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fam ily to steer you right..
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You still can.
Embarking on your first career is a lot easier 
when you ’ve got the guidance and support 
of family.

You’ll get all the encouragement and 
understanding you need from Hialeah 
Hospita l’s fam ily o f professionals. We’ll 
help you discover your strengths, channel 
your energies, capitalize on your unique 
talents and acquire new skills. W e’ll do it 
together in a sta te-of-the-art m edical 
environment.

Whatever your area of in te res t. . . from 
Business and Finance to Environmental 
M anagement to  Nursing and 
M e d ic in e .. . w e’ll make you feel 
right at home. Isn’t it about time 
you wrote to
the fam ily?

Hialeah
Hospital

A  D ivision of Associated M edical Institutions, Inc.
A not-for-profit, health care corporation.

l(©ur S Â é l ' p c u f  M M U t T om$a\ ©j T ^ u s j

Hialeah Hospita l, 651 East 25th Street, Hialeah, Florida 33013. (305) 835-4737.



SIDE
BY

SIDE

They met when they were five, two Missouri kids who 
"fought and squabbled and were each other's best friend." 
Twenty-one years later, Roger and Krista Woodruff were 
husband and wife: she a nurse, he a doctor-in-training.

"Together, were a team," they say, "creating a lifetime of service, 
side by side, in partnership with each other, and God."

If you'd like to be part of this kind of caring, write:
Florida Hospital, 601 E. Rollins, Orlando, Florida 32803.

FLORIDA HOSPITAL
"It's not just the quality of our care.

It's the quality of our caring."
A  Seventh-day Adventist hospital owned and operated by Adventist Health System/Sunbelt
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Dear Sabbath School Members,

We are happy and thankful to God for being the object of attention and help of
our Sabbath School members throughout the world one more time. God has blessed
His church in South America. Our desire is to carry the sweet message of Jesus’

We have set as our objective for the world crusade of 1000 Days of Reaping to 
baptize by His Spirit at least 170,000 souls. Each congregation, family, and 
member is experiencing the thrill of winning souls. We hope to organize one 
new congregation and begin construction of one new chapel each day, thus reach
ing a total of 1000 new churches.

The Special Projects portion (25 percent) of the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering on 
March 31 will aid three specific programs— two in the Chile Union, and one in 
Brazil.

1. The construction of chapels in Chile. A phenomenal change is occur- 
ing in the religious life of that country. Evangelical churches are 
gaining much attention as they grow in size and number. This is the 
time to proclaim Bible truth with power and clarity. But we urgently 
need to construct chapels to house expanding congregations.

2. The construction of a secondary school in Antofagasta. Thanks to the 
dynamic evangelism of pastors and laymen, many congregations have 
sprung up in Antofagasta, the political, economic, and cultural center 
of northern Chile. The school presently operates with inadequate 
facilities under the Central Church.

3. The construction of Minas Gerais Academy. This new Brazilian boarding 
school will serve the youth of the Minas and South Minas missions.
The first students arrived as soon as the property was acquired. They 
study and work under extremely trying conditions. The institutional 
master plan has already been approved and the campaign to raise 
materials and funds locally is well under way. Your prayers and offer
ing will provide a much-needed boost toward the completion of this 
project.

The 700,000 Seventh-day Adventists in South America thank you for your vision 
and generosity through the years and wish you God’s blessings as you continue 
to sacrifice for the completion of the eternal gospel.

soon return to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Your brother in Jesus

M s  cJ iU -  611 - TOelepkane: (061) 244-0066  -  Q aU e: ÇDioision '(Qelex: 611612 A
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THIS QUARTER’S ART
Urias Chagas

Urias Chagas, the artist for this 
quarter, is a senior theology major at 
Southwestern Adventist College.
Born on a Brazilian farm, Chagas re
members watching his parents work 
while he drew in the dirt with sticks— 
his earliest expression of talent.

At the age of 15 he went to work for 
a large advertising agency in Sao 
Paulo, and after he finished high 
school, his boss put him through two 
years of art school. “ I’d always wanted 
to work for the church, though,” he 
says, “ and when Casa Publicadora

Brasileira (the Brazil Seventh-day 
Adventist publishing house) asked me 
to come to work, I became a graphic 
artist for them, illustrating and laying * 
out magazines and books.”

While at the publisher, Chagas be
gan to dream of becoming a minis
ter. “Art has a deep relationship with 
everything you do in life, and a min
ister is talking of eternal life. Some- „ 
times it’s so difficult to visualize and 
remember some of these important 
ideas. If I use my art, people can 
see, hear and remember truth.”

He went to the Instituto Adventista 
de Ensino (Adventist Institute of 
Teaching) for three years, taking the- ■« 
ology while doing artwork and layout 
work for the college. While there, he 
won first place in a South American 
Division art competition.

“ I thought it would be a real help in 
my ministry and my artwork to learn 
English, so then I came to Southwest
ern Adventist College,” he com
ments. Again, he was put to work 
using his talents at the college.

His illustrations for the quarterly 
were done with pen and ink and a 
knife. “The most important part of 
these lessons is the individual char
acters,” Chagas says. “ And yet I 
wanted to show what they did. In the 
old style, only the actions would have 
been shown, nothing about the ind i
viduals themselves. I’ve tried to com
bine what they did with their faces, 
because we can all relate to a face.” +
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HOWTO USETHE
COLLEGIATE QUARTERLY

The Collegiate Quarterly, a North American Youth M inistries 
Publication, is designed fo r the college and university person, and 
anyone else who m ight happen to enjoy it. It is produced and 
w ritten  by college and university students and faculty, and by youth 
and young adult Sabbath School groups throughout North Am er
ica. Over 200 individuals contribute to the quarterly each year, on a 
vo lunteer basis.

W hen studying the weekly lessons, one o f the most im portant 
things fo r you to notice is the key texts that come under the Testi
mony, Evidence, H ow To, and O pin ion pieces. Reading these pas
sages w ill enhance your study because it w ill help keep your study 
centered in the Bible and show the relationship o f each article w ith 
Scripture.

The weekly lessons, divided by days, are also divided by sec
tions. Each section serves a d ifferent purpose.
•  Introduction (Sunday) This piece is designated to get your attention 
and center your m ind on the week's theme.
•  Logos (M onday) This section combines the Scripture passages that 
form  basis fo r the entire week's study.
•  Testimony (Tuesday) Here the theme is approached through the 
w ritings of Ellen W hite.
•  Evidence (Wednesday) This is usually the most “ scholarly" article 
o f the week as the theme is discussed from  a historical, scientific, 
philosophical, or theological perspective.
•  H ow  To (Thursday) Presented here are the practical implications 
o f the week's theme. It shows what all the theory, previously dis
cussed, means in day-to-day living.
•  Opinion (Friday) This piece is a personal perspective on the 
theme, meant to  encourage fu rther thought and discussion on the 
top ic.
•  React Here questions are presented fo r personal reflection and 
group discussion.

Because one o f the aims o f the Collegiate Quarterly is to en
courage personal thought and investigation rather than hand down 
offic ia l, readily-accepted and pre-digested " tru th ,"  at some po in t 
you w ill probably find  something w ith  which you disagree. When 
this happens don 't get all flustered and start laying eggs, having 
puppies, or whatever the case may be. Instead, study the issues 
w ith  an open m ind and discuss them w ith  your class. The results 
w ill not only be interesting but also rewarding.



Introduction to the Quarter

IT’S ALL OVER ALMOST
It’s all over, almost. A ll the manuscripts have come In, all the articles have 

been written. First, second, fourth, sixth, whatever number of edits that are done, 
have been completed. The reading committee has sent In their reports. Changes 
have been made. The final manuscript has been prepared and sent to the print
ers. They have sent the galleys back and these have been corrected and re
turned to the printers. It’s all over, almost. There's just one thing left to do. The 
Introduction to the Quarter needs to be written. But after reading, writing, and 
thinking commitment—the theme of the quarter—for the past two months, I 
would dearly love to assign this job to someone else.
Commitment?

It is finished, a life of pain and sorrow which no one w ill ever completely un
derstand. This life, born in impoverished circumstances and raised to a life of 
unceasing toil, was now dying, having apparently accomplished nothing. The 
unending, thankless hours given in service, the long days of abuse that were en
dured, and the longer nights spent In prayer, seemed all for naught. Death, at 
times a comfort, now brought only fear and uncertainity. "Eloi, Eloi, lama, 
Sabachthani?" But, despite appearances, Christ still prayed, “ Father forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” Then, “ Father into thy hands I commit my 
sp irit.” And finally, “ It is fin ished.” Salvation became ours.
Commitment!

It’s all over, almost. The decisive battle has been fought and won. Final victory 
is within our grasp. It’s all o v e r. . . almost. There have been famines and earth
quakes. Men hate one another. Wickedness has multiplied. False prophets have 
led many astray, and love has grown cold. The sun has darkened, the moon has 
not given it’s light, and the stars have fallen. It’s all o v e r. . . almost. But children 
still starve while b illions are spent on ways to kill. Lives are empty and have little 
meaning. The naked are not clothed. Men die and they are not happy. “ I know 
your works: you are neither cold nor hot” (Rev. 3:15, RSV). "For I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me” (Matt. 25:42, 43, RSV). Instead you watch for 
signs, make charts, and count to 144,000, not knowing that you are “wretched, 
pitiable, poor, blind, and naked” (Rev. 3:17, RSV).
Commitment?

“Those I love I reprove and chasten . . . Behold I stand at the door” (Rev. 3:19, 
20, RSV.) It’s all over, almost.

Evert R. McDowell 
Editor



Lesson 1, January 1-7

HRKIION FOR THE
COMMITTED

"A nd  we have the 
w ord o f the prophets 

made more certain, 
and you w ill do well 

to  pay attention to  it, 
as to a ligh t shining 

in a dark place, un til 
the day dawns and 

the m orn ing star rises 
in your hearts" (2 Pe

te r 1:19, NIV).



Of Maps, Trust,
by Bruce Closser and Commitment

Road maps have always 
held a fascination fo r me. I 
keep an assortment o f them 
in my car and from  tim e to  tim e 
I pull them  ou t, review the 
routes I've traveled and dream 
o f going again. Just w hy maps 
affect me as they do I cannot 
say, unless it is that they, like 
unwrapped Christmas gifts, 
hold the prom ise o f un lim ited 
enterta inm ent and enjoym ent.

In th ink ing  about my collec
tion  o f maps it occurs to  me 
that I have never doubted 
them . In the past they've led 
me down countless back 
roads and up many busy free
ways to  places I've wanted to 
visit. In the fu tu re  they 'll lead 
me to  new places I've not yet 
considered. And always I'll 
travel by fo llow ing  a road 
map. I depend on my maps, 
and I trust them because I've 
never found them  to  be inaccu
rate.

Maps haven't always been so 
reliable. Cartographers o f old 
did as well as they could w ith 
the ir p rim itive  skills, but 
much confusion resulted from  
the inaccuracies o f the ir en
deavors. Many place names in 
the new w orld  often resulted 
from  the mistaken assumption 
that a m ariner was someplace 
where he was not. Mutineers 
from  the Bounty  were able to 
hide from  British ju risd ic tion  
because they discovered that 
Pitcairn Island was im properly  
placed on nautical maps; any 
warship look ing  fo r them 
w ou ld  have to  discover Pit

cairn as the mutineers had, by 
sheer accident.

I suspect my trust in maps is 
based on the trust I have fo r 
the map makers. I set ou t on 
every new tr ip  confidently  be
cause I believe that the one 
w ho prepared my map traveled 
that way before me, noting 
road numbers, conditions and 
d irections. If there are d iff i
culties along the way they w ill 
be noted. Exits on freeways, 
distances between shops, town 
locations, and often much, 
much more, appear on stan
dard road maps because 
someone traveled that way and 
recorded such he lp fu l items.

I recall one particularly hard 
w in te r. W alking to  school in a 
fierce blizzard, I was forced to 
draw my hood tigh t around 
my face and turn  my head 
down to  keep out the 
b low ing, freezing w ind . I could 
see, fo r on ly a few feet ahead 
o f me, the path where others 
had trudged to school. Once 
or tw ice I stepped o ff the path, 
s inking to my waist in snow. 
Very soon I learned that I was 
safe on ly on the path where 
others had gone before, pre
paring the way.

The foregoing illustrates a 
rather fundam ental no tion : 
we place our fa ith in the Bible, 
at least in part, because it rep
resents a way to  achieve a suc
cessful God-relationship 
tested and tried by others who 
struggled toward Cod before 
us and succeeded, o r did not, 
and le ft the ir stories fo r our 
instruction and adm onition.

Bruce Closser teaches in the English department 
at Andrews University.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  January 1
Sunday
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Who Is in Command?
The question o f au thority  is one that has puzzled hum anity 

th roughou t its existence. W ho, if anyone, are we responsible to? 
W ho decides what is right o r wrong? Back in Eden, the debate re
volved around questions o f authority—w hether the fru it vendor 
knew more about apples than the One w ho made them . Ever since, 
hum anity has continued to  grope fo r the au thority  on which to  base 
its actions. Today, m illen ium s after Eden, the problem  still hasn't 
been solved. Revolutionaries continue v io len tly  to  resist govern
mental authority, w h ile  closer to home businessmen regularly cheat 
the  IRS, and teenagers continua lly  defy parental counsel. Examples 
everywhere express the absence o f an absolute authority. Anarchy 
rears its ugly head as voices cry ou t, "There is no absolute au thor
ity— man himself is his on ly au tho rity ." And at firs t glance, they 
seem to  speak the tru th .

But from  w ith in  the deep recesses o f etern ity, the voice o f God is 
heard in resounding refutation. "  T am the Alpha and the Omega,' 
says the Lord God, 'who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Al
mighty'" (Rev. 1:8, NIV). The universal intelligences im m ediately 
jo in  in an emphatic second: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by 
your will they were created and have their being" (Rev. 4:11, NIV).

Fortunately fo r us, God is not silent. He has repeatedly spoken to 
in fo rm  us that it is he w ho created us, that it is he w ho defines right 
and w rong. But many have not heard. Despite God's various efforts 
to  comm unicate his supremacy, it still goes fo r the most part 
unheeded.

The Son o f God and the H oly Spirit, as well as the Father, exert au
th o rity  in particular ways. The Son engineered creation, and all na
tu re  is subservient to  him . Christ's disciples witnessed this fact firs t
hand on the Sea o f Galilee, and the ir reactions was— "W hat kind of 
man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey h im !" (Matt. 8:27, NIV). 
Furtherm ore, Christ's words spoken on earth rang w ith  the con fi
dence o f absolute authority. "W hen Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one 
who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law (Matt. 7:28, 29, 
NIV).

The Holy Spirit also communicates the authority o f God to  man. 
His w ork  is to  provide a channel through which divine au thority  can 
be constantly revealed. Christ described this role to  his fo llow ers 
when he said, "But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears.. .  " (John 16:13, NIV).

Scripture is another source of absolute authority. God's W ord 
serves to delineate the divine character in human terms— to  estab
lish the basis fo r the absolute authority o f God. As T im othy puts it, 
"All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor
recting and training in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16, NIV).

No matter which mode God uses to  express his absolute au thor
ity, the message remains the same. We have not been abandoned to 
ourselves. O ur existence still matters. The universe is not ad rift in 
etern ity— there is Someone in comm and! L. R. C.



By Inspiration
The Bible points to  God as its author; yet it was w ritten  by human 

hands; and in the varied style o f its d iffe ren t books it presents the 
characteristics o f the several w riters. The tru ths revealed are all 
"g iven by inspiration o f G o d " (2 Tim. 3:16); yet they are expressed 
in the w ords o f men. The In fin ite  One by His Holy Spirit has shed 
ligh t in to  the minds and hearts o f His servants. He has given dreams 
and visions, symbols and figures; and those to  whom  the tru th  was 
thus revealed, have themselves embodied the thought in human 
language.

The ten comm andments were spoken by God Himself, and were 
w ritten  by His own hand. They are o f d ivine, and not o f human com 
position. But the Bible, w ith  its God-given truths expressed in the 
language o f men, presents a union of the d iv ine and the human. 
Such a union existed in the nature o f Christ, w ho was the Son of 
God and the Son o f man. Thus it is true of the Bible, as it was o f 
Christ, that " th e  W ord was made flesh, and dw elt among us." John 
1:14.

W ritten  in d iffe ren t ages, by men w ho differed w ide ly in rank and 
occupation, and in mental and spiritual endowm ents, the books of 
the Bible present a w ide contrast in style, as well as a diversity in the 
nature o f the subjects unfo lded. D ifferent form s o f expression are 
em ployed by d iffe ren t w riters; often the same tru th  is more strik
ingly presented by one than by another. And as several w riters 
present a subject under varied aspects and relations, there may ap
pear, to  the superficia l, careless, o r pre judiced reader, to  be 
discrepancy o r contrad iction , where the though tfu l, reverent stu
dent, w ith  clearer insight, discerns the underlying harmony. . . .

God has been pleased to  comm unicate His tru th  to  the w orld  by 
human agencies, and He H im self, by His Holy Spirit, qualified men 
and enabled them to  do this w ork. He guided the m ind in the selec
tion  o f what to  speak and w hat to  w rite . The treasure was entrusted 
to  earthen vessels, yet it is, nonetheless, from  Heaven. The testi
m ony is conveyed through the im perfect expression o f human lan
guage, yet it is the testim ony o f God; and the obedient, believing 
child  o f God beholds in it the glory of a d ivine power, fu ll o f grace 
and tru th .

In His w ord , God has com m itted to men the knowledge necessary 
fo r salvation. The Holy Scriptures are to  be accepted as an authorita
tive, in fa llib le  revelation o f His w ill. They are the standard o f charac
ter, the revealer o f doctrines, and the test of experience. "Every 
scripture inspired o f God is also profitable fo r teaching, fo r reproof, 
fo r correction, fo r instruction  w hich is in righteousness; that the 
man o f God may be com plete, furn ished com plete ly unto every 
good w o rk ."  2 Tim. 3:16, 17, R. V.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
2 Tim. 3:16

“ In His word, 
God has 
committed to 
men the 
knowledge 
necessary for 
salvation.”

Excerpted from The 
Great Controversy, 
pp. v-vii.

□  January 3 
Tuesday 
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EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Deuteronomy 
21:18-21

“ In rebelling 
against the 
authority of 

this one text, 
we were  

still subject 
to authority.”

□  January 4
Wednesday

Freedom
Within Authority by Charles Scriven

"W hen a man has a son w ho is d isobedient and ou t o f contro l, 
and w ill no t obey his fa ther o r his m other, o r pay attention when 
they punish him , then his father and m other shall take hold o f him 
and bring him out to  the elders o f the tow n, at the tow n gate. They 
shall say to  the elders o f the tow n, 'This son o f ours is d isobedient 
and ou t o f con tro l; he w ill not obey us, he is a wastrel and a d runk
ard.' Then all the men o f the tow n shall stone him to  death, and you 
w ill thereby rid  yourselves of this wickedness. All Israel w ill hear of 
it and be a fra id" (Deut. 21:18-21).1

Some o f you reading this m ight already be in pine boxes if we still 
th rew  stones at d isobedient young people. And it w ou ld  be a good 
th ing , too. O ur permissive age has turned its back on th is sound Bi
ble p rinc ip le , and the w hole society is paying fo r it. Just look at the 
grow ing national menace o f teenage crim e; even some o f our own 
Adventist students are known drug-users, and many o f them  are like 
hoodlum s in the way they insult and talk back to  the ir parents.

It is tim e to  return to  the Bible policy o f capital punishm ent fo r 
those w ho constantly disobey the ir parents. D euteronom y pre
scribes it as a way " to  rid yourselves o f this w ickedness." And since 
the Bible is our highest w ritten  au thority as Christians, we have a 
du ty to  rouse our society to  accept and live by th is im portan t coun
sel. . . .

Now let me stop. You w ould  put th is magazine dow n in sheer 
amazement if the ed ito r had really let me develop this idea in prin t. 
Today it w ou ld  be considered an outrage to  find  someone seriously 
urging the death penalty fo r young people w ho are "d isobed ien t 
and ou t o f co n tro l."  Still, most of you w ou ld  agree that the Bible is 
our highest w ritten  authority as Christians. And the fact is that Deu
te ronom y contains the verses quoted. On what basis, then, are 
Christians free to  disagree w ith  what those verses say?

There is a way that most o f you, I th ink , w ou ld  reply to  this ques
tio n , and w e 'll come to  that. But first, let's mark it dow n that when 
we read a Bible text like this one we run in to  questions about a very 
im portant part o f Christian experience, namely, the experience of 
authority.

Let me explain. We say that the Christian is someone w ho stops 
try ing  to  be his own boss and submits to  the authority o f Christ. This 
concept o f authority  becomes clear if we recall what it means to  say 
that Abe Lincoln is the author o f the Gettysburg Address: it means 
that Lincoln himself permeates that address; he is the one w ho gave 
it its shape. So subm itting to  the authority  o f Christ sim ply means 
that the Christian lets Christ permeate his being; he lets Christ 
guide and shape his life.

We also say, as Christians, that the best-written in fo rm ation  about 
Christ is that found in the Bible; so the Christian also submits to  the 
au thority  o f the Bible; he lets Scripture permeate, guide, and shape 
his life. And w ith  this we come again to  our p rob lem : on what basis 
are Christians ever free to disagree w ith  what some particular verse 
o f the Bible has to say? W hy, fo r example, should any Christian be 
ind ignant if someone calls fo r the stoning o f d isobedient young 
people? A ren 't the texts of Scripture supposed to  shape our lives?

Charles Scriven teaches theology at Walla Walla 
College in College Place, Wash.



As to  the particular question o f punishm ent by stoning, most of 
you, I th ink , w ou ld  come up w ith  an answer that is itself based upon 
words found in Scripture— w hich, as we w ill see, is very significant. 
You m ight firs t po in t ou t that even in this text the concern is w ith 
enhancing fam ily stability, which is a noble th ing . Certainly you 
w ou ld  po in t out that Deuteronom y, viewed as a w hole , preaches a 
human togetherness based upon bro therhood and neighborly re
gard; and that, m oreover, another book o f the Pentateuch, Leviti
cus, contains the famous d ictum  "You shall love your neighbour as 
a man like  yourse lf" (Lev. 19:18).

Here already, you cou ld  then argue, are laws that im ply what you 
m ight call progress in understanding; here already is the basis fo r a 
critic ism  o f capital punishm ent fo r d isobedient ch ildren. How could 
anyone stone an unru ly  teenager and feel he was treating th is young 
person as he him self w ou ld  like to  be treated?

Very soon in your answer you w ou ld  no doub t urge the authority 
o f Jesus against the au thority  o f this text in Deuteronom y. Jesus 
said, "Love your enem ies; do good to those w ho hate you; bless 
those w ho curse you; pray fo r those w ho treat you sp ite fu lly " (Luke 
6:28). How could you possibly fo llow  Jesus w h ile  k illing  a son w ho 
w ill no t obey? A fte r all, the love exem plified by Jesus is, as Paul said, 
"p a tie n t"  and " k in d "— and it "never comes to  an end " (1 Cor. 13: 
4, 8).

If you made this kind o f argum ent to me, I w ou ld  be persuaded. 
Since every Christian w ou ld  probably be persuaded by it, young 
persons w ho wish to  be "d isobed ien t and out o f co n tro l"  may 
breathe more easily than did the ir forebearers in ancient Israel. 
This, perhaps, is part o f what is meant by the term  "good  news."

Now, on the assumption that we are all in agreement so far, let's 
see w hat has happened. We began w ith a law w ritten  in the Bible; 
then we rebelled against it. You can't be true to  the larger sp irit o f 
the Bible o r to  C hrist, we said, and obey this in junction  to stone 
people w ho  disobey th e ir parents.

Here is what is s trik ing  about all th is: in rebelling against the au
th o rity  o f this one text, we were s till subject to  authority. No one, I 
am sure, though t o f saying, " I  ob ject just because I fe lt like it, just 
because I'm  m e." Instead, we made an appeal to  the Bible, and, u lti
mately, to  Christ, to  jus tify  our ob jection.

This w ho le  procedure illustrates some im portant points about au
th o rity  in the Christian life :

It rem inds us, firs t o f all, that in try ing to  figure out what is right 
and true, we depend upon authority; we depend, in other words, 
upon what is given to  us by persons w ho have more than we have. 
This is im portan t to  rem em ber since, fo r some, the w ord authority  
has acquired a negative, almost repulsive, connotation. We hear 
people speak o f w anting to  "ge t ou t from  under au tho rity ," as if au
th o rity  were som ething altogether repressive and bad.

The little  exercise we have been doing has shown us that the ex
perience o f authority is som ething we could never get along w ith 
ou t; from  the day o f b irth  we benefit continua lly from  the guidance 
and w isdom  o f persons w ho have gone before us. From them  we

“Truth is 
progressive, 
but Christian 
freedom is 
always a 
freedom within 
authority.”
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learn our language, our know ledge o f how  to  survive, o f how  to  live 
w ith  others, o f how to  have fun , o f how  to be creative.

W ith  respect to  spiritual life , we benefit from  parents, pastors, 
and teachers w ho pass along the good news that nourishes us. Espe
cially do we benefit from  the w isdom o f the Bible; it is our highest 
w ritten  authority, ou r most reliable deposit o f Christian understand
ing. But most o f all, we benefit from  the authority o f Christ; He, in
deed, is the author o f everything that makes life meaningful to  us.

Second, ou r exercise has taught us that w ritten  w ords, even au
thorita tive  w ritten  words, cannot be counted on to  be u tte rly  in fa lli
ble. Paul said that we have the treasure of the gospel " in  earthen 
vessels" (2 Cor. 4:7). He was te lling  us, in this fine m etaphor, that 
our understanding is lim ited , is fin ite . And this is true even fo r in 
spired w riters like the author o f Deuteronom y, and even fo r Paul 
himself. For it was Paul w ho adm itted that he saw in a m irro r dim ly, 
"For our knowledge and our prophecy alike are pa rtia l," he to ld  the 
Corinthians (1 Cor. 13:9). And Ellen W hite, whose special authority 
does much to  guide and shape Adventist life, echoed Paul when she 
said, " In  regard to  in fa llib ility , I never claimed it; Cod alone is in fa l
l ib le ."2

From the firs t tw o points there fo llows a th ird : w ith in  our experi
ence of authority we have freedom  to  grow in understanding, and to 
change the way we live. W ritten authority, even inspired w ritten  au
thority , is lim ited ; that is why it is no outrage fo r us to  rebel against, 
say, the law o f capital punishm ent fo r d isobedient ch ildren, even 
though that law is enshrined in the Bible.

But rem ember, in this rebellion we still subm it to  authority. We 
still let those w ho have more experience than we have permeate 
and shape us. The Bible remains our highest w ritten  source o f w is
dom , and Christ remains the highest authority of all.

W hat does all this mean to  you? It means that your natural desire 
as a young person to  grow  and to change is a healthy desire. You are 
free to  advance beyond the ways and the knowledge o f the past. 
Truth is progressive, but when you are a Christian your freedom  is 
always a freedom  w ith in  authority, a freedom  w ith in  you r basic alle
giance to Christ.

How this affects a person's th ink ing  and living has been illustrated 
in our reflection on that text in Deuteronom y. We had to decide 
w hether the Bible— taken as a w hole and read in the ligh t o f our 
know ledge of Christ— can really be the basis fo r stoning the disobe
dient. We decided that it cannot be.

This exercise was perhaps too  easy— no one w ou ld  disagree w ith  
the conclusion we came to— but it does indicate, very roughly, a 
Christian way o f grow ing in understanding, a Christian way o f decid
ing what is right and true. And in dealing w ith  the really d ifficu lt 
questions we face today— on the role of wom en, say, o r the relation 
o f the church and the w orld , or the meaning o f righteousness by 
fa ith— having some notion o f how  to  decide is im portant. The con
cept o f freedom  w ith in  authority can take us a long way toward 
know ing how.



by Sue LaCount God Gives No B’s
The u ltim ate au thority  fo r the Christian is the W ord o f Cod. We all HOW TO 

believe this statement (at least we say we do) but saying we believe Key text: 
it is not enough. We cannot just say that the W ord is our authority. James 1 :22 
We must let it be ou r au thority and guide. In order to  do this, we 
need to  consider fo u r points.

1. We must study the Bible— not just read it. There is a big d iffe r
ence between reading and studying. Too often what we call Bible 
study is no th ing bu t Bible reading. We sit dow n, read a chapter 
through from  start to  fin ish, and say, "W e ll, I've done my d u ty ."
That is reading. Studying, on the o ther hand, requires a little  
b ra inw ork. It may involve underlin ing or copying im portant pas
sages fo r fu tu re  reference. It may involve reading one verse over 
and over un til you understand it. In short, reading is som ething we 
do just so we can say we've done it. Studying is an honest attem pt to 
learn and understand what we read. We need to  study  Cod's W ord.

2. We must study the Bible daily. On the firs t day o f school, teach
ers usually te ll the ir students to  study every day— not to  put every
th ing  o ff un til the n ight before the exam. If you have ever tried 
"c ram m ing" you have probably found, as I have, that it doesn't 
w o rk  very w e ll. It may get you th rough the test the next day, but it 
doesn 't help you rem em ber the material over a long period o f time.
In order to  learn som ething thorough ly, you have to  study and re
view  often.

The same princ ip le  applies to Bible study. We need to  "search the 
Scriptures da ily ." It is entire ly possible to  read as much material in a 
few  hours on Sabbath afternoon as you could have covered in short 
periods each day. These daily periods, however, are much more 
productive and beneficial.

3. We must use what we learn from our Bible study. Imagine taking a 
class in which the teacher gave you an A just fo r com ing to  class and 
lis tening to  the lectures. It sounds w onderfu l, bu t how much w ould  
you actually learn in such a class? Probably not a w hole lo t! That is 
w hy teachers expect you to  take exams, w rite  papers, and do ou t
side projects in which you put your know ledge to practical use. It is 
by doing these th ings that one learns.

James tells us to  be "doers o f the w ord, and not hearers o n ly "
(James 1:22). We cannot be satisfied w ith  merely studying the Bible.
We need to  ta lk about what we read w ith  others and then put the 
know ledge we've gained to  practical use. Once we do th is, we are 
ready to  move on to  po in t four.

4. We must be willing to make a full commitment. Too often we treat 
Cod's W ord as a syllabus fo r a required course we aren 't too  en thu
siastic about taking. We study the requirem ents carefully and then 
do only as much as we th ink  we absolutely have to  to  get a passing 
grade. The Bible is no t a course syllabus which outlines the require
ments fo r an A, B, o r C. God only gives A's and F's. He is on ly in te r
ested in to ta l com m itm ent. He doesn't want us to  fo llo w  him only 
when it seems convenient. He wants us to  fo llow  him always!

Sue LaCount is a graduate student at Andrews □ J a n u a ry 5
University. Thursday



That You 
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A recent study has shown that those Adventists most like ly to read 
Ellen W hite  are most like ly to  read the ir Bibles and those most like ly 
to  ignore one, ignore the o the r.1 To me this points out a p rinc ip le  o f 
authority: If you 're w illin g  to  listen to  one authority, you 'll listen to 
others o f the same kind. If you w on 't listen to  one, you w o n 't listen 
to the other. This may sound obvious, but it leads to  tw o lines o f 
though t which help put authorities in to  proper perspective.

The firs t is quite simple, and is backed by several personal experi
ences. You can't hope to  bu ild  up the authority o f the Bible by tear
ing down the authority o f Ellen W hite. The contents are too  sim ilar. 
The way they were w ritten  is too  similar. An attack on one attacks 
the other.

The second goes like th is: If you take the inspiration and authority 
o f Ellen W hite  seriously, you must take seriously statements de fin 
ing her role like the fo llow ing , "L ittle  heed is given to the Bible, and 
the Lord has given a lesser light to  lead men and wom en to  the 
greater light. "^F rom  the earliest w ritings o f her m inistry she had this 
to  say, " I  recommend to you, dear reader, the w ord o f God as the 
rule o f your faith and practice. By that w ord we are to  be judged. 
God has, in that w ord , prom ised to give visions in the 'last days'; 
not fo r a new rule o f fa ith, bu t fo r the com fort o f his people, and to 
correct those w ho err from  Bible tru th ."3

Encouraged by Ellen W hite, we turn  to  the Bible. We find  that it 
contains these words o f Jesus. "You search the scriptures, because 
you th ink  that in them  you have eternal life ; and it is they that bear 
witness to  m e" (John 5:39, RSV). The scriptures he was ta lk ing about 
is our O ld  Testament. We find  the New Testament to have the same 
center. The last book begins by declaring its in tention to  reveal Je
sus: "The revelation o f Jesus Christ . . . "  (Rev. 1:1, RSV). Paul de
clared a sim ilar in tention fo r his w riting  by resolving " to  know  noth
ing among you except Jesus Christ and him cruc ified " (1 Cor. 2:2, 
RSV). Clearly, the Bible itself declares that its au thority  isn 't w orth  
the paper it's printed on unless Jesus is recognized as its them e and 
as Lord and Savior. W ithou t this we w ill be like those in John 5:40 
w ho d id n 't have life because they d id n 't come to him.

N either Ellen W hite  nor the Bible carry any independent au thor
ity. O n ly when Ellen W hite  sends her reader back to the Bible can 
any o f her distinctive teachings carry any authority. O n ly  as e ither 
one o f these causes us to  turn to  the Father and the Son can they 
have any authority at all.

If Jesus gave us inspired w ritings to teach us his character and w ill, 
we may w ell w onder w hether many w ho d o n 't accept the ir authority 
can still call Jesus "L o rd ."  The w ord "L o rd " implies ru lership. If our 
Lord has chosen to reveal his w ill in these w ritings, those w ho find  
them  too  confin ing may also find  the ir author too  confin ing. There 
are those w ho are still examining the evidence before accepting 
these w ritings as his w ord , but there are others w ho refuse to  accept 
them because they d on 't f it  w e ll w ith  the ir pet theories and prac
tices.

If he has spoken, let us listen.

James Miller is a Master of Divinity student at An 
drews University.



1. Is “ a u tho rity " too strong a term  to  describe the relationship o f REACT 
God's W ord to  the Christian? Does it im p ly a checklist re lig ion o f Lesson 1 
dos and don'ts? W hat is the role o f human freedom  in our Chris
tian experience?

2. W hy doesn't Cod express his authority in universal terms that 
cannot be ignored— such as a thundering  voice from  heaven 
heard around the world? W hat im plications w ould  such an action 
have? W ould it change our perception o f Cod?

3. Many groups that affirm  the authority o f the Bible hold radically 
d iffe ren t in terpreta tions o f the Bible. Is there a source fo r au
thorita tive  in te rpreta tion o f Scripture? O r is there a procedure 
that all Christians can agree upon fo r arriv ing at a reliable in te r
pretation o f the Bible? Explain.

4. Are all the instructions in the Bible lite ra lly to  be obeyed? If not, 
what criteria  determ ine w hether or not a Christian should obey a 
scriptural command (see Evidence)?

5. M ost recognize that regular, careful Bible study is essential to  the 
com m itted  Christian life . Yet, many find  Bible study to  be a d iff i
cu lt, frustrating experience. If you have problems or questions 
about Bible study, share them w ith  your class and ask fo r sugges
tions. If you learned some ways o f making Bible study more p ro 
ductive, share them  w ith  the class.

6. Does the au thority  o f the Holy Spirit manifest itself tangibly in the 
life  of the church today? If so, how? W hat is the relationship be
tween the authority o f the H oly Spirit and the authority of Scrip
ture?

7. James M ille r (O pin ion) suggests that Ellen W hite 's w ritings carry 
authority on ly as they po in t us to  the Bible and the Bible has au
th o rity  only as it leads us to  God. Do you agree? How do we de
term ine if Ellen W hite is leading us to  the Bible, o r if the Bible is 
leading us to  Cod?
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THE SUPREME EXAMPLE OF
COMMITMENT

"  'M y Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from  
me; nevertheless, not as I w ill but as thou w ilt' "  (Mat
thew  26:39, RSV).

Lesson 2, January 8-14



by Sharon Carroll The Call
The call o f the m ountain— it 

is the call o f light. And to  fo llo w  
its voice is to  rise, rise, and

*  move above the horizon, above 
the th in  air o f the towns in to  
the ligh t itself o f the known.

There is a vast and open 
stillness on the top  o f the 
Saleve. You stop, staring, in 
w onder at the stillness. You 

^ hold your breath. No sound.
No sound. Just the movem ent 
o f a slow breeze, and the 
scent o f sweet spring that sings 
w ith  a depth o f life.

You have emerged from  the
* darkness o f your forested 

c lim b, and you stand now  in a
v w orld  o f light, the firs t touch 

o f ligh t itself, and co lo r alive 
w ith  its call. For as far as you 
can see, green flows smooth 
and flawless, in te rrup ted  only 
by the fire  ye llow  tu rquo ise  of 

' the season's firs t flowers. It is 
the land o f the alpine, catching 

** your soul w ith  the pow er of 
its co lo r, co lo r exuberant and 
alive.

You step tow ard the horizon, 
peering over the m ountain 's 
c rum bling  edge. C louds below, 
soft whispers o f light, and—

. there, there, beyond them — 
such green, green so vast— 

a teasing your eye w ith  the clarity 
o f its brightness. The land 
unfolds itself, fu lly  green, care
fu lly  patterned w ith  geom etric 
crops and fences o f pines. You 
squint to  catch the red o f the

* scattered chateaux, so delicate

and fragile in the distance.
The green spreads w ith  a 

slow movem ent in to  the rug
ged base o f the Jura mountains 
just beyond, barely 
discernable in the m oving fog 
o ff the distant coast o f the 
land. And to the right, ah—you 
smile at the sight. Geneva—  
Geneva fu lly  spread, caught in 
the clutch o f afternoon light, 
Geneva alive and movem ent, 
m ovem ent in dazzling light, 
m ovem ent fu ll, fu ll and glory 
itself, and there, all there— sud
denly just a grasp away, all o f 
it, the g lory o f the city spread, 
the size o f your open hand.
You stand there, above, over
looking the vast city, w atch
ing, waiting, just one quick 
scoop away. . . .

You smile to yourself, tr iu m 
phant, and pow erfu l. You 
tu rn , then glance fu rthe r to  the 
right. Something caught, 
there, in the light, glints. A h int 
o f golden, and— ah, ah the 
Alps rising fu ll, w ith  fullness 
spread, and M ont Blanc itself, 
rising, rising, majesty in fu ll 
force— and calls, calls w ith  the 
mystery o f rising light, ligh t be
yond and light alive. You 
stare, still. You hear the call 
that asks you to rise— to  rise 
beyond the grasp o f the mere 
shadows o f this Light. You 
step tow ard the pow er that 
thrusts itself heavenward, and 
you w hisper in affirm ation,
" . . . H o ly ."

At the time of this writing Sharon Carroll was a 
senior English major at Andrews University.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  January 8
Sunday
19



The Proving of Obedience
LOGOS “ Son though he was, he had to prove the meaning of obedience 

through all that he suffered" (Heb. 5:8, Phillips). Though this isn 't a 
litera l, w ord-fo r-w ord  translation o f the Greek text, J. B. Phillips 
here captures the essence o f Christ's mission on earth— the salva- * 
tion  o f man and the vindication o f Cod's character. To do this Christ 
had to live a perfect life ; he had to prove the meaning o f obedience.

But now, alone and emaciated from  fo rty  days o f fasting, Christ 
trem bled before the enorm ous responsib ility facing him . He was to 
be the one man, w ho by his perfect obedience, w ou ld  make righ
teousness available to  all (Romans 5:19). But fo rty  days o f hunger 
had dim m ed the assurance o f his baptismal experience. And now  an 
apparent answer to  his prayers fo r strength and guidance stood be
fore  him . He was to ld : " If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 
become bread" (Matt. 4:3, NIV). In this w ould  be the absolute cer
ta in ty that he was the Messiah. Previously only faith had to ld  him 
that he was the Son o f Cod and now, by y ie ld ing to this suggestion, 
it seemed that all doub t w ou ld  be removed and the m em ory o f his 
baptism w ould be confirm ed. “ Not w ithou t struggle could Jesus lis
ten in silence to the archdeceiver."1 But Christ's com m itm ent to  his v 
Father and to  hum anity remained firm . He silenced the tem pter and 
his prom ptings w ith  the cry, "Away from me Satan! For it is written: 
'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only' " (Matt. 4:10, NiV).

Christ's com m itm ent, confirm ed through his w ilderness experi
ence, remained steadfast th roughou t the rest of his life . W hen exu
berant crowds sought to  make him a king he rejected the ir tem poral 
designs. He preferred service to Cod over the praise o f men, even 
though "After this many of the disciples drew back and no longer went *  

about with him" (John 6:66, RSV).
N either did Christ a llow  the ties o f his nuclear fam ily to  in terfere 

w ith  his appointed w ork. W hen his m other and his brothers came 
seeking to distract him from  his mission he asked, "Who is my 
mother, and who are my brothers?" (Matt. 12:48, NIV). Then po in ting  
to those w ho shared his com m itm ent he said, "Here are my mother 
and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother" (Matt. 12:40, 50, NIV).

Near the end o f his life , when explaining to his disciples that h e *  
must die, Jesus rebuked Peter fo r try ing  to  dissuade him from  com 
pleting the purpose of his mission (Matt. 16:21-23). Despite the 
attractiveness o f Peter's suggestion Christ remained firm , allow ing 
noth ing to distract h im . He chose instead to empty him self and be
come obedient unto death, even to  death on a cross (Phil. 2:8, RSV).

So in every circumstance and every mood Christ showed us the * 
supreme example o f com m itm ent, because "though he was in the 
form of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped" H 
(Phil. 2:6, RSV). He surrendered his w ill to  his Father and thus he 
proved the meaning o f obedience.

E. R. M.

1. The Desire o f Ages, 
p. 119.
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Commitment

Christ's obedience and com m itm ent to  the w ill o f Cod is our su- TESTIMONY 
preme example o f faithfulness to divine authority. I've heard this so ^ ey tex(. 
many times before that the in form ation usually goes right by me, Matthew 4:1-11 
w ithou t even so much as a nod of agreement. But to  w rite  this arti
cle, I re-read the chapters in The Desire o f Ages entitled  "The Temp
ta tio n ,"  "The V ic to ry ," and "G ethsem ane." I was surprised— I fe lt 
refreshed and troub led  at the same tim e. Refreshed because I re
membered how special Christ's m inistry on earth was; and troub led  
because I could no t fa thom , o r come close to  appreciating, the in 
tensity of his com m itm ent to  God.

Tem ptation, and how  we face it, is the real test o f com m itm ent.
And the best examples o f the kind o f com m itm ent Christ possessed 
are found  in the most severe tem ptations he faced— in the w ilde r
ness and in Gethsemane.

A fter his baptism, God led Christ in to  the w ilderness to  be alone, 
to  contem plate his mission and w ork, by fasting and prayer. Satan 
had been present at Christ's baptism; he had heard God say, "This 
is my beloved Son, in whom  I am well pleased" (Matt. 3:17), and the 
words burned him . He saw that to  w in the con flic t between good 
and evil, he must overcom e Christ. He fo llow ed Christ in to the w il
derness, hoping that under the force of despondency and extreme 
hunger, Christ w ou ld  lose faith and w ork  a miracle in his own be
half. If Christ succumbed, he w ould  break the plan of salvation, and 
Satan's v ictory w ould  be com plete. “Temptation

But Christ, even th rough his weakened cond ition , knew that he is the real 
had to face sin as we face it. He had to  overcome w ithou t the aid o f test of 
his supernatural powers, and thus leave us an example of fa ith and commitment.” 
submission. Jesus met Satan w ith  the words o f Scripture. O n ly from 
his close re lationship to  God, his com m itm ent to  his mission and to 
God, could he draw the strength to  overcome tem ptation.

On the eve o f his cruc ifix ion , Christ suffered in Gethsemane. He 
knew that he was now counted among the transgressors o f God's 
w ill because he bore the  gu ilt o f all sinners. This sin appeared so 
horrib le , and the w eight o f gu ilt so heavy, that Christ feared it w ould 
separate him from  God forever. Part o f the agony was that he could 
not exert his d iv ine pow er to  escape this separation. He had to suf
fer the consequences o f sin as a man.

As Christ fe lt his union w ith  the Father disintegrating, he feared 
that in his human nature he w ou ld  be unable to  endure the com ing 
con flic t w ith  Satan. And Satan was w ell-prepared fo r the battle. He 
to ld  Christ that if he became the salvation fo r the w orld , the separa
tion  w ou ld  be eternal; those that Christ died fo r w ou ld  turn against 
him . Three times, C hrist, in his agony, uttered the prayer, "O h  my 
Father, if this cup may not pass away from  me, except I d rink , Thy 
w ill be d one ," as he wrestled w ith  the tem ptation to  qu it his mis
sion. But when Christ despaired the most, he saw the real power of 
sin, and how Satan w ou ld  rule if he gave up. He could not give up— 
he subm itted to  the w ill o f God. His com m itm ent w ithstood the 
greatest tem ptation man could ever face: to escape the suffering of 
death and what he was tem pted to th ink  o f as eternal separation 
from  God.

Linda Morton Closser finished her M.A. in English □  January 10
at Andrews University in 1981. She is now working Tuesday
for the university. 2 1

by Linda Morton Closser Under Trial



The Call for
Honest Commitment by Cheryl Jetter

EVIDENCE 
Part 1

Key text: 
Matthew 1 :23

“The universe 
of Camus 

is anonymous, 
meaningless, 
and absurd.”

1. “ Le mythe de 
Sisyphe,”  In Esais, 
Eds. R. Q u illio tand  

L. Faucon, (Paris: Edi
tions Gallimard, 1965), 

pp. 195-198. 
2. Ibid., pp. 371-375.
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In the Carden of Eden the serpent, "m o re  subtle than any o ther 
w ild  creature" (Gen. 3:1, RSV), induced Eve in to  disobedience by 
tw isting the facts. That she w ou ld  not die was true, in a sense, fo r 
she w ould not die the m om ent that she disobeyed. That she w ou ld  '  
gain a knowledge o f evil as well as good was also true, but in an ex
periential way that she could not foresee. The lethalness o f the ser
pent's presentation was his "ne g le c t" to  link together that experien
tial knowledge o f evil w ith  its inevitable results— the death 
predicted by God. Such an imbalance o f facts, the shortsightedness 
o f a partial reality, has plagued mankind ever since.

In the firs t half o f th is century, A lbert Camus, French ph ilosopher 4 
and w rite r, developed the concept of the absurd. As he observed 
man th roughou t history, Camus concluded that there was a great 
and empty gap between man's desire to  live in a just and rational 
universe, and his actual experience in a chaotic w orld  w hich in flicts 
suffering and meaningless death on the generation w ho lives in it. 
To illustrate this gap, th is absurd, Camus chose the mythical charac
te r Sisyphus, doom ed eternally to  ro ll a heavy rock up the side o f a 
m ounta in, only to have it ro ll down again.1 »

Camus' conclusions, based on observations o f man's terrestial 
p ligh t alone, could not be more logical. The d ifficu lty  o f his absurd  
lies not in its po in ting  out o f a tru th , bu t in its bu ild ing  its conclu
sions on the obvious effects o f evil w ithou t considering its causes.

In a 1948 address to a Christian audience, Camus presents the sin
cerity of his belief: " I share w ith  you the same horro r o f evil. But I 
do not share your hope and I continue to  struggle against th is un i
verse where children suffer and d ie ."2 In a le tter to  the Ephesian 4 
church, Paul writes o f another struggle: "For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers o f the darkness o f this w orld , against spiritual w ickedness 
in high places" (Eph. 6:12). The universe o f Camus is anonymous, 
meaningless, and absurd. But Paul's universe is filled  w ith  personal
ities, a liv ing reality o f con flic t and controversy that explains the ef
fects o f sin and why hum anity often appears as victim  rather than 
creator o f its circumstances.

This is the larger reality that Christ came to confirm . Every act and « 
w ord o f Christ affirm ed the existence o f "C o d  w ith  us" (Matt. 1 :23). 
W hen he looked beyond his blood m other and brothers to  ask, 
"W h o  is my m other, and w ho are my brothers?" (M att. 12:48, RSV), 
he affirm ed the relationships of humanity under one Father. W hen 
he avoided the people w ho w ould make him king, he affirm ed the 
reality o f Cod's theocracy and his own subjugation to  it (John 6:15). 1 
And when he rebuked Peter fo r try ing to protect him from  death, he 
affirm ed the reality o f the plan o f salvation (M att. 16:22). *

In the same address Camus answers the question, W hat does the 
unbeliever expect from  the Christian?: " .  . . the w orld  today longs 
to  see Christians remain C hristians." FJere is a call fo r honest com 
m itm ent to  a spiritual reality. In Christ we can study the supreme ex
ample o f such a com m itm ent.

Cheryl Jetter finished her M.A. in English at An
drews in 1982.



The Commitment
by Donald B. Kraybill of the Basin

What, in concrete terms, were the princip les to which Jesus was so 
steadfastly comm itted? What were the conflicts and pressures he 
faced in liv ing  o u t that com m itm ent? D onald Kraybill addresses 

*• those issues in the fo llow ing  excerpt from  The Upside-Down King
dom , w inner o f the N ational Religious Book Award in  1978.

. . . Jesus d id not iden tify  H imself w ith  the existing religious par
ties and pow er structures in Palestine. He did not endorse the "rea l
is tic " Sadducees w ho cooperated extensively w ith  the Roman occu
pation to preserve the sacred functions o f the tem ple and the ir 
econom ic interests. There can be no question that He rejected the 

^ form al establishm ent o f p roper relig ion represented by the progres
sive Pharisees. He was not lured by a serene life in the desert in an 
Essene comm une. He gave an emphatic and defin ite  NO to the righ
teous revolutionary vio lence of the Zealots. He rejected the symbols 
o f these fo u r strategies fo r dealing w ith  Rome's dom ination. The 
tem ple, oral law, w ilderness, and sword find  little  prom inence in his 

. k ingdom . A lthough Jesus did not participate in any o f these feasible 
politica l options, He d id stay right in the m iddle o f things. His in- 

v the-m idd le-of-th ings involvem ent was unusually upside down.
Every kingdom  has a flag. This symbol represents the collective 

meanings o f the k ingdom  and serves as a rallying po in t fo r loyalty 
and action. The symbols o f the Upside-Down Kingdom are indeed 
upside dow n! They are certainly no t the typical symbols which ac
company a right-side-up king. The flags o f this kingdom  are a man
ger, stable, desert, donkey, thorns, basin, cross, and tom b. These 
are not the signs of successful kings. Such rulers are born in V.I.P.

*  suites o f p rom inent hospitals; they ride armored limosines, wear 
golden crowns, and receive international applause. But d on 't be 
mistaken. This Jesus is a King. He doesn't walk in to  Jerusalem on His 
feet. He rides in kingly fashion. His beast, however, is not the w hite 
stallion of a com m ander-in-chief; it's the poor man's donkey. He is 
a King but no t a conventional one by any means.

The cross has become the symbol par excellence o f the Christian 
. church. It represents both  the atoning sacrifice o f Cod's beloved 

Son fo r the sins o f hum ankind and the nonresistant way o f Jesus. A 
► preoccupation w ith  the cross, however, can detract from  the very 

reason that the cross came about in the firs t place. There are three 
upside-down symbols w hich must be seen flow ing  together in te ll
ing the gospel story: the basin, the cross, and the tom b. In a real 
sense the basin is tru ly  the symbol par excellence because it is this 
symbol that Jesus H im self vo lun tarily  selected and used. The cross

* was the Roman symbol. It was used by them to  crucify crim inals. 
The cross was forced on Jesus by the ru ling powers. It was the sign

■* o f evil men reacting to  the way o f the basin. The empty tom b is 
God's final w ord that He is trium phant over even the most vicious 

‘ forces o f evil.
In the context o f the Last Supper as His earthly m inistry was about 

to  conclude, Jesus hoisted the flag o f His Upside-Down Kingdom: 
[Jesus] laid aside his garments, and girded himself w ith  a

tow el. Then he poured water in to  a basin, and began to  wash 
^ the disciples' feet, and to  w ipe them w ith  the towel w ith  which

Donald B. Kraybill teaches sociology at 
Elizabethtown College.

EVIDENCE 
Part 2

“This Upside- 
Down King 
uses the 
instruments 
of the servant.”
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Wednesday
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“He was quite 
aware that 

His deviant 
behavior 

would trigger 
His death.”

he was girded. John 13:4, 5.
The towel and basin are the tools o f the slave. This Upside-Down 
King uses the instrum ents o f the servant. Instead o f the typical pow 
erfu l kingly symbols o f sword, chariot, and w hite  stallion Jesus" 
reaches fo r the tools o f service found at the bottom  o f the lad
der. . . .

This is no t the firs t tim e this King has gone down to  the bo ttom . 
This King has been washing feet all His life. The towel and basin are 
the fundam ental symbols which represent what Jesus was all about. 
Jesus had been using the basin fo r three years, not like Pilate did to 
absolve him self o f responsibility, not like the Pharisees did to e x - , 
elude others. His basin was one o f assertive love which took  respon
s ib ility  fo r others and included them in the fla t kingdom . It was His 
basin w ork , in fact, w hich set the stage fo r the cross. . . .

We have already seen the shape o f the basin m inistry. Jesus spoke 
ou t fo rce fu lly  against the rich w ho callously perpetuated the ir eco
nom ic dominance of the poor. He healed and shelled grain on the 
Sabbath. He ate w ith  sinners and tax collectors. He com m ited blas
phemy by calling God His Father and by fo rg iv ing sins. He violated ’  
and condemned the oral law. He allowed a prostitu te to  touch and 
anoint H im. He traveled w ith  wom en in public. He to ld  parables 
w hich stung the religious leaders. He talked freely w ith  Samaritans 
and Gentiles. He healed the sick. He blessed the helpless. He 
touched lepers. He entered the homes o f pagans. He purged the sa
cred tem ple. He stirred up large crowds.

In almost every instance He was breaking inform al and form al so-
i l  r i  i o c  c r m t o n  n v /  f n o  r v n i A / o r r i i  r a l i n r i r v n c  i t k / v i ' i t i o c  l—l  ncial rules created by the pow erfu l religious authorities. He d id n 't 

make a fuss just fo r the sake of making a fuss. He actively and ag
gressively used the basin and tow el to  serve the poor and helpless 
regardless o f the conventional social customs. He was qu ite  aware 
that His deviant behavior w ou ld  trigger His death. He knew fu ll well 
that death was the prescribed punishm ent fo r some o f His behavior. 
But the harassment from  the authorities and the threat o f death 
d id n 't stop His acts o f love. A lthough He was not a v io len t revo lu
tionary, His behavior was a politica l threat to  the entrenched pow 
ers. The chief priests and Pharisees said, " I f  we let him go on thus, * 
every one w ill believe in him , and the Romans w ill come and destroy 
both our holy place and our na tion " (John 11:48). Many o f the 
charges at His tria l were false. But there can be no question that in 
the minds o f the Jewish leaders His new teaching and acting threat
ened the false sense of peace in Palestine. The Romans considered 
any source of instability a politica l threat to  the ir contro l o f Pales- ’ 
tine. So they executed Him as a politica l insurrection ist and hung 
the tag "K ing  o f the Jews" on the cross. *

Excerpted from  Donald 
B. Kraybill, The Up

side-Down Kingdom, 
(Scottdale, PA: The 

Herald Press, 1978), 
pp. 291-295.
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To Be 
Like Him by Monte Salyer

A look at Jesus' experience w ith  tem ptation reveals some p rinc i
ples vital to  us in our own struggle to  stay com m itted.

1. Jesus learned perfect obedience to God's will. C om m itm ent did
*  no t come naturally to him . He w ent through a learning process 

w hich involved suffering (Heb. 5:8). There is a tendency today to 
pamper oneself, to  satisfy natural desires as far as possible. Anyone 
w ho w illin g ly  sacrifices his own desires is considered odd. Smart 
people, in th is way o f th ink ing , just do what they want to  do. But fo r 
Christian character to  g row  certain hard decisions have to  be made. 
First it is necessary to  deny self. Perhaps through prayer you decide

k tha t d rink ing  cola is w rong. You w ou ld  not call yourself a cola ad
d ic t, yet you have developed a taste fo r it. W ith  God's help, you qu it 
cola, and learn that dedication to  God's w ill enables you to change 
your life. W ith  the same kind o f decision-m aking process, you are 
able to  gain even greater victories in your life.

2. Jesus exercised perfect faith because he knew God. He said, " I f  
you have seen me, you have seen the Father" (see John 14:9). A 
spiritual connection w ith  the Father permeates the bread o f heaven

y spoken o f in John 6. N ow  Jesus is calling fo r us to  eat his spiritual 
bread, to  come in to  close relationship w ith  him and, through him, 
w ith  the Father. He is no t referring to  a casual acquaintance. The 
words he uses are "ab ide  in m e" (John 6:56). W ho do you know  bet
te r than the person you live w ith? Is it no t also true that we become 
like those w ho  are nearest to  us? One great secret fo r the success 
Jesus had in liv ing a perfect life  was that he chose to  live w ith  the 
Father daily. This may also be ou r key to spiritual success day by 
day.

3. Jesus maintained perfect faithfulness by continually orienting his life 
to God's will. At an early age, Christ determ ined to  walk w ith  our 
heavenly Father. At the age o f twelve he stated: "W is t ye not that 
I must be about my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49). Later, dur
ing the  hectic days of his pub lic  m in istry, Jesus continued to  declare 
his allegiance to the Father. "The Son can do noth ing o f himself, bu t 
what he seeth the Father d o in g " (John 5:19). It was this attitude, this 
com m itm ent that enabled Jesus to  face death itself and not back

► dow n. C onfronted w ith  body and soul w renching cruc ifix ion , Jesus 
affirm ed, "N o t as I w ill, bu t as you w ill"  (M atthew  26:39, NIV).

Jesus is our example. We also may determ ine to  walk w ith  God. 
He is w illin g  to  accept us anytime, but what a mistake it is to  delay 
making a com m itm ent to  him until one reaches a crisis. If we want 
to  be ready to make godly decisions tom orrow , we must a llow  Jesus 
to  live in our lives today. Christ was sent " to  bless you by tu rn ing  
each o f you from  your w icked ways" (Acts 3:26, NIV). Let us open

* our hearts to him and let him fin ish the good w ork  he has begun.

A

Monte Salyer teaches English as a second lan
guage at Andrews University.

HOW TO
Key text: 
Hebrews 5:8

□  January 12
Thursday
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Christ’s Commitment: 
Implications for Harmony bC

OPINION Romans 5:19 tells us that Christ's obedience makes us righteous.
Key text: This fact brings immeasurable re lie f and freedom from  our struggles 

Romans 5:19 to acqu're a right standing w ith  God. This freedom  also allows us to
perceive things from  a new perspective.

One im plication o f th is is that com m union w ith  Christ is available 
to  us anytime and anywhere. Due to  the presence o f his Spirit, the 
Saviour is closer to  us today than he was to  his own fam ily and 
friends when he preached on the Galilean hillsides nearly tw o th o u 
sand years ago. Through his life  and death, Christ became one w ith  
us, and our daily interaction w ith  him  allows us to be rem inded o f 
this fact.

O ur un ity  w ith Christ enables us to  be confident in him and in the 
freedom  from  sin which he offers us daily. Therefore, the second 
im plication o f Christ's g ift is that we can always be confiden t that we 
are accepted in the Beloved (Ephesians 1 :6). It is Christ's acceptance 
o f the fra il human sinner which inspires love and devotion. A t Si
mon's feast, Christ was critic ized fo r a llow ing a sinful woman to 
touch him . To the disgust o f his contem poraries, he interpreted the 
woman's motives as being entire ly acceptable because they were 
prom pted by a pure and unselfish love. Christ's judgm ent o f this 
sinful mortal was based on the genuine response o f her heart. She 
was accepted by God because she accepted his pardoning love 
(Luke 7:47). It was on this and sim ilar occasions w hich Christ dem 
onstrated a d ivine com m itm ent to  accepting the unwashed and the 
unwanted, the fallen race. It was this com m itm ent w h ich  aroused 
the greatest jealousy among the religious leaders o f his day. They 
inadvertently proclaim ed the Gospel when m uttering this p laudit 
dourly , "This man receives sinners and eats w ith  th e m " (Luke 15:2).

The th ird  im plication which we must consider is tha t Christ's gifts 
enable us to  enhance our relationships w ith  each other. The free
doms o f the cross also constitu te some o f the great claims o f the 
cross. The sacrifice o f Christ has set us free from  the law o f sin and 
death (Romans 8:2) yet at the fo o t o f this cross we find  ourselves 
kneeling w ith  others w hom  we have fo rm erly  shunned as undesir
able. It is the healing pow er o f Christ's sacrifice which enables us to  
subm it to  his tw o fo ld  in junction  to  love God and to  love each other. * 
We do not have the power w ith in  ourselves to  love e ither God or 
our fe llow  humans. It is on ly the pow er of Christ's presence in our 
lives that melts our sin-hardened hearts.

This tru th  teaches that Christ's g ift o f acceptance frees us from  
pre judice and fear. This freedom  gives life  an entire ly new perspec
tive. W e are no longer bound by a law o f slavery to  sin, bu t we are 1 
released by the princip les o f love. It is in Christ's love that we find  
the freedom  to respond spontaneously to  him and to  each other. '

Christ's com m itm ent enables us to  perceive and to  respond to  the 
spiritual reality o f his presence. The acceptance he has given us en
ables us to  live confidently  in him . These tru ths about Christ's com 
m itm ent to  weak sinful humans have enorm ous im plications fo r the 
harm ony we can experience w ith  God and w ith  each other. ,

»

□  January 13
Friday
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1. Does the scene described in the In troduction  correlate in any REACT 
way to  the tem ptations C hrist faced? To the ones we face? Ex- Lesson 2 
plain.

2. How was Jesus able to  sustain his com m itm ent to  Cod through 
every challenge? Are all his resources available to us?

3. W hat does the au thor o f Hebrews mean saying Jesus "learned 
obed ience" (see H ow  To)? W hat are the im plications fo r us?

4. Do you agree w ith  the  Evidence (Part 1) author's statement that 
Camus' concept o f the absurd  is logical when one considers the 
em pirical evidence alone? W hat response does the way o f Jesus 
o ffe r to  this concept?

5. W hat does Donald Kraybill (Evidence, Part 2) mean by "basin 
com m itm ent"?  Is th is the type o f com m itm ent Cod desires from
us?

6. W hy is Christ the "upside-dow n King"? Should we also be con
sidered "ups ide -dow n" by the w orld ly  majority? If we are not so 
considered, is that evidence that we are not tru ly  fo llow ing  the 
way o f Jesus?

7. Can you iden tify  tw o  or three specific things that a com m itm ent 
to  Jesus' basin m in istry w ou ld  mean in today's world?

8. Do you th ink  Christ's perfect obedience, credited to  us in a sub
stitu tionary sense, has any d irect im plications fo r our level of 
com m itm ent (see O p in ion  fo r some ideas)? W hich has greater 
impact— Christ as a toning sacrifice or Christ as the paradigm o f 
true com m itm ent and love?



DISCOVERING
GOODWILL

" I  w ill instruct you and teach you the way you 
should go; I w ill counsel you w ith  my eye upon 
you " (Psalm 32:8, RSV).

Lesson 3, January 15-21



by Frances Cook

I Will 
Instruct Thee

David looked over the class 
schedule fo r w in te r quarter. 
Chemistry, C om puter Sci
ence, American Lit 411. . . .

An aptitude test had in d i
cated ability  in science and 
math. "B u t,"  he mused,
"w ha t to  do w ith  it?" Time was 
running ou t; a sophom ore, 
and still he hadn 't decided on a 
major. He cou ldn 't, he knew, 
go to  school much longer w ith 
ou t a decision.

He stared out the w indow , 
w atching students w ho all 
seemed to  know  where they 
were going, w hich careers 
were right fo r them , what they 
wanted. "W h y  d o n 't I? W hy 
can't God te lephone me, w rite  
to me or at least give me a 
hard shove in the right d irec
tion? Do on ly theo logy majors 
get that?"

Trisha stood before her 
dorm  room m irro r, brush in 
hand, studying herself. She 
had been dating Paul, a pre- 
med student, since the fall 
p icnic. Now he wanted mar
riage before he graduated in 
August. She slow ly pu lled the 
brush through long auburn 
hair, tiltin g  her head to untan
gle the curls at the end. 
"Shou ld  I?" she asked the re
flection  in the glass. The gray 
eyes looked back steadily, 
barely h in ting  at the jum ble  of 
excitem ent and doub t, o f love

and fear, behind them . "M ed 
school, then where, then what? 
A nice house? Cute kids?
W ould they be happy then? 
God knows. Is there any way I 
can really know  what he thinks 
about it?"

Eva slid in to  her assigned 
chapel seat, pulled ou t the list 
o f terms fo r that day's 
pyschology quiz, and tried to 
ignore the b lu r o f sounds 
around her. Halfway down the 
list, she paused to watch the 
speakers move onto the plat
fo rm , then she half-heartedly 
jo ined the song and prayer. As 
the main speaker reached the 
pu lp it, she returned to her 
notebook . . . "M etapsycho- 
logical . . . o f o r relating 
to. . . ."

The speaker's enthusiasm 
pricked her curiosity, and she 
listened. C olporteurs. Student 
co lporteuring  in the summer. 
Various students g iving testi
monies.

The adventure o f it stirred 
her. The liberal quotes from  
C olporteur M inistry  burned in. 
Then came the passionate ap
peal fo r summer recruits. 
Should she? Could she? It all 
sounded so w onderfu l, so al
most com pulsory! Was God 
touch ing her, o r was it the hu
man emotions o f the appeal? 
Could she know? How?

Frances Cook is the wife of a student at the The
ological Seminary at Andrews University and 
mother of three.
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Guaranteed Success
LOGOS

1. The speaker was Dr.
Floyd Bresee, now in 

the General Conference 
M inisteria l Depart

ment.
2. John Brunt, Deci

sions, (Nashville: South
ern Publishing Associ

ation, 1979), p. 45.

□  January 16
Monday
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Like most people, I don 't rem ember much from  the scores of 
graduation sermons that I've heard. But the speaker's main po in t 
from  our academy consecration service som ehow etched itself in 
my m em ory: “ Cod has a plan fo r your life. W ith in  that plan you can
not fa il. O utside that plan you cannot succeed.''1 If we believe that 
concept, and wish to  live according to  God's plan, a d ilem m a re
mains. How do I find  ou t specifics o f the plan?

Cod assures us that he w ill comm unicate his d irection  fo r ou r 
lives. "I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my eye upon you" (Psalm 32:8, RSV). We m ight wish 
that th is counsel was com m unicated to  us very d irectly and specifi
cally, w ith  easy answers to  every dilemm a accessed sim ply by dialing 
the phone, checking a com puter p rin tou t or flick ing  on a TV screen. 
If God did that, though, he w o u ld n 't be treating us like free, in te lli
gent human beings. So instead, like a good human teacher, he uses 
various media to  comm unicate the broad principles o f his w ill, w ith  
some examples, and then leaves it up to  us to  discover the specific 
answer fo r our lives. O ur role in establishing what God's w ill fo r us 
is, then, tw o -fo ld : staying attuned to his media and then making in 
form ed decisions.

God's prim ary medium is Scripture. Paul writes, "All scripture is 
inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work" (2 Timothy 3:15, 16, RSV). By d irect 
teaching and by stories about God's interaction w ith  people in the 
past, Scripture reliably outlines the boundaries o f the d iv ine w ill.

The psalm ist declared, "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path" (Psalm 119:105). Yet the words o f Scripture alone are at 
times confusing and apparently conflic ting. That's w hy the Bible 
points beyond itself to  the source o f its own light. Jesus said, " I am 
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life" (John 8:12, NIV). It's from  the gospel— 
the teaching, example, and saving deeds o f Jesus Christ, that ligh t 
fo r ou r decision making shines w ith  greatest clarity. W hen faced 
w ith  a decision, w rites John Brunt, “ The Christian must ask, is this 
course o f action consistent w ith  the gospel?"2

God never leads us contrary to  the illum ination  that comes from  
the ligh t o f the w orld  and the inspired witness to  him . Yet we also 
have a liv ing, active source o f guidance in the H oly Spirit who 
guides us in to  all tru th  (see John 16:13). For most o f us the Spirit's 
voice is an inner, inaudib le one. We accept by faith the prom ise of 
his aid in helping us decide how the princip le  o f Scripture applies to 
our particular situation.

Finally, guidance from  God comes only to those w ho believe he 
knows best and are com m itted to fo llow ing  his d irection . We can
not tru ly  know  his w ill if we are detached from  him , and view  his 
way as an option  to  take or leave. The wise man recommends, "Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight" 
(Prov. 3:5, 6, NIV).

D. F. M.



selected by Kathy Beagles

In the Days 
of Thy Youth

Youth is the tim e to  . . . lay the plan, and accustom one's self to  
the practice, o f o rdering  all the acts o f life w ith  reference to  the w ill 
o f God and the welfare o f ou r fellow-creatures. . . .1

In order to  know  the w ill o f God, you must study it, rather than 
fo llow  your own inclinations and the natural bent o f your own mind. 
"W hat w ilt thou have me to  do?" should be the anxious earnest in 
qu iry  o f your heart. . . . God is not w ell pleased that His servants 
shall be ignorant o f His d iv ine w ill, novices in spiritual understand
ing, bu t wise in w o rld ly  w isdom  and know ledge.2

There are three ways in w hich the Lord reveals His w ill to  us, to  
guide us, and to  f it  us to  guide others. How may we know  His voice 
from  that o f a stranger? How shall we distinguish it from  the voice o f 
a false shepherd? God reveals His w ill to  us in His w ord , the Holy 
Scriptures. His voice is also revealed in His providentia l workings; 
and it w ill be recognized if we do not separate our souls from  His by 
walking in our own ways, do ing according to  our own w ills, and fo l
low ing the prom ptings o f an unsanctified heart, un til the senses 
have become so confused that eternal things are not discerned, and 
the voice o f Satan is so disguised that it is accepted as the voice o f 
God.

A nother way in w hich God's voice is heard is through the appeals 
o f His Holy Spirit, making impressions upon the heart, which w ill be 
w rought ou t in the character. If you are in doubt upon any subject 
you must firs t consult the Scriptures. If you have tru ly  begun the life 
o f fa ith you have given yourself to  the Lord to  be w ho lly  His, and He 
has taken you to  m old and fashion according to His purpose, that 
you may be a vessel un to  honor. You should have an earnest desire 
to  be pliable in His hands and to  fo llo w  whithersoever He may lead 
you.3

We all desire im m ediate and d irect answers to  our prayers. . . . 
But God is too  wise and good to answer our prayers always at just 
the tim e and in just the manner we desire. And because we can trust 
His w isdom and love, we should not ask Him to  concede to  our w ill, 
but should seek to enter in to  and accomplish His purpose. O u r de
sires and interests should be lost in His w ill.4

TESTIMONY
Key text:
Ecclesiastes
12:1

“To know the 
will of God, 
you must 
study it.”

1. Messages to Young 
People, p. 234.
2. Testimonies, vol. 5, 
p. 512.
3. Ibid., p. 512.
4. M inistry of Healing, 
pp. 230,231.

Kathy Beagles is a free-lance writer and secretary 
at Andrews University.
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An Expected End by Collette Joy Crowell

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Jeremiah 29:11

“God doesn’t 
leave us 
alone.”

□  January 18
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"G o d  has a p lan ." To a Christian young adult, those fou r words 
can provide the ultim ate solace. In the maze o f decisions, we can 
know  that God w ill indeed bring us to  the place where we can fu lfill 
his purpose fo r our lives— to  his expected end. And if God has a 
plan, even the end o f a once-prom ising romance, o r the closing o f a 
professional oppo rtun ity  need not bring despair. Instead, they 
produce gratefulness that God is so specifically answering our 
prayer fo r guidance. But how  can we really know that God has a 
plan fo r our individual lives, that he has called us to  a specific task, 
tim e, and place? How can we know that he wants to  involve himself 
in ou r everyday lives?

1. The evidence o f the conscience. The greatest evidence we 
have that God wants to  involve himself in our lives lies in the fact 
that he doesn't leave us alone. The proverbial "ho u n d  o f heaven" 
fo llow s us no matter how  great o r how small ou r deviation from  his 
w ill. Psalm 139:7-10 indicates that we can't get away from  God be
cause he has a plan, and he is not satisfied un til we fo llo w  it. We 
have all experienced the proddings o f the Spirit. We know  firsthand 
the d isquieted, d isturbed, gut-level emotions that inevitably result 
when we step ou t o f God's w ill. The trauma we experience is evi
dence that God uses to  prod us to  choose a better way.

We also have experienced that peace that God sends to us as a 
guarantee when we are liv ing according to  his plan. A lthough there 
is va lid ity  in the warnings against emotional decision making, there 
also is tru th  in the fact that God leads through our conscience. 
W hen we get serious, and ask him to lead our lives, we w ill hear his 
voice. "A nd  th ine ears shall hear a w ord behind thee saying, 'This is 
the way, w alk ye in it, ' when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye 
tu rn  to  the le ft"  (Isaiah 30:21).

2. The evidence o f practical b ib lica l principles. God doesn 't count 
on our consciences alone to  lead us to  his expected end. In most 
cases, he writes his w ill fo r our everyday lives in black and w h ite ; in 
bib lical princip les that should leave no doubt in ou r m inds as to  the 
choices he w ould like us to  make. The Bible is no t ethereal and 
o ther-w orld ly , it is dow nrigh t practical. If we read it seriously, look
ing fo r personal application, we often find  God being very specific 
about his plan fo r our lives. Even if God spoke to  us in no o ther way, 
if we carefully fo llow ed every princip le  we found in the scriptures, 
we w ou ld  be able to  live our lives w ithou t regret.

3. The evidence o f the cross. Jesus died that God's plan m ight be 
fu lfille d  in our lives— so it w ould  not be short-circuited by sin, gu ilt, 
and hopelessness. His plans fo r our lives are so im portan t to  him 
that he w ou ld  have died to w ork ou t his plan fo r just one life—your 
life . If he was serious enough about our happiness to  die fo r us, why 
do we doub t that he cares enough to bring us to  his w o rthw h ile  pu r
pose fo r our lives?

W ith  all th is evidence o f God's care and concern, ou r question 
should no t be, "Does God have a p lan ," but instead, "A m  I w illing  
to  fo llo w  God's plan? Am I in his w ill fo r my life?"

At the time of this writing, Collette Joy Crowell 
was a Masters of Divinity Student at the Andrews 
University Theological Seminary.



Decisions,
by Kathy Beagles Decisions, Decisions

You believe God guides and has a plan fo r your life. But you are 
faced w ith  a decision that you th ink  is im portant and you want to 
know  what his w ill fo r you is in th is matter. Right now. W hat do you

*  do? How do you get in touch w ith  him?
First o f all, you bette r decide if you just want to  know  his w ill o r if 

you really want to  do it, whatever it is. Being human, and a creative 
being, you have some ideas about what you w ou ld  like. Are you 
w illin g  to  lay those aside if he should, from  his om niscience, d irect a 
d iffe ren t plan?

Let's say that w ith  God's grace and enabling you decide that you 
 ̂ want, not only to  know  his w ill, but to  do it. At this po in t, many 
dedicated Christians go on whatever feeling or impression presents 
itself next. Be careful I Satan probably has a w ill fo r you in the matter 
also. D on 't make your decision based on your impressions alone. 
The Holy Spirit w ill guide you, but you must test your impressions to 
find  out w hether they come from  him , your own active imagination, 
o r some worse source.

Guidance from  God w ill always be in harmony w ith  Scripture and 
► previous revelations from  him . Even if there is not an answer to your 

very specific, very today problem , going to  Scripture is a good way 
to  com m une w ith  God and to  get closer to  an understanding o f his 
w ill fo r your w hole life.

Another im portant test fo r your impressions is providentia l w o rk
ings. It is a great fa ith  bu ilde r to  watch how  God used providentia l 
w orkings in the lives o f dedicated Christians. The pieces o f the puz
zle called life  seem to  fall in to  place so sm oothly sometimes, that 
the untrained eye misses it. If you have the impression that God 
wants you to  be a missionary docto r but you just can't get a passing 
grade in chemistry, look closely fo r some other doors that seem 
open to  you and more in line w ith  what God has already revealed 
about your life  and abilities.

Paul says that the Christian life is a “ reasonable service" (Rom. 12:1). 
M artin  W ells Knapp, au thor o f the book Impressions says: "G o d  has 
given us reasoning powers fo r a purpose, and he respects them , ap
peals to  them , and all o f his leadings are in unison w ith  th e m ."1

Talk the matter over w ith  godly friends. Parents or teachers that 
you respect are often good counselors. And o f course, present the 
w hole  th ing  to the Lord asking him to  reveal his w ill.

Now you are up from  your knees and there is no answer w ritten 
across your bedroom  m irro r. There has been no thundering  from 
heaven. You are still faced w ith  a decision.

1 1. List all the possibilities rem aining to  you now that you have
weeded out those inconsistent w ith  Scripture, providentia l w ork-

*  ings and godly advice (if you have found some).
2. From the options le ft, choose the one you feel most com fort

able w ith .
3. In form  God o f you r choice, believing that he w ill guide you, 

and then move ahead (Isaiah 30:21).
4. Ask God to keep you open to any fu rthe r guidance he may 

have fo r you, and be w illin g  to have him b lock the way at any tim e,
K should you have wandered " to  the right hand, o r to  the le ft."

Kathy Beagles is a free-lance writer and secretary 
at Andrews University.

HOW TO
Key text: 
Isaiah 30:21

1. As cited in Emo
tions, Can You Trust 
Them, Section IV, “ In
terpretation o f Impres
sions”  by Dr. James 
Dobson, Regal Books, A 
Division of GL Publica
tions, Ventura, CA.
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God Is Not
Looking for Clients by Wesley Flory

OPINION
Key text: 

Proverbs 3:5,6

“God does 
not remove 

the steps 
required for 

decision 
making.”

□  January 20 
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This week we have studied about God's love, expressed by his 
gracious o ffe r o f help in our decision making. All human beings 
make decisions. People w ho know  noth ing about God make deci
sions. Books are w ritten  on decision making. University classes are' 
taught on how to make decisions.

Experts on the decision-m aking process w ill te ll you to  get all the 
in form ation you can on the question to  be decided. Make lists o f all 
o f the options, list all o f the arguments in favor o f o r against each 
op tion . Then use all o f your experience, good judgm ent and com 
mon sense to make the decision.

Friendship w ith  God does not remove any o f the steps required 
fo r good decision making. Friendship w ith  God does no t mean that 
he w ill provide us w ith  ready-made, neatly w rapped, correct an
swers to  all o f life 's decisions. Friendship w ith  God does add a w on
derfu l d im ension to  decision making: know ing that the decision is 
in harm ony w ith God's w ill. A friend o f God w ill consider how  his 
decision w ill effect God's reputation. A friend o f God w ill consider 
how  the decision w ill effect the opportun ities he has fo r helping 
others become God's friends. i

The "vend ing-m ach ine" concept o f God is too  prevalent— the 
idea that if we fo llo w  all the " r ig h t procedures" God w ill reward us 
w ith  answers to  all ou r problem s. God is not looking  fo r clients, he 
is looking  fo r friends. He wants us to  reach the po in t in ou r experi
ence w ith  him where our natural thoughts and desires w ill be in har
m ony w ith  his thoughts and desires. That is true friendsh ip .

I must always rem ember that God's guidance is on ly one factor at 
w ork  when I am making decisions. My own pride, am bition , se lfish -1 
ness, greed etc., etc., are all there too . God has given me the g ift o f 
reason to  enable me to  choose the best course o f action. God has 
given me the power o f choice. W ith  that g ift goes the responsib ility  
fo r the consequences o f my choice. H ow thankfu l I am to  have a 
Friend w ho knows me com pletely, w ho loves me com plete ly and 
w ho does provide me w ith  the w isdom  in making life 's decisions.

Wesley Flory is trust officer at Andrews Univer
sity.



1. How w ou ld  you ou tline , step-by-step, the procedure fo r discern- REACT 
ing God's will? If you d o n 't th ink  this is possible, explain why. Lesson 3

2. The In troduction  contains three situations in w hich people are 
faced w ith  d ifficu lt decisions. Try to  put yourself in each situation 
and discuss how  you w ou ld  go about discovering God's w ill.

3. In situations like those m entioned in the In troduction , is there al
ways one course o f action that is God's w ill in the matter, w ith  all 
other options being against his will? Explain.

4. John Brunt suggests that when faced w ith  a decision, we should 
ask, " Is  th is course o f action consistent w ith  the gospel?" (see 
Logos). W hat do you th ink  he means by this? How, in practical 
terms, do you apply " th e  gospe l" to  decision-making?

5. All o f God's leadings are in unison w ith  our reasoning powers, 
says an author quoted in the How To. Do you agree? Can you 
th ink  o f instances in w hich God w ould lead us contrary to  our 
reasoning powers?

6. Does friendship  w ith  God guarantee that we w ill make the right 
decision (see O pinion)? Explain. In what way, if at all, does God 
respond when we make w rong decisions?



COMMITTED
FROM THE HEART
" I  w ill give you a new heart and put a new sp irit in you; I w ill 
remove from  you your heart o f stone and 
give you a heart o f fle sh " (Eze
kiel 36:26, NIV).

Lesson 4, January 22-28



The Closest
by Laurie Shoup Thing We Have

"M aybe I love him as a per
son. But I'm  n o t/n  love w ith  
h im ."  M y room mate Julie 
looked at me sadly. I glanced 
around our dorm  room , 
searching fo r w ords, seeing 
only the cards on her desk, 
the rose in the vase, the laugh
ing pictures o f Brian on the 
wall. W hy did  she break up

* w ith  him? Everyone said they 
were the perfect couple. W alk
ing around campus together, 
they looked just right fo r each 
other. Brian was w onderfu l.
He w ro te  songs fo r her, called 
her every n ight, and kept our 
room looking  like a flo ris t's  de-

r  light. W hat more could she 
want?

Tired, Julie fin ished brush
ing her teeth and crawled in to  
bed. " It 's  hard to  exp la in ," 
she said as she reached fo r the 
light. " It 's  as if  everything was

, decided w ithou t me. I'm  not 
com fortable— there are things 
I can't ta lk to  him about. And 
when someone says 'I love 
you ' and you can't say it back, it 
gets aw fully qu ie t in the 
room ."

That was m onths ago.
Julie's seeing someone else 
now. It's d iffe ren t th is tim e.

* Like all relationships, Julie's 
and Donnie 's has its quirks, 
bu t th is tim e both are w ork ing  
on it. D onnie makes Julie 
shine. She laughs easily now. 
She doesn't get mad anymore 
when I d rip  water on the bath- 
room flo o r after my shower. 
And when she talks about 
D onnie, som ething in her 
voice tells me that she needs 
him . "You th ink  I'm  co rny ," 
she says, "b u t it's like magic.
I'm  a d iffe ren t person. No

matter what happens I want to 
w ork  things o u t."

It's strange that some rela
tionships w ork w h ile  others 
don 't. Julie broke up w ith  
Brian because she cou ldn 't pre
tend to  love him . A dm iring  all 
the fine qualities in another 
isn 't enough—there has to  be 
a stronger com m itm ent from  
the heart. If the equal com 
m itm ent isn 't there, the love 
w on 't be either— not fo r all 
the songs or flowers in the 
w orld .

Perhaps the secret lies in 
both sides being convinced.
To love someone we must be 
convinced that we can trust 
h im . It involves accepting and 
being honest w ith  each other, 
even when we d o n 't feel like it. 
It is on ly  when we have this 
com m itm ent that a sense o f be
longing to each o ther begins.

It's much the same w ith  Je
sus. We have to become con
vinced that we need him. It's 
som ething everyone must dis
cover fo r himself, because we 
all hear his voice in d iffe ren t 
ways. Once we make the com 
m itm ent, we gain a w hole 
new perspective. Loving him 
gives us motives fo r acting the 
way we want to  act. It gives us 
the ab ility  to  trust h im ; a long
ing to  live his life-style.

Someone once to ld  me that 
being a Christian is the closest 
th ing  we have to magic. It cre
ates changes. Perhaps that's be
cause when we sense Cod 
reaching fo r us w ith  his pow er
fu lly  gentle love, needing us 
because he wants to  need us, 
o ffe ring  us strength to  live 
better lives, som ething pre
cious happens inside us.

And that really is magic.

Laurie Shoup is a graduate student in English at 
Andrews University.
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Straight From the Heart
LOGOS O bedience is a strange quality. In fact, when expressed as a part 

o f ou r proper relationship to  Cod, obedience seems to  be a classic 
paradox. It is required o f us by God, yet it is worthless if it is 
rendered simply as a fu lfillm e n t o f that requirem ent. Obedience 
cannot save us, yet unless we possess it salvation cannot be ours. It 
is the case o f being between the proverbial "ro ck  and a hard p lace." 
We are caught between God's demanding expectations: "Obey me, 
and I will be your God and you will be my people. Walk in all the ways I 
command you, that it may go well with you" (Jer. 7:23, NIV)— and our 
natural tendency toward disobedience: "The sinful mind is hostile to 
God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so" (Rom. 8:7, 8, 
NIV). The tw o conditions are apparently irreconcilable.

The solution to this impasse is the love of God. Love is the great 
m otivator. A recent popular song speaks o f love w hich comes 
"stra igh t from  the heart." This is the sort o f love necessary to  m oti
vate obedience. It is no t "h e a d " love— an inte llectual assent to  
God's supremacy and a passive recognition o f his d irection  in ou r 
lives, but "h e a rt"  love— an em otional and b ind ing  com m itm ent to  
God as our never-failing Friend. Because o f ou r sin-hardened state, 
however, th is love must come from  God. This is w hy he gives us a 
"hea rt transp lant" when we come to  him . God prom ises, "I will give 
you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you 
and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws" 
(Eze. 36:26, 27, NIV).

A new heart enables us to  love God w ith  his kind o f love— the 
on ly  true love. As a result, Christ lives w ith in  us (Gal. 2:20). His 
wishes become our commands— so much so that his law becomes 
engraved upon our motivations. As he says, "I will put my laws in 
their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they 
will be my people" (Heb. 8:10, NIV). The secret o f true  obedience is 
that it must be prom pted by internal m otivation, not external restric
tion . It must be natural, automatic— a product o f ou r love fo r him. 
O ur human efforts must be devoted simply to know ing him better. 
For no t only is it true that to  know him is to  love him , but also to 
love him is to  obey him . Obedience is an effect— not a cause.

In th is perspective, God's demands fo r obedience d o n 't seem so 
d ifficu lt. In fact, we understand the true essence o f C hristianity on ly 
when we realize that all God wants from  us is all o f ou r love—which 
w ill autom atically bring obedience— straight from  the heart.

L. R. C.

□  January 23
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38



Receiving God’s
Selected by Mark Naden Free Gift

Everything in nature, from  the mote in the sunbeam to  the w orlds TESTIMONY 
on high, is under law. And upon obedience to  these laws the order Key text: 
and harm ony o f the natural w o rld  depend.1 Before this earth was Matthew 22:37, 38 
called in to  being, Cod's law existed. Angels are governed by its 
p rincip les, and in o rder fo r earth to  be in harm ony w ith  heaven, 
man also must obey the d iv ine statutes.2

The law given upon Sinai was the enunciation of the princ ip le  o f 
love, a revelation to  earth o f the law o f heaven.3 The beloved disci
ple, w ho listened to  the words o f Jesus on the m ount, w riting  long 
afterward under the inspiration o f the Holy Spirit, speaks o f the law 
as o f perpetual ob liga tion .4 He is speaking o f the law that existed at 
creation and was reiterated upon M t. Sinai.5

The law was not spoken at th is tim e exclusively fo r the benefit o f 
the Hebrews. God honored them by making them the guardians 
and keepers o f His law, bu t it was to  be held as a sacred trust fo r the 
w hole w orld . The precepts o f the decalogue are adapted to all man- “The la w .. .  
kind, and they were given fo r the instruction and governm ent o f all. was the 
Ten precepts, b rie f, com prehensive, and authoritative, cover the enunciation 
duty o f man to  God and to  his fe llow m an; and all based upon the of the 
great fundam ental p rinc ip le  o f love. “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy principle 
God w ith  all thy m ind; and thy ne ighbor as theyse lf." In the ten of love.” 
comm andments these princip les are carried ou t in detail, and made 
applicable to  the cond ition  and circumstances o f man.6

So long as heaven and earth continue, the holy princip les o f 
God's law w ill remain. His righteousness, " lik e  the great m oun
ta ins" (Psalm 36:6), w ill continue, a source o f blessing, sending 
fo rth  streams to  refresh the earth.

Because the law o f the Lord is perfect, and therefore changeless, 
it is impossible fo r sinful men, in themselves, to meet the standard 
o f its requirem ent. This was w hy Jesus came as our Redeemer. It was 
His m ission, by making men partakers o f the d ivine nature, to  bring 
them  in to  harm ony w ith  the princip les o f the law o f heaven.7

God offered them , in His Son, the  perfect righteousness o f the 
law. If they w ou ld  open the ir hearts fu lly  to  receive Christ, then the 
very life  o f God, His love, w ou ld  dwell in them , transform ing them 
in to  His own likeness; and thus through God's free g ift they w ould 
possess the righteousness w hich the law requires.8

1. Thoughts From the 
M ount o f Blessing, p. 48.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 46.
4. Ibid., p. 48.
5. Ibid.
6. Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 305.
7. Thoughts From the 
M ount o f Blessing, p. 50.
8. Ibid., p. 55.

Mark Naden is a junior architecture major at An- □  January 24
drews University. Tuesday
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The Heart’s Answer by Rennard Doneskey

EVIDENCE Alfred Tennyson, the great V ictorian poet, m ourned the loss of 
Key text- *1's f r 'er|d w ho had died tragically young, and found th is experience 

Ezekiel 36'26 27 ma<^e him question his fa ith in an a ll-loving God (w ould God, if he
’ existed, really a llow  this kind o f waste?). Coupled w ith  th is loss

came startling new revelations from  science. According to  the fossil 
record, hundreds o f species o f animals had been w iped out o f exis
tence, and those still alive seemed locked in a struggle fo r survival—
survival dependent on strength and cunning alone. Tennyson was 
perceptive enough to  know these discoveries could not be b lind ly  
d iscounted, fo r they had far-reaching im plications, especially fo r 
people w ho believed in God. Tennyson had a d ifficu lt tim e reconcil
ing these new facts w ith  his religious fa ith, fo r in te llectually he be
lieved in science. But speaking o f this crisis in his life , he w rote  in 
one of his poems,

If e 'er when faith had fallen asleep,
I heard a voice, ''be lieve  no m ore ,"
And heard an ever-breaking shore 

That tum bled in the Godless deep,

A warm th w ith in  the breast w ou ld  melt 
The freezing reason's colder part,
And like a man in wrath the heart 

Stood up and answer'd, " I  have fe lt ."1

Tennyson, then, in te llectually doubted God, but was convicted 
from  the heart that his in te llect was wrong. He held on to  a religious 
fa ith against the judgm ent of his reason.

Tennyson's experience demonstrates tw o kinds o f com m itm ent. 
The firs t— intellectual com m itm ent— can lead to  a kind o f belief. The 
non-Adventist, fo r example, can believe Saturday is the proper Sab
bath but still w orship on Sunday. But when he is com m itted from  
the heart, he wants to  change his entire life to harm onize his actions 
w ith  his new belief. So, the second kind o f com m itm ent, the heart
fe lt k ind, leads to belief plus fa ith , the kind o f fa ith tha t makes ac
tion  possible.2

I'm  not p rom oting an em otionalism  that rejects any kind o f in te l
lectual approach to Christianity. I believe Christians should in te llec
tually search fo r tru th . But I also believe that on ly heartfe lt belie f 
leads to  obedience.

Fortunately, we need not w orry about obta in ing th is heartfe lt ex
perience, fo r God has prom ised to give us a new heart, one that can 
keep his laws (see the text fo r today). So, th rough Christ, we can 
have a heartfe lt com m itm ent to God's w ord that w ill lead to a natu
ral, unforced obedience to his commandments.

1. From Victorian Poetry 
and Poetics, Ed. Walter 

E. Houghton and G. Rob
ert Stange, 2nd ed.

(Boston: Houghton M iff
lin Company, 1968),

p. 81.
2. Thanks to  Dr. Everet 

Lawson fo r sparking

□  January 25 Rennard Doneskey was a graduate student in Eng-
W ednesday lish at Andrews University at this writing.
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A Surpassing 
Commitment

There are dos and don'ts to  Christian liv ing— there's no escaping 
it. There's also no escaping the apostle Paul's teaching that the law is 
not what governs the Christian life. And th is paradox may actually 
be a key to the issue o f th is week's lesson— how  to be com m itted to 
Christ from  the heart rather than out o f a sense o f burdensome ob li
gation.

As a people w ho have stressed the im portance o f obedience to 
’Cod's laws, Adventists may be somewhat taken aback by Paul's bold 
assertion that “ Christ is the end o f the law so that there may be righ
teousness fo r everyone w ho believes" (Rom. 10:4, NIV). Yet this 
and o ther statements (see Rom. 7:6; 2 Cor. 3:6; Gal. 5:18) clearly 
show that fo r Paul, in contrast to  the rabbinic Judaism o f his day, 
one's relationship to Cod was not to  be based on law (meaning the 
entire Torah). The Messiah, Jesus, has replaced the Torah as the 

»means by w hich one enters and sustains a right re lationship w ith 
C od .1

In the com m itted Christian life , therefore, heartfe lt allegiance to  a 
person replaces devotion to  a legal code.2 Cod's rules, then, are not 
checklist prescriptions, bu t are instead descriptions o f the way of 
com panionship w ith  Christ. To experience the biblical way of obedi
ence, we should:

1. Orient our lives toward the living Christ, not the dead letter of the 
'written code. The preoccupation o f the Christian life  is not laws,
whether they be found in the Ten Commandments, the Testimo
nies, o r the Church Manual. N oting that " th e  le tte r kills, bu t the 
Spirit gives life "  (2 Cor. 3:6, NIV), Paul goes on to  contrast the law 
and Christ as means o f relating to  God. The law had great glory, so 
much so that, after receiving it, Moses had to  veil his face so that the 
Israelites could look at him . But even as great as the law's g lory was, 
it was a fading glory. Furtherm ore, Paul saw the veil Moses wore as 
indicative o f a hindrance to the Israelites' access to  the g lory o f God. 

,By contrast, th rough the Spirit, the Christian has com plete freedom 
o f access to  " th e  light o f the know ledge o f the glory o f God in the 
face of C hris t" (2 Cor. 4:6, NIV; cf. 2 Cor. 3:7-18).

Thus in com m itting  ourselves to  Cod we should be oriented toward 
the far surpassing glory o f Christ, not the fading g lory o f the law.

2. Concentrate on Christ. Since we have the privilege o f free access 
to  the glory o f Cod through Christ, we must take advantage o f it. 
C om m itm ent to  him can develop on ly if we take "p rim e  tim e " each

• day to  focus on him th rough Bible study and prayer. In this process 
ou r appreciation fo r him grows and our lives are shaped accord
ingly. "A nd  we all, w ith  unveiled face, behold ing the glory o f the 
Lord, are being changed into his likeness . . ."  (2 Cor. 3:18, RSV).

1 3. Having thus oriented our lives toward Christ, we can view the
law as more descriptive than prescriptive. That is, the law is not a list o f 
requirem ents whereby we achieve and maintain status w ith  God. 
We have that fu lly  in Christ. But since Christ gave us the law as well 

*as himself, the law is a trustw orthy guide fo r know ing his w ill. The 
com m itm ent from  the heart that grows out o f ou r re lationship w ith 
Christ means walking in the way he leads. The law sheds light on 
that way. D. F. M.

HOW TO
Key text:
2 Cor. 3:6-18; 
4:6

1. A Covenant rela
tionship, not legalistic 
obedience, was G od’s 
desire in the Old Testa
ment era as well as the 
New. See Steve Daily’s 
“ The Gospel at S inai’ ’
in M inistry  (March 1983), 
fo r an excellent discus
sion o f th is topic.
2. This is a paraphrase 
o f a statement by F. F. 
Bruce in Paul: Apostle 
o f the Heart Set Free 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans, 1977), p. 189. 
This article is heavily 
dependent on Bruce, pp. 
120-122,188-202.

□  January 26
Thursday
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Working 
From the Inside by Becky Lacy

OPINION
Key text: 

Galatians 2:20

“Commitment 
is the one 

and only 
way by which 
we may know 

the Christ.”

In Sunday's lesson we find  this statement regarding relationships: 
"A dm iring  all the fine qualities in another isn 't enough— there has 
to  be a stronger com m itm ent from  the heart."

N oth ing  could be closer to  the tru th  when discussing our re lation
ship w ith  Cod. The process in which we come to  God isn 't that 
clearcut; the steps can't be separated that easily. Com ing to  know 
Christ, really to know him , is bound to  our com m itm ent to  him. 
O ne cannot sit on the sidelines as a spectator and at the  same tim e ' 
say he knows Christ. The choice is ours and we must be careful. 
M artin  Bell puts it this way:

"To live is to  decide, to  risk being w rong, to  bet you r life. Life it
self is inextricably bound to  decision making. It is not enough to  be 
interested in this man [C hrist], o r fascinated by him . Either we stand 
ready to  com m it our deaths to  him or we don 't. No one ever knows 
the Christ and then comm its himself. C om m itm ent is the one and- 
only way by which we may know  Christ."'1

This com m itm ent w ill cause change, it w ill create a type o f magic 
as described in the in troducto ry  article fo r this week. Ellen W hite  
confirm s this, w riting  that, " .  . . the very life o f God, His love, 
w ou ld  dwell in them , transform ing them in to  His own like 
ness. . . . " 2

O ur experience cannot be separated from  our com m itm ent. It is 
the experience o f the incarnate God in our lives that can help to de -’ 
fine  and live out ou r com m itm ent. Christ has been compared to  the 
eye o f a hurricane. The eye itself is calm and self-contained yet it's 
the experience o f the hurricane that is altering.

To experience the Christ is to  incorporate our stories w ith  his 
story.

. . [H ]earing requires that I listen inside me as I listen to  him. 
Hearing is a rhythm whereby I shuttle between his words and my 
experience."3

The Christ event in our lives starts w ith  saying yes; fo r the doo r t o , 
the human heart can only be opened from  the inside.

1. Martin Bell, The Way 
of the Wolf, (The 

Seabury Press, 1961), 
emphasis supplied.

2. Thoughts from  the 
M ount o f Blessing,

p. 55.
3. Hugh Prather, from 

a book by John Stewart,
Bridges Not Walls, 

(Addison-Wesley Pub
lishing Company, 

1977).

□  January 27 Becky Lacy is currently working on her Masters of
Friday Divinity degree at Andrews University Theological

4 2  Seminary.



1. Is som ething analagous to  "m ag ic" involved in one's relationship REACT 
w ith  Christ (see In troduc tion , O p in ion), o r is it based on well- Lesson 4 
defined, explainable principles?

►

2. H ow  do you explain the paradox o f obedience? Do you agree 
■> w ith  the explanation given in the  Logos piece?

3. H ow  much em otion is necessary fo r a true  relationship w ith  Cod? 
Is it possible to  have an intellectual appreciation fo r Cod and an 
honest desire to  serve him w ith o u t experiencing feelings o f em o
tiona l warm th towards him? Explain.

.4 .  Can intellectual com m itm ent lead to  heartfe lt commitment? In 
what way?

5. Can heartfe lt com m itm ent lead to  in te llectual comm itment? Do 
you th ink  Tennyson's choice o f the heart over in te llect is a valid 
type o f fa ith (see Evidence)?

6. Is all true obedience natural and spontaneous fo r those whose 
hearts have been transform ed by Cod? Explain why or w hy not.

7. The How To author argues, on the basis o f Paul's w ritings, that 
" th e  law is not what governs the Christian life ."  Do you agree? 
A ren 't the Ten Commandments eternally valid? Is it correct and/ 
o r he lp fu l to  view  the  law as descriptive rather than prescriptive?

8. This week's O p in ion  says that you can know  Christ only through 
com m itm ent to  him . M ust you be certain your com m itm ent is to- 

1 tal before you can enter a relationship w ith  Christ? W hy w ould 
you want to  com m it your life to  someone you don 't know?

*
9. Is it possible to  measure or evaluate the depth o f your com m it

ment to  Christ? If so, how? By your standards on healthful living, 
enterta inm ent, sex, etc.?

t  ________ _ ____________ _____________________________________________________ ______________
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ABRAHAM-
THE FRIEND OF

"Against all hope, Abraham in hope 
believed and so became the fa ther o f 
many nations" (Romans 4:18, NIV).

Lesson 5, January 29—February 4



There Are
by Kathy Beagles Abrahams Today. . .

John was a b rillian t math
ematician. He was rising 
qu ick ly  in the industria l firm  
that had hired him  right after 
he received his master's de
gree in applied mathematics. 
He was very com fortable 

■working in the large western 
c ity that was also his 
hom etow n. There he had the 
oppo rtun ity  fo r rising quickly 
to  the  top  o f his career.

Life was good. John and his 
w ife  Mary had even found  the 
Lord and that seemed to  put 

'th e  ic ing on the cake. That is 
un til John started getting rest
less. He could  no t understand 
why. There was just th is un
easy feeling that seemed to 
grow  inside him . The more he 
studied his Bible and the closer 

-re la tionsh ip  he developed 
w ith  the Lord the more John 
became convinced that the 
Lord had som ething else in 
m ind fo r his life.

John shared w ith  some close 
friends his grow ing concern 
that his industria l career was 
not giving him the oppo rtu 
nity to  serve m ankind in the 

'  k ind o f selfless way tha t Jesus' 
life  had portrayed. Nonsense, 
he was to ld . Think o f all the 
good he d id w ith  his money. 
The new organ, the added 
rooms on the church school, 
etc.

4 Then one day John was called 
in to  see the company vice- 
president. He was to ld  that in 
o rder to  go any higher he 

I w ou ld  have to  be w illin g  to 
relocate in another state in an 
even bigger city. The tim e had 
come. John's prayers fo r guid- 

*  ance started being answered as 
he gave in to  the dem anding 
urge to  resign.

John w ent home to  in form

his fam ily that he no longer 
had a job and they w ou ld  be 
moving. Mary, a good w ife, 
d id  not condemn him , even 
though she d id n 't com pletely 
understand. W hat more could 
the Lord give them? Hadn't 
they just th row n his blessings 
away?

John had fo r sometime fe lt a 
concern fo r tw o things. One 
was the great shortage o f quali
fied matn teachers fo r the 
high schools all across the 
country. Even the Wall Street 
Journal had run a colum n about 
the effect this phenom enon 
was having on the educational 
levels o f American youth. The 
o ther concern surfaced when 
he entered his w e ll-filled  
church, sat back in his plush 
pew and listened to  the great 
array o f ta lent that was available 
fo r every service. W hat about 
all the tow ns, villages and even 
counties in this great country 
that d id not even have an Ad
ventist congregation, le t alone 
plush seats and talent. W ho 
was reaching ou t to  them?

These tw o concerns surfaced 
as John's m ind ran through a 
list o f options fo r his fu tu re . His 
thoughts were put in to  ac
tions in the next few  days as he 
made phone calls and w rote  
letters. He soon had a position 
teaching math fo r the com ing 
year in a small school d is tric t in 
the southeast.

W hatever had come across 
John? His friends, in the 
church and out, avoided the 
entire subject as if his insanity 
m ight rub o ff on them . If you 
w ou ld  like to  know what pos
sessed John, read Patriarchs 
and Prophets, pages 126 (last 
paragraph) and 127.

Kathy Beagles is a free-lance writer and secre
tary at Andrews University.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  January 29
Sunday
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Friends Forever
LOGOS Abraham. The name itself sounds solid— like a foundation to  bu ild  

som ething on. It rings w ith  a tone o f greatness, exuding confidence 
grounded in destiny. The man was arguably the greatest o f the 
personalities o f earth's early history— a man w ho is almost un iver
sally known today. Three major relig ions—Judaism, C hristianity, 
and Islam— count him  among the ir found ing  fathers. But most sig
nificantly, Abraham is the only man ever designated by the Bible as 
the "Friend o f G od" (2 Chron. 20:7).

Abraham's d istinction was his deep fa ith in Cod— an unshakeable 
confidence that God was in charge and everything w ou ld  w ork ac
cord ing to  divine plan. From the very beginning, Abraham showed 
that he was not one to  second-guess God. Receiving the call to  
p lunge in to  the unknown, he d id n 't stop to  ask why. "By faith Abra
ham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheri
tance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was go-, 
ing" (Heb. 11:8, NIV). Abraham placed everything— his fam ily, his 
flocks and his future— on the line, trusting that God knew best. Even 
though it often seemed that God's d irection led toward evil, Abra
ham fo llow ed on. He d id n 't flinch— even when it looked like his 
obedience w ould  cost him his beloved son (Gen. 22).

The key to Abraham's faithfulness was that he possessed a proper 
perspective. He saw beyond his own place and tim e. He concerned 
h im self w ith  universal tru ths instead o f earthly triv ia lities, setting his • 
sights far above this w orld . As the w rite r o f Hebrews says, "he was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder 
is God" (Heb. 11:10, NIV).

Underneath all o f his admirable qualities, however, Abraham was 
still human. He still made mistakes. There were times when he 
failed to  w ait fo r God's d irection , and invariably d ifficu lties  resulted.

Abraham's biggest mistake—the one resulting in the farthest- 
reaching effects—was probably his marriage to  Hagar. Granted, his 
motives were honorable; he simply wanted to  help God out. But 
Abraham forgot that the God w ho prom ised, "I will make you into a 
great nation" (Gen. 12:2, NIV), was also perfectly capable o f making 
good his guarantee. The Arab-lsraeli con flic t today attests to the 
gravity o f Abraham's error.

But Abraham's mistakes were isolated, and when he recognized 
them  he was tru ly  sorry. His regret was genuine and his repentance 
heart-fe lt. W ith  a renewed resolve to  let God lead, he w ou ld  con
tinue to  drive doggedly onward toward his final destination— "th e *  
c ity w ith  founda tions."

Despite fo rb idd ing  circumstances "he [Abraham] did not waver 
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in 
his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had i 
power to do what he had promised" (Rom. 4:20, 21, NIV). This trusting 
devotion to  God com bined w ith  single-m inded perseverance consti
tu te  Abraham's greatness. He simply took God at his w ord  and lived 
up to  the bargain— like a true friend. God could count on him. N o '  
w onder they called him the  "Friend o f G od ."

L. R. C.

□  January 30
Monday

46



Changed
selected by Frances Cook Connections

Cod selected Abraham as His messenger, through whom  to com- TESTIMONY 
m unicate ligh t to  the w orld . The w ord o f God came to  him , not w ith  ^ ey j ex{ 
the presentation o f fla tte ring  prospects in th is life , o f large salary, o f Rom ans 12:1 2 
great appreciation and w o rld ly  honor. "G e t thee out o f thy country, 
and from  thy kindred, and from  thy father's house, unto a land that I 
w ill show th e e ," was the d iv ine message to  Abraham. The patriarch 
obeyed, and "w e n t ou t, not know ing w h ithe r he w e n t,"  as God's 

' l ig h t  bearer, to  keep His name alive in the earth. He forsook his 
country, his home, his relatives, and all pleasant associations con
nected w ith  his early life , to  become a p ilgrim  and a stranger.

Abraham's unquestion ing obedience was one o f the most strik ing 
instances o f faith and reliance upon God to be found in the Sacred 
Record. W ith  only the naked prom ise that his descendants should 
possess Canaan, w ith o u t the least outward evidence, he fo llow ed “Without the 

»on where God should lead, fu lly  and sincerely com plying w ith the least outward 
conditions on his part, and con fiden t that the Lord w ould  fa ith fu lly  evidence, 
perfo rm  His w ord . The patriarch w ent wherever God indicated his he followed 
du ty; he passed th rough wildernesses w ithou t te rro r; he w ent Dn where God 
among idolatrous nations, w ith  the one though t: "G o d  has spoken; should lead.”
I am obeying His voice; He w ill guide, He w ill p rotect m e."

Just such faith and confidence as Abraham had the messengers of 
God need today. But many w hom  the Lord could use w ill not move 

"o n w a rd , hearing and obeying the one Voice above all others. The 
connection w ith  kindred and friends, the fo rm er habits and associ
ations, too  often have so great an influence upon God's servants 
that He can give them  but little  instruction , can comm unicate to 
them  but little  know ledge o f His purposes; and often after a tim e He 
sets them  aside and calls others in the ir place, whom  He proves and 
tests in the same manner. The Lord w ou ld  do much more fo r His 
servants if they were w ho lly  consecrated to H im , esteeming His ser
vice above the ties of kindred and all o the r earthly associations.

;

*

Excerpted from  Testi
monies to the Church, 
vol. 4, pp. 523, 524.

□  January 31
Tuesday
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Abraham’s God by Tim Garrison

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Romans 4:17

"Today’s world 
offers an 

atmosphere 
of belief 

much more 
convincing than 

the world 
of Abraham .”

□  February 1 
Wednesday 

48

W hen we look closely at our modern w orld  we often w onder at 
the ab ility  o f people to discover God in the midst o f contem porary 
society. And yet today's w orld  offers an atmosphere o f belie f that is 
much more convincing and com pelling than the w orld  o f Abraham.

As Henri Gaubert points out in his book, Abraham, Loved by Cod, 
the idea o f one God was absolutely unth inkable  in the ancient 
w orld . Polytheism was the prevailing practice. Everywhere men in 
voked an in fin ite  p lu ra lity  of gods. For them  a tree was a god, a 1 
raised stone was a dw elling place o f a god, as was a m ountain, a 
river and the sea. Sim ilarly, the w ind , clouds, ligh tn ing  and o f 
course the earth itself and each star were gods.

And now to this shepherd, born in to  an idolatrous environm ent 
(see Josh. 24:2) there was suddenly revealed, w ithou t any apparent 
preparation, a God w ho insists on being the only one. W ith  nearly 
five thousand gods in Babylon, thousands more in Egypt, and priests^ 
w ho developed intricate and complex hierarchies o f gods, there is 
revealed to a simple shepherd the one true God.

There is no way we can understand the metaphysical leap repre
sented by the revelation made to  Abraham and its acceptance by 
him . Silvano Arieti in Abraham and the Contemporary M ind  calls 
Abraham the " firs t modern m an" because "num berless generations 
before Abraham and numberless generations after h im  d id  not con
ceive the existence o f a spiritual entity  that could be separated from  1 
nature. Not only in the num ber o f idols and deities w orshiped were 
the beliefs o f the ancients distinguished from  the in tu ition  of Abra
ham, bu t also in the fact that fo r them whatever was divine was 
im m anent, that is, part o f nature; fo r Abraham the d iv ine both tran
scended and preceded nature."

So w ith  overwhelm ing odds against him Abraham finds fa ith in a 
God that is beyond human understanding and is one in purpose and 
person. We make the decision of Abraham every day in our own un
derstanding o f that one God and his impact on our personal lives. . 
And we make that decision in a w orld  much more w illin g  to  ac
know ledge its possibility than Abraham's.

It is easy centuries later to  look back and understand the im plica
tions o f that ancient acceptance to  the Christian w orld  and to the 
Seventh-day Adventist w orld . And it's all the more im portan t to  un
derstand that God not on ly empowers a w hole  nation through a 
hum ble human named Abraham, but he empowers each person 
w illing  to  do as Abraham to discover the joy o f a life  dedicated to  the * 
one true God.

0

Tim Garrison was, at the time of this writing, on 
study leave from Sligo Church in Takoma Park, 
Md., working on his M.A. at Andrews University.



How to 
Be a Friend of God

It is in teresting to  note tha t the firs t entry in the record o f the HOW TO 
friendsh ip  between Cod and Abraham is that of God giving a com- Key text: 
mand and Abraham obeying. "The Lord said to Abraham, 'Leave. 2 Chronicles 20:7 
. . .' So Abraham le ft"  (Gen. 12:1, 4, NIV). No questions asked, he 
just left.

This sort o f interchange is an unusual basis fo r a friendship. A fter 
all, how  easy is it fo r a private to  like the d rill sergeant w ho contin- 

“‘ually tells him to  drop and do fifty , or fo r a dorm  student to  appreci
ate the fine r qualities o f a strict, overbearing dean?

Yet Abraham's story illustrates an im portant facet in the relation
ship between God and man. Requisite to  establishing a friendship 
w ith  God is obedience. Now before you shudder in dismay at this 
apparently blatant legalism (ouch! heaven fo rb id !) let me explain.

God, fo r ou r com plete happiness, has ou tlined the ways by which 
r we can best get to  know  him . These ways are called laws and fo llo w 

ing them  is called obedience. But we humans have tw isted these 
tw o words in such a way that they now have negative connotations.
However, they are not negative qualities. A law is merely a state
ment o f how  things w ork. Obedience is simply fo llow ing  the natural 
order o f the law. Humans therefore are unnatural because we d on 't 
fo llow  the law.

Now some people like to  argue that there are tw o laws, the phys
ic a l  and the spiritual. An example o f each w ould be gravity and love.
Both are laws that govern the universe, bu t I don 't believe they are 
separate entities. The final result o f defying both is the same— 
death. The on ly  d ifference between the tw o laws is that the result o f 
breaking one is a little  more im m ediate than the other. For example, 
if you were to defy the law o f gravity and jum p o ff the Empire State 
Building you w ould  die in about 39 seconds. If you defy the law of 
love it could take any where from  70 years or more to die.

To best facilitate our re lationship w ith  him , God has outlined sev
e ra l princip les w hich we should fo llow . These are imperative in de
ve lop ing a re lationship w ith  him . Because in fo llow ing  them is life, 
in disregarding them  is death. It's hard to  be a friend o f God when 
you 're  dying and impossible when you 're  dead.

So, what can we learn from  the story o f Abraham?
1. Accept what God has done for you in the past and have faith in 

what he w ill do fo r you in the fu tu re . This, as to Abraham, w ill be 
credited to  you as righteousness (Gen. 15:6).

• * 2. Obey. Yield to  the prom ptings of the Holy Spirit and the voice 
o f God. This is the only way to  develop a friendsh ip  w ith him . Like 
Abraham, respond when you are called— whatever the call may be.

3. Continue to obey. Once is no t enough. Though Abraham made 
'm istakes the trend o f his life was that o f unrem itting  obedience.
W hen he was tested he was found fa ith fu l. So like Abraham, con
tinue through the pow er that God w ill supply, to  make the sacrifices 

^required o f you. Then your friendship  w ith  God w ill continue 
th rough all e ternity.

E. R. M.
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Walking 
With Abraham by Tim Garrison

OPINION
Key text: 

Hebrews 11:4-10

“When 
Abraham  

discovered God 
he also 

discovered 
himself.”

□  February 3
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Abraham—the very same name is revered by the people o f three 
great religions o f the w orld— Judaism, Islam and C hristianity. All 
trace the roots o f the ir re lig ion to  this one man. It is in teresting that 
Abraham never w rote  a w ord o f the Bible and yet is its firs t prophet 
and greatest character.

Abraham's greatest achievement, though, is not found in the o r
ganized religions that look to  him as the ir founder, bu t in the way in 
w hich he responded to the call o f God.

H istory and trad ition  have a way o f destroying the human side of 
people. Yet, it is the human understanding o f God, the give and 
take o f God and person, that brings the message o f Abraham's life 
in to  the very heart o f every believer's experience. It is the simple 
struggle of this man and his people that gives us hope in our m od
ern w orld .

God's call to  Abraham is also our call. We walk w ith  him  to the 
land o f Canaan and dig deep w ith in  our minds to  discover the gu id
ance o f ou r God. Some o f us c lim b w ith  Abraham the m ountain of 
M oriah and face the ultim ate test o f ou r faith.

We also walk as Abraham did when we see God in the faces of 
those in need—when we respond to  a room mate w ho needs some
one to  listen, when we hear the cry o f a parent try ing to  understand 
what it means to  be young in today's w orld , and when we recognize 
the frustration o f a teacher try ing to  convey w isdom  as w ell as 
know ledge.

We walk w ith  Abraham when we find  ourselves and discover our 
own feebleness and an understanding o f the pow er o f God's grace. 
For you see, when Abraham discovered God he also discovered 
himself. God confronts us w ith  the tru th  about his character and 
ours. A revelation that, like in the case o f Abraham, can drastically 
change our lives.

Abraham's story then, is very much like our story. God reveals 
him self to  us each day in new and d iffe ren t ways and at the same 
tim e helps us to  discover ourselves. It may not be as dramatic as 
God's revelation to  Abraham but it's every b it as im portant.

t

t

Tim Garrison, at the time of this writing, was on 
study leave from Sligo Church in Takoma Park, 
Md., working on his M.A. at Andrews University.



I.  The In troduction  suggests an example o f the way in which Abra- REACT 
ham's radical fa ith  m ight be expressed in modern settings. Do Lesson 5 
you th ink  John tru ly  had faith like Abraham's? Why? Suggest 
o ther specific ways in w hich faith like Abraham's m ight be en
acted in today's world? Is it necessary to  take some dramatic step 
(like John in the In troduction) to  have the faith like Abraham's?
Explain.■

2. Can you th ink  o f attempts in the Bible o r in modern life to  step 
ou t in fa ith which ended in failure? How do we distinguish be- 

■ tween foolhardiness and radical fa ith in God?

3. W hat do you feel was the cause o f Abraham's isolated failures? 
„ Do they detract from  his greatness or sim ply establish his “ hu

manness"? Is the fact tha t we are human ever an excuse fo r sin?

4. Tim Garrison (O p in ion) states that to  discover ourselves we must 
firs t discover God. W hy is this true? How did Abraham go about 
discovering God? Can we do the same?

5. W hat does the way God dealt w ith  Abraham reveal to  you about 
God?



MOSES-
COMMITTED TO 
THE PEOPLE OF

"By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatmen 

i | |  K f V  ■ ■  ■  with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt . .  ."(Hebrews 11:24-26, RSV).

Lesson 6, February 5-11



Moses-^God’s
by Phil Muthersbaugh Mountain Man

Being a novice backpacker,
I have learned that the p ic tu r
esque beauty o f a sum m it 
view, o r a refreshing d rink  from  
a cool m ountain stream could 
not be fu lly  appreciated until I 
had reached the top  o f the 

'm oun ta in . For me, getting to  
the top  and learning how to 
hang in there during the "tra il 
tim e " took  total com m itm ent. 
There is probably no th ing  more 
dem oraliz ing to  a group o f 
hikers than having someone 

.a long w ho really is no t com 
m itted, e ither to  the group or 
to the goal o f c lim bing the 
mountain.

Moses, the leader o f one of 
the longest hikes in history, 
was one person so com m itted 
to  his task that he was w illin g  to 

"give up his life. Moses had to 
clim b mountains at three 
crucial times on his journey to 
the prom ised land, and each 
tim e was a lesson in com m it
ment.

First, there was M t. Horeb. 
Here God com m itted the lead
ership o f His chosen people 

. to  an aging Israelite tend ing 
sheep to r nis father-in-law. 
Moses, in tu rn , made a com 
m itm ent to  lead this nation of 
slaves to  freedom  and in to  the 
land God had prom ised to  
Abraham. A lthough Moses did 
not realize the d ifficu lties  he

*  w ou ld  face, his com m itm ent to  
God's people was so strong 
that he was w illing  to  exchange 
his own life  fo r the sake o f the

- en tire  nation (Exodus 32).
Later Moses again clim bed 

the same m ountain, also 
known as M t. Sinai. God

*  knew that Moses and the peo

ple needed a re-com m itm ent. 
Moses needed assurance that 
he was still God's chosen 
leader. The people needed to 
learn that com m itm ent in 
volved the ir fa ith and obed i
ence. Com plaining about the 
food supplies, the lack o f 
water, and Moses' leadership 
was not going to  get them  to 
the prom ised land any sooner. 
But God remained com m itted 
to  them , as did Moses.

Finally, there was M t. Nebo. 
Forty long years o f wandering 
through the desert had wearied 
Moses. Near the end o f the 
journey, his self-control gave 
way to  anger, mom entarily, 
and he struck the rock instead 
o f speaking to  it, bringing dis
honor to  God before the peo
ple (Num. 20). Yet God, ever 
com m itted to  Moses, brought 
him to  the top  o f the m oun
tain giving him a panoramic 
view o f Canaan, and a p ro 
phetic vision o f Israel's fu ture  
and the com ing Messiah. But 
his greatest m om ent, no doubt, 
was an intim ate, personal 
meeting w ith  the transfigured 
Christ w ho was on his way to  
the cross and humanity's re
dem ption.

As Christians, God chal
lenges each o f us to  live a 
com m itted life, a sacrificial life 
(Romans 12:1). This is a "rea
sonable" testim ony to  the w o r
thiness o f God's personal 
com m itm ent to us. His promise 
is that we, like Moses, w ill 
one day reach the mountain's 
sum m it, and stand w ith  the 
Messiah, transfigured and 
transform ed by his grace.

Phil Muthersbaugh wrote this while still a semi
nary student at Andrews University. He is now 
pastoring in Oregon.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  February 5
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“By Faith 
Moses Chose ..

LOGOS “ By faith Moses chose. . . ."  W hat is a choice o f faith? And how 
does one choose by faith? Last n ight at supper it was qu ite  easy fo r 
me to  choose not to  eat the garlic soup the cafeteria was serving. 
However, it was much harder to  choose to  get ou t o f bed at 5:30 this 
m orn ing and go jogging. I d on 't believe that the firs t example could 
be classed in the " fa ith "  category. The latter has possibilities 
though. It was a choice o f self-denial; a choice fo r the greater 
good— exercise over self-indulg ing sleep.

The choice between the opu len t luxury o f the Egyptian court and 
the headache of leading a group o f problem atic, stubborn, backbit
ing individuals through an arid desert appears to  be obvious. But 
Moses' choice was one of self-denial; a choice of fa ith. "By faith Mo
ses, when he had grown up refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's 
daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather 
than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time" (Heb. 11:24, 25, NIV).

And mistreated he was, not so much w ith  the people o f God, but 
by  the people of God. The Exodus record is filled  w ith  Israel's cries 
against Moses. "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and 
our children and livestock die?" (Ex. 17:3, NIV). "In the desert the whole 
community grumbled against Moses and Aaron" (Ex. 16:2, NIV). The list 
goes on. Nevertheless, Moses still loved them .

The magnitude o f his love fo r the people is evidenced by his in te r
cession fo r them after the ir great sin at Sinai. "  'I have seen these peo
ple,' the Lord said to Moses, 'and they are a stiff-necked people. Now 
leave me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 
destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation' "  (Ex. 32:9, 10, 
NIV). This was no small tem ptation. It w ould have undoubted ly 
been pleasant to  be rid of these constant complainers. But Moses 
never hesitated. "  'O  Lord,' he said, 'why should your anger burn 
against your people? . . .  But now, please forgive their sin— but if not, 
then blot me out of the book you have written' " (Ex. 32:11, 32, NIV).

Though the rewards fo r these self-sacrificing choices were not im 
mediately evident, and despite his fa ilu re  that barred him from  en
te ring  the land o f Canaan (Num. 20:10-12), Moses was honored as 
no one else ever has been. Through his com m itm ent to  the w ill o f 
God and because o f his selfless attitude, "the Lord would speak to 
Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend" (Ex. 31:11, NIV). 
But God honored Moses fu rther. W hile  conversing w ith  God, M o
ses asked to see his glory. God did not rebuke this bold request. In
stead, "the Lord said, 'There is a place near me where you may standi 
. . .  I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I 
have passed by. Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back" 
(Ex. 33:21-23, NIV).

E. R. M.

i

□  February 6
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by Debbie Montcalm

The Power 
of Humility

"The Lord w ou ld  speak w ith  Moses face to  face, just as a man 
speaks w ith  a fr ie n d " (Ex. 33:11, CNB).

We know  from  reading Exodus 33:20 that Moses d id not literally 
speak w ith  Cod face-to-face; rather th is refers to the intimacy he 
had w ith  God. Yet at the same tim e Moses com bined, w ith  that in ti
macy, hum ility  and reverence fo r God.

"The tim e fo r Israel's deliverance had come. But God's purpose 
“was to  be accomplished in a manner to pour contem pt on human 
pride. The deliverer was to  go fo rth  as a hum ble shepherd, w ith  only 
a rod in his hand; bu t God w ou ld  make that rod the symbol o f His 
p o w e r."1

"M oses had been learning much that he must unlearn. The in flu 
ences that had surrounded him in Egypt . . .  all had le ft deep im 
pressions upon his developing m ind and had m olded, to  some ex

te n t, his habits and character. Time, change o f surroundings, and 
com m union w ith  God could remove these impressions. It w ould re
qu ire  on the part o f Moses him self a struggle as fo r life to  renounce 
error and accept tru th , bu t God w ou ld  be his helper when the con
flic t should be too  severe fo r human s treng th ."2

"H u m ility  and reverence should characterize the deportm ent of 
all w ho come in to  the presence o f God. In the name o f Jesus we 
may come before Him w ith  confidence, but we must not approach 

'H im  w ith  boldness o f presum ption, as though He were on a level 
w ith  ourselves. There are those w ho address the great and all- 
pow erfu l and holy God, w ho dw elle th in ligh t unapproachable, as 
they w ou ld  address an equal, o r even an in fe rio r. There are those 
who conduct themselves in His house as they w ou ld  not presume to 
do in the audience chamber o f an earthly ru ler. These should re
m em ber that they are in His sight w hom  seraphim adore, before 
w hom  angels veil the ir faces."3

"The d ivine command given to  Moses found him self-distrustful, 
.s low  o f speech, and tim id . He was overwhelm ed w ith  a sense o f his 
incapacity to  be a m outhpiece fo r God to  Israel. But having once ac
cepted the w ork, he entered upon it w ith  his w hole heart, pu tting  all 
his trust in the Lord. The greatness o f his mission called in to  exer
cise the best powers o f his m ind. God blessed his ready obedience, 
and he become e loquent, hopefu l, self-possessed, and w ell-fitted 
fo r the greatest w ork  ever given to  man. This is an example of what 
God does to  strengthen the character of those w ho trust Him fu lly  

-tend give themselves unreservedly to  His commands.
"A  man w ill gain pow er and effic iency as he accepts the responsi

b ilities that God places upon him , and w ith  his w hole soul seeks to 
qualify h im self to  bear them  aright. However hum ble his position or 

'lim ite d  his ab ility , that man w ill attain true greatness w ho, trusting 
to d ivine strength, seeks to  perform  his w ork w ith  fide lity . Had M o
ses relied upon his own strength and w isdom , and eagerly accepted 

_J:he great charge, he w ou ld  have evinced his entire unfitness fo r 
such a w ork. The fact that a man feels his weakness is at least some 
evidence that he realizes the magnitude o f the w ork  appointed him , 
and that he w ill make God his counselor and his s treng th ."4

Debbie Montcalm lives and writes in Berrien 
Springs, Mich.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
Exodus 33:11

“ However 
humble his posi
tion or limited 
his ability, that 
man will attain 
true greatness 
who, trusting 
to divine 
strength, 
seeks to per
form his work 
with fidelity.”

1. Patriarchs and  
Prophets, p. 251.
2. Ibid., p. 248.
3. Ibid., p. 252.
4. Ibid., p. 255.
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The Fears 
of Moses by Roy C. Nader

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Exodus 3:1-12

“ It is 
this endless 

patience 
in Love 

that has 
always 

baffled man.”

1. Lockyer, A ll the Books 
and Chapters o f the Bi

ble, p. 24. 
2. John Hercut, Pages 
from  G od's Casebook 

(London: Intervarsity 
Press, 1969), p. 42.
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M uch is w ritten about the courage o f Moses, the meekness o 
Moses and the intercession o f Moses. But little  is w ritten  about the 
fears o f Moses. Moses was conceived in fear. His parents knew thai 
if the ir ch ild  should be a boy he must be drow ned at b irth  in the 
N ile. His m other dispatched him to  the palace at a tender age, and 
although she had great fa ith she must have had some fear fo r whal 
m ight happen to his you th fu l com m itm ent under the in fluence ol 
the pagan Egyptian priests and royal teachers. Moses fled from 
Egypt in fear fo r his life  after slaying the Egyptian. And w h ile  m ind
ing the sheep near Sinai Moses met God, and his instant reaction 
was to hide his face, “ because he was afraid. . . "  (Exodus 3:6, NIV). 
But th is fear like the o ther great fears in his life  he endured through 
fa ith. Thus the w rite r to  the Hebrews adds Moses to the Hall o f He
roes in  Chapter 11, and introduces him w ith  the meaningful words, 
"By fa ith Moses. . . ."

Lockyer traces the steps by w hich God prepared Moses fo r the 
m onum ental task o f leading Israel to  the prom ised land. “ This re
markable chapter (Exodus 3), containing the call o f Moses, is fu ll ot 
spiritual im port fo r our hearts. The opening verses give us h u m ili
a tion— 'Moses kept the flock ' (later he had a d iffe ren t one to 
keep!); separation— 'the backside o f the desert' (deserts are good 
tra in ing  grounds fo r God's leaders); elevation— 'the mountain of 
G od '; revelation— 'the angel o f the Lord appeared unto h im .' " 1

I w onder how Moses fe lt as he contem plated the fina l encounter 
w ith  Pharaoh on which, in one sense, the exodus now hung, appar
ently so delicately poised. That Moses had the courage to  choose to 
face Pharaoh fo r this b itte r confronta tion is a measure o f the great
ness o f the man. John Hercut describes that m om ent o f destiny 
when Pharaoh had to  make his choice too.

"  'Moses, can't we make terms? . . . W hat about you going w ith  
your ch ild ren, and just leaving your flocks and herds?' How patient 
God has always been. It is th is endless patience in Love that has al
ways baffled man. 'Pharaoh, we w ill go; our ch ildren w ill go; our 
herds w ill go; everything about us w ill go. Not a hoof w ill rem ain.' 
And now  Pharaoh sees, and sees it all. There are no terms. There is 
no escape. It is God alone, o r Pharaoh alone. And Pharaoh now 
knows all that a rebel man is allowed to know. 'G o  away,' he 
screams. 'G et ou t of my sight. If ever I see you again, I'll kill you .'

"  'Yes,' said God, 'Y ou 'll never see me again.' And Pharaoh never 
saw God again. God saw Pharaoh, o f course. . . . But Pharaoh d id n 't 
see God again. And that choice, made so fina lly  and so clearly, still 
stands, alongside the choice o f all the Pharaohs of human history. 
That is the one th ing about Pharaoh that does stand. He is gone. . . . 
But that choice, that decision, stands and must stand. In some deep 
sense, that is the tiny, but always real, scar w hich God H im self must 
preserve fo r ever, to  show that the good He has made has been 
made against real e v il."2 ,

Roy C. Naden is Associate Professor of Religious 
Education at Andrews University.



Of Meekness, Moses, 
and Pickup Trucks

In th is age o f fast cars, macho men, and assertive w om en, when HOW TO 
nearly everyone subscribes to  the " lo o k  ou t fo r # 1 "  philosophy, an Key text: 
accurate view o f Moses is hard to  come by. The contem porary im- Romans 12:3 
age o f " th e  meekest m an" w ou ld  probably be that of a farm er ma
neuvering his dusty o ld  p ickup down the interstate fast lane at 48 
mph. H um ility  sim ply isn 't in fashion today. Not that it ever has 
been— it is too  often equated w ith  weakness. Even a perfunctory ex
am ination o f Moses, however, shows that the stereotype certainly 
doesn 't hold true fo r him .

H um ility  is a paradox. W hat is actually strength and self-control is 
considered weakness. W hat is tru ly  a desirable quality receives a 
negative connotation. Perhaps this is what makes hum ility  the dis
tinctive  tra it o f true greatness— so few  understand it and even fewer 
possess it. Jesus certa in ly wasn't risking overpopulation when he 
declared, "Blessed are the meek, fo r they w ill inherit the earth"
(M att. 5:5, NIV). H um ility  and a sinful life  appear fo r the most part 
to  be mutually exclusive. It's hard to  do much sinning when you're 
pu tting  others first.

But how  are we to  achieve this fu ture-securing humility? Here are 
some suggestions:

1. Study examples of humilty. It is true that "b y  behold ing we be
come changed." So we can be inspired by example—the observa
tion  o f Moses and Jesus cannot fail to  produce im itative effects.
C hrist established a precedent fo r Christians in "tak ing  the very na
tu re  o f a servant" (Phil. 2:7, NIV). We can do as he did.

2. Put yourself in perspective. It's no t so hard to be hum ble when 
we realize our relative unim portance in the universal scheme of 
things. Human achievements pale beside the acts of Cod, just as an 
ant's busy activities seem to ta lly insignificant to  us. The more clearly 
we witness Cod's perfection, the more crude our im perfections be
come. O ur little  games o f status and pretended sophistication are 
shown to  be rid icu lous.

3. Ask Cod for genuine humility. This is the most im portant step be
cause only the Spirit o f God in ou r lives can produce genuine hum il
ity. "Ask and it w ill be given to yo u " (M att. 7:7, NIV)— and that even 
includes a hum ble spirit. W ill we be too  proud to pass up this offer?

L. R. C.

?

k
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The Choice That
Really Counts by Rene Alexenko

OPINION Choices. We all make them every day. And as d ifficu lt as it may 
Key text seem at the tim e, the decision fo r o r against the new dress or be- 

Luke 12-8 tween strawberry pie and a hot fudge sundae isn 't go ing to have
consequences that w ill alter the entire course of a life tim e. Few of 
us w ill ever make many decisions that redirect history o r affect m il
lions o f lives.

Moses was in a little  d iffe ren t situation. Raised in the court o f the 
greatest country in the w orld , he had the best education available. 
His tra in ing in politics, mathematics, m ilitary tactics and philosophy 
w ell qua lified him fo r the position he held— heir to  the throne of 
Egypt. Vet he turned his back on what secular society considers suc
cess in favor o f sheep herd ing fo r 40 years to  learn the  skills which 
w ou ld  be necessary in leading the children o f Israel.

W hy did a man w ith  such a prom ising career make the radical 
choice to  lead a nation o f uneducated slaves out o f bondage? W hy 
did he turn  his back on what his environm ent and upbring ing to ld  
him  was sure success?

W hen he was still a child , Moses decided he w ou ld  use his life to 
serve God. Once he recognized his m ission, all the o ther choices he 
made were in response to  his choice fo r God.

Even so, Moses d id n 't always choose wisely. No doub t God w ould 
have preferred Moses to choose against m urdering an Egyptian 
guard, fa iling to  circumcise his son, and strik ing the rock, because 
God had to  deal sternly w ith  those decisions.

But when making the most im portant decision in life— choosing 
fo r o r against God— Moses had chosen correctly. And although M o
ses received no recognition in th is life, God honored Moses' 
choices in some very unique ways.

God gave Moses the special privilege o f seeing his g lory (albeit 
veiled fo r Moses' own good). Before Moses died, God allowed him 
to  see the land o f Canaan even though he had been denied en
trance. And centuries later, when the Son o f God needed it most, 
Moses was given the very special honor o f com ing to  earth to  en
courage Christ in his suffering. God prom ised Moses heavenly favor 
in lieu o f earthly reward and he d id n 't let Moses down. Perhaps it 
was Moses, the meekest among men (Numbers 12:3) about whom  
Jesus was speaking when he said, "Blessed are the meek, fo r they 
shall inhe rit the earth ." Matt. 5:5.

We are all going to  make less than wise choices. But just as he did 
w ith  Moses, God w ill still d irect our lives and use bad decisions for* 
his glory if  we have chosen to serve him. And just as he did fo r M o
ses, God w ill honor us when it really counts— in the earth made 
new.

□  February 10
Friday
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Rene Alexenko was a senior public relations stu
dent at Andrews University at the time of this writ
ing.



1 . Discuss the options Moses had at key points in his career. Did he REACT 
always make the right choice? W ould there have been more than |_esson 6 
one right choice in some instances?

— The choice between the court o f Egypt and leading the tribes 
o f Israel (Heb. 11:24-26).

— God's call to  leadership in the w ilderness (Ex. 3, 4).
— God's threat to  disown the Israelites (Ex. 32).
— Bringing water from  the rock and God's subsequent decree 

(Num. 20:10-12; 26:12-23).

2. Should we as workers fo r God be reluctant— as Moses was— to 
accept the responsibilities that God places upon us? Does an ea
ger, enthusiastic reaction portend a tendency to  do it ou r own 
way, as the Testim ony piece suggests?

3. Is hum ility  inherited o r developed? Was Moses always humble? If 
not, how  was his hum ility  developed? Is the same process neces
sary today fo r us op tim a lly  to  serve God? How im portant is hum il
ity?

4. Could Moses have done as much fo r the children o f Israel as the 
ru ler o f Egypt? W hy d id n 't he stay in Egypt and free them  after he 
became ruler?

5. W hat do Moses' decisions fo r God suggest as far as principles 
that can help you in choosing your career and making o ther ma
jo r life  planning decisions?
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BALAAMI
SUPERFICIALLY
COMMITTED

"  'N o one can serve tw o mas
ters. Either he w ill hate the 

one and love the o ther, o r he 
w ill be devoted to  the one 

and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and 

M oney' "  (M atthew  6:24, 
NIV).

Lesson 7, February 12-18



Exchange at the
iy  C. Loring Gimbel Night Bazaar
3 Balaam, Balaam,
Honored messenger o f the 

great God,
How is it that you now  tarry at a 

night bazaar 
bargaining fo r a new god?

see you hurry ing across 
deserts

\n d  over mountains on fo rb id 
den trails,

C lutching your exchange under 
your cloak—

Your com m itm ent o f honor 
H owa scroll in the fire,
Your head fu ll o f flattery,
Tour pockets fu ll o f silver.
I hear your consecrated lips 
Pronounce God's name in 

vain.
Those eyes, accustomed to 

extraterrestrial visions 
Now blinded to  the angel in 

your path,
Your sensitive heart 
Now m urdering your fa ith fu l 

beast.

W icked obsession.
Your recreated w orld  o f greed 
Too fu ll fo r the God calling 

you back.
W hat shame—
The words o f a donkey reprov

ing your madness.
You bow  m om entarily 
Presumptuously begging God 

fo r His banner 
To hold as you scheme to  em- 
( brace a co rrup t king 
In a land o f carved stones in 

ido l groves.

Stop, Balaam, stop!
See the prosperous encamp

ment
G row ing on the plain below. 
Smell the sweet incense 

th rough sanctuary curtains 
Hear the echoes from  the 

bleating lambs.
Look in to  that cloud above 
And see a man's face weeping 

fo r someone He loves.

Three times seven altars and 
black smoke rising 

From the heights o f Baal. 
Another vision, then God calls 

you again 
Through your own lips.
Yes, how  shall you curse 
That which God has not 

cursed?

Enraged, you stuff your ears 
to  the blessed words,

You pull your purchase from 
beneath your cloak.

I see you running down the 
m ountain to  the plain 

H old ing high your sculptured 
god

Beckoning the children of 
God

To betray the ir Father at the 
n ight bazaar.

0  Balaam, Balaam,
1 see your body
Sliced upon a sculptured stone, 
O Balaam that died 
And Balaam that lives still 
W hy exchange your God 
For b lood upon a stone?

INTRO
DUCTION

C. Loring Gimbel recently received an M.A. in
English from Andrews University.

□  February 12
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Greed’s Reward
LOGOS By all rights, Balaam should occupy a p rom inent place in the 

record o f biblical history alongside Abraham, Moses, Elijah and al 
the other great prophets o f God. But he doesn't. Instead, he is 
found  among such tragic failures as Samson, Saul, and Judas— men 
w ho possessed vast potential fo r good, bu t squandered it. Balaam, 
as a messenger o f God, living apart from  Israel, had a tremendous 
impact on the pagans around him. U nfortunate ly, a preoccupation 
w ith  wealth and self-aggrandizement rendered all o f his advantages 
useless.

Balaam's demise began w ith  the arrival o f the embassy from  King 
Balak o f Moab requesting his assistance against the m ilita rily  inv inc i
ble Israelite invaders. The words o f Balak's message suggested the 
respect w ith  which Balaam's reputation was held th roughou t the 
civilized w orld— fo r Balaam's home in Mesopotamia was hundreds ol 
miles across the desert from  Moab. The message also reflected the 
desperation w ith which Balak viewed his situation. "A people has 
come out of Egypt; they cover the face of the land and have settled next 
to me. Now come and put a curse on these people, because they are too 
powerful for me. Perhaps then I will be able to defeat them and drive 
them out of the country. For I know that those you bless are blessed, and 
those you curse are cursed" (Num. 22:5, 6, NIV).

A fter receiving word that Balaam had consulted his God and sub
sequently declined, Balak redoubled his efforts. This tim e he struck 
at Balaam's Achilles' heel. "Do not let anything keep you from coming 
to me, because I will reward you handsomely and do whatever you say. 
Come and put a curse on these people for me" (Num. 22:16,17, NIV).

Up to  this po in t, Balaam had acted properly as a p rophet of God. 
But his innate greed had been stirred. Here was an opportun ity  to  
translate his fame in to  riches as w ell. So he kept his options open 
and to ld  the messengers, "Now stay here tonight as the otners did, and 
I will find out whate/se the Lord will tell me" (Num. 22:27, NIV, empha
sis supplied). If Balaam hadn't been b linded by the g litte r o f gold he 
w ou ld  have realized that he really cou ldn 't take the job  in good 
fa ith . God had already stated that Balaam could no t curse Israel— 
and that was the sole purpose that Balak wanted him for. The only 
purpose that Balaam's journey could possibly serve was to  satisfy his 
greed.

Able on ly to utter blessings on Israel (Num. 23), Balaam devised a 
more effective means o f underm in ing the nation's strength. He 
used the young women o f Moab to entice Israel in to  idolatry an<^ 
im m ora lity. Though it caused death and d isruption in the Israelite 
camp, Balaam's mission ultim ate ly fa iled, and he underw ent a sw ift 
transition from  a famed and honored man of God to  the ignom in
ious victim  o f an Israelite sword (Num. 31:8).

Balaam's tragic life speaks d irectly to  th is generation— fo r we also 
are highly susceptible to the same confusion o f p riorities. His career 
attests to  the unfailing tru th  o f Christ's w ords: "No one can serve two 
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be de-J 
voted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 
Money" (Matt. 6:24, NIV).

L. R. C.

□  February 13
Monday
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A Single
by Dorrett Mason Cherished Sin

Ellen W hite  says that Balaam was once a good man, bu t had given 
him self up to  covetousness .1 Apparently Balaam was dissatisfied w ith 
his life as Cod's servant. Secretly he yearned fo r w o rld  renown, 
wealth and prestige. However, his position as servant to  the Most 
High did not satisfy these desires.

O utw ard ly, Balaam professed allegiance to  God, but inwardly ac
cepted Balak's o ffe r. "H e  ventured to  dally w ith  tem ptation, and 

'  urged the messengers to  tarry w ith  him  that n ight, declaring that he 
could give no decided answer til l he had asked counsel o f the 
Lord ."2 As a prophet, Balaam already knew Cod's plan fo r the 
Israelites. It was his duty to  proclaim  God's design, and to dismiss 
Balak's ambassadors the m om ent they approached h im .3

Even upon Balak's second attem pt to  secure his services, Balaam 
feigned "conscientiousness and in tegrity, assuring them  that no 

i am ount of gold and silver could induce him to  go contrary to the 
w ill o f C o d ."4 The Lord, o f course knew Balaam's heart and allowed 
him to  fo llo w  his own w ill (Num. 22:20). "H e  did not seek to  do the 
w ill o f Cod, but chose his own course, and then endeavored to  se
cure the sanction o f the Lord ." 5

In defiance o f God's command to accompany the M oabites only if 
they called fo r h im , Balaam set o ff on his journey to  meet Balak. Had 
it not been fo r the donkey, he w ou ld  have been killed , fo r he was so 

^de term ined  to  go on that he failed to  see the angel b locking his 
path. W hen the angel confronted Balaam, he was quick to  acknow l
edge his sin and to  o ffe r confession. "Terrified  by the angel stand
ing in his pathway w ith  drawn sword, he acknowledged his guilt, 
lest he should lose his life . There was no genuine repentance fo r 
sin, no con trition , no conversion o f purpose, no abhorrence o f evil, 
and no w orth  or v irtue in his confession ."6

"The fate o f Balaam was sim ilar to  that of Judas and the ir charac
ters bear a marked resemblance to  each other. Both these men tried 
to  unite the service o f God and mammon, and met w ith  signal fa il
ure. . . . Balaam hoped to  make the service of Jehovah the stepping- 
stone to  the acquirem ent o f riches and w orld ly  honor. . . . Judas ex
pected by his connection w ith  Christ to  secure wealth and prom o
tion  in that w o rld ly  kingdom  w hich, as he believed, the Messiah 
w ou ld  set up. . . . Both Balaam and Judas had received great light 
and enjoyed special privileges; bu t a single cherished sin poisoned 
the entire character, and caused the ir destruction.

■f " I t  is a perilous th ing  to  a llow  an unchristian tra it to  live in the 
heart. One cherished sin w ill, little  by little , debase the character, 
bring all its nob ler powers in to subjection to  evil desire. The re
moval o f one safeguard from  the conscience, the indulgence o f one 
evil habit, one neglect o f the high claims o f duty, breaks down the 
defenses o f the soul, and opens the way fo r Satan to  come in and 
lead us astray. The on ly safe course is to  let ou r prayers go fo rth  
daily from  a sincere heart, as did David, 'H o ld  up my goings in Thy 

J paths, that my footsteps slip not' "  (Ps. 17:5).7

Dorrett Mason is a graduate student at Andrews
University.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
Psalm 139:23, 24

“Balaam hoped 
to make 
the service 
of Jehovah 
the stepping- 
stone to 
riches and 
worldly 
honor.”

1. Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 439.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid., p. 440.
5. Ibid.
6. Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 
637.
7. Patriarchs and Proph
ets, p. 452.
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Today’s Balaams
EVIDENCE

Key text : 
Revelation 

2:14-17

“Modern 
American 

religion 
doesn’t care 
about doing 

anything 
for God. 
It wants 

only to 
use him.”

1. Robert H. Mounce, 
Revelation, New Inter

national Commentary on 
the New Testament, 

vol. 18 (Grand Rapids: 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub
lishing Co., 1977), p. 98. 

2. Richard Quebedeaux, 
By What Authority, (New 

York: Harper & Row, 
Publishers, 1982), pp.

146,147. 
3. Ibid., pp. 151,152. 

4. Ibid., p. 155.

□  February 15
W ednesday
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The seduction o f the Israelites at Peor was such a devastating 
event that later Bible w riters found it a convenient and pow erfu l 
symbol fo r spiritual deterioration in general. The d iv ine message 
given through the Revelator fo r the church at Pergamum included 
this reprim and: "You have people there w ho hold to the teaching of 
Balaam, w ho taught Balak to  entice the Israelites to sin by eating the 
food sacrificed to idols and by com m itting  sexual im m ora lity " (Rev. 
2:14, NIV).

According to  Robert M ounce, it is like ly that th is passage refers to  
literal food sacrifices and sexual acts in connection w ith  a form  of 
ido latry which was being accomodated in some early Christian c ir
cles. But M ounce also observes that "Balaam became a pro to type o f 
all co rrup t teachers w ho betrayed believers in to  fatal com prom ise 
w ith  w orld ly  ideologies ." 1 So, even though no Christian leader today 
openly promotes ido la try o r prom iscuity, the mem ory o f Peor re
mains a relevant w arning against com prom ise w ith  values alien to 
the gospel.

Sociologist Richard Quebedeaux argues that such com prom ise is 
at the heart o f popular American relig ion today, sapping the true 
spiritual vita lity o f the church. He cites find ings by po llster George 
Gallup w hich suggest that though "re lig ion  appears to  be increasing 
its in fluence on society . . . m orality— a concom itant o f re lig ion— is 
losing its influence. We may be outw ardly religious, Gallup de
clares, bu t the secular w o rld  w ou ld  seem to  o ffe r abundant evi
dence that religion is not greatly affecting our lives." 2

W hat accounts fo r this superfic ia lity in the apparently vital move
ments in modern American Christianity? Quebedeaux blames the TV 
evangelists and celebrities, the "sta rs" o f popular re lig ion fo r repre
senting Christianity as a means to success, wealth, pow er, and in 
stant happiness, thus prom oting  a self-centeredness in im ical to  the 
gospel.

" .  . . [P ]opular relig ion 's de facto self-centeredness . . . maxi
mizes self-awareness and self-developm ent and m inim izes self- 
sacrifice fo r others. . . . M odern American re lig ion, very simply, 
doesn 't care about do ing anything fo r Cod. It wants on ly to  use him . 
Even the popular exclamation "Praise the L o rd !"  is little  more than a 
thank-you note to  Cod fo r having been useful in help ing 'm e ' ac
qu ire  the things 'I ' wanted. . . .

" .  . . Thus there are no prophets on TV— only profits. . . . W hen 
taking precedes giving as a norm , people in relationship w ith  o the r* 
people literally become com m odities, created and socialized to be 
bought and sold ." 3

The solution to  this Balaam-like com prom ise w ith  the w orld 's  con
cepts o f power and happiness, says Quebedeaux, is "deep  con tinu 
ing relationships marked by give and take from  the center o f our 
very being itself, from  the heart.''4 The e lectronic church sim ply can
not nurture  such relationships.

Balaam's legacy warns us against self-serving and m anipulation 1 
under the guise o f Christianity. The one w ho "d id  not come to  be 
served, bu t to  serve, and to  give his life "  (Mark 10:45, NIV) calls us 
to  fo llo w  his way. D. F. M.



Pooling
by Paula W esner Your Resources

In the study o f ancient Creek m ythology the story o f Narcissus is a 
fr igh ten ing ly  in teresting one. Narcissus was an extremely macho, 
good-looking  hunk w ho was caught up in the splendor o f his own 
physique. He spent hour after hour gazing at h im self in the reflec
tive waters o f a pool. U nfortunate ly, because this was his sole occu
pation, Narcissus starved to  death.

Balaam, too , beheld him self in a pool— o f in iqu ity . Those things 
reflected in his eyes were the acquisition o f pow er, material posses
sions, pride, covetousness and greed. "The sin o f covetousness, 
which God declares to  be idolatry, had made him a time-server, and 
th rough this one fau lt, Satan gained entire contro l o f him . It was this 
that caused his ru in ." 1

Balaam spent more tim e gazing at his own desires than he spent 
looking  toward the One w ho does not w itho ld  any good th ing 
(Psalm 84:11). Had Christ been reflected in his "p o o l"  he w ou ld  not 
have destroyed himself. How do we avoid the same fate?

A practical means o f accom plishing this is by reviewing the self- 
destructing sins o f Balaam and incorporating the positive opposites 
(antonyms) o f those sins in to  our own lives.

1. Covetousness and Greed. Antonym: Generosity. Christ taught that, 
"H e  w ho has tw o coats, let him  share w ith  him w ho has none; and 
he w ho has food, let him do likew ise" (Luke 3:11, RSV). All that we 
have has been given to us by our Creator. There is no greater satis
faction than to  share these gifts, spiritual and material, w ith  others 
in need.

2. Pride. Antonyms: Hum ility and Submission. The greatest lesson in 
hum ility  was in the life  o f Christ. He w ho was King forsook honor, 
g lory, and the power o f the universe to  come down to our level and 
live among us. He underw ent the ultim ate in hum bling experiences 
"because he poured o u t his soul to  death and was numbered w ith 
the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made interces
sion fo r the transgressors" (Isa. 53:12, RSV). A pro found example 
fo r us to  fo llo w  when we perceive m istreatment by others.

3. Selfishness. Antonym: Self-denial. " I f  any man w ould  come after 
me, let him deny him self and take up his cross and fo llow  me. For 
w hoever w ou ld  save his life  w ill lose it, and whoever loses his life 
fo r my sake w ill find  i t "  (M att. 16:24, 25, RSV). The reward Balaam, 
Narcissus, and Judas gained fo r the ir selfishness? An early death. 
H ow  blessed we are to  have the prom ise o f rich, abundant, eternal 
life  as we m irro r the image of Christ in the "p o o ls " o f ou r own lives, 
gazing at the cross rather than, as Narcissus d id, at self.

Paula Wesner is a graduate student in English at
Andrews University.

HOW TO
Key text:
2 Corinthians 
3:18

1. Patriarchs and  
Prophets, p. 440.
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The Unaccepted Gift by Janice Watson

OPINION
Key texts: 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
1 Samuel 16:7

“He thought 
God would 
accept his 

good behavior 
in place 

of his 
total being.”

□  February 17
Friday
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I feel sorry fo r Balaam. He died such an ignom in ious death. And 
even now, centuries later, we rem ember him as a false prophet, an 
example o f greed and avarice. It seems unfair. He was never really a 
rebel. For most of his life, he served God obediently, a like ly candi
date fo r im m orta lization in Hebrews 11 among the people o f faith. 
W hat w ent wrong?

Looking at Balaam's actions we see little  to condem n. He believed 
in God and God had w orked through him. He had learned to go to 
God fo r advice and leadership. Balak sent fo r him  because o f his 
reputation as a w orker of miracles or wonders.

W hen Balak's messengers arrived, Balaam did what any man of 
fa ith w ou ld  do—turn  to  God fo r counsel. W hen God to ld  him not 
to go, he stayed. W hen God to ld  him  to leave, he m ounted his don
key and headed fo r Moab. Now there is that strange incident w ith  
the donkey; but how was Balaam to  know the invisib le angel was 
there? I adm it he should have been kinder to  the donkey, bu t is 
beating a donkey a sin? As soon as Balaam saw the angel, he con
fessed his mistake and offered to go back. But God refused his o ffe r 
and to ld  him to  continue.

In Moab, despite the king's anger and tantalizing offers o f riches, 
Balaam continued to obey God. He blessed the children o f Israel 
and cursed the Moabites. He even predicted the com ing o f the 
Messiah. His fa ith seemed perfect. True, he was am bitious and cov
etous, but so were David and Samson. Yet they are known fo r the ir 
faith and he isn't.

W here did Balaam go wrong? In encouraging Balak to  seduce the 
children o f Israel in to  idolatry? But what led him to do it? How could 
a man of faith w ho at every step asked God's counsel tu rn  so com 
pletely against God's people?

Balaam made his mistake early in the story, long before the Balak 
episode. He failed to  realize a tru th  as old as the story o f Cain: God 
only accepts gifts given from  the heart. Balaam gave his obedience, 
his oratorical abilities, even his donkey; but he gave them  grudg
ingly. He w ithhe ld  his heart. His desires and wishes were not con
tro lled  by his fa ith. He thought God w ould  accept his good behavior 
in place of his total being. So he tried  to  serve Balak w ith o u t o u t
wardly disobeying God.

In the end God gave Balaam his heart's desire. He let him  do what 
he really wanted to do, and Balaam's life ended a tragedy. Poor Ba
laam— a good man outside fo r all the w rong reasons inside. If he 
had had his own example maybe things w ou ld  have been d iffe ren t. 
Maybe he w ould  have stopped w orry ing  about the perfection o f the 
g ift— how com plete his obedience and how strong his fa ith— and 
w orried instead about the giver. He w ou ld  have given freely and 
God w ould  have accepted the g ift o f his life. Maybe he w ou ld  even 
have made it to Hebrews 11.

Janice Watson is a graduate student in English at
Andrews University.



1 . W hy do you th ink  the  Lord gave Balaam “ perm ission" to  pursue a REACT 
course that u ltim ate ly was not fo r the best? W hy do you th ink  Lesson 7 
God allowed Balaam to  pronounce only blessing when the 
prophet in tended to  curse? Was this in terfering w ith  human free 
will?

2. Do you th ink  the O p in ion  author is correct in seeing Balaam as 
largely fa ith fu l and obedient but fo r the w rong reasons? Has she 
correctly identified  the root cause of his failure? Explain.

3. Do you see sim ilarities in the lives o f Balaam and Judas? List sev
eral. W ere the ir motives admirable? W hat was the "s ing le  cher
ished s in " that ru ined both o f them (Testimony)?

4. Balaam d id n 't seem to th ink  he could gain w orld ly  fame and 
riches by do ing things God's way, so he made some adjustments. 
Was he correct in that a true Christian life-style often fails to  bring 
evident success? W hat about God's promises of material bless
ings fo r those w ho serve him— such as Isa. 58:14?

5. The Evidence article implies that TV preachers and born-again ce
lebrities w ho stress C hristianity was a way to happiness, wealth 
and success are modern Balaams. Is this too  harsh a judgment? 
Do you th ink  there are other ways the sp irit o f Balaam manifests 
itself in the church today? If so, what can be done about it?

6. How can we help the Balaams in our church (possibly including 
ourselves)?

7. W hat does the way God dealt w ith  Balaam teach you about God?
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JONAH-
RELUCTANTLY 
COMMITTED

"  'I knew that you are a gracious God, slow to an
ger and abounding in love, a God w ho re

lents from  sending calamity' "  
(Jonah 4:2, NIV).

Lesson 8, February 19-25



by Andrew Woolley

Jonah 
and Jehovah

It Is hard to  th ink  o f Jonah 
as com m itted. A num ber o f 
o ther adjectives come to 
m ind—tim id , petty, hostile, 
petulant— but com m itted, 
dedicated, o r fearless are not 
words readily suggested fo r 

‘ the p rophet o f N ineveh. Some 
biblical scholars th ink  the 
book o f Jonah is an example o f 
b ib lical satire, and one can 
easily understand Jonah as an 
ob ject o f tem pered scorn.

If Jonah is a satire, and satire 
, has a norm  o r standard 

against which its characters are 
tried , the norm in th is book 
w ou ld  have to  be God's con
cern and unfa iling mercy to 
ward the sinner, both the 
hardened sinner and the sulk
ing variety. Jonah's fo ib le ,

- when measured against this 
standard, w ou ld  be his self- 
centeredness, his almost lud i
crous caring fo r a shriveling 
piece o f vegetation when the 
etern ity o f an entire nation was 
at stake. Another weakness of 
Jonah's w ou ld  be his consis
tency, his constant attem pt to 
escape and his pouting when 
his w ord is believed. This odd 
consistency is measured against 
a tra it not often associated 
w ith  Jehovah— inconsistency, a 
changeableness, the w illin g 
ness to  adapt to  the whim s and 
petty shifts in the course of

man's life.
The story's author employs 

literary devices to reinforce the 
self-centeredness o f Jonah.
All through the book, Jonah is 
contained, is cut o ff in some 
way from  humanity. He is 
asleep in the hold o f the ship 
w h ile  all others are figh ting  fo r 
the ir lives against the storm.
He is contained in the great 
fish, cut o ff from  all bu t God 
through prayers. Finally, he is 
contained under the vine, shel
tered from  the m ultitudes 
whom  his message is trans
form ing. Jehovah presents 
him self dramatically to  Jonah, 
g iving him the invitation to  
com m it h imself to  the w ork  o f 
God, pu lling  him from  his 
self-containm ent. It is Jehovah 
w ho sends the storm to  bring 
Jonah up to the deck. It is Jeho
vah w ho causes the great fish 
to vom it up Jonah. It is Jehovah 
w ho makes the vine to die, 
forc ing Jonah to look around 
and see the miracle w hich he 
has w rought as God's instru
ment.

Jonah presents the character 
o f a d iffe ren t type o f com m it
ted person, the person w ho has 
to be helped along in his com 
m itm ent. It is the ta lent o f a Jo
nah that God wants as much 
as he wants the confession o f 
the entire c ity o f N ineveh.

i

Andrew Woolley is Associate Professor in the De
partment of English at Southwestern Adventist
College.
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The Petty Prophet
LOGOS Sometimes success as an evangelist seems to go hand in hand 

w ith  an inflated ego. Jonah, the most successful evangelist in the 
O ld  Testament record, is a prim e example. His preaching converted 
an entire city, but rather than rejoicing in the conversions he was 
furious because he thought his reputation had been damaged. This 
sort o f egoism, along w ith  a strong dose o f narrow-m indedness, 
greatly hampered Jonah's com m itm ent to  God. But God's way of 
dealing w ith  th is petty p rophet reveals God's compassion and the 
expansiveness o f his purposes.

The Jonah o f the book bearing his name can probably be identified  
w ith  the prophet Jonah m entioned in 2 Kings 14:25, w ho lived in the 
eigth century B.C. The story is fam iliar. Jonah runs from  God's request 
to  preach a message o f judgm ent to the Assyrian capital o f N ineveh. 
On board a ship headed the opposite d irection , Jonah is th row n (w ill
ingly) overboard in an e ffo rt to  placate a v io len t storm sent by God. He 
is swallowed by a great fish and remains inside it fo r three days and 
three nights. A fter being vom ited ou t on dry land, Jonah obeys God's 
repeated commission and preaches a message o f destruction to  
N ineveh. The people repent and God spares the city but Jonah be
comes angry because it makes him look like a false prophet.

Several points emerge out o f this remarkable, paradoxical story. 
First we see Jonah's narrow-m indedness. His reason fo r flee ing from  
God's call was not so much fear, as it was simply that he cou ld  not 
bring him self to  share the tru th  about God w ith  that center o f vile 
heathenism, called by the prophet Nahum “the city of blood" (Nah. 
3:1). After God spared Nineveh, Jonah said, “  'O  Lord is this not what 
I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to 
Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious God, slow to anger and abound
ing in love, a God who relents from sending calamity' " (Jonah 4:2, NIV).

Jonah had his theory correct— he obviously knew all the right 
things about God. But he was so locked in to  preconceived notions 
about how God operates, that he in itia lly  refused to be an agent o f 
redem ption fo r despised, oppressing Gentiles. As Jonah needed to 
break out o f his narrow mold and realize that God's love was fo r ev
eryone, so we must recognize that the expansive purposes o f God 
sometimes call us to  broaden our outlook.

To deal w ith  Jonah's in fu ria tion  at having been proved a false pre
d ic tor, God provided an object lesson to  draw him ou t o f his all- 
consum ing self-interest. A vine grew up rapidly to shade Jonah's 
shelter outside the city. Jonah was quite pleased w ith the vine, and \ 
was thus exceedingly annoyed when God sent a w orm  to  destroy it 
and the shade it provided (4:4-8).

God's response was, "  'You have been concerned about this vine, 
though you did not tend it or make it grow. . . .  But Nineveh has more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people. . . .  Should I not be con
cerned about that great city?' "  (Jonah 4:10,11, NIV). The vine meant a 
lo t to  Jonah. He was passionately concerned about it. H ow  incom 
parably greater was God's intense concern fo r each individual in ' 
N ineveh, aliens to  the covenant though they be. Such in fin ite  con
cern and compassion beckons us to  a com m itm ent— that o f sharing 
the concern and show ing the compassion. D. F. M.

□  February 20
Monday
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Selected by Melinda Mabaquiao

In Our 
Best Interest

The Sign o f  Jonah TESTIMONY
As the prophet though t o f the d ifficu lties and seeming im possibil- Key te x t : 

ities o f his com m ission, he was tem pted to question the w isdom  o f j ona j1 2-9 
the call. From a human v iew po in t it seemed as if no th ing could be 
gained by procla im ing such a message in that proud city. He fo rgot 
fo r the m om ent that the God w hom  he served was all-wise and all- 
pow erfu l. . . .

In the charge given him , Jonah had been entrusted w ith  a heavy 
responsib ility ; yet he w ho had bidden him go was able to sustain 
His servant and grant him  success. Had the prophet obeyed unques- 
tion ing ly , he w ou ld  have been spared many b itte r experiences, and 
w ou ld  have been blessed abundantly. Yet in the hour o f Jonah's de
spair the Lord d id not desert him . Through a series of trials and 
strange providences, the prophet's confidence in God and His in fi
nite power to save was revived .1

As the preaching o f Jonah was a sign to  the N inevites, so Christ's 
preaching was a sign to  His generation. But what a contrast in the “ In the hour 
reception o f the w ord ! Yet in the face of indifference and scorn the of Jonah’s 
Saviour labored on and on, until He had accomplished His mission, despair 

This lesson is fo r God's messengers today, when the cities of the the Lord 
nations are as verily  in need o f a knowledge o f the attributes and did not 
purposes o f the true God as were the Ninevites o f o ld .2 desert him.”

The Purpose o f His Plan
God does not require us to give up anything that is fo r our best 

interest to retain. In all that He does, He has the w ell-being o f His 
ch ildren in view. W ould  that all w ho have not chosen Christ might 
realize that He has som ething vastly better to  o ffe r them than they 
are seeking fo r themselves. Man is doing the greatest in jury and in
justice to  his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the w ill 
o f God. No real joy can be found in the path fo rb idden by Him who 
knows what is best and w ho plans fo r the good o f His creatures. The 
path o f transgression is the path o f misery and destruction .3

It is His purpose to  im part peace and rest to  all w ho come to Him 
fo r the bread o f life. He requires us to perform  on ly those duties 
that w ill lead our steps to  heights of bliss to  which the disobedient 
can never attain. The true  joyous life o f the soul is to have Christ 
form ed w ith in , the hope o f g lo ry .4

1. Prophets and Kings,
p. 266.
2. Ibid., p. 274.
3. Steps to Christ, p. 46.
4. Ibid., p. 47.

Melinda Mabaquiao is a junior English major at □  February 21
Southwestern Adventist College. Tuesday
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EVIDENCE
Key text: 
Matthew  
28:19, 20

“Going to 
Nineveh today 

means to 
allow our 

life’s risks 
to be 

completely 
directed by 

the enormous 
peril and 

wickedness 
which engulfs 

the world.”

1. Hans Walter Wolff, 
“ Jonah—The Reluc
tant Messenger in a 
Threatened W orld," 

Currents in Theology 
and Mission, 3, (1976) in 

three parts: “ The Mes
senger Who Refused,”  
pp. 8-19; “ The Messen
ger Who Obeyed,”  pp. 

86-97; "The Messenger 
Who G rum bled,”  pp. 141- 

ISO. See also his 
“ Jonah—A Drama in Five 

Parts,”  pp. 4-7. 
2. “ The Messenger Who 

Refused,”  p. 10. 
3. Ibid.

□  February 22
Wednesday
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Jonah’s
Nineveh and Ours by Douglas R. Clark

The book o f Jonah provides us w ith  an em otional collage of con
trasting hues in the character o f an ancient prophet. A b rillian tly  ar
tistic creation, the portra it in itia lly  pictures a man te rrified  in the 
face of his Nineveh— and not w ithou t reason. N ineveh, " th a t great 
c ity ,"  presented an insurm ountable challenge, a most form idable  
task from  which Jonah turned after calculating its dimensions. But 
the book speaks to us today, as w ell, fo rc ing  us, having looked up 
the street in its d irec tion , to  con fron t our own Nineveh.

In a series o f stim ulating hom ilies on Jonah, Hans W alter W o lff,1 
an em inent professor o f O ld  Testament at the University o f H eidel
berg, Germany, suggests ways in which the modern church can dis
cover its own Nineveh. According to W o lff, ou r task is no less fo rm i
dable than Jonah's, ou r Nineveh no smaller. "The Christian him self 
surely fails to recognize Jesus' cause if he merely connects it w ith  
petty private and individual concerns and d ifficu lties. Nineveh is 
that place which is pregnant w ith  meaning fo r the w o rld ." 2

This cause does not on ly entail "evangelism "— the spiritual saving 
o f souls from  damnation. It is not simply the religious d im ension of 
ind iv idua l's lives that demands our attention and evokes proclama
tion . Jonah was called to  do more; Nineveh means more. "Jonah 
confronts Nineveh as we confron t the pow er and problem  centers 
o f the contem porary w orld . Going to  Nineveh today means fo r us to 
a llow  our life's risks and to il to  be com plete ly directed and deter
mined by the enorm ous peril and wickedness w hich engulfs the 
w orld . The punch o f the Bible becomes purely private and p idd ly 
when we do not a llow  our eyes to  see what is happening in M oscow 
and W ashington, in Asia and Africa, when we become b lind to  what 
w orldw ide  misery results when man says, 'N o ! ' to  the sick and the 
e lderly, when man says, 'N o ! ' to  the task o f educating people here 
and in the th ird  w orld , when man poisons his environm ent through 
unbrid led industria lization, through the mismanaged management 
o f creation, when we close our eyes to  the dem onic dangers inher
ent in the developm ent o f the psychopharmacological m anipulation 
o f man, to  the w orld -w ide  spread o f terrorism  and the correspond
ing im potence o f governm ents, and last, but by no means least, 
when we realize the grave shortage of genuine pastoral concern, 
the lack o f a tru ly  w orld -w ide  pastoral care.

"B u t Jonah isn 't to  cover the entire w orld . 'G o to  N ineveh!' Go to 
that one place to  whose immense and central suffering your eyes 
have been opened by G od ."3

The task is overw helm ing; the most attractive route does lead 
away from  Nineveh— Jonah's and ours. Security, the status quo, 
com fort, an undefiled atmosphere, peaceful surroundings— these 
all reside outside Nineveh's city lim its. Jonah was right. He counted 
the cost and the risk was too great. And, were it not fo r God and his 
fish, Jonah w ould  have lived happily ever after. But . . . there was 
N ineveh. There is Nineveh.

Douglas R. Clark is Assistant Professor of Religion
at Southwestern Adventist College.



by Barbara and Floyd Jones

Lessons 
From Jonah

How exciting and encouraging it is to  have our memories re
freshed about the God we serve from  this study o f Jonah. At least 
three lessons emerge w hich are applicable to everyday life.

1. The great God of the universe uses ordinary individuals to carry his 
message. The story o f Jonah depicts an ord inary man w ith  whom we

' can identify. We can understand his fears, his desires fo r self
esteem and his doubts. We are le ft w ith  no illusions about him, no 
fancifu l dreams or pro jections that make him quasi-divine. It is a 
source of encouragem ent and strength to  know that if God used Jo
nah, he can use me!

God does not ask us to  do what we cannot do. He does not call us 
to  exceed our level o f competence. W hat he bids, he provides grace

. to  accomplish. To be called o f God should result in an urgency to 
fu lfill one's task.

2. God does not hold grudges, but gives the disobedient a second 
chance. Jonah learned that one's disobedience is not enough to 
make God tu rn  his back. Despite our disobedience, God loves us 
and does not hold grudges because o f ou r waywardness. We see 
this repeatedly in the scriptures w ith  Abraham, Simon Peter, David, 
and Jacob, to  m ention a few. In all instances God provided a second

* chance. Certainly, in our lives we can see God's compassion and 
forgiveness. By faith we can seek God fo r a second chance. The 
words o f a favorite  hymn indicates God's response:

A second look He gave w hich said:
'I freely all forg ive:
This b lood is fo r thy ransom paid;
I died thou mayest live.'

God is Lord o f the Second Chance. Thus, "The w ord o f the Lord 
came to  Jonah the second tim e " (Jonah 3:1).

, 3. Finally, this loving compassionate God makes provision for the dis
obedient one to have temporary comfort as he finds his way back to his 
Creator. Here we see a patient God leading a despondent, angry, o r
dinary creature to an understanding of his ways, and back to him. 
God had accomplished much through Jonah. Hence, Jonah's experi
mental know ledge was great. Jonah was the man fo r the times. Yet, 
because Nineveh was not destroyed, Jonah was angry. His prophecy 
had not been fu lfille d . To illustrate to  Jonah his continued love fo r

A him , God provided tem porary com fort as Jonah sat on a h ill outside 
o f Ninevah. The tem porary com fort was to  help Jonah through the 
situation; it was to  be a learning too l.

The tem porary com fort was to  give Jonah assurance o f his perma
nent com forter, Jesus Christ. This gourd was to let Jonah and Chris
tians today know  tha t we are to trust Christ.

Trust is to  be manifest even when we believe he hides his face 
from  us. Thank God fo r the tem porary gourds o f life, but thanks

* even more fo r the worm s that come to destroy them . They bring us 
to the place where we see our nakedness and flee to  him , ou r per
manent assurance and com forter.

Barbara Jones is Assoc. Professor of Chemistry 
at SAC. Floyd Jones is Patient Business Office Di
rector at Huguley Hospital, Fort Worth, Tex.

HOWTO
Key text: 
Jonah 3:2, 4; 

4:4-8

□  February 23
Thursday
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The Jonah Trap by Earl Allen

OPINION
Key text: 

Matthew 6:34

□  February 24
Friday
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I want to know what the fu tu re  holds fo r me.
I need certainty, stability.
If I can be sure that Armageddon w ill occur in Iran, o r that the  So

viet U nion is the King o f the N orth, then all the other irrita ting  little  
mysteries that plague my complicated life m ight fall in to  perspec
tive. Having inside in form ation as to what w ill happen in the fu tu re  
m ight help me make some sense o f what otherw ise seems just "one  
dum b th ing  after ano ther."

W hen this subtle wish to  get ahead o f tim e (and perhaps God) 
siezes me, I fall in to  the Jonah trap. The Jonah trap is the trap Jesus 
warned against when he admonished his disciples: " .  . . do not be 
anxious about tom orrow ; tom orrow  w ill look after itse lf" (M att. 
6:34, NEB). Falling in to  this trap is easy. All I have to do is find  some 
scripture that backs up a particular wish o f my own. Do I hope I can 
make a k illing  on the gold market? W ell, I find  a Bible text that pre
dicts econom ic troub le  that w ill skyrocket the price of my gold. Do I 
hope to  be left alone in my individual righteousness by fa ith (or 
maybe works)? Then I find  some advice from  Ellen W hite  tha t tells 
me I should move out to  the country, thus avoiding the sinfulness o f 
the awful city.

And right there perhaps Jonah and I have som ething in com m on. 
N ineveh o f o ld and today's may be m illenia apart in tim e, but they 
are sp iritua lly the same city. It's easy to  sympathize w ith  Jonah's re
luctance to  go to Nineveh when I consider what a d ifficu lt place it 
must have been— noisy tra ffic  in crowded streets; haughtily im 
moral people; even muggers attacking defenseless prophets in 
broad daylight. It's enough to  make even a courageous person 
"anxious about to m o rro w ." So I, along w ith  Jonah, take the easy 
way ou t by sailing fo r the ghetto in Tarshish.

But the easy way usually ends up being the hard way, and being 
"anxious about to m o rro w " usually turns my anxieties in to  realities. 
Thus, w ith  Jonah, I find  myself facing the very city I was try ing  to  get 
away from . And then we both fall in to  another variation o f the Jonah 
trap. In his anxiety about tom orrow , Jonah heard God pred icting 
that fire  and brim stone w ou ld  rain down on these grossly w icked 
N inevites, thus v indicating his own (albeit reluctant) righteousness.
I, meanwhile, try to  pred ict the end o f the w orld , po in ting  to the 
"signs o f the tim es" to vindicate my pretensions to know exactly- 
what God is going to  do.

W hat happens when I, w ith  Jonah, find  that my predictions d o n 't 
come to  pass? Do I no t (in my great disappointm ent) firs t get angry 
at God fo r having duped me, and then after calm ing dow n, take 
shelter under a "g o u rd "  o f hairsp litting explanations fo r what is now 
a "m is in te rp re ta tion  o f Scripture"? Sooner or later even that 
"g o u rd "  o f explanations w ithers, and the sun of reality beats down 
on my unprotected head. Can I still remain angry after I hear G od* 
saying, "S hould  I not be sorry fo r the great planet Earth, w ith  its fou r 
b illion  inhabitants w ho cannot te ll the ir right hand from  the ir left, 
and animals w ithou t num ber?" W hat an unexpectedly abrupt end
ing.

Earl Allen was a teacher of Computer Information 
Systems at Southwestern Adventist College at 
the time of this writing.



1 . W hy did Cod select Jonah— of all people—fo r the mission to REACT 
Nineveh? Was it partly fo r Jonah's benefit? According to  the Bi- Lesson 8 
ble, d id Jonah learn anything from  the experience?

2. God did dramatic th ings to  lif t Jonah beyond his pettiness and 
egotism. Does God w ork  w ith  talented but egotistical people to 
day? If so, what means does he use?

3. The Evidence article suggests that going to  Nineveh today means 
opposition to social and politica l evil as w ell as evangelism. Do 
you agree? W hat are the sim ilarities between Jonah's commission 
and ours? Are there differences? W hat are your Ninevehs?

4. W hy do you th ink  God allowed a vine to  grow and shade Jonah, 
only to  send a w orm  to  destroy it the next day? W hat is the lesson 
in this aspect o f the story?

* 5. Was Jonah's w orm  a blessing or a curse? Do we have comparable 
“ w orm s" in our lives? Are we cognizant o f the purpose o f such 
events?

The O p in ion  author im plies that Adventists have fallen in to  the 
"Jonah Trap" by stressing detailed predictions about the future. 
Do you agree? Can you th ink  o f specific examples? W hat does 
the story o f Jonah te ll us about how  we should relate to ou r ap
parent m isinterpretations o f prophecy?

7. W hat does the way God dealt w ith  Jonah teach you about God?
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SAUL-
A BREACH OF 
COMMITMENT
"  'To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat o f rams. For rebellion is 
like the sin o f d ivination , and arrogance like the evil o f idolatry' "  (1 Samuel 15 :22 ,23 , N IV ).

Lesson 9, February 26—March 3



by Harold Wright Breach of Faith
The true  crim e of Richard 

Nixon was sim ple: he destroyed  
th e  m yth that binds Am erica to 
gether, and fo r this he was driven 
from  power.

The myth he broke was criti
cal— that som ew here in A m eri
can life there is at least one man 
w h o stands for law, the Presi
dent. That faith surm ounts all 
daily cynicism, all evidence or 
suspicion of w rongdoing by 
lesser leaders, all corruptions, 
all vulgarities, all the ugly com 
promises o f daily striving and 
am bition . That faith holds that all 
m en are equal before the law 
and protected by it; and that no 
m atter how  the faith may be be
trayed elsew here, at one particu
lar point— the Presidency— jus
tice w ill be done beyond  
prejudice, beyond rancor, be
yond the possibility o f a fix. It 
was that faith that Richard 
Nixon broke, betraying those  
w ho voted fo r him even m ore  
than those w ho voted against 
h im .1
In the book Breach o f Faith, 

Theodore W hite  tells the 
tragic story o f a President, 
elected by the largest m ajority 
in history, being driven from  
office. There are many paral
lels between King Saul and 
Richard N ixon. They both had 
spectacular beginnings. N ixon 
could have become one o f 
the greatest presidents. Saul 
had physical, in te llectual, and 
spiritual qualifications to  be 
one o f the greatest kings o f Is
rael. Both com m itted a breach 
o f fa ith by setting themselves

above the source o f the ir 
power and authority. Both 
ended in disgrace.

Both Saul and N ixon con
fused the ir own egos w ith  the 
higher values which they set 
ou t to  serve. They knew  what 
was right and where they were 
going, so what did it matter if 
a few corners were cut? They 
wound up going in circles. 
Thinking they were fo llow ing  
tru th , they fo llow ed on ly the ir 
own egos. A fter isolating them 
selves from  external reality, it 
was easy to  believe whatever 
fic tion  necessary to  maintain 
the ir dream.

Everyday people are fasci
nated w ith  "h o w  the m ighty are 
fa llen ." That the great should 
display the same passions and 
frailties which we have is at 
once gratifying and frightening. 
It is gratifying because we can 
suspect only fate separates us 
from  the ranks o f the exalted. 
W hen those w ho have been 
put on a pedestal succumb to 
the same tem ptations which in
habit our mundane w orld , it 
makes them  seem more like us, 
o r better, we like them . But 
we are also frightened to  real
ize, " I f  they can't make it, 
w ho can?"

W hen we see a pastor, 
teacher, o r o ther "b rig h t ligh t" 
extinguished, we begin to 
w orry  about our own survival. 
This week we study the 
anatomy of such a fa ilure. This 
spiritual autopsy w ill give in
sights that can help us stay 
alive.

Hal Wright is an assistant professor of physics at
Southwestern Adventist College.

INTRO
DUCTION

1. Theodore H. White, 
Breach o f Faith, The Fall 
o f R ichard Nixon. (New 
York: Atheneum Publish
ers, 1975), p. 322.

□  February 26
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A Perfect Failure
LOGOS He was the perfect model o f what a king should be. His classic 

features and noble bearing possessed the signature of greatness. At 
least the people gathered at Mizpah that day though t so.

He was physically im posing, "an impressive young man without 
equal among the Israelites— a head taller than any of the others" (1 Sam. 
9:2, NIV). And his character had a m ultitude o f kingly qualities. He 
showed his courage and decisiveness almost im m ediately. W hen 
the Am m onites put siege to  Jabesh Gilead and threatened to gouge 
ou t an eye o f each o f the inhabitants as the price o f submission, Saul 
reacted qu ickly and bo ld ly (1 Sam. 11:5-11). Three hundred and 
th irty  thousand men flocked to  his standard, and after the siege was 
heroically lifted all Israel accorded him enthusiastic acclamation.

Here Saul displayed his ab ility  to  adapt to  both adulation and c rit i
cism. W hen he was firs t declared king, "some troublemakers said, 
'How can this fellow save us?' They despised him and brought him no 
gifts. But Saul kept silent" (1 Sam. 10:27, NIV). Now, after Saul had 
proved his mettle, "the people then said to Samuel, 'Who was it that 
asked, "Shall Saul reign over us?" Bring these men to us and we will put 
them to death.' But Saul said, 'No one shall be put to death today, for 
this day the Lord has rescued Israel' " (1 Sam. 11:12, 13, NIV). Such a 
forebearing and non-retaliatory sp irit is a rarity in absolute rulers.

But the most im portant tra it Saul possessed was a spiritual com 
m itm ent. Preparatory to  his accession, God convicted him . "As Saul 
turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul's heart. When they arrived at 
Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the Spirit of God came upon 
him in power . . (1 Sam. 10:9, 10, NIV).

Some fo rty  years later the king o f Israel stood upon M t. G ilboa 
v iew ing w ith  trep idation the advancing hordes o f Philistines de
ployed against his own meager forces. O n ly the n ight before, his 
desperation had driven him to consult a w itch regarding the o u t
come o f this day's battle. W hat he had been to ld  o f the im pending 
defeat devastated him. His heavy load o f gu ilt wore down upon him. 
He rem embered the many times when he had rejected the Lord's 
commands in order to do things his own way—Agag, the Amalek- 
ites, the sacrifice. . . . The list w ent on and on. Then there was his 
treacherous p lo tting  against his loyal w arrior, David. The memories 
all b lurred in to  a horrib le  nightmare. Saul knew he was doom ed—  ' 
he knew this day was his last (1 Sam. 28, 31).

Was this the Saul that had been the d ivine choice fo r Israel's firs t 
king? Could this be the same man w ho had held such in fin ite  p rom 
ise at his coronation? Tragically, the answer is yes.

Saul had undergone a complete transform ation. The career that 
began so brillian tly  ended in disaster. Why? Saul failed to  renew 
continua lly his com m itm ent to  God. He d id n 't take the tim e to  re- t 
main friends w ith God. He wanted God to  endorse his decisions 
rather than to im plem ent Cod's decisions. As a result, he placed 
him self on a d iffe ren t wavelength—where God's counsel cou ldn 't 
reach him. This com m unication gap inevitably led to  his dow nfall. It 
isn 't any d iffe ren t today.

□  February 27
Monday
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The Tragedy of Dependence
by Kent Millard Unlearned

A look at Saul's life  to  discern where he failed reveals one th ing 
very clearly: the need o f hum ble obedience to  the w ill o f Cod in all 
s ituations. If, in his you th , Saul had learned th is, his life w ould  not 
have ended in shame and failure.

“ The h istory o f Israel's firs t k ing presents a sad example o f the 
> power o f early w rong habits. In his youth Saul did not love and fear 

C od; and that im petuous sp irit, not early tra ined to submission, was 
ever ready to  rebel against d iv ine authority. Those who in the ir 
youth cherish a sacred regard fo r the w ill o f Cod, and w ho fa ith fu lly  
perform  the duties o f the ir position, w ill be prepared fo r higher ser
vice in afterlife . But men cannot fo r years pervert the powers that 
God has given them , and then, when they choose to  change, find 
these powers fresh and free fo r an entire ly opposite course ." 1

"H ad Saul fe lt his need o f to ta l dependence on God and walked in 
hum ility , he could have had the special blessing o f God and success 
as Israel's leader. Unlike Moses, w ho though he was a great and 
m ighty leader o f Israel 'was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face o f the earth ' (Num. 12:3); Saul had forgotten 
that 'be fore  honor is hum ility ' (Prov. 12:33) and had not a high and 
exalted sense o f the excellence and te rrib le  majesty o f G od ."* 

i "Saul's stubborness in persisting before Samuel that he had 
obeyed God [See 1 Sam. 15:10-23], was as in iqu ity  and idolatry. His 
love to  carry ou t his own w ill was more desirable to  him than to ob
tain the favor o f God, o r the approbation o f a clear conscience. And 
when his sin was opened clearly before him , and his w rong defi
n ite ly po in ted out, his pride o f op in ion , his excessive self-love, led 
him to  justify  him self in his w rong course, in defiance o f the reproof 
o f Samuel, and the w ord  o f the Lord by the mouth o f his prophet. 
Such obstinacy in a known transgression, separated him forever 
from  G od ." 3

"A ll the honour that a man could receive on the throne o f a king
dom , w ou ld  be a poor compensation fo r the loss o f the favor of 
God. . . . God has given to every man his w ork, just as tru ly  as he 
appointed to Saul the governm ent o f Israel, and the practical and 
im portan t lesson to  us is to  accomplish our appointed w ork in such 
a manner that we may meet our life records w ith  joy, and not w ith 
g rie f."4

Kent Millard is a theology major at Southwestern 
Adventist College.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
1 Samuel 15:17

“Men cannot 
for years 
pervert the 
powers that 
God has 
given them, 
and then find 
these powers 
fresh for 
an entirely 
opposite 
course.”

1. Patriarchs and 
Prophets, p. 622.
2. Sp irit o f Prophecy, 
vol. 1, p. 357.
3. Ibid., p. 366.
4. Seventh-day Adventist 
Bible Commentary, vol.
2, p. 1018.

Suggested Reading 
Patriarchs and Proph
ets, pp. 616-626.

□  February 28
Tuesday
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Self-Commitment by W. Rob Sheppard

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

1 Samuel 16:14

“The king 
trusted in 

himself and 
and a downward 

spiral began.”

□  February 29
Wednesday
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Saul, the man w ho in the beginning was " lit t le  in his own eyes" 
(1 Sam. 15:17), and upon whom  "th e  Spirit o f God cam e" (1 Sam, 
10:10), was eventually forsaken by God. "N o w  the Spirit o f the Lord 
departed from  Saul . . ."  (1 Sam. 16:14). Why? W hat are the choices 
he made w hich led to  such a tragedy?

Samuel ou tlined fo r the king the conditions fo r God's guidance. 
Both king and people were to fear (reverence) the Lord, listen to his 
voice, and serve him w ith  all all o f the ir hearts (1 Sam. 12:14,15, 20). 
But Israel's joy over having a visib le leader and Saul's weakness fo r 
self-sufficiency and pride set the stage fo r the king to  ignore God's 
conditions.

Saul's w rong choices became apparent after his firs t test by God. 
The king was to w ait fo r seven days at Gilgal fo r instructions from  
Samuel. W hile  Samuel delayed his arrival, the Philistines were 
amassing a large army. M eanwhile Israel's soldiers were defecting 
rapidly, and Saul's tw o previous successes led the im patient m on
arch to  disregard God's commands (1 Sam. 11:11-13; 13:3, 4). The 
king trusted in himself and a downward spiral began.

God did not forsake Israel's ru ler, however, and he was granted 
another opportun ity . A fter Samuel cautioned the king to  " lis ten  to 
the Lord ," God sent a second test. His instructions were to  exterm i
nate the b loodth irs ty  Amalekites. The king and his people again 
disregarded the Master's commands and spared the vicious king 
Agag and all o f the good things of the land (1 Sam. 15:9). Exposed by 
the man o f God, Saul sought forgiveness of the prophet, not of 
God. He feared the respected prophet's disapproval w ou ld  cause 
him the loss o f the people's respect, but he had no regard fo r God's 
feelings (1 Sam. 15:24-30).

Saul's choices are an indication o f his spiritual d isintegration 
w hich ultim ate ly led the Spirit o f God to leave him . He attribu ted  his 
firs t v ictory to  the Lord's m ight: "Today the Lord has accomplished 
deliverance in Israel" (1 Sam. 11:13). U nfortunate ly, we never read 
of such words proceeding from  his mouth again; instead, note 
these statements:

"Cursed be the man w ho eats any food until evening 
that I may be avenged o f my enem ies" (1 Sam. 14:24).

"Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a m on
um ent to  h im se lf" (1 Sam. 15:12).

"W e saved the best to  sacrifice to  the Lord your 
G od" (1 Sam. 15:15).

Saul established a devastating pattern in his life when he embraced 
the central princ ip le  o f sin, i.e., self-seeking. His own words and ac-J 
tions erected a barrier which even the om nipotent, m ercifu l God 
could not penetrate.

W. Rob Sheppard is Chairman of the Religion De
partment at Southwestern Adventist College.



by Benjie and Sharon Leach

Lessons From 
Saul’s Tragedy

The scene was set. Samuel had to ld  Saul that God no longer 
wanted him as king o f Israel, w ith  the om inous words, “ [He] has 
given it to  a ne ighbor o f yours, w ho is better than yo u " (1 Samuel 
15:28, RSV). Saul jum ped at every bum p in the night after that. He 
knew the Lord was no longer w ith  him and that his successor was 

'  already in the wings. He examined the men around him fo r the ir 
better tra its, and the envy and hate in his heart grew daily.

A fter several years o f th is obsession, he and David returned from  
a battle to  meet the Israeli dancing girls whose song said in effect, 
"Saul is okay, but David is fan tastic !" Granted, it was rude o f them 
to  sing that to  his face— even if it was true— but hearing the ir words, 
Saul realized that here beside him was that "b e tte r m an." 

j  Saul's story is no t so far-rem oved from  that o f many well-meaning 
Christians. They concentrate on o ther people 's traits that they 
covet, o ften to  the po in t o f obsession. If we can learn anything from  
Saul's tragedy, it m ight be:

1. Praise God for what he's given you. Saul had it all: looks, brains, 
courage, popularity, and best o f all, the blessing o f God on his m on
archy. But in reading the story o f his life , it becomes clear that the 
greatest defect in his character was his desire fo r praise and acclaim.

* God in itia lly  w ithd rew  his blessing from  Saul's kingship because, in
stead o f fo llow ing  God's command concerning a battle, Saul played 
to  the crow d. He did what was expedient, what was popular.

From the tim e he began to suspect that David w ould  succeed him 
on the th rone, his every action was dedicated to d iscrediting David 
in the eyes o f the people and to re-cultivating the acclaim o f the 
Israelites fo r himself. And then, just as now, it d id n 't w ork. You 
can't bu ild  yourself up by tearing someone else down.

If Saul had concentrated on praising God fo r the abilities he'd 
given him , he w o u ld n 't have lost the kingdom .

2. Praise God for what he's doing through others. Saul could not 
bring him self to  rejoice that through General David, some of Israel's 
enemies were being defeated, o r that the people loved someone 
w ho was so honorable. He could only concentrate on himself and 
the fact that someone was more popular than he. It litera lly drove 
him crazy. He threw  spears, he ranted and raved in the tem ple be
fo re  the priests, he even schemed to  sacrifice the fu tu re  happiness

-i o f tw o o f his daughters in a bizarre plan to  "g e t"  David.
3. Praise God for the future he's planning for you, and be patient 

enough to let him guide you into it. As typ ified  by his lack of patience 
in w aiting fo r Samuel before that infamous battle w ith the Philis
tines, Saul was always rushing ahead o f the Lord and try ing to w ork 
ou t his own destiny.

Solomon gave marvelous counsel which came too  late fo r Saul to  
read, bu t which is such a help to the rest o f us. He w rote , "Trust in 

1 the Lord w ith  all th ine heart, and lean not unto th ine own under
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge him , and he shall d irect thy 
paths" (Proverbs 3:5, 6).

Benjie Leach is director of Southwestern Advent
ist College’s Life and Career Planning Center.
Sharon Leach directs the college news service.

HOW TO
Key text: 
Psalm 37:5-7

□  March 1
Thursday
81



“My People, I Am
Y O U r  S e C U r i t y ” 1 byTereseThonus

OPINION
Key text: 

1 Peter 5:5-7

“Once having 
tasted the 
delights of 

authority, 
we may resort 

to compromises 
of any kind 
to maintain 

our position.’’

1. T itle of a worship 
guide published by So
journers Peace Minis

tries, Washington, D.C. 
2. Jacques Ellul, The 
Presence o f the King

dom, (New York: Seabury 
Press, 1967. Originally 
published by Editions 
Roulet, 1948, as Pres

ence auM onde  
Moderne), p. 12.

3. Ellul, p. 28.

□  March 2
Friday

82

It has been said that absolute power corrupts absolutely. In these 
fo u r words the entire  life  o f Israel's Saul can be summarized. Thrust 
to  the fore  of national governm ent by a wave o f popular support, he 
fe lt confident in his power— that is, un til Samuel announced that 
the kingdom  w ould go to another. And David's appearance on the 
scene only made things worse. Saul's response was predictable: 
m ount defenses, deny allegations, d iscredit and hunt down sup
posed enemies. The result? The adm iration o f his people turned to 
hatred and opposition, and his life ended in suicide.

The sp irit o f corrupting power is not dead, however. It is the cen
tral reality o f many o f the kingdoms o f the w orld  in ou r tim e. Take 
some modern-day expressions o f dom inance: the nuclear arms 
race, m ilitarism , oppression o f m inority  groups. Rather than partic i
pating in the biblical m otif o f power-as-love, the principalities sub
scribe to a philosophy o f power-as-force. And we Christians are in
evitably, inextricably involved. As the French theologian Jacques 
Ellul has so clearly stated: "The illusion o f a Christian life  attached to 
a convent or herm itage has vanished. . . .  A major fact o f our 
present c ivilization is that more and more sin becomes collective, 
and the individual is forced to participate in collective s in ."2

Yet corrup ting  power is not only an in fluence on a national scale. 
It has w orked its ugly way in to  our personal and group re lation
ships, and broken the bond o f sacrificing love between em ployer 
and employee, teacher and student, adm inistration and staff, the 
helper and the helped. Once having tasted the delights o f authority 
and adm iration, we may resort to  compromises o f any k ind and w ith  
anyone to  maintain our position. And once more, we are face to 
face w ith  Saul— w ho, after all, was a rather ord inary man.

In to  this chaos o f corporate and individual co rrup tion , God 
speaks from  his base o f loving power, assuring us tha t in him we 
may find  the security we need, and thrusting us ou t in to  the w orld  
that belongs to us, if by chance there is still tim e to  make a d iffe r
ence: "The w ill o f the w orld  is always a w ill to  death, a w ill to  sui
cide. We must not accept this suicide, and we must so act that it 
cannot take place."3

Terese Thonus is an instructor in the Department 
of Modern Languages at Southwestern Adventist 
College.



1 . Since Cod knew o f Saul's hidden deficiencies, why do you th ink  REACT 
he selected him to  be king? Lesson 9

2. In what contem porary situations are we tem pted to  act like Saul 
when he:
a) o ffered the pre-battle sacrifice him self rather than w aiting fo r 

Samuel.
b) did no t fo llow  God's command to  k ill the Amalekite king and 

all the animals.
c) became paranoid about David.
W hat scriptural princip les can you suggest to  help us act more 
wisely than Saul when faced w ith  sim ilar dilemmas?

3. In the In troduction , Harold W righ t cites Saul and Richard Nixon 
as leaders w ho failed because they violated the moral demands 
o f the ir o ffice. H ow should we relate to  leaders in ou r church and 
schools w ho in some way "breach fa ith "  w ith  the ir responsibil
ities? Should we
a) necessarily seek the ir removal if one major mistake has been 

made public.
b) refuse to  cooperate w ith  them  if they remain in office when 

we th ink  they shouldn 't.
c) be fo rg iv ing  and patient, le tting God take care o f the manage

ment o f his institu tions.

4. Note the behavior pattern w hich led to Saul's dow nfall discussed 
at the conclusion o f the Evidence article. Is it possible that an in
dividual today, chosen like Saul to  do an im portant w ork  fo r God 
could fall in to  the same pattern? How? How does one avoid this 
devastating pattern?

5. The O p in ion  article quotes Jacques Ellul in saying that sin is be
com ing more and more collective, "and the individual is forced 
to  participate in collective s in ." Do you agree? If so, give some 
examples.

6 . If collective sin prevails in our c iv iliza tion, is it possible to live by 
the princ ip le  o f "pow er-as-love" rather than "pow er-as-force" in 
every aspect o f ou r lives? Is every use o f power-as-force necessar
ily a breach of com m itm ent like Saul's? Does love sometimes in 
volve use o f force?

7. W hat does the way God dealt w ith  Saul teach you about God?
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J05IAH-
THE REFORMER
"The king stood by this p illa r and renewed the covenant in 
the  presence o f the Lord— to  fo llo w  the Lord and keep his com 
mands, regulations and decrees w ith  all his heart and all his 
soul, and to  obey the  words o f the covenant w ritten  in this 
b o o k " (2 Chronicles 34:31, NIV).



A Fifth-Grader, Pop,
by Douglas R. Stuva and Reformation

"Stay in line and keep 
q u ie t,"  she comm anded from  
the rear. "N o w  form  a circle 
and shut up! A lady b rought 
tw o  cases o f pop as a treat fo r 
yo u ,"  she continued. The 
words gatling-gunned from  
her lips. "So d o n 't mess around 
or you w o n 't get any. Stay 
qu ie t and I'll pass the bottles 
a round ."

" I  want g rape !"
" I  want s traw berry !"
" I  want grape to o !"  came 

hurried requests from  the 
fifth  graders.

"Y o u 'll get whatever I give 
you. Now shut up and be quiet. 
Stand still. No ta lk in g !"

We stood at th is forced atten
tion  w aiting fo r our bottles to 
make the ir way around the c ir
cle. There was no laughter or 
joy, on ly  frowns and fear.

For a class o f 20 fifth  grad
ers, she had turned the 
kindness o f a friend ly  neigh
bor in to  a scar we w ould  never 
forget.

Someone next to  me whis-

pered to  a friend which 
brought an immediate re
sponse from  her. "A ll right,
M r. Stuva, I to ld  you all to  shut 
u p ,"  she bellowed across the 
room . " I f  you can't keep quiet, 
you can just go upstairs and 
I'll take your pop right n o w !" 
she screamed. "You need to 
learn to  obey when you 're  to ld. 
Now stand straight and be 
qu ie t or I'll send you upstairs 
and you 'll be staying after 
school. You hear me?"

I offered a fearful "Yes" in 
response.

Shaking outside, and mad 
inside, I snuck a glance at the 
person next to  me. There 
stood her favorite pet, the 
gu ilty  one w ho should have 
gotten the tongue lashing I 
had received.

The te rm ino logy may not 
have been there, but that day I 
learned about injustice. That 
day, I learned that injustice 
needs to  be corrected. I 
learned about the need fo r ref
orm ation.

Doug Stuva is English/sociology/journalism in
structor and director of religious activities at Da
kota Adventist Academy.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  March 4
Sunday
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Responsive to
Goers Word by Marshall Bowers

LOGOS

□  March 5
Monday
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From the tim e Josiah became king at e ight years o f age, his fa ith fu l 
example and his inspiring, energetic leadership caused the people 
ou tw ard ly to walk in the ways o f the Lord.

He sought God w h ile  he was a youth. "Josiah was eight years old 
when he became king.. . .  He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord 
and walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the 
right or to the left" (2 Kings 22:1, 2, NIV). Josiah is the on ly  ru ler con
cerning whom  this statement "n o t tu rn ing  aside to  the right o r to 
the le ft,"  is made. As early as the eighth year o f his reign he began 
to seek after the Lord (2 Chron. 34:3).

Because Josiah was seeking to fo llow  the Lord, he saw the need 
fo r change in his kingdom  and enacted some bold reform  measures. 
"Under his direction the altars of the Baals were torn down, he cut to 
pieces the incense altars that were above them and smashed the Asheral 
poles, the idols and the images. . . .  He burned the bones of the priests on 
their altars, and so he purged Judah and Jerusalem" (2 Chron. 34:4-6, 
NIV). And he carried these reforms beyond Judah to  the tribal te rr i
tories o f Manasseh, Ephraim, and as far north as Naphtali (vs. 6, 7).

Josiah's reforms did not stop w ith  just getting rid o f the false gods 
and the ir place o f w orship, but he repaired and restored the tem ple 
o f the Lord, which had deteriorated during  the reign o f his grandfa- i 
the r Manasseh.

As they were restoring the house o f God, "Hilkiah the priest found 
a book of the law of the Lord given by Moses" (2 Chron. 34:14). Im me
diately H ilkiah had the book taken to Josiah and Shaphan, the secre
tary, read it to  the king. A fter hearing the Law Josiah to re  his robes 
in anguish, realizing w ith  new intensity how  far Judah had deviated 
from  God's w ill. W ould the Law's prediction o f national destruction 
if the people were disloyal to  God now come true? Inqu iry  of Hul- 
dah the prophetess confirm ed Josiah's greatest fears. A tim e was 
com ing when God's anger w ou ld  "be poured out on this place and not 
be quenched" (vs. 25, NIV).

But before that tim e (the Babylonian captivity), Josiah and his gen
eration had tim e to  return to  the covenant relationship. The Lord's 
message to  Josiah, through Huldah, was, "Because your heart was re
sponsive and you humbled yourself before God . . .  I have heard you (vs. 
27, NIV).

So, Josiah assembled a great national convocation at the tem ple, 
w here the newly rediscovered Book of the Covenant was read in the 
hearing o f all. "The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in 
the presence of the Lord— to follow the Lord and keep his commands, 
regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, and to obey the 
words of the covenant written in this book.

"Then he had everyone in Jerusalem and Benjamin pledge themselves to 
it. . . .

"As long as he lived, they did not fail to follow the Lord, the God of t 

their fathers" (vs. 29-33, NIV).
Throughout his life , Josiah showed that the com m itted life  in 

volved prom oting reform ation in church and society and a w illin g 
ness to  fo llow  God's W ord wherever it leads.

Marshall Bowers is Bible instructor at Dakota Ad
ventist Academy and pastor of the academy 
church.



Walk in the Light
The corruptions o f th is degenerate age have stained many souls 

w ho  have been professedly serving God. But even now it is not too 
late fo r w rongs to be righted and fo r the b lood o f a crucified and 
risen Saviour to  atone in your behalf if you repent and feel your 
need o f pardon. We need now to  watch and pray as never before, 
lest we fall under the pow er o f tem ptation and leave the example of 
a life  tha t is a miserable w reck. We must not, as a people, become 
careless, and look upon sin w ith ind ifference. The camp needs 
purging. A ll w ho name the name o f Christ need to watch and pray 
and guard the avenues o f the soul; fo r Satan is at w o rk  to corrup t 
and destroy if the least advantage is given him.

M y brethren, God calls upon you as His fo llow ers to  walk in the 
light. You need to  be alarmed. Sin is among us, and it is not seen to 
be exceedingly sinful. The senses of many are benum bed by the in
dulgence o f appetite and by fam ilia rity w ith  sin. We need to advance 
nearer heaven. We may grow  in grace and in the knowledge of 
tru th . W alking in the ligh t, running in the way o f God's comm and
ments, does not give the idea that we can stand still and do nothing. 
We must be advancing.

In self-love, self-exaltation, and pride there is great weakness; but 
in hum ility  there is great strength. O ur true  d ign ity  is not main
tained when we th ink  most of ourselves, bu t when God is in all our 
thoughts and our hearts are all aglow w ith  love to our Redeemer and 
love to  our fe llow  men. S im plicity o f character and lowliness of 
heart w ill give happiness, w h ile  self-conceit w ill bring discontent, 
rep in ing, and continual d isappointm ent. It is learning to  th ink  less 
o f ourselves and more o f making others happy that w ill bring to  us 
d iv ine strength.

In our separation from  God, in our pride and darkness, we are 
constantly seeking to  elevate ourselves, and we fo rget that lowliness 
o f m ind is power. O ur Saviour's pow er was not a strong array of 
sharp w ords that w ou ld  pierce through the very soul; it was His 
gentleness and His plain, unassuming manners that made Him a 
conqueror o f hearts. Pride and self-im portance, when compared 
w ith  lowliness and hum ility , are indeed weakness. We are invited to 
learn o f H im w ho was meek and low ly o f heart; then we shall expe
rience that rest and peace so much to  be desired.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
2 Corinthians 
34:31

“We 
must be 
advancing.”

Excerpted from Testi
m onies fo r the Church, 
vol. 3, pp. 476, 477.

□  March 6
Tuesday
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The Kingdom 
of God by John Bright

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Deuteronomy 
30:15-20

Excerpted from  John 
Bright, The Kingdom of 

God, (Nashville: 
Abingdon, 1953), pp.

103-105.

□  March 7
Wednesday
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The reform  o f King Josiah was an event of epoch-m aking im por
tance in the life of Israel, yet its true significance is too  often missed 
by the Bible reader.

1. The story o f the reform  is to  be found in II Kings 22-23, and it is 
clear from  Ch. 23 what it set ou t to  do. It was a thoroughgo ing  purge 
o f all kinds o f paganism. Specifically m entioned are fore ign cults 
newly im ported by Manasseh, inc lud ing that in the valley o f H innom  
where barbarous rites were practiced (vss. 10-12); the various native 
pagan cults, many o f which were o f very long standing (vss. 4, 6,13- 
14), together w ith  the ir sacred objects; the personnel o f these loath
some rites, particularly the eunuch priests (vs. 5) and sacred prosti
tutes o f both sexes (vs. 7). But far more drastic than th is, we read 
(vss. 8-9) that Josiah, as Hezekiah had essayed to  do before him , 
abolished even the shrines o f Yahweh— God o f Israel— in the ou tly 
ing towns and sought to  centralize all w orship in Jerusalem.

As we learn from  Ch. 22, the reform  was given d irection  by a law 
book which was found in the tem ple (vs. 8) in the course o f repairs 
there. . . .

Now it has long been generally agreed that this law book was 
some fo rm  of the code o f Deuteronom y. D euteronom y is a reform  
law. Indeed, it m ight well be called a reform  ed ition  o f the ancient 
Lex Mosaica. . . .  In any event the action taken by Josiah corre
sponds w ell to  the D euteronom ic demands. W ith unparalleled ve
hemence Deuteronom y commands the destruction o f all foreign 
cults (e.g., Deut. 12:1-3) and makes idolatry a capital crim e (ch. 13). 
A lone of all the Pentateuch law codes, it exp lic itly  forb ids the w o r
ship o f Yahweh at various places and directs that sacrifice be offered 
only at the one place which Yahweh chooses (12:13-14; 16:5-6). Fur
therm ore, it declares over and over again w ith  ringing eloquence 
that the very national existence depends upon the loyalty w ith  
which the people serve the covenant God and obey his w ill (6:1-15; 
8:11-20; 11:26-28; 28; 30:15-20).

But a mere law book never made a reform — any more than the 
presence o f a dust-covered Bible in the fam ily parlor can of itself 
create character. In fact, be it noted, the reform  was already under 
way when the law book was found . The m otivation fo r it was already 
present in the hearts o f the people. The reform  was, in part, a facet 
o f high hopes o f independence and resurgent nationalism. There 
had undoubted ly been a popular revulsion at the excesses o f Ma
nasseh; there was a desire to  put away all recollections of fore ign 
rule, religious as well as politica l. The oscillation o f apostasy and re
form  is no accident. As Ahaz the vassal had been an apostate, as 
Hezekiah the rebel had been a reform er, and as Manasseh the vassal 
had been again an apostate, it is no coincidence that Josiah, king of 
free Judah, should tread the path o f reform . But Josiah's am bitions 
w ent beyond mere independence. . . . That Josiah extended his re
form  into the north , destroying the cult installations there— particu
larly the shrine of Bethel (II Kings 23:15-20)— can mean but one 
th ing : he had de facto annexed the te rrito ry  o f Samaria. This was a 
day o f high hope and great prom ise: perhaps the David ideal could 
be realized again, a free Israel once more united. . . .

John Bright is a prominent Old Testam ent scholar 
who taught at Union Theological Seminary in Rich
mond, Virginia.



On Following
by Douglas R. Stuva the Role Model

This week w e 're  studying a spiritual hero, Josiah. A role model. 
Someone whose footsteps we should fo llow , as the cliche goes.

The troub le  is, we study, discuss, read, and watch movies about 
spiritual heroes all the tim e. But we seldom seem to  fo llo w  the role 
being modeled. Then we preach at each o ther because w e 're  not 
getting anything done, and sing songs about non-w itnessing Chris
tians being spineless. We hear comments that our church is sick, 
Laodicean, lukewarm , because we are not witnessing.

And the troub le  w ith  th is is that we are on ly dealing w ith  symp
toms. We d o n 't need to be concerned about people  n o t witnessing, 
we need to be concerned about people  n o t having anything to w it
ness about.

A person w ho is excited about an A +  in b io logy, a new g irlfriend, 
a new school, etc., can't keep his mouth shut. A person excited 
about the love of Jesus w o n 't be about to e ither. Telling o ther peo
ple about Jesus, caring about the w orld  and the people in it, is a nat
ural outcom e o f connecting oneself to  Jesus; o f being changed by 
the life  and love o f this God-Man. So, step one in the "h o w  to "  on 
re form ing society, sp iritua lly  o r socially, is to  connect oneself to  
Christ. Make that decision. Be united w ith  God. Then you can move 
on.

1. Don't let yourself become a pious separatist. D on 't let denomina- 
tionalism  destroy your Christian experience. Maintain friendships 
w ith  non-Christians and non-Adventists. If you w ork w ith  those who 
are d iffe ren t from  you, don 't leave so you can stay pure, keep w ork
ing w ith  them .

2. Don't stick your head in the sand. Realize the im portance of w orld  
affairs, and what's going on around you. D on 't, fo r instance, fo llow  
the delusion that nuclear war isn 't an issue fo r Christians to  face, be-

_ cause the Bible says the w orld  w ill not be ended by a nuclear war. 
The Bible doesn't say you  w o n 't be ended by a nuclear war. It 
doesn 't say your ne ighborhood or the U nited States w o n 't be de
stroyed by a nuclear war, e ither. If a person can help save himself, 
his ne ighborhood, his country, o r anyone else from  destruction, it 
is w orth  his tim e and e ffo rt.

3. Develop diplomacy. As sports ed ito r o f my high school newspa
per, a reporter handed me a story. I read it, looked at h im , and

'  crum pled it, then ordered him to do it right the next tim e. Needless 
to  say, there was no next tim e fo r that story. I should have sat down 
w ith  him and showed him the good points in his w ork , then pointed 
ou t what he needed to  im prove. Treat people right, and they w ill do 
the job  fo r you and themselves.

4. Get the job done. Be a w inner. Be a doer. Q u it ta lking about 
what you 're  going to  do, and do it. The prize o f satisfaction and re-

j  ward goes to  those w ho, when they have a job  to do, go ou t and do 
it.

Doug Stuva is English/journalism/sociology in
structor and director of religious activities at Da
kota Adventist Academy.

HOW TO
Key text:
1 John 3:7
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From Inside Out by Chris and Melia Williams

OPINION The o ther day w h ile  I was w aiting fo r the attendant to  bring my 
Key text: 450 ^L Mercedes to  the fro n t o f the country club, the w orld  famous 

Isaiah 29-13 14 conductor I'd been ta lking w ith  said, "Say, Chris, what marvelous 
’ plans do you have in store fo r your band, the Prairie W inds?"

"W e ll, John, I've decided the tim e has come fo r us to  have a firs t 
class ensemble. O f course we have adequate potentia l, bu t to  really 
make them shine, each student w ill wear the finest attire available 
and each w ill also receive a hand-crafted, 14-carat gold instrum ent, 
the best that can be obtained. Certainly these tw o things w ill achieve 
the excellence we've been w ork ing  toward. Everyone knows that the 
right environm ent w ill produce the change that's desired ."

Perhaps we can relate this parable to  Josiah. This good king tru ly  
believed in God's W ord and hoped if the outward was changed, the 
inward w ould  also change. It seems silly to us to  th ink  a new o u tfit 
and a fancy instrum ent w ould  change anyone's ability. It m ight in 
spire harder w ork fo r a tim e, but the inspiration w ould  fade as w ould  
the newness of the instrum ents and attire. Sim ilarly, Josiah's reform a
tion  changed symptoms but not the sickness. Soon after Josiah's 
death his people returned to  the idols that had been erased from  
sight but not from  heart and mind.

Does all this mean, then, that we shou ldn 't w orry about changing 
our surroundings and outward appearance w h ile  try ing  to change 
our hearts and minds? W hat w ould you th ink if you entered a 

“ He changed church where everything was dusty, broken and unkept? O r if those 
symptoms you w orship w ith  spoke o f all the things that were right, and then 

but not did just the opposite outside the church building? Perhaps if we 
the sickness.” w ork continually on the inside— our ideas, actions, and beliefs— 

maybe the outside w ill gradually change until the tw o are reflecting 
the same th ing—the character o f Christ. For this is really what Josiah 
had in m ind all along.

How often we have as a church baptized hundreds, even th o u 
sands and yet the symbolism of the baptism is just that, on ly a sym
bol. The converts d o n 't w ho lly  understand what they've com m itted 
themselves to. How many Weeks o f Prayer have we gone th rough fu ll 
o f enthusiasm and zealousness fo r our Lord, yet even the next week, 
w ithou t re inforcem ent, we forget all we have learned and relinquish 
the high ideals o f the Christian life. We delve in to the intricacies of 
the Christian life  and vet we miss the basis of it all. 1

Reformation? O f course reform ation is essential in an im perfect 
w orld . Not just a hasty, even bizarre, change that sounds right o r is 
convenient at the tim e, but a carefully though t-ou t plan and then 
even more careful leading o f our people to this tru th .

We as Seventh-day Adventists possess a distinctive ou tlook  on his
tory's course, the past and the future. We know this w o rld  w ill not 
end by nuclear disaster o r some other such event. So w hy waste our 
tim e trying to  reform  the ideas o f those around us? W ill it really make 
any difference, or w ill ou r changing the life o f just one person count 
toward the reform ation o f the world? These are serious questions we 
must continually ask ourselves and each other. Reformation is nei
the r simple or quick, bu t the one th ing  we can be sure o f is that by 
changing those around us we w ill reform  ourselves in the process.

□  March 9 Chris and Melia Williams teach music at Dakota
Friday Adventist Academy.
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1 . W hat do you th ink  m otivated Josiah to begin his w ork o f reform? REACT 
H ow do you account fo r Josiah's adherence to the right in view  of |_esson 10 
the evil practices o f his father and grandfather?

2. Is our church in need o f reform? If so, is it ou r responsib ility to  
do som ething about it? O r are such responsibilities strictly those 
o f the leaders?

3. If we sense a need o f reform  in a particular area, what principles 
should be kept in m ind as we attem pt to  carry it out? W hat does 
Josiah's example suggest?

- 4. The O p in ion  piece suggests that exterior reform  essentially has 
on ly  a cosmetic effect. Is th is true? Do external environm ental 
factors make no con tribu tion  to  reform ation at all? If reform 
comes from  the inside ou t, are w e ll-in ten tioned New Year's reso
lutions and promises to  God always inappropriate?

5. Since we believe that the return of Christ w ill bring about the u lti
mate reform ation o f the w orld , is there any po in t to  devoting our 
energies to  re form ing society? Should we be concerned w ith  nu
clear disarmament, fo r example, if we are confident, from  biblical 
teaching that the w o rld  w o n 't com plete ly destroy itself?

■j 6 . If we are to  engage in social reform , should we focus mainly on 
changing individual lives, w ho w ill then have a positive impact on 
society? O r should we seek to  reform  the corporate structures of 
society as well?

I  7. Josiah's career has a most baffling ending. He was killed figh ting  
the Egyptians (2 C hron. 35:20-24) in no obvious contradiction of 
God's w ill. W hy did God allow  such an untim ely demise, when 
Josiah was one of the few kings in that era w ho served him fa ith 
fully? Is there a plausible explanation? Need there be?
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SAMSON-
ATRACK HERO
"  'O  Lord God, rem ember me, I pray thee, and 
strengthen me, only th is once . . "  (Judges
16:28, RSV).

Lesson 11, March 11-17



by Lynn Neumann McDowell The Hair Affair
There they lay coiled askew 

around a hairdresser's chair—  
my locks o f 17 years. I cou ldn 't 
rem em ber a tim e when I hadn't 
fe lt the ir w eight brushing my 
back or swishing in a ponyta il. I 
w ou ld  go out at noon to  Inspi
ration Point behind the boy's 

■ dorm , not fo r the view, bu t 
because I like the clean tug  o f 
the breeze at my hair. Stand
ing face to w ith  w ind , long 
tresses streaming behind me, I 
imagined myself cu tting  qu ite  a 
rom antic figure. Like the girls 
in shampoo commercials.

Now, ten days before my 
high school graduation, I sat 
stunned as a hairdresser 
scratched her brush over my 
pixie cut saying, “ There— 
doesn 't that feel better?"

Those w eren 't qu ite  Deli- 
. lah's words after Samson got 

his new co iffu re , bu t I can 
partia lly imagine the fee ling in 
the p it o f his stomach when 
Samson realized that his pride 
and glory— the visib le sign o f 
his connection w ith  God— was 
cut o ff. It's sad to lose some
th ing  you value, be it three 
pounds o f hair, a fr iend , or 

’ your innocence. But fo r Sam
son, the loss was com plete.

Samson had every opp o rtu 
n ity fo r his mental and sp iri
tual grow th as well as fo r  the 
physical. From his conception 
to  his youth fu l exploits in Tim- 

„ nah, Manoah's son made it ap
parent that he was no com m on 
O bed, Josiah, o r Benjamin. A l
ways good w ith  riddles and a 
g ifted speaker, Samson even
tually wound up as a judge o f Is
rael fo r tw enty years.

Yes, everyone knew tha t God 
► was w ith  Samson, but un fo rtu 

nately, his vis iting o f Philistine 
towns got to  be a habit. There

came a po in t when God 
" tu rn ed  away from  h im " 
(Judges 16:20, Jerusalem Bi
ble). Perhaps watching all that 
ta lent dissipate got to be too 
much after awhile. But here the 
real beauty o f Samson's rela
tionsh ip  w ith  God shines 
through.

W hile  going round and 
round in the prison m ill Sam
son had p lenty o f tim e to  re
trace his past, abundant op
po rtun ity  to  relive his 
encounters w ith  Yahweh. In 
Samson we find  a man w ho has 
become so well-acquainted 
w ith  God's character that he 
knows he can reach ou t at any 
tim e and find  God there.

Samson d id n 't bo ther to 
preface his prayer w ith , "F o r
give me, Father, fo r I have 
s inned." No. Just" . . . remem
ber me; give me strength 
again. . . ."  (Judges 16:28, Jeru
salem Bible). And Yahweh was 
there, fillin g  Samson's deep 
wish to  reunite w ith  him and 
com plete the mission as a free
dom figh ter fo r Israel.

I love the clever tenacity of 
God. It shows up in a verse 
that's sandwiched between 
Samson's haircut and his re
membrance o f God. Artistically 
speaking, it's a dangler— bait 
strategically placed to make the 
reader perk up and say, "N o w  
why is that there? It must be 
s ign ifican t." It is.

Little by little , God reminds 
Samson o f his fo rm er glory.
He sets ou t to restore the ir rela
tionsh ip  by giving Samson a 
physical rem inder o f his past. 
Im mediately— im perceptib ly 
at firs t— "th e  hair that had been 
shorn o ff began to  grow 
again" (Judges 16:22, Jerusalem 
Bible, emphasis supplied).

Lynn Neumann McDowell is a freelance writer 
and English M.A., living in Calgary, Alberta.

INTRO
DUCTION

□  March 11
Sunday
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The Strong Man Who Wasn’t
LOGOS . The story of Samson is a saga o f squandered potentia l. Few men , 

have translated greater opportun ities in to  more dismal results. Ad
m ittedly, Samson perform ed a num ber o f awe-inspiring feats— but 
these must pale before the accomplishments that God in tended him 
to  achieve had he allowed fo r divine d irection. Here is a man w ho 
in tim idated thousands single-handedly, yet could not even contro l 
his most basic desires.

Samson was earmarked fo r greatness even before he was con
ceived. God prepared his heredity and environm ent so as to  yie ld 1 
the greatest chance fo r success in his appointed m ission. An angel 
to ld  Samson's m other, "Now see to it that you drink no wine or other 
fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean, because you 
will conceive and give birth to a son. No razor may be used on his head, 
because the boy is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth, and he 
will begin the deliverance of Israel from the hands of Philistines" (Judges 
13:3-5, NIV).

This calculated fo re though t produced positive results— at least 
in itia lly . "He grew and the Lord blessed him, and the spirit of the Lord 
began to stir him" (Judges 13:24, 25, NIV). But as Samson grew strong 
his vvillpower grew weak. He became more contro lled  by passion 
than princip le . This led him to marry a Philistine woman against the 
exp lic it counsel o f God and the wishes o f his parents. Nevertheless, 
God was able to  use Samson's marriage to meet his purposes

. .  [TJhis [the marriage] was from the Lord, who was seeking an occa
sion to confront the Philistines" (Judges 14:4, NIV).

But Samson lost sight o f his objective. Even though he judged Is
rael fo r a tim e (Judges 15:20), he never seriously pursued his desig
nated mission. Instead o f leading the general revolt against the Phi
listines, he was busy settling personal scores and try ing  to  escape 
hostile vendettas. Sure, he was k illing  Philistines, bu t to  him that 
was purely incidental. He became obsessed w ith  the realization that 
he was v irtua lly invincib le  among men and therefore devoted his 
energies to satisfying himself. This led him to  Delilah, and in her all 
his self-serving choices culm inated in his dow nfall. "Then the Philis
tines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding 
him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding in the prison" (Judges 
16:21, NIV).

The tragedy o f Samson w ould  be com plete if the story ended 
here. But fo rtunate ly  it doesn't. Instead, it closes on a positive, al
be it b ittersweet, note. The sober recognition of his fo lly  sank in on 
Samson as he languished in his dark prison. So when God gave him , 
another opportun ity , he was ready. Summoned as the  enterta in
ment at a Philistine party celebrating his capture, Samson brought 
the house down, litera lly. M ore than three thousand o f the enemy 
nob ility , along w ith  Samson, died as a result (Judges 16:23-30).

God forgave Samson, because he recognized his mistakes and 
confessed them . And even though he paid fo r them w ith  his life , he 
bowed ou t in trium ph. He had learned his lesson. In fact, it almost 
seems to  be Samson w ho cautions, "Be self-controlled and alert. Your 1 
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour" (1 Pet. 5:8, NIV). And Samson knows! L. R. C.

□  March 12
Monday
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Out of the Strong 
Came Forth Weakness

God's prom ise that th rough Samson he w ou ld  "beg in  to deliver TESTIMONY 
Israel ou t o f the hand o f the Philistines," was fu lfille d ; bu t how  dark te x t.
and te rrib le  the record o f that life  which m ight have been a praise to proverbs 28-26 
God and a g lory to  the nation! Had Samson been true to  his divine 
calling, the purpose o f God could have been accomplished in his 
honor and exaltation. But he yielded to  tem ptation, and proved un
true  to  his trust, and his mission was fu lfille d  in defeat, bondage, 
and death.

Physically, Samson was the strongest man upon the earth; but in 
se lf-contro l, in tegrity , and firmness, he was one o f the weakest 
men. Many mistake strong passion fo r a strong character; but the 
tru th  is that he w ho is mastered by his passions is a weak man. The 
real greatness o f the man is measured by the power o f the feelings 
that he contro ls, no t by those that contro l him.

God's providentia l care had been over Samson, that he m ight be “Man is not 
prepared to accomplish the w ork  which he was called to do. A t the left alone 
very outset o f life he was surrounded w ith favorable conditions fo r to conquer 
physical strength, in te llectual v igor, and moral purity. But under the the power 
in fluence o f w icked associates he let go that hold upon God which o f ev j|_”  
is man's on ly safeguard, and he was swept away by the tide o f evil.
Those w ho in the way o f du ty are brought in to  tria l may be sure that 
God w ill preserve them ; but if men w illfu lly  place themselves under 
the pow er o f tem ptation, they w ill fa ll, sooner o r later.

The very ones w hom  God purposes to  use as his instrum ents fo r a 
special w ork, Satan employs his utm ost power to  lead astray. He at
tacks us at ou r weak po in ts, w ork ing  through defects in the charac
te r to  gain contro l o f the w hole  man; and he knows that if these de
fects are cherished, he w ill succeed. But none need be overcome.
Man is not le ft alone to  conquer the power o f evil by his own feeble 
efforts. Help is at hand, and w ill be given to every soul w ho really 
desires it. Angels o f God, that ascend and descend the ladder which 
Jacob saw in vision, w ill help every soul w ho w ill, to  c lim b even to 
the highest heaven.

Excerpted from  Patri
archs and Prophets, pp. 
567-568.

□  March 13
Tuesday
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When Vows Are Broken
EVIDENCE

Key text: 
Hebrews 
11:32,33

“He had 
broken his 

vows, but he 
didn’t break 

his connection 
with God.’’

1. Zondervan P ictorial 
Encyclopedia o f the Bi

ble, vol. 5, M errill C. 
Tenney, ed. (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 
1975), pp. 249, 250.

2. James L. Crenshaw, 
Samson (Atlanta: John

Knox Press, 1978) pp.
140,141. 

3. Ibid., p. 151.

□  March 14
Wednesday
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In the course o f his tum ultous career, Samson managed to  violate 
every one o f his vows as a N azirite .1 On his way to  Timnah, where 
his firs t Philistine flame lived, the m ighty Samson had ripped apart a 
young lion. Returning later to  marry the g irl, Samson gulped down 
some honey that he found in the lion 's carcass. This was vio lation 
num ber one: Nazarites w eren 't even to  touch that w hich was un
clean, like dead animals (see Num. 6 :6). The second v io la tion p rob 
ably came at the w edding feast in Timnah. The w ord translated 
"feast" (m isteh) in Judges 14:10 implies a d rink ing  bout, and Nazi- 
rites were pledged to  abstain com plete ly from  alcohol. The final and 
most decisive v io lation came when Delilah badgered the secret o f 
his strength out o f him (Judges 16:4-22)—the cutting of his hair sev
ered him from  the only vow  that remained intact.

Beyond his vow-breaking, Samson was hardly a paragon o f Christ- 
like v irtue. The only th ing  he seemed to  like as much as k illing  Phi
listine men was sleeping w ith  Philistine women (Judges 16:1, 4-22). 
So it comes as som ething o f a surprise that this v io len t, lustfu l man 
is included by the author of Hebrews among those w ho did great 
things fo r Cod "b y  fa ith " (Heb. 11:32).

Samson— faith hero or tragic profligate? Christian interpreters 
have presented diverse views. Augustine, fo r example, grouped 
Samson w ith  Moses and Daniel, and many have even seen him as an 
allegorical type of Christ. A seventeenth century pub lication, listed 
nine ways in which Samson resembled Christ, includ ing this one: as 
Samson escaped from  ambush after his n ight w ith  a prostitu te  in 
Gaza by carrying o ff the city gates, so Jesus arose from  a grave 
guarded by Roman soldiers. On the other hand, a much earlier fig 
ure, C lem ent o f Rome, used Samson's story as an argum ent fo r 
chastity, calling him one "  'w hom  a woman brought to  ru in w ith  her 
wretched body, and her vile passion.' "2

Perhaps we can view Samson as an example o f both tragedy and 
faith. The story contains both w arning and prom ise. The w arning is 
that broken vows mean pain and self-destruction to  us as litera lly 
and unavoidably as they did to  Samson. The prom ise is that God 
does not forsake even those w ho most scandalously vio late the ir 
com m itm ents. Samson emerges as a fa ith hero by taking hold o f this 
God in the final, dramatic scene o f his life (Judges 16:28). He had 
broken his vows, but he d id n 't break his connection w ith  God. Sam
son's message to  those w ho find  themselves, like he, inextricably 
caught in a messy situation is: D on 't let go o f your relationship w ith  
God, no matter what you've done. Open yourself to  his leading and 
w orking.

"By te lling  and re-te lling th is marvelous story o f Samson and his 
loves, those w ho found themselves in trying circumstances dis
covered renewed hope. Thus they proclaimed the greatest secret 
o f all: God heeds the cry o f those w ho recognize the ir own help
lessness. Like Samson o f o ld, Israel frequently  found  herself in 
need o f d ivine remembrance, and jo ined the ancient hero in a sin
gle request. 'Remember me, O Lord.' She did so at great risk. Fail
ure to raise her voice fo r remembrance carried even greater risk ." 3

D. F. M.



Don’t Cut Your Hair
A t firs t appearance a How To article based on the life o f Samson HOW TO 

seems easy to  w rite . A fter all, Samson's mistakes are rather obvious, Key text: 
and the lessons to  be learned are clear. First, don 't d rink alcohol. j 0hn15:4 5 
Second, d on 't date/m arry unbelievers. And th ird , don 't indulge in 
the a llu ring, sensuous pleasures that lead to ruin. Follow these steps 
and all w ill be w ell. . . .  O r w ill it?

Samson, like the rest o f us, had probably heard many a sermon 
and chapel talk on this list o f "d o n 'ts .”  And being a Nazirite he was 
supposed to  adhere to a strict d iscip line. Yet his tragic story is one 
o f squandered potentia l. This is because Samson's mistakes were 
deeper than breaking a set o f rules. Something more was w rong.
The " ru le "  breaking was only a symptom o f a greater ill.

A successful sp iritual com m itm ent goes beyond a list o f "d o s " 
and "d o n 'ts ."  W eightie r princip les are involved. This was the heart 
o f Samson's problem . His ignoring o f the principles was the cause 
o f his breaking the  " ru le s ."

So what are the princip les that lead to  a fa ith fu l commitment?
1. Develop a vibrant relationship with God. Spend tim e w ith  him, 

learn about h im , and share him . Though God w orked w ith  Samson 
at tim es, there was no real re lationship between them . Samson was 
too  busy developing a re lationship w ith  himself.

2. Develop self-control and self-discipline. This is the hardest lesson 
to learn— one that Samson never mastered. The key to acquiring 
these attributes is to  serve others in hum ility , counting them of 
more value than yourself. Put the ir interests, desires and needs be
fore your own.

3. In all things be temperate. This again was one o f Samson's weak 
points as he devoted much o f his tim e indu lg ing in his favorite plea
sures. The result is obvious. The more healthy and pure a life you 
lead the better your connection w ith  God w ill be.

At one tim e Samson must have at least partially held to  these prin 
ciples. But gradually, step by step, he re linquished them all. The to 
tal break was sym bolized by his allow ing his hair to  be cut. Then, 
un til he desired otherw ise, God could no longer help him. But in 
the prison o f regret his com m itm ent returned and his hair grew 
back. And again God was able to use him. But how much greater 
could Samson's effectiveness have been if his hair had not been cut, 
if his com m itm ent had not been broken. Thus, the last princ ip le  can 
be summarized as:

4. Never cut your hair. Once your com m itm ent and relationship 
w ith  God has been established, d on 't break it.

E. R. M.
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Eyeless in Gaza by John McDowell

OPINION
Key text: 

1 Samuel 16:7

“The cry, 
Remember 

m e . . .  
is a prayer 

that God 
always hears."

1. John M ilton, Samson 
Agonistes, Line 41. 

2. Ibid., Line 824.

□  March 16
Friday
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No question about it. The story o f Samson is enterta in ing— a cen
tral character w ith  unusual ability, beautifu l w om en, a ridd le , 
amazing stunts, seduction, betrayal, irony, and enough adventure to 
keep the likes o f C lin t Eastwood happy. On a first reading o f Judges 
13-15 the story seems to  be all p lot. Everything is here fo r an action- 
packed script— from  an angel announcing the b irth  to  the dramatic 
finale o f Samson pu lling  the house down at a great Philistine party.

W ith  all the action in the story, it is curious that when John M ilton  
w ro te  his dramatic poem about Samson, he le ft all the adventure 
out. In fact, very little  happens in Samson Agonistes. It's all conver
sation— mostly between Samson and various people w ho  come to 
visit him "Eyeless in Gaza. " 1 A fter reading the adventures o f Samson 
several times one comes to  discover, as M ilton  d id , that all the bra
vado—the famous ridd le , the burning o f the foxes' tails, the carrying 
o ff o f the city gate, the k illing  w ith  a jawbone of an ass— masks a 
more im portant conflic t.

Samson's main con flic t is not w ith  the Philistines (one has the 
sense that he'd rather leave them alone— see Judges 15:7, RSV), but 
it is w ith  himself, his ego, his passions, his mission as a Nazirite and 
as Judge o f Israel. He falls to  Delilah only after he tells her about 
himself, his m ission, and his re lationship w ith  God. The saddest line 
in the story is when he wakes, finds his head shaved, and says, "  'I 
w ill go ou t like the other times, and shake myself free .' "  The text 
continues, "A nd  he did not know  that the Lord had left h im " 
(Judges 16:20, RSV).

Samson knew fu ll w ell that his strength was not really in his hair. 
He knew that his hair was a symbol, a visible manifestation o f a rela
tionsh ip  that he had now  abandoned. Samson, his strength gone, 
has his eyes gouged out and he is taken to  the prison m ill in Gaza. 
The tragic irony o f the story is that although b lind he begins now  to 
see spiritual things in perspective.

M ilton  develops the them e of Samson's spiritual regeneration be
cause he saw this as the most im portant aspect o f the Samson story. 
M ilton  has Samson, in his discussion w ith  various visitors, th ink  
through his fall and his faith in God. Samson comes to  accept re
sponsibility  fo r his actions, and even to  Delilah he is able to  say, "  'I 
to  myself was false ere thou to  me.' "2

At the end of the story, when called upon to be sport fo r the Phi
listines at the ir party, Samson prays the prayer o f a repentant sinner, 
"  'O  Lord, remember me . . . ' "  (Judges 16:28). His prayer is sim ilar 
to  the one prayed by the th ie f on the cross (see Luke 23:42). The cry, 
"Rem em ber me . . . "  is a prayer that God always hears.

A lthough Samson brings the roof down on his head, he gains a 
spiritual victory. Thus, in spite of his life-style, Samson is counted in 
Hebrews 11 as being among the fa ith fu l, as being one o f the great 
"c lo u d  o f w itnesses" (Heb. 12:1, RSV). Samson's story illustrates 
that God is not as concerned w ith  outward behavior as he is w ith 
what motivates that behavior. God makes the same po in t clear to 
Samuel, "  'For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the o u t
ward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart' "  (1 Sam. 16:7, 
RSV).

John McDowell is teaching at the University of Cal
gary and working on his doctorate in English.



1 . A fte r reading Numbers 6 :1-8 and Judges 13:3-7, how  w ou ld  you REACT 
say Samson's Nazirite vows were like and/or unlike the  fo llow - Lesson 11 
ing:
— monastic vows
— regulations fo r an athlete in tra in ing 
—Adventist health princip les 
— o th e r   _________________
W hat do you th in k  was the purpose o f Samson's Nazirite vows?
Are Adventists called to a com m itm ent in any way analogous to 
that o f a Nazirite?

2. Do you th ink  it was fa ir that God determ ined Samson w ou ld  be a 
Nazarite before Samson had any say in the matter? Was his w ild  
behavior perhaps a reaction against an overly-restrictive upbring
ing? Looking at Samson's life as a w hole, do you th ink  it was 
more "p redestined " than the average life?

3. W hat do you th in k  was the key(s) to  Samson's downfall?
— fast wom en — implusiveness — his own amazing abilities 
— ego — intem perance — other

4. W hy do you th in k  Samson was included among the heroes of 
fa ith in Hebrews 11?

5. The Testimony states, " i f  men w illfu lly  place themselves under 
the power of tem ption , they w ill fall, sooner or la te r." How did 
Samson's life illustrate this principle? Do you th ink  Mrs. W hite's 
counsel applies to  the fo llow ing :
— living in large cities
— going in to  bars in an e ffo rt to  befriend and even evangelize 

non-Adventists 
— beach evangelism

6. W hat does the way God dealt w ith  Samson teach you about God?



JOSHUA-
THE COMMITTED CAPTAIN
"  'Be strong and o f good courage; be not 
frightened, neither be dismayed; fo r the Lord 
your God is w ith  you wherever you go' "
(Joshua 1:9, RSV).

Lesson 12, March 18-24



by Patti Hansen Tompkins

Can You 
Imagine?

Bumper stickers d o n 't o rd i
narily excite me. If they aren't 
faded, peeling, outdated, or 
otherw ise useless, they are 
hard to  read w ithou t getting 
dangerously close to  the veh i
cle ahead.

But I recently spotted a 
bum per sticker w ith  a simple 
w hite-on-b lue message that d id  
excite me. It wasn't hard to  
read from  a distance. Just one 
w ord . IMAGINE. But that one 
w ord , appearing in my periph
eral vision and im bedding it
self in to  my consciousness, 
made an impact. I began to 
imagine. And I though t what a 
w onderfu l, creative g ift imagi
nation is and how  it can be 
used as a too l to  sharpen our 
understanding.

Young ch ildren have an ad
vantage over adults, because 
the ir imaginations haven't yet 
been spoiled by adult realities. 
They dream in w onder and in 
nocence. Through such 
imaginings, Bible stories 
come alive. We adults encour
age children to  imagine 
through N ativity pageants, 
songs about David and G oli
ath, and sandbox scenes o f Ja
cob and Esau. The children 
empathize when Joseph and 
Mary are turned away by 
Bethlehem innkeepers. They 
hear the stone w hiz through 
the air to  fe ll the  giant. They 

, feel Esau's hairy arms and 
smell the sim m ering pottage.

Let's take a cue from  the 
kids and spend a few  minutes 
using our senses to  imagine 
Joshua and his experiences. 
Read the story in Scripture. It 
contains a wealth o f p ictur- 

- esque scenes, m ind-boggling 
miracles, heart-stopping em o
tions.

Imagine an 80-year-old man 
on horseback, leading his peo
ple in to  an enemy nation, 
know ing it must be conquered 
by warfare. Imagine battle 
after battle fo r seven years. 
Imagine having to  defeat 31 
kings before the land is fina lly 
conquered.

Imagine the logistics o f cross
ing the Jordan. Imagine two 
m illion people on foo t, carrying 
the ir belongings, leading an 
assortment o f nervous animals, 
walking on land made dry be
cause o f the ir faith.

Imagine being asked by the 
Lord to  march in a seemingly 
arbitrary manner around a 
fo rtified  enemy city. Imagine 
being to ld  to kill the enemy, 
burn the ir city, and destroy 
the ir cattle.

Imagine the em otions. Ec
static victory and hum ilia ting 
defeat; outrage at being taken 
in by a clever ruse; joy fu l an
tic ipation after 40 years o f wan
dering to fina lly  be close to a 
perm anent home.

Imagine Joshua's awesome 
leadership responsibilities. C ir
cumcising all males born in 
the past 40 years. Overseeing 
the search fo r sin in the camp 
and meting out the necessary 
punishm ent.

Imagine an entire nation re
sponding to one man's up
raised hand.

Imagine the miracles.
Can you imagine it? Can you 

feel it? Can you catch some
th ing  o f what it all meant? Can 
you understand that it w ould 
have been impossible w ith a 
man o f lesser commitment?

Imagine where w e 'd  be if we 
had the same kind o f 
com m itm ent. Maybe we, too, 
w ould  be in the Promised Land.

INTRO
DUCTION

Patti Hansen Tompkins is a freelance editor-
writer living in Altamonte Springs, Fla.

□  March 18
Sunday
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No Exceptions
LOGOS Joshua has always been one of my heroes. His positive attitude, 

bold in itia tive, and courageous acceptance of responsib ility have all 
con tribu ted  to my perception o f him as a model leader. W hat really 
impresses me about Joshua, however, was his unfa iling adherence 
to  God's w ill. It represents a most refreshing and reassuring contrast 
to  the period ic failures o f o ther individuals we've studied this quar
ter.

Joshua's habit o f always being on God's side is exhib ited from  his 
firs t m ention as one o f the twelve spies sent on the reconnaissance 
in to  Canaan (Num. 13). A lthough he and Caleb saw the same walled 
cities and the same giants as the other ten, they brought back a very 
d iffe ren t report. W hat the others perceived as obstacles, Joshua and 
Caleb saw as opportun ities— situations where God's pow er could be 
manifested. They were ready to  fo llo w  God anywhere.

Joshua's trust in God remained firm  after his p rom otion  to  leader 
of the Israelites. God admonished him, "Be strong and courageous, 
because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
forefathers to give them. Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 
obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Do not 
let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 
will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you?" (Joshua 
1:9, NIV). Joshua responded in characteristic fashion, te lling  his 
people, "Get your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross 
the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God 
is giving you for your own" (Joshua 1:11, NIV). There was no pause to 
confer w ith  his technical consultants, no developm ent o f complex 
contingency plans— Joshua just bo ld ly moved forward to  do God's 
b idding.

A lthough Joshua's greatness may be somewhat obscured by M o
ses' long shadow, God d id n 't overlook Joshua's consistence. He 
demonstrated his appreciation by meeting w ith  Joshua face to face 
to  give him specific instructions fo r the siege o f Jericho (Joshua 
5:14, NIV).

Joshua was b rillian tly  successful in leading Israel though the con
quest o f Canaan. But his greatest m om ent came after the battles 
were w on. He demonstrated a heartfelt burden fo r Israel to  con
tinue the com m itm ent to  God that was the basis fo r the ir success. 
Joshua challenged the people to  "choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve" (Joshua 24:14, NIV). Then, once again, he 
threw  his pow erfu l in fluence in the right d irection— God's d irec
tion . "But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 
24:15, NIV).

From beginning to end, Joshua's life attests to  the tru th  o f his im 
mortal declaration. But even more, it sets before us an insp iring ex
ample o f consistent com m itm ent. He relays to  us the encouraging 
message that we too  can experience a sim ilarly constant walk w ith 
God. In this way, the resounding success o f Joshua can also be ours. ,

L. R. C.

□  March 19
Monday
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Joshua’s
by Krista R. Woodruff Success Secret

Joshua was now the acknowledged leader o f Israel. He had been 
known chiefly as a w arrio r, and his gifts and virtues were especially 
valuable at this stage in the history o f his people. Courageous, reso
lute, and persevering, p rom pt, incorrup tib le , unm indfu l o f selfish 
interests in his care fo r those com m itted to his charge, and, above 
all, inspired by a liv ing fa ith in C od— such was the character of the 
man d iv inely chosen to conduct the armies o f Israel in the ir en
trance upon the Promised Land. . . .  It was w ith  great anxiety and 
self-distrust that Joshua had looked forward to the w ork before him ; 
but his fears were removed by the assurance of God, "As I was w ith 
Moses, so I w ill be w ith  thee: I w ill not fail thee, nor forsake th e e ."1

The Lord has a great w ork to  be done in our w orld . To every man 
He has given His w ork  fo r man to  do. But man is not to make man 
his guide, lest he be led astray; th is is always unsafe. . . . What was 
Joshua's victory? Thou shalt meditate upon the W ord of Cod day 
and n igh t.2

. . .Joshua had received the prom ise that Cod w ould  surely 
overth row  these enemies o f Israel, yet he put fo rth  as earnest e ffo rt 
as though success depended upon the armies o f Israel alone. He did 
all that human energy could do, and then he cried in fa ith fo r d ivine 
aid. The secret o f success is the union o f d ivine power w ith  human 
effo rt. Those w ho achieve the greatest results are those w ho rely 
most im p lic itly  upon the A lm ighty Arm. The man w ho commanded, 
"Sun, stand thou still upon G ibeon; and thou, M oon, in the valley 
o f A ja lon ," is the man w ho fo r hours lay prostrate upon the earth in 
prayer in the camp at Gilgal. The men o f prayer are the men of 
pow er.3

W hen Joshua was nearing the close of his life  he took up a review 
o f the past fo r tw o reasons— to  lead the Israel o f Cod to gratitude 
fo r the marked manifestation o f God's presence in all the ir travels, 
and to lead them to  hum ility  o f m ind under a sense o f the ir unjust 
m urm urings and repinings and the ir neglect to  fo llo w  ou t the re
vealed w ill o f Cod. Joshua goes on to warn them in a most earnest 
manner against the ido la try around them . They were warned not to 
have any connection w ith  idolaters, not to interm arry w ith them , 
nor in any way put themselves in danger o f being affected and cor
rupted by the ir abom inations. They were counseled to  shun the 
very appearance o f evil, not to dabble around the borders o f sin, fo r 
this was the surest way to be engulfed in sin and ruin. He showed 
them that desolation w ould be the result o f the ir departing from  
Cod, and as Cod was fa ith fu l to  His prom ise He w ould  also be fa ith 
fu l in executing His threatenings. . . . " 4

Joshua's w ork  fo r Israel was done. He had "w h o lly  fo llow ed the 
L o rd ;"  and in the book o f Cod he is w ritten , "The servant of Jeho
vah ."5

Krista R. Woodruff is coordinator of patient educa
tion at Florida Hospital in Orlando, Fla.

TESTIMONY
Key text:
Philippians
2:12-13

“The secret 
of success 
is the union 
of divine 
power with 
human effort.”

1. Patriarchs and 
Prophets, pp. 481, 482.
2. SDA Bible Com
mentary, vol. 2, p. 993.
3. Patriarchs and  
Prophets, p. 509.
4. SDA Bible Com
mentary, vol. 2, p.
1000 .
5. Patriarchs and  
Prophets, p. 524.

□  March 20
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EVIDENCE
Key text: 

Joshua 1:5

“Joshua 
illustrates 

the over
whelming 

result of 
a two-way 

commitment.”

Suggested reading: Paul 
P. Enns, Bible Study 

Commentary: Joshua 
(Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan Publishing 
Compnay, 1981).

□  March 21
Wednesday

104

Commitment,
a Two-Way Street by Randy S. Tompkins

The story of Joshua demonstrates what a com m itted life can ac
com plish, but in a less obvious way it also rem inds us o f an im por
tant dynamic in the relationship between God and man— com m it
m ent is a two-way street.

Perhaps no one outside o f Moses better understood the revela
tion  o f God. Joshua was firsthand witness to  the m ighty Exodus. He 
was by Moses' side on M t. Sinai when the law was given to  the 
Israelites. It was Joshua w ho pointed ou t the rebellion in the camp, 
symbolized by the golden calf. Through these and o ther experi
ences, Joshua become convinced o f God's love fo r his people and 
his desire to  fu lfill his promises. He came to  a realization of what a 
life o f com m itm ent w ould  mean to himself, bu t he had yet to  w it
ness what it w ould  mean to his God.

At Moses' death, Joshua was called to lead the people to posses
sion o f God's long-prom ised land. He was prepared, fo r he had al
ready seen what God could do. But Israel was not to  claim the Prom
ised Land w ithou t bloodshed. The Lord comm anded that Israel 
conquer Canaan and destroy its inhabitants. The in ten t was to  cre
ate a new kingdom in which God could teach his people the p rinc i
ples o f his character w ithou t the evil influences o f the Canaanites.

In the story o f A i, we learn a fam iliar lesson about the need fo r 
continued dependence o f God. Joshua blew it, and it w o u ld n 't be 
the last tim e. His com m itm ent was not w ith o u t human fault, and he 
soon found himself in troub le  again.

The G ibeonites, in a desperate e ffo rt to  save themselves, tricked 
Joshua and the elders o f Israel in to  an agreement to  let them  live. 
O ther Canaanite kings, hearing o f the covenant, planned revenge. 
The G ibeonites certa inly were no fools, and im m ediately asked 
loshua fo r assistance. They knew fu ll well o f God's in ten t to  give all 
o f Canaan to Israel, but they also knew that Joshua was a man o f his 
w ord.

Many o f us w ould  have welcomed the annihila tion o f a people 
w ho had deceived and hum iliated us. But Joshua, dem onstrating his 
in tegrity  to  the covenant, rallied to Gibeon's defense. He marched 
his army all n ight and attacked the next m orning.

Here the story takes an unexpected tw ist. Even though God de
sired the total destruction o f the Canaanites, he elected to save the 
lying, cheating G ibeonites because o f Joshua's covenant w ith  them . 
God's com m itm ent to  Joshua was tangibly evidenced in the form  of 
hailstones to  rout the enemy. Realizing even then that tim e was too 
short, Joshua pe titioned the Lord to extend the day (Joshua 10:12, 
13). God then chose to perform  one of the most astonishing m ir
acles ever witnessed in the natural realm just to  keep his prom ise to 
Joshua, " I w ill not fail you or forsake yo u " (Joshua 1:5, RSV).

The experience of Joshua illustrates the overw helm ing result o f a 
two-way com m itm ent. Today, as in Joshua's day, God responds to 
his servants in the ir own lim itedness. He reaches us where we are, 
fo r that is where he firs t com m itted him self to  us long ago. W hen 
we decide to  return that com m itm ent— even in small measure— God 
does great things.

Randy S. Tompkins is an obstetrician-gynecolo- 
gist practicing in Orlando, Fla.



by Douglas Foley Being a Leader
Moses was a tough act to  fo llow , “ For no one has ever shown the 

m ighty pow er or perform ed the awesome deeds that Moses d id in 
the sight o f all Israel" (Deut. 34:12, NIV). Rarely do you find  an un
derstudy as capable as the person he replaces, bu t Joshua was an 
exception! He was the righ t man at the right tim e fo r the job. As 
Prime M in is te r under Moses, and later as Moses' successor, Joshua 
revealed w onderfu l qualities o f leadership— courage, resolve, fa ith 
fulness, and steadfastness.

Joshua's com m itm ent as a leader reveals several im portant charac
teristics w orthy  o f em ulation. Consider the fo llow ing :

1. Start each day early with God. W hile  others are still sleeping, 
you can get a head start by com m uning w ith  God early in the m orn
ing. You need that special tim e w ith  your Creator to  lay plans fo r the 
day, to  dream o f great challenges, and to prepare fo r opportun ities 
that w ill come during the day. Joshua liked to begin early (see 
Joshua 3:1; 6:12, 15; 7:16; 8:10). This gave him the tim e he needed 
to  stay ahead o f the game and to  build  an advantage over the en
emy.

On the headstone o f W. K. Kellogg's grave in Battle Creek, M ich i
gan, sits a bronze replica o f a little  b ird pu lling  at a w orm . The in 
scription reads, "The early b ird  gets the w o rm ." Such a m otto in 
spired Kellogg, and its po in t undoubted ly contribu ted  to Joshua's 
success as w ell.

2. Confront the enemy before he confronts you. Consider the tem pta
tions and challenges you w ill face in life ; determ ine ahead o f tim e 
what your stand w ill be. W hat is your position on honesty, purity, 
modesty, good health, etc? Once you 're  feeling the pressure and 
em otions o f a s ituation, it's usually too late to  make an objective, 
reasonable decision. Joshua d id n 't w ait on the west bank o f the Jor
dan fo r the army o f Jericho to  come to him. He confronted the en
emy at its strongest position— the fortress o f Jericho— and won. 
D on 't w ait to  be overwhelm ed by tem ptation before you decide 
what stand you w ill take. Do it now!

3. Base your decisions on truth, justice, and God's will, not on what is 
popular or politically expedient. Too many people w ait to  see what the 
rest o f the group th inks before they take a stand. That's extremely 
dangerous! Godly leaders "w ill not be bought o r so ld ." They w ill 
not "fea r to call sin by its right nam e." And they "w ill stand fo r the 
right though the heavens fa ll."1

Joshua took his stand firs t, before the rest o f the crowd, then in 
vited the people to jo in  him : "Choose fo r yourselves this day whom 
you w ill serve. . . . But as fo r me and my household, we w ill serve 
the Lord" (Joshua 24:15, NIV).

Douglas Foley is pastor of the Markham Woods
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Longwood, Fla.

HOW TO
Joshua 1 :6-9, 
16-18

1. Education, p. 57.
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OPINION
Key text: 

Numbers 14:7-9

“ However 
rebellious 

and unworthy 
Israel 

might be, 
the nation 

was still 
guided by the 

Fiery Pillar.”

□  March 23
Friday
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Joshua—
Patient Com mitment by F. Clifford Port

To walk in the footsteps o f Moses, to bridge Jordan w ith faith 
alone, to  conquer Jericho w ith  trum pet blasts and shouts— what 
awesome challenges Joshua faced! But somehow I suspect that his 
greatest test came years earlier, on the day he, Caleb, and the other 
spies returned from  the ir reconnaissance o f the Promised Land. It 
was a day o f great excitement, lo fty  hopes, and overw helm ing fear.

The spies all confirm ed God's promise o f a rich and fe rtile  land. 
W ho could argue w ith  a two-man-sized bunch o f grapes? But the 
people listened to the faithless ten w ho shook w ith  fear: “ All the 
people we saw there are o f great size. . . . We seemed like grass
hoppers . . . "  (Num. 13:31-33, NIV). Caleb and Joshua pleaded in 
vain: "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly 
good . . . the Lord . . . w ill lead us in to that land, a land flow ing  
w ith  m ilk and honey, and w ill give it to  us. . . . And do not be afraid 
o f the people o f the land, because we w ill swallow them  up. Their 
pro tection is gone, but the Lord is w ith  us" (Num. 14:7-9, NIV).

Caleb and Joshua were right. They gave an honest report, and 
stood by the ir convictions. But they were shouted down and threat
ened w ith  stoning.

How do you suppose Joshua fe lt as he turned his back on the 
boun tifu l land he had visited, turned back to the barren desert, w ith 
only the prom ise that in 40 years he m ight enter the Promised Land? 
There is no indignation qu ite  so satisfying to  indulge as righteous 
ind ignation, and Joshua had been quite right! A man o f shallow faith 
and marginal com m itm ent m ight have degenerated in to  cynical dis
illusionm ent, m ight have fo lded his ten t and slipped away w ith  his 
fam ily to  cross Jordan alone. But Joshua realized that however rebel
lious and unw orthy Israel m ight be, the nation was still guided by 
the Fiery Pillar. And Joshua stood by Jehovah and his people.

Scripture doesn't reveal a great deal about Joshua's role during 
the w ilderness wandering. It was undoubted ly d ifficu lt to  push from  
his m ind thoughts o f how utterly unnecessary th is miserable sojourn 
was. But day after dusty day, year after dreary year, he persevered. 
And when the mantle o f Moses fe ll on Joshua's capable shoulders, 
the generation that grew up during  those w ilderness years acknow l
edged his commission. His credentials had long since been estab
lished, and Israel was ready at last to  fo llo w  him through the swollen 
waters o f Jordan.

Joshua, not w ithou t faults, became deeply discouraged by the de
feat at A i, and later allowed him self to  be deceived by the Gibeon- 
ites. But his com m itm ent never faltered. W hen at the end o f his life 
he assembled the tribes and the ir elders at Shechem and challenged 
them to  choose fo r themselves between Jehovah and the gods of 
Canaan, he expressed his own position w ithou t equivocation: "As 
fo r me and my household, we w ill serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15, 
NIV).

The final testament to  Joshua's com m itm ent and the pow er of his 
example is the simple record that "Israel served the Lord th rough 
out the life tim e of Joshua and o f the elders w ho outlived him . . . "  
(Joshua 24:31, NIV).

F. Clifford Port is chief pilot for the Adventist 
Health System/Sunbelt.



1. W hat were the traits that made Joshua a great leader? Should we REACT 
expect all o f these traits from  our leaders today? If so, how Lesson 12 
should we deal w ith  those w ho fall short o f th is standard?

2. W hat do you consider to  be Joshua's greatest strength? Does the 
strength o f Joshua w h ich  you identified  correlate w ith  a weak
ness o f yours? If so, can you find  a possible solution among the 
How To suggestions?

3. W hat does Joshua's story say to  us about the relationship be
tween obedience and success? Between disobedience and fa il
ure?

4. W hen, if ever, should we abandon our own human efforts in fa
vor o f total dependence on divine power? In your op in ion , what 
is the proper com bination o f these two ingredients fo r success? 
Keep in m ind the key points in Joshua's career— crossing the Jor
dan, conquest o f Jericho, battle w ith  the five kings, etc.— as you 
answer.

5. Was Joshua right in m aintaining the covenant w ith  the C ibeonites 
after it was discovered that they tricked him into it? Does integ
rity  demand that you always keep your promises, even if it ap
pears you were taken advantage o f when the agreement was 
made?

6. W hy do you th ink  God held the entire camp o f Israel, including 
Joshua, responsible fo r Achan's sin (see Josh. 7)? Is there a sense 
in which we share the responsib ility fo r the sins o f fe llow  believ
ers, o r is each individual accountable solely fo r himself?

7. Joshua pled w ith  Israel not to  have any connection w ith  idolators, 
lest they be engulfed in sin (Josh. 23:7). In what ways can we ad- 

i here to  th is counsel, yet live and w ork and witness in our world?

8. Do you th in k  Joshua's call fo r a choice between Vahweh and 
o ther gods (Josh. 24:14,15) is relevant fo r today? If so, what gods 
o ther than Yahweh do you find  com peting fo r your worship? Is it 
possible to  have a god, o r be polytheistic, w ithou t realizing it?
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BENEFITS
OF THE COMMITTED

"A nd  my God w ill meet all your needs according 
h  to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus" (Philippians

h r  I T  h r  4 :19 , n iv j .

Lesson 13, March 25-31



The God of 
Grace and Surprise

It was not w ithou t pain that 
Naaman clim bed down from 
his horse and surveyed the 
m uddy river before him . It 
seemed as if no experience 
was so hum ilia ting  that it w ould 
not find  its way in to  his life.
First the disease which spread 
like fire  over his once strong 
body. Then to  be reduced to 
such hopelessness that a jo u r
ney in to  a tw o -b it country like 
Israel w ou ld  actually be con
sidered. And now to  find  h im 
self descending in to  a muddy 
ribbon o f water which w o u ld n 't 

■ pass fo r a creek back home.
A ll in hopes o f a cure.

It's hard to  believe that any
th ing  happened to  Naaman's 
heart in that river. It doesn't 
seem as if God was too  con
cerned about his fa ith  in the 
process o f healing him . One 
can almost hear the o ld war
rio r grum bling  w ith  every 
successive d ipp ing , and 
reaching fo r a towel after the 
seventh, certain that it was all 
in vain. And then came the sur
prise.

The surprise o f his life  was 
when he w iped away the 
m uddy water and found baby 
soft flesh instead o f sores. 
W hen he looked at his feet and 
counted all o f his toes. W hen 
he raised his hands over his 
head w ith o u t pain fo r the first 
tim e in months. The surprise o f 
find ing  healing and grace 

' where he least expected.
I th ink  it was the surprise 

which changed his heart.
W hich caused him to  leap on 
his horse and gallop back to the 
prophet's house. There he 
found  him self praising a new 

, God— an activity he was not 
especially fam iliar w ith . Naa
man— surprised by grace— left

everything behind him in that 
muddy river. And motivated by 
a pow erfu l new love fo r a 
pow erfu l, graceful God, found 
his way back to  Syria w ith  his 
health restored and his faith 
newborn.

W hy w ould  God heal such a 
man? W hy w ou ld  God honor 
this heathen general? W hy did 
God ignore the structure of 
kings and power, and w ork  in 
stead through a slave g irl, a 
co rrup t servant and Naaman's 
own soldiers? W hy have him 
dip in the river at all?

W hat was God try ing  to  do? 
From the biblical record, only 
one th ing  changes: Naaman is 
healed and finds faith in Yah- 
weh. W hich seems to  be the 
one th ing  fo r which God ¡sw ill
ing to pull all the stops. It 
seems clear that dispensing his 
grace in to  a needy w orld  is 
one of the things which God 
does w ith  abandon—free 
from  our structures and pre ju
dices.

One likes to  imagine that 
years later— after dozens of 
successful campaigns against 
the enemies o f his king, in 
c lud ing the people of God 
when necessary— the surprise 
stayed w ith  Naaman. The joy of 
counting his toes and adm ir
ing his young beautiful hands 
continued to  surprise him 
in to  seeing God's grace again. 
And making his way back to 
his garden, to  that little  patch 
o f earth he had brought home 
from  the prophet's house, Naa
man w ould kneel down and 
raise his strong arms and pray 
hosannas to the God o f grace 
and surprises. And he w ould  
ask fo r the grace to  be found 
in his life another day.

Ray Tetz is an Associate Pastor at Eagle Rock
Church in Los Angeles, and an Associate Youth
Director for the Southern California Conference.

INTRO
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Good Guys Always Win
LOGOS This quarter we have been studying the lives o f individuals who 

represent some form  o f com m itm ent. Some o f these were Jesus, 
Abraham, and Moses— all o f which illustrate steadfast com m itm ent. 
There was also Balaam, Samson, and Saul, w ho illustrate the results 
o f a partial o r broken com m itm ent.

W ith  the advantage o f ou r historical perspective it is easy to  theo 
rize about the lives o f these individuals, noting the results o f fa ith 
fulness or faithlessness, and develop a sim plistic "good  guys w in , 
bad buys lose" philosophy. However, when confronted w ith  the 
realities o f life, and when try ing  to cope w ith  daily stresses this o u t
look seems to be o f little  w orth . And in the heat o f tria l o r the pain 
o f sorrow  Billy Joel's statement on moral liv ing sounds true, "O n ly  
the Good Die Young."

How do "good  guys" win? The obvious, easy answer points to  a 
glorious fu tu re  reward. But what are the present, tangible benefits 
o f a com m itted life?

First of all "w in n in g " fo r the Christian does not mean a sm ooth, 
easy life. A com m itted life  is not a "g e t ou t o f jail fre e " card, o r the 
prom ise o f a painless com fortable existence. In fact, persecution is 
considered a blessing. "Blessed are you when people insult you, perse
cute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Re
joice and be glad" (Matt. 5:11,12, NIV).

Second, a Christian "w in s "  only on God's terms. The rivers o f Da
mascus w ould have been ineffective in curing Naaman's leprosy. He 
had to fo llow  God's command and wash in the Jordan (2 Kings 5: 
1-14). But when the com m itted Christian fo llows God's w ill, in peace 
or persecution, God supplies every need. The Israelites, on a 40- 
year trek through a hot, arid desert, lacked noth ing. Food was sup
plied in the form  o f manna (Ex. 16), water was brought ou t of the 
rocks (Ex. 17), and clo th ing  did not wear ou t (Deut. 29:5).

In all situations, w hether it be persecution, being blessed by God, 
or fo llow ing  his plan, the Christian is blessed because o f the pres
ence o f God. "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world" 
(Matt. 28:20).

Because o f God's continual presence, the com m itted individual is 
freed from  insecurity, fear, and stress. "Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." "I have told you these things, so 
that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world" (John 14:27; 16:33, NIV).

Though the com m itted life  involves sorrow  and hardship, true 
com m itm ent remains unchanged through the peace and courage o f 
Christ liv ing w ith in . "We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed.. . .  So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed every day"
(2 Cor. 4:8, 9, 16, RSV). Though sometimes the "g o o d " do die 
young, they always w in.

E. R. M  . ;

□  March 26 
Monday 
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The Invitation
There are many whose hearts are aching under a load o f care be- TESTIMONY 

cause they seek to  reach the w orld 's  standard. They have chosen its K e y  text: 
service, accepted its perplexities, adopted its customs. Thus the ir M atthew  
character is marred, and the ir life made a weariness. In order to  ^  -28-30 
gratify am bition and w o rld ly  desires, they w ound the conscience, 
and bring upon themselves an additional burden of remorse. The 
continual w orry  is w earing ou t the life forces. O ur Lord desires 
them  to  lay aside this yoke o f bondage. He invites them to accept 
His yoke; He says, "M y  yoke is easy, and My burden is lig h t."  He 
bids them  seek firs t the k ingdom  o f God and His righteousness, and 
His prom ise is that all th ings needful to  them fo r this life shall be 
added. W orry is b lind , and cannot discern the fu tu re ; bu t Jesus sees 
the end from  the beginning. In every d ifficu lty  He has His way pre
pared to  bring relief. O u r heavenly Father has a thousand ways to 
provide fo r us, o f w hich we know noth ing. Those w ho accept the 
one p rinc ip le  o f m aking the service and honor o f God supreme w ill 
find  perplexities vanish, and a plain path before the ir feet. . . .

Those w ho take C hrist at His w ord , and surrender the ir souls to  His 
keeping, the ir lives to  His ordering, w ill find  peace and quietude.
N oth ing o f the w orld  can make them sad when Jesus makes them “As through 
glad by His presence. In perfect acquiescence there is perfect rest. Jesus 
The Lord says, "Thou w ilt keep him in perfect peace, whose m ind is we enter 
stayed on Thee; because he trusteth in Thee." Isa. 26:3. O ur lives into rest, 
may seem a tangle; bu t as we com m it ourselves to  the wise Master heaven 
W orker, He w ill b ring ou t the pattern of life and character that w ill begins here.” 
be received in to  the Paradise o f God. A renovated race shall walk 
w ith  Him in w hite , fo r they are w orthy.

As th rough Jesus we enter in to  rest, heaven begins here. We re
spond to  His inv ita tion, Come, learn of Me, and in thus com ing we 
begin the life  eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless approaching to God 
through Christ. The longer we are in the heaven of bliss, the more 
and still more o f g lory w ill be opened to  us; and the more we know 
o f God, the more intense w ill be our happiness. As we walk w ith  Je
sus in this life , we may be filled  w ith  His love, satisfied w ith His pres
ence. All that human nature can bear, we may receive here. But 
what is th is compared w ith  the hereafter? There "are they before the 
th rone o f God, and serve Him day and n ight in His tem ple: and He 
that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them . They shall hunger 
no more, neither th irs t any more; neither shall the sun light on 
them , nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the m idst o f the throne 
shall feed them , and shall lead them unto liv ing fountains o f waters: 
and God shall w ipe away all tears from  the ir eyes." Rev. 7:15-17.

Exerpted from  The Desire 
o f Ages, pp. 330-332.

□  March 27 
Tuesday 
111



Gathering the
Benefits by Morris Venden, selected by Jim Ponder

EVIDENCE
Key text: 

John 6:48-63

“ It’s 
impossible 

for one 
person to 

have spiritual 
life for 

another.”

Excerpted from  Morris 
Venden, From Exodus 

to Advent (Nashville: 
Southern Publishing 

Association, 1980), pp.
36-40.

□  March 28
Wednesday
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The Israelites' experience w ith the manna in the wilderness illus 
trates, as Morris Venden shows, some crucial lessons on how  we can 
personally receive the benefits o f the com m itted life.

Jesus used the manna to  represent a great spiritual tru th . " I  am 
that bread o f life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and 
are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from  heaven, that a 
man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the liv ing bread w hich came 
down from  heaven: if any man eat o f this bread, he shall live fo r 
ever: and the bread that I w ill give is my flesh, which I w ill give fo r 
the life o f the w orld . The Jews therefore strove among themselves, 
saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”  (John 6:48-52).

Cannibals w ould  have easily m isunderstood His words . . . even 
the disciples were confused. But Jesus explained, "The words that I 
speak unto you, they are the spirit and they are life ."  (John 6:63).

If you have ever tried to figure out what's tangible about liv ing the 
Christian life , you've discovered three things: Cod's W ord , prayer 
and service fo r others. . . .

It seems to  me that the analogy o f John 6 contains one of the 
greatest lessons fo r the people of God w andering in the w ilderness 
today. Let's start w ith  the firs t clue from  . . . Exodus 16:16. "This is 
the th ing  which the Lord hath commanded, Gather o f it every man 
according to  his ea ting." Suppose that I hear about some great 
theologian w ho studies his Bible and prays fo r fou r hours a day, and 
I say, " I  guess I'd better do that to o ."  I try  It, and it doesn 't w ork  fo r 
me. Long before the fou r hours are up, I fall asleep.

Charles Atlas, it is said, could do two hundred pushups. I collapse 
after do ing ten. Maybe someday I w ill be able to  do tw o hundred. 
But not if I just sit around w aiting fo r it to  happen. I have to  keep 
doing my ten in the meantime. "G ather o f it every man according to 
his ea ting ." But at least, gather and eat.

The context of verses 16 to 18 is that the heads o f fam ilies went 
out to  gather enough manna fo r the ir fam ilies . . .  no more than 
they could eat. . . . Have you ever been in a situation where the 
head o f the fam ily assembles everyone fo r fam ily w orsh ip . . . ? The 
father reads fo r fo rty-five  minutes. O r . . . prays clear around the 
w orld , and some of them fall asleep on the ir knees. Perhaps the fa
ther wonders why nobody has any interest in fam ily w orsh ip— when 
he has been choking them  to  death. "G ather o f it every man accord
ing to  his own eating."

But although the heads o f the fam ily could co llect the manna, 
when it comes to eating It, everyone had to do it fo r himself. The 
baby has to  be fed, yes. But he's the one w ho has to  chew it, o r gum 
it, o r whatever he does w ith  his Gerber's baby food. He . . . has to  
assimilate it. It's Impossible fo r one person to  have spiritual life fo r 
another. Eating is a private, personal affair.

Morris Venden is pastor of the College View 
Church in Lincoln, Nebr. Jim Ponder is associate 
pastor, White Memorial Church in Los Angeles.



by Jim Clifford

The Meaning 
of Commitment

I had just fin ished my second piece o f toast and was eyeing the HOW TO 
loaf o f bread fo r another when the words on the package jum ped Key text: 
ou t at me. They said, "com m itted  to a natural and better way o f psa|m 37.5  g 
life ."

I asked myself, W hat does it really mean to be comm itted? If a 
person or organization is com m itted to a natural and better way of 
life  how  are they different? Are they health ier than o ther people? Do 
they live longer? Do they get sick less often? C om m itm ent in the 
case o f the bread means the bakery doesn't use sugar, preserva
tives, o r o ther unhealthfu l additives in the making of the ir bread.
They are com m itted to  a healthful way o f living.

We have been ta lk ing  about the benefits o f a com m itted life this 
quarter. But how  can we receive these benefits? To receive the 
benefits we must make the com m itm ent. And to  be com m itted 
means to :

1. Believe in what we say we are committed to. Each o f us has ques
tioned our com m itm ent at some tim e. Moses wondered about his 
when he saw the Red Sea in fro n t o f him , the Egyptian army behind 
him and a m illion  Israelites yelling at him . I w ould imagine at that 
m om ent he was tem pted to run like he had when he killed the Egyp
tian fo rty  years before. But he believed God w ould  take care of him 
and his people. He believed in spite o f all the evidence to the con
trary. If we are com m itted to  God's plan fo r our lives then we w ill 
believe he knows what he's doing when setbacks come our way.
This be lie f gives an inward peace that is tru ly  satisfying.

2. Act on what we believe in. Jesus certain ly did this. He had doubts 
at times w hether his mission to  save mankind w ould  ever be accom
plished. But he acted. He called men to  fo llow  him believing they 
w ou ld  carry on the w ork  o f te lling  the w orld  about him . W hen David 
was anointed by Samuel to  be the next king o f Israel both he and 
Samuel had the ir doubts, but David believed and acted. He d idn 't 
look very convincing to  Saul when he offered to figh t Goliath, but 
he believed and acted. And God used him in an incredib le way. We 
have beliefs that seem to  get no fu rther than in to  our minds. What 
we need is to  believe God and act on our com m itm ent.

3. Live by principle, not feeling. W hen someone is com m itted to 
som ething they give it the ir best e ffo rt; they keep on striving toward 
the ir goal. The going may get rough, the excitement may wear o ff (it 
usually does), but they keep on persevering. It is d ifficu lt to  live by 
p rinc ip le  rather than feeling. W hen you look at people w ho re
ceived the benefits o f a com m itted life  you realize this is what they 
d id . Jesus asked fo r the cup to pass (feelings) but he w ent on to  Cal
vary (princip le). We need to  learn the meaning of liv ing by princip le  
in our own lives.

Jim Clifford is the Associate Pastor of the Simi 
Valley Adventist Church.
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The
Greatest Need by Morton M. Woolley, M.D.

OPINION
Key text: 

Philippians 4:8

“Man’s 
greatest 

desire is not 
a stress-free 

life, but a 
truly 

meaningful 
life.”

□  March 30
Friday
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" I f  you don 't know  where you are going, any road w ill get you 
th e re !"

" But Dad, you d o n 't seem to understand. The m ajority o f my 
friends are trying to ge t out o f com m itm ents. They're n o t really in te r
ested in m aking more com m itm ents !"

The b righ t college sophom ore fe lt assured that he had convinc
ing ly ended his discussion regarding com m itm ent w ith this fina l ob 
servation:

"M y  friends see that com m itm ent brings them stress, g rie f and  
anxiety. Who needs that?"

Patiently, the young man's father listened to  his son's persuasive 
argum ent that noncom m itm ent is the stress-free way to  live. They 
then discussed com m itm ent to fam ily, church, school, friends and 
God.

V ik to r Frankl, in his book Man's Search fo r Meaning, proposes 
that man's greatest desire and need is not a stress-free life , bu t a 
tru ly  meaningful life. If his w ork and relationships are m eaningful, 
life is a constant joy. God has created man w ith  a brain w hich inevi
tably formulates the question, "W hat is life , what is life fo r, w hy am 
I here and what should I be doing about it?" Meaninglessness is the 
u ltim ate illness. It's sequelae are depression and death.

Frankl observed prisoners in Auschwitz w ho had everything taken 
away from  them. They had no clothes, they were on a starvation diet 
and all the ir earthly possessions had been confiscated. However, 
some o f these individuals survived because they realized that life  is 
more than clothes, food and possessions. Stripped o f all o f life 's 
usual support systems, these individuals maintained that life  has 
meaning, w hich carried them through the devastation o f concentra
tion  camp.

In his book Adaptation to Life, Harvard psychiatrist George E. 
Vaillant studied the characteristics of "successfu l" men. The most 
evident com m itm ent which he found in these successful individuals 
was altruism . M eaningful altruism is basic to  the Christian ethic, and 
a com m itm ent to the welfare o f others is the road to  fe llow sh ip  w ith  
God and man. Christians w ho are genuinely happy are com m itted to 
a cause w hich equals— or slightly exceeds— the ir ability.

Dr. Morton M. Woolley is Surgeon-in-Chief at Chil
drens Hospital of Los Angeles, and Professor of 
Surgery at University of Southern California.



1 . The In troduction  suggests that it was the surprise of healing that REACT 
prom pted Naaman to  a faith com m itm ent. Do you agree? Does Lesson 13 
God give everyone this kind o f surprise?

2. Do you th ink  that suffering is tru ly  an inevitable com ponent o f 
the com m itted life? Doesn't God prom ise believers peace, joy 
and the abundant life? If everything is going w e ll, does that mean 
you aren 't tru ly  committed?

3. Is it p roper to  serve God because we want to  receive the benefits 
o f the Christian life , o r should our motives be entire ly unselfish?

4. Does com m itm ent increase or reduce stress?

5. Are the fo llow ing  in any way valid indicators o f com m itm ent to  
Christ:

— am ount o f tim e spent on enterta inm ent 
— am ount o f money spent on entertainm ent 
— am ount o f money given to church
— num ber o f hours spent in uncompensated labor fo r the 

church
— am ount o f tim e spent in personal devotions

6. Does com m itm ent really bring meaning to  life? If so, how?



Coming Next Quarter:

KNOWING GOD

1. Believing That He Is
Key Texts— Heb. 11:6; John 1:9; Job 38:28,29; John 5:39; 1 John 
4:16

2. How God Is Known
Key Texts—1 C o r.2:14; Rom. 1:20; 2 Peter 1:21; John20:29

3. Naming God

4. The Voice of Nature

5. God's U ltimate Revelation

6. The W itness o f the Spirit

7. Testimony in Stone

8. Symbols o f Salvation

9. The Families o f God

10. Temples fo r God's Spirit

11. M isconceptions about God

12. Known by God

13. A Saving Knowledge

This quarter's w riters include E. E. Cleveland, Ron Halverson, W ard 
H ill, Benjamin Reaves and M orris Venden.

To order the Collegiate Quarterly, contact your Adventist Book Center 
o r w rite  to :

Pacific Press Publishing Association 
P.O. Box 7000 
M ounta in  V iew, CA 94039

Prices:
One-year subscription - $5.20 ($6.40 outside U.S.A.)
Single Copy - $1.30 ($1.55 outside U.S.A.)



From the publishers of the 
Collegiate Quarterly . . .

Colleqe People
The magazine with a Christian perspective on issues that concern you

- finances
- sexuality
- coping with college
- entertainment
- theology

Now published 9 times per year, each issue of College People brings you
- in-depth articles by thought leaders like Jack Provonsha, Tom Dybdahl, 

Morris Venden and many more
- great cartoons
- forthright analysis o f current issues in the church
- meaningful studies in the Word

Subscribe now! —1 year (9 issues) for only $12.60
bulk orders (20 or more) only $9.00 per subscription plus postage

ColUqE PEople
3800 S. 48th St.
Lincoln, NE 68506



Kretschmar H all

ENGINEERED
Q U A L I T Y

T h e  s tu d e n ts  ta k in g  c la sses  in  
K retschm ar Hall at Walla W alla C ollege 
are pursu ing  a degree in one o f  to d ay ’s 
rare h igh -dem an d  careers.

E ngineering.
E ngineering study at Walla W alla C o l

lege at ou r School o f  E ngineering  spells 
no th ing  less than quality. A nd, as a result 
o f  o u r na tionw ide affiliation p rog ram , 
studen ts from  all over the co u n try  and 
around  the w orld  are taking engineering 
at the only A dventist college that offers 
baccalaureate degrees in this field.

B ut w hile these cosm opolitan  people 
s tudy  engineering, som eth ing  else excit
ing is going on . Instead o fju s t im m ersing  
them selves in ou r excellent science and 
technology classes, engineering students 
are also part o f  a tw o -th o usand  m em ber 
studen t body  u nd ertak ing  the  v ib ran t 
challenge o f  a liberal arts education . T hey  
rub  shoulders w ith  fu ture co m puter spe
cialists, doc tors, pastors, nu rses, jo u r 
nalists and teachers at a school com m ited  
to  educating no t only for degrees, bu t for 
life as well.

If  y o u ’re th ink ing  about a degree in 
engineering, th ink  ab ou t W alla W alla 
C ollege , w here  a quality  eng ineerin g  
education is m uch m ore than ju s t en
gineering.

Write: Engineering Program, Walla 
Walla College, College Place, W A 99324.

Walla Walla College 
Christ-centered quality since 1892 "-If'



For some people, a ski trip is a major undertaking: travel arrangements, reservations, 
time o ff from work. But when you live and work in Denver, you can hit the powder at a 
moment's notice.

Colorado offers almost limitless recreational choices . . . mountain climbing, four- 
wheeling, exploring abandoned mining towns, boating, sailing and water skiing, and of 
course snow skiing. You can also enjoy major league sports, and take advantage o f a wide 
variety o f educational and cultural resources in the Mile-High City. Recreational activities, 
sports, cultural and educational opportunities plus over 300 sunny days every year, all add 
up to  a hard-to-beat combination.

Hundreds o f nurses, technologists, therapists and other health care specialists from all 
parts o f the country have come to Porter Memorial Hospital, to advance their professional 
careers. Situated in a quiet residential neighborhood in south Denver, Porter is a 352-bed 
hospital providing general acute-care services, w ith  specialities in cardiovascular surgery, 
pediatrics, ophthalmology, psychiatry, orthopedics and oncology. ^

Contact our personnel office about jo in ing  a leader In health care!
PORTER
M E M O R IA L  •  2525 S. Downing St. •  Denver, CO 80210» (303) 778-5611
H O S P ITA L


