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COURAGE.

GREAT courage is not leagnel where all is calm ;

The life of pleasure cannot mould a noble soul.

He who would gain the mountain tops must toil and elimb,
Though elouds and darkness round his pathway roll.

The sunbeams could not paint the flowers of spring,
Or give them sweebness, without dew and rain ;
So'life to us would be a weak and useless thing,
Apart from trial and its hours of pain,

True couragg comes from victories won; ,

Tach contest streugthens for another, greater strife,
And vests the mind with more enduring power to run
The race that forms the noblest plan of life.

Tive nobly then, with purpose firm and true;

Meet trials faithfully, and fearless as they come,
Though end and object hidden deep from finite view,
They're cloudssteps, leading upward to thy home.

- ealdshury Callege, Culifornic. R. HARE.

Ghomerad  Qaticles,

The Character Aceeptable to God.

BY MRS, K. G, WUITE,

. “Who can understand his crrors ? Cleanse thou me from sccreb
fanlts, Keep thy servant also fram presumptuous sins; let themn not
have dominion over me, Then shall I be npright, and Ishall be in-
nocent from the great transgro:sion. Let the woids of niy mouth,
‘and the meditation of my heart, be acoeptable in thy sight, O Lord,
my strength and my redeemer.”

No maN can gain eternal life without holiness ;
hence the question of deepest interest with each of
us should be, “ Am I meeting the requirements of
‘God? Am I doing his will? Am I forming a char-

-acter ‘that he can approve 7’ And wheie shall we
find the will of God expressed, except in the moral
law, that law which has becn given to us as the
standard of righteousness, to reveal to us the defects

in our moral character ; that law which Paul de-|.

_clares to be holy, just, and good ? Of this law the
psalmist says: “The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul ; the testimony of the Lord is
sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the comniand-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
“The fear of the Lord is clean, endwing forever ;

the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous ||

altogether.”

. “The fear of the Lord is clean.” It uproots evil

from the soul, and leads to holy watchfulness and

diligence. The commandments of the Lord are ex-

ceeding broad 5 their principles extend to our-words,
" our acbions, and our most secret thoughts, and we

| pretend to great liberality.

Christ’s righteousness, while their hearts are in no

The more closely the Scriptures are studied, the
more clearly will men understand their true character.
This book tells us in what various forms the malig-
nant passions of the human heart break forth on
various occasions. Ahab, the wicked king of Istael,
hated Micaiah, because, said he, « he doth not proph-
esy good concerning me, but evil,” And thousands
dislike the Bible for the same reason. The Lord is
a witness to all our works ; he is acquainted with
our motives and purposes. His word “is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” It re-
proves sin, and denounces judgments against the
sinner.

Men who love sin are very willing to claim that
they find contradictions in the Seriptures, the word
that condemns their practices. These men often
They profess to be open
to convietion, when they are completely encased in
prejudice, and will not receive plain evidence. They
see no beauty in the character of God, and will not
accept the truths plainly revealed in his word.

Some are deluded, deceived in themselves. They
imagine themselves dressed in the garments of

way inclined to yield obedience to his requirements.
Jesus referred to this class when he said: “Not
cvery one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father which isin heaven.” He calls
attention to that great day when all shall be judged,
not according to their profession, but according to
their works: “ Many will say to me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name,
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works 7 And then will
I profess unto them, I néver knew you; depart from
me, ye that work iniquity.” |

« Ye ghall know them by their fruits,” said the
Saviour, Do men gather grapes of thorns, or
figs of thistles ? Even so every good tree bringeth
forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit.” To be a Christian is to possess and
cherish the various graces of the soul, and the
adornments of character recommended and enforced
by Chuist. A cold assent to the truth is nofenough;
we must go farther, Storm and tempest will not
move the souls that are grounded on Christ, the
eternal Rock. But it is the doers of his word, and,
not the hearers only, who will stand secure in the.
evil time. ‘

Faith in Christ is something more than belief in
him as the world’s Redeemer ; it accepts him as our-
Redeemer, our Saviour. Our will is to be governed
by his will. We are to purify the affections, and
regulate the temper, and shape the life, after the
model given ug in the life and character of Christ.
This is an intelligent confession of Christ.  This is
a faith that is'shown by works, and it is the only
genuine, saving faith, '
~ Religion is not designed merely to prepare us for
‘admission into heaven; one object is to fit us for
the proper discharge of the duties of dailylife. It
will make us better in all the relations of life,
whether at home or as members of society ; for it
requires faithfulness in the discharge of every duty.
If our wills are strong, it will lead us to see that they.
| are not overbearing, self-serving wills,

should examine our lives in the light of the divine
law, :

~ The cross of Christ is not designed to make us

_highest.

uncomfortablé, but happy and contented. Con-
fiding in Jesus, at peace with him, we shall find the
truest rest and joy. But a selfish, self-sufficient,
self-serving disposition will make a man thoroughly
unhappy. We may reasonably be suspicious of
those who are always complaining that they are not
treated well. There are syne who are always look-
ing out fur slights. In the family they seize upon
some unfortunate word that has been spoken, and
take offense at it ; they are sure it was designed to
hurt and disparage them. They meet a friend or
acquaintance who is so occupiel with other matters
that he does not have time to visit as they desire,
and they take this as a personal affront. DBut the
unrestful, unhappy spirit was in them, waiting for an
excuse to manifest itself.
- These persons often flatter themselves that they
are ‘superior to others; thas they have talent and
edncation, and should be respected accordingly.
In many cases a power of will is manifested that if
exercised in a right direction would make the life
good and useful. But whatever their gifts and
graces, while their hearts are destitute of the princi~
ple of unselfish love, they are at best like a heautiful
flower possessing no fragrance. The fragrant flower,
though simple and unpretending, is much to be pre-
ferred. )

Christian love is not fitful. If we have this di-

‘vine love, it will kill selfishness out of the heart.

It does not say, “I will love my brethren if they
love me ; but I will not love those who do not love
we;” for “charity suffereth long, and is kind.”

On the part of some there is a desire to be thought
This feeling must be put away. The
heart must be meek and lowly, not ambitious and
aspiring. If we would follow Christ, we must cast
“down imaginations, and every high thing that ex-
alteth itself against the knowledge of God,” and
bring into ¢ captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ.” Outward forms of worship, ov activity
in religious work, cannot be substituted for inward
plety, and a. conformity of the will to the will of
Christ. This is a subject that requires careful and
prayerful meditation. In no other way can we honor
our Redeemer, and render to him the $ervice that is
his due. *

Christianity is an active principle. It subdues
evil tempers and propensities. It requires us to ex-
ercise the same spirit that Christ possessed, and to
do as he would have done under our circumstances;
for a life of piety is simply a self-denying following
of Christ, obeying his requirements even against our
natural inclinations.  The heart, while reaching up
to God in its ardent desires, hungering and thirst-
ing for righteousness, must be actuated by a pure
benevolence, and enlarged and elevated by a true and
holy principle. The senses will thus become so re-
fined, a reverence for divine things will be so in-
wrought into the whole being, that the heart will
love that which God loves, and eternal and heavenly
truths will be appreciated. ’

* The Lord understands our secret faults. It is
imposzible to deceive him, or to hide our'ways from
him ; for an accurate accountis kept of the conduct
of every person, in his relations both to God and his
fellow-men. Every act of our lives is before him,
and will be brought into judgment. We are each
of us building a structure which will be subjected
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to the scrutiny of the Judge of the whole earth.
This structure .which is going up daily, is our indi-
vidual character ; and every act—yes, every thought
and word of our lives—is a stone in the building.
It day by day we are carefully building into our
lives noble, upright deeds, pure thoughts, and kind
words, we shall not be ashanied when the structure
is criticised by the Lord Jehovah ; for it will be as a
fair tempie which will stand fast forever.
Basel, Switzerlond.

i

WHAT OF 1NE NIGHT?

“ WATCHMAN ! watchman! what of the night?”
“Shadows and darkness encircle me quite |

Earth is enshrouded in midnight gloom,

Black as the pall that cnvelops the tomb ;
Watchers are few, and mockers are hold,

The heavens are starless; the night-air is cold!

I am weary ; oh. would that this night were gone !
I will watch for the day till the morning dawn.”

“Watchman ! watchman ! what of the night?”
"“In the east appeareth a glimmering light ;
Faintly it gleams ; but, ’tis rising now,

And streaming afar—’tis thc morning’s brow !
Shadows are passing, the day-star is out,

And the glory is flashing and leaping about ;

And the golden tints that are poured o'er the carth
Foretell of the bursting morning’s birth 17

“Watchman! watchman! what of the night

* Day rushes-on all cloudless and bright !

And warmth, and light, and beauty are driven

To the farthest bound of the far-off heaven |
IFlashing flames from the throne of God

Are bathing the world in a golden flood |

Scraph and cherub are crowding it on,

And the pure on their pinions are skyward gone.”

“ Watchman ! watchmau! what of the night?”

“Bursts on my vision a ravishing sight :

The Lord is in sight with his shining ones,

And the splendors of twice ten thousand suns!

He has come ! Lo, the night-wateh of sorrow is o’er,

'And the mantle of midnight shall shroud me no more!

Pilgrim and stranger, haste to thy home;

For the morning, the beautiful morning, has come 1”
—D. 1. Taylor, in Messiak’s Herald.

D
-

The Seeond Comirg of Christ; Its Nearness and Impor-
: tance.

T second coming of Christ is asubject of great
importance to the church, This is evident from the
amount of testimony relative to it, in connection with

" the resurrection of the just and the Judgment, found
both in the OLl and the New Testament. The in-
spired writers, in their threatenings againgt the un-
godly, in their words of hope and encouragement for
the saints, and-in their exhortations to repentance
and holy living, hold up the great fact of the sec-
ond coming of the Son of man, as that which should
aéarm and arouse, and also comfort the people of

od. :

Before Adam passed from the stage of life, Enoch,
the seventh in the line of his descendants, pro-
claimed this doctrine in the ears of the impenitent,
¢ Behold,” satl he, “the Lord cometh with ten
thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon
all.”  Jude 14,15. And as we pass from book to
book through the Bible, we find that the prophets,
Jesus, and the apostles have made the same use of
.the doctrine ; and in the very last book John de-
scribes a coming day, when all classes and ranks of
‘men, because they have not prepared for the coming

_ of Christ, will call for rocks and mountains to fall
on them, and hide them from the overwhelming
glory of his presence, as he appears in the clouds
of heaven, Rev, 6:14-17. :

Christ’ s coming is also held prominently forth in
the sacred writings as the time when the righteous
will be rewarded. ¢ When the chief Shepherd
shall appear,” says Peter, “ye shall receive a crown.
of glory that fadeth not away.” 1 Pet.5:4, And

- Paul looks forward to the day of Christ’s appearing
a3 the time when not only he, but all who love the
appearing of their Lord, shall receive the crown of
righteouspess which is laid up for such. 2. Tim.
4:8.

. Most frequently, however, is this great doctrine
used as an Incertive to repentance, watchfulness, |

prayer, and holy living. “ Wateh ” is the emphatic the dealings of God with his people in past ages.

injunction of the Son of God in connection with
the .numerous declarations of his second coming in
the Gospels.

Paul exhorts to deny ungodliness and worldly
lusts, and to *“live soberly, righteously, and godly,

in this present world ; looking for that blessed hope,

and the glorious appeariug of the great God and

our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Titus 2 :12, 18,
James Says : ¢ Be ye also patient; stablish your

hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth- nigh.

Girudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye’

be condemned. Behold, the Judge standeth be-
tore the door,” James 5:8,9.

Peter says: “But the end of all things is at
hand ; be ye therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.”
1Pet.4:7. And again: “ What manner of persons
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of Gud.” . 2 Pet. 8:11,12.

Such is the use which holy men, who spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, have made of
the doctrine of the second coming of Christ. Then
has mnot the spirit of the gospel been lost by those
who openly contend against so promment and weighty
and precious a doctrine, or who even pass it by in
silence ?

No truth of inspiration ean be more clearly stated
than that God reveals his designs to his prophets,
that men and nations may be warned before their ac-
complishment. ¢« Surely the Lord God will do noth-
ing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants
the prophets.” Amos 8 :7. Before visiting with
judgments, God hag sent forth warnings sufficient
to enable the believing to escape his wrath, and to
condemn those who have not heeded the warning.
This was the case before the flood. « By faith Noabh,
being warned of God of things not seen as yet,
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of
his house ; by the ‘which he condemned the world.”
Heb, 11 : 7. )

At a later period, when the nations had become
sunken in idolatry and crime, and the destruction
of wicked Sodom was determined, the Lord said,
¢ Shall T hide from Abraham that thing which I do;
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him?” Gen. 18:17,18. And due
notice was given to righteous Lot, who, with his
daughters, was preserved ; and none, even in that
guilty city, perished without due warning. Lot
evidently warned the people ; and in thus commun-
ing with them, was ¢ vexed with the filthy conversa-
tion of the wicked.,” 2 Pet. 2:7, 8. When, he
warned his sons-in-law, ‘“he seemed as one that
mocked.” Gen. 19 :14. And when “the men of
the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the
house round, both old and young, all the people from
every quarter,” Lot warned them, and entreated
them to desist from their wickedness, And they at
once did that which all sinners since the days of
righteous Lot have been disposed to do to those who
faithfully warn them of their sins; namely, they
charged him with being a judge. )

Before the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, a
forerunner was sent to prepare the way before the
Lord. .

Those who did not receive Christ were rejected,
“because,” as he said to Jerusalem, when warning
the people of the destruction of their city and
temple, *‘thou knewest not the time of thy visita-
tion.” Luke 19 :44. We have on record the
Lord’s prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem
during the time of the generation that rejected him,
which was fulfilled in less than forty years from the
time of his crucifixion. And, that the Christians
in Judea might escape its impending doom, they
were told that when they should ““see Jerusalem
compassed with armies,” or, as recorded by Mat-
thew, * the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place,” they
were to “flee to the mountains.” Luke 21:20;
Matt. 24 :15. They heeded the admonition, and
escaped in safety to Pella.

Such is the testimony of inspiration respecting

And it cannot be supposed that he will change his
course relative to the future, when that future is
to realize the crowning consummation of all pro-
phetic declarations. v

‘We accept the Bible as a revelation from Heaven.
What God has revealed in that book, let no man
call a mystery, or a secret of the Almighty. ¢ The .
secret things belong unto the Lord our God ; but
those things which are revealed belong unto usand
to our children forever.” Deut. 29 :29. = If the
sacred Secriptures do not designate any period in par-
ticular for the second appearing of Christ, then men
should at once abandon the search for proofs of his
soon -coming. But if prophecy, in a most harmo-
nious manner, does point to the period of that great
event, and if there is evidence that ¢ it is near,
even at the doors,” the subject at once assumes
vast importance.

Can anything be learned from the Bible relative
to the period of the second advent ? is a question
unsettled in many minds. This is a grave inquiry,
and, from the nature of the subject, is worthy of close
investigation and a candid answer. How did Christ
himself treat the subject 7. When the disciples in-
quired, “ What shall be the sign of thy coming and
of the end of the world?” he did not reprove them
for prying into that which was purposely hidden
from all men, No; he answered them inthe most
definite manner. He even stated that there should
be signs of that event, and added : * When ye
shall see all these things, know that it is near, even
at the doors.” The simple fact that the Lord men-
tions signs of hig second advent is the best proof
possible that his people were not to remain ignorant
of the relative nearness of the event. Add to this
evidence hig declaration that when these signs
should be seen, his people should know that it was
near, even at the doors, and the case beconies an ex-
ceedingly strong one. .

The prophecies, especially those of Daniel and
John, clearly point to the period of the second coming
of Christ, but do not give the definite time of that
event. Some of the prophetic periods reach to the
time of the end. Others extend still further down
very near the end itself. :

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
were given by inspiration of God for our instrue-
tion, faith,-and practice. The prophetic numbers
of Daniel and John are a part of that inspired
word, and were especially designed to guide the
people of God in the solemn warning to the people
of the last generation to prepare for the coming of
the Son of man. And having reached the period to
which the prophecies distinctly point as the time of
expectation, preparation, waiting, and watching, we
should feel the force of that class of admonitory de-
clarations from Christ especially applicable to our
time, like these words in Mark 18:33: « Take ye
heed, watch and pray; for ye know not when the
time is.”—James White.

.
<o

“The Meek Shall Inherit the Earth.”

Way should it be thought a thing incredible, that
a material earth should constitute the abode of the
glorified church? Is there aught essentially.sinful
in materialism? Hag it not existed in the closest
alliance, not only with spotless purity, but with
Divinity itself ? What is there essentially in ma-
terialism why it should not again be the home of
the redeemed and the kingdom of the Redeemer?
I cannot for a moment believe that the paradise of
the blessed will be a paradise of state rather than of
place,—an aerial paradise, floating in ether, sus-
pended upon nothing, from which all warm, sensible,
tangible attendants which inspire with life and pen-
cil with beauteous tints our present abode, will be
utterly excluded. Extirpate ungodliness from our
present world, annihilate its taint, hush its groans,
dry its tears ; let there be no- more sin and sorrow,
disease and death, and I ask, Who wouald not be
willing to reign with Christ upon this globe forever ?
It is a beautiful world! There are spots of grand-
eur, there are landscapes of beauty, upon which, as
one gazes, one finds it hard to believe the blight of
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the curse, the breath of sin, has touched and tainted
them. i o )
I have stood and wept amidst the glory and mag-
nificence of Alpine scenery. The spot which trans-
fixed me in mute amazement, brought before my eyes
a range of landscape in which every object of beauty
and sublimity, molded into every form and tint of
color, seethed crowded in one vast, glorious panorama.
And as I gazed upon that overpowering scene,—the
deep, wide vale at my feet, on my right and left
mountains swelling to the skies, clad with green,
purple, and lilac, before me the monarch of mount-
ains encircled by his army of snow-clad companions,
reminding one of the four-and-twenty elders around
the great white throne,—1I felt that 1nall that glori-
ous, magnificent, tender, sublime scenery, there was
one object and only one, upon which the blight and
taint of sin had fallen, and from which I turned with
tears and loatling ; that object was myself. The
valley seemed vocal with God’s praise ; the glacier,
bathed in the light of the setting sun, seemed a re-
flection of the divine purity ; the mountaing, clad
with dazzling snow, appeared like Tabor when the
glory of the transfiguration rested upon it ; every ob-
ject seemed to please, ““ and only man was vile
Let this earth of ours be purified as by fire’; let
its subteiranean flames break forth and consume all
that man has marred, and sin has tainted, and God
hag cursed ; then shall spring from its ashes, in
more than pheenix-like splendor, a new niaterial
world with every form of material loveliness, bathed
in every gleam of material splendor, redolent with
-holiness, and vocal with song ; and over and upon
it Christ and his Church shall reign and abide for-
ever and ever !'—London Monthly Review.

-
-

Why Do They not Tell about It?

AccorpING to the theology of the present day, as
soon as a person dies, he soars away from this terres-
trial sphere into the realms of eternal joy. If this
be true, I have often wondered that those who have
died, and been raised from the dead, have neglected
to tell us of the wonderful and beautiful things which
they saw in glory.

Take the case of Lazarus. He had been dead
four days, and consequently, if the teaching of the
present day be true, he had enjoyed the bliss of
‘heaven for four days. He had associated with God
and sinless-angels, and had walked the golden streets
of the New Jerusalem. Men naturally like to tell of
wonders they have seen when on a journey. Is it
not strange, then, that Lazarus did not tell us of
the beauties of heaven, and the glory that surrounds
the eternal God? Why did not his sisters, Martha
and Mary, say, “ Now, brother, you have been per-
mitted before the rest of us to see heaven. Tell us
of some of its beauties. Is it a lovely place? Did
you have a talk with any of our old friends? Did
you hate to leave when Jesus called you?” Such
questions would have been very natural and proper.
But did they do so 7—No; and why 7—Because they

1did not believe him to have been in heaven, but

_dead and mouldering in the grave. It will be noticed
that when Jesus called, Lazarus came forth from
the grave (not heaven), bound. John 11 :44,

Other cases might. be cited, such as Jairus’s
daughter (Mark 5 :38-42), the widow’s.only son
(Luke 7 : 12-15), etc. None of these ever intimated
that they had been in heaven and returned. How
absurd is the idea that a person once within the jasper
wallg of the city of God, should be called away to
earth again, to dwell with sinful beings!~ Such,
however, is true if man is immortal and goes to his
reward at death. Does God’s holy book teach sueh
a dogma P—No, indeed ; it is a branch plucked from
the trec of heathenism. The dead are unconscious
(Feel. 9 : 5, 6), and will remain so until the voice of
the archangel shall rend the tomb and call them to
consciousness,

When we think of the countless host of righteous
beings that are slumbering in the tomb, and know
that no power but that of the divine Son of God can
call them to life, how it magnifies our views of the

, Saviour’s glorious office! He passed through the

tomb, and secured the keys of death. Were it not
for this one act, the claims of infidelity that ¢ death
is an eternal sleep ” would be correct. Paul tells us
that unless the dead rise again, our faith is vain,
and the dead in Christ are perished. 1 Cor. 15 : 16—
18. Our only hope is in the resurrection, and we
are bidden to comfort one another with this hope.
1 Thess. 4 :13-18.—Geo. Thompson,in Review and
Herald.

o
<~

Sandy Foundations.

How many people there are who are building their
hopes of heaven upon sandy foundations, the day of
Judgment only will tell. The Saviour gives expres-
gion in Matt. 7 : 24-27, to the following language :
¢« Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them, T will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock ; and the rain de-
scended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house, and it fell not ; for it was
founded upon a rock. And every one that heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house
upon the sand ; and the rain descended, and the

floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that:

house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”

So the Saviour’s sayings are not only to be heard
but kept; and the man that keeps his sayings is
likened unto a wise man who builds upon rock, while
the man that hears and does not is compared to a
foolish man who builds upon sand. The Saviour’s
sayings are many, and whoever keeps those sayings
will certainly find that in being a follower of Christ
there is something to be done. The Christian relig-
ion means labor in the Lord’s vineyard ; and as we
think of the work before the Christian, and see how
few real, sacrificing laborers there are, we can come
to no other conclusion than that many souls will
wake up at the last day to realize that the founda-
tions upon whieh they have built, have been erected
upon sand.

The religion of Christ means more than a profes-
sion, more than a mere belief, more than good wishes
for the prosperity of his cause. - A ¢ God bless you,”
a “Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled,” will
not relieve the suffering ; nor will good wishes build
up the cause of Christ. Faith is good, but the
fruits of faith must cluster upon its branches. ¢ In-
asmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” “In-
asmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these,
ye did it not to me.” Truly, he that hears and does,
builds upon rock ; while he that hears and doesnot,
builds upon sand. Shall we not take heed how we
build ? Shall we not have a sure foundation ?—
Glospel Trumpet, .

el
P

Preparation for the Judgment.

Our probation is soon to close. The cases of all
living upon the earth are soon to be decided. We
are warned of the fact. The tribunal is in session,
and we know not how soon our cases may be called.
Yet how slow we are to realize it! how little stirred
by such solemn and awful truths!

Observe the dying Christian who is sensible that
his probation is about to terminate. How carefully
he reviews . his life. How anxious he is to confess
every fault, to put away every sin, and to know of
his acceptance with God; how earnest to warn the
living to seek Christ, to give their hearts to God, to
give up the world, and to live in preparation for the
world to come. - .

But how is it with us, who know from prophecy
fulfilled, and from the signs of the times, that the
great decisive day is right upon us? Are we acting
in accordance with this faith? Are we laboring like
those who know they have much to do, and but
little time in which to do it? Are we striving to
save others?

The great lines of prophecy of the four great
kingdoms of the earth have been fulfilled. Signs in
the sun, moon, and stars have appeared. Light
upon the prophetic periods of the Scriptures has
been demonstrated ; and the proclamation has been

made, * The hour of his Judgment is come.” And
since these things have been done, according to the
predictions of the sacred word, the anger of the
nations, and the holding of the winds for the seal-
ing of the servants of Gud, have been manifested ;
the sealing message, bearing the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus, has gone forth; the
powerful workings of Satan through Spiritualism,
so abundantly predicted in the Bible, have been
sweeping over the world; the demand for the image
of the beast by the union of church and'State in
America, and for the enforcement of the pago-papal
institution of Sunday-keeping to the subversion of
the law of the Most High, is organizing its. host for
immediate and decided action; and, last of all; the
consuming papacy, as if in a death-struggle, has
spoken those great words of blasphemy, on account
of which the beast is to be slain, and his body given
to the devouring flame. The pope, whose temporal
power has dwindled to nothing, has been declared
infallible, and all is fulfilled of him except his de-
struction. ’

And ave we living and acting as though we be-
lieved that all these signs predicted in the sure word,
would pass by, and the. end not come? If we be-
lieve, where is our corresponding action? Oh, let
us be wise. Let us act upon our faith. Let us be
in earnest to save souls from ruin. Let us prepare
for the Judgment, which is right before us. Let us
cherish the spirit of Him who gave himself for us,
who sacrificed all on our account. Let us improve
the little time remaining, in striving, in a self-deny-
ing, self-sacrificing manner, to save souls for whom
Christ died. May God arouse us, and help us to
work, ere the time for working shall be past.

R. . CorTRELL.

S

Religion at Home.

Ir is laughable to see one hunting high and low
for his spectacles when they have only been shoved
over his furehead; but it is not laughable to see
Christians hunting for what they call opportunitles
to honor God, while overlooking such opportunities
which they carry with them wherever they go. A
slovenly carpenter was once heard at a weekly
prayer-meeting to pray with great fervency for the
spread of Christ’s cause—a cause which he disgraced
and hindered every time he stood at his work-bench.
When he ended his prayer, a hearty “Amen” came
from a servant who put her mistress out of temper
a hundred times a day by her carelessness, A clerk
also wag there, who, although he taught a class in
the mission school on Sabbath, was always late at
his employer’s. store on week-days. He whispered
“ Amen” too—and meant it, so far as he knew him
self. A lady hearer, as she listened, resolved to join
the church missionary society, and then went home
and found unreasonable fault with her cook. And
others also felt warmed to do something for Christ,
who never seemed to have thought that religion,
like charity, begins at home. The mechanic whois
powerful in class-meeting and weak at his trade is
no credit to the cause he professes. The servant
who drops tears feelingly at religious services, and
drops dishes unfeelingly in the kitchen, has her -
tenderness altogether on one side. And it is a poor
kind of religicn which secks opportunities to seb
others straight, but overlooks its own crookedness.

______—_*——‘
The Value of Seripture Knowledge.

Tur martyr, Thomas Cranmer, in the year 1539,
wrote : “ The learning of a Christian man ought to
begin with the fear of God, and to end in matters of
high speculation ; and not contrarily to begin with
speculation, and to end in fear. For speculation,
either high eunning or knowledge, if it be not stayed
with the bridle of the fear to offend God, is danger-
ous, and enough to tumble a man headlong down
the hill. Therefore, the fear of God must be the
first beginning, as it were an A. B. C., or an intro-
duction to all them that shall enter into the very
true and most fraitful knowledge of the Holy Seript-
aivés.  Wheré the fear of God is, there is the keeping
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of the commandments ; and where the keeping|

of the commandments is, there is the cleansing of
the flesh ; which flesh is a cloud before the soul's
eye, and suffers it not purely to see the boam of
heavenly light., Where the cleansing of the flesh
ig, there is the illumination of .the Holy Ghost, the
end of all our desires, and the very light whereby
‘the verity of the Scriptures is seen and perceived.”
Adelaide, S. Australia. B. T. T.

>
-«

Consisteney.

CoxsisTENCY is a rare jewel. Truth is consistent
with itself ; but error has as many heads and horns
as the Apocalyptic dragon. This is well illustrated
by the following veritable—

CREED,

Article 1. I believe that the Sabbath has been
changed to the first day of the week.

Article2. I believe that Sunday isthe true scventh
day, and that it should be observed.

Article 3. T believe that we cannot tell what day
the seventh day is. .

Article 4. T believe that we arc only required to’
keep one seventh part of time.

~Artiele 5. I believe that the commandment to

‘keep the seventh day is abolished.

Article 6. T believe that those who keep the Sab-
bath of the fourth commandment will fall from grace.

Article 7. T believe that every one should be fully
persuaded in his own mind, whether to keep the
Sabbath or not. -

Reader, the foregoing is not a mere fancy sketch ;
I have met with a large number, who, in the course
of a gingle conversation, have avowed their faith in
all the articles of the above ereed. There are plenty
of such all round you. Is this your creed ? If so,
permit me to point you to a better one. It consists
of ten articles, and may be found in Ixodus 20.
Allow me to recommend this creed to you as infal-
lible, it having been given by Jehovah in person, and
written with his own finger on stone. You will find
in its fourth article all the errors of the foregoing
creed pointed out. What men have said of certain
creeds of their own construction, may be said of this
in truth: “If a man keep not this, no doabt he
shall perish everlastingly.”—J. N. Andrews.

et
-

Dividing a Bible.

Ax extract from a letter from Miss La Paz, a
colporter of the Ladies’ Bible Society of Philadel-
phia, in Havana, gives the following interesting
incident : T went to the suburbs of Havana, and
called at a very poor house. I did not know any

. one there, but was invited to go in. I found an
old man and woman. ~After talking to them for
fifteen minutes, I asked if they would allow me to
read the New Testament to them, and whether they
had & Bible in the house. The man, who was
eighty-nine years old, went to his.room and brought
half of a Bible, commencing at the 51st Psalm. I
asked them why they broke such a book as the
Bible in such a manner, and he answered me as
follows : ¢ When I was twenty-five years old, my
mother, died suddenly, and all her property was
divided between my brother and myself. We got
along very well in the division until we came to this
Bible, which my mother brought from New York a
hundred years ago. My brother and T both wanted
it, and neither of us would give up, so there was
nothing else to do but to divide it, and we broke it
into two equal parte, and each took a part, and each
read it every day. My brother went to Africa, and
stayed ‘there thirty years, and when he came back,
we changed; he read my part.and I read his, and
both of us believed.”” Miss La Paz adds that
these old Cubans had never heard about ¢« Protest-
ants,” and were not Roman Catholie, but upon
questioning them closely she found that they were
truly Christian people, and had got all they knew
from this Bible, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.—Sel. : o

VANITAS.

WHEN after long battle the prize has been gained,
When after long searching the jewel is found,
When after long climbing the peak is attained,
When after long sowing the harvest is bound,
. Then we halt ;
And we fret neath the burden of life,
Tor we feel that the victory’s not worth the strife.

Our joys never seem the same pleasures we thonght ;
Our hopes never come to their froitage unmarved ;
Our future nc’er brings us the grandeur we sought;
Our past to our vision appears but ill-starred ;—
Such is fate;
But it darkens the glory of life
Thus to find that the vietory’s not worth the strife,

Over sights that are beauty, dull clouds grimly sail;
Over days that are lightsome, cares blightingly fall;
Over fond-cherished gardens blows Boreas’ gale; -
Over plans full of promise drops failure’s black pall ;
So they go; :
But the memorics camber our life
With the tale that the vietory’s not worth the strife,

But we look to a land where the skies never dull,

Where the flowers never fade, where the lights never
dim, :

Where the hopes n ver ebb, where our joys never lull,

Where no failurcs are found t2 its uttermost rim ;
© Happy land! .
Where we'll feel through an unending life
That the vietory there is well worth all the strife.
—Charles M. Harger, in Detroit Free Press.

————
Prophecy.

Proruecy is defined by Mr. Webster as follows:
A declaration of something to come ; a foretelling;
a prediction ; especially, an inspired foretelling.”

Those who have given the Bible anything more
than a passing notice are well aware that it abounds
with prophecy ; that prophetic declarations are to
be found in almost every book from Genesis to Rev-
clation. Indeed, some books contain but little else
than prophecy. The books of Daniel and the Rev-
elation are of this class. In these are to be found
long chains of proplecy which foretell many of the
principal events of the world’s history from six hun-
dred years before Christ to the end of time. Such
lines of prophecy, showing, as they do, the position
of the human family in the stream of time, must be
of the greatest importance to all. We may not
realize the interest we should feel in them ; but that
does not affect their importance and value. The
fact that the blind do not see the sun in no way
affects that great body, which is of so much valune to
the world. Those who are blind sustain the loss.
So it is with those who pay no attention to the
prophecies of the Bille.

The apostle Peter informs us that not only the
prophets ‘“inquired” and “searched diligently” for
an understanding of these things, but that even ¢ the
angels desire to look into” them. 1 Pet. 1 :10-12.
When the Saviour was on earth, he called the atten-
tion of his disciples to events then transpiring in
fulfillment of prophecy, and stated that ‘‘many
prophets and kings had desired to see” them. TLuke
10 :24. Tt is certain from these statements that
angels, prophets, and kings were deeply interested
in propheey,—in the Lord’s ¢ declarations of things
to come.” ‘

But we are told by many, even ministers of the

gospel, that we cannot understand the prophecies ;.

therefore it is of but little use to notice them. This
is not the opinion of a few only; it is widespread
being held by the masses. To say that the proph-
ecies cannot be understood is to bring a serious
charge against the great God, to say the least. It
represents him as having given the human family
a book, the most of which would be of no possible
usé to them simply because he put it in a form im-
possible to be understood.  Why were all the proph-
ecies written ! What are they for? Have they
any meaning ? ’
stand them, then they are only to occupy space, are
of no good, and have no meaning. This we cannot
believe to be the case.

It is admitted, by all believers at least, that the
Bible is a revelation from God to man.. But what
shall we say of a pretended revelation that is so dark

If it be true that we cannot under-

. {and hidden that its meaning cannot be deciphered ?

Tt would be anything but what it pretended. Web-
ster says of reveal and revelation : ¢ Specifically,
to communicate that which could not be known or
discovered without divine or supernatural instruc-
tion.” “To reveal is literally to 1ift the vail,and thus
make known what was previously concealed.” The
Bible, being a revelation of many things of both the
past and the future, must lift the vail, and make
known to man that which could not be discovered
without divine instruction. -

And this is just the object “for which the proph-

ecies were given. The Lord assigns the following
reason why an outline of the world’s history was
given to Nebuchadnezzar in his dream of the great
image : ‘“As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came
into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to
pass hereafter ; and He that revealeth secrets makethq
known to thee what shall come to pass.” ¢ But
there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and
maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what
shall'be in the latter days.” Dan. 2 :29,28. This
scripture states most emphatically that the object
of this line of prophecy was to lift the vail and dis-
close the future. How wrong, then, must be the
teaching that prophecy ~cannot be understood, and
thercfore is of no value.
" Moses says : ““ The secret things belong unto the
Lord our God ; but those things which are revealed
belong unto us and to our children forever, that we
may do all the words of this law.” Deut. 29 : 29.
If revelations and prophecies “ belong” to us, we
certainly are not on forbidden ground when we are
seeking and teaching their meaning. On the con-
trary, we are but doing our duty, and using them
as the Lord designs we should.

In Amos 3: 7, the Lord says: «“Surely the Lord
God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret
unto his servants the prophets.” When inviting
the sinner to-come to him and live, the Lord lifts,
the vail and makes known to him what the future
will be to the righteous. Before he brings his
jndgments on the wicked, he reveals his purposes
through his servants the prophets. The dealing of
God with past generations illustrates this impor-
tant truth. The flood was stayed until the people
had been warned one hundred and twenty years;
then they perished intheirsins. The Bible declares
that Noah was a preacher of righteousness. 2 Pet.
2 :5. What did he preach >—The prophecy of a
coming flood. But the people would not believe
him. They no doubt thought the man was entirely
out of place in saying so much about that prophecy.
“But as the days of. Noah were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.”

The apostle Peter highly recommends the proph-
ecies and suggests that we take heed to them. He
says: “ We have also a more sure word of prophecy ; -
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day-star arise in your hearts.” 2
Pet. 1:19. Inthe preceding verses he has endeav-
ored to give nnmistakable evidence that Jesus was
the Son of God. He points to the scene on the™
mount of transfiguration, and says that he was.an.
eye-witness of Christ’s glory, and that he heard the
voice of God which came ringing from heaven :
¢ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
Then he says: “We have also [in addition to the
above evidence] a more sure word of prophecy.”
He points to the prophecies of the Old Testament
which reveal the time, place, manner, ete., of the
first advent of Christ, and he says these, as fulfilled
by him, are “more sure,” bear stronger testimony,
than any other evidence. He then adds : “ Where-
unto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and:
the day-star arise in your hearts.” Tvery one
knows the object of a light in a dark place. It is
to show us where we are and what to do. So the
prophecies are to show us where we are in the world’s
history, and the work we should do to meet the mind
of God.

We have often heard people say that the book of
Revelation is so mysterious and dark that no one '
can understand it. This is a strange position to -
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take with reference to this book, It is called the
Revelation, literally the vail lifted, and that made
known wlich was previously concealed. The intro-
duction to this wonderful book runs thus: ¢ The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto
him, to show unto his servants things which must
shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it
by his angel unto his servant John, who bare record
of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus
Christ, and of all things that he saw. DBlessed is
ke that readeth, and they that hear the words of
"this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written therein; for the time is at hand.” Rev.
1:1-8.. The great God just lifted: the vail, and
made known to his Son the contents of this book;
Christ gave the same to his angel, whe gave it to
John, and he wrote it out for the world. Then a
Woracious blessing is promised to those who read and
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the tlings
written therein, T'rom thesc plain statements, who
can say that the book is only a mystery, and that
it is-uscless to study it?

According to the scriptures noticed in this article,
we are forced to the conclusion thatitis a sin to treat
the prophecics with indifforence. It has pleased
the Lord to communicate his designs to the human

amily that they might understand his ways. Re-
ferring to Daniel’s prophecies, the Saviour says,
“Whoso readeth, let him nnderstand.””  Matt, 24 :
15, After all that God has done to 1ift the vail of
futurity ; after he hes told us we can understand,
and after pronouncing a blessing on all who do read
and kecp the proplecies, it i3 & sin to claim that
they canunot be understood, and that those who en-
deavor to explain them are on forbidden ground.
The Lord said to Jobhn: *And he saith unto me,
Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book ;
for the time is at hand.” Rev. 22:10. )
A. G. DamipLrs.

————
The Great Modern Despotism,

Tusen has been a sort of general conviction that
at some time more or less remote, the nations of
Turope would be engaged in & great and terrible con-
fliet for supremacy. Sowme students of prophecy
have thought that sueh a commotion has been dis-
tinctly foretold as a means of breaking up the cs-
tablished order of things, and thus preparing the
way for the establishment of the Redeemer's king-
dom. It does not need- any prophet, however, to
tell us that a very litlle 1atter might at any time
kindle the fires of a way which would desolate alarge
part of Wurope. That the erisis may be near at
hand, carrent events in Bulgaria scem to indicate.
The danger of suelt a war arises cliefly from the
character of the Russian empire, which is aggressive
both from policy and from necessity, as it hag been
from its very foundation,

According to Appleton’s Cyclopedia, this empire
was founded aboubt A. n. 862, by Rurik, Prince of
the Varangians, a tribe of Northmen who were called
“Rus” by the Slavs. Rurik was invited by some
tribes of Slavs and Winns, who were not able to
govern and protect themselves, to come to Novgorod
and rule over them.
first capital of the future empire.  Barik’s descend-
ants reigned for over seven hundred years, during
which lime many wars wore carried on with varying
-guccess against the Tastern Roman cpire, the
Magyars, the Lithuanians, the Poles, and other sur-
rounding nations. During all this time they were
gradually conguering and absorbing the various
tribes which inhabited the country now called Rus-
sia. The growth of thelr power was, however, at
times retavded by reagon of the rival claims to the
throne of different members of the royal family, and
the kingdoin was for a time divided into a number
of petly principalilics.

At the beginning of the thirteenth century, a more
formidable enemy than any the Russians had yet en-
countered, appeared on the scene. This was the
Mongols, or-Tartars, who under Genghis Khan and
his sons eonquered all Asia except Hindostan, .and,
crossing the Caucasian Mountains, descended upon

Novgorod thus became the

Russia in almost countless hordes. Disunited and
distracted by domestic wars,” the Russians were
eagily overcome, and had to purchase peace by sub-
mission and the payment of a tribute to the con-
querors. ‘ .

Toward the end of the fourteenth century the resto-
ration of Russian power began by a gradual consolida-
tion of the various small states under one government,
and iz a. p. 1460 Ivan II1. felt himself strong
enough to tell the ambassadors of the Mongols that
Russia would pay no more tribute, and he success-
fully resisted a new invasion which followed. It was,
however, in the person of his grandson, Ivan IV.
(called the Terrible because of his atrocious cruelty),
that the family of Rurik attained to the acme of its
power, and the Russian empire became a more im-
portant factor in the affairs of Turope. Ivan was
succeeded by lis son Feodor, a weak prince and the
last of his line, who died 4. ». 1598.

After a succession of usurpers, Michael Feodor-
oviteh Bomanoff, the founder of the present Im-
porial family, was clevated to the throne in 1613.
It was Michael’s great grandson, Peter the Great,
who, though himself a savage, brought Russia into
such a condition of civilization as enabled her to
hold her own with her more progressive Western
neighbors. He founded St. Petersburg in 1703,
and extended his empire in all directions. = It was
this Peter who bequeathed to his successors the ad-
vice that Russia must be always either at war or
preparing for war. This leguacy shows the great
monarch's intuitive perception of the fact which is
the basis of Russia’s policy in all ages, that an ar-’
bitrary despotism cannot long be maintained, unless
the minds of the people governed are distracted from
their own sufferings by foreign wars. 'The war-policy
has proved so success{ul in the past, both in enlarg-
ing the empire and in maintaining the authority of
the reigning family, that it is not likely to be altered.
Through all the exhansting wars and the great
changes in the maps of Tiurope and Asia which have
taken place since Peter’s time, his empire has grown
steadily larger and strouger, until now it is the
largest, and one of the most powerful in the world,

The Russian empire covers about 8,400,000 square
miles, and contains at present probably about 90,-
000,000 inhabitants. Her army is said to be com-
posed of nearly two millions of men of all arms, on
a war-footing, and is unsurpassed either in discipline
or bravery. .

The Emperor of Russia needs an imumense stand-
ing army, partly to maintain his influence abroad,
but still more to enforce his authority at home. So
long as e ‘can keep it occupied, this enormous force
is under his absolute control; but it is liable to turn
ol its master wheuever it has nothing else to do.
This great army menaces the peace of Lurope and
Asia to-day. Other Europcan governments are
more or less under the influence of the people gov-
erned, and are thereforg in favor of peace if it ean
be maintained without loss of honor or prestige.
The Government of Russiais in direct antagonism
with the mass of its own subjects, and therefore
guided by considerations which a popular government
wonld not recognize.  The diplomats of Eunrope keep
saying, Peace, peace, and they are doubtless doing
their utmost to preserve peace; but in the standing
army of Russia, in the miserable condition of about
60,000,000 of Russian peasants, and in the conse-
quent great suceess of Nihilismi in Russia, there are
elements of danger which iiay, when least expected,
compel the Czar to declare war.—New York Witness.

- ———————

Dow’t Spoil the Prayer-Meeting.

1r is a real pity that so many praycer-meetings
are spoiled which by a very little thought and effort
could be made intensely intercsting and helpful.
Many times it is the fault of the leader. He reems
to have made no preparation whatever for eonducting
the meeting. He does not know what chapter he
wants to read, and he turns half the Bible over be-
fore he finds one with whiel he is satisfied. Hehas
selected no hymns; and when the time for singing

comes, he inflicts long pauses upon the meeting

while he searches nervously through the hymn-book
for something that it will.do to announce. Or per-
haps it is over-preparation which the leader brings
to the meeting,—too much Seripture- reading, too
long a prayer, quite too much talking. Which of
these blemishes is'most hurtful, it is hard to decide,
To condnet a prayer-meeting well, there should
always be preparation, and cach portion should be
brief. The leader should know just what he will
read, and should never read many verses; just what
he would sing, and should never sing many stanzas ;
just wlat he will say, and should never speak many
minutes. Preparation, promptuess, brevity, vivacity,
life, and true devotion arve some of the essential
elements needed to make a good prayer-meeting.
S. S. Times. '

et
2o

A Mistaken Estimate.

Men form their ideas of the divine Being upon
the basis of their own character, experience, and ob-
servation. They think that God. would do as they

-do, while he has plainly said, ** My thoughts arc not

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways.”
He who judges the Almighty by himself will find
in the great day that he has made a terrible mistake.
In that day when * OQur God shall come and shall
not keep silence,” he shall sternly rebuke the pre-
sumption of these who have thus dishonored him.
« Unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou todo
to declare my statutes, or that thou shouldst take
my covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hatest in-
struction, and castest ray words beliind thee.  When
thou sawest a thief, then thou consentedst with him,
and hast been partaker with adulterers, Thou
givest thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth
deceit. Thoun sittest and speakest against thy '
brother ; thou slanderest thine own mother’s son.
These things hast thiou done, and I kept silence
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such a one as
thyself'; but I will reprove thee, and set them in
order before thine eyes.” DPs. 50:16-21.

The great ivistake of the wicked has been in
thinking that Grod was altogether such a one as they;
and that they, in their wrong-doing and cowardly
conniving at iniquity, incurred no responsibility or
danger. “ These things thou hast done, and I kept
silence.”  And this silence of God, in the midst of
abounding and prevailing iniquity, has been misinter-
preted to signify acquiescence in wrong and in-
difference to right.

The mistake is a mostfatal one. God has magnified
his word: aad he will have men pay attention to
his cormmands, not with the timidisy of an eye-serv-
ant, bat with honest obedience and strict devotion
to principles of truth and righteousness. 1f sen-
tence against evil work was speedily executed ; if
every liar shared, the fate of Ananias and Sapphira;
if every imitator of Korali, Dathan, and Abiram
went down like them into the depths ; if every sin-
ner like Nadah and Ahihu was smitten by the fire
of God; if the flames of wrath were continually
blazing out against all iniquity; if the thunder-
bolts were smiting on the right and the left, there
would be little room for the exercise of conscience
and moral principle ; bub simple brute fear would
control the conduct. of mankind.  But the silence,
the long-suffering, the patience, the composure of
the Almighty, which endure from age to age, and
allow the godless man to go on in his sins and
iniquity, but assare bim that for all these things
God will bring him into judgment, leave room for
the exercise of other motives besides fear, and foster
the developntent and growth of chavacter for good
or for evil.

Let the guilty take warning from the word of
Glod and the judgments of ages past, and flee from
the wrath to come while time and opportunity are
granted them, assured that God will bring every
work into judgment ; that he will not at all acquit
the wicked ; but that, though hand join in hand,
the wicked shall not be unpunished.—Armory.

-
. o

Tak great work of the church is not to pi‘oduce
intellectual belief in the gospel; it is to get men who
believe to obey.
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The  Subbuth-School,

The object of the following lessons is to bring out points of truth
not commonly studied by the majority of Bible readers. They will
be ‘found of great Dbenefit to those who will give them careful study.
The lessons were written especially for Sabbath-school classes, but
are also designed for the family circle. Let the preof texts be well

stulied,
IMPORTANT BIBLE LESSONS.,

Miracles at Capernaum.

First Sabbath in June.

1. Who were the partners of Simon and Andrew? Luke
5:10.

2. What were these brothers doing when called to as-
sist in taking the miraculous draught of fishes? Mark
1:19.

3. What did. Jesus say to Simon and Andrew before

- leaving them? Mark 1:16, 17.
. 4. Whom did he next call? Matt., 4:21, 22.

8, How did these fishermen respond to the Saviour’s
call? Luke 5:11.

6. What may we learn from their example?

7. Do we receive calls to assist Jesus in his work?

8, Where did Christ and his disciples go? Mark 1:21,

9. What was his custom on Sabbath days?- Luke 4 :31.

10. Whodisturbed Jesugsone S8abbath as he was teaching?
Mark 1 :23,

11. What did this man say? Luke 4:34.

12. How did Jesus rebuke the wicked spirit? Mark
1:25. ’

13, What was the effect of his command? Luke 4:35,

14. Whatdid this cause the people to do and say? Verse
36. ’ .

15. How did this miracle affect Jesug’ fame?

16, On leaving the 8ynagogue, where did the Saviour
and his disciples go? Mark 1 :29. .

17, Whom did they find sick with a fever? Luke
4:38,

+ 18, What did Jesus do for her? Matt. 8:15.

19. What took place at the setting of the sun? Luke
4:40, |

20. Who came together to see what would be done?
Mark 1:33. -

21. What did they behold ? Luke 4 :41.

22. May weexpect to behealed of ourinfirmities through
the raerits of Christ? Isa. 53 :5; Matt. 8:17, :

23, What must we do to receive this blessing? Aus.
‘Show that we desire it, by living in accordance with the
laws of health as near as possible.

NOTES ON LESSON ONE.

Peter and Andrew, in connection with James and
John, sons. of Zebedee, followed the vocation of
fishermen on the Sea of Galilee, and lived in the
city of Capernaum. They were laboring under
great discouragements at the time first mentioned
in our lesson. John had been beheaded by Herod,
. and they questioned among themselves if such a
teacher and prophet as John should have his career
terminated so ingloriously, what might be the case
with Jesus, with such a deadly hatred springing up
againgt him on the part of the scribes and Pharisees?
They had not yet fully joined the Saviour, though
they had been with him, seeing him perform many

miracles, and enjoying the enlightening influence of
hiswords. Theysought to pacify their grief and allay
their doubts by resorting to their usual occupation,
But here they met with fresh discouragement. They
.were not successful, and their temporal prospects
were very dark. The miracle performed by Jesus
the morning that he entered Peter’s boat for the
purpose of teaching the people, seems to have re-
vived their faith and courage. These humble fisher-
men now recognized the divine authority of Jesus,
and when he said to them, “ Follow me, and T will
make you fishers of men,” they left their calling and
worldly possessions and obeyed. These four men
that were then called by Jesus to be ‘his disciples
were more intimately associated with his early life
and work than any others.” They had not enjoyed
* the advantages of a thorough education, but, on the
contrary, were what the world would call ignorant
. men. Nevertheless the Saviour saw in them that
. which he could use. He is the light of the world,
and could qualify them for the great commigsion
about to be intrusted to them. He can do the same
to-day. Xf any will hear his voice and obey, they
can draw on him for wisdom and grace to discharge
their duty.

While in Capernaum, the Saviour made it a prac-
tice to teach in the synagogue every Sabbath.. His
earnest sermons, eloquent in- their simplicity, were

‘i and disregard of the laws of health, this man had

filled with the gospel of the kingdom of God, There
was not that dead formality that characterized the
teachings of the scribes and elders. Jesus’ words
came from the heart, and he spoke as oné having
authority, The hearts of the common people were
touched, and responded to his teachings. One Sab-
bath, while teaching the people, he was interrupted
by the piercing cry of a demoniac, Through sin

placed himself on Satan’s ground, and now was con-
trolled by him. Again, the Saviour is brought face
to face with the same Dbeing whom he met when
tempted in the wilderness, only in another form.
First he appeared to him as a beautiful young prince,
with the power to give him the kingdoms of this
world ; now as a miserable being with reason de-
throned. The demon who had possession of the man
knew that Jesus was the Som-of God, and to lose
his control would be a defeat for the powers of dark-
ness and a victory for the Sun of Righteousness who
had risen with healing in his wings, Jesus’ great
heart of love pitied this poor despised captive, and
with one word of command, broke Satan’s chain
and set him free.

While the freed soul was praising God for his de-
liverance, and the people marvelled, the Saviour
passed out of the synagogue, and repaired to the
house of Peter. Here he found the mother of Peter’s
wife siclt with a fever. He healed her of her illness,
and she immediately arose and ministered to the
wants of her benefactor and his followers. The news
of what had Dbeen done in the synagogue spread
rapidly through Capernaum, and no sooner had the
sun set that indicated the close of that Sabbath day,
than the house where Jesus was stopping was sur-
rounded with an anxious throng. Persons afflicted
with all manner of diseases were there seeking the
Saviour’s blessing. Tis power was freely exercised
for their relief, and his heart was made to rejoice,
because he had the power to bring happiness into so
many hearts and homes, -

Second Sabbath in June.——Jesus’ Work in Galilea,

1. Give a brief outline of last Sabbath’s lesson.

2. Did Christ feel the need of prayer in his laborg!
Mark 1 :35.

3. Who sought him in this solitary place?

4. By what remark did they show the eagerness of thé
people to listen to Jesus’ words? Verse 37,

5. What did he suggest to them?

6. What did he do as he was passing throughout Galilee?
Matt, 4:23.

7. Who knelt before him and pleaded for help?
140,

8. How did his words affect Jesus? Verse 41.

9. What did the Saviour do for him?

10. What did he charge the man to do?

1t. Did he keep the good news to himself?

12, What effect did it have on those he told?

13. What did this cause Jesus to do?

14. How did he spend the nights after teaching dur-
ing the day? -

15. Who flocked to the desert place? Matt. 4 :25.

16. What did Christ do for them? Verse 24, .

17. Where i8 this same Jesus now? Heb, 8:1,

18, Is he still touched with our infirmities? Heb. 4 : 13,

19, Will he give us rvest if we go to him? Matt. 11:28,!

29,
20. Will he heal our diseases! Ps, 103 :3.
How does he speak words of encouragement to us

21,
now? Rom. 10:17.

Mark
1

NOTES ON LESSON TWO,

The Son of God came to this earth to be a pattern
for man, and by precept and example has marked
out the course his followers should take if they would
be saecessful in their war against sin. The first
point in this lesson impresses upon us the impor-
tance of prayer. If Christ felt the need of these
seasons when he could pour out his soul to Lis
heavenly Father in supplication, how much more so
is it that we go often to the throne of grace for help
in our work of overcoming, and in our labor of love
for others, During the day his time was fully oc-
cupied in ministering to'the wants of the eager, anx-
iogs throng that pressed wpon him, and his seasons
for meditation and prayer had to be taken late at
night orin the gray dawn of morning, when the busy
world was- hushed in quiet rest. Shall the burden

for our own souls and for the souls of others, rest
more lightly upon us? Let the family altar be
erected in every household, and stated seasons of
prayer be appointed, when God shall be petitioned
for his blessing and care.

The Saviour realized the great work that was be-
fore him, and was anxious to be about it. He en-
tered a city, declared the truths of the kingdom of
God to the people, and departed, leaving those who
had received the message to carry on the work he
had begun. When urged by the anxious inhabitants
of a place to remain with them, he says, “1 must
preach the kingdom of God to other cities also ;
for therefore was I sent.” He could not settle down
in one place, but must bear the glad news to others.
And so he travelled throughout Galilee. As he
travelled, a man afflicted with leprosy came, and
kneeling before him, asked the Saviour to heal him¥
He ezpressed his faith in Christ’s power to leal him
if he would, and Jesus, always ready to alleviate the
sufferings of the unfortunate, said he would grant
the request, and the leprosy immediately left the
man,  As the laws of types and ceremonies had not
yet ceased, Christ bade the man go and coniply with
the law of leprosy (Lev.14:1-30), and to say
nothing of what had taken place. But the man’s
joy and gratitude would notlet him remain silent on
the subject, and he told his story to everyone he
met, People flocked from all parts-of the country to
Jesus,—thesick, the maimed, and the blind ,—until Lie
was forced to leave the cities, and seek a country place.
Here he taught the people, healing their diseases
and blessing them spiritually. What joy must have
come to many homes that evening, when the sick re-
turned well, the maimed whole, and the blind with
sight restored. The same Jesus sits on the right
hand of the Father to-day, just as compassionate and
loving, and still as able and willing to bless his
people as when here on earth. His invitation is,
‘“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest.”

Third Sabbath in Junc.—Healing the Paralytic and
‘Calling Matthew.

1. To what place did Jesus return after beaching
throughout Galilec? Mark 2:1. -

2. What did the people do when they learnzd that he-
had returned ?

3. Who came among others?

4, How did those that brought him
into Jesus’ presence! Luke 5:19.

5. When Jesus saw their faith, what did he do?
5:20.

6. What did certain ones say to tte words of Jesus?

7. What power was manifested by the Saviour? -

8., What did he say to the Pharisees? TLuke 5:22, 23.
- 9, How did he prove to them that he had power to for-
give sins !

10. How did the miracle affect the people? Verse 26.

11. Whom did Jesus see as he pussed out of the city?
Mark 2:14. -

12, What was Levi’s business?

13. By what name is he more familiarly known to us?

14. How did the Jews feel toward tax-gatherers?

15. Had they any special cause for disliking them?

16. Why was Matthew especially liable to be despised
by the Jews? )

17. What must have been his fcelings when called by
Josus ?

18. How did he try to show his gratitude?

19. Who attended the feast?

20, What complaint did the scribes and Pharisees make?

21. What response did Jesus make? ’

NOTES ON LESSON WRHREE,

get the sick man

Luke

‘When Jesus had returned from his labors in Gal-
ilee to Capernaum, the news was notlong in spread-
ing, and an eager throng of people soon assembled
around the house where he was staying. They were
anxious to hear some precious word of truth from
his lips, or see some wonderful miracle performed by
him. Among the crowd that came at this time was
a poor paralytic, borne by four men. The crowd
was so great that they could not get near the Sav-
iour; but they felt that in some way the sick man
must be got into his presence. They ascended to
the roof of the house in which Jesus was, and re-
moved a sufficient portion to allow them to lower
the suffering man down where the Saviour was,
Their perseverance and faith were rewarded, the man
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being healed of his disease.. They had faith in the
power of Christ to heal, and they showed it by their
works. This same paralytic had been to the scribes
and doctors for assistance, and had been turned
away with no encouragement, being told that he
was suffering the curse of God for his sins. These
same mon were there when Jesus performed the
miracle in behalf of the sufferer, and knew that
their action was known to many present. Something
must be done, and when Jesus said the sins of the
paralytic were forgiven, they considered that he was
agsuming a power that belonged only to God, and
hence it was Dblasphemy.
say anything at the time, they hoped by this to
prejudice in the future the people against the Sav-
iour, and check their rapidly waning influence. Jesus
read their thoughts, and at once reproved them, giv-
ing as a proof of his power to forgive sin, the heal-
ing of the man. Truly the people had een won-
derful things that day, things that righteous men

of earlier times desired to see, and had not been able.’
Who can doubt the message of salvation when sus-|.

tained by such evidence ?

At the time of Christ, Rome bore universal sway.
Glovernors were appointed over thedifferent provinces,
and a tax was levied to defray the Roman government.
Cwesar Augustus first eommanded that the people
should be taxed, and men were appointed to attend
to the gathering of this money. Such officers were
commonly known as publicans, and despised by the

“Jews; for to have to pay taxes to Rome was a con-
stant reminder that their power and glory as an in-
dependent nation had departed. Unreasonable and
unjust amounts were sometimes exacted; and when

~a Jew so far forgot his lionor as to aceept the office

“of tax-collector, he was especially hated by his own
people, and regarded as an apostate. Levi, the son
“of Alphzus, was a Jew, yet held the position of tax-
collector; and as hie was sitting at the receipt of
customs,—orwhere thepeople paid theirtaxes,—dJesus
passed by and called himi to follow.  Levi was doubt
less miach sarprised at this, but made no excuse, nor
asked any questwns He had become much inter-
ested in Jesus’ work, and considered this call a great
honor, as it really was. He endeavored to show his
appreciation by making a feast in honor of Christ,

In this way, too, he could bring his friends and rela-
tives under the influence of the Saviour, and he
hoped they would recelve him and become his fol-
lowers. The scribes and teachers of the Jews natu-
rally complained a great deal because Christ and
his followers had condescended to associate with
publicans and sinners, The Saviour always had a
reason for his action, and on this oceasion he niet
the objection of the envious Jews by saying that he
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance. is work was for the lost world, and
persons must feel their condition before he can help
them.

Fourth Sabbath 1"n June,—Review.

1. Where did Jesus make his home after leaving Naza- 4

reth?

2. What miracte did Jesus perferm one morning on the
Sea of Galilee!?

3. Who were intercsted in this draught of fishes?

4, Tell how Jesus called them to be his disciples,

B, Whatlesson may welearn from their ready obedience?

6. Where did the party then go?

7. Deseribe the miracle in the synagogue.

8. How were the people affected?

9. To whose housc id Jesus go after leaving the syna-
gogue?

10. What did he do there?

11. When the Sabbath was past what took place ?

12. Where did Jesus go very carly one morning?

13, What did the people fear?

14, What did Jesus say to their entreatics for him to
remain?

15, What noted miracle did he perform while traveling
Lhwugh Galilee? ,

16 Winat-did he say 0 the mait ?

17. Did he suceeed in obeying?

18. What was Christ forced to do?

19. How was he occupied during the day ?

20. What did he do in the evening that sefs us a good
cxample!

21. What did he do to give joy wherever he went?

22. Have we cqual cause for rejoicing?

23. How wasJ esus received on his return-to Capemaum?

- Although they did not |-

24, Tell how the paralyti¢ was healed.

'25. What lesson may we learn from the manner in.
which it was done?

26, Who was called as a disciple by the Saviour!?

27. How did Matthew try to sHow his gratitude ?

28, How did Jesus answer the complaints of the scribes
and Pharisees?

Wouth’

SAYINGS AND DOINGS.

s Depavtvent,

WE do not pluck our grapes from thorns,
Nor figs of thistles gather; -

The cvil tree bears evil fruit;

The evil deeds bring ill repute ;
Good trees bring good fruit ever,

8o evil teaching, word, or deed
Doth evil fruit engender ;,

-And our example, good or ill,

Must blight or bless—its end fulfill:
Good follows good forever.

————
A Boy Grown Up. '
Youwne people rarely realize, when criticising their
elders, that the traits or habits that seem to them
obnoxious were for med in early life. If their man-
ners are rude, if they lack tact, if they are not well
informed, it is because they have not made use of
their oppnrtunities. Manners are the truest indi-
cations of character, A discourteous person is both
careless and selfish, for the best manners are but the
expression of the Golden Rule; they are the card
of introduction to strangers. A friend can introduce
you to good society, but he cannot keep you there ;
that depends on yourself.

A boy of kindly nature is rarely rude. A boy of
selfish nature is polite only -when his own desires
are not interfered with.

Every man is the result of his own boyhood and
youth. If he has read good books, kept himgelf in-
formed of passing events, he becomes what the world
terms a well-informed, intelligent man. If he has
wasted his time in trifling conversation, read only
sensational books and papers, neglected to develop
the talent which he ‘surely possesses, he becomes a
superficial, & tiresome, if not a wicked man,

If, as a boy, he has not cultivated the graces and
amenities of life, he cannot expect to become that
most delightful of men, a polished gentleman. If,
as a boy, he hag not studied to avoid collisions with
those about him, has not recognized the rights of
‘others, has not cultivated a desire to lead men to
higher motives, to give to others the benefit of his

own opportumtles he becomes that most unfortunate
person, a tactless man—a nuisance wherever people
are brought together. One of the lessons every boy
can learn is to watch those men who arouse adverse
criticism and carefully avoid their habits, both of
mind and body. " Remember the old adage, “ By
others’ faults correct your own.”"—Christian Union.
—————

True Beauty.

v

A wowmaxn, famous as one of the most kindly and
lovable among leaders of the best American society,
once said: If T have been able to accomplish any-
thing in life, it is due to a word spoken to me in the
right season when I was a child, by my old teacher.
I was the only homely, awkward girl in a class of
exceptionally pretty ones, and being also dull at my
books, became the butt of the school. T fell into a
morose, despairing state, gave up study, withdrew
into myself, and grew daily more bitter and vindie-
tive.

One day the French teacher, a gray-haired old
woman, with keen eyes and a kind smile, found me
crying.

“ What is the matter, my dear ?” she asked.

¢« O madame, I am so ugly I I sobbed out.
soothed me, but did not contradict me.

Presently she took me to her room, and after
amusing me for some time, said : I have a present

She

|for you,” handing me a scaly, coarse lump covered

with -earth. “Tt is coarse and brown as you.

*Ugly,” did yousay? Very well. We will call it
by your name, then. It is you! Now you shall
plant it and water it and give it sun for a week or
two.”

I planted it and watched it carefully ; the green
leaves came first, and at last the golden Japanese
lily, the first I had ever seen. Madame came to

share my delight.

“ Ah,” she said, significantly, “who would believe
so much beauty and fragrance were shut up in that
little, rough, ugly thing? But it took heart and
came up into the sun.”

It was the first time that it ever occurred to me
that, in spite of my ugly face, I too might be able
to win friends and to make myself beloved in the
world.— Youth’s Companion.

—_—+~_
Boys who Know teo Much.

Krowreper is power; but it is possible for men
to have more power than belongs to them, and more
than they will use rightly.

Some one asked a person employed about an es-
tablishment if he knew how to open the money
drawer. *“7 hope not,” said he; for he knew that
it was not his business to do that ; and bhe had no
right to find oub how a thing could be done when he:
had no business to do it.

Another person could open every money drawer
on the premises; he had experimented until he
found out how., Indeed, he knew so much that it
was found that he cou‘.d be spared to go else-
where.

One knowing fellow can open all the locks in the
honse; hLe knows too much by half. Another goes
poking through desks and letters, reading corre-
spondence which does not belong to him. . Another
plays the eaves-dropper, and worms out secrets and
peddles them around, and prides himself upon his
great knowledge.

Trouble began in this world by people’s trying
to know too much. Adam lost the best place 4 man
ever had in this world by eating from the tree of
knowledge. Many of Adam’s descendants have also
lost good positions by knowing too much.

It isas bad to steal knowledge as it is to steal

money. A sceret or an invention may be worth
millions of money; he who steals it may thus steal
millions. If it were money, he could repent and

return it; but if it is knowledge, it cannot be re-
turned, the thief cannot carry it back,

Do not try to know too much. See that you
know_your own business, but do not peer into what
does not concern you. Forbidden knowledge often
brings sorrow and trouble. When a trunk is robbed
the man whose key fits the lock is suspected. When
the money is stolen, they accuse the man who knew
where it was hidden. Many a man is in prison tod
day because he was too handy with a pen, and coul-
write another man’s. name so that you could not dis,
tinguish it from the man’s own signature.

If you wish peace and prosperity, do not know
too much. He who knows how to do a wrong thing
is likely to be tempted to do it. Ile who never has
thought how the wrong could be dome, certainly
never has done 1t.—Little Christian.

-
e

Mz. Srawiey says the length of the Congo is
2,100 miles, and the Mississippi and the Nile

together would scarcely equal its tribute of water

to the ocean. From the mouth of the river a
steamer drawing fifteen feet can steam up 110
miles, at which point a land journey of 52 miles has
to be taken, on account of rapids. Then another
steaming or rowing voyage of 88 miles ocours
which is succeeded by a land journey of 95 miles
After that it is possible to steam up 1,060 miles.

e

Tuarre is no antidote so suitable and efféctive

against cvil literature as religious literature.

There is no helper of the pulpit more helpful and

important than the religious press.—Herald omci’
Presbyter.
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The True Spirit.

_ ““Go YE into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature,” were the words of Christ to his dis-
ciples; as hie closed his work upon the earth, and as-
cended to heaven fo enter npon another important work
there. The work which he commenced upon the earth,

lie committed to his followers, assuring them that he-

would be with them even to the end of the world. And
this high and holy commission which he committed to
lis disciples Las lost none of its force. There is a
power in the gospel, when spoken by liis Spirit, to save
the soul, and redeem from the power of the enemy.

" Christians have always had a world-wide mission,

and from the time that the Saviour uttered the great
commission, there have been a few #n every age who
have loved the truth more than their lives, and these
féw have felt the burden of the Saviour’s words. It
is when we contract our ideas and circumseribe our in-
terest thiat we lose the power of the gospel. It is the
Spirit of Christ that moves the hearts of men. There
ate a few men in the world, and have been in all ages,
. who lave had the “go” in them ; but in the closing
work of the gospel, fraught with t‘xe deepest interest
the word is, “Go out quickly into the streets and lanes
of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed,
and the halt, and the blind. Go out'into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in.’
.The extent of this work is indicated by the prophetic
declaration: “Thou must prophesy again before many
peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings;” and
ariother expression by the same writer is, “having the
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people.” There can be no mistaking the extent of
the mission.

‘To carry forward this work, men and means are
needed. We look abroad in the world and schools have
been established to educate ministers to engage in the

“work of God ; but those men who have been most sue-

. their own resources to acquire the necessary fitness
to enable them to make a success of the work of God.
Those who have wmade a full consecration of all to the
work will be a benefit to the cause. But the most
worthless class of ministers in existence are those who
have been educated at the expense of others in charity
schools. The most valueless class of missionaries are

those who have been educated to expect to receive high |

salaries. The poorest kind of Christians are those who
have been made such at those missionary posts where
the impression was given that all they had to do was
to hear the missionary who was supported by others,
The spirit of labor and sacrifice must be incor porated
in-every true Christian profession. Jesus, the great
Minister, made an infinite sacrifice. He left the courts
of - glory, where he wus surrounded by angels, in the
presence of the Father, and came to this world to suffer
ighowminy and shame, and finally dicd upon the cross
that we might be saved. His mission was one of care
and toil. He was a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief, Among the children of men in this world,
heiwas homeless and a stranger. He did not hold out
to his followers worldly inducements, or the prospect
of a life of ease and affluence. When a certain scribe
came to him, and said, “Master, I will follow thee
withersoever thou goest,” Christ would give him to
understand from tho start what his followers might
expect, and said, “The foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not

where to iay his head.” Jesus said to the twelve7
“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves ; be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless
as doves.” “The disciple is not above his master, nor
the servant above his lord. Itiscnough forthe dis-
ciple that he be as his master, and the servant as his
lord. If they have called the master of the house Beel-
zebub, how much more shall they call them of his house-
hold ?”

In the wonderful eonversion of Paul,’when he was
called to the work of the ministry, we have an example
of the Lord’s call. Panl doesn’t receive the impression
that his learning and superior talents will secure to him
a large salary, and a high reputation as a Christian
minister ; but on the very start the Lord announces that,
he will show him “how great things he must suffer”
for his name’s sake. Suffering in this world is the
common lot of all; and in proportion as we value
heavenly things, we shall be willing to deny ourselves
in this life. The missionary work is a work of sacri-
fice. Christ set the example, and every true-hearted
believer will bid adieu to worldly happiness and pros-
pects, and will, hang all his hopes for this life and for
that which is to come upon Jesus Christ. He may
suffer deprivation, he may be brought into great straits ;
earthly prospects may fade, worldly interests may come
to naught; but he has a hold from above, and can re-
joice in tribulation., This is the Lord’s plan.
Should men swing out by faith on his promises, and
bear their whole weight upon them, until they are per-
fected by divine strength. Test the strength of God;
prove his promises, even though itbe necessary at times
to place our finger upon the very promises, as did
Augustine’s mother, and plead them before God. God
is pleased when we take him at his word. ’

The hundred-fold to those who mirister does not
come until we have forsaken father, and mother,
and wife, and children. Our gracious Lord has his
hands full of blessings for his people, waiting to re-
spond to acts of faith. He |is more willing to pour
his Holy Spirit upon us than parents are to give goed
gifts to their children ; but these blessings come in re-
sponse to acts of love and faith. It is necessary that
men and women give themselves wholly tohim. They
should lay themselves out for usefulness. They should
value his work and his truth more than everything else.
It is thus that theit character must be perfected for
entrance into the courts of glory. When they value

' the work of God above everything else, God will set

cossful have worked their way through, relying upon | them apart for his service, and spour upon them his

Holy Spirit. It is his will that all of his people culti-
vale aspirit of sacrifice. Itiis his will that bis ministers
carry the message for this time into every Christian
land, until the earth shall be lighted with the trath of
the third angel’s message. 8. N, H,

>

What We Find Concerning the Sabbath and Sunday
During the Lives of the Apostles.

TnE Acts of the Apostles is supposed to have been
written over thirty years after the resurrection of
Christ. Thisbook containsthe principalhistorical factsof
the apostolic church in the days when Christians had
the greatest purity and most glorious success. It has
been an invaluable treatise to.all Christians for eight-
een centuries. In it is given a practical illustration of
the principles of gospel religion, exemplified in the
labors of all the apostles, and it is in this book that we
obtain a view of their understanding of Christ’s teach-
ing ; for they continned to teach and enforce what they
had l(,al ned from him. They did not claim to origi-
nate new doctrines. They were to go “into all the
world, and preach the gospel” that they had learned
from Christ.

What was their attitude toward the Sabbath? Did
they treat it as an existing institution, as sacred writers
in the Old Testament treated it, and as Christ and they
had done previous to the resurrection? Or, did they
call the first day of the week the Sabbath, and enforce
that as a new institution taking the place of the ancient

Thus.

-bestowed upon it any sanctity.

Babbath? Most certainly if Sunday did thus enter into
the place of the creation Sabbath at the resurrection
of Christ, the historical record of the first thirty years
would give us many instances where this new Sabbath

is mentioned, and it would narrate conflicts between

the adherents of the new day and the old, and tell of
the struggles it had to obtain its new position, We
should have statements of the efforts made by leading
men in the chureh, instructing the people concerning
the importance of their keeping sacredly the new day,
and have many references to it. 'We should have some
command given concerning it, and plain statements
of its binding obligation. Such was the case with other
ordinances, doctrines, and requirements which. came
info force with the gospel dispensation. Forexample
we notice baptism. Christ commandsit. Matt, 28 :19;
Mark 16: 16.  Petor does the same. Acts 2: 38;
10:48. Many instances of its performance are given
in which its mode and administration and necessity are
intimated. "Acts 8:12, 36, 87; 16:33; 22:16; Rom.
6:3-5; Col. 2:12, and many othels The Loxds sup-
per was mstltuted by Christ himself, and commanded
by divine authovity, Matt. 26:26-29 ; Mark 14 :22;

Luke 22:17; 1 Cor. 11:20-26. S0 we might present
many other illustrations of the same principle,

Do we find such illustrations of the obligation of
Sunday-keeping ? Al its adherents claim that it
originated with the Christian dispensation. Nota single
command can be found for it, not an instance where it
was observed as a Sabbath, not a hint that Christ had
Indeed, it is mentioned
only once in the whole book of Acts: *“ And we sailed
away from Philippi after the days of unleavened bread,
and came nnto them to Troas in five days; where we
abode seven days. Andupon the first day of the week,
when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow ;
and continued his speecl until midnight. ~ And there
were many lights in the upper chamber where they
were gathered together. And there sat in a window a
certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into
a deep sleep ; and as Paul was Jong preaching, he sunk
down -with sleep, and fell down from the third loft
and was taken up dead. And Paul went down, and fell
on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves;
for his life is in him. 'When he therefore was come up
again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a
long while, even till break of day, so he departed. And
they brought the young man alive, and were not a little
comforted. - And we went before to ship, and sailed
unto Assos, therefintending to take in Paul ; for so had
he appointed, minding himself to go afoot. And when
he met with us at Assos, we took him in, and camse to
Mitylene.” Chap. 20:6-14, We give this narrative,
in_full because this is considered by first-day observers
as one of the strongest evideuces in Dehalf of Sunday.
This is the only instance given in the New Testament
where a religious meeting is said to have been held
on the first day of the week. :

We learn from this scripture and connection the fol-
lowing facts : This was a night meeting, “many lights”
being necessary, as it continued till daybreak ; Euty-
chus falling out of the window about midnight, Panl
went down and healed hiin, after which he continued
to speak till daylight, and then departed onhis journey to
Assos, nineteen and a half miles distant, cutting across
the peninsula ; the ship, with Luke and his companions,
had started at an earlier hour to go around this point of
land, intending to take in Paul when he reached Assos.
In this way Paul gained several hours in which he
could speak to the disciples. To correctly understand
this narrative, it becomes important to ascertain whether
this moeting ocourred on what we now call Saturday
night or on Sunday night. Itis veryeasily shown that
it must have been the former. We have already stated
that inthe Bible reckoning of time the civil day com-
menced at the going down of the sun. “The evening
and the morning were the first day” (Gen. 1:5), and
the samé statement is made of othier days of the crea-
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tion week also. The Bible is consistent with itself
thronghout on this subject, and it is impossible to find
initany other time for beginning the civilday. “TFrom
even unto even shall ye celebrate your SBabbath.” Lev.
23:32. 'The Sabbath commenced at the same time as
the other days. The evening began at the going down
of the sun. “At even when the sun did set.” Mark
1.32. ,

No intelligent person will dispute the fact that the
_Jews, from time iinmemorial to the present day, have
begun the civil day at the going down of the sun. The
“ Bible Dictionary "of the American Tract Somety 8ays
“The Hebrews began their day in the evening.” We
use Roman time, wlich came into vogue among Chris-
tians some centuries this side of the Christian era.
What, then,inust we conclude ?—In order for this night-
meeting to have been on the first day of the week, it
would be on what we call Saturday night, that first day
c]osmw at sundown. These facts, then, must follow:
Paul traveled on foot to Assos, nmoteen and one-half
miles, during the day-time of that Sunday ; and Luke
and his companions spent still inore of the hours of that
day in traveling to the same place by ship. “This con-
olusion is inevitable from the record. It isso plain
-that a large number of first-day observers have felt
compelled to admit its truthfulness. Certainly they
would not liave done so if it were nota fact. We quote
from a few of them as follows :—

H. B. Hackett, D. D., Professor of Biblical Litera-
ture in Newton Theological Institute, in his comment
on Acts 20, says: “The Jews reckoned the day from
evening to evening, and on that principle the evening
of the first day of the week woitld be on Saturday even-
ing. If Luke reckoned so hero, as many commentators
suppose, the apostle then waited for the expiration of
" the Jewish Sabbath, and held his last religious service

with the brethren at Troas at the beginning of the

Christian Sabbath, <. e., on Saturday evening, and con-

sequently resumed his jonrney on Bunday morning.”

Prof. Hackett tries, however, to make it appear that

Luke reckons according to the pagan method in this in-

stance,

Dr. John Kitto says: “The evening of the first day
of the week would be our Saturday evening. If Luke
reckoned so here, as many commentators suppose, the
apostle then waited for the expiration of the Jewish
Sabbatlh, and held his last religious service with the
brethren at Troas at the beginning of the Christian
Sabbath, i. e, on Saturday evening, and consequently
resumed his journey on Sunday morning.”—Cyclopedic
of Biblical Literature, avt. Lord’s Day.

In Conybeare and Howson's “Life and Epistles of
the Apostle Paul,” it is said, speaking of this meeting,
that “It was the evening which succeeded the Jewish
Sabbath. On the Sunday morning the vessel was about
to sail.” And of the journey that day it says: “He
[Paul] pursucd his lonely road that Sunday afternoon
in the spring among the oak woods and the streams of
Ida."—Vol. 2, pp. 206, 209. Prof. McGarvey, of the
Disciple chureh, says: “I conclude, therefore, that the
brethren met on the night after the Jewish Sabbath,
which was still observed as a day of rest by all those

“who were Jews or Jowish proselytes; and considering

this the beginning of the first day of the week, spent

it in the manner above described. On Sunday morn-

ing Pauland his companions resumed their journey.”
* —Comment on Acts. Othor authors might be quoted ;

butlet it be noticed that these arc all writers who observe
Sunday themselves, They would not make these ad-
missions unless their sense of truth required it. They
express the fact that “ many commentators” hold the
same opinion. Prof. McGarvey -admits that all the
Jewish disciples and proselytes still regarded the Sab-
bath sacredly as a day of rest, That was in the year
59, sonoe twenty-gix years after the resurrection. Ac-
cording to the Bible chronology, all the apostles, Paul
included, with all the companions of Christ, still re-
garded the seventh-day Sabbath assacred. Surely this
is a good admission coming from a first-day commen-

tator. These apostles of Christ had not learned then
that another Sabbath had taken its place.

Woe see, therefore, ihat this scripture, which on the
whole is legaxded as the strongest text to be found in
the Bible in behalf of Sunday, proves just the opposﬂ:e
from what it is'cited to prove. This instance is rcaily.
the second mention of the first day of the woek we have
seen thus far in the historical record, the day of Christ’s
resurrection being the first. Then some of the disciples
wa'ked fifteen miles. Here the great apostle to the
Gentiles travels on foot nineteen and one-half miles;
while his companions travel still farther, on the ship.
Itis surely strange that such instances should be thouglit
to furnish evidence in behalf of the institution of a new
Sabbath.

Should any desire to imitate apostolic exa ple con-
cerning Sunday, they should hold a meeting on Satur-
day night, and work in the light part of the day; for
this is precisely what Paul and his companions did.

. G. 1. B.

-
P

The Assurance of Faith.

In the decree given to Eara by Artaxerses Longim-
anus, as recorded in Hzra 7, a decree which marks the
commencement of the seventy weeks, and of the longer
period of twenty-three hundred days, we find these re-
markable words: “ Whatsoever is comnmanded by the
(Fod of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house
of the God of heaven; for why should there be wrath
against the realm of the king and his sons ?”  Verse 23.

What does the king mean'by saying, “ Why should
there be wrath against the realm of the king “and his
sons ?” It is a declaration on his part that he felt as-
sured that unless he did grant this decrce for the res-
toration of Jerusalem, he would expose himsclf and his
kingdom after him to the judgment and wrath of the
God of heaven. But from what source had hLe re-
ceived this impression ? It must have been from the
representation made to liim by Bzra, who had requested
of the king the favors which thls decree bestowed.
Thus incidentally (for we have no direct record in the
case) is the curtain lifted, permitting us to behold the
course taken by Ezra, and the boldness with which he
acted in this matter.

Again, in chap. 8:22, we find another passage, giv-
ing us a little further insight into the internal history of
this movement. Hzra started on his perilous journey
toJerusalem—perilous because he bore immense sums
of treasure, and beeause a great portion of his company
consisted of women and children, who would be wn
easy prey to bandits and- marauders—without an es-
cort or a guard ; and in verse 22 he tells us why he
did so: “For I was ashamed to require of the king a
band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the
enemy in the way, because we had spoken unto the
king, saying, The hand of our God is upon all them for
good that seek him; but his power and his wrath is
against all them that forsake him.”

1t is here revealed that the Spirit of God had led
Eara to plead before the king the privileges which God
vouchsafes to his people, how his> hand would gnide
and uphold all those who would scek him, but be
against all who should forsake him ; and having com-
mitted himself to this declaration, he must act con-
gistently therewith, and having assured the king that
God would stand by and strengthen him, he could not
deny his own words by asking the protection of the
king’s horsemen and soldiers, as though he could not
make the journey without their aid.

" To appreciate the bold position of Eazra hefore the
king, consider & moment his situation. He was a cap-
tive in a strange Jand, and the request he had to make
was one which the king would most naturally consider
against his own interest and the interest of his kingdom,
namely, to let a great body of captives who had doubt-
less become a profitable prtion of his subjects, depart
out of the kingdom, and to suffer the rebuilding of a
c¢ity which. had been considered the stronghold of a

fractious and rebellious people. It was a bold step for
Bazra to simply: make this request ; how much bolder
to urge it under threatenings of wrath from God agm nst
the king ! How must the king have felt when listen-
ing to the bold request of one of his captive subjects,
and his threatenings of wrath unless it was granted!
And how must Tizra have felt while thus threatening
wrath upon the king, the person who held in his hand
not only the life of Iizra, but thelives ofall his people !
And with what astonishinent must all have looked upon .
what to them must have seerned like an act of pre-
sumption! But izra pressed his case, gathered his com-
pany, aud took his departure for Jerusalem. Such was
his confidence in God; and it was not disappointed.
God, he tells us, was entreated of them, and his good
hand was upon them. And that move has given the
student of prophecy a starting-point for the most im-
portant prophetic periods on the inspired page, and
from it have resulted all the fulfillments of God’s word
which afterward took place in Jewish history, What
a lesson for the people of God in all subsequent ages !

We want more of that faith which Bzra had, which
will boldly commit itself to Giod's word, and take its
stand to carry out his purpose, though kings and king-
doms should stand inthe way.  But first we want Eura’s
communion with God, and his knowledge of the
divine will. U. 8.

—e—————

Seiene: and Spi.ritua,lism.

THERE is one phase of the investigation of Spiritu-
alism which does injustice to the truth and to science.
Whenever a scientific scholar embraces Spiritualism, it
is set down as a testimony from seience in favor of
Spiritualism. This is not correct. No one has ever
pretended to prove Bpiritualism by scientific tests, or
on scientific grounds. The most that they can say is,
that they cannot discover any collusion nor trace it to
its origin. They admit its claims because they cannot
determine its origin.

Now it is evident that this is not the voice of science
in favor of Spiritualism. It is only a confession on
their part that it does not fall within the range of sci-
entific tests. Of course, when it is removed from the -
field of scientific research, it becomes, to them, a matter
of conjecture as much as to the unlearned. Their tos-
timony is entirely of a negative character. They admit
its claims because they are not able to give any satis-
factory solution of its mysteries. DBut this does not
prove anything. Tt certainly does not prove that the
claims of Spiritualism are correct; it cnly shows tlmt
they do not know anything about lt

Whether the testimony of the seientists is of any
valuc at all depends altogether on the thoroughness of
their investigations. But it must be remembered that
their investigations are phenomenal, not'scientific ; and
therefore their conclusions are worth no more than are
those of the unlearned who observe the phenomena with
equal carefulness. No one has a right to affirm that a
proposition is true because he does not know that.it is
not true.

Where science and human reason fail, the Bible cones
to our aid. The claims of Spiritualism are based on
certain phenomena or facts of occurrence. These oc-
currences are, by careful observation, determined to be
of unknown origin, that is, their origin is not from any-
thing natural; they are supernatural. But that which -
is supernatural is beyond the bounds of science and
were reasoning. It must be established by testimony
above nature.

Having arrived at this evident conclusion, we must
either admit the claims of Spiritualism on its own word,
or take some other testimony which claims to be above
nature. Such testimony we find in the Bible. It claims
to be of divine origin; to establigh its claimis by the
fulfillment of its prophecies, by the purity of its mor-
ality, by the harmony of its teachings, and by its vin-
dication of divine justice even in dispensing mercy to
the erring. In each of these points, Spiritualism en-
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tirely fails to establish its claims to our acceptance.
THe teachings of the Bible are elevating; those of
Spiritualism are degrading.
~ The Bible informns us that there were mtelhgences
créated before the creation of man ; that they rejoiced
in‘the creation of this world, and gual‘ded the way of
the tree of life after the fall of man; that some of
thewn sinned, as man has sinned, and lost their first “es-
tate ;" that under the name of demons -(devils), they
c(m‘y on their deceptions, and their rebellions against
"God ; and that they work miracles, or “lying wonders,”
toturn men away from the truth. The medinms of
Spiritnalism and their works are described inthe Bible,
and identified beyond all question. Their doctrines are
called the doctrines of devils.

Spiritualists prove the Bible true by denouncing it,
‘by. denying the authority of God, denying Jesus Christ
and all means of salvation outside of man's own nature,
by'f denying a future Judgment and human accounta-
bility, by denying that any action is morally wrong
and ULy affirming that the purest state of society and
the highest morality can only be found in the abroga-
tion of marriage and the unrestrained passional attrac-
tion of the sexes !

With these facts before us on every hand, why is it
tha,t men of education, of good reasoning (Lblllty, adnit
theé claims of Spiritualism and entirely ignore the tes-
timony of the Bible ?

This question may be readily answered by any one
who has observed the tendency of the schools of these
degenerate times, The disposition has some time been
growing among men to accept science as the highest
possible source of knowledge, and to rule out the tes-
timony of the Bible as of no real value. Indeed, they
have been placed in opposition to each other, and that
evén by professed teachers of the Bible; and the tes-
timony of science has been decided, positive, and deter-
minate, and that of the Bible speculative and uncer-
tain. The Bible has thus been caused to- lose its hold
upbn the popular mind and heart. And when science
is found to be at fault, when it fails to measure the
suf)erhatural men are left without a compass, at the
merey of the winds of speculation. Having lost their
reverence for the Bible, they have thrown off restraint ;
and now, when their dependence fails, they would
1'atzher float even to the vortex of a whirlpool than to
return to the teachings of the Bible, which restrains
thair selfishness and requires humility.

The apostle Paul speaks of ‘‘the oppositions of
science falsely so called,” and says they are “ vain bab-
blings.” Much that is called science in this age will
fa)l under this head, We often hear men tlippantly
tal1;< of what “science proves” when not a single well-
attested fact exists to support their assertions. Many
are but reproducing what the apostle so graphically
degeribes in Romans 1: “Professing themselves to be
wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the
unconuptlble God into an image made like to corrupt-
ible man,” etc. “Who changed the truth of God into
a He, and worshiped and served the creature more than
the Creator.” ) J. H. W.

—————
Manner of Christ’s Coming,

Tre Bible furnishes a sufficient answer to every
theologieal vagary that men can devise. One of ihe
modern ideas is that the Lord has already come, and
‘that Christians, or at least thoss who call themselves
such, are already in the immortal state. This idea is
not really new ; for Paul had to combat it eighteen
hundred years ago. Writing of profane and vain bab-
blings, he said : “And their word will eat as doth a
canker ; of whom is Hymeneusand Philetus ; who con-
" cerping the truth have erred, saying that the resnrrec-
tion is past already ; and overthrow the faith of some.”
2 Thn, 2: 17, 18, Indeed, if church history be dili-
gently studied, it will be seen that all the “new theol-
ogy” of these days is only a revamping of the musty
ideas of the church “ Fathers,” who were really the
“fathers” of all heresy.

But there 18 no dogma of modern spiritualistic the-
ology that is more directly contradicted by the Bible
than is the one that Christ either has come the second
time, or comes as often as a good man dies, or
that in some way his second coming is a mysterious
affair of which nothing can be known untilit has taken
place. On this subject we find the following plain and
emphatic words of our Saviour himself :—

“Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, herc is
Christ, or there ; believe it not. For there shall arise
false christs and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders ; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect. Behsld, I have told
youbefore. - Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Be-
hold, he is in the desert, go not forth; behold; he is
in the secret chambers, believe it not.  For as the
lightning corneth out of the east, and shineth even unto
the west, 8o shall also the coming of the Son of man
be.” Matt. 24 :23-27.

This one text is sufficient to enable any one to deter-
miine the literalness of Christ’s coming. First, false
christs will arise ; men will say to us, “*Christ is ont
there in the desert ;” the comand is, * Go not forth ;”
others will say, *“He has appeared in such and such a
meeting ;” the commanl is, ““ Believe it not.” But why
may we not believe some of these tales? Why should
we not investigate ‘all of them, lest perchance Christ
should cowe, and we not know of it >—Simply because he
will not come in a secret manner. *‘For as the lightning
cometli out of the east, and shineth even unto the west,
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” No
one can fail to see the vivid lightning flash thatcovers
the whole sky ; even though the eyes be closed, that
wonderful glare cannot be wholly shut ont. And the
coming of Christ will be like the lightning’s flash, for
brilliancy, because he “shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels” (Matt. 16 :27); or, as Paul
says, “The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire.” 2Thess.1:7,8.

We said that noone can avoid seeing the vivid light-
ning flash. So noone can avoid seeing the Son of God
when he comes. The apostle John says: “Behold, he
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him; and all kindreds of the
earth shall wail because of him.” Rev. 1:7. Although
those who have rejected Christ will be loath to see Lin;
although “they shall go into the holes of the rocks,
and into the caves of" the earth, for fear of the Lord,
and for the glory of his majesty, when he arisetlr to
shake terribly the earth” (Isa.2:19), and will cry to
the mountaing and rocks, *“Fall on us, and hide us from
the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from
the wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:16), they will not be
able to escape his piercing gaze, nor to shut out from
their eyes his terrible and overwhelming glory.

In that day there will be no need of anybody's say-
ing, “Lo, here is Christ, or, Lo, there.” There will be
no chance for mistake, ‘“For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God.” 1 Thess.
4:16. That trumpet’s mighty sound will shake the
earth ; the graves will be opened ; those who sleep in
Jesus shall rise first, clothed in immortality, while the
living righteons will be changed “in a mowment, in the
twinkling of an eye,” and all together will be caught
up to be forever with the Lord.

These events are near at hand. The signs in the
heavens, which Christ announced as indicating his
coming near, have been fulfilled. - And now that we
are in the time when Satan may be expected to work
with “all power and signs and lying wonders ;" when
as an angel of light he will profess to be Christ, it is
needful that we indelibly fix in our minds those truths
concerning Christ's second coming which alone will
keep even the elect from being deceived. If we store
our minds with the simple truths of the Bible, we shall
have wherewith to unvail the deceptions of Satan; and
thus God’s word will be a light to our feet and a la,rnp
‘to our path. k. J WAGGONER

M isniomary,

THE SIFTING OF PETER.

In 8t. Luke’s Gospel we are told
How Peter, in the days of old,
Was sifted ;
And now, though ages intervene,
Sin i3 the same, while time and scene
Are shifted.

Salau desires us, great and small,
As wheat to sift us, and we all
R Arc tempted ;
Not one, howgver rich or great,
Ts by his stature or estate
Exempted.

No house so safely gnarded is

But he, by some device of his,
Can’enter;

No heart hath armor so complete

But he can pieree, with arrow fleet,
Its center.

For all at last the cock will crow,
Who hear the warning voiee, but go
Unheeding,
Till thrice and more they have denied
The Man of sorrows, crucified
And bleeding.

One look of that pale, suffering face

Will make us feel the deep disgrace
Of weakness;

We shall be sifted till the strength

Of self-conceit be changed at length
To meekness.

‘Wounds of the soul, though healed. will ache ;

The reddening scar remain, and make
Confession ;

Lost innocence returns no more ;

We are not what we were before
Transgression.

But noble souls, through dust and heat,
Rise from disaster and defeat

The stronger,
And conscious still of the divine
Within them, lie on earth supine

No longer. — Longfellow.

Knox in Secotland.

Tug reply which John Knox made to the Protest-
ant noblemen silenced all further remonstrance ; and
the next day he appeared in the pulpit, and preached
to a large assembly, including some of the clergy,
without the slightest opposition or interruption.
His subject, as usual, was pertinent to the occasion,
Selecting the circumstance of Christ’s driving from
the temple those who sold oxen, doves, etc., as the
basis of his discourse, he went on to expose the enor-
mous corruptions that had been introduced into
the church under the papacy, and to point out the
duty of Christiuns to remove them,.as faras in their
power. The three following days, 'he also preached
in the same place; and, as the result, the people
harmoniously agreed to set up the reform worship
in the town, Accordingly the church was stripped
of images and pictures, and the monasteries pulled
down. This occurred June 14, 1559, The Regent,
hearing of these proceedings, attempted to come
upon the reformers and take them by surprise ; but
those from other places rallied to their assistance
with so much speed and in such numbers, that she

| dared not risk a battle.

The example of St. Andrews was qmckly followed
in other parts of the kingdom., Within a few weeks,
at Crail, Cupar, Lindores, Stirling, Linlithgow,
Glasgow, and Edinburg, the houses of the monks
were overthrown, and all the instruments which had -
been employed to foster jdolatry and image-worship
were destroyed. This destraction of property, and
of many relics of ancient art and valuable mentorials
of antiquity, has been severely censured, even by
some who were not Catholics ; but when we con-
sider that it was largely by the magnificence of tem-
ples and the splendid apparatus of its worship that
the popish church fascinated the senses and imagina-
tiong of the people, a necessity for the removal of
such things becomes apparent. “The best way to
keep the rooks from returning is to pull down their
nests,”’ was a maxim which Knox is said to have in-’

culcated
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Soon after this, Knox undertook a tour of preach~
ing through the kingdom, which he accomplished in
about two months. In speaking of him at this time,
the historian says: “The wide field which was be-~
fore him, the interesting situation in which he was
placed, the dangers by which he was surrounded, and
‘the hopes which he cherished, increased the ardor of
his zeal, and stimnlated him to extraordinary ex-
ertions, botheof body and mind.”™ Of this time he,
himself, thus speaks: “The long thirst of my
wretched heart is satisfied in abundance that is
above my expectation; for now forty days and more
hath my God used my tongue, in my native country,
to the manifestation of his glory. Whatsoever now
shall follow as touching my own person, his holy
name be praised. The thirst of the poor people, as
well as of the nobility here, is wondrous great ; which
putteth me in comfort that Christ Jesus shall trinmph
here in the north and extrente parts of the earth for
a space. Time to me is so precious that with great
difficulty can I steal one hour in eight days cither
to satisfy myself or to gratify my friends. - T have
been in continual travel since the day of appoint-
ment; and, notwithstanding the fevers have vexed
me, yet have T traveled through the most part of
this realm, where all men, of all sorts and counditions,
embrace the truth. Xnemies we have many, by
- reagon of the renchmen who lately arrived, of whom
our papists lope golden hills. As we bo net able
to resist, we do nothing but go about Jericho, blow-
ing with trumpets, as God giveth strength, loping
for vietory hy his power alone.”

At this period, the Reformation in Scotland be-
coming more intimately conuected with political
matters, we find Knox acting to some extent as a
politician ; not, however, from: choice, but a sense of
duty. “Te felt,” says his biographer, “ that it was
almost as difficult to preserve Christian integrity
and simplieity amidst the crooked wiles of political
intrigue as he had formerly found it to pursue truth
througli the perplexing mazes of scholastic sophistry.”
Prance, in whose court Catholicism prevailed, was
plotting for the overthrow of IBlizabeth’s reign and
the snppression of the Reformation in England and
Scotland., It was information of this kind that
Knox wished to convey to the English court on his
return to Scotland, when he was so rudely repulsed.
Scotland was the only avena~ through which France
could make a successful attack upon England.
French troops were accordingly sent to Scotland, to
assist the Regent in her efforts against the Protest-
ant party ; and it soon became evident that the lat-
ter would not loug be able to maintain the struggle
without foreign aid. -

Knox finally suceceded in securing a communica-
tion with the inglish court ; but that country, wish-
ing to avoid an open rupture with I'rance, was slow
in granting other than pecuniary aid, which it did
secretly. Meanwhile, the zeal and activity of Knox
in securing aid from England and in other ways,
exposed him to the deadly hatred of the Regent and
the papists. A reward was publicly offered to the
person who should seize or kill him; and different
persons were watching an opportunity to apprehend
hitn.  This, however, did not deter him from appear-
ing in public, nor from traveling through the coun-
try when duty required. ¢“His ex rtions at this
period,” says the historian, “were iacredibly great,
By day he was employed in preachiug, by night in
writing letters on public business. He was the soul
of the congregation ; was always present at the post
of danger ; and by his presence, his public discourse,
and private advice, animated the whole body, and
defeated the schemes employed to corrupt and dis-
unite them.”

A letter is said to- be in the British Museum
which was written by Knox at this time, in whieh
he says that of the twenty-four hours he has not four
for natural rest. e also speaks of his last request
for his mother, and of his need of a -good horse;
«for,” says he, “ great watch is laid for my appre-
hension, and large money is promised to any that
shall kill me.” The letter was written at midnight,
and the last words are broken, as though the . writer
ha 1 fallen asleep while writing. S. N. H.

Daylestord, Trentham, and Ballarat.

We closed our tent-meetings in Trentham on
Sunday, April 17, and stored the tent for the
winter. Since that time have visited Ballarat and
held the church and tract and missionary quarterly
meetings. Two were baptized, and joined the
church. Since returning to Trentham, have held
occasional meetings in a private house. Twenty-
seven have signed the covenant to keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of . Jesus at
Daylesford and Trentham. Six were baptized at
Trentham, Omne of these had been an infidel, but
is .now rejoicing in a firm hope in Christ. He
spends much of his spare time in studying the
Bible, and considers it the most wonderful book he
ever read. ‘

Officers have been appointed for the company
in each of these places, and arrangements made for
holding regular meetings, until a permanent church
orgafiization shall be effected. A Sabbath-school
and tract and missionary society have been organized
at each place. One tract society has started with
a club of 20 copies of the Ecmo, and the other 25 ;

they also have a supply of tracts and pamphlets,-

Tlach Sabbath-school has a library of our denomi-
national works, including the ten volumes of
Testimonies and Great Controversy.

Our book sales amount to £22, and about a
dozen individual subscriptions to the Kcmo have
been taken. Donations toward paying tent ex-
penses, £11 8s, 41d.

We feel thankful for the measure of success that
has attended the work in these places, and pray

that those who have taken their stand for the|

truth may be channels of light to convey to others
the good news of the soon coming of the Lord, and
of his willingness to help them to get ready for that
glorious event. M. C.-IsragL.

Melbourne, May 10, 1887.

————
New Zealand,

SincE our last veport, we have closed the tent-
meetings in Auckland. This has been the most
pleasant and encouraging series of tent-meetings
we have ever held. The weather has not only been
pleasant, but really delightful, from first to last.
The attendance has
anticipated it would be when we began. It was
our intention to remain in this part of the city only
a few weeks ; but circumstances have been such that
we could not think it best to move. At times the
power of Satan has been great, and it has seemed that
nothing would be accomplished. But we all, with
anxiety, have laid the matter before the Lord, and’he
has helped just as he has promised in his word.
Fifty-four persons have decided to keep the com-
mandments of God. The most of these are adults
who are located in the city, a fact whiclr will have a
tendency to make the work permanent,

We have organized a Sabbath-school of seventy-
eight members. There are four divisions and ten
classes, Nearly every Sabbath-keeper is a member
of the school. We have never seen a new company
take a deeper interest in the Sabbath-school work
in all its phases. The school is conducted on the
same plan that our schools are in all parts of the
world, and all who have attended are more than
pleased with the methods. If all do their duty,
God will bless them, and the Auckland Sabbath-
school will be a great blessing to the work here.

T am sure the readers of the Ecno will be pleased
to learn that we are now erecting a house of worship.
This was proposed a few weeks ago by those who
have lately begun to observe the Sabbath. A
meeting was called to consider the matter, which
resulted in the election of a committee of five to
select an allotment on which to-build ; and a finance
committee of five, with a secretary and treasurer.
During the same meeting, £115 was pledged and
partially paid. Since then -the subscriptions have
been raised to £160. A good allotment, with 76
feet frontage, has been secured, and the work on the
church is progressing nicely. The building is to be

32 x 55.

been far better than wej.

‘We hope to have it up ready for use by
the first of ‘June. ] ‘

Although the tent has been taken down, the
interest has not ceased, neither is our work done.
We have secured a hall for services during a portion
of the week. At our last meeting it was full, and
nearly all voted to have the meetings continued as
often as possible. There is a very kindly feeling on
the part of scores of people. We believe that as’
we continue our work, one after another will yield,
until a large church will be formed here. We see
evidences of the wrath of the dragon; but it is
confined to the churches. We make but little
reference to this, but go forward with our work,
doing what we can for those who desire to know the
truth.

Our canvassers are still mecting with some
suecess, and are of good courage. A missionary
spirit is beginning to be manifested by different
ones, and some are making efforts to get the Ecuo
and tracts into the hands of their friends. "The
people of New Zealand manifest a willingness, or
rather an anxiety, to investigate these truths for
themselves, During the tent-meetings they pur-
chased ahout £88 worth of our publications, aud
subscribed for many copies of the Icmo.
as the hurry onthe church is over, we shall organize
a tract and missionavy society, and put forth more
earnest and systematic efforts to spread the truth.

We all highly appreciated the labors and counsels
of Bro. and Sister Curtis during their stay with us.
They came just wheu we were 1n need of help the
most, and the Lord blessed the efforts we put forth
to rougd off the work.

The cash left in the free contribution boxes during
the tent-meetings amounted to £20. This would -
have been greatly increased at the last, had "not so
much been pledged toward the new building. .

We feel unworthy of the help and blessing of
God which we have had this summer. We feel
that the earnest prayers of our brethren have been
a great help. Truly the fields are white already to
harvest. 'We long to see the truth go with greater.
power. Pray for the work in this colony.

' A. G. DaviBLLs,

Awuckland, N. Z., M.y 3, 1887.

——
Social-Meeting Testimonics.

Tury should be testimonies; not sermmonettes,
nor long speeches, nor prolonged exhortations, but
Chlristian hearts witnessing to the truth. Some
laymen seem to think the prayer-meeting a good
place for them to practice preaching. Others who
never say anything to a sinner iu private use it to
exhort and exhort. Others improve the timme to
make a fine speech—some to criticise the church,
others to ventilate their particnlar religious hobby ;
others to pour out their complaints, and make con-
fession of (that which all know) what sinners they
are: others to get off some new idea, or to cxpress
a different opinion from some qne else; and still
others to lecture the brethren upon the cold state of
the church. But all such are death to a prayer-
meeting. There should beno disputing, or wailing,
or lecturing, or criticising, or preaching, or talking
about disputed questions in a prayer-meeting, but a
testifying to the truth of Christ.

It the subject is faith, let each one witness to the
power of faith as they have found it in their par-
ticular relations in life.

If the subject is hope, let each one tell how the
gospel hope has helped him in conflicts. W hatever
the theme may be, testify to its helpfulness in your
life; and these testimonies should be, like the
prayers, short, prompt, and tender.—Pulpit Treasury.

__,,‘____.4_______—

Maxy ‘Christians have to endure the solitude of
the unnoticed laborer. They are serving God in
a way which is exceedingly useful, but not at
all noticeable. How very sweet to many workers
are those little corners of the newspapers and maga-
zines which describe their labors and successes | Yet
some who are doing what God will think a greot deal
more of at last, never saw their names in print.—
Spurgeon.

As soon |
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THE TWO GLASSES.

THERE sat two glasses filled to the brim,
On & rich man’s table, rim to rim:

One was ruddy and red as blood,

And onc was clear as the crystal flood.

Said the glass of wine to the paler brother :

L6t us tell the tales of the past to each other;

> T can tell of banquet and revel and mirth,
- And the proudest and grandest souls on earth
TFell:under my touch as though strack by blight,
. -Where [ was king ; for I ruled in might.
From the heads of kings I have torn the crown,
From the height of fame 1 have hurled men down.
[ have blastel many an honored name,
I have taken virtue and given shame ;
I have tempted the youth with a sip, a taste,
That has made his future a barren waste.
Far greater than any king am I,
Or than auy arm beneath the sky.
I have made the arm of the driver fail,
~ Andisent the train from the iron rail ;
1 have made good ships go down at sex,

- And‘the shricks of the lost were sweet Lo me
For they said, ‘ Behold how great you be!
Fame, strength, wealth, genius before you fall.
Andiyour might and power are over all.
Hol:ho! pale brother,” laughed the wine,

“Can you boast of deeds as great as mine?”

Saidithe glass of water: “1 cannot boast
Of a'king dethroned or a murdered host ;
_But I can tell of a heart once sad,
By my crystal drops made light and glad ;
Of thirsts I’ve quenched and brows 've laved ;
Of hands I’ve cooled, of souls I've saved.
I have leaped thriugh the valleys, dashel down the
© mountain,
Tlowed in the river, and played in the fountain,
Slept in the sunshine and dropped from the sky,
And ‘éverywherc gladdened the landscape and eye.
L have cased the hot forchead of fever and pain ;
I have made the parched meadows grow fertile with grain ;
i tell of the powerful wheel of the mill
iground out the flour and turued at my will.
I cat tell of manhood debased by you
have lifted and crowued anew.
I chéer, I help, I strengthen and aid ;
I gladden the heart of man and maid ;
I set:the-chained wine-captive frec,
And all are better for knowing me.”
Thesé are the tales they told each other,
The glass of wine and its paler brother,
As they sat together filled to the brim,
On the rich man’s table, rim to rim.

.
-

Algiers.

Weuen the Mediterranean steamer bearing the
voyager ‘““in search of. sunshine” slips at early
dawn into the quiet waters of the blue Algerian bay, a
scenéof marvellous, almost mysterious beauty presents
itself to view. The white town of war aund romance
rises terrace above terrace from the waves, and sits in
dreamy stateliness. On either hand stand guard-

‘runs o fine boulevard planted with euncalyptus, from
many points of which beantiful views may be ob-
tained. Tt is a pleasant and popular promenade,
where one may become acquainted with some of the
fascinating features of strect-lifein thiscity of strange
contrasts in race, costume, and—one almost regrots
—in architecture. For Algiers is fast becoming -a
French city, in the more modernized portions of
which, amid wide public squares, street-lights, and
rows of Parisian shop-windows, the stately Aral,
wrapped in his white bournous, looks strangely out
of place. Still the gtranger may stroll at eage, and
feed his fancy for the picturesque in the old Arab
town, where the prison-like Moorish houses crowd
close upon the narrow tangled streets, looking down
in endless silence into the questioning face of the
passer-by, who longs for a glimpse of the life hidden
within. He longs in vain; for the Arab house is
the most utterly non-committal, silently-secretive
object in the universe, from its marble-pillared ourt
up to its flat roof. Here at twilight gorgeous Fati-
mahs glide gracefully about, arrayed in richly-em-
broidered vests and silken sashes and trousers, ox-
changing greetings and gossip with their soft-eyed
sisters on the neighboring roofs, reaching, mayhap,
in friendly intercourse a jewelled hand across the
narrow street.

The shops of Algiers are interesting haunts to
strangers, particularly those kept by the Moors and
Jews. The ordinary stall, beside which the modern
Alnaschar sits cross-legged, is hardly more than a
cupboard, filled with a confused jumble of merchan-
dise, which the pious follower of the Prophet un-
hesitatingly leaves without attendant or protection
at the call to prayer, '

Onemay findno end of variety in the assortments of
these quaint and picturesque shops and Dazars of
Algiors, from strings of beads and jewelry of silver
and coral worn by the poorer people to'softest rugs
and carpets of enticing antique hues, Here'you
may revel in all sorts of Eastern bric-a-brac, pottery
of Tunisian or Kabyle manufacture (the Kabyles
may be called the aborigines of Algiers), articles
made of feathers and embroidered leather, soft silken
haiks, and jewelry of every kind, auklets, rings, and
bracelets, whose rough Eastern settings gleam with
precious stones.
tiny cups. Irom such these Algerians drink their
favorite Mocha ; for though the Prophet was stern
in his decrees regarding total abstinence, the
Koran contains no clause forbidding the use of coffee
or—tobaceo ; and these dusky Arabs imbibe hoth
freely. Seated on rugs in the paved courts of their
houses, or on divans in the cafés, they gravely hend
their turbaned heads over a game of chess, drink
coffee, and smolce ceaselessly from their chibouques.
The native fondness for games appears to be in no
way dampened by the fact that gambling is ex-

ian hills of emnerald hue, Rich vineyards and groves !
of orange or of olive smile around, while, crowning |
all with strange ethereal beauty, the snowy summits |
of the Atlas fade among the clouds. A Dllessed
booniis that icy barricade to this storied city and
these velvet plains, cooling the flery breath of the
south winds that sweep up from the Saliara, while

_on thie other hand the winter winds from the north
-come] with a softened touch over the suuny surface
of the Mediterranean.

The harbor of Algiers is protected by two strong
jetties, somewhat more than 6,000 feet in length,
that ¢clasp the port about like sheltering arms, in-
closinig an area of over 200 acres. At the extremity
of edch stands a fort, and in the midst of the

~harbor the battery of El-Djefna rises from its rock,

a spot of brightest green surrounded by azure waves.

Ornje cannot enter this safe, commodious harbor

- without, calling to mind the dark, despotic days

when: Christian slaves toiled here, year after year,

tobuild a barrier against the storm-tossed sea. What

" tales :of persecution almost too appalling to be

utteréd, of heroic patience almost beyond belief,
clustdr about this spot. ’ '

- Along the strongly-guarded water-front of Algiers,

a distance of over 3,000 feet, and, indeed, along the

entire extent of the ramparts of the city up to the

pressly tabooed by their code. Perched upon their
matted shelves or seated upon the floor, they gravely
play the hours away at checlcers, chess, or cards in
silent satisfaction. How grave they are. how silent,
how mysterious !  After all, there is nothing in this
ancient Arab city quite so interesting—Dbecause so
enigmatical—as the Arab himself. His dark, hand-
some face looks forth from the hooded bournous that
hides him in its ample folds, and secems itself to be
a symbol of the strange seclusion, the impenetrable
mystery, that has for ages wrapped from sight his
hidden life. Dreary and despotic -enough we may
believe that hiddenlife to be ; still, as we see thedig-
nity, the real majesty, with which he treads these
streets, in spite of whatever we know and what more
we may guess, we can but acknowledge that by far
the most impressive object about us is this princely,
patriarchal Arab, this unsolved riddle of Algiers.—
1ilustrated Christian Weekly. )

—_——f—————— .
Inregardto the opening of harbors of refugein Eng-
land, John Ruskin Dbeautifully says: ¢The money
which the English habitually spend in cutting dia-
monds would, in ten years, if it were applied to cut-
tingrocks instead, leave no dangerous reef nor diffieult
harbor round the island coast. Great Britain would

Kasba, or citadel, which crowns its highest point,

be a diamond worth cutting ; indeed, a $rue piece of
¢ Regalia.”” ' -

Here are dainty coffee sets with-

How One Drunkard was Made.

Ir was done in the usnal way, with this difference
(to me, at least), I saw it done. Had I known the
end from the beginning, I should have raised a
warning cry. Who would not 7 Was not the
drunkard’s end, when the wine which “ moveth itself
aright ” is biting like a serpent and stinging like an
adder, what I had always looked at? «But one day
the beginning and the end of his course were set
over against each other in such a way that I
geemed to see the picture as a vision,

It was New Year's day, 186—. A storm had
been raging outside since morning ; but we who had
gathered in Mrs. C.’s beautiful parlor knew nothing
of Ditter wind and slect, except that we had fewer
callers than usual. The bright fire glowed in hos-
pitable welcome on the hearth for winter cheer, and
one might forget in the bloom and fragrance of the
flowers that brightened the room everywhere that it
was not summer time and summer weather.

I remember the scene so well. The happy young
faces, the gay dresses, the songs with wlhich we
filled the intervals, the tables so loaded with dainties,
and the friends about it who came into the sunshine
of that pleasant home with wishes for us all of a
“ Happy New Yecar.”

Just at nightfall, a group of young men entered,
and among them was Dr. Richard L., a particular
friend of the (s, a young man of whom T knew
little beyond the very evident fact that he was
handsome, intelligent, and wonderfully popular.
He had been looked for all day, and now that he
wag come, every one was all attention when his
cheery voice was heard.

“You are welcomo as flowers in May,” said
Martha C., extending her hand with an old friend’s
greeting, « but how could you stay away so long #”

¢80 that the Dest should come last,” he said
gaily. I think I'll crown my New Year wishes
with one for your health and happiness, Miss-
Martha.” ’

¢« Not till you have. pledged me in this,” she an-
swered, turning as she spoke to a decanter, that un-
til then I had not seen among the flowers on the
table, to fill a delicate bubble of a glags to the brim
with wine.

“Thank you, Miss Martha. Will you excuse me
if T say that I have been out all day, and have not
come to that yet 7 . :

There was something in his tone, some self-asser-

tion in his manner, that seeined to rouse in Martha

a desire to show the influence she had over this
young man, Her little hand was still holding the
glass toward him,

«“Ah, indeed ! - Then you are the more ready t6
take it now, Richard,”

“ What if he never takes wine ?” suggested a -
friend who stood by watching the young man in
what he thought, and rightly too, was a dilemma.

“QOh, that’s nothing,” said Martha, lightly,
“ You will take it for me. Just this once, Rich-
ard 7” : '

‘I shuddered at her presistency ; for a thought of
the serpent that might lie eoiled within that cup
flaghed upon me. She was near enough for me to
put my hand on hers. Would she bear a check
fromme ? I thought she would ; but while I stopped
to parley with the donbt, and to balance friendship
with duty, the time for action had passed.

¢« Just this onee,” echoed Richard, blushing as he
took -the glass, without a smile, from her hand.
“Here's wishing you many happy returns of the
day.” :

)i turned away, chilled with disappointment over
hig lack of courage, and pained, too, with that ques-
tion of nmy own duty in the case, DBut after events
hinged on that night's doings have forever settled
the question of all such doubts for me, :

A little over two years after this, T sat, one snm-
mer Jday, by a friend’s open window. We were-
talking of this and that, as we bent over our sewing
together, when a loud knocking across the street

‘aroused us both., We saw a man standing at the

door whereon a doctor’s sign was conspicuously dis-
played.
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«“ e need not wait there,” said Alice gravely.
“Dr. L. ought to put up a notice, ¢ No patients
wanted here.” He has been lying there dead drunk
for hours. My husband says he has been in that
disgusting condition for two days, only waking to
get more liquor, which he keeps on.the stand beside
him. The poor fellow seems bent on killing him-
solf.” -

“Tg it not possible,” I exclaimed, * that this Dr.
L. is Martha C.s old friend 77

“The very same,” said Alice. '

« Put,” said I, still unwilling to believe it, «1
heard it said that he never takes wine, at least but
seldom 3” for then the memory of his words, « Just
this once,” came back to me as they sounded that
night. )

“T cannot say how that is,” said Alice. I only
know that two years ago last New Year’s night he
was carried home drunk for the first time in his life,
He has been going down, down ever since, has
been turned out of home and church, and any day
we may hear of a coroner’s inquest over a man found
dead in his office.”

So I had scen one drunkard made. That glassT
had seen Richard L. put to his lips was said to be
his first, and it ruined him. Tn sight of that closed
door, and remembering the poor, debased vietim in-
side, I resolved, God helping me, never again to
stand by while the tempter snared another soul,

>

.

The Wife.

Onvuy let a woman be sure that she is precious to
Ler husband—mnot useful, not valuable, not convenient
simply, but lovely and bcloved let her be the re-
cipient of his polite and hearty attentions ; ;, let her
fecl that her cares and love are noticed, appreciated,
and returned 3 let her opinion be asked, her approval
sought, and hcr judgment respected in matters of
which she is cognizant ; in short, let her only be
loved, houored, and cherished, in fulfillment of the
marriage vow, and she will be to her husband, her
children, and society a well-spring of happiness,
She will bear pain, and toil, and anxiety ; for her
husband’s love to her is a tower and fortress.
Shiclded and sheltered therein, adversity will have
lost its sting. She may suffer, but sympathy will
dall the edge of sorrow.

A house with love in it—and by love T mean love
expressed in words, and looks, and deeds, for I have
not one spark of faith in love that never erops out
—is to a house without love as a person to a ma-
chine ; one is life, the other is mechanism. The un-
loved woman may have bread just ag light, a house
just as tidy as the other ; but the latter has a spring
of beauty about her, a joyousness, a penetrating and
pervading brightness to which the former is an en-
tire stranger. The deep happiness of her heart
-shines out in her face. Her home is ever airy, and
gracetul, and warm, and weleoming with her presence.
" She is full of devices, and plots, and sweet surprises
for her husband and family. She has never done
with the romances and poetry of life. She herself
'is a lyric poem, setting herself to all pure and gra-
- elous melodies. Humble household ways and duties
have for her a golden significance.— Work at Home.

<
— 3

A cuass of boys in a London Board School were
asked what sort of & man was Moses. In rep]y, they
gaid he was “moek,” ¢ brave,” ¢learned,” and at
last one little fellow piped up, “ He was a gentle-
man.” The surpuscd ofﬁcml asked, “ What o you
was the rcply, ““ywhen the

mean 7 ¢ Please, sir)
daughters of Jethro went to the well to draw water,
the c3h(~phel ds came and drove them away, and Moses
helped the dauglters of Jethro, and said to the shep-
herds, * Ladies first, please, gentlemen.””
—— o

TruerE is no man Iess to be relied npon for patient,
persevm ing, practical co-operation in the slow and
prosaic work of helping living men and women out
of the actual distress and degradations of life than
your sentimental _philanthropist who has lived on the
mock heroics of the romancer and the playhouse —
Christian Umon

Toealth and Tempevimee.

The Slecping Habit.

‘T ability to sleep well is one of the most ex-
cellent qualifications which can be possessed by a
hard worker in any sphere of life. Sleeping is very
much a matter of habit, and there is no doubt that
the taking of sleep at regular hours is one of the
most excellent means of preserving the health; but
there are many professions and rpositions in life
which do not admit of absolute regularity in respect
to rest or sleep. Physiciang, and in fact profes-
sional men generally, are called upon to discharge
duties which neccssitate long periods of severe labor
-and insufficient and irregular sleep. Such persons
may to a large degree atone for the transgression of
the physral law requiring regularity of sleep, by
acquiring the habit of sleeping whenever opportunisy
affords, even though the hour may not be the one
us ually devoted to rest. apoleon and Wellington

| have often been quoted as persons who took lLttle

sleep. Tt is sald of both these men that they rarely
slept more than four hours at night. Thisis un-
questionably an insufficient amount to maintain the
wear and tear of an active body, and numerous an-
ecdotes support the belief that both Napoleon and
Wellington really secured a much larger amount of
sleep than is generally supposed.

For instance, it was reported of Wellington that
it was not an infrequent thing for him to fall asleep
at the dinner table in the midst of a meal. In one
instance he fell into a profound slumber in the
midst of a repast to which a number of his friends
had been invited. OQut of deference to the Iron
Duke, all the guests suspended eating, and main-
tained the utmost silence until he awakened. On

| another occasion his son, while riding with him, wag’

astonished to discover that his father was sound
asleep. The horse, & fast trotter, was going at a
high rate of speed, and the Duke held the lines.
His son was obliged to awaken him to save a dis-
astrous collision, but received no other recognition
for his service than the angry chhmatlon “Mind
your own business, young man !”’

Napoleon was famous for taking forty wm]\s
when riding in his carriage, or whenever opportunity
afforded. Both of these men probably managed to
get nearly the average amount of sleep. For aman
whose habits must necessarily be irregular, it is a
valuable acquisition o be able to fall asleep at almost
any time when opportunity affords, —whcn riding on
the cars, waiting in a railway stahon or at any
other time when necessarily discngaged, to improve
the chanece to put in the time in sleeping, provided

nature has been defrauded of the necessary amount
of time for repair and recuperation. By this means
one who would otherwise break down under a con-
stant strain of mental activity, may be enabled to
prolong his usefulness, when otherwise he might
meet the cxpectations of his friends in a complete
physical break-down.—J. II. Kellogg, M. D., in
Good Health.

e
<>

What Tobaceo Can Do.

Yrars ago, when I lived in BEastern New York,
this sad occurrence happened in my county : There
lived some miles away from my home, two young
men of respectable families, with whom I was ae-
quainted. They were naturally fine young -men,
but, like many others, they got to thinking that, to
smoke was manly and smart. These young men
started out for a ride and a jolly good time ; they filled
their pockets with cigars, and commenced to smoke.
They came into the village where I resided, smoking
as they came; they stopped for a time, bouOht a
new supply, and passed on to the next v1llage, kcep—
ing up their continual smoking. They returned in
the ¢vening, having kept up their smoking through
the day, arriving at their homes late in the evening.
What was the result 7—The next morning one of
these young men was a corpse ; and the other’s life
wag saved only by the efforts of a skillful physician.

T have a neighbor who is an inveterate smoker,

and he has three sons. They became smokers algo.

‘| The wife and mother, though rather delicate, was

compelled to live and breathe in the midst of their

smoke, besides inhaling the stench of the clothing

of her family. She grew feeble and pale ; but no

one seemed to know what was the trouble. The
elder gson married a Dbeautiful young lady, and

brought her into the family ; but both the mother

and her daughter-in-law (good Christians, I believe)

now he in their graves, while the remainder of the

family look pale 1n countenance, and are an offense,

from the smell of tobacco smoke and the scented

garments they wear, at chureh, or wherever they go;’
and neither preacher nor physician dare tell them

the cause, lest they be offended.

Another case in point : On the same street on
which I live resides a man who always has a pipe
or eigar in his mouth when about the house. He
also has two song, and they have the same habit,
and keep the house filled with tobacco smoke. The
father has a tobacco and cigar store, and when le is -
not in the house he is in the store amid the {umes
of the tobacco poison. When father and sons meet
at the house, it is the same old story,—sinoke,
smoke, smoke. The wife and mother, naturally
a clever and hardy woman, who doubtless earned the
largest part of the family’s living, began to grow
feeble and look haggard in countenance; but no
one seemed to know the nature of her disease, and
all hope of her recovery seemed to disappear. Then
she was sent to the sea-shore as the last hope of her
recovery. But she is pickled through and through
with this nareotic poison, and nobody dares tell them
the trouble, because it is the fashion to smolke, and
they n‘hght be offended !

The elder son, though lean and haggard in Iool\,
married a young wife. They lived in the house
with her father, and he being an inveterate smoker,

‘he and the son-in-law kept things blue morning,

noon,and night with smoke. A ¢hild was born to the
young couple; but it partook of the haggard look of
its parcnts, and died before it was three years old.
These are faiv samples of what this tobacco habit
is doing all over America; and this is taking place-
daily among professed Christian men. When will
men learn wisdom, and learn not to * defile. the
temple of God”? Fruax Laxenear.
—_————— N
Soar, as a detergent for washing purposes, is of
great antiquity. Tn the ruins of Pompeii a com-
plete soap manufactory was found, and the utensils
and some soap were in a tolerable state of preserva-
tion. The first distinet mention of soap now extant
is by Pliny, who speaks of it as the invention of the
Gauls. The Gallic soap, eighteen centuries back,
was prepared from fat and wood ashes, particularly
the ashes from beechwood, this wood being very com-
mon iu France as well ag in England.  Soapis spoken
of by writers from the second century down, but the,
Saracens were the first people to bring it into gen-
eral usc as an external cleansing medium.—Sel,
S N

Tue shade trees about our dwellings have done
much to make our wives and daughters pale, feeble,
and neuralgic. Trees ought never to stand so near
to our dwellings as to cast’ a shade upon them. If
the blinds were removed, and there was nothing but
a curtain within with which to lessen on the hottest .
days the intensity of the heat, it would add greatly
to the tone of our nerves and to our general vigor.
The piazzas which project over the lower story always
make that less healthful than the upper story, es-
pecially for sleeping purposes. I have cured many
cases of rheumatism by advisihg patients to leave
bedrooms shaded by “trees or piazzas, and sleep in
rooms constantly dried and purified by the direct
rays of the sun.—2Dio Lewts.

_—————— .

“Durine the Mexican war a sutler had been ar-
rested for ¢ adulterating ™ whisky with water. Gen- -

eral Scot{ discharged the prisoner on the ground

thab «adulterating ” whisky with water was no crime,

since if the whisky had been all water it would have

been so mueh better for the health of the officers and

* goldiers who drank it.
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THE LEGS OF IRON.

THE brass of the great image was followed by the
legs: of iron ; and out of one of the four horns which
sprung up when the great horn of the goat was
broken, the prophet saw come forth a little horn,
whi¢h waxed exceeding great. Dan.2:40; 8: 9.
What power is designated by these symbols ; 7 An
swer : The next great power that succeeded the
ompire of Grecin, as existing in its divided form un-
der . Alexander’s successors; an% that power was
Rome,

Passmg over, as already proposed, these divisions
of the Girecian empire, the narrative of events is in-
terrupted till we reach the year . ¢. 161. Previous
to this point it does not become necessary, in the
lighit of prophecy, to notice particularly the power
under consideration; for be 1t remembered that a
power is not introduced into prophecy till it becomes
in some way connected with the people of God ; and
here the Romans first assumed this relation. The
Jews being greviously oppressed on account of their

-religion by the heathen, Syrian kings, Judas Mac-
cabfeus sent an embassy to the Romans to solicit
thelr aid, whereby a league was entered into be-
tween them of mutual friendship and defence. This
_ wag the commencement of the Roman ascendency
over the Jews ; and here we may place the termina-
tion of the third kingdom of brass, after it had
borpe rule from the lnttle of Artbela, B. ¢. 331, one
hundred and seventy years.

‘We pause to notice an objection which is urged
against the position here taken. Papists, to avoid
the application of the prophecy concerning the little
horn to the Roman power, pagan and papal, have
applied it to Antiochus Epiphanes, a king of Syria.
And as it is no unusual thing for the Pilates and
Herods of the land to make friends against the
cause of truth, they have been followed in this ap-
plication by the mass of those who oppose the Ad-
vent faith.

1. But who was this Antiochus Fpiphanes? He
was only one, the eighth in order, of a seties of
twenty-six kings that constituted the Syrian horn of
the Grecian empire. How, then, could -he, at the
same tme, be another remarkable horn 7

2. Tf it were proper to apply the little horn to
any one of these kings, it would be reasonable to
suppose it would be the most illustrious ; but Anti-
achus Hpiphanes did not by any means sustain this
character. Although he took the name of Epiph-
anes, that is, The Illustrious, nothing, says Prideaux,
on the authoriby of Polybius, Livy, and Diodorus
Siculus, could be more alien to his true char-
acter. For on account of his vile and extravagant
folly, some thinking him a fool and others a mad-
man, they changed the nanie of Epiphanes, The
Dlustrious, into Epimanes, The Madman.

8. Antiochus the Groat, the father of Epiphanes,
being terribly defeated in a war with the Romans,
was enabled $o procure a peace only by the payment
of a prodigious sum of money, and the surrender of
a portion of his territory ; and, as a pledge that he
would faithfully adhere to the terms of the treaty, he
was obliged to give hostages, among whom was this
very Kpiphanes, his son, who was carried to Rome.
This ascendency the Romans ever after maintained.
‘Which, therefore, was the more notable power, the

| Romans who exacted tribute, or the Syrian kings

who were compelled to pay it ?

4. The little horn waxed exceeding great; but
this Antiochus did not enlarge hiz dominion except
by some temporary conquests in Iigypt ; which he
immediately relinquished when the Romans took the
part of Ptolemy, and commanded him to desist from
his designs in that gnorter., The rage of his dis-
appmnted ambitiou he vented upon the unoffending
Jews.

5. The little horn, in comparison with the powers
that preceded it, was exceeding greut. Persia is
simply called great, though it reigned over “ an hun-
dred and seven and twenty provinces.” Esth, 1:1,
Grecia, being more extensive still, is called very
great ; but how ludicrous and absurd, in view of the
above facts, to suppose that the next power. which
waxed exceeding great, was Antiochus, who aban-
doned Egypt at the dictation of the Romans!

6. This power was to stand up against the Prince

of princes. The Prince of princes is, without con-
troversy, Jesus Christ. Dan. 9:25; Acts 8:15;
Rev, 1:5. But Antiochus died 164 years before

our Lord was born. U. §.

NoOTE--Although the empire of B'Lbylon was founded 747 years be=
fo.e Christ, yet it did not become connected with the people of God
11l the capture of Manasseh by Esarhaddon, B, ¢, 677,

el
>

Sabbath Admissions.

Tuar the seventh day is the only seriptural Sab-
bath is now a growing admission among Christians;
but the grace of obedience is lacking, and will be
probably so long as the mind seeks refuge in pres-
ent convenience, and in indifference to the law of
God.

The following admissions from various partles are
significant -

“I have an appointment to preaeh on the Sabbath
question-before my people, but I can speak only of
the necessity ‘of a Sabbath. I cannot say that
Sunday is the Sabbath.”

“If I believe the Secriptures to be my only guide
in matters of faith and practice, T should keep the
seventh day.”

“ When I came down from the pulpit, Mr.
gaid to me, ¢ Your sermun on the Sabbath lacked

ono mportant point. You did not -tell us which

day is the Sabbath.” Ireplied, “Tknow that as well

as you.'”

In a group of ministers, not many years since, one
remarked, “ We hear that a Seventh-day Baptist
minister has eome from America to preach in Lon-
don ; hadn't we better send him some books to set
him right on that question, and convert him to
Lord’s-day observance ?” Whereupon a doctor of
divinity replied sharply, < Brethren ! I—1 think be-
fore you do that, you had better read the Book your-
selves 1”7 The proposal wasdropped, and the min-
ister never received the books.

“T pray;thee, have me excused,” said one of the
invited guests to the royal supper. As it was with
this general invitation, so it is with the special
claim of the Lord’s Sabbath (¢ the best of all the
seven ). Men are full of excuses. Here is one:
“The {reedom from legal yokes we enjoy in and
through Christ makes me regard the day as an im-
material matter.” But how does God regard the
day 7 He has appointed to meet you on that day.
Will you venture to postpone his appointment and
risk his displeasure 7 Did it ever occur to you that
you have all your life been a day too late in your
weekly appointment with the Almighty? But
what right has a man to call the Sabhath of the
Lord his God a *legal yoke”? The objection
seems to rest upon the fact that the Sabbath is
commanded, and that the Jews kept and do still
keep it. Well, the Bible was written by Jews,
Our Saviour was a Jew, and the same God that
made us madns the Jews. Shall we renounce him
on that account P—-Sabbath Memorial.

———ecp—
Importance of the Law.
—y

Or the necessity of dwelling upon the law of God,
Bishop Simpson once uttered the following golden
words, being the closing remarks of a lecture deliv-
ered by that eminent man on “ Preaching,” at Yale
College —

G 'lhe law of God should be distinctly set forth,
The congregation should be gathered as around the
base of Sinai, as from the summit is heard the voice of
God in those commandments which are eternal and
unalterable in their character. The effect of preach-
ing the law will be that some hearts will be opened ;
others may be repelled, and say, ¢ Let not God speak
to us any more.” Some will object to the preaching
of the law, and say, ¢ Prophesy better'things.,” But
still the law must be preached. It brings the sin-
ner to a recognition of his sins, that he has trans-
gressed God's holy law, and shows him the fearful-
ness of the doom which is impending over him. The
law must be followed by the gospel. The awakened
sinner must be pointed to the Saviour, that he may
see that, deep as his transgression may be, the
blood of Christ can wash it away. There are many
preachers who love to tallk of the gospel alone.
They dwell especially upon the fatherhood of God
and the brothe ‘hood of Christ. This is well. Tt is
more than wei, Tt is essential. But sometimes
they neglect these matters of the law, and assign
them to a place in the past age, claiming that men
now can be best moved by love alone. They may
thus rear a beautiful structure ; but its foundation is
on the sand. Nbo true edifice can be raised without
its foundations being dug deep by repentance to-
ward God. The gospel has no significance, except
as it is based on the positive law, which Christ came
not to destroy, but to fulfill.: The law without the
gospel leads to service ; the gospel without the law
leads to Antinomianism ; the two combined—charity
out of a pure heart and of a good conscience and of
faith unfeigned.”—Sel. )

———————
It Needs no Props.

Soumm peop}e read history, ete., to see if they can
find evidence enough to esmbhsh the truthfulness of
the Bible record. If they can get all the proof they
wantin this way, they will believe ; if otherwise, they
will not believe. Profitable as it is to read hlatory,
this can hardly be the proper view to take of the
matter ; for it would be recéiving the witness of men
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as greater than the witness of God. It is simply
saying, We will believe God if men can prove that
he is not a liar, The language of faith is, ¢ Liet
God be true, but every man a liar,”  If at the foot
of one of the lofty Rockies you find a-man bracing a
twenty-foot pole against its base, you would ask him
his object ; and if he should tell you it was to keep
the mountain from tipping over, you would be aston-
ished, The Bible nceds human props abhout as
mueh as the cternal hills need propping. . p. s.

-

Wauar a wondrous book this Bible of ours is!
‘When you have read it through a score of times,
you may only have strolled over the surface, looked
at the land, or plowed, at most, the upper soil. If
you take one passage and dig for the treasure that
eoucheth beneath, you will find it inexhaustible.
The Book has in it a matchless fulness. Tt were
as possible to measure space, or grasp the Infinite
in the hollow of your hand, as to investigate
the entire compass ot Holy Scripture. It is high ;
I cannot attain unto it, It is broad; I cannot
reach its boundary. DBut oh, what an abundance of
provision, and what a fulness of comfort there are
stored up in the promises of God’s word '—Spurgeon.

-
P

Tar apostle Paul says : “Prove all things; hold
fagt that which- is good.,” 1 Thess:5:21. The
first injunction is necessary in order to fulfill the
second. For the only way to determine whether a
matter is good or otherwise is to prove it. Preju-
dice condemns oraccepts withoutahearing,  Solomon
says : “He that answereth a matter before he
hearcth it, it is folly and shame unto him.”
Prov. 18:13. Ourappeal should always be to the
Scriptures, and our rcason and judgment subject to
them.—Gospel Sickle.

Wews  Swmmary.,

Secular.

The buildings of the Tower of Londoun cover an avca of
13 acres,

Russia has sent five additional vessels to strengthen her
fleet in the Pacific.

Russia is said to be massing large bo.lies of troops on
the Afghan frontier.

The Mormons in Nevada have been disfran :hised by the
Legislature of that State. -

A bill has passed the New York Scnate making every
Saturday a legal holiday.

Large numbers of Mormons arc leaving Salt Lake City
for their new colony in Mexico. .

An English syndicate is negotiating the purchase of
15,000,000 acres of land in Mexico.

No less than 136,694 Swedes have petitioned their king
to suppress obscene literature in that country.

In the public schools of Bulgaria, the German language
is hereafter to be taught instead of the Russian,

Many homesteads in Texas have been deserted on ac-
count of the severe drought in parts of that State.

During the year 1886, the mineral products of Colorado,
in gold, silver, and copper, amounted to £5,360,000,

The Ghilzais rebellion in Afghanistan is making the
Ameer no little trouble, and may lead to his deposition.

The 50,000 tons of soot taken from London chimneys
last year is valued at £41,000; it is used as a fortilizer,

There is a movement among thelaborers of Chicago in
favor of the eight-hours system ; 6, 0 carpenters are on
a strike.

The number of convicts sent to Siberia from Russia be-
tween the years 1854 and 1884 was littlc less than a
million. .

The fastest steamer in the world is said to be a Spanish
torpedo cruiser, which can steam at the rate of almost 27
miles an hour, :

To enable all the citizens of Minncsota to read the an-
nual Message of the Governor, it was printed in ten differ-
ent languages.

The population of Afghanistan is estimated at 4,701,500,
The -rcbellions Ghilzais number 276,000 men, and every
man is a soldier. )

“A young Sau Francisco lady has been engaged by the
Japanese Government to conduct a school of domestie
service in Tokio.

The German Reichstag is considering the construction
of a strategic line of railway to the western frontier, at a
cost of £8,500,000.

‘organized Nov. 21, 1856.

" In 1880 the United States had 980 daily papers, with a
irculation of 3,637,424 ; they now have 2000 papers, with

circulation of 5,000,000.

Mr. Goschen, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, hopes to
make a reduction of £11,000,000 in the national deht of
England during the current year. '

Typhoid fever has been raging quite extensively in Vic-
toria thisseason. During the last week in April, 100 cascs
were reported to the Central Board of Health in-Mel-
bourne.

The general post-office buildings at Wellington, New
Zcaland, were destroyed by fire, April 28. The buildings
were erected three years ago, at a cost of £30,000, and
were uninsured,

A Russian claims to have discovered a process by which
petroleum may be reduced to crystals for transportation,
and eagily reconverted into liquid form on reaching its
destination. '

The British colony of Sierra Leonc, on the west coast of
Africa, established in 1787, will this year celebrate its con-
tennial, and hold an exhibition of native arts and industry
and natural products. ’ P

The center of the great Russian petroleum district has
been the scene of a violent explosion, and a voleanic erup-
tion which for two nights threw a column of fire and mud
350 feet into the air, )

News has been received: of the loss of the steamer Ben-
tan off Singapore. On the 29th of March the Bentan
collided with the Tai Penang; and sank, carrying down to
a watery grave 150 persons, ’ i

A Bridge on the Boston and Providence Railvoad col-
lapsed recently, precipitating a train 30 feet to the road

beneath. ~Thirty-three persons were killed, and about as

many more are belicved to be fatally injured.

A pearling fleet on Ninety-miles Beach, about 200 miles
north of Cossack, West Australia, was struck by a harri-
cane, April 27. 1t is believed that by this terrible disaster.
about 40 boats have been wrecked, and between 400 and
500 lives lost.

A Russian has just invented an_explosive which he
claims has ten times the penetrative power of gunpowder.
Tt is said that it emits no smoke or heat, and that it is
not accompanied by any report. The inventor also claims
that it can be utilized as a motor.

A novel bullet has been invénted by a German chemist,
It is hrittle, and contains a powerful ansesthetic which
produces complete insensibility, lasting twelve hours. By
this means a bloodlcss victory may be gained on the battle
field, the unconscious foe being carried off as prisoners.

While the Hawaiian voleano Mauna Loa was in erup-
tion, about the middle of January, in 36 hours 383 distinct
earthquake shocks were felt, Fov more than a wcek the
crater emitted lava, which poured down the mountain-
sides in thee great rivers, and took its desolating conrse
through a rich agricultural district to the sea 20 miles
distant.

__,_____@.___.—4_

Religious.

1t is estimated that there are in the world 6,300,000
representatives of the Hebrew race.

The late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher is to be succeeded
in the pastorate of the Plymouth church by Dr. Joseph
Parker of London.

The first Christian church in the Congo Free State was
There are now 1,062 converts
in that country.

Since the Zenana Medical Colleze was established in
England, six years ago, it has sent out 70 ladies as medical
practitioners in mission fields. R

Dr. McGlynn, the Catholic priest of New York who
has been suspended for indorsing Mr, Henry George’s
land policy, has entered the lecture field. )

Mr. Moody proposes to establish a training-sehool for
lay-workers and Bible-readers in Chicago, and the
£50,000 necessary to start the work has been pledged.

The pope has created six new sees and four vicariates
in Australasia and Oceanica. Archepiscopal sees have
been formed in Brisbane, Adelaide, and Wellington.

The North India Methodist. Conference, at its recent
session, reported over 22,000 Sunday-school children within
its limits, 17,000 of whom are Mohammedans and Hindoos.

The voluntary contributions in the Church of England
last year, for the building and restoration of churches and
parsonages and the endowment of benefices, amounted to
£1,800,000.

In the year 1885, the Protestant churches throughout
the world contributed more than £2,250,000 to foreign
missions ; while the Catholics of Christendom gave, in the
same time, about £275,000.

The nominally Christian population of the world is es-
timated at 430,000,000, while there are 1,000,000,000
heathen. There is quite a field for missionary enterprise
before the millenninm can dawn.

At a meeting of the Oriental Congress in Vienna re-
cently, the chaplain-of the HEnglish Embassy produced
some sun-dried bricks, with Babylonian inscriptions that

dated back betwcen 3000 and 4000 years, to the time

when Abraham left Ur'of the Chaldees for the land of
Canaan, .

Ex-Governor Murray of Utah is reported as saying-that
but for the schools and churches which the missionaries
have established in that Territory, the laws against polyg-
amy could not be enforcel as they now are,

1t is significant of the fecling in France toward the
Jesuits, that a proposition was recently made in the
Chamber of Depuaties to exclude from the Naval School
all young men educated by the Jesuits in England.

Feb. 7 to 11, the English Church Missignary Socicty
held simultancous special meetings in more than 150 par-
ishes in the city of London, to set forth the claims of the
heathen and Mohammedan world on the churchof Christ.

The Sunday movement is makings considerable progress
in Germany. The Government has recently reccived a
petition from a thousand journeymen carpenters and
joiners of Berlin, asking to be protccted from Sunday
labor; and at Dresden about as many men have been dis-
missed by the glass-works directors for refusing to work
on Sunday. -
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EIIE GREAT CONTROVERSY

BETWEEN
Christ and Satan from the Destruction of Jerusalem
to the Ind of Tvme.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,
Author of *“The Life of Christ,” *“Sketches from the Life of Daul,”
“Bible Sanctification,” and other popular works.,

9,000 COPIES SOLD IN FOUR MONTHS.

The period of history whicl it covers is one of deepest interestto
every Christian, and the fact that the closing chapters relate to the
pres:nt duty and the future experience of the people of God adds still
greater interest to the volume,

EBarnest Christians of all denominations will find in it cncourage-
ment and instruction in the delineation of the struggle maintained by
men raised up of (tod in ench successive age to preserve the purcand
true religion, and they will sce that the world has been led to accept
one after another of Satan’s devices, till her teachers are corrupbed
with false doctrines and with infidelity.

Over 500 pages. Price, illustrated, 8s

BIBLE ECHO, North Fitzroy, Vietoria.

HE WAY OF LIFE FROM PARADISL
LOST TO PARADISE RESTORED.

A beautiful allegorionl stecl engraving, 24 by 30 inches, illns-
trating the history of man as related to the plan of salvation, from
the first transgression to the restoration of the race to its Hdenic
holiness. : -

In the center of the engraving, the most prominent of all, stands
the eross with itsdying vietim. The shadow of the cross is shown
extending back through the ages even to the garden of Eden, to point
sinners from the earliest time to the “Lamb ot God.” The priest is
seen offering the lamb for the penitent, pointing him to Christwho is
to come, for the atonement of Iis faults, Coming by the cross, the
scene changes, and instead of typesand shadows, the memorials of
the gospel, Baptism and the Lor’s Supper, are beautifully represente,
The picture is very comprehensive, and will repay careful study. It
is suitable to adorn any parlor or public hall, and has been valued in
America at 30s, Price in the Colonies. 8s.

SKETCHES OF THE LIFE OT' PAUL.

) BY MRS. E. G. WHITE. ‘
Author of Great Controversy, Life of Christ, Afin-
istry of Peter, etc. :

A nicely bound book of 834 pages ornamented in gold and black.
The incidents in the life of the great apostle are made to stand out in
great promicnce, and the reader cannot fall o be interested in the

subject, as treated by this author. Price, 25 6d.

}Eﬁm HOMT OF THE SAVED,

BY BLOER J, N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

GIVES the Bible evidence upon the interesting topic of the earth
made new, as the inheritance of the saints, 82 pp, Price, 6.
BIBLE ECHO,
North Fitzroy, Vietoria

QOMING CONTLICT.
BY . H. LITTLEJOIIN,

This work presents to the mind of the reader the Jeading religigus
question of America, and one that is at the present time attracting
attention in all parts of .he world. It shows the tendency of that
Goverment to form a State religion and become a persecuting power.
Tt will interest and instruct all. 383 pp. Price, 4s.

ABBATH READINGS FOR THE HOME
CIRCLE.

A most careful selection of short stories especially adapted to the
wantof youth and children; but will be found of interest to older
persons. Nothing has been admitted in these pages but that which
may be read with propriety on the Sabbath. Each piece is calculated
to illustrate some principle of virtue which ought to be cultivated by
every one. Four volumes of 400 pages each, Price for the set, 10s.
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Tau article,  What We Find Concerning the Sabbath
and Sunday during the Lives of the Apostles,” found
in gnother eolumn, deals with an interesting phase of
an interesting and important subject, and is worthy of
~a careful perusal. ¢

THNE minister appointed by the General Conference
~ to the Australian field, Elder Will D. Curtis, with his
family, reached Melbourne May 9, Ou his way here,
Bro, Curtis spent two months in Honolulu, and one in

Auekland, assisting Bro, Daniells in his meetings there. |

Me: reports a good work accomplished at each place.
~ May suecess and the blessing of God attend him in his
new field of labor.

In a private letter to Elder M, C. Israel, Elder
Hagkell says that the canvassing work in the United
" States is moving forward with a great deal of energy.
Theé result ig that the demand for our denominational
books is so great that the large central publishing
office al Battle Creek, Michigan, has been unable to
_ supply them fast enough, and additions are in process
of {construction which will nearly double the size of
the office buildings.

THE article on “The Second Coming of Christ,” in
‘this issue of the Ecio, is from the pen of the late
Blder James White, one of the pioneers in the cause
of Babbath reform. He was a man of great talent anil
enérgy, and for many years held a position of honor
and influenee among Seventh-day Adventists, The
mtlcle, which is an extract from a tract on “The
Seeond Advent,” will no doubt be read with great in-
terost. The one in the May number which through
sotne inadvertance was credited to Klder White, was
from the pen of Elder J. H. Waggoner, another
pidneer in this cause.

Tag Pacifie Press, Qakland, California, has issued
an: “ Address to Thinking People” on “The Sunday
Law,” by Dr. E. J, Waggoner. It ineludes Senator
Crockett's eloquent address before the Arkansas Legis-
latitre on the subject of religious liberty, and will no
doitht do good serviee in keeping this subject bofore
thé minds of the poople. Senator Crockett's address,
with added remarks, has been published at the printing
office at South Lancaster, Massachusetts, also. It is an
eloquent appeal, as cloquent in language as it is
forcible in logic. The readers of the IicHo may
anticipate the pleasnre of reading it next month, and
judging its werits for themselves. :

Iris written, “ Be ye holy ; for I am holy.” 1 Pet.
1:16. Thus do we learn that onr acts, our words, and
our thoughts should be holy. God says: “If ye will
obey iny voice indeed, and keep my covenant, . . . ye
Shéll be unto me’ a kingdom of ‘priests, and a holy
nation.” Ex. 19:5, 6. And again: “Remember, and
do:all my commandments, and be boly unto-your God.”
-Numni. 15:40. We see by these passages, and many
others that might be quoted, that if we would be holy

" we must outwardly observe all the commandments of
@ad, .as well as have a heart or d1spos1t10n to do
tbém

DR MIDDLETON, a celebrated English scholar, divine,
and controversialist, maintained that the “religion of
thé present Rownans is derived from their heathen
anfc'estors.” He says of the ceremonies of the Catholic
Church that they “appear plainly to have been copied
from the rituals of primitive paganism, as handad
down by an uninterrupted succession from the priests

of old Rome to the priests of the new Rome” A
~ good testimony to the resemblance of Catholicism to
itsf, pagan parent.

truth.”

I7 is not often that orthodox writers make such can-
did admissions as the following, from Dr. Isaac Watts,
on the “penalty pronounced upon Adam:" “There iy
not one place of seripture that occurs to me, where the

*| word ¢death,” as it was first threatened in the law of

innocency, necessarily signifies a migerable immortality
of the soul, either to Adaw, the wctuul sinner, or to
hisg postcuty

A TERRIBLE railway aecident occurred May-11, on
the Brighton line, between the suburban stations of
Prahran and Windsor. The passenger train which left
the Flinder's-street station at 5 :30 ». M., stopped in
obedience to a signal, and, owing to some aceident to
the machinery, before it could he again got under
wotion, a train which left the station ten minutes later
dashed round the cﬁrrve, and crashed into the standing
train. A scene of confusion and distress followed.
Four persons were killed instantly, and about fifty
weré injured. Mr. E, 8. Parkes, the manager of the
Bank of Australasia, was seriously injured, and died
at his residence in Balaclava during the. evening.
This is one of the most serious'disagters that has ever
oceurred on the Victorian railways, and several officers
connected with the department have been appointed a
committee to inquire into its nature and cause.

Tre town of Montezuma, in California, has been
destroyed by a voleanic eruption ; and a large uumler
of persons, unable to mako their escnpe, met a terrible
death,

—
Sincerity vs. Truth.

How often do we hear it said when religious be-
liefs and doctrines ave walled in question, ** It makes
no difference if I am only sincere.” We never hear
the expression used in any other than a religious
sense. When traveling a road at right angles to the
one which leads to our destination, or finding our-
selves pursuing an opposite dneetlon we do not say
when apprised of this, It makes no difference if we
are only sineere. We would never be so foolish as

that. We know that going east would not. take us
south, neither would going south tako us north. If

our way were questioned, it would not awaken the in-
difference of “sincerity” (?). but the anxiety of -truth.
Had we a dose of wmedicine to our lips, and some one
should say it was poison, we would not say, It mnat-
ters not if I am only sincere. We would become as-
sured of the character of the medicine before we pro-
ceeded with it.

Why not be as wise in regard to the way which
leads to eternal life? Theve is but one way—Jesus.
He says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.”
John 14:6. We can have forgiveness only through
repentance toward God, whose law we have trans-
gressed, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. Acts
4:12; 20:21. Woe are sanetified through the truth
(John 17:17) ; we are made free by-the truth. John
8:32. We can only be Clirist’s disciples by continu-
ing in his word, and his word is truth. John 8:31;
17:17. This must include God’s holy law, for that is
the truth. ™ Ps. 119:142. And “no lie is of the
Now can we willingly neglect one single por-
tion of God’s praetical trutlh, one duty, one sanctify-
ing principle? If we are to be sanctified through the
truth, if the truth is to make us free, if we are to wor-
ship God in the spirit and in the truth, can we wilfnlly
ignore that truth and still be sanctified, still be fres,
still worship God acecptably? If it is unwise to
trust to our “sincerity ” in the small matters of life
is it not Heaven-daring presumption o0 ignore God’s
way of:saving men and still expect to be saved ? Such
an excuse as the above of sincerity may answer our
conscience ; but it will not answer at the bar of eter-
nal Judgment, where every man will be 'juaged by his
deeds, Sineerity is an excellent thmtr it one is sincere
in the truth.—Present Truth.

Is Death the Gate to Glory ?

THAT theory which claims that death transforms
the saint into an angel, and transfers him to an angel’s
home, is subversive of the doctrine of a future resur-
rection, and either denies, or makes of no importance,
the second mission of Christ to earth. If an angel’s
home can be gained without a resurréction, if eternal
life and immortal- glory can be gained without a res-
urrection, what need of a resurrection ? TIf saints go
to Christ at death, why need he ever come again ?
This theory makes death the door to glory. But did
the inspired servants of Gtod present death in this
light >—Nay, verlly, as the following illustrations
will show :—

1. God threatened to chastise Moses for acting im-
prudently at the rock. DBecanse of this, Moses was
told that he shonld not enter the land of Canaan, but
should die before reaching it. That is, according to
the immortal-soul theology, God was to chastize
Moses by not letting him enter Canaan, but sending
him straight to heaven. Would not Moses have been
pleased with such chastisement ?  Would it not have
been offering a premium for misdemeanor ? Again,
we see Moses climbing the rugged mount to get one
glimpse of the land before dying. But Moses could
have saved himself that trouble and labor, if he had
ouly known (which some now pretend to believe) that
his keen-eyed ghost was immediately to soar over that
land and * view the landscape o’er.”

" How much of a chastisement would it be to a man

who was laboring for twenty pounds to be told that
in consequence of a misstep which he had made, he
should not have the twenty pcunds, but should have
two hundred thousand pounds ?—Just as much as it
would have been to Moses, who wis laboring to
enter Canaan, to tell him that, in eonsequence of a
mlsstep, he shou d not enter Canaan, but might go to
glory.

2. Hezekiah, a man who had a “perfect heart,”
-was informed that he should “ die and not live.” Isa.
38. If he had believed that death was the door to
glory, this would have been a cheering message to his -
soul ; but “ Hezekinh wept sore.” Would a saint weep
when told he should immediately go to heaven ? Is
an entrance into heaven to be dreaded ? But hark !
he prays death to be deferred. Thus, if death is the
door to glory, he prayed that he might have the
privilege of staying out of glory a little longer! In
answer to thig prayer God added to his days fiftcen
years ; that is, if death is the door to glory, Gad per-
mitted him to stay out of glory fifteen years longer.

3. Daniel, “a man greatly beloved,” and an in-
spired prophet of God, received intelligence that he
must be put to death with the wise nien of Babylon.
Dan. 2 :13. If Duniel had believed that death was
the door throngh which his soul, or spirit, should fly
directly to glory, would not this information have
elated his heart with transporting delight ? But how
did it affect him? Te began to pray that he might

| be empowered with wisdom to revarse the deerce that

required his death. If death is the door to glory,
Daniel is certainly praying to obtain the ehance of
staying out of glory! Is glory thus to be shunned ?
Finally, prayer prevails, and Daniel’s wisdom removes
impending death ; that is, if death is fhe door to glory,
God gives Daniel wisdom enongh to shut the door of
glory against himself,—Sel.

ONG ANCHOR AND TEMPERANCE &
GOSPEL SONGS.

These are two books hound in one volume, making an aggrgeate of
464 pages, The Song Anchor containg nearly 250 favorites for
Sabbath-school and praise service with music. 28 of these were
written expressly for the book, and appear in no other work published.
The Tempemnce and Gospsel Songs contain nearly 200 pieces; both
music and words being mostly original,. Itis adopted to the grand
army of temperance workers throughout the land We can recoms .
mend it to all. Price, 3s 6d. .

P-'mted and published by J, 0. Corliss’ and M, 0. Israel, for the In-
ternational Tract and Misslonary Society, at the HEcho Publlshmg

House, Bae and Scotchmer Streets, North Fitzroy, Victoria.
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