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PITE PRAILTY OF [ITUMAN LIFE.

The following beautiful poem (s justly considered apoetical gem of the
highest order. The original is found in an Trish MS, in Trinity College,
Dublin, There is reason to think that the poem was written by one of
those primitive Christian bards in the reign of King Diarmid,about the
vear 554, and was sung or chanted at the last grand national assembly of
kings, chieftians, and bards, ever held in the famous Halls of Tara. The
translation is by the learited Dr. O'Donnovan.—Pitisburg Chronicle,

“ Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measnre of my days, what
¥t ie; that T may know how frail Tam.” Do 39 14,

Lix as the damask rose you see,
Oy like a blossom on a tree,
Or like a dainty flower in May,
Or like the morning to the day,
Or like the sun, or like the shade,
Or like the gonrd which Jonas had ;—
Bven such is man, whase thread is spun,
Drawn out and eut, and so is done.
The roses wither. the blossom blasteth,
The flowers fade, the morning hasteth,
The sun sets, the shadow flies,
The gourd consumes, the man—he dies.

Like to the grass that’s newly sprung,

Or like a taic that’s new begun,

Or like the bird that’s here to-day,

Or like the pearled dew in May,

Or like an hour, or like a span,

Or like the singing of a swan ;—

Bven such is man who lives by breath,

1s here, now there, in life and death.
The grass withers, the tale is ended,
The bird is flown, the dew's ascended,
JThe hour is short, the span not long;
The swan’s near death, man’s life is done,

Like to the bubble in the brook,

Or in a glass much like a look,

Or like the shuttle in weaver’s hand,

Or like the wnting on the sand,

Or like a thought, or like a dream,

Or like the gliding of a stream ;—

Even such is man, who lives by breath.

1s here, now there, in life and death.
The bubble’s out, the look forgot,
The shuttle’s flung, the writing’s blot,
The thought is past, the drecam is gone,
The waters glide, man’s life is done.

Like to an arraw from the how,

Or like switt course of water’s flow,

Or like that tire "twixt flood and ebb,

Or like the epider’s tender web,

Or like a race, or like a goal,

Or like the dealing of a dole ;}—

Even such is man whose brittle state

Is always subject unto fate.
The arrow shot, the flood soon spent,
The time no time, the web soon rent,
The race soon run, the goal soon won,
The dole soon dealt, man’s life soon done.

Like to the lightning {rom the sky, R
Or like a post that quick doth hie,
Or like a quaver in a song,
Or liko a journey threc days long,
Or like the snow when sammer’s come,
Or like the pear, or like the plum ;—
Even such is man, who heaps up sorrow,
Lives but this (ay, and dies to-morrow.
The lightning’s past, the post must go,
The song is short, the journey so,
The pear doth rot. the plum doth fall,
The snow dissolves, and so must all.

Geweral  Saticles,

WALKING IN THE LIGHT.

BY MRS. E. G, WHITE,
JEsus said to his disciples: “ Whesoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a
rock, and the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell
not; for it was founded upon a rock. And every one
that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them
not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his
house upon the sand; and the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house, and it fell; and great was the fall of it.”

In this text is shown the difference between the
doers of Christ’s word and those who are merely idle
hearers.  Jesus tauglt by symbols. " He illustrated
his lessons by familiar objects innature, that whenever
his hearers should see these objects the lesson might be
suggested to their minds. The lily of the valley, the
grass of the field, the springing grain, the singing
birds, and even the homely scenes in a fisherman’s life,
became silent but impressive preachers of the word of
life. A high standard was kept before the disciples.
They were taught that a pure faith would purify and
ennoble them; and that unless their righteousness
should exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, they should in no case enter the king-
dom of heaven.

Peter, John, and Judas are representative men,
types of two classes of hearers. They each had the
privilege of associating with Christ and learning of
him; but how different were the characters they de-
veloped ! Peter and John were doers of the word, and
their lives were moulded by the instructions of the
Master. Judas also heard his teachings on the very
points where he was deficient. The leading traits in-
the character of Judas were covetousness and self-
esteem. Jesus knew of his dishonest practices, and
understood the danger to which "he was exposed; yet
notwithstanding liis defects, he was chosen as one of
the twelve who were to be intimately associated with
the world’s Redeemer. Jesus would give this erring one
every opportunity to reform. The light should shine
upon his heart; he should see the contrast between
truth and ervor. and decide intelligently between them,
Jesus did not openly rebuke him, but gave lessons
that he might apply to his own case if he sincerely
wished to reform. Selfishness, covetousness, and dis-
honesty were presented in their true character, so that
he could see how offensive these traits were in the
sight of God.

When the teachings of Christ reproved Peter and
John, they were carvetul to reform. The transforming
grace of God was in their hearts. Their minds ex-
panded, and day by day they grew more like the
divine Teacher. Judas, on the contray, was proud,
self-sufficient, and independent. Although enjoying
the exalted privilege of being closely connected with
Christ, the words of life tound no lodgment in his
heart; and he went on from one degree of unbelief to
another until his character was firmly fixed in the
wrong direction., He might have had the wisdom
that comes from above to guide him into all truth; but
he rejected the counsel of God, and the evil he had
cherished gained an overmastering influence, bringing
soul and body into subjection to the cruel power of
Satan. And yet Judas had excellent traits of charac-
ter, and might have been a great blessing to the church
had he resisted temptation, )

‘path to shame and confusion of face.

We may learn an important lesson from the ex-
perience of Judas.  We may be called disciples of
Christ; we may hold our religious convietions firmly,
and be able to present clear, connected arguments in
their support; and yet, like Judas, we may hold the
truth in unrighteousness. If we would be sanectified
through the truth, we must hold it in the love and
fear of God It is a duty we owe to ourselves to
cultivate self-reliance and independence of character;
but these traits must be blended with meekuess and
humility. When we trust to our own wisdom and
judgment, as a large number do, we are in the sure
It is only
through divine grace that we can overcome the defects
in our character; but unless we make continued efforts
to subdue them, they will become stronger, as in the
case-of Judas. Ivery indulgence in sin prepares the
way for renewed and excessive indulgence, until at last
the tempter has full control of the mind,

After God has shown individuals their sins and
given them grace to overcome, and his Spirit has been
long striving with them, he will not work a miracle to
prevent the sure result of resisting that Spirit and
persisting in a wrong course. There is a boundary to
his grace and mercy; and when this boundary is passed,
the aid of his. Spirit, so wickedly refused and insulted,
is withdrawn, and the soul is given over to the worst
of tyrants,—the power of a perverted will.  If we are
closely connected with sacred things, and yet do not
realize their importance, the heart will bacome so hard
that the most earnest appeals will not move it to con-
trition.  We must cherish every ray of light, We
must work intelligently to form our characters after
the divine model, continually striving - with all the
powers God has given us, to reach the high standard
set before us in hig word.

The truth is precious, but it is nothing to any of us
unless we are sanctified through it. Has its influence
made you better men and women ?  Has it improved
your life anl character? Unless the truth is ac-
complishing the object for which it is designed in
transforming you into the image of Christ, it were
better if you had never professed to believe it; for you
will mislead others. The salvation of our own souls
and the souls of those with whom we associate is of
the first importance, while the things of this lifc are
secondary; but Satan is ever scheming to reverse this
order, and interpose the world between the soul and.its
eternal interests.

Many dv not exalt the truth, but degrade it by their
uncliristian course.  They neglect to improve the
privilege given them to become acquainted with
Christ and hislove. This knowledge is a sure defense;
but whatever tends to draw the mind from the love of
Jesus, whether it be the deceitful heart within or an
ensnaring world without, is of Satan, and will bring
darkness and death.

God sends messages of instruction, of reproof, of
warning. Do not flatter yourself that he does not
dennunce the particular sins that you love. Do not
imagine that by some means you can enter into life
withont being free from moral pollution. If we would
live with Jesus in the mansions that he has gone to
prepare. we must be like him in this world, We must
be diligent to set our hearts in order. Let us greatly
fear self-deception.  Let us cover up nothing, but be
true to our own souls. Let us study to have the meek-
ness and humihty of Christ. An opportunity is now
afforded us to become pure in heart and spotless in
character. Though the enemy piesses in his tempta-
tions, coming in upon us like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord will lift up a standard against him. We may
find a present help in Jesus; but we must seek this
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help through earnest, persevering prayer. In the
closet, in the family circle, as we walk the streets, and
while our hands engage in labor, we may pray, and the
Lord will hear us.

There is no excuse for continuing in sin. No man
is obliged to do evil, and be lost. Every one who
perishes destroys his own soul. The provisions of
grace are ample. Jesus is pleading in our behalf, and
there is mercy for even the most guilty and sinful.
Let us take hold of the strength of Jesus. He loves
us with a love that is inexpressible; let us respond to
that love.

TRADITION AND THE BIBLE.

Gop gave the Bible by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit. That volume is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. We
must not add to the word of God, and we are warned
not to take anything away from it. Prov. 30:5, 6;
Deut. 4 :2; 12 :32. It we obey this instruction, we
shall conform exactly to the will of God. We shall
not create institutions and commandments and add
them to those which God has created, and we shall
not neglect nor transgress any of the things which
Gtod has commanded.

But men do dare to add to the Bible and to take
away from the Bible, and they are so far from think-
ing this to be a sin that they even regard it as a virtue.
The authority which justifies this course of action is
tradition. Now tradition has an origin that is wholly
indefinite and uncertain. Men suppose that Christ
taught his apostles some things of a different nature
from those which the apostles recorded. They sup-
pose that the apostles repeated these things by word
of mouth to the next generation of disciples, and they
to the next, and they to the next, in constant succes-
sion. Thus in the second or third or fourth centuries
men began to write what had come down to them in
this manner by tradition. These writings in- our
times are known as the works of the Fathers of the
church, Some of these works contain valuable infor-
mation concerning the times in which the writers lived,
and valuable expositions of some passages of the Bible.
But when they deal in traditions, they always depart
from the declarations of the Bible, sometimes in a very
grave manner. When traditions do not contradict the
Bible, they may be true; but they are not even then
gafe to follow, for they may be entirely false.
But when traditions do conflict with the word
of God, we know that they are false. The
Bible came from God. Whatever tradition contradicts
the Bible must have come from the adversary of God
and man, Satan. But many persons seem never to
have thought of this. They acknowledge that the
Bible came from God; but they think that tradition
also comes from God, even theugh it contradict what
he has said in his word. Therefore they dare to accept
tradition when it leads even to disobedience of the
commandments of God. There is always one thing
to promote the triumph of tradition over the Bible.
Tradition is popular and agreeable, but the Bible is
always pointing us to the duty of self-denial and to
the crucifixion of the old man with his deeds.

Tradition is the great source of strength to the
Church of Rome. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and
ordinances rest mainly upon tradition, as she freely
admits. Her rule of faith is not the Bible alone, but
the Bible and tradition. ~And when these two are
thus joined, tradition has always the superiority. Men
do not say in such cases, We will accept tradition so
far as it is in harmony with the Bible; but they say
rather, Tradition has come down to us to teach the

meaning of the Bible and to supply the defects of that-

book. Tradition is therefore always the master, and
the Bible must give place to this usurper.

If the Church of Rome were to renounce tradition,
and to return to the simplicity of the Bible, we should
see no longer one vast organization largely composed
of unconverted men; but we should see, as in the book
of Acts, many churches, each composed of men and
women who had been converted. There would be no
pope and cardinals, no archbishops and bishops, no
inquisition, no pompous ceremonies; but there would
be pastors and evangelists like Stephen, who was
filled with faith and the Holy Ghost; and the members
of these churches would keep the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus, without turning to the
right hand or to the left to follow tradition.

Tradition is the great element of weakness in the
Protestant church. It is not such from necessity, but
from unfaithfulness on the part of Protestants to the
great doctrine of the Reformation that the Bible alone,
and not the Bible with tradition, is the rule by which
God governs men,  Before this doctrine, Romanism

must fall, and so also must all human ordinances
among Protestants. " The weakness of Protestants has
been that in separvating from the Church of Rome
they brought away with them institutions which could
not be sustained without the help of tradition, and
which made void some of the institutions of the Bible.

This has placed them under the necessity of constant
resort to tradition to strengthen the feeble support
which they could produce from the Bible for the insti-
tutions to which we refer. And this has given
Romanists the occasion to say that Protestants do not
make the Bible their only authority; but that while
denying that tradition should be added to the Bible,
they actually add tradition to that book, but only
follow tradition wo far as it suits them, while
Romanists follow it in full.

There is-certainly some force to this reproach. We
refer in particular to the change of the fourth com-
mandment. We have often shown that the Bible
makes no allusion to this change as an act wrought
by divine authority.  But it is said in reply that the
Fathers of the church assert that this change was
made by Christ, and that they received this fact by
tradition from the apostles.-—J. N. Andrews.

BIBLE CONVERSION AND GROWTH IN
GRACE.,

SANCTIFICATION AS TAUGHT IN THE SCRIPTURES.

Tar agencies for the accomplishment of sanctifica-
tion are the truth, the Holy Spirit, faith, and obedi-
ence. ‘¢ Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word
is truth,” is the petition of the Son to the Father.
Error, however venerable from age, cannot sanctify
men., Again, says Jesus : * Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.” We may em-
phatically say of the law of God proclaimed upon
Mount Sinai, that it is his “ truth.” ¢ Thylaw is the
truth.” <« All thy commandments are truth.” Ps,
119 : 142, 151. By means of the law, Paul was con-
vinced of sin. Rom. 7 :7. And he affirms: “ By
the law is the knowledge of sin.” ¢ Whosoever com-
mitteth sin, transgresseth also the law; for sin is the
transgression of the law.” 1 John 3:4,

It is difficult to comprehend how one who rejects the
law of God can have a knowledge of sin which would
lead him to fly from it t7 the Saviour. Nor can we
conceive how one can attain unto sanctification with-
out the truth ; for if it could be so, why the prayer of
the Saviour : *Sanctify them through thy truth  ?

Says Charles . Finney, president of Oberlin (Ohio)
College : T have long been satisfied that the higher
forms of Christian experience are attained only as a
result of a terribly searching application of God's law
to the human conscience and heart,” Adam Clarke
says : “ Man cannot have a true notion of sin but by
means of the law of God.” Professor Brown, of
Brown University (Baptist), says : ¢ You can no more
change the moral law than attempt to change God
himself.”

But this finishing work of the grace of God upon
the heart, to prepare men for the kingdom of glory,
is not accomplished by the law alone ; the Holy Spirit
must act its part. Paul says : ¢ But we are bound to
give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth.” 2 Thess. 2 : 13.

The steps here are, hearing the truth, believing the
truth, receiving the Spirit, and experiencing its sanc-
tifying pawer ; thus connecting with the truth or the
word of God, faith, and the purifying and. elevating
influence of that divine power which ¢ beareth witness
witli our spirit that we are the children of God,”
“ being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.” Rom. 15 : 16.
Again, says Peter: ¢ Elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father, through sanctification
of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ : Grace unto you, and peace, be
multiplied.” 1 Peter1:2. Here the subject of obedi-
ence is introduced as an important -fastor in the work
of sanctification.  So we have the fact before us that
the truth (the word of God), the operation of the
Holy Syirit, the energizing, vitalizing power of faith,
with cheerful obedience, are the warp and woof of the
agencieg of Bible sanctification.

And here let it be remarked, the Spirit of God and
his word do not lead nor work in opposite directions
in the accomplishment of sanctification. As well
might the telegraph agent talk of dispensing with the
long lines of wires stretching themselves over the
earth, and declare that he could control the electric
current, sending messages everywhere through the air,
as for one to claim sanctification: by the Spirit, while
the teachings of God's word are repndiated. Speaking
of the worship of the Father, the Saviour says : « They
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth,”  John 4 :24.  Says Adam Clarke : ¢ A man

worships God in spirit when, under the influence of
the Holy Ghost, he brings all his affections, appetites,
and desires to the throne of God ; and he worships him
in truth when every purpose and passion of his heart,
and when every act of his religious worship, is
guided and regulated by the word of God."”

The sanctification recognized and enjoined by the
Bible is not partial in application nor superficial in
character ; its office is to change the entire man, <« If
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things
are passed away ; behold, all things are become new.”
2 Cor. 5:17. Says Paul: ¢ And the very God of
peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. 5:
23.  One sanctified * wholly,” then, is sanctified,
spirit, soul, and body, and this mnst embrace the
whole man. .

I think it cannot be denied that the apostle, in the
prayer here quoted, has special reference to the last
church, certainly not if it be read in connection with
the fourth chapter, verses 13-18, and in connection
with the first verses of the fifth chapter. We, then,
as a people, should be deeply interested in the subject ;
for in addition to the prayer for entire sanctifica-
tion, he adds : ¢ Faithful is he that calleth you, who
also will doit.” Here is positive proof that this work
will be accomplished.

By the term spirdt, in the text under consideration,
we understand the apostle to mean the mind, the same
as in Colossians 2 : 5 : « For though I be absent in the
flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and be-
holding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith
in Christ.” This, with all its God-given faculties and
powers, should be consecrated to our Creator. The
mind may be ““carnal,” ‘“enmity against God,” “not
subject to the law of God ;” or it may be such that
with it we may serve the law of God. It was not until
Paul had so learned to reverence the will of God, and
brought his own will in subjection to it, as to enable
hiin meekly to pen the truth, ¢ 8o, then, with the mind
I myself serve the law of God,” that he could exclaim
in joyful accents, “There is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

It will next be in order to notice some of the facul-
ties or powers of the mind, which should bear evidence
of having experienced the work of sanctification, pro-
vided the spirit shall have been wholly sanctified.

A. 8. Hurcnins,

THE STATE'$ THE DEAD.

OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED AND EXPLAINED.

Tur fifth text evidently favors my view of the sub-
ject. 1 Pet. 3:19 :« By which also he went and
preached unto the spirits in prison;” literally in
guard, ot as the Syriac version venders it, in sepulchro,
in the grave, which means the same; for the grave is
the common guardian of all till the day of Judgment.
What therefore the apostle says more fully in chap.
4:5, 6, *“ Who shall give account to him that is ready
to judge the quick and the dead; for, for th's cause
was the gospel preached also to them that are dead,”
he expresses in this place by a metaphor, ¢ the spirits
that are in guard ;" it follows, therefore, that the
spirits are dead.

The sixth text is Rev. 6:9: “I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain.” I answer
that in the Seripture idiom the soul is often put for
the whole animate body, and that in this passage it is
used for the souls of those who were not yet born;
unless, indeed, the fifth seal was already opened in the
time of John: in the same manner as in the parable
of Dives and Lazarus. Luke 16, Though Christ, for
the sake of the lesson to be conveyed, speaks of that as
present which was not to take place till after the day
of Judgment, and describes the dead as placed in two
distinct states, he by no means intirnates any separa-
tion of the soul from the body.

The seventh text is Luke 23 :43: * Jesus said
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, to-day shalt thou
be with me in Paradise.” This passage hason various
accounts occasioned so much trouble that some have
not hesitated to alter the punctuation, as if it had been
written, I say unto thee to-day ;”* that is, although
I seem to-day the most despised and miserable of all
men, yet I declare to thee, and assure thee, that thou
ghalt hereafter be with me in Paradise, that is, in
some pleasant place (for properly speaking, Paradise
is not heavent), or in the spiritual state allotted to the

*Some Greek copies have the point atter “to-day.,” The
punctuation is the work of uninspired men. The thief did
not ask to go to heaven when he déed. Christ did not as-
cend to heaven that day. See John 20 :17.

TThe author seems to overlook 2 Cor. 12 :2,4; Rev. 2:7;
22: 2, which, taken together, show conclusively that Paradise
is in the third heaven, where God has his residence and
throne. ‘
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soul and body. Nor is it necessary to take the
word to-day in its strict acceptation, but rather for a
short time, as in 2 Sam, 16:3; Heb.3:7. How-
ever this may be, so much clear evidence should not
be rejected on account of a single passage of which it
is not easy to give a satisfactory interpretation.

The eighth text is Luke 23 : 46 : “Into thy hands
I commend my spirit.” But the spirit is not therefore
separated from the body, or incapable of death; for
David uses the same language in Ps. 81 : 5, although
be was not then about to die : “Into thine hand T
commit my spirit,” while it was yet abiding in and with
the body. So Stephon, Acts 7 :59 : “ Lord Jesus,
receive my epirit, . and when he had said
this, he f&ll asleep.” It was not the bare spirit
divested of the body that he commended t» Christ.
but ‘“the whole spirit, and soul, and body,” as it is
expressed in 1 Thess. 5:23. Thus the spirit of
Christ was to be raised again with the body or the
third day, while that of Stephen was to be reserved
unto the appearing of the Lord. So 1 Pet, 4:19:
¢ Let them commit the keeping of their souls to him
in well-doing.”

The ninth passage is 2 Cor, 5:1-20. It is suffi-
ciently apparent, however, that the object of this pas-
sage is not to inculcate the separation of the soul from
the body, but to contrast the animal and terrestial life
of the whole man with the spiritual and heavenly.
Hencein the first verse, ¢ The house of this tabernacle,”
is opposed, not to the soul, but to a * building of God, a
house not ade with hands,” that is, to the final re-
newal of thie whole man, as Beza also explains it,
whereby ¢ we are clothed upon” in the heavens, being
clothed, not naked. This distinctly appears
from the fourth verse : “ Not for that we would be un-
clothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be
swallowed up of life.” So also verse 5: “ Now he
that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God;”
not for the separating of the soul from the body, but for
- the pertecting of both.  Wherefore the clause in the
eighth verse, “to be absent from the body, and to
be present with the Lord,” must be understood of the
consummation of our happiness; and « the body” must
be taken for this frail life, as is common in the sacred
writings, and the absence spoken of, for our eternal
departute to a heavenly world. The ninth verse
proves still more clearly that the expressions, ““to be
present with the Lord” and * to be absent,” both refer
to this life : ¢ Wherefore we labor, that whether present
or absent, we may be accepted of him ;” for no one
supposes that the souls of men are occupied from the
time of death to that of the resurrection in endeavors
to render themselves acceptable to God in heaven;
that is the employment, of the present life, and its re-
ward ig not to Le looked for till the second coming of
Christ. For the apostle says : « We must all appear
before the judgment-seat of Christ, that every one
may receive the things done in his body, according to
that he hath done, whether 1t be good or bad.” There
is, consequently, no recompense of good or bad after
death, previous to the day of Judgment. Compare 1
Cor. 15, the whole of which chapter throws no small
light on this passage. The same sense is to be ascribed
to 2 Pet, 1:13-15: “ As long as I am in this
tabernacle,” ete., that is, in this life. It is, however,
unnecessary to prolong this discussion, as there is
searcely one of the remaining passages of Seripture
which las not been already explained by anticipation.
— Milton. .
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EVIDENCES OF THE END.

By wost people, the evidences of the soon coming
of Christ are considered insufficient to base faith upon.
But the testimony and acts of one man condemned the
people destroyed by the flood. The evidences then
were sufficient, otherwise the world would not have
been condemned. But a hundred tinies more convine-
ing evidences come pouring in upon us that the day
of the Lord is near, and hasteth greatly. We follow
down the numerous prophetic chains of Daniel and of
the Revelation, and we find ourselves in every instance
standing just before the day of wrath. We see the
signs spoken of by the prophets, by Christ, and in the
epistles, fulfilling or fulfilled.  And at the right time
and in the right manner to fulfill certain propheies,
a solemn message arises in different parts of the world :
« Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm
in my holy mountain; let all the inhabitants of the
land tremble; for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is
nigh at hand.” Joel 2:1. Wherever we look, we
see prophecy fulfilling. While the knowledge of God
and the spirit of holiness are departing, spiritual
wickedness, like a flood, covers the land.

But these evidences are considered insufficient to
rest faith upon.  Well, what kind of evidence would
the unbelieving have ? *When the signs of the end,”

says the skeptic, ““are fulfilled, they will be so plain
that no one can doubt.” But if the signs are of such
a nature, and are fulfilled in such a manner as to com-
pel all to believe in the coming of Christ, how can it
be as it wasin the days of Noah? Men were not
then compelled to believe.  But eight believing souls
were saved, while all the world besides sank in their
unbelief beneath the waters of the flood, God has
never revealed hig truth to man in a manner to compel
him to believe.- Those who have wished to doubt his

word have found a wide field in which to doubt, and a |,

bread road to perdition; while those who have wished
to believe have ever found everlasting rock upon which
to rest their faith.

Just before the end, the world will be hardened in
sin, and indifferent to the claims of God. Men will be
careless about hearing warning of danger, and blinded
by cares, pleasures, and riches. An unbelieving and
infidel generation will be eating, drinking, marrying,
building, planting, and sowing. Tt is right to eat and
drink to sustain nature, but the sin is in excess and
gluttony. The marriage covenant is holy; but God’s
glory is seldom thought of.  Building, planting, and
sowing necessary, for convenient shelter, food, and cloth-
ing are right; but the world has gone wholly after these
things so that men have no time nor disposition to
think of God, heaven, the coming of Christ, and the
Judgment.” This world is their god, and all their
energies of body and mind are devoted to its service,
And the evil day is put far away. .

The faithful watchman who sounds the alarm as he
sees destruction coming, is held up before the people
from the pulpits of the land, and by the religious press,
as a * fanatic,” a ‘“teacher of dangerous heresies ;”
while in contrast is set forth a long period of peace and
prosperity to the church. So the churches are quieted
to sleep. The scoffer continues to scoff, and the
mocker mocks on.  But their day is coming. Thus
saith the prophet of God : « Howl ye; for the day of
the Lord is at hand ; it shall come as a destruction
from the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be
faint, and every man’s heart shall melt.” Isa. 13 : 6,
7. Most dreadful day! And is it near?—Yes; it
hasteth ! it hasteth greatly! What a description is
given by the prophet ! Read it! and as you read, try
to feel how dreadful will be that day : ¢ The great day
of the Lord is near, it is near and hasteth greatly,
even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty
man shall ery there bitterly, That day is a day of
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness
and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, =
day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the trumpet
and alarm against the fenced cities and against the
high towers. And I will bring distress upon men,
that they shall walk like bliud men, because they have
sinned against the Lord : and their blood shall be
poured out as’ dust, and their flesh as the dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to
deliver them in the day of the Lord's wrath ; but the
whole land shall be devoured by the fire of his jealousy,
for he shall make even a speedy riddance of all them
that dwell in the land.”  Zeph. 1 : 14-18. :

Now we hear the peace-and-safety-cry from the pul-
pit, and all the way along down to the grog-shop.
« Where is the promise of his coming ?”” is murmured
from the inpious lips of a thousand last-day scoffers.
But the scene will speedily change ; ¢ for when they
shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden destruction
cometh upon them.” The scoffing of the haughty
scoffer will soon be turned to wailing and howling,
« The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord
alone shall be exalted in that day. Forthe day of the
Lord of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud
and lotty, and upon every oue that is lifted up ; and he
shall be brought low.” Isa. 2 :11, 12.

The doctrine of the second appearing of Christ has
been held by the church ever since her Lord ascended
to the Father to prepare mansions for her reception.
Tt is the event that consummates her hopes, terminates
the period of her toils and sorrows, and introduces her
eternal repose. What sublime scenes will then open
before the waiting children of God! The blazing
heavens will reveal the Son of God in his glory, sur-
rounded by all the holy angels. The trumpet will
sound, and the just will come forth from the grave,
immortal. And all—Redeemer and redeemed, a‘tended
by the heavenly host—will move upward to the
mansions prepared for them in the Father's house.

To those who really love their absent Lord, the
theme of his soon return to bestow immortality upon
the dead and living righteous is fraught with un-
speakable blessedness. This event, with all its grand
results, has always been the hope of the church. Paul

could look over eighteen long centuries, and speak of
it as < that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing

of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  Titus

2 :13. And Peter exhorts : ¢ Looking for and hast-
ing unto the coming of the day of God ” 2 Pet. 3:
12.  And Paul again, after speaking of the descent of
the Lord from heaven, the resurrection of the dead in
Christ and their ascent with the living righteous to
meet the Lord in the air, says: « Wherefore comfort
one another with these words.”—James White.

e B ¥ SRR
IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE STUDY.

No owe will question the statement that those who
presume to teach the Secriptures should have a good
knowledge of them. ¢ For the priest’s lips should
keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his
mouth,” This fact is so well established that dishonest
men often take advantage of it to lead people astray;
professing to be Bible teachers, they gain the con-
fidence of those not familiar with the Bible, and palm
off upon them the theories of men’s devising, in the
place of sacred truth.  There are, however, but few,
even of those who profess to love the Bible and to be
guided by its teachings, who recognize the necessity
of a thorough study of the Bible for themselves, Ttis
for this reason that they are so easily deceived by
ignorvant and unscrupulous men. .

If there were nothing in the Bible itself on this
point, our own reason ought to teach us that if the

-Bible is to be our rule of life, we ought to know for

ourselves what things it requires of s, Ifit isa guide
book to tell us whereabouts we are in the journey to-
ward the celestial city, and to warn us of the dangers
and difficulties of the way, certainly every one who is
making the journey needs to be thoroughly acquainted
with its conteuts. It was for this purpose that the
Bible was written ; the inspired penmen did not write
for the benefit of a few, but for all. The way in which
it was designed that the Bible should be studied, is
thus given by Moses :—

¢ And these words, which I command thee this day,
shall be in thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them
diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up.  Andthou shalt bind them for
a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between thine eyes.” Deut. 6 : 6-8.

This last part was not to be taken literally, as the
Jews afterwards supposed; it is a figurative expression
to denote that the sacred truths were to be studied
until they would be constantly in the mind, before the
eyes, and influence both the thoughts of the head and
the actions of the hand, David had the correct idea
of this injunction ; for he said, “Thy word have I
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”
Ps. 119 :11.  There are two points to be noted in this
text: 1. “Thy word have I A/d in mine heart.” How
did he do this? The following verses tell : I will
meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy
ways.,” Verse 15. Also verses 23, 48, 78. ¢ Mine
eyes prevent the night watches, that I might meditate
in thy word.” Verse 148. It was by constant study
that David was enabled to hide the word in his heart.
Any one who reads these verses thoughtfully, will be
convinced that David was not content with baving a
copy of the law in his pussession, but that he studied
it until he had, as we say, ‘“learned it by heart.”
How else could he meditate upon it in the night? 2.
“ That T might not sin against thee.” This is why
be studied the word so carefully. A blessing is pro-
nounced on the man who meditates day and night in
the law of the Lord (Ps. 1:1, 2); and this blessing
consists primarily in the fact that by so doing he is
kept from sin. ¢ The mouth of the righteous speaketh
wisdom, and his tongue talketh of judgment. The
law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall
slide.” Ps. 87:380, 31.

There is no other way than this brought to view in
the Bible, whereby we may be kept from sin. We are
to be sanctified through the truth, and it is by obeying
it that our lives are purified. Now since none can
enter heaven except those who are free from sin, it
follows that it is as necessary for lay members to have
the word of God in their hearts (not on their tables,
nor simply in their hands), as it is for preachers of
the gospel.  Of course the latter will be, from con-
stant exercise, more ready in handling the word than
others; hut this should be the only difference. We,
as a general thing, have not realized the necessity of
close, personal study of the Bible. Tt is our standard;
we draw our faith, pure and simple, from its pages; it
is that which is to be our ¢ shield and buckler,” 7. e.,
our defense, in the time of trouble. How important,
then, that we make it our constant study.

The Bible is able not only to make us ‘“ wise unto
salvation,” but it furnishes the best possible discipline
for the mental faculties. The psalmist says : < The
entrance of thy words givethlight; it giveth understand-
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ing unto the simple.” Ps. 119 :180. When Moses
was giving his final charge to the children of Israel,
he said : ““ Behold, I have tanght you statutes and
judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded me,
that ye should do so in the land whither ye go to
possess it Keep therefore and do them; for this is
your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of
the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, and
say, Surely this great nation is a wise and under-
standing people.” Deut. 4 : 5, 6. The book of the
law was the only book that the Israelites had, yet
there were no more shrewd and acute people among
the ancients. Even to-day the Jews, although they
have sadly wandered from the ancient landmarks, are
leaders in literature and the arts; and we think that
we are safe in saying that their aptness is due to the
fact that their ancestors were men who made the law
of God their constant study. L. J. WaccoNer.

PO Sy
e

“LIFE IS EARNEST.”

Ar a Quaker meeting a venerable man arose, and, in
an impressive tone, said : “ Many say it is a solemn
thing to die; but, bethink you all, and betlink you
well, it is a solemn thing to live.” The testimony is as
vital as it is true, and who heeds it not will come to
grief. . .

But think of the difficulties that beset a human life.
Many fail becanse they forget to count the cost. How
often we hear men say of various enterprises they have
undertaken, that if they had known the hindrances and
hardships attending their pursuit, they never would
have undertaken it. But in the matter of life we have
no choice ; we are here ; God has conferred on us the
dignity of birth and the glory of existence, and he is
base who regrets the endowment. DBut such is the
constitution of things, that no man may regard life as
a summer day, fit only for the amusement of children
and the folly of the wicked. It is a great conflict, and
all its successes are but the result of a series of over-
comings ; and the higher the sphere, and the nobler the
aim, the more is this true. The young enter upon the
struggle with the disadvantage of no experience. Tt is
at the beginning you need, so far as is possible, to con-
sider the whole view of.it, and thus prepare yourself for
what awaits yon. Many have learned, some to their
sorrow, that the fancy and romance with which the
young are apt to clothe life, have all faded out before
they proceeded very far; the showy, vain dream has
vanished away, and lo! there is reality and genuine
conflict. How many, even, who are inspired by a good
purpose, when the voyage becomes tempestuous, and
there is need for the putting forth of every good force,
are disheartened, and fall into ignoble defeat, as if it
were an unavoidable calamity, The failure results from
the. wrong view they entertain of life. They run, but
‘they do not win ; and they seek a grave in the shadows
of withering disappointment.

Young men, at the start be impressed with the battle,
the real difficultics, that jar through the mystery of
Linman life, all of which must go down in your success
or triumph in your failure, Who thinks he can dance
his way through life, and then pluck away its crown at
the end, is but a fool dancing to the doom of his folly.
Gird yourselves for the difficulties of life, and win its
brightest victories in overcoming them. And let the
thought that God has contemplated all these diffi-
culties in your creation inspire you. It is not a cruel
necessity or an unavoidable calamity that these diffi-
culties so often overcome, and sometimes destroy, men ;
man was made and assigned his place in view of them,
and, like the tree strengthened by the wind that often
sways it, he is to be rooted in good purpose the more
deeply and firmly because of these.—M. Rhodes, D. D.

P

A STRIKING TESTIMONY.

Corroxn Maruzmr, born 1663, was one of the eminent
pastors of New Lngland. He was author of three
hundred and eighty-two different works, and was one
of the most distingnished and learned clergymen of his
day, More than a score of his publications relate to
the second coming of Christ,and things pertaining to
thgd end, Of the new earth this eminent minister
said —

“The conflagration described by the oracles of God
in strong terms, and which we are warned of by the
mouth of all the prophets—this conflagration will be at
the second coming of the Lord. To make the Petrine
conflagration [see 2 Peter, chap. 37 signify no more
than the laying of Jernsalem and her danghters in
ashes, and to make the new heavens and the new earth
signify no more than the church state of the gospel,—
these are shameful hallucinations.”

Thus wrote the celebrated old New England pastor
of a subject which is so terribly befogged at the present
day. TIn another work, describing the last days, he
spoke thus ;—

“ When our Lord shall come, he will find the world
almost void of true and lively faith (especially of faith
in his coming) ; and when he shall descend with his
heavenly banners and angels, what else ‘will he find,
almost, but the whole church,-as it were, a-dead car-
cass, miserably putrefied with the spivit, and manners,
and endearments of this world.”

Such a ringing testimony should have great weight
with the professors of this world-loving and pleasare-
seeking age.—Sel.

P —

BACKBONE.

WHEN you see a fellow-mortal
Without fixed and fearless views,
Hanging on the skirts of others—
Walking in their cast-off ghoes,
Bowing low to wealth and favor
With abject, uncovered head,
Ready to retract and waver,
Willing to be turned or led—
Walk yourself with firmer bearing ;
Throw your moral shoulders back ;
Show your spine has nerve and marrow—
Just the things which his must lack.
A stionger word
Was never heard
Than this—baclkbone,

When you see a politician
Crawling through contracted holes,
Begging for some fat position
In the House or at the polls,
With no sterling manhood in him—
Nothing stable, broad, or sound,
Destitute of pluck or ballast,
Double-sided all around—
Walk yourself with firmer bearing,
Throw your moral shoulders back,
Show your spine has nerve and marrow—
Just the things which his must lack.
A stronger word
Was never heard
Than this—backbone.

A modest song and plainly told,
The text is worth a mine of gold ;
For many men most sadly lack
A noble stiffness of the back.
—Publie Opin;am.

PRI Y
-

THE WORK OF REFORMATION.

WHuEN one speaks of the Reformation, it 1s always
taken for granted that the work of Luther and his
coadjutors is referred to. Butin this article we do not
so speak of the Reformation. While any and every
effort for the improvement of man’s condition is a work
of reform, there is yet one work that is entitled to
pre-eminence in this direction, and that is the labor
of bringing mexn from the labyrinth of error and super-
stition to the knowledge of the truth as it is found in
the word of God. )

Christ was a reformer of the highest type, because
he stood at the head, not only of the twelve disciples,
but of a long list of those who have, from that time
to this, sought to lead men in the way of the Bible,
He found men in his earthly work who claimed to
believe and follow the word of God, but who were
bound up in traditions that were contrary to the truth
they professed to serve. On one oceasion, especially,
some of those who doubtless thought it impossible for
themselves to be in error, because they represented a
class of so many centuries’ standing, undertook to re-
prove the Saviour for not following in the way of their
traditions, Said they : « Why do thy disciples trans-
gress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not
their hands when they eat bread.” Matt. 15: 2.
These Pharisees thought such a custom of much im-
portance, because it had been established so loug by
the direction of their elders. But the Saviour met
their question with another that showed them to be
worshipers of men rather than of God. He im-
mediately asks : “ Why do ye also transgress the
commandment of God by your tradition ?” He then
shows how their traditions make God’s commandments
of no effect, and then adds: “But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men.”

The disciples, who had opportunity to overhear the
comments of the Pharisees, afterward came to Christ
and said to him : ¢ Knowest thou that the Pharisees
were offended after they heurd this saying ?” The
language of the Saviour in reply to this question is
emphatic, and not to be wmisunderstood : ¢ Ivery
plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted,
shall be rooted up.”  Then every tradition or institu-
tion not planted by the heavenly Father must be
rooted from the soll of the church. But we ask the
question, When was this to be done? Was that
work accomplished in the days of Christ or his
apostles 7—Hardly ; for we find Paul calling the at-
tention of the c¢hurch at Thessalonica to the fact that
a power which he called ¢ the mystery of iniguity” was
already working in his day, and that it would result in

a falling away in the church, and that finally the
“man of sin” would be revealed.

The papacy was revealed in its time, An ex-
posure of that iniquitous system was commenced by
Luther, and followed up by others who succeeded humn,
each advancing a step beyond his predecessor into the
light of truth as revealed in the word of God. Hach
of these, in his turn, has acted the part of a reformer
on sonie point of doctrine,  But if the Reformation
started in the sixteenth century was of God, then it
cannot stop until the words of Christ are fulfilled, and
every plant not planted and trained by the hand of
God, shall have been pulled up, so far as the work of
the reformers can do it.

The most dearly cherighed institutions among men
are generally those planted by themselves, and for the
reason that their perpetuation serves to advance the
glory of the founders, Not so with all of God’s
institutions. Many attach but little importance to
some of them, and 50 cause them to yield their place
to others that only Dbear the stamp of man. The
Sabbath institution is one of thesc. Many do not
care to remember this, though God plainly states that
he did plant it, and has given minute instructiens fot
his people to treat it carefully and reverently. But
they will take another day than the one God calls the
Sabbath, and plant a rival institution to God’s great
memorial day, and this they observé as a day of rest
and worship without a commandin.the Bible for doing so.

But, say they, while we grant that God did not
command the first day of the week to be observed, we
think the apostles instituted its observance. We ask
in reply, Where is such a thing intimated ?  Cer-
tainly not in the Bible. In any way we look at it, the
Sunday rest-day is of man’s planting, and therefore
the Lord will have it reoted up, This work of reform is
brought to view as the closing work of the gospel.
The third angel’s message of Rev. 14 warns against
worshiping the beast, or receiviag his mark, and then
brings to view a class developing the patience of the
saints through keeping God’s commandments and the
faith of Jesus. Verses 9-12. The very next event
following that message is the appearing of the Son of
man seated on the white eloud. )

All the signs of the times indicate that the Lord's
coming is an event soon to be realized. Thousands
are proclaiming that it is near at hand and that it
hastens. But why do they not see, that, according to
tlie scripture last referred to, a reform on God’s com--
mandments must precede that coming ?  Now if, as
is generally conceded, the Lord’s coming is an impend-
ing event, there should now be a people springing
up in various parts of the earth proclaiming the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

And what will this call for ? Nothing less than a
return to the observance of the seventh day as taught
in the fourth of those precepts. It can be nothing
else ; for surely every one accepts the other nine of
these commandments in a literal sense, and claims
that they ought to be observed. Then a reform in the
commandments of God niust point to a reform on the
Sabbath, And why?—It is a plant of God’s own
planting, while the Sunday has been planted and
nourished by man alone. '

But some one may ask, Do you think that the
Sunday will finally be rooted out, and the Sabbath
will supplant that institution 7—Not while this state
of things exists, any more than all other errors will be
suppressed.  But it is necessary that reforms should
commence here on all these things, so that the world
shall be thoroughly informed and warned regarding
them. "Then when the last of these errors has been
fully exposed, and the honest in heart have been
gathered out of every tribe and nation, the condem-
nation of others will be made manifest at the appearing
of the Scn of man.

Then when the promise of God has been fulfilled
according to 2 Pet. 3 : 10-13, all the errors planted by
man will have been rooted up.  Then no one will be
found observing the first day of the week; but all will
observe the seventh, God's own Sabbath, instead. This
is very plainly set forth in the following : ** For as
the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make,
shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall your
seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass,
that from one new moon to anccher, and from
one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to
worship before me, saith the Lord.” Isa. 66 : 22, 23..

Then will the words of Christ have been fulfilled, and
every one will acknowledge the institution that God
planted when he made the world, and left for man
as a memorial of his creative power. The reform that
places the commandments of God in its fore front is
the last reform to be introduced before the work of
probation closes. The next event will be the coming
of the world’s Redeemer to gather home his people.
And that time is not far before us. J. O, Conwuiss.
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NOT UNDER LAY,

« For ye are not under the law, but under grace.” Rom. § 114,

Thrs is the [requent reply to all questions, when, at
the present time, the law of ten commandments is dis-
cussed. The question arises, Were you and I ever
under the law 7—-Certainly.  When ?—When we were
sinners. How do we know this ?—DBccause to redeem
us fram its bondage, Christ was made under the law.
See Gal. 4:4, 5. “To redeem wus, yes,” some say,

“then 1 have nothing to do with the law.” But do
the Scriptures say this? To redeem those who were

under the law, haw was Chrigt made under it ?  God
«hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin.”
2 Cor. 5 :21. Tle was made “sin for us,” mind not
a sinner ; but he took upon himself its consequences ;
he knew, and felt, and bore for us its penalty. This
is what forced from his lips the bitter cry, “ My God,
my God, why hasi thou forsaken me ?”

Then what isit to be under the law ?—T4 is to be a
sinner; and a sinner is a transgressor of the law.
1 John 8 :4. DPaul says that by nature he was carnal,
sold uuder sin. Rom. 7 : 14, Then, of course, Paul
was a slave, or servant, of sin; for sin has dominion, or

.power, over one if he is a servant to it, just as a master
has power over the servant that scrves him, Rom.'6 :
16, 17. Paul thanks God, that, while his brethren
were onge the servants ol sin, they had become
abedient ta the doctrine he had preached. In the
18th verse he continues : * Being then made free
from sin, ye beeame the servauts of righteousness.”
¢« Ifor when ye were the servantsof sin, ye were free from
righteousness.”  Verse 20.  Who, then, is under the
law ?2—Tvidently those, as we have found, who needed
Christ to be made under the law for them, and thus
bear their gnilt as sinners. Then who are free ?—
Those, as Paal says, who are the servants of rig hteous-
ness. What makes us sinners ?—DBreaking the law,
Then it must be obedience that makes us righteous.

But some say., ¢ What, then, has Christ done? 1
thonght I read that we were free from the law.” Yes ;
but how 7—¢ Tar the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
"Jesus hath made we free from the law of sin and
death.” Rom. 8:2. What is the Spiritof life? Ts
it not new life 7 What is the law of the new life ? Is
it not holiness? Rom. 8:7, 8, The carnal, fleshly,
or natural mind is not subject, obedient, to God’s law,
neither can it be. So we see that holiness by the
Spirit of Christ is subjection to the law of God, Does
that nmean having nothing to do with the law?  Paul
says again : **I had not known sin but by the law.”
Rom. 7 :7. Vet he delighted in the law of God.
Verse 22. < That is strange,” you say; but there is a
reason. Paul is a new man, and the law is to him
holy, just, and good. Why ?~—DBeeause the Spirit of
life in Christ has made him free from its condenination;
and, as he says, if he sins now, it is not his new life,
but his old nature, Then he does sin 7—Yes; his old
nature will battle with the new; for obedience is at
variance with disobedience. But as we read, he is not
sin’s servant; he is free through Christ ta-day. How ?
—Sin does not have dominion over himi; that is, it is
not suprenie, it does not govern,

Christ is a priest. If any man sin, or unwittingly
transgress God's law, Chvist is his intercessar, ¢ If
_any man sin, we have an advocate with the ather.”
1 John 2 : 1. “Tf we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  Then the
law of the Spirit of life has made us free from the law
of sin and death.

Therefore, ¢ we are  debtors, nol to the flesh, to live
after the flesh.  For if ye live alter the flesh, ye shall
die.” Rom. 8:12,13. To whom are we debtors, ov
under obligation —To Christ. Because he has de-
livered us from sin, we canuot serve that which brings
death. If we du, we are wot in Christ; we are not
freed from sin and death, But if through Christ we
mortify or destroy st by overcoming it, and live in
subjection to God's will, we shall live. * There is
therefore now [ 7. e, under these circumstances ] no
condemnation.” Why ?—DBecause Christ Tas been
made sin for those who are in him ; he has paid their
debt ; he has taken their place. They walk not alter
the flesh, or natural man, ab variance with the law, but
after the Spirit, or mind of God. There is, indeed,
nothing to condewn, Christ is ministering in the
heavenly sanctuary, He takes np the case of every
one one who walks in him, pleading the merits of his
precious blood, which cleanses from all unrighteous-
ness. The Spirit witnesses with his spiris that he
is a child of Gad.  And if we ave children, then are
we heirs,—lieirs of God aud joint heirs with Christ,

Are we joint heirs with Christ as sons of God 7 1Is
Christ owr elder Brother? Da we partake of his
spirit 7 If sa, * he that saith he abideth in him [or
has his spirit ] ought himsell also so to walk, even az
he walked.” 1 Johm. 2 : 6. Had Christ God’s law

in his heart, to do it ?—* Then said I,lo, I come; in,

the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight
to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my
heart,” Ps.40:7, 8 In the 10th verse he con-
tinues : “I have not hid thy righteousness within my
heart,” and shows how he had declared it, and would
declare; for he came fully to preach the law, ard not
to destroy either it or the prophets.

Dear reader, are they in Christ who live in sin ?
Are they Christ’s who are carnal, not subject to God’s
law ?  Let us see to it,

Prahran, Victoria, B, §. B
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“*« BY FAITH YE STAND.”

“Lmr not him that girdeth on hiz harness boast
himself as he that putteth it off.” 1 Kings 20: 11,
This, it will be remembered, is the answer returned by
the king of Israel to a message sent by the king of
Syria, who boasted that the dust of Samaria was not
sufficient for handfuls for the great army he could bring
against that city. The Holy Spirit reiterates the
warning : ¢ Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples ; and they are written for our ad-
monition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.” 1 Cor. 10:11,12. “Tor by faith ye
stand.” How do we obtain this faith that will enable
us to stand ?  * Iaith cometh by hearing, and hearing

by the word of God.” Rom. 10:17. Ifaith “is the
gift of God.” Iph.2:8. Many books have been

written upon faith, and many sermons preached ; but
in these few words it is clearly defined : ¢ Faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” By
this we see the great necessity of constant, prayerful
reading and meditation upon God’s word, that we may
understand our position and calling in the mind of
God. Then it is ours to take it up and make it real
by faith. Speaking of this, the apostle says: ¢ Now
to Him that is of power to stablish you according to
my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according
to the revelation of the mystery which was kept secret
sinee the world began, but now is made manifest, and
by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to
all nations for the obedience of faith.” Rom, 16 :25,
26.

Observe carefully God’s purpose in revealing these
mysteries : * For the obedience of faith.” This touches
the very core of the huntan heart, and it follows natu-
rally * that withous faith it is impossible to please God.”
Therefore ““ by faith ye stand.” Our dear Saviour,
when speaking of his second coming, asks with sad-
ness : ¢ Nevertheless, when the Son of man com-
eth, shall Lie find faith on the earth?” TLuke 18 :8.

How needful, then, the exhortation :  Liet him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” M.

et —
CYWHEN JESUS COMES,”

On how sweet the thought ; how the words fall like
a refreshing shower upon the tived, thirsty soul,—
When Jesus comes ! Then the many things that vex
and try us now will lose their power. Then there will
be no wmore cause for tears, “ For God shall wipe
away all tears [or cause for tears] from our eyes.”
No wiore sin or sorrow ; no more backsliding, un-
faithfulness, or weariness in well doing ; no more wmis-
understandings between brethren, but—

“We shall know as we are known
When the mists have cleared away.

"

When Jesus comes! No more temuptations. Satan
will then lose his power to tempt. O how he watehes
now to find us off our guard that he may cause us to
stumble and fall ; how he searches out the weak place
in onr armour that he may there hurl his fiery darts.
Perhaps we have dropped for a moment ¢ our shield
of faith,” and lo! an arrow of doubt penetrates our
heart. The grace of charity may have been overlooked
for a little while, and another poisoned arrow finds its
way. An unkind thought of some brother or sister
springs up in our heart, which, if not crushed at once,
will develop into unkind words, and O what a plenti-
ful harvest of sorrow and grief will be produced.

We may be off our guard at times, but Satan never.
How he irritates us; and though we may be proof
against most of his temptations, it he can only get us
to speak a sharp, cross, or unkind word that will
wound and grieve the hearer, and make us unhappy
for the rest of the day, he has gained a victory which
he by no means despises. But thank God, when Jesus
comes all this will be over, and we shall. be free. Is
it any wonder thal we long for that coming? Any
wonder that as the weeks and months pass we rejoice
and are thankful, because our salvation is so much
nearer than when we first believed 7 Let us arm afresh

.of lawlessness,

for the confiict, and having gained an experience from
past failures, be determined that in the futute we will
overcome by the strength of our Liord.  Let our
watchword be « Jesus is coming ™ Tiet us have on’
the beautiful robe of Christ’s f“ig:hteousness, and let
us, by the help of divine grace, keep it liee from gin
and earth taint; and o be ready to meet him when he
comes, and rejoice in—
The glory of thy coming,
My Prophet, Priest, and King,
The glory of the welcome
Thy ransomed ones will sing.
How thrills the heart with gladness
At the thought, Christ soon will come
To take his waiting people
To their bright eternal * home!”
Carlton, Australia. A, M.
————

THE REVOLT AGAINST LAW.

Tug Greek word for sin denotes lawlessness, Law-
lessness is a very marked characteristic of the present
age. Lverywhere we see this revolt against law.
It begins in:the family. In very many families there
is na obedience to parents and no respect for age. The
same spirit is manifested in the public schools. Is it
any wonder that when these boys and girls grow up,
they have very little regard for law of any kind ?  Thus
on every hand we see the manifestations of the spirit
Children do not wish to obey their
parents, nor pupils their teachers. Great numbers
hold in contempt the laws of the land ; and even in
the church there is very little by way of a healthitul
discipline, ~ Im  Turope the very air is charged
with sedition and revolt; nihilism in Russia, social-
ism in Germany, conspiracy and murder in Ireland.
Surely these are ominoussigns of the times.

Many speak of law as thongh it was the enemy of
all freedom, They forget that law is the very founda-
tion of all society and life. Freedom is not anarchy,
nor liberty universal license. Tf nature were not gov-
erned by fixed laws, we could never sow with any con-
fidence, or go forth to harvest with any certainty.
Society without law would soon degenerate into bar-
baraism. The body, the soul, and spirit of man are
all governed by fixed laws. If we violate these laws,
we must suffer the .penalty. In seeking to free them-
selves from law, men subject themselves to the severest
bondage. There is no despotism worse than that of a
mob, Witness the awful scenes of the French Revo-
lution ! Yet we have very little hope that these saber
thoughts and uadeniable facts will prevail. The dis-
ease lias gone too far. Lawlessness is a peculiar
feature of the last times. Only by the coming of Him
‘whose right it is to reign,” will the lawless spirit be
subdued.

The issue is certain. Law must prevail. Man can-
not free himself from all control. How will the conflict
eud, and when 7  We believe that it will end in the
overthrow of all oppression, but the complete trinmph
of all true law ; and this overthrow of the one and this
triumph of the other will take place when He comes
““ whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom.”—Reo.
J. S. Gilbert, Methodist, in Messiah's Herald,

————— e —
THE MAJESTY OF BIBLE PRECEPTS.

TunrE is no weakness in them. No one of them is
emasculated by the modern prefix, «“ try.” The Bible
says: * Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify
your hearts, ye double-minded.” ‘“Cease to do evil,
learn to do well.” ¢ Depart from evil and do good.”
And thus through the whole book from Genesis to
Revelation, a moral precept is never prefixed with the
enfeebling * try,” now so universally common,

Just think of the Bible saying, Try to depart from
evil!  Try to cleanse your hands, ye sinners ! Try to
speak the truth to onme another! And instead of
« Do not kill,” “ Do mot steal,” “ Do mot commit
adultery,” suppose we had, Do try notto kill!  Dotry
not to steal ' Do try not to commit adualtery! Tt is
time to stop experinienting in morals. None of it is
from above. It is all from beneath, a device from the
devil to break down the force and majesty of the pre-
cepts of the Bible,

That glorions Book never uses the word “try” in
any such connection. It knows nothing of experimen-
tal morals. “Try” is never properly used except wheve
a failure may be justifiable. A failure in morals never
was and never can be justified.—Sel.

—_— e —
WE kneel, how weak ; we rise, how full of power |
Why, therefore, should we do ourselves this wrong—
Or others—that we are not always stroug ;
That we are ever overborne with care ;
That we should ever wealk or heartless be,
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer,

And joy and strength and courage ate with thee ?
—Lrench.
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CHRIST THE CENTER OF SCRIPTURKE.

Curist, the Son of God, is the center of Scripture ;
and the Book, whatéver be the historical facts about
its origin, its authorship, and the date of the several
portions of which it is composed—the Book is a unity,
because there is driven right through it, like a core of
gold, either in the way of prophecy and onward-looking
anticipation, or in the way of history and grateful
retrospect, the reference to the one * name that is above
every name,” the name of the Christ, the Son of God.

And all its incompleteness, its fragmentariness, its
carelessness about persons, is intended, asare the slight
parts in a skillful artist’s handiwork, to emphasize the
beauty and the sovereignity of that one central figure
on which all lights are concentrated, and on which the
painter has lavished all the resources of his art. So
God—for God is the Author of the Bible——on this
great canvas has painted much in sketchy outline, and
left much unfilled in, that every eye may be fixed on
the central figure, the Christ of God, on whose head
comes down the dove, and round whom echoes the
divine declaration, *This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.”

But it is not merely in order to represent Jesus as
the Christ of God that these things ave written, but it
is that that representation may become the object of
our faith, If the intention of Seripture had been
simply to establish the fact that Jesus was the Christ
and the Son of God, it might have been done in a very
different fashion. A theological treatise would have
been enough to do that. But if the.object be that men
should not only accept with their understanding the
truth concerning Christ’s office and nature, but that
their hearts should go out to him, and that they should
rest their sinful souls upon him as the Son of God and
the Christ, then there is no other way to accomplish
that but by the history of his life and the manifesta-
tion of his heart. If the object were simply to make
us know about Christ, we do not need a book like this;
but if the object is to lead us to put our faith in him,
then we must have what we have here, the infinitely
touching and tender figure of Jesus Christ himself,
set before us in all its sweetness and beauty, as he
lived and moved and died for us. .o

If this be the purpase of Scripture, then let us learn,
on the one hand, the wretched insufficiency of a mere
orthodox creed, and let us learn, on the other hand, the
equal insufficiency of a mere creedless emotion,~—
Alexander McLaren.

-

“THE BOOKS WERE OPENEDL.”

Courp we now gaze on the Judgment scene, how
intense would be our feelings.  All our listlessness and
apathy gone. No indifferent spectators there, for the
opened books reveal a faithful history of all lives,—
nothing omitted, nothing forgotten. This very day
the recording angel notes our every word and act. All
our opportunities, all our duties, done or undone, all
our influence, with its consequences, are plainly written
there. Well may we tremble at our accountability, and
shudder lest the blood of souls be found upon us,
What horror to think that we may not only destroy
ourselves, but also drag our dearest friends to perdi-
tion. Sinners may stumble over our unholy lives, or
perish through our neglect.

We cannot undo the past, but the blood of Christ is
able to cleanse us from all sin, and to blot out the
terrible evidence of our guilt. Now space is given us
for repentance, and the Redeemer calls, ¢ Look unto
me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” And
besides him there is no Saviour. Sin has ruined us,
and if we neglect so great salvation, there is no escape.
Soon our probation will be over, soon the ¢ great white
throne” appear, and the books be opened before the
Judge of all; and whosesoever name is not found written
in the book of life shall be cast into the lake of fire.
Christ says, * Beliold I come quickly ; and my reward
is with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be.” ‘

Obedience to God is the test of our fitness for eternal
life, and the evidence of our love to the Saviour.
When we are tempted to sin, may we think of these
things, keep back the dreadful deed, and crush each
wrong desire, ever remembering the opened books, and
the Judgment of the great day.— Gospel Sickle.

- ————

THE WRONG BOOK.

Our Episcopal friends, among other good deeds at
the convention, consecrated a bishop for the Indians
and other rough settlers of the very far West, apropos
of which may be told the following : A Methodist
minister having many years ago been sent as a mis-
sionary to the same rather tough-hearted people, found
an old, very old Indian, who could read, to whom he

gave a copy of the New Testament. After the noble
red man had read it through, he expressed a wish to be
baptized. The missionary accordingly procured a bowl
of water, and was about to baptize Lim, when the noble
red man asked, ¢ What are you going to do with
that 97

¢ Baptize you,” replied the minister.

“ No deep enough for Indian ; take ’em to river.”

The minister explained that ¢“that is not our prac-
tice ;" to which the noble red person replied,

“ You give me wrong book, then; me read ’em
through.”

The ceremony was postponed.—Sel.

The Lyome Girxle,

ABRAHAM DAVENPORT.

IN the old days (a custom laid aside

With breeches and cocked hats) the people sent
Their wisest men to make the public laws.

And so, from a brown homestead where the Sound
Drinks the small tribute of the Mianas,

Waved over by the woods of Rippowams,

And hallowed by pure lives and tranquil deaths,
Stamford sent up to the councils of the State
Wisdom and grace in Abraham Davenport.

*T'was on a May-day of the far old year
Seventeen hundred eighty, that there fell
Over the bloom and sweet life of the spring,
Over the fresh earth and the heaven of noon,
A horror of great darkness, like the night
1n day of which the Norland sagas tell,—
The twilight of the gods. The low-hung sky
Was black with ominous clouds, save where its rim
Was fringed with a dull glow, like that which climbs
The crater’s sides from the red hell below.
Birds ceased to sing, and all the barnyard fowls
Roosted - the cattle at the pasture bars
Lowed, and looked homeward ; bats on leathern wings
Flitted abroad ; the sounds of labor died ;
Men prayed, and women wept ; all ears grew sharp
To hear the doom-blast of the trumpet shatter
The black sky, that the dreadful face of Christ
Might look from the rent clouds, not as he looked
A loving guest at Bethany, but stern
As Justice and inexorable Law.

Meanwhile in the old State Housc, dim as ghosts,
Sat the lawgivers of Connecticut,
Trembling beneath their legislative robes,
“ Tt's the Lord’s Great Day ! Let us adjourn,”
Some said ; and then, as if withione aceord,
All eyes were turned to Abrabam Davenport,
He rose, slow eleaving with his steady voice
The intolerable hush : ¢ This well may be
The day of Judgment which the world awaits .
But be it so or not, I only know
My present duty,and my Lord’s command
To occupy till he come. So at the post
Where he hath set me in his providence,
I choose, for one, to mect him face to face,—
No faithless servant frightened from my task,
But ready when the Lord of the harvest calls ;
And therefore, with all reverence, I would say,
Let God do his work, we will see to ours.
Bring in the candles,” And they brought them in.

Then by the flaring lights the Speaker read,
Albeit with husky voice and shaking hands,
An act to amend an act to regulate
The shad and alewive fisheries, Whereupon
Wisely and well spake Abraham Davenport,
Straight to the question, with no figures of speech
Save the ten Arab signs, yet not without
The shrewd, dry humor natural to the man :
His awe-struck colleagues listening all the while,
Between the pauses of his argument,
To hear the thunder of the wrath of God
Break from the hollow trumpet of the cloud.

And there he stands in memory to this day,
Erect, self-poised, a rugged face, half seen
Against the background of unnatural dark,
A witness to the ages as they pass,
That simple duty hath no place for fear.— Whittier,

e ————————
THE TWINS’ DARXK BIRTHDAY.

It was the morning of the twins’ tenth birthday,
May 19, 1780, and they were sitting together on the
door-stone, finishing their breakfast of porridge and
milk, into which a spoonful of molasses had been
etirred in honor of this anniversary.

* Grandsir’ ” was dozing in the chimney corner in
the large kitchen behind them ; their mother sat close
to the eastern window spinning thread for Paul’s coat;
Keturah, the maid, was in the pantry skimming milk ;
Oliver, the man, was in the field plonghing; and their
father was in the army, fighting bravely and hope-
fully.

The children had blue eyes and siraw-colored hair of
the same shade, and when they stood np against the
liitchen door to be measured, one mark always served
for both of them; but here the resemblance ended, for
Patience was strong and rosy, while Paul was weak
and pale,

‘1t rained a little this morning,” said Paul, tasting

his porridge with his pewter spoon, ¢ and it thundered
before I was awake.”

“ How did you know it when you were asleep ?”
asked Patience, showing the dimples in both cheeks.

T felt it,” answered Paul. ¢ What made us sleep
so late this morning, do you suppose 77

“Tt must be early,” replied Patience, glancing up
at the cloudy sky. ‘ The sun hasn’t risen yet, and
the clock must be wrong,” turning to look at the tall
clock in the corner of the kitchen, whose hands pointed
to a quarter of nine.

Suddenly there was an exclamation from the pantry
and the sound of breaking earthenware.

“1 thought the grandsir’ had set himself afire
again,” eried Keturah, running to the old man’s chair,
#T smelt fire so strong; and I turned and dropped the
milk-dish.”

“There is a strange, smoky smell, and grandsir’ is
unusually drowsy this morning. I wish we could have
a good heavy shower to clear the atmosphere ; for I
want to finish Paul's coat to-day, and I can scarcely see
to sew now. Just run out and turn the linen on the
grass, children. I want it to be nice and white, for
when it is bleached I shall make it into shirts for your
father, though he may be at home before that time, please
God.”

Leaving their wooden bowls on the door-stone, the
children ran across the damp grass,

“TIt is all smutty and dirty,” cried Patience, lifting
up one end of the long piece of linen.

“ 8o it is,” replied Paul, bending overit. ¢ It looks
as if some one had brushed down the chimney back
and then shaken the brush over the linen. Keturah
will have to wash it.”

“Keturah ! Keturah! Come and look, Keturah,”
they called.

Keturah came and looked at the soiled linen; then
she rubbed it in her fingers and smelled of it, and then
she looked straight up into the clouds.

“ It rained down,” she declared; ¢ there's been woods
afire; and the rain was full of burnt leaves. Thatmust
be why the sun has been so red for two or three days,
and why he shows himself so little to-day.”

Going to the barrel of rainwater at the end of the
house, she dipped her large, red hand into the water,

“Just the same,” she wuttered, smelling of it!
“ Curious ! eurious !” )

“ What makes the birds twitterso ?” asked Patience.
“ See ! they are all flying to the woods and singing,
just as they do at night. - And hear how the roosters
are crowing !”

“ Perhaps they think it will rain,” returned Keturah,
glancing at the clouds with a startled face. * The
clouds are breaking away, but it don't get any lighter.
I wonder what your marm thinks now.”

* How green the grass looks I” exclaimed Paul.

“ Green!” repeated Patience; * why, it’s as blue as
blue can be.”

“ As blue as indigo,” added Keturah, perplexed.

“ What crooked eyes you both have!” cried Paul.
“ O mother, how dves the grass look to you?” he
asked, as the piother came to the door with a grave face.

“ A most beautiful green,” she answered. * I never
saw anything more lovely; but in the corneis it has a
bluish appearance; it is very strange when there is so
little light, But run down the lane, children, and see
what ails the sheep; they are bleating as if they were
in trouble.”

“Take hold of my hand if you want to,” invited
Paul; and, afraid, they knew nol why, they clasped
liands and ran toward the meadow bars,

‘*The hens are going to roost,” said Paul, as they
passed the hen-house. ¢ They never went to roost in
the morning before.”

“Hurry I” cried Patience. “ The cows are lowing
as if they wanted to be milked.”

At the bars they found au impatient gronp; the
cows were trying to jump over the stone wall, and the
sheep were huddled together, bleating piteously.

“ Perhaps they got frightened by bears,” suggested
Patience. .

“Then I'll open the bars,” said Paul, beginning to
draw aside the heavy rails. ‘Stand back, Patty.”

Patience had scarcely time to obey his caution before
the cows rushed past her, closely followed by~ the
trightened sheep. .

“ T'll leave the bars open,” decided Paul, “ because
it tires me to put them up, and Oliver is coming this
way with the oxen. T wonder if he thinks it is dinner
time ? Nobody blew the horn for him.”

“They are going right straight into their pen,” an-
nounced Patience, looking after the hurrying sheep,
“and the cows have gone into their shed. And oh
how dark it grows |  Let us run !”

At the door they found their mother watching for
them; and when they entered the kitchen, they saw
Keturah lighting a candle at the fire-place.
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““When I couldn’t see to read the almanac in the
forenoon, in a room with two winders, 1 thought it was
proper time to light a candle,” she observed, as she
straightened herself, .

“ And now I'll have my supper and go to bed,” the
great-grandfather said, sleepily, rubbing his eyes with
his trembling fingers.

“ But it is only the forenoon, grandsir,” explained
Patience, standing at his side and shouting into his
ear, “and we are to have Indian dumplings boiled in
the pot for dinner. We only light the candle because
a thunder-shower is coming up, and that makes the
day so dark,” she added, looking into her mother’s face
for confirmation of her words.

“T do not know what it is, child,” answered the
mother, ¢ but God will take care of us, whatever itis.”

“A dark day?” inquired the great-grandfather,
with his hand ap to his ear. I re-mem-ber all about
—that—that—happened in—the year—seven-teen—
hundred—and—sixteen. We did not—know—what it
was—dark-—dark—all day. Never—knew—what it
was,” he repeated, sinking back in his chair and closing
his eyes.

“ What's that ?” asked Paul, as several small objects
were apparently thrown in at the door.

“’Tis the day of Judgment of ungodly men come at

“last,” howled Keturah, dropping down on the hearth-
rug and covering her face with her apron.

“ Only some poor little sparrows,” said the mother,
picking them up from the floor.

¢ Poor little things,” echoed Patience, receiving them
in her pinafore. ¢ Three arc dead,” she said, touching
them tenderly; ‘but these two have their hearts beat-
ing. Oh how fast they do beat !”

“It is a bad omen for birds to come in the house.
They never come to do nobody no good. Oh, lawk !
we shall all be swallowed up,” groaned Keturah.

“ Not by the birds,” smiled the mother. ¢ Lay the
dead ones in the grass, Paul, and put the others in a
warm, quiet place where they can revive. They were
attracted by the light.”

Dropping. the dead birds on the grass near the door-
stone, Paul gave a hasty glance around; all out-of-
doors was quiet and dark and solemn, the lights that
weve beginning to gleam here and there in the
neighboring farm-houses appearing strangest of all,

“ We are all bewitched together,” declared Oliver,
entering the kitchen behind Paul, and closing the daor
as if something frightful were following him.  «I
don’t know whether I'm in this world or the next,
and may the Lord have mercy on my poor soul.”

«“8it down and rest, Oliver,” said the mother,
motioning hima to the settee in the chimney corner.
“The sun will shine brightly to-morrow, I trust. This
darkness is only caused by a peculiar state of the
atmosplhere.”

“ A very peculiar state of the atmosphere, marm,”
repeated Oliver, wiping the cold perspiration from his
face. ¢ Most days, in the mornings the shadders fall
to the west, and in the afternoons they fall to the east;
but to-day the shadders fell every way, and that’s what
scared me first, to have natur’ turn agin meso. And
then the mist riz straight up out of the springs and
spread in a big red cloud, and then another lot of mist
riz right up under that and made a green cloud, and
then another white cloud came out of them same
springs, and they all sailed off together, oue ou top of
the other, to the west, and finally got mixed up with the
dark clouds.”

«“Very strange and beautiful,” commented the
mother, unrolling the cloth of her own weaving upon
the table, and proceeding to cut out Paul’s enat with
her sharp shears. .

« Strange enough, as you say, marm. And Eben
Strong he came along on horseback, and he said a
mountain has grown up bevwixt us aud the sun, and
we shall always live in the dark. Well, I'll' go and
look after the cattle,” continued Oliver, rising to light
the lantern. « Youw'll not expect a man to plough on
such a day as this, marm ?”

¢ Qertainly not,” replied the mother ; “do whatever
you like. I think you will feel happier to be employed,
and you will not have time for evil forebodings. When
the Lord comes, I wish to be doing my duty.”

«Sodol. So do 1,7 repeated Oliver, going out
into the twilight.

« I want the Lord to think well of me,” whimpered
Keturah, drawing the apron away from her face, “but
I trenible so T can’t do anything. I never heard of
the like of this.”

¢ The dark can’t hurt us,” declared Paul, *for
grandsir’ is all safe, and he lived through a dark day.
So be a good woman, Keturah, and make the dump-
lings.”

T thought you children intended to learn a couple
of Bible verses for your birthday,” said their mother,

suggestively.

“ 8o we do,” answered Paul, taking the large Bible
from the stand in the corner, feeling sure that no harm
could come to him while holding this book. Seated
together near the tall candle on the table, with the
Bible open between them, grandsir’ in his corner,
Keturah peeling vegetables, and their mother cutting
and fitting the little coat, the children ceased to feel
that anything unusual was occurring; only when they
glanced out of the window or up at the clock did a
shivering fear creep over them, and then they drew
nearer together and clasped the edges of the book more
firmly. N

« Here is just what we want,” cried Paul, «¢ Arise,
shine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is
risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the people ; but the Lord
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee” Now this means that it will be as light as can
be, Patty,” he explained. ¢ God knew that it would
be dark to-day, and so he wrote this to tell us that the
sun will shine, and we need not be afraid. Is that
right, mother 7

«T think he will allow you to take the comfort of it
in that way,” she replied, after an instant’s hesitation.
« Tt means something more than that to me.”

So the children softly repeated the words over and
over again until the coat was cut and basted, and the
dinner was all ready. Oliver assisted the great-grand-
father to his. place at the table, and they all bowed their
heads while he asked a tremulous blessing; then the
mother helped them to the stew from the large blue
platter, and the dinner hour passed just as usual; but
just as as they were rising from the table, a torch
flashed past the windows and a loud rap sounded upon
the outer door,

“The day of doom has come!” shrieked Keturah,
hiding her tace in her lap.

« It is one of the neighbors,” said the mother., “ Open
the doar, Paul.”

With trembling fingers Paul admitted Seth Rider,

“ Are you all prepared to die?” asked the young
man, setting his torch in the chimney corner.

« 8it down, Seth,” invited the mother, ptacing a chair
for him. “ I think we are no nearer death than we are
every day.”

« Qther folks think different,” answered Seth, in
surprise. * Everybody’s crowding into the meeting-
house, where they couldn’t see each other’s faces but for
{he candles, and Parson Smith he bad prayed an hour
when T left, about Pharaoh, and Judas, and Jezebel; but
I thought I'd come and sece how you folks was getting
along, and perbaps yowd like to go to the meeting-
house. The men are shaking and groaning, and the
women ate crying and fainting, and the young one’s
are bawling.”

«7T think I shall stay at home and do the duty of
10-day,” replied the mother. ¢ If the world does not
come to an end, Paul will need his coat; and if the
world does come to an end to-day, I wish the Lord to
find me doing the duty he has set for me; and besides,
I do not know how to faint.”

«T wish I felt as you do,” said Seth, admiringly:
¢ but just come to the door and see how things looks.
This is the darkest spell of all.”

Leaving grandsir’ nodding over his plate, all hastened
to the door, while Seth stood upon the door-stone liold-
ing his vorch high above his head. The clouds were
thinnest at tlie north; at the north-east they were very
thick, and so low that the hills only half a mile away
could not be seen; but the south-westerly hills where
the children’s aunt Esther lived, twenty miles away,
could be plainly seen, although the spaces be-
tween were so dark that the grass could not be dis-
tinguished from the trees. All the clouds were in
motion, hurrying one over the dther, seeming to for
three layers, the lower one being of a peculiar brassy hue.

« See the rainbow!” eried Patience, pointing to a
faint red light in the clouds about twenty or thirty feet
above their heads.

« Tt may be the reflection of your torch, Seth,” said
the mother ; * just place it behind the door.”

« That is just it,” acknowledged Seth, after trying
the experiment several times. ¢ Now what kind of a
sign do you make of that 77

« It means that the clonds are damp, and so they
reflect the light of your torch just as they do the sun
when there is a rainbow. How nrany wonderful things
we shall learn to-day !” ' .

« Well, I'll go back and tell the folks there is ome
woman with a clear conscience, who isn’t afraid to live
or die,” said Seth, stepping into the path. I paid
folks all I owed them this morning, and I asked FEben
Grey to forgive me, too ; so I hope the Almighty will
remember me {0 mercy.”

For a moment they stood watching Seth, as he
walked down the road, stopping now and then to gaze
up at the reflection that was following him.

¢ I've—had—m y—sup—per-—and—now—I"ll—go
—to bed,” the great-grandfather was saying when they
entered the kitchen, and as he would not be persuaded
that it was day-time, Oliver helped him to bed in one
of the small rooms off the kitchen. Rather more care-
fully than usual, Patience began to wash the dishes ;
Paul fed the spartows in his tather’s old hat in the
corner of the settle ; the mother stitched and pressed
the seams of Paul's coat ; Keturah was induced to
make preparation for the morrow’s baking, and Oliver
brought in several rakes to mend, saying apologetically,

“I can always work best when folks is around.”

At three o’clock, as Oliver was going out with the
mended rakes, he called them all to the door, and there
they saw the outline of the sun, pale and shadowy.

‘¢ Arise, shine; for thy light is come "’ ecried
Paul, jumping up and down. “ The Bible said so! -
The Bible said so!” ’

“ Yes, the sun is going on his appointed way,” the
mother said with great relief, « and it is not as dark as
it has been. As the moon is nearly full to-night, we
shall probably see that as usual.”

But while she spoke, the ghostly sun disappeared.

‘ Never mind,” comforted Paul, trying to swallow
the queer feeling in his throat, “for we know now
that the sun is going right on; and, O mother, may
we sit up and see the moon ?”

“1 think you may,” promised the mother. ¢ Now
come in and begin the samplers that you have been
talking about so long.”

Delicate little Paul never thought of being ashamed
of doing “ g'1I’s work,” and they were soon delightfully
busy in selecting the bright worsted and beginning to
mark their names, ages, the date, with the Bible verses
they had learned that day. At supper time it was
almost as dark as it had been at noon, but as soon as
their bread and milk was eaten, the children stationed
themselves at the window to watch for the moon,

“The wmoon rises at nine o’clock,” announced
Keturah, looking up from the almanac.

“Oh!” eried both the children.

“ You might say your hymns to me,” proposed the
mother; ** that will inake the time pass quickly.”

Turning disappointedly from the window, the chil-
dren drew 1heir stools beside their mother on the
hearth rug; they repeated all the hymns and Bible
verses they kuew, ending by kneeling together at their
mother’s knee to pray the little prayer that their great-
grandmother had learned in the far-away English home.

¢ It is darker than ever,” said Paul, runping to the
window. “ And, oh, see the lights 1”

A number of people with torches and lanterns were
passing on their way to the meeting-house.

“Go with them, Keturah, if you will feel any
better,” advised the mother.

“I don't want to see mnobody that is more afraid
than I be,” sobbed Keturah.

But, in spite of her anxious, impatient watching, it
grew so dark that Oliver could not see his liand before
his face when he stepped out of doors at nine o’clock.
Karth and sky appeared to be swallowed up in black-
ness of darkness.

“ We shall not see the moon il to-morrow night,
children,” said the mother ; “so go you to bed, and I
will call you when the sun rises.”

The darkness was not frightful at night, for it was
often dark at night; so the weary, excited children
fell asleep peacefully, sure that God and their mother
would take care of them.

The next sound that Patience heard was Paul’s
voice calling her, and she opened her eyes to find the
room full of light. Running te the window, she saw
the sun rising gloriously from a bed of scarlet and
crimson clouds, causing all the dew-drops on grass and
shrubs to twinkle like stars.  The roosters were crow-
ing, the hens cackling ; the sheep were scampering
down the lane to the meadow; Oliver was whistling as he
watered the oxen, and Keturah was humming a psalm-
tune while she heated the oven for baking, Grandsir’
stood on the door-stone with bared head and a pleased
smile on his childish face, and when she met her
mother she received from her a rare kiss and the
counsel, *“ Always trust the Liord, my child.”

And now, when another little Paul and Patience
coax their grandma for a story, the most wonderful one
that she can tell them is about the dark birthday of her-
self and brother Paul.—Ella A. Drinkwater, in Chris-
tian Union.

3 —eeli— &
Pt

A very skillful and successful teacher of children is
wont to express her indebtedness for much of her suc-
cess to the following rules, which were first put into
this shape by Jacob Abbott: “ When you consent,
consent cordially ; when you refuse, refuse finally ;
when you punish, punish good-naturedly ; commend
often ; never scold.”
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RISE AND PROGRESS OF PRESENT
TRUTH.—No. 5.

SABBATH REFORM IN AMERICA.

Ir was about 1846 that the Sabbath reform found its
way to the hearts of the sorrowing, disappointed believers
in the second coming of the earth’s Redeemer. This work
of religious reform from the errors of the Dark Ages may
be said to have had its beginning in the moral revolution
in matters of faith and practice in the days of Wycliffe,
Huss, Luther, and scores of other early reformers. These
advanced only a step toward the light of God’s command-
ments. The great religious freedom which has been en-
joyed in the United States, and the commingling there of
people from almost every nation, has, in the providence
of God, made that a favorable ground for the develop-
ment of the closing work,

We might nention the name of Joseph Bates, whose
life has been written, and is for sale at the EcHO office, a
man of sterling worth and integrity, wito organized the
first teetotal temperance society in America in 1824, after
having followed the seas for a quarter of a century ; also
that of J. N. Andrews, who planted the work in Switzer-
land, and began publishing Les Signes de Temps in Basel

where now is a large publishing office ; but while we.

might speak of these and inany othersof the early pioneers
in the truths for this generation, there is no name which
stands more prominent in the history of the message than
that of Janes White, the husband of Mrs. E. G. White,
whose writings appear in each issue in many periodicals
published in at least seven different languages. Iler works,
as the “Life of Christ,” ¢ Great Controversy between
Christ and Satan,” etc., are extensively circulated in the
English and the principal languages of Europe. Side by
side they stood for many yearsin the work of Sabbath
reform.

He was born in Palmyra, in the State of Maine, in

. 1821, and received a liberal education in the universities of
that State. He was alineal descendant of Peregrine White,
who came from the Old World in the Mayflower, landing
in 1620 upon Plymouth Rock. 1In 1846 he embraced the
truths of the third angel’s message, and conceived theidea
of establishing a periodical devoted to the advocacy of
these doctrines. He was then in the prime of life, pos-
sessing qualities to which few men can lay claim; and
with an energy and zeal commensurate with so fwportant
a work, he engaged in this unpopular mission. He left
the early friends of his youth, and positions where he had
every prospect of attaining worldly honor, to devate him-
self to the advancement of an unpopular trmth. FHis
labors were crowned with success and approvel of God.
He was a friend to the friendless, but a terror to the per-
secutor, and many are the widows and orphans whomn he
rescued from the hands of the oppressor. He possessed a
far-seeing, penetrating judgment which enabled him to
lay such plans for the advancement of the cause of truth
a8 gave permanency to the work.

Having an ever-active mind and great force of character,
he was found foremost, not only in the Sabbath reform
itself, but in health and temperance, and every moral
reform connected with Christianity, Three times during
his active life he was stricken down with paralysis on
account of overwork, and once was brought nigh unto
death by consumption ; but God mercifully heard prayer
and restored him., IFinally, on August 6, 1881, the tired
warrior fell asleep in Christ, to await the archangel’s voice
when it shall awaken the dead ; and his nble wife was
left to struggle on alone in the battle between truth and

error.
As it has been in every religious reform in the past,

bitter opposition was met, and believers were few, and for
years meetings were held in private houses. But that
God who never forsakes those who put their trust in him,
and give themselves to his work, stood by his servants,
and the work progressed. Having to contend with poverty
as well as the prejudices of the people, the difficulties were
great ; but the early experience of Mr. White and his co-
laborers had fitted them to endure hardness as good sol-
diers of the cross. At first by day labor he entered upon
his work, earning means to support his family and pay
travelling expenses and circulate literature ashe went from

place to place to preach the trath. In 1848 was issued
the first regularly published periodical, called Present Truth,
now the Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, which was
sustained wholly by donations, having at that time no

subscription list:
It was not long ere friends were raised up who lent

their assistance to the work, and its prosperity was very
marked. As relates to nnmbers and financial strength,
there are two ways in which a religious work may prosper.
The first is by a lowering of the standard of religion to
meet the customs and ideas of the people ; the second is
by the special blessing of God. The first wethod is that
which is adopted by the mass of religionists when they
begin to gather in the wealthy and influential from the
world. Then the cross and the spirit of sacrifice are con-
fined to the few, while to avoid offense the church caters
to the public sentiment. In this way the worldly professor
is retained for supposed advantage to the cause, when the
result is really a conformity to- the world. But in the
true work of God it is the reverse. ‘ God forbid,” says
the apostle, “ that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whowm the world is crucified unto
me, and [ unto the world.” God's ways are not man’s
ways, and his thoughts are not man's thoughts ; and it is
not by might nor by power, but by God's Spirit, that his
work is made to prosper. The Lord will not dwell in the
heart that is full of pride.

Many who saw the truth clearly and had taken their
stand upon it, when they found it proved so unpopular
and cost them such a sacrifice, renounced it, and went
back to their former practices. But comparatively few
esteem the reproach of Christ a greater treasure than
worldly honor and worldly pleasure. But the testimony
of Christ is as true in the nineteenth century as when he
walked this earth with the twelve: “He t-at loveth
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me ; and
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me ; and he that taketh not his eross, and followeth
after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his life
shall lose it ; and he that logetl Iiis life for iny sake shall
find ic.” Matt. 10:37-39. Many found that their foes
were of their own household ; but as it was in the days
of the Saviour and in the times of the early reformers,
many believed.

The reform of the third angel's message means more
than simply the advocacy of the seventh day Sabbath. Ii
einbraces a restoration of those Bible truths which have
become lost and covered up to the Christian world since
the church went into apastasy, and which are compre-
hended in that one verse spoken by the thirl angel of
Rev. 14 :12: “Here is the paticnce of the saints; here
are they that keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.” This embiraces the law as the infallible
rule of righteousness ; “for by the law is the knowledge of
sin,” and the faith of Jesus as the remedy for sin. The
nations of the earth are no more spiritually-minded now
than when Christ was upon the earth, and as then so now
formalism is substituted for true piety ; hence we find the
most solemn warning recorded in the word of God in this
last wessage : “ And the third angel followed them, say-
ing with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive his mark in his forehead or in his
hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God, whichis poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation ; and he shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth np forever and ever; and they have no rest day
nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and who-
soever receiveth the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints ; here are they that keep the ecom-
mandments of God and the faithof Jesns.” Rev. 14 :9-12.

8. N. H.
—_—————

ANTICHRIST.—No. 4.

We will notice further that the same power is brought
to view in Rev. 13, where it is described under the sym-
bol of a beast coming up out of the sea, having seven
heads and ten horns, and upow his horns ten crowns, and
upon his heads the naine of ulasphemy. Verse 2 says
that the dragon gave himn'his power, and seat, and great
authority. The dragon can refer ta none other than the
power that stood before the church to destroy Christ when
he was born. This was Rome, the fourth great universal
monarchy, which was in its glory in the days of the apos-
tles, and paganism for a season prevented the develop-
ment of the papacy. John beleld that power change its
nature, and assnme a religious garb, and make war on the
saints. His language is similar to that used by the

prophet Daniel. In the 5th verse we read: ¢ There was
given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blas-
phemies.”  Daniel says he should “speak great words
against the Most High,” and again he describes the little
horn as having a “month speaking great things.” John
says (verse 7) that it was given untohim to make war with
the saints, and to overcome them.” Daniel says that he
shall “wear ont the saints of the Most High.” The power-
seen by John was to continue a set time in its work of
blasphemy, as was also the little horn of Daniel 7.

It will be noticed in the writings of Daniel, and of John
in the Revelation, that there is one characteristic which is
not mentioned by Paul in his description of the man of
sin, or by John in his epistle warning the church of anti-
christ, namely, the time of the duration of this power

.Daniel says the times and laws were to be “given into

his hand for a time, and times, and the dividing of titne.
In Dan. 11 :13 the marginal reading gives the more literal
translation, and some light is thrown upon the time”
thus mentioned. ¢ At the end of Itimes, even years,” it
reads, showing that *“times,” as used by the prophet, was
the same as years, The same is also shown by the lan-
guage used in speaking of the time when Nebuchadnezzar
was driven out to eat grass as an ox until “seven times”
had passed over him.

From a number of lines of argniment we learn that in
symbolic time a day stands for a year. An instance of
this use of the word is shown in Hze. 4, where the prophet
is instructed to be a sign to the house of Israel. The use
of symbolic time is thus explained in verses 5 and 6:
“ For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniguity,
according to the number of the days, three hundred and
ninety days ; so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the hous:
of Israel. And when thou hast accomnplished them, lie
again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear the iniquity of
the house of Judah forty days; I have appointed thee
each day for a year.”

A time representing a year, we have in Daniel’s prophecy
“a time,” one year, “times,” plural, two years, and a
*dividing of tine,” or half a year,—three and a half years,
or 1260 days, counting 360 days to the year according to
the Jewish calendar (360 plus 720 plus 180-—1260).
This being in symbolic time, it counts in prophecy as
1260 years, during which this power was to continue.
This is further confirmied by John in. Rev, 12 : 14, where
it is stated that the woman, or the church, {led from per-
secution for a ‘* time, and tines, anl half a tim:” The
same persecution is referred to in the sixth verse and the
same time given in days,— a thousand two hundred and
threescore days,” the same result arrived at from Daniel’s
testimony. Jobn again gives the time in Rev. 13:5,
stating that “ power was given unto him to continue forty
and two mionths” Thit also brings the same result
—-1260 days or years—as we have reached by other lines
of computation,—42 times 30 equaling 1260,

There are, then, three writers of the Scriptures giving
four distinct testimonies which speak of the great perse-
cuting power, one denominating it antichrist, another the
man of sin ; Daniel speaking of it as the little horn, and
John in the Revelation as the ten-horned beast, and these
two prophets agree as to the exact tiine the power was to
continue. From Daniel 11 it will be noticed that this
persecuting power is to continue until the time of the end.
Verse 35 reads: “And some of them of understanding
shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them
white, even to the time of the end.” The time of the end
is ta be chatacterized by aa increase of knowledge and
understanding npon these things, which were to be sealed
up until that time. ¢ But thou, O Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the hook, even to the time of the end ;
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be in-
creased.” Dan. 12:4. “ Many shall be purified, and
made white, and triel ; but the wicked shall do wickedly:
and none of the wicked shall understand, but the wise
shall understand.” Verse 10,

From these scriptures it would seem that in the time of
the end, or in the last days, God designed that special
light shonld shine upon th2 world regarding truths that
had been covered up and not understood :for ages past.
If it isasked why weshould expect special light on the word
of God in the time of the end, we reply, Because the power
referred to that wade war on the saints, suppressed the
Scriptures, and held them back from the common people
for centuries. After the terrible reign of the papacy, the
Bible was given to the people, or, rather, the reign of the
papacy came to an end when in God's providence the
time came that the Scriptures were circulated more ex-
tensively ; and since that time the darkness which hung
over the prophetic page has been illuminated by the ful-
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fillment of prophecy abont us, and the mnultiplication of
copies of the word of God, placing it in the hands of all
The Bible is to-day printed in 204 langunages of the world.
God designs that his people shall be prepared for the
second coming of Clirist, and by placing his word within
the reach of all, we are left without excuse.

Without going into argument to fix the date of the rise
of this power which has so persecuted the church of
Christ, one thing nonc will deny, thut therc has existed
such a power. The testimony of historiuns is that from
gixty to a hundred million of the saints of God have been
put to death by the most cruel and vindictive religioug
power thathas ever existed, They were put to death, im-
prisoned, persecuted, and tortured by every means which
the inventive genius of Satan could suggest, becanse they
would not conform to the faith and practice of the Roman
Catholic Church, and the blood of millions of martyrs
cries out to testify that the great antichristian power has

arisen. 8, N, H.

SUNDAY DOWN TO THE REFORMATION.

HAvVING noticed quite carefully the steps by which Sun-
day reached an inftuential position in the time of Con-
stantine, it will not be necessary to cite many more author-
ities. We will only give a few more evidences showing
how the Rowmisli Chiweh still carefully fostered this favor-
ite child, and left nothing undone that it could perform
to render it more sacred. It will bo remembered that the
important decrec of Constantine, which was the first com-
mand in behalf of Sunday requiring any one to rest on the
first day of the week, gave permission to those engaged in
agriculture to work on that day. It was not long until
this permission was sot aside, and all were commanled to
rest on the veaerable Sunday.

Pope Leo, in the fifth century, took certain steps to make
up the deficiencies in the Sunday laws, and add to the
honor of this faverite institution, He required that all
ordinations should be conferred on this day and no other.
Heylyn says : A law [was] made by Leo, thon pope ot
Rome, and generally since taken up in the Western Churcly,
that they shonld be conferred upon no day else.”—History
;)fthe ‘Sabbath, part 2, cliap. 4, sce. 8.

According to Dr. Justin Edwards, this saime pope made
this decree in behalf of Sunday : “ We ordain, according
to the true merning of the Holy Ghost, and of the apostles
as thereby directed, thaton the sacred day wherein our
own integrity was restored, all do rest and cease from
labor.”—8 bb :th Manual, p. 123,

The Emperor Leo, A. 0. 469, put forth the following
decree in behalf of Sunday : “ Tt is our will and pleasure
that the holy days do licated to the most high God should
not be spent in sensual recreations, or otherwise pro-
faned by suits of law, especially the Lord’s day, which we
decree to be a venerable day, and therefore free it of al]
citations, executions, pleadings, and the like avocations.
. . o If any will presnme to offend in the prem-
iges, if he be a military man let hin lose his comnis-
sion ; or if other, let his estate or goods be confiscated.
men as others, to forbear work on this day of our restora-
tion.”— Dialogues on the Lord’s Day, pp. 259, 260,

Here we see first the pope ordaining all to cease from
labor on Sunday ; then the emperor steps in.and supports
this action, Tull human authority is now given to rest on
Sunday. All classes nust obey on penalty of fines or con-
fiscation of all their property. We do not wonder, then,
that in that age, when few had Bibles, and tradition was
generally followed, Sunday came to be generally observed.
We learn that just previous to this time, however, Sunday
was not very strictly observed as a rest day.

Kitto says: “Chrysostom, A. D. 360, concludes one of
his homilies by disnissing his audience to their respective
ordinary occupations.”—Cyclopedia Biblical Literature,
art., Lord’s Day.

“ Heylyn bears witness concerning 8t. Chrysostoni, that
he confessed it to be lawful for a man to look into his
worldly business onthe Lord’s day, after the congregation
was dismissed.”—History of the S Dbbuth, part 2, chap. 3,
sec. 9. '

St. Jerone, in liis commendation of the very pious lady,
Paula, spenks thus of Sunday labor: “Paula, with the
women, as roon as they returned home on the Lord’s day,
they sat down severally to their work, and made clothes
for themsclves and others.’—Dialogues on the Lord's Day,
p. 234. ‘

The Bishop of Kily thus testifies : “ Tn St. Jerome's days,
and in the very place where he was residing, the devout-
est Christians did ordinarily work npon the Lord’s day,

| former can.
| day only rested npon human authority ; and its introdnc-

We comupand, therefore, all, as well husband- |

when the service of the church was ended.”—T'reatise of
the Sabbath, p. 219.

There is a vast difference between divine and human
authority. The latter cannot control the conscience asthe
These persons knew very well that the Sun-

tion was a gradual progress, taking quite a space of time
to place Sunday in the position it now holds. Dr. Heylyn
bears the following testimony concerning the status of
Sunday during the fifth and sixth centuries : “ The faith-
ful, being united better than before, became more uniform
in matters of devotion ; and in that uniformity did agree
together to give the Lord’s day all the honors of an holy
festival. Yet wasnot thisdoneallatonce, but by degrees ;
the fifth and sixth centuries being well-nigh spent before
it came into that height which hath since continued. The
emperors and the prelates in these times had the same
affections, both [being] earnest to advance this day above
all others ; and to the edicts of the one, and the ecclesiasti-
cal constitutions of the other, it stands indebted for many
of those privileges and exeinptions which it still enjoyeth.”
—History of the Sabbath, part 2, chap. 4, sec. 1.

Here we see the same solicitude in behalf of Sunday on
the part of the “prelates” of the church which has ap-
peared all along sincs apostasy and corruption first entered
after the days of the apostles. * They were earnest to ad-
vance the day above all others.” This change of the Sab-
bath was really the work of the Roman Catholic Church.
It was this that influenced the emperors and civil rulers.
There was one honor, however, which still belonged to the
seventh day, which Sunday had not acquired. Thus the
Bishop of Ely says: “ When the ancient Fathers dis-
tinguish and give proper names to the particular days of
the week, they always style the Saturday ‘Sabbatum,
the Sabbath ;* and the Sunday, or first day of the week,
‘Dominicum, the Lord’s day.)”—Treatise. of the Sabbath
Day, p. 202.

This statement, however, must not be taken asreferring
to an earlier writer than Tertullian. He first called it the
Lord's day about A. . 200. Tt is doubtless true of the
later Fathers.:

Brerewood says: “The name of the Sabbath remained
appropriated to the old Sabbath, and was never attributed
to the Lord’s day, not of many hundred years after our
Saviowr’s time.”—Learned Treatise of the Sabbath, p. 73,
ed. 1631, :

Dr. Heylyn says of the term ““Sabbath ™ in the ancient
church : “The Saturday is called among them by no other
name than that which formerly it had, the Sabbath. So
that whenever for a thousand years and upwards, we meet
with Sabbatum in any writer of what name soever, it must
be understood of no day but Saturday.” Again he says:
“The first who ever used it to denote the Lord’s day (the
first that I have met with in all this search) is one Petrus
Alfonsus—he lived about the time that Ruportus did
[which was the beginning of the twelfth century]—who
calls the Lord’s day by the name of Christian Sabbath.”
— History of the Sabbath, part 2, chap. 2, 5, sec. 12, 13,

This is a striking fact which should never be forgotten
in the investigation of this question. - It was the middle
of the Dark Ages before Sunday was ever called the Sab-
bath. - The ancient Sabbath retained its own distinctive
title for eleven hundred years after Christ, and no other
day, during all this period, was known by this title but
the seventh day. Not an instance canbe found in history
to the contrary. G. L B,

-
-

THE SATANIC ORIGIN OF SPIRITUALISM.

THE most common objection urged against our view
that Spiritualism is a last-day sign, a fulfillment of many
gtriking predictions of the Bible concerning a wmiracle-
working power which should arise just before Christ
comes, is the fact that so many frauds and deceptions
are found in connection with its manifestations. Even
Spiritualists do not deny that such is the case. And so
far has this had influence, that great numbers of intelligent
people pass the whole thing over into the realm of fraud ;
and they really believe that jugglery, electricity, deception,
and mind-reading canaccount for all the wonders of Spirit-
ualism. Doubtless hosts of these, could they be really
made to believe that there is anything in it more than
natural, and that it isreally miraculous, would fully accept
its conclusions that it is the manifestation of the spirits
of the dead ; hence such stand on dangerous ground, if,
as we believe, Spiritualism is of Satanic origin.

God will not permit this great delusion to manifest its
utmost power till all have a chance to see its true character.
Should it at once do what the Bible says it wilt do before
the end,~—Dbring down fire “ fron heaven on the earth in

the sight of men” (Rev. 13 :13),—and thus be able to
imitate those mighty works recorded in Scripture which
were done by Elijah, and other miracles of a similar
character, thousands of honest people would be swept into
its ranks and would believe its teachings. But God does
not permit this to come at once. He permits- it to mani-
fest itself sufficiently to attract much attention, and leaves
it to show its lawless, blasphemous, godless character, and
to show that its leading teachers aud mediums are not.
above fraud and deception of the most wretched kind, and
that “lying spirits” constitute the source of this “new
revelation.” Hence we read constantly in the papers of
the glaring frauds being perpetrated by them, until they
are becoming the laughing-stock of many intelligent
people ; and many doubt there being anything really

miraculous about them.
But such forget that we are now in the transition stage

of this great delusion, where God is permitl..ag its true
nature to become apparent. Instead of doubting the
miracnlous nature of some of these manifestations, this
fact should teach us the appalling effect that this terrible
delusion has upon the morals of those who have to do with
it, and hence we should learn of the rcal source from
whence it comes, viz., the father of lies. Those who have
no faith in spiritual manifestations simply because they
fancy that they are not real, will most likely have evi-
dences enough to make them confirmed believers before
the end comes ; while those who reject them because their
fruits are corrupt and their doctrines abominable, will not
bz in such danger when Satan shall deceive the world “ by
the means of those miracles which he had power: to do.”
Here is an important consideration.

The Bible plainly teaches that whon God’s people shall
be waiting and looking for the Lord, there will be some
who will be seeking unto “ familiar spirits” and “to the
dead ” for knowledge. It says that such have “no light
in thewm,” and that they ‘shall be driven to darkness.”
Isa. 8:19-23. [t teaches that before Christ comes, Satan
will work “with all power and signs and lying wonders,”
and that strong delusion will cause many to “believe a
lie” and “be damned” at last. 2 Thess. 2:9-12. It
declares that during the perils of the “last days,” amid
the great dearth of true piety, “men of corrupt minds”
shall resist the truth of God in the very manner that
“Jannes and Jambres,” the two magicians, “withstood
Moses” when he would lead Israel out of Egypt,—which
must imply miraculons power on their part. 2 Tim. 3:
1-9. It states that after the great persecutions of the
papacy ‘are in the past, and just before Christ comes,
“false christs and false prophets” will arise and “show
great signs and wonders,” and *if possible ” will “ deccive
the very elect.” And it shows that they will teach false-
hood concerning the manner of Christ’s coming, saying’
that it will take place in some secret way, instead of being
plainly visible to all. Matt. 24 :22-27.

It shows also that the very agency which will gather
the armies of the world to the “battle of that great day
of God Almighty ” will be the “ spirits of devils working
miracles,” which will “go forth to the kings of the earth
and of the whole world,” just before Christ comes as a
thief. Rev. 16:14. This clearly shows that the great
mass of the human family in the last days will be deceived
by this miracle-working power, and that there is in store
for them manifestations of far greater power than any
which have been yet seen, or that have ever occurred in
the world’s history, by means of “lying spirits” which
work miracles to deceive. And is it not startling to con-
sider the progress already made by this delnsion? All
over the world these manifestations are witnessed,—in
kings’ courts, in the highest circles, among the great, the
rich, and the edncated ; among scientists, scholars, poets,
and statesmen. Such extracts as the following frown the
public prints of a few years ago should arouse attention :—

«“ What is called Spiritualism scems to be far more ram-
pant in Europe than it is here. In London and the lead-
ing citles of Great Britain, spiritual seances are said to be
an entertainment as common as kettle-drums and dinner
parties. They are very fashionable, and every-
body who is anybody attends them, Slade, whose
tricks were exposed here, has received magnificent presents
of watches, jewellery, and diamonds in Berlin.  His seances
have Leen attended in Germany and Russia by the highest
nobility. In the capital of the forimer empire he exhibited
to the chief police ; and the court conjurer, who narrowly
watched the proceedings, made oath that the phenomena.
were not tricks. The imperial families of Russia
and Germany, Bismarck, MacMahon, of France, Gam-
betta, Gladstone, Disraeli, Browning, Carlyle, Tenny-
son, and all other renowned personages, have becnreported
to be Spiritualists.”—New York Times.

“The Czar consults the spirit world, and an intelligence
purporting to be Poter the Great directs the present course:
of Russia. This important, if true, information is pre-
sented to the world by the Spiritualist editor of the Bostom
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Herald. Tt is undonbtedty true that the Czar and many
of the principal personages in St. Petersburg have taken
extraordinary interest in Spiritualism.”—Springfield Re-
publican.

“Tt would amaze you to learn to what extent it has be-
come the fashion in families in every class of society to
hold investigating seances in Liondon. So fashion-
able and interesting, and so generally established arethese
[seance] evenings, by being introduced by noble families
and followed rapidly by others who have the luxury of a
well-established home, that it is considered a privilege and
a great personal compliment to be invited.”-~Chicago
Times.

Extracts of this sort might be produced to almost any
extent. We cannot, of course, believe all that Spiritual-
ists claim concerning their progress. But such facts as
these from the leading newspapers of the conntry, the
great moulders of public opinion, show what remarkable
progress this delusion, this lying, deceptive work, is mak-
ing among the rich and great of the earth, When such
facts exist as those connected with the settlement of the
will of Cornelius Vanderbilt, the late great millionaire and
railroad king of New York, we mnst admit that Spiritual-
ism is getting a deep hold on the public mind. It was
shown in the court that for years this sagacious financier
constantly kept mediums under his employ to consult in
all his speculations. The ssme was trae of Mr. Ward,
the millionaire of Detroit, Michigan. We cannot, in the
space of this article, argue the question at length whether
or not the manifestations of Spiritualism are tricks of
jugglery. If so, there was never seen such successful
jngglery before. Sleight-of-hand has sometimes taken in
the ignorant classes to a limited degree, and amused more
intelligent people; but never before was it supposed to
gather its dupes from the keenest, most sagacious and in-
telligent people, from the statesmen, judges of courts,
scientists, skepties, rulers of the people, shrewd financiers,
and men of the world who are adepts in profiting from
the gullibility of others. G. 1. B.

4t}
——

THE CRISIS IN AMERICA.

WHILE a crisis isapproaching between the political forces
of the Old World, a crisis is also evidently approaching in
our own country, embracing in its far-reaching influence
not politics only, but the social, roral, industrial, and re-
ligious condition of the people. The broad extent of our
land, the swarniing tide of immigration, the opportunity
which evil sentiment and corrupt principle here finds to
develop itself, the appeals to the carnal heart in the premi-
ums of office and power which are virtually offered to fraud
and corruption, are developing conditions which have never
before existed, and will lead to such combinations that
when the restraining grace of God departs from the earth,
and the final time of trouble comes (Dan. 12:1), it will be
as the prophet declared when every man’s sword shall be
aguinst his brother, Eze, 38 :21,

An editorial article from A. T. Pierson, in the. Febru-
ary number of The Mission oy Review of the World, en-
titled “The Crisis in Our Country,” enwnerates in the fol-
lowing forcible language, the ranks of cnemies whicli are
closing around the American Republic, He says :—

“ Qur lLeritage is colossal ; but what foes arc in the
land —The sons of Anak, with their chariots of iron ; the
ten nations of the Canaanites, with their foreign faiths and
vicious practices ; the daughters of Moab, with their se-
ductive wiles; the golden calves all the way from Bethel
to Dan and from the rivers to the sea ; the pagan deities,
with their pagodas and fanes—Buaal and Ashtaroth, Mil-
colm and Moloch, Whatever threatens the stability and
permanency of other peoples seems to confront us on
American slhiores,—Romanism, Ritualism, Rationalisin ;
Socialism, Communism, Nihilism ; skepticism and infi-
delity, intemperance and sensuality ; ignorance and super-
stition ; materialism and anarchy ; while these five great
questions demand adjustment,—the Indian, Mormon, Chi-
nese, Freedmen, and Southern questions. God has given
us the Belt of Power within which all the great achieve-
ments of history have been wrought, from the days of
Assyria and Babylon, Egypt, Persia, Greece, Rome, down
to the days of France, Kngland, Prussia. Our very posi-
tion on the map is a prophecy of prosperity and corre-
sponding responsibility.”

The prospect of controlling and assimilating these
foreign, anti-American and anti-Christian elements, would
be ore flattering if the professed church of Christ had
not shorn itself of all power, by rejecting or neglecting
the vital truths of God’s word for these last days. The
type of Christianity now prevailing is not adequate to the
times ; it is not sufficient to cope with these last-day evils ;
its standard is not high enough to prepare men for the
Judgment ; its tendency is backward to Rome, to skepti-
cism, and to the world.

When the great and solemn truth of the near coming
of Christ began to be heralded to the world in the be-
ginning of the present generation, the door of opportunity

was set before Christendom ; and the church reached that
crisis which was to be the turn of its tide, either to go
forward to greater conguests and victory, or backward to
degeneracy and failure, It turnedits feet, alag! into the
path of retrogression, and from that day to this its moral
power has been waning away. And it is now confronted
with a tide of evil which it cannot stem. What is to be
done? It only remains for those to whom God has given
to see the light and truth, to cry aloud, and spare not, but
to lift up their voice like a trnmpet, exposing sin in all
places, high and Jow, sacred and profane, to warn men of
the coming danger, pcint to heaven and lead the way, that
some ntay be saved in the coming day. U. 8.

Bible Student,

“YOM HAKKIPPURIM.,*

Tuis is the Hebrew form used in Lev. 28 :27 for
“day of atonement.” It is the plural of yom kippur,
from the verbal root kak-phar, to cover. Why the
plural is used we are not able to say, unlessit be taken
to represent the aggregate, the sum of the work for all
the people. This day always occurs on the tenth day
of the seventh month in the Hebrew calendar.

This is the great day of Judaism. It is, as a Rabbi
once said to us, the day of Judgment. We have no doubt
that this is the correct Scriptural idea of the day, it be-
ing a type of the period of the closing work of the
priest, the antitype of Melchisedec, being the actual
work of the Judgment for the peopie of Ged, for their
full acquittal and final justification, preparatory to the
day of God.

The Scriptures are always reasonable, whatever in-
fidels may say to the contrary. When the Lord gave
his commandments to Lsrael, he suspended the issue of
lite and death upon their obedience. * See, I have set
before thee this day life and good, and death and evil ; in
that I command thee this day to love the Lord thy
God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his command-
ments and his statutes and his judgments.””  Deut.
80:15, 16. “ Yeshall therefore keep my statutes and
my judgments ; which if a man do, he shall live in
them.” Lev. 18 :5. And so it was said through the
prophet : ¢ The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Exze.
18 :4. God is the author of life, and man is lhis
creature ; the right both to order and to dispose of life
rests with him alone. The penalty for the violation of
the law of God is the death penalty. ¢ The wages of
sin is death.”

What, then, would reason teach us is necessary to
save the sinner from death, without impairing the in-
tegrity of the law and the government ? The idea
presented in the law of Moses is thai of sacrifice, and
the idea underlying the sacrifice is that of substitution.
¢« If any man of you kring an offering unto the Lord,
ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd
and of the flock. And he shall puat his hand
upon the head of the burnt-offering ; and it shall be
accepted for him to make atonement for him. And e
shatl kill the bullock before the Lord : and the priests,
Aaron's sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the
blood round about upon the altar,” ete. Lev. 1:2, 4,
5. And upon yom kippur, the day of atonement for
all the people, the high priest was to take a goat for a
sin-offering, as follows : * Then shall he kill the goat
of the sin offering, that is for the people, and bring his
blood within the vail, and do with that blood as he did
with the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon the
mercy-seat, and before the mercy-seat ; and he shall
make an atoneiment for the loly place [hak-ko-desh,
the sanctuary ], because of the uncleanness of the chil-
dren of Israel,” ete. Lev. 16 :15, 16.

In these instances, as also in all others, the atone-
ment was made with blood. And the reason of this is
given in the same bock. It was appointed unto the
sinner to die. By sinning man forieits his life. How
wag this forfeiture to be met ?  The Lord revealed by
Moses as follows : « For the life of the flesh is in the
blood ; and I have given it to you upon the altar to
make an atonement for your souls ; for it is the blood
that maketh an atonement for the soul.” Lev. 17 :11.
Life is the forfeit, and the life being in the blood, the
blood represents the life, the forfeit., 1t is literally life
Jor life.  As is said in Lev. 1 :4, the offering is ac-
cepted for the sinner ; its blood (ov life) for his life.

The word atonement is used in a limited sense in
the Old Testament, in one or two instances, as the word
forgiveness, or pardon, is used in a limited sense in the
New Testament. Matt, 18, But this does not at all
militate against the truth stuted in the Old Testament,
that ““it is the blood that maketh atonement for the
soul,” or the statement of the same truth in the New,
as follows : « Without shedding of blood is no remis-
sion.” Heb. 9 : 22.

In Lev. 16 :31, the Lord said of the tenth day of
the seventh month : «Tt shall be a sabbath of rest
unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute
forever.” And of the samein Lev. 28 : 82 : « It shall
be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your
souls.” This was necessary in order that the work of
the high priest in the sanctuary might avail for them.
But the affliction of soul, fasting, and prayer did not
make the atonement. It did not remove any past
guilt. That was the work of the priest; and the
efficacy of his work depended solely on the blood which
was sprinkled upon and before the mercy-seat. It was
the blood which made atonentent for the soul ; it was
the blood which cleansed and hallowed the sanctuary
from the uncleanness, the sins, of the children of
Israel. It was through the work of the priest that
Israel was accepted of the Lord ; and it was solely by
virtue of the blood of the sin-offering that the priest
was accepted as the representative of the people.

The same truth was taught in the festival of the
Passover. A number of things were enjoined upon the
children of Israel in their preparations for leaving
Egypt, one of which was that they should put the
blood of the lamb of the pa-sach upon the lintel and
pests of the door. ¢« For the Lord will pass through
to smite the Iigyptians, and whesn he seeth the blood
upon the lintel, and on the two side-posts, the Lord
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer
to come In unto your houses to smite you.” Ex. 12:
23.  Though everything else were done as it was
ordered, if the blood had not been seen upon the lintel
and posts of the door, the angel of destruction would
have visited them as he did the Egyptians. ‘

The idea of atonement by blood, because it is the
life, and of substitution to vindicate the honor of the
broken law in the sinner’s behalf, is as reasonable as it
is apparent in the Mosaic law ; but it only reaches its
logical or reasonable conclusion in the Christian system.
This speaks as follows: ‘It is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.” Heb,
10 :4. Thisis according to the just principle, that,
though the greater may be accepted for the less, the
less cannot reasonably be accepted for the greater.
On yom kippur the high priest offered the blood of a
bull for hinself and for his house, and the blood of a
goat for the whole house of Israel. This was an offer-
ing to the Lord for the sins of all the people. By sin
all the people had forfeited their lives, as it was said by
the prophet, “ The soul that sinneth it shall die.”
But a goat is not as valuable as a man. Its blood, or
life, is not as precious as the blood, or life, of & man.
How much less could a goat answer as the true and
just equivalent of a whole nation. So reasonable is
the declaration that the blood of a goat cannot take
away sins, that a man who was condemned to death
would feel that he was dishonored if the governnient
should offer to accept the life of a goat in his stead.
“ Am I,” he might inquire, * of so little worth that I
can be ransomed by a goat?” But he would feel
highly honored if a “ prince of the blood ** suould offer
to die 1n his stead. This would humble him, and
cause him to feel the great demerit of his sin. He
would by this be led to turn away from sin, which was
so offensive to the government, and required so great a
sacrifice.

But it may be asked, “Is not this a veflection on
the revelation which God made to Israel 77 Tt is not ;
as we before said, it is the logical result of that system,
and is the true teaching of the law and the prophets.
The insufficiency of those sacrifices was clearly taught
in such scriptures as Psalm 50, and the first chapter of
Isaiah. Itis only as types that they were useful and
instructive. It was plainly revealed that a priest should
arise after the order of Melchisedec; and as clearly
revealed that the anointed—the Mashiah—should
“be cut off (but not for himself).” Dan. 9 :24-26,
The prophecy of Isaiah, especially chapters 52 and 53,
clearly sets forth all tht the Christians claim on this
subject. The “* servant " of the Liord who was to be
exalted very high, before whom kings should shut
their mouths, was prophesied of as one  wounded for
our transgressions, and bruised for our imquities.” His
soul was made an offering for sin. How impressive
are the words of the prophet: * Therefore will I
divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide
the spoil with the strong ; because he hath poured out
his soul unto death ; and he was numbered with the
transgressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.”

We admire, reverence, and love the Hebrew Script-
ures. They are the only foundation of the Christian
system. But Israel has nearly lost the spirit of ** the
law and the prophets.”” The Scriptures have not
changed, but the people have changed. They have
been so long without a sanctuary and a priest and an
offering that they do not deem these things essential
to the system of Judaism. But in truth they are the
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heart and life of Judaism. And the glory which has
departed from the sons of Abraham would return if
they would fully accept the teachings of their own
prophets concerning the Lord’s Anointed, the Messiah,
and of the true nature and use of sacrifice for sin, We
malke our plea before Israel to-day as Paul made his
defense before Agrippa, * Saying none other things
than those which the prophets and Moses did say should
come : that Christ should suffer, and that he should
be the first that should rise from the dead, and should
show light unto the people, and o the nations.” Acts
26 :22, 28. J. H, W,
———————————~
SOME SUNDAY TEXTS EXAMINED.

Penrrcost, Acrs 2:1.

It is not a little surprising that those who are in
search of Scriptural authority for first-day sacredness,
attempt to press this text into service in the following
manner : Lhe digciples were convened on this occasion
to celebrate the first-day Sabbath, and the Holy Spirit
wag poured out ut that time, in honor of that day.

The reader will notice : 1. There was no first-day
Sabbath yet to honor ; 2. The text does not intimate
that the disciples were assembled to celebrate a Chris-
tian Sabbath; 8. That from the ascension of Jesus
until the outpouring of the Spirit, the disciples had
continued in prayer and supplication (Luke 24 : 49-53;
Acts 1:18, 14); hence their being “ of one accord in
one place " has no bearing upon the point at issue ;
4, That the text does not state that the descent of the
Holy Spirit was to honor the first day. In fact, the
day of the week is not named at all.  Hence Inspiration
must have considered this Jewish festival more impor-
tant than the first day, or why was it mentioned when
the first day of the week was not?

Pentecost was a yearly feast, and to understand upon
what day it would fall, it is necessary to consider briefly
the law governing it.  The name comes from the Greek
word pentekostes, meaning fiftieth,

This feast may be regarded as the supplement
of the Passover, which was celebrated at the opening of
the harvest, and at which the wave sheaf, the first of
the barley harvest, was offered. The great feature in
the celebration of Pentecost was the presentation of
the two loaves of leavened bread made of the first-fruits
of the wheat-harvest, just gathered. In this point, as
contrasted with the unleavened cakes of the Passover,
we see the social nature of the feast. 'Lill the Pente-
costal loaves had been offered, the products of the har-
vest were nct to be eaten, The whole ceremony was
the conclusion of the dedication of the harvest to God,
its giver. It was introduced by the offering of the wave-
sheaf at the Passover, and concluded by the Pentecostal
gervice, whicl wag the Jewish harvest-howe ; and the
people were especially exhorted to rejoice before God
with their families, servants, the Levites within their
gates, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widows.
Deut, 16 : 10, 11.

The taw of the Pentecost, or feast of weeks, is found
in Lev. 28 :9-21. The fourteenth day of the first
month, Nisan, was ** the Lord’s Passover” (verse 5),
the paschal lamb being slain near the close of the day.
On the 15th, the night being passed, there was a holy
convocation, or Sabbath, in which no ordinary work was
done, This was the first day of the feast of unleavened
bread, which lasted seven days.  Verses 6, 7. Tha day
following this annual sabbath, /. e. the 16th of the
month, or “the morrow after the sabbath,” was the
day of the omer, or sheaf. The first sheaf of the har-
vest was brought to the priest to be waved by him
before the Lord. Verses 10, 11. This day ¢ that ye
brought of the sheaf of the wave-offering,” began the
seven sabbaths, or weeks, which reached to Pentecost.
Verses 15, 16.

With these facts before us, we are prepared to resume
the examination of Acts 2 :1, We first notice that
Christ ate the Passover with his disciples the evening
before his cructfixion. Matt, 26 : 17-20 ; Mark 14 :
12,18 ; Luke 22 :7-16, The Passover being slain
on the 14th of Nisan, the crucifixion must have taken
place on the 15th, the first day of unleavened bread,
which was a holy convocation, and which occurred, that
year, on the day of the “preparation ” (Luke 28 : 54);
“ that is, the day before the Sabbath.” Mark 15 ; 42.
Hence ‘¢ the Sabbath according to the commandment”
(Luke 23 : 56), during which Christ lay in the tomb,
was the 16th of Nisan, the day of the wave-sheaf, from
which fifty days are to be reckoned to Pentecost Be-
ginning with the Sabbath, and counting fifty days, the
fiftieth day must come on the Sabbath, Hence the
Pentecost signalized by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit must have occurred on Saturday, the Sabbath,
instead of Sunday.

I am not alone in this conclusion, as all will see from
the following testimonies :——

“The fiftieth day fell, therefore, it appears, upon
Saturday.” —O(shausen.

“The morrow after the seventh Sabbath, or week,
which was the first day of Pentecost, must fall on
Saturday, or the Jewish Sabbath.”—dJennings,in his
Jewish Antiquities.

“Ttis generally supposed that this Pentecost signal-
ized by the outpouring of the Spirit, fell on the Jewish
Sabbath, our Saturday.”—Prof. H. B. Hackest, D. D.,
on Acts.

% The question on what day of the week this day of
Pentecost was, is beset with the difficulties attending
the question of our Lord’s last Passover. It appears
probable, however, that it was on the Sabbath.”—Dean
Alford, i N. T for English Readess.

««Tf the views of the Pharisees were followed, and
the Lord Jesus had with them kept the Passover on
Thursday, as many have supposed, then the day of
Pentecost would have oceurred on the Jewish Sabbath,
that is, on Saturday.’—Kuinoel, Lightfoot. It is im-
possible to determine the truth on this subject, nor is
it of much importance.”—Dr. Albert Barnes.

Acrs 20:7.

The argument drawn from this text in support of
Sunday sanctity may be stated as follows: This
testimony shows that the first day of the week was
appropriated by the apostolic church to meetings for
the breaking of bread in honor of Christ’s resurrection
upon that day. Hence it is reasonable to conclude
that this day had become the Christian Sabbath.

If all they claim be granted, it does not prove that
God ever placed his blessing upon that day, or sancti-
fied it,—set it apart for a holy use. It isthe only
recorded instance in the New Testament of a religious
meeting being held on the first day of the week. By
examining the chronological table, it will be seen that
this meeting took place twenty-six years after the
supposed change of the Sabbath; while in Acts 18 we
find Paul keeping every Sabbath during the time he
remained in Corinth, a period of one year and six
months, Compare verses 4 and 11.  Quite a difference
petween this and holding one meeting on Sunday, dur-
ing a period in which there were 1356 Sundays.

No stress can be laid upon the expression, ¢ when
the disciples came together,” as proving it to be their
custom to meet for worship and the celebration of the
ordinances on that day ; for there is nthing in the
original answering to the word ¢« when,” the whole
phrase being translated from three words, sunegmenon,
“being agsembled,” and ton matheton, « the disciples.”
By comparing v. 7 with verses 10 and 11, it will be
seen that the breaking of bread occurred after mid-
night ; hence those who are so tenacious in following
apostolic example must meet on Monday morning to
celebrate the Eucharist. Since this was a night meet-
ing (v. 8), and the day begins at sunset (conpare Lev.
23 :32 with Deut. 16 :6), the meeting refervred to
must have been held on what is now called Saturday
night, and Paul resumed his journey on Sunday morn-
ing (v. 11), walking a distance of twenty miles. This
does not show much regard for the Christian Sabbath
on the part of ‘Paul. As evidence that we are not
alone in our exposition of the text, I offer the testimony
of the following accredited scholars :—

“The Jews kept their Sabbath from evening to
evening.—Dr. Clarke on Matt. 8 : 16.

“ The Hebrews began their day at evening,
Bible Dictionary, art. Day.

“The evening of the first day of the week would be
our Saturday evening.”—Dr, John Kitto.

“ [t was the evening which succeeded the Jewish
Sabbath. On the Sunday morning the vessel was
about to sail,”— Lifz of Paul by Conybeare and Howson,
vol. 2, p. 2006.

«T conclude, therefore, that the brethren met on the
night after the Jewish Sabbath.”—Prof. McGarvey,
Disciple (Church of Christ).

““The Jews reckoned the day from evening to morn-
ing, and on that principle the evening of the first day
of the week would be our Saturday evening. If Luke
reckoned so here, as many commentators suppose, the
apostle then waited for the expiration of the Jewish
Sabbath, aud held his last religious service with the
brethren at Troas at the beginning of the Christian
Sabbath, 7, ¢., on Saturday evening, and consequently
resumed his journey on Sunday morning.”—ZProf. H.
B. Hackett, D. D., Commentary on Acts, pp. 829, 330,

“ The idea of the transference of the Jewish Sabbath
from the seventh day to the first was an invention of
later times.”—Henry Alford, D. D., Dean of Canter-
bury, in his * New Testament for English Beaders,” on
Acts 20 : 7.

»

—Union

Rev. 1:10.

The book of Revelation bears the following interest-
ing date ag to time and place : I John, who also am
your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle
that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the
testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the

Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omegs, the first and
the last.” Rev. 1:9-11. The tenth verse of this
quotation gives the time of the vision,~—the Lord’s
day. First-day writers assume that it refers to Sun-
day, and that the inspired apostle here ealls it the
“ Lord’s day.”

There is one thing the text does prove,i. e.,that
there is a day in this dispensation that Tmspiration
recognizes as ‘‘ the Lord’s day ;” but the text does not
tell us what day of the week that is. We can only
determine the day referred to by a careful examination
of the Seriptures. DBut some may say this is the “Tord’s
day,” and not the Tather’s. I have only to answer
that the Father is called “ Lord” in the following
texts : Matt. 11:25; Acts 8:19,20; Rev. 11:15
4:8,11; 6:10. If it means Jesus, he is creator
(John1:1-8,10; Col.1:16; Heb.1:2, 8-10), and
the Lord of the Sabbath. Mark 2:28. Hence we
see that the language, whether Father or Son is meant,
has no bearing upon the point at issue. Besides, the
Lord never claimed the first day as his. He never
blessed it or sanctified it. He never celebrated the
supper upon it. Matt. 26 : 26-29. He gave no com-
mand to keep it. The language of the text under con-
sideration implies an old and well-known institution,
such as the Sabbath was. Sunday-keepers will not
keep the Sabbath because it is not commanded in the
New Testament ; but they will keep Sunday without
any command. If John meant the first day in this
text, why did he not say so? He wrote his Gospel
after this ; yet he called it only ¢ first day ” (John 20 :
1, 19), not recognizing it by any other title than that
which belonged to it as one of the ordinary days of the
week.

If there were other texts plainly pointing out the
first day of the week as the Lord’s day, Rev. 1:10
might be quoted in confirmation, but without such
appointment, there is only an inference in support of
this view. We can determine what day John refers
to in the text only by an examination of the Scriptures
on the subject. **Six days shalt thou labor, and do
all thy work ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy nianservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates.” Ex. 20:9,10. «If thou
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day ; and call the Sabbath a de-
light, the holy of the Liord, honorable ; and shalt honor
him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words.” Isa. 58:18.
“ Therefore thie Son of man is Lord also of the Sab-
bath.” Mark 2:28. All can see from these texts
which day the Lord claims as his ; hence this must be
the day to which John refers. ’

The Encyclopedia Britannica, in its article concern-
ing the Sabbath, undertakes to prove that the ¢ re-
ligious observation of the first day of the week is of
apostolical appointment.”  After citing and comment-
ing upon all the passages that could be urged in proof
of the point, it makes the following candid acknowledg-
ment : ¢ Still, however, it must be owned that these
passages are not safficient to prove the apostolical in-
stitution of the Lord’s day, or even the actual observa-
tion of it.”

Making holy days is a Catholic trade and a danger-

ous work. Christians should be careful about engaging
in it. Wi, D. Curris,
DAN. 9:27,

¢ And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week; andin
the midst of the week heshall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominatious he shall make it desolate, even
until the consumation,and that determined shall be poured upon the
desolate.”

It will be noticed that the margin sometimes says
¢« Heb.” and sometimes “or.” The former shows the
literal veading of the original ; the latter indicates that
the translators did not consider the original definite ;
they thought it might be translated either way. This
appears to be the case with the text. But we think
there are good reasons for considering the marginal
reading correct,

The original word is an active participle, literally, the
desolating, or (the one who) desolates. An instance of
this form of expression in the Hebrew is found in 1
Sam. 9 :19—the answer of Samuel to Saul—<T am
the seer ;” literally, “I am the [one] seeing.” To
change this to the passive form would destroy the
sense, and leave Saul's question unanswered, as it
would make Samuel say, «“ I am the [one] seen.,” But
the common rendering of Dan. 9 : 27, < desolate,” gives
it in the passive form, which i3 contrary to the pointing
in the Hebrew Bible. Being active, the one who des-
olates, or the desolator, must be the proper rendering.
—Review and Herald.
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M besiomary,

1HE REPORYT OF THE SPIES.
“Let us go up at once and possess i, for we are well able to over-
come it.” Num, 13 :80.
BAcx came the spics with weary feet
And fearful hearts, their tidings telling ;
A land of precious thmgs and sweet,
A goodly land to make our dwellmo ;
But strougly walled its cities rise,
Ficrce giants there we did discover ;
We secmed as nothing in their eyes,
Ob, no! we darc not venture over.

Then boldly spoke the faithfal two,
Who held God’s trath with hearts undaunted.
The land, they said, is fair to view,
Our heritage by God appointed.
He led us through the wilderness,
His strength our feeblencss shall cover.
Let us at once the land possess ;
We are well able to go over.

But all the timid, trembling host

Listened, dismayed and unbelieving,
Backward along the dreary coast

They turned, their taithful leader grieving ;
And in the wilderness theyfell,

Their graves the desert caverns cover;
The mournful fate its shadows tell

Of those who dared not venture over.

We linger in carth’s wilderness,
Dismaycd and faint, a feeble nation;
We fail the promise to possess,
The peace of God, a full salvation.
With trembling hearts, with tcarful eyes,
Upon its verge we mournful hover,
And say, ‘“ What glory lights those skies !
But ah | we fear to venture over.”

“ 1t is a goodly land,” we say,
“A land all precious gifls bestowing ;
But oh ! the giants in our way,
And Jordan’s waters wide o’erflowing 1”
Yet when our heavenly Joshua leads,
The raging floods a path uncover ;
The gracious Hand that guards and Leeds
Shall safely guide his people over.

Look back along the desert way,
Then 1ift to God our joyful chorus.
The hand that keeps from day to day
Bids the walled ecities fall before us ;
He saves us to the uttermost,
His righteousness our guilt shall cover ;
Press onward, then, ye ransomerd hosts,
Till all his people shall pass over.
~—~Sel.

I —_—
41t

AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND.

On account of continued cool weather and rain, we
closed our tent-nieetings in this city, Sunday night,
April 2. The tent was up seventy-seven days, during
which we gave seventy-four sermons. The attendance
was as good as we could expect under the circum-
stances. Thirty persons signed the covenant, and four
or five others began the observance of the Sabbath, and
seem to be firn. It is possible a few more would have
taken a stand with us, could we have continued the
aneetings longer.

Since the close of .the tent work we have been look-
ing after the interests of our church building and
organization, We have just finished our church by
painting and varnishing the interior, and we now have
a place of worslip as neat and comfortable as any in
the city. We feel gratelul to God for the prosperity
that has attended Hns enterprise.  The building, which
has cost about £400, is abnost frec from debt. There
will be but little expense hereafter, and we have a
place of our own in which we can meet -as often as we
like.

For various reasons our quarterly meeting was post-
poned until April 28.  This was our second quarterly
meeting. About seventy assembled in the morning at
9 : 30, a large number of whoni took part in the ordi-
nances of the Lord’s house. At 2 :30 we again came
together for praise service. The church cierk called
the names of the inembers, and of the eighty-fowr wem-
bers, seventy-six vesponded. The leading sentiment
expressed was gratitude to God for the light of the
third angel’'s message. The Lord came near by his
Spirit.

On the following day the Auckland Tract and Mis-
sionary Society held its quarterly meeting.  There was
the best attendance nt this meeting of any yet held.
There was one unpleasant leature, however, namely,
only about half of the mewmbers reported. This is de-
structive to the interests of shis good society, and was
rebuked by a number present. Lhe reports that were
sent in showed an increase over last quarter's work.
Qur tract society has a membership of sixty-three, and
it is hoped better work will be done in tlie future.

We have also organized a Health and Temperance
and Social Purity Society. Between fifty and sixty
Jhave signed the total-abstinence pledge, and a few have

signed the anti-aleohol and tobacco pledge. At present
we hold our meetings every Monday night. Thus far
the attendance has been good. Addresses and essays
on every phase of health and temperance ave given by
the different members. These temperance meetings
are among the best I have attended since coming to
the colony.

Altogether, we feel greatly encouraged about the
work in Awuckland. Our membership is steadily in-
creasing, niany are consecrating themselves to the
service of God, and the truth is being made known in
every direction. Our canvassers have met with won-
derful success of late. We feel sure that there is great
help for us if we will but come near to Israel’s God.

May 1. A. G. Daxrterus.

MELBOURNE.

THE tent season is now closed. Our last service
was held on the 9th inst. The Lord has blessed the
efforts put forth for the advancement of the truth in
this city, during the summer just passed, for which we
feel very thankful. Sixty-one persons have taken their
stand to keep the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus. Thirty of the above nuntber have becn re-
ceived into church fellowship. Twenty-four have not
had the opportunity offered then:; but we have reason
to believe that a large majority will gladly unite with
those who stand upon the platform of obedience and
faith.

As these dear ones take their places among those
who are “looking for that blessed hope, and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ,” we, with deep anxiety and fervent prayer,
dedicate them to him who has said, “My grace is
sufficient for thee ; for my strength is made perfect in
weakness ; 7 and, “ My presence shall go with thee, and
Lwill give thee rest.”” May God help them to always
keep these promises in view, and to rely wholly upon
theni, even when the cup of affliction is being pressed
to their lips, or the wave of persecution sweeps over
tlrem,

Dear brethren and sisters, pray for them, that their
faith fail not ; and at your fireside and in your private
devotions, remember e, Wirrn D. Curmis.

May 16. -
B . = WENEENREE—
HOBART, TASMANIA.

‘W commenced meetings in the tent at Sandy Bay
Feb. 29, and continued them till April 21, when we
stored the tent for the winter. The average attendance
during the meeting was fifty. These attended neatly
all through, and at least twenty-five of them are keep-
ing the Sabbath, including five, Brn. Foster’s and
Higgin’s families, that had a(,cepted the {ruth through
the efforts of Brn. Arnold and Wainman while canvass-
ing here for Thoughts on Dan‘el and the Revelation.
The ecompany have secured the use of a Baptist chapel
on Harrington street, Hobart, for Sabbath and
Weduesday evening services. We have a very in-
teresting Sabbath-school of over forty members, and
expeet to organize a branch of the International Tract
and Missionary Society this week.

On Sunday, April 22, we commenced our second
series of meetings in Federal Hall on Murray street,
The attendance has not been large, but we see nearly
the same facos at every meeting. We have just com-
menced the investigation of the Sabbath question. The
press has given frequent and favorable notices of our
work.  Our book sales amount to ten pounds. Twenty-
five yearly subscriptions for the FEcro have been taken,
and several for Good IHealth. We have received dona-
tions _to help defray the expenses of the meetings,
amounting to £17 14s. 14d. There are many en-
couraging items of interest that could be mentioned if
we had time and space. There are many tokens that
show that the hand of God has been in the work here
from tlie first, for which we are deeply grateful to- him,
and we ask a continued interest in the prayers of God’s
people that he will continue to prosper it until all the
honest souls receive the truth. M. C. Israms,

May 15. 1888. W. L. H. Bakzr.

_ ——t—
THE AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE

INTERNATIONAL TRACT AND MIS-
SIONARY SOCIETY.

Report for Quartcr Endmg March 31, 1888.

No of members 108
. 4 Teports returned 77
s members added 10
w  Inissionary visits ... 171
» 5 lettevs written ... 95
» » Bible-readings held 102
s 5 BEcHOs taken in clubs 941
. ' sold 454
s Pperiodicals dlstnbuted . 1,308
» 5 Ppages, books, pamphlets, and tracts

distributed 68,584
subscriptions obtained for perlodlcals 57

£21 bs. 9d.; on periodical
JosIE L. BAKER, See.

Cash Yeccived on tract fund,
fund, £18 18s. 5d.

A LETTER FROM PITCAIRN ISLAND.,

To-pay a vessel is sighted coming from the south ;
and no doubt you will be glad to hear of our welfare,
so I will improve the opportunity, hoping this will
reach you. We trust to hear from you soon, if the
Lord permit, but desire more to sec your people back
again. It is a common thing to hear the people say,
“ I wish they would come,” some fearing you will not
conie at all. .

Thank God, there is not one here holding out
against the present truth. Those who lave done so
can no longer reject the truth that is made so plain.
Divisions have ceased, and we are a happy people,
serving the Lord in unity of spirit, with one -mind,
rejoicing in the Sabbath of the Lord our God, making
it indeed ourdelight. We cannot but thank God for
sending his servant among us, and enlightening our
once darkened minds by the knowledge of the truth.
The prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, which
were once so dark and mysterious, and we thouOrht
could not be understood, are now plain, and of thrill-
ing interest.

In our services and gatherings nothing else is read
but your books and. papers, The solemnity and in-
terest in onr meetings are deepening as we feel
the day of the Lord approaching. .Karnest warnings
are given to the careless and unconverted to prepare
for that awful period so soon to break upon us. No
one on the island could for a moment plead iguorance.
We have learned two hymns from the “ Song Anchor”
in the singlng school, ** My Beautiful Howme on High ”
and ¢ Jesus My Redeenier.” The former is quite a
favorite with the people. The daily readings, the Sab-
bath services, etc., are all the same as when I last worte
you, only brethren and sisters are delighting them-
selves in the love of the truth, The Father of lights,
from whom cometh every good and perfect gift, has in
mercy remetibered-us.

The oppressive heat of last summer continued titl
February and March of the present year [1887].  We
suffered from it, but had light showers of rain ocea-
sionally., For thlee monthb or more we had to go
down to the spring to get our water. Lt is quite dif[er—
ent now. Instead of the scorching sun pouring down
its burning heat upon us, we have had rain nearly
every weel for a long time, and are well provided with
both water and food. Since we have kept the Sabbath, we
have had a good supply of flour and grain, which we
prepare for Sabbath use, as it is better than our
native food. Ships have also brought us clothing.
Recounting these mercies, we cannot but lift up grate-
ful hearts to our heavenly Father, and trace them back
t; the keeping of the Sabbath. We send our united
thanks to you for coming among us and leaving the
books.

We had a marriage ceremony on the 4th inst. We
wondered how the Adventists conducted their cere-
monies. A sister said to me, ¢ When you next write,
inquire.”

I trust that though small and isolated as we are, we
may be instrumental in God’s hand of doing good to
the world at large. I will mention one instance of
much interest. About three months ago a Captain
L ———, with his wife, visited us. The Captain was
an old friend of ours when only an officer, but i3 now
himself master of a whaling ship.  His wile is a pro-
fessedly Christian woman of the Methodist Church.
Ii America abounds with such women as Mrs. -
she may well be proud. This lady wins the affections
of every one ; she attended all the meetings, and joined
with my class in Sabbath-school in the morning.  She
is very earnest, and degires to know the present truth.
I gave her as many of the Signs, pamphlets, and tracts,
as we could spare, and all the titles of the books which
we have, which she promised to buy and read when
slte got home. She is sincere, and I do believe will
keep the Sabbath. Rusa desires to be remembered to
you. With Christian love and best wishes to the
brethren and sisters in Christ, I remain, most respect-
fully yours, M. A. Mc C.

Piteairn Island, Deec. 7, 1887.

>}
—p—1

I warcuep an old man trout fishing the other day,
pulling them out one after the other iiskly. ¢ You
manage it cleverly, old friend,” I said. ¢ T have passed
a good many below who don’t seem to bé doing any-
thing.”  The old man bifted himself up, and stuck his
rod in the ground. <« Well, you see, sir, there be three
rales for trout-fishing ; and 't is no good trying if you
don’t mind them. The first is, Keep yourself out of
sight ; and the second is, Keep yourself further out of
sight ; and the third is, Keep yoursell further out of
sight still,—then youwll do it.” Good for catching
men, oo, I thought, as I went on my way.—2ark
Gy Pease.
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Whely Tapius,

A wumiir of stadents of prophecy have foreseen
that the Pope must rige in influence and power before
the papacy meets its flnal doom. Chapters 17 and 18
of the Revelation both foveshadow what the world is
just beginning to see.  In chap, 17 the kingdoms give
their power to the papacy for a short time before the
close. Tor the last half century the encyclicals of the
popes have contained lamentations that the church hag
been forsaken of the naticns that were wont to uphold
her ; that heresy had grown bold even in the holy city
of Rome, and {he church was powerless to check Iit.
But of late the publications of the D’rotestants, espe-
cially on the continent of Wurope, have begun to take
up the lamentations, as they sece the influence of
Catholicism so rapidly incressing everywhere, and the
Pope recelving the congratulations of all the world,

It is not, however, that the Pope receives congratu-
lations and numerous valuable gifts from the heads of
the Governments of the carth, that chiefly creates
alarm in the bosoms of genuine Protestants. 1t is the
immense power that the Catholic Church is wielding
in almost every notion, It would take more than the
limits of a single article to do justice to this point.

The place assigned for the exposition of the jubilee
‘gifts to the Pope, had to be several times enlarged ;
and when the time for the display arrived, some five
hundred boxes remained to be opened, besides a large
arnount which was on the way, its arrival having been
delayed. Almost every Government on the face of the
whole earth .was reprosented in the gifts, many
of which were of great value. There seemed to be
a strife among the nations to see which could do
the groatest honor to a man who has no civil standing
among them ! Is there no significance in this ?

Bohemia sent no presents, for the reason that she
represented Protestants as well as Catholies. A
strange reason, considering the action of those Govern-
ments whieh call themselves altogether Protestant.
The Queen of Kungland sent costly vessels for the cele-
bration of the iass ; not very inappropriate, when it
is considered that she is the head of a church which is
so fast running into ritualism, which is another name
for Catlolicisin,  Prussia, the home of the Reforma-
tion, gave the miter which the Pope wore on the ocea-
sion of his jubilee. In Kurope, the only exceptions of
note were the united kingdoms of Norway and Sweden,
and the kingdom of Italy. At present it would be
difficult to make anything of Ttaly but Catholic or in-
fidel ; she has too long been robbed of the facilities for
general education.  But the Ttalians have had enough
of. Papal civil rule; of all people they most dread a
restoration of the Papal temporal power.

The call for the restoration of the kingly authority
of the Pope comes loudest from Austria, where the tide
is setting Theavily in, that direction. This would not
be difficult to bring about. No matter where, or how-
ever small, his dontinion wight be, he would be recog-
nized as a king, and then all nations would receive his
ambagsadors, For this the Pope is planning, and it
is safe to say that Hurope to-day has no more wily
politician than Leo XILI. He has thus far shown
consummate diplymatic skill in every emergency, in
every move, and has every time obtained the advantage
he sought.

Some years ago we published a series of articles on
the subject of the future of the Pope, and then said
that the nations of Ilurope would look to him as the
pacificator in times of trouble and perplexity. And
what do we now sce 7 When the Ultramontane priests
refused to yield to the demands of Prussia, considering
themn an infringement on their loyalby to the Iope,
Leo prowiptly caused them to yield, assuring them that
Bismarck was right. At least this was his assurance
before the public. And Bismarck has been untiring
in his devution te the Pope cver since. To the Pope
wag soon committed an important matter for arbitra-
tion.. Now he is pursuing the same policy with Eng-
land.

In * Protestant Switzerland,” the President of the
Council. the DPresident of the Confederation, is an
ardent Catholic. He represents Geneva,  the city of
Calvin.”  In Prussia, not long since, a rotestant
minister was fined and imprisoned for speaking against
“Catholic institutions.” A meeting in Berlin was
closed because the minister spoke too decidedly against
the Catholic Clinreh. A German paper states it as a
fact that no man ¢an obtain or retain any important
office in the Government witless he secures the favor of
the Catholic clement. It is our firn conviction that,
should a priest presume to nail to a church door in
Germany such an indictiment of the papacy as Luther
nailed to the church in Wittemburg, he would find no

power ready to shield him from popular indignation.
The saying of one of the most vigorous Protestant
writers in Switzerland is neither strange nor untruth-
ful, that « Protestants therc are, but Protestantism is
dead.”

In Rev. 18, the doom of great Babylon is forvetold,
and if we compare the late encyclicals of the popes, in
which they bewail the divorcement of the church
from the kings who had upheld their power, with verse
7 of this chapter, we can be at no losg to read the issue
of the present crazein favor of the Pope. ¢« How much
she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much
torment and sorrow give her ; for she saith in her heart,
I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no
sorrow.”

Even now the Church of Rome sees this triumph
hefore her, when the nations which now bestow their
compliments shall do her more substantial honor ;
when kings shall restore her from her widowhood, and
she will be able to boast of her old-time prosperity,
That day will come, and all can see it coming ;
but the sight only presages her speedy downfall. Her
boasting is followed by this declaration of the Lord :
¢« Thercfore shall her plagues come in one day, death,
and wourning, and famine ; and she shall be utterly
borned with fire; for strong is the Lord God who
judgeth her.” J.OH.OW.

e+

THE EUROPEAN OUTLOOX,

Tug Eutopean war-cloud is still dark and threaten-
ing.  While it would seem that most of the nations
have enlarged their armies to the utmost limit, they
are still at work perfecting details and preparing means
of transportation, that these armed millions may be
rapidly massed at any strategic point. How soon the
storm may burst in all its horrors, no one can tell, nor
how long it may be delayed. A recent telegram says :
«“ The slightest incident may precipitate a war
which must De one of the most terrible the world has
ever seen,”

While the sitnation is thus critical, the following
fron1 President Washburn, of Rohert College, Con-
stantinople, will be of interest as giving the view of an
intelligent observer on the ground : — |

¢¢ It is undoubtedly trde that no Power desires war,
and that all shrink from the frightful consequences of a
general European contlict, But can Russia draw back
and give up the game a‘ter all this display, unless she
gains her end ? I do not see how she can gain it
without actual war, nor l.nv she can give it up.  The
prize before her i the empire of the world, the key of
which les now in the Balkan Peninsula. She is
determined to have it. Every Russian whom one
meets says this frankly, and believes the time has come
to secure Constantinople. As the fate of the Austrian
empire depends upon keeping Russia out of the Balkan
Peninsuala, she cannct yield to mere threats. She
must fight for her life. The war may be again post-
poned for a sime, but, sconer or later, it must come,
There is no escape from it.”

¢ The real que- tion involved in this war, when it comes,
will be a simple one, however it may be attempted to
obscure it. It will be the question of the supremacy
of Russia in Eurupe. If she is victorious, Bulgaria
and Roumania will become Russian provinces. Con-
stantinople will be at her disposal whenever she sees
fit to occapy it.  Austria will become another Poland.
Greece will be simply a Russian outpost in the
Mediterranean, and other Iiuropean Powers will
do her bidding. Al this will not happen in a day.
It will come gradually and be resisted in other wars,
bat the result is inevitable.

“There is another question involved in the present
complication, but it is & secondary one, It is the
question of Alsace and Lorvaine. TFrance will not
attack Germany if Russia retreats from her position,
but she will join Russia if Germany supports Austria, as
she 1s bound %o do by treaty. She is ready to sacrifice
the interests of Kurope and the liberty of the East to
regain her lost provinces. ~ Without KFrench support,
Russia would never move. If the war comes, we shall
probably see Russia, France, and (reece on one side,
Austria, Germany, Tealy, and perhaps England and
Turkey on the other. Belguim may also be involved;
and if the war is prolonged, other small states as
well.”

¢« The drift of opinion in Iingland for several years
has been in favor of nop-intervention in European
affairs.  Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Chumberlain, and Ran-
dolph Churchill have all supported this policy in the
belief that it was the popular one. But if the war
once begins, public opinion is certain to walke up to a
knowledge of the fact that England has a vital interest
in the fate of Iurope, which she cannot ignorve. Tt
is a strange delusion which these gentlemen, all of
them, labor under, that the new English Democracy

will not be as patriotic and as ready to defend the
honor and inlerests of England as the old Aristocracy.
They may not be able to comprehend all the mysteries
of European politics, but they will have no difficalty in
understanding this one, and they will insist on having
a voice in deciding the guestion of Russian supremacy
in Europe.

“Bulgaria is the occasion, though not the cause, of
all this trouble in Tlurope. It should never be for-
gotten that she has never agked for anything but to be
let al.ne; that underthe most trying and exasperating
circumstances she has kept the peace, she has done her
best to conciliate Russia, she has been ready to give
up-everything but the right of self-government, while
Russia has invariably demanded unconditional sur-
render to her will,  If war comes, it will not be the
fault of Bulgaria, and whatever may happen in the
future, she ought to have the credit for her unexampled
patierce and self-control during the past two years and
a half.  She even offered her throne to the brother-in-
law of the Czar, by a unanimous vote, after the Czm
himself had aided in kidnapping Prince Alesander.
It Russia had simply desired to regain her legitimate
influence in the country, what more could she have
asked ?

¢ Instead of this, she is still hiring filibusters to in
vade Bulgaria and threatening Europe with war, For
what ~—Simply Dbecause she is determined to annex
Bulgaria to the Russian empire. I believe she will fail
in this attempt, and be miserably defeated.  There is
many a puatriotic Russian who hopes that this may
happen. and that out of defeat some liberty may come
to the people of Russia.”

N A o S
WHAT DYNAMITE IS LIKE.

Trosw who have never seen the much-talked of
dynamite explosive, will be interested to know that it
looks very much like moist brown sugar. Nitro-
glycerine, which is formed by the action of nitric acid
upon glycerine, at a low temperature, is the active
agent in dynamite, but is mixed with some absorbent
substance to render it safer to handle than the liquid
glycerine, The alsorbent material thus used 1s a
silicious earth—a fine white powder composed of the
remains of infusoria, and resembling powdered chalk.
This takes up two or three times its weight of the
nitro-glycerine withont becoming pasty, and the in-
gredients are easily mixed, leaden vessels and wooden
spoons being used to avoid dangerous friction. When
five is applied to this mass, it burns with a strong
flame, without any explosion; but when ignited by a
detonating fuse, or even by asudden blow, its explosive
force is tremendous.— Golden Days.

Strikms of colossal magnitude seem to be the order
of the day in America. A complicated strike on the
part of miners employed in the coal fields of Pennsyl-
vania, and the employés on the Reading Railraod, in
which about 60,000 men were involved, has just been
terminated. A committee was appointed by Congress
to investigate the strike, and the facts brought out
vindicated the action of the railroad company, and were
highly damaging to thelabor combinations under which
the strike was managed ¢ The destitution among the
families of the strikers was terrible, some of whom were
found to be in danger of actual starvation. President
Corbin of the Reading Railroad Company gave £4,000
toward their velief, The total cost of the strike is esti-
mated at over £600,000.”

About the last of Febrnary another great strike was
commenced, which has spread until several of the roads
centering at Chicago are involved. The trouble has
resulted in bloodshed, a striking engincer being the
victin. The man who did the shooting was removed
to another town as a defense against lynching. Dusi-

-ness and communication are seriously interfored with,

and at latest accounts a general tic-up of all lines
touching Chicago was feared. The civil courts had
the matter in hand.

P S S ———

It is a singular fact that we are indebted to
Pompeii for the great industry of canning fruit. Years
ago, when the excavations were just beginning, a party
of Cincinnatians found in what had been the pantry
of a house, many jars of preserved fige. One was
opened, and they were found to be fresh and good.
Investigation showed that the figs had been put into
jars in a heated state, an aperture left for the steam to
escape, and then sealed with wax, The hint was taken,
and the next year canning fruit was introduced into the
Uuited States, the process being identical with that in
vogue in Pompeii twenty centuries ago. The old
ladies in America who can tomatoes and peaches do
not realize that they ate indebted for this art to a
people who were literally ashes but a few years after
Christ.—Indiana Farmer,
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Tiealth and Temperawee.

THE OLD MAN'S ACCOUNT OF THE
MEETING.,

1'vE been to meetin’, Nancy,
Adown to the depot-hall ;

An'I wish you'd a-been there, Nancy,
An’ I wish the same of all,

They called it a temp’rance meetin’,
An’ said they all had come

To try and lift up the fallen,
And rid the land of rum,

They first asked Parson Peters

If he would please to pray ;
An’ such a prayer as that ar’

T hain’t heard for many a day.
"Twant like his pulpit prayin’,

. When he tells the Lord the news,

An’ instead of pleasin’ his Master,

He tries to please the pews,

But to-night he knelt on the carpet—
An’ that he don’t often do—

An’ he prayed for the helpless widder,

© An’ he prayed for her children, too ;

An’ he prayed for the tried and tempted-- -
An’ the tears were seen in his eyes ;

An’ that prayer didn’t stop at the ceilin’,
But went straight up to the skies.

Then, aftcr the parson’s prayin’,
Jim Jones, the tinker’s son,
He riz—for they called upon him-—
An’ he told what drink had done.
I needn’t rehearse it, Nancy ;
You know the facts fnl]l well,
How rum has been his ruin,
An’ made his home a hell.

Well, the women, the youth, and the children,
An’ e'en we stronger men,
We couldn’t help a-sobbin’
As we seed him take the pen,
An’ totter up to the table,
The temp’rance sheet to sign,
That says: “ We're done forever
With cider, an’ rum, an’ wine.”

Squire Smith was the next they called on,
An’ the old man riz and said :
¢ We're gwine to fight the sarpint
Till he's numbered with the dead!”
Oh, how he stamped on the carpet !
An’ the way he shook his cane
Would a-done considerable damage
Had it hit a person’s brain,

“I’'m gwine for prohibition!”
An’ his cane came nigh the lamp ;
He cried : “ We'll close the rum shops!”
An’ his “ cow-hide” gave a stamp.
ssWe'll fight with moral suasion,
An’ we'll fight with legal, too ;
We'll fight as fit those critters
Way back at Waterloo,”

When he sot down, why, Nancy,
You’d ought to heard ’em cheer ;
To see how they’s excited,
You'd think the day was near—
The day when rum and whisky,
From Beer-sheba clean to Dan,
Shall not be found or purchased
By woman, child, or man.

Well, Nancy, as | sot there,
A thinkin’ ¢’er the past,
An’ how I’d swilled down cider,
I says, “ I'm done at last.”
An’ when the pledge they passed me,
An’ said, ¢ 8ir, will you sign?
I took the pen—well, Nancy—
My name’s there, on the line.
—M. L. Stacy,in Work at Ilome.

R —
WINE AND THE BIBLE,

PERVERSION OF SCRIPTURE.

‘Among civilized nations, the Bible is almost uni-
versally admitted to be at least an admirable code of
morals, even by those who do not regard it as an
inspired book. ~An authority held in such high esteem
would necessarily have very greatinfluence in moulding
the judgments of men and forming their opinions. Tt
is for the purpose of gaining the support of this
generally accepted authority that the adherents of any
special theory or doctrine appeal to the Scriptures for
testimony in favor of the same. Tt need not be at all
surprising, then, that the language of Holy Wi1it should
often be grossly perverted by enthusiasts and un-
serupulous persons in their attempts to find for their
pet theories the needed endorsement. Illustrations of
this use of the Scriptures are very abundant. A large
class of modern agitators who call themnselves *social
reformers,” and have made themselves notorious by the
laxity of morals advocated and practiced by them,
claim to find in the word of God license for their
immorality. Polygamists, likewise, appeal to inspira-
tion in support of their unchristian practice.  Only a
few years ago, American slavery received from thou-
sands of pulpits a most vigorous suppors, which claimed
to have the sanction of divine authority,

At the present time there is a powerful party which
claims that the use of fermented or intoxicating liquors
is permitted, and even sanctioned, by the Bible. This
party is headed by a few eminent scholars and clergy-
men, who are chiefly supported by a promiseuous throng
of respectable moderate drinkers, rich rumsellers, and
gutter drunkards.

It it can be proven that the Bible favors the use of
intoxicating drinks in any degree, then the infidel has
placed in his hands a most powerful weapon with which
to attack the authenticity and sacredness of the Seript-
ures. If, on the other hand, it can be shown that
there is no such conflict between science and common
senge and inspiration, then the difficulty vanishes. A
careful examination of the subject will convince any
candid person that the support which the advocates of
the use of liquor claim to derive from the Bible is
wholly imaginary ; and that the use which is made of
the Scriptures in defense of intemperance is a most
flagrant perversion of the language and import of in-
spiration.

THE BIBLE IN HARMONY WITH SCIENCE,

Inspiration, true science, and sound common sense
always agree. Any apparent conflict arises either
from a misunderstanding of the meaning of the
langnage employed, or from an imperfect knowledge of
the scientific facts supposed to necessitate a disagree-
ment. Secience says distinctly and unequivocally, All
fermented drinks contain’ alcohol ; aleohol is a poison
under all circumstances and ¢n all cases.. The decision
of science is sustained by that of reason ; for common
sense teaches that a substance with properties like those
possessed by aleohol, can be nothing else than
poisonous. If it is true that the Bible teaches that
aleohol—in the form of wine, or otherwise—is good
and harmless, then it will be made to appear that In-
spiration is less wise than reason and seience ; that
man, the ereature, has outstripped the Creator in
knowledge.

Such a conelusion, though correetly drawn from the
premises, is too absurd for belief by one who has a
a modicum of faith in inspiration ; and its manifest
falsity would seem to be sufficient to fully expose the
weakness of those who make the Bible responsible for
intemperance. The utter worthlessness of all arguments
in favor of the use of alcoholic drinks founded on the
Bible, becomes still more apparent by a careful ex-
amination of the character of the wines mentioned in
the Bible, and a consideration in detail of the texts
which are claimed to be favorable to the use of alcoholic
liquors,

TWO KINDS OF WINE RECOGNIZED IN THE BIBLE.

It is undoubtedly true that intoxicating liquors are
menticned in the Bible ; and it is equally true that a
kind of liquor or wine is recognized and often men-
tioned which is not intoxicating.  Amncient historians
preserve the same distinction, making frequent reference
to intoxicating wine and its effectt, and also to unin-
toxicating wine and its wholesome properties.

Unintozicating Wine.—The intoxicating property of
wine is due to the alecohol which it contains, Wine
which contains no aleohol is unintoxicating.  Aleohol
is produced only by fermentation. Wine which has
not undergone fermentation, then, is unintoxicating,
sinee it contains no alcohol. All that is required to

_preserve wine free from aleohol, and thus from in-

toxicating properties, is to prevent fermentation. That
the ancients were acquainted with several modes of pre-
venting fermentation, is clearly shown by reference to
history.  Ancient historians describe four prineipal
methods of effecting this, which were as follows :—

1. Boiling. In order that sweet fluids should fer-
ment, it is necessary that a certain amount of water
should be present. If a portion of the water is re-
moved, fermentation cannot take place. This is easily
effected by boiling ; and thismethod was very commionly
practiced among the ancients. The fresh juice of the
grape was bniled until a considerable portion of the
water was evaporated. Sometinies the boiling was con-
tinued until the juice acquired the consisteney of sirup.
This same niethod is eniployed now in the preservation
of cider, and the sweet juice of the maple-tree and the
sugar-cane, which would speedily ferment and produce
aleohol if left to themselves, but which ean be preserved
any length of time in the form of sirup, or molasses.

According to Pliny and Virgil, the Romans pre-
served wine in this way. Pliny mentions wine which
had been preserved in this manner and was perfectly
sweet, and of the contistency of honey, though two
centuries old.  Aristotle states that ¢ the wine of
Arcadia was so thick that it was necessary to scrape it
from the skin bottles in which it was contained, and to
dissolve the scrapings in water.” Kitto says: ¢ The
Mishna [a collection of ancient Jewish writings held in
the highest esteem by the Jews] states that the Jews
were in the habit of using boiled wine.”

2, Filtration. The fermentation which develop

alcohol in a sweet fluid by decomposing its sugar, is
largely dependent upon the presence of albumen and
certain impurities. These were carefully removed by
repeated filtration, after which the purified juice was
placed in bottles or casks, which were carefully sealed,
and buried in the earth or submerged in water, and
thus kept cool and sweet.

3. Subsidence. Theingredients of fresh juice which
ald in exeiting fermoentation, Wwere also removed by
keeping the juice sufficiently cool to prevent fermenta~
tion until they had settled to the bottom, when the
clear liquid was poured off, and ecarefully bottled as
after filtration,

4. Fumigation. Sulphur is a powerful antiseptic.
The ancients were familiar with this fact, and often
preserved the juice of the grape from fermentation by
subjecting it to the fumes of sulphur, or by adding to it
the yolk of eggs, mustard seed, or other substances
containing sulphur. The.same methods are now used
for preserving cider.

The fresh juice of the grape, or of any other sweet
fruit, when treated in any of the above ways, isentirely
free from any intoxicating property, and is not only
harmless, but palatable and nutritious. Says Prof,
M. Stuari, * Facts show that the ancients not only
preserved their wine unfermented, but regarded it as of
a higher flavor and finer quality than fermented wine.”

Intowicating Wine—As already stated, the intoxi-
cating element of wine is aleohol, which is produced by
the decomposition of sugar in the process of fermenta-
tion. Aleohol can be made from any juice which eon-
tains sugar. The ancients made intoxicating drinks
from millet, dates, beans, palm juice, pears, figs,
pomegranates, and other fruits hesides the grape.
These liquors were known to the Jews, and are fre-
quently mentioned in the Scriptures. In Prov.
28 : 381, we have a striking reference to the fermenta-
tion of wine, as follows, according to Dr. Kitto's
translation : ¢ L.ook not thou upon the wine when it is
turbid, when it giveth its bubble in the cup, when it

moveth itself upright.”
J. H. KzsLroae, M.D.

FRIVOLITY AND INSANITY.

Tur Creator doubtless gave man a brain with the
intention that it should be used. No one, therefore,
ueed fear injuring it by using it to its utmost capacity,
for it gains in power by use. The blacksmith’s arm
does not palsy, and examples are numerous to show
that the most intense brain work, when accompanied
with temperate habits, is conducive to health and
longevity, rather than otherwise. The following from
the Seientific American we commend to the thoughtful
perusal of all, especially the young :—

¢« Another fact which tells against the theory that
< high pressure’ living tends to unhinge the mind may
be found in the source of the larger portion of the
inmates of insane asylums. The records of asylums
show that most of the insane come, not from the busy
professional, mercantile, and manufacturing classes,
but from those whose lives are a monotonous round
of petty drudgery, or, what is equally killing, petty
inaction, unfruitful idleness, and dissipation. Frivolity
probably leads more men and women to the insane
asylum than the hardest and intensest pursuit of men-
tal or material wealth.”

THE WORK-CURE FOR SLEEPLESSNESS.

Joun B. Goucwn says that work 1s the best cure for
sleeplessness., e relates that the celebrated Lyman
Beecher used to keep a wagon-load of sand in the
cellar, and after his evening sermon he used to go down
and shovel it from one side to the other. The vigorous
exercise coaxed the blood away from his brain into his
muscles, so he was prepared for healthful and refresh-
ing sleep.  Sometimes, when unusually wide-awake,
the old gentleman would take down his violin, and
work himself into a sleepy mood by amateur fiddling.
The narrator does not mention the effect of the fid-
dling upon the other members of the household.
« Amateur fiddling” does not usually exert the most
somniferous influence imaginable.  The exercise pre-
scription we can endorse without qualification, The
persuasive effects of fiddling upon the sleepy god,
Morpheus, would probably depend upon circumstances.
—Good Health.

_— - —————————

Dr. A. L. Gruson, of the United States Navy,
gives the following as among the effects of smoking
among the students : It leads to impaired nutrition of
the nerve-centers. It is a fertile cause of neuralgia,
versigo, and indigestion. It irri*ates the mouth and
throat and thus destroys the purity of the voice. By
excitation of the optic nerve, it provokes amaurosis and
other defects of vision. It causes a tremulous hand,
an intermittent pulse, an? develops irritability of heart.
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RELIGIOUS.

The Church Missionary Society contemplate opening a
day school for boys in Jerusalem.

The Pope received from the Spanish Catholics of South
America £160,000 in gold coin as a jubilee gift.

A-report is current that all the American missions in
Burmah have incorporated total abstinence in the'r work.

The nuinber of youths of noble rank in Italy studying
for the Romish priesthood is said to be smaller now than
ever before in the memory_of man.

The Baptist Union has accepted Mr, Spurgeon’s resigna-
tion. The committee appointed to request Mr. Spurgeon
to reconsider hig resignation reported that its efforts were
unayvailing.

From official statistics just published in Berlin, it ap-
pears that while there are 1,000,000 Protestants in that
city, there ave sittings in the Protestant churches for only
50,000 worshipers.

The Missionary Review says: “There are no Protestant
missionaries in Beloochistan, Afghanistan, in the French
possessions of Anam and Tonquin, or in Siberia and the
adjoining countries under Russian rule.”

A few years ago, Japan was thoroughly pagan ; now we
hear of a great Christian revival in Tokio, with 500 con-
verts in a single month. Tverybody there is interested in
Christianity, and nobody is found to speak against it.

Tt s said that Dr. Alexander McLaren, the celebrated
Baptist preacher of Manchester, Bngland, is about to pay a
visit to the colonies, Dr. McLaren is believed to be the
greatest of living preachers, none cxcelling him in orig-
inality, culture, and eloquence.

At the Paris Exhibition next year, it isintended to illns-
trate all the religions of the earth, past and present. Idols,
manuscripts, and all tangible symbols of religions, will be
shown in & museum building which it is expected will cost
£40,000.

The State convention of the colored Baptists of one of
the American States has adopted a resolution to the effect
that * no minister be allowed to preach the gospel who
fought prohibition during the late canvass,” and refusing
to recognize such ministers hereafter in convention.

Some time ago the statement was made that the Turk-
ish authorities intended to place very severe restrictions on
Christian education in that country. Tt now appears that
the diplomatic representatives of the different Powers
have so earnestly resisted this measure that it has been
withdrawn.

Bolivia, with an area of 500,000 square miles, and a
population of 2,000,000, has not a single Protestant mis-
sionary. Two Awmerican teachers encouraged by Bolivian
gentlemen, and recomnended by the Presbyterian Board
of Missions, expect soon to establish a school in La Pag,
the capital. .

According to the census of 1880, there wore at that tim
only 810 Roman Catholics in Sweden, and the number was
proportionately small in Norway. The King of Norway
and Sweden is said to be the only sovereign in. Europe
who refnsed to send congratulations to the Pope on the
occasion of hig recent jubilee.

-
SECULAR.

The Chinese alphabet is said to contain 30,000 charac-
ters.

The increase in wealth in Great Britain from 1870 to
1880 was £1,540,000,000.

The telephone affords a convenient means of communica-
tion with patients having infectious diseases.

The University of Paris is said to he the oldest
university in the world. It was founded in A.D. 1253,

An asylum for inebriates in the city of Chicago, ve-
ceives a thousand patients a ycar, about one-third of
whom are saved.

According to the report or the United States Geological
Survey, the value of the mineral products of that country
for the year 1886 cxceeds £93,000,000.

Dr. Bernardo, the philanthropist, has secured 5,000
acres of land in Canada for an industrial farm. He has
erected buildings at a cost of £4,000, and will soon have
accommodations for 80 boys.

Acecording to Russian statistics, the population of that
empire is 108,787,235, of whom 81,725,185 are in Furope.
The total number of schools of all sorts is 41,492, with
an attendance of only 2,489,934.

The jubilee memorial to the Quesn in favor of pro-
hibiting the sale of liquor on Sunday, which has just been
handed in, bears the signatures of 1,132,608 women, and
is said to be tlie largest ever presented.

A farm of 208 acres, with two houses, barns, etc., has
been presented to the City Missionary Society of Hart-
ford, Connecticut. The property will be used in the
interests of the Fresh-air Charity, and may lead to the
founding of an industrial school.

Professor Kirchoff says that the Chincse language is
spoken by 400,000,000 persons, Hindostani by a number
sotmewhat exceeding 100,000,000, English by more than
100,000,000, Rugsian by inore than 70,000,000, German
by 58,000,000, and French by about 40,000,000.

Printing was first done in America in the City of
Mexico in 1589. At this time there were 200 printing
offices in Europe. The second printing machine on the
American continent was set up in Lirma, Peru, and the
third in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1639.

A gerious famine is prevailing in Central and Bastern
Turkey, and thousands who have sold their clothing to
buy food are now both naked and hungry. Missionaries
fromn England and Ainerica are doing all in their power
to relieve the distress. .

It is French enterprise that is promoting the scheme
of constructing a railroad through the valley of the
Buphrates. The plan is to connect the coast of Syria
with the Persian Gulf; this wonld shorten communication
with the Bast ten days as compared with the Panama
canal route.

The British Consul at Rochelle;, France, says that owing
to the vine disease a comparatively small quantity of
cognac is now produced in the district where he resiaes;
yet the export i as large as ever. The deficiency is made
up by the import of irmmnense quantities of cheap potato
spirit fromn Germany, which, after treatment, is sent to
England and other countries as French brandy.
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ACIFIC HEALTH JOURNAL AND TEM.
PERANCE ADVOCATE.

A thirty-two page monthly magazine, devoted to the dissemination of
true temperance principles, and instruction in the art of preserving health.’
1t is emphatically A Journa! for the People. Containing what everybody
wauts to kuow, and is thoroughly practical, Its range of subjects is uu-
limited, embracing everything that in any way affects the health. Its
articles being short and pointed, it is specially adapted to farmers, mechan-
ics, and housekeepers, who have but little leisure for reading. Itis just
the journal that every family needs, and may be read with profit by all,
Price, 68, per year. .

BIBLE ECHO, North Fitzroy, Melbourne, Victoria.

@OOD HEALTH.,

This Journal has enjoyed a long period of progressive progperity. Every
year its publishers hive added some new feature or department, or greatly
improved those which it already contained, until now it hs Ten Distincl
Departments, each comprising a g.od variety of interesting andi structive
articles. They are General Hygiene, Happy Fireside, Popular Science, Social
Purity, Bible Hygiene, Editorial, Domestic Medicine, The-Question Box, Hygiene
Jor Young Folks, Science for the Household.

Such a fund of information on so important topies is not combined in
any other journal. The publishers have placed the jourial within the
reach of all by the nominal price they are charging forit. It is 2 monthly
journal of thirty-two pages,and can be liad for five shil ings per annum,
posi-paid. For Six Shillings the subseriber may obtain s a premium a
valuable work, entitled, ¢ Practical Minual of Hygiene and Temperance.’
Persons wi hing to procure this valuable jou nal, with or without preminm.
can do so by sending the am tnt b post-office order or otherwisc to

BIBLE KCITO, North Fitzroy. Molhonrne, Victoria,

ﬁHE GREAT CONTROVERSY

BETWEEN
Christ and Satan from the. Destruction of Jerusalem
to the End of Tume.

BY MRS. E. G. WHITE,

Author of “The Life of Christ,” “Sketches from the Life of Paul”
“Bible Sanctincation,” and other popular works,

9,J00 COPIES SOLD IN FOUR MONTHS.

The period of history which it covers is one of deepest interesttc
every Christian, and the fact that the closing chapters relate to the
present duty and the future experience of the people of God adds svitl
greater interest to the volume.

Earnest Christians of all denominations will find in itencourige-
ment and instruction in the delineation of the struggle maintained by
men raised up of God in each successive age to preserve the pureand
true religion, and they will see that the world has been led to accept
one after another of Satan’s devices, tilt her teachers are corrupted
with false doctrines and with infidelity.

Quer 500 pages. Price, illustrated, 8s
BIBLE ECHO, North Fitzroy, Vietoria

OME HAND BOOK OF HYGIENE AND
RATIONAL MEDICINE.
BY J. H, KELLOGG, M. D.

Member of the American and British Associations
Jor the Advancement of Science;
The Societé ' Hygiene of France, ctc., etc.

This book contains 1,568 pages, and is illustrated with 500 engrav-
ings, including 26 full-page colored plates, and a paper manikin,
It is a perfect encyclopedia of physiology, hygicne, and the treatment
of isease, and is the most comprehensive, and praetical scientifie
work ever published on the subjects of which it treats. In more than
10,000 hauseholds, it is considered indispensable. Prices, cloth, 34s;
shecp, 42s; morroco, 50,

PACTS FOR THE TIMES.

BY GEORGE I. BUTLER,

This is a valuable work for reference. It is a compilation of facts,
bringing together a mass of testi nony showing the fulfillment of
prophecy, and the present condition of society. Tt contans valuable
statistics on wmany subjects, religious and moral. By these is shown
the alarming increase, on sea and land, of disease, varthquakes, cy-
clones, and other disturbances, 280 pp. Price, 2s 6d.

mEMPERANOE CHARTS.

These are a set of ten colored lithographic plates which depict in
the most graphic munner, the ravages of alcohol among the delicate
structures of the human body. The ten plates comprice thirty-eight
different figures, exhibiting very forcibly the effects of aleohol and
tobacco upon the heart, blood, brains, Inngs, nerves, muscles, liver,
kidneys and pulse of the devotees of these poisons. In the hands of
an ordinary speaker even, these charts are made most potent advo.
cates of temperance, Some are already in use in the Colonies with
good effect, Price, £3 10s.

SKE'[‘OHES OF THE LIFE OF PAUL.

BY MRS. E, G, WHITE,
Author of Great Controversy, Life of Christ, Min-
istry of Peter, etc.

A nicely bound book of 334 pages ornamented in gold and black.,
The incidents in the life of the great apostle are made to stand out in
great promience, and the reader cannot fail to be interested in the
subject, as treated by this author. Price, 2s. 6d.

ELAIN FACTS FOR OLD AND YOUNG.

BY J. H. KELLOG@, M. D.

This work has passed through fourteen editions in the last three
years. Itis commended by leading jomynalists, clergymen, physicians.
and others who have examined it. It is a handsome octavo volume of
512 pages Price, 195 64d.

}EHE HOME OF THE SAVED,

BY PLDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH,

GIVES the Bible evidence upon the interesting topic of the earth
made new, as the inheritance of the saints. 82 pp. Price, 6d.
BIBLE ECHO, .
North Fitzroy, Victoria

ABBATH READINGS FOR THE HOME
CIRCLE.

A most careful selection of short stories especially adapted to the
wantof youth and children; but will be found of interest to older
persons. Nothing has been admitted in these pages but that which
may be read with propriety on the Sabbath. Each picce is cateulated
to itlustrate somie prineiple of virtue which ought to be cultivated by
every ome, Four volumes of 400 pages each. Price for the set, 10s.

@OMING CONFLICT.

BY W. H, LITTLEJOUN,

This work presents to the mind of the reader the leading religious
question of America, and one that is at the present time attracting
attention in all parts of the world, It shows the tendency of th-t
Goverment to form a State religion and become a persecuting puwer
It will interest and instruct alt. 383 pp. Price, 48,

€

7YHE WAY OF LIFE FROM PARADISE
LOST TO PARADISE RESTORED.

A Dbeautiful allegorical steel engraving, 24 by 30 inches, illus-
trating the history of man as related to the plan of salvation, from
the first transgression to the restoration of the race to its Midenie
holiness,

In the center of the engraving, the most prominent of all, stands
the cross with its dying vietim, The shadcw of the cross is shown
extending back through the ages even to the garden of Eden, to point
sinners from the earliest time to the “Lamb of God.,” The priest is
seen offering the lamb for the penitent, pointing him to Christ who is
t0 come, for the atonement of his faults. Coining by the cross, the
scene changes, and instead of typesand shadows, the menrorlfals o
the gospel, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are beautifully represented,
The pieture is very comprehensive, and will repuy oareful study. It
is suitable to adorn any parlor or public hall, and has been valued ip
America at 30s, Pricein the Colonies, 8s.

ONG ANCHOR AND TEMPHERANCE &
GOSPEL SONGS.

These are two books bound in one volume, making an aggrgeate of
464 pages, The Song Anchor contains nearly 250 favorites for
Sabbath-school and praise service with music, 28 of these were
written expressiy for the book, and appear in no other work published.
The Temperance and Gospsel Songs contain nearly 200 pieces, both
music and words being mostly original. Itis adopted to the grand
army of temperance workers throughout the land, We can recom-
mend it to all, Price, 3s 6d.
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THE article “Some Sunday Texts Examined” in the
% Bible Student ” is the conclusion of the review of Mr,
Harris’s articles on the Sabbath question in the Victorian
Freeman.

Ox Friday, May 4, Bro. Wm. Arnold, who Las been con-
nected with the work in Australia from the commencement,
left for London, With his associate in the work of can-
vassing for Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, he
sold 2,168 books in the colonies.

SINCE the quarterly report of the Melbourne Tract So-
ciety was published, additional items of labor Lave been
received, making the entire number of pages of reading
matter distributed 25,213 ; letters written, 64 ; readings
held, 18 ; subscriptions obtained, 31 ; periodicals distribu-
ted, 833.

THE next annual rcunion of the Melbourne S, D. A,
Sabbath-school is to be held early in July. An attractive
programune, consisting of songs, addresses, recitations, etc.,
has been prepared, and an enjoyable occasion is anticipated.
Early notice.is given that all who can do so may make ar-
rangements to attend.

I the article on *The Papacy in European Politics,” in
this paper, a Swiss writer is quoted as saying, “ Protest-
ants there are, but Protestantism is dead.” This is espe-
cially true in the United States, where churely union is a
very popular subject of discussion. So liberal have the
Protestants become that they can even extend the hand of
fellowsbip to their neighbors of Ron.e, and if there is any
Bible doctrine that they consider worth contending for, it
would be interesting to know what it is.

According to a late paper, “ the subject discussed before
the regular monthly meeting of the Presbyterian Social
Club of New York City, recently was ‘The Relation of the
Roman Catholic Church to Our Common Work.” The Rev.
Drs. Philip Schaff, Jolm Hall, Howard Crosby, II. W.
Tield, and others, took part. Dr. Schaff, after a brief but
masterly sketch of the history of the Roman Church, de-
clared that, as the Catholie Church had survived the terrific
shocks of the Reformation, and stands to-day the largest
visible Christian Church, God must have some gieat work
for it to do. If immorality and infidelity are the great
dangers of our time, the Catholic Church is theally of the
Protestant Cliurch in the warfare against them.” This
was not permitted to pass withont a dissenting voice
being raised.

A GENTLEMAN residing in New South Wales, evidently
a reader of the Ecuo, wishes to take part in the Sabbath
discussion in this paper by culling attention to the ten
commandments as rehearsed to the children of Israel by

‘| Moses and recorded in Deut. 5. He says this chapter

mentions no definite day; but in v. 14 we read: “The
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” He
quotes v. 15 : “And remember that thou wast a servant in
the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought
thee out thence throngh a mighty hand and by a stretched-
out arm ; therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to
keep the Sabbath day,” as giving the trne reason for Sab-
bath-keeping. And he contends that Ex, 20:11: “For
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,” ete., “isquite
foreign to the arguments at issue,” while Dent. 5:15 “ig
in harmony with the first verse of the ten commandinents,
and is in keeping with the deliverance of the Israelites
from the bondage of Egypt.” We cannot agree with our
correspondent that the words found in Ex. 20 :11, which
were spoken by the voice of God, and twice written with
his own finger on tables of stone, are “foreign to the
subject.” Their authorship is too good to admit of sucha
conclusion. As to Deut. 5:15, Thomas Scott, a well-
known English commentator, gives the following sensible
exposition —

“The original reason for hallowing the Sabbath, taken
fron creation, is not here mentioned. This indeed must
ever remain valid, and it was well known to the people.
But they were also required to remember their oppressed
state in Egypt, and their wonderful deliverance ; and while
they worshiped and gave thanks to their great and gracious
Deliverer, mmanely to allow respite from labor to their
servants, and even heathen slaves, and piously afford them
an cpportunity of becoming acquainted with Jehovah, and
worshiping him ; from which advantages they themselves
had been cruelly and impiously restricted by their Egyp-
tian oppressors.”

Deut. 5:15 is not a good Sunday text. In faet, there

is nothing in the entire chapter to establish the claims of
Sunday as the Sabbath of the Lord.
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THE SABBATH REFORM IN EUROPE,

TrE readers of tiie BcHO are aware that the work of
Sabbath reform which has been going forward in Aus-
tralia forthe past three years is not one of local interest.
It is a movement confined to no one nation, or to any
patticular portion of the earth. It lias found its way in
the United States of America froin the Atlantic to the
Pacific, and entered every State and Territory, until at
the present tie there are many thousands who meet
regularly for worship each Sabbath, as also nany familics
living by themselves who are observing the Sabbath of
the Lord. The islands of the sea have also received the
light of present truth. On one of the islands the entire
population are observing the Sabbath, and rejoicing in the
truth. In another column will be found a letter fromn one
of the believers on this island The whole company, over
one hundred, have taken their stand as the result of a few
weeks’ visit by one of our brethren,

But what we wished to speak of particularly in this’
article is the progress of the work on the continent of
Lurope. Itisabout twelve years since the Sabbath re-
form was perimanently established in Switzerland, although
there were scattered believers in the doctrine previous to
this time. The work has progressed until in every nation
in Burope there are found witnesses for the Sabbath. In
Russia, where the laws are the most rigid in reference to
the ohservance of the seventh day, the truth is making
most rapid progress. In Soathern Russia, in Caucasia, on
the Velga, and in other parts of that great nation, many
Christians are Dlelievers in these same truths which we
profess. Acting as colporters, are six or seven persons,
who go from house to house and from village to village.
They are often arvested on the charge of proselyiing, a
criminal offense in the eyes of Russian law; but to this
charge they plead not guilty, and when the individuals
who lave changed their faith are themselves brought be-
fore the magistrate as witnesses, in reply to the question
as to who influenced them to change their faith, they
answer invariably, “The Bible.” Public preaching is not
permitted; except in houses which have been confirmed
Ly the magistrate. It is allowable to visit families and
read the Bible with them, but not to use arguments to in-
duce the persons to change their faith. In this way the
truth is progressing in Southern Russia, and even in
Siberia.

At Basel, Switzerland, we have a large printing office,
where about forty hands are employed. I spent a Sab-
bath and Sunday in Mareh at 3asel. Onr people have g
commodious place of worship, in which there were three
congregations, French, German, and English, and while
we spoke in Knglish, translators took up the discourse,

sentence by sentence, and repeated it to those of their
respective nationalitizs who were seated on opposite sides
of the roomn. At the close of the remarks, an opportnuity
was given those who desired the special pravers of God’s
servants, or who wished to signity their desire to take
their stand npon the Sabbath, to make it manifest by ris-
ing to their feet. So many arose that at first we ques-
tioned the propriety of calling them forward, as it woukd
simiply requive » change of their positions; but about
fifty came forward, representing atleast four nationalities,
and there we songht God together. Prayers were offered
in French, (ferman, an.l Koglish, and the Spirit of God
came near and touched all hearts. There are thirteen
active colporters in Gerinany and Switzerland, and a num-
ber in France and other pirtions of the continent. Some
of these are selling as many as ten books per day.

The truth has also found its way into Holland, and
there are many in that country observing the seven th-
day Sabbath. In the Scandinavian countries there are
three organized Conferences, in Denmark, Norway, and
Sweden, and a large publishing house has been established
at Christiania, the chyrch at that place having a member-
ship of over one hundred. Thus on the continent the
truth is rapidly spreading. and in all nations there arc believ-
ers rejoicing in the truth.

Less than a year ago we commenced work in London,
and a goodly nuinber have taken their stand to keep God’s
commandments, and many more arc on the point of decid-
ing. Mostof those who have taken their stand are fromn
the Churcli of England and some from the High Chureh.
At the present time some are connecting themselves with
our training school to prepare for work in the cause of
Christ.. We look forward at no distant day to sec scores
engaged in the work in this great city. One clergyman
of the Chureh of England has connected himnself with the
work. ‘

We have nothing but words of encouragement as re-
lates to the progress of the truth. There is no nation, so
far as our knowledge goes, which has not representatives
of God’s truth for these days. The providence of God
has gone before his work, and hearts are prepared for the
reception of the trath. The islands which lave waited
for God's law ave being reached by the message of
warning.

But while the trutl is encircling the earth, we do not
expect to see the world converted to it. On the other
hand, we see the beast, the papacy, spreading its influence
over the nations of the earth as we have not in the past.
It has been thought by many that the reign of the papacy
was over, and Protestants have supposed that this power
could no longer wield the sceptre over the nations of the
earth ; but the papal jubilee celebration has shown what a
hold this mystery of iniquity has upon the world. Costly
presents were sent to the Pope from most of the rulers of
the earth. 1In Saint Paul’'s Cathedral in London has
recently been ercoted a splendid altar, imitating the
Catholics. Some Chuarch of England ministers ave teach-
ing the children to call them ‘‘Iather,” and to say the
« Blessed Virgin Mary,” and to bow before the crucifix.
Progress toward Rome is seen on every hand. The warn-
ing of the third angel’s message against the worship of
the beast is timely, and none too soon. God is preparing
his harvest, while Satan is stirring up that power, which
has for some time been curtailed in its influence to some
extent, to put forth its greatest and final efforts in the
struggle between truth snd error. There is light for the
people of God, but a great battle is to be -fought before
victory comes. We can say to the friends in the colonies,
Gird on your armour, and be strong in God, for the truth
will triumph and bear off the victory. S. N. H

A storM of phenomenal severity visited the Atlantic
coust States, America, last March, It commenced on the
11th inst., and raged for nearly three days. In the great
centers, business and traffic were suspended, and railroad
and telegraph lines were inactive. Communication be-
tween Boston and New York was by cable zig Liverpool .
The financial loss to New York alone is estimated at over
£2,000,000, and to the States involved at not less than
£4,000,000, There was great suffermg.' Business men
perished on their way to or from their offices’; many lives
were lost, the entire number being variously stated in

different papers.

Irisu prelates are dissatisfied with the Pope’s action in
condemning the methods of the National League
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ENGLAND is agitated over the European outlook, and is’
placing her army on a war-footing
e
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ANOTHER attempt has been made on the life of the Czar.
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