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. I is time for the National Reformers to
cry out for the restoration of papal rule in
Ttaly. They regard Romanism as better
than ““political atheism,” and it seems
that with the mass of Italians there is no
halfway ground. A writeér in a religious
journal says that “‘in swinging away from
the Romish- Church, comparatively few
‘stop at Protestantism. The majority know
little respecting it, and apparently care as
little about it.” This is not a matter of
surprise since they have been religious by
law so long that they naturally regard all
religion as simply a synonym of tyranny,
and as soon as they have the opportunity
they very naturally break away from the
restraint which has been so galling to
them.

AN exchange notes the fact that “a cer-
tain amount of religious liberty has been
granted in Finland, which, though it does
not go very far, is, at all events, a welcome
installment. 1t only at present gives pro-
fessed Christians of any 'sect the right to
educate their own children, though not
those belonging to members of the State
Church. Marriages contracted by mem-
bers of acknowledged sects will in future

be legal. Different views of Christianity

will no longer make any difference in the
privileges and duties of the citizen, and
these prerogatives are extended so far as
to give Christians of any sect the right of
entering Government service.
“Religious demonstrations and proces-
sions are, however, prohibited, and as the
Salvation Army has gained a footing in the
country, no'doubt they will soon come into
collision with the authorities on that point.
The Government has undertaken to exam-
ine into the doctrines and beliefs of every

dissenting sect, and also to keep a close
account of them; it has cut a nice task out
for itself and it remains to be seen how the
plan will work. It appears that any mem-
bers of the community not professing some
form of Christianity are still to be de-
barred the rights of citizenship, nor are
they allowed to form organized commun-
ities or educate their children.”

-
&

The Blair Amendment Resolution.

Herg is the Joint Resolution proposing
to amend the Constitution of the United
States, as re-introduced in the United
States Senate by Semator Blair, December
9, 1889 :—

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled (two-thirds of each House concurring
therein), That the following amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States be, and hereby is, pro-
posed to the States, to become valid when ratified
by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States as
provided in the Constitution:

ARTICLE —,

Srorion 1. No State shall ever make or maintain
any law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.

SEc. 2. Each State in this Union shall establish
and maintain a system of free public schools ade-
quate for the education of all the children living
therein, between the ages of six and sixteen years,
inclusive, in the common branches of learning, in
virtue and morality, and in knowledge of the funda-
mental and non-sectarian principles of Christianity.
But no money raised by taxation imposed by law or
any money or other property or credit belonging to
any municipal organization, or to any State, or to
the United States, shall ever be appropriated, ap-
plied, or given to the use or purposes of any school,
institution, corporation, or person, whereby instruc-
tion or training shall be given in the doctrines, ten-
ets, beliefs, ceremonials, or observances peculiar fo
any sect, denomination, organization, or society, be-
ing, or claiming to be, religious in ifs character, nor
shall such peculiar doctrines, tenets, belief, cere-
monials, or obgervances, be taught or inculcated in
the free public schools.

Suc. 8. Tothe end that each State, the United
States, and all the people thereof, may have and
preserve governments republican in form and in
substance, the United States shall guaranty to every
State, and to the people of every State and of the
United States, the support and maintenance of
such a system of free public schools as is herein pro-
vided,

SEc. 4. That Congress shall enforce this article
by legislation when necessary.

This is identical with the original resolu-
tion introduced by the same gentleman in

1888, with the exception of the clause re-

lating to the Christian religion. The orig-
inal resolution said that the ' children
should be taught ““in the commmon branches
of knowledge, and in virtue, morality, and .
in the principles of the Christian religion.”
‘Whereas, this one reads, ‘‘in the common
branches of learning, in virtue and moral-
ity, and in knowledge of the fundamental
and non-sectarian principles of Christian-
ity.” But nothing has been gained by
this change. If it was intended to give
the resolution less of a religious tone or
character, by changing ‘‘the principles of
the Christian religion” for *‘principles of
Christianity,” the change is hardly worth
the effort required to make it; because the
principles of Christianity are certainly the
principles of the Christian religion. Chris-
tianity is nothing else than simply the
manifestation in life and character of the
principles of the Christian religion. The
insertion of the word ‘“non-sectarian” as
describing the principles of Christianity
which should be taught, simply makes
tautology in the section because the fol-
lowing part of the section is wholly
taken up in the effort to say that no
sectarian doctrines, beliefs, or ceremoni-
als shall be taught or inculcated in the
public schools.

‘Which of the principles of Christianity
are sectarian and which are non-sectarian?
If Christianity, itself alone, is not secta-
rian, then nomne of the principles of Chris-
tianity can possibly be sectarian. If any of
the principles of Christianity be sectarian,
then all of them are. Because Christianity
as it is, is a definite and positive thing. It
is not a wishy-washy mixture of fast-and-
loose principles. For this reason alone, to
say nothing of any other, every man who
has any respect for Christianity ought to
oppose this amendment with all his might.

Section 1 as it stands, if it stood alone,
is worthy of the hearty support of every
person in the United States; because it
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declares just what ought to be an inhibi-
tion upon all the States. There is a ques-
tion whether the States are not. already
forbidden to do this under the Fourteenth

Amendment, but if it be not certainly de-.

cided there, such an amendment as the first

_section of this resolution should be adopted
as a part of the Constitution of the United
States. Then the States would stand upon
the same level as the Government of the
United States. If this were once done,and
then the legislation, both State and Na-
tional, were kept in harmony with the
Constitutional provisions, then religious
liberty in this country would be perfect,
as it ought to be. But unfortunately for
that measure in this resolution, its whole
value is nullified by sections 2 and 3 of the
same resolution.

Although section 1 distinctly says that
no State shall ever make or maintain any
law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, yet
section 2 just as distinctly says, that each
State in this Union shall establish and
maintain a system of free public schools,
in which there shall be taught the knowl-
edge of the principles of Christianity.
Now the only way in which any State can
establish and maintain anything, is by law.
Therefore, if the matter stops with the
second section, each State in the Unijon
would be required, by section 2, to do what,
by section 1, it is distinctly forbidden to
do. But to prevent this contradiction in
the terms of the resolution, section 3 comes
in and declares that ‘‘the United States
shall guaranty to every State, and to the
people of every State, and of the United

.States, the support and maintenance of
such a system of free public schools as is
herein provided.” By this, it appears, that
although no State can select for itself any

. religion that might suit it best and make

.and maintain laws respecting the estab-
lishment of that religion,the United States
will select the religion for all the States,

- and then require that each State shall es-
tablish and maintain that religion. Nome
of the people of the States are supposed to
be capable of deciding this question for

. themselves, but a majority of three-fourths

_of the States are considered capable of de-

.ciding it for themselves and for all the
others. Education would thus become a

. national matter, and would no more be sub-

- ject to State control. This amendment,

.then, would nullify that part of Article VI

_of the Constitution which declares that no

-religious test shall ever be required as a
qualification to any office of public trust
under this Government. Because, accord-
‘ing to this amendment, a religious. test
would necessarily have to be required as a
qualification to the office of public school

. teacher, everywhere in the United States.

.. But the leading question of all to be de-
cided, if this resolution should be adopted,
is, What are the non-sectarian principles
of Christianity ? Granting the assumption

- of the resolution that such a distinction

exists, the question then is, How shall the
United States Government discover just
what-they are? Christianity is represented
in the United States by probably a hun-
dred different denominations.. Hach one
of these holds to something different
from all the others, which makes it the
particular denomination it is. No one of
these, therefore,can be taken as represent-
ing the non-sectarian principles of Chris-
tianity. Therefore, the only course to be
pursued by which the United States Gov-
ernment can find out what are the non-
sectarian principles of Christianity, is, by
a general concensus of the principles of
Christianity as held by all of the denomina-
tions in which Christianity is represented
in the United States. This could not be
secured by an examination of the creeds of
the different denominations, because the
leading denominations themselves do not
agree upon their own creeds. There would
be no remedy, therefore, other than to call
a general convention of all the denomina-
tions of the United States to discover what
principles of the Christian religion are
held in common by all and are therefore
non-sectarian in this country. This is the
idea of the author of the resolution, as
stated in a letter to the secretary of the
National Reform Association, December,
1888. He said:—

T believe that a text book of instruction, in the
principles of virtue, morality, and of the Christian
religion, can be prepared for use in the public schools
by the joint effort of those who represent every
branch of the Christian Church, both Protestant and
Catholic, and also those who are not actively associ-
ated with either.

Let such a general convention of the
representatives of Christianity in the
United States be called; let the principles
of Christianity which they should agree
are non-sectarian, be formulated; that
would be a national creed. Then let the
United States Government adopt that
creed and enforce it as a part of the instruc-
tion in all the schools of the nation, and
that would be nothing less than the estab-
lishment of a national religion. All the
children of the country from six to sixteen
years of age would then have to. receive
that as Christianity, and so would have to
receive their religion from the State.

Nor would it stop with the children, be-
cause the probabilities are that in anational
creed there would be some things, if not
many, that would not be Christian princi-
ples atall. The parents who are Christians
and who desire that their children shall be
Christians would soon discover this and
when their children were taught in the
schools those things which are not accord-
ing to Christianity, the parent would at
once tell the child that he had been falsely
instructed, that such was not Christianity;
and could read directly from the Bible to

-show that it was not Christianity. This

at once would bring on a controversy be-
tween the United States Government and
the parents of the children. The question
then would be, whether the Giovernment

would allow its authority to be directly
opposed, and its purpose to be frus-
trated in its task of inculcating the
principles of Christianity on the minds
of the youth in this country. If the Gov-
ernment should yield and allow the par-
ents out of school to undo what the Gov-
ernment has done in school, then the
Government might as well stop before it
begins; for if one parent can do this they
can all do it. On the other hand, if
the Glovernment insists upon teaching the
child religiously, what the parent does not
want that child taught, then the parent
will take his child out of school and keep
him out of school. And if that shall be
allowed, the Government will be no better
off in the work of securing general educa-
tion that it is now.

But as section 3 pledges the power of the
United States to the support and main-
tenance of such a system of public schools,
and as section 4 empowers Congress to en-
force the provisions of the whole resolution
by legislation when necessary, it is not to
be supposed that in the controversy the
Government will yield to the parent. If,
therefore, the Government hold on its
course, compulsory attendance at the pub-
lic schools would have to be the next step;
and the next step after that would be to
prohibit the parents. from teaching the
children out of school that which is con-
tradictory to what the Government has
taught in school. Thus it is clearly seen
that to say that under such an amendment
as this all the children of the country will
have to receive their religion from the
Government does not fully state the case
by any means. The truth is, that under
it, all the people of the United States will
have to receive their religion from the
Government. What the Government
should say the principles of Christianity
are, that would have to be received as
Christianity. There could be no appeal.
The Government makes itself supreme in
all things, steps in between the parent and
child, and so lands iftself at once into
downright paganism under the garb of
the Christian name.

Nor is this all. It could not be certainly

“known for more than two years at a time

what the principles of Christianity were
that should be received from the Govern-
ment. Because in the general convention
of all the denominations that would have

.to be called at the first to discover what

are the non-sectarian principles of Chris-
tianity, it would be to the interest, as well
as the bounden duty, of .each denomination
to get just as many of the principles of
that denomination into the creed as possi-
ble. No one denomination could get all
its principles recognized for that would-
make the creed sectarian; consequently
each one striving to get in all it could,-the
result would be a compromise, with the
hope by some future effort to succeed in
getting more. of their principles into the
creed, With the creed once formulated,
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and Congress empowered to enforce it by
legislation, it would then be to the interest
of each denomination to secure just as
large an influence as possible in Congress.
This would be necessary to each one of the
denominations as a matter of self-preser-
‘vation if nothing else, in order that if each
denomination could not get enough influ-
ence " in Congress to control legislation
positively in its own interests, yet so that
it might have sufficient influence to pre-
vent legislation that would be prejuducial
to its interests, Thus every church would
be turned at once into a political club and
svery pulpit would become a stump. As
a Congressional election occurs every two
years, it would so happen that every two
years the national creed would be put to
the test. And as the majority would de-
cide whether the creed should stand or be
revised, it would depend altogether upon
how the vote went—whether a man was
orthodox or a heretic. The majority might
be as narrow as a half dozen or even one,
. and everyone of that narrow majority
might have been drunk when he voted, yet
that would make no difference in the re-
sult. When the majority had once decided
upon the question of orthodoxy or heresy
that, would be the end of the matter, you
would be orthodox or heretic as the vote
should stand.

Does anybody who has any acquaintance
with history need to be shown that this is
only a perfect parallel, in outline, to the
formation of that union of Church and
State in the fourth century which devel-
oped the Papacy and all the religious
despotism and intolerance that afficted
Europe for ages? Constantine made
Christianity the recognized religion of the
Roman Empire. It became at once neces-
sary that there should be an imperial de-
cision as to what form of Christianity it
was that should be the religion of the em-
. pire.

The emperor said, The Catholic Church.
Then as there were two great bodies,—
the Arian and the Trinitarian,—each
claiming to be the Catholic Church, and
ag the question turned upon a hair-splitting
point in theology, a council had to be
called to decide what was the Catholic
Church. Accordingly the Council of Nice
was convened by imperial command. An
‘imperial creed was established, which was
enforced by the imperial power. - Whoever
would not subscribe to the creed should be
banished. All but three in the convention
signed the creed. These—Arius and two
of hig associates—were accordingly ban-
ished. Constantine’s sister was an Arian.
‘When she came to die she had an Arian
bishop to attend her and sent for Constan-
tine to come to see her before she should
pass away. He went; she besought him
to'recall Arius from banishment. He did
so, and commanded that he should be re-
ceived as a member in good and regular

standing in the orthodox church. The
orthodox bishops refused to receive him.-

The emperor declared that he should be
received. The bishops persisted in their re-
fusal,” and the emperor called out:the
troops: for was it not an imperial religion
that had been established? Was it not
established by imperial power, and was it
not to be maintained by imperial power?
‘When the orthodox bishops saw things
going so far ag that, they prayed that
Arius might die, rather than that the
Church should be polluted by his presence
so forced upon it. Accordingly, Arius very
conveniently died. .

Not long afterward Constantine him-
self died; the empire fell shortly to two of
his sons, Constans and Constantius. Con-
stans had the western part of the empire,
Constantius the eastern. Constans was a
Trinitarian, Constantius was an Arian.
In the dominions of Constans all Arians
were heretics under the ban of the law; in
the dominions of Constantius all Trinita-
rians were heretics under the ban of the
law. Soon Constans came to his death,
and Constantius was sole emperor; then
the Trinitarian was a heretic wherever he
was. And all the time there was intrigue
upon intrigue, and council upon council
was called, to revise the creed. And all
this to such an extent that the Christian
profession was put to an open shame
amongst the pagans. It was parodied in
the pagan theaters; and one pagan writer
said truly enough, that the bishops spent
their time in nothing else than in rushing
from one part of the empire to another, en-
gaging in council after council to find out
what they believed.

This is but a picture, and not in the least
overdrawn, of what would occur in the
United States should such a measure as
Senator Blair’s proposed amendment ever
be enacted into law. As that was the
Papacy, this would be a living likeness
to it. As nothing but evil ever came from
that imperial recognition of Christianity,
so would nothing but evil ever come from
this national recognition of Christianity.
And yet, as plain as all this is to any man
who thinks, or who knows the A B C of
history, there are some United States sen-
ators and many professed leaders of theolog-
ical thought who are in favor of it. But
are the American people ready to annul
their Constitution, and to cast away all
their rights under it ?

No grander mark of political wisdom ever
appeared upon this earth than was dis-
played when the fathers of this Republic
declared that *‘ no religious test shall ever
be required as a qualification to any office
or public trust under this Government;”
and that ¢ Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof.” But the
lessons which these mighty men learned
are now well-nigh forgotten. Let these
noble lessons be newly learned and held
forth before all the nations; so shall the
principles of liberty indeed enlighten the
world. ’ A T. T

A Minister on the Situation.

THE following letter from the pastor of
a Christian Church in Kirksville, Mo., will
commend itself to the good sense of our
readers :— \

EDITORS AMERICAN SENTINEL: I am in
receipt of two copies of your most excel-
lent paper, and have read them with care.
Am in sympathy with the work to be ac-
complished by the publication of the AMER-
ICAN SENTINEL, because I am convinced
that any effort on the part of our law-
making powers to unite Church and State
would sooner or later prove .a fatal blow
to the welfare of this Republic.

The mission of the SENTINEL is a noble
one, and a copy should be in every family
in this whole country.

It is not the province of our Government
to unite Church and State, nor even to in-
dicate in the Constitution that this is a
Christian nation. If those who are so
anxious to unite Church and State would
take a little time to read the history of such
unions, it would cool their ardor, I am
sure. Those blind enthusiasts who would
do sach a foolish and hurtful thing, cer-
tainly exhibit a very great want of knowl

-edge of human nature and the principles

of government. The peculiar constitution
of man and the character of our Govern-
ment, forbid the creation of any such rela-
tion. The condition of things that obtain
in the Republic of Mexico at this time,
should admonish every sensible American
citizen. Let the good work go on. '

<

The Minneapolis Preachers.

THE proceedings of those Minneapolis
preachers, an account of which we pub-
lished in the SENTINEL of January 2, is of
more than passing interest to the people.
It reveals some of the spirit that inheres
in this Sunday-law movement all over the
nation. That iron-clad agreement and
the boycotting action of the preachers
under it, show how far they have departed
from the methods and the spirit of Jesus
Christ, whose ministers they profess to be.
This, however, is not the beginning of that
movement in Minneapolis. It has a his-
tory, and the history runs back nearly two
years. In the spring of 1888, Dr. Josiah
Strong, of this city, secretary of the Evan-
gelical Alliance.of the United States, vis-
ited Minneapolis and met with a committee
of pastors of that place who had been ap-
pointed to confer with him upon the mat-
ter of organizing a branch of thé Kvan-
gelical Alliance of that city. Several
conferences were held, and plans were
formed; but-owing to the nearness of the
summer vacation, no definite action was
taken at that time. Rev.D.D. McLaurin,
of the Chuarch of Immanuel, Minneapolis,
was given charge of the plans formed, and
of organizing the active work according to
the plans. The first definite step toward
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organized action was taken Monday, Oc-
tober 15, 1888, at a meeting of the Minne-
apolis ministers in the Y. M. C. A.. parlors.
There the objects and the plans of the
organization were quite fully set forth.
One of the objects of the organization, and
the one which is of special interest in this
connection, is to take *“a prominent part
in State and municipal politics and gov-
ernment, watching closely all State and
citylegislation. In its name, and upon its
recommendation, bills will be introduced
into the Legislature and such legislation as
will increase the penalties for the violation
of the Sunday laws of Minneapolis will be
especially favored and pushed.”

The plan of organization, is a central
alliance governed by an executive commit-
tee, and under the direction of this, ward
alliances are formed as auxiliaries.
Through the ward alliances a company of
visitors is organized to make a thorough
house-to-house canvass. To each of these
visitors is allotted a division comprising
ten families. These are to be visited once
a month regularly to ascertain their con-
dition and needs with the special design of
getting them to attend church. All the
churches, Catholic and Protestant, of the
city are united in the alliance.

Upon all this matter of the organization
and the work of this alliance we should not
have a word to say except in commenda-
tion if it were in fact evangelical or if
there were any evangelical intent in it.
But as its object is political and not evan-
gelical, we can never have anything to say
of it except to denounce it as contrary to
every principle of the gospel. Evangelical
is defined as being ‘‘agreeable or conso-
nant to the gospel or the truth taught in
the New Testament.” The gospel is not
political, it never can be furthered, but
only hindered and corrupted by political
methods such as are embodied in the plan
of . this Minneapolis political preachers’
alliance. It is proper that people should
attend church, it is perfectly proper that
proper methods should be employed to in-
duce them to attend church; but when
political methods are employed to get the
people to go to church for the purpose of
increasing the political influence of the
churches, then such churches are just
about the worst places that the people could
be induced to go.

About the time of the organization men-
tioned above, Dr. McLaurin said that
“The ministers of the city believe that
Christian unity is strong enough now to
make itself felt in ways that churches
separately have little influence.” But,
when Christian unity is strong enough to
make itself felt politically, as the purpose
of this alliance is, then the more of such
strength Christian unity feels, the less
strength it actually has. The only strength
the Christian,, individually, of the Chris-
tian Church collectively, can ever have to
profit is the strength of Jesus Christ. And
that strength is never made manifest in a

political way. The only power that Chris
tians ever can possess for good, is the
power of godliness which can never be ex-
erted by political means.

The steps taken by the Minneapolis min-
isters as printed in the SENTINEL of the
2nd are the fitting sequel of the plan and
object of the organization of the Evangel-
ical Alliance of that city in October in 1888,
Complusory methods belong to the organ-
ization, compulsory religious observance
is the object of Sunday laws, and that they
should resort to boycotting pressure to
compel both their fellow ministers and
the people to conform to their wishes is
only to be expected. And when such
methods are so readily resorted to at the
first, what will they not do at the last?
The Evangelical Alliance and its secretary

‘both had better stick to their evangelical

work or else stop calling it evangelical,
and give it its proper name of political at
once. '

-
-

From California.

EpiTors AMERICAN SENTINEL: Sunday-
law advocates in California may rejoice
on general principles that the SENTINEL
has been removed out of the State, but
fortunately that class are yet a minor-
ity. There is one feature of the removal,
however, that even its friends may rejoice
at,—1it is a forward move, and a long one
too, against the efforts of the mis-named
National Reform party which it is set to
oppose. America, that part of it which is
really American, reaches from ocean to
ocean, and Californians are happy to
know that your journal can remove its

publication office from the Pacific to the-

Atlantic coast and still be American.
And now that you are squarely planted in
the great commercial metropolis and po-
litical center, your old-time neighbors bid
you God-speed on your noble mission.
‘When you shall have fairly warned the
people of these United States of the full
meaning of national Sunday laws, and re-
ligious amendments to the Constitution,
and all kindred encroachments upon their
liberties, your full duty in the matter will
have been fulfilled, whether they heed
your warning voice or not.

SILENCE ON THE BLAIR BILL.

Notwithstanding Senator Blair’s prompt-
ness in the introduction of the pet schemes
of the National Reform Association -and
American Sabbath Union; and notwith-
standing the text of these measures has
reached us by mail in Congressional print;
it is noticeable that not a word, at present
writing, has appeared in the newspapers
of the ‘State. The telegraphic news en-
tirely ignores the bills, and the leading
religious journals have likewise kept si-
lent. Whether this is a part of the pro-
gram of the managers of these measures
at Washington, or whether it is an indi-
cation of the small interest felt in such
matters by the press, is a question which

your correspondent is unable to answer.
I am curiously waiting to see how long
the silence will continue.

ON THE ALERT FOR FOREIGN FOES.

If some foreign power were to propose
restriction upon our privileges as a peo-
ple, though the portentous cloud should

not wear a tithe of the blackness of dark-

" ness manifested in these Blair measures,
there would be a ‘““clash of resounding
arms” along our coast. When Germany
put on just a little swagger in presence of
our august national dignity at Samoa, the
Monroe doctrine suddenly let out a great
tuck in its spacious garment, covering
about half the Pacific Ocean, and all
classes of journals,—big and little, daily
and weekly, religious and secular, vied
with each other in wails about our defense-
less coast.

‘When a United States revenue cutter
seized a couple of Canadian vessels en-
gaged in poaching seals in Behring Strait,
and the British lion growled but faintly,
there was an imaginary invasion of our
western coast in the minds of the editorial
fraternity from British Columbia to Mex-
ico, and there was a perfect deluge of
military reports and newspaper demands
for large’ appropriations for harbor and
coast defenses.

Bur,

‘When there arises in our midst a spirit
of religious intolerance seeking to control
the Government, and whose aim is to strike
out of our fundamental law the very prin-
ciple of civil and religious liberty upon
which our nation has grown and prospered
more than a century, our otherwise alert
and enterprising press is mum. .. Although
these same measures were made so prom-
inent in the last Congress, and are thrust
in so early at the present session, after per-
sistent canvassing of the country during
all the interval, yet our sagacious de-
fenders can see no danger.

In the case of danger of foreign in-
vasion, prevention is the cry upon the
appearance of the first speck of threatened
hostility; but the reply to such internal
menaces often is, “Oh, if the Blair bills
should pasg, the people would rise in armed
resistance to their enforcement.” Such is
the dependence of many who are opposed
to the principles of religious legislation in
general. But why not be as precautious
concerning the far greater evil, as they
are suspicious of the lesser possibility ?
Organizations in every State in the Union
comprising prominent men of every shade
of politics and religion, and national or-
ganizations of great influence, besides the
prestige of like enactments in nearly all
the States, merely waiting Congressional
action in order to give full force to their
intolerant provisions, present a massive
front too ominous to be ignored. Igno-
rance of what such measures mean, in the
light of popular history, is impossible on
the part of any man who aspires to the

rank of enlightened journalism.
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Is it possible that the publishers of our .

great newspapers, as well as our great pol-
iticians, who are recognized as leaders in
national policy and national thought, are
so lost to the interests of the country as to
“lie dormant in regard to such issues? Can
it be that these National Reform measures,
championed in Congress by Senator Blair,
will be allowed to go by default? Or that
having been tacitly encouraged by silence
on the part of opponents, they may attain
such a degree of apparent popularity that
the press and the politicians will feel con-
strained, if not to openly advocate, at least
to offer no opposition? It looks as though
such would be the case. And indeed lead-
ers in the movement have expressed hope
for success from this very cause. We
shall soon see if they have prophesied
aright. W. N. GLENN.
- Oakland, Dec. 26, 1889.

.

State Theology.

tThis article taken from Rev. Dr. Spear’s ‘‘ Relig-
ion and the State ” will be of special interest at this
time because of the effort being made by certain mis
guided religionists to secure an amendment to the
national Cons‘citution_ requiring that the principles
of the Christian religion shall be taught in the public
schools. It is worthy of a most careful and thorough
reading. ]

Tug term Stafe means any distinct and
independent body of persons occupying a
given territory and united together under
gsome form of civil government. The gov-
ernmental organization of a State for the
purpose of enacting and administering law,
is practically the State itself. It is such
as the agent of its legal operations. By
the term theology is meant the science of
God, embracing what is assumed to be
known in regard to him and consisting
subjectively in human beliefs with refer-
-ence to the Supreme Being. What men
thus believe is their theology; and if they
believe in the doctrine of God at all, the
natural sequel is some form of religious
worship. The combination of the ideas
“indicated by these terms gives a State the-
ology, or a government in which the State
asserts a legal doctrine or creed in regard
to God and stamps the same with its own
authority. The State, then, is a theolog-
ical State. Its opinions, whether in vre-
spect to God himself or the duty and mode
of religious worship, form a part of its
laws : and this distinguishes them from
individual beliefs or convictions that rest
merely on private judgment, and, hence
admit of no coercive enforcement,.

The natural and, as a most ample expe-
rience shows, the sure result of State the-
ology is either such an identification of
- Church and State that the two are prac-
tically the same thing, or such an intimate
legal union of the two that they mutually
act through each other. In one case the
State is the Church and the Church is the
State; and in the other, though formally
distinet as organisms, they are, neverthe-
less, blended in a common set of functions

in respect to religion. In both cases we
have the union of ecclesiastical and civil
powers, and in both we have religion with
the sanction of human law impressed upon
it.

Every State theology must necessarily
have some specific character; and as to
what it shall be—whether Pagan or Chris-
tian,and, if the latter, whether Catholic or
Protestant—the State itself must be the
judge. Its opinion on this subjegt it ex-
presses through the edict of a king or the
vote of a legislative assembly. It does the
work of a theological professor, adding
thereto the power of the civil arm. It
teaches by command. Its dogmas are
laws. A1l the reasons which demand or
justify a State theology at all equally de-
mand that it should be put into effective
action. If it be the right and duty of the
State to have a theology, then it is its duty
to be governed by it and to govern the
people by it. The least that it can do is
to devise the ways and means of asserting,
perpetuating, and enforcing it. If it is

.t worth anything it deserves this tribute.

State patronage, State disabilities or pen-
alties for dissenters and State administra-
tion are the logical corollaries. To this
there can be no just objection, since if the
State ought to have a theology, then it
ought to use the necessary means to main-
tain and administer it. It should see to it
that not only the children in the public
schools, but also the adult population—in-
deed, all the people—enjoy the benefits
thereof. That would be a very queer the-
ology which the State first adopts and
legalizes and then leaves to shift for itself.
‘We hold it to be the duty of the State to
sustain its own theology, provided always
that theology comes within its proper
sphere.

This, moreover, would be practically an
easy task if all the people thought exactly
alike and their common thoughts were
faithfully represented by the theology of
the State. Such, however, does not hap-
pen to be the case. -

‘What, then, shall be done with those
who dissent from this theology and decline
to conform to its requirements? This
question the State must answer, and gen-
erally does so answer as to involve the
principle of proscription or persecution.
It is a fact wide as the world and spread
all over the records of history that State
theologies have with great uniformity been
persecuting theologies. Christ and  his
apostles and their followers were perse-
cuted by the State theology of the Jews.
Pagan Rome had such a theology, and for
three bloody centuries she wielded its
power against the Christians. Constantine
established Christianity as a State theology
and made it a persecuting power. The
State theology of the Roman Catholic and
that of the Protestant show the same
record. State theology drove the Puritans
out of England and murdered the Hugue-
nots in France. It made our Puritan

fathers persecutors. Mohammedanism as
a State theology and Paganism as such are
marked by the same feature. The mission-
ary efforts of modern times to propagate
Christianity among the heathen meet with
one of their most formidable obstacles in
State theologies, and the same was true of
like efforts in the apostolicage. It is a
general fact that the moment theology
allies itself with the State and commands
its powers it becomes persecuting in re-
spect to all who dissent from it, and that,
too, whether it be Pagan or Christian,
Catholic or Protestant. History paints
this fact in lurid colors.

Nor is there anything strange or unnat-
ural in such a fact. It results from the
very nature of the case. The theology of
the State is a part of its organic or statute
law, and, of course, it should be sustained
by its authority and power. Heresy -is,
hence, a crime as really as murder, and as
such it should be punished. So the State
reasons, and that, too, correctly, provided
we accept the doctrine of State theology.
Catholic States and Protestant States have
reasoned in this way. What we call relig-
ious persecution State theology calls pun-
ishment to prevent crime. What we call
religious liberty it calls a dangerous exer-
cise of private judgment. Saul of Tarsus

.was a conscientious persecutor, regarding

himgelf as doing God service; and it is but
just to say that State theologies have gen-
erally been conscientious in their deeds of
murder and blood. They have not looked
upon themselves as ruffians and outlaws,
but rather as the conservators of the divine
honor and the true interests of souls. The
thoughts of an after and a wiser age were
not their thoughts when they trampled the
religious rights of men into the dust and
shocked Heaven, if not earth, with their
cruelties. Religious zeal misdirected is a
terrible passion: and all State theologies,
because administered by men, are apt to
have this zeal.

‘We present, then, the disabilities, the
persecutions, and the martyrdoms, which
are so conspicuous in the history of State
theology, as more than suggesting that
there must be some radical mistake in the
doctrine itself. A doctrine that can by
perversion turn the mild and genial relig-
ion of Jesus into a flaming persecutor, and
make it a ferocious enemy to religious
liberty as vested by God in individual
souls; a doctrine that undertakes to ad-
judicate wupon questions lying exclu-
sively between the soul and its Maker;
a doctrine that substitutes carnal for
gpiritual weapons ; a doctrine that resorts
to the law of force, where nothing is
pertinent except the peaceful persuasion
of argument and the gentle and loving
voice of entreaty; a doctrine that in prac-
tical execution bécomes an abominable
despotism exercised over the bodies and
attempted over the souls of men—yes, such
a doctrine has written upon its face in
letters of light the glaring evidence of be-
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ing essentially and fundamentally wrong.
Judging it by its fruits, we find it difficult
to use terms sufficiently intense to describe

the degree of that wrong. Its prevading

principle is hostile alike to God and man,
although it professes to be the servant of
both.

It is, moreover, a significant fact of his-
tory that Christianity has always pros-
pered most in the true sense when it has
had least to do with the State and the
State has had least to do with it. For the
first three centuries it was the theology
of individual conviction, resting simply
on its own evidence, holding mno other
relation to the State than that of a per-
secuted religion, and doing its entire work
by the use of spiritual means; and then it
wag that it spread itself among the nations
of the earth with a purity and power that
have never since been exceeded. Then it
was that venerable and pompous systems
of Paganism yielded to the resistless
energy of its moral march. Afterward it
became a State theology; and then, in the
hands of the State, it was not only cor-
rupted and - half-paganized, but at once
assumed, and for centuries maintained, the
character of a persecuting religion. All
the persecutions of the Romish Church,
and, indeed, all the persecutions that have
existed in the name of Christianity, have
had theii basis in State theology. If God
should be pleased to constitute a theocracy
on earth, and by inspiring it guarantee its
infallibility, then it would be the duty of
men to bow to its authority; but until we
have this fact established by appropriate
evidence the conclusion drawn from his-
tory is that the State should confine itself
exclusively to things temporal, and leave
theology to the individual convictions and
.private judgments of men. This is cer-
tainly the truth in respect to Christianity.

There can be no doubt that a true the-
ology in the heads and hearts of the people
is a very important and much-needed in-
fluence for good in relation to civil govern-
ment; yet it does not follow that the State
is the proper party to take care of this
theology, to define it, to teach it, to sup-
port it, or in any way invest it with the
sanction of law. Those who set up the
proposition that religion is essential to
morality, and also the further proposition
that morality is essential to good govern-
ment, and then infer that the State should
establish and support religion are guilty
of a palpable non-sequilur in logic. The
truth of their premises does not prove that
‘of their conclusion. It may be true (facts
show it to be o) that the State will receive
the largest and purest contribution of mozr-
ality founded on religion when the latter
is left entirely to the educational influences
of the family and the church; and if so,
then State theology is not only a super-
fluity, but a positive damage to the best
interests of the commonwealth.

Those who drew the plan of our national
Government built the system upon the

government.

principle that religion and civil govern-
ment were to be kept entirely distinct;
and, for the most part, all the State gov-
ernments are constructed upon the same
theory. The general character of both is
that they neither affirm nor deny any doc-
trine in respect to God and that they com-
mand no duty as a religious duty. They
deal with the temporal rights and obliga-
tions of citizenship, without any reference
to the.question whether the citizen is a
religionist or not. His religious faith is
no part of his citizenship and no criterion
of his rights. It confers upon him no im-
munities and imposes no disabilities. It is
a matter between himself and his God,
and with it the civil authority does mnot
concern itself. He is not forbidden to be
an atheist and not commanded to be a
Christian. He forfeits no rights by being
the one and gains none by being the other;
and as between these two extremes of
opinion, the State doés not undertake to
decide which is the true and which is the
false opinion. Such is the great American
principle in respect to the sphere of civil
This principle, being the
exact antipode of State theology, admits
of no reconciliation with it. "

‘We submit this summary of thoughts in
regard to State theology for the considera-
tion of those who ingist that the public
school system of this country shall be made
the instrument of religious education.
The practical meaning of this demand is
that an American State shall in its public
school adopt the principleof State theology.
Have those who make the demand well
considered the fact that they logically ally
themselves with all the religious despot-
isms that have ever existed among men?
They in effect accept and advocate a prin-
ciple which has in all ages been the enemy
of religious liberty, against which heroes
have fought, on whose cruel altars mar-
tyrs have bled, and whose historic enor-
mities are sufficient to startle the world.
They assume that an American State has
a theology to teach and support; and in
this one assumption they pass the Rubicon,
and grant what never did anything for
Christianity but to corrupt and weaken it
as a moral and spiritual power.

<
-+

They Are Papal Allies.

IN commenting upon certain abomina-
tions taught by Romalists as Christianity,
the Ironclad Age has the following which
is none the less true or sensible because it
was said by an infidel paper:—

“Yet this is the religion that Popery is
scheming to have taught at the public ex-
pense in our free schools. And the Protest-
ant Church is actively assisting the Papacy
in this treason. God in the Constitution,
Christ as the supremeruler, “‘the principles
of the Christian religion” to be inculcated
in the free schools—these are the battle
cries alike of Popery and Protestantism.

Nor does Protestantism seem to realize
that if God is placed in the Constitution,
it will be the papal god: if the principles of
the Christian religion are to be inculcated
in the public schools, it will be the princi-
ples of said religion as defined and prac-
ticed by Popery.

‘“ Protestantism seems blind to the signs
of the times. It doesn’t seem to note that
the Papacy, that has impoverished and
ruined all the old countries, is now cutting
loose from those countries and concentrat-
ing its strength in the United States. The
Papacy, united and possessed of immense
wealth, is stronger politically to-day in
this country than all the divisions of Prot-
estantism in their disunited condition.
Catholics by the hundreds of thousands
are flocking to our shores. Their first
and last allegiance is to the Pope, yet they
are almost immediately on their arrival
endowed with citizenship in fifteen of our
States. Rome, by its consolidated vote,
rules all the great cities in the United
States to-day ; and either of the great po-
litical parties that would dare openly to
antagonize the Papacy would be snowed
under out of sight in any general election
in the United States if that election were
to come off next week. Nothing but a
unity between Protestantism and all the
liberal and non-religious elements of this
country will save it from the fate that has
befallen every country where the papal
beast of blood has been allowed to roam
unrestrained. And the sooner this is un-
derstood the better for the country.”

-

An Excellent Thought.

The Christian Advocate of this city, -
has the following item which contains an
excellent thought which those who want
Congress and our several State Legislatures
to remove by legislation all the difficulties
in the way of church work would do well
to consider. The Adwvocate says: —

An attempt is sometimes made to explain the
slow progress of religion in our large cities on the
ground that the conditons of society are peculiarly
unfavorable to evangelical Christianity. We are
told that many of the inhabitants are German infi-
dels and atheists, Italian and Irish Catholics, Jews
and pagans, and that these are not easily reached
by the gospel, and therefore aggressive movements
are not to be expected. Certainly these elements
are antagonistic to Protestant Christianity, and pre-
sent serious obstacles in the way of its progress;
but did the gospel ever yet find a fleld which was
free from antagonistic elements ¢ Has the gospel
any other aim than to meet and overcome hostile
forces and reduce a world of enemies to subjection?
Human nature is one the world over, and the gos-
pel is perfectly adapted to the work of saving men
without respect to class or nationality. Wisdom to
wield the sword of the Spirit is all that is want-
ing, and this wisdom cometh down from above.

If in harmony with this suggestion, the
churches would pay more attention to
wielding the ‘‘sword of the Spirit” and a
little less to invoking the aid of the State,
much good might reasonably be expected
to result, not only to sinners but to the
Church itself.
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A WRITER in a religious con-
temporary says that Italy is a
hard soil for the growth of Protes-
tantism. On the one hand are
the Romanists, upon whom mno
impression can be made, and upon
the other the Infidels, upon whom
still less impression is possible.
Unbelief among the Italian men,
he says, is general in Rome, and
their absence from Church is con-
spicuous.

Thig state of affairs is not to
be wondered at since it is the
legitimate result of the Church
and State regime which has so
long cursed Italy. Men may be
compelled to observe the out-
ward forms of religion, but that
does not make them truly pious,
and when the compulsion is re-
moved they will surely go far-
ther in the other direction than
though they had not been coerced.
Coercion in religion breeds hatred,
and hatred is the very opposite
of Christianiby.

—C

A RELIGIOUS paper has the fol-
lowing, which we pass along for
the benefit of our religion-by-law
friends:— ‘
. ““The foolishness of legislating
on Bible doctrines should be dis-
covered by the comments which
such work calls forth from the
average newspaper. The follow-
ing is a case in point. The Pres-
bytery of Cincinnati having voted
that all infants dying in infancy
are saved, the Cincinnati In-

‘quirer of Nov. 20, 1889, com-
ments upon the action as fol-

lows - —

“By a vote of twenty-two to eighteen,
the Presbytery of Cincinnati concluded
that ¢ all infants dying in infancy are
saved.” Bless their dear little hearts, how
they mustrejoice at this declaration! But
let them pause a moment and reflect upon
the solemn fact that a change of only
three votes would have damned them
forever.”

[ | WS

"TuE Christian Advocate of this
city says —

That idleness is a prolific cause of vice
and crime is made clear by facts con-
stantly coming under the observation of
those who read the papers and study the
condition of society.

This is true, and being true is
it not a little strange that so many
‘of those who know that it is true
are in favor of laws compelling
people to be idle one day each
week. There can be no doubt
that Sabbath keeping is a good
thing ; but habitual idleness one

day each week is not Sabbath-|

keeping; only those keep a Sab-
bath, in any proper sense of the
word, who observe the day unto
the Lord. The Adwocate is right,
¢idleness is a prolific cause of
vice,” and therefore all laws that
foster idleness foster vice,
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Owing to a lack of funds the ‘“‘publica-
tion of documents of the American Sab-
bath Union for 1890 has been postponed.

-+
+-

Taz field secretary of the American Sab-
bath Union announces that he will make
another lecture trip across the continent
and back, starting across in April and
reaching the Atlantic again in August.
Definite dates and places of giving the
lectures, are not yet announced.

N P U —

Tae local Sunday bill for the District of
Columbia was presented in the House of
Representatives by Representative Breck-
inridge, of Kentucky. The Speaker re-
ferred it to the Committee on Education
and Labor, but by request it was after-
ward referred to the Committee on the
District of Columbia. We hope to have
a copy of the bill for comment in our next
igsue. ’

&
>

‘WE have received a circular from the
secretary of the American Sabbath Union,
announcing that the Union is to hold a
convention at Washington, D. C., January
30 and 31. ‘““‘Everybody” is invited, but
‘““egpecially the friends of the American
Civil Sabbath in Virginia, West Virginia,
Maryland, and the District of Columbia.”
““The leading purpose of the convention”
as announced ‘‘ig to urge upon Congress
the request of the commissioners of the
District of Columbia” for a Sunday law.
The circular announces that ¢ distin-
guished Senators, Congressmen, pastors
and others are expected to speak” besides
Mr. Crafts.

>4
4

CoLoNEL SHEPARD of the so-called Sab-
bath. Union, is making himself ridiculous
and bringing religion, which he is sup-
posed to represent, into contempt by such
utterances as the following which is at-
tributed to him in a speech before the re-
cent Dominion Evangelical Alliance:—

The West Shore and Hudson River Railways,
which were started for the purpose of running Sun-
day excursions, were driven into bankruptcy by the
Lord. A new management cut off: the Sunday
traffic as far as possible, and now-their finances are
in good condition. At one time no Sunday elevated
trains were run on the Sabbath, when it was ar-
ranged that a train should be asked for by a Chris-
tian minister, who, by the way, very soon was
called away from earth.

‘It may do to talk this sort of stuff to

people who do not know the facts in the

case, but it will not impress others very
much. The truth is that the West Shore
Railroad was driven into bankruptey by a
most ruinous competition. Then it passed
under the management of the New York
Central and Hudson River Railroad. The
rates were increased and the number of
trains reduced, and the Vanderbilts make
money out of it, And Sunday trains both
freight and passenger are run, and have
been all the time, both on the West Shore
and the New York Central.

-
&>

Iris stated that the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland hasissued a pastoral
address onnon-church-going and its causes,
which it asks to be read over the pulpits
in all the churches on a convenient Sab-
bath. It points out that in Glasgow, the
most populous city of Scotland, there are
not fewer than one hundred and twenty
thousand persons who are alienated from
public worship. It is further remarked
that there is a similar and alarming pro-
portion of people in other towns, and even
in rural parishes, who habitually absent
themselves from church.

It may be interesting to remember in
this connection that Scotland is probably
the most strict Sunday observing country
in the world; but it seems that something
more than simply refraining from work
on Sunday is required to imake people
pious, or even to insure their attendance
at church. Evidently that which Scot-
land needs (?) is alaw requiring every body
to attend church who is not excused for
some good and sufficient reason. * The
National Reformers should see what can
be done for the country of the Cove-
nanters.

P
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‘We should like for some of the people
who favor the suppression of base ball on
Sunday, to point out what there is about a
base-ball game that is uncivil on Sunday
any more than on any other day. No one
pretends that the playing of a game of
base-ball is uncivil in any sense. It can-
not be shown that it is in any way uncivil
on Sunday, and it is not because of any
incivility in it that they propose to sup-
press it on Sunday. Nor is this all; the
playing of base-ball is not even irreligious,
It is true that men who are not religious
play base-ball. It is equally true that men
who are religious, and strictly so, can play
base-ball and still be religious. Then it is
not because the playing of base-ball is
either uncivil or irreligious that they pro-
pose to suppress it on Sunday; it is solely
because Sunday is held by certain people
to be a religious day, and that it is to be
devoted to religious exercises; and as the
playing of base-ball is not a religious exer-
cise, therefore it is not consistent with the
religious observance of a day. Conse-
quently the only purpose of the enactment
and enforcement of Sunday laws is to en-

-force the observance of it as a religious

day. ¥ is to compel people who are not

religious to pay religious tribute to those
who pretend to be religious. But if the
Government is to do this in one thing when
it is demanded, why not in everything else
as 1 may be demanded, and have a thor-
ough-going union of Church and State at
once. That will be the outcome of a na-
tional Sunday law.

-
-

THERE was lately organized, in the City
of New York, a league professedly to
maintain American institutions. We have
not yet seen a copy of its constitution or
any official statement of its objects, but
from what we can gather from the news-
paper report, it seems to be more than
anything else an organization to maintain -
American Protestant institutions as against
Catholic institutions. Like most of the
attempts in this line, that have lately been
made, this looks too much like an attempt
to put Protestantism in the place of legal
recognition rather than Catholicism, and
no American institution can ever be de-
fended by any such means as that. Prot-
estantism as an established religion, is
only the Papacy in principle and under
another name. We shall give our readers
more particulars in this matter hereafter.

<
-

‘¢ ONE of the most prominent characteris-
tics of the American Sabbath Union, says
its organ, the Pearl of Days, is its broad
basis of practical Christian union for one
national, civil, and religious object. Its
only ‘shibbotleth’ is the preservation of
‘the Christian Sabbath as a day of rest
and worship.” It hag no ‘sibboleths’ no
other motto upon its banner. For this su-
preme end Protestants and Roman Cath-
olics can and do co-operate, even if they
are not incorporated in the institution it-
gelf. Religion and patriotism combine
together to keep and to hand down to sue-
ceeding generations the blessing of ‘the
Lord’s Day.’

Certainly the objeet of the so-called un-
ion is ““civil and religious;” it is civil in
that it demands that the civil power en-

force a religious ingtitution; and it is re-

ligious in that the great underlying wmo-
tive of the leaders in the ‘‘union” is the
exaltation of Sunday because of the sa-
credness which in their minds attaches to
that particular day. The term ¢ civil”
which they use is simply sugar used to
catch flies that might not relish the odor
of Church and State vinegar.
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