 Sanctify them through thy truthj thy Word is truth.”

John 17:17.
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A LONG ROAD TO THE MILLENNIUM,

PeorLE who say that men are living into *“a
gentler and better time ” would find some difficulty
in explaining away the endless list of tragedies and
. barbarities which ecrowd themselves into the chronicle
of any single week. The casual reader who has
taken hold lately of any newspaper on Monday morn-
ing las been sickened at the catalogue of battery and
bloodshed confronting him. Whether it is that the
day of rest supplies Satan with his opportunity of
finding misclief for idle hands to do, or that the
Saturday night’s spree is respmnsible, the fact is that
Monday has come to be a special day of horrors.
The doleful story goes on-—drink, suicide, and mur-
der ; murder, suicide, and drink. Traly, if the world
is growing beiter and gentler and brighter, as we
would fain hope in spite of the facts we cite, it has
a long distance to travel yet before it reaches its
millennium,—Daily Telegraph.

*

* *

CULTIVATE SIMPLICITY.

O~E of the greatest charms of character is sim-
plicity; but it is the charm which of all others
appears to be most difficult of attainment or preser-
vation. Simplicity is the note of real refinement,

" of thorough taste, and of genuine culture. The
absence of it is the evidence of svme form of ini-
maturity, some kind of crodity of taste. The
greatest things, the most beautiful things, and the
most enduring things are always simiple. When
Savonarola was put to the rack with the expectation
that many seerets would be wrung from him, he
declared that his secrots were few because his par-
poses had been great. The more comprehensive
the man’s character, the greater the work of art,
the more marked will be the element of simplicity
in both, Real elegance ie a rare qnality ;
apparently, because most people confuse it with
some form of display or elaboration. There are
few who can secure prosperity without parting with
simplicity. First elaboration and then some false
note of seli-consciousness, iuflation, or that kind of
social pride which is only anosher name for vul-
garity, are likely to manifest themselves. It is well
to remember that in all this there is an inevitable
element of valgarity ; that social life, on its finer
“sides, is a delicate and beaatiful art, and, like all art,
-must be sintple and sincere if it is to be really beauti-
ful. Here, as elsewhere, the sound rule is to hold

rare,

constantly before one the highest aim+; and to let
those aims express themselves naturally through all
one's actions and surroundings. T. preserve sim-
plicity, one must be unaffectedly attachel to noble
things,——Christian Union.

*
*

*
MRS. GRATTAN GUINNESS CRITICISES.

GeNeraL Boors proposes some preventive and
some remedial measures; some for temporal and
some for spiritual benefit. Good ! But why does
he not admit that there are already wmore than a
thousand well-known charitable organizations suc-
gessfully at work in London alone, actually carrying
oub these very measares ; that they have been doing
so for from ten to fifty or niore years past, and that
the state of things we all deplore exists in spite of
their efforts? Ouly that fact enables us to judge
fairly as to the prospects of the new scheme!
Chiristian people are, as General Booth knows, already
spending ten millions and a half in public charities,
and it is estimated seven wiillions more in private
charities, und yet things are as they are! Only this
fact euables us to judge how far the expenditure of
an additional thirty thousand by the Salvation Army
is likely very materially to alter the case. Why
omit it in the statement ?— Regions Beyond.

*

* %
WHAT PARLIAMENT COSTS.

Tur cheapness of our Government is often com-
pared with the expensive machinery of the United
States ; but when all the facts are in, we have no
ground for boasting. Without counting the expense
of Royalty, which luxury alone consumes millions to
support, Parliament itself runs away with a consider-
Lt appears [rom papers just presented to
Parliament that the House of Lords costs the coun-
try close upon £71,000. This includes the salaries
and pensions of the Lordsof Appeal (£27,750), and
is calculated after due allowanee of a sum of £25,-
000 received in connection with judicial proceedings,
private bills, and taxation of ecosts. The Lord
Chancellor receives £4000 as Speaker of the House
of Lords, and £6000 as President of the Supreme
Court and of the Cuancery Division. Black Rod
has a cowmfortable emolument of £2000, besides an
official residence, and his income as an admiral on
the Retired List. Over £124,000 is the cost of
the House of Commons, after a deduction of
£22,000 received in fees. The Speaker's salary,
which is charged . to the Consolidated Fund, is
£5000, aud the pension of the late Speaker is
£4000. Tne other salaries and allowances in the
Speaker’s department mount up to between £8000
and £9000. The Chairman of Ways and Means
receives £2500, The Cierk of the House has
£2000 and an official residence, and the salaries and
allowances of his department make the figure mount
up to nearly £24,000. Then the department of the
Sergeant-at- Anns costs about” £11,000, his own
emoluments being £1200, besides an official resi-

able sum.

WORLDLINESS IN THE CHURCH.

THE greatest danger to the church of God to-day
springs from the spirit of worldliness which ig in-
vading it. The criticism can be justly made that
the church is used by multitudes as the arena of
fashion. They go theve to display their splendid
apparel and to see what their neighbors or strangers
are wearing. Fine feathers, costly laces, seal-
skins, silks and velvets, more such
‘worshippers of mamwmon than texts of Seripture,
or eorrect expositions of them.  The lust of
the eye and the pride of life aflord the ost
subsle and perilous forms of temptation. Thousands
are unconsciously subjected to these temptations, and
become their victims without being fully aware of it
themselves. So little do they know their own hearts
and secret impulses, that probably they would resent
with scorn the accusation of being worldly and of
entering the sanctuary to show off their fineries, or
to see the hats and cloaks of other ladies. Yet this
is too often and too sadly the exact truth. The
proof of it is that such people stay away from divine
services when they have ““mnothing to wear,” which
means when their garments are just a little out of
style ; or when they cannot hope to see o fine array
of new hats and flowers.

Our Methodist brethren used to preach much
against devotion to dress. Do they doit yet 7 Ordo
other Christians stand on guard against the vanities
of life as much as they ought ?—Christian at Work.

*

* % :
INDICATIONS IN THE EAST.

are to

A corresPONDENT of the London ZI%mes writes
from Odessa: ‘ Upward of 4000 infantry, seven
batteries of artillery, and six sotnias of Cossacks
have lately been dispatehed from the Crimea to the
Russo-Turkish frontier. The roads to the Caucasus,
which underwent repairs last year, have been under-
going a thorough inspection, large bodies of troops
being occupied in this work ; and I hear from an
eye-witness that those in the districts of Tiflis, Kars,
Medshengert, Olti, Ardahan, and Achalzich have
been put into a thorough state of repair, and are in
a splendid condition. A large force of artillery has
lately arrived at Kars and Olti, with several heavy
guns and a large quantity of ammauanition and other
war material, Additional barracks have been con-
structed near the different military stations, for the
accommodation of large bodies of troops, as well as
places for the storage of ammunition and food. With
all these significant military preparations slowly but
gradually going on in the Caucasus, and the reported
political disturbances now taking place in Armenia,
it may be well to remiud the Turkish authorities at
Constantinople that, in the event of a revolt of
their Armenian subjects against the rule of the
Sultan, and their applying to Russia for assistance,
there are upwards of 100,000 Russian troops near
her frontier in the Caucasus, at the present moment,
ready to be sent to their aid, if the White Czar
should so desire.”-—Admerica,

dence.-—Christian Commonwealth,
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. ‘ THE BEAUTIFUL HILLS.

O THE beauntiful hills where the saints will rest,
When the Lord has made all things new ;

Where we shall forget, in the smiles of God,
The toils we have journeyed through,

We have seen those hills in their brightness rise
By the eye of faith below,

And we've felt the thrill of immortal eyes
In the night of our darkest woe.

The cities of yore that were reared in crime,
. And renowned by the praise of seers,
Went down in the tramp of old King Time.
To sleep with his grey-haired years ;
" But the-beautifnl hills rise bright and strong
Thro’ the smoke of old Time's red wars,
As on that day when the first deep song
Rolled up from the morning stars,

-We dream of rest on the beautiful hills,
Where the trav’ler shall thirst no more ;
And we hear the hum of a thousand rills
That wander the green glens o'er.

We'il grasp the hands of the martyred ones,
Who have braved the world’s rude strife,
And shout with them o'er the vict’ry gained,

And the crown of immortal life.

Our arms are weak, yet we would not fling

To our feet this load of ours;
. The winds of spring to the valleys sing,

And the twf replies with flowers,—

And thus we learn on our wintry way
That our Father rules as he wills ;

And the byreath of God on our souls shall play
Till we reach those radiant hills.

Cro.—Then sing of the beautiful hills,
That rise from the ever green shore
O sing of the beautiful hills,
Where the weary shall toil no more.
—dJ. Q. Clark.

Gewora) Drticles,

PAUL’S LAST LETTER.

MRS, E, G. WHITE,

- Frowm the judgment-hall of Camsar, Paul returned
to his prison-house, knowing that trath had
triumphed for the time, and that to have proclaimed
a crucified and risen Saviour before the vast throng
who had listened to his words, was in itself a victory.
The apostle’s speech had gained him many friends,
and he was visited by some persons of rank, who
accounted his blessing of greater value than the
favor of the emperor of the world, But there was
one friend for whose sympathy and companionship
he longed in those last trying days., That friend
was Timothy, to whom he had committed the care of
the church at Ephesus, and who had therefore been
left behind when he made his last voyage to Rome.
The affection between this youthful laborer and the
apostle began with Timothy’s conversion through
the labors of Paul; and the tie had strengthened as
they had shared together the hopes and perils and
toils of missionary life, until they seemed to be as
one. The disparity in their ages and the difference
in their characters ade their interest and love for
each other more earnest and sacred. The ardent,
zealous, indomitable spirit of Paul found repuse and
comfort in the mild, yielding, retiring character of
Timothy, The faithful ministration and tender love

of this tried companion had brightened many a dark
hour of the apostle’s life. All that Melancthon was
to Luther, all that a son could be to a loved and
honored father, that was the youthful Timothy to the
tried and lonely Paul.
, And now, sitting day after day in his gloomy cell,
knowing that at a word or nod from the tyrant Nera
his life may be sacrificed, Paul thinks of Timothy,
and determines to send fur him. Under the most
favorable circumstances, several months must elapse
before Timothy can reach Rome from Asia Minor,
Paul knows that his own life, for even a single day,
is uncertain, and he fears that Timothy may arrive
too late, or may hesitate through fear of the dangers

to be encountered. He has important counsel and
instruction for the young man to whom so great re-
sponsibility is intrusted, and while urging him to
come without delay, he dictates the dying testimony
which he may not be sparved to utter. His soul is
filled with loving solicitude for his son in the gospel,
and for the churchi under his care, and he earnestly
seeks to impress upon him the importance of fidelity
to his sacred trust,

The words of Paul to Timnothy apply with equal
force to all the ministers of Christ, to the close of
time : « [ charge thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and
the dead at his appearing and his kingdom :
Preach the word ; be instant in season, out of
season ; reprove, rebuke, exliort with all long-suffer-
ing and dogtrine,”

This solemn charge to one so zealous and faithful
as was Timothy, is an emphatic testimony to the
great importance and responsibiliy of the gospel
ministry. The apostle summons Timothy, as it were,
before the bar of infinite justice, and in the most
impressive manner charges himn to preach the Word ;
not the customs or sayings of men, bust the Word of
God ; to preach il as one in earnest,—¢ instant in
season, out of season,”’-—whenever an opportunity
was presented ; at stated times and occasionally ; to
large congregations, to private circles ; by the way,
at the fireside ; befure friends and enemies ; to one
ag well ay o wmany ; whether lie could speak with
safety or would be exposed to hardship and peril,
reproach and loss.

Timothy suffered from physical infirmities, and
the apostle, tender and compassionate as lte was, felt
it necessary to warn him to neglect no duty on this
account, And fearing that his mild, yielding dis-
position might lead him to shun an essential part
of his work, Paul exhorts him to be faithful in
reproving sin, and even to rebuke with sharpness
those who were guilty of gross evils. Yet le is w0
do this “with all long-suffering and doctrine ; he
must wanifest the patience and love of Christ, aud
must explain and enforce his reproofs and exhor-
tations by the Word of God.

To hate and reprove sin, and at the same time to
manifest pity and tenderness for the sinner, is a diffi-
cult astainment. The niore earnest our own efforts
to attain to loliness of heart and life, the more
acute will be our perception of sin, and the more
decided our disapproval of any deviation from right.
We must guard against undue severity toward the
wrong-dver. But while we should seek tv encourage
him in every effort to correct his errors, we must be
careful not to lose sight of the exceeding sinfulness
of sin. While there is need of Christlike patience
and love toward the erring, there is constant danger
of manifesting so great toleration for his error that
he will consider himself undeserving of reproof, and
will reject it as uncalled-for and unjust.

Ministers of the gospel whose characters are other-
wise almost faultless, frequently do great harm by
allowing their forbearance toward the erring to de-
generate intu toleration of their sins, and even par-
ticipatior with them. In this easy-going way they
excuse and palliate that which the Word of God con-
demns ; and after.a time they become so blinded as
even to commend the very ones whom God ecom-
mands thewm to reprove. The only safe-guard against
these dangers is to add to patience godliness,—to
reverence Giod, his character and his law, and to keep
his fear ever before the mind, By communion wish
God, through prayer and the reading of his Word,
we should cultivate such a sense of the holiness of
his character that we shall regard sin as he regards it.
~ Godliness leads to brosherly kindness ; and those
who do not cherigh the one, will surely lack the other.
He who has blunted his moral perceptions by sinful
leniency toward those whom God condemns, will
erelong commit a greater sin by severity and harsh-
ness toward those whom God approves. Viewed

through the perverted medium of an unconsecrated
spirit, the very integrity and faithfulness of the true-
hearted Christian will appear censurable.

By the pride of human wisdom, by contempt for
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and disrelish for the
humbling truths of God's Word, many who profess
to be Christians, and who feel competent to teach
others, will be led to turn away from the require-
ments of God. Paul d:clared to Timothy : * The
time will come when they will not eadare sound doe-
trine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears ; and they
shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables.”

The apostle dves not here refer to the openly irre-
ligious, but to professed Christians who have indulged
inclination until they are enslaved by their own un-
governed passions,—*led away with divers lusts.”
Such desire to heat doctrines that will not interfere
with their sinful course, or condemn their pleasure-
loving propensities. Hence they are offended by the
plain words of the faithful servants of Christ,‘ and
choose thuge teachers who will praise aud flatter them
instead of rebuking their sins. These teachers * they
heap to themselves' as special favorites. Even
among the professed ministers of Christ, there are
many who do not preach the Word, but the opinions
of men. They have turned away their ears from
truth. The Lord has spken to them in his Word ;
but they do not care to hear his voice, because it
condemns their practices,

P
+
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A LESSON FROM ISRAEL ON UNBELIEF,

CHAS. L. BOYD.

UNBELIEF i3 not necessarily disbelief, but it
may be simply the absence of belief, It is the
opposite ol faith, * Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Un-
belief is the absence of that faith which accepts
ag proof a promise of God, Unbelief confuses the
mind, so that a man cannot do the things that other-
wise he would cheerfully perform,

Christ, with the consent of the Father, took apon
himself our nature and bore our sins, and it is only
by a living faith that we can be reconciled to God
through him and find forgiveness for our sins. Un-
belief renders the sufferings and the death of Christ
of no avail to us.

The promises of God to Abraham and his poster-
ity were twofold in their nature. They embraced a
conditional, temporary inheritance in the land of
Canaan ; but that land was only typical, the anti-
type of which Inspiration declares to be ¢ the world.”
Rom. 4:13. With no other evidence than the
promise of God, Abraham believed, went out, and
obeyed the commands of the Lord. The promises
were not fulfilled to him in this life; but with a
true, unyielding faith he held on to them, and died
in faith.

The journeying of the children of Israel to this
typical land of rest, was only a figure of the journey-
ing of the people of God tu their eternal rest in the
kingdom of God. Their history is a solemn admoni-
tion to us in these last days. [n 1 Cor. 10: 11 we
read : *“ Now all these things happened unto them
for ensamples ; and they are written for our admoni-
tion, upon whom the ends of the world are eome.”
The reason is evident. We are exposed to similar
dangers and temptations,

Many were the temptations to which they were
exposed, and many were the sins of which they were
guilty. But the great sin which led them into the
paths of disobedience, and which finally shut them
out of the land of promise, was unbelief. “So we
see that they could not enter in because of unbelief,”
The Lord says: “So I sware in my wrath, They
shall not enter into my rest.” And then comes the
solemn warning to us: “ Take heed, brethren, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,’
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Heb. 8 : 19, 11,12. In Heb. 4 : 1 we are exhorted
to “fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering
into hig rest, any of you should seem to come short
of it.” Againin verse 11 : “Let us labor therefore
to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the
gsame example of unbelief.” In verses 12 and 13,
the stern nature of the tests by which our cases will
be determined is presented : ““For the word of God
is quick and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder
of the soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight ; but all things ave naked
and opened to the eyes of him with whom we have
to do.” :

The lesson of faith which God designed to teach
ancient Israel was not learned. Unbelief was per-
mitted to remain in sheir hearts till their whole
soul was leavened by its unhallowed influence. In
the 11th chapter of Romans, the church is com-
pared to an “olive tree.” The Jews were branches
of this olive tree, and ¢ because of unbelief they
were broken off,” like the dry branches from a fruit
tree. Others, in whose hearts a measure of faith
was found, “were graffed in among them,” and
made partakers ¢ of the root and fatness of the olive
tree,” It seems that unbelief was the great sin
that was separating them from the Lord. This
separation need not be final. Taith was the one
thing wanting, ‘ And they also, if they abide not
still in unbelief, shall be graffed in; for God is able
to graff them in again.” Verse 28.

Unbelief is an evil fountain from which the most
bitter waters flow, Nothing but faith will cleanse
these waters. As Moses cast the tree which the
Lord showed him into the waters of Marah, so we
must cast the tree of Calvary into this bitter stream
of unbelief. We must take heed, or we shall fall
over this deceitful stmmbling-block. ‘“And this is
the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith,” 1 John 5: 4. Under the term ¢ world ”
are embraced such worldly influences as Satan uses
to overcome us. Right lere is the battle-ground ;
and it is faith only that will enable us to gain the
victory. :

PRSI
Pt

MADAGASCAR.

THE PEOPLE AND THEIR CUSTOMS.

' , PERCY T. MAGAN.

Mapaaascar is said to be, next to Australia, the
1ai'gest’ island in the world., Its length is 900 miles,
and its average breadth 300. It lies 100 leagues
from the South African ‘coast, on the east gide, 500
leagues from Arabia, and 700 from India. It has
a population variously estimated at from three to five
millions. The name * Madagasear " is of Earopean
origin, the original nomen being ¢ Nosinbambe,”
which means the ““island of wild hogs.”

The tribes are numerous, but may be roughly
divided into four light and four dark tribes. The
Hovas are the most powerful. But little is known
of their origin ; but there is nothing to show that
they came from the Alrican coast. They do not
seem to possess any of the customs or habits of the
African tribes. These all dress in skins, but the
* Malagasy never does. His garment is made from the
bark of the hibiscus tree. Thig is after the fashion
of the Polynesians ; so they are supposed to be of
Malay origin, having been blown out to sea in their
canoes, Lieat, Oliver in his work on the subject
says : It is evident that the Malagasy have never
deteriorated from any original condition of eiviliza-
tion ; for there are no relics of primeval civility to
be tound in their country,”

They seem to have advanced considerably in
the art of building houses and orginating elab.
orate fortifications, They have domesticated cows

and pigs, and cultivate large quantities of rice,
yams, and potatoes. There are some mules and
donkeys on the island, but until late years there was
That was the property of the daughter
of a British officer who was formerly settled there.
In regard to the domestication of cattle, they them-

but one horse.

selves refer it to but a comparatively recent date.
They even state that the use of beef was only
accidently discovered during the previous century.
A chief named Rabiby was superintending the plant-
ing of his rice, when he noticed that one of his men
was remarkable for his corpulence. He inquired the
reason, and the wan stated that some time previously
he had happened to kill a bullock, and had had the
curiosity to cook some of the meat. Liking the
tagte of it, he continued to kill and eat. Rabiby
tried the experiment himself, and gave a feast to all
his friends, The general impression was so favorable
that he gave orders for the bnilding of folds, in which
the cattle might be collected. He also extended the
native diet to the flesh of the wild hog. It is said
that some of the folds that he built are yet in
existence.

The Hovas have gradually extended their influence,
although in all parts it is not a controlling influence,
over the whole island. They are the lightest in
color., They have more of the Spanish than the
negro expression. The hair is black and long, and
is worn in various fashions, Many of the women
tie it in small knots, or bunches, all over their heads.
The women are, generally speaking, handsome ;
their shape is slender and delicate, skin soft and
glossy, and their teeth white and regular. The
married women are known by the manuer of wearing
the hair, which they twist in the formn of a bouquet on
top of the head.

The common dress of the men is simply a garment
called a “lamba.” This is fastened around the
waist and extends to the knees. "It is made of either
gsilk, cotton, or the filaments of the bark of the
banana, or other trees, as mentioned above. 'The
Hovas may be distinguished by their lambas, which
have a border of five broad stripes. Persons of note
ornament themselves with gold and silver chains,
bracelets, ete.  On occasions of festivities, their best
lambas are worn. These are usually made of white
sitk or cotton, very full, and reaching to the feet,
and having deep borders of silk marked with black
and red stripes and trimmed with silk lace of the
same colors, A silk cloak or robe is thrown over
their shoulders, ornamented with charms, beads, and
precious stones. The women also wear the lamba
extending to the feet, and above this a close-fitting
garment covering the whole body from the neck.
They, too, are made of dark silk or cotton. Ladies
of rank wear a silk shawl called a ¢ pagna.”

Their houses are formed of vegetable material.
The walls are made by driving posts into the ground
at unequal distances, and filling the spaces with
strong leaf-stalks from the ‘“traveller’s tree.” Hach
leaf-stalk is about ten feet high, and fixed in place
by flat lathes. The roofs are thatched with broad
leaves also from the wonderful ¢ traveller's tree.”
These are firmly tied to very steep rafters. The
eaves project well beyond the walls, so as to form a
verandah, The floor is covered with a sort of board-
ing from the same tree. The bark ig stripped off
and beaten flat, so as to form boards fifteen or
twenty [eet long.

In by-gone days slavery was carried on in the
istand to a greater or less extent; but the slaves
have never met with the same cruel treatirent that
they have in Africa. The hardest labor to which a
male slave would generally be subjected would be in
company with others to carry his master. The
women would be pat to drawing water from the wells
by means of cow's horns fastened to ropes.

They have never been known to be very supersti-
tious, although formerly snakes were regarded with

great veneration. The natives state that there are

no venomous snakes on the island. When a large
serpent would come into their houses, they would
merely guide it out with a large stick and tell it to
go away. But since the introduction of the Chris-
tian religion, all these things have materially changed.
Formerly they also had a custom of painting white
spots on their foreheads, or rings round the eye-ball,
which they claimed would avert the consequences of
bad dreams.
—_—— e ——————
TREASURES OF THE WORD, AND HOW
'TO FIND THEM.

CHAS. A. SMI H.

SoME of the most precious of earth’s treasures are
hidden deep beneath the surface, in rock, or marl,
or sand-drift, whence the seeker, through desire to
possess himself of their richness and beauty, delving
patiently, often with weariness, through days of
steady effort, brings forth with joy the object of his
search, prizing it the more for the time and effort
expended, So with the treasurés of wisdom and
knowledge. We often find them hidden where
patient, earnest search and steady, careful effort
alone, will give into our possession those gems
which are the truest riches of the soul. i

The Bible containe many precious truths under
parable and simile, in symbol and type, to invite
the searcher, to arouse the mental powers, and to
interest and stimulate the constant and aspiring
while it hides their beauty and glory from the care-
less, the ease-loving, and the wicked.

There is a sense in Which a thing maj be truly
said to be revealed, and yet be hidden. Tt may be
s0 laid in shadow that its mystery may arouse all
the curiosity of our nature ; and through that stir
up our energies to bring it into the light, that not
only its beauty and proportions may appear, but
that closer application and familiarity may make it
more fully and traly our own. It is thus brought
within the reach of our powers to uncover, but not
uncovered for us. And here is wisdom displayed
for our good. God reaches down to us and en-
courages us to reach up to him ; ‘and * Wisdom is
justified of all her children.” Some have questioned
the wisdom and love of God in giving, under these
various coverings, the important traths of his. Word,
and then holding man responsible for searching
them out ; but to the truly loyal heart, ** that will-
eth to do his will,” he has promised, “He shall know
of the doetrine.”

A few simple rales which will readily commend
themselves to the minds of the thoughtful, will help
us much, as they have others before us, in the
search for gems of truth stored for every one in the
Word of God. We should consider, first, who it is
that speaks or writes, not his name merely, but his -
office and authority ; second, to whom he speaks,
their condition and their relation to the speaker;
third, = the object to be attained ; fourth, the
method, or form, of speaking ; fifth, the circum-
stances uuder which it is given; sixth, the har-
mony of all the terms used.

If these are carefully followed with the mind freed
from selfish bias, and stored with facts in line with
thege snggestions, together with a strong love for
truth, there will be no failure,

Perhaps it will be well to make an application of
these rules, the better to test their practicability and
llustrate their importance. For this purpose let us
take the parable of John 10:1-5. Reading the
parable with its conneetions in the preceding chapter,
we tind, I, That Jesus is speaking, who had come
as the Anointel, the Messiah ; 2. He is speaking
to the Jews, the literal seed of Abraham ; 8. The
internal evidence of the parable shows that the object
was to tell how the true Shepherd might be known ;
4, The instruction was given under the form of a
parable ; 5. Jesus had been among them for some -
time. He had come just as the prophets had said
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he would. John had borne testimony of him before
the people in a marvellons manner, Jesus had
called hig disciples. They were following him and
" hearing his voice day by day. His mighty works
were attesting the truthfulness of his claim to the
Messiahship ; and as he stood before them that day
with all these evidences made emphatic by the
miracle of giving sight to one horn blind, whom they
had just cast out of their fellowship because he had
accepted Christ as a prophet, he brings before them
this very appropriate parable of himself and his
mission, which in the hardness of their hearts they
were rejecting.

‘He then gave them the key by which to open the
mystery, if indeed there could be any mystery about
such plain words, so fitted to the circumstances with
which they were so familiar, He said, “I am the
Good Shepherd.”

We have now to consider the harmonious relation of
all the terms used, and we shall with a certainty not to
be undermined, arrive at the solution of the parable.

Christ is the * Shepherd.” The ¢ door” is the
way by which he came; by which none but the
¢ true Shepherd” could come in. The false christs
were proved to be thieves and robbers by not coming
in by this “door.” This ¢ door,” therefore, was the
prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, which he
alone fulfilled or could fulfill.

The prophet John the Baptist was sent as a
¢ porter” waiting at the door to introduce those who
present themselves in a proper manner, *“ to prepare
the way of the Lord,” and in his testimony of Jesus
he said, ¢ that he should be made manifest to Israel;
therefore am I come baptizing with water,” Then
“ Israel” is the *¢ sheepfold” to which he came; for
it was the lost sheep of the house of Israel to whom
he was sent. Matt. 15:24, This is also confirmed
by John 10:16 : “ And other sheep T have which
are not of this fold,” ete. * And he calleth his own
sheep by name and leadeth them out.” Verse 3.
Chirist called his disciples by name ; * they followed
him ;” they were then the * sheep” of the parable.

While all these terms used in the parable may be
used in a similar or comparative sense in other
relations, yet we may feel confident that this is the
direct and special lesson it teaches,

We hope to follow some of these thoughts further
in the future.

Loyal, Wisconsin.

Sl
o

THE LAW AND TRADITION.

E. S. EBDALE.

" To wilfully tread upon one precept is to make void
God'slaw. The Pharisees, contending for tradition, or
custom, as usual, appealed to Christ : “ Why do thy

~disciples transgress the tradition of the elders ?”
Said Jesus : “ Why do ye also [what is more] trans-
gress the commandment of God by yonr tradition ?
For God commanded, saying, Honor thy father and
mother, . . But ye say, Whosoever shall say
to his father or his mother, It is a gift by whatsoever
thou mightest be profited by me, and honor not his
father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye
made the commandment of God of none effect by your
tradition,” Matt. 15 : 1-6. W hat, then, makes void
God’s law '—Traditional violation. But does not
God maintain his written and spoken Word
perfect ?—Yes; for he says, “Forever, O Lord,
thy word is settled in heaven.” Ps. 119: 89.
And David declares, “ Horror hath taken- hold
upon me because of the wicked that forsake thy
law.” «1It is time for thee, Lord, to work; for
they have made void thy law.” Ps. 119 : 53, 136.
“ Depart from me, ye evildoers ; for I will keep the
commandments of my God.” Verse115. ¢ There-
fore I love thy commandments above gold ; yes,
above fine gold.” Verse 127. What spirit, may
we ask, prompts so great love and reverence for the
divine law, questioned, trodden upon, and abused ?—

It is the Spirit of Christ ; the love that fulfills the
law, the Spirit of God that promises immortal life.
Rom. 8:11. ¢ Foras many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God.” Rom. 8: 14.
¢“ And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
1 John 3:3. *“And
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep
his commandments,” 1 John 2: 3.

These are not, as some assert now, to come after
Christ’s resurrection ; for the inspired apostle says :
“ Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you,
but an old commandment which ye had from the be-
ginning. The old commandment is the word which
ye have heard from the beginning.,” 1 John2:7.
The marvellous love of Christ, the apostie now de-
clares, as true light now shining., Comparative
darkness had obscured the light of God’s law ; but
Christ was the embodiment of trath. “In him wasg
life ; and the life was the light of men. And the
light shineth in darkness ; and the darkness compre-
hended it not.” John 1:4, 5. Let us, then, see
to it that the light in us be not darkness ; for “if the
light that is iu thee be darkness, how great is that
darkness?” How necessary it is,  Tnat Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height ; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth [carnal] knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fullness of God.” Eph.3: 17—
19. Then, and then only, can we say: « The law
of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of
gold and silver.” Ps. 119: 72, ‘

> —
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MY LIFE IN RUSSIAN PRISONS.

himself, even as he is pure.”

It may be of interest to the readers of the Fort-
nightly, how we prisoners in Russian cells contrive
to communicate with each other, First of all we
form a diagram divided into squares like a chess-
board, and each one of the squares represents a
letter in the Rnssian alphabet, The number of
knocks indicate first the horizontal line of squares,
then its vertical line, thus fixing the letter wanted.
The letters formed words, then sentences. The
gystem was simple in the extreme. It is fairly well
known to all prisoners, and is universally adopted ;
and even if one did not know it, a little common-
sense makes it easy to learn ; for the first question
asked is always, ©“ Who are you?” This can be
divined ; and once these letters are understood, the
systent explains itself. By this means, in my pre-
vious confinement, I had, as long as my health lasted,
carried on long and-interesting conversations with
my fellow-sufferers. A little patience was indeed
needed for this ; but patience is not a quality which
prisoners in Russia usually lack. But now this
privilege was to be denied to me by my state of
health. As I have said, my health was very bad
indeed when I was arrested in Odessa ; it became,
of course, worse during my stay in the tower of
Pougachoff, and here, in the fortress of St. Peters-
burg, it completely broke down. I gradually became
deaf ; thus communication by knocking was not
possible for me. Sometimes, too, in the past, the
gaoler, out of pity, spoke with me, of course in a
low tone of voice, but this solace too was denied to
me by my increasing deafness. I then drained to
the dregs the bitterness of solitary confinement—
such solitude as mine was, thank God, very few have
experienced, Between me and life my gaolers had
at Jast managed to draw an impenetrable shroud,
and there in my cell I lay for hours together, won-
dering only when the end would come. I had al-
most unlearned the power of speech. I remember
that when, about this time, my mother once visited
me, I could not say to her what I wanted to say. I
had forgotten the most ordinary words in my
Russian vocabulary, nor could I make the effort that
might have’enabled me at length to remember them,

I was on the verge of losing my mind. At last one
of the prosecuting officials found this out, and made
an order for me to be transferred to the House of
Preliminary Detention. The change was only just
made in time. In my new prison, the cells were
small and the food at least as bad as that of the
fortress ; but the awful discipline was not main-
tained. I was no longer cut off completely from all
intercourse with the living and with life, Now and
then I was spoken to by a gaoler; continually I
heard muffled sounds of life around my cell. I no
longer felt ag it I had heen buried slive in a vault,
and left in darkness to meet death as I could. To
be sure, for weeks I suffered terribly through the
change; but the sufferings were such as those feel
who have been almost frozen to death, and are being
restored to life by warmth and friction. The intense
tingling agony is but transitory. And so I suffered’
from fits of nervous irritation, during which I felt
I could commit murder. Ab»ut this time I learned
rom ome of my relations that my youngest child
had died, and that my wife’s rheumatism having
grown upon her, she had gone to Italy, where she
also had soon found the rest of the grave. .
Gradually as I came back to life, the dread bega

to haunt me that I could never recover my mental
faculties. When I tried to read, I got so tired that
after the first ten minutes I could see the words in-
deed, but could not understand the sense. My mind
refused to make any effort, and I seemed to have
lost the power to force it to act. About this tine
in some lucid mowents I determined to find out
whether my recovery was indeed hopeless, and
resolved, in case it was, to put an end to my miser-
able existence. So I asked for a physician, and
would not be satisfied until I had seen him and pus
the gquestion to him, He told me that with care
and patience I should recover. From that time for-
ward I resolved to live, and tried to mend my consti-
tution, shattered by a total of seven years' solitary
confinement, of which the last three years, being
consecutive, had been particularly trying., Those
who know what such solitary confinement is, can
only wonder how soine persons, one of my friends
among them, could outlive five years of it. With a
hundred and ninevy-eight othersnspects, I was tried
in 1877 by the special court of five senators whom
the Czar appointed. I cannot tell you better what
solitary confinement in the fortress meant, than by
citing the fact that five of the accused were so weak-
ened by it that they died during the trial. This
time [ was convicted of being ¢ a membar of a secret
society formed to overthrow the existing social order
in Rusgia in some distant future, and of having par.
ticipated in a revolutionary propaganda.” If this
clause, “in some distant future,” had not been
added, I should, according to law, have been sentenced
to death. As it was, I was condemned to lose some
of my civil rights, and was exiled for life to Siberia.
It must not be thought that this deprivation of civil
rights means nothing to an exile for life. On the
contrary, it is an intense aggravation of the misery
of such an exile. I was an educated man, and of
course wished in Siberia to earn my living by teach-
ing, or by clerk’s work, or by writing. The deprivé-
tion of civil rights reduced me to the necessity of
earning my hread as a laborer. A month after my
sentence, I began my journey to Siberia. As I have
already said, even in 1878 the Government did not
treat political prisoners as they now do, like convicts,
We had not to make the journey on foot by the
dtape system, In these early days of the terror, the
Government tried to transport political prisoners to
Siberia as quickly as possible, and the exiles were
conveyed by train to Nijni Novgorod, and thence by
barge to Perm, accomplishing the remainder of the
journey on relay horses. Being of noble birth, I was
not fettered—nobles being exempt by law from this
degradation until they enter the mines—although
many are put in chains by special order of the
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Emperor. After a journey lasting several weeks, I
reached Tukalinsk, a village in the province of
Tobolsk.—Feliw  Volkhovsky, in the Fortnightly
Review.

| Timely Topivs.

THE COMMONWEALTH.

Tuxr labors of the National Council for the fed-
eration of the Australian colonies go forward with
considerable promise of success. Onpe thing all are
united upon is that federation is the desirable thing.
It is not strange that upon such questions as nec-
essarily arise there should be great diversity of
opinions among the individuals who compose the
Convention, 1t will be more strange if this diver-
sity can upon all these points be brought to a com-
mon plane ; and so far we have to confess an agree-
able surprise at the success whicl has attended the
smoothing process. The name chosen for the new
nation is the Commonwealth of Australia, a name
to which there appears no good objection provided a
commonwealth be established, that is, a country
whose interests are made mutual and common.

This latter point is doubtless the most important
one to be considered. The welfare of the differens
colonies is common to every part of the country ;
and the wisfortunes of one colony are derogatory
to the interests of all. Is is a miserable narrow
poliey of shortsighted selfishness that seeks to build
up one section at the expense of the others.

All will acknowledge that the Convention has a
hieavy task upon its bands ; but if it shall succeed in
fitting out the ship of state, and leave provision for
suclt minor alterations as seem necessary after it is
‘seen how “she runs,” it will be perfectly easy to
adjust details as circumstances may demand.

THE DIES NON.

A rELIGrous contemporary introduces an article
on Kastertide in the following words: ¢ Haster
includes two great days with a dies non between.”
We have no particular antagonism toward, nor any
special sympathy with, the festival of Easter. So far
as its ostensible objects are concerned, they are quite
worthy of the attention of devout people who choose
thus to recognize the sotemn and important events
which they are supposed to commenorate. To cele-
brate the death and resurrection of Christ upondays on
which the events never occurred, or even on the days on
wbich they did occur, is certainly not reprehensible in
those wlo do so with the right spirit. Bui we con-
fess a digsagreeable shadow comes over our feelings
when we counsider the authority upon which the festi-
val of Easter and the fast of Good Friday rest. As
‘ church-days, they are relics of the authority of * that
man of sin;” as memorials, they have their date in

the Dark Ages, or the more remote ages of pagan-

igm; and as for their authority, they can claim
nothing higher than that it comes from the
practices of early centuries and the dicta of popes
and councils. We give thein a place amongst those
days mentioned by the apostle Paul in Romans
14:5, 6:
‘another, another esteemeth every day alike ; let
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind,” and
similar expressions. They are “ non essential ;” but
- like all other non-essentials, they are left out of the
Bible, no mention being made of theni.

What particularly attracted our attention in the
quotation at the head of this article was the state-
ment that there wasa dies non, or “ no account” day,
if we may express it so, between the two. That ¢ no
account” day is the day upon which God rested,
which he blessed and sanctified, and which he com-
manded all men to observe. It stands between two

“ One man esteemeth one day above

days which have been elevated by an apostate church,
and which claim a large share of attention from the
so-called Christian world, having confessedly no
divine sanction or precept in favor of their observ-
ance, while that day which has been sanctified by
the action and the command of God is in the estima-
tion of the world a dies non.

TROUBLOUS TIMES.

A1 the opening of the present year it was a mat-
ter of frequent remark that the world was at peace,
and much encouragement was drawn from the omens
of those few days, for the future of our generation.
But looking abroad now when but one quarter of the
year has passed, we beliold a change has come over
the social and political sky. Not simply from one
quarter do we hear ominous sounds of trouble, but
everywhere from all parts of the globe comes a
jargon of threats, growls, imprecations, protests, and
defiance, which threaten a tempest of trouble.

Our home Government finds itself in a strait be-
twixt four or five. On one side stands New Found-
land, goaded to desperation by the inroads of the
French fishermen on her shores, and demanding
drastic measures to be taken against the invaders of
their rights. England may sympathize with her
colony ; but there are interests in Egypt and else-
where which deter Lord Salisbury from arousing
the Frenchmen’s blood just now. Meanwhile seces-
sion and independence or annexation to the United
States is plainly talked by the thoroughly dissatisfied
islanders. Portugal, too, is encroaching upon British
rights in Africa; the Behrings Sea dispute with the
United States is an open one; Russia is persistently
crowding its claiins towards India in one direction
and towards Constantinople in another. Between
the Home Rule question and domestic labor disputes,
it takes England’s time and attention to keep things
in order. There is an increased feeling of bitterness
between France and Germany, because of the refusal
of the former to encourage any acts of conciliation or
familiarity on the part of the latter. TItaly and
Abyssinia are on the eve of trouble through the
refusal of the King of Abyssinia to submit his
entire territory to Italian protection. Italy has a
bone to pick with the United States over the violent
death of some Italians in New Orleans, The ecivil
war in Chili still rages, and we hear of horrible
butcheries on both sides, two hundred of the insur-
gents being tied together and shot in a bunch. Tt
is vain to cry * peace, peace,” while men are moved
by the passions of selfishness. We shall have peace
when we have righteousness, We shall have both
when the Prince of Peace sets up his kingdom and
reigns in righteousness—not till then.

TROUBLE AT HOME.

WE do not have to look far away to see omens of
trouble. In one of our colonies may be seen armed
forces and martial camps. In Queensland, the
black banner of civil war has been hoisted for some
weeks, though it remains as yet unfurled. Acts of
violence have been perpetrated, and we have waited
to hear the sad news that fellow-countrymen were in
deadly strife. The shearers, as an organization, have
refused to admit the unrestricted employment of
labor not belonging to their union. The pastoralists
insist upon their right to employ such labor as they
choose, and the authorities undertake to protect
non-union laborers and to restrain acts of lawlessness,

Later indications have a more pacific appearance,
and it is to be hoped that those engaged in the
work of disturbance and destruction will see their
folly. Tt is not at present anticipated that there
will be a more serious state of things than now
prevails, though papers found on some of the union-
ist leaders who were arrested, are said to be of such

a nature as to reveal a very serious plot against the
public peace. At present the exact nature of the
documents is not revealed. It is certain that the
documents would have to go but little further than
the inflammatory speeches have gone to constitute
sedition, if not crime of a graver name. But this
question will be properly considered by the calmer

| counsels of the courts.

THE BOOK AGENT.

Waar we regard as a very unjust amount and
quality of prejudice and wrath exists in the minds
of many toward the book agent. We now speak of
him abstractly, without reference to the Picturesque
Atlas or any book whatever, The sentiment which
largely prevails is as unreasonable as the whim of
an African chief, which leads him to massacre all
the missionaries he can lay hands on, with all that
pertains to them, because of the tricks of some
unprincipled trader,

The best books are many of them sold in this
way., To sell a really good and valuable book into
a family is a work which may benefit that family to
an extent which cannot be measured. To spend
money for such books is by far a wiser investment
than to throw it away in any of the hundred forms
of momentary gratification to which so much money
is foolishly devoted. Any man or woman who
devotes his or her strength to such a work is
deserving of our consideration and candid hearing.

‘We have uo sympathy for the book agents who
insultingly insist upon the sale of their wares ; we
detest the low jugglery by which some agents attain
their ends, and for the benefit of . the honorable
would gladly see them punished. We also deprecate
deeply the insane folly which prompts a man to
threaten to shoot a book canvasser at sight, or to
offer to kick a well-behaved gentleman out of doors,
or that rudely orders a lady to .begone, without wait-
ing to hear what they have to say. It is not com-
mon decency to treat people that way. To politely
and firmly decline to hear a canvass is the privilege
of every person, To decline to invest.after hearing
is a right every one should insist upon, and the
canvasser who refuses to respect those rights should
be “ shown out ” at once. )

We have known a number of people who have
engaged in this work, and many of them have been
Christian ladies and gentlemen of truth and honor.
And while there are rogues heve as in every work,
those who labor honestly deserve our respect the
same as in any other legitimate calling.

It seems as though the world is doomed to a dis-
appointment in the results of the discovery of Dr.
Koch. A late dispatch tells us that even the friends
of the doctor have confessed the inefficacy of the
remedy in the cases to which it has been applied,
and that Dr. Koch is very much depressed over the
results, His cure for consumption has certainly had
an advertisement which the ordinary  patent medi-
cine” man would envy. And the fortunes which
are continually being made out of the worthless nos-
trums that are being noised abroad contrast strangely
with what is likely to prove the uster failure of the
new remedy. It is tolerably certain that no mercen-
ary motive actuated the Grerman professor in s re-
search ; nor is it to be wondered at that the whole
world should be intensely interested in what prom-
ised to be an unspeakable boon to the race. In
the collapse of the scheme there are bound to be a
good many * I-told-you-so’s ;" and those who have
been over sanguine of the results will appreciate the
wholesome lesson of caution they havelearned. But
the steps that have been taken have been in good
faith for the benefit of the suffering, and if the hopes
of the friends of the lymph cure shall be dashed to
the ground, there will be no occasion for unkind re-
flections ; the misfortune belongs to the race.

?)
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“COME, GATHER IN THE HARVEST.

CoME, gather in the harvest
That Nature's bounty yields.
The ripened corn is waiting
For the sickle in the fields;
Before the pleasant reapers
The golden grain shall fall,
Which God has made to satisfy
The wants of great and small.

Pile high the farmer's wagons,
Ye merry children, sing,

As homeward with rejoicing,
The sheaves the farmers bring,
God's servants have been busy ;
The sun, the rain, the dew,
Have silently been working,
All through the year, for you.

And in the autumn sunshine
To Him our songs we raise,
“ Who crowns the year with goodness,”
Who makes the harvest days,
His promise never faileth ;
“Qur Father’s” word secures,
Seed-time and harvest shall not cease
Long as the world endures.
—Wm. James.

PR —_—
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WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.—XIIIL

Miriarx.

A M.

Ix a previous lesson we read of Miriam watching
the listle ark of bulrnshes in which her brother
Moses had been carefully laid ; nothing more is said
of her until that memorable day when the Lord
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.
“ Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron,
took a timbrel in her hand ; and all the women went
out after her with timbrels and with dances And
Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, for
he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his
rider hath he thrown into the sea.” Ex. 15:20, 21.
This was the beginning of that notable thanksgiving
song indited by Moses on this occasion, whichk they
all sang, and which we find in Ex. 15:1-19. This
is the most ancient song we know of, [t gives a
most vivid description of the wonderful parting of
the waters, that all wito read it may be duly iwu-
pressed with the almighty power of Gud which was
put _forth to rescue his people from their enemies.
Of this song the Lord has said that it will be sung
in heaven by those who shall pass through the judg-
ments and ‘tribulation of tlie laxt days. Rev. 15:
2-4: “And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire ; and them that had gotten the victory over
the beast, and over his image, aud over his mark,
and over the number of his name, stand on the sea
of glass, having the harps of God. And they sing
the song of Moses the servant of God, and the
song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous
are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just and srue
are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou
only art holy ; for all nations shall come and worship
before thee, for thy judgments are made manifess.”

" But some do not believe these writings of Moses.
In the days when our Lord Jesus was upon the
_earth, he said to such, “ Had ye believed Moses, ye
would have believed me ; for he wrote of me. But
it ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe
~my words?” John 5:46, 47.

It would appear that Miriam held a prominent
place among the Hebrew women. As a prophetess
she would be their teacher and adviser. Now she is
to be tried on a point of character which no doubt
she had often condemned in others. “ Miriam and
Aaron spake against Muses because of the Hthiopian
woman whom he had married. And they
said, Hath the Lord indeed spuken only by Moses ?

Hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lord
heard it.” * And the Lord spake suddenly unto
Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam.

And He said, Hear now my words ; If there be a
prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself
known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto
him in a dream. My sevvant Moses is not so, who
is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches ; and the similitude of the Lord shall he
behold ; wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak
against my servant Moses? And the anger of the
Liord was kindled against them. And, be-
hold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow.

And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal hel
now, O God, I beseech thee. And the Lord said
unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face,
should she not be ashamed seven days? Let her
be shut out from the camp seven days, and after
that let her be received in again.,” Num. 12.

Notice where the sin of Miriam and Aaron first
appeared,—in speaking against their brother because
of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married, as
they are pleased to term Zipporah. Then they pro-
ceed to speak against God : “ Hath the Lord indeed
spoken only by Moses ? Hath he not spoken also
by us?” We have seen that the Lord regarded
this sin as very great. How have we regarded it in
the past? Do not our hearts condemn us? And
God is greater than our hearts, Let us resolve, by
the grace of God, never, no, never, to allow a feeling
of jealousy to lodge in our heart, Put £¢ out by ask-
ing at once the blessing of God to rest on the one who
is being preferred before you. If heis unjustly taking
your place, God will see to it that you shall be rein-
stated in due time. And if it is right and proper
that he should have it, you, by grace, will be able to
say with John of old, *“This my joy is fulfilled ; he
must increase, but I must decreage.”

When Miriam praised the Lord, we find her at
the head of the congregation, and one of the bright-
est ornaments to it. But when by jealousy she
quarrelled with God, we find her expelled as the
filth and off-scouring of it; thus teaching all who
read lher history that itis the God of heaven and
earth to whom we are responsible, Happy will it be
for us (as it was for her) should God in mercy re-
prove us, if we reform our way, and like Miriam
pursue our course among his people until called
to lay down our work,

*“ Where envying and strife is, there is confusion
and every evil work”” “If any man offend not in
word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to
bridle the whole body.” Jas. 8:16,2. “TFor by
thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words
thou shalt be condemned.” Matt, 12 :37. “There
is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou
knowest it altogether.” Ps. 139 : 4.,

FARMER BRADDON’S HARVEST HOME.

“Ir’s going to be a heap grander Harvest Home
than it used to be before you came here,” said Caleb
to Farmer Braddon.

“Is it ?” said the farmer, smiling a little, al-
though he was not a man given to smiling.

“Yes, indeed,” said Ualeb, enthusiastically.
“'Tain’t any blamne to anybody, though, that it hasn’t
been just as fine hefore. The trouble was that poor
old Mis’ Carter couldn’s raise such fine things as
you can, But no one ever see the beat o' Mig’
Carter at helpin’ on Harvest Homes and donation
patties and such, and the little bit she had to give
always seemed twice as much 'cause she was so glad
to give it.”

Mr. Braddon was a well-to-do farmer who had
bought the old Carter place after a lifelong struggle
by its owners to keep it from falling into strange
hands. It was easy to see that he was no tyro at
farming ; for better erops, Truits, and vegetables

never rewarded thrift and labor. And it was very
gratifying to the master of the old Carter place to
be able to make a display of his successful farming,
and to know that contrasts were drawn between the
old condition of things and the new.

Caleb was a boy who had dropped from nobody
knows where, and been picked up and kindly caved
for by old Mrs. Carter. When the place was sold,
he had remained on it, for the reason that there
seemed no other place for him. This fact, however,
would not have weighed very lieavily with Mr. Brad-
don, had not (laleb very soon shown that he was
worth a good deal more than he cost.

The Harvest Home was of all times in the year
the “ big time,” as he called it, to Caleb. Shut out
from most of the pleasures and excitements belong-
ing to the generality of happier boyhood, lie for six
wonths in the year looked forward to it, and for the
other six back to and talked of it.

“Tip top!” he exclaimed, delightedly bending
over a basket of immense yellow pears which he had
proceeded to wrap tenderly in paper for fear of their
sustaining any bruises, “Lf it wa'n’c for these
pears, I should say the apples was the splendidest
things on the farm ; and if it wa’n’t for the apples,
I should say the pears was ; and if it wa'n’t for the
apples and pears, I should say 'twas by all odds the
pumpkins.”

The elaborate preparations prolonged Caleb’s yearly
festival for two or three days. Many who took part
in it were unable to give much time to the decoration
of the town hall in which it was held, and Farmer
Braddon——perhaps because his own wares would
make a better show through Caleb’s jealous and
practiced labor—was quite willing that he should
gpend his time on it,

“ Barrel of apples, barrel of pears, white onions
and red onions to be strung on strings, grapes—my !
look at ’em! They've got to ride careful. And
the flowers takes my eye I” There was more of true
worship in the boy’s heart than he could well have
expressed in words, as with ge tle hands he arranged
a safe place for the large basket of chrysanthemums.

«“All right now, Kasy, old Gray. Now we go !”

The spring wagon was a triumphal chariot to
Caleb, as in the crisp air of the shining autumn day
he drove his load to the town hall.

“Now I'm off to the woods,” he cried, after en-
joying the admiration excited by Farmer Braddon's
contribution.

With what keen delight he ook in every feature
of the golden hazy day, in which nature seemed in
the dreamy mood preparatory to her long winter
gleep ! Every touch of coloring in the forest-dyed
leaves, every late ripening coral-hued berry elinging.
to bare branches, as if reluctant to loose its hold on
the world’s departing bloom, was a separate joy to
Caleb’s untaught eyes.

“Samac—it's getting late for the leaves; but I
know where there’s a lot of ‘em that turns red later,
and they’re as red as a rose now. And the bitter-
sweet, early for the berries, They ain’t quite so
bright as they might be, but they’ll do. Ah—look
at—that—vine "

The boy fairly held his breath at sight of a
Virginia creeper which had wreathed itself to the top
of a dead, branchless tree as if tenderly striving to
hide its bareness. Its purple berries were as desir-

able as its gayly tinted leaves, and Caleb laughed

aloud as his mind’s eye dwelt upon the festoons with
which he could hide the rafters in the roof of the
town hall.

Oak and hickory on the edge of the woods had
lost their first brightness, and were fast changing
into russet-brown ; but Caleb’s wooderaft led him
into the depths to which Jack Frost had later pen-
etrated, and from thence he brought a wealth of
briltiant color.

“T must go in and tell Mis’ Bangs about it,” said
Caleb, as, after all the preparation was complete, he
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drove home to make ready for the evening gathering.
Mrs. Bangs was a poor old woman crippled by rheu-
matism, to whom Caleb had shown many a little act
of kindness.

“If you could see, Mis’ Bangs !
only see !”

*Tell me about it, Caleb. When I shut niy eyes,
it seems as thongh I could most see it.”

It you could

“The walls is well-nigh covered with red and
yeollow leaves, and the corners filled out with branches
of sumac,

- vines with purple berries wound 'round all the posts.
And there’s four great—what-you-call-ems ?—oh,
pyramids, one in each corner, and they begin big at
the floor with pumpking and taper up with squashes,
and =0 on with pears and apples, one topped off with
.a sheaf of wheat, one with a sheaf of rye, one with a
slieaf of oats, one with a sheal of flax.”

“ That’s fine, Caleb.”

“ That fine! Why, I aint begun to get to the

You'd never guess what Sam Ryder’s
It'sa

fine part yet.
built at one end, not if you tried all your life.
house—a farmhouse—all made of maize.”
“ Now, Caleb!”
« As true-as I live and breathe. All built of ears
of maize, and roofed with husks. And there’s a great
~ table all along one side, and on that there’s all the
stuff that isn’t anywheres else. And on ’tother
side’s the table with the things to eat. You'll know
more about it to-morrow.”
With a very meaning smile and a quick good-bye,
Caleb bounded away.
The evening celebration, with its speeches and

recitations, its interchange of neighborly cordiality, |
its overflow of thankful hearts for the blessings which | . . s
. . warmed especially towards the friendless little ones
had crowned the year, was all that an evening could |

But when th
ab wheh Y18 k) ve and blessings.

 things were in a large room which was being deco-

be. Caleb enjoyed it to the full.
lights wers out and the merry voices gone, the Har-
vest Home was by no means over for him. Bright
and early the next morning he was again at the town
hall with his spring wagon ; for there had been a
general understanding in Mr. Braddon’s family that
Caleb, who was so familiar with Harvest Homes,
should take general charge of Mr. Braddon’s share
in the matter. It was long past noon, when tired out
but happy, he tied his horse, on his retarn home, and
went into the kitchen.

. % Oh, your back, are you Caleb?” said Farmer
Braddon. ¢ You'd best drive in close to the porch
to get the pears and apples off, and then out to the
barn to unload the pumpking and squashes. You
can fling that bunch of wheat out for fodder.

¢ And bring the grapes in here,” said Mrs. Brad-
don. “I’'m going to make jelly of 'em to-morrow.”

« Hey 77 said Caleb opening his mouth and cateh-
ing his breath as he gazed from one speaker to the
other,

¢ Didn't you hear 7°

" ¢« J—ain't got the things here,” said Caleb, look-
ing greatly perplexed and dismayed. * I've took 'em
——some down to old Mis’ Bangs and some to the wid-
der Jones’s, and the rest to the orp’an asylum.
Alin’t that what yoa meant to have done ? That's
what we've always done before.”

Mr. Braddon rose from his seat in some excite-
ment, “ Do you mean,” he said angrily, ‘that you've
been and give away them things—the very pick of
all we had on the farm ?”

“If you'd .only told me,” said Caleb, sorely dis-
tressed.

“Told you! Did I tell you to go and give away
my stuff at that rate 7 'What right bad you to give
it, I'd like to know ?  Yon'd better turn right round
and .go straight back after ‘em.”

T can’t do that,” said Caleb, in a subdued yet
firm tone, ‘¢ I'd rather never have a bite to put in
wy mouth again than do it.”

« Well, then, I'll do it myself.”

He got into the spring wagon and drove away,

And there’s bittersweet, and there's-
?

while Caleb, in speechless misery, took refuge in the
barn.

“ T don’t nind the onions and potatoes and turnips
and cabbages and pumpkins, but such pears and
apples! Tll get them back, and they can keep the
rest if they want to.”

Farmer Braddon was a glose-fisted, but not hard-
hearted man. He had spent his life in simply look-
ing after his own wants and the wants of those be-
longing to him, never turning aside to take heed to
the needs of others, If the words, * Owe no man
anything but tolove one another,” had ever attracted
his attention, the last clause had surely escaped him,

¢ That boy, to give away the best things we had I”
Farmer Braddon realized, as he drew near the orphan
asylum, that he aid not exactly relish his errand,
and was striving to fortify himself.

In the yard of the great, bare-looking building
were a number of childven, some of whom were eat-
ing his apples, others throwing them up, or rolling
them about in great glee.

“ I'll—TI believe T’} let 'em have the apples,” the
farmer said to himself, ¢«but I'll get the pears.
Why, them pears are worth seven dollars a barrel, if
they’re worth a cent.” )

As he tied his horse, a brisk little man came
down the walk to meet him.

“ Mr, Braddon ! Glad as 1 can be to see you.
The country’s better for having such men as you in it,
You see,” he went on, as he half led, half forced

. Mr. Braddon towards the house, * we've got such a

fine lot o’ things this year, all because o’ you, sir,
that we're having a kind o’ Harvest Home of our
own, See?” .

It was very easy to see that Caleb’s heart had

whose lives, like his own, were destitute of home
A liberal share of the good

rated with the vines and berries.

“ It'll be a blessing on you, Mr. Braddon, There
isn't one o’ these children that won’t ask God to
bless you for your kind heart.” - ’

For his kind heart! Mr. Braddon pressed
through the little crowd which gathered about him,
and a cheer followed him as he drove away.

Caleb, scarcely daring to raise his eyes, came to
take old Gray as he entered the stable yard at home.

“[ say, Caleb,” said Mr. Braddon, * you—needn’t
mind any more about them things. It’s all right ;
T’m a leetle glad you did it after all.”

But Farmer Braddon now found himself in a woe-
ful state of perplexity. His honest soul revolted.
against receiving thanks for what he had never in-
tended to bestow, and the thought of the prayers of
those children for a blessing on his unworthy head
disturbed his rest. He began, as he thought more
of it, to feel really glad that they had the things ; for
into his heart had entered, in spite of himself, a
little of the true spirit of the Harvest Home——the
sweet spirit of charity, which holds blessings as only
half received until fully shared. ¢ But I can’t stand
all that thank-you business, when I ain’t got the
smallest right to it,” he mused to himself.

He pondered the matter, and on Christmas Kve
any one who chanced to be up very late might have
seen the spring wagon again on the road to the
orphan asylum, in the barn belonging to which Far-
mer Braddon unloaded two barrels of apples, a keg
of butter, and half a dozen turkeys.

« Now I'm square,” he said. ‘T ain’t, up to this
time, thought much of all their talk about the gath-
ering in of the great Harvest Home ; but the more
1 think of it, the more I'm sure I want to have a
ghare in it. And its full time I was beginuning to
help fix for it.”—Sydney Dayre.

BrusseD is he that considereth the poor ; the Lord
will deliver him in time of trouble; and he shall be
blessed upon the earth.—Psalm 41,

%&Mﬂﬁl andl Guriong,

ExTrA0RDINARY SURGICAL OPERATION.—An ex-
traordinary surgical operation has been performed at
Chicago. A member of the brotherhood known as
the Knights Templars had been operated upon for
cancer, and a wound nearly a foot square was left.
The doctors in attendance on him declared that if
their patient was to recover, the wound must be
covered with new human skin. Thereupon 132
members of the brotherhood volunteered to submit to
an operation, which should consist of the removal of
a small strip of skin from their arms, so that it
might be transferred to the wound of their comrade.
This operation was performed on Monday. The
majority of the self-sacrificing Knights Templars
bore the surgeon’s knife without flinching, but several
of them fainted.

THE IMPORTANCE OF SALT.

Tur physical offices and importance of salt are
well known, and its true value appears when people
find difficulty in obtaining it, Says Dr. Letheby :
“Men will barter gold for it; indeed, among the
Gallas and on the coast of Sierra Leone, brothers
will sell their sisters, husbands their wives, and
parents their children, for salt. In the district of
Accra, on the Gold Coast of Africa, a handful of
salt is the most valuable thing upon earth after gold,
and will purchase a slave or two. Mungo Park tells
us that with the Mandingoes anl Bambaras, the use
of salt is such a luxury that to say of a man, ¢ He
flavors his food with salt,’ is to imply that he is rich ;
and children will suck a piece of rock-salt asif it
were sugar. No stronger mark of respeet or affection
can be shown in Muscovy than the sending of salt
from the tables of the rich to their poorer friends.
Everywhere, and almost always indeed, it has been
regarded as emblematical of wisdom, wit, and
immortality, To taste of a man’s salt was to be
bound by the rites of hospitality ; and no oath was
more solemn than that which was sworn upon bread
and salt. To sprinkle the meat with salt was to
drive away the devil ; for, in the quaint language of
an old divine, ¢ He loveth no salt oun his meat, for

| that is a sign of immutability ;° and to this day

nothing is more unlucky than to spill the salt.”

SPIDER CULTURE.

Peruars the most novel idea in the textile line is
that of an Englishman, named Stillbers, who, it is
said, has actually made a cloth of the spider’s web,
which has been employed for purposes of surgery.
A gentleman travelling through the United States,
who recently stopped in Washington, stated that
this man Stillbers had gone quite extensively into
this spider-web cloth ‘making. The spiders are
oktained from tropical countries, mostly from Africa
and South America, and are very large. A pecul-
iar feature of the business is that the spiders spin
the best webs when they are intoxicated. To accom-
plish this a liquid composed of chloroform, esher, and
fusel oil is allowed slowly to evaporate in the room
where the spiders are housed, and they are thus kept
constantly in a wmild state of intoxication. The tem-
perature of the atmosphere is maintained at 60 deg.
Fahr. These little creatures, which are usually so
heartily despised, are placed iun octagonal cases, and
are fed daily on smaller insects of various kinds.
In one room there are some five thousand of these
cases. The spiders lay their eggs, and about the
latter spin cocoons. These cocoons are gathered,
and are prepared for weaving by such chemical and
mechanical processes as are undergone by the cocoon
of the silk-worm. The process of the weaving it-
self is a closely guarded secret. Each cocoon is said
to yield twenty-five to one hundred yards of thread.
The woven material somewhat resemblessilk, and after
it is bleached it becomes brilliant and smooth,—Sel.
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STUDIES ON THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

It is not the intention of these articles to study
the Book of Daniel chapter by chapter in course,
but rather to pay more particular attention to
the prophetical-portions. The biographical and
narrative parts are very plain, and do not require
elucidation, unless it be to draw out and impress
some of the practical lessons of religious truth
with which they ate well stored. We will omit
for the present reference to chapters four and five,
and in this article consider the interesting circum-
stances which form the subject of chapter six.
Almost seventy years had passed away since the
time that Daniel was first introduced to us as a
young captive in Babylon. He had outlived
Nebuchadnezzar and the four monarchs whose
brief reigns succeeded that great king. He had
outlived the Babylonian dynasty, had foretold
and witnessed the overthrow of the wicked
Belshazzar and the destruction of his kingdom.
In the revolution which took place after the
victory of Cyrus, Daniel was not swallowed wup ;
but his high virtues won him a place of honor in
the great empire of Medo-Persia. Darius di-
vided his kingdom into one hundred and twenty-
seven provinces. Esther 1:1. Each province
had its chief, or prince. These princes were
under the charge of three ministers, or presi-
dents, and it pleased Darius to make Damniel
prime minister over all. Tt is stated, “Then
was this Daniel preferred before the presi-
dénts and princes, because an excellent spirit
was in him ; and the king thought to set him
over the whole realm.” But this servant of God
soon became the object of the jealousy and envy
of his fellow-officers. They determined to accom-
plish his destruction, but could find no pretext upon
whichtoaccuse him beforetheking. Itrequiredin
those days not much of a fault and but a small
degree of royal disfavor to work any man’s over-
throw and death; but even this small clue
could not be obtained by Daniel'senemies. His life
as a servant of the king had been above reproach.
~ Theking esteemed and loved him, and his enemies
confessed to each other their inability to impeach
him or even to criticise his record.

~They were actuated by Satan, however, and
with Satanic ingenuity they sought for means to
accomplish their end. Daniel was a good man ;
he was loved in heaven as well as by the king.
Satan never fails to hate that which God loves.
Nothing is more hateful to him than the prin-
ciples of righteousness, unless it be an individual
living out those principles. Thereis a deep prej-
udice in the heart of Satan towards the law of
God, and he loses no opportunity to instill into
the minds of men the same feeling of enmity.
He has succeeded so well in this that it has be-
come a fixed principle that the * carnal mind is
enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.” Hence the
malignity of these men very naturally led them to
persecute Daniel for his religious principles.
Said they, “We shall not find any occasion
dgainst this Daniel, except we find it concerning
the law of his God.” No higher human testi-

mony than this was ever given concerning any
man. When the worst that the enemies of
God’s people can say of them is against the
peculiarities of their faith or practice, these being
formed according to the teachings of God’s law,
then they will stand just where the Lord would
have them stand. But the fact of Daniel’s inno-
cence did not appease the wrath of his enemies,
nor cause them to relent in their purposes. The
purity of his life only served to increase their
bitterness, and when they had brought their
victim into contact with the decree of the king,
the powerful entreaties of Darius in Daniel's
behalf availed nothing. They would have his
blood. He was in their power, and by the un-
changeable character of the Medo-Persian laws
they insisted that the inconsiderate mandate of
the king should be carried out to the letter.
Daniel’s fidelity to' his convictions of right
manifested in his early youth had not forsaken
him. Then, he would not violate his conscience
by accepting the king's diet; now, he would not
deny his God by refraining from prayer. It may
seem a small matter that he should insist upon
praying with his window open toward Jerusalem
in full sight of his enemies. Human discretion
would certainly suggest that it would be just as
well to pray somewhere else as in their sight.
But Daniel's praying to God was not the per-
formance of a vain ceremony, it was a com-
munion with Him in whom he trusted. His
heart turned toward Mount Zion, where God had
placed his name, and thither his face must turn
as his prayer ascended the holy hill. No earthly
consideration would affect the sacred reverence
with which heapproached his God. TheLord had
stood by him many long years ; he had led him
through various scenes, and he looked still for
his sustaining grace ; nor would he forsake the
Hand which had so providentially guided and
guarded his footsteps.

The king sought to atone for his thoughtless-
ness by the deepest sorrow and interest in behalf
of this faithful minister. There is a pathetic
beauty in those scenes at the lions’ den, when
the king left his faithful friend at the close of the
long day of trial to the mercies of the beasts with
the faint and trembling faith that the God of
Daniel would deliver him, and then in the morn-
ing at an early hour with a lamentable voice
called his friend and received the answér which
brought great peace to his troubled heart : “For-
asmuch as before Him innocency was found in
me, and also before thee, O King, have I done
no hurt.” There is a beauty and a power in
conscious innocency, which lifts the soul above
all troubles of life, smooths the way to the
dungeon or to the lions’ den, enables us to bear
loss of friends and endure the persecution of foes.
It brings a peace into the heart which nothing
can disturb, because above all the clouds and
darkness of earth there beams the approving
smile of our Heavenly Father, Such a recogni-
tion was Daniel's blessed portion. Oh that it
might be said of every professed follower of
Christ, * Weshall find no occasion against him,
except we find it against him concerning the law
of hisGod.” If the law of sacred truth brings us
into disrepute with the world, it is our privilege
to stand where Daniel stood, trusting in Him
whom we serve. And if it shall bring us into
persecution, “ He abideth faithful, he cannot
deny himself.” We have come to a time in
the history of this dispensation when to literally
obey the law of God is a matter of reproach.
To keep the Sabbath “according to the com-
mandment " involves the sacrifice of the favor
of the world and incurs derision and scorn. But
if those who choose to be faithful to the everlasting
Word will live as Daniel lived, they wiil find

that Daniel’s God still lives. May it be ours to
live "in strict conformity to the principles of
righteousness in all things. No man should
take upon himself to differ with those around
him either in faith or works, unless there is a
principle at stake; but with the example of
Daniel before us, we may learn that fidelity to the
right, in even what seems to be a smaller feature
of Godliness, is appreciated in heaven, and brings
its possessor within the range of that promise
which says, “I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee.”

The Christian people of this generation look
back upon the character of Daniel with admira-
tion, and heartily approve of his noble fidelity to
principle, even in the smallest particulars. But
if such a man lived in our day, we doubt not he
would be despised by the majority of our relig-
ious teachers and churches as a troublesome
fanatic, who had more tenacity for non-essentials
than charity or sense. Such a course as Daniel
pursued would be exceedingly unpopular in these
times of broad opinions and liberal interpre-
tation of God’s will. He would be criticised by
broad-gauge church members, and censured for
insisting upon a literal obedience to the principles
of the Divine will when a more yielding policy
could have served his purpose and placated his
foes. Looking upon the case through its results,
it looks far different to what it would appear at
the time the claims had to be made. And yet
the essential features of the circumstances are
the same. A scrupulous and jealous regard for
God is as noble to-day as ever it was.

—_—————————
IN THE WILDERNESS.

E. J. B.

Tre principal divisions of the Simnaitic penin-
sula are the table-land and the mountain region.
The table-land occupies the northern portion of
the peninsula, and cousists of an elevated plateau
of limestone from 2000 to 2500 feet high. This
is Paran, the ‘great and terrible wilderness”
where the children of Israel wandered for thirty-
eight years. The vegetation is scanty, though
the plateau is described as ‘ almost fertile” in
places. The mountains, after skirting the coasts
of the gulfs of Suez and Akaba, meet, and stretch
far away to the south, a chaotic forest of * mount-
ain peaks—sandstone and granite—some of
which rise to the height of nearly 9000 feet.”
The rocky summits are bare and jagged, and
have been compared to a **sea running mount-
ains high and suddenly petrified.” Another
traveller speaks of this as a *land desolated by
miracles.”

The mountains are intersected by many a wady,
or deep, narrow valley, gravelly and often boulder
strewn, and with rocky, precipitous sides; yet
clumps of wild palm, tamarisk, and other small
trees and shrubs are found in them, and some-
times streams of sparkling water. In thesepictur-
esque mountain wadies the kings of Mempbhis,
the earliest of the Egyptian Pharaohs, had mines
of iron and copper. The name of Cheops has
been found here, the Pharaoh who built the
largest pyramid, and who reigued before Abra-
ham went down into Egypt, more than 1900
years B. ¢. These Egyptian mines were not
more than three days’ journey from the camp at
Sinai ; and some writers think that from them,
and the trading caravans that passed through the
vicinity, the Israelites obtained articles for their
own use and for use in the building of the
tabernacle.

Moses spent forty years in the land of Midian,
and no doubt owed much of the strength and
sweetness of his character to these long years of
quiet communion with God and his own soul in



Arrin 15, 18],

121

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

the presence of the solemn, impressive mountains
of God. He would also become familiar with
the mountain and the desert, a no inconsiderable
part of his training for the leadership of Israel.

Leaving the Red Sea, the children of Israel
made their way along the coast, probably enter-
ing the mountains at Wady Feiran, which has
been identified as Rephidim. This is the most
fertile and beautiful of all the wadies. * Turning
a sharp angle of a rock,” says Dr. Manning, “a
wonderful scene of enchantment bursts upon the
view. On each side, and apparently shutting in
this part of Wady Feiran from all the world
besides, immense cliffs of bare granite rock seem
to tower up into the very clouds. Beneath the
shadows of these trowning precipices, a vast
plantation of date palms flourishes in the richest
luxuriance.” Groups of graceful tamarisk trees
and the rich crimson blossoms of the pomegranate
-add to the beauty of the scene. We can imagine
what must have been the influence on the
children of Israel of the varied scenery of mount-
ain and desert, accustomed, as they were, to the
comparative monotony of Egypt.

But where Israel cainped, there was no water ;
‘and instead of remembering the deliverances in
Egypt and at the Red Sea, the sweetened waters
of Marah, and the manna and quails that had been
given them for food, and trusting the power and
goodness of God, their complaints were so vehe-
ment that ¢ Moses cried unto the Lord, saying,
Whatshall [do unto this people? They be almost
ready to stone me?” But at the command of
God, Moses smote the rock, and an abundant
supply of water gushed out.

Water from the flinty rock! What a proof of
* the unbounded resources of their God and of his
unfailing care; and how many of these proofs
were multiplied to Israel during the journey
through the wilderness. Yet how ready they
were, at the first trial, to murmur and complain,
to distrust God, and to question whether he was
leading them, no:withstanding the repeated evi-
dences they had had of this fact. The language

of their unbelief was: “Can God furnish a table

in the wilderness ? Behold, he smote the rock,
that the waters gushed out, and the streams over-
flowed ; can he give bread also? can he provide
flesh for his people?” Ps. 78: 19, 20. No
doubt after they had seen the wonderful works
of God in Egvpt and at the Red Sea, they ex-
pected to make a triumphal march to the promised
land. They were unprepared for trials; but
God tested them again and again. They had
not yet reached the land of their inheritance, and
must endure the hardships by the way, They
must learn to trust God under all circumstances.
They must be trained and disciplined, that they
might learn how to appreciate and rightly use
the blessings that were iu store for them.

The story of Israel was written for our ad-
monition (1 Cor. 10: 11), and represents Chris-
tian experience in all ages of the world. The
young convert, rejoicing in a newly found
Saviour, ‘“feels that not a wave of trouble
rolls across his peaceful breast,” nor does he antici-
pate coming storms; but soon he realizes that
he has not yet reached the Christian’s goal, and
that the moulding hand of God is upon him.

Another important event occurred at Rephi-
dim. The Amalakites, a fierce wandering people,
roamed through this region. They met the
Israelites at the entrance to this beautiful valley,
and disputed their right to advance. But God
fought for his people while Moses held up his
hands ; and wheno his hands grew heavy, Aaron
and Hur stayed them up, one ou each side, until
the .going down of the sun, and so Israel pre-
vailed, A very clear intimation that God is

pleased, when hearty support is accorded to those
who, by his direction or his providence, have
been called to responsible places in his work.
e —t———
IS JAPAN ABOUT TO BECOME A
CHRISTIAN NATION ?

THE SUNDAY LAW.

S. N. H.

Having glanced at the facts and figures in the
case, let us now consider the Sunday law. It is
true that Japan has such a law. After the revo-
lution of 1868, when the Mikado became emperor
and occupied the throne as such, there was a
strong disposition on the part of the Government
officials to present themselves in a more favorable
light in the estimation of Western nations. They
wished, if possible, to remove the name “‘ heathen
nation,” which they thought appeared odious in
the eyes of the more civilized powers, and substi-
tute “ Christian" in its stead. Therefore the
propriety of adopting some form of Christianity
as a national religion was discussed. The old
holidays were kept on the first and fifteenth days
of the month ; but from the revolution in 1868
up to the date of the decree, March 12, 1876, the
official days of rest, although not compulsory,
were the Ist, 6th, 11th, 21st, and 26th days of
each month. We give the decree as we find it :
“Be it known that, as regards the ichi-rokusone
[sixth] holidays heretofore observed, it is decreed
that from the coming fourth month, the nichi-
yo-hichi [Sundays] shall be observed as holidays.”

Such was the tenor of the Imperial decree
which abolished the former rest, or holidays, and
substituted the Sundays for them. In the esti-
mation and intention of the Government, this
reform was entirely a civil affair.  Of it said the
Rev. G. F. Verbeck, D. D,, in giving a candid
history of Protestant missions in Japan : “ It was,
as already stated, an inestimable boon to the
missionary cause. To many of the native
believers it was not an easy duty to‘ remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;' but now that
this day has beeu explicitly sanctioned by public
authority as a civil day of rest, and all public
business is suspended on its weekly recurrence,
there is no more any extraneous obstacle in the
way of its being sanctified by the Japanese
Christians as a day of religious worship.” Mr.
Rein speaks of it as follows : ““ The introduction
of the Christian Sunday as a holiday for the
officials—the common people had no regular
holidays except at the new year—was due merely
to external practical motives.” As further con-
siderations which led to this step, he says: ** The
many foreigners, especially Englishmen and
Americans, who entered the Japanese service,
insisted upon their Sunday ; on ichi-roku days
they could not, on Sundays they would not work.
This gave rise to much inconvenience, which was
done away by the adoption, on April 1, 1876, of
Sunday as a rest-day.”

Thus it is evident that the motives which led
to the introduction of the imperial decree for the
cessation of labor on the first day of the week,
was, first, the inconvenience of not doing so, and
second, to wipe out a name which they thought
appeared odious in the eyes of Christian nations.
It will be noticed that there was quite a similarity
between the first Sunday law—Constantine's
decree—and this Sunday decree. Both were
heathen in their origin, and were passed to court
the favor of Christians. Christianity had noth-
ing to do with either.

But is it true that the first day of the week is
observed as a Sabbath, or as a rest-day, in Japan?
From the Powe, as quoted in the American
Sentinel, we find the following on this point.

Christians and 1478 Europeans.

After mentioning that the Japanesé regard Sun-
day in imitation of the West, the writer says :
“This began with the closing of the Government
establishments on Sunday. The Tokio citizens
followed the example, and the closing spread
from city to village, and now on a fine Sunday
business is nearly suspended, and the. places of
popular resort are crowded.” This is given as
evidence that the nation is soon to become
Christian.

The cities containing the greater number of
Christians are Yokohama and Tokio. Tokio is
the capital, and its entire population, including
suburbs, is said to be 1,200,000 ; while the city
proper has about 900,000, with 440 Europeans,
It is also estimated that there are nearly 5000 na-
tive Christians in the city. Yokohama contains
about 70,000 natives, with over 1000 native
In these cities
are more than one-third of the foreign missionary
force in all Japan, and over one-sixth of the
native Christians, and more than three times the
estimated number of the European population in
the rest of the empire. Consequently they may
well be taken to represent the country on this
point.

As to what the writer in the Podce means by
the example of keeping Sunday,—* The closing
spread from city to village,” we do not under-
stand ; for we have not visited the various cities
and villages in Japan. But we have been in To-
kio on Sunday, have spent over a month in
Yokohama, and have attended church there ; and
were it not for an occasional closed European
house, and those of the Christians in business,
and the open doors of the churches, we could not
tell what day it was. Their business is ordinarily
carried on the same upon Sunday as any other day
of the week, that is, the Japanese business. In
fact, I am told that there is but one day in the
year when the market is closed, and that is the
first of January. So much for the keeping of
Sunday. .

But as to the Sunday being a token of a
Christian nation, that altogether depends on
what kind of Christianity is looked for. It is
certain that the Romanists consider that the
Sunday question is a bridge over which the Prot-
estants may come to them ; and they think that
on the Sunday question in Japan the Protestants
will unite with them. And it would be no
marvel if that day should become a holiday, and
be enforced in the trearycities. If thisis what is
meant by Japan becoming a Christian nation, it
is not altogether improbable. Precisely the same
principles are at work that existed in the fourth
century, that resulted in the rise of the papacy ;
and if that is the kind of Christianity that is’
looked for, we do not hesitate to state that to us
there are some indications, to say the least, that
it may be brought about. Otherwise we see
no evidence in the above facts. But we will
leave the reader to judge for himself.

$—el—3
—o—

HISTORY OF THE THIRD ANGEL’S
MESSAGE.

U. SMITH, ,

THE tenth day of the seventh month, Jewish
time (Oct. 22), 1844, had been set, by processes of
reasoning already described, asthe day for the Lord
tocome. Tothatday attention had been turned
as it had not, probably, to any other day in all the
world’s chronology. Thousands had centred all
their hopes upon it. The principle of interpreta-
tion adopted by the Adventists had shown itself
to be true in other points ; and so, it was argued,
it must in this. And accordingly, by many thou-
sands, every calculation and provision for continu-
ance of life in this world after that date, was



122

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol. 6, No. 8.

absolutely ‘discarded ; and both church and
world, in breathless anxiety, awaited the result.

~When the time passed and the Lord did not
come, the disappointment which fell upon the
Adventists was more crushing than any that ever
fell upon any other people. It was as much
greater than that of the first disciples (Luke 19 :
37-40 ; 24 :21), as the issue supposed to be in-
volved in this was greater than the one involved
i that. ~They supposed that Christ was to set
up a kingdom and reign as temporal king ; these
expected the kingdom of God in all its glory,
and eternal life therein. The sudden collapse of
their hopes was a disappointment beyond de-
scription—almost beyond endurance. Add to
this the sarcastic shout of triumph which went
up from the world, and the bitter reproaches of
the enemies of their faith, and they felt that
indeed the dregs of a-full cup were wrung out to
them. '

‘And now appears the inherent power and
vitality of the truth. Was not this enough to
cause every one to give it all up at once, and re-
nounce the whole movement? So some thought,
and gave it up; but with many others it was not
so. They had seen enough evidence of the work-
ings of the Holy Spirit in connection with the
movement, to assure them that the providence
of the Lord God of Enoch and Elijah had been
leading the way ; that it was 4 work in which
Heaven was interested, and it could not be given
up. Sometime and somehow they believed that
all would be made plain.

‘They were right. God had led in the work.
His Spirit had enlightened the miuds of his
servants to bring out rich truth from his Word.
Their principles of interpretation were sound ;
their reckoning and application of the prophetic
periods, incontrovertible ; and their view of the
symbols of Daniel and Revelation were substan-
tially correct. The sanctuary of Dan. 8 : 14, the
sgcond symbol of Revelation 13, and the third
message of Revelation 14 werereserved for further
light, which to those who in a proper frame of
mind waited for it, was not long in coming.

This second and greatest disappointment threw
them back upon the study of the types with more
earnestness than ever. The types seemed to be!
the only avenue teft through which to look for \
an explanation of the situation. In Zke Poice of
Truth of Nov. 7, 1844, Joseph Marsh said : “ We
cannot admit that our great High Priest did not
on that very day [the tenth day of the seventh
month] accomplish all that the type would
justify us to expect. We now believe he did.”

Soon Mr. O. R. L. Crozier brought out ad-
ditional light on the subject of the sanctuary ;
namely, that the sanctuary was in heaven, and
the cleansing of the sanctuary was the entrance
of the High Priest into the most holy place, to
make the atonement ; but that while he was thus
making- the atonement, the door of the outer
apartment was closed. And so the conclusion
suggested by Joseph Marsh, that all had taken
place which they were warranted from the type
to expect, was confirmed ; that is, that the bride-
groom had come to the marriage,—that Christ,
our great High Priest, had entered into the most
holy place to make the atonement and cleanse
thesanctuary. The truth had fully dawned that
there was a work to be done before the Lord
would return to this earth ; that the sanctuary
was in heaven, and was to be cleansed there ; that
‘the cleansing of the sanctuary was the removing
of sin by the blood of Christ, and not the burning

of the earth in the fires of the last day ; that the
bridegroom had come to the marriage ; and that
the cleansing of the sanctuary was going forward.

! By a bitter experience, by the irresistible logic
of circumstances, the people had been driven to

an examination of the subject of the sanctuary,
which was to prove the great key to the solution
of the perplexities surrounding their position,
the avenue which was destined to lead them
forth into another field of light and truth and
labor.

In 1844 Mrs. Rachel D. Preston, a Seventh-
day Baptist sister, introduced the Sabbath to the
Adventists at- Washington, N. H., and some
forty of that church embraced the keeping of
the seventh day according to the fourth com-
mandment, In 1845 Elders Joseph Bates and
James White began to observe the seventh day
as the Sabbath, and to advocate that view. In
1846 the subject of the sanctuary was more fully
developed in the light of Rev. 11:19, where it
is said, “ And the temple of God was opened in
heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark
of his testament.” It was clearly perceived that
if our High Priest was in the most holy place,
cleansing the sanctuary, he was standing before
the ark, still called, under the sounding of the
seventh trumpet (where Rev. 11:19 applies),

the ark of his testament,” and thus showing
that the ark in heaven contains the law of God,
the ten commandments, the same as the ark in
the type. This clinched the Sabbath with all
those who would accept the light on the subject
of the sanctuary, and forever linked that truth
to this movement. No one who adopts the view
of the sanctuary as brought out in connection
with the third angel’s message, can for a moment
waver on the Sabbath question.

Another truth introduced at this time was seen
to harmonize most accurately with this subject,
and that was the subject of conditional immor-
tality as then advocated extensively in England
and introduced into America by Geo. Storrs. In
this was brought out the teaching of the Script-
ures on the unconscious condition of man in
death, and the destiny of the wicked. So the
sanctuary question shows that men are not
judged when they die ; but the records are kept
in the books above, and then examined when
the time comes for the sanctuary to be cleansed,
—that is, for the atonement to be made, and the
investigative judgment decides the cases of all
men for life or death.

This brings us to the conclusion that the decision
must be made in all cases before the Lord comes;
for when he comes, he does not come to investi-
gate character, but his reward is with him to
give every man as his work shall be; and this
reward will be to bestow life instantly upon all
who have been, through some preceding judg-
ment process, accounted worthy to receive it.

Luke 20 : 35 ; 21 36.

In the same year, 1846, the writings of Mrs.
White began to be published and circulated
among the people. In afew yearsJ. N. Andrews
brought out the true light on Rev. 18 :11-18, as
connected with the third angel's message of
Revelation 14. Thus the great essential pillars

of present truth were developed, and the third

angel’s message assumeJd definite proportions as
a link in the prophetic chain.

It came with an explanation of the great dis-
appointment, with the true light on the prophetic
periods, the parable of Matt. 25:1-10, condi-
tional immortality, the Sabbath, the sanctuary,
the two-horned heast of Revelation 13, and the
message of Rev. 14:9-12. And it had in its
midst the manifestation of the spirit of prophecy
which was to characterize the last church before
the coming of Christ. Rev. 12:17; 14:12;
19:10. The field it was destined to fill is the
world. It must go to many peoples, nations,
tongues, and kings. It is a field everywhere
white for harvest. It is a grand and glorious,
but a most solemn and searching work. It is

that which, while it ripens the wheat for the
heavenly garner, develops the clusters of the
vine of the earth for the wine-press of God's
wrath. Happy he who gives heed to the mes-
sage, accepts its truths, performs the duties it
reveals, and, sanctified through obedience to it,
is ready for the solemn issue to which it leads.

Bible Sindent.

BIBLE-READING.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

. N. H.

Tar Sabbath was designed for the human family;
for it was made in the garden of Hden, and it is
adapted to the needs of the human race. God re-
served the seventh day as his, He rested on that
day, and blessed and sanctified it ; hence it is a
sign between him and his people ; and le requites
man to perform his labor in six days and rest on the
seventh, Had it always been observed as a memo-
rial of the creation. idolatry never could have existed
in the world ; for each week the people would have
been reminded of the Creator of the heavens and
the earth.

1. What are we to remember by the fourth
commandment ?

‘“ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”
20 :8.

2. In how many days are men to perform their

Ex.

weekly labor ?

“8ix days shalt thon labor, and do all thy work.”
Verse 9.

3. Whose day is the seventh ?

“Bnt the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
Gud. Im it thou shalt not do any work, thou, not thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates.” Verse 10.

4, Why did God thus reserve the seventh day
as his?

“For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it.” Verse 11. )

5. On what day in the history of the world did
the Lord rest ?

‘“ And on the seventh day God ended his work which he
had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from all his
work which he had made.” Gen. 2:2.

6. Why did he bless and sanctify it ?

“ And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it
because that in it he bad rested from all his work which
God created and made.” Verse 3,

7. Why did God give man his Sabbath?

# Moreover also I gave them m‘y Sabbaths, to be a sign
between me and them, that they might know that I am
the Lord that sanctify them.” Hze. 20 :12.

8, Then if the Sabbath be hallowed, what may
we know ?

“ Hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign be-
tween me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord
your God,” Verse 20,

9. Why did God select the Sabbath for a sign
between him and his people ?

“In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day he rested and was refreshed.” Ex.31:17.

10. What was Jesus’ custom concerning the
Sabbath ?

“ As his cugstom was, he went into the synagogue on the
Sabbath day. and stood up for to read.” Luke 4 : 16.

11. What relation does he sustain to the Sabbath?

“The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.” Mark
2:28. .

12. For whom does he say it was made ?

“ And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath,”” Verse 27.

18. How did Jesus teach his diseciples to re-
member it in their prayvers?

“Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither
on the Sabbath day.,” Matt, 24 :20,

14. What was the apostle’s manner in reference
t5 preaching on that day ? ‘
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“ Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and
three Sabbath days rcasoned with them out of the Script-
- ures.” Acts17:2.

15. Did the Gentiles worship on that day ?

*“ And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue,
the Gentiles besought that these ‘words might be preached
to them the next Sabbath, And the next Sab-
bath day came almost the whole city together to hear the
word of God.” Acts 13 :42, 44,

- 16. Did the Christians keep iv when there was no
synagogue to meet in ?

“ Aud on the Saubbath day we went out of the city by a
river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we
sat down, and spake unto thc women which resorted
thither.” Acts 16:13.

17. How long did the apostle work at tent-mak-
ing and preach on the Sabbath at Corinth ?

“ Because he was of the same craft, he abode with them,
and wrought ; for by their occupation they were tent-
makers. And he reasoned in the syhagogue every Sab-
bath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.

And he continued there a year and six months, teaching
the word of God among them.” Acts 18 : 1-4, 11,

18. What promise does the Lord make to those
who will turn their feet from the Sabbath and keep
it?

“If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing
thy pleasure on my holy day ; and call the Sabbath a delighl:,
the holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shalt honor him, nov
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor
speaking thine own words; then shalt thou delight thy-
self in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon the
high places of the earth, and feed thec with the heritage of
Jacob thy father ; for the mouth of the Loxrd hath spoken

Tt Isa. 58 : 18, 14,
———ee— il

THE THOUSAND YEARS OF REV. 20.

Wz have heard from one of our readers who is
somewhat perplexed over the statements of this
remarkable chapter, and we presume he is not the
only one who is in the same case, In fact, to most
of us the conclusion is safe that we shall know more
about some ol its prints ¢ when the misis have rolled
away,” than we do now. But the main- features of
this chapter appear to us quite plain and liarmonious
with other scriptures. The thousand years brought
out in the twentieth of Revelation hag received a
distinguishing title, to provide which an indefinite

-of persons ?

term has Leen brought into a restricted sense. The
word **millenniom,” whielr literally weans a thousand |
years, any thousand, has been mnde to indieate in’
ordinary speech the period spoken of.

We cannot attempt in our space to speak of
any of the varivas theories put forth by others, and
will only undertake to outline what we believe to be
the sense of the chapter, as far as it seems plain to
us. At the second coming of Christ, the earth will be
rendered desolate by the judgments of God. This
will be accomplished by the seven last plagues, Rev.
16 ; and by the convulsions of the natural world.'
See Rev. 6 :14; 2 Pet. 3:10, 12 5 Jer. 4 :23-28;
Zeph. 1:2, 3; and very wmany other seriptures.
This globe, i its dark, cheotic condition, be-
comes the ‘ bottomless pic” of Here
Satan, the author of all this rain, is confined for
one thousand years. Verses 2 and 3.

At the coming of Christ, the living wicked are

" cut off, 2 Thess. 2:7-10; the living righteous are
changed and caught up, 1 Thess. 4:13-17; 1 Cor.
15: 52 ; and the righteous dead are raised, as shown
by the last two texts referred to, which is in harmony
with Rev, 20 : 5, 6.
the first is at the commencement of the thousand
years, the second its close. The first is
when Christ comes the second time, and 1s for the
s blessed and hvly.” See verse 6. This resurrection
is unto eternal life. The second resurrection is at
the close of the willennial period, and on those who

verse 1.

There will be two resurrections,

ab

come up then the second death will have power.
Duriug the millenniom, the righteous are with
Christ in heaven, John 17 :24; 14:2, 3. They
there remain during the judguwent of the wicked,
and in some way assist in that work. 1 Cor. 6:2;

{ which all stand as equal.

Rev. 20 : 4. At the cluse of the shousand years, the

wicked dead are raised, and become once more the
subjects of Satanic deception. Verses 7, 8. The
city comes down out of Rev. 21;
fire devours the wicked, 20 :9 ; they are burned
“root and branch.” Mal 4:1. The earth and
atmospheric heaven are then renewed in Eden beauty

heaven.

and glory, and the new earth with its beautiful city
becomes the everlasting abode of God’s people.
This happy state is vividly portrayed in the two
closing chapters of the sacred volume.

And how appropriate that the Bible should thus
close. The beginning of its record finds man in
Eden, pure and happy ; and its close leaves him
there again, redeemed and parified, after the terrible
strife of sin is over.

4—t—b
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SABBATH-SCHOOL LESSON.

Lesson 5.— May 2, 1891.
Jamus 2 : 8-16.

1. To what law does James now call attention ?
James 2 : 8, first clause.. ’ .

2. How do we know that this is the ten-com-
mandment law?  Ans. By verse 11, which quotes
from that law.

8. Why is it called the ¢ royal ” law ?

4. What is meant by ¢ fulfilling " it?
13:10; 1 John 5: 3.

5. According to what scripture are we to fulfill
Lev. 19 : 18.

6. Is this text any part of the royallaw ? Note 2.

7. Of what are they convinced who have respoct

James 2 : 9.

8. How, then, does the law convince us of sin ?
Rom. 8:20; 7:7.

9. Of what does James say one is guilty if he
offends in one point? Verse 10. See note 3.

10. How does he illustrate this in verse 117

11. To what does the.word *‘he” refer in verse
11, first clause ? See margin.

12. What does this prove respecting the perpetu-
ity of the ten commandments ?

18. What is the law ealled in verse 12, and why ?
Ps. 119 : 45.

14. What ¢ mnection has this law with the julg-
meut? James 2 :12, 13,

15. What threatening is 1nade against the un-
werciful 7 Verse 13; Matt. 5 : 75 6 14, 15,

16, Whiat 1s the meaning of James 2 : 13, last
clanse 7 See nute 4. L

17. What does James say of faith and works in

Note 1.
Rom.

it ?

. verse 14 17

18. Arewords aloneasufficient proof of faith 7—2Z5.

19. What kind of faith is it, therefore, which
cannot save a man -——7b., last clause.

20. How is this illustrated in verses 15-17 7

NOTES.

1. In verse 8 Jamnes calls those to whom he writes
into the presence of a higher, a supreme law, before
In its sight there are no
rich or poor, high or low. [ts iuquiries respect only
right and wrong, innocence and guile. It ische * royal”
law, because it s the law of the great King. Before
this all must bow. In accordanee with this, all petty
difficulties must be settled, an.l our eonduct one towar.l
another be regulated, Thusthe apostle fittingly reaches
the climax of his argument.

2. The commandinent, *“ Thou shalt Jove thy neigh-
bor as thyself,” is not taken from the decalogue, but is
found in Lev. 19:18. Yet Christ sets this down as
the second of “the two great commandwmrents in the
law.” Matt. 22:36-40. What is here called **the
firss and great commandment,” is likewise not found
in the decalogue, but in Deut. 6 :5. From these facts
some are disposed to argue that the ten commandments
do not occupy the supreme position of “the law of
God.” But all such false reasoning is overturned by
the way in whicli Jumes here presents the subject.
He says that we are to Lulfill the royal law according to
the scripture, ** Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self.” Then he shows what he means by the *““royal
law” by quoting two of the ten commandments.
Thus he demonstrates the connection between that
scripture and the decalogue by showing that that part
of the decalogne which relates to our duties to our
fellow.nen, which contains the commanduients, * Thou
shalt not kill,” and, ** Thou shalt not commit adultery,”
is summed up in the command to love vur neighbor as
ourselves ; and consequently the first table of the deca-
logue, that part which relates to our duty to God, is
summed up in the conmand to love God with ull the
heart. What Christ said, therefore, to the lawyer was

equivalent to quoting the whole decalogue, since he
gave an epifome of both tables.

3. OnJames 2 :10, J. P. Thoinpson, D. "D., has the
following pertinent note: “The law of God is not a
string of precepts ; it is a principle, a spirit, a unity.
It encircles one like a ring of gold. If he steps over
it at any point, he goes outside of it, and is a trans-
gressor as really as though he should break it in pieces
at every point. Indeed, one bresks this law by the
spirit of pride, of envy, of jealomsy ; by any feeling
which, if carried out in action, would do injury to our
neighbor, Only the spirit of love pervading all our
conduct can pressrve intact the pure and holy law. —
The Bible in the Home, p. 119.

4, “Merey rejoiceth [margin, “glorieth] against
judgment.” James 2 :10. The most obvious design
of this declaration seems to be to show how exceedingly
precious a quality mercy is in the sight of Heaven.
He that shows no mercy will receive none. He who
shows mercy will receive it. Matt. 5:7. And wmercy
rejoiceth against judgment ; that is, it redounds to the
glory of God thata plan has been devised whersby
mercy can be consistently extended to those who are
under condemnation and justly exposed io judgment.
No principle of God’s government has been sacrificed,
no lowering of God’s authority has been suffered, no
indignity has been cast upon the law ; and yet the sin-
ner can be saved. Thus mercy rejoiceth against
judgment.

Lesson 6.—~May 9, 1891.
Jamms 2 :17-25,

1. What is the only kind of faith that avails
anything 7 James 2 :17; Gal 5 : 6.

2. If it were possible to conceive of real faith
apart from action, what would be the condition of
that faith 7 James 2 :17.

3. What does James represent that some may
gay? Verse 18, first part.

4. How does he challenge such ? Next clause.

5. How does James say that he will show his
faith 7 Verse 18, last clause. )

6. What is the first great act for faith to grasp ?
Verse 19 ; Heb 11 :86.

7, Is belief to this degree commendable ? James
2 :19, second clause.

8. What other class besides men does James
mention as believing in one God 7—1b., last part.

9. Does this belief benefit the devils? Why?

10. In order for it to be a benefit, what must be
coupled with it 7 Verse 20.

11. What are the works necessary to make this
faich of benefit to men ? Heb. 11 : 6, last clanse.

12. In what way are we diligently to seek him ?
Mark 16 : 16 ; Acts 2 :38; 3 :19; Mast. 3 : 8, ete.

13. What case is taken to illustrate the doctrine
James is presenting ? James 2: 21,

14. What did Abraham's faith embrace 7 Rom.
4 :16-22 ; Heb. 11 :17-19,
15. 'What connection had his faith with his

works ? James 2 :22,

16. What would his faith have been without his
works 7

17. What scripture was fulfilled in -this case?
Verse 23, ’

18. On what account was righteousness imputed
to him, for his faith or his works ? Gen. 15 : 6.

19. What two things, therefore, are necessary to
justification ?  Verse 24. See notes

20. By whatworks was Rahab justified ¢ Verse 25.

21. What was her faith which led to her works ?
Josh. 2 : 9, :

22. To what is faith without works compared ?
James 2 : 26,

NOTES.

1. A great deal of unnecessary discussion has taken
place over the question whether or not James contradicts
Paul on the subject of justification by faith, or faith
and works. They simply treat the snbject from differ-
ent standpoints. Paul presénts a faith that produces
works. James presents works that are produced by
Saith.

2. It is impossible to separate works from faith,
yea, as impossible as it is to separate burning and
shining from fire."—Luther.

“James by no means affirms that works give life
to, produce, or create faith ; for faith eormes by the
power of the Word, entering into and received by us,
and by nothing else. Buat faith grows complete in
works. That is the same as Paul's saying, or, rather,
the Lord’s saying to Paul, that the strength of God
may be completed in weakness. 2 Cor. 12:9. The
strength of faith, indwelling from the beginning, and
already received along with the first seizing of grace,
bscomes fully proved, verified, and its operation com-
pleted. Thus our calling and election are made sure in
the diligence of living and doing. 2 Pet. 1:10. Thus
Abraham’s first call was made sure in his last works,
and the word concerning justification by (ont of)
faith, already before accorded to him, was lawfully and
actually confirmed as a truth.”—Stier.
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THE FURNACE FLAME.

TrE furnace Hame, and ringing hammer’s stroke
Produce the strength that never can be broke ;
The furious gale
And tempest’s flail
Make dense and tough the grains of mighty oak.

And so the weary task, the heavy load,
The midnight wat:h, the long and thorny road,
Are but the way
That leads to day,
The way to peace and wisdom’s grand abode.
—Selected.
R i

LETTER FROM THE ‘ PITCAIRN.”

TuEe voyage was, upon the whole, very pleasaut.
" We organized classes in Bible study, also one in
langudge, thus relieving the monotony of the long
gea voyage, and at the same time improving the
mind.

We crossed the equator Friday, November 14,
1890, at 8 o'clock p. u., the thermometer registering
78 degrees in the shade, much cooler than we found
it in the calm bels through which -ve passed a few
days before, when the thermometer registered 95 de-
grees in the shade. The calm belt is the interval
between the northeast trade windg and the soutlheast
trade winds ; here mariners tell us, it is always
hotter than at the equator, even shough the belt may
be entered a hundred miles away from the equator,

* On the- thirty-fifth day out from Oakland, we
sighted Pitcairn Island in the evening. Karly the
next morning a boat put off from the island, and as
soon as she came within speaking distance, we were
greeted with a pleasant * Good-morning ” from the
men on board. In a remarkably short time they
were all on our deck, heartily shaking hands and
welconting us to Piteairu.

After the island crew, who had all huarried off
without breakfass, had taken some food, we were
taken ashore, where we were met by nearly the whole
community, They were rejoiced at meeting us,
thoughvery shy ; aswepassed through Adamstown, at
almost every house we passed we were invited to come
in and eat something ; finally accepting this oft-re-
peated invitation, we found a table literally loaded
with most delicious fruits,—oranges, pine-apples,
bananas, lemons, rose-apples, guavas, coeoanuts, etec.,
etc. Though it was out of the season for some of
these fruits, yet we learned that they had been saving
them for ““the brethren’ when they should arrive.

Our first two days were spent in visiting the
different homes, and getting acquainted with their
occupants.

We found that out of the one hundred and twenty-
six inhabitants of the island, only about fourteen
were professing Christians. Though the whole
island paid great respect to the Sabbath, yet we
felt that they were hupeless wishout a thorough
conversion from sin, and a living [aith in Christ as
their Saviour. Said Jesus, ¢ Except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish.” What a picture of so
many at home, outwardly obeying the commandment,
yet unrepentant, unconverted !

In the series of meetings which Followed, special
effort was made to bring the islanders to a saving
knowledge of Christ.

Never did a missionary speak to a more attentive
audience than that which gathered in the little
thatched church building on Pitcairn Island every
morning and afternoon. Deep were the movings
of the Spirit of God, and when an opportunity was
offered for all to take part in the weeting, it was
really touching to see the older ones with tears
streaming down their cheeks, rise and plead with
friends and relatives on the island to step in while

i

the waters were troubled ; and again to hear the
sobbing response from the unconverted as they rose
and said, ¢ Brethren, pray for me.” One man saw
all his children, five in nwmber, including a married
son twenty years of age rise and declare themselves
for Christ. The sight seemed to cause his cup of
blessing to run over, anl, rising to his feet, he
exclaimed, amil tears, *“Now I know that the
Lord answers prayer! Here are my children, for
whose conversion their mother and I have been pray-
ing over ten years, and now they all, even to the
last, who just spoke, have ¢ yand the Saviour. Blessed
be the nawme of the Lord !

With sowe the change came alm)st at once, and
as we saw the heavenly peace and joy beaming from
sheir faces, we knew that the Lord had done a work
for them. Others battled in darkness several days,
but with becoming persistence daily repeated the re-
quest, ‘“ Brethren, pray for us.,” When reference
was wade to the passage in John which says, “ [ we
confess var sins, he is faishtul and just to forgive us
our sins,” some began to realize that uncunfessed
sin was holding them in darkness.

There was little public confession of sin ; but in-
dividuals went directly to those they had wronged,
and there, confessing their iniquity, offender and
offended bowel together in prayer for pardon,
Those who bad obtamed help from Him who is
mighty to save, sought wo bring others who were
estranged by sin to mutaal confession ; and said
one who had thus been engaged, “ It is the hardest
work [ ever did, and the most blessed too !’

In the meetings, as the young converts rose and
told ‘that they had Yound peace in-believing, nearly
every eye would be filled with tears of joy ; and way
we not believe that there was joy in heaven over
those who repented and fouud hope?

On preparation afternoon, October 10, those who
had requested it, and had given evidence that they
believed with all the hears, were baptized. Sixty-
four candidates followed the footsteps of their Sav-
iour ; for said he, ““ Thus it becometh us to fulfilt
all righteousuess.” It was an impressive scene
down there below the rocky side of Pitcairn, as we
stood on a large flat table of rock which projected
out into the sea, while ever and anon the dashing
surf seemed to resound in our ears ‘“the vuice of
the great Creator,” which ‘“speaks in its mighty
tones.” Into the broken surface of the rock the
waves had worn deep pools, making a most perfect
place for the adwministration of the ordinance ; and
as one after another the candidates were buried with
Christ in baptism, and rose again to walk in newness
of life, we felt that tndeed it was blessed to be there,

A pleasant Sabhath followed, and ere another
Sabbath had come, there were eighteen more souls
who had given their hearts to Christ, and again the
unpressive rite of baptism was administered.

Limmediately after the first baptism, a church was
organized, adopting the name * Pitcairn Island
Seventh-day Adventist Chureh.” Simon Young
was chosen as elder, and Alfred Young assistant
elder ; Daniel Christian and Edward Young were
¢hosen as deacons.

A Sabbatli-school was organized, with Brother
Alfred Young as superintendent. It was gratifying
to see the readiness with which all took hold of the
Sabbath-school work.

Before the work closed, a number of young men
and women expressed the desire to give their lives
to the work of carrying the message to other islands,
asking for instrucsion that they might be prepared
to teach others. When after three weeks’ stay the
time came for parting, it was keenly felt by all, the
scene being similar to that when Paul parted from
the Ephesian elders at Miletus.

Surely the Master has true followers in those who
keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus on Pitcairn Island, A, J. REAp.

MELBOURNE CHURCH QUARTERLY

MEETING.

On~ Sabbath, 4th inst., the Melbourne church
held its usual quarterly meeting. The elders of
the church, Brn. Scott and Ballingall, conducted
the services. At the eleven o'clock meeting, after
singing and earnest prayer, Bro. Ballingall delivered
an exhortation on the “ Great Love of God,” using
for his text 1 John 4:18; ¢ There is no fear in
love ; but perfect love casteth out fear, because fear
hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in
love,” Besides dwelling on the loving attributes of
God, the charch was exhorted to love and to bear
with one another, and to forgive each other ; thus
proving their love to God by their love for the
brethren, -In the afternoon the chureh assembled
to partake of the ordinances of the Lord's house,
and o answer by testimony o the customary roll
call. Over twu hundred responses were made by
testimony or letter. The unanimity of testimony,
the earnest desire on the part of all for a closer
walk with God, was a marked feature of the testi-
mony meeting. The deep wmovings of the Spirit of
Grod were felt in the meeting, Why should we not
plead for the ““showers of blessing” when the ¢ drop-
pings " are so precious ?  The solemn ordinances in-
stituted by the loving Saviour were partaken of by all,
and we can say, with the disciples of old, ** Did not
our hearts burn within us while he talked with us by
the way 7" How thoroughly in earnest should our
selt-examination be, when we realize that each
quarter draws us uearer t) the marriage supper of
the Lamb ; that soon He whose body was broken
and whose blyod was spilled for us, who was scoffed
at, derided, anl crucified for our sakes, will come in
power and great glory. May it be our privilege at
that time to be among that blessed company whom
the Lord himselt will come forth to serve.

We are pleagsed that so many of the absent
brethren have responded to our expressed desire by
reporting themselves by letter ; but there is still
room for improvenent in this respect. We are
Will the brethren
in the field kindly bear this in mind, and forward
their testimony at next quarterly meeting ?

Warrer H, B. MiLLER, Clerk,
—_——t—————————
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA.

anxious to hear from every one.

Ix these countries, tent-meetings cannot be held
duaring the winter months, nor those of late autumn
and early spring ; so the season is spent by the
ministers in visiting the churches and holding
meetings with them. As the churches do not have
settled pastors, these ministerial visits are a source
of great comfort and encouragement, and frequently
additions are made to their numbers,

In both the United States and Canada, the ques-
tion of religious liberty is occupying a large share of
attention. In Canada, the Lord's Day Alliance,
whose object ts the enforcement of Sunday by law,
has the co-operation of most of the Protestant de-
nominations, ~The Alliance has sent out nearly ten
thousand petition blanks, asking for signatures.
On the other band, there are staunch friends
of liberty, who believe that no form of religious
observance should ever be established by law,
A.mong these maybe mentioned the B aptistdenomina-
tion, that here, as well as elsewhere, stands opposed to
the establishinent of any prineiple of religion by law.
In their annual convention held at Ottawa, they
adupted a resolution expressing their faith in certain
well-defined principles of religious freedom, which
may be summarized as follows :—

1. Freedom of religious opinion and worship is
inherently a vested right of the individual conscience
and not a grant from the State.

2. Parliament may not prescribe any form of re-
ligious belief or worship.
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8. All citizens and denominations should be equal
in every way before the law.

4. In all regards in which thé State violates these
principles, it transcends its rightful power, and un-
justly infringes on individual rights,

Petitions to Parliament against the passage of
any law that would interfere with religious freedom,
are circulated, and many signatures are obtained.
TFach petition is headed by the following character-
istic and sensible words of the Queen :—

Firmly relying ourselves on the truth of Christianity,
and acknowledging with gratitude the solace of religion,
we disclaim alike the right and the desire to impose our
convictions omany of our subjects. We declare it to be
our Royal will and pleasure that none be in any wise
favored, none molested or disquieted, by reason of their
religious faith or observance, but that all shall alike enjoy
the equal and impartial protection of the law ; and we do
strictly charge and enjoin all those who may be in author-
ity under us, that they abstain from all interference with
the religious belicf or worship of any of our subjects, on
pain of our highest displeasure.

Pews Sumnnny,

NOTES.

INFLUENZA, or la grippe in French, which was at first
regarded lightly as merely an inconvenient affection, has
manifested iteelf in a very serionx |hase at several
places in Europe and the United States, especially so in
the American cities of Pittsburgand Chicago. Inthe lut-
ter city the death rate has been reported to be as high as
six hundred per day, and the situation was reported as be-
ing very alarming. Thisis the second visit of the malady
to that country, and the question very natnrally suggests
itself to Australians, How will we fare should the disease
ma<e its reapprarance in our midst? Its ways are
mysterious ; and with theexample of Chicago and other
cities before ns, we may be excused for heartily wishing
it to postpone indefinitely its reappearance on these
shores.

In Bulgaria the political horizon is again overcast.
M. Beltchiff, the Minister of Finance, has been assassin-
ated, and the life of M. Stambonloff, the Premier, is
threatened. At Sofia, where the murder took place,
eighteen persons have been arrested for complicity in
the conspiracy, which, it is unnecessary to say, is of
Russian origin, If it were not for Ruseian intrigne,
Bulgaria would no doubt lead a quiet,  eaceahle life ;
but Bulgaria has more independence than power, and
the Czar takes advantage of her helplessness, and aspires
to shape her destinies to meet his ambitious ends.
Having plotted to throw political affairs in the plucky
little principality into hopeless confusion, Russia has
next impudently demanded the intervention of the
Enropean powers, Still later, it is asserted that a plot
to  murder Prince Ferdinand, and his mother, the
Princess Clermentine, has been discovered, in which
Russian agents are implicated.

THE Roman Catholic Church is no exotic in this isl-
and continent, and it may not be unprofitable to keep
before the p -ople the spirit it is lna.ﬁifeStiug in other
countries. It is crafty and politic. In the United
Stutes the native red wen ure hell to he “the wards of
the nation,” and great pains are taken to educate and
civilize them. The religions denominations, inclnding
the Catholies, take up this work, and they receive liberal
aid frown the nationul treasury. 'In 1886 and 1887, the
Catholics secured over a half of the money thns appro-
priatel ; in 1888, uneirly two-third~, and in 1889 more
than this proportion. In 1890 tle appropriation
amounted to £112,390. of which the Catholics received
£71,391, while the remaining £40,999 wus divided be-
tween fifieen Protestant denomintims, representing
a much larger proportion of the religions population of
the country. Of course the money was voted to them ;
but why ?

Do THEY use their mouney to the advantage of

the people they undertake to evangelize P—Not al-’

ways. Read what Bishop Cox of Western New York
says of the condition of Hayti, one of the West India
Islands, where for four hundred years the Romnish
Church has had full sway. He says: “I1 was
informed upon good authority, that two-thirds of

the men who packed the cathedrals, were heathen,
devil-worshippers, Voudooists, and cannibals, who wor-
shipped, within the very walls of the cathedrals, their
heathen god, Voundoo. The lower-class Haytians be-
lieve that there are two devils, the black one and the
white one. By baptizing a child, it is made proof against
the wiles of the white devil ; but to protect it froin the
black one, a sacrifice tnust be made to Voudoor. So a
child is fattened, and about New Year's Dy it is suc-
rificed to Voudoo, and its flesh is eaten by those taking
part in the ceremony. This is to propitiate their
heathien god.” A president who attetnpted to pnt a stop
to this cannibalism, and had eighteen men shot in the
effort, was obliged to take a hasty and nnceremonuious
leave of his people to escape ‘heir fury.

‘Two TERRIBLE tragedies have marked thie Raster
military manceuvres in the colonies this season. The
first occurred at Queenscliff at the fortifications that
gnard the approaches by sea to the Victorian
capital.  On March 28th. the day after Good Friday,
during the military exercises, by the premature explosion
of acartridge two men were instantly killed, and several
others were injured. But this accident, terrible as
it was, was surpassed in horror by one that occurred
at Sydney on the 3rd inst, not quite a week
later. Lord Jersey, the Governor, accompanied
by Lady Jersey, were witnessing the military manceavres.
A torpedo boat wus sent out to lay some mines; and
it is thought the wires became tangled, and the wrong
one was connected with the electric batiery in the boat.
The result was that the wrong mine was exploded,
blowing up -the torpedo boat, killing four men and
wounding eight others. The latter were .ot so seriously
hurt but that they may recover. The men killed were
literally blown to pieces. Two of them, Licutenants

" Haramond and Bedford, were among the most efficient

and popular officers connected with the submarine
corps, and each held a responsible position outside
military circles. Lieutenant Hammmond’s wife witnessed
the accident, and her agony can be better imagined
than described. In the sudden and terrible deaths of
these six men, and the wounding of so many others, we
are reminded of the cruel nature of warfare. It seems
a pity that the colonies should deem it necessary to their
safety to devote so much of their tiwme, energy, and
woney to military purposes.
e—t——
ITEMS.

Influenza has again become epidemic in Berlin and
Russia. .

Last year, over £750,000 were bequeathed to charitable
institutions in London.

Tasmania is to have an Exhibition in Launceston, to
be opened in Noverber next.

A Chicago physician claims that he has discovered
the microbe which causes influenza.

The telephone has gained a footing even in Iceland,
where there is a line five miles long.

Heavy floods in the State of Ohio have swept away
the homes of many hundreds of families.

The largest city park in the world is Fairmount Park
in Philadelphia, containing over 2900 acres.

The influenza epidemic is abating in Chicago ; but
the disease is spreading rapidly in other places.

The King of Sian: has donated £48,000 to the Baptist
mission at Bangkok, for a hospital and a school.

The Constitution Bill is claiming tiie attention of
the Federation Convention now sitting in Sydney.

The Chinese Governinent has consented to the erection
of a telegraph line from Pekin to 1he Siberian border.

The population of India, according to the census just
taken, is 285,000,000, u guin of 86,200,000 in ten yeurs.

Prince Victor, eldest son of the late Prince Napoleon,
has been recognized as the head of the Bonaparte fanuly.

The newly discovered gold fields in Mashonalan,
South Africa, are said to be of extraordinary extent and
richness. ‘

The Salvation Army are not permitted to hold public
assemblies in Buenos Ayres,as they are not a recognized
religious body.

The revenue of the United Kingdom for the past
year was £89,489,000 ; the surplus is estimated al
£1,300,000.

Tt is said that the United States Government is about
‘to enlist into its army 2000 young Indians, to act as
scouts and light cavalry, ’

Twenty persons were killed recently in election riots
in Buenos Ayres, tlie capital of the Argentine Republic.

In France the sale of tobacco is a government mo-
nopoly, and the profits have reached £16,000,000 per
annum.

Nineteen lives were lost by the wreck of the Strath-
airly from Newcastle on-Tyne among the Caroline
Islands recently.

An insurrectionary rising on a small scale broke out
among the troops at Oporto, Portngal, recently; but was
promptly subdued.

A society has been formed at Boston, U. S. A., for
the investigation of Spiritualisim. Several prominent
ministers are among its members.

In the Province of Quebec, the Rontan Catholic
Church has one cleric for every twenty-six farnilies,
hol:ls property worth £24,000,000, and has an income of
£2,400,000.

Russia is said to be strengthening her position in the

North Pacific by the acenmulation of soldiers and war

material at Vladivostock, the chief Ruossian naval station
on the Pacific.

The French legislative body annually costs that
nation about £720.000, the Spanish, £50,000; the
Italian, £86,000; the Belgian, £40,000; the Portu-
guese, £30,000.

Leprosy is said to be spreading rapidly umong the
whites and Indians of British Columbia. The diseace
was communicated from Chinese lepers, who are under
no restraint whatever,

The King of Samoa has issued a proclamation forbid-
ding the sale in his dominions of spiritinous, vinous, or
fermented liquors, or intoxicaiing driuks of any kind,
by any Samoan or Pacific Islander resident in Samon.

Serious rioting is reported from Sligo, Ireland, in con-
nection with the troubles in the Irish party over the
Parnell question. The rioters boldly attacked the
police, and were finally dispersed at the point of the
bayonet.

The Servians find that their tronbles with ex-King
Milan and his divorced wife, Natalie, were not ended by
a decree of banishment. Milan doesn’t propose to leave
unless the Regents will buy his absence, and that they
do not seemn inclined to do. .

Mrs. Sheldon, the American lady who has gone to
Africa to study the domestic life of the natives, has
reached Africa, and started for the interior. Mrs.
Sheldon is said to be a physician of no mean ability ;
she has also won a reputation as an author and sculptor,

Very serions strikes have taken place in the United
States. The striking miners in Pennsylvania ure very

turbulent, and have had some collisions with the police -

Many of thew are drilling, and the military have been
cailed out. In Nevada six hundred miners have struck
for the eight-hours systemn.

There are omens that the labor contest in Queensland
is collapsing. The importation of free labor, which is
protected by the strong arm of the Government, seems
to be breaking the spirit of the unionists. They seem
disposed to accept freedom of contract, except, perhaps,
in the case of alien labor, wages to remain unaltered.

Seventy Chinese, most of whom are criminals under
sentence of penal servitude for periods of from five to
fifteen yvears, have been landed at Nouitea, New Cale-
donia. They are principally natives of the annexed
territory, an. are being hired out, or sokl for the term
of th ir senfences, at the (Rovernment Imumigration
Bureau.

An International Miners’ Congress was opened in
Paris on the 1st inst. The delegates in attendance
represent over 1,000,000 miners of various nationali-
The congress is presided over by Mr. Thomas
Burt, M. P, the well-known labor advocate. Strong
grounds have been tuken in favor of the eight-hours
systeni.

A force consisting of 470 Goorkhas and eight
British officers, under the command of Mr. J. W Quin-
ton, Chief Commissioner of Assam, was sent to subdue
an insurrection in Manipnr. They were attacked in
camp, and after two duys’ fighting their cartridges were
exhausted, and the men scattered to save their lives if
possible. Some of the officers were cuptured, and
many of the Goorkhas killed. The rmmors of the
details of the disaster, and of the number killed, have
been various and conflicting. A strong expedition has
been dispatched to punish the offenders,

ties.

i



126

BIBLE ECHO AND SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Vol. 6, No. 8.

Hrealth and Demperance.

GO ON,

Go oN | go on! no moments wait
To help the right.
Be strong in faith, and emulate
The virtues of the good and great
With all thy might.
Go on.

Goonl goon! thou canst not tell
Thy mission here ;
‘Whate'’er thou doest, labor well,
Nor let a doubt within thee dwell,
Or coward fear.
" Goon.
—_—————— ——
SOME DIETETIC HINTS.

—Selected.

Pickles —Cucumbers, peaches, green tomatoes,
~and numerous other fraits and vegetables, are some-
_times preserved by saturation with strong vinegar.
; Sometimes whisky or some other aleoholic liquor is

added to increasse the preservative property of vine-
gar, The same process which makes it impossible
for a fruit or vegetable to ferment or decay, makes
its digestion equally difficult, as already explained.
Pickles are exceedingly unwholesome as articles of
food, and often cause acute dyspepsia in those who
eat-of them. Young ladies addicted to the free use
of pickles may be aszured that they must certainly
“part with their favorite dainty or bid farewell to
. good digestion, Cucumbers preserved with salt or
vinegar are next to impossible of digestion. The
proverbial unhealthfulness of this vegetable is a

popular notion based on experience with the article |

prepared with vinegar and salt, Those chemical
"agents harden the delicate structures of the vege.
table, and render it almost unapproachable by the
digestive juices. The pure vegetable, unsophisti-
_cated by condiments, is as harmless as other green
vegetables. We would not hesitate to eat it freely
" thus, if need be, and in “ cholera times.”
Vinegar.—As the use of vinegar is continually
" increasing, attention should be called to the fact
that it may be a cause of disease. Ordinary vine-
" gar contains about five per cent. of acetic acid, its
principal ingredient. Like alcoholic liquors, vine-
gar. is a product of fermentation, being the result
“of carrying a little further the same process by which
aleohal is produced. Vinegar is much more irritat-
ing to the digestive organs than an aleoholic liquor
of the same strength, It is extremely debilitating
to the stomach when wmuch used, though for the
time being exciting. Vinegar is not infrequently
employed in considerable quantities by young ladies
‘who are anxious to look paie and interesting, and it
“never fails to produce the desired effect. It can be
-well recommended for such a purpose, sinee it so
-greatly impairs the digestion as to soon interfere
‘seriously with nutrition, The moderate use of a
‘light wine or of ale or beer is much less destructive
to the digestive organs than the large use of vine-
gar which is not uncommon among hearty eaters,
"There is really no need of resorting to so inferior a
-gource for a mild acid, as we have the want met
-most perfectly in lemons, limes, citrons, and other
acid fruits. As a dressing for some kinds of vege-
‘table tood, lemon juice is a pertect substitute for
ivinegar.

We have maintained this position respecting the
‘use of vinegar for several years, notwithstanding it
has been highly recommended by not a few eminent
‘writers on food and dietetics. Very recently, how-
‘ever, M. Richet, at the head or an august body of
:French savants, comes forward maintaining that by
‘careful experiment he has proved that these things

"are «bad food for the stomach.” He does not hesi-
‘tate to pronounce vinegar and tartaric acid prolific
icauses of dyspepsia, and highly condemns the use of
Ivinegar and pickles by young ladies. - According to.

M. Richet, the use of acetic and tartaric acids cauces
a decrease in the secretion of gastric juice, without
which no digestion can take place.

Tea and Coffee.—In classing these favorite bever-
ages with causes of dyspepsia, we shall cert:%inly call
forth a loud protest from the numerous devotees of
“the fragrant cup;’’ and among the number of
those who argue for their nse, we shall find numer-
ous learned professors, as well as nearly the whole
sisterhood of the wives, maidens, mothers, and
grandmothers of the nation, along with a good pro-
portion of the husbands, fathers, brothers, and
grandfathers as well. Nevertheless, it can be easily
shown that whatever action may be assigned to these
beverages, it is unfavorable to digestion rather than
otherwise. Leaving out of consideration tle objec-
tions which may be urged against the use of tea and
coffee on other grounds, the following may be offered
as reasons why they are objectionable on aceount of
exerting an injurious influence upon the digestive
organs ;—

1. Both tea and eoffee contain an element resem-
bling tannin, which precipitates or neutralizes the
pepsin of the gastric juice, and so weakens its di-
gestive power. :

2. Theine and caffeine, the active principles of
tea and coffee, are toxic elements, which at first in-
crease and then diminish vital action, thus occasion-
ing debility of the digestive organs from long-con-
tinued use.

8. Both tea and coffee are objectionable on the
same ground as other beverages in connection with
meals, on account of disturbing the digestion by
dilution and consequent weakening of the gastric
juice and overtaxing the absorbents, delaying the
digestion of the fvod, and thus giving rise to fermen-
tation, When taken hot, as is the usual custom,
these beverages, as do others, at first stimulate, but
ultimately relax and debilitate the stomach,

The objections mentioned as applying to tea and
coffee may be urged with equal force against cocoa
and chocolate, the effects of which differ from the
effects of tea and coffee chiefly in degree.

Alcohol.—1. Alcohol itself is an active poison,
which when received into the stomach in a concen-
trated state, is almost as quickly fatal to life asis
prussic acid or strychnia. It precipitates the pepsin
of the gastric juice, rendering it inert.

2. It irritates the gastric mucons membrane when
taken in any but extremely small quantities, even
beer and the weaker liquors having this effect when
long continued.

3. The ultimate effect of alecohol 4s to cause de-
generation of the secreting glands of the stomach,
by which its utility as a digestive organ is destroyed.
Liguoer of any sort taken upon an empty stowach is
especially injurions.—J. H. Kellogg, M.D., in Home
Hand-Book of Hygiene and Medicine.

PR Y
14

WHY IS THE CIVILIZED WOMAN AN
INVALID?

AxoNa savages, the woman is just as healthy as
the man. Considered as an animal from a physio-
logieal standpoint, a woman is capable of more hard
work, of enduring more hardship, deprivation, and
disease than a man. A wowan will endure where a
man will succumb and break down entirely, She is
not naturally the weaker vessel, and certainly in
some respects a woman is constitutionally the
superior, Qut of an equal number of male and
female infants, there will be found at the end of the
first year of life a larger number of girls alive than
boys, according to statistics, This discrepancy con-
tinues up to the age of fifteen vr sixteen, when the
mortality beconies greatest among the girls. At the
age of forty or fifty, the death rate is about equal in
both sexes, and, finally, the oldest inhabitant is

always o woman, thus showing thiat her constitutional

fund of vitality is naturally greatest. It is some-
times argued that a woman is naturally weaker and
inferior because the average weight of her brain is
from four to six ounces less than that of the average
man, and that thus her intellectual quality is less as
well as her physical. But when the size of a
woman's brain is considered in comparison with the
weight of her body, it is evident that a woman has
more brain per pound than a man ; and if that be a
proper standard of comparison, then woman is the
superior, There is no physical reason why a woman
should be more feeble or diseased than a man, Yet
the women ars the support of the doctors.  If all the
women in the country vould get well, ninety-nine
physicians out of every handred would have to seek
some other employment.  Woman, the chief sup-
port of the doctors,” is a toust very frequently given
at the close of & medieal convention.

Stanley was furnished with two hundred negro
women to carry his stuff inta the interior of Africa,
and he found them the best porters he had employed,
although he felt very doubtful about accepting their
services when first proposed. The Mexican Indian
woman is able to earry her household goods on her
back with two or three babies on top, when a change
of location i3 desirable. Meanwhile her husband
tradges bravely along carrying his gun. On the
continent of Hurope, moss of the heavy work is done
by womnen. Atone place I saw a three-woman team
with & man for a driver. [n Vienna, women and
dogs are frequently hitched together, and sometimes
a woman is yoked with a cow to draw a load of
produce to the city. Onece in Italy I saw such a
team hitched to a plough. Many of these peasant
women will carry wupon their heads a load of
vegetables that few men could easily litt, These
women have the muscles of the waist and trunk
thoroughly developed,  Deapite their hardships,
they do not saffer from the backache or dis-
placements, or other ailments which the women whao
dress fashionably ave constantly afflicted with.

The civilized woman with muscles so flabby that
they afford no support to the internal viscera, traces
the starting point of her ill-health to some trifling
cause, like a jump from a carriage ; or perhaps her
back gave way when she lifted a pail of water or her
baby ; or perhaps stair climbing brought about
the direful calamity. I am not saying that these
may actual exciting causes of serious
derangements when there is no muscular develop-
ment ; but what I wish to emphasize is that women
are to blame for wot cultivating their muscles, and
more to blame for deforming themselves so as to
render the large muscles of the body nearly useless.
The ordinary woman has bones of steel and whale-
bone to brace her up; but instead of affording any
real support, they destroy the natural carve of the
back, rob the figure of much of its beauty, and also
rob its natural tense supports of their integrity.
Shall these things be counted as less than criminal ?
and dare one say that the punishment which oat-
raged nature metes outis too heavy? When the
civilized wornan caltivates her muscles symmetrically,
she will cease to be an invalid, and not till then.—
Phrenological Journal,

not be

THE secret of beauty is health. The work which
one wmay do, the rest she must take, her baths, her
diet, her exercise, are matters of individual con-
sideration, but they must be carefully thought of
and never neglected. There are times when one
could guess, without looking in the glass, that one’s
eyes are dull, and one’s skin is mottled. This is not
a case for someshing in a pretty bottle from the
perfumer s, or for the lotion that the circulars praige
30 highly. To have a freshh complexion and bright
eyes, even to have white lands anl a graceful figure,
you must be well. Health, and the happiness that
usually comes with it, are the trne secrets of beauty.— -
Selected. .
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST.

By Mgrs. E. G. WHITE.

Author of “ The Great Controversy beiween Christ and Satan,”
“ Shetches from the Life of Paul)’ ** Bible Sanctification,”
and other v wmable veligious works,

THIs new volume from the pen of the above gifted author
is written in a simple, yet terse and interesting narrative
style, and brings out many gems of truth in the life and
works of Christ which cannot but awaken new interest and
arouse a deeper love for the Saviour of mankind.

The narrative of the four evangelists is skillfully woven
into the work, and they are shown to be in harmony through-
out. While the work will be found ‘to harmonize strictly
with the Bible, it at the same time so thoroughly interests
the reader that it is with reluctance that he lays it down
until the last page has been read.

“The Life of Christ " is printed in clear, large type, from
new plates, on fine calendered paper, and contains 600 pages.
Issued only in French, German, Swedish, and Danish.
Sent post free for 6s. 6d.

The Life of Christ in English is supplied in two volumes

known as ’
THE GREAT CONTROVERSY, VOLS. Il. & I1I.

These contain the History of Redemption, as illustrated in
the birth, life, ministry, miracles, and teachings of Christ,
and also the facts concerning the death, resurrection, and
ascension of Heaven’s Anointed, and the lives and ministry
of the Apostles. The account of_the labors and death of
the great Apostle Paul is of deep interest. These volumes
will be found a great help to the Bible student.

Cloth, 400 pages. Post free, 4s. 6d. each,
EcHo PuBLISHING CO., 14 and 16 Best St., N, Fitzroy,

NEW EDITION |

Liife gﬁetches.

o - ——
Ancestry, Early Life, Christian Experience,
and Extensive L.abors

———spfs OF *$3e—

JAMES WHITE,
wo s v RLLEN 6, WHITE,

WITH STEEL PORTRAITS.

THE book is divided into three parts; namely, Elder
White's Narrative, Mrs. White's Narrative, and the appendix.
The appendix contains the following chapters: Eld. White's
Sickness and Recovery; Renewed Vigor and More Extensive
Labors ; Denominational Institutions; Visit to the Pacific
Coast; Dispensation of the Spirit; Last Sickness and
Death of Elder White ; Conclusion.

The book is nicely printed on tinted paper, contains 453
pages, and will be sent by mail, post.paid, on receipt of
4s. 6d. i

Address ‘
ECHO PUBLISHING CO,,

14 and 16 Best Street, North Fitzroy.

Prophetic o« Tinhts,

THE TESTIMONY OF THE CENTURIES.

Tuis new work, as its title indicates, treats of some of the leading prophecies of both the Old
and the New Testament, showing the exact fulfillment of the predictions of the Bible concerning
Egypt, Tyre, Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Also of the prophecies concerning
the First Advent of Christ, which

PROVE THE INSPIRATION OF THFE BIBLE,

And give assurance that other prophecies which are noted will as surely and exactly be
fulfilled. Its design is to remove some of the covering that has been thrown over prophecy
by human_speculation, so that its clear light may shine out. This has been done by letting
the BIBLE TELL ITS OWN STORY, in its own language. No theories are advanced ; but
the plain predictions are laid side by side with the well-attested historical facts which show
their exact fulfillment. To the student of Bible prophecy it will be found an invaluable aid
and to the general reader a source of much instruction and information. It is nicely printed on
heavy paper, and embellished with

HANDSOME ENGRAVINGS,

many of which were designed especially for this work.
The size is large octavo, nearly 200 pages, including engravings, and upwards of twenty
illustrated chapter and subject headings, etc.
Ecuo PusLisHing Co., NorTH FITzZROY.

SENT ANYWHERE BY PoST FoOR B,

& JUST TIHE TIING IFOR A. PRESENT.
junbeams off Jfealth and Pemperance

BEARUTIFULLY IRLUSTRATED.

This work contains the result of many years' research on the part of the author, and is"
full of sketches which are very amusing and at the same time instructive and entertaining
One section of the work is entitled

THRE HABITATIONS OF MHEIN.

Beginning with a New Guinea pile village, the author describes some of the primitive
methods of building a house, and the strange and carious styles of building in use now
amongst the different tribes and nations of the earth; also giving a description of a

HEALTHY HOME AND HOW IT SHOULD BE BUILT.

A most interesting account of some of the strange customs and manners of these people is
also given, and their food and what we live on are contrasted.

DAME FASHION AND HER SILLAVES,

Sketching the peculiarities of dress adopted by Ancient and Modern Nations, and the relation
of dress to health. Tt contains also

INZERESTING ZALES FOR OLD AND YOUNE,

TEMPERANCE ANECDOTES, HEALTH HINTS, AND SHORT SKETCHES.
WITH HUNDREDS OF ENGRAVINGS,

Many of which are full page, and five of which are beautiful Colored' Plates. Size 10 x 12 in.

ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING VOLUMES EVER PUBLISHED

Sent anywhere by Post for 1os.
Appress, ECHO PUBLISHING COMPANY, NORTH FITZROY.

OVER 200 PAGES, ILLUSTRATED

LIFE OF WILLIAM MILLER,

WITH PORTRAIT.

OMPRISING Sketches of the Public Labors

and Christian Experience of this remark-
able man, and giving a true presentation of
the leading events of his life.

THE CHARACTER OF THE GREAT
SECOND ADVENT MOVEMENT,

In ‘which he acted so prominent a part, is also
set forth,showing clearly that he was not a mere
enthusiast, but 2 man of calm judgment, though
very much misunderstood. His career as a
farmer, his conversion, and his arduous labors as
an evangelist, are all set forth, and the history of
the movement which swept over the world in
1844, the nature of the mistake made, and their
great disappointment, are all given in this
work.

410 pages. By post for 4s. 6d.

Life of Capt. Joseph Bates.

BY J. WHITE.

FROM CABIN BOY TO CAPTAIN AND OWNER.

Tris book is read with the deepest interest by
both old and young. It contains the record of a
sea-faring life of twenty-five years, and records
the

THRILLING ADVENTURES & FEARFUL DANGERS

through which he passed ; how he was - pressed
into the British service, and after spending
many years on a Man-of-war and as a Prisoner
of war, how he escaped, and his after successful
career on a merchantman. It also gives. an
account of his conversion while on the ocean,
his noble stand in the cause of temperance, and
the triumphant close of his long and useful life.

EVERY FAMILY SHOULD HAVE A COPY. ‘

320 pages. By post for 4s. 6d.
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We send no papers out without their having been ordered. Hence

~ Year Book mentioned in our last.

_many cases being put forth,
- notices to discontinue, and many words of commendation
It is the aim of its conductors to place

- remains undone.

' persons receiving the BIBLE ECHO without having ordered it, are
" being supplied by some friend, and they will noc be called upon to
¢ pay for the paper.

Wz are pleased to be able to reply to friendly in-

" quiries that our subseription lists are gradually gaining

in length, though we are sure that the efforts which the
BisLE EoHo merits at the hands of its friends are not in
We receive very few

fromn all sides.
the Ecro in-the very forefront of religious papers,
and in this endeavor they do not contemplate resting
satisfied while anything that will add to its usefulness
At the present time, important ad-
vancement is in contemplation, whickrgyill in due time
be announced.

Meanwhile we earnestly request all our friends to put

" forth every reasonable effort to increase the circulation

of our journal.
obtain

We suggest that each one resolve to
at least one subseriber for each six months.

* This seems like a small task, but it would work wonders

at head-quarters.

THE last mail from San Francisco brings news of the
safe arrival of Bro. S. N. Haskell in the United States,
where he received the warmnest welcome from his many

- friends on the completion of his two years’ trip around
.the world.

We have received some very interesting
notes of his travels, which we shall be sure to lay before

_our readers as fast as space will permit,

WE are now in receipt of a good quantity of the new
Orders will be
promptly filied at sixpence each, post-paid.

VERY interesting reports of the good eetings
enjoyed by our people in the late season of special
. prayet continte to reach us from all parts of the world.
‘There were special outpourings of blessing enjoyed by
{both the churches and their ministers.

WE were startled to learn from the Ieview and
Herald that the Central Publishing House at Battle
Creek, Michigan, narrowly escaped destruction by fire.
The fire originated in the engine room by the ignition
of oil gas, and only the promptitude and conrage of the
employés and fire department saved the imnmense
institution from totaldestruction. The amount invested
there is not much if any less than £100,000. As it
was, a lo3s of about £500 was entailed, which fell upon
the insurance cornpanies.

OuRr esteemed contemporarvy, the Christian Standard,
quotes us as saying that * Scripture example for cele-
brating the Lord’s Supper on Sunday morning is entirely
wanting,” and inthuates its desire to be told something
it does not know. The Standard would Jike the name
of the religious body that holds this view of the question.
We acknowledge our inability to point out any denon-
ination that really believes in the idea of Sunday sacved-
ness, from any Bible standpoint. We do know of one, at
least, which professes to be very particnlar in its adlier-
ence to New Testamnent example, which elains to speak
when the Bible speaks, and to remain gilent whon the
Bible is silent; and these same people are very persistent,
even strenuous, in the practice of meeting each Sunlay
morning to celebrate the Lord's Supper. Whether those
who follow this practice hold the view that they lrave
Scriptural example or not, we do not know. According
to their profession, we suppose they do, If they do, we
desire to point out their mistake : if not, we exhort them
not to teach for doctrines the comman lients ot men.

See Matthew 15 : 6, 9.

THERE is more meant by *“being on the Lord s sile”
than werely saying «o in meeting. The Lord’s side is
ever the side of wercy, pity, and sympathy for the
suffering, as will be seen by the example given us in
the life of Jesus. We are required to imitate his
example. But there are some who are not on the Lord’s
side in regard to these things ; they are on tie side of
the enemy. In giving to his hearers an illustration of
this subject, Jesus said :—

“TInasinuch as ve have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it nunio me. Then
shall he say also unto the:n on the left hand, Depart
from me,- ve cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels. For [ was an hungered, and
ye gave me no meut ; I was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink ; T was a stranger, and ve took we not in;
naked, and ye clothed me not ; sick, and in prison, and
ye visited me not. Then shall they also answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hangered, or athirst,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did
not minister unto thee ? Then shall he answer them,
saying, Verily I say unto yon, Inasmuch as ye did it
not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.
And these shall go away into everlasting punishment ;
bat the righteous into life eternal.”

Here in his sermon Christ identifies himself with suf-
fering humanity, and plainly impresses upon us all that
indifference or injustice done to the least of his saints
is done to him. Here is the Lord s side, and whoever
will be on the Lord's side, let him come over with us.
The dear Saviour is wounded when we wound one of
ltis humblest saints.—Mrs. E. G. White.

THE DAY LINE.

THE imaginary difficulty of keeping a definite
weekly rest-day (a difficaisy which is never presented
by uany except opponents of the observance of the
seventh day, and is not supposed to upply. to any other
day) is frequently puaded by people who ought to
know better. [t isa fact that comes within the range
of the knowledge of ordinary things that confusion of
days is prevented by a provision of navigation that the
day shall be said to couunence its circuit on the 180th
paraliel of longitude which lies just east of Now Zea-
land. Travellers or mariners upon crossing that iine
either way, pass fromi one day into another, or chauge
their dates twenty-four iours. They set their reckoniug
bacx one day in going east and forward one day in go-
ing west ; so that all the world is kept in perfect har-
mony upon the day question, An exception to this
statement may be found upon the Samnoan Islands,
where the people literally keep  Satarday for Sunday.”
And we are told that this was caused by the failure of
the first inissionaries to those istands to recognize the
“day line.” ]

W lave received No. 5 of the Young People’s Library,
entitled ** Letters from The Haly Land.” The voinme
contains 160 pages, and seems to be up to the high
average of its predecessors,

ALL our readers will be glad to see the letter in
another place froin onr little missionary boat, wlhich
has made a trip to the Pitcairn Island, from which the
vessel is named.

AN EASY MATTER TO RIDICULE.

Tug Victorian Standard for March contains an article,
which, it is calculated by the writer, demolishes at one
fell swoop the whole theory of implicit obedience to
the fourth commandment This trenchant blow was
in response to some one having sent our brother editor
some of the tracts issued by our society. We have
been asked to reply to this stroke of logic, which runs
as follows :— )

WHICH IS THE PROPER DAY TO OBSERVE AS

SUNDAY ?

Sunday, or the Sabbath, is simply a relative term, and de-
Pends entirely upon circumstances. To illustrate what we
mean, we will suppose that the personsforming the population
of Melbourne suddenly became converts to the Seventh-day
Adventists’ creed. On Thursday, the lst Japuary, 1891, we
will say, 1000 of these persons sail per P. and O. liner, and in
due time arrive in England ; from there they go to New York,
then across the American continent to San Francisco, and on
per mail steamer to Honoluln, thence to Sydney, finally
arriving in Melbourne safely. They have made the cirvenit of
the world travelling eastward. n comparing dates, our
voyagers will find that their day and date do not correspond
with the calendars ashove. They have lost ¢ day’s reckoning
through travelling in the same dwrection as the sun. The day
our voyagers call Monday, their friends ashore call Tuesday.
Farther, we will suppose that another batch of 1000 Adventists
left Melbourne the same day as the first ship load, travelling
via Sydaey to San Francisco, New York, and returning to
Melbourne by the P. and O. boat. These people would have
gained a day on the almanac, by reason of having travelled
against the sun. Therefore the day which voyagers No. 1 call
Monday, and the people ashore call Tuesday, voyagers No, 2
would decisively affirm was Wednesday. A little more trav-
elling on the part of the friends who had heretofore remained
in Melbourne, and then we would have every day in the week
observed as the correct Sabbath hy different sections of the
community according to what day they landed when their
journey was over, It would be easy to ridicule the utter in-
congraity, of such a state of affairs; but having pointed out
the weakness of the Seventh-dag Adventist creed, we will
remain content in clinging to the Sunday as we have found it,
honestly believing that every condition of the fourth com-
mandment is fulfilled by its ohservance. .

With the profonndest respect for its authior, we snb-
it that such nonsense does not deserve an answer,
But to illustrate the foolishness of the attempted
argument, we refer, first, to the heading, * Which is the
Proper Day to Observe as Sunday?” Sunday, of course;
not Monday, nor Saturday. Again: to go around the
world, proceeding to London, New York, San Francisco,
Honoluln, etc., is said to be “travelling eastward.” Tt
is also suid to be “travelling in the same direction as
the sun,” which is true enough ; but does the sun travel
eastward ?  We could overlook such mistakes in state-
ment if the logic were any better ; but this is as far
frowmn the truth as is the careless statement. Hnndreds
of people there are in Melbourne who have circum-
navigated the globe in both directions ; but who ever
heard of any one of them being placed in such a
dileinma as is here conjured up 2 S. D. Adventists have
travelled i1 all parts of the world, and wnay be found on
every continent and in every habitable latitude, but
they never have met even the shasdow of any such a
difficulty. It is an easy matter for smne people to
“ridicnle” anything, no matter how sound or sacred it
may be. And, reader, just imagine the Standard
ridiculing the incongruity of 8. D. Adventists in keep-
ing the Sabbath on account of the rotundity of the earth,
while the editor of that journal remains  clinging to
the Sunday.” TIsit not as possible to observe one duy
as it is to observe another of the same week? To
ridicule the observance of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment is to ridicule its Author, who made the
earth, “anl enjoined the obLservance of the Sabbath as
a memrorial of that fact.
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