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HE COMETH ACGAIN!

HE cometh agaln ! Shout the glad refrain

Till it cchoes o’er mountain and valley and plain;
Till earth’s weary hearted, on sea and on land,
Sh&ll hear the glad tldmgs,—the Lord is at hand !

He cometh again ! Not to suffer, but reign,

And all the bright, holy ones shme in his train;
0 ye broken- hefuted on sea and on. land,

The' “day-stal is dawning—the Lord is at hand!

He cometh a,qam! And sorrow and pain

Shall vanish before him and come not-again

While the shadows of darkness, on sea and on land,

Shall light up with glory—the Lord is at hand |
—Prophetic Limes.

Gewernl  Saticles,

Critieising Ministers.

BY MRS. i, G, WHITE,

OxE mistake leads to another ; hence it is neces-
sary to learn to move intelligently, and not from im-
pulse. Feeling must not be the criterion, A neg-
lect of duty, the iadulgence of undue sympathy, will
be followed by a negleet to properly estimate those
who are laboring to build up the cause of God.
Jesus said, “I am come in my Father’s nanie, and

" ye receive me not ; if another shall come in his own
name, him ye will receive.”

_ Many do not look upon preaching as Christ’s ap-
pointed means of instructing his people, and there-
fore always to be highly prized. They do not feel
that the sermon ig the word of the Lord to them,
_and estimate it by the value of the truths spoken;
but they judge it as they would the speech of a law-
yer at the bar,—by the argumentative skill displayed,
and the power and beauty of the language. The min-
ister is notinfallible, but God has honored himn by mak-
ing him his messenger. If his hearers listen to him
as though he were not commissioned from above.
they will not respect his words, nor receive them as
the message of God. Their souls will not feed upon

" the heavenly manna; doubts will arise concerning
some things that are not pleasing to the natural
heart, and they will sit in judgment upon the ser-
mon, as they would upon the remarks of a lecturer
or- a political speaker.
closes, they will be ready. with some complaint or
sarcastic remark, thus showing:that the message,
however trae and needful, hag not: profited. them.
. They esteem it not; they have leained the habit of

As soon as the meeting ]|

criticising and finding fault, and they pick and choose,
and perhaps reject the very things that they most
need.

There is very little reverence for sacred thmgs in
some localities. The ordained instrumentalities of
God are alntost entirely lost sight of.” God has in-
stituted no new method of reaching the children of
men. If they cut themselves off from Heaven’s ap-
pointed agencies to reprove their sins, correct their
errors, and point out.the path of duty, there is no
way to reach them w ith any heavenly communication.
They are left in darkness, and are ensnared and
taken by the adversary.

The minister of God is commanded : «Cry aloud,
spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show
my people their transgression, and the house of
Jacob their sins.” The Lord says of these people :
“They seck me daily, and delight to know my ways,
as a nation that d;d righteousness.” Here is a
people who are self;deceived, self-righteous, self-
complacent; and the minister 'is commanded to cry
aloud and show them, their transgressions.

it is needed now more than ever before.

The word of the Lord came to Elijah; he did not
seek to be the Lord's messenger, but the word came
to him. God always has men to whom he intrusts
his message. His Spirit moves upon their hearts,
and constrains them to speak. Stimulated by holy
zeal, and with the divine impulse strong upon them,
they enter upon the performance of their duty with-
out ¢oldly caleulating the consequences of speaking
to the people the word which the Lord has given
them, But the servant of God is soon made aware
that he has risked something. He finds kimself and
his message made the subject of criticism. His
manners, his life, his property, are all inspected and
cornmenbed upon. His message is picked to pieces
and rejected in the most lllxberal and unsanctified
spirit, as men in their finite judgment see fit. Has
that message done the work God designed it should
accomplish ?—No ; it has signally failed, because the
hearts of the hearers were unsanctified. :

It the minister’s face is not flint, if he has not in-
domitable faith and courage, if his heart is not made
strong by constant communion with God, he will be-
gin to shape his testimony to please the unsanctified
ears and hearts of thqse whom he s addressing. In
endeavoring to avoid the criticism to which he is ex-
posed, he sepaxates from God, and loses the sense of
the divine favor, and his testimony becomes tame and
lifeless.
gone, and his labors are powerless. The world is
full of flatterérs and dissemblers who have yielded
to the desire to please; but the faithful men, who
do not study self-interest, but love their brethren too
well to-suffer sin upon them, are few indeed.

It is Satan’s settled purpose to cut off all com-
munication between. God and his people, that he
may practice his deceptive wiles with no voice to
warn them of their danger. If he can lead men to
distrust. the messenger, or to attach no sacredness
to, the message, he knows that they will feel under
no obhgatlon to. heed the word of God to them.
And when light is set aside as darkness, Satan has
things his own way.:

Our God is a ]ealbus ‘God y he is ‘not to be tnﬂed
with. -He wlio does all thi ings according to_the

In all|
| ages this work has been done for God’s people, and

He finds that his courage and faith are-

counsel of his ‘own will, has been pleased to place
men under various cucumstances, and to enjoin up-
on them duties and observances peculiar to the times
in which they live and the conditions under which
they are placed. . If they would prize the light given
them, their facultles would be greatly enlarged and
ennobled and broader views of truth would be opened
before them, The mystery of eternal” things, and
especially the wonderful grace of God as manifested
in the plan of redemption, would be unfolded to
their minds ; for spiritual things are spiritually dis-
cerned. :

Wae are never to forget that Christ teaches through
his sérvants. There may be conversions without
the instrumentality of a sermon. Where persons
are so situated that they are deprived of every means
of grace, they are wrought upon by the Spirit of
God and convinced of the truth through reading the
word ; but God’s appointed means of saving souls
is through the ¢ foolishness of preaching.” Though
human, and compassed with the frailties of humanity,
men are God’s messengers ; and the dear Saviour
is_grieved when so little is effected by their labors.
Every minister who goes out into the great harvest
field shonld magnify his office. He should not énly
seek to bring men to the knowledge of the truth,
but he should labor as did Paul, “wammg every
man, and teaching every man in all wisdom,” that
he may “present every man perfect in Christ Jesus

The man is to be regarded and honored only as
God’s ambassador. To praise the man is not pleas-
ing to God. - The message he brings is to be brought
to the test of the Bible. “To the law and to the
testimony ; if they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them.” But the
word-of the Lord is not to be judged by a human
standard. It will be seen that those whose minds
have the mould of earthhness, those who have
a limited Christian experience and know but
little of the things of God, are the ones who have
the least respect for God’s servants, and the least
reverence for the message he bids them bear. They
listen to a searching discourse, and go to their homes
prepared to sit in judgment on it; and the impres-
sion disappears from their minds like the morning
dew before the sun. If the preaching is of an emo-
tional character, it will affect the feelings, but not
the heart and conscience. Such preaching results
in no lasting good ; but it often wins the hearts of
the people, and calls out their affections for the man
who pleases them. They forget that God has said,
“Ceage ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils..

Jesus is waiting with longing desire to open be-
fore his. people the glory that will attend his second
advent, and to carrythem forward to acontemplation
of the landscape of bliss. There are wonders to be
revealed. A long lifetime of prayer and research
will leave much unexplored and unexplained. But
what we know not fhow will be revealed hereatter.
The work of instruction begun here will be carried
on to all eternity. "The Lamb, as he leads the hosts
of the redeemed to the fountain of living waters, will
impart rich stores of knowledge; he will unravel
mysteries in the works and providence of God that
have never before been understood.

We can never by searching find .out: God. He
does not lay open his plans %o prying, mqmsmve
minds:  We must notattenpt to Lt witin prosumpi-
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uous” hand the curtain behind which he veilg his
‘majesty. The apostle exclaims, « How unsearchable
are hig judgments, and his ways past finding out.”
It i3 a proof of his mercy that there is the hiding of
Liis power, that he is enshrouded in the awful clouds
of mystery and obseurity ; for to lift the curtain that
‘conceals the Divine Presence is death. No mortal
1wind can penetrate the secrecy in which the Mighty
One dwells and works. We can comprehend no
‘more of his dealings with us and the motives that
actuate him than he sees fit to reveal. He orders
overything in righteousness, and we are not to be
dissatisfied and distrustful, but to bow in reverent
submission, He will reveal to us as much of his
purposes as it is for our good to know ; and beyond
that we must trust the hand that is omnipotent, the
heart that is full of love.

el
-

The Truth. .

In the scriptural sense of the term, the fruth is
not merely something to be spoken, but somnething
to be done. Says Jesus, “For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth
truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”
John 8:20, 21. Doing the truth is directly con-
trary to domg evily and doing evil is sin, which is
transgression of the law; hence the deeds of truth
are obedience to the law.

The word of God is truth. ~“Sanctify them
through thy truth ; thy word is truth” John 17:
17. Nothing can have a higher claim to be called
the word of God than the ten precepts which he
gpoke with his own voice. ‘Hence the Spirit of God
testifies through David: “Thy righteousness is an
everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.”
iPs.-119: 142. “Thou art Dear, O Lord; and all
thy commandments are truth.” Verse 151. The
commandments, all of which are declared so em-
phatically to be the truth, are those which were
spokenfrom Mount Sinai. “Thou camest down also
upon Mount Sinai, and spakest with them from
heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true
laws [Hebrew laws of truth, margin], good statutes
and commandments ; and madest known unto them
thy holy Sabbath, and commandedst them precepts,
~istatutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy serv-
ant.” Neh. 9 : 18, 14. The laws of truth were

{spoken by God hlmself and written with his own

ihand, while the *‘precepts, statutes, and laws” ps-

cullar to that dispensation, and to the Jewish com-
’ .monweal‘rh were given “by the hand of Moses.”

"{ . The ten commandments are the truth, because
-ithey contain the only true principles of right be-

this fellow-man. The precept, ¢ Thou shalt have no
iother gods before me,” though negative in form,
teaches the great truth that there is but one living
iand true God. That being the truth, idolatry of
tevery kind, and profanity, or irréverence toward his
sacred name, are manifestly wrong. And the fourth
co’mmandment expresses a great truth affirmatively,
iwithout a khowledge of which the one only true God
could not be known. Thattruth is, that he is the
__imaker of all things. This necessary, fundamental
truth cannot be learned from any one or all of the
other nine. See Ex.31:13, 17; Eze. 20:12, 20,

These commandments being the ruth, to abolish
“ithem would be to abolish the truth. Those who
- icontend for their abolition can hereby see the ten-
dency of their-efforts. And we ask those who be-
“ilteve that the Sabbath of the fourth commandment
has -been changed, Can that which is truth be
“ichanged and be the truthstill 7 Would not the truth
-lof God when changed become a lie? Paul teaches
- jthat those who broke the first commandment by
- worshiping the creature instead of the Creator,
“iturned the truth of God into a lie. Rom. 1:25.
_{Let us test this matter. The fourth commandment

« o« The seventh day is the Sabbath -of the
{Lord thy God. ~For in six days the Lord
made heaven and. earth’ the gea, and all thatin them

“itween man and his Maker and between man and

says, ** Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.’

is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.”

Insert the “first day” in place of the seventh,
and wehave the following : ** Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it holy. . . . The first day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. For in six
days the Lord made heaven and carth, the sea, and
all that in them is, and rested the ﬁlst day ; where-
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day-and hallowed
if/,”

All can see at once that this is not the truth. To
say that God rested upon the first day of the weck,
and blessed and hallowed it, is false ; and “ no lie
is of the truth.” It is not possible to change the
rest-day of the Creator to any one of the six days
ont which he did not rest. The truth that he rested
on the seventh day, and that he blessed and sanc-
tified that day Dbecause he had rested on it, is the
truth still.  This truth must be changed before any
other day can become the Sabbath day, <. e., the
rest-day of God. . R. F. CorrrELL.

D G ——
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WHEN weary of all the burdens of life,

When worn with its worry, contention, and strife,
When the-“every-day” troubles seem bearing me down,
When so heavy the cross, so distant the crowit ;

*Tis then that the Master steals in nnawares,
And I lay upon him all my burdens and cares ;
Then he says so softly, so gently to me,

“My grace, O dear child, is sufficient for thee|”

Yes, he is sufficient, and 1 know as I live, .

Lv'ry morning Fresh vigor and strength doth he give ;
And T know when the hour seems darkest and drear,
My faint, weakest ery will that kind Father hear!

Now through a glass darkly, but ¢ker in that land
Whence cometh no night, “face to face ” Ishall stand ;
And what troubled me here, since in part only known,
Bhall be made clear a3 day i the light of my Home.
. —M II. Wheaton.
e e
The Law of the Sabbath.

TagRE is now a very earnest effort being made by
Adventists and Seventh-day Baptists to bring about
a return to Sabbath-keeping according 4o tlle law.
If T have understood them correctly, their positions
arce as follows :—

1. The Sabbath was given at the creation of the
world.,

2. Tt was given to all men, and was to be observed
during all time.

8. It was to be observed on the seventh day of
the week.

4. The law of which it was a part has never been
done away.

Now, beyond all question, if their theory is right,
their practice cannot be wrong. I understand the
religious world generally to agree with their views
concerning the giving of that law; as to form, time,
and extent. Indeed, I am not aware that either of
the four positions taken by Sabbatarians is dissented
from by the average religious teacher of to-day.
Still, the practice 1s very dlstmct The whole re-
llmous world, aside from the parties already named,
keep the first day of the week instead of the seventh,
which was required to be observed by the law.

Here is a manifest iriconsistency, and no man can
deny it.. If Godrequired us to keep the seventh day
of the week, keeping the first will not be obeying
that command:  And if is vain to talk of keeping
the spirit of a law when we deliberately violate its
letter. It is impossible to be religiously right and

seripturally wrong at the same time. If God com-
manded all men to keep the seventh day of the week,
and has never changed or removed that law, then we
must eithér keep the seventh day or violate the com-
mandment of God. This is so self-evident that to
elaborate or repeat it would lndlcate a want of con-
fidence in my readers.

Some have been heard to say, however, that- the
Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the
first day of the week.” But the Bible does not know
anything of any such a change. No inspired man
ever called the first day of the week fhe Sabbath,

| It was ¢ enturies after the last apostle was dead be-

fore men began to speak of keeping the Sabbath- by
observing the first day. -

It will be said, however, that the Sabbath, as re-
quired of the Israelite, could not be observed in cold

| climates, and hence the rigor of the law must neces-

sarily have been somewhat abated. -Butif any such
necessity has existed, He who gave the law has
surely known it quite as well as any of h's creatures,
and has therefore, somewhere in his word, removed

the severities of the law, or he has not intended it

to be regarded in these cold climatez, - Bus if it was
not in‘ended for these northern countries, then it
was not meant to be universal. Hence all that may
be legitimately argued from the fact of a needed
change in the geverities of the fourth command is
that it was not mtended for persons Living in cold
climates. No one can change a law in uny feature,
except he who gave it. And if God had made any
such a change, such amending enactment could be
fonnd somewhere in the Bible,

I have heard a peculiar argument against the Sab-
bath to the effect that all men cannot observe the
Sabbath at the same time ; that when it is daylight
on one side of the globe, it.is night on the. other.
Hence, while one-half of the world are keeping the
Sabbath, the other part will be busily at work. They
illustrate by starting two men around the world from
the same place, but in opposite directions. With one
the days get shorter, and with the other they grow

longer, so.that the man going east has gained a day~

on his nelghbm at their next meeting ; hence one
will be keeping one day for the Sabbath, and the
other will be keeping the next. Andsomeingenions
person has made a reckoning, showing clearly enough
to himself that we are really now keeping the seventh,
not the first day. Al this seems to me very wiich
like surrendering the question, These men say—
without intending it—that theSabbath-keepers are
right in their demands, and that it is necessary for
us to find some way of excusing ourselves. What-

ever difficulties there may be found in keeping the .

Sabbath in other countries or under other circum-
stances than could be found in Palestine at the time
it was intended for the Israelites, may show that it
was 1ot given to other peoples, but can have no
effect to prove that the law has in any sense changed.

Again it is argued that Jesus taught the superi-
ority, not only of man, but also of the beast, to the
strict demands of the Sabbath. It is claimed that
Jesus violated this law when oceasion required, and
justified himself in doing so on the ground that
human want was of more nnportance than the letter
of the.law. But no man has yet heen able to find
a single instance in which Jesus violated any decla-
ration of the law given by Moses. He could not do
so after the statement we find in Matt, 5:17-19 :—

“Think not that I am come to destroy the law or
the prophets ; I am not come to destr jy, but to ful-
fill.  For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jof or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever there-
fore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do
and teach them, the same shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.”

No one could be the author of that language and

then violate the law himselt without grossinconsist-

ency, such as would unfit him for a public teacher.

Christ neither violated the law nor winked at such
conduct on the part of any one else. No case has
yet been reported, and no such teaching can be found
as coming from him.

Sabbatarians are claiming, and with some show
of reason, that a large majority of the Protestant
clergy believe just as they do respecting the sanctity

"But as no such-
enactuient ean be found, the law remains as it was.

of the Sabbath; and that, if their popularity and

salaries were not endangered, they would advocate
the keeping of the seventh ‘day just as they do.

They conclude this from their admissions, as before’

stated, which legitimately bind them to the law of
the Sabbath.

They further claim, too, that the

1

devotion of the Christian world to the,first day of .

the week is a superstition which hasno hlgher origin_

than the edict of a heathen king.



_ There can be no middle ground.
‘1o tompromise on this point.

: mtod from the lasts of the flesh’;
* every man off who is trying to serve him.

. death to all who walk in it.
_ceives 1n life, and the end thercof is death,

" attenipt to please two masters.

8

- good as life.

-Chiristians ?

God’s 'word.

Avniz, 1887,
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Now to my mind the question 1e§olvc% itself into
this,: Are we now under the law of which the Sab-
bath was a part, or is the Sabbath now binding on
For it is cerbain, it we are to keep the
‘Sabbath, then we are bound to observe the seventh
day of the weok.—Prof. D. B. Dungan, Disciple.

,,7._,___.6___ ——

Two Masters,

“No man,” says our Lord, “can serve two mas-
ters,”  And yet how to do this is the problem that
multitudes aro attempting to solve.” The effort in
this dircetion lias, in all ages, culminated in a false
spirituality which has been a curse to those attempt-
ing it, to the church in which it is developed, and to
the world at large. The word of the Lord is that
there shall be an absolute break with the god of this
world, who rules through the flesh, and an entive
and utber consecration to-Him who rules through
the Spirit.  “If the Lord be God, follow him.”

God will accept
By this we do not
mean that God accepts no one in whom there is any
sin, no one who is ngb perfectly and utterly sepa-
for that would cut
There is
a vast differonce betweon imperfect. service and a de-
liberate purpose to serve Lwo masters,—a deliberate
compromise with the world, the flesh, and the devil.
This double-mindedness in the service of God, this
spirit of compromise, this false spirituality, as been
the objeet of God's wrath in all- ages and under
every dispensation. Morcover, it is the way of
Tt deludes and de-

The mttompb to combine and lmmoni/e the wor-
ship and service of God with our'own natural desires
and worldly plans is characteristic of a false spirit-
uality. Men who are but half-hearted alw ays
They desire to se-
cure the favorof God, and at the same time to serve
and gratify the flesh,  The Bible affords abundant
Hustrations of this principle.  Cain was the first
exqmplo of those who try to combine natural and
spiritual worship,—t0 serve God and yeb to protect
and gratify the flesh.  ¥e brought ol the fruit of
the ground instead of thé flock. He did not refuse
to sacrifice, but he did not see the necessity of offer-
ing ap & life. Lt scemed to him that {ruit was as
Thus he acted according to his own
thoué,ht and desive rather than in ao(mdnnco with
Tt is thig intrusion of our own ideas
and thoughts into the revelation of God, or rather

" the substitution of our thoughts for God’s word,

" intermarry with the daughters of men.

that lies at the bottom of all inlko spirituality.
When the carth was well peopled, and there was
a clear-line between the worshipers of the true God
and the nnbelieving class, the sons of God began to
Thus they
tried to gratify their desires among those who were

© fair to sce, and at the same time continue in the

sevvice of God. The result was the worst apostasy
the world has ever known. God found it necessary to
call Abraliam out of his country and away from his
people in order to train him and his descendants in
a separated and spicitual life, in which he should be
seen and worshiped ag the one supreme Master of
all. - Lot failed in maintaining a purely spiritual
life by first pitching his tent toward Sodom, and
finally going into the city to live. No doubt he
thought he would be able to wmaintain a loyal service

- to (xod even while he was profiting after the flesh

by a pmtncralnp in the well-watered plains round

~and about the cominercial advantages and worldly

honors of Sodom. No-wonder he * vexed his right-
eous soul,” and was saved [rom that place of sin and

. ¢omprotmise only “so as by fire.”

Moses saw the impossibility of holding a feast to

" the Lord in Bgypt; for to do so would be to sacri-

fice to the abomination of the Egyptians; so he in-

" sigted on an entire’ separation, and went out of the
- land-of Egypt, not leaving a hoot behind. o

Balaam, on the other hand is a perfect illustration

" of the double minded nian, who™ tried to preserve

-standmg ‘with (xod and ab the same tlme 4CCOMNI0-

date Balak and fill his own coffers with the gold of
God’s enemy. Tear of God, and covetous " desire
after this world, contendod for the mastery, and he
tried to arrange a compromise. IHe desired the
favor of God, and yet was unwilling to forego the
advantages and pleasures of this w01ld Hes 1w the
Y'Ldvﬂntages of rightedusness, but did not have the
courage to go over entirely to the Lord’s side. He
desired to live like a sinner, and yet die like a saint.
This was an effort to solve the problem of how to
serve two masters. We know how he fared.

Moses, on the other hand, saw that if he was to
serve God at all, lie must fo1ego not only Egypt,
but the pleasures of sin and the riches of his EKgyp-
tian inheritance. e did not hesitate to make the
choice as soou as he saw the issue. Joshua dealt
with this same question in his favewell address to
the children of Israel.  ““Choose ye this day whom
ye will serve.” This was the ground of Llijah’s
controversy with Ahpb on Mount Carmel. Baal
and God could not both share the throne of Isracl’s
heart. If the Lord was God, then he must be served
and Baal cast off; {f Baal was God, then serve
him and cast off Jehovah altogether. Sincethe days
of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, Israel-lad tried to
worship God and yet gerve Baal. It was this per-
sistent tendency in Israel to compromise the pure
service of Jehovah with the worship of Baal that,
after long and patient effort to recover them, led
God to give them over to captivity. We do not
read of their return to idols after the captivity; but
the principle of double-minded service and mammion
worship appeared in the Pharisceism and fornialism
which our Lord found in Jerusalem when he came,
and which hLe so unsparingly denounced. There
was a great pretense of serving God; but under-
neath it and along with it was the “evil eye,” the
covetous and carnal ambition after the wealth, the
pleasures, and the power of this world, :

Dare we say that this false spirituality, this at~
tewnpt to serve two masters, has been eradicated from
the purer and more spirisual constitution of the
Christian chureh? TIs it not this double-mindeduness
as to God and mammon that is our curse and paraly-
sis to-day?  “The light of the body is the eye; if

‘hercfore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall

be full of light. But'if thine eye be evil, thy whole
body shall be full of darkness; ~. . No man/|
can -setve two iasters; for either he will hate the
one and love the otlier or else he will hold to the
one and deqlnse the othel “Ye cannot serve God
and mammon. )

What shall we say to these things? Mammon
enrichés his thousands, and damns lus fen thousands.
Far be it from any servant of Him who came “to
destroy the works of the devil” to attempt to com-
promise with the devil for any portion of the world.
—Independent. .

b
o

A Question for No-Law and No-Sabbath Christians.

I wourp ask the-no-law Christians if they are
willing to accept candidates for admission into their
churcles who are breaking the ten commandments
or teaching others to do so. See Matt. 5:19. I

would ask the no- babbath Christians, or those who

believe that the Sabbath is changed, if they believe
the law of God to be a perfect law, converting the
soul. Ps. 19:7. And if this is the case, will it
do the same worlk if they make it imperfect by alter-
ing or abolishing one of 1ts precepts 7 Again: God
1osted on the sewnth day to commemorate his great
creative work ; would the first day, on which he be-
gan this work, auswer the same purpose?

There are to-day thousands of honest, well-mean-
ing Chvistians who never stop to consider whether
they are following the traditions of man or the com-
mandments of God. May the Holy Spirit guide
them to search the Scriptures, that they may not
trample on the law of God, but obey it with a will-
ing mind, that they may be found among those men-

’moned in Rev. 14 12 who lustwbefore Christ comes.

to earth are found keeping -the comimandments of
God and the faith of: Jesus - WL B

¢ A Time to Dance.”

A worraY clergyman who had been suspected of
having improperly interfered in influencing some of
the young people under his pastoral care to absent
themselves from a ball that took place in the parish,

 received in consequence the followmg anonymous

note :— .
“Str: Obey the voice of Scripture. Take the
following for your text, and contradict it. Show in

what consists the evil of that innocent amusement,
dancing : A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a
time to mourn, and a time to dance.” Kecl. 3:4
“ A Trur CHRISTIAN, but no hypocrite.”

The minister wrote the following admirable reply,
which appeared in public print :—

“My Drar Sir (or Madam) : Your request thiat
I would preach from Iecl. 8 :4 I cannot comply-
with at present, since there are some Chrigtian
duties more important than dancing, which a part.
of iy people seem disposed to negleect. Whenever
I perceive, however, that the duty of dancing is too~
much neglected, I shall not fail o raise a warning
voice against so dangerous an omission. Meantime
there arve certain difficulties in the text which you
recommend t6 my notice, the solution of which I
should receive witl: gratitude from ‘a true Christian.”
My first difficulty is respecting the t/me for dancing;

-for although the text declares that there is a time

to dance, yet when that time s, it does not determine..
Now this point I want to ascertain exactly, before

I preach upon the subject ; for it would be as crim-

inal, I conclude, to dance at the wrong time as to

neglect to dance at the right time. I have ‘been’
able to satisfy myself in some particulars when it is

not ¢ a time to dance.” We shall agree, I presume,

that on the Sabbath day, or at a funeral, or during

the prevalence of a pestilence, or the rocking of an
earthquake, or the roaring of a thunder-storm,

would not be a time to dance. If we were con-
demned to die, and were’ waiting in prison the day

of execution, this would be no time for dancing;

and if our feet stood on a slippery place beside a .
precipice, we should not dare to dance.

“ But suppose the very day be ascertained ; is the
whole day or only a part to be devoted to this amuse-
ment 7 And if part of the day only, then which
part is the ¢ time to dance’? From the notoriously
evil effects of midnight meetings, both upon morals
ancl health, no one will pretend that micnight is the
time to dance.

“Is it a command to dance, or only a permission? "
Or is it merely a declaration of the fach that, as men
are constituted, there is a time when all the events
alluded to do come to pass? If the text be'a com-
mand, do those who engage in the popular form of
dancing do it to satisfy their conscience? Does it
cultivate a wholesome restraint and a love to meet
afterwards with humble Christians in the prayer-
meeting 7 If a permession, is it optional 7 Or if it
be merely that there is a time when men do dance,
and there is a time when they die, then I might
as well be requested to take the first eiglt verses
of the chapter and show in what consists the evil
of hating, and making war, and killing men. :

“For the sake of abbreviating this letter, I will
merely say that Ecclesiastes is enumerating some
of the events that transpire among men, some of
which are harmless, while some are expressly for-
bidden in the commandments of God and the pre-
cepts of Jesus: To those who wish to avail them-
selves of this as a special permission, or who deem
it as a command, and dance for conscience’ sake, I
would submit that while dancing is spoken of in the
Bible, the mode and circamstances may be legitimate
or illegitimate ; and if we dance for conscience’ sake,
we should be consistent, and examine the Secriptures
throughout, and discriminate between legitimate and
illegitimate dancing.

“By searching the Scriptures you will find ‘that
dancing was performed by maidens only; that -no
instances of dancing are found upon record in the
Bible in which boih sexes united in the exercise,
either ag an- act of worship- or amusement; that
thereis no instance of social dancing for amusement, -



BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vor. 2, No. 4;

‘except that of the vain fellow devoid of shame, of
. the irreligious families described by Job, which pro-
-duced -increased impiety, and ended in destruction ;
“land of Heriodias’s daughter, which terminated in
the rash vow of Herod and the murder of John the
- {Baptist.”—Sel.

it
s

That Prayer-Meeﬁng.

~ “Waar Christendom needs is a revival on the
_ ibasis of the ten commandments.” This is my text.
_.iIt has been repeating itself to me from time to time
_lever since I read it in a religious journal several
- tweeks ago. The other evening, coming home from
' la prayer-meeting at an undenominational and rather
ipopular place of worship, this text was particularly | 8
" {obtrusive, seeming somehow to contradict the reit-
. Jerated assertion I had just been listening to from the
“tleader of the meeting :—
.+ _ “There is nothing for us to do; it has all been
" -idone.

Accept Christ, and you are saved.”
- Saved! That seems to be the keynote of ‘all that
" |wag said. Dropping-in rather late, I found the

. jmeeting thrown open, and the first words I heard
~from the speaker who was then glvmg his experience,
- fwere 1—

1T am saved by grace through faith.
“reven know the commandments.”

" Now, one should strive at all times to be in charity
- Wlth all men, and this state of feeling seems to be
- {particularly desirable while in a place of prayer ; but
on-hearing this complacent assertion, I said to my-
“igelf :—

" “That accounts for his taking advantage of my
ignoratice to make me give a high price for the half-
" ieotton goods he sold me yesterday, solemnly assur-
ing me that every thread was linen! As George
-iEliot expresses it, ‘The old Adam continues to fib
behind the counter, while the new one interests him-
-igelf in Sunday-school work.””

As he took his seat, there was some confusion in
the back part of the room, and the two girls in front
#of me, after turning to stare, began to giggle and
nudge, just as they had done a few minutes before
when a poor woman came in wearing a five-year-old
.idress and bonnet. But the present object of their
.- iridicule was not made uncomfortable by it, as was
- ithe former; he was much too drunk for that. It
was. wonderful how he managed to make his way in
without assistance; but being safely deposited in a

I do not

disturbance, unless he should do so by falling asleep
iaxid beginning to snore. The hymn seemed toarouse
.- ihim somewhat. His neighbor supplied him with a
. thook, and he strucl into ““Safe in the arms of Jesus,”
_“Isinging with as much fervency as did the young fel-
~ ilow sitting just in front of him. . The latter boards
in the same house with me, and a few hours hefore
T had-overheard him say to a friend that he would
-thave to take his girl to 2 prayer-meeting -or some
_“{other free entertainment this evening, as he was dead
_ ibroke, having lost his last dollar at'the races yester-
day. His language is much garnished with pro-

fing ; but somehow it shocks me less to overhear his
- toaths than to listen to his hymn-singing, Know-
ing him to be utterly godless, I regard the former
jas a less hypocritical way of breakmg the third com-
: mandment

The next to speak a word for “Jesus was a - dress-
A ‘maker of my acquaintance. Work must be “slack
~Fwith her at present, or ‘she would not have ‘been
here; for she told me not long since that, durmg
“{the busy season, she sews not only in the evening,
but sometimes all day on the Sabbath, in order not
4+40. disappoint her customers.

) Hér daughter was sitting by her sule———a girl
~ jchiefly remarkable for her outrageously disrespect-
- Hul treatment of her mother. I was just ‘taking
myself to task for my unkind feeling towards her,
- |'when, somewhat to my surprise, she rose to say that
, Whlle the last ‘hymn was being ‘sung she was -feel-
ing 80 thankful to know that she, too, was “safe i in
‘the armg of Jesus.” Well! if the mother ignores
the fourth comma,ndment poss1bly she, has “never

« tchair, it seemed unhkely that he would create further | P

h famty when lie thinks there are no women in hear-

impressed the fifth upon her daug}hter; and besides

—what am T thinking of! Striving to keep the
commandments is a species of doing, and “there is
nothing for us to do; it hias all been done.”

The two giggling girls now stood up in turn to
give their experience. The unfashionabls woman,
the sight of whom had nearly sent them off into
convulsions, looked around at them, amazed probably
to find that they too professed the religion of Him
who taught the golden rule.

A much older woman was the next to speak. I
am slightly “acquainted with hLer, and while she told
of her having been from childhood in fellowship
with Christ, I thought of the beautiful young girl
who lost her position as governess on account of

slanderous stories put in circalation by this woman,

and of the comment thereupon by a freethinking
(and free spoken) female, also an acquaintance of
mine: “I.don’t make nnv profession of religion;
but T am a better Christian than Miss Maddox, be-
cause T can forgive a woman for being twenty years
younger, and twenty thousand times handsomer
than myself. Miss Maddox would take -away a
young girl's character with as little ccmpunction as
I would kill a mosquito.”

The last one to give experience was'a young glrl
who, in order to rige, had to wake up a child who
had gone to sleep with its head in her lap, The
little innocent stood up too, causing the giggling

girls to nudge ope another frantically; but I felt-

sadder than usual. The young girl who was tell-
ing the congregation that she came to Jesus a year
ago, told me a week ago, with great glee, while show-
ing me a pair of new gloves, that she had saved the
money to buy them with by telling the conductor
on the X railway that Annie (the little girl
with her), wag under five years of age. “Annie is
seven,” added she; «but fortunately she is such a
tiny sprat that he never suspected I was fibbing.”
Somehow I was not edified by that meeting.
While the leader was delivering the closing address,
saying among other things that he knew he was

saved because the Bible told him so, and the Bible

could not lie, T recollected having heard remarks of
the same kind from Mr. Brown—Mzr. Brown who,
year before last, was a Sunday-school superinten-
dent and a famous exhorter, but who, last year, dis-
appeared with a large sum of money and a wife,
neither of them his own.

Falsehood,~ dishonesty, Sabbath-breaking, blas-

all professed love for Him who said,  Think not
that I am come to destroy the law!” God forbid
that we should, any of us, be so deluded as to claim
salvation throuOh our own righteousness; yet, be-
wildered though We muay sometimes be by human
preaching, there is no mistaking the words of the
Angel of the Apocalypse : ¢ Blessed are they that
do his commandments, that they may enter in
through the gates into the city.”—Clara Marshall,
in Christian at Work. :
——————

The True Test of Love.

Tur real hope of the Christian is a far more at-
tractive thing than the indefinite future that many
who profess Christianity set before them. There
are many whose idea of the world to come is a sim-
ple-hope of freedom from evil; others have the idea
of a constant joining in a mag’niﬁcent chorus of
praise to God. But something more attractive to
a human being than that is revealed to us. It is a
condition of things precisely suited.to exercise all
the healthy faculties of body, mind, and spirit.
Only let this be realized, and from the inmost depths
of your heart you may plead with God, “Thy king-
dom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is in
heaven.” '

But let ns recollet that if our study of the Future
thus produces such an intensity of Iongmg worthy

of the name, it will be a longing that will improve|.

our dazIy character.-now. All truth Sanemﬁes, but
there is no portion of truth thatis-more thoroughly-

suited to sanctify than that which suggests-to men-
’what the home of the perfect may be, and that- then'

| occurred years ago at Clarendon Springs.

hemy-—open sins and secret sins, and with them’

.The parent must be able to say “No”

perfection will be in the midst of that home, It
will be a perfect population, ruled by a perfect King.

Just in proportion as the sanctifying power of the
Spirit is felt now, there is, indeed, a true and genu-
ine affection toward Him who will then be the glori-
ous King, adorned and praised by all, so that the
crowns that he has won for them shall be east at hig
feet, with the everlasting somng, “ Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches,’
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory,
and blessing.”

How do we know we are ready for the Lord’s ap-
pearing but by having experience of present affection -
towards him? ““If a man love me, he will keep my
words,” Just in propurtion as we find that, out of _
love to Christ, and drawing out of the power of his
grace from day to day, we ‘have our lamps trimmed
and burning, and our loins girt, like men waiting
for their Master, and are striving to be found dili-
gent in doing his work when he comes; just in that
proportlon we have the proof that we are amongst
those who really love his appeating.— London Chris-
tian.

—_———————

The Parental ¢ No.”

It is hard for parents to say ¢ No,” and harder
still for them to say it so that the .children shall.
know that “no’ is meant. With the severe experi-
ence and training of the Fathers of our country—
and these fathers embraced, in their methods and
manners, all the mothers—has gone the meaning of
nany words which are spoken, and “no” is one of
them. But thereisnomore important wordfor aparent.
to speak, none that he should utter more carefully,
none that he should use with such certainty of its-
being understood. I shall never forget a scene that
A father
and his Little son after a long walk were resting up-
on a grassy slope of a hill that ended abruptly in a°
precipice. The little boy, unconscious of all danger, .
asked to run about and gather flowers that grew near
the brink.  The father said, “No, my son.” «“Why
may n't I, father 2" was the natural question of the
little lad. Then up spoke a stern old man, with
wrinkled face and silver hair, who was sitting uear,
“ Because your father tells you so, buy.”

His severe words gave an.emphasis to tle pater-
nal “no” which was never forgotten ; and that youth
grew to manhood, and never again questioned the-
wisdom of his father's decision with another « Why -
mayn't I, father ?”

Pprhaps it is harder for parents to say “ No” to
daughters than to sons. Young men learn soon,
if they learn at all, that obedience is a necessity in -
the management of business and of all affairs where
du'ies are tn be done and trusts executed. They .
see others do what™ they are told to do, without
question and without hesitation, and tliey learn to
give and to expect a prompt response to authority.
But with young women it is different. It seems
hard to cross their wishes, to tell them that what
they desire to do is foolish and dangerous, and that -
they cannot do it. It is difficult to convince any
woman by argument ; for their reasoning faculty is_
not often very active, and if the affections are en-
listed, it is impossible to ecarry any case by logic. -
in such a
manner that it will carry conviction which argument
could not produce, simply because it is the word of
one who is loved and reverenced. The daughter

”

“will say, “Father, I do not agree with you; but I

know that you are wiser and more expericnced than
I am, and that you love me with all your heart, and.
I will obey you.” It takes a dutiful and lovmg
heart to make such an answer when interest or affec-
tion is involved.; but if the parent has trained the

{ child with that sweet union of love and law which

is the best goveriment for us all, the chances are
that such an answer will be made.

The parental: ]u“dgment gesms ple]udlced 0 young
eyes, and there-is sometimes a lack of sympathy.be-
tween the heart that beats slowly, as years retard its
action, and.the heart that throbs rapidly with each
fresh 1mpu1se of youth. But if there i3 true love
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between parent and child, the child may be sure that
the father's or mother’s “no”
rarely a prejudiced decision. The parent who de-
sires to make his children happy must begin while
yet they are young, not to tlivart them in everylittle
impulse and action, but to say “ No” when it is
necessary and judicious, with snch a solemnity and
emphasis that it will no more be questioned or evaded
than the laws of naturc or the decrees of Ghod.

Such wise and emphatic utterances will be heeded,
and young men and women will be saved by this kind
andedecided negative from the mischief which weak
fondness and unreflecting vacillation have wrought

. for many unfortunates. The old maxim is usually
quoted for the young, “Learn to say no.” We
would apply it to fathers and mothers. Learn to
say no; and to children we wonld say, * Learn to
hear and obey no.”—Augustus, in Observer.:

——————————
Apostolic Example.

A DIALOGUE WITH A CLERGYMAN.

_ Question to the Clergyman. In yoar opinion, was
the Sabbath given to the whole human race, or to
the Jews only ?

Answer. The whole race.

Q. Then you believe it was instituted at Eden ?

_ A. Certainly.

Q. And you beheve the fourth commandment to
be perpetual and universal in its obhgatlon ?

A. Most certainly.

Q. Do you believe the seventh dayof the week
was commanded to be observed, or only one day in
seven ?

A. If any day one chooses, after having worked
six days, is the meaning of the commandment, it
would allow every day in the week to he observed at
one’s pleasure, and one day would be observed by

. some and another by others, and so all would be con-

fusion, and God could not have blessed nor hallowed

a pmtlculm day, and the blessing and hallowing

must have been on the resting, and not the da,y,

but the commandment says he blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it. When I was consecrated and

“set apart for the ministration of God’s word, it was
mysclf alone, and not part of the time mysolt and
part of the time one of my brothers, No; it was
the day that was blessed and sanctified.

© Q. Then, if God blessed and sanctified a particu-
lar day, why is not this day still observed as the
Sabbath ?

A. Because God has seen fit to change the day of
the Sabbath from the seventh to the first day, in
order that we should commemorate the resurrection
of Clrist and the great work of redewption.

Q. Ts there any direct command of God for this
change?

© 4. No, there is no such plain command as that
spoken by God on Sinai; but the example of Christ
and his apostles shows that the change was made,
and is as obligatory upon us as a direct command.

Q. Do you believe the example of Christ and
his apostles is always sufficient authority to bind us
to follow their example?

A. 1t is when there is unity in their example, as
in that of keeping the first day of the week as the

_Sabbath and in their teachings concerning baptism,
and other like guestions.

Q. Would you feel it always yom dusy to follow
such example ?

A. Most certainly.

Q. Well, when Jesus and his disciples went
through the field of corn, and his disciples-did pluck
) and eat, what day did Lhey say it was?

. The Sabbath day.

Q And what day of the week was 1t"

4. As he was talking with the Phariseo Jews,
. it could_ have been no other than the seventh day,
“or the day we call Saturday,

" Q. And what name did Jesus call this day by ?

A. He called it the Sabbath; but this was betore
his resurrection.

Q.- When it is said by M'xtthe\v “Tn th end of

‘the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first
. day of the weel,” isnot the seventh day,; the day which

. is never a harsh, and|.

the Jews observed, the day which is meant by him?
A. Certainly.

Q. When Jesus $aw the impotent man-at the |’

pool Bethesda, and $aid to him, “Rise, take up thy
bed and walk,” John, says, “And that same day was
the Sabbath;” was not this also the day we call
Saturday ?.

4. Oertamly it was.

Q. When Paul went into the synagogue of the
Jews at Antiocli, and stood up and preached, andin
Preaching said : ““They that dwell in. Jerusalem and
their rulers, because they knew him not, nor yet the
voices of the pmphets which are read every Sabbath
day,” what day was it which Paul called the Sab-
bath day?

. A. Tt was the seventh day.

Q. What name isialways given to the last day of
-he week by Chuist, the evangelists, and by Paul?

A. The Sabbath day.

Q. And how many years after the resurrection
was 1t that these writers wrote these things? )

A. Tt is supposed to have been from ten to sxxty—
three or sixty-four years.

Q. Yes, long enough, truly, so that if the Sab-
bath had been changed at the resurrection, these
writers would not haVe continued to call the last day
of the week the Sabbath, but the first ; but as they
universally called the seventh day the Sabbath as
the Jews always had, has not this calling the seventh
day by this name, the force and obhgatlon of apos-
tolic example? and - are you not, requited, by your
own agreement, to follow this example and always
call the seventh instead of the first day, the Sab-
bath? Remember that neither Jesus nor his apos-
tles ever used the words ¢ Old Jewish .Sabbath,” or
‘the Christian Sabbath,” though they would have
had good reason to do so had the Sabbath been

‘changed by them. T do not care to show you at

this time, that if you follow apostolic example in the
observance of the Sabbath, you are to keep the
seventh day instead of the ﬁrsb but when you have
acquired the habit of callmg the seventh day, instead
of Sunday, the Sabbath, and” when you have taught
your people this habit, then it will be very easy for
you to acquire the habit of following the practice of

the apostles, and the early church for centuries, in|o

the observance of the seventh day. But, without
saylng more concerning the observance of the Sab-
bath, you have agreed that you will follow apostolic
example and are yot not convinced that their ex-
ample obliges you to apply the word “ Sabbath™ to
the seventh day and not to the first?

A. T must confess that I never saw the question
in this light before, I have .always thought the
Sunday was the Sabbath and should be so called
but if I follow the examples of the apostles in theu
names of the days, I must change my habit of speak-
ing; and if T should speak of the seventh day as

the Sabbath, I can hardly make my people believe |-

that we have any authority for the observance of the
first day ; but I will think of this more.

Trusting you will’ keep your promise and remem-
ber that no people in the whole earth ever called
Sunday the Sabbath, until within about three hun-
dred years, and that now only a few English-speak-
ing people so call it, and that the nations of Furope
and Asia, speaking more than twenty-five languages,
call the Satmd‘my by no other name than Sabbath,
I bid you good bye ~—P., in Qutlook.

-
Saved by Faitl.

‘Dons a single act of faith save a man? This
depends upon. what we mean by being saved. If
we refer to the guilt and condemnation of past sin,
a single act of faith in Christ will save the soul,
secure its justitication and peace with God, bring it
out of darkness into light, out of condemnation into
a state of divine favor. And,if it is the final act
of hfe, it-will save the soul fo1eve°r Such an act
may be compared, in some respects at least, to an
act of naturalization, by which an individual forever
renounces his - allegt‘mce to one. State and assumes
allegiance to- another, and is thereby received into
an entirély new and different state of citizenship.

‘Whether he ‘shall’ prove a.good or bad cmzen,

worthy of the protection of the State or deserving
of its pumishment, is another question.
So a single act of faith brings a man into a state
of divine favor, and makes him a child of God and
an heir of heaven; but in order to retain the divine
favor and his state of sonship and heirship, he must
continue to believe in Christ, and, as the fruit of
that faith, render obedience to all his requirements.
That one act of faith must grow into a habit of con-"
tinual, abiding -trust. No works, no acts of outward
obedience, without faith in Christ, cansave us; but at
the same tlme “faith without works is dead.” Grood
works necessazily result from a living, active faith,
-All the good acts, well-pleasing t6 Gtod, that any
man performs, are the result of his faith ; for “with- -
out faith it is impossible to please God.” TFaith ,
and good works sustain to each other the relation
of cause and effect. The latter are dependent -on
the former. When we cease to believe God, we
cease to obey him from proper motives and in a
right spirit.  Hence it is truly said, “ By grace are.
ye saved, through faith.” So,also, we are urged to
“fight the good fight of falth ay hold on eternal -
hfe "—Methodist Kecorder.

__——._._*—__v
Teach Us to Pray.

-

“Lorp, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples,” was the requess which one of Christ’s’
disciples presented to him on a certain occasion.
We do not know whether the request referred to the
form_or to the spirit of prayer, or to both. Thereis
certainly nothing improper in the request, in which- -
ever of these senses we may understandit. We
should address Gtod in a becoming manner as well
as in aproperspirit.  Prayer should contain thanks-
giving for Dblessings received, confession for sing
committed, and supphmtmn for blessings desired.
This is about all that is necessary and ll that is -
proper in addressing our heavenly Father. :
In attempting to address God we should never
address the people. Qur business in prayer is not
with the people, but with our Father in heaven.
We should forget the people in our approaches to
Grod, except so far as we make them the subjects of
our supplication. Preaching, and exhortation, and’

the repetition of the same thing in various forms, are

out of place in prayer; and 1f these were excluded
most prayers would be shortened at least one-half.
It is not necessary to tell Glod in our prayers what
he knows far better than we do. After thank-
ing him for his mercies, and confessing our sins,
which we cannot do in detail, we should present to
God the desire of our hearts in simplicity and godly
sincerity. Without any circumlocution, we should
ask him for what we want.— Methodist Recorder.
: - e—————
Profound Men.

Maxy men get the reputation of being deep
simply because they are muddy. You can look into
a stream of clear water and see the bottom at a dis-
tance of many feet. You cannot look an inch into
a muddy. pool. Only a thorough thinker can be
simple and clear in his uttemnces Because of his.
clearness and simplicity, some men fail to see that
the man is a profound thinker. Many men are
satisfied that a speaker cannot be deep if they can
understand him. Thus it comes to pass that obscu-
rity is often taken for profundity. If mistiness has
a place anywhere, it certainly is not”in the pulpit,
There a man’s thoughts should be as transparent ag
plate glass, and his words so simple that a child
may grasp his meaning. The obscure  man is not
an educated man. The purpose of education is to
simplify, not mistify, When it is said that an
educated man, because of his education, cannot speak
to simple-minded people, the statement is erroneous.
The man who does not know how to. be simple fails,
not because he is educated, but because he is not
educated. The educated man js taller than an aver-
age man ; it is his duty to take some difficult truths
and so to simplify them that they may be grasped
by simple-minded people. This conception of edu-
cation makes it a blessing. Any other is false in
its conception, and hartful in its practical effects,
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e Sabbath-Sehocl.

T]le ob]ect of the following lessons is to bring outb points of truth
_not_commonly studied by the majority of Bible readers, They will
“he- found of great benefit to those who will give them careful study,
The lessons were written especially for Sabbath-school classes, but
are also designed for the family circle. Let the proof texts be well

studied.
. IMPORTANT BIBLE LESSONS

I‘u‘st Sabbath in Aprll —The First Discxples and the
Miraecle at Cana.

1. When the Jews sent priests and Levites to John to
-find out who he was, what did he say? John 1:19, 20.
- 2. What reply did he make when they said, * Why bap-
twe% thou, then?” Verses 26, 27,
8. Aftelward as John, with some of his disciples, saw
Jesug walking, what did he say?l -
. What did two of John’s dlsmples then do?
. 'Who were they?
Whom did Andrew call ?
‘Whither did they go the next day?
‘When Jesus saw Philip, what did he say to him ?
‘Whom did Philip call?
. 10. What did Philip say to him? -
.. 11, What did Jesus say, as he saw Nathanael coming ?
" 12. What greatly surprised Nathanael?
13. What did Jesus say about having scen him before?
‘T4, What did this cause Nathanael to exclaim ?
.15, What did Jesus then say?
" -16. What small town was situated a little way north of
Nazareth? .
17. On what occasion was Jesus, w1th his mother and
-disciples, called to that place? John 2:1.
" 18. When. the wine at the feast was exhausted what
did the mother of Jesussay to him? -
© 19. What did he say to her?
'20. What did she say to the servants?
" 21, What miracle did Jesus perform?
'22. What did the ruler of the- feast say to the bride-
groom, after having tasted the wine?
° - \

©EAB o
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NOTES ON LESSON ONE.

- About the time Jesus refurned from the wilder-
ness, having obtained the victory over Satan, men
- from the highest tribunal in Jerusalem were sent
to John the Baptist to inquire of his work. John
“was ab Bethabara beyond Jordan at the time, call-
ing whole cities and towns to listen to lis Words of
warning. The envy of the priests and Levites had
been aroused, and they were anxious to ¢heck his
“influence over the people. In a challenging mannet
they asked him if he was indeed the Messiah. John
confessed, I am not the Christ, And they then
-asked him, What then? “Art thou Elias? (Mal.
4:5.) And he said, T am not. Art thou that
prophet? And he answered, No. Then they de-
-manded who he was, that they might give an an-
swer to the Sanhedrim, that had sent them. He
“answered, “I am the voice of one crying -in the
-wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord.”
Isa. 40:3. Then they inquired why he baptized
and stirred up the people if he was not the Christ,
Tlias, nor that prophet, -The words “that prophet”
“had. refelence t0 Moses, whom the Jews expected
would be raised from the déad and taken to heaven,
“They did not know that he had aheady had'a resur-
1ect10n

* While the conversation was yet going on between’
John and thé representatives of the Sanhedrim,
‘Jesus appeared in the concourse of people. When
-John’s eyes fell upon Jesus, he lifted his hand, and
_pointing to Christ, he said, “There standeth' One |,
‘among you whoem ye know not. - 'I have come to.
prepare the way for him whom ye now see. He is
‘the Messiah.”
“preferred before him, and that he was not worthy to
-unlaose the latchet of his shoes. The following day,
‘while standing with his disciples, hie saw Jesus com-
'ing, and said, * Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh
-away the sin of the world.” The next: day, when
John was in company with two of ‘his followers,
"Andrew, and, supposedly, John, the beloved d1sclple
‘they saw Jesus again, when. J ohn said, “Behold the
TLamb of God.” - These two disciples that were with
hiin then ‘went and followed Jesus. . They stopped
with: Jesus that-night, and Andrew went and found-
his ‘brother Peter and. told him he had.found the’

Messiah.. These three followed the Saviour into

Galilee, where, P}]lhp was callcd and he went.: andf

told thhqnael . N o

| true spirit of the Christian religion.

He declared that Jesus should be

In these first followers of Jesus is manifested the
By individual
effort, the foundation of the Christian church was
laid. Twmmediately on these carly disciples receiving
a knowledge of the Saviour, and having the five of
Churistian hope kindled on the altars of their hearts,
their sympathy went out for others, and so will it
be with all who receive the truth in the love of it.
This spirit is indispensable to spivitual life and
growth.

Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee was the home of
Andrew, Peter, and Philip. From this place Jesus

there were called to attend a marriage in Cana, a
village a few miles north of Nazareth. .Here was
performed the Saviour’s first miracle that of chang-
ing water to wine.

Second Sabbath in Apri].—Jesus Attends the Passover.

1. Where did Jesus and his disciples go immediately
after the marriage at Cana of Galilee? John 2:12,

2. Where was Capernaum?

3. How long did they stay at Capernaum?

4. To what place did they start to go after a few days?

5. Why did they go to Jerusalem ab this time?

years before?
. Whom did he send to deliver them?

8 What did the Lord bring upon the Egyptians be-
cause they refused to let his people go? Exodus, chaps.
8-11.

9. What was the last and most telrlb]e of these
plagues {

10. Why were not the ﬁr%—boln of thé Israelites slain
also? Ex. 12,

11, Xow were the people of Israel to keep in mmd that
night of their great deliverance from death and bondage?

12. How long were they to observe this custom ? Verse
24,

13. At what time of the year was the feast of the Pass-
over held ! -

14, Where was it celebrated?

15. How long did it continue?

16. When Jesus and his dlsmples had come to Jeru-
salem to attend this yearly feast, what did he find in the
courts of the temple? John 2: 14

“17. How did the Sayiour show his d]%plca,sule at their
want of respect for the house of God?

18. What did he say to those who sold doves?

19. What caused many of the pu)ple t¢ believe on
Jesus?

20. Whatgreat man came to Jesus by night? Chap.3:1.

91. In what words d1d be speak to Jesus when he came
to him ?

22. What great tluth did the Saviour teach Nicodemus!?
—That he could not enter the kingdom of God without a
new heart, and that befove he could have this, ke must be-
lieve in Christ.

NOTES ON LESSON TWQ. -

After the marriage at Cana of Galilee, Jesus
and his disciples, with his mother and his brethren,
went down to Capernaum, which was on the western
shore of the Sea of Galilee, and about twenty miles
from Cana, But ‘they continued there not many
days;” for ‘““the Jews’ Passover was at hand, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem” to attend it.

The Passover which Jesus went from Capemaum
to attend was the first after his baptism, and assists
in establishing the fact that our Saviour’s ministry
lasted just three years and a half (Dan. 9 :27), and
that having been baptized about the beginuing of
his thirtieth year, he was crucified in the mlddle of
' his thirty-third. The Jews’ Passover always began
on the fourtcenth day of the first month ———Ablb of
the Jewish calander,—and lasted eight da) s. This
would correspond with our April, and bring the time
of the Passover in the spring of t year as they
have the seasons in Palestine. 1ig great feast
was Ireld iti comumemoration of the deliverance of the
children of Israel from bondage and death, and
pointed forward to Christ, who “should die for the
final deliverance of his people from their sins.  All
who Have been cleansed through the spunkhnrr of
the precious blood of Jesus, our Passover, will be
passed by when the destloymg angel is sent forth to

Nlcodemus, who came to Jesus by.night, was a
L man. in high suthorityin Jerasalem. . He-was a
memberof the Sanhedrim and a leader of the people
and thers {s more than thie usual -significance u

and his followers proceeded to Nazaveth, and from,

6. Whele had the Lord’s people been in bondage many |

execute Judgment upon all that have lived ungodly..

tached to his words, “ We know that thou art a
teacher come from God.” It seems to convey the:
| idea that he and his associates were convinced. by
the evidence that Christ had given of his divinity;
yet their proud hearts would not let them accept the
poor,humble Nazarene as the king they wereexpecting
to come and deliver them flom the Romans. -The
conversation which Nicedemus had that night with
the Saviour, however, led to his thorough conversion;
and when the infant church of Christ most needed
his assistance, his worldly interests were sacrificed,
and his wealth and influence combined to sustain it
during that dark and trying hour which followed
tlie death of its divine founder.

Third Sabbath in April.--Jesus Retnrns to Galilee.

1. After the Passover mentioned in our last -lcsson,
where did Jesus and his disciples go? John 3 :22.

2. What did they do!

3. Where was Johu baptizing at this same time? Chap,
3:23.

4, When the disciples of John heard what Jesus and
hisdisciples were doing, what did they say to their master?
Ve1sc 26.

[n what words bad John borne witness to Jesus be-
yond Jordan? Joln [:28,29.

6. What kind of spirit did the disciples of John scem
to have, in speaking as they did?

7. Did John have any such feelings?

8, In what words did he teprove his disciples? Ch?;p.
3:27. .
-9, ‘What did he s say in regard to his work? Verse 28.

10. How did he say his joy was fulfilled?

11. What did he say about the future of both Christ .
and himself? Verse 30.

12, What must all do in order to mhent evella,stmg
life? Verse 36.

18. When Jesus heard how some felt about his making
and baptizing more disciples than John, where did hego !
Ohap 4.1-3; Luke 4:14.

14. To what place would they come when about thirty

~i miles from Jerusalem ?

15. Where was this town situated?

16. What was this city anciently called? .

17. How far is it from the place where the great road
leading north enters the valley running east and west?

18. Where is Jacob’s well?

19. What remarkable ceremony had taken place on
Mounts Ebal and Gerizim many years before? Deut. 11:
‘| 29, 30 ; Josh. 8:30-35.

20. Explain how those who uttered the blessings and
eurges might have been heard from one mountain to the
‘other, and also by those who stood in the valley below.

NOTES ON LESSON THREE.

After the Passover -mentioned in ¢ur last lesson,
Jesus did not immediately return to his home in
Galilee ; but the record says he and his disciples
came into the land of Judea, and tarried there and
baptized. Jesus did not administer baptism per-
sonally, but by his disciples. ~John the Baptist was
in Afnon near to Salim, preaching and baptizing. .
Ainon is supposed to have been located on the Jor-
dan about two-thirds the way from.the Dead Sea to
the Sea of Galilee.” Now that Jesus had commenced
his ministry, John's work was about finished, and
this nughty prophet’s influence with the people was
waning. His d]SGlpl@S spoke the truth when they
ecame to him, saying, Jesus baptizeth, and all men
come to him. When they. noticed this, they were
doubtless jealous for their master’s influence. John
was possessed of human frailtics, and was, because
of this report; subjected” to severe trial; but his |
noble unselfish spirit was shown in his answer to
them : ““ A nan can reccive nothing, except it be
given him from heaven. Ye yoursclves bear -me
witness, that I said, T am not the Christ, but that -
I am sent before him. He that hath the bride is-.
the bridegroom- -but the {riend of the bridegroom, -
which standeth and leareth him, rejoicetl- greatly .
because of the bridegroom’s voice; this my joy.-
therefore is fulfilled. He must increase, but I must”
decrease.”

Jesus, knowing of the dispute that had arisen be-_ B
tiveen hxu followers ‘and those of John, wishing to -
prevent anything that-would hinder the worlk, took -
his followers, and went. away to Galilee. In their-
journey, if they followed the great road leading north,
 they would pass the towns of Ramah, Bethel, Gilgal,
Shiloh, whoke names are so familiar:  About thirty
tnilos horth of ‘Jerusalem; they wotld tomd to th
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city of Sychfu The ancient name of tlns place
was Shechem, but it is now called Nablous. It is
" situated in the valley between Mounts Ebal and
Gterizim, There are many things of interest con-
tected with the history of these niountains. - Itwas
from the sides of these mountains that the blessings

and curses were pronounced by the children of Tsrael

after they had come into the promised land. ‘At
the foot of Mount Grerizim is the well which Jacob
dug in the lot of ground purchased from Hamor,
Travelers tell us that on either of these mountains,
a short way up the side, is a recess, where doubtless
the children of Isracl stood when pronouncing the
blessings and curses.  This, together with their
nearness to each other, especially fits them for the
purpose for which they were set apart by Moses
while the people were yet on the other side of the
“Jordan. Persons standing in the recess of either

of these mountains can be heard by those in the|

valley or on the other mountmn

' Pourth Sabbath in April.—Visit to Sychar,
1. Where ditl Jesus sit to rest while his diseiples went to
the. city of Sychar to buy food? John 4.:6,
. 2. What time of day was it?
3. Who came to the well to draw water?
4, What did Jesus ask of her/
5. Why was she surprised at this requ est?
6. Why did the Jews have no dcalmgs with the Samari-
tans? :
7. After Jesus had talked with the woman for some
_ time, what did he tell her to do? Verse 16,
8. "What did he say to her when she told him that she
had no husband?
9. Why did she think that he must be & pmphet ?
10. What disputed: guestion did she then bring up?
11 What did Jesus teach her by his answer?
. 12. How did the woman cxpress faith in a coming
Messiah!?  Verse 25. )
18. In what words did Christ reply to this?
14. What surprised the disciples whcn they returned
from the city? Verse 27. °
15.. What did they say to their Master?

16. What did the won:an say to the people of the city ?].

17. What did Christ say when the diseiples urged him
to eat of the food they had brought him? Verse 32.
. 18. What answer did Jesns make when the disciples
sald one to another, “ Hath any man brought him aught
to eat?” Verse 34.

19, What lesson did Christ meaw to teach by this?

NOTES ON LIESSON FOUR.

- About noon one day, as the Saviour and his dis-
ciples wore on their journey to Gralilée, they entered
the beautiful valley in which Sychar was located.
Tived and hungry, they came to Jacob’s well, and the
Saviowr sat down ou the curb-stone to rest while
his followers went into the city o purchase food for
themselves and their Master. Jesus never was too
tired, nor did he ever lose an opportunity as he was

“traveling through the country on foot, to speak a
word to. those lie met concerning the truth and their
-eternal interest. In olden times it was the custom
for women to fetch the water, and as Jesus sat there
a woman of Samaria came to the well for water.
When she had drawn, Jesus asked her for a drink.
The Jews and Samaritans had notling in eommon,
“being Dbitter encmies. They held no communion
with each other, would not drink out of the same
cup or well, nor sit down atthe same table. Bither
by a peculiarity in dress or more probably by his
Speaking in the Galilean dialect (Mark 14 :70), the
woman recoghized in the person before her a Jew,
hence the surprise inanifested in her question, “How
is it that thow, heing a Jew, askest diink of e,
which am a wouran of Samaria?” The Saviour did
.not satisly her at once, but aroused her interest in
him and what he had to tell her by a few well-di-
rected remarks, His conduct toward her shows
that he récognized the fact that -therc were no dis-
tinetions in the sight of God as made by man, and
that all nations are entitled to the benefits of  the
gospel.
was able to give-as living water that Would satisfy
the soul; but he did not mean to convey - the. idea
that one draught of the water of life would satisty
the receiver, but that whoever was .united- with
‘Christ, has- wmhm s soul & Living: fountain from

The Saviour spoke of the grace that he-

which to draw strength and grace sufficient for all
‘emergencies. The subject is abruptly changed, and
Jesus spealxs of those things connected with the
woman’s life that convinced her that he was no or-
dinary pelsonaye Her personal feelings were lost
in anxiety concerning religions matters, The Sa-
maritans had th]ou,gh tra11~g16%10n brought the
judgments of God upon them. They realized this,
and were anxious to return to the true worship,
They had sent for instructors from among the Jews,
and were looking for the Messiah, who should come
and teach them the true way. The woman’s anxi-
ety to know the truth is'shown by her question in

‘regard to the proper place to worship, and the

Saviour satisfied her by opening to her the impor-
tant truth that the time had come when the service
of God would not be confined to external forms, but
be enthroned in the heart, '

Fifth Sabliath in April.—Review,

1. Where was John baptizing when the Jewssent priests
and Levites to him to find out who he was? John 1:28.

2. How did he reply to their questions?. Verses 19, 20,

3. How did John bear witness of the Saviour soon after?
Verses 35, 36. :

4. What two of John's d1scmlcs became disciples of
Jesus!?

5. Who soon joined'them ?

6. What caused Nathanael to believe in Christ?

7. To what place were Jesus and his five disciples called
to attend a marriage? John 2:1.
8. What mivacle did Jzsus perform at that place?
9. Where did Jesus go iminediately after this?
10. To what place did they go from Capernaum?
11. Through what connt1y would they pass?
4. CT
12.
13.
14.
15.

John

Why did they go to Jerusalem at this time?
When was this feast held?
Why were the Jews required to keep it ?
What did the $aviour find in the temple? John
114,
16. What did Christ do?
17. How did mauny of the people fecl when they saw
the things that Jesus did? Verse 23.

18. What great man came by night to converse with
Christ ?  John 3. ’
© 19, What great truth (hd the Saviour teach Nicodemus?

20. How and wher¢ did Jesus and his followers spend
the nextfew months after the Passover?

21. Where was John at this time?

292. What complaint did his disciples bring?

23. By what words did he show them’ that he had no
such envious feelings as they seemed to have? Verse 27.

24, What did he say abount his work? Verse 28.

25. What caused Jesus to retuin to Galilee? John 4 :
1-3. .

26. To what place did they come about thirty miles
novth of Jerusalem? )

27. How is it situated?

28, Where did Jesus rest? -

29. Relate the conversation that the waiour had with
the Samaritan woman,

30. Why were the Samartitans in a better conchtzon to
receive the trath than the Jews?

et
-

But few who have not had the experience know
the trial of patience that- the earnest Sabbath-
school teacher aften vndergacs while in the faithful
performance of duty. There has much been written
about the ““art of securing attention,” © the use of
illustration,” ete.; but notw 1tnstf\ndm<r our nicest-
cut “theories, the,tfencher will have~1non10nts and
hours of bitter discouragement. Patience will be
worn out, and 0100111 md sadness sit triumphant
on the throne. Boys and girls there are who seem
never to appreciate the kindness bestowed on them.
No amount-of tact or talent, grace or grit, force or
fervency, can move them. They hardly ever look
at the lssson f& they are indifferent, listless, and
morose ; they would rather talk about the fashions
and the fairs than about Jesus and his love. Has
this ever been your experience 7 Have you cver
found that point where patience ceased to be a
virtue ? It is a trying ordeal. But why lament ?
« My word shall not yeturn unto me void, but shall
accomiplish that whereunto I have sent it.” . Put
all guch refractory cases in the hands of the Lord.
He can melt the ‘hardest - lieart, and subdue the
roughest nature. - It may he & lono time ere the
work i is done;. but Grod will take care of -the seed
sown. Do your pa} “Grod will take: care of the
results, . Weaty anfd worry tiot,—S. S Limes.

"} noble character. -

me’ i @@pmmmft

LITTLE BY LITTLE,

“LITTLE by little,” the tempter said,
As a dark and cunning snare he laid
For the young, unwary feet.
“Little by little, and day by day,
I will tempt the careless soul away
Into the broad and flowery way,
Till the ruin is made complete.”

“Little by little.” sure and slow,
“We fashion our future of bliss or woe
As the present passes away.
Our feet are climbing the stairway bnght
Up to the region-of endless light,
Or gliding downward into the night,
“Little by little, and day by day.”

ru
e

Gen-em.i Washington’s Punetuality.

You have all heard of Gteneral Washington’s an-
swer to his private secretary, who had fallen into
the habit of being unpunctual. He gave as his ex-.
cuse for being tardy, almost every moming, “My
watch must be a few minutes.slow.”

The General bore with him for a time, but one
morning he replied, -

“Hither you must get a new watch or I musb
get a new secretary.”

Once some company which had been invited to
his house was late in arriving. But when the din-
ner hour came, those who wer¢ present sat down at
the table, the Gieneral saying as they did so,

“We are punctual here. Our cook never in-
quires, Has the company arrived? but, Has the
hour arrived ?” ’

Once he visited Boston after the war, and soldiers.
and citizens vied with one another in excelling to
show him honor. He was to leave for Salem one
morning, and a cavalry company sent word that they
would escort lim out of the city. Eight o’clock
was the appointed hour; and as the clock in the
0Old South Common church struck that number, he
was seating himself in the saddle. A quarler of an
hour later, the eavalry were parading in front of the
house where he had lodged, waiting for him to ap-
pear. When informed that he was gone, they
hastened after him as fast as they could, but only
overtool him as he was crossing the Charles River
bridge. The officcr in command had. .often hbeen -
General Washington’s guest ; and as he rode up,
the General said,

« Major, I thought you had lived long enough at -
my house to know when eight o’clock comes.”

Children, remember that nut to be punctual, is to
be a thief ; for you rob others of their time.

| - .
-

Learn Accuracy, for One Thing.

Every boy and gl?l— should be accurate. In

studying lessons, get the exact meaning; in talk-

ing, state the truth of the thmg, in working, do
everything just right.

1 lately heard of two boys who worked in the
same store. They were named John and James.
Their duties were alike, and they were required to
be at the store at half-past- seven in the morning.
John was always there to the minute, or a few min-
utes before time; James came the same number of
ninutes after time. When John arranged the
goods in the window, they were accurately marked-
and priced ; James forgot to put the number on, or
priced them 1nconect]y

These are only two of the things which marked
the distinction between the two boys But every
day and week they grew farther apart. John did
his work accurately, and therefore well; James
slighted his all he conveniently could. The accurate
boy grew up to be a s¢lf-made man. Men liked to
deal with him; they were sure of being treated

fairly. James tried several positions, but lost them

on account of his inaccuracy in little things; and

though he got through the world somehow, he had
not the happiness and success, which; with the same.
opportunities, John achieved.

“~.There are many things- which terid to make a

Plaee hccmaey }ngh in the 1lst
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The Sixteenth of Exodus:

WHEN the claims of the fourth commandment are
egented, and individuals find themselves observing
ithe first day of the week with no scriptural authority
for so doing, the position is quite commonly taken
tkat the Sabbath had its origin at Mount Sinai. But
the cireumstances recorded in the sixteenth of Exodus
are fatal to this theory. The children of Israel came
into. the - wilderness of' Sin on the fifteenth day of
the second month after their departure out of the land
of Egypt. Ex. 16 : 1. But they did not reach the
wilderness of Sinai until the third month. BEx. 19:1.
Therefme the events recorded in the sixteenth chapter
t”ansplred thirty days before they came to Mount
Smal

i No one who reads the gixteenth of Exodus ‘can fail
‘130 note the simplicity of the record, and that the
évents are narrated in consecutive order. The Sabbath
i:s first mentioned in verse 23. Before Moses had
-mentioncd the Sabbath, the rulers came, and told him
that the congregation had gathered twice as much
fnanna on the sixth day as on the other days. Why
ghould the rulers come to Moses about this, if it was
not something out of the regular order of things ?
The reason is plainly seen when we compare the
ipst)uctlon which God gave to Moses, with what Moses
‘fold the people. Turning to the ﬁrst portion of the
"chapter, we learn that after the congregation of the
children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron,
the Lord said unto Moses, “ Behold, I will rain bread froin
Igeaven for you; and the people shall go out and
gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove
hthem, whether they will walk in my law or no”
‘Fromrthis it is evident that God had a law, and that
he was going to test Israel on that law by raining
lfread from heaven. These words were not addressed
,to the people, but were addressed to Moses.

i One objeet in raining the bread from heaven, as
dgstmctly stated, was to prove them, whether they
would walk in the law of God or not. The Lord then
s;tated exactly how he would prove them : ¢ The
people shall go out and gather a certain rate every
day,” but on the sixth day they were to prepare s
double portion. Moses did not communicate these
paltlculars to the people, or even to the rulers, but
gald “In the morning ye shall be filled with bread;
and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God. X
Verse 12.  After the dew had gone up, the children of
—I[israel saw a small round thing, as small as’ the hoar
frost on the ground, and they knew not what it was;
but Moses said unto them, “Thisis the bread which
"the Lord hath given you to eat. This is the thing
Whlch the Lord hath commanded. Gather of it every
jxﬁan according to his eating, an omer for every nan,
agcording to the number of your persons; take ye
refrery man for them which are in his tents.” * And
Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the morning.”
Verses 15-19. Moses did not mention to them that the
Doi'd was going to prove them, to see if they would
walk in- his law, but left them to follow that course
m gathelmg the manna which their own hearts would
prompt them to take, to see whether they ~would
_vybluntarily observe the Sabbath -or not., “We learn
'fliom verses 20 and ‘21 that “some of them left of it
'”llfltll the morning, and it bred worms and st’mk and
,M}oses was wroth with them.” )
gAfter ‘this reproof, they “gatheled it every morn-
mg, every man zwcoxdmg to his eatmg, and when the
sun. waxed -hot, it inelted.”’ When the ‘B}Xﬂl day

came, we learn that a portion of Israel gathered a
double quantity, and after the experience of some in
“1trying to keep it over night, and the reproof received,
the rulers were surprised at their astion, and came and
told Moses. Then Moses, for the first time, mentioned
the Sabbath, and the reason why it was proper that
they should gather a double portion, saying, *This is
that which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is the rest
of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord ; bake that which
ye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and
that which remaineth over, lay up for you to be
kept until the morning. And they laid it up till the
morning, as Moses bade ; and it did not slink, neither
was there any worm therein.” This was the first
mention of the Sabbath in the wilderness. The ex-
pression, “This is that which the Lord hath said,”
must therefore refer to the eventrecorded in Gen. 2:3,
when the Sabbath was instituted.

But even after this circumstance in the wilderness,
“it came to pass that there went out some of the
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they
found none.” Then the Lord speaks through -Moses,
saying, “ How long refuse ye to keep my command-
ments and my laws? See, for that the Lord hath
given you the Sabbath, therefore he hath given youon

the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every

man in his place on the seventh day. So the people
rested on the geventh day.” Verses 28, 30. Here
direct reference is made to what the Lord had said to
Moses in the fourth verse, clearly showing that he
had in mind testing them on the Sabbath when he told
Moses that he would prove them to see whether they
would wallg in his Jaw or not, Fronithe above record
the following facts are clearly revealed :—

1. God had a law previous to the exode from Egypt.
2. God proposed to prove. Israel whether they would
keep that law or not, by raining bread from
heaven. Verse 4. 3. Moses did not tell them that
God was going to prove thewn, but simply announced,
as God directed, that they would be provided With
flesh at evening and bread in the morning. Verses 11,
12, 4. They were reproved forlaying up anything
until the morning, as ‘God had instructed them just
how tnuch to gather for the second meal.  Verses 16-20.
5. When some of them conscientiously laid aside & cer-
tain portion on the sixth day, in preparation for the
Sabbath, it surprised the rulers, as they immediately
reported it to Moses, showing that there had been no
previous instruction respecting the Sabbath. Verses 22
23. 6. Some did not regard the Sabbath even then,
and the Lord reproved them by referring to the law,
about which he spoke to Mose‘! in the fourth verse.
Verse 28,

Taken, together, thése circumstances conclusively
prove that the Israelites had a knowledge of the law
previous to their coming out of Egypt, and that God
held them responsible for the violation of the fourth
commandment. ' S N. H.

o
o

Hear Them.

WE are told that the views we promulgate respect-
ing the second coming of Christ lack ‘the element of
certainty ; that we cannot know anything abous it.

" HEAR CHRIST.

“So likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things,
know that it [margin, he, Christ] is near, eyen at the
doors.” Matt. 24 : 33. See also Mark 13 29 ; and
Luke 21 31. )

' HEAR PAUL.
To the Romans: “ And that knowing the time, that

now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now is|

our salvation nearer than when we believed. The
night is fm spfmt the day is at ha " Rom. 13:11,
12

" T% the Thessalonzans “But of-the tlmes a,'ﬂd scasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.

L But e, brethr e,

»|at evening, or sundown.

For
yomselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 80.
cémeth a8 a tlnef in: the mght "

are not in darkness that that day should overtake you
as a thief.” 1 Thess. 5:1, 2, 4.

To Timothy : “This know also that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covotous, boasters,” ete. “From
such turn away.” 2 Pim. 8:1-5, How are we to
turn away if we cannot know when the last days have
come ?

" To the Hebrews: “Not forsaking the assemblmg of
ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but ex-
horting one another ; and so much the more, as ye see
the day approaching.” Heb. 10 : 25.

HEAR PETER.

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy,
whereunto ye do well that ye ifake heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place.” 2 Pet. 1:19.

“ Knowing this first, that there shall come in the
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of His coming ?” Chap.
3:8, 4. '

What do these writers mean by all these thlngs ?

u. 8.
g
Consideration of Reasons Assigned for
Sacredness.,

Sunday-

WE will briefly notice the leading reasons given for
the supposed change of the Sabbath. We quote John
20:19: “Then- the same day at evening, being the
first day of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them,
Peace be unto you.” It is supposed/ by many that
these disciples were assembled to commemorate the
resurrection of Jesus, and that when he came
among them and said, “Peace be unto you,” he thus
indicated his approval of their act in.asseinbling upon
that day, and honored the first * Christian Sab-
bath.,” But does- the language justify such an in-
ference ?

From this and other Scriptures we draw the following
conclusions : 1. The reason why the disciples were
together was ¢ for fear of the Jews,” and not to cele-
hrate Christ’s resurrection. 2. The place of  their
meeting was undoubtedly the upper room where they
all abode (Aets 1: 13), and not the temple or any other
house of worship. 3. The time of this meeting wnust
have been very late in the day, just before sunset.

| (By the Bible mode of reckoning time, the day closed

Gen. 1:5; Lev, 23:32;
Mark 1:82.) We are forced to this conclusion from
the facts stated by the other evangelists, and because
St. John declares it was evening. Luke gives an
account of the journey of two disciples to - Emmaus,
seven and a half miles, that very afternoon; and of
how Jesus made himself known to tlhem after con-
versing with them and explaining the Seripture pre-
dictions concerning himself, “as they sat at meat.”
Then “he vanished out of their sight.” This was
“toward cvening,” and ‘“the day was far spent.” Then
they' “returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and them that were with them.”

As they spoke of what had transpired, Jesus appeared,
This must be the identical meeting spoken of by John;
for he nsed the same expression, “ Peace be unto you,”

and it was at the same time of day. He then agked

them, “Have ye here any meat?’ and ate in their
presence. Mark records the same meeting. He gives

‘a brief account of the two-as they walked and went
| into the country, and of his appearing unto them ; and

states that the other disciples did not believe them.
“ Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat
at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and
hardnese of “heart, because they believed not them
which had seen hlm after he was risen.” Mark 16 :12-
14. 4. We are forced to conclude’that they could not
have been (’e]ebratmg orhonoring Christ’s resurrection,
f(n they did not- believe it had occuived. 5. We can
see clearly how the disciples tegarded this first day of
the week, ag- two of them walked tor Bmmavs and
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back; a distance of fifteen miles, and Jesus made the
same journey, and not a hint did Le give that such a
use of the day was wrong. A strange way to celebrate
the day, if it was the first “ Christian Sabbath.” They
simply regarded it as a secular day, and nothing more.

The little flock of disciples were in a retired place,
fearing the Jews, who had just crucified their Lord.
A few of their number veptured out to the sepulcher
to embalm the Saviowr’s bhody, and*were astonished to
find thatit was not there. A few others went into the
country. What a contrast to the origin of the Sabbath
of the Lord! The Creator “ rested upon it” himself ;
thien he * blessed” it, and set it apart to a sacred use, ovi-
dently by telling Adam how to keep it. His example
and command were both given in its favor. But how
different with this first day, on which Christ rose | If
there is any divine authority for keeping Sunday, this

ddy must have been the first of the new order of|’

Sabbaths. But it ‘was a busy day. Christ gave no
example of resting upon it ; he gave no command for
his disciples to rest, nor dld he hold any religious ser-
vice on that da,y Some of his disciples traveled
. fifteen niiles on foot mpon it, he keeping them com-
pany in thus laboring. Not a hint is given in all the
- Bible that it should be used in any other manner than
as a day of labor, Who can believe that God would
in such a manner set aside the ancient Sabbath of his
. OWn appomtment and put in its place a new day,
. never giving a hint that the old one was, abolished or
the new inaugurated ?

We next notice the claimn that it was customary for
Christ to meet with his disciples on the first day of the
week, thus giving evidence of his regard for it and
proof of its sacredness. * And after eight days again
his disciples were within, and Thomas with them ;
- then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stool in
the midst; and said, Peace be unto you.” John 20:26,

" Tuis seripbure, in connection with the one just noticed,
is relied upon to prove that it was the practice of
Jesus to meet with his disciples on the first day of the

’ weck botween his resurrcction and his ascension, It
will be noticed that the record does not say that it was
on the first day of the week when Christ had this
interview with Thomas and the disciples, The state-

“ment is that it was “after eight days” froin the pre-
vious meeting. That previous. meeting was at the
very close of the first day, most of it probably oecurring
ontheday following. -Itis claiined that the expression

“after eight days” signifies just a week. But what
evidence is there to prove this ? “After seven days”
is the expression employed by inspiration when
_defining a week. 1 Chron. 9:25; 2 Kings 11:5,

. The expression “after six days” (Matt. 17:1) is
defined by another writer to be “about an eight days
after.” Luke 9:28. On what grounds, then, shall we
conclude that *after cight days™ means seven days or
less? IFrom the closing honr of Sunday, a period of
© tire covered by the expression ““ after ‘eight days,” if
the language be taken literally, would reach at least to
the Monduy night or Tuesdny mornmg of the next
week. How, then, can one vightfully claim (hat this
meeting occurred on the first day of the weelk > It
‘must be evident that this meeting was held because of
the presence of Thomas, who was absent on the pre-
vious occasion, and not to lionor any particalar day of

" the weck. Had the latter object been in view, the
reeord would most certainly tell us what day of the
week it was, and not use such an indefinite expression

s “after eight days.”

Bat even if we grant all our ﬁr_st-day friends claim,
viz., that the meeting in question did occur on the first

. day of the week, what cvidence is thereby furnished

- - in'béhalf of Sunday-sacrédness? OurSaviour ascended
. to heaven on Thursday, just forty da) s from his

Acts 1:3. Anogher prominent meeting

Clield with his dlsmples was “on-a fishing™ occasjon.
“John 21 +'3-25.

Verse 14

< This Wns the . phird occaslon when;

Owr friends will scarcely claim tlmt this visit oceurred
on Sunday, N

There were five first-days between the crucifixion
and the ascension. No mention whatever is made of
any of these five first-days, excepting the first one, on
which he roge from the dead. If weadmit that*after
eight days” occurred on the second of those five fivst-
days, which ‘we are sure is not true, what would that
prove 2 The evidence would then come far short of
proving a custom, since the two following meetings—
_the fishing occasion and the ascension—were not on
that day. A “custom” is a long-continued practice.
Move than two instances arc required to constitute a
“ custom.” Thed “custorn” of our Saviour was fo
honor the Sabbath of . the Lord, and teach the poople
on that day. TLuke 4{16. It is ubterly impossible to
establish such a cus,tom of his with reference to
Sunday.

We will defer con&deratmn of addltloml points
until our next issue. Meanwhile we trust our readers
will ponder caretully’ the foregoing claims and argu-
ments. . G. 1. B.

-
<

The Present Burden <of the Advent Movement.

WrirnH ever-increasihg assurance of the correctness
of our position, we re-peruse those prophecies which
point out the work and position of the people of God
in the last days. Tt is our privilege to understand our
mission.” John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ
athiis first advent, and the type of those who go forth
proclaiming the second coming, understood his work,

energies upon the work to be done.

Those engaged in the great Advent movement of
1840-44, gnnevally understood that they were fulfilling
the work symbolized in Rev. 14:6, 7, by an angel
fiy ng through heaven with a special proclamation of
the everlasting gospel. They were also. satisfied at
the time that the sécond message (verse 8) was like-
wise meeting a fulfilment in their experience ; for they
saw .that work partially,-at least, accomplished. The
great disappointment of 1844 shortly ensued, which
threw them into doubt and confusion. It was evident
that a mistake had somewliere been mad», and their
views must be wmodified accordingly.
recover from the -shock of that disappointiment, to
corroct their l'eclioning and ascertain their true position,
what would have been more natural than for them to
follow right 'on in ithat»line of prophecy, the first
portion of which they had scen so plainly fulfilled in
4heir own history ? : For there is a third message, as
well as a first and”second, brought to view in Rev. 14
And this ‘would have shown theni-a further work to be
accomplished, and mew truths to be introduced and
urged upon the people. It would have led to an ex-
planation of the great disappointinent, shed light on
what was dark, brought order out of confusion, and
strengthened thew mightilv for their closing work.
But, strange to say, this was not done.  Most of them
tenac louily clung to the view which was the cause of
their disappointinent.

We ask the careful attention of the reader, egpe-
cially that of all Adyentists of every class and name,
to this point. There is a work to be accomplished
under the symbol of a proclamation by a.third angel.
Rev. 14:9-13. Tmuiediately following this, the Son of
man appears on the white cloud. All must be agreed
on this.
last to be accomplished before the second coming of
Christ. Every one must acquiesce in this conclusion
also. “But all who -call themselves Adventists teach
that the coming of Christ is at the door, being but a
few years, at most, before us, Then we ask . .them
where and by whom this work of the third angel is

This work: is to be done before the Lord cores. A

It i3 only thus that a people can concentrate their.

In seeking to-

Then the ‘work of the third message is the '

being fulfiled. We ask them to point it out to us. :

body ‘of people” must give to the world a warmng‘,
acramst ‘the . worship of the beast and his image-and

the reception of his mark, They must be able to give

1 an explanation of these terms, that their warning may

be intelligible and effectual. According tothe position
of all Adventists, the present is the time for this work ;. ‘
for this is the last great mnovement to be made previous
to the appearing of the Son of man, which they hold
to b just before ns. Again we ask, Where shall we
look for this work 2 They do not claiin to be doing it ;
nor can they so chum, nnless they can show that a
special message may be proclaimed and yet nothing be
said about it. But they cannot consistently teach the
imtmediate coming of the Lord unless they can point
to a fulfiliment of this work. L
There is, however, a large body of Adventists who
claim to be giving this inessage. We claim this on -
reasons whicl are entirely satisfactory to our own

minls. We give an explanation of the heast, ‘his
tmage, lis mark, and the commandments of God,’

which is plain, harmonious, consistent, and so far as

we can appreciate the force of argument, impregnable.’
The message we cliim to be giving, the work we pro-
fess to be doing, is a fixed fact in prophecy. It is’
therefore entitled fo consideration. And we think we
can-consistently claim one of two things in reference
to ot position ; namely, that any one who professes to
be looking for the soon coming of the Lord, shall
either give a better exposition, and point out a more -
consistent fulfilment of the message than we are able

to show,-or elso accept of ours, and take his stand npon

it. This subject demands atte ntlon, and it will have a

hearing,

It may Le objected to our view of these messages,
that it makes them too unequal in duration, the first
being proclaimed but a few years, the second oaly
some six months, and the third already about forty-
two years. Such mistake in supposing that one mes-
snge ceases on the introduction of a subsequent one ;
that the first ceased when the second was introduced,
or the second when the third commenced ; Wl]él'eaé,
the second is only additional to the first, and the third .
addi jonal to the first and second. The second bated )
no jot or tittle from the importance of the first, but
only for the time became the leading message ; so of
the third with respect to the first and second. The
first message commenced - a few yem'é before the
second, but did not cease when the cecond was intro-
ducel; and the second commenced some months
before the third, but still continued, though another
was added ; and since the introduction of the third,
it would be proper to say that we have had three
messages all being fulfilled together; the leading proc-
lamation, the burden of the work, being now the
truths contained in the third and last.

The third message is in the order of prophecy, and
will certainly be fulfilled. It is a part of that word
which is less liable to fail thanthe heavens and the earth
are to pass away. And it will go with a loud voice ;
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it, The time
has come for its fulfilinent; and God never suffers a

false fulfilment in the tllllb that should have been

oceupied by the trne. He does not thus permit error
to thwart his plans. Then \vhy not believe,—believe
with all the heart—and not cripple the work by
hesitancy and lukewarmness? U. 8,
[ —

Eternity of Torment. .

EvERY considerate person must have been often
painud at the flippant manuver in which some prmd]eis
speak of the eternal torment of the lost, as though it.
were a matter not to be questioned, and even a sub-
ject for rejoicing, Why it should provoke them to
anger to have it called in guestion, as is sometinies the
case, is hard to explin. George Storrs once said that
he was led Lo examine the evidences of the doctrine by
hearing a professed Christian praising the Lord that
the wicked would be torniented t6 all eternity.

Such people do not know of what they are speaking.
We have no conception of etelmty We can conceive
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of very long periods, but eternity—a whole eternity—
is still beyond them. An eternity of accumulat-
ing guilt and ever-increasing suffering, as soms
teach, 1s too horrible to be calmly contemplated. Add
to this the thonght of the belief entertained by many

“(professedly), that that torment, to some of their own

friends has already been going on for years. If they

“do indeed believe it, we -cannot imagine what manner

of spirit they are of that they can eat and drink -and
‘sleep with the peace of mind they seem to enjoy.
'shofxlrj ¢ount that mother nnworthy of the name who
-could sleep in peace knowing that her child was in

We

burning torture for even one nigltt; but in this the-
ology it is torture—beyond conception at the be-

iginning and ever increasing—and yet it makes no

vigible impression on their minds.

! Men of deep thought and fine sensibilities are either

‘tdiscarded it.

~iWhat their faith really is, we cannot imagine.
" leling to thé old faith,—that “fire and brimstone”
“inot mere figures in the Bible.
" lelements must be very literal. i
‘have the effect on the wicked which fire—unquench-
‘able fire—has on chaff or stubble; it will burn them
‘up, leaving,them neither root nor hranch.
- the wicked will be destroyed, just as the Bible says,

celse they have discarded it.
| that it was unendurable to him ; but very few view it

overwhelmed by the terribleness of this doctrine, or
Dr. Barnes confessed

as he did. Most theologians of the present day have
We do not mean that they have actually,
renounced it, but they have so modified it as to make. it
something besldes what the words of their profession
indicate. At a General Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church some five years since, a newspaper re-

_iporter interviewed a large number of promment‘) D.’s,
“iand found that the orthodox Methodist faith of “hell

fite” was discarded by them, Iven bishopsrepudiated
thE idea of actual fire in the torment of the wicked.
We
are
A fire that can melt the
And we believe it will

In that case
E“punished with everlasting destruction.” In a never-
ending torment, a “death that never dies,” we have ng
faith.

-~ In contrast with the positive style adopted by many’

; “when speaking of the eternity of torment, werecommend
- the following thoughtful words of Dr.-Watts on the
. ¥ Duration of Punishment :"—

; “I grant thatthe eternity of God himself, before this
world began, or after its consummation, has something
n it so immense and so incomprehensible that in my
nost mature thoughts I do not choose to enter into:

those infinite abysses ; nordo I think we oughit usually,

“When speaking «f creatures, to affirm positively tllat

- Br, Watts, “in his most mature thoughts,
tread.
I

,'f:never “utterly perish in their civn corruption.”
W

_ theiv existence shall be equal to that of the blessed God,

especmlly in regard to the duration of their pumsh-

ment ; perhaps this sart of language may carry. in it
'somethmg beyond what we are called to discourse

bout, at least in this mortal state, and theretore such

_gomparisons, are movre safely omitted.”

t This language of Dr. Watts will certainly commend

iiself to-all who'seriously contemplate this awful- sub-
~jbct of eternity.-
. the most positive manner, that every sinner “has a soul
,:whlch must live and Suffel as long as God lives.”

We have heard speakers declare, in

But
many- a new-fledged preacher will boldly walk where
" feared to
" We are aware that in the progress of critical
iblical kuowledge a learner might know, of some
things, more than even Dr. Watts could know in his

_day. But we cannot know more of eternity than he
_knew ; and we cannot change the Bible truth that the

wicked will come to au end, be blotted out, lie destloyed
If
e, go :beyond this, we add to God's word, and all
s’wh as do this incnr a terrible pena]t\ JOH. W,

<>

P

tigers, for we can keep out of tlieir way, but bad

.‘thoughts ivin their way . evenwhere ; keep your head pBat it was not s0-in the begmmng God regted-the:
and heart full of “gvod thoughts, that bad Ones may.

find n6 tooti to entex

between the Sabbath and the seventh day in the com-

annst be true of the other.

- E»vn,» thought_s_ are worke enemics than lions and |

What was Blessed and Saﬁ\ctiﬂed.

In the teachings we received in our early days
“Dwight's Theology” odccupied an important place;
with many it was the standard of truth, - When first
converted, we were compelled by force of Scripture
evidence to reject the teachings of the *“Theology” on
the subject of baptism. On the subject of the Sabbath
the Doctor appeared to be equally faulty. Bpeaking
of the fourth commandment, he said that the blessing
and . the sanctification were conferred, not upon the
seventh day, but upon the Sabbath. He distinguished

‘mandment, though Jehovah said, in that commandment,
“the seventh day is the Sabbath.” The object of his
assertion wagto make it appear that God sanctified the
Sabbath as an institution, and that the seventh day was
an unimportant part of the precept ; that the institution
did not depend upon the day, but any other day could
be inserted without affecting the validity or the per-
petuity of the institution or of the commandment en-
forcing it. :

Against this reasoning we have the express statement
of the Bible: “And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it.” CGen. 2:3. It was the day that was
blessed, the day that was sanctified, and the day that
was required to be kept. A very literal translation of
the fourth commandment would read : “ Remember the
day of the rest.” “The seventh day is the rest of the
Lord thy God.” ¢ God blessed the day of the rest and
hallowed it.” This is the exact truth. Thus we seo
that to inaintain a theory, the D. D. ventured to con-
tradict the express words of Scriptwre as foundin Gen,
2:8.

We will further show the fallacy of his reagsoning:
God blessed and sanctified the seventh day becanso that

in it ke had rested. The seventh day was his rest-day,
or his Sabbath day, before it was blessed or sanctified ; |
bat there was no institution. When_the day was
blessed and sanctified, then it became an institution. !

The sanctifying of the day was the setting of it apart
to a sacred use; it made its observance obligatory, !

and therefore it was the making of the institution |
Instead-of Gtod blessing and sanctifying the Sabbath
institution, and not fhe duy, the truth is that, before
his act of sanctifying the day there was no institution
to sanctify. The act of sanctifying turned the day
into an institution. The day thus became an insti.
tution; remove the day,and the institution is destroyed.

But now an objector arises and says: “ Conceding the
ground that the day is an institution,—that thky are
identical, then what may be said of one may be'said of
the other. Hence, it is true, after all, that he blessed
the institution. If he blessed the day he must have
blessed the institution, for they are one and the same
thing.”

Let us see if that reasoning Wlll hold good. Mr. A
owns a house ; Mr. B says he bought it; but Mr. C
says: Not so: he bought the material of which he
built the house: But B answers: What is the differ<
ence ? youcannot separate the material from the house;
they are identical. Being identical, whatis truc of one

It is indeed true-that at this fime you cannot sep-
arate the material from the house ; they are identical.
But at the time of which the first aﬂimmtmn was made,
it was not trus, The time specified in Mr. C's state-
ment was that when the purchase was made ; the affir-
mation referred to what Mr, A bought; not to what he
now possesses. He now owns a house; but when he
bought the material, the house did not exist. There-

fore, at the time- covered by the statement of the pur-| - :
! v pur return to- thy old abominations before uged under °

Papistry, then assured]y, O Tingland, thou shalt be- -
| plagned: and- brought to desolatmn by the. means of

chase, it was not true that the mateua and the. house
[ were identical:

And so of the day and the S:Lbb(\th lnstltutmn
They are now. ideéntical; they cannot_be: sepalated

seventh -day, atid. $hiis it becanre his Sabbatyh,—mmS'

rest. . But there was fo fnstitution, it had not yeb besn |

made a matter of precept. Then he sanctified the
day, separated it, or set it apart to a sacred use, and
thus the day becanie an institution by being sanctified.
It is a sacred institution because the day of which it
was made was rendered sacred. God ecannot deny
himself. He said: “God blessed the scventh day and
sanctified zr.” And “who art thou that repliest
against God?” Search the Bible through, and you
find no hint that God ever removed the, blessing and
sanctification from the seventh day, or that he con-
ferred such honors upon any other day. * Blessed is
the man ‘that doeth this, and the soti of man that
layetlt hold on it; that keepeth the Sabbath from
polluting it,”and keepeth his hand frem doing any
evil.” Isa., 56:2. J.OH. W,

.

Wiseionmy,

. MIS S'I ON SONG.
HARK the voice of Jesus calling—
Who will go and work to-day?
Tields are white, the harvest waiting,
Who will bear the sheaves away?
Loud and long the Master callcth,
Rich reward he offers free ;
Who will answer, gladly saying, -
“Here am I, O Lord, send me.”

While the souls of men are dyiug,
_ And the Master calls for you,
Let none hear you idly saying.
There is nothing T can do.
Gladly take the task he gives you,
Let his work your pleasurc be:
Answer qiickly when he calleth,
“Here am I, O Lord, send me.”

-
<

* Knox’s Return to England.

Sel.

Durine Knox’s exile on the Continent, he visited
Switzerland, where he was cordially received by the
. Swiss reformers. He also formed the acquaintance
i of Calvin, with whom he ever maintained an intimate
frlendshlp At this time, although nearly fifty years
of age, he applied himself to study with all the ardor
of youth, and acquired some degree of proficiency in
the Hebvew language. He had no means of sup-
port except the voluntary contributions of his friends
in Scotland and England, and he seems at times to
have been in very straitened circumstances.

As the persecution in England against the Prot-
estants continued to increase in severity,large num-
bers left the country. In 1554 it was estimated that
no léss than cight hundred learned Englishnien, be-

- sides many others, were living in exile on the Con-

tinent. In Frankfort, Germany, the Tinglish exiles
were permitted to hold religious services in their own
langnage, on condition of their conforming as nearly
as possible to the form of worship-used by the
French church. Three pastors were chosen, of whom
Knox was one, and this office he held for a time.
Nothing, however, could take from his mind the
thought of hisg persecuted brethren in England, and -
he occasionally made journeys to’ Dieppe, wherehe
could inform himself of their situation.” As he thus

‘learned of the recantation and re-acceptance of

Popery by many who had embraced the truth under
his ministry, words-can hardly express the agony of
his feelings.
posed the Admonition to England, and other pro- -
ductions, for whichh he has often been censured on

account of the severity and bitterness of the language

employed. <O England, England,” said he, *if

thou obstinately wilt retur into Bgypt, that is, if -
thou contract marriage, confederacy, or league, with .
such princes as do maintain- and advance. Idolatry,;
if, for the pleasure of such princes, thou .

those whose favor thou seekest.” .
“About. this’ time the cause of the Reformatmn -

-wag.again -to some extent tolerated in Scotland.

The Queefi-Dowager wis elevated to the regency in °
1554; and, for a-time, she found it for her interest

‘While in this state of mind he com- ° ~
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to shield the Protestants from the violence of their
enemies. The Protestant ministers were not slow
to improve the opportunity thus presented, Travel-
ing from place to place, they instructed many, and
fanned the latent zeal ol those who had fornterly re-
ceived a knowledge of the truth., Under these cir-
cumstances Knox decided to retwrn to- his native
land, Having visited his wife at Berwick, he set
out secretly for Edinburg, Here he held meetings
in private houses, one service immediately following
another, which weré listened to by successive sssem-
blies, consisting of the nobility and persons of high
digtinction in the kingdom.

Thus he was almost constantly employed, by
night as well ag by day, in giving instruction to those
who werc eager to receive it.  To avoid the scandal
which they would otherwisc-incur, the friends of the
reform doctrine generally attended popish worship,
and even the celebration of the mass. This course
was strongly condemned by Knox, and a discussion
of the subject resulted in a formal separation from
the popish church. From this place Knox pro-
ceeded to other parts of the kingdom, and preached
for sgome tine before the clergy became aware of his
“presence.  Finally, for the purpose of intimidating

“him, he was summoned to appear at a convention at
" BEdinbure ; but upon learning that the Reformer
proposed to obey the summons; the clergy, fearing
to bring matters to an issuc while unassured of the
regent’s decided support, annulled the summons be-
fore the day appointed. On this day, and for ten
days following, Knox preached to far greater audi-
ences than had before attended bim in Edinburg,
without disturbance from the clergy. Such an op-
portunity as this was what Knox had earnestly longed
for. " In writing to hig wife's mother, during this
* time, he says: “The trumpet blew the ald sound
thrie dayis together, till private houssis, of indiffer-
ent largeness, culd not conteane the voice of it
God grant me to be myndfull that the sobbis of my
beart hath not bene in vanme, nor neglectit in the
presence of his majestic. O! sweet war the death
that suld follow sic fourtie dayis in Edinbrugh as
heir T have thrie. Rejose, mother; the tyme of our
. deliverance approaclieth; for as Sathan rageth, sa
dois the grace of the Hailie Sperit abound.”
Soon after this he addressed a letter to the Queen
_ Regent with the hope that it might incline her, not
only to protect the reform preachers, butlend a favor-
able ear to their.doctrines.  Although written with
great care, and by no mcans in -an uncourtly style,
this letter received only a passing glwncb from the
regent. IKnox, learning of the reception which his!

letter had received, soon after published it with ad—'

ditions.

While thus laboring in Scotland, he received a’
letter from the Lnnhsh conomgatmn at Geneva, in-!
forming him thntihey had chosen bim as their pastor. |
This mvttat,lon he accepted, and soon romoved |
thither with his [amily. 8. N. H.

e
Wlnt ‘One Man Can Do.

o a brief sketch of the
life and labors of Henry P. Haven, a man who was
noted for his success in business and equally so for
his energy in religioys work. His life illustrates
what can be done in this direction by an ordinary
business man while Le also attends to his seeular
affairs. Mr. Haven was left fatherless when he was
four years old. Ilis wmother was very poor, and
he had few educational advantages.

At the age of fifteen, he was employed as clerk
by a merchant in. New London, Connecticut.
Through the most carelul industry, he gradually
made hisway up, till he became head and chief mana-
ger of the firm. The business of the house was
whaling. - Mr. Haven, at various ‘times, sent oub
over two lmmhedwessolq large and small, to various
parts of the globe; to the Indian, South Pacific,
and Arctic Oceans, from Baffin’s' Bay to Behring’s
Strait. -He engaged to a large extent in the’ seal
mdmhy, in Arctic and Antarctic seas, and i ship-

I mave just been rcading

_guano,- giving. persvhal atfention to the’ pro~’

ws onfng.and manning - of thess vedsels. ~ H

the balanee of his life.

‘with his teachers.

"and that is usually ‘the secret of success

also president of a 1a1ho'ld, and a divector of three
banks,

One would suppose that a man &mductmg 80
large a business, could certainly have little time for

religious work ; yet Mr. Haven did a large amount |

of such work. At the age of twenty-one, while yet
a poor clerk, Mr. Haven started a Sunday-school
four miles out of the city, which he conducted for
At the close of the first
twenty-five years, out of 1,279 sessions Mr. Haven
had been present 1,099 times. At the same time
he was supermtendent of a large city Sunday-school,
and was as punctual thele as at his country school.

He was constantly secl King to improve his sehools
by new methods. One-evening every week he spent
Very flequeuﬂv, also, he would
invite the school to spend an cvening with him at
his home. He gave to the Bible a vast amount of
study, and every Monday morning he gave an hour
to the study of his work as Jpenn‘rendent He
often conversed with his teachers as he met them on
the strect, or as he saw theny in their places of busi-
ness. He knew all his pupils by name, and often
stopped to talk witlt them.

Mr. Haven was secretary of a missionary society
and vice-president of ‘three Bible socicties; and at
one time he filled the place of local preqchez in a
poor district where ng preacher could be obtained.

The fact is,. a proper amount of time given
to religious work does not hinder a man in his sect-
lar busincss ; on the contrary, it really assists him.
If the mind is kept constantly on the stretch in
one direction, it becomes wearied and over-strained,
and finally inefficieit, Changing the current of
thought, and studymo a different subject, often re-
lieves the mind, increases mental \'1gor and really
prolongslife.  This is a secret that few have learned.
How did Mv, Haven succeed in accomplishing so
much ?—In the very way thbat all successful men
succeed ; namely, by a systematic and orderly ar-

angement of his work, His biographer says:

« That he was methodical to an exireme degree Fol- |-

lows as a matter of conrse from the many laliors un-
dertaken and performed by him. Without system
and close attention to if, somuch and so varied la-
bor would have been out of the guestion.” Yes,
These
hap-hazard, happy-go-lucky people mnever aceoni-
plish much, any way. . M. CaNRIGHT.
_A

The Work m the Colonles,

Wiz have ekccllen’u Sabbath mectmO's n Mel—
bourne. Since the teni ecffort at (uehmg closed,
Bro. Corliss has proached sowe practical sermons
i here, that were full of timely warnings. The im-
, portant truths brought to-our minds are worthy of
. being treasured up m our memories and reduced to
| practice in our lives. . The Bible-readings, conducted
by Bro. Scott, have been interesting and profitable
Bible lessons, and have been appmcnted if we may
]udge by the g good “testimonies given in the social
meetings. A few Sabbaths ago, one sister, who has
recently commenced to keep the Sabbath, expressed
regret to leave the house of God,; the expression
that lighted up her face giving emphasxs to her
words.  This lady, with her daughtel, have recently
received the truth through the influence of reading
matter furnished thew by a mcmbu ol the Mclbowrne
chaveh.

The religions expe)‘ienco‘ of the Melbowrne church
is broadening and -deepening. Some have been
tested, and have leained practical lessons of trust in
God. 'Their hearts have turned to God in times of
trial and adversity, aud they have found ‘-111\'1 to be
the true source of strength and comfort. Zhey have
gained new views of the love of God, and of his
dealm s with the ehildren of men; and they have
grown qtronwer to meet the afflictions, the bulfetings,
and the tempt@txons to which we are exposed in an

enemy’s land, while wmtmg the returi of our g&orx—,

5| ous King.

Some sisters from Ballamt who' were “witl us a
few Sabbaths 280, spolke” encouragmgly of the work
in thet plave: - This charch Seems & be having @

4

| expotiengs tivt unlﬂgé thiit of the- Melboume chur ch:

At Daylesford, where Bro. Israel has been labor-
ing, thie opposition is bitter and persistent; yei the
interest is good, and is spreading to adjoining phoeb
Some gond, substantial persons have taken their
stand on the truth, and others are almost persuaded.
No doubt a church will be formed here which will |
help to spread a knowledge of the truth.

A few are keoping the “Sabbath at Geelong ; and
such is the vital power of truth, so frm a hold does
it take of the minds and hearts of those who rececive
it, that we confidently expoct that thislittle company
of commandment-keepers will yet grow into a church.

A man in Adelaide who heard Bro. Corliss's last
sermon in that eity, became interested, and supplied
himself with 1@1(111\; matter on present truth.  He
has now taken a firnd stand on the Sabbath, and
embraces every opportunity to bring the truth before
members of Tiis own church, - He lately visited .
Melbourne, and brought a good report of the pros-
perity of the Adelaide chureh.  Secven have com-
menced to keep the Sabbath there since the tent
left, and another, who was cobvinced on the truth,
has doubtless taken o stand ere this. Al who’
signed the covenant are still faithful, and the whole -
number of Sabbath-keepers is probably between forty
and fifty.

A lady in Sydney to whom reading matter has
been. sent by friends in Melbourne has commenced
to keep the Sabbath. A young lady residing in one
of the snburban towns of Melbourne heard a few
lectures while on a visit to Ballarat, and,- obeying
the dictates of reason and conscience, commenced to
keep the Sabbath. Asa result of her consistent
life and intelligent defense of her new views, her -
mother and two sisters are now with her in the fmth

-These instences illustrate the words of the wise
man: “In the niorning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest
nob whether shall prosper, either this or that, or
whether they both shall be alike good.”

E. J.'B.
[ ;

How Souls are Saved,

A pyixa publican’s wife in Tingland recently gave
the following encouraging testimony, as narrated by
the emnneL t who visited her. HP says; “I was
agked to go to a public hownse in Nottingham to see

the landlord’s \\ﬁo who was dying. I found her

rejoicing in Christ as her Saviour. 7 asked her how
she had found she Lord. ¢ Read that, she replied,
handing nie a torn piece of ne\\’spnper. Tlooked at
it, and found that it was part of an. Awerican nows-
paper, containing an oxtract froin one of Spurgeon’s
sermons, which extract had been the means of her
conversion, ¢ Where did you get this newspaper ?
I asked. She angwered, ‘It was wrapped round a
parcel which was geut me from Australia’” Talk .
abont bhe Lidden life of a good seed ! Think of that,
eached in L()nd()n, an extract wplmted
in a 11@\1'31)‘11)01 i America, that paper sent to Aus-
tralia, part-torn off (as we should say, aceidentally),
for the parcel dispatehed to Ingland, and, after all
its \\‘nnderins;’:. conveyiug the message of salvation
to that woman's soul.  God’s word shall not return
unto him vold.”— Cheistiar Witness.

[ ——

The Keod of the Day.

M. MeG. Daxa, D. D:, in an article.in the Con-
gregationalist, says that the greatest need of the
church now is men,—men who are sirong. carnest,
and conseerated.  Speaking of the influence of per- -
gonal talent and erergy in reformatory work, he
ctaims that “an able . earnest, and cifective pleachm
will-do more to prev vt erime and preserve erder i
2 district than any number of nmr;is{ratos and police "
officers.” e closes liis articlo by saying i— -

“Had. we wen, the woney to send them any
whither, where oppor!unitv and need invited, would
not be wanting. e are rich enough as ﬂmmfms
in property ; the poverty of the chureh. is in men,
Tt is this fact that all disciples of Christ should con-
gder, and for men of heroism and #act, fitted for the
syanigelism of she hour e vify wnd oy, it honte

and abroad, litt their united; carnest prayer.”
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Tl Toome Givede,

AFTER A LITTLE WIHILE.

THERE is a strange, sweeb solace in the thought
That all the woes we suffer here betow
May, as a dark and hideous garment wrought
. For us to wear, whether we will or no,
Be cast aside, with a relieving smile, .
After a little while,

No mortal roaming but hath certain,.end ;
) Though-far unto the ocean spaces gray
We sail and sail, without a chart for friend,
Above the sky line, faint and far away,
There looms at last the one enchanted isle,
After a little while, ’

Oh. when our cares come threnging thick and fast.
. With more-of anguish than the heart can bear,
Though friends desert, and, as the heedless blast,
~_ I’en love pass by us with a stony stare,
Let us withdraw into some ruined pile,
Or lonely forest isle,

’

And contemplate the never-ceasiig change,
Whereby the processes of God are wrought.
And from our petty lives our souls estrange,
Till bathed in currents of exalted thought,
We feel the rest that must our cares beguile
After a little while !
- —Golden IHours.

.
>

The Deacon’s Week, -

/

Tur communion service of January was just over
in’ the church at Sugar Hollow, and people were
waiting for Mr. Parkes to give out the hymn; but
he did not give it out; he laid his book down on
the table, and looked about on his church.

He was a man of simplicity and sincerity, fully
ih earnest to do his Lord’s work, and do it with all
his might, but he did sometimes feel discouraged.
It seemed sometimes to Mr. Parkes that nothing
Bbut the trump of Gabriel could arouse his people

. from their sins, and make them believe on the Lord
“and follow his footsteps. To-day—no, a long time
before to-day—he had mused and prayed till an idea
ook shape in his thought, and now he was to put
it in practice; yet he felt peculiarly responsible and
solemnized as he looked about him and forebsoded
the success of his experiment,. .

“My dear friends,” he said, “you all know,
“though I did not give any notice to that effect, that
this week is the Week of Prayer. I have a mind

to ask you to make it a weelk of practice instead.

I think we may discover some things, some of the
things of God, in this manner that a succession of
prayer-meetings would not perhaps so thoroughly
reveal to us. Now when I say this I don’t mean
to have you go home and vaguely endeavor to walk
straight in the old way; I wantyou to take ‘topics,’
as they are called for the prayer-meetings. Forin-
stance, Monday is prayer for the temperance work.
Try all that day to be temperate in speech, in act,
in indulgence of any kind that is hurtful to you.

" “The next day is for Sunday-schools ; go and visit
your scholars, such of you as are teachers, and try
to feel that they have living souls to save, Wednes-
day is a day for fellowship meetings; let us go and
see those who have been cold to us for-some reason,

‘heal up our breaches of friendship, confess our short-
¢omings one to another, and act as if, in our Mas-
ter’s words, ‘all ye are brethren.”

“Thursday is the day to pray for the family rela-
tion ; let us each try to be to our families on that
day in-our measure what the Liord ig to his family,
the church, remembering the words, ¢ Fathers, pro-
‘voke not your children to anger,” ¢ husbands, love
your wives, and be not bitter against them.’

“ Friday the church is to be prayed for. TLet us
.then each for himself try to act that day just as we
“think Christ, our great Bxemplar, would have acted

in our places. Let us try to prove to ourselves and
the world about us that we have not taken upon us
‘his name lightly orin vain, The next day is prayer-
day forthe heathen.and foreign missions. ~ Brethren,
you knew.and I know that there are heathen at our

doors: here; let every one of you whowill;-take that]
day to preach the-gospel to some one who does not!

-1 that you know not of lying in your midst. ,
the evening let us all meet here again, and choose
| some one brother to relate his experience of the week.

| records, Mr. Parkes, now I tell ye.”

Perbaps you will find work

hear it anywhere else.
And in

You who are willing to try this method, please to
rise.” ) '

Everybody rose except old Amos Tucker, who
never stirred, though his wife pulled at him and
whispered to him imploringly, He only shook his
grizzled head, and sat-immovable. .

, When the church assembled again,*the cheerful
eagerness was gone from their faces; they looked
downeast, troubled, weary—as the pastor expected.
When the box for ballots was™ passed about, each
one tore a bit of paper from the sheet placed in the
hymn-books for that purpose, and wrote on it a
name. The pastor said, after he had counted them,

¢ Deacon Emmons, the lot has fallen on you.”
~“I’'m sorry for’t,” said the deacon, rising up and
taking off his overcoat. ‘I ha'n’t got the best of

«That isn't what we want,” said Mr., Parkes.
“We want to know the whole experience of some
one among us, and we know you will not tell us either
more or less than what you did experience,”

Deacon Emmions was a short, thick-set man, with
a shrewd, kindly face and gray hair, who kept the
village store and had a well-earned reputation for
honesty.

<« Well, brethren,” he said, T dono why Ishouldn’t
tell it. I am pretty well ashamed of myself, no
doubt; but I ought to be, and maybe I shall profit
by what I've found out these six days back. T'll tell
you just as it came. I amn amazing fond of coffee,
and it a'n’t good for ne, the doctor says; “but it
does set a man up good, cold marnings, to have a
cup of hot, sweet, tasty drink., T knew it made me
what folks call nervous and I eall cross before night
comes ; so I thought I'd try on that Monday morn-
ing. I tell you it came hard! seemed as though 1
couldn’t eat my breakfast without it. I feel to pity
a man that loves liquor more’n T ever did in my life
before; but I feel sure they can stop il they try, for
I’ve stopped, and I'm a-going to stay stopped.

¢ Well, at dinner time there was another fight.
I do set by pie the most of anything, and the doc-
tor’s been talking and talking to me about eating
pie. I have the dyspepsia, and it makes me useless
by spells, and onreliable as a weathercock. And
Doctor Drake says'there won't nothing help me but
to diet. T was reading the Bible that morning while
I sat waiting for breakfast, and T come across that
part where it says that the bodies of Christians are
temples of the Holy Ghost, Well, thinks I, we
ought to take care of 'em if- they be, and see that
they're kept clean and pleasant, like the church ;
and nobody can be clean nor pléagant that has dys-
pepsia.  But come to pie, L felt as though I couldn’t!
and, lo ye, I didn’t! I eat a piece right against my
conscience. I tell ye my conscience made music for
me, and I said then I wouldn’t never sneer at a
drinking man when he slipped up. 1’d teel for him
and help him, for I see just how it was. So that
day’s practice gave out.

T started out the next day to look up my Bible-
class. ’Twould take the evening to tell it all'; bus
I found one real sick, and he was so glad to see me
that I felt ashamed. Seemed as though 1 heard
the Lord for the first time saying, “Inasmuch as ye
did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not
to me.” Then another man’s old mother says to me
before he came in from the shed, ¢ He’s been a saying
that if folks practiced what they preached, you'd ha’
come round to look him -up afore now; but he reck-
oned you looked down on mill hands. I'm awful
glad you have come.” Brethren, so was 7! T tell
you that day’s work did me good. I got a poor
opinion- of Josiah Emmons; but I learned more
about the Lord's wisdom than a month of Sundays
ever showed me.” ‘ o

A smile he could .not repress passed over” Mr.
Parkes’s earnest face. - The deacon had forgotten all
external issues in coming so close-to “the heart of
things’; ‘but the smile passed as he said, -
“Bro: Timmons; do ydu remember what the’ Mas-

ter said, ‘If ahy man will do His will, ha shall know

of the doctrine, whether it be of God 701' whether I
speak of myself’?”

“Well, it’s so,” answered the deacon, “it’s so right .

along. Why, I never thought so much of my Bible-
class nor took such interest in 'em as I do to-day—
not since I begun to teach. I b'lieve they’ll come
more reg’lar now, too.

“Now came fellowship-day. Ithought that would

be all plain sailing; seemed as though I'd got-

warmed up till I felt pleasant toward everybody ; so

I went around seeing folks and 'twas easy. But

when I came home at noon, Philury says, ‘Square

Tucker’s black bullis in the rrehard a-tearing round,

and he’s knocked two lengths of fence down flatV
Well, the old Adam riz up then.. That black bull
hag been a-breaking into my lots ever since we got
in the aftermath; and it’s Square Tucker’s fence,
and he won't make it bull-strong, as he’d cught to ;
and that orchard was a young one just coming to
bear, and all the new wood crisp as crackling with
frost. You’d better b'lieve I didn't have much fel-
low-feeling with Amos Tucker, I.just put over fto
his house and spoke up pretty free to him, when he
looked up, and says he, ¢ Fellowship meeting to-day,
a’n't it, deacon?’ -I’'d rather he’d slapped my face,
I felt as though I should like to slip behind the
door. I see pretty distinctly what sort of life I’d
been living all the years I'd been a professor, when
I couldn’t hold on to my tongue and temper one
day!” ' :

¢ Breth-e-ren,” interrupted a slow, harsh voice,
somewhat broken with emotion, ¢ 7’ll tell the rest
on’t. Josiah Emmons came around like aman and
a Christian right there, :
him, and not to think “twas the fault of his religion.
T think more of him to-day than I ever did before.
I was one that wouldn’t say I'd practice with the
rest of you. I thought 'twas nonsense.

He asked .mec to forgive

I’d rather .

go to forty-nine prayer-meetings than work at being -

good a week.
them that perish, and I leavevt behind to-day.

I believe my bope has been one of

I

mean to begin honest, and it was seeing one honest

Christian man fetched me round to’t.”
Amos Tucker sat down and buried his
head in his rough hands. : ) )
“Bless the Lord !” said the quavering tones of a
still: older man from a far corner of the house, and
many a glistening eye gave silent response.
“Go'on, Bro. limmons,” sald the minister,
J“Well, when next day came [ got up to make the
fire, and my boy Joe had forgot the kindlings.
opened my mouth, when it came over me that this
was the day of prayer for the family relation, I
thought I wouldn’t say nothing. I just fetched in
the kindlings myself, and when the fite burnt udp
good, I called wife, .
“¢Dear me!’ says she. ¢I’ve got such a head-
ache, Siah, but I'll come in a minute.’
mind that, for women are always having aches, and

grizzled

I'd-

I didn’t-

I was just a-going to say so, when I remembered the-

text about not being bitter against ’em, so I says,
¢ Philury, you lay abed.
can get the victuals to-day.’ I declare, she turned
over and give me such a look. There was my wife,
that had worked for and waited on me for twenty-
odd year, 'most sear’t because I spoke kind of feeling
to her, I felt a little meaner'n T did the day before.
But ’twant nothing to wy condition when I was

going toward night, down the cellar stairs for some -

apples, and I heard Joe up in the kitchen say to
Emmy, ¢ I do b’lieve, Fom, pa’s going to die.” ¢ Why,
Josiar Emmons, how youtalk I’ ‘Well, Ido; he’s
so everlasting pleasant and good-natured I can’t but
think he’s struck with death.’

I expect Emmy and me

“ T tell ye, brethren, I sat down on the cellar

stairs and cried. It seemed as thougl the Lord had
turned and looked at me, just as he did at Peter.
‘Why, there were my own children had never seen

me act real fatherly and pleasant in all their lives. -
I'd growled and scolded and prayed at’em, and tried-

to fetch em ‘up just as the twig is bent the tree’s
inclined; ye know ; ‘but I.hadn’t never thought that-

they'd & right to ‘expect I'd do my part as well as

they theirs, "Seemed ag though I was finding out
tmore about Jogiah Hrmmong’s shortcomings than

was real agreeable.
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“ The next day I got back to the store. TI'd left
it to the boys the early part of the week, and things
was a little cutering; but I did have sense not to
tear round and use sharp words. T began to think
twas getting easy to practice after five days, when
in came Judge Herrick’s wife after some curt’in
ealico. I had ahan'some piece, but there was a fauls
in the weaving., She did’nt notice it, but she was
pleased with the figure, and said she’d take the whnle
piece. Well, just as [ was wrapping it up, what
Mr. Parkes here sald about trying to act just as the
Lord would in our place, came across me. Itmade
me all of a tremble. *Mis’ Herrick,” says I, «I
“don’t believe you've looked real close at this goods ;
‘taint thorough wove. 8o she didn't take it ; but
what troubled me was to think how many times I'd
done such mean, onreliable little things to tun a
penny, and all the time saying and praying that I
wanted to be like Christ. And Ikepta-tripping
myself up all day, just in the ordinary business.. .

«“ This morning I felt a mite more cherk, 'Twas
,mlssmnary morning, and scemed as if "twas a sight
“easier to preach than to practice. I thought F'd be-
“gin to old Mis’ Vedder’s, So I puta Testament in
my pocket and knocked at lier door.  Says I, Good
mornin,” ma’am. We don’t see you to mueting
very frequently. Mis’ Vedder.

" “¢No, you don’t, says she, as quick as a ivink,
¢ I stay to home and mind my business.’

“¢'Well, we should like to have you come along

" with us and do ye good,” says I, sort of cenciliating.

“¢Look a here, deacon,’ she snapped, ¢ I've lived
_alongside of you fifteen years, and you knew I never
went to meeting ; we a’n’t a-pious lot, and you knew
‘i, Jim drinks and swears, and Malviny dono her

_letters. She knows a heap she hadu’t ought to, be-
sides. Now what are yow a-coming here to-day for,
I'd like to know, and talking so glib about meeting 7
Go to meeting ! T'll go or come just as I please for

“all you. Now get out o’ this I

“Why, she came at me with a broomstick,
There wasn’t.no need of it; what she said was

~enough. I hadn’i never asked her or hers to so much
as think of goodness before. Then [ went to an-
other place just like that ; there were ten children
in rags, th8 whole of them, and the man lalf drunk,
He give it to me, too; and I don’t wonder. I'd
never lifted a hand to serve nor save ’em before in
all these years. I couldn’t face another soul to-day,
brethren, I came home,and herec T am,. T'vebeen
séarched through and through, and found wanting.
God be merciful to me a sinner!”

“He dropped into his seat, and bowed his head ;
and niany another bent, too, It was plain that the

deacon’s experience was not the only one among the |

.“brethren, Mr. Parkes rose, and prayed as he had
never prayed before; the week of practice had fired
"his heart too. And it began a miemorable year for|
the church in Sdgar Hollow ; not a year of excite-

* ment or enthusiasm, but one when they heard their
Lord saying, as to Israel of old, ¢ Go forward,” and
they obeyed his voice. . The Sunday-scliool flourished,
the church services were fully attended, every good
thing was helped on its way, and peace rcigned in
their homes and hearts, imperfect, perhaps, as new
growths are, but still an offshoot. of the peace that
passes understanding.  And another year they will
keep another week oi practice, by common consent
— Congregationalist.

—

‘ DVDRY solitary kind action that is done, the world
over, is working briskly in its own sphele to restore
the balance kebween rnight and. wrong.  Kindness
has converted morve shiners than either zeal, elo-
quence, or learning, and these tlivee nover converted
_any one, unless they were kind alsu.  The continual
‘senge whlch a kind heart has of its own necd of
. kiodness keeps it humble.” Perhaps an act of kind-
"+ ness never dies, but extends the invisible uudula-

“tions of its inflaence over the breadth of ceuturies.

— . W. Faber.

- - :
> . .

‘Our confidential friends have not so much to do |
in shapmg our lives as have the thouOhts which we
~ harbm

P

gxmm - Temperance,

Don’t Stimunliate the Young.

Ir you give to a healthy man of twenty, who has
never tasted it, a eup of either tea or cotfee, it will
keep him awake all night. . If you give to one who
las never drank fermented or distilled liquors, a
glass of ‘beer, wine, of weak whisky and water, it
will make hlm more or less dizzy, and perhaps give
him a headache. If you persuade one. who Thas
never smoked, to try a’'cigar, it will probably nause-

-ate hiin, and for a time make him severely sick.

Now, what is the conclusion from these facts?
Simply that tea, cffee, fermented and distilled liq-
nors, and tobacco are in their nature medicinal; are,
in brief, drugs, and that, at least-while the body is
growing, while it still has a superabundance of vital
force, it does not nced cither the preservative prop-
erties of tea or coffee,or the digestiveand tonicones of
wine, beer, or brandy. or the soothing power of to..
bacco, to ];eep it in health and well- bemg but that,
on the contrary, when: the youthfnl qyctem is in its
natural state and either is offered it, disturbance,
more or less pronounced, is the result.

What terrible responmbihly,, then, . do mothers
and fathers incur who from babyhood allow their
little children to drink tea and coffee—nay,. before
the little things think of asking for it, tempt them
to sip it out of theu own tea-spoon !-—Boston Post.

R - —
Rl

¢ l’garettes\'.

Cieanerrus arelargely used by boys; but cigar-
ette smolers, botht young and old, usually regard
with skepticism the statement made by physicians
concerning the evil consequences of the habit. The
smokers say that their cigarettes are made of the
“ purest Virginia ;” bntif they want to know what
this ¢ purest Virginia” is, they should read what a
large manafacturer of tobacco said to a New York re-
porter.  +“The qunnnty of drugs used in cigarettes
is appalling,” he doclape o - anld the cnnmoneat of
these is valertan and tinciure of opium.- Anexperi-
enced tobacconist can detect the presence of valerian
by the smdl ‘The drug imparts a sweet, soothing
effect, that in a little time obbains a faseinatbi ng con=
trol over thesmoker., ' 'The more cigarcttes he sinokes,

thie more he desires w smoke, just as is the case

with one who uses opium. The desive grows into a
passion, The smoker becomes a slave to the ener-
vating habit.

«“ By the use of drugs 1t is possible: to make a
very inferior quality of tobacco pleasant.  Cigarettes
are put on the market at such a price *hat the poor-
est_can easily procure them, and boys go in swarms
for them.”

« What isrthis Havana flavoring that is so much
used 77

“ Tt is made from:the tonca bean, which contains
a drug called mellolotis, a deadly poison, seven
grains being sufficient to kill a dog. It has become
quite an article of commerce, and is e(tenbwely used
in the nianufacture of cigarettes.”

“Does the paper wrapper of a mgawtte add a
-great deal to its injuriousness?”

“Certainly. There are three sorts of paper in
common use, made respectively from cotton, from
linen rags, and from rice straw. Cotton paper is
made chleﬂy in Trieste, Auatua., anl the linen and
rice paper in Paris,

“The first, manufactured from the filthy scrap-
ings of rag pickers, is bought in large quantities by
ﬂle manufacturers, who turn it into a pulp, and sub-
ject it to a bleaching process to make it puuentablo

“The Hme and other substauces used in bleaching
have a very harmful effect upon the membranes of
the throat and nose.
~ “Qotton paper is so cheap that a thousand
cigarettes can be wmpped at the cost of only two
ceuts. Rice papenis rather expensive.
nized paper is also manufactured.

«“It is common ;pwpet saturated with tobacco in

J-such a way as toi

imitate the - veins of” the tobapco

| cigareties.

" sion of admhation

wmorrow it will be as you are now.

Tobacco-.

leaf very nearly. It is used m making all tobacco
Axsenical preparations arve also used
in bleaching cigarette papers, and oil of creasote is
produced uaturally as a consequence of combustion.
The latter is very injurions to the throat and lungs,
and ‘s said to accelerate the development of con--
sumption in any one predisposed to the disease.”—
Youth's Companion. :

<
i

“ Playing Fool.”

Ax industrious young shoe-maker fell into the.
habit of spending much time at a saloon near by.
One by one custoniers began to desert him. When
hig wife remonstrated with him for so neglecting his
work for the saloon, he would carelessly reply, ¢« Oh,
T've just been down a little while playing pool.”-
His little two-year-old caught the refrain, and would
often ask, ¢ Isyou goin’ down to play fool, papa 7”
Smith tried in vain to correct the word. The child
persisted in his own pronunciation, and day by day
he accosted his father with, ““Has you been playin®
fool ?”  This made a deep i impression on the shoe-
maker, as he realized that the question was being
answered in the falling off of Lis customers and the
growing wants of the household.

He resolved again and again to quit the pool
table, but weakly allowed the passion of play to hold
him a long time, Finally he found himself out of
work, out of money, and out of flour.  Sitting on his
bench one afternoon, idle and despondent, he was
heard to exelaim, ¢ No work again to- duy, what
T'm to do I don’t know.” ¢ Why, papa,” prattled
the baby, “can't you run down and play fool some
more 7" ¢ Oh, hushi { you poor child,” groaned his
fatlier, shame-stricken. «That’s just the trouble,
papa has played fool too much already.”” But he
never played it agdin, and to- day his home is
comfortable and happy once more. —1 emperance
Revzew

|
Packing the Lungs with Air,

Dere breathing and holding of the breathris an
item of importance. Persons of weak vitality find
an uninterrupted succession of deep and rapid res- -
pirations so distressing that they arve discouraged
from persevering in the exercise. Lot such persons
take into the lungs as mueh aiv as they can at a
breath and hold it as long as they can; they wilk
find a grateful sense of relief in the whole abdom-
inal ‘region. Practice will increase the capacisy of
the lungs and the ability to hold the breath.

After a time the art of packing the lungs may be
learned. This is done by taking and holding the
long breath and then forcing more air down the
trachea by swallows of air. The operation may be
described by that of afish’s month in water. To
those who have never learned, it will be surprising -
to what an extent the lungs may be packed. Cau- .
tion ab first is needful, but later practice will
warrant large use of the treatment. The whole
thoracic and abdominal cavities will receive famed-
iate -benefit, and continuance, with temperance in
eating, good air and right exercise, will bring wel-
come improvement.— Herald of Heulth. :

R P N

gl ' Cuvier on Tight-Laeing.

Tur great naturalist, Cuvier, was walking one
day with a young lady, who was a vicbum of tight
lacing, in a public garden in Paris. A lovely blos-
som upon an elegant plant drew from her an expres- .
Looking at her pale, thin face,
¢ You were hl\e this ﬁowel onge; to-
Next day he
led her to the same spot and the beautiful flower
was dying. She asked the cause. * This plant,”
replied Cuvier, “is an image of yourself. I will
show you what is the matter with it.” He pointed
to a cord bound tightly around’ the -stem and said,
“You are fading away exactly in the same manner

under the compression of your corset, and you are
losing by degrees all your youthtul charms, just be-
cause you have not the courage to resist the danger—

Cuvier said,

‘ous faghion.”— Washington Republic,



62

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vou.-2, No. 4.

- Dille Stadent,

THE BIBLE.

Wi scarch the world for truth ; we cull
The good, the pure, the heautiful,
From graven stoue and written seroll ;
From old flower-fields of the soul,
- And weary scekevs of the best,
We come back laden from the quest,
To find that all the sages said
Is in the book our mothers read;
And all our treasures of old thonght
In his harmonious fullness wrought,
Who gathers in one sheat complete
The scattered blades of God’s sown wheat,
The common growth that maketh good
His all-embracing Fatherhood. -
’ - —Whittier.

~ v

Synopsis of the Present Truth.—No. 4.

THE BELLY AND SIDES OF

Leavive for a while the empire of Persia, we turn
our attention to that instrument by which this em-
pire was subverted, and upon its ruins another, a
“1third kingdom, erected, which bore rule over all the
iearth.  God had declared by the mouth of the
-iprophet two hundred and seventy-two years before
_ b happened, that a third kingdom should be erected
“tapon- the ruins of the sccond ; and we, from our later
“standpoint, have the privilege of tracing the histor-
- {ical steps by whiclt it was aceomplished.

. Alexander the great was born at Pella in” Mace-
donia, 5. ¢. 8356, This prince and Darius the Per-
sslan were the two principal actors on the stage when
_ithe empire of the world for the second time exchanged
“hands.  Of the history of the Greeks therefore, their
“igradual growth, their wars with the Persians, ete.,

BRASS.

“iprevious to Alexander's time, we need not particu-

Jarly speak further than this:—

“Philip, king of Macedon, the father of Alexander,
; giaving overthrown the Thebans and Athenians in
-in great battle at ‘Chaeronea, made himself thereby
-in a manner lovd of all Greece; and therefore call-
~ ing together at Corinth an assembly of all the Gre-
" ¢clan eities and states, he there caused himself to De
“chosen captain-general of all Gréece for the carrying
“pn of a war against the Persians, and made every
city to be taxed at a certain number of men, which
pach of them was to send and maintain in this ex-
_pedition.” But being slain by one of his guards
the next year, just as he was ready to set forward,
‘EAle_xa(nder,, his-son, sncceeded him in the kingdon,
. being then twenty yearsold.. Hesooncalled a gen-
_eral conneil of all Giieece to meet again at Corinth,

-1 or the Strait of the Dardanelles,

and there prevailed with them to be chosen also the
successor of his father in the same general command
which they had conferred on him before his death,
for a war against the Persians.

Having by the next spring got together his forces,
which, according to the highest account, amounted
to no more than thirty thousand foot and five thon-
sand lorse, he eommenced, with this small number,
his daring carcer agaiust the throne of Persia. His
progress perhaps cannot be better shown than in the
following brief synopsis of his course, Ziven by
Rollin +— :

“ Alexander set out from Macedonia, whiclh ispart
of Turkey in Europe, and crossed the Hellespont,
He crossed Asia
Minor (Natolia), where he faught two battles, the
first at the pass of the river Granicus, and the second
near the city of Issus.  After this second battle, he
entered Syria and Palestine ; wentinto Bgypt, where
he built Alexaudria on one of the arms of the Nile ;
advanced as far as Libya, to the temple of Jupiter
Amwon ; whence he returned back ; arrived at Tyre,
and from thenice marched towards the Fuphrates.
He crossed that river, then thé Tigris, and gained
the celebrated victory of Arbela, possessed himself
of Babylon, the capital of Babylonia, and Tcbatana,
the chief. city of Media. From thence he passed
into Hyrcania. to the sea which goes by that nanie,

| otherwise called the Caspian Sea, and entered Parthia,

Drangiana, and the country of Paropamisus. He
afterwards went into Bactriana and Sogdiana, ad-
vanced as far as the river Iaxarthes, called by Q.
Cartius the Tanais, the farther side of which is in-
habited by the Scythians, whose country forms a
part of great Tartary. :

“Alexander, after having. gone through various
countries, crossed the river- Indns, entered India
which lies on this side the Ganges and forms part of
the grand Mogul’s.empire, and advanced very near
the river Gianges, which he also intended to pass,
had not his army refused to follow him., He there-

fore contented himself with marching to view the

ocean, and went down the river Indus to its mouth.

“HFrom Macedonia to the Ganges, which river
Alexander nearly approached, is computed at leas
cleven hundred leagues. Add to this the various
turnings in Alexander’s marches; first, from the ex-
tremity of Cilicia, where the battle of Issus was
fought, to the temple of Jupiter’ Ammon in Libya;
and his returning from thence to Tyve, a journey of
three hundred leagucs at least, and as niuch space
at least for the windings of his route in different
places; we shall find that Alexander, in less than
cight years, marched his army upwards of séventeen
hundred leagues [or move.than fifty-one hundred
miles ] without including his return to Babylon.”—
Ancient History, b. xv. sec. 2.

. Ptolemy the Egyptian astronomer begins the

reign of Alexander over the East with the building |

of Alexandria, B. ¢, 832 but it was not till the
batile of Arbela, the year following, that he became,
according to Prideaux, “absolute lord of that empire
to the utmost extent in which it was ever possessed
by the Persian kings.” On the eve of this engage-
ment, Daring sent ‘ten of his chief relations to sue
for peace, for which he had twice sought in vain be-
fore ; and upon their presenting their conditions to
Alexandgr, he replied, ¢ Tell your sovereign .
that. the world will not permit two suns, nor two
sovereigns ! Let him therefore choose, éither to sur<
render to-day or to fight to-merrow.”  Such-was the
indomitable pride and haughtiness by which he was
governed.  Having assembled his general officers,
and requested then: to represent to.the soldiers that
they were to fight on this occasion, not for Pheenicia
or.Igypt only, but for all Asia, and that the whole
empire hung upon the issue, he led them against the
army of Darins, and gave him an irreparable over-
throw.. Darfus hereon fled towards Media, and was
shortly alter traitorously slain by his attendants.
Thus ended the reign of Darius, and with-it the
Persian empire, after it had continted {rom the talk-
ing -of .Babylon by Cyrus two hundred and seven

Alexander, after his conquests in the far East
mentioned above by Rollin, returned to Babylon.
‘While he remained there, which was nearly the space
of a year, he gave himself wp to the pleasures, lux-
uries, and drunkenness of the place, till at length he
drank himself into a fever, of which, in a few days
after, he died, . ¢. 828,  After his dcath, he hav-
ing left no heir, great confusion arose about the
succession. The governments of the empire were at
length divided among the chief commanders of the
‘army, who-took at first the name. of governors, but
finally that of kings.  Soon after they were settled
in their provinces, they warred among themselves,
till, after some years, all weve destroyed but four;
Cassander, who lad- Macedon and Greece in the
west ;3 Lysindachus, who had Thrace and the parts
of Asia on the Hellespont and Bosphorus in the
north ; Ptolemy, who had Lgypt, Libya, Arabia,
Palestine, aud Ceele-Syria in the south ; and Seleu-
cus, who had Syria and all the rest of Alexander’s
dominions in the east. : u. s,

D
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The Wages of Sin.

“The wages of sin 18 death,” declares the apostle
in Rom. 6:28. That cannot mean endless tor-
ment; for endless tornient implies endless life, or
existence. An ever-burning hell-will not always
exist; for there is coming a time when all the
universe will praise God (Rev: 5:18); when there
shall be no more pain or death (Rev. 21 :4) ; when
there shall be no more curse. Rev.22:3. ¢« Death,”
the wages of sin, must mean just what the word
implies, ¢ cessation of life ;” and the punishment
of the wicked is completed when they cease to
exist, .This is evident -from another consideration.
Inspiration declares that God will reward every one
according to his works. But if cndless misery is
the doom of the wicked, it can never be executed.
The sentence can mever be carried out: for after
billions of -ages have rolled their round; an end-
lessness of cycles still lies before, and the words of
“the Bible are proved untrue, impossible of fulfil-
“ment, But God’s plan is not thus inconsistent.
Lite, e dless life, will be given to the faithful ; and
death, endless death, will be the doom of -the
jimpenitent and unfaithful. The first—the life—"
-will never cecase; the sceond—the death—will
t know no resurrection. God’s universe will again
Le clean, Lis works * very good,” and Christ our
king will reign forever.—Present Truth.

i,
<

' Historical Facts as tp When the Sabbath was Changed.
!THE CATHOLIC CHURCH DID CIHANGE TIIE SABBATH.

Wirtiax PryswnE, a celebrated Euglish divine,
thus quotes and comments upon the 29th canon of
the Council of Liaodices, a, n. 364 :— )

“ Because Christians ought not™to Judaize, and -
,to rest in the Sabbath, but to work -in that day
' (which many did at that time refuse to do). DBut
'prefetring in honor the Lord’s day (there being
then a great controversy among Christians which
of these two days should have precedency), if they
“desired. to rest, they should do this as Christians.
! Because if they shall be found to Judaize, let themr
be accursed “by Christ. The seventh-day Sabbath-~

1was solemnized by Christ, the apostles, and primi-

tive Clristians, till the.Laodicean Council did in
a mianner quite abolish the observation of it. . . . .
The Coungil of Loadicea, a. n. 364, first settled
the observation of the Lord’s day, and prohibited -
the keeping of the Jowish Sabbath under an
anathema,”— Dissert. on Lord’s Day, p. 82.

“ Ques. Have you any other way of proving that
the Church has power to institute festivals of pre-
cept ? .

“ Ans. Had she not such power, she could not
have done- that in which all modern religionists
agree with her—=she could not have substituted. the
observauce of Sunday, the first day of the week;
for the observance of Saturday, the seventlhi day, a
change-for which there is no Scripture authority.’—

-Doctrinal. ( Catholic ) -Cateclism,
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Antiquity of the Scriptiu'es.
Frw of us ever stop to think how old the «Bible
Yet “the Seriptures arc believed by candid

is.

critics to coutain the most ancient forms of truth |

now known to men.”  With the aid of chronological
tables, any onc may casily malke profitable compar-
isoris between the antiquity of the Book and that of
wther writings and events.  The Seriptures contain

the only authentic history of the world before the |

flood. We find in the Pentateuch one or two stan-
mag of poetry composed in the antediluvian period.
The Hebrew statutes were enacted a thousand years
before Justinian reformed the Ryman jurisprudence.
Tn the Bible we lLave the record of chartered rights
secured to the people more than two thousand years
before Maguna Chara.

* What a sensation would be produced if the first
chapter of Glenesis should appear for the first time
in one of our newspapers to-morrow! Yet there
can.be no doubt-that that chapter contains the old-
est writing, twenty-five handred years before the
invention of printing. Xenophon's record of the
conversation of Socrates, in his Memorabilia, seems
an old bool to ug; yet similar topics were diseusged
in Tecclesiastes six hundred years before. The
works ‘of Tacitus, Plutarch, and Quintilian are not
modern ; yet the books of the New Testament are
older than they. :

As to the book of Job, its age is beyond conject-
ure. ‘Those wlo make it as modern as they can
are compelled to place itsorigin atleast one thousand
years bofore Towmer. When Priam was king of
Troy, Job was.of remote antiquity. The name of

Alexander has no modern sound to us; yet when |
Alexander invaded Syria, the book of Job might

have been road before hint as the work of anl author
more thue-honored than the name of Alexander is
now. ‘ 2
The writings of Confuciug are modern: compared
with most of the Bible; and the most: that the

Hindoos can. justly claim for their sacred*booksy

the Vedas, is that they weve written five hundred
years alter the death of Moses.
ook fresh from the press compared with the Script-
ures —Dr, Upson.

.
~ -3

Everlasting Punisliment,

«You do not believe in everlasting punishment,”
gays an objector, “yet the Bible teaches it.” But
we do lhelicve in it, because of that very reasou.
Says our Saviour, “These shall go away into ever-
lasting punishment.” Matt. 25 :46. But what is
this “everlasting punishiment”? Shall we believe
‘what & Rome-~taught theology teaches or what In-
‘spiration teaches? The former declares that it
means eternal life in misery, o “death that never
dies,” never-ending torment. - Inspiration declares
that the wicked-<shall be as though- they had not
been” (Obadial 16); that “evil doers shall bo cat
offy” that they **shall not be” and their place shall
not be; that they “shall perish,” “shall consume,
into smoke shall they consume away;” that ““the
transgressors shall be destroyed together; the end
of the wicked shall be cut off” (Ps. 87:9, 10, 20,
88); “that they shall be stubble,” burned up root
and branch (Mal. 4:1); shall be «“ burned” as dried
branches (John 15:6); “shall not see life”—ever-
lasting life (John 8:36); “whose end is destruc-
tion” (Phil. 3:19); that « the wages of sinis death”
(Romn. 6 :23). Such, the Bible declares, is the pun-
ishment, the due reward, of those who do not do.
God’s will. Tt is everlasting punishment; bub that,
"Paul declares, means “everlasting destruction.” 2
Thess. 1:9.
death is everlasting, the “second death,” from which
there is no resurrection. Punishment is takea to
mean punishing; but the word of God says, “de-
struction.” 'This we Delieve.

-
-

" Ix each act of holiness there lies a liability. to
pride unless wo exercise almost supernatpral watch-
fulpess and humility and dependence on God.
«'Watch and pray ” is the only security:

The Koran is a.

The punishment is death, and that |

- Wews  Swmmary,

-Secular,

Last year, England and Wales expended £12,000,000
for the relief of paupers.

Russia hag annonunced that she will no longer
erned by the treaty of Berlin.

The State of Florida has a new Coustibution, which
provides for local prohibition.

The natives of Livingstohia, Africa, last year bought ten

be gov

tous of soap, not to promote cleanliness, but as an article’

of diet. .

The English Admiralty have reported in favor of ad-
vising shipmasters to pour oil ot the waves during storms
at sea. )

Seveuty sheriffs of Iowa have given their- unanimous
testimony, that the prohibitory law of that State has de-
creased court business 50 per cent,

It is said that in asingle province in Germany, nearly
12,000 widows and over 22.000 children were thrown on
public charity by the Franco-Prussian War.

Nine of the prisoners aecused of coraplieity in the recent
insurrectionary movement in Bulgaria have been sentenced
to death, and a considerable number to penal servitude.

During 1886, eight peaks of the Alps, litherto con-
sidered inaccessible. were ascended by adventurous parties;
but cleven persons lost their lives in climbing, ten being
killed and one frozen to.death. .

The tunnel under the river Severn in Eugland has heeu
opened for passeuger traffic. Though it is +jmiles’long,
the ventilation ig said to' be perfect. There are only four
longer tunnels in the world.,

“Fhe United States House of Representatives has passed
a bill dealing with the Indians as individuals instead of as
trihes, and giving to each of these wards of the nation his
own portion of land, withan inalienable right for 25 years.

_ In India, sugar in it coarse state, called *goor,” has
Veen used from time immemorial as an ingredient ih mor-
tab. Masonry cemented with this mortar has been known
to defy evety effort of pick and shovel, and to-yield only
to blasting, . ’

Not long ago, a Krupp gun weighing 121 tons, the
largest cannon that has ‘ever. been made, was shipped a¢
Antwerp for ~Spezzia, . Extensive orders have been
texecuted. in Kiupp's works for the ltalian Government.
A special service, whigh the Queen will attend, is to be

' held in Westminster Abbey on the 21st of June in honor

of her Majesty’s Jubilee; Itis also said that the day is
to be made a general holiday. - g
China, with from 300,000,000 to 500,000,000 inhabitants,

1 100,000,000 copies.

Religious,

Henry Ward Beecher, the celebrated American preacher,.
died March 8, aged 73 years.

The New Jewish Theological Seminary in New York’
City was formally opened on the 26th of December,

At-a mecting in the United States, General Booth said
that the Army is preparing to move on China, Italy, and
other places. o .
- One plan proposed for celebrating the Queen’s jubilee
is the abolishing of Sunday labor in the comntry post-
offices of the kingdom. . X

Tl}e Yale Theological Seminary at New Haven, Con-
nccticut, U8, A.; has students from Wales, Switzerland,
Turkey, Japan, and Canada. ’

The London Baptist is quoted as saying that Mr, Spur-

geon’s sermons are more in demand among the Woglish-
ritualistic clergy than those of any other preacher, '
_ Sir Charles Atehison, Lieutenaut-Govevnor of the Pun-
jab, Northern India, has added his testimony to the value
of missionary work as a civilizing and Christianizing -
ageney. ‘

_Cardinal Jacobini, late Pontifical Secretary of State, .
died at Rome on the 28th of February, at the age of 55
years. Cardinal Rampalla has been appointed as his sne-
Cessor. B :

There are now eight steamers in the'service of mission
of different Boards in various parts of Africa ; and Bishop
Taylor is calling for yet another to aid in planting his
missions on the Upper Congo.

Nearly all of the £200,000 necessary for the endowment
of the new Roman Catholie university at Washington, U.
8. A, has already been subscribed. and ground will soon
be broken for the eréction of buildings. .

The population of the world is about 1,450,000,000. -
During the present centary, the Bible, or some part of it,
has been made available to 630,000,000, and there are still
800,000,000 in total ignorance of the Holy Secriptures.

In 1804, therc were probably not more than 5,000,000

'Bibles in the world. Since that time, the British and

Foreign Bible Society has printed and sent out more than "
The socicty found only about 50
translations ; it has sent out the Bible, or some portion of
it, in over 260 langnages.

The editor of the New York Independent asked Cardinal
Gtibbons of Baltimore o statc his views of Christian unity.
The Cardinal has replied, saying that there can be no
nnion, except in submistion to the See of St. Peter and
the charch presided over by the pope. Separated from
that church, he can see only discord.

A large number of Probestant ministers attended the

meetings of the Army in New York while Genera! Booth
was there; on one occasion aminister introduced a resolue

is ambitious to take her place as a military power, wich | tion declaring that the institution known asthe Salvation

all the scientific appliances of modern warfare.

This is | Army is worthy of the vespect and support of clergymen

certainly not 4 pleasant prospect for France, perhaps not | generally, and it was unanimously adopted.
. ] - -

for any of her Western neighbors.

; . . i
The great increase of intemperauce in Switzerland has !

led the Government to assume.a monoply of the sale of
spirits. The retail pricd will be raised, and of the probable
annual profits of £400,000, £30,000 will be spent in effurts
to repress the abuse of intoxieating drinks. ) .

Paper bottles were patented in America in 1883.  Euro-
pean patents have been secured, and nos the controllers
of the patent intend to manufacture the boftles in large
quantities. They are one-third lighter than glass or stone
ware, and arc, on the whole, less liable to breakage.

Some Japanese gentlémen, including some of the pro-
fessors of Tokio Univergity, convinced that the education
of native women can be greatly improved, have decided
to found a college to bemnder the control of four English
women of the Church of Hngland. They are tointrodnce
Buglish methods of edueation, and are to be at liberfy to
proselyte to their faith. : . R

Tennessee has what 15 known as the three-mile law, a
law providing that no lfequor saloon shall be located with-
in three miles of any ipcorporated school; and incorpo-

rated schools are increasing so rapidly that Tennessce is fast |

becoming a temperance State. It is said that in some

towns of 3000 or 4000 inhabitants, it is impossible for a

stranger to geta drink 6f any intoxicant, C
A new gun invented by Lieutenant Zolinski of the

United States promises to be a very formidable aud de- [

structive weapon of wartare. Itiseight inchesin diameter,
and will fire shells containing 50 1bs. of blasting gelatine
a distance of two miles. -The United States Government
is to have several vesscls built possessing a speed of 19
kuots an heur, and carrying two Zolinski guns,

The Sydney Merning Herald reports that a mirage of
extraordinary clearness was seen from the deck of the
British India Company’s steamer Sirse during a recent
voyage from Calcutta to Syduey, When the Sirsa was
within 115 miles of Adelaide, the eity of Adelaide pre-
sented itself in the sky, and so distinctly that all the
churches and houses were plainly visible ; the sarf break-
ing on the shove was also very noticeable. - Aship in mid-
ocean was also seen ; her actual motion conld be discerned
with the greatest of casq, and strange to relate the Chingtu
passed this very vessel 4 few honrsafterwards. Thespe -

>

gelf upon the memories,of all who saw it.

tacle was a magnificent one, and indclibly fmpressed it--

mHE GREAT CONTROVERSY

BETWEEN ,
Christ and Satan from the Destruction of Jerusalem
to the End of Time.

BY MRY., E. G, WHITE,
Author of “The Life of Christ,” **Sketches from the Life of Paul,”
“Bible Sanctification,” and other popular works. .

9,000 COPIES SOLD IN FOUR MONTHS,

The period of history which it covers is one of deepest interestto
every Christian, and the fact that the closing chapters relate to the
presznt duty and the future experience of the people of God adds still
greater interest to the volume..

Harnest Christians of all denominations will find in itencourage-
ment and ingtruction in the delineation of the struggle maintained by
men raised up of God in each successive age to preserve the pureand
true religion, and they will see-that the world has becn ted to accept
one after another of Satan’s devices, till her teachers are corrupted
with false doctrines and with infidelity.

QOuer 500 pages. Price, Hlustrated, 8s

BIBLE ECHO, North Fitzroy, Victoria. .

SKETOHES OF THE LIFE OF PAﬁL.

BY MRS. E. . WHITE.
Author of Great Controversy, Life of Christ, Min-
istry of Peter, etc. .

A nicely bm;nd book of 334 pages ornamented in gold and black., -
The incidents in the life of the great apostle arc made 6 stand out in
great promience, and the reader cannot fail to be interested in the
subject, as treated by this anthor. Price, 2s. 6d.

EHE HOME OF THE SAVED,

- BY ELDER J, N, LOUGHBOROUGH.

GIVES the Bible evidence wpon the inferesting topic of the earth
made new, as the inheritance of the saints. 82 pp, Price, 6d.
. - . BIBLE ECHO,
North Fitzroy, Victoria.
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Tur last boat from America brings four more por-
sons, ‘Brother and Sister Baker and ‘Brother and Sister
Belden, who come to engage in the work in Australia.
We extend them a hearty welcome, and hope they may
be both useEul and prosperousm their new ficld of labor.

In consequence of :failing health, Eider dJ. 0. Corliss,
who has been connected with the Eomo as managing
editor, and has also been engaged in.evangelistic work
in the colonies, left Melbourne March 8, en route for
Avnerica. He was unable to continne in this issue the
‘articles begun last month in review of Mr. Merriman ;
but they will be resumed as soon as he is able to wnte
ithew, and forward to the office. We wish himself and
family a safe and pleasant voyage home, and hope to
ihear of his restoration to health, and continuel useful-
Iness in the cause of God.

Tug Seventh-day Adventist Year Book for 1887, just
ipubhshed is better by far than any that have preceded
It contains complete reports of the anniversary
meetmgs held in B;ﬁ\tle Creek, Michigan, U. S. A,
November 18 to Decentber 6, 1883 ; a complete direct-
ory of Seventh-day Adventist ministers and the offi-
cers of the (Gtemeral Conference, International Tract
Soclety, etc.; sketches of our various missions; and, in
ihort, a mass of information bearing on the history and
progress of the work. Will be for sale at this office.
Tiverybody wants it. ) ’

0w objection urged against the law of God is, that
there is no love in it. The law, says the objector, is a
stern and severe judge, and the ministration under it
was a ministration of denth. The Jews were under
ithe law, no one donbts that; but we are not under the
law, but under grace. But let us see liow a Jew under-
stood the law ; a Jew, too, who was a'doctor of thelaw,
fand bad been familiar with it all his life. Such a onc
icame to Jesus with the question, “What shall T do to
inherit eternal life ?* Jesus referred him to the law:
" What is written in the law? how readest thou?”
iAnd this man who should certainly be competent to
speak of the character of the law replied, “Thou shalt
"love the Lord thy God with all thy Leart, and with all
ithy soul, and with all thy stvength, and with all thy
‘mind ; and thy ueighbor as thyself.” The moral law
js binding upon all, both Jews and Gentiles; but noth-
Jing short of an obedience prompted by love is accept-
“able to God.

i SoME people seem to bave no patience at all with
the study of prophecy; they cannot divest themselves
of the idea that there is something wrong about it
They call it “prying into that which the Almighty has
" poncealed.” It seems to them to argue an unwarrant-
able curiosity, and a Jack of trust in the providence of
_$od, to try to learn from the prophetic word something
of events that are to transpire ia the future, instead of
Wwaiting for them to be developed in their due tine and
brdel These forget that the design of prophecy is nog
o conceal, but toreveal. Amos says: “Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, bat he 1evealetl his secret  unto
‘his servants the prophets.” Chap: 8:7. Moses says:
“Those things which ave revealed belong unto us and
o our children forever) Deut. 29:29. And at the
_ yery opening of the Revelation, confessedly one of the
most obscuré and mystical of the prophetic books, we
find the announcement: “Blessed is he that readeth,
ind they that hear the words of thisprophecy7 and keep
hose -things which are written therein.”  Wé are
iourneymg toa “better country, even a heavenly,” and
] fhe Bible is our guide book. How could it warn us of
(ﬂangers, point out special duties, and tell us where we
_ dre inthe stream of time, if we could n.,t understand
'évhat it says? . S ,

| mectings will be held,

T tent-mcetings at Daylesford, condncte.l by Elder
M. C. Israel, closed March 18, There is a good little
cowpany of substantial Sabbath-keepers there. A* Sab-
bath-school has heen organized, and regular Sabbath
The tent is now at Trentham,
where meetings wer. to be commence.l on the eveniag
of Marehr 16, Two meetings have been held in the
Mechanics’ Institute, both of which were well attended.
The prospect seems favorable, and we expect to hear a
good report of the work in Trentham.

TrE prospect for war of peace still continnes to be
the great burden of Epropean news. At one time an
immediate outhreak seeins inevitable, and then the fires
smoulder, Harly in the present month, Bulgaria was
the scene of an artmed revolt, incited by Russian agents.
Nine of the conspirators were sentenced to death, and
the sentence was exceuted, notwithstanling Russin's
indignant_protest. Then Russia announced that she
would no longer he bound by the Berlin treaty, bnt
wauld resume independent action in Huropean affairs.
On the 9th inst. the newly elected Gterman Ruichstag,
by a large majority, voted the Governmeut the coveted
41,000 men to reinforce the by no means sinall anny of
that country. And now, with Hurope one vast camp
and bayonets glistening everywhere, the nations are
londly protesting that their policy is peaceful. The
following, from the Standard, states the case well:—

It is the permanent factors of the European situation
that are the grave ones. It is this that makes
the present condition of FKurope worse in some respects
than actual war,
now would prevent war hereafter, there are no sacri-
fices they would not muke. -But the daily expectation
of war is rapidly ruining every eontinental nation, and
paralyzes the commerce of peaceful people, and "that
without the compensation of avmdmg ivar in the end.

Or the new work entltled “Mistorical” Sketehes of
the Forelgn Missions ot the Seventh ~day Adventists,”
recently issued from the publishing honse at Basel,
Switzerland, the Signs of the Times says:—

It starts out with a full account of the Central Euro-
pean Mission, written by Elder B. L. Whitney, taking
up the lnstm) of the worl from the very commence-
ment, and tracing it down to the present time. Then
follows a history of the Scandinavian Mission, by Elder
J. G. Matteson; ofthe British Mission, by Elder M. C.
Wilcox ; of the Australinn Mission,
Haskell ; reports of missionary councils, ete. After
this there are several p) actical addresses delivered by
Mrs. B. &, White to the Swiss Conference and the Cen-
tral Buropean Missionary Councils.

A very interesting portion of the book is the “notes
ol travel” by Mrs. K. G. White. This givesanaecount
of her trip from California to Switzerland, and her visit
to Scandinasia and Northern Italy, graphically portray-
ing her visit to the Waldensian Valleys, where so many

taithful enes sacrificed their lives in defense of the
truth,

Tilder L. R. Conradi gncs an interesting account of
his visit to Russia, and the difficnlties he encountered
there.

Besides tlu‘ large number of illustrations representing

our misstons, pubhqhmg houses, and views of a general.

character, there dre four excellent maps, showing the
lTocation of chiurches and campanies of Sabbath-keepers
in Europe, Australia, and New Zéaland. The maps
alone are worth the price of the book.

The work will soon be on sale at this office.

A tERnIBLY accident occurred near Woodstock, New
Hampshire, February 5, While passing over a bridge,
part of a train was thrown from the track by a broken
tie, and four coaches fell over the abutment to the
frozen river from fifty to seventy-feet below,
The cars took five ; and many of the passengers, being
so penned in by the debris thut they could not be extri-
cated, were burned to death. About sixty lives were
lost. ‘

Severs shocks of ear thquake were felt. 1n Southern
France and Northern [taly, February 23. Diano- Mm-
ino, Italy, with several adjoining villages, was com-
plete]v destroyed. Tt is cstimated that in” Northern
Italy alone, ﬁfteen hundled _persons peushed

-t has made ns many friends.

If people could feel that’ patience |it.

by Tider 8. N,

7 New Zealand.

T s five weeks sirice our last report fo the Ecuo;
and’ dunng this timeé our tent work has been un1131n]]y
interesting. Theatten lance has been as good asatany
previous thme, if not better. Our book sales have
ammounted to about £12, making: £24 since we began.
We look upon this as an evidence of a good interest.
When people buy so many books in these close times,
it shows that they are anxious to see wliether these.
things are true. Last evening & minister who has &at-
tended the most of the meetings, purchased tlie History
of -the Sabbath, Man’s Nature and Destiny, The Atone-
ment, and Great Controversy Vol. 4 Thus the people
are reading and talking.

We have had a little oppositi n, which has crea,ted
some interest. - One of the nnmstus preached a serimon
in favor of the first day as the Sabbath. We reviewed
it before w full tent. In two weeks he preached
another discourse, which we reviewed the following
night. This sceined to cause as mucl earnest thnught
as anything that has been done,

Bible truth is like everything else which has come
from God ; it grows more precious as we examine and
test it. It is like the rose; the inore men try to crush
it, the more they scatter its perfume. '

Our position as a people on the teinperance question
Just before the elections
in the different wards, I gave a temperance lecture from
Dr. Kellogg's charts. The people were so well pleased
with the principles that they requested 1ne to re-deliver
I did so before an audience of five hundred people.
They purchased between fifty andseventy-five packets
of. the temperance leaflets, and as a result we hear of
many who have discontinued the nse of varions injuri-
ous articles... Some have not used tobacco since. We

| know of whole families that have banislied tea from.

their tables. There is # strong temperance elemetit in
this city, who a™ doing a good work for the cause, and
they weleome the temperance principles of Seventl:-
day Adventists; Thave znengagement with the Presi-
dent of the work to give the lecture in the city hall,
which will accommodate fifteen- hundred people. We
are earnestly ;raying that God w111 thus open the way
for the truth to go.

" The leading daily paupers are a great helpto us. The
managers are very courteous ; I do not know that one
unkind word las yet appeared against.us. The re-
porters often call for locals. The Euening Star gave

‘nearly a column to the temperance lec.ure, and the

Herald would have done the same, had not the reporter
been called away from the tent. We believe the Lord
is helping us in this work.

There is a good interest in the Bible- leadlngs We
are expecting Sister M. Hare from Kaeo to join us this
week. It ig our desire to continue Bible-readings all
winter. The way is open for a good ‘work to be done
in this line. We knrow of some excellent people who
are deeply interested as the result of the readings.
The Sabbath meetings are well attended. Last Sab-
bath about fifty adults were present. We are not
able to say how many are keeping the Sabbath now.
We know of about twenty, and think there are more.
One young man, a photographer, is deeply interested
in ourbooks, and has fully decided to devote his time
to the canvassing work, He has been keeping the
Sabbath five weeks, All these things are evidences
to us that the Lord's hand is helping us. We expect
mote Lelp; for there are many earnest prayers going
to the throne of Gtod daily in our behalf,

Thechurch at Kaeo are of good courage. They doall
they can 4o help us, Bro. William Hare's house and
out-buildings were burned to the ground a few days
ago. We all feel for him. Bro. Edward Hare is
working far the Econo and Vol. 4 just now. I believe
he has obmlned between seventy-five and one hundred
yearly subscriptions for the Boro since I reported
last. ~ Our donations thus far amount to £6,

The weather is delightful, and we intend to continue
the mneelings as long as the attendance remains good,
and we can see that the people one after another are
yielding to the elaims of God.

Auckland, March 8,1887, A G. DANIELLS,

- Printed and publzéned by J. O. Corliss-and M, C. Israel, foi the In-.
‘ternational Tract and Migsionary Socjety, at the Echo Publishing
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