‘

2

% Sanetify them through thy truth thy word is truth,” John 17:17,

VYorume 1.

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA, FEBRUARY, 1886.

NuMmBER 2.

BibTe Geho andl Signe of the Times,
ISSUED MONTHLY
for the

AUSTRALIAN BRANCH
of the

international Bract and Missionary Sociely.

00—
Devated to the promulgation of moral and social reforms, from a
wpurely Bible stand-point,

Addyess all communications to MBihle Eehe, HEcho Publishing
House, corner of Rae and Scotochmer Streets, North Fitzroy, Victoria.

Peace,

How blest the heart that knows thy peace—
The peace which floweth as a river;

So calm, o clear, it ne’er shall cease,
But, broad and deep, flow on forever,

‘What grief and fear and venomed sting
Thy world-tost children often carry !
-The burden to thy feet they bring,
But leave it only while they tarry.

“He carcth for you.” O my Loxd,

'Thou art my God—there’s none above thee;
All things, according to thy word,

Shall work for good to them that love thee.

Then let me cast on thee my care;

Dwell in thy smile when days are dreary;
. Trust thee through all, howe'er it fare;

. Rest in thine arms when faint and weary,

But more than all, grant me the grace
Todo thy will, O gracious giver;
Then may T hope to know thy peace—
The peace that floweth as a river,
—EBlste Dundee, in Presbyterian,

Geweral  Qaticles,

Man’s Obligation to Ged.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

To cach of us Glod has committed sacred trusts,
for which he holds us accountable. He designs that
man shall be so educated as to develop his mental
and moral powers, that he may have a well-balanced
mind and a symmetrical character. ‘Buf education
alone will not prepare him to answer the object of
his creation. He needs the grace of God, and
divineaid awaits his demand, Divine power united
with human effort will enable him to do good and
glorify his Creator.

Few appreciate the value of man, and the glory
that would redound to God were he to cultivate
and preserve purity, nobility, and integrity of
character, The value that Giod sets upon man is
shown in the price that has been paid for his redem-
tion; his love is expressed in that he withheld not
his beloved son, but gave him to die for a sinful
racc. Angels could not, by any sacrifice that they
could male, accomplish the work of man’s redemp-
tion, It was only through the suffering and death
of Christ that he could be restored to the favor of
God. For our sakes, he who knew no sin was
made an offering for sin.  Fe was afflicted, insulted,
oppressed, arraigned as a criminal, he suffered shame,
insult, mockery, and pain.

Christ bore all this to rescue man from the hope-

less state into which he had been brought by his
disobedience of the law of God; for sin is the trans-
gression of the law, and death is its penalty. He
did not suffer to do away with the law or to lessen
its force, but that its claims might be met, and the
sinner be spared. Through his perfect obedience,
the law was exalted and made honorable. To
choose to be a sinner is to refuse to stand before the
throne of Gfod washed from the defilement of sin;
it is to refuge the riches of eternal glory; it is to
refuse to Le a joint-heir with Clurist to the immortal
inheritance, and to be exalted to an equality with
the heavenly angels;—it is to reject all these, and
to choose instead the sure consequence of sin, the
sinner’s fixed doom.

Those who might become co-laborers with Christ,
and do good service in advaneing the interests of
his kingdom, but who use their talents and influence
to tear down instead of to build up, are like noted
rebels; their prominence, the value of the talent
they use in the service of Satan, increases their
gmilt and makes their punishment sure, These will
feel? the wrath of God. They will experience what
Chxjst suffered in saving men from the penalty of
the kbroken law, The value of man and the
measure of his accountability can be known only by
the cross of Calvary, He who presents himself to
the sinner as the one strong to deliver, will prove
himself mighty to execute wrath and judgment upon
every unrepenting son of Adam, He who holds
the worlds in position, who weighs the hills in
scales, and the mountains in a balance, who taketh
up the isles as a very little thing, will shew himself
mighty to avenge his unrequited mercy and spurned
love. Those who flatter themselves that God is too
merciful to punish the sinner, have only to look to
Calvary to make assurance doubly sure that ven-
geance will be visited upon every transgressor of his
righteous law, ‘ .

The penalty for breaking the law of God is pro-

grebsors. 'What unutterable bliss is prepared for
those who will be saved throngh Christ, and what
depths of woe for those who despise and reject his
great salvation! Whatever of a worldly nature
men esteem valuable, sinks into insignificance when
viewed in this light, and how great appears our
obligation to use in the service of God all the
talents that he has intrusted to our keeping.
Science is too limited to comprehend the atone-
ment; the mysterious and wonderful plan of re-
demption is so far-reaching that philosophy cannot
explain it; it will ever remain a mystery that the
most profound rcason cannot fathom. Ifit could
be explained by finite wisdom, it would lose its
sacredness and dignity, It ig'a mystery that One
equal with the eternal Father should so abase him-
self as to suffer the cruel death of the cross to
ransom man, and it is a mystery that God so loved
the world as to permit his Son to make this great
sacrifice, The Holy Spirit exalts and glorifies the
Saviour. It is his office to present Christ, the
great salvation that we have through him, and the
sacred, elevated purity of his rightcotsness, Says
Christ, “He shall take of mine, and shall show it
unto you.” The Spirit of truth is the only effectual
teacher of divine truth; thfse who are taught of
him have entered the school of Christ. How must

) poigionate to the price paid to redeem its trans-

God esteem the race, that he gave his Son to dic
for them, and appoints his Spirit to be man’s teacher
and continual guide. Satan understands this, and
he lays his plans to mar and wound man, the work-
manship of God, and to prevent him from enjoying
the happiness that this great rebel lost through his
disobedience and malice. ) )

Since his fall from Heaven, it has been Satan’s
only joy and constant employment to thwart the
plan of God by preventing the salvation of perish-
ing men, He has carried on this work with marked

success, and will continue it until Christ shall bring

his career to an end. He has tried to induce men
to aid him in treading the honor of God into the
dust, and many have become co-laborers with him,
and have encouraged his rebellion. Those who do
this, who glory in their skepticism, and lead others
to despise the law of Jehovah, place themselves in
the ranks of the enemies of Churist, and use their
influence to destroy rather than to save souls,
They second Satan in his efforts to undermine the
law of God by assuring the sinner that he will be
saved while transgressing that law, They serve
Satan, and will share his terrible fate,

The short space of “time allotted to men here is
exceedingly valuable. Now, while probation lingers,
God proposes to unite his strength with the woak-
ness of finite man, We should so edncate ourselves
that we can serve him intelligently, Those who
have cherished skepticism may, by proper discipline
of the mind, learn to cherish faith, Those who
truly love God will desire so to improve the talents
that he has given them, that they may be a bless-
ing to others. And by and by the gates of Heaven
will be thrown wide open to admit them, and from
the lips of the King of glory the benediction will
fall upon their ear like richest music, “Come, yc
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world.” Thus -
the redeemed will be welcomed to the mansions that
Jesus is preparing for them, Then their com-
panions will not be the vile of the earth—liars,
idolaters, the impure, or the unbelieving, but they
will associate with those who have overcome Satan
and his devices, and through divine aid have formed
perfect characters. Kvery sinful tendency, every
imperfection that afflicts them here, has been re-
moved by the blood of Christ; and the excellence
and brightness of his glory, far exceeding the bright-
ness of the sun in its meridian splendor, is imparted
to them. And the moral beauty, the perfection of
his character, shines through them, in worth far
exceeding this outward splendor. They arve without
fault around the great white throne, sharing the
dignity and privileges of the angels.

“Iiye hath not seen, nor car heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them thatlove him.” In view of
the glorious inheritance which may be his, “What
shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” He
may be poor; yet he possesses in himself a wealth
and dignity that the world could mnever bestow.
The soul redeemed and cleansed from sin, with all
its noble powers dedicated to the service of God, is
of surpassing worth; and there is joy in Heaven, in
the presence of God and holy angels, over one
sinner that repents,—a joy that is expressed in songs
of holy triumph.
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What is Religion ?

THE time was when Christians eschowed
dancing and card-playing. From present ap-
pearances we should not be surpriced to sec
them introduced as accompaniments of' the
Wednesday evening prayer-meeting. We are
told there is no harm in those things. But they
are the craze of the most ignorant, vicious, and
immoral members of the human family, Collect
the scum and offscouring of the earth together
and a pack of cards and a fiddle will be sure to
appear very soon. Isthere a denin this or any
other city whoere cards are not as nocessary as
beer or rum? Sad compliment to the enlight-
enment of this boasted and boastful nincteenth
century, toits refinemont and tastes, that it must
find the means of killing time in the imitation
of the vulgar and degraded. “But dancing is
an elegant amusement, and what is there wrong
about it?” Is it a thing Christians should en-
gage in? Docs it make onc better? Does it
bring one nearer to God? Does it develop the
higher and nobler traits of churactor? Does it
fill the prayer-mecting? Does it lead to closer
communion with God? Are thos¢ who are most
diligent in attendance on the card-table and the
ball-room those who are ready to pray and
speak in the prayer-mocting, to counsel those
who are inquiring? “But young people learn
manners, and it is very important that boys and
girls should know how to behave in company.”
So it is, and they should learn to behave prop-
orly while young, and parents, not a dancing
master, should be their teachers. Manners arve
quite as necessary in other places as in a ball-
room, however, and if certain young gentlemen
whom we see at church and Sunday-school who
are full of etiquette, whosec bows are faultless
and the smiles perfection itsclf, are fair speci-
mens, we want no child of onrs, not any in which
we feel an intercst, to know anything of oti-
quette. The great rules of good conduct, rever-
ence for God and respect for man, they have not
learned, and, if they have any maunners worth
speaking of, they carctully leave them at home
on Sundays, wheun they arc almost as useful as
at any other time.

It seems to us that a very good test of the
character of a calling or amusement ts the char-
acter of thoge who are most devotedly attached
to it, and the effects it produces. Examine the
dance and the card-table, Do voufind the most
earncst, dovoted followers of Christ there? Do
inquirers after Christ flock there? Do they lead
to Christ? How many converts come from the
ball-room and the eard-table? If they lead not
men to Christ, then they are not aids to the
growth of the soul in grace and knowledge of
the tvuth,

Religion, if a mere mattor of form, can have
little influence on the life. If it consists in the
adoption of cerlain principles of action, il must,
as far as those principles differ from those for-
merly acted upon, chango the conduct and lead
to o different life. 1If the Christain and he who
professes no religion, live and act alike, in what
do they differ? Why, then, not admit to the
church, without question, all who are willing to
assist in paying the expenses? But lo us it
scems that all Christ’s teachings, ag well as thoge
of the apostles, makes it plain that the Christian
is not to follow the example of the world, but
to deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Je-
sus; that he is to so live that the world may
know that he is a follower of Christ; thut he is
to eschew all those things that do not farther
the interests of Christ’s kingdom; that he is to
waleh and pray lest he enter into temptation;
that to him it must not be cnough that a thing
ia bad; it must be good.  He should be a living
epistle. read and known of all men; a bright and
phining light and way-mark for the kingdom of
I aven. These principles must influence his
whole life, not simply =cnd him to church Sun-
dav and once in a while to prayer-mecting.  He
st know as muech of the Bible as of the last

novel—and how many professors of religion do
not! The Bible must be to him a higher author-
ity than Shakespoare, and he will much prefer
to hear it gnoted from the pulpit than to being
troated to the great dramatist’s lucubrations.
The way of life ig straight and narrow, and we
do not believe the traveler will be able to find
room for much baguagoe, and we imagine fow
Chrigtians will place among their treasurcs a
Pack of cards, a violin and a series of opera tick-
cts. It would be well for every professing Chris-
tian to thought ully consider these matters and
to decide, aski.g God for light and guidance,
whether he can sngage in these things or not.

The chirrch Is weak through following the
world. It grovels in the dust, begging for
friends to earry on its work, giving entertain-
ments that would be just as appropriate in a
Baddhist temple as in a church, and engaging
in or cncouraging questionable means of obtain-
ing money, means that Christians should be
ashamed of.  Ts this religion? Is this serving
God ?—O0ttawa Republican.

The Danger of Riches.

Twere must be some fascination in moncy
itself; or a delusion in the hope of possible good
to be derived from its possession. The latter
proposition is true, and the good which men
expeet from riches is perfection. All nature
aspires to porfection, and the lower oreation
roalizes its aspiration, under normal conditions
and favorable circumstances. Man roalizes a
constitutional demand for perfection, and is
over sccking after it. An error of judgment
as to tho idea of perfection, and the law of its
attainment, and the conseqnent fact of failure,
do not vitinte the gencral principle that man
desires perfection.

But what perfection is there in being rich?
Respectability.  The principle involved in this
iden is our respoct for the opinions of othors.
No woman, for example, is governed strictly
by her own taste, or that of the sterner sex, in
the charactor and style of hor dress; but she
is & slave to the opinions of others of her own
sox, by whose judgment she must stand or fall.

Men seek wealth from the same motive.
Even the swinish miser, who despises rank and
station, and ignores society, is in pursuit of the
perfection of respectability. o expects the
verdict of “well done” from his fellow-men,
and to enjoy the honor of having attained the
highest excellence. He cannot be supposed to
be governed by any other motive to his low
ambition. His comfort could be promoted with
less than the sum to which he aspires; besidos,
o, a8 a fact, ignores comfort in any circum-
stances.  1le aspires to perfection—the personal
excellence of boing rich—this, and mnothing
more.

There is a nobler class of mammon-worship-
ors, who, though they are governed by the
same aspiration for perfection, expect to attain
it in a respectability of state and commercial
powor and influence. They constantly aim at
a position and circumstances which will oxcite
wonder in 1he vulgar herd, and causc people
to say, “There goos Money-bags”—«That is
Casl’s ostablishment”—“Ile rents a pew in
thiec church of the holy 7-30’s”"— Old Stocks-
and-sccuritios controls this eonterprise,” or
“owns that system.” And an additional fasei-
nation is added to the bait by the possible hope
of controlling legislation and corrupting the
judiciary.

Millionaives are sometimes seized with a par-
oxysm of liberality, and they supply another
condition of respectability—appavent benevo-
leee.  But, with rare cxcoplions, men of this
class cannot, even by a streteh of charity, be
supposed to know anything of the spirit of
true benevolonce. They affect humanity and
the grace of Christian liberality to securc the
applause of men, and Jesus says: “They have

their roward.” Men will talk, and newspapers
will publish, and the donor is made famous, and
becomes the ¢ynosurc of universal gaze.

The apostle Paul says, “But they that will
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and, hurtful lusts, which
drown men in destruction and perdition. For
the love of money is tho root of all evil; which,
while some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and picrced themselves through with
many sorrows.” 1 Tim. 6:9, 10.

If the reader will take pains to analyze this
soripture, he will see that God rogards riches ag
dangerous, and their g)ossession to be deprecated
rather than desired. Two points only we
would note: “They that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare.”” The idea is that of
a gin or trap concealed by a fascinating bait in
order to obtain which the unwary bird or beast.
approaches at the unconscious risk of its life
and liberty. How exprossive this figure for its
purposcs!  The fascination of wealth, with all
its desirable possibilities, lures the man to his
destruction; for it is added, ‘“which drown
men in destruction and perdition.” Second
point: “Which while some coveted after, they
have orred from the faith, and pierced them-
selves through with many sorrows.”

No more fatal cause of apostasy and final
skopticism oxists than the inordinate love and
ardent pursuit of monecy. It is an absorbing
pursuit, and so occupios the time that it leaves
no opportunity for worship, and so fills the
heart that it leaves no room for God. And
success often inspires such a dangerous feeling
of independence and self-sufficiency that the
poor, deluded victim of avarice exclaims: “ Tt is
vain to serve God.)” No wonder it is said:
“They have pierced thomselves through with
many sorrows.” It is a scene calculated to
make an angel weep, that of a once pious man
having forsaken God, and being now forsaken
of God, all as the effect of loving money.

Liet us all heed the words of him who said:
“] counsel thee, to buy of me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich;’ then we shall
have imperishable riches whose values never
change, and far beyond the reach of flood and
fire.—Alfred Graham, D. D., in Bible Banner.

StupenTs of “ Comparative Religion,” as it is
called, have insisted upon the ¢« study of the an-
cientreligions,” that thereby we may understand
what Max Muller styles “the divine education
of the human race.” Pocts have taken their old
and romantic legends and woven them into at-
tractive stories, whore the constant implication
is that just as the good and beautiful and true
are conjoined in Christianity, so are they in the
faiths which it proposes to displace. Very sage
advice is often tendered to Christian missionaries
by all-knowing cditors and writers of articles
for magazines, in which they are counseled to
hunt out the good things which are ecmbosomed
in these old religions, and found their instruc-
tion on them, and not prejudice their canse and
offend the people by demanding the instant and
utter abandonment of their traditional faiths.
It certainly adds to the discouragements of the
Christian missionary that he is forced to the
conviclion that while heis confronting the dark
and terrible systens of error in the lands where
they uro dominant, a latent skopticism behind
him is imbuing the public mind, and to some
extent the Christian mind, with the thought
that his work is needless and thercfore value-
less, and that he is doing no service to the poor
men whom he persuades to surrender their
hereditary faith and aceept the new gospel
which he brings.——Sel.

Taere arve fow more certain evidences of tho
deterioration of a man’s moral nature than the
increasing toleranco with which he views low:
standards of conduct, as held by others in that
sphere of socicty in which his lot is cast,
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The Last Call,

. THE prophetic word of God and its {ul(illnent
shut us up to the conclusion that the time has
come for the closing message of probation to be
given. This being so, earth has novoer before
heard a message so solemi and important. The
eternal destiny of the-living generation is to be
decided by it.

All the great lines of prophecy declare with
united voice that the end of the world’s sinful
career is at hand. Hvery sign given in the
word of God declares that the perils of the last
days are upon us. Wickedness, as foretold,
abounds; and infidelity and lawlessness have
almost reached the highest summit, or rather
lowest depth, possible,

The word and works of God being infallible,
if the time has come for the last message, the
message i8 come also; and we cannot reasonably
come to any other concluxion bnt that the work
now being done, claiming to be the fulfillment of
the predicted message, is gennine-—that it is in
truth the work of God. llow solemmn then the
warning message now boing sounded through
the earthl How important the precious mo-
ments that remain of probationary time! Oh,
that God would help us to realize it! May we
have grace to act as thongh we Dbelieve the
truth that pertains to this time. Never did
weightier responsibilities rest upou a people
than those that rest upon those who know the
thrilling truth connected with the Third Angel’s
Message.

Brethren, it is my highest aspiration to have
a humble part in this work of the Liord—to do
the very work which God would have me do.
And I fervently pray God to gtant me this por-
tion, and still give me o part in his work. The
reward of well-doing will be snre to all who
shall have done well. k. B, CorrreLL.

Present Possession and Future Promige,

Gon’s best gifts to his loved ones are not al-
ways in good things of immediate possession,
Some who are very dear to God have only
promises to live on; they walk by faith, and not
by sight, all their lives through. In the glow-
ing record of the ancient workers of faith, in
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, it is said,
with reference to the carlier patriarehs: © These
all died in faith, not having reccived the prom-
igses, but having seen them and greected tlicin
from afar, and having confessed that they were
gtrangers and pilgrims on the earth;” and,
again, it is said, of the Iater men and women of
God, at the close of that voll of fame: «And
thege all, having had witness borne to them
through their faith, received not the promise’—
in its fulfillment. This same trath is brought
out most touchingly by Joshua, in his closing
address to assembled Isrnel at Shechem.  Inre-
peating the story of God’s dealings with his
covenant people, Joshua tells of Abraham, called
out from his Mesopotaunian home, and promiscd
an inheritance in the land of Canaan, “And L
took your fathcer Abrahan; and led
him throughout all the land of Canaan,” says
the Lord, speaking by Joshua, “and [I] gave
bhim—Isaac.” All that Abraham received in
the present was first a promise, and then a link
with tho next gencration, to which the promise
was handed down.  Abraham never had a per-
manent possession in Cunaan, except in a burial-
place, and that he had to pay full price for.
“And I gave unto Isane, Jacob and Hsan,” con-
tinues the Lord. “And I gave unto Hsan
Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his
‘children went down into Hgypt.” lsau was
the first one to receive solid carthly possessions;
and that was heeanse lie despised promizes, and
preferred to have in hand whatever was to be
his treasure.
having received the [nifiiled] promises,” and
not being dissatisficd with their lot.  After this,

Al the others lived and died “not |

as the Lord reminds his people, the Israclites
had Canaan given into their hmids to possess
and to enjoy. But the sequel shows that that
people did not walk so surely by sight as their
fathers had walked by faith.  After all, the hest
things which God couwld give to his children
now, arc not the things which show most in, and
for, the present. Hsau's share is not so desira-
ble as Jacob’s, in thelong run.  Neither a mess
of pottage nor a real estate transfor is ro good
a portion, fora trne-hearted child of God. as an
inheritance in the promises. Hsau and Jacob
each ehose what he preferred; and the Lord
gave him what he chose. And the Lord is
likely to give us that which we choose. Ilot
pottage and real cstate do look tempting at
times; but the promises are worth infinitely
more. When the choice comes 1o us, we munst
deeide for the one portion or the other. We
cunnot Jool for both.—Sel.

TPSAT.M IXT.

Omn, hear me, Jehovah ! atiend to my prayer!
Jrom ends of the earth unt thee will T ery,

When my heart is o’erburdened with sorrow and eate,
Oh, lead to the Rock that is higher than 1!

My shade and my shelter thou ever hast beent
My tower of defense, that scen ity biings!

Let me dwell in the couits where thy glory is seen,
And trust evermore in the shade of thy wings.

0 God, thou hast heaid and accerted my vow,
And giv’st me a portion with those thit are thine;
Thou wilt lengthen the life of thy sc:vant below,
And establish his throne in Innuanael’s live.

He ever doth sit before God as a king,

And thy mercy and trath shall surroand him for rye;
For this unto thee endless praise will 1 :ing,

And daily my vows to thy name will I puy.

—Rev. William Wye Swmith.

Jesus Weeping.

W. G. SceavrrLer deaws the following inter-
esting reflections on the tenderness which Je-
sus manifested over human suffering:—

« Jesus wept over the woes of a single city;
and do you think that he never wept pver the
woes of a world? lle wept in public, where he
certainly would have restrained his feelings s
much ag possible; and do you not think he wept
in secret? Could we lift the sacred veil of hLis
solitary hours, of hisscusons of retivement while
an obscure workman at Nazareth, of his forty

days’ fusting and prayer in the wilderness, of

his vigils ont the mountain-top and in the des-
ert, what prayers, what intercessions, what
tears, what tender and heavenly sympathics
with the sorrows and woes of humaty, would
come to light!  1lis affections were not limited
toJudea; he did notlove those merely who loved
him. Jle wept at the grave of Lazarus, and
over the distress of Martha and Mary; and why

not over the great congregation of the dead of

a handred and thirty gencrations past; and over
all the broken lhearts of widows and orphans
from the beginning of the world? Why not
over the disivesses of all the sick, the delivinm
of the deranged, the agonics of the dying? Do
you not see why he went about with restess
assiduity to console, to comiort, to bind wup
broken hearts, raising the dead, curing and
cleansing and restoring men to the enjoyment
of health, sight, hearing, and rcason? How
could he do otherwise, with a hoavt Like his?
He would have done 80, though no man would
have believed in him on that account, or returncd
to him a grateful word or look.”

TEMPTATIONS are among the means or Chris-
tian growth. HEvery time that a temptation is
mastered, and we are able to say, “Got thee
behind me, Satan,” we add another link to our
armor. When trials are courageonsly sur-
mounted, when the plot which is laid for our

destruction is frustrated, we feel the thrill of

victory, and are stronger than before—Sel.

The Righlander’s Prayer.

A Scorer Highlander, who served in the first
disastrous war with the Anteriean colonies, waug

‘brought before the commanding officer one

ovening charged with the eapital offense of
being in communication with the enemy. The
charge could not well be preferred at a more
dangerons time.  Ouly a few weeks had elapsed
since  Major ‘Andre had been executed, und
the indignation of the British, exasperaicd
a'most to madness by this event, had not yet
cooled down.  There was, however, no direet
proof” against the Highlander. He had boen
scen in the gray of the twilight stealing out
from a clump of underwood that bordered on
the forests which at that period covered the
greater part of the United Colonies, and which,
in the immediate neighborhood of the British,
swarmed with the troops of Washington. All
the rest was mere inference and conjecture.
The poor man’s defense was summed up in a
very few words. He had stolen away from his
fellows, he said, to spend an hour or two in
gecroet prrayer,

“Have you been in the habit of spending
hours in scceret prayer?”’ sternly asked the
officer. himself a Scotehman.

The Highlander replied in the affirmative.

“MThen,” said the officer, drawing out his
watch, “never in all yoor life had you more need
for prayer than now; kneel down, sir, and pray
aloud that we may hear you.”

The llighlander, in cxpectation of instant
death, knelt down. His prayer was that of one
long acquainted with the appropriate langnage
in which the Christian addressed his Goﬁ. %t
breathed an imminent peril, and earnestly im-
plored the divine interposition in the threaten-
ing dauger—the help of Him who in timesof
extremity 13 strong to deliver. It cxhibited,
in short, a 1nan who wag thoroughly conversant
with the scheme of redemption, and fully im-
pressed with the necessity of personal interest
in the advantages it secures, had made the busi-
ness of salvation the work of muny a solitar
hour, and had in consequence acquired muc{
fluency in expressing all his various wants as
they occurred, and his thonghts and wishes as
they arose.

“You may go, sir,” said the officer, when he
concluded; “you have, I dare say, not been in
correspondence with the enemy to-night.”

“His statement,” he continned, addressing
himself to the officers, “is undonbtedly eorreet,
No one could have prayed so without a lon
apprenticeship; fellows who never attend dril
always got ill at roview.”"—Zugh Miller.

Sentiments of Rome,

To arve the Bible to the laity, is to cast
pearls before swine.—Cardinal Hostus,

There is 1o other remedy for the evil but to
put heretics (Protestants) to death.-——Belarmine,

Let the pnblic school system go to where it
cane from—rthe devil—Freeman's Journal.

We hate Protestantism; we detest it with
ouv whole heart and soul.—Catholic Visetor.

We will take this country and build eur in-
stitutions over the grave of Protestantism.—
Priest Hecker.

Religious liberty is only endured until the
opposite can be carried into effect.—Bishop
0'Connor.

God’s tribunal and the pope’s tribunal are
the same. All others are his subjects,—
Muscovius.

I wouald as soon administer the sacraments to
a dog as to Catholics who send their children to
the public schools.-—Priest Walker.

We are not advocates of religious freedom,
and we repeat we are not—Shepherd of the
Valley.
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The Organized Church.

Tne most important organization among men

isthe Christian Church. 1t is composed of those’

.who have chosen to-separate themselves- from
‘ovil and yield obedience to the Creator, to whom
all allegiance is duc. It is the most honorable
association with which man can be counected,
a8 its members are called the sons of God. 1
John 3:1. It is the only organization upon
earth that has a Heaven-given assurance of an
existence beyond this life. Its grand Head and
High Priest exercises the functions of his office
at the right hand of the Majesty of Heaven
(Heb. 8:1), whence he is in constant commu-
nication with the “body,” by means of his Holy
Spirit.

But not the least important feature of this
organization is its part in the actual work of
salvation. The church as a body figures very
prominently in the great plan, and has a re-
markable degree of power and authority deli-
gated to it. See Matt. 18:17-20. Weo do not
accede to it that exclusive authority upon carth
which the papal church arrogates to itself, its
pope “exalting himself above all that is called
God” (2 Thess. 2:4), even claiming the right
to change the times and the laws established by
the authority of the Creator (Dan. 7:25), This
we hold to be an unscriptural and blasphemous
extreme.

But there is another extreme quite as danger-
ous as to results, though having a less presump-
tive appearance. This is manifested in the idea
held by some that individual Christians arenot
responsible to any human organization at all for
their actions; that if they only believe on Christ,
they are at liberty to act perfectly independent
of everybody clse. Therc is a degree of self-
gufficiency about this position that is unwar-
ranted by the example and teachings of Christ
and the apostles.

The Saviour honorved his organized church
under both the old and new covenants. Iied
by the Spirit, his parents, when he was an infant,
observed the rcquirements of the church law
respecting him. Matt. 2 :21-28,39,42,43. We
also read that it was his custom to attend the
synagogue. Luke 4:16. And when on a cer-
tain occasion he healed a leper, he sent him to
the priest to “offer the gift that Moses com-
manded.” Jesus also met with his church sev-
cral timeg after his resurrection and gave them
instruction vegarding his future work through
their instrumentality, enduing them with the
authority he designed them to exercise in
his abscnce. Matt. 28:18-20. Me recognized
them as'a legitimate body after his ascension,
by choosing through his Spirit an apostle in
place of Judas; and also by sending the spirit
upon them on the day of Pentecost; and espe-
clally in that he “added to them daily such as
should be saved.” Acts 2:47.

There are, however, two notable instances
which seem to show at a glance the prominent
position assigned to the church in the work of
redemption. 1. The conversion of Saul. 'The
Lord met bim in person, and overcame him
physically and spiritually, and convicted him of
hig great error. But when it came to giving
him nstruction how to proceed under the eir-
cumstances, a most critical period, the Master
just turned over the afflicted convert to the
church, whose business it was to show him'the
path of duty. “Rise and enter into the city
and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”
Acts 9:6. He was passed right into the hands
of those whom he had come to persecute—by
them to have his eyes opened, be baptized, and
be inducted into the recognized organization
of belicvers.

2. The conversion of Cornelius is a marked
case, being the first record of apostolic labor for
the Gentiles. Cornelinug was a devout man, and
God sent an angel to give him a start in finding
salvation. But the angcl did not give him the
© details of duty; he merely referred him to a

minister of the gospel, an apostle in the church,
for instruetion.

Gtod bas made the church the channel through
which to give light to the world, and the means
of succoring those who throw off their allegiance
to sin and enlist under bis banner. There was
no man more intimately connected with the
Lord himsclf, after the resurrection, than Paul.
No one could have more reason to think that a
personal relationship tothe Saviour was all that
was necessary. Yet so far as the inspired rec-
ord informs us, he traveled more and estab-
lished more churches than all the other apostles
combined. And wherever he succeeded in gain-
ing converts, he was careful to have them fully
organized, and to have the necessary officers
appointed. Acts 14:21-23. Nor did he end
his work with this precaution; he continued to
wateh over them with a father's care. He tells
us, Acts 11:28, that he had upon him daily
“the care of all the churches;” and he was es-
pecially solicitous for unity and harmony in
their ranks. To this end the apostie, either
personally, or by letter, or by his co-laborers,
faithfully exhorted and encouraged them, that
their organization and consequent usefulness
might be preserved. Only by their organiza-
tion ecould he have kept any trace of their
progress and spiritual condition. It is the only
way in which the church can protect itself from
imposture, or make any successtul aggressive
movement whatever.

The importance which God attaches to his
church is manifested in the spiritual gifts, and
illustrated by the figure of the “body,” in 1
Cor. 12. 1lere is brought to view the highest
type of human organization, without which’ it
would be impossible for the disciples to be
“one,” as the Master had specially enjoined. In
no other affairs of life do men undertake to
maintain unity of purpose without organization.

But some who profess a desire to be Chris-
tiars maintain that they can do so without
joining the church and assuming its responsi-
bilities; and others in the ranks of membership,
who tire of the restraints of the body, tell us
they ean be “just as good Christians out of the
church as in it.”  Perhaps they can; but this is
the place of safety provided by the Good Shep-
herd, and those who prefer to remair outside
have no assurance of protection from the enemy.
The plea so often made, that there are incon-
sistencies in the body, and hypocrites among
the members, will not stand in the Judgment as
an excuse for neglect of known individual duty.
It is possible that such an excuse is a mere
subterfuge to avoid the restraints and shirk the
responsibilities of membership; and those who
present such pleas prefer to forego the privileges
rather than assume the duties of the gospel.
But all such attempts to gain an entrance to
the everlasting kingdom will be detected by
the all-seeing eye of him who has prescribed
the way. All attempts, of whatever nature, to
improve upon the plan originated by the Spirit
and adopted by the apostles, for carrying on
the work of salvation under the gospel of
Christ, will prove utterly furtile in the end, and
disastrous to those who are deceived thereby.

But in the midst of the multitude of churches,
all claiming to be right yet greatly differing,
how shall we be guided to that which is true?
Be guided by the word of God, and be warned
by the same word against this Babylon of di-
vigion and confusion, Rev.18:4. “Every one
that is of the truth heareth my voice,” said
Josus to Pilate. John 18:37. His voice spoke
the moral law from Sinai. Ex. 20 and Déut 5.
And till heaven and earth pass this law will not
pass away. Matt. 5:17,18. He himself com-
manded his ordinances. Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke
22:19, 20; John 13; 1 Cor. 11:23-26. This
law and these ordinanccs have been perverted
or ignored by the Babylon churches, They do
not hear his voice. He also spake by his an-
gel to his servant John, and in that Revelation
it i3 shown what organization shall resist the

mark of the beast who with his followers « shall
drink of the wine of the wrath of God.” Chap.
14: 12 says it is “they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Amnother
distinctive feature of the church is that they
will be waiting and watching for the Lord at
his coming, according to his admonition. Matt.
24:32-47; 25:1-13; Rev, 16:15; Isa. 25:8, 9.
These are all plainly marked features; no one
can mistake them who earnestly sceks for the
right in the light of the Scriptures. Find thexo
combined in one organization, and you have the
church of God. With such plain dircctions as
these in the inspired word, he is without excuse
who is led by the blind or by the vicious into
the ditch. W. N. GLENN.

Is Protestantism True to Itself?

THis query was suggested while comparing
the proposed religious amendment of the Con-
stitution of the United States with the follow-
ing from D’Aubigne’s History of the Reformn-
tion, in which he speaks of the two branches of
the work—that in Switzerland, which leaned
upon the civil arm, and that in Germany, which
relied solely upon the arm of the Lord:—

«If there is any doctrine that distinguishes
Christianity from every other religion, it is its
spirituality. A heavenly life brought down to
man—such is its work; thus the opposition of
the spirit of the gospel to the spirit of the worid
was the grent tact which signalized the entranc.
of Christianity among the nations. But wh:t
its Founder had separated had soon come 1o-
gether again; the church had fallen mto tha
arms of the world; and this eriminal union h-{
reduced it to the deplorable condition in which
it was found at the era of the Reformation,

“Thus one of the greatest tasks of the six-
teenth century was to restore the spiritual ele-
ment to its vights. The gospel of the reformers
had nothing to do with the world and with
politics. While tho Roman hierarchy had be-
come a matter of diplomacy and a court intrigue.
the Reformation was destined to excreise no
other influence over princes and people than
that which proceeds from the gospel of peace.

“Tf the Reformation, having attained a cer-
tain point, becamo untrue to its natnre, began (o
parley and temporize with the world, and ceasc.d
thus to follow up the spiritual principle thac
it had so loudly proclaimed, it was unfaithful to
God and to itself.

« Henceforward its decline was at hand.

«1t is impossible for a society to prosper if it
be unfaithful to principles it lays down. Hav-
ing abandoned what constitutes its life, it can
find naught but death. ,

«“It was God's will that this great truth
should be inscrihed on every threshold of the
temple he was then raising in the world; and a
striking contrast was to make this truth stand
gloriously forth. One portion of the Reform
was to seck the allinnce of the world, and in
this alliance find a destruction full of desolation.

« Another portion, looking up to God, was
haughtily to reject the arm of the flesh, and by
this very act of faith, secure a noble victory.

“Jf three centuries have gone astray, it is be-
cause they were unable to comprehend so holy
and solemn a lesson.”

The above speaks for itself; and who, but
those drunk with the “wine of Babylon,” can-
not see that the proposed religions movement
ig contrary to the spirit of the gospel, either as
taught by its Founder or illustrated by ite effect
upon the hearts of men, whencver and where-
ever received. And do we not in this, have ad-
ditional evidence of the fall of Babylon, and
that the time is near for the formation of the
image to the beast and the issning of “unright-
eous decrees” in the intercst of those who sub-
stituted the traditions of men for the command-
ments of God? May God help us to “discern
the signs of the times,” and prepare for the sol-
emn test. S. B. WairNey,
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Punishment of Parental Sins.

By a striking concurrence we have two do-
mestic histories unfolded side by side in the
Bible. Ono is the story of wise parental train-
ing, as illustrated in f?:e case of Elkanah and
Hannah, the father and mothor of Samuel.
The other is the tragic story of Eli, the father
of thoso two “geapegraces,” Ilophni and Phin-
eas. This latter story is a beacon of warning
against parental indulgence of sins committed
by those who are intrusted to us as the trus-
tees of their spiritual welfare. 1t depicts the
errors and the doom of a father who fell a vic-
tim to the sins of his children, which became
really his own sins by his failure to hinder
them at the right time and in the right man-
ner. Among all the Bible narratives, none is
more instructive than the short, sad biography
of gray-hoired Eli.

li exhibited a wondorfully beautiful submis-
siveness to the will of God under a most hu-
miliating trial. When Samuel had told him
every whit of the just judgments that were
impending over him, he uttercd those brave
“words of resignation: “It is the Lord; let him
do what scemeth him good.” We do not ex-
aggerate when we affirm that, if looked at
only on the bright side of his character, Eli
would be one of the most admirable men in
the Old Testamont picture gallery.

But the attractions of the bright side only
decpen the darkness of the dark side. The
clay in Eli's composition was exccedingly frail
and friable. [Hxccllent as were his convictions
of duty, he seems to have been pitiably weak
in working them into practice. There was a
lamentablo lack of will-power. When warned
of his woeaknesses and of the calamities that
would follow them, he did not grasp hold of
duty with a resolute hand and carry it through
with promptness and thoroughness. This foo-
ble irresolution and pulpiness of character
brought fearful miseries upon himself and
wrought fearful mischief to others.

There are too many such people now-a-days
—inen and women of good impulses, but of
weak performance. They lack spiritual force
and fiber; when the strain comes, they snap.
When we hear them pray so penitently over
their own frailties, we do not deny their sin-
cerity; yet as soon as they are done sorrowing,
they begin to sin'again in the same direction,
The one vital point in which high priest’ Ei
broke down most disgracefully was in the
management of his own houschold. This has
given him his unhappy celebrity; his very
name is proverbial for parental neglect, and
for the penalty which such neglect commonly
brings. ,

Eli’s misgovernment of his children had two
cardinal fanlts. One ecrror was that he re-
bulkked his sons too late. The other crror of
the weak-backed Eli was that, having post-
poned his correction of his dissolute sons until
they became hardencd in vice, his words of re-
buke were as weak as water. As quaint old
Matthew Henry remarks, ¢ There was no edge
to his reproofs.” He was not only too late; he
was too lenient.  Eli’s wretched failure was the
failurc of millions of fathers since his day; when
his children were young he would not restrain
them, and when they grew older, he could not.
With a few timid words he vainly strove to
gubduc the stalwart transgressors whom he had
allowed to wax strong and stubborn in their
sing, which had become so rank as to “smell to
Heaven.” 1t was a mournful proof of the old
man's ntter and pitiablo loss of all power of re-
gtraint, that the reckless sons would not even
“hourken to the voice of their father,”

The grace of God is not transmitted by in-
heritance, yet a father's conscientious piety is
often veproduced in his children. If his foot-
prints are deeply indented toward God and
Heaven, he may reasonably hope that his chil-
dren will tread in them. ¢« He sought to the

 to secure what he prays for.

Lord God of his father, and walked in his com-
mandments,” is the Bible description of the
good King Jehoshaphat. If there is a law of
Christian nurture by which, with God’s help,
the godly family becomes a nursery of religion,
so there is a law of unchristian nurture, and
by this law bad opinions and bad habits are
transmitted to the next generation. Whatcver
“fires the father kindles, the children gather
the wood.” If the father sets a decanter on
his table, the boys soon practice at the glass;
a large percentage of all our drunkenness is
hereditary.

Pulpit invitations. and warnings, however
faithful, are drowned amid the din of an irreg-
ular home. Show me a father who talks noth-
ing but money at his own table, and I will
show you a crop of boys whose chief ambition
is'to be rich; show me one who talks horscs
and games, and 1 wiil promise you a fast-driv-
ing troop of young sportsmen. Sbow me one
who fences his home around with God’s com-
mandments, and lights it up with domestic
comforts and pleasures, and anchors himself to
his home, and I will show you the best kind of
restraint from dangerous evening resorts. A
happy Christian home is the surest antidote for
cvil amusements. But if a father hears the
clock strike eleven in the theater or in his club-
house, he need not be surprised if his sons hear
it strike twelve in the drinking-saloon or the
gaming-room or the haunts of the profligate.
Even in spite of the strongest restraints, some
sons will break through into sin; but if a par-
ent leads into irreligion, what but God’s om-
nipotent grace can keep bis imitative houschold
from following him to perdition? The history
of such a family is commonly written in that
frequent linc found in the Old Testament: “lle
walked in all the sins of hig father,. which he
had done before bim.”

But Eli, you may say, was a servant of God.
So he was, in his way, but there are two very
differcnt types of paternal religion. One par-
ent prays at his family altar for the conver-
sion of his children, and then does his utmost
He surrounds his
home with Bible restraints against sinful temyp-
tations. He aims to make both bhis religion
and his home a#éractive. The books he pur-
chases, the journals he takes, the amusements
he provides, the company he invites, the whole
atmosphere of his home, are madc to be a re-
straint against evil by being an attraction to-
ward purity and true religion. The Iloly Spirit
is not involed to convert bis offspring to Christ
while the head of the house is perverting them
to worldliness, or self-secking, or frivolity, or
secret centempt for all religion.

Yet 1 fear that certain fatbers are guilty of
Eli’s folly and fatal blunder. They busy them-
sclves with certain words and acts of religious
observance; they try to serve God in certain
directions; they even pray, formally, for their
children’s conversion. Bnt their daily oxam-
ple, their conduct, and the whole trend of their
influence are not an ecffective restraint against
sin; they do not draw their children toward
Jesus Christ and his commandments as the law
of life. It is a terrible truth to declare, but T
honestly believe that some professed Christians
are an absolute hindrance to the conversion of
their children. Ior the warning of such the
divine Spirit has spread out at full length the
calamitous history of Lli's awful mistalke.

Being dead, Eli yet speaketh. He speaks
to-day, and warns us who arc parents that if
we commit his sin, our sin will yet find us out.
Methinks that from his lips, growing pale in
death, we can catch the faltering words, “A
foolish son i a grief to his father and a bitter-
ness to her that bare him. Correct thy sons,
and they shall give thee rest; yea, delight unto
thy soul. But a child left to himself bringeth
his father and mother to shame.”—7. L. Cuyler.

“HE that reapeth receiveth wages.”

Japanesce Idea of Hell,

ONE of the curious articles exhibited at Tif-
fany’s is a searf of gray Canton crape, which
portrays the infernal regions, according to the
Japanese idea. The scarf is nine yards long,
and half a yard wide. The first scene repre-
sents Satan on earth secking new victims. The
arch-fiend appeoars as a sulphuric, yecllowish-
green demon, with protrunding horns, cloven
teet, and a demoniacal cxpression, luring his
victims into bis net, and plunging them into
fiery depths. They appear to full into a nest
of burning scorpions, where they are tantalized
by a glimpse of their friends enjoying them-
sclves in a lake of dool water. Then in the
next scene Satan takes the form of an immense
dragon, with his hum  vietims crouching at
his feet. They are meoreilessly dragged into
court, and the judge is represented as con-
demning them o be tied to rocks and to have
red-hot Tead poured down their throats. They
are then chased by hyenas through a ficld of
open knives and other sharp instruments. The
victims arc next portrayed as being tortured
by having their limbs sawed off, and by being .
thrown into a revolving wheel of fire. Satan
next appears to be looking out for new vietims
on a ficld of battle. Some of those victims are
made to hug red-hot stove-pipes, while Satan
himself, with a smile, is fanning them. Others
arc swimming in seas of blood, surrounded by
laughing demons.  Others still are seated in a
cauldron of red-hot sulphur, having their tongues
pulled out. Some are represented as carrying
heavy burdevs of coal and throwing it into the
fire to burn new vietims., His Satanic Majesty
is next represented as feeding his subjects with
rice, presumably to give them strength with
which to endurc greater tortures—ANew York
Tribumne.

Ir ig not right to estimate ministerial success
by the number who unite with the church.
The growth of a church cannot be determined
by the numerical increase. God looks to qual-
ity and not quantity. If that minister is most
successful who adds to bis church the largest
number of souls, there are churches that are
lamontable failures when compared with those
of Rome; and thus measured, the most success-
ful chureh of all is, perhaps, the Mormon.
How few convicts Jesus had when he died.
If we exeept the great Pentecostal outpouring,
Dwight Moody has, in all probability, brought
more men and women into the church than
any of the apostles. At the end of the first
century of the Christian era, there were only
about 500,000 professed followers of our Sav-
iour in all the world. The world is not to be
converted by numbers, but by principle; not by
a large, but by a holy church.

«TueN shalt thou prosper, if thou takest
heed to fulfill the statutes and judgments which
the Lord charged; be strong and of
a good courage; dread not, nor be dismayed.”
The assurance of prosperity does not relieve the
child of God from downright work, or from
times of sove trial.  Of course you will prosper,
if you arc doing svhat the Lord has set you to
do; but youmay have a hard time prospering,
Prosperity is often a hard road to travel; and it
sometimes scoms as if the Lord were against
his children on that yoad. If everything seems
to be going wrong with you, while you are sure
that you are going right, keep up and keep at
it; be strong and of good courage; dread not,
nor be dismayed; then shalt thou prosper, if
thou takest heed to fulfill the word of God to
you—12. Clay Trumbull.

“Tms is a faithfnl saying, and these things
I will that thou affirm constantly, tbat they
which havoe believed in God might be carctul to
maintain good works.” Titus 3:8. :
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The Subbath School,

The obiect of the following lessons is to bring ont points «of truth
not conumonly studied by the majority of Bible readers, They will
be found of great benefit to those who will give them caveful study.
The lessons were written espeoially for Sabbath-school elasses, bub
are also demgned for the family cirele. Tet the proof texts he well
gtudied in their conmection with {he subject, and the poinis will
be clearly seon. Some of the references cited appear in heavy-faced
figures, whieh indicates that those texts should be thoroughly com-
nmitted to memory,

IMPORTANT LESSONS ON PROPHECY.

First Sabbath in February,—The Fourth Kingdom.

1. Describe that part of the image which represented
the fonrth kingdom.

2. By what is the same kingdom shown in the sccond
linc of prophecy?

3. How does Daniel, in his interpretation of the drcam,
desceribe the work of this kingdom!  Dan. 2:40.

4, How is that work described in Daniel's vision?
Dan, 7:7
5. How far was that work to extend? Verse 23,

6. What does the prophet say about the division of the
fonrth kingdom? Dan. 2:41,

7. By what was that division indicated in the prophecy
of the four beasts? Dan. 7:24.

8. By what symbol does the first line of prophecy mark
that divigion?

9. When was the predicted division of the fonrth king-
dom cffected? Ins, Between the ycars A, D, 356 and
483,

10, What werc the names of these kingdoms?
note.)

11. What is to be set up in the days of these kings!?
Dan. 2: 44.

12. Since the division of the Roman kingdom did not
begin till A, D. 856, could the evcrlasting kingdom of God
hawve been set up in the days of Christ or his apostles?

13. What, then, mast be the conclusion, regarding the
time when the kingdom of God is to be set ap?

(See

NOTES ON LESSON ONE.

“Tt is certain that the Foman Empire was
divided into ten kingdoms; and though they might
be sometimes more, and sometimes feWer yet they
were still known by the name of the ten kingdoms
of the western empire.—Scott's Commentary,

The Roman Empire was divided, between the
years A.D. 356 and a. . 483. These divisions were
established respectively by the Huns, ao. v. 356;
Ostrogoths, 877; Visigoths, 878; Franks, 407;
Vandals, 407; Suevi, 407; Burgundians, 407;
Heruli, 470: Anglo-Saxons. 476; and Lombards,
483. This enumeration of the ten kingdoms is that
given by Machiavel, in his History of Florence, lib.
i, who is, says Dr. Hales, « the best, because the
most unprejudiced, authority.” The dates are [ur-
nished by Bishop Lloyd; and the whole is ap-
proved by Bishop Newton, Faber, and Dr. Hales.—
Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation.

—— 4—-’———*_—1
Second Sabbath in February.—The Little Horn.

1. Describe the four beasts uof Daniel seven.

2. Whatis described in the eighth verse!?

3. How is thissymbol explained!? Verse 24.

4. What three specifications are given concerning the
career of this power? Verse 25.

5. Has any power ariscu within the bounds of the
Roman Empire that has fulfilled the firsst of these speci- 1
fications? Ans. The ehurch of Rome under the popes.

6. What tltles does the pope of Rome assume? (See,
Note.)

7. What power does the pope claim to possess! Ans,
To forgive sins, to grant indulgences for sin, and to open
and shut heaven.

8. What is meant by granting indulgences for sin?
Ans, Giving a person the right or privilege to commit
sins without his being condemned.

9. What alone can cleanse one from sin?
1 Pet. 1:18, 19.

10. Repeat the second specification of verse 25,

11, Has the papacy worn out the saints of thc Most
High? (See note.)

12, What is the third specification concerning this
power ?

13. How has the papacy thought to change times and
laws? (See note.)

1 John 1:7;

NOTES ON LESSON TWo.

“HE SHALL S8PEAK GREAT WORDS AGAINST THE
Most Hicu.”—This specification is fully met in the
blasphemous titles assumed by the pope of Rome.
He styles himself «“His Holiness,” ¢ Vicegerent of
the Son of God,” “Lord God, the Pope,” “Holy

: be given into his hand?

Father,” “King of the World,” “King of Kings

and Lord of Lords.” He has allowed himself to be
addressed in extravagant terins by his followers with-
out rebuke. A Venetian prelate spoke thus in ad-
dressing the pope: “Thou art our Shepherd, our
Physician, in short, a second God upon earth.” Lord
Anthony Pucel, in the fifth Lateran, said to the
pope, “The sight of thy divine majesty docs not a
little terrify me;j for I am not ignorant that all
power, both in heaven and in uuth is given unto
you.”—T1houghts on Dante] and the Ji('z/el(ttzon

“'To none can this apply so well or so fully as to
the popes of Rome. They have assumed infa]libility,
which belongs only to (od. They profess to for-
give sins, which belongs 'only to Gud.  They profess
to open and shut Heaven, which belongs only to
God. And they go beyond Godin pretending to
loose whole nations from their oath of allegiance to
their kings, when such kings do not please them.
And they go agarnst God, when they give indnl-
gences for sin.  This is the worst of all blas-
phemies.”—Dr. Clarke, on Dan. 7:25.

«“SpaLL, WEAR our TuE SaiNts oF THE Most

Hieun.”—¢Can any onc doubt that this is true of
the papacy? The inquisition; the persecution of
the Waldenses; the ravages of the Duke of Alva;
the fires of Smithfield; the tortures of Goa—indced
the whole history of the papacy may be appealed to
in proof that this is applicable to~that power.’—
Barnes’ Notes on Dan. 7:25.

It is estimated that more than fifty millions of
saints were destroyed by the power of the papacy,
often in the most cruel manner. See Dowling’s
History of Romanism; Histories of the Reforma-
tion, etc.

“SuarL THixk 1o Cuaxer Tivms Axp Laws.”
Not the laws of earthly governments; for this was
ever done by the nations of earth. They are the
laws of the same Being, to whom the saints belong,
who were worn out by persecution; namely, the laws
of the Most High. In its catechisms, the Roman
church has expunged the second commandment of
the decalogue, in order to its adoration of images,
and has divided the tenth to make up the number
ten.
ment the Sabbath of Jehovah, and placed in its
stead a rival institution.—Nee Cutholic Cutechisms.

————————————

Third Sabbath in February.—The Little Horn Continned.

1. When and from whom did the Bishop of Rome first
receive authority over all the churchos!?

2. What kingdoms were ovpposed to the clevation of
the Bishop of Rome? Ans. The Heruli, Vaudals, and
Ostrogoths.

3. What had to be done before the decrce of Justinian
could be carried into effect !/

4, What did the prophecy say respecting this? Dan.,
7:8,20.
5. When was the last of these powers subdued?  /ns.

A.D, 538,

6. At what point of time, theu, was the papacy fully
established ?

7. How long was the little -horn to continue?
7:42.

8. How long were the saints, the times and the laws to
Verse 25.

9. How many symbolic days docs the Revelator give
for the same period? Rev. 12:6,14.

10. What is the Bible rule for
| time?  Hze. 4: 3,6,

11. When did this period of 1,260 years begin?
A. D. 538,

12, When did it end !

13. What event marked the termination of that period?
(See note.)

14. When was the next pope selected?

15. In what respect has the power of the popes been
limited since 1798/ .

Dan.

measuring symbolic

Ans.

NOTES ON LESSON THREE.

The power to exercise authority over all the
churches was first given to the Bishop of Rome by
the Iimperor Justinian, who, in A.p. 533 issued an
edict that the Dishop of that church should be head
over all the churches. This decree being opposed
by those nations wlo were of Arjan bohoh it follows
that until they yielded, or were dviven from the
country, thedecree could not be carvied into effcct.
The Heruli had already retived helore the victorious
arms of the Ostrogoths, under the direction of the

It has also torn from the fourth command-|

eniperor,  The Vandals were subdued in 534 by
the army of Belisariug, and in 538, the Ostrogoths
who were occupying Rome, retired, lcmnu ihat city
in wundisputed possession of the victors.  The last
hindrance to the advauncement of the Roman bishop
being overcome in. the defeat of the Ostrogoths, the
authorlty of the bishop became universal, and le re-
cetved the title of pope, or Holy Father.

On February 10, 1798, General Berthier, at the
licad of the French army, entered Rome, proclaimed
it a Republic, made the pope o prisoner, and for a
time, abolished papal rule. The pope was carried
away a captive to France, where he died the follow-
ing year. Anotler pope was selected and placed on
the throne in the year 1800, but with Linited power;
for since the overthrow of 1798, 1o pope has had
power to depose kings, or to openly persecute dis-
senters, as had been {reely done before.

e - - '
Fourth Sabbath in February.—Daniels Second Vision

1. How long after the vision of the four beasts, did
Dauiel have his sccond vision! Dan. 8:1.

2. Where was the prophet when this vision was given!
Verses 2, )

3. Where was the scene of the vision Jocated

4. Describe what Daniel saw before the river. Verses
3,4.
"5. What did this symbol represent ! Verse 20.
6. What next appeared upon thesceuc of vision ! Verse

D

7. What did he do?  Verscs 6,7.

8. What did the goat represent ! Verse 21.

9. What did the horn bebween bis eyes denote!?

10. When the goat became very greab, what then took
place! Verse 8.

11. What did these four horns denote ! Verse 22.

12. What came forth out of onc of them! Verse 9.

13, What did this little horn denote?  Verse 23.

14, Which of thesc poweis was said to be great !

15. Which kingdom waxed very grect !

16. Of what is it said that it became ereeeding great !

17, Then which of these kingdoms must have been
most powerful !

18, Sinee both the Medo-Persian and Grecian kingdoms
were universal, must not the kingdom represented by the
little horn have also been universal?

NOTES ON LESS0ON FOUR.

The first king of Grecia was Alexander the
Great., He died in the prime of lile, and after his
death, his sons were murdered and lhis empire
divided among his four leading generals.  Scleuens
had Syria and Babylon; Lysimachus had Thrace
and the parts of -Asia on the Iellespont and Bos-
porus, in the north; Ptolemy received Kgypt,
Lydia, Arabia, Palestine, and Ceele-Syria, in the
south; and Cassander had Macedon and (neccc in
the west.

[N

Teaching or being Teacher.

Tuz idea is quite too cownmmon that it is more im-
portant to have  a Sabbath-sclhool class than to
teach a Sabbath-school class; that somehow there
may be a gain in allowing scholars to do just as
they please in a class, rather than to insist firmly
and with kindness on their being orderly and atten-
tive. The truth is, that it W(mld e better to have
one scholar whom you can teach, than forty scholars
who receive no instruction from you. IHere is a
New York State teacher, who is in perplexity on
this point,  He writes:—

“I have had a class of Days in a large Sabbath-
school for about two years. It is the custom in this
school for the librarian to distribute the Library books
before the lesson is half done. When the books
are distributed, the lesson is out of the question,
and the scholars pay no mwore attention to me than
if T were not there. My time, as far as they are
concerned, seems to be simply wasted. True, T
could take the upper hand with them, close their
books, and compel them to listen to the lesson.

But the question with me is, would it not do them
more harm than good to foree the lesson upon them
against their will? I am perplexed about this; aud
I think that I am not the 0111y one in this condition.
Would yon be kind enough to assist me by giving
me a few practical suggestions that will apply to
my case?”



Frsruary, 1886.

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

23

Of course it is wrong to permit the scholars to
read their library books during the time allotted to
the lesson.  Would it be right to permit them to
play eards, or the gem puszle, during the lesson
hour? Would the teacher think it would “do them
more harm than good” to interfere with sueh an
amusement, and “to force the lesson upon them
against their will? TIf it is right to have any con-
trol over the class, it {s right to insist on the duty
of the hour receiving exclusive attention. ¢ Let all
things be done decently and in order” is just as
truly an inspired injunction, and just as binding on
the Christian teacher, as “Quench not the Spirit.”
As it now is for those sclwlars, the teacher’s “time
as far as they are ¢oncerned, scems to be simply
wasted.”  Surely that is wrong in a Sabbath-sehool,
In the first place, the librarian ought not to dis-
tribute books to the classes while * the lesson is halt
done,” It would be better to have no librarian
and no library in the Sabbath-school. But if the
books are left at the class seat, the teacher shouldd
see to it that they are not distributed until the lesson
is finished. He should hold them meantime, if he
dies for it. Tt is well to have a full class of seholars,
but it is more important to do right, and to be
faithful with a single scholar, than to have an over-
flowing eclass overrunning  the teacher.—S. S.
Témes.

. - +_,, -
The Teacher®s Preparation for his Class.

Norwing is plainer than that a man cannot teach
what he does not know, He must know a thing
himself before he can teach it to others. This is so
nearly a truigm that it seems trifling to insist upon
it.  Yet one cannot have much to do with the
maangement of Sabbath-scliools without being forced
to the conelusion that this is not an accepted truth
in the practical beliefs of a great many teachers, T
fecl, therefore, that it will not be entirely beating the
air, if T oceupy a few paragraphs in urging upon
teachers the duty of stady.

Those who negleet weekly preparation for the
duties of the Sabbath-school may be divided into
several kinds. The first kind consists of those who
teach very young children, or very ignorant persons.
Such a class, beyoud all others, requires stated,
gpocial preparation on the part of the teacher. The
more feeble and ignovant the mind of the learner, the
more the teacher must study to find out just what
knowledge and ideas are capable of being received by
the pupil,andwill be interesting to him. ~ The teacher
may have a good deal of knowledge, of one kind and
another, without having just what is wanted for his
class. e should make it his business on the Sab-
bath to gauge the minds of his scholars, and during
the week to sclect and prepare for use just thowe
items of Knowledge which their case requires and
achnits. )

Another teacher is favored with a more advanced
class. His scholars have a regular Bible lesson,
with a Question Book {from which to learn it. But
he has been a great reader all his life, is {amiliar
with the Bible, has stadied and read it a great deal;
Leis fluent in discourse, often addresses the people
in the prayer-meeting, and other occasions, and
never seems at a loss for thoughts or for words with
whielt to express thent. He is tempted, therefore,
to rely upon lhis general knowledge and flueney,
instead of preparing himself specifically upon the
lesson of the week. He thinks, if his scholars will
study the lesson, he can safely draw enough from
liis fund of general knowledge to make the subject
interesting.  So he contents himsolf with asking the
guestions that are in the book, and branching off
here and there in unpremeditated talk upon sonie-
thing incidentally brought up in the course of the
lesson.  Such instruction is not entirely lost. But
it is far from coming up to that measare of useful-
ness which every teacher should seek. To a
studious child there is no stintalus to study so strong,
and: at the same time so healthiul, asthe discovery that
his teacher is perfectly at home in every minute
point of the lesson. The child feels thal his ac-
quisitions or failures will conie under the review of one
who can measure them with minute and unerring

certainty; and the recollection of this fact operates
most powertully and most beneficially upon the mind
of 1lie learner. If the scholar's mind is at all given
to inquiry, and there are but a few minds which hiave
not some tendency in this dircction, the thirst for
knowledge is stimulated by the certainty that it will
be gratified. The more complete and exhaustive is
the teacher’s kunowledge of that particular lesson,
the more will the child’s natural love for knowledge
take root and grow under its influence.—J. S. Hart,
LL.D.

Heart-Consecration.

Tur Israclites were prone lo backsliding. It
seems strange that they should so soon and so often
depart from God when he was so good to them, and
provided so well for them. In their Dackslidden
state they offered polluted bread upon his altar, and
the blind and sick and lanie, for sacrifice to him.
They said, “The table of the Lord is polluted.” «Will
aman rob God?” They further said, «Every one
that doeth evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and
he delighteth in them.” For these things they were
cursed with a curse, even the whole nation. As a
remedy for these things, God’s messenger proposed
a reconsecration of all that belonged to God,
to his service. «Bring ye all the tithes into the
store-house, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lovd of hosts,
if I will not open you the windows of Heaven, and
pour youout a blessing that there shall not be room
enough toreceive it.” Men are not naturally better
now than they were in the time of Malachi. They
did not do so badly because they knew no better;
they had linc upon ling, precept upon precept.
They indulged the wayward tendencies of their fallen
nature, hoping, perhaps, and presuming that God
would not visit them for their offenses.

The sacrifice God demands now of every one to
whom the gospel comes, is the heart, The sacrifiee
God asks is a broken spirit. A broken and contrite
heart he will not despise. Set your affections on
things above, not on things on the earth.” *Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with
all thy soul, and with all thy might.” This is the
first and great commandment. Try the church to-
day by this high standard, and see what a demand
for reconsecration. The church should be loly.
Alas how many in the church are, in spirtt, alto-
gether worldly. The riches, lionors, pleasures, and
laudation of the world have a greater charm for
them than the chureh, the Bible, Christ aud
Heaven. Ts it not a fearful thought that so many
in the church are on their way to perdition? Try
them by what rale you will, and they are found
wanting. Now, my wayward, disconsolate brethren,
would you enter the valley of blessing again? Would
you make your calling and election sure, and know
you are saved? Reconsecrate yourselves to God.
Begin with the heart. Oust pride and worldliness
out by repentance and turning to God. Then bring
all the tithes into the store-house and you will be
blessed. Your money, your time, your talents should
all be given up to God, to be used only for lis
glory. TRemember that whosoever looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and continueth *thervein, he
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,
this man shall be blessed in his deeds—=ZRee. J., P.
Wilson, in Telescope.

<t -
-

A sorr of preparation which might be good enough
for a scholar, will be far from sufficient for the
teacher to limit his study to books and commentaries.
Let him imitate the great Teacher, who drew his
instructions from the oceurrences of every day. The
Sabbath-school teacher would do well to make his
Look-preparation on Sabbath evening. TLet him on
that evening go through the ordinary routine of
exploring the commentaries and books of reference,
and hunting up the parallel passages, so as o have
the subject fairdy in his mind. Having done this,
let him then kecp the subject fairly in mind during
the week, and be ready to add to his book-knowl-
edge illustrations drawn from life.

Savs a devout writer: “There are moments when,
whatever be the attitude of the body, the soul is on
its knecs.” But there are moments, too, when, though
the body be on its knees, the soul s strutting about
on rhetorical stilts, parading in lofty self-sulficiency
its tinsel glories before a knee-sore audience.  Some-
thing of this kind miglt have been scen the other
day at an anniversary oceasion.  The school and au-
dience were told that they would be led in prayer.
But, instead, they were led from prayer by the high
strutting leader, while he told the Loxd, with a flour-
ish of language, the history of the Sunday-school
cause from the beginning. He depicted the marvel-
ous growth and accomplishments of that partieular
school. He lauded the faithfulness aud seli-sacrifice
of its teachers; the punctuality and liberality of its
scholars; the energy, ability, and self-denying labors
of its superintendent; and a multitude of other things,
ending with an eloquent compliment to the pastor of
the church and the audience hefore him. It was, in
its way, very striking. Tt was i some aspects in-
structive. But it was not prayer, nor any kin to
prayer.  We wish we could say there was nevor any-
thing like it before or since.—Sel.

<
P

Are You Gyowing ?

Ix body, mind, spirit, Jesus grew. e was [it-
ting to be the great teacher. He was aperfect and
divine being, yet even he must needs grow.  Surely,
then, we need to grow. We have not reachied the
stature ol a perfeet manin Jesus Christ. e sought
help from men and God. The teacher is to bea
growing, fruitful plant. Soil and sun give growth.
Some teachers take nothing {rom soil, but trast to
sun alone. They pray, but do not study. Others
would get all from the soil but noue from the sun.
They study but do not pray. Both wrong. Christ
is the example. He found the teachers’ weeting in
the temple a necessity. Can we do without 47
He wondered that his parents weve surprised to find
him there. Should we not wonder when the teacher
is not there? The teacher who neglects ecither
teachers’ mectings ov his closet is a marvel. He
proclaims that he need not grow, or clse he declares
that he can grow without the aids which lLis Divine
Master needed.  Now, are you growing '— Christuin
Union,

-__-___.*.,_ﬁf_
Making the Application.

Tur duty of making the application of the lesson
should not be omitted by the teacher, on the plea
that the superintendent will make some impressive
remarks at the close of the session, or in the review.
‘What the superintendent says is, after all, an arny’s-
length business. If the teaeher knows the spiritual
state of the scholar, the teacher can best make the
appropriate application. There is an effect produced
by the nearness of the teacher, by the kind tone and
earnest manuer, by the look of the eye and the touch
of the hand, which no appeal from the desk can
make. Rev. William Jay, of Bath, Kngland, was
once invitbed to preach in another pulpit.  His
brother minister asked him before they entered the
pulpit, whether he should not relieve him by {aking
the preliminary part of the serviee~—the prayer, ile
giving out of the hymns, the Scripture reading be-
fore the preaching. Mr. Jay answered, “No 1
thank you, I like to whet my own scythe.”

__,_‘__.’__.—.—__

As the sum can be seen only by its own light, so
Christ ean be known only by his own Spirit.  The
sun can make dark things clear, but it cannot make
a blind man see them. But herein is the excellen-
cy of this Divine Sun, that he illuminates not only
the object, but the faculty; doth uot only open the
mysteries of his kingdom, but opens blind eyes to
behold them,—Z.eighton.

— e -

Turrk is o gitt that is alwost a blow, and there
is a kind word that is munificence; so ncul is there,
in the way of doing things.—Authur Ilelps.
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" Spirvitual Gifts.

It is becoming quite the fashion with some in these
days, to ignore all scripture that does not just agree
with their preconceived opinions. A correspondent of
a certain journal raised the query-as to whether the
gifts spoken of in Mark 16: 17, 18; 1 Cor. 12: 28,
“hould now be found in the church. The answer
‘iven to the question was as follows: “The seriptures
toted have no application to the question; they had
their application and fulfillment in the apostolic age.”

Such a wholesale statement is quite astonishing,
when we stop for a moment to consider that the
journal which contains it is a great stickler for the
“faith and practice of the apostles.” It does not
hesitate to score roundly all those who read the gospel
commission differently from itself, or who think that
some of the customs adopted by the church, of which
the said journal is the organ, passed away with the
apostles. But when it comes to some spiritnal gift
which is not enjoyed by its own communion, it fol-
lows in the very track it so much condemns among
the “gects,” and confines all such gifts to the apostolic
age.

But how does our contemporary know that the gifts
spoken of in the chapter alluded to, belong wholly to
the time of the apostles 2 Why may we not as well con-
clude that baptism ceased with the primitive church?
One may answer, oh, that was commanded in the
gospel commission, and must continue to the end. But
does not that commission contain the promise: “ He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”?  Then
why separate from that document the words that
follow: “And these signs shall follow them that believe;
in my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak
with new tongues,” etc. These are giftsto be bestowed
on the baptized believer, They are, moreover, specially
mentioned by the apostle in 1 Cor. 12: 28, where he
says that God has set them in the church. These
gifts of the Spirit included apostles, proplets, teachers,
thenmiracles, gifts of healing, helps, governments, and
diversities of tongues. In verses 7-13 he says that
the manifestation of these gifts is the operation of
one and the same Spirit. He also says that the exer-
cise of the gifts is as necessary to the welfare of the
church, as the members of the human system are to
the proper operations of the body.

How can one say, then, that this verse had its entire
fulfillment in the days of the apostles? Can the
church get along any better without them now than
when she had the help of the apostles; or has she so far
advanced in knowledge and virtue, that they are mno
longer needed? But the apostle includes teachers,
helps and governments of the church in these gifts, and
have they, too, ceased from the church? No one be-
lieves that. Then why not be consistent and let all the
gifts have their place in the church? Those who
would do this, could better lay claims to having, and
teaching the apostolic faith.

But what does inspiration say about the length of
time these gifts were t> continue ? While under the
influence of the Spirit of God on the day of Pentecost,
the apostles spoke with tongues, so that men from
every nation heard the gospel in their own language.
Some wlho heard, mocked saying, #These men are full
of new wine.” But Peter vindicated the matter by

saying that it was too early in the day to be drunk,

but that the present manifestation was only the fulfill-
ment of what Joel had predicted, that God would in
the last days pour out his spirit upon all fesh, which
would cause them to have visions and prophesy.
After a few more remarks by the apostles the people
were greatly troubled and appealed to Peter to know
what they should do. His recorded answer is well
known: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Acts
2:38.

It was by this very gift of the Spirit that Peter and
the others had just spoken in tongues. If the people
who heard him would repent and be baptized, the pro-
mise was that they too should have that power. The
reason assigned by the apostle for pledging the gift
was this: “ For the promise is unto yowu, and to your chil-
dren, and to all that are afaroff, even as many as the
Lord our God shall call.”

When God ceases to call sinmers to repentance
through our Lord Jesus Christ, then, and not till then
may we look for the gifts to cease, as the apostle has
inferred in 1 Cor. 13:10. Through the long apostasy
of the dark ages, the gifts were lost sight of to many;
but when the apostolic faith shall be fully restored by
God’'s people, they will evidently have the gifts of the
Spirit in the same measure that the apostles had them;
otherwise it is not an apostolic faith.

<>
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Visit from a Mormon Missionary.

A FEW evenings since a man came to onr tent meet-
ing, and presented himself as one seeking for light and
truth. After listening to the discourse he tarried be-
hind the others for a few moments of conversation.
The drift of his discourse seeming peculiar, we ventured
to ask if he was connected with any church. In ahes-
itating manner he replied that he was a member of the
Church of Jesns Christ of Latter Day Saints. Know-
ing that there were two bodies in America, claiming
this wonderful title, yet repudiating each other, we
questioned the man as to which branch of that people
he was connected, when he revealed the fact that he
was a missionary to Australia from Salt Lake City,
and that he advocated polygamy.

Of course he presented his claim to being the true
church, as opposed to the antipolygamous Mormons,
Through dissatisfaction some years ago on the part of
young Joseph Smith, a son of the founder of Mormon-
ism, a split was made in the sect, and a considerable
party followed young Joseph, the only special differ-
ence between them being the question of polygamy.
Not being able to live in peace together, the weaker
party was obliged to emigrate, and are now scattered in
small companies over some portions of the Pacific
slope, Their special delight seems to be in airing the
differences between themselves and the polygamous
saints (?) whom they term ¢ Brighamites.”

Instead of refuting polygamy by the Bible, and
then letting the matter rest, they seem to prefer to
establish the divine inission of their branch of the
church by trying to show that they alone hold the
doctrines originally taught by the great founder of
the system, and that the Salt Lake branch isan off-
shoot, having adopted polygamy through the influence of
Brigham Young after he obtained control of the
church, To make this point appear in the least
plausible, they stoutly deny that the senior Smith ever
practiced or taught polygamy, history to the contrary
notwithstanding.

Having heard antipolygamists deny, with much
warmth, this charge against their revered founder, we
were somewhat curious $o know what testimony our
visitor would bear on this question. When interro-
gated on the point, to our astonishment, he boldly
declared that he well knew Joseph Smith in his life-
time, and was personally acquainted with several of
his wives, and that he therefere knew that Smith did
teach the doctrine of polygamy.

In answer to some further guestions the missionary
stated that he had labored for some time in one of the
suburbs of Melbourne, but with little success. He
thought that the late vigorous action taken by the
United States Government against his people was one
of the mysterious things that God suffered to come
upon them, which would, no doubt, work for their
good.

It does seem strange that any one with ordinary in-
telligence, and with the Bible in his hands, can be so
completely blinded, as to adopt a practice at once so
far removed from virtue and common decency. We
do not hesitate to declare our belief that the doctrine of
polygamy was born of lust, and though mursed in the
bosom of the ancient church, God only suffered it to
exist, as he has endured wrongs among his people in
different ages, even in the churches of the present gener-
ation; simply that man, after knowing the will of his
Creator, might develop character as he himself saw fit,
The vile system of polygamy was never approved
by Jebovah, nor taught in his holy word. On the
other hand, the Bible account goes to show that God
frowned upon it from its inception. Its existence on
the free soil of America has therefore not only been an
offense against society; but a daring insult to the
Author of morality.

It should be-considered an offense against any gov-
ernment o propagate within its jurisdiction such a
corrupting, soul-blighting system. America seems to
have become aroused in the matter, as its present
session of Congress has already passed most stringent
measures to root out the cantankerous thing from the
entire country. Undoubtedly the fanaticism of the
Mormoms will feed their stubbornness to that extent
that, most of them, rather than yield the point, will
remove to Mexico in a body, as it issaid their leaders in
anticipation of future developments, have already
secured large tracts of land in the country of the
Aztecs. Be that as it may; one thing is quite certain.
All virtuous people in that country so long cursed with
the mighty evil, will hail with delight the day that
ghall see the gigantic system of trickery and deceit
driven from their fair land.

it
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A Revival Needed.

Ixn a late published address by Mr. Spurgeon, he
deplores the sad condition of the world, religiously,
and thinks the cause of it is largely attributable to the
so-called modern revivals, since those places which
have been visited the most by these efforts, are the
hardest to reach with the truth. TIn his judgment, if
modern thought proceeds much farther, the fashion of
religion will be 'more infidel than Christian. He says
that hundreds of families of so-called Christians have
no family worship, no restraint upon growing sons,
and no wholesome, instruction or discipline. This he
believes to beone of the principal causes of the terrible
impurity of London life.

The trouble of which Mr Spurgeon complains is not
confined to London. The same doleful lamentation is
borne upon the breeze from every quarter. The truth
of God is being wounded in the house of its professed
friends in every part of the world. Men of discern-
ment see this, and occasionally, like the great London
preacher, referto it withapparent depression of spirits,
and call for a general revival of personal godliness.

The picture drawn by the Apostle Paul of last
day Christianity is being swiftly met in the rapid
decline of pure and undefiled religion. After describ-
ing many sins to which men will become addicted, he
says they are “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but denying the

power thereof.” 2 Tim. 3:1-5. Men whose names
stand on the church books, may be found, without
difficulty, who have time to attend races, dances and
the theater, but who seldom attend a prayer-meeting,
or even find time to engage in family worship. They
spend money freely in pleasure, but do nothing to save
perishing souls. “Can ye not dizcern the signs of the
times ?”
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The Cause in Eurepe.

Wi have received particulars respecting a late
council of representative men of owr work in Europe,
which was held at Basle Suisse. We lrave organized
missions in England, Central Europe, and the Scan-
dinavian countries. These extend their operations
throughout the European continent to a greater or less
extent. The mission at Grimsby, England, issues a
sixteen page paper, besides other publications. At
Basle, Suisse, is located alarge publishing house, where
publications are issued in four of the principle lan-
guages of Burope. During the past year there was
issued an edition of 6,300 copics of the French paper
of sixteen pages, also 52,100 of the German, 8,000 of
the Italian, and 9,000 of the Rournanian papers. A
church of more than one hundred members is located
at Christiana, Norway, where is also a large publishing
liouse for the Scandinavian countries.
issned in the Danish, Swedish, and Norwegian lan-
guages. :

The Council convened in the month of Septem-
ber, and beld over two weeks. There were present
three laborers from Amnerica, five from England, also
Wales, Ireland, France, Roumania, Italy, Germany,
Denmark, Norway and Sweden were well represented.
A large number were also present from the churches
‘in Switzerland. The reports given from the different
parts of Tnrope were very encouraging. Much time
was devoted to special instruction as to the best
methods of labor in new lelds, how to conduct Bible-
readings, and what steps could be taken to make the
labors of God’s sorvants the most effective. Klder J.
. Matteson, a native of Denmark,' had labored during
the yoar in Sweden, Denmark and Norway. In Copen-
hagen, Denmark, a company of believers had been
bronght together, and his laborsin Stockholm, Sweden,
had resulted in the eonversion of over fifty souls. That
church has now over scvonty members. Over five
hundred subscriptions had been received for the
periodieals in those languages. The periodicals pub-
lished at Christiana are ZTidernes Tegn, a Danish,
Norwegian religious monthly; Sanningens Harold, a
Swedish religions monthly; Sunghedsbiadet, & Danish-
Norwegian monthly health journal; and Helso-och-
Sjulovurd, o Swedish liealth journal, also a monthly.
There are scattered individuals, and small companies of
believers in the various parts of these countries.

Reports of labor were also given from Roumania,
Italy, France, and from the Waldensian valleys. In
the latter region there are about 25,000 inhabitants.
The motto of this people is: “The light shines in dark-
ness.” Reports showed that a good work bad been
accomplished among that people. Others reported
from the different parts of Europe, showing that in
every place where efforts had been put forth there
were believors gathered, and many persons had become
interested.

At Liverpool, Bngland, George R. Drew has charge
of the ship missionary work. During the past yearhe
visited 2,296 vesscls, and soldover one hundred pounds
worth of publications, and visited 2,433 families. He
also obtained many hundred subscriptions for Present
Truth, the Inglish paper. Iilder R. F. Andrews gave
an interesting account of his labors in the north of
Ireland.

The propricty of using tents for meetings in the
Buropean countries was freely discussed. Tt had been
tried during the past year to some extent. It was the
opinion of the council, from the past experience of the
delegates, that the cause could be greatly advanced by
the use of tents in the sumuer season, botl in England
and algo on the Continent. Experience goes to show
that many would attend such meetings, who, for vari-
ous roasons, could not be induced to entor a house of
worship. It was therefare recomnmended that addi-
tional tents be purchased for the use of laborers in the
different nations of Burope. It was also thought to be
practicable to place on the transatlantic steamers tract

Here works are:

distributers containing reading matter for the traveling
public. It was further thought advisable that a school
be established at Basle for the benefit of those children
who wish to study the Holy Scriptures.

The daily programme at the Council was as
follows: Prayer and social meeting at 5:30, A.
M.; Bible class at 9; general meeting of the Council
at 10:30. Instructions were given to canvassers and
colporters at 1:30 . M.; and the committec on missions
held a session at 3. At4:30,instruction was given to 4
clags in English,and at 6: 30 different methods of Lold-
ing Bible-readings worc considered, a reading being
held each day to illustrate the points. Preaching at 7:30
each evening. No gathering exceeded one hour and a
half in lengtl, and perfeet harmony characterized the
deliberations. Evidently the Spirit of Him who is the
great counsellor of his people was iu their midst to en-
lighten their understanding and sanctify their judg-
ments. It was the most profitable meeting of the kind
ever held by our people in Europe. All were encour-
aged, and greatly revived in their minds, at the pros-
pects before them., Mrs. E. G. White, the author of
The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan, The
History of the Church from the Apostles till its Final
Triumph, The Life of the Apostle Paul, ctc., was
present with her son from America, who from their
extensive experience in the cause of Christ, added
greatly to the interest of the meeting.

It is true that as a people we cannot boast of great
numbers, or of advanced age as an organized body like
some denominations. These features we gladly accord to
out Roman Catholic friends, who are unchangable in
their nature, and stereotyped in their character. They
can boast of being the oldest denomination that pro-
fesses the Christian religion. Reformers discarding
the errors of the Romish Church, have, from time to
time left her communion as men would a sinking ship,
and Dbecame independent denominations.  When
they drifted into ritualism and dry formality, others in
turn left them; thus showing the fallibility of man,
and the infallibility of God’s word. Perfection lies
only in God, and in his truth. God’s work is a work
of reform. The Christian religion is one of growth in
grace and knowledge.

There lLas ever been manifested on the part of
religionists a tendency to claim a patent on the Chris-
tian religion. These have each echoed the old strain of
the mother of harlots, against those who have departed
from their midst, crying, ¢ Weare the chnrcli, and you
are heretics,” Tvery generation has witnessed to the
fact that the new wine of the reformers could not be
put in old bottles. God’s cause constantly advances
in light and knowledge. It would, therefore, be extrome
higotry to affirm that any onc denomination is perfect
in its faith, and has a monopoly of grace and truth.
The publishers of BisLk Kcmo represent a people
who do not clain to have existed as an -organization
but about forty years; neither do theyclaim infallibility
in their faith any farther than it agrees with the Word
of God. But with the blessing of Heaven, they are
endeavoring, to the best of their ability, to not only
expose every shred of tradition which the dark ages
have placed in the truth of God, but to encourage the
study of the Scriptures among all classes of people,
and they recommend the most simple and iteral inter-
pretation of thom. As a people we arc united in our
faith and general modes of labor. At some future
time we shall be happy to give a history of this people,
and their methods of labor. 8. N. H.

- .,._,__+__.__,.

Tuost who do nothing are generally the first to find
fanlt with those who work., They can tell just what
needs to be done, just when it ought to be attended to,
and if any failures arc made, they would have known
better, they would not have acted so unwisely. What
a pity those persons who understand so well how to
work shonld remain idle; if only they would be por-
suaded to teach by example the blunderers who are
willing o work, how much might be accomplished.

Old-fashioned Religion.

THis phrase is one we often hear. Sometimes it is
mingled with regrets at the disappearance of the article,
sometimes with ridicule at the old-fashioned ways,
That there has been a great change in Feligious
thought and pravtice, secimsto be generally recognized.
Probably no person will claim that the religious senti-
ment or practice of fifly years ago was perfcect, or that
grave errors did not exist in connection with then,
Neither would any intelligent, candid person dispute
but that in some respects improvemnent is manifest,—
greater hwnanity in the treatment of the unfortunate,
the insane, the blind, and other classes; more chavity
towards those differing in religious belief, and in other
directions. How much of this change is attributed to
the real spirit of Christ, and to proper matives, we will
not attemnpt to say. That there are many noble men
and women laboring for the salvation of souls, the
amelioration of distress, the success of the temperance
cause, and the elevation of the race in intelligence and
purity, we would not for a moment (uestion.

But there are elements of old-fashioned religion
which are greatly missod. The stanch stoadfastness,
the rugged probity, the simple virtues, the reverence
for sacred things, the quict humbleness of mind, the
simplicity of dress and hatred of show and parade,‘and
the love of truth and justice, seen a generation or two
back, are not as plenty as we could wish. We must
admit that there is a lowering down of the standard of
right, less of sterling integrily than in the days of our

fathers. A laxity of principle scems to be taking its
place. Outbreaking crimes are becoming quite com-

mon among those in high positiens of trnst and re-
sponsibility, not only in the world, but in the church.
How many startling incidents of this kind have the
secular papers chronicled in the few years just past,—
numerous instances of ministors of the gospel bronght
to trial through impurity; defalcations in the use of
funds among clhurch members. In fact, these things
are becoming notoriously common., Anl, worst of a117
we cannot doubt that there is a general feeling of in-
difference to these things affecting society, which is
frauglht with great peril to those living in the near
future. The foundation principles of morality seem
to be losing their influence. It is a question of the
decpest interest where thesc things are going to end.
Tt seems too plainly evident thatl the current is running
the wrong way, and with great force. Why is thig?
We believe the professed chwrch of Jesus Christ is
largely responsible for this state of things.

The fiithful preacher should expose the sins of the
heart, and lay open the corrupt principles of the
sinner’s life, and show him where he is wrong and the
consequences of it, and the sure punishment if persisted
in. Then when intclligent repentance takes place,
point the poor, sin-sick soul “to the Lamb of God who
taketl away the sins of the world.” The sinner wonld
then feel the necd of this dear friend. Because he
knew he was mortally sick he would feel the need of
a physician. He would prize his help and cling to him
with the deepest a{Tection, because hie felt it was some-
thing of importance to be saved from the terrible con-
sequences of sin. Iis love and gratitude would cor-
regpond with the importance of his help.

Bat this wodern preaching says, ¢ Come to Christ,”
before there is any clear sense of the nature of sin,
and before their danger is realized. The hearl is not
broken; an excitement of feeling bears the crowd
along. The feelings are moved by stories, more or
less ficticions and sensational. Death-bed scenes are
relied upon to move to action, and the consequence is,
the whole work is terribly superficial. There is no
intelligent surrender of the heart to God fo live in
obedience to his law, to give up the world and its
vanities for the sake of Christ. Many are taught that
Jesus has done it all; nothing to do but believe that
youare savedl now.  IT you only believe it, that is all
that there is to it. No doubt Clrist has done all of
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his part of the work, but the sinner has a part also to
do. TRepent, believe, obey, is the sinner’s part. He
will need constant help from Christ to enable him to
do this. There can be no wmore dangerous doctrine
than this, that there is nothing to do but believe,
The whole tenor of Scripture is against it. .

Christ says, “If thou wilt enter into life, kecp the
commandments.”  “Why call ye e Lord, and do not
the things whichi I say?” ‘“Tear God and keep his
commandments; for thisis the whole duty of wan.”
“Hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. He that saithy, T know hiin, and keepeth
not his commandiments, is a liar, and the truth is not
in him.” *This is the love of God that ye keep his
commandments.” “Blessed are they that do his comn-
mandments, that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in tlwough the gates into the city.”
“Taith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”
Thus saith the Scripture, and not a tittle of it can ever
fail. But this doctrine that all we have to dois to
believe, is destroying its thousands. A truth but
partially expressed may become misleading, yea,
actually false. It is true that when a sinner has
thoroughly repented of his sins, is penitent and humble
before God, and ready to do anything he requires, the
only thing which he can do is to believe and accept
Clrist as his Saviour. This is the only thing which
will save him at this point. If he accepts him with
all the heart, he can say, Christ is iy ouly Saviour, s
saves me now., But how wrong and misleading to
say Clirist saves us when we (o not repent, and when
we utterly refuse to obey God’s requirements. Such
teaching then would be the basest falsehood. Christ’s
blood will not benefit him who utterly refuses to obey
God. Repent, bhelieve, obey, is the proper order,
These faithfully regarded will give us the genuine
kind of religion. G. L B.

——

“JIt is Written.”

WaEN Jesus, our pattern, was tempted of the devil,
lie met the suggestion of the enemy with the words of
the Secriptures. At cach proposition of Satan, the
Saviour referred him to that which “is written.” This
was at once his answer and his refuge. *The Scrip-
tures,” which he always honored, and which were with
him and with his apostles after him, the sole resort to
settle all questions, were the sacred writings of the
Hebrews—the 0ld Testament. Many in this degenerate
age have become “wise above what is written,” and
depreciate the Old Testament, if they do not quite
hold it in contempt. In this they are very far from
following the example of our divine Master. In the
notable parable of the “rich man and Lazarus,” he
put into the mouth of Abraham these words: “They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear themn,” with
the further declaration that, “If they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded
thougly one rose from the dead.”

These words of Jesus afford to us an important les-
son of the high esteem in which we are to hold the

* Scriptures and of the use we are to make of them.
The words of Moses and the prophets are better evi-
dence, and more convincing, than would be the greatest
miracle. Iacts bear witness to the correctness of this
estimate of the Saviour. He who rejects the word-of
God will not be convinced by any evidence. Jesus
se.t word to Joln that “the blind receive their sight,
and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them.” And it was after all
this that the Phatisees and Sadducees came together
asking of him a sign!  As they were not sutisfied with
what he Trad done, we cannot imagine what sign would
have been satisfactory to them,

When the Sadducees questioned Lim concerning the
resnrrection of the dead, he referred them “to the
Scriptures and the power of God.” The Scriptures say

the dead will be raised, and Gord is able to fulfill his
word; and here he reste’l it. The Bible is its own
best itness, and they who reject the “sure word of
proplicey ™ will not be eonvinced by any amount of
external evidences. Infidelity is more a matter of the
beart than of the head. We lave said, and we are
firm in the belief, that the world iy not wick »d because
of its ignorance of the truth, but it is ignorant because
of its wickedness. *Lightis sown for the righteous.”
Thank God for a revelation whiclh our consciousness
approves, which reaches the heart as well as the wind;
which guides the affections as well as the intellect.™

But Satan is crafty; he was intent upon gaining his
point, and he also quoted Seripture. Determnined no.
to be discomnfited, he thought to meet the Son of God
upon his own ground, and with hisown weapons. But
the Saviour was not even thus to be driven from lis
stronghold. Calmly and confidently as before, he still
appealed to the Scriptures to rebulke the tempter.

In this dilenina the people of God often find them-
selves. Scripture met with Scripture! So the magi-
clans of Egypt met miracle with miracle. And he of
little faith in God often comes off second in such a
coutest. How shall this difficuly be met?

Here also we find an hnportant lesson. Tt is not
merely in the use but in the right use of Scripture that
we shall find strength and security, The Saviour
quoted the Scriptures to vindicate the right and to
honor God. Satan quoted the Scriptures to subvert
the right and to accomplish his own selfish and wicked
purposes. The Scriptures may be used to aid wicked-
ness as well as to aid righteousness. e need to have
our senses excercised to discern motives as well as
actions.

How may we know when the word of God is
wrongly used, as in the case of Satan’s quoting it?
We must understand not only the words of the Serip-
ture, but their proper application. A scripture mis-
applied is perverted. Read Psalm 91, from which the
devil quoted, and you will find that it refers to the
plagues of the future, and could not justly be applied
to the Saviour or to his time. This is the great error
of the present age. Many read the Bible; they learn
its words, but they are not wise in its application.
Past, present, and future are all alike tothem. They
are as blind as were the Jews to “discern the signs of
the times.”” As the Jews, they will not know the
time of their visitation, unless they are more discrimi-
nating, and more unselfish, in their applications.

We believe that all perversions of Scripture are
founded in selfishness. Of this we 1nay not always be
conscious, but that proves nothing, ““Who can under-
stand his errors?” Who knows the deception of the
human heart ? Jer. 17:9. Gerrit Swith once remarked
that, according to Ii's observation, men seldom read the
Bible to learn what they onght to do, though they pro-
foss to reverence it, and to receive it as ‘““the man of
their counsel;” but they first decide what they desire
to do, and then search the Bible for proof that it isright.
There is little doubt that this is quite true of many
who use the Bible merely as a minister to their own
selfishness, No amount of direct evidence can move
such professors, They have just what they want—
just what their own hearts devised, and therefore it
must ever be highly acceptable to themselves. They
may uphold their notions by only the merest inferences,
yet ths plainest declarations of holy. writ cannot shake
them. They may be moved by still strongar appeals
to their selfishness, but by nothing else.

That such conclusiong seem unavoidable is to be re-
gretted. We would that it were different; that the
heart of man were not so deceitful; that man, in his
fallen eondition, were not so perverse. But it is so.
We shall do injustice to ourselves as well as to the
truth of God if we shut our eyes to the truth. In
order that we may avoid the danger, we inust be aware
of its existence. We must be convinced of our own
weakness before we will seek for ]Jelp and strength
front above,  We cannot examine ourselves too closely,

nor study our motives too thoroughly, where a mistake
may prove to be fatal. Gord has magnified his word
above all his name; Ps, 188:2; and it is a fearful thing
to pervert it. The Scriptures are a gift too precious to
be lightly esteemed. If used aright they have a
sanctifying and saving power; if abused they will
prove a gwift witness against us in the day of account.
J. H. W,

W igsiowry,

Whom Shall I Send?

“WaoM shall I gend, and who will go?
Whose lips are touched, whose feelings glow?
‘Who long to tell how much they owe ?”

“111 go, my Lord, for thee.”

Though oft this heart asks, Who am [?
Yet whilst 1 can on thee rely
And “ Abba, Father,” T can cry,

“1'll go, my Lord, for thee.”

And should the seed be sown with tears,

My faith oft struggling hard 'gainst fears,

Yet whilst thy smile my spirit cheers,
“1'11 go, my Lord, for thee.”

Then, when I from my labor rest,
Grant, if my efforts have been blessed,
This thought may calm my pcaceful breast,
“ I've been, my Lord, for thee.’
—~Selected,

The Swiss Conference and the European Couneil,

Tur Swiss Conference was held at Basle, Sept.
10-14, and was [ollowed by the Iiuropean Council,
which continued until the 28th. The Conference
was quite generally attended by our Swiss brethren,
and by representatives from Germany, France, Italy,
and Roumania. The Council was attended by labor-
ers from England, Ireland, Wales, Norway, Sweden;
Denumark, Germany, Ifrance, Italy, and Roumania
The meetings increased in interest from the first.
The congregation was divided into three parts, those
gpeaking German, French, and Iinglish, each com-
pany occupying a different part of the hall. Two
interpreters followed the speaker. TIf the sermon or
testimony was given in English, it was translated
into French and .German. If given in French, it
was translated into German and English, and into
Trench and English if given in German. This way
of speaking was rather embarrassing at first; but

| this soon wore away, and it has been far less taxing

to me than my usual manner of continuous speaking,
and has given more time for meditation on what
has been said.

The Lord especially blessed in speaking Suniay
afternoon,  All listened with the deepest intorest,
and at the close of the discourse an invitation was®
given for all who desired to be Christians, and all
who felt that they had not a living connection with
God, to come foward, and we would unite our prayers¢
with theirsfor the pardonof sin, and for grace to resist
temptation, This was a new experience for many
of our brethren in Turope, but they did not hesitate.
It seemed that the entire congregation were on their
feet, and the best they could do was to be seated, and
all seek the Loxd together. Here was an entire con-
gregation manifesting their determination to put sin
away, and to engage most earnestly in the work of
seeking God. In every company there are two
classes, the self-complacent and the self-abhorring.
To the first class the gospel has no charms except
as they can construe detached portions to flatter
their vanity. They love those peculiar features of
lofty morality which they think they possess. But
many of those who view Jesus in the perfection of
his character see their own imperfections in such a
light that they are almost in despair. Such was
the case here; but the Lord was present to instruct
and reprove, to cowfort and bless as the scveral
cases required. Iharnest prayer was then offerad,
not for a happy flight of feeling, but for a trae scnse
of owr sinfulness, and of our hopelessness without
the atoning sacrifice. Never did Jesus seem dearer
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than on this occasion. There was weeping through-
out the congregation. The promise was grasped,
“Him that cometh to me, T will iu no wise cast
out.” II the vail could have been withdvawn, we
should have scen angels of God standing to minister
to the humble, penitent ones. After prayer, one
Liundred testimonies were bornc. Many of these
showed a rveal, genuine experience in the things of
God. ‘

The Holy Spirit operates the same the world over.
When it is received into the leart, the whole
character is changed. L any man be in Cluist,
he is a new creature; old things ave passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”  Old habits and
customs, and national pride and prejudice are broken
down.  “The fruit of the Spivit is love, joy, peace,
long-sufforing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meckness,
temperance.”  When these are abiding in the soul,
there will be unity of thought aud action.

Monday afternoon I spoke npon the necessity of
laboring for unity and cultivating Christian courtesy,
“cndeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace.” The effect of truth upon the heart
15 to cleanse it from every delilemeut. It will not
increase self love, bubt will lead the receiver to
humnble his heart, and to ascribe nothing to self, but
all to God. e ceases to esteem himself more
highly than his brethren., His former seusitiveness
to reproach, neglect, or contempt disappears, and he
is not so easily trritated; he becomes gentle and con-
deseending, and exemplifies the simplicity of Christ
who was meek aud lowly of heart. Ilis own nation
and. personal friends are no longer the boundary
lines of lis love. He loves Jesus with all his lieart,
and all who are trying to be the children of God he
loves as himself. There is an entire chango in his
life.  'Whereas he ouce lived for lhimsell, e now
lives for God’s glory, and holds up the cross of
Christ as his banner, to be adored by all.

A Dbaptism followed the discourse.  Fourteen went
forward in the ordinance. This was the first time
the baptistery conneeted with the new meeting hall
had been used, and it is to be hoped that many
others may Follow these dear souls.  God grant that
none of these may ever lorget their baptismal vows;
but may they take heed to the words of the apostle:
“If ye then be risen with Christ, seck those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right
hand of God.  Set yowr affections on things above,
not on things on the carth. Ior ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God. Wlien Christ,
who 15 our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.” Will those who lhave
recently taken the cross of Christ, hoth here and in
all our missions throughout the world continue to
climb the ladder of progress? Will they grow in
grace and in the knowledge of the truth? Will
they live upon the plan of addili-n, so that God can
work for them upor the plan of multiplication in
bestowing his grace and salvation? It romnains for
each to answer these questions for himself,

I felt urged by the spirit ol God throughout the

meetings to impress upon all the importance of culti-
vating love and unity. I tried to present the danger
of building up separate interests between nationalities.
We are all bound together in the great web of
lmmanity, and all that we do lLas a relation to
others. Tlere is a great work before us, and our
learts must be open to reccive God’s light and love
that we may roflect it to others. Thereis a light
in truth and a power in example, whicl will reach
the indifferent and the unconverted.  In the days of
the apostles the Iloly Spirit was the efficient agent
in reaching hearts, and it would be so now if there was
that exercise of living faith now that there was then.
True piely and earncst zeal are greatly lacking.
There is too much half-hearted religion. Many are
superficial.  They confess their sins without realizing
the hatelulness of sin in God’s sight, and without
repenting with brokenncss of heart. This is re-
nouncing the world, but ot forsaking it. The
trath, the sacred, sanctifying truth, does not abide
in the heart,

The end of all things is at hand. Our time to
work is short, and there is a world to be warned.
‘We leel the need of having more thorough missionary

work done. The calls are urgent for more lahorers,
but where are the light-bearers to the world? God
lias sent the truth to-our doors, but are we doing all
in our power to send it to the dark corners of the
world? Mzs. I8, G. Wimrs.

e
Sympathy With Christ.

Cuust has become the connecting link between
Héaven and carth. He is the Son of God, and
also the Soun of man. “ For verily he took not on
him the nature of angels; but Le took on him the
seed of Abraliam. Wherclore in all things it Dbe-
hooved Lim 6o be made like unto his brethren, that
he might be a wmerciful and faithful high priest in
things pertaining to, God, to make recouciliation for
the sins of the people.  Tor in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, hie is able to succor them
that arc tempted.”

In his humiliation, his purity and lLoliness were
never stained by sin.  “We have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin,”  These words contain won-
derful ideas, which reveal to us how finite man
can connect with the infinite God, and be a partaker
of lis nature, and escape the corruption that is in
the world through lust.  Christ’s human arm encir-
cles the race, his divine arm the throne of God.
The two natures are blended in one.  To be a Clris-
tian is-to be Christ-like. To partake of lis spivit, to
be actuated by motives which brought himi from heav-
en will not lead men to self -exaltation, but humil-
tation. Tor <“he lumbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”
Men possessing this will not strive for earthly honor
and reputation, but in lowliness of mind will esteem
others better than themselves. They will labor,
sacrifice, and suffer, that others may receive exalta-
tion and honor. The interests of others will be
theirs,  In this they will take delight.

This is Christianity. It is as foreign from self-
ishness as heaven is higher than the earth. Tlose
possessing this spirit have learned to suffer with
Christ here, and they will reign with him in glory.

The apostle ever felt that he was under obligation

to others; not others to him. “I am a debter both
to the Grecks, and to the Barbarians; both to the
wise,and the unwise.” He very foreibly expresses this
idea in Rom. 15:2,3: “ Let every one of us please
Lis neighbour for his good to edification; for even
Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The
reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.”
It is thus that we sympathize with Christ.

Nebuchadnezzar gloried in his own works. “Is not
this great Babylon, that I have built for the house
of the kingdom by the might of my power, and
for the honor of my majesty ?”  But how different
was the glorying of the apostle: “God forbid that I
should glory, save m, the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is erucified unto me, and
I unto the world.”

Tn one case sclf is honored and God is left out;
in the other self is abased and Christ and his work,
which was for the salvation of man, are manifested.
“If any wan have not the Spirit of Christ he isnone
of his.” Wlen men refuse to confess their sins for
fear 1t will canse them to be thought less of by their
fellotv-men, or refuse to' bear burdens for others at
the expense of their own case or cofort, they need
the transforming influence of the grace of God.

They do not know the fellowship of Clrist’s suf-
fering.  They have not been wmade conformable to
his death, Here lies the secret of the power of the
Clristian religion. It is our synipathy with Christ,
Lis with us, and the same spirit extended to others
which saves mei S. N. H.

————
Me. Sruncrox says: “I see it publicly stated by
men who call themselves Christians, that it would be
advisable for Christiang to frequent the theater, that
the character of the drama might be raised. The
suggestion is abont as sensible as if we were bidden
to pour a bottle of -lavender into a great sewer to
tprove its aroma.”

God Wants You.

O mex and women, God wanis you! A wiighty
couflict is in progress. Itis the warof the centuries
between truth and falselood, holiness and sin, good
and evil, God and the devil.  This conflics deepens.
Thereis not a soul on earth who doves not bear a pact
init. Ifach and everyone is for oragainst; neutral
positions in this war, there are none, IHe or she
that is idle is against God; and to be against Liim
is to be in perilof irretricvable loss, for Jehovah will
at last certainly win, There is so much to do, and
so short a time in which to do it, that to do nothing
is a crime of the deepest dye.  Besides, to sit down
and sit still is personally perilons. Resist, or be
swepb away.  All may, and should work, Wisdom
cries, Worls well.  Some can do much, others but
little; each can do something; all can do more than
they dream.

Mankind is treading the verge of a wonderful age.
Mighty foes hoave and toss society. Migliy activi-
ties accelerate its masses to a piteh of speed,
absolutely headlong. Rest or calm there is none.
Hurry, huery, haste, haste, goads on all men. A
trunmipet-call sounds, “To arms ! Under a blood-
stained banner or bencath a black flag all are rang-
ing. What are you doing? Where is your place?
Come out of your hiding, come into the light.
Report for active service. You are wanted in the
King’s grand army. Cling to the evil, and you
will go down'in the swift-coming struggle. Awake!
Bestir thyself. Ifold not your arms in lazy lock.

At the foe.  Dare to do right, dare to he true. Do
your own work. No other can do it for you. The
conflict intensifies as the age’s end approaches, Tt is

the last age of sin’s reign on the earth, The sinful
cherub rages, and his dragon voice roars hideously.
His day of doom is fast nearing. Men may well be
alarmed at his fury and power, but God iz not
alarmed. God’s lour of eternal victory cometh.
The storm will end in glovious, ceaseless calm; all
that sin has disjomted and marred shall return
sweetly into its assigned place, and be restored to its
“old-time beauty. The conquerer shall rest from
: toil, and wear the lanrels of the hard-won fight.

Once more I charge you that you are wanted in
"this sacred war. Again I say, do something for
God. Do it, even thoughit is but a little. iunlist,
notfor a day, not for an hour, but for life. Join the
thinned ranks of the loly. Inquire reverently,
“Lord, what more can I do?” Do nothing rashly
nor impetuously, but in the calmness of assured
liope and consclous salvation. “Be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might.” To the
warriors on Time’s battle fields, Fternity’s day will
be long, its throne will be sure, and its rest will be
sweet. The,King cries, “Behold, I come quickly,
to give to every man according as his work shall
be.”  Then work, O reader, work for your Lord;
lie wants you'—D. 1. Taylor, in the Christian.

i —_—

Wanted—A Good Conscience.

Tarru is no article so rare, none for which the
market price is so high, as a good conscience; noth-
ing for which, in others, men are willing to pay such
good wages. We all want carpenters that will put
no green timbers and no sappy boardsin our houses,
masons who will mix no mortar with ill-glacked lime,
farmers who will put no thistles and uo stone, in the
centre of their baled hay, market men” who will not
put the ripe fruit at the top and the green at the
bottom, lawyers who are not liars, shopmen who
guarantee nothing that they do not know, authors
who never forget to put quotation marks where they:
belong, ministers who preacl their own earnest andi

hearty thoughts.— Lyman Abbott.

-
-

A SREPTICAT, young man one day comversing
with the celebrated Dr. Parr, observed, that he
would believe nothing which he could not under-
stand.  “Then, young wan, your exeed will be the

shortest of any man’s T know.”
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The Home ircle,

BE GENTLE TO THY MOLHER.

Be gentle to thy mother; long she bore
Thine infant fretfulness and silly youth;
Nor rudely scorn the faithful voice that o’er
Thy cradle prayed, and taught thee lisping truth,
Yes, she is old; yet on thy manly brow
She looks and claims thee as her child e’en now.

Uphold thy mother; close to her warm heart
She carried, fed thee, lulled thee to thy rest;
Then taught thy tottering limbs their untried a1t,
Exulting in the fledgliug from her nest;
And, now her steps are feeble, be hér stay,
Whose strength was thine, in thy most feeble day.

Cherish thy mother; brief, perchance, the time
May be that she will claim the care she gave;
Past are her hopes of youth, hier harvest-prime
Of joy on earth; her friends are in the grave;
But for ﬁer children, she could lay her head
Gladly to rest among the precious dead.

Be tender to thy mother; words unkind,
Or light neglect from thee, will give a pang
To that fond bosom where thou art enshrined
In love unutterable, more than fang
Of venomed serpent. Wound not her strong trust,
As thou wouldst hope for peace when she is dust.

Oh, mother mine! God grant I ne’er forget,
Whatever be my grief, or what my joy,
The unmeasured, unextinguishable debt
I owe thy love; but find my sweet employ,
Ever through thy remining days, to be
To thee as faithful as thou wast to me !

Q. W. Bethune.

Mr Bingle’s Old Coat.

“SpLENDID!” said Mrs. Bingle, pulling the
collar up and skirt down, and setting the pockot
flaps, as farmer Bingle tried on his now over-
coat. “Real silk-velvet collar!”

“Yes, and such a piece of cloth! Forty-five
dollars for the whole thing.”

“Forty-five dollars!” echoed Sam and Jim,
admiringly. !

“Yes. Seventcen for the tailorin’ and trim-
min’s, and twenty-eight for the cloth. It'll do
me till I'm gray.”

“What you goin’ to do with the old one, pa?”
asked Jim.

“It's a good coat yet,” said Mrs. Bingle.
“Sam’ll be grown into it by two years more.”

“Rirst-rate coat. But—I was thinkin’ some
of givin' it to Parson Graves. You see, it'll go
on my account for the year, and I wor’t have
80 much to pay on his salary.”

Mrs. Bingle measured with her eye how much
Sam would have to grow before fitting well into
" the roomy coat, and decided it might be at least
three years, in the course of which time, added
to the seven during which it had been doing
duty on Sundays and great occasions, it might
begin to look old-fashioned, and Sam might ob-
ject to wearing it, that young gentleman having
already begun to develop a taste for clothing
which came reasonably near fitting him. So it
was agroed that Parson Graves should have the
old overcoat.

Accordingly, on the next Saturday, when the
farmer with his wife was about to drive into
the country town, he asked at the last moment,

“Now, where's that coat ?”’

“Bless me!” cried Mrs. Bingle, “I've been so
busy over the butter and cggs, if I didn’t clear
forget about it! Sally, Sally,” she ran into the
house calling to the girl who helped in the
kitehen, “run up to the spare chamber and take
that overcoat that hangs there, and some of
them papers that lays on the shelf, and wrap it
up woll and bring it to me.”

Sally brought it, and the huge bundle lay in
Mrs. Bingle's lap as she rode.

1t 4s a good coat,” she observed, half-rogret-
fully, smoothing with her finger a corner of the
cloth which peeped through a hole in the paper,
aud began revolving in hor mind the possibility
of Sam’s growing into it in two years. “Sam

won’t be likely to get any ready-bought coat
half as good as this.”

“Like as not he won't,” agreed the farmer,
“but never mind. It’s more blessed to give
than to receive, you know.”

The Bingle household awoke the next morn-
ing with the impression that something of an
event was impending in the family, which im-
pression became, with full wakefulness, defined
into the remembrance that the new overcoat
was to be worn for the first time on that day.
There was, however, no undignified haste nor
trifling in the matter. The morning chores
were done, morning prayer conducted with its
time-honored lengthiness, and then the farmer
leisurely shaved himself as usual, at one of the
windows of the great kitchen, before saying, in
as indifferent a voice as he could command:—

“Jim, run up stairs and get my overcoat.”

Jim went, but delayed until his mother had
put the last touches to the bow in her bonnet-
strings, a process which was almost invariably
interrupted by her husband with remarks that
they would be late for church, before he was
heard shouting :—

“I can’t find it.”

“Where are you lookin’?”

“In the closet in your room.”

“It's in the closet in the spare chamber,”
called his father. ‘

Another long delay, and then Jim came down
stairs without it.

“L tell you it’s on one of them pegs in our
closet,” said Mrs. Bingle, “I'll go myself. It's
dark, and he can't see, but it's there, for I put
it there myself.” L

“No,” said Mr. Bingle, calling after her, “it’s
in the spare chamber closet. I put it there.”

She was hoard stepping briskly from one
room to the other, then back, and then back
again. Then down the stairs, when she stood be-
fore them in silence, on her face blank con-
sternation, and on her arm—the old overcoat!

“When did you hang it there?” ‘

“IL.dont know—the day after it came, I guess.
The dld one always hung there, so I took it
down and hung the necw one there.”

Mrs. Bingle sank into a chair. *

«It’s gone.”

“Gone to Parson Graves!” The boys stared,
open-mouthed, unable at first fully to take in
the calamity.

“But you can get it again,” at length Jim
said, hopefully.

“Of course !” said Sam. “You can tell Parson
Graves it was all a mistake, and it was the old
coat you meant for him, and of course hc'll
change baclk.”

But the farmer shook his head, ruefully.

“No, that won’t do. It's done, and it can’t
be undone,” he said with a groan. “Don’t one
of you never let on about its bein’ a mistake.”

The family and the old coat were late at
church, thus missing the sight of the entrance
of the new coat, but it lay over the arm of the
little sofa in the puipit. And farmer Bingle
never could recall a word of that service through
which he sat trying to bring himself into some
friendly recognition of the fact that he had
presented his minister with a forty-five dollar
overcoat, which he could not hope to have
count at anything near its full value on his
yearly assessment, for who ever heard of a
country parson having such a coat?

“Don’t he look fine, though!” ejaculated
Sam, as Mr. Graves came down the aisle.

“And don’t Mrs. Graves look set up 1" said Jim.

“KEnough to make any woman, to hang on to
a piscc of cloth like that,” said Mrs. Bingle.

Mr. Bingle was unhitching his horses as Mr.
Graves came out of the church door, and did
not at first raise his eyes as he listened to the
remarks passing around.

“Bless me! What a fine lookin’ fellow our
parson is anyhow | Where on earth did he get
that coat?”

“Must have had a fortune left him.”

Mr. Bingle could not help feeling that the
coat had been well bestowed, as its wearer came
to moet him with outstretched hands and a few
quiet, though very earnest words of acknowl-
edgment of his gift. The coat had fitted the
farmer well, but there was something more
than the mere filling out of good cloth in the min-
ister’s dignified bearing; and in the scholarly
face which appeared above it, something which
stirred up a feeling in many members of the
congregation that this servant of the Liord had
not hitherto been clothed in a fashion worthy of
his high office.

“That’s a shabby old hat to wear with it,”
said one of the village storekeepers. “I’ll see
about that before another Sunday comes 'round.”

As Mr. Bingle felt the grasp of his pastor’s
hand, he bogan almost to be glad he had given
the coat; and then, as the fact of his having
given it was whispered about, to feel ashamed
of receiving so much credit for an act which he
never would have thought of performing. For
an honest, and really warm nature lay under
the crust of parsimonious selfishness which had
hardencd over his heart, as it has, alas! over
80 many, which might overflow in deeds of kind-
ness to bless those who have given not grudg-
ingly, but their whole selves to the Master's
service.

“1 feel like a liar; yes I do!” said Mr. Bingle
to his wife, with an energy which startled her,
a8 they rode home. “To have that man shakin’
me by the hand, and talkin' about my gener-
osity, and his wife’s eyes beamin’ up at me, and
me not able to right out and tell ’em I'm a
grudgin,’ tight-fisted old—I tell you what!”—
he gave his horses such a vigorous cut with the
whip that Jim and Sam, on a back backless
seat of the bob-sleigh, nearly went over back-
wards into the snow, “I’ve got to get even with
mysclf somehow, but I don’t know just how,

et.”

It was astonishing what a commotion farmer
Bingle's gift created in the parish. Not one
cye had failed to mark the justice done by Mr.
Graves’ goodly figure to the goodly garment,
and with an awakening pride at the possession
of such a fine-looking pastor came a desire to see
him thoroughly well equipped. Which desire
found expression in such a visitation at the
parsonage as had never before been dreamed of,
Cheap goods and cast-offs were ignored in the
generous supply of winter comforts which each
giver made sure should be in keeping with the
now overcoat, and the wives and mothers had
soen to it that Mrs. Graves and the children
should look fit to walk beside that tailor made-
up picee of cloth,

Mr. Bingle had smiled with a light in his eyes
which came up from somewhere under that
broken crust, at the set of furs which his wife
carried to Mrs. Graves that night. But in the
early gray of the winter morning he, with Sam’s
help, quietly unloaded in the back yard of the
parsonage, s firkin of butter, the same of lard,
and six barrels of his best apples, packed for
market.

“A good forty-five dollars worth if I'd carted
it half a mile farther,” he said to hig wife, with
a face which shone as he sat down to breakfast.

“And not a soul heard us,” said Sam, rubbing
his hands in great glee. “Wis’t I could see *emu
when they find out !”

“Now I'm even,” said the farmer. “And it
was the best day’s work I ever did when I
gave away that coat by mistake.”—Standard.

How many take a wrong view of life, and
waste their energies and destroy their nervous:
system in endeavoring to accumulate wealth,
without thinking of the present happiness they
are throwing away! It is not wealth or high
station that makes a man happy—many of the
most wretched beings on earth have both—but
it is a sunny spirit, which knows how to bear
little trials and enjoy comforts, and thus ex-
tract happiness from every incident in life.
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Lealth and Tempevamee,

Where Does the Responsibility Rest?

J. B. Gouven has a very pertinent illustration of
personal responsibility. He describes a man as tied
to a stake and finally killed by a hundred stones
thrown at him by a hundred different men. Tell
the first man that he is responsible for the murder,
and he will say, “No indeed. the poor fellow was
almost as well as ever after I hit him;” and so
they might go on till you get to the last one, and
he, of course, scouts the idea of being a murderer,
for he will coolly say, ¢ The man was just about dead
when I hit him. It was the other men before
me who killed him.” Tt is simply disgusting to see
with what shameless inconsistency some Christians
can sneak out of responsibility for the ruin of their
brethren, where a penny is at stakke. Whether such
complicity with liquor selling as that is an offense
for which a man can be excommunicated from the
church or not, may be a question, but he certainly
ought to be excommunicated every time he leases
property for the sale of liquor. It don't look well
for a man to talk in prayer-meeting about ‘ enter-
ing in at the strait gate,” and then on his'way home
pass a gate of perdition of which he is the owner,
when the said gate with his knowledge and consent
displays a sign that says to all passers by, “enter
in,” enforcing that invitation to take the broad road,
by temptations that some men cannot resist. But
why should a man be excommunicated for leasing a
butlding to a saloon keeper to sell liquor in? Be-
cause it is fair to infer that he meant to inflict an
injury upon individuals and upon society at large,
when he leased the building. Is that a hard say-
ing? Let ussee. Itis a well established maxim
of law that if any actis likely to produce mischief,
he who does that act must be presumed to intend
that which his act was likely to produce.

"Who doubts that the leasing of a house to

gell liquor in is lkely to produce mischief ?
If in a civil case a man can be convicted of
crime on the principle above stated, he ought surely
before the church to to be convicted of a willful,
premeditated and intended wrong. And he ought
to receive wholesome discipline for such ungodly
conduct.——Church and Home.

PRSI SR
Action of Coffee on the Stomach,

IN a paper presented to the Society de Biologie
(Rev. Med.) M. Leven states that coffee, so far, as
is often supposed, from accelerating the digestive
process of the stomach, rather tends to impede this.
‘When thirty grammes of coffee, diluted in "150 of
water, is given to a dog, which is killed five and a
half hours afterwards, the stomach is found pale, its
mucous surface being anemic and the vessels of its
external membrane contracted. The whole organ
exhibits a marked appearance of ansmia. Coffee
thus determining ansemia of the mucous membrane,
preventing rather than favoring vascular congestion,
and of opposing rather than facilitating the secretion
of gastric juice, how comes it that the sense of com-
fort is procured for so many people who are accus-
tomed to take coffee after a meal? a repast, in
tact, producing in those whose digestion is torpid, a
heaviness of the intellectual faculties, and embarrass-
ment of the power of thinking. These effects and
the disturbance of the head, are promptly dissipated
by the stimulated effect which the coffee produces on
the nervous centers, as shown by experiments with
casein. Coffee and tea when taken in excess, are a
frequent cause of dyspepsia, for the anemic condition
tion of the mucous membrane being periodically
renewed, a permanent state of congestion is at last
produced which constitutes dyspepsia.—Scientific
American. .

-
-

Waar consistency is there in the church con-
demming the use of alcoholic wine as a beverage, and
yet administering it to her members with all the
golemnity of a sacred ordinance ?

Effect of Diet.

"Dr. J. B. Finney was for many years chaplain
of the Ohio penitentiary. He was very careful to
study the characters and observe the change in the
dispositions of the convicts. Of the effect of diet,
he says in his “‘Memorials of Prison Life,” p.
40—

“These men were once among the boldest of
villains, but the diet, the temperance, the active and
steady labor, and the moral discipline of a prison,
soon soften down the most daring and reckless
gpirits, and sometimes effect a perfect change in
their dispositions. We learn from the facts here
daily presented, the great law, that the disposi-
tions of men are made very much by their
habits, Let a person eat much meat, feed
abundantly, drink spirituous liquors, spend much
time in idle and wicked conversation, and take no
thought of governing or even checking his natural
appetites, and he is almost sure to become a fearless,
violent, ambitious villain; but take him now from
the excessive indulgence of his animal propensities,
oblige him to spend his time in silence, keep him
from the use of spirits, let his diet be nourishing
but not exciting, consisting chiefly of vegetables,
then raise his mind to intellectual, moral, and
religious topics, even though it be only oceasionally,
and the whole man begins to wear a new aspect—
to feel a new current of emotions—to enjoy a serener
and higher kind of being. TImprisonment, therefore,
on any plan, is often a blessing to these desperate
characters, some of whom go out reformed in soul,
mind, and body. We see, too, that the world at
large has a great interestin the habits of the people.
Savages, who live mostly on flesh, are the most
ferocious of mankind; while those nations and
tribes which feed on vegetables, chiefly, are generally
the most peaceable, docile, and intellectual,”

.
-

Sleep.

Turre i3 no danger of wearing this subject
threadbare, for people are beginning to wake up to
the fact that plenty of sleep is requisite to the
health, particularly in the case of brain-workers.
The more sleep the brain gets the better does the
brain work, All great brain-workers have been
great sleepers. Sir Walter Scott could never do
with less than ten hours. A fool will want eight
hours, as George ITT said, but a philosopher wants
nine, The men who have been the greatest generals
are the men who could sleep at will, Thus it was
with both Wellington and Napoleon. The greatest
speakers in the House of Commons have been the
men who could go to sleep there as much as they

liked. This explaing the juvenility of the aged
Palmerston, Sleep is in many cages the best of
medicines. A friend told me that he treated him-

gelf for a fever. He went to bed with a large
pitcher. of lemonade by his side. He drank and
slept, slept and drank, and slept himself well again.
Ttis safe to say of any man that if he sleeps well he
will do well.—Ez.

el
.

Inexcusable Rudeness.

A arEAT number of smokers seem to have lost
gight of politeness. Their smoking makes them
rude. 'Why should a smoker blow his smoke in my

face, or allow the dust of his weed to get in my eyes.

‘Why should he think it not indecent to frequently
expeetorate in my presence? I have as much right
to scatter fine strong pepper and half blind the
passers-by or my companions in a railway carriage.
I might answer it pleased me, and they must put
up with it. Men have no more right to smoke in
public than I haveto scatter pepper. OQur pleasures
ought not to be at the expense of another; all public
smokers, however, break this law, and give great
offense to that part of the public who hate the
most distant fumes of tobacco.—London Ireemen.

e
-

“Warrner therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

A Foreible Temperanee Leeture.

Two coloured barbers, one an old man and the
other a young one. The young one took off his
apron and started for the door.

“Yo's gwan to git a drink, Jim?” asked the
elder.

“Dat’s what I's gwan to do.”

“Go and get yo' drink. I used to do de same
ting when I wuz young. When I wuz first mar-
ried dah wuz a gin mill next to de shop where I
wucked, an’ I spent in it fifty and sebenty cents a
day outen de dollah an’ half I eahned. Wall, one
mawnin’ I went in de butchah shop, an’ who shood
come in but de man what kep’ de likker shop.

“<ib me ten or twelbe pounds po’ter-house
steak,” he said.

“He got it an’ went out. I sneaked up to de
butchah and looked to see what money I had lef’,

““What do you want? says de butchah.

“¢Gib me ten cents wuf of libber,” wuz my re-
mark.

“It wuz all I could pay fur. Now yoo go an’
git yo' drink. You'll eat libber, but de man what
sells you de stuff will hab his po’ter-house steak.
De man behin’ de bar eats po’ter-house—de man in
front eats libber. I ain’t touched de stuff fo’
thirty yeahs, and T am eatin’ po’ter-house myself,
—Foxboro Reporter,

et
-

A cHALLENGE by a father was answered by his
son-at one of Mr, J. B. Gough’s lectures in Penn-
sylvania. At the close of the lecture a gentleman
arose and was announced Judge of the Quarter
Sessions.  He said, “Ladies and gentlemen, be-
fore the audience is dismissed I wish to say a few
words in defense of myself and the class T represent.
Now, it is very hard to have it said that I set a bad
example, Now, I am a moderate drinker, a respect-
able modecrate drinker. Who dare say anything
against me? Who ever saw me the worse for drink?
If young men followed my example they would be
as I am, respectable and respected. I challenge the
country to say whether my example is a bad one.”
A man in the audience, evidently under the in-
fluence of drink, here made a loud interruption.
Some one said, “Put the man out,” and a gentle~
man said, “No, let the man remain; he is the only
son of the Judge—his only son has tried to follow
his example, and there is the result. He is so
drunk that he would disturb a respectable meeting.”

et
-

The Smoker.

Tar smoker whois wedded to the habit, can-
not readily understand why every onc else does not
like the odor. But the fact is patent that the scent
of tobacco is not only disagreeable to some persons,
but also absolutely poisonous. Tt does not mend
the matter to say this is mere prejudice or weakness.
You have no right to make others uncomfortable
for your own satisfaction. No gentleman will thrust
himself in close proximity to ladies with his coat sat-
urated with stale smoke. No gentleman will pass
through a car carrying a lighted eigar in his hand,
and leaving a trail of offensive smoke behind him.
No gentleman will get in a stage carrying a smold-
ering stump in his hand, and keep it there until it
smolders out, and emits a more hideous stench than
before. No gentleman will puff out his costly smoke
on the platform of the tram-car when the passengers
inside eannot escape some portions of the fumes.
But you can find “men” doing these things every day
in the week.

———

A rROMINENT American writer says that the
time will come when people will not inquire what is
a man’s disposition, but what is the condition of his
stomach ! e has said many things less seusible
than that. )

No physician ever weighed out medicine with half
so much exactness and care as God weighs out to
us every trial; not one grain too much does he ever
permit to be put in the scale.—Ceci..
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Bible Student,

Bible - Reading.—Righteousness,

1. WHAT does the Lord love?

“For the righteous Lord loveth righteousness; his coun-
tenance doth behold the upright.,” Ps, 11:7.

2. 'Who is righteous ?

“Tittle children, let noman deceive you ; he that docth
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.” 1
John 3:7.

8. Who are not of God?

" “In this the children of God are manifest, and the
children of the devil; whaesocver docth not righteeusness
is not of God, neither he that loveth his brother.,” Versc
10.

4. What is unrighteousness?

“All unrighteousness is sén ; and there is a sin not unto
death.” 1 John 5:17.

5. What is sin?

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law;
for sin is the transgression of thelaw.”” 1 John 3:4.

6. Are all the commandments of the law of God
righteous?

“My tongue shall speak of thy word; fer all thy com-
mandments are 1ighteousness.”  Ps. 119:172,

7. Where were the right judgments proclaimed
by God?”

“Thou camest down alsoupon meunt Sinai, and spakest
with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments

and true laws, good statutes and commandments.” Neh,
9:13.

8. What did God speak at Sinai?

“And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the
fire; ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no similitnde;
only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you his
covenant, which he commanded you to perform, even fen
commandments ; and he wrote them apon two tables of
stone.” Deut. 4:12.13.

9. What did Moses say should be the righteous-
ness of the people?
“And it shall be our rightcousness, if we observe to do

«ll these commandments before the Lord onr God, as he
hath commanded us.” Deut. 6:25,

10. Did Paul teach that the righteousness of the
Taw should be fulfilled in Christiang ?

“That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”
Rom. 8:4.

11. What do sinners obey?
- “But nnto them that are contentious, and do not obey
the truth, but obey wunriglhtcousncss, indignation and
wrath,”  Rom, 2:8.

12. By what should sinners break off from their
sins? :

*“ Whercfore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto
thee, wad Inveak off thy sins by righteousness, and thine
iniguitics by showing mercy to the poor; if it may bea
lengthening of thy tranquillity.,”  Dan. 4:27.

18, Is the righteousness of God’s law everlasting ?

“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and
thy law is the truth. The righteousness of thy testimonies
is ecerlusting ; give me understanding, and I shall
live.” DPw. 119: 142,144,

14. Iow long will every one of these righteous
judgments endure?

“Thy word is true from the beginning; and every one of
thy rightcous judgments endureth for ever.” -Verse 160,

156, Will this righteousness ever be aboligshed ?

“Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the
earth beneath; for the heavens shall vanish away like
smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and
they that dwell therein shall dic in Jike manner; but my

salvation shall be for ever, and my »ightcousness shall not
be abolished.”  Tsa. 31:6. .

16. What people know righteousness ?

“Tearken mto me ye that know righteousness, the
peaple inachoss heavt is my law 5 fear ye not the reproach
of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. Verse 7.

17. Was the law in the heart of Christ?

“Then said 1. Lo, T come; in the volume of the book it
is written of me, 1 delight to do thy will, O my God; yea,
thy law is within my heart.” Ps. 40:7,8,

18, Is it to be in the hearts of his people?

“But this shall be the covenant that [ will make with
the house of Tsrael; After those days, saith the Lord, I
will put my law in their inward parts, wud write 48 in
thedr hearts; and will be *heir God, and  they shall be my
people.”  Jer. 3Lliow.

19. Was it prophesied of Christ.that he should
preach righteousness ?

“ I have preached rvighteouseess in the great corgrege-
tiony lo, T have not vefrained my lips, O Loxd, thou
knowest.,” Ds.40:9.

20. How did he preach it in the congregation ?

“Think not that [ am come to destroy the law, or the
prophets; T am not eomne to destroy, bat to fulfil. For
verily T sav unto vou, till heaven and earth pass, onc job
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all be
frnlfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these
least commandments, and shall teach men 8o, he shall be
ealled the least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoso-
ever shall do and teach. them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of lLeaven. TFor 1
say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed
the rightcousness of the seribes and Pharisces, ye shall in
no ease ¢nter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. 5:17-
20.

21, What tendeth to life?

“As righteousness tendeth to life; so he that pursneth
evil pursueth it to his own death.”  Prov, 11:19.

“And he said unto him, why callest thon me good? there
is none good but one, that is, God ; but if thou wilt enter
into life, keep the commundments”  Matt, 19:17.

“ Blessed are they that do kis commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates iuto the city, Rev. 22:14.”

22, What is the Saviour of sinners called?

“Tn his days Judah shall be saved, and Isracl shall
dwell safely; and this is his name whereby he shall be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jer,
23:6.

23. How can sinners obtain righteousness?

“Being justifed freely by his grace through the redemp-
tion thalis in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation throngh faith -in his blood, to drelwre
Lis vighteousness for the remission of sins that ave pust,
through the forbearance of God.” Rom, 3:24,25.

24. What are the conditions on which it is to be
attained ?

“For with the keart man believeth unto righteonsness;
and with the month confession is made unto salvation,”
Rom. 10:10.

25. ‘What is this imputed righteousness called ?

“ Teen the vighteousness of God which i3 by faith of
Jesus Christ unto all aud upon all them that believe; for
there is no difference.” Rom. 3:22.

26. When freed from sin by faith and obedience,
whatdo we become?

“Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants
of vighlrousness.” Rom. 6:18,

27. With what will the people be judged ?

“He shall judge thy people with »ighteousness, and
thy pour with judgment.”  Ps, 72:2,

28. Who shall dwell in the Lord’s holy hill?

“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall
dwell in thy holy hill?  Jle that walketh wprightly and
worketh vighteouwsness, and speaketl the trdh in his
heart.” Ps, 15:1,2,

29. What will dwell in the new earth?

“ Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new carth, wherein dwelleth rightcous-
ness” 2 Pet, 3:13,

30. Who shall inherit it, and dwell thercin [or-
ever?

“The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell {here-
in for ever.,” Ps. 37:29. .

L. . COTTRELL.
_____‘__',,

Frowm the beginning until Christ came, and since
Christ came until now, Jesus Christ in his person
and in his work has been the sum and substance of
divine revelation unto men. It is he that malkes
the Old Testameny and the New to be one. It is
he that unites in one bond of beautiful harmony,
patriavchs, prophets and apostles, Tiver since the
earth heard any message from God, it has been a
messnge about Josus Christ, the Redecmer. Beforethe
curse was pronounced upon man, an! before man
was driven from the garden, even then wercy was
triumphing over judgment, and the statewnent was
made prophetically: «The seed of the woman shall
bruise the serpent’s head.”  Did 1 notsay truly that
this blessed Clnist, this atoning Saviour, this Lamb
of God taking away the sing of the world, is the sum
and substance of revelation from God to man?—
John Flall,

-
o

Acrroxs, looks, words, steps, form the alphabet hy
which you may spell eharacter.

Grammatical Construction of Matt. 28: 1.

Tue passage, in the original, reads thus: «“Opse
de sabbatone, te epiphosekouse cis mian sabbatone,
celthe Maria, he Magdaleene,” ete. A translation
is given to these words as follows: “In the end of
the Sabbaths, as it began to dawn toward one (or the
first). of the Sabbaths, came Mary Magdalone,” etc.

Opse is defined by Robinson to mean, as a general
signification, lafe, after a long time. “With a geni-
tive, the same as at the end of, af the close of, after.’
Robinson then quotes these words from the Greek of
Matt. 28:1, “Opse de sabbatone,” and translates
them, “at the end of the Sabbath, . e.,atter the Sab-
bath, the Sabbath being now ended.”

De is simply a continuative particle, signifying,
but, and, also,and the like.

Sabbatone. There are two words translated Sab-
bath in the New Testament. The first is sabdaton,
whichis a noun of the second declension, and is
always used in the singular number. The second is
sabbata, a noun of the third declension, and always
used in the plural number. But these two words
have identically the same signification, and are used
interchangeably. Robinson says that where the
plural form occurs, it is generally used for the sing-
ular. The word here in Matt. 28:1, is in the gen-
itive case, which, according to Robinson, determines
the meaning of opse before it; he, as already noticed,
having said that opse with a genitive signifies at
the end of, or after, The genitive is thus used,
Sophocles, § 196, to denote the time when, or place
where. :

Te epiphosckouse: It beginning to dawn. THere
we have the article t¢ and the participle of the verb
epiphoselo, which means, according to Robinson,“ to
grow light upon, to dawn upoi.” Liddell and Scott
give it the single signification, “to grow foward day-
light.”  The word occurs elsewhere in the New Tes-
tament, only in Luke 23:54, where it says that the
Sabbath drew on; and this use of the word in this
instance, Bloomfield explains to be a Jewish idiom
to denote the commencement of their day, borrowed
from the classic use of the word by the heathen, who
commeneed their day in the mornming. The word
cannot have the tropical signification in Matt. 28:1,
that it hag in Luke 23:54, and signify that the first
day,according to Jewish reckoning, was drawing on;
for the word opse signifies that the Sabbath was
already past. It must therefore here have its proper
and literal signification, and mean , “as it began to
grow toward daylight.” The word is here in the
dative form for the genitive absolute, Soph., § 226,
Note 8, the article te, agreeing with heemera, day,
understood.

Fis is simply a preposition, meaning o or into.

Mian is a numeral adjective, the first of the car-
dinal numbers, literally signifying ome. It is lLere
used, according to a Hebraism, as an ordinal, sig-
nifying the first—Robinson. The form mian is
found in the singular number, feminine gender,
accusative cage, from the nominative, keis, mia, hen.
Being an adjective it must agree with some snb-
stant've, clblier expressed or understood.  Ls there
any word expressed with which it ean agree? The
next word is sabbatone which is in the genitive
plural, and cannot therefore be the word with which
the - ecusative singular, mien, agrees. What word
then shall be supplied? This brings us to the prin-
eiple claim based upon this text in behalf of the first
d-y of the week. Is the sense of the passage that
tlns ig the first of a new series of Sabbaths now in-
troduced? the first Sabbath of a new series? If so,
the word first (mian) must agree with Sabbath (seb-
baton, singuiar) understood. This formis found in
the singular number and accusative case, the agroe-
ment thus far being all right; but when we look at
the gender, we find that sadbaton is neuter, and
mian, as already stated, is feminine. We caunot,
therefore, supply the word sabbaton; unless we can
perform the ungrammatical miracle: of making a
feminine adjective agree with a nuter noun.

But, strange to say, come are =0 detcrmined to
have sudbaton understood, as to claim that mian is
neuter! and that the gender of the adjective is deter-
woned, not by itg fonm, but by the gender of the
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noun with which it agrees; as much as to say that
the adjective has but one form, and is masculine,
feminine, or neuter, according to the gender of its
noun,  This will certainly surprise those who have
any acquaintance with the Greek, It is only for the
benefit of those wha have never studied it, that we
need to say that adjectives are declined, or take a
change of form to express the nwnber and ecase,
exactly the same as nouns; and that they have a
change of form also to denote the gender; and the
zender of the noun determines absolutely what form
of the adjective shall be used to agree with it.

Take, [or instance, the word under consideration.
"he accusative singular, masenline, of the numeral
hets, is hena, accusative feminine, mian, accusative
neuter, hen. Used with a noun in the accusative
singular, if nasculine, Zena would be the form of the
adjective to be used; if feminine, mean; it neuter,
hen, It therefore siubbaton is the word understood
with which the numeral should agree, the form Zen
should have been used, not minn; aud the fact that

-«mian, the feminine form, is used, shows that the
naun naderstood, with which it agrees, must Le a
feminine noun.  Tu this respect the law of the lan-
guage is absolute and inexorable.

With what, then, does mian agree? Scholars and
eritics who understand Hmruugh]y the idioms af the
Gireek, tell us that in sneh sentences, the word day,
heemera, is understood.  Sce Greenfiell’s Greek
Testament, Matt, 28:1, mmrgin, also Robinson’s
Lexicon. flesmera is a leminine noun, and henece
mian can agree with it iu cvery respect; and there is
1o omnnmlmal inaceuracy involved. Putting in
the .\upplml word, we have es mian heemeran sabba-
tone, literally, the (ivst day of the Sabbath.

Now it 13 evident that the word sabbatone wust
here be faken m other than its ordinary sense; for,
“the first day of the Sabbath,” the Sabbath itsclf
being only oue day, would be a meaningless expres-
sion. » Turning again to Rahinson, we find under
the word sabbaton, the seeond definition given as fol-
lows: « Meton. [that is, by metonymy, a figure of
speech in which one word s put for anothel] a sab-
bath, put for the interval from Sabbath to Sabbath;
thence a se'nnight, week, On]y after numerals nurk.
ing the days of the week.,” Then he refers, for ex-
ampleﬂ to all those passagos in which the plirase
“first day of the week” occurs in the New Testa-
nent.  And he adds, «“In the Talmudists the days
of the weck ave written: the first, second, third, day
in the Sabbath (weck); sce Lightfoot Hor. Hel. in
Matt, 28:1.”

In the light of the foregoing facts, presented in a
nanner so plain that we trust all can understand
them, it is not difieult for any one to see that a eor-
rect translation of the passage would be: “ After the
Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the flrst (day)
of the week.

One guestion mare may arise: How is it to Dbo
known when sadbatone or sabbuton is to be rendered
week, instead of Swdbath? Answer, Tt is to be
rendered week whenever it is preceded by a nwneral.
It is so preceded in every case where: the expression
“first day of the week” oceurs, and also in Luke
18:12, where the Pharisec fasted twice in the (sab-
batou, genitive singular) week. Hence we translate
the word sabbatane, as 1t first ocdeurs in Matt 28:1,
by the word Sabbath, because it has no nunieral be-
fore it; and in the second instance of its occurrence,
we trauslate it week, because it is preceded by the
nunieral mian. U. 8.

——————— -

An Honest Confession.

Ix the matter of the persecution of the saints by
the Roman chuveh, the following frow the Shepherd
of the Valley, a work pubhshed in St. Louis, U. 8.
A.in 1876, under the supervision of Archbishop
Kendrick, fully justifics the application of Dan.7:25
to that power:—

“We confess that the Roman Catholic chureh is
intolerant: that is to say, that it uses all the meansin
its power for the extirpation of error and of sin; but
this intolerance is the logical and necessary conse-
quence of her infallibility. She alone has the right

‘of Ameriea.

to be intolerant, becanse she alone has the truth.
The church tolerates heretics where she is obliged to
do so, but she hates them mortally, and employs all
her foree to secure theif annihilation. When the
Catholies shall here be in possession of a consider-
able majority,—which will certainly be the case by
and by, although the time may be lon@, deferred,—
then religious liberty will have come to an end in
the Republm of the United States. Our enemies say
this, and we believe with them,  Our enemies know
that we do not pretend to be better than our chureh,
and inwhat eoncerns thig, her history is open to all.
They know, then, how the Roman church denlt with
lhereties in the Middle Ages, and how she deals with
them to-day wherever she has the power. 'We no
more think of denying these historie facts than we
do of Dlaming the saints of God and the princes of
the chureh for what they havc done or approved in
tliese matters.”

Mews and Wotes,

A new ceusis just completed gives Rome a population
of 385,000,

A rab that climbs trees hke a squirrel ‘has been  dis-
covered in California.

Congress has voted the widow of General Grant a
yearly pension of £1,000,

The Turkish Government has sent aun order to a New
York factory for 200,000 rifles,

It is stated that the Chinese take £3,000,000 each vear
out of California and send it home.

More than one hindred Jews have been ordained as
miuisters of the Chnrch of Kungland.-

Six hundred schools have been established bv American
socictios in the Turkish Tmpire, which are attended by
25,000 pap'ls,

A Washington e(me\pond nt estimates that the funeral
of the Tale Vice-President Hendricks cast the American
Government £35,000,

Spain has been recently, shaken np by earthiqnakes. |

A London dispatch says that the bed of the Mediterra-
nean Sea has risen perceptibly.

The Secretary of the Treasnry of the United States has
lately received 15,000 lebters from manntacturers, protest-
ing aommt any reduction of the tavift,

All the property of the Singer Sewing Machine Com-
pauv in Ilizabethport, New Jevsev. U. 8. AL, was attached
on Dec. 19, and 1,000 employes were discharged.

IPearfnl storms are reported from California, which
have destroved houses and barns, and carried away
bridges. Much damage was also done to wheat-ficlds.

Brazil has o gradnal-cmancipation law, whieh contem-
plates the freedom of all slawes in that empire in thirteen
years; but it is believed that the work contemplated will
be accomplisheld much soonér,

Damaging storms have been visiting the Atlantic Coast
It the vicinity of New York the water rose
to an unprecedented helaht submerging wharves and
inundating portions of the city.

The Church of England hag organized a church army,
modeled somcwhat after the Salvation Army, The d(,swn
is to engage ils lay members in evangelistic work. Over
five thousand are already enrolled, ’

Montreal in Canada, hasbBeen the vietim of sconrges the
past year. At th¢ close of'the first week in November,
2,641 persons had died of small-pox, and at last account,
the city was suffering from typhoid fever and diphtheria,

The pope has two kinds of seals, The first uselin
npmlnhc briefs, privale letters, ete., is called the fisher-
man’s ring, The other is msed in bulls, The impressions
of the fisherman’s seal are taken in red wax, but those of
the other always in lead.

The entire adult popnlation of a Canadxan village. of
2,000 mh‘\.b]fmnls, Ste, Marthe, asserabled at the church a
few weeks since and pledgéd themselves to abstain from
intoxieating drinks of all kinds for one year.
examplc that might be folluwed with profit elsewhere,

A fearful cyclone has recently been experienced on the
Orissa coast of India. completely wrecking seven hundred
villages, and killing three-fourths of the inhabitants,
Honses were crushed into a confused mass, burying their
inmates, The disaster is said to surpass in its- horrors

‘anything that ever occurred.in the country.

A Bexlin journal has recently made an estimate of the
size and cost of the armies of Liarope. In the seventeen
States of that continent, the armies, even on a peace foot-
ing, number 2,629,522 men.
nillions is estimated to bc more than £200,000,000 per
year. The total population of Europe is said to be a
little more than 815,000,000, Tbis would make the

_armies, in pdace times, average twelve shillings per year

to each person, young and old.

A worthy,

The total cost for these

A photograph of a seetion of the skv some five degrees
square, has been taken at the Paris Observatory. which
shows 3,000 stars on a ten-inch square plate, Stars of the
fourteenth and hfteenth magnitnde are plainly ontlined
on the plate. Taking this portion of the sky as Eairly
representing other portions, -no lesa than 20,000,000 stars,
to the fourteenth magnitade inclusive, are Wltlnn the
range of vision.

The vigorous proseention of the Utah Mormons bv the
United States anthoritics. has aroused a spirit of bitter-
ness among that mueh marvied people. The Mormon
press calls for blood atonement, and threats have been
made to drive from Salt Lake City the entire Gentile
population. Lively: times are anticipated in the famons
city by the salt sea, and troops are accordingly preparing
to move at 4 moment’s notice.

A Catholic priest, in a scrmon rvecently [ll'eached in
Notre Dame Chureh, told his hearcers: “T want von to
understand that the church forbids yon to read those
[ Protestant] Bibles. If you have anv of them in vour
howses, burn them; and it von don’t want to burn them.
bring them to me, and T will burn them.” In this iy
pmved the ott-repeated statement of Catholies that their
religion never changes. They would nadoubtedly burn
heretics with as good grace as in the dark ages,

An Amervican paper savs that a wealthy ladyv of Phila-
delphia has had built a miniature castle of polished onk as
a kennel for a pet mastiff. the cost of which is £100.
The extravagant expenditnre of wealth. rvepresented bv
this case, not ouly begets dissipation and vice among those
who thus recklessly mse their wealth, but gives rise to,
and fosters the sacialist sentiments so  prevalent in
America and some European countries.  Could the money
that is foolishly expeunded be used toward the elevation of
humanity, society evervwhere would carry a more whale-
some complexion than it now has.

Three Germans and onc Russian were arvested, not
long since, in San Frauciseo. with a quantity of dvnamite
il their possession, and a list of citizens who were checkeld
off for death. Among these were Senator Stanford,
Governor Stoneman, Consul Ree, several jundges, Lhe chick
of police, the mayor, and several military and . aval
officers.  These obnaxions ones disposed of, the veve' -
tionists expected to get passess’on of the municipal Govern-
ment, and drive oat the Chinese. The orvganization of
desperadoes of which those arrested ave a portion, is sup-
posed to numher between three and fonr handred.

- Dublisley’s
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and others who have examined it. It is a handsome octave volnme of
512 pages. Price, 193 6d,

@OMING CONFLICT.

BY W. I. LITTLEJOHN.
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Melbourne, Victoria, I'ebruary, 1886,

TurouaH an oversight, we omitted to state in our
last issue that Mr, BWdward Hare, of Auckland, has
been appointed general agent for northern New Zea-
land for the BipLye EcHo, also for the various publica-
tions sent out from this office.

THE General Conference of Seventhi-Day Kdventists
just closed its annual session at Battle Creek, Michigan,
U. 8. A., a report of which was reccived too late for
this paper. Delegates were present, representing our
work in all parts of the world—Central Burdpe, Scan-
dinavia, the United Kingdom, South America, and the
various portions of the United States and Canada,
Trom accounts it seems to have been the most intercst-
ing session ever Leld by that body. Steps were taken
for a much wider sphere of operation than has been
occupicd before, of which we will speak in the
future. ’

MuErings were continued in the tent at North Fitzroy
until the evening of January 10, during which time a
church of twenty-eight members was organized., The
following Sabbath scven were baptized and uniled with
the church, and the next Sablath ten more united,
swelling the number to forly-five. Last Sabbath three
more were received into fellowship, making a church
of forty-eight members.

The tent was removed to South Melbourne Jan. 14,
and meetings commenced the cvening of the 17th with
a good audience. The interest has grown fromn the
beginning, and we confidently look for a good work to
be accomplished at South Melbourne.

Tur friends of - BisLe Ecmo will be gratlified to
learn that this issue of the paper is printed at our own
place of business. We have just had set in position,
from the general furnishing house of 8. Cooke and
Co., Mulbourne, a large machine of the Wharfdale
pattern, with latest improvements. The motive power
for this, is furnished by an “Otto” gas engine, which
also does its first work in connection with printing this
paper. The labor of getting in position the above-
named maehinery has delayed this issue a few days;

~ but from this time forward we hope to be on time with
each number, so that every subseriber will have his
paper by the first of the month.

Wz mueh regret that the eircumstances under which
the first number of BiBLeE Eczo was issued were
so unfavorable. A few errors appeared in it, which
though very trifling of themselves, suggest opportunity
for improvement. We shall not hesitate to adopt all
such suggestions, and hope to seec each issue, an im-
provement over its predecessors, It is designed to
keep pace with the times, and produce a readable paper
-—one that shall deal with living issues. If this num-
Dber shall £fall into the hands of any who did not have
the first number, and they wish to secure it, they can
do so by sending to this office, as there arc a few of

- the cight thousand then published, still on hand. Ii
will be sent post paid for two two-penny stamps.

Tur Sydney Morning Herald states that on the night
of Jan. 27, an icc storm of. great severity swept over
~the township of Woodburn on the Richmond River,
doing much damage to standing crvops, and killing
horses, cattle, pigs and poultry, A few persons were
wounded by the hail but none very seriously, Pieces
of ice, some measuring twelve inches in circumference,
and weighing from cight to sixteen ounces, were
picked up after the storm. Sucha heavy fall of ice
_was never known in those parts before.

Even the very elements seemn to be out of conrse.
We may, however, look for these strange freaks to
become more frequent from this time on to the end.
What are now seen are only precursors of more start-

ling events to follow.

Tir Scventh-Day Adventist church of Melbourne
meets for public worship in Temperance Hall, Russell
Street, each Sabbath (Saturday),at 11 A, m.  The public
ig cordially invited to attend.

¢“ Come to Stay.”

A NUMBER of inquiries have reached us of late re-
garding our object in coming to this country, and how
long we expect to remain. We are happy to an-
nounce that we came here to see the truths of the
Third Angel’s Message (See Rev. 14:9-12) established
in these parts, and expect to remain until that work is
accomplished. Already a good-sized church has been
organized in Mclbourne, and two companies are estab-
lished in New Zealand. Those who have already taken
hold of these truths, are from the better class of society,
many of them being men and women of thought and
culture.

Situated in North TFitzroy, we have a publishing
house, from which is issued BisLE Hcwo, and a
book repository, where may be found in stock publica-
tions on all Bille subjects, Weare, moreover, greatly
encouraged to know that our efforts to establish the
work is not unappreciated. Already we have received
evidence of a substantial character, from leading busi-
ness men, of their good will toward the enterprise. In
this we confidently expect others will take a part, and
that we shall erc long see the cause mnove in Australia
with a mighty impetus. We would therefore have
our friends understand that we have ‘“come to stay.”

Family Sabbath-Schools,

Tur series of Sabbath school lessons on prophecy
that are now going through BisrLe Kcmo, are of
great importance, and it is to be hoped they will be
diligently studied by all who receive the paper. To

simply read them through will give little permanent
benefit ; .they should be studied. In regularly or-

ganized Sabbath-schools where there are well trained
teachers and pupils, there is always a stimulus to well
learned lessons; but there are hundreds of families in
the Jand who do not have the advantages of a Sabbath-
school. Why should such lose the benefit to be derived
from the study of these important lessons, that are
able to make them “wise unto salvation’? Why may
they not rather form thewmselves into family Sabbath-
schools, and come together for the weekly recital of
the lessons ? We believe that if sueh a course should
be adopted, there isscarcely a farnily who could not
induce certain of their neighbors to join them in the
same pleasant pursuit. Those who would enter upon
such a work could doubtless have the satisfaction
finally, of seeing souls saved through their instru-
mentality., In ‘case any should see fit to act upon the
above suggestion, we would be glad to have them open
correspondence with this office, and report progress,
Any questions relative to the organization, and con-
ducting of such schools, or regarding any contingency
that may arise in the work, will be gladly received,

and will be answered cither by letter or throngh the :

Sabbath-school department of the paper. Address all

such communications to BisLe EcHo,

The Prospect in the East.,

THERE i8 much speculation just now relative to the turn
affairs arc'like'y to take in what is known as the East-
ern Question. The general opinion seems to be that the
fate of Turkey in Europe can now be elearly read. In
an article in the New York Independent of Dec. 10,
1885, George Washburn, D. D. President of Robert Col-
lege, Constantinople, makes some significant statements,
among them the following:— .

“There is some reason to believe, however, that Ger-
many, Austria, and Russia have come at least to a par-
tial agrecment for the division of what was once Euro-
pean Turkey between them ; Austria giving up Trieste
to Germany.”

Speaking further in reference to the small Balkan
States he adds:—

“The danger now is, that these little States will final-
ly attack Tnrkey, in the hope that their defeat may
arouse tho sympathy of Europe and draw the great
powers into the struggle. When the day for the parti-
tion of Turkey comes, they have claims which onght
not to be ignored.”

In the Metbourne Age of Jan.30, a Mr. Plumsteac of
Paris in speaking of the attitude of the European pow-
ery saysi— .

“Bulgaria has had the best wishes of France for her
union; beyond this Franee could not go; sho will
never expend a man or a franc again in the defense of
Turkey against the eagles. Servia, till her crelly
unjust aggression, had only friends in the west; she
has now lost all there. The suffrages have been given
to Prince Alexander, with hope that he and Turkey
will arrange their little differences, but above all, that
his pluck and shrewd sense will enable him to dispense
with tho Russiar. Not a few observers are of opinion
the whole matter will end by Austria and Russia gob-
bling up the Balkan States, plus the remnant of HKuvo-
pean Turkey.”

If these views of the matter are correct, and a divi-
sion of Buropean Turkey takes place, Russia will not
fail to get the lions share ; indeed, ever since the death
of Peter the Grreat she has been steadily working to the
point of securing Constantinople for her southern eap-
ital, and thus carry into effect the will of that famons
monarch of Russia. To accomplish this, the Turk
must be driven across the Bosporus inte his Asiatic
possessions, and Jerusalem become the seat of his feeble
rule. Then will be fulfilled the prophecy concerning
him which says: “And he shall plant the tabernacles
of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy
mountain; yet le shall come to his end, and-none
shall help him.” Dan. 11:45. But the following verse
of the prophecy conneéts with that event, a time of
trouble such as never before existed, in which the peo-
ple of God will receive their final deliverance, and the
righteous dead will be called forth to evetlagting life.
Surely, from the present indications, solemn times are
just before us, and who is ready to meet them ?

A Carnovic is said to have been stranded in the fol-
lowing manner when told that the Bible is the word of
God:—

“Tt ought to be good, then. I don't understand the
whole muddle. The church says she is God’s church,
and that we are God’s children, and the Bible—it is
God’s word, and yet God’s church says that God’s word
is bad for God’s children to read. It is all a muddle,
and I can't undergtand it.”

Pacitic Xealth Journal and Temperance Adve-
cate-—-This is a forty-six page bi-monthly journal, published in the
interest of the Roral Health Retreat, St. Helena, California, U. 8. A.
It isdevoted o the prevention, and practieal treatment of diseases of
all kinds, The price per year places it within the reach of all, Post.
paid to any address, 28 6d,

HE WAY OF LIFE FROM PARADISE
LOST TO PARADISE RESTORED.

A. beantiful allegorionl steel engraving, 24 by 30 inches, illns-
trating the history of man as related to the plan of salvation, fromn
the' first transgression to the restoration of the race to its Rdenic
holiness.

In the center of the engraving, the most prominent of all, stands
the cross with its dying vietim. 7The shadow of the crossis shown
extending back through the ages even to the garden of Eden, to point
ginnera from the earliest time to the “Lamb ot God.,” The priest is
seen offering the lamb for the penitent, pointing him to Christ who is
to come, for the atonement of hig faults, Coming by the cross, the
scene changes, and instead of types and shadows, the memorials of
the gospel, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are beautifully ropresented.
The picture is very comprehensive, and will repay careful study, It
is suitable to adorn any parlor or public hall, and has beon valued in
Araerica at 30s. Price in the Colonies, 8s,

BIBLE ECHO,
Corner Rae and Scotchmer Sts., N, Pitaroy.

EEMPERANCE CHARTS.

These are aset of ten colored lithographie plates which depiet in
the most graphie manner, the ravages of alecohol among the delicate
structures of the human body. The ten Dlates comprice thirty-eight
different figures, exhibiting very forcibly the effects of alcohol and
tobacco upon the heart, blood, brains, lungs, nerves, muscles, liver,
kidneys and pulse of the devotees of these poisons. In the hands of
an ordinary speaker, even, these charts are made most potent advo-
cates of temperance. Some are already in use in thie Colonies with
good effect, Priee, £3 108,

Printedby J. 0. Corliss and M. C. Tsrael for the Tnternational Tractand
Missionary Society, at the Echo Publishing MHouse, corner . Rag and
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