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W e lc o m e  to  
CQ 's W o rld

The following pages represent the creative energy of a truly interna
tional group of Adventist young adults. The map above indicates the loca
tions of the writers who have participated in CQ’s writing program for this 
quarter.

In producing this unique Sabbath School Bible study guide, four hun
dred individuals contribute to CQ each year. The wide variety and occa
sional repetition of the content reflects the great diversity of its contributors 
around the world as they respond individually to the subject under study.

Worldwide circulation of CQ is about 70,000. It is published in English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Indonesian, Finnish, Russian, French, 
Romanian, and Croatian.



C Q  Insiders |

T h e  C Q  Insiders fo r  this  
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Andie M. Neale, St. Kitts 
Ephraim Obuolloh, Kenya 
George A. Onsando, Kenya 
Sarah Sologuren, Australia 
Gil H. Villamater, Jr., Philippines 
Elvis Walemba, UK

Here’s a unique opportunity to be a year ahead of the curve! 
You can serve as a personal consultant to CQ— to preview 
material more than a year before it is to be published in print 
form. Each time a manuscript is completed (four times a year), 
you’ll receive exclusive email directions for accessing and eval
uating a week’s lesson of a coming issue of CQ. W e’re looking 
forward to having you as a part of the team!

The only way to participate in this exciting new program is to 
register online at

http://cq.adventist.org/insiders/insiders.cfmx

http://cq.adventist.org/insiders/insiders.cfmx


Questions?
Sabbath School 

University has answersI
Sabbath School University is a

28-minute discussion of CQ and the 
Adult Bible Study Guide. SSU discusses 
the lesson content and strategies to enrich 
your Sabbath School with fellowship, 
outreach, Bible study, and missions. 
Sabbath School leaders, don’t miss this 
weekly broadcast on the Adventist 
Television Network.

http://Adventist.TV
broadcast and program information

http://Adventist.TV


Is your church listening to you?
Do you have 
questions or 
comments for 
your church 
leaders?

It's time to make your voice heard!

Hit

www. tetstalk. adventist. org
Your direct line to the office of the General Conference President, Pastor lian Paulsen

Let's Talk is a web site dedicated to promoting communication between 
church leaders and Adventist young people up to 25 years of age. It 
comes to you from the General Conference Office of the President.



This Q u a rte r 's  
Illus tra to r

Sally Phan currently lives in Adelaide, South Australia, with 
her two sisters, one little brother, and her mum and dad. She is 
currently studying for a bachelor’s degree in visual arts and 
applied design and one day hopes to become a professional 
ceramicist. Her interests are food, sleep, sleep, and God (you’ll 
catch her sleeping in almost every morning). Her dislikes are 
smelly breath and essays. Her favorite expression is “Go deep 
for God.”
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G e ttin g  th e  m ost 
O u t  o f C Q

FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
CQ is based on the conviction that the Word of God offers transforming power 

and that group study is one important way to tap into that power. CQs purpose is 
to provide Seventh-day Adventist young adults with a resource for devotional study 
on mutual topics, which can then be discussed each week In Sabbath School. 
Many who use the Adult Bible Study Guide find that because CQ deals with the 
same topics, It enriches lesson study and discussion as a supplemental aid.

Four hundred Adventist young adults contribute to CQ each year. The wide vari
ety and occasional repetition of the content reflects the great diversity of Its con
tributors around the world as they respond creatively and individually to the subject. 

Circulation of CQ is about 70,000.

POINTERS FOR STUDY
1. Through prayer, open your mind to the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you study.
2. The Bible passages on which each week’s lesson are based appear in bold 

type in the “Logos” portion of the lesson. Read these entire passages.
3. The Bible passages for the week are usually divided Into sections on the 

“Logos” pages. When studying these sections, carefully reread the Bible passages 
indicated in bold headings before reading the comments beneath the headings.

4. Read the other sections for the week with the perspective you have gained 
from your own study of the biblical passages.

5. Keep in mind the purposes of each section of the Bible study guide: 
“Introduction” is designed to stimulate your interest and focus your thinking on

the week’s theme.
“Logos” is a guide for direct study of the Bible passages for the week. 
‘Testimony” presents Ellen White’s perspective on the lesson theme. 
“Evidence” approaches issues raised by the lesson from a historical, scien

tific, philosophical, or theological perspective.
“How-To” discusses what the abstractions in the lesson mean for day-to-day 

living.
“Opinion” is a personal viewpoint on the lesson meant to encourage further 

thought and discussion.
“Exploration” provides the reader with a variety of open-ended, creative ways 

to explore the topic of the week’s lesson.

CQ AND THE CHURCH
CQ is the General Conference-approved Bible study guide for the young-adult 

age group. It upholds the beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. However, its 
contents should not be regarded as official pronouncements of the church.
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Lesson 1
M arch 26-A pril 2

Introducing
Jesus, the Son 
of God

"A voice came from heaven: 'You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased' "  (Mark 1:11, NIV).



R ecognizing th e  
Truth

Sabbath 
M arch 26

INTRODUCTION
Isa. 40:3; Mark 1:1-11

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God' ’’ (Isa. 40:3, NKJV).

I’ll never forget the day I met my new boss. He’d bought the medical center at 
which I worked, and we’d sent out a zillion letters to the patients informing them of 
his arrival. He was to start work on August 10. At some stage before that, he’d 
come in to work to meet the existing staff.

It was a quiet day at work. One of those days when no one wants to see the 
interim doctor and everyone wants to wait until next week to see the new doctor. 
One of those days that seem to never end.

A man came into the surgery. He was tall. He was balding. There was nothing 
outstanding about him. Except there was. He asked for me by name. He came into 
the nurses’ office and leaned against the bed.

And I knew, without anyone 
telling me, that this was the new 
boss. There was an air of 
authority about him, as if he 
owned the place.

Mark launches straight into his gospel with an account of John the Baptist 
meeting Jesus. It’s a simple account. John is preaching repentance and offering 
baptism. He’s also waiting for One greater than he, One whose sandal strap he is 
not worthy of loosening (Mark 1:7).

John baptized many people. But he always watched for the Promised One. He 
didn’t know for sure that he was waiting for Jesus. He probably didn’t even know 
what Jesus looked like.* But when Jesus came to John, requesting baptism, John 
knew that he had met the One.

There was no doubt. In John 1:29 we are told that “John saw Jesus coming 
toward him and said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world!” ’ (NIV).

Moments later, as Jesus came up out of the water after His baptism, a voice 
from heaven confirmed John’s testimony: “ ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you 
I am well pleased’ ” (Mark 1:11, NIV).

There’s no dillydallying here. Mark believed, as did John the Baptist, that Jesus 
was the Son of God. Period.

* The Desire o f Ages, chap. 11.

It was a quiet day at work.

Christine Miles, Auckland, New Zealand



Sunday
M arch 27 A  C h ild  You 1 

Least Expected
OGOS

Eccles. 8:7; Matt. 1:21; Mark 1:1-20; Luke 1:31

There was a time in ancient Israel when the people were in distress. Why? It’s 
because after years of bondage and freedom, they were again conquered, 
besieged, and ruled by a foreign country, and administered politically and liter
ally by a government other than their own. It was the Roman Empire who ruled 
among them.

According to the teachings of Israel’s forefathers, someone very special would
be born from the line of David 
and would forever rule Israel. He 
would restore God’s chosen 
nation to its glorious days. Then 
came Jesus Christ, born out of 
the simplest animal stable.

A Wonderful Promise (Gen. 3:15; Jer. 33:14)
Even before humanity’s fall to sin and misery, a solution was already waiting for 

them. The Promised One was already on His mission to save the human race.
In school before we submit a project, it passes through a lot of questioning, cor

rections, and feasibilities. Even at work we do a lot to ensure that fail-safe condi
tions are met. This is to ensure that in the event of disaster, no harm would hap
pen, no further damage would result, and the trouble would be contained and 
repaired immediately. In the same manner, it is God’s priority to immediately 
restore balance and harmony throughout the entire universe—which is stirred by 
one rebellious planet called Earth.

Fulfilling a Solution (Mark 1:2, 3; John 1:23)
During my elementary years at Polillo Adventist Institute, we performed a 

Christmastime play that portrayed the wonderful birth of Jesus Christ. I was one of 
the main characters. It was a wonderful opportunity to share with both old and new 
converts the deep empathy God has for this fallen planet. It is the Lord God’s 
desire that through Jesus Christ we would all be saved.

The young man Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth, and 
then, clearing His bench for the last time and carefully putting away the tools He 
would never use again, left His carpenter shop and set out to Jordan.

“It was the parting of the ways for Him. Behind Him lay the precious mem
ories of boyhood and youth, with pleasant workdays and happy Sabbaths 
around His old home, and hours of bliss spent with His heavenly Father upon

"The w orld for Christ was 
not a place of ease and 
self-aggrandizement."
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the mountainside and in the nearby fields and forest.
“Ahead were days of toil and sorrow, of temptation and trial. Messiah would be 

King someday, He knew, but He must die before He could reign. He would be ‘a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.’ The Holy Scriptures said so. Yet He did 
not draw back. He must now begin the wonderful ministry of preaching, teaching, 
and healing to which God had called Him.

“Striding bravely down the steep mountain trail, He made His way to John—to 
Bethabara, Gethsemane, and Calvary.”1

The Ministry at Hand (Mark 1:9—18)
Prior to the fulfillment that He would die for the sins of many, John baptized 

Jesus Christ. John was the forerunner of the ministry of Christ. “And he went into 
all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the remis
sion of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make His 
paths straight.” ’ . . .  When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus 
also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. And the Holy 
Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from 
heaven which said, ‘You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.’ Now Jesus 
Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 
the son of Joseph, the son of Heli” (Luke 3:3, 4, 21-23, NKJV).

The ministry of Jesus Christ was now in full force. Of royal descent, however, 
Jesus did the opposite of what most of Israel wanted: the downfall and annihilation 
of Roman rule in Israel. Instead, He went about His ministry the other way around: 
loving His enemies, caring for them, uplifting the troubled, saving the lost, healing the 
sick, and telling everyone how God loves us so much that He wants us close to Him.

‘The world for Christ was not a place of ease and self-aggrandizement. He was 
not watching for an opportunity to seize its power and its glory. It held out no such 
prize for Him. It was the place into which His Father had sent Him. He had been 
given for the life of the world, to work out the great plan of redemption. He was 
accomplishing His work for the fallen race.”2

Jesus Christ came with a great task that He was able to fulfill two thousand 
years ago. Today, we are to be glad that such an event already happened. Until that 
wonderful day we look forward to His return; reconciliation is imminent. Our task: 
to tell about a wonderful person, born as a child, raised like each one of us, yet 
able to provide our almost hopeless separation from sin. This was and still is His 
ministry. It’s our duty bound by love to share.

1. Arthur S. Maxwell, The Bible Story, vol. 7, p. 96.
2. The Desire of Ages, p. 451.

G il H. Villamater, Jr., A ntipo lo  City, Philippines

13



M onday 
M arch 28 S w allo w ed  Ego I

TESTIMONY
John 3:30

“You are closed-minded.”
That sudden remark from a fellow student council member startled me. I felt the 

Impulse to deny her comment, but I chose to remain silent, contemplating what 
could have been her basis for saying so. Undeniably I was hurt. But why?

I’m in my senior year in the university, but I have yet to recover totally from cul
ture shock. I hear others argue about God’s existence. I could not help turning my 
head on cross-dressing [St.] Eves. Could it ever have dawned upon Adam that his 
descendant sons would later follow his wife’s fashion rather than his own? I could 
think of many other instances in which I blurted a resounding “Why?” over things 
that I thought would sadden God.

Can people get any worse? I keep wondering. Things aren’t supposed to be 
this way. God has a better way.

Perhaps that’s the reason I was hurt. I cannot accept that God’s standard of
goodness is disregarded, and those 
who believe in it are discriminated 
against. But I am rather comforted 
that “ ‘as it is, you do not belong to 
the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world 
hates you’ ” (John 15:19, NIV).

That the world hates us should in no way dishearten us. The Bible has a rich 
collection of stories of martyrdom, believers who have given up everything and 
have endured humiliation for God’s sake. In most instances the most difficult to sur
render is one’s ego—the true reason that I reacted as I did to my fellow council 
member’s comment. But “those who are true to their calling as messengers for 
God will not seek honor for themselves. Love for self will be swallowed up in love 
for Christ.”*

I have a great lesson to gain from the apostles who have given their Yes to God. 
They must also have had hurtful remarks thrown at them by the world.

I am still shocked by the news that a close friend of mine is involved in a homo
sexual relationship. But it will hurt less if somebody comments that I’m closed- 
minded. What is my ego compared to all the things that God has given up for me?

* The Desire of Ages, p. 179.

Kristine HeizeI M. Ballad, A ntipo lo City, Philippines

That the world hates us 
should in no way 

dishearten us.
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Tu esday

T h e  P ow er o f A ctions ^— March 29

EVIDENCE
Matt. 25:40; Mark 3:33-35

‘The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (Mark 1:1, 
NIVj.This is the opening statement of Mark. Introducing Jesus as the Son of God, 
Mark implies that Christ has a mission and that it is to proclaim the kingdom of God 
and fulfill the plan of salvation.

A brief account of the works of John the Baptist proves that John was indeed 
the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1, reinforcing the authenticity of the 
Christian faith. We are all also, from another perspective, like John the Baptist. We 
should also prepare the way of Christ to our hearts, clear away all obstacles, 
remove all that will hinder us from reflecting God’s glory before Christ can advance 
into our lives.

Mark relates the life of Christ and presents Him as a man of action, focusing 
more on His ministries. He begins his Gospel record with the baptism of Christ, the 
start of His public ministry. Why focus on Jesus’ actions? What is it in His actions 
that caught the interest of Mark?

One of the better ways, if not the best way, of proving and believing something 
is to see it first. Before a man, accused of, let us say, stealing, can be convicted of 
the crime, evidence must be 
presented first, proving that he 
really did steal. And the very 
best evidence that can be pre
sented is the testimony of a wit
ness. This is Mark’s way of 
proving Jesus is the Messiah, 
proving by the witness of His divine power, which, presumably, would be more con
vincing to his intended readers—Christians of a Gentile, perhaps Roman, back
ground. His emphasis on miracles makes apparent his purpose to highlight the 
mighty power of God as evidenced by the many signs and wonders performed by 
Jesus.

But as we all know, although Christ’s character through His actions unfolded 
right before the very eyes of the people, the sad thing is that they rejected Him. 
Now we have more than enough reasons to believe in Him. And the best way of 
expressing that we really believe in Him is by reflecting God’s character through 
our actions, by showing our concern and love to our fellow human beings. Matthew 
25:40 says, “ ‘Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you 
did it to Me’ ” (NKJV).

W hat is it in Jesus' actions 
that caught the interest 

of Mark?

Joey G. Pangilinan, Quezon City, Philippines
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W ednesday
M arch 30 Public C o m m itm e n t

or Private Confession?
HOW -TO
Mark 1:9-11

I sat in the uncomfortable pews of a half-empty church recently, chuckling to 
myself as the generously proportioned minister sank into the overfull baptismal font, 
sending a wave of water over the sides, instantly causing the elderly deaconess to 
launch into disaster-recovery mode. My friend mused sarcastically, “Such embar
rassment at this big public event.” This got me thinking. This was no public event like 
Jesus’ baptism. In fact, most of the regular congregation had opted literally to inter
pret “day of rest” as an opportunity to snooze the afternoon away.

Why, then, are we baptized these days? It’s supposed to be a public announce
ment of our love for Christ. Yet it’s not
as if we’ve appeared on TV or the
front-page news. Are we missing the 
point of baptism? Not really. Baptism is 
necessary for a number of reasons. It 
is a symbol of our ultimate weapon in 

the fight against temptation. Also, It is ultimately designed to make us accountable.
Accountability. I’m always being asked by my girlfriend to make promises: 

“Promise me you’ll pick me up at five.” “Promise me you’ll return those overdue 
video rentals.” When we are baptized, we confirm our love for Christ to all who are 
interested, and we accept that these people will hold us accountable. It’s a big 
promise, where God, our church, and our spiritual mentors say, “Promise me you’ll 
live up to what you’re saying by being baptized.”

And baptism is a promise from God. It’s a promise that we’ll have the tools to 
fight off the temptations that will come our way. “He saw the heavens split open and 
the Holy Spirit descending like a dove on him” (Mark 1:10, NLT). “The light which
fell from the open portals upon the head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray
for help to resist temptation. The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every believ
ing soul, This is My beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.”*

Jesus’ baptism was a spiritually moving event. But we don’t need to get on the 
front page of the paper to achieve what God meant when He asked for a public 
commitment of our love for Him. Just focus on the spirituality of the event, as a 
promise, between you and God.

REACT
1. How does accountability affect our actions?
2. How does Jesus’ temptation in verses 12-14 relate to baptism?

* The Desire of Ages, p. 113.

Jonathan Lis, Esperance, Australia

Baptism is a promise 
from  God.

16



_________________________________________  Thursday
■ ■ n  *—» k M srch 31The Presence o f G race I— —-----

OPINION
2 Cor. 2:15

The first chapter of the book of Mark reveals the Son of God earning great 
respect and adoration through the response of John the Baptist, when he said 
these words: “ ‘After me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals 
I am not fit to carry’ ” (Matt. 3:11, NIV). The words tell us of how awesome and 
exceedingly powerful the ministry of Jesus was. The plan of salvation was unfold
ing right before the very eyes of John.

Jesus knew His mission; He knew that He would suffer more pain even at the 
beginning. Right after His baptism, He was tempted but victorious because His 
eyes never left His Father, the Source of His strength. Many Christians today are 
failing their faith because they are looking in the wrong direction. Criticism, selfish
ness, and pride cloud the heart and mind, preventing the entrance of love into their 
lives. Let us abide in God for He alone Is the Source of divine love (1 John 4:16).

Jesus didn’t fail in His mission of selecting His very first disciples. Through Him 
they changed into the kind of persons that He wanted them to become. There 
Is power in the Word of God in 
transforming every wicked 
heart into perfection (Heb.
4:12), as evidenced in the life of 
Peter.

Peter became one of the 
best-loved disciples because of 
His warmhearted loyalty and 
devotion to Christ. At the end of 
his life, Peter was an example of courage, filled with the Spirit of Christ. He was 
indeed an apostle who laid down his life with the deepest gratitude for the mercy 
and privilege given to Him. His life was a testimony of the power of God’s grace. It 
Is evident in his letters that he was one whose “entire being had been transformed 
by grace, and whose hope of eternal life was sure.”*

Through Him they changed 
into the kind of persons 
that He wanted them to  

become.

REACT
1. To what extent do our wicked hearts have to be transformed into perfection 

before we can be saved?
2. What does it mean in practical terms to “abide in God”? What actual things 

can you do today to do this?

* The Acts of the Apostles, p. 517.

Raem on G. Co, A ntipo lo  City, Philippines
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Friday
A p ril 1 H e Is, T h e re fo re

H e  Is |
EXPLORATION

Matt. 3:17

CONCLUDE
There is abundant proof in the Gospels—and indeed throughout the entire 

Bible—that Jesus is the Son of God. Those who believe and accept Him as such 
confirm their commitment to Him through baptism. This is the beginning of a part
nership between God and the believer that operates as long as we accept His 
grace in our lives. This transforming grace is the greatest weapon in overcoming 
sin and a clear channel for God’s divinity to be portrayed in us.

CONSIDER
■  Painting a picture that shows Jesus performing a miracle or with the dove 

descending on Him after His baptism. Ask friends or even strangers to 
interpret what the painting means to them.

■  Listing the world religions and the number of followers in each. From this 
list compare how many people are in a religion that believes that Jesus is 
the Son of God.

■  Memorizing Matthew 3:16, 17 and telling about the circumstances sur
rounding those texts to someone who doesn’t know.

■  Visiting a hymns Web site such as <www.cyberhymnal.org> and using the 
phrase “Son of God” in its search engine. Find a song and sing it or play it.

■  Playing a game of biblical “guesstures” with a group of friends. This is a 
game in which pantomime gestures must portray a physical act of Jesus 
while here on earth.

■  Conducting with friends or classmates a mock trial in which the defendant 
is role-playing Jesus and is therefore accused of being the Son of God. 
Have both the defense team and the prosecution give evidence to support 
their side based strictly on the Bible.

■  Journaling your actions for a day and comparing them to what you think— 
based on your knowledge of the Scriptures—Jesus would do.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, pp. 109-113.
Editors Bryan Ball and William Johnsson, The Essential Jesus.

Faith Griffiths Hunter, Beltsville, M aryland  
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Lesso n  2 
A p ril 2-9

A m azing
Miracle

w orker

"Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and 
touched the man. 'I am willing/ he said. 'Be clean!' " 

(Mark 1:41, NIV).



Sabbath
A p ril 2 H ea lth  O n ly  to  th e  1 

O n e  W h o  W ants  It  |
NTRODUCTION

Mark 2:17

Sergio was a young man who, from the age of ten, required a pacemaker for 
his heart. Whenever he became ill, he and his family lived through great anxiety, 
but after surgery they became more accustomed to his condition. As time passed 
and intensive care and rehabilitation became a thing of the past, little by little he 
learned to ignore his condition; he hated to think about it or about ever again set
ting foot in a hospital.

After some years passed, it became necessary to replace the apparatus. As he 
was thinking about his future, he met a man, apparently ill, whose skin was cov

ered with red scars and who 
. '  ~ ~ T  " ~ ~  ~  |  smelled awful. Seeing fear in his

Little by little his health I  eyes, the man explained that some 
w a s  im p r o v in g .  I  time earlier he had experienced

I  fever and coughing and thought 
that it was simply a cold that would 

pass. But as the days wore on and he didn’t get better, he recognized that he 
needed specialized help. He went to a famous doctor’s hospital and was diag
nosed as having measles.

Despite everything, he was happy because he had been so much worse 
before. The doctor had given him medications, and little by little his health was 
improving. “I’ll never forget,” said the sick man, “that I should go to the hospital, 
even when I don’t feel that ill, because these scars will never let me forget.” 

Sergio ignored the man’s recommendation and refused to think about the doc
tor, the one who treated all, regardless of how poor, dirty, delinquent, or guilty they 
were. He thought only about how fortunate he was that his pacemaker was not vis
ible to others and that no one was aware of his condition. He thought he was bet
ter off than the man he’d just met, whose scars would tell the world that he had 
been very ill.

Before leaving, the sick man said to Sergio: “If you ever need health, go to the 
doctor and he will provide a way out.”

Finally, Sergio recognized that he needed a doctor, and he went to the hospital 
so he could be treated for his heart.

In the same way, the Physician of all physicians is at our disposal at all times. 
All we have to do is accept His diagnosis and His plan for health. He reminds us 
of our sinful state and the need we have of a Savior and Redeemer. Jesus said, 
“ ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners’ ” (Mark 2:17, NIV).

M ery A lin  N unez Thomann, Entre Rios, A rgentina

20



Sunday

A  D e b ilita tin g  1------- A p ril 3

Illness
EVIDENCE
Mark 1:40, 41

It’s probable that you’ve never suffered an incurable disease and one so difficult 
as leprosy. In Bible times this disease was considered to be the most terrible of all. 
Caused by the virus mycrobacterium leprae, today the so-called “Hansen’s dis
ease” is classified by medical science in various classes according to how it man
ifests itself.

Leprosy continues to be an infectious disease, contagious only through pro
longed and continuous contact with the infected person. But it is not hereditary. It 
gains ground in the host body beginning with cutaneous lesions, in the form of 
spots that at first are smooth but soon begin to grow and become irregular. It 
affects the peripheral nerves and produces debilitating deformities. Feeling is lost, 
a kind of “anesthesia” sets in all over the body and spontaneous amputations of 
the fingers and toes may occur.

Jesus has the power to cure and save. The one goes hand in hand with the 
other.

The disease’s progression is very slow, and that’s why many who are infected 
can live for decades with the 
disease and can die with the 
disease but not necessarily 
because of it.

Leprosy was considered a 
divine punishment. The victim 
was required to live far from the city, family, friends, and work. It’s not hard to imag
ine that such individuals bore a heavy load, the discrimination because of fear of con
tagion and the rejection they felt from God because they considered themselves as 
being punished.

In this context the leper in the story came near Jesus. Since Elisha’s time no 
one had heard that anyone could cure leprosy, but this man heard about the Great 
Physician and decided to seek Him out. It was Jesus who placed Himself in this 
man’s path. Seeing Jesus cure many sick people, the leper sought a possible way 
out. He ran to the Master, and reaching Him, threw himself at His feet saying, “ ‘If 
You are willing, You can make me clean’ ” (Mark 1:40, NKJV). As Jesus touched 
the man, He replied, “ ‘I am willing; be cleansed’ ” (verse 41, NKJV).

In the original Greek text, the word “cure” has the same meaning as “save.” 
Although in this case the leper asks to be clean, do you believe that the cleanli
ness that he seeks refers merely to being cured of his physical sickness?

Analia Griselda Noez, Entre Rios, Argentina
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M o n d a y
A p ril 4 The C hris t | 

W ith  A u th o rity  |
-OGOS

Mark 1:21-2:17

The life of Jesus presents us with some basic lessons that we should consider in 
understanding the way in which He operated in the lives of those who followed Him.

The theme of this section in Mark is the authority of Jesus. Where did Jesus’ 
authority come from? How was His authority expressed? This is what Mark tries to 
answer in the selection of stories that he chooses to record.

He has authority over demons. Jesus did not fear the demon because He 
knew where power came from. I’m always surprised when people talk about Satan. 
Many times we sound as if the devil has more power than God, but this is not true.

He is a conquered foe who is 
fallen and defeated. God will give 
us the power to overcome and 
confront the enemy of God face 
to face and say, “Be gone. You 
have no authority over me! I am 

a Christian, a child of God who has been saved by the Cross. I am victorious 
through Christ’s victory in me.”

He has authority over diseases. Disease— a byproduct of sin—shows the 
scars of a creation that has fallen into a situation that God never planned; howev
er, God has power over disease and can defeat it. When Jesus healed Peter’s 
mother-in-law, He sent a message of hope to all those who have been victims of 
disease. God knows when, how, and whom to heal. That is His prerogative and we 
should learn to trust in Him.

He has authority over prejudice. When Jesus heals the leper, He demon
strates that His authority exceeds all because He does and says what no one else 
does. This Jesus who touches the leper in his pain, who incorporates the public life 
by healing him physically and socially, is the Christ who teaches us that all who 
consider themselves His disciples begin a process that implies breaking myths that 
segregate and discriminate against people. To the horror of those at the time, He 
treats a leper as a human being worthy of compassion, mercy, and love. He inte
grates him completely into society, something unheard of in His day. What a mag
nificent lesson for us today!

He has the authority to pardon sins. In the case of the paralytic it is evident 
that the center of this story is Christ challenging the scribes and their interpreta
tion, demonstrating that His authority is greater than theirs.

The subtlety in the story of the friends who bring their friend to Christ is that they 
come seeking one thing and leave with something totally different. They seek a

Jesus changes the way we 
look at the world.
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physical cure, but Jesus understands that what the diseased needs the most is for
giveness from sin. He knows well that disease is often caused by lifestyle. Jesus 
forgives him and thus challenges the entire society of the day, which did not believe 
forgiveness was possible.

He has the authority to call His followers. When He said to Levi, “Follow me,” 
such is the authority with which Jesus speaks that the publican sees no other 
option than to follow Him.

Jesus is the One who calls. Sometimes we give a false impression, especially 
in church, when we make it seem that a certain board is calling a certain person 
to serve in the church work. This is false. The call is from Christ, and if a person is 
not called by Christ, no matter how much an administrative board may try, they will 
not succeed.

He has the authority to mingle with sinners. This was a challenge to con
ventional traditions. If Jesus walked the streets of our cities today, what section 
would He visit first? Who would He mingle with? What parties would He be invited 
to? Much as it may hurt those of us who are pastors and administrators, I’m cer
tain that He would first visit those who have been abandoned by a society that con
siders itself Christian. He would embrace those who have AIDS, those who have 
been stigmatized because of the color of their skin or the difference of their ideas. 
He would visit houses of ill repute and taverns, and, maybe, He would call, as one 
of His followers, a thief.

Jesus is the model of authority. Jesus shows the true meaning of authori
ty. He impressed and was able to influence everyone—from the ignorant to the 
scholar, from the laborer to the prince, from the lay person to the cleric— 
because He lived what He preached. Power, which came from God, was played 
out in Him because there was no discrepancy between life and theory; in Him 
everything was in harmony.

We may be authorized to preach, cure, teach, legislate, or judge, but if our lives 
are not consistent, we will not have authority, no matter how many papers we pub
lish and titles we possess.

Jesus revolutionizes everything. He changes the way we look at the world. This 
is the Jesus that we should imitate. He is the Jesus of action, the Jesus who is not 
satisfied in following trends. He is the One who is willing to embrace the sick, the 
One who calls sin by its name, the One who is not afraid to look the devil in the 
eye knowing that he has been defeated. He is the Jesus who loves, who has 
mercy, and who is not guided by prejudices. He is the Christ who touches, hugs, 
speaks, challenges, visits, who is present at parties, who breaks down prejudices, 
who heals. He is the Christ who lives.

M igue l A nge l Núñez, Entre Rios, Argentina
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Tuesday
A p r il 5 W h a t Is Your 

C ond ition?
TESTIMONY
Mark 1:41

Because of his sins, the demoniac became Satan’s prisoner. “The secret cause 
of the affliction . . .  was in his own life. He had been fascinated by the pleasures of 
sin, and had thought to make life a grand carnival. . .  He thought his time could be 
spent in innocent folly. But once in the downward path, his feet rapidly descended. 
Intemperance and frivolity perverted the noble attributes of his nature, and Satan 
took absolute control of him.”1 “Secret sin or master passion may hold him a cap
tive as helpless as was the demoniac of Capernaum.”2

The same thing happened with the leper. “The disease has made frightful 
inroads, and his decaying body is horrible to look upon. At sight of him the people

fall back in terror. They crowd 
”  I  upon one another in their eager-

ln w hat condition do w e I  ness t0 escape from contact 
find ourselves before God? I  with him.”3 Likewise with the par-

I  alytic—he had lost all hope of 
"  getting well; he felt guilty and

afflicted. “The palsied man was entirely helpless, and, seeing no prospect of aid 
from any quarter, he had sunk into despair. . .  Yet it was not physical restoration 
he desired so much as relief from the burden of sin. If he could see Jesus, and 
receive the assurance of forgiveness and peace with Heaven, he would be con
tent to live or die, according to God’s will.”4 Likewise, Levi Matthew, afflicted 
because he was becoming rich at the expense of the people through theft and 
extortion, left everything behind to be saved and become a disciple of Christ.

In what condition do we find ourselves before God? Do we feel as if we’ve failed 
in our efforts to give up a secret sin? Are we suffering the consequences of our 
failings and because of them do our friends shun us and show indifference toward 
us? Do we feel lonely and hopeless? Are our lives filled with feelings of guilt and 
remorse? Whatever the case, Jesus has the power to cleanse us and free us from 
sin. His forgiveness is instant and permanent. He does not stop working until we 
are completely healed. Only when we accept Christ as our Savior and accept Him 
into our lives will we be healed. Let us fall at His feet with the willingness to leave 
everything behind for Him, and then will we hear His sweet response, “ ‘I am will
ing; be cleansed’ ” (Mark 1:41, NKJV).

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 256.
2. Ibid., p. 258.
3. Ibid., p. 263.
4. Ibid., p. 267.

Richard W. Medina, Entre Rios, A rgentina
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W ednesday

C n p l /  F i n n  n  n r l  1 A p ril 6
*1̂  U 1V ̂  I I I I  v l  j  cX 1 1 v l

Live W ith  Jesus |
HOW -TO
Mark 1:21-2:17

It’s interesting to note that in the miraculous cases we study, all of those who 
benefit from God’s blessings go— in one way or another—in search of Him. Some 
do so in a conscious manner, others unknowingly (like the demoniac), but all seek 
Jesus. They turn to Him in faith and believe that they will be healed even though 
some are brought there through the faith of their friends or relatives. Jesus is 
sought after as the only solution.

Once found, Christ springs into action: He expels demons, heals, saves, recre
ates life. Jesus offers salvation. In exchange for what? All He asks is that we have 
faith in Him and don’t give up trying to find Him.

But, what must we do to search for and find this Jesus?
First, we have to know that He exists and that He is all-powerful. This is the 

gospel mission of all believers. Then—once you know about His existence— the 
next step is to search for Him 
with faith. If we understand that 
He exists and that to Him we 
are the most beautiful and 
important, the most beloved, 
then we will understand that 
He—Creator and Director of the universe—is also our Best Friend, Businessman, 
Physician, Teacher, and, above all, our loving Father.

If we know and accept the above and if we wish that He would be practical with 
us, we ourselves must do something.

To live, we need certain fundamental things such as breath, food, and physical 
activity. Without these it would be impossible to live adequately.

That’s why to look for and actually live with Christ we need to:
•  Study the Bible (food). We must have spiritual nourishment. It is how we look 

for Jesus each day.
•  Pray and meditate (breath of life). It is how we express ourselves and listen 

to Jesus once we have found Him.
•  Witness (daily physical activity). It is the actions we take to make Jesus 

known. We seek Him, know Him, and live Him. Now it becomes necessary to share 
Him.

I can assure you that if you follow these steps to find Jesus, you will live happi
ly. They will guide you to a better quality of Christian life. You will enjoy a life that 
only Jesus can make marvelous and eternal.

To live w e need certain 
fundam ental things.

M arcelo Bizental, Entre Rios, A rgentina

25



T hursday
A p ril 7 Your G rea tes t 

Frailty: You
DPINION

Isa. 43:4; Mark 2:17

Your condition of sickness, sadness, loneliness, or sin is fully present in the 
thoughts of Jesus. He knows when you long to leave suffering behind and be 
happy. You can be sure that your turn to be healed will come, because He would 
be willing to spend all the time needed healing until there was no one left to heal, 
because there are no obstacles that keep Him from reaching you.

There is no lock—no matter what type of disease you have. Not even your lack 
of faith is a problem. When you ask, “Lord, if You’re willing, if it’s not too much trou
ble, if it doesn’t bother You, can You heal me?” He emphatically replies, “Of course. 
I am willing. Be clean! It’s what I most desire.”

However, you may think that what you’ve done has made you become so
estranged from Him that you are 
out of His reach. I’m happy to be 
able to repeat the very words He 
used, “ Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. I did not come to 

call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance’ ” (Mark 2:17, NKJV). All of us can be 
easily counted in this group.

How we find it hard to believe! It’s easier to think of God waiting for us to take 
a wrong step, but that’s not how it is. “Since you were precious in My sight, you 
have been honored, and I have loved you; therefore I will give men for you, and 
people for your life” (Isa. 43:4, NKJV).

An Almighty God with a heaven filled with resources tells you that He will do 
anything for you, and that’s why He came here—to heal you. He doesn’t do things 
halfway; He does things in a complete way, until He has turned your life into a dia
mond. God loves you the way you are, ugly and eaten away by leprosy, but He 
doesn’t want to leave you that way.

That’s why He touches you in a way that no one else has, even though no one 
has touched you in that way before. Even before He heals you.

Everyone who sees you, sees faults; but as He looks at you, He sees possi
bilities. After blessing you, He is able to accomplish in a moment what you your
self in a lifetime cannot accomplish. What’s His secret? It’s that the love of the
Father for you is His frailty; and when this love becomes your greatest frailty, you
will be stronger.

Romina Thomann Lopez, Entre Rios, Argentina

N ot even your lack of faith 
is a problem .
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He's W illin g , 
A re  You?

Friday
A p r il 8

EXPLORATION
Mark 1:41 

CONCLUDE
The Great Physician longs to forgive and heal us. No disease of the body or 

soul is so deadly and disgusting that it is beyond His love or His power to cure. We 
don’t have to wonder how Jesus feels about healing us. He has promised that if we 
seek His grace and healing, He will answer us, even though our faith may be as 
tiny as a mustard seed. He waits only for us to recognize our need and to come to 
Him.

CONSIDER
■  Designing a collage that illustrates Jesus’ power over the causes/effects of 

evil listed in Monday’s portion of this week’s lesson.
■  Ranking sins/crimes according to how society views them in order from 

bad to worst. Compare your list with how you think Jesus’ list appears. Are 
they the same? Be prepared to discuss your answer.

■  Researching AIDS and reporting on how it is the modern equivalent of lep
rosy. Focus specifically on the effects of the two diseases emotionally and 
socially.

■  Composing a rap that retells one of the stories from Mark 1:21-2:17.
■  Role-playing situations in which you can reach out to those physically and 

spiritually “sick” as Jesus did.
■  Establishing regular contact with a “leper” (someone who has been reject

ed by others because of health, economic situation, something he/she has 
done, etc.).

■  Documenting ways in which Jesus shows His power over sin/death in the 
natural world.

CONNECT
Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 5:17-26; 17:5, 6.
The Desire of Ages, chaps. 26-28.
Max Lucado, Just Like Jesus, chap. 3; John Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason,
chap. 3.

Liane Edlund, Örebro, Sweden
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Lesso n  3 
A p ril 9-16

Sabbath
healings and
hard Hearts

"He said to them, 'The Sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is 

also Lord of the Sabbath' "  (Mark 2:27, 28, NKJV).



Servant's Servant
Sabbath 

A p ril 9

INTRODUCTION
Phil. 2:20, 21

In his Gospel, Mark is writing to show that Jesus is the servant. Some charac
teristics of a servant are his activities, abilities, and power. Therefore, Mark empha
sizes more than the other Gospels the powerful working of the servant. What do 
you want in a servant?

In our self-serving culture with its me-first mentality, acting like a servant is not 
a popular concept. The world defines greatness in terms of power, possessions, 
prestige, and position. Jesus, however, measured greatness in terms of service, 
not status. “It is the service of love that God values. When this is lacking, the mere 
round of ceremony is an offense to Him. So it is with the Sabbath. It was designed 
to bring men into communion with God.”1

In Matthew 12:11, Jesus gives an illustration about a sheep in a pit to show that 
doing good on the Sabbath is OK. Doing what is right is OK. That is the issue. It 
also shows us that it is wrong to 
do nothing when you have the 
ability to do something.

We miss many occasions for 
serving because we lack sensi
tivity and spontaneity. Great 
opportunities to serve never 
last long. They pass quickly, sometimes never to return again. You may get only one 
chance to serve that person, so take advantage of the moment.

Heart righteousness is to be preferred over hand ritual. The occurrence of the 
miracle on the Sabbath taught us that Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath. If He is the 
Lord over the Sabbath, then He is the Lord over the whole law because the 
Sabbath was the sign of the Mosaic covenant. We learn that Jesus is the fulfillment 
of the Sabbath and that we find rest in Him. We can also learn what the Sabbath 
is for. It is for the people. It is for them to find rest. It is not there to make life diffi
cult for people.

An incredible servant of God once said: “Do all the good you can, by all the 
means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times 
you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever can.”2

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 286.
2. John Wesley, in Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here For? (Grand 
Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2002).

M echelle T. Mondano, Pasig City, Philippines

It is wrong to do nothing 
when you have the ability 

to do something.
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Sunday
A p r il 10 T h e Lord o f  

th e  Sabbath

LOGOS
Mark 2:23-3:35

The services had run long. The group had fought crowds all the way out of town. 
Jesus’ ever-growing reputation made walking down a street a difficult process. 
Every step was a struggle. Every appeal was considered. By the edge of town the 
crowds faded and the disciples were relieved. They finally had time for themselves. 
They needed it. They were tired and hungry.

That’s when this group of Jewish men committed a crime so reprehensible it 
qualified them for the death penalty: They ate lunch.

The disciples knew they were breaking the law and so did Jesus. They knew 
their lunch would make the news. They ate their lunch anyway.

The second and third chapters of Mark display Jesus’ challenge to the estab
lished Jewish leadership over the Sabbath. They demonstrate that Jesus had not 
come to work meekly around the edges. He had come to shake things up.

Jesus’ renown had begun to draw crowds, making the leaders uncomfortable.
His popularity threatened the

The Bible records six 
confrontations between  
Jesus and Jewish leaders 

over the Sabbath.

power and prestige of the Jewish 
leaders. They responded by plac
ing Him under surveillance. “It 
was [their] duty . . .  to deal with 
anyone . . . likely to mislead the 
people. . . . They were there to 
scrutinize Jesus’ every action.”1 
When the disciples collected their 

lunch, the Pharisees took notes. Jesus and the disciples knew about the notes. The 
Pharisees didn’t blend into the scenery during that Sabbath afternoon. “No one 
could miss them . . .  in the synagogue, the front seats were seats of honor and they
were sitting there.”2 Jesus knew what the response would be, yet He did nothing to
stop the disciples. He used the situation to challenge the leaders’ perversion of the 
Sabbath.

Jesus’ response to the Pharisees was a deliberate affront to their pride and 
position. ‘The Jewish teachers prided themselves in their knowledge of the 
Scriptures, and in the Savior’s answer there was an implied rebuke for their igno
rance of the Sacred Writings.”3 He showed them they had it wrong. He “implies that 
in their study of the Scriptures [the Pharisees] missed the lesson implicit in the inci
dent He is about to relate.”4 Human need takes precedence over law.

The man with the withered hand provided another chance for Jesus to chal
lenge the Pharisees. Jesus went to the synagogue fully aware of what could hap



pen. “For Flim to go back into the synagogue . . .  was a brave thing to do. It was the 
act of a man who refused to seek safety and who was determined to look a dan
gerous situation in the face.”5 When Fie met the injured man “Fie did not hesitate to 
break down the wall of traditional requirements that barricaded the Sabbath.”6 Not 
only did Jesus heal the man’s hand, Fie had him “ ‘stand up in front of everyone’ ” 
(Mark 3:3, NIV). “Jesus wished to take the step Fie was going to take in such a way 
that no one could possibly fail to see it.”7 This healing was an overt message to the 
Pharisees. Fie deliberately broke their laws because those laws were invalid.

The Sabbath was too important for Jesus to remain silent. Originally created to 
give humanity a chance to know its Maker (Exod. 20:8-11), the Sabbath was 
something Satan savagely attacked. “Fte worked to pervert [it] because it is a sign 
of the power of Christ. Jewish leaders accomplished the will of Satan by sur
rounding God’s rest day with burdensome requirements.”8 Jesus had to change the 
prevailing view of the Sabbath.

The Bible records six confrontations between Jesus and Jewish leaders over 
the Sabbath (Mark 3:1-6; Luke 13:10-17; 14:1—4; John 5:1-17; 9:1-34). Each 
time, Jesus argued that human need overrides ritual law, which had lost sight of 
the law’s real purpose to restore wholeness. Jesus approached this argument with 
passion. Fie was “grieved because the Jewish leaders made use of their high 
offices and positions to misrepresent the character and requirements of God.”9

Furious, the Pharisees began to spread rumors that Jesus was casting out 
demons because Fie was the greatest demon of them all. Their decision to spread 
this rumor is evidence of their unpardonable sin. The Pharisees “were convinced 
that a divine power attended Christ, but in order to resist the truth, they attributed 
the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan. In doing this, they deliberately chose decep
tion; they yielded themselves to Satan, and henceforth they were controlled by his 
power.”10 The Holy Spirit’s work is to convince the sinner of his sin so he can repent. 
To reject the Holy Spirit is to place oneself out of the reach of repentance and faith. 
The Pharisees had severed God’s means of communication.

The second and third chapters of Mark demonstrate the importance of the 
Sabbath. They serve as a warning to look beyond conventions, making sure the 
spirit with which we worship is in keeping with God’s purpose.

1. William Barclay, The Gospel o f Mark (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1975), p. 67.
2. Ibid.
3. The Desire o f Ages, p. 285.
4. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 588.
5. William Barclay, ibid.
6. The Desire o f Ages, p. 286.
7. William Barclay, ibid.
8. The Desire of Ages, pp. 283, 284.
9. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 591.

10. The Desire of Ages, p. 323.

Janalee Shaw, S ilver Spring, M aryland
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M o n d a y
A p r il 11 H o w  C an H e  . . .?  |

TESTIMONY
Mark 2:23, 24, 27, 28

How can He do such things on a Sabbath day? Does He really know what He’s 
doing? How can He allow such things to happen on a Sabbath day? How can He 
heal on a Sabbath? We must do something about this Man and His followers!

It is so amazing how Jesus reacts to our thinking sometimes. He saw what the 
Pharisees had on their minds and what they wanted Him to do. They were con
demning Him for breaking the Sabbath and doing good on Sabbath, as if they were 
perfect Sabbath keepers. Did He really break it?

“Christ’s approval of what His disciples did here, and His own acts of healing 
upon the Sabbath day, are often misunderstood by modern writers as proof that

He neither observed personally nor 
taught His disciples to observe the 
Old Testament laws and regulations 
in regard to Sabbath observance.”1 

“God ordained that the Sabbath 
should be a blessing, not a burden, 
and it is to man’s interest and not his 

injury to observe it. It was designed to increase his happiness, not to work a hard
ship on him. . . . Sabbathkeeping that consists only, or primarily, in the negative 
aspect of not doing certain things is not Sabbathkeeping at all; it is only when the 
positive aspect of Sabbathkeeping is practiced that we may hope to derive from 
Sabbath observance the benefit ordained by a wise and loving Creator. (See 
Isaiah 58:13.)

“The legion requirements of the rabbis pertaining to the meticulous observance 
of the Sabbath were based on the concept that the Sabbath was of more impor
tance in the sight of God than man himself The rabbis reduced the Sabbath to
an absurdity by their rigid and meaningless distinction between what might and 
what might not be done on that day.”2

‘The Savior Himself has the right to determine what is appropriate to that day; 
consequently, the Pharisees were exceeding their prerogatives. The church has no 
right to load the Sabbath with oppressive restrictions—as did the Jews—or to 
attempt the transfer of its sacredness from one day to another.”3

It is not our duty to tell what must be done and not done on the Sabbath day. 
All we need to do is what the Lord requires us to do. We are not to waste our time 
on condemning others on what they do on Sabbath. Let us do what Jesus did and 
prepare ourselves for His second coming.

1. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 586.
2. Ibid., pp. 588, 589.
3. Ibid., p. 589.__________________________

"God ordained that 
the Sabbath should be 

a blessing."

Feziwe Ntwana, Cape Town, South A frica



Tuesday

To O b s e rv e  1 APnM2

Is to  Serve
EVIDENCE
Mark 2:27-3:5

Most Seventh-day Adventists know the fourth commandment. We know how to 
“keep” the Sabbath. We also know that our Sabbath stems from Judaism.

Though Seventh-day Adventists keep Sabbath holy because of the fourth com
mandment (Exod. 20:8-11), the Jews point to another text as well, Deuteronomy 
5:12-15. Though this text does point to resting on Sabbath, it also mentions the 
Exodus from Egypt, an important event in Jewish history. The Jews tie the two 
commands (to rest and to remember the Exodus) together by pointing to freedom. 
In those times, time off from work was something common only to the upper class. 
Anyone in the lower class worked seven days a week. The Jewish Sabbath showed 
that under God everyone is free to rest and worship God.1

The idea of Sabbath representing freedom is a beautiful image. The Christian 
Sabbath has an even more wonderful freedom to offer. The Jews have many laws 
that describe exactly what cannot 
be done on the Sabbath, includ
ing not even touching a pencil or 
“separating two threads”2 (which 
would have made my need to 
sew a button on my shirt last 
Sabbath against the law). We also 
have rules that can be confusing. Many Adventists will not eat at a restaurant on 
the Sabbath because it causes people to have to work, but I don’t know any 
Adventists who don’t turn on lights at home (something a strict Jew will not do), an 
act that requires someone to work at the electric company. It is just this sort of con
fusing rule-making that Jesus was fighting against in Mark 2:27.

Jesus wanted us to enjoy the Sabbath. Jesus, however, goes beyond just enjoy
ing the Sabbath. In Mark 3:4, 5 healing a man’s hand illustrates His statement that 
it is OK to do good on the Sabbath. We, as Christians, have the freedom to serve 
others on the Sabbath.

Most Adventists feel they have done their duty by going to church on Sabbath, 
an act that cannot be matched with any command in Scripture. Truly keeping the 
Sabbath involves service. Keep the Sabbath, worship God, and rest, but also, do 
good. This is what Jesus did, and Jesus is who we are to imitate, not the Jews with 
all the Sabbath rules or even our fellow Adventists.

1. <www.us-israel.org>
2. Mishnah Shabbat 7:2

The idea of Sabbath 
representing freedom  is 

a beautiful image.

Jana Lee, Berrien Springs, M ichigan

33

http://www.us-israel.org


W ednesday
A pril 13 H o w  to  Break  

th e  Law
HOW-TO

Mark 3:1-5

Jesus knew how to break the law. In fact, He had a knack for doing it—espe
cially when people were around to witness His acts of insolence. What kind of 
example was Jesus really setting? What are we to learn from Jesus in regard to 
respecting human laws? In order to change the system, Jesus had to make a pub
lic and defiant stance against the system. Here are three common themes on how 
and why Jesus broke the law:

•  Jesus acted openly.
•  Jesus did It exclusively for the good of others—He received joy in return.
•  Jesus used It to teach a lesson.
He came to expose the fallacy of human ways. From Jesus’ example we are to 

understand that God’s laws are designed with everyone’s good in mind; whereas,
human laws are created in a spirit of 
selfishness. The creator of the law 
benefits from it while others are 
oppressed by it. Not so with the law of 
God. It is perfect and it perfects the 
character of those who keep it. Jesus 

got joy from restoring a man’s withered hand, especially in doing it on the day God 
created for human restoration. It angered him to see the selfishness exhibited by 
the leaders and legislators of the Jewish society. Not one of the people who were 
healed or helped on the Sabbath ever refused the healing. They never said, “It’s 
the Sabbath, Jesus of Nazareth. I can wait until tomorrow to be healed.” If ever a 
calamity were to fall one of those leaders, it would be quite certain that they would 
seek the healing hands of Jesus, no matter the day.

And we too can learn from Jesus’ selfless example. There may be times when 
we have an opportunity to protest a system or ideology that may or may not be 
oppressing us directly. We do, however, have the right and the responsibility to 
“break the law” in order to bring either justice or healing or peace to some soul, 
and thus fulfill the law of Christ—the law of love.

REACT
1. What role should a Christian play in international conflicts such as civil wars 

in Africa or southeast Asia?
2. Is it OK to work in a hospital on Sabbath? How about helping a neighbor mow 

his lawn?

Jerm ey Matthews, Greenbelt, M aryland

Jesus knew how to  
break the law.
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H id d e n  A gendas
Thursday

A p r il 14

OPINION
Mark 2:22

Let’s not make the mistake of assuming that all the disciples of Christ were per
fect. At some turning point the disciples turned their back on the lessons that Christ 
had so lovingly and patiently taught them. Despite the fact that they heard His teach
ings, witnessed His miraculous healings, and felt the Word of God burn in their 
hearts—they all fell short in one way or the other. Each disciple had his own hidden 
reasons for associating with Jesus. Notwithstanding this information, we know that 
at the point of each challenge a choice for eternity was ultimately decided.

In contrast, there is one disciple whose life we can’t seem to understand. And 
that Is the life of Judas. In retrospect It is hard to understand how he could make 
such a foolish choice. Judas witnessed Jesus’ mission firsthand. He was Jesus’ 
financial campaign manager! God’s eternal plan was explained and demonstrated 
before the eyes of Judas and the other disciples. So how could this happen?

The life of Judas is a simple lesson of evaluating the reason that you joined or 
continue to stay in God’s remnant church. Many of us today see the work and the 
Word of God. We embrace positions 
and serve in the church. Unfortu
nately some of us may fail to realize 
God’s plan for us because we are 
too focused on our own personal 
agendas. Judas failed to lay aside 
his agendas and allow God’s changing power to transform him.

“Judas had the same opportunities as had the other disciples. He listened to the 
same precious lessons. But the practice of the truth, which Christ required, was at 
variance with the desires and purposes of Judas, and he would not yield his ideas 
in order to receive wisdom from Heaven.’” Judas failed to realize his motives. He 
wasted his time and ultimately lost his soul.

“It is the motive that gives character to our acts, stamping them with ignominy 
or with high moral worth.”2

Let us examine ourselves to see how many agendas we actually do have. Our 
focus should not be on perfection but on persistence in allowing God to change us, 
which will cancel any hidden agendas we have.

REACT
What role do motives play in the quality of service for God?

1. The Desire o f Ages, pp. 294, 295.
2. Ibid., p. 615.

Carla Tibet Oglivie, Dumfries, Virginia

He was Jesus' financial 
campaign manager!
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Friday
A p ril 15 Sabbath I 

fo r a S ervant
EXPLORATION

Matt. 20:25-28

CONCLUDE
As a servant, Jesus observed the Sabbath by doing good things for others, 

even when it meant contradicting the Pharisees’ traditions. He proved that the 
Sabbath is a blessing, not a burden—a day for worshiping God, resting, and serv
ing others. Humans are valued more than laws, and we must focus on how best to 
follow God’s laws for ourselves, rather than condemn others who think differently, 
or judge how they observe the laws. Failing to keep all of God’s plans for us in 
order to pursue personal agendas will ultimately cause us to lose our souls.

CONSIDER
■  Volunteering your time or talents to the creative development of a Sabbath 

School class.
■  Designing greeting cards and writing Bible verses in them. Distribute or 

mail them to shut-ins and church members in the hospital to let them know 
you are thinking of them.

■  Praying with your church’s intercessory prayer group. Keep a prayer jour
nal so that you can go through it during the week.

■  Viewing the video Chariots of Fire (1981). Think about how Eric Liddell 
would define the Sabbath.

■  Listening to, or singing the hymn “Give Your Best to the Master,” number 
572 in The Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal. Think of what Jesus’ mission 
and sacrifice means to you, and how that helps you to serve others.

■  Cooking a meal and serving it to family or friends you have not seen lately.
■  Donating canned goods or clothing to your local homeless shelter.

CONNECT
John Eldredge, Waking the Dead: The Glory of a Heart Fully Alive.
<http://www.unification.net/ws/theme138.htm>

Natasha L. Kohlhoff-Polak, Indianapolis, indiana
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Lesson 4
A p ril 16-23

By Galilee

NO SW IM M IN G'.
SHARKS

"They were terrified and asked each other, 'Who is this? 
Even the wind and the waves obey him!' "

(Mark 4:41, NIV).



Sabbath 
A p ril 16 "Just B elieve!" |

INTRODUCTION
Mark 5:36

“Jesus told the synagogue ruler, ‘Don’t be afraid; just believe’ ” (Mark 5:36, NIV).
Demon possession was rampant in Kotale village where my family lived as mis

sionaries. Across the lagoon from our house lived a man named Gello. Even 
though Gello was prohibited from physically harming our family by the village men 
who protected us, he was still capable of pronouncing curses upon our family.

Nearly every single night Gello would scream curses at us in three different lan
guages—Tok Pison, Gogodala, and English. Around sunset each evening, Gello 
would start his ranting and raving, yelling that we were not wanted in the village 
and that we were going to be subject to the torment of his god.

Even though it was an annoyance, my parents did not become initially con
cerned about his disturbances. Yet, as time went on, they felt that his curses and

incantations were not bringing 
honor to God and their ministry 
among the Gogodala people of 
Papua New Guinea. Therefore, 
one night as they heard Gello 
begin his nightly shrieking, my 
parents made a decision and 

knelt down to place the matter in God’s capable hands. By the time my parents 
rose from their knees, Gello had stopped his usual screaming.

My parents went to sleep without the noise from across the lagoon. However, 
this was not the end of the road between my parents and Gello. Initially, it was quiet 
for a few days, but Gello gradually overcame whatever obstacles were keeping him 
from screaming at our family. One night as the sun slowly set over the horizon, 
Gello appeared outside his house and started his previous nightly ritual. As soon 
as my parents heard the noise, they again knelt down and started praying for Gello 
and the spirits that possessed him.

Again, before they arose from their knees, Gello had ceased his shouting. After 
this time, Gello was never heard from again. God had answered my parents’ 
prayers and eliminated the dishonor that Gello was bringing to their ministry.

Many would not have thought that a simple prayer in faith would produce such 
amazing results as my parents’ prayer did, but with God anything is possible. To all 
appearances, Gello did not seem like “good soil,” but God was still capable of work
ing in his life. Even though we have not yet seen Gello freed from the chains that 
Satan has placed upon him, we still have faith that God will work amazing mira
cles in his life—such as the one that He performed when His children prayed, chil
dren who were a light on a lampstand and whose faith moved a mountain of 
demon possession.

Gello appeared outside his 
house and started his 
previous nightly ritual.

R achel B ishop, Berrien Springs, M ichigan
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W h y  G alilee? ^
Sunday
A p r il 17

EVIDENCE
Mark 4:1

Galilee is the name of the northern region of Palestine. It was bordered on the 
south by the Plain of Esdraelon and on the north by Lebanon and the southern 
slopes of Mount Hermon. The total size of the region was about 40 miles long and 
25 to 30 miles wide. When the Israelites invaded the land of the Canaanites, 
Galilee remained in possession of the Canaanites for a long time. Eventually the 
Israelites merged with the natives of Galilee. The distinct dialect that emerged in 
this region may have been in the mixture of the people.1

Jesus chose Galilee as the center for His ministry. Most of His miraculous signs 
were performed in this region. The central spots were in the city of Capernaum 
and by the shore of the Lake 
of Galilee (Mark 4:1). A slop
ing amphitheaterlike inlet lies 
halfway between Caper
naum and Tabgha and has 
excellent natural acoustics, 
allowing someone to be 
heard easily on the shoreline.2 This was probably the setting where Jesus spoke 
the parables that are discussed in this week’s lesson.

You may have the same questions I had when I first found out that the ministry 
of Jesus was centered in Galilee: Why Galilee? Why not Jerusalem? Was not 
Galilee nicknamed “Galilee of the Gentiles”? My Greek professor, Dr. Regazzi, 
suggested to me the following reasons:

•  Jesus’ ministry was focused on the common people. The common people 
were more receptive than the Pharisees. They knew they were sinners and they 
had more of an open heart than their religious leaders.

•  Jesus could perform and teach freely in the region of Galilee without arous
ing attention from the religious authorities that were seeking to arrest Him.

•  Jesus centered on this area to fulfill prophecy. We find Isaiah talking about 
Jesus in Isaiah 9:1 this way: “In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way 
of the sea, along the Jordan” (NIV).

When Jesus decided to begin His ministry—by teaching and performing 
miracles-—He knew whom to address, how to address them, and where to address 
them. Galilee was not the only region Jesus visited, but it was certainly the one that 
benefitted most from His miracles.

1. The SDA Bible Dictionary, vol. 8, pp. 381, 382.
2. David E. Garland, Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary (Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 2002).

Galilee was certainly the 
region that benefitted most 

from Jesus' miracles.

Jorge Luis Agüero, Lyndhurst, New Jersey
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M o n d a y
A p ril 18 R v  1

-OGOS

L I  V  cX I I I  xZJ

Mark 4:1-5:43

The gospel word is like seed (Mark 4:13, 14).
This is your first truth: God works for you with your cooperation. The gospel, His 

truth, is indomitable. Even on the sidewalk. Birds eat seed off the sidewalk. Then 
maybe they drop it elsewhere—on the car’s hood, on the housetop, on my head. 
Sometimes seed and gospel growths sprout on rooftops, but sidewalks are not the 
best place to throw the Word. Even if it has potential to grow, somebody may stifle 
a miracle just by stepping on the sidewalk.

Have you stepped on the Word lately? Did you notice? What’s there to notice, 
the simple vulnerability of truth under foot, crushed like dandelions before they 
could ever smile through the cracks between the concrete slabs?

And what is to notice about the sidewalk? Nike jogger traffic, dogs dodging 
Hush Puppies and leaping at paper floating like butterflies, skateboards and scoot
ers flirting with impunity, segways dodging poodles, and bikes and tramps and 
cops and delivery vans that stroll and ride it with and without reason?

Your heart may be a sidewalk. Did the Word come to your heart just so your
crowd could step on it? The

I
 gospel is God-power. Will the 

seed grow in your heart? The 
gospel is eternal life buried in the 
clay of your humanity to sprout 

shoots of passion for Jesus and to stretch stalks with the ripe fullness of harvest 
grain in worlds won by your witness. Seed yields seed one hundred times over— 
proving and illustrating God. This is a metaphor of incomparable paradox: simple 
vulnerability simultaneous with unimaginable mastery, depending on your cooper
ation.

Why are you afraid? Have you no faith? (Mark 4:40, 41).
The twelve men in the fishing boat on the lake have not yet grasped the truth 

that God works with cooperation. What they have grasped is that Jesus needs 
escape for sanity’s sake. They usually protected Him (Matt. 19:13; Mark 10:13). 
The eastern shore of the lake offers respite—sparse population and no Pharisees.

Jesus suggests crossing over. That means sailing—familiar activity. They may 
not get His stories (Mark 4:10), but they have got sailing. So they take Him, just as 
He is (verse 36) into their seagoing craft. He goes to sleep in the stern, head rest
ing on the coarse leather cushion on which the steersman usually sits. For the 
steersman, Jesus’ presence is a complicating matter. He has taken his pillow and 
sleeps where the steersman needs to be working. Once he adjusts to working



around the dead weight of a very tired man, the sailing goes more smoothly.
But not for long. From the 1,000-foot-high mountains on the eastern shore, wild 

winds plunge into the gorge without warning and lash the sea into a fury before 40- 
to 50-miie-an-hour gusts. The steersman, his four rowers, and the boat’s dozen 
occupants are roused from evening reverie into furious action to save ship and life. 
Waves wash over the sides of their bark, flooding the boat. They work to keep it 
upright, to keep it from filling with water, to keep themselves alive. It is all very nor
mal and sensible and desperate. Meanwhile, Jesus sleeps. “Absorbed in their 
efforts to save themselves, they had forgotten that Jesus was on board.”' 
Steersman included.

I really can’t avoid Jesus at first, can I? But then I learn to work around Him, 
until I can get along without Him, until I forget He is there at all—until I realize how 
hopeless things are without Him. Then I cry out: “Jesus, I’m drowning!”

He wakes up and everything changes because He speaks two words. Yet He 
doesn’t understand what made me afraid, which leaves me more off balance than 
ever. Who is He? Why isn’t He afraid? Because He knows He is God? No, no, no! 
God doesn’t tire and fall asleep. But men who know God can sleep anywhere. “It 
was not as the ‘Master of earth and sea and sky’ that he reposed in quiet. That 
power He had laid down and He says, ‘I can of Mine own self do nothing’ (John 
5:30). He trusted in the Father’s might. It was in faith—faith in God’s love and 
care—that Jesus rested, and the power of that word which stilled the storm was 
the power of God.”2

He could sleep because He had grasped the first truth: God-power does for you 
as much as you will let it do. God works for you—with your cooperation.

REACT
1. Is the account of Mark 5:1-20 compatible with the thesis that divine success 

in human experience requires our cooperation? Explain your answer.
2. Since spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ is so important, what lessons can 

we learn and apply from what Christ taught in the parable of the sower?
3. What are some different forms of mission work that are not often thought of 

that could use more workers sowing seeds and how can your talents be put to use 
in some of those areas?

4. What is the “eternal gospel” message that is referred to in Revelation 14:6? 
What makes this message eternal, i.e., applicable even prior to and after the exis
tence of humans?

5. In the parable of the sower and the seed (Mark 4:13-20), why isn’t Christ 
clear about the message He is sowing? He tells us that the seed is His Word, but 
what exactly is the content of His Word?

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 334.
2. Ibid., p. 336.

LaeI Caesar, Berrien Springs, M ichigan
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Tuesday
A p ril 19 H ave You Sow n

A ny Seeds Lately?
TESTIMONY
Matt. 28:19,20

“By the parable of the sower, Christ illustrates the things of the kingdom of 
heaven, and the work of the great Husbandman for His people. Like a sower in the 
field, He came to scatter the heavenly grain of truth. And His parable teaching itself 
was the seed with which the most precious truths of His grace were sown. 
Because of its simplicity, the parable of the sower has not been valued as it should 
be. From the natural seed cast into the soil, Christ desires to lead our minds to the 
gospel seed, the sowing of which results in bringing man back to his loyalty to God. 
He who gave the parable of the tiny seed is the Sovereign of heaven, and the same 
laws that govern earthly seed sowing govern the sowing of the seeds of truth.”' 

“Christ’s mission was not understood by the people of His time. The manner of 
His coming was not in accordance with their expectations. The Lord Jesus was the

foundation of the whole Jewish 
|  economy. Its imposing services 

These maxims and tradi- I  were 0f divine appointment.
tions became an obstacle. I  They were designed to teach the

I  people that at the time appoint
ed, One would come to whom 

those ceremonies pointed. But the Jews had exalted the forms and ceremonies 
and had lost sight of their object. The traditions, maxims, and enactments of men 
hid from them the lessons which God intended to convey. These maxims and tra
ditions became an obstacle to their understanding and practice of true religion. 
And when the Reality came, in the person of Christ, they did not recognize in Him 
the fulfillment of all their types, the substance of all their shadows.”2

‘The Lord is calling upon His people to take up different lines of missionary 
work, to sow beside all waters. We do but a small part of the work that He desires 
us to do among our neighbors and friends. By kindness to the poor, the sick, or the 
bereaved we may obtain an influence over them, so that divine truth will find 
access to their hearts. No such opportunity for service should be allowed to pass 
unimproved. It is the highest missionary work that we can do. The presentation of 
the truth in love and sympathy from house to house is in harmony with the instruc
tion of Christ to His disciples when He sent them out on their first missionary tour.”3

1. Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 33.
2. Ibid., p. 34.
3. Messages to Young People, p. 217.

Brandon Gabel, Tillamook, Oregon
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W ednesday

F n i t h  i n r l  H n w  1
A p ril 20

1 C l I L I I  d l  I U  1 I U W

to  G ro w  It
HOW -TO
Mark 4:20

In Mark 4:20, Jesus ends His explanation of the parable of the sower with: 
“ ‘These are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, 
and bear fruit’ ” (NKJV). The healthy soil was able to take in the seeds and allow 
them to grow. We can apply this parable to our faith development in Christ.

The text gives us three steps to follow to become good ground:
1. Hear the Word. Jesus instructs us “ ‘If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear’ ” 

(verse 23, NKJV). He also says, “ Take heed what you hear’ ” (verse 24, NKJV). The 
first step we must take in developing our faith is simply to listen. We need to take note 
of what God has to say. Just simply hear the word.

2. Accept the Word. Next, we must take to heart the message God speaks to 
us. We must decide to believe that what He says is true.

3. Bear fruit. This is the action step. Now we must take a leap of faith. We 
make a request of God, believe He will follow through, and move ahead with the 
plan until He shows us other
wise. It is also important to 
remember what Jesus says in 
Mark 4:25. “ ‘Whoever has, to 
him more will be given; but 
whoever does not have, even 
what he has will be taken away from him’ ” (NKJV). In other words, if we do not 
act on our faith, we lose it.

Mark 5:25-34 relates the story of a woman who had been sick for many years. 
She heard about Jesus and about His works (verse 27). And when she heard 
about Him, she accepted that what she heard was true and decided: “ ‘If only I may 
touch His clothes, I shall be made well’ ” (verse 28, NKJV). Then the woman acted 
on her belief. She came up behind Jesus, touched His clothes, and immediately 
she was healed. Jesus told her, “ ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well” (verse 
34, NKJV, emphasis supplied).

Jesus speaks of a man who scattered seed on the ground. The seed sprouted 
and grew, though the man “ ‘himself does not know how’ ” (4:27, NKJV). Faith grow
ing is a process—just like grain growing: “ ‘First the blade, then the head, after that 
the full grain in the head’ ” (verse 28, NKJV). But no matter how small our faith is 
at its beginning—even if it is as small as a mustard seed—it will grow (verse 31). 
Our job is to allow God to work. Open yourselves to what God has to say, accept 
His words, and go forward in faith, believing that He will take care of the rest.

O pen yourselves to w hat 
God has to say.

Gillian Sanner, Kutztown, Pennsylvania

43



T hursday
A p ril 21 G ive  M e  M in e

OPINION
1 John 4:18

OK, I will admit it: I’m a selfish person; and I don’t know whether I’m comforted
or discouraged by the fact that I know I’m not alone. This disease has seemed to
cripple millions of people around the world and throughout the ages. And 
Christians—those who claim to follow Christ—are not immune to this disease.

Think about it for a moment. Many times we approach our Christian experience 
from a selfish motivation. We can’t wait to get to heaven so we can walk on those 
streets of gold some day. Or perhaps we are excited about our new healthy lifestyle 
because it ensures a few more years of pleasure seeking on this earth.

Amid this sobering reminder stand the disciples, scared for their lives on a sink
ing boat. Waking Jesus up from His peaceful rest, they scream, “ Teacher, don’t

you care if we drown?’ ” (Mark 4:38, NIV). 
The heartbreak of Jesus is infinite. The 
twelve that He had chosen to demon
strate His selfless love to the world
thought only of themselves when the 
going got tough. Never was it a thought in 

their mind to wake Jesus up so He wouldn’t drown.
After calming the storm, Jesus sorrowfully asks them, “ ‘Why are you so afraid? 

Do you still have no faith?’ ” (verse 40, NIV).
I look at my life and realize that far too often I worry about my personal safety 

when I face adverse times. Never mind Christ’s cause, what about me? Of course, 
fear will strike me when I’m thinking only about self. That is the definition of fear: 
worrying about how self is going to be affected. It is for this reason that John 
reminds us, “Perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18, NKJV). Perfect love (agape), 
by definition, thinks nothing of self and therefore has no reason to fear for self.

Perhaps Christ looks down on His church and sorrowfully cries, “Do you still 
have no faith?” Until Christ’s bride attains a faith that puts God, and ultimately, oth
ers, ahead of self, He has no choice but to delay His return to heaven with a bride 
by His side. Imagine millions of people in heaven, walking around worried only 
about themselves! What a sight that would be. Except for the addition of a few van
ity items like streets of gold and mansions for all, heaven would be no different 
from earth. Actually, it would probably be worse because we mortals would have 
more material possessions to be selfish about.

To both the disciples and us, we are reminded, “When the character of Christ 
shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as 
His own.”*

*Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 69.

Shawn Brace, Norfolk, M assachusetts
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___________________________  Friday

S h o w  N o  Fear I-------------------Apnl 22,
EXPLORATION
Mark 4:41 

CONCLUDE
Fear is not a word that is far removed from human experience. We all have had 

our share of moments when our lives seemed to pass before us. Fear can also 
have the tendency to bring out either the best or worst in us. By definition, howev
er, fear also means the respect and reverence that we demonstrate to God. Down 
through the ages the disciples and people of God have learned to let go of fear and 
rely only on God’s strength and Word to keep their faith alive. The greatest chal
lenge for Christians is to let go and “only believe” (Mark 5:36, NKJV).

CONSIDER
■  Photographing people who represent roughly the four major life stages, 

doing activities that require faith and a “just-do-it” attitude. For example, a 
baby taking its first steps. Prepare these photos in a presentation format 
and share with your church family.

■  Listening to songs that have faith as the core theme—both from Christian 
and secular genres—and compare/discuss their main differences.

■  Viewing the video The Inn of the Sixth Happiness (1958). Think about the 
way in which faith is exhibited by Gladys Aylward, the central character.

■  Reading and preparing a drama script based on Mark 4, Jesus and the 
wind and waves story, for a group of young people and/or presentation at 
church.

■  Organizing a group of people to “adopt” a less fortunate community group 
and begin an ongoing welfare ministry—keeping in mind Jesus’ example 
as He ministered among the common people and met their felt needs.

■  Taking an inventory of members of your church group, journaling faith 
experiences, and producing a small booklet to distribute as an encour
agement In faith development for new believers.

■  Conducting a real-life experiment based on the parable of the sower. 
Observing the growth of plants for which the seeds have been planted in 
different environments, as represented in Mark 4:20. Think about the “hear 
the word, accept the word, and bear fruit” principle in faith development.

CONNECT
Jesus Freaks dc Talk and the Voice of the Martyrs, stories on pages 144,170,
221, and 238.
Doug Batchelor, Seven Steps to Salvation, chaps. 15, 18, 20; Dirk Devries,
Quick Takes for Teens, vol. 2, pp. 24-31.

Jean-P ierre M artinez, Sydney, Australia
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Lesson 5
A p r il 23-30

Confrontation 
in Galilee

"They all saw Him and were frightened. But immediately 
He spoke with them and said to them,
'Take courage; it is I, do not be afraid' "

(Mark 6:50, NASB).



G od's Tunnel 
P ro ject

Sabbath 
A p ril 23

INTRODUCTION
Mark 6:50

In December 1987, two groups of engineers started to dig. One group started 
digging in Sangette, France. The other group started digging at Shakespeare Cliffe, 
England. They were constructing the channel tunnel, the most expensive engi
neering project in the European Union, costing $31 billion. It took them three years 
to meet under the English Channel and three and a half years to finish all the tun
neling for all three tunnels. They used tunnel boring machines (TBM), specially built 
to dig the channel tunnel. The largest of these had a diameter of 8.78 meters, a 
length of 250 meters, and weighed 1,200 tons.

On average, they dug 150 meters per week, but under good conditions they dug 
up to 428 meters per week. The engineers had concerns about whether these 
huge machines would meet in 
the same place so they used 
computerized laser-guidance 
systems and radar to keep each 
TBM on track.

Despite their best efforts the 
engineers encountered various 
problems with collapsing walls, leaking roofs, and flint in the clay. They fixed 
jammed conveyors and bugs in the laser-guidance system. The constant problems 
that faced the engineers forced them to run over budget. However, in 1994 the 
channel tunnel was opened for business, carrying high-speed trains from England 
to France in just 20 minutes through 31 miles of tunnel, 26 of which are under 
water.

Rather like the tunnel engineers, Jesus’ mission on earth—building a link 
between God the Father and humanity— hasn’t all been clear sailing. This was the 
universe’s most ambitious and expensive project. Even though He started on a 
high, He soon encountered various difficulties and opposition. The religious lead
ers were following Him about and actively challenging Him at every opportunity.

Some of His followers found some of His teachings unpalatable and left Him. It 
seemed as if there were times when Jesus made great progress, and then at other 
times things seemed to slow right down. But despite the difficulties, Jesus man
aged to keep on track. How did He do it? And how can we copy Him?

It does seem that life as a Christian isn’t straightforward. We run into difficulties 
and meet with resistance. Do we crumble and stop or do we press on? It took 
Jesus three and a half years to build the link between God and humanity and now 
we can have open access to the Father through Jesus Christ.

R obert Hines, Watford, England

Despite their best efforts 
the engineers encountered  

various problems.
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Sunday
A p r il 24 W h a t D o  You See? |

LOGOS
Mark 6:1-7:23

From Your Hometown (Mark 6:1-6)
The people of Jesus’ hometown didn’t want to see beyond their prejudices. 

They wanted to be who they wanted to be. Why change for someone they knew? 
They probably believed change should come from some unexpected, extraordi
nary source, not from some ordinary carpenter’s son.

Often we fail to see the extraordinariness of ordinary people. They become ordi
nary because we see them every day and fail to recognize the unique individual. If 
we wait upon God’s Spirit and open our eyes, we could recognize, and appreciate, 
Jesus in His hometown, in His church, and in His people.

At Work (Mark 6:7-13)
Jesus cared about the details—the details of people. Having been dismissed by 

His hometown, Jesus turns to His ordinary disciples and sends them on an 
extraordinary mission. Fishermen? Preach? With God, it isn't who you “be.” It is 
what you are willing to be. And these disciples were willing to be God’s.

He sent them in pairs. It is easy for one person to lose sight of what is impor
tant. One can get so into searching for God that they lose sight of Him altogether: 
They become more important than the message. Pastors of popular ministries

sometimes become the ministry. 
Jesus probably understood that that 
temptation usually befalls ministers 
and therefore sent them in pairs for 
their own spiritual balance. Jesus 
also knew that His disciples needed 
the strength that comes from partner

ship—with each other and with God. That pretty much defines the idea of Christian 
fellowship: Ministry is working together for, and with, God.

It would’ve been faster to send them individually and thus covering more people. 
However, the emphasis was not in area, or baptisms—the emphasis was on 
substance. There was no one to impress with statistics; the strength of the gospel 
existed on the quality of, and reason for, preaching.

In Servers and Service (Mark 6:30-44)
They come back from their preaching experience and tell Jesus all about it. He 

wants to spend some quality time with the Twelve, but the crowd surrounds them. 
Jesus, ever the Savior, fellowships with the multitude. He asks the disciples to 
serve the people and performs a miracle to make it all possible. Service with an

Pastors of popular 
ministries sometimes 
become  the ministry.
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understanding of their need. (This is the first recorded instance of a combo meal: 
more than five thousand served!)

The disciples are overwhelmed by the crowd. However, being disciples, they do 
what is needed at the time—believing Jesus is in control of the situation.

When you believe that Jesus is in control, you know you will be all right.
In eastern cultures, people who serve are usually the last ones to eat. The 

unspoken rules of etiquette dictate that guests leave enough food so those who 
are serving may enjoy the meal. When the meal was over, there were 12 baskets 
of food left. These weren’t leftovers, but food for the 12 disciples who served and 
needed to eat. The servers are never forgotten in ministry.

Beyond the Fear (Mark 6:47-52)
Having experienced the joys of ministry, having been fed, being so near to 

Jesus, the disciples still didn’t get it. When a storm rocks their boat and their 
Messiah walks toward them, they mistake Him for a ghost and are disturbed.

This is so much like me! I profess faith, yet I’m often cowering because a storm 
seems to have collapsed my sails. It is easier to believe I am going to die than rec
ognize salvation in the midst of chaos. But in the midst of chaos Jesus walks 
toward me, calming my fears and my storms. God is the antidote for fear: Prayer 
and worship are the daily recommended dosage.

Beyond Rituals (Mark 7:1-22)
By the time of Jesus, laws had been carved into intricate rituals. They robbed 

the individual of a personal experience with God. People were so caught up in rit
uals that they failed to see humanity.

This mass of people who were (and are) all redeemable, were sorted out like 
sheep into saved and unsaved groups. Once again Jesus demonstrates the need 
for understanding. Worship occurs when the heart, the mind, and the body stand 
for true testimony for the One who deserves all worship. And the people couldn’t 
give up their ways for God. You can almost hear Jesus sigh.

Beyond the Foreigner (Mark 7:24-30)
Having been dismissed by His hometown, feared by His disciples, questioned 

by His leaders, Jesus is amazed by the faith of a foreigner. A woman, who was not 
from His people, understands the Messiah and stands witness. Her verbal sparring 
with Jesus speaks volumes to the need of the gospel to all people.

Her act of faith stands witness that in the midst of rejection, fear, and ridicule, 
God can bring testimony from outside the remnant. Perhaps that was what Jesus 
needed: to know that people still believed. Perhaps that is what God is looking for: 
people to look beyond what they’ve been taught to see and still believe in His min
istry.

Falvo Fowler, S ilver Spring, M aryland
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M o n d a y
A p r il 25 W ith  Every Breath [

TESTIMONY
Mark 8:11

Something like your everyday TV shows, Jesus’ life was a drama, always edit
ed by the Pharisees so as to make them look good to the audience. They always 
looked for a way to make Him look bad, a way to humiliate Him in front of their 
friends. Nothing He did was good according to their holy book or code of right
eousness in which they looked for guidance. They claimed to follow God’s Word 
while rejecting God’s Son. They claimed to be in search of truth, yet Jesus was not 
quite good enough for them. As always, finding a way to make Jesus look bad was 
their mission. Even though His goodness to the people created multitudes of fol
lowers, He was still hated by the Pharisees.

“For a time it had seemed that the people of Galilee would receive Jesus as the 
Messiah,”' that they would even accept him as king. They had opened up to Him,

brought Him their problems, and 
accepted that His word was the truth 
and that He was truly sent by the 
Father. But the Pharisees would not 
have it. It only inflamed them more to 
see that such a Man could make such 

a big impact on the people. “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse” (Rom. 12:14, NKJV). This was indeed Jesus’ way of living, for even when 
He was persecuted daily without rest, He only repaid this kind of treatment with 
mercy and love.

Even at the cross, when they had finally condemned Him, He offered them sal
vation. “The disciples noted the rage of the spies as their false teaching was 
exposed. They saw the angry looks, and heard the half-muttered words of dissat
isfaction and revenge.”2 Jesus did no wrong but He had to be condemned because 
He was exposing them in every way. Their lies and twisted truth were coming to 
the surface too fast.

Did they choose to accept Him? No. Instead they spat in His face and crucified 
Him. Any one of us would have fought back and not allowed ourselves to be 
ridiculed in such ways, but Jesus remained true to the words of His Father and to 
His mission. He was persecuted more than anyone on this earth, but until death 
He remained our Counselor and Preacher of the truth.

1. The Desire of Ages, p. 395.
2. Ibid., p. 398.

M arie Luc, North Miami, F lorida

They claimed to be in 
search of truth.

50



C hristians — 
W h y  Afraid?

Tuesday
A p r il 26

EVIDENCE
2 Cor. 5:7

If the eleventh chapter of Hebrews could be written by a contemporary writer, a 
few more names would surely be added to the alumni of faithfulness. One of those 
who lived “by faith” was Martin Luther.

“Zealous, ardent, and devoted, knowing no fear but the fear of God, and 
acknowledging no foundation for religious faith but the Holy Scriptures, Luther was 
the man for his time. Through him, God accomplished a great work for the refor
mation of the church and the enlightenment of the world.”1

Through diligent study and experiences that conflicted with this newfound light, 
Luther was convinced of the corruption and false traditions that filled the papacy. 
And in 1515 he pronounced publicly that the requirements of salvation through 
works and Indulgences was wrong, and through sola fide, only faith, does one gain 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Crowds of hopeful and weary believers flocked to 
hear these sweet teachings.

“The glad tidings of a 
Saviour’s love, the assurance 
of pardon and peace through 
His atoning blood, rejoiced 
their hearts and inspired 
within them an immortal hope.”2

But others charged him with heresy and accused him of acting out of pride and 
hasty judgment. Even those dignitaries who agreed with him feared the retribution 
of the church. Power, not truth, ruled the hearts of the papal leaders. To squelch 
Luther’s claims, he was excommunicated from the church, monitored extensively, 
and finally summoned to appear before the Diet to answer allegations of sedition, 
rebellion, impiety, and blasphemy. He was threatened incessantly by those who 
demanded a retraction. But Luther felt that he must “continue faithfully to maintain 
the truth, notwithstanding the storms that were beating upon him.”3

Luther said, “God does not guide me, He pushes me forward. He carries me 
away. I am not master of myself. I desire to live in repose; but I am thrown Into the 
midst of tumults and revolutions.”4

1. The Great Controversy, p. 120.
2. Ibid., p. 126.
3. Ibid., p. 135.
4. D'Aubignee, b. 5, chap. 2.

Jacque Hammonds, Indianapolis, Indiana

Power, not truth, ruled the 
hearts of the papal leaders.
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W ednesday
A p ril 27 From  C onsum ers  

to  C o n trib u to rs
4 0 W -T 0

Mark 6:34

Leadership development always begins with showing concern for the emerging 
leader, then securing a foundation, and finally drawing commitment.

Jesus models this process in Mark 8: For the second time, Jesus fed thousands 
in a miraculous way (verses 1-9), teaching the disciples that God can provide 
food. A deeper lesson came later when they recognized that Jesus had performed 
the miracle to show them that God would meet all their needs (verses 17-21). 
Jesus also warned them to guard their attitude and perspective (verses 14, 15).

By doing this, Jesus slowly moved His men from consumers to contributors. 
Jesus wanted to get emerging leaders to think about issues beyond themselves. 
Note these steps in the stages of His developmental process:

1. Shepherd
THEN: He met their immediate needs;
NOW: He provides security.

2. Equipped
THEN: He trained them to serve;
NOW: He provides opportunities.

3. Developer
THEN: He mentored them to lead others;
NOW: He provides personal challenge.'
Despite Christ’s best effort, the disciples consistently missed the spiritual appli-

cation He provided specifically for their benefit. Sadly, so it is with us today. God 
continues to reveal Himself to us in miraculous ways; and although we accept 
deliverance, we fail to recognize the power behind the miracle.

Similarly, when Jesus fed the multitude for the second time, He used this event 
as an opportunity to demonstrate His power not only to meet physical and spiritu
al needs but, more important, to exemplify the worth of a soul. Yet, in the midst of 
the multitude, the disciples saw only problems instead of opportunities.

“What irony! In the midst of a bakery—in the presence of the Eternal Baker— 
they tell the ‘Bread of Life’ that there is no bread. How silly we must appear to 
God.”2 How tragic that His own disciples doubted right up to the very end—even 
when He admonishes them with the great gospel commission, “When they saw 
Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted” (Matt. 28:17, NKJV).

1. John C. Maxwell, ed., The Maxwell Leadership Bible, New King James Version (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers), p. 1208.
2. Max Lucado, The Inspirational Study Bible, NKJV (Nashville: Word Publishing. 1995), p. 1264.

Sonia E. Paul, Huntsville, A labam a
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Sandy Stones  
and S tony Sand

T hursday
A p r il 28

O PINION
Mark 6:4-11

You are walking barefoot on a beach, enjoying the air, sea, and sky. The awe
some beauty of God’s nature enthralls you as you marvel at His creativity and 
power. You can see the painted sunset off in the distance, hear the crashing, lap
ping waves of the sea, and feel the warm, wet, squishy sand between your toes. 
All of a sudden, bathed in all this natural luxury, you step on a hard, pointed rock 
that pierces the bottom of your foot and causes bleeding. The peace has been 
breached; the tranquility is utterly annihilated by your pain and blood. This is the 
feeling that I get from the opening verses of Mark.

When I read the first few verses of Mark 6 ,1 am truly concerned. The story here 
is that Jesus has returned to His hometown of Nazareth and is the speaker for the 
hour at the synagogue one Sabbath. Everything was going well until He reveals to 
the churchgoers that they need to 
repent and be forgiven of their sins.
At this point, they show their true 
colors; they talk about Jesus’ past 
and upbringing, “Isn’t this the car
penter’s Son?” In other words, they 
were saying, “Who does He think He is, telling us to repent?” Now we all know that 
no one is perfect; however, it is most unpleasant when “church folk” begin making 
accusations, especially on the sacred grounds of the synagogue. They meant to 
imply that Jesus could preach all the sermons He wanted, as long as He did not 
pull them out of their comfort zone of being the “chosen” people.

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus renames the disciple Simon, meaning pebble, to 
Peter, meaning rock. “ ‘On this rock I will build My church’ ” (NKJV). He was strong 
enough to become the basis of a church, yet at the Master’s betrayal in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and unfair trial, Peter proved to be very, very weak—a sandy 
stone, falling apart at the point of pressure. I see this trait in the Nazarenes who 
witnessed Jesus’ sermons and miracles. They were willing to hear His words and 
see His miracles, as long as they were not offended by correction. In their rejection 
of Jesus, they had become sandy stones, appearing to be the real thing when they 
really were not. Other people rejected Jesus when He refused to become king at 
their whim. Jesus knew His calling and would not be swayed by the crowd.

At this point they show  
their true colors.

Joy Cole, R ichmond, Virginia 
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Friday
A p r il 29 W e lc o m e  M a t  ^

EXPLORATION
Mark 6:1-13, 30-56; 7:1-22 

CONCLUDE
When Jesus visited His hometown, He was criticized and rejected. He did not 

force Himself and His message on the listeners. Instead, He moved on to towns 
where He was eagerly welcomed. In fact, He preached to a crowd of people who 
wouldn’t even leave to get food. And so He performed a miracle for them. Today 
Jesus is still unwelcome to many, but where He is listened to and embraced, He 
brings gifts beyond expectation.

CONSIDER
■  Reading (on the Internet or at the library) about a person in politics, reli

gion, or entertainment who you feel faces prejudice.
■  Helping someone who teaches younger children in Sabbath School. Think 

about whether you feel accepted by the children. How does their level of 
acceptance affect your ability to minister to them?

■  Listing rituals you perform at church that hold no meaning for you. Think 
about how you could make them more meaningful.

■  Asking someone close to you (a parent, sibling, roommate, spouse, boss, 
friend, etc.) to share what positive change they would like to see you 
make. Then make It.

■  Creating a musical rendition depicting Jesus’ calming of the storm. If you 
don’t play an instrument, you can use recorded music and add sound 
effects.

■  Sketching out an Idea for a welcome sign that would let Jesus know He is 
welcome at your church or Sabbath School room.

■  Calculating how many loaves of bread and how many fish it would take to 
feed a crowd of 5,000 men plus women and children.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, chaps. 39; 40.
Alfred Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol. 1, pp. 635-695;
G. Campbell Morgan, The Gospel According to Mark, pp. 131-166; Adam
Clark, Clark’s Commentary, vol. 5, pp. 188-192.

Kim Peckham, Failing Waters, West Virginia 
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Lesson 6
A p ril 3 0 -M a y  7

The Passion
predicted

"When He had called the people to Himself, with His dis
ciples also, He said to them, 'W hoever desires to come 

after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow M e' " (Mark 8:34, NKJV).



Sabbath
A p ril 30 M o re  Than Just 

W o o d  and Nails
NTRODUCTION

Gal. 4:4, 5

John and Sebastian are good friends. They share math class every day. John, 
a Christian, witnesses to Sebastian—who is not a Christian—about the love of
God. He has told him about Christ dying on the cross to save him from eternal
death. John hoped that Sebastian would give his life to Christ, but Sebastian was 
not interested in salvation.

Sebastian is a high diver for his school. One night he went to the school’s large 
swimming pool to practice his high diving. He climbed to the highest platform, stood

upright with his arms outstretched, 
ready to dive. He hesitated, noticing 
the light of the moon, making a fig
ure on the wall that looked like a 
cross. Just then the janitor came in 
and turned on the lights. When 
Sebastian looked down more than 
20 feet below, he saw that the pool 

was empty of water. Since then, Sebastian has given his heart to God.
The Old Rugged Cross is more than just wood and nails. It was on the cross 

that the Son of God was sacrificed for your sins and mine.
Hollywood might view the Cross and its significance as an avenue for produc

tion of a movie to generate a profit. But the action of this significant object means 
life for the human family. When the cross was raised upright and the first Promise 
was there hanging, all men could be drawn to the glorified Savior of the world. The 
man Christ Jesus came and died on a cruel cross for the sins of the world. God’s 
purpose knows no haste and no delay for “when the fullness of the time had come, 
God sent forth His Son,... to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5, NKVJ).

Our Lord Jesus Christ came to this world as the unwearied servant of man’s 
necessity. His compassion knew no limit. In every community through which He 
passed, He laid His hands on some, looked on some, and spoke to all who were 
in the hearing of His voice. There were no ends to how Jesus healed the people. 
He healed all who needed healing. Those rejected by men were assured by Jesus 
that He was here to save them. He taught His disciples that He was here to save 
the outcast for He was going to die for them (verses 4, 5).

Even if you are rejected by others, Christ has died for you no matter how you 
may feel. Jesus Christ is still in the saving business and He wants to save you and 
me. Let us live with the hope that one day we will see Him.

Carlton Richards, Mandeville, Jamaica

Even if you are rejected  
by others, Christ has 

died for you.
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T h e O rig in  o f  
th e  Cross

Sunday
M ay 1

EVIDENCE
Mark 8:37; 1 Cor. 15:22-24; 1 Pet. 4:12, 13

Mark is the shortest of the Gospels, yet in some respects it is the most vigor
ous and powerful of them all. Mark emphasizes Jesus as a man of action. A char
acteristic word of Mark is eutheos or (euthas) “straightway,” or “immediately,” which 
he uses more often than all the other Gospel writers together.

Mark was not an eyewitness to the events he described, though familiar with the 
Gospel because he had heard Peter’s account of it. Writing his book for non-Jews, 
he explained Jewish customs (such as the Passover) for readers not familiar with 
such events. He relates the life of Jesus largely in chronological order. His empha
sis on miracles makes apparent his purpose, which was to highlight the mighty 
power of God as evidenced by Jesus’ many signs and wonders. Mark proves Jesus 
is the Messiah by the witness of His divine power, which, presumably, would be 
more convincing to his intended readers—Christians of a Gentile, perhaps Roman, 
background.

At the close of His ministry, Christ explained to His disciples that His own life of 
self-abnegation was an example of what theirs’ should be. Calling His disciples, 
and those who lingered near, He 
said, “ ‘If anyone desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow Me’ ”
(Matt. 16:24, NKJV).

A cross is a manmade object 
and an instrument of torture and 
death associated with the power of Rome. Nothing manmade can have any power 
over divinity. Jesus took it upon Himself to die for us in the most humiliating way. 
He not only died but was also resurrected, yet many of us accept only half the 
gospel. We accept the ministry of the Cross but not that of the resurrected Lord.

In addition to secular history, these are the reports of the New Testament writ
ers themselves. Archaeologists and historians are constantly verifying the accura
cy of the biblical account of history.

The Cross destroys anything connected with sinful humanity, but cannot touch 
anything divine. By showing itself powerless to destroy anything divine, it confirms 
its powerlessness. Fire can only refine the gold and increase its glory. In this man
ner, the cross became the acid test that makes a separation between sinful 
humanity and perfect divinity.

At the Cross, the Savior’s divinity was confirmed. Even the Roman centurion was 
compelled to exclaim, “ Truly this Man was the Son of God!’ ” (Mark 15:39, NKJV).

Jolene Bryan, Mandeville, Jam aica

M any of us accept only 
half the gospel.
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M o n d a y
May 2 T h e True Exam ple  

o f Selfless Service
OGOS

Mark 7:24-9:13; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 12:3

The True Nature of Jesus Christ (Eph. 5:2; Heb. 12:3)
The hostility of the priest, rulers, scribes, and the Pharisees dogged the foot

steps of Christ throughout His earthly ministry. His true nature was one of love. 
Jesus uses every opportunity to seek out and help those in need. He taught His 
disciples that salvation was also for the non-Jews. His work was not restricted to 
time and place. He stood up for principles and opposed injustice. Jesus came to 
reveal who God Is and His love for humanity. ‘The great controversy is the selfish 
system of Satan and the selfless system of God in collision. While Lucifer stated 
he would be like the Most High (Isa. 14:14, NIV), Christ is the Most High.”1

Encounter With the Scribes and Pharisees (Mark 8:11, 12)
Since the scribes and Pharisees did not want to believe that Jesus was the Son 

of God, they murmured and complained and sought to take His life. But not all were
oblivious to the prophe
cies that portrayed 
Christ as the suffering 
servant. Many sincere 
individuals looked for
ward to seeing the 
Promised One. We are 
often too quick to point 
fingers at ancient Israel 

and wonder at their blindness, yet many today shut their eyes to the signs of His 
second coming.

Unconditional Acceptance (Mark 7:25-30; John 6:37)
Jesus accepts everyone where He finds them and leads them to where He 

wants them. He said, “ ‘All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one 
who comes to Me I will by no means cast out’ ” (John 6:37, NKJV). Through the 
eyes of His omnipresence, Jesus saw a woman of Phoenicia who according to the 
custom then, was an outcast of society. Jesus saw that she had a need. He used 
that need to grant the woman her wish and to show to His disciples what His true 
mission was all about. “He taught them that self-seeking as was the custom of the 
Pharisees were not to be named among them.”2 He sought in their presence to 
break down the barriers between Jews and non-Jews.

True Christians should be more 
concerned with the salvation of 
their neighbors than with their 

stock portfolio or business.
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Let us beware lest we try to rebuild the barriers between ourselves and our 
neighbors or those of another religion. In God’s sight all humans are equal.

Jesus' Revelation of God (Matt. 1:23; Mark 7:36, 37; John 1:14)
Jesus came to reveal to humankind who God is. His name reveals His divine 

nature— God with us. Both believers and demons address Him as the Son of God 
(Matt. 8:29; Mark 1:1).

Although Jesus told those He healed not to tell anyone about the miracles, they 
simply couldn’t keep it to themselves. ‘That which had led the Jews to reject the 
Savior’s work was the highest evidence of His divine character.”3

Taking Up the Cross and Following Him (Matt. 16:24; 1 Pet. 2:21)
“Jesus gave up all His glory to bear the shame of the Cross. He explained to 

His disciples that His own life of selfless service was an example of what theirs 
should be.”4 Love for souls for whom Christ died means crucifixion of self and self
ish ambitions. “He who is a child of God should henceforth look upon himself as a 
link in the chain let down to save the world.”5

True Christians should be more concerned with the salvation of their neighbors 
than with their stock portfolio or business. God calls all of us to be workers with 
Him. Many feel that it would be a great privilege to visit the scenes of Christ’s life 
on earth, but we need not go to Bethlehem, Nazareth, or even Capernaum to walk 
in His footsteps. We shall find footsteps beside the bedside of the sick, in the hov
els of poverty, in the crowded alleys of great cities, and in any place where humans 
are In need of consolation.

REACT
1. Jesus Christ was the manifestation of God in human form, so His actions dur

ing His earthly life were actions that any of us could imitate. How does this relate 
to the performing of miracles?

2. Why didn’t Christ simply cure everyone in the whole world at one time while 
He was In this world? Why did He just repair a few local problems?

3. To what extent, if any, should Christians participate in politics? Explain your 
answer.

4. What was the fundamental message of Christ about the nature of God?
5. To what extent is Christianity different from other faiths?

1. David Metzler, Daily Devotion tor Adults, p. 7.
2. C. Mervyn Maxwell, The Message of Daniel, God Cares, vol. 1.
3. Ibid.
4. Ibid., p. 238.
5. Ibid., p. 239.

Ruth Bryan-W aicott, Mandeviiie, Jamaica
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Tuesday
May 3 Th e M ission

o f th e  M essiah
TESTIMONY
Mark 7:24-37

When Jesus cast out the evil spirit from the daughter of the Syrophenician 
woman and opened the deaf person’s ear and loosed his tongue from the imped
iment, it clearly indicates that He was the long-awaited Messiah. “Every miracle
that Christ performed was a sign of His divinity. He was doing the very work that
had been foretold of the Messiah.’”

“Jesus stood before the people as a living expositor of the prophecies con
cerning Himself. Explaining the words He had read, He spoke of the Messiah as a 
reliever of the oppressed, a liberator of captives, a healer of the afflicted, restoring 
sight to the blind, and revealing to the world the light of truth.”2

“In the sufferings of Christ upon the Cross, prophecy was fulfilled. Centuries 
before the crucifixion, the Saviour had foretold the treatment He was to receive. He 
said, ‘Dogs have compassed Me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed Me:

they pierced My hands and My 
feet. I may tell all My bones:
they look and stare upon Me. 
They part My garments among 
them, and cast lots upon My 
vesture.’ Ps. 22:16-18. The 
prophecy concerning His gar
ments was carried out without 
counsel or interference from 

the friends or the enemies of the Crucified One. To the soldiers who had placed 
Him upon the cross, His clothing was given. Christ heard the men’s contention as 
they parted the garments among them. His tunic was woven throughout without 
seam, and they said, ‘Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be.’ ”3 

“Every important aspect of the life and mission of Jesus—His nature, His birth, 
the events of His life, and, most particularly, His sufferings and death—were all 
foretold by the prophets of old. Not only that, but every act of His life was performed 
in fulfillment of a plan that existed from eternity.”4

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 406.
2. Ibid., p. 237.
3. Ibid., p. 746.
4. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 284.

"Jesus stood before the  
people as a living expositor 

of the prophecies 
concerning Himself."

Marlon Robinson, Mandeville, Jam aica
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W ednesday

P r" lQ  K O C C *  1__ M ay 4
I I I  1 vJ ̂  ̂  •
H u m an ity 's  Future
HOW -TO
John 20:31; Rom. 10:11-13; Gal. 3: 28

God sent Jesus directly to earth. He came as an example to show humans how 
to survive In a wicked and sinful world. The Cross was inevitable. Christ lived, died, 
and resides today in the hearts of humankind. His crucifixion was for the redemp
tion of humanity.

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is seen performing a number of miracles: He 
restores sight to the blind, loosens the tongue of the dumb, provides for the hun
gry, casts out demons, and heals other infirmities. He healed people despite who 
they were, Jew or Greek, bond or free, as long as they believed (Gal. 3:28). Jesus’ 
aim was to “show that His love was not to be circumscribed to race or nation.”* 
Hence, salvation is for all.

Do you believe Jesus can still work 
those miracles today? Have you 
entered into a personal relationship 
with Him? In what way does your belief 
in Christ advance your relationship 
with Him?

How can one engage in a close relationship with Christ? Here are a few useful 
hints:

•  Share your problems. Humans always wish to have someone with whom 
they can share their difficulties. Christ is the best Person you can tell your problems 
to because He knows the conflict and the solutions long before you perceive them. 
He is the greatest Problem Solver.

•  Believe. Whatever you ask of Christ, you must believe that He is able. He is 
an all-wise, all-knowing, and all-powerful God. He knows what is best for us and is 
capable of doing everything we could possibly ask of Him. All Jesus requires of us 
is our belief in Him.

•  Jesus gives every man the freedom of choice. He says, I place before you life 
and death, truth and error; however, He advises us to choose life. Now it is for us 
to accept His compassionate love and share it with souls hungering for the light of 
truth. Think about this seriously: Do you think Christ would still have come and died 
had you been the only sinner on earth?

Jesus’ destiny was earth, and His purpose was the Cross. His reason was you. 
His desire is for all of His created beings to reign with Him in eternity.

* The Desire o f Ages, p. 402.

Jesus is an all-wise, 
all-knowing, and 

all-powerful God.

Lician Renalds, Mandeville, Jamaica
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T hursday
M ay 5 W h o s e  Passion

W as It? I
OPINION

Eph. 5:2; Heb. 12:3

Other than having an emotional/sexual meaning, passion in the context of the 
Cross means, as stated by the Oxford dictionary, ‘The suffering of our Lord at the 
cross.” The suffering of our Lord was predicted centuries before the Crucifixion. Did 
He have to die? Could someone else have taken His place? Jesus had to die. He 
was the only One suited to save the fallen human race.

The passion of the Crucifixion could not have been anybody else’s. Jesus, his
torically, came from both the 
Moabites as traced from Ruth’s 
genealogy and also from Boaz’s 
genealogy. Both together, by 
their union, make up the geneal
ogy of David from which the 
Lord came (Ruth 4:13-22).

Jesus not only came from Jewish descent, but also from the Moabites who were 
considered heathen, hence making Him the only true sacrifice. He came to save both 
the Christians and the heathens. The sacrifice was one that only Jesus could provide.

Many times we see the cross as simply the wood on which the Savior died, but 
it was more than that. It means the end of ceremonial services and the beginning 
of a one-on-one relationship with God. How good can that be? Now, because of 
the Cross, we can go straightway to the Father and have our own problems solved.

“By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to 
angels. He was the Word of God,—God’s thought made audible.”*

This week the Cross as seen and recorded by Mark will be emphasizing the 
passion that was predicted.

REACT
1. Why should we trust God to fulfill His purpose in our life?
2. How should we treat those who are less fortunate than we are?
3. How can we encourage a friend who has been rejected by men and feels 

unworthy of God’s love?
4. Jesus’ first coming guaranteed His second coming. How much do you agree 

with this statement?
5. While Jesus was on earth, He was always performing miracles. Do you believe 

He is still doing so? What are some of the miracles that are evident in your life?

* The Desire o f Ages, p. 19.

Joneshia Bryan, Mandeville, Jam aica

The Cross means the 
beginning of a one-on-one  

relationship with God.
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GocTs Plus Sign [
Friday
M ay 6

EXPLORATION
1 Cor. 1:18 

CONCLUDE
The story of the Cross is about a compassionate Savior. He went through ulti

mate agony because you matter. When the truth grips the core of your being, you 
will never be the same. The story of the Cross also reveals the sensitivity of God 
to the pain that sin brings upon people. You will live in awe at the reality of God’s 
unconditional, forgiving love. This reality will help you treat people lovingly. Thus, 
the Cross today becomes a powerful symbol of God’s love through its vertical and 
horizontal dimensions—connecting you to God and connecting you to fellow 
beings. You will add new relationships when you believe in the Cross. How appro
priate it is, then, to call the Cross “God’s plus sign”!

CONSIDER
■  Composing a cinquain—a short, five-line poem, about the Cross. The first 

line is a single-word title— Example: Cross. Second line, two words describ
ing the title; third line, three words, expressing action; fourth line, four words 
expressing a feeling in a phrase; and fifth line, one word, repeating the title 
or giving a synonym for it.

■  Listing things that you do for others that show you care. Rank them in order 
of frequency of use and then reflect on how to improve these activities.

■  Role-playing the conversation between God the Father and Jesus in heav
en just before Jesus came to the earth. Especially debrief on the sufferings 
and death Jesus was to go through, feeling the emotions of the Father and 
the Son.

■  Making a collage of a cross using picture cutouts of items related to the 
Cross—literally or symbolically, such as, trees, wood, nails, people, heart, 
etc. Place it where you can see it often and meditate on the love of God.

■  Listening to or singing the song ‘The Old Rugged Cross,” thinking of the 
words so powerfully portraying God’s love to humankind.

■  Brainstorming with a friend on the personal meaning of the Cross and 
Christ’s death.

CONNECT
Mark 15.
The Desire of Ages, chaps. 78; 79.
Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, pp. 199-205.

Prem a Gaikwad, Cavite, Philippines
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Lesson 7
M ay 7-14

Teaching the 
Disciples

" 'If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, 
and the servant of all' " (Mark 9:35, NIV).



BiFocal V ision
Sabbath 

M ay 7

IN TR O D U C TIO N
Mark 9:23; 10:27

Wealth. Beauty. Brains. Success.
Winning. Achieving the C’s—Charge account, Condominium, Carats, Career 

with six-figure salary, Cash to spare, fancy Car. Fame and glamor. Media attention. 
Success.

The King dressed up as a commoner, divinity taking on humanity. Turning the 
other cheek. Seeking the kingdom first. Laying up treasure in heaven. Success.

Can these seemingly polar opposites be reconciled? What if you woke up one 
day and found out that all the things you prized and loved were worthless? What if 
everything felt empty? What if your values and morals were challenged?

Christianity claims to have a solid Rock in Jesus. What does the Cross mean to 
you? What does Jesus stand for? What hope does He offer for our present and the 
future?

As a public figure, Jesus was surrounded by multitudes, including those who 
would discredit Him, Crowds 
were running to Him and greet
ing Him. Casting out spirits and 
healing the sick, He taught that 
“ ‘If you can believe, all things 
are possible to him who 
believes’ ” (Mark 9:23, NKJV).
So it is possible to do great things for the Lord. Yet God’s lenses paint a different 
world from ours.

Like the disciples, could we be missing the point sometimes? Success through 
our tunnel-vision eyes means climbing to the corporate top at all costs. Instead, 
Jesus used a child as a model for greatness (verses 35-37; 10:31, 41-45). In 
God’s kingdom, greatness comes from service and humility, not ego or works. In 
Mark 9:39-43, Jesus was not into exclusivity—the gospel, the gifts of the Spirit, all 
work done in His name and for His cause is recognized.

Jesus is amazing. He picked a motley crew to be His disciples and lovingly and 
patiently taught them His values. He countered human pride, arrogance, and ambi
tion with love and grace. Jesus worked with each of His disciples and transformed 
them, never giving up on them. The lessons took time to sink in. They were lost on 
some but what a legacy for us! Our human nature predisposes us to spiritual fail
ings. Jesus has set the record straight and fixed the cracks in the mirrors, directing 
us to look to God’s ideals. This week, take time to examine various aspects of spir
itual success, and let God do the transforming work in your life.

M elanie Kwan, Rochester, N ew York

Jesus was surrounded by 
multitudes, including those 
who would discredit Him.
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S unday
M a y  8 True C hristian

Success
-OGOS

Mark 9:14-10:31

In the dim, blue-stained light of the morning, four figures shuffled down the worn 
hillside path. Jesus, at the front of the group, had once again succeeded in stump
ing Peter, James, and John.

“What do you think ‘rising from the dead’ means?” one of them whispered to the 
back of his hand, hoping that Jesus wouldn’t hear. It was so difficult to know para
ble from fact. The others shrugged and darted their blurry eyes at one another. 
They were still trying to catch up from missing a night’s sleep and from the eerie 
shock of seeing Christ’s transfiguration.

Their discussion was interrupted when they began to hear mass pandemonium
down at the base camp. Teachers 
of the law were flailing their 
hands and pointing as they 
shouted their accusations. Not 
just one argument was going on, 
but several—one for each disci
ple who wished to defend himself 

and his lack of spiritual capabilities. Christ had to, once again, step in as supple
ment for His disciples’ inabilities.

Failure While Everyone Is Looking (Mark 9:14-29)
“A man in the crowd answered, Teacher, I brought you my son, who is pos

sessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws 
him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. I 
asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not’ ” (Mark 9:17,18, NIV).

When it really counted and Jesus was away, the disciples ended up making 
themselves look foolish in front of a crowd. Why was it that they failed? Jesus said 
later, “ ‘This kind [of evil spirit] can come out only by prayer’ ” (verse 29, NIV).

We, like the disciples, become comfortable in the midst of spiritual warfare. But 
it is during the times that we can’t see the salvation of God that we need even more 
faith in His saving grace.

We typically say, “Show me and I’ll believe you.”
But here Jesus says, “Believe Me and I’ll show you.”
Instead of doubting their ability to share God’s healing, the disciples should 

have realized that this was obviously an important soul that Satan desperately did 
not want to lose. This miracle required all of God and nothing but a conduit from 
the disciples.

W ho would have thought 
that you could lack some
thing by having everything.
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What Children Know About Salvation (Mark 9:30-50)
‘They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, ‘What 

were you arguing about on the road?’ But they kept quiet because on the way they 
had argued about who was the greatest” (verses 33, 34, NIV).

Everyone wants to feel important. The disciples seemed to be trying to prove 
their value in Christ’s earthly kingdom. Who would sit at His right hand? Who would 
sit at His left?

“He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, 
he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name wel
comes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who 
sent me’ ” (verses 36, 37, NIV).

Jesus then begins to share what He wishes the disciples would focus on. Don’t 
worry if others are doing miracles in Jesus’ name. Focus on those who need mir
acles. Don’t focus on your hand and miss out on the touch of God. Don’t focus on 
your foot and miss the path that God is leading you to. Don’t focus on your eye and 
miss the Savior in front of you.

Jesus Talks About Divorce (Mark 10:1-12)
The Pharisees were pretty upset by Jesus and His teachings. Many of them 

prided themselves in their righteous lifestyle. But Jesus comes along and says, 
“ ‘I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 
5:20, NIV).

The Pharisees had heard rumors about Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in which 
He blasted them on their teachings on murder, divorce, adultery, oaths, eye for an 
eye, and loving each other. He followed each of their teachings with the words “but 
I tell you.” Who did He think He was? Only God has the authority to change law.

But while they were trying to find a weakness in His teaching, Christ used this 
opportunity to reinforce that we are called to a higher standard of righteousness. 
Relationships are not merely contracts, but opportunities to exhibit true faithfulness.

The One Thing You Lack: Everything (Mark 10:17-31)
Mark continues to illustrate the weaknesses and behaviors of Christ’s followers 

by sharing the story of the rich young man. Once again, Jesus says that our right
eousness must surpass that of the Pharisees by being selfless. Who would have 
thought that you could lack something by having everything. Jesus never intended 
His people to stockpile wealth, but to use it to help His children in need. That is true 
Christianity.

You’ll notice that the Scriptures don’t tell us that the rich young man didn’t go 
and sell everything; it just says that it would be very difficult. It wasn’t impossible.

Roy Ice, Loma Linda, California
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M o n d a y
May 9 Faith's C o n n e c tio n

W ith  H eaven  |
TESTIMONY
John 6:37

What causes spiritual failures?
In what ways did the disciples show their spiritual failing?
Why did Jesus treat the children as He did?
“It is faith that connects us with heaven, and brings us strength for coping with 

the powers of darkness.. . .  But many feel that they lack faith, and therefore they 
remain away from Christ. Let these souls, in their helpless unworthiness, cast 
themselves upon the mercy of their compassionate Saviour. Look not to self, but 
to Christ.. . .  Faith comes by the word of God. Then grasp His promise, ‘Him that 
cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out.’ John 6:37. Cast yourself at His feet with 
the cry, ‘Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.’ You can never perish while you 
do this—never.”1

‘The nine disciples were yet pondering upon the bitter fact of their own
failure Their unbelief, that shut them out from deeper sympathy with Christ, and

the carelessness with which they 
regarded the sacred work committed to 
them, had caused their failure in the 
conflict with the powers of darkness.”2 

“Now the cross was just before Him; 
and His own disciples were so filled with 

self-seeking—the very principle of Satan’s kingdom—that they could not enter into 
sympathy with their Lord, or even understand Him as He spoke of His humiliation 
for them.”3

Jesus was ever a lover of children. “In the children who were brought in contact 
with Him, Jesus saw the men and women who should be heirs of His grace and 
subjects of His kingdom, and some of whom would become martyrs for His sake. 
He knew that these children would listen to Him and accept Him as their 
Redeemer far more readily than would grown-up people.”4

REACT
How is it that the disciples’ faith was not strong enough to cast out the demons 

from the possessed boy? What is the difference in the faith Christ demonstrated, 
which made it successful in removing the demon?

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 429.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid., p. 436.
4. Ibid., pp. 512, 515.

Chiara C. DeSanctis, Rochester, N ew  York

"The cross was just 
before Him."
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Th en  and N ow , 
That's P ow er

Tuesday
M ay 10

EVIDENCE
Mark 9:24, 29

This week our study centers on Christ’s practical lessons, instructing the disci
ples privately and publicly on the basic fundamentals of the power of prayer, spiri
tuality, and Christian doctrines. Many of these events occurred in the autumn of 
a .d . 30. The week will contrast God’s way of salvation versus humanity’s way.

The private teachings concern humility and greatness (Mark 9:33-36), enough 
work for everybody to do (verses 38-41), and causing others to sin and how to 
deal with our own sin (verses 42-50). The public teachings were on marriage 
(10:1-12), children and their importance (verses 13-16), and finally the tragic story 
of the rich young ruler and the costs of heaven in earthly terms (verses 17-31).

The first major theme for all of us to learn is the power of prayer. This week’s 
study begins with the demon-possessed boy which follows the mount of transfigu
ration. By these stories, we see 
the glorified Jesus on the 
mount compared to a satanic 
demon-possessed young boy; 
the glory of heaven versus the 
damning effects of the devil.
The disciples were dumbfound
ed that they could not heal the young boy; the father, who expected him to be 
healed, complained to Jesus and by faith asked for his son to be healed.

In this story, it is not who you claim to know, but in whom you believe. Two points 
need to be made first. Even though the disciples personally knew Christ, they real
ly did not understand how powerful prayer was to Jesus—something they would 
not understand until Pentecost. Second, it was the man’s faith that healed his son. 
Jesus calmly told the demon to leave and later admonished the disciples that it 
was the power of prayer that cast the demon out.

The second major theme that is very apparent in these stories is that our way 
of thinking is not Jesus’ way of thinking. Witness today how many homosexual part
ners are wanting to be married and how some churches allow this. As I write, they 
are going to courts demanding to be married and trying to change laws and con
stitutions allowing same-sex marriage. Christ made it very clear by quoting 
Genesis in Mark 10:6 that “God ‘made them male and female’ ” (NIV).

Finally, don’t miss the universality of the gospel message. People of other faiths 
are doing God’s work, and we shouldn’t hinder them or question their motives. 
Heaven is large enough for other faiths that are doing the work of God in Jesus 
Christ’s name.

H ow ard Krug, Webster, New York

The first major them e for 
all of us to learn is the 

power of prayer.
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W ednesday
May 11 H o w  to  Be a

S piritual Success
HOW -TO
Mark 9:35; 10:27

True success depends not on what we can do for ourselves, but what God can 
do in and through us. All of humankind can be used as a vessel by God to spread 
His everlasting message of love, joy, and peace. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus 
gives us many examples of how we can live a truly successful spiritual life. “ ‘If any
one desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all’ ” (Mark 9:35, NKJV). 
The spiritual giants of the Bible were great men and women because they lifted 
Jesus up in their lives. They constantly followed Jesus’ example by being a servant 
to all men, not just those who held a high position here on earth.

A majority of our failures here on earth come because we do not have faith in 
Jesus to pull us through the tough times. We do, however, have hope: “Jesus looked 
at them and said, ‘With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things

are possible’ ” (Mark 10:27, 
NKJV).

Now that we know Jesus 
can supply all our needs, 
here are a few steps we can 
take to become a spiritual 
success:

•  Get into the habit of daily morning devotion. Just as breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day, our daily devotion to Jesus should be one of the first 
tasks we accomplish each morning. Beginning your day with Jesus is a key ingre
dient to living each day of your life to the fullest. Ask for His guidance in prayer each 
day, and He will lead you down the right path.

•  Think long-term, not short-term. Our lives as Christians should be viewed as 
a marathon, not a sprint. There will be many bumps in the road that may cause us 
to waiver in our beliefs, but we should hold fast till He comes.

•  Faith is the victory. Our media likes to portray people as either winners or los
ers. The first question everyone asks after a sporting event Is, “Who won?” Jesus 
has already conquered Satan and his angels at the cross of Calvary. As followers 
of Christ, we need to stay rooted and grounded in His Word.

•  Keep perspective. When we view our lives here on earth, let’s keep Hebrews 
12:2 in mind: “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God” (NIV). What a promise to have: Jesus, the 
King of kings and Lord of lords, is our personal Author and Perfecter.

Jam es J. Taccone II, Rochester, New York

Jesus, the Creator of the 
universe, can supply us with  

any resource w e need.
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Thursday

1 ¡ \ / p c  o f  thp  R i r h  Ml M ay 12
L 1 V  3  v_J 1 L I 1C  1'̂ . 1 I 1

and Fam ous
OPINION
Mark 10:17-23

In Mark 10:21, Jesus told a man to give up everything he had accumulated in 
his life in order to get into heaven. Does Jesus actually want us to be poor?

‘The Bible does not condemn the rich man because he is rich; it does not 
declare the acquisition of wealth to be a sin, nor does it say that money is the root 
of all evil. On the contrary, the Scriptures state that it is God who gives the power 
to get wealth. And this ability is a precious talent if consecrated to God and 
employed to advance His cause.”1

Jesus wasn’t asking this man to give away his money because money is bad. 
He asked for this because the man was not using his wealth for God’s will. When 
we agree to be a disciple of Christ, we agree to let God influence every aspect of 
our lives, and it is obvious that Jesus knew that the money was holding this man 
back. So how do we accumu
late wealth and still be rich in 
God’s eyes?

‘The sincere Christian ap
preciates the warning given 
by Jesus, and is a doer of His 
word, thus laying up his treas
ure in heaven, just as the world’s Redeemer has told him he should do. He views an 
eternity of bliss worth a life of persevering and untiring effort. He is not misdirecting 
his efforts.”2

“He has not lost by any means the power of accumulation; but he employs his 
active energies in seeking for spiritual attainments. Then all his entrusted talents 
will be appreciated as God’s gifts to be employed to His glory. By him, property will 
be prized, not hoarded, valued only inasmuch as it can be used to advance the 
truth, to work as Christ worked when He was upon the earth, to bless humanity. 
For this purpose he will use his powers, not to please or glorify self, but to strength
en every entrusted gift that he may do the highest service to God. Of him it can be 
said, ‘Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.’

“God does not condemn prudence and foresight in the use of the things of this 
life, but the feverish care, the undue anxiety, with respect to worldly things is not in 
accordance with His will.”3

1. Councils on Stewardship, p. 138.
2. Ibid., p. 158.
3. Ibid., pp. 158, 159.

Jason Orsburn, Rochester, New York

Jesus wasn't asking this man 
to give away his money 
because money is bad.
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Friday 
May 13 True S p iritua l

Success
EXPLORATION

Mark 9:35

CONCLUDE
One interest of humanity is to define, quantify, formulate, or legalize important 

aspects of life, including Christianity. After all, how else can you clearly know what 
spiritual success or spiritual failure is? Go to church, pay tithe, say you love God, 
don’t sin—and eternity is yours? Why do we embrace this limited, misguided 
understanding of God, never inviting Jesus to give us a new heart and a new spir
it? Is it too hard to take our eyes off our outward spiritual condition so we can look 
to Jesus Christ? When focusing only on a superficial understanding of spiritual 
success, you don’t need to know the character of God, you don’t need to under
stand the meaning of the Cross, and you don’t even need to ask any questions. 
God invites you to study His Word to see the big picture and to become Christlike, 
so you can hear the Creator proclaim, “ ‘Well done, good and faithful servant’ ” 
(Matt. 25:23, NKJV) and not “ ‘I never knew you’ ” (7:23, NKJV). True spiritual suc
cess comes through a deeper understanding of the character of God.

CONSIDER
■  Creating a church mural to depict the scene described in Mark 9:34-37.
■  Interviewing individuals in a mall or on a street corner to compute the 

percentage of individuals who believe they: (a) have obtained spiritual 
success, or (b) can obtain spiritual success, or (c) cannot obtain spiritual 
success.

■  Composing a modern-day version of Mark 9:33-50, and sharing it as a 
monologue.

■  Leading a song service that includes mission-theme songs.
■  Directing and participating in a church walk-a-thon to raise funds for needy 

church members or needy community members. Remember to model the 
first-shall-be-last and the last-shall-be-first attitude.

■  Listing your top five most important assets, qualities, talents, possessions, 
etc., and assess how you use those for Christ.

■  Cultivating a “stewardship garden,” one in which the “first fruits” and the “last 
fruits” are donated to the needy.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, pp. 432-442; Steps to Christ.

Jodie B e ll Watson, Kalispell, Montana
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Lesson 8
M ay 14-21

The final
Journey

" 'Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many' " 

(Mark 10:45, NASB).



S abba th
M a y  14 The Journey  

to  Salvation
NTRODUCTION

Mark 10:45

The sun beat steadily on the back of my neck as I stood on the outdoor track 
at my high school regional track meet. Due to an unforeseen injury by our star run
ner, I was placed as the final leg on the 800-meter relay. My legs trembled and my 
stomach did flip-flops as I watched how close the race was.

I looked over to my opponent and almost fainted when I realized that she was 
the national women’s champion for the 800-meter race. As I positioned my feet and 
hands to receive the baton, thoughts of failure and defeat crowded my mind—I 
could never beat this girl. Suddenly the cool object was placed in my sweaty palms 
and I began running. I blocked out the cheers and boos of the crowd and focused 
on my goal. Even though my chest burned and I felt dizzy, I knew that stopping was 
not an option— I could not fail because my team was depending on me.

Through the pain in my body I continued to run and I did not stop until I crossed
the finish line. I decided to close

I
 my eyes because I did not want 

to see the disappointment on 
my teammates’ faces when they 
told me that we had lost the 
race. When I opened my eyes, 

my coach swooped me up in the air. I then realized that the opposing team had 
dropped the baton and we had won.

During Jesus’ final journey to Jerusalem, He traveled with the heavy weight of 
our salvation. Not only did He know the events that would transpire leading up to 
His death (Mark10:32, 34), but He also understood the importance of His mission.

Jesus knew that He would be betrayed and that His beloved disciples would not 
stand with Him. This realization caused Him to experience human emotions such 
as isolation (10:32), depression (14:33), and anxiety (verse 36). He tried to explain 
to His disciples the events that would transpire, but they were afraid and confused 
(10:32). Jesus knew that His friends would fail Him—He knew that humanity would 
reject Him—but His love for us transcended all. Jesus’ destiny was to conquer and 
defeat the forces of evil. His mission was our salvation.

Charlyne L. Melville, Brooklyn, New York 
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Sunday

f n o  F i / ! r l p n r o  1 May 15
1 I I L  L V I U c M L c  I

o f Service
EVIDENCE
Mark 10:43-45; 11:22-24; 2 Cor. 4:15

Bill was on his way home from work on a rainy but otherwise ordinary day. 
Never did he expect that lightning would strike a large tree right above a corner on 
the highway he was traveling. Never did he dream that just as he rounded that cor
ner, a massive branch from that tree would crash through his windshield, pinning 
him in his car. Suddenly an ordinary trip home for Bill became a life-and-death 
struggle.

In a similar sense, as Jesus and His disciples make the journey to Jerusalem, 
little did the disciples realize the life-and-death struggle that was at stake. While the 
disciples envisioned the fulfillment of their fondest dreams as Jesus set up His 
earthly kingdom, Jesus endeavored to give them evidence of His much greater 
plan. He spoke of things that amazed them, yet in the end proved not only to be 
true, but also the evidence on which their faith could rest. (See Mark 11:22-24.)

Today, some 2,000 years later, we too are on a journey home. The struggle is 
just as real and the stakes are just as high. The evidence given to the disciples is 
just as relevant to us because 
the same lessons Jesus was 
trying to teach them we must 
learn ourselves. For example,
Jesus taught His disciples that 
while the world exercises lord
ship and authority over their 
subjects, “ ‘Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your ser
vant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all’ ” (Mark 10:43, 44, 
NKJV). Then, just a few years later, the great apostle Paul boldly reminds us, “Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” (Rom. 
12:2, NKJV). (See also 1 Corinthians 9:19; 10:33.)

The greatest evidence—then and now—remains Jesus’ demonstration of eter
nal love. “ ‘Even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many’ ” (Mark 10:45, NKJV). And this same love is what 
God longs to put in our hearts as evidence from which others can be led to believe. 
“This is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one 
another, . . .  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we 
also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:11, 16, NKJV).

Suddenly an ordinary trip 
hom e for Bill becam e a 
life-and-death struggle.

Ross Harris, Benton, A rkansas
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M o n d a y
M a y  16 T h e Radical, I 

R ansom ing Jesus
OGOS

Mark 10:32; 11:25

Jesus was always unconventional. He was never viewed as a “safe” option in 
His lifetime. He was always seen as someone who made a difference, who was 
radical, even dangerous. In fact, He was killed because the controlling powers 
decided He just was not safe to have around.

Jesus was radical even for the radicals. He Himself said He didn’t come to bring 
peace but a sword. Jesus used a direct approach and was no stranger to contro
versy. He called the religious leaders of His time “ ‘whitewashed tombs . . .  full of 
dead men’s bones’ ” (Matt. 23:27, NKJV). He called the respected pious men of His 
day hypocrites. He called the king a fox. He identified the establishment as a 
“ ‘brood of vipers’ ” (12:34, NKJV). He was identified as a glutton and a drunkard. 
He accused the religious leaders of turning the temple into a den of thieves. In His 
public addresses He clearly showed what He thought of the narrow-mindedness 
of religious tradition. Jesus had no time for mock holiness.

Jesus astonished people, His disciples included (Mark 10:32). Why? Because
He turned their whole value sys
tem upside down! He cared 
nothing for wealth or social posi
tion or power. He didn’t even 
bother talking to Herod, the ulti
mate insult to a king. To Pilate 

He was brief and to the point, not seeking any favors.
Most of all, Jesus was not “nice.” He represented nothing of that niceness which 

is so characteristic of Christianity today, a bland amorphous faith that is simply— 
well—nice.

Jesus challenged the religious norms of His time. He did not accept the accept
ed wisdom. He demanded rethinking of the givens.

Forgive your brother seven times? More than anyone would have the right to 
expect—in normal human circumstance? No, says Jesus, don’t even count your 
acts of forgiveness.

In contrast to the belief that wealth was a sign of God’s blessing, Jesus says it 
is harder for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God than a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle. Even Jesus’ disciples were astonished at this one, asking, 
“ ‘Who then can be saved?’ ” (Matt. 19:25, KJV).

The first will be last; the last will be first. Whoever wishes to be great must be a 
servant. Wisdom and praise not from the educated adults but from babes and chil
dren. Such ideas fly in the face of contemporary beliefs and rip the ground out from

Jesus makes the com fort
able uncom fortable.
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all the self-satisfied professional religionists. Jesus operates in opposition to the con
cepts of His time, and it is hardly surprising that those in power and authority react 
against him and try to enforce their leadership. Jesus is antiestablishment, and they 
demand to know “By what authority are you doing these things?” (21:23, NKJV).

As a consequence and because of such division on the very basics of who God 
is and how He operates, Jesus is placed in confrontation. So He speaks bluntly.

To the Pharisees: “ ‘You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me?’ ” (22:18, 
NIV).To the Sadducees: “ ‘You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures 
or the power of God’ ” (verse 29, NIV). Of the teachers of the law: “ ‘Do not do what 
they do, for they do not practice what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put 
them on men’s shoulders, . . .  You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beauti
ful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything 
unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on 
the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness’ ” (23:3, 4, 27, 28, NIV).

To all those who claimed to speak for God and yet did not know him: “ ‘You blind 
guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel’ ” (verse 24, NIV). (Pointed, and 
funny too! Don’t tell me the common people did not laugh at that one.)

The Gospels reveal many instances in which Jesus confronts others, mainly to 
gain thought and reflection—perhaps even to shock people out of their comfort 
zone, to disturb their equilibrium. Jesus makes the comfortable uncomfortable. 
Why? Because it is the only way to face the desperate importance of His message.

Next He tells them that He’s about to be betrayed, killed, and then will rise 
again—enough to shock even the hardened cynic.

What was He saying? That He was paying a huge price to save us from our
selves. Giving His life a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). And don’t get sidelined into 
asking who He paid the ransom to or what the currency was. He was simply say
ing that to save us cost Him greatly.

For to save us from our sinful selves, to break through the veneer of self- 
righteousness we all wear like our best outfit, to shock us into the realization of our 
doomed state, the radical, unconventional Jesus goes to the Cross.

Nor is the Cross some pleasant aspect of religiosity—however much we may 
want to sanitize it. The way of Jesus, His journey to Jerusalem, Is the way of the 
Cross. For on the Cross, which certainly is as far from nice as you can get, the rad
ical Jesus challenges us to come to Him, to be won back to love and trust in Him, 
to receive the salvation only He can give. Radical ransom. God at work saving you 
and me. Do you dare to be as radical?

REACT
1. Do you see Jesus as radical? Explain your answer.
2. In perfecting our character to be like that of Jesus, how do we react to reli

gious extremists who carry out suicide bombings? What is our call to action in 
telling the story of Jesus to them?

Jonathan Gallagher, Laurel, M aryland
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Tuesday
M ay 17 His Priceless 

C om passion
TESTIMONY
Mark 10:45

How could they ever think that the Man they loved most, their Friend, would be 
betrayed by one of them and soon crucified? “Christ presented His future, illus
trating it by the things of nature, that the disciples might understand. The true result 
of His mission was to be reached by His death.”1

But Christ’s words to His disciples made little impression on them, for their 
hearts harbored pride and ambition to hold the highest positions in His kingdom.

So Jesus set about to help them 
realize their selfish condition by 
cleansing their hearts through 
the communion service in the 
upper room.

“Jesus said to the disciples, 
‘Ye are clean, but not all.’ He had 
washed the feet of Judas, but the 
heart had not been yielded to 

Him. It was not purified. Judas had not submitted himself to Christ.”2
At the last hour of His life on earth, His disciples’ hearts were still in doubt and 

in fear. But God comforted them with His promises (John 14:1-3).
‘The Saviour’s promise to His disciples is a promise to His church to the end of 

time. God did not design that His wonderful plan to redeem men should achieve 
only Insignificant results. All who will go to work, trusting not in what they them
selves can do, but In what God can do for and through them, will certainly realize 
the fulfillment of His promise.”3

Though Christ knew Judas from the beginning, He still made cleansing avail
able to him. The priceless compassion of Christ for His disciples is the same love 
He has for His children here on earth. If we walk in His sight, He is always ready 
to receive us.

REACT
1. When we examine Jesus’ unconventional life, how does that impact our view 

of the Father?
2. In the gospel of Mark, Christ told His disciples three times what was going to 

happen to Him, but the disciples missed the big picture. How are we like them?

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 623.
2. Ibid., p. 649.
3. Ibid., p. 667.

"The Saviour's prom ise to 
H is disciples is a prom ise 
to H is church to the end 

of time."

Stephanie Loriezo, Silang, Philippines
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Insp ect M y  Fruit~[
W ednesday

M ay 18

H O W -TO
Mark 11:12-14

The curse on the fig tree seems harsh and out of character for Jesus. Upon 
closer inspection of the matter, however, we see that this tree provides a perfect 
object lesson for the disciples. The nature of a fig tree is to produce fruit first and 
then leaves. Anyone seeing a fig tree full of leaves rightfully should expect at least 
one fig on the tree. Jesus found none. The tree gave the appearance of having fruit 
but when closely inspected it did not have any. To a hungry Jesus, this tree was a 
great disappointment. “That barren tree, flaunting its pretentious foliage in the very 
face of Christ, was a symbol of the Jewish nation. The Saviour desired to make 
plain to His disciples the cause and the certainty of Israel’s doom.”*

When Jesus saw the fig tree full of leaves, He expected It to have fruit. On the 
surface Israel had the appearance of having a relationship with God: temple serv
ices, evening sacrifices, and yearly feasts. But a closer inspection revealed a 
nation that lived for human praise and did not care for the poor or the sick and did 
not want to share the love of God with others. They were all leaves and no fruit.

We present ourselves as Christ
ians to the world, therefore, when the 
world looks at us it expects to see the 
fruit of a Christlike character. To 
ensure that we bear this fruit we 
must:

1. Pray without ceasing. Communicating with God deepens your relationship 
with Him and strengthens your faith. Keep the lines of communication open 
between you and God throughout the day, and the Holy Spirit will direct you in your 
daily life. “Certainly God has heard me; He has attended to the voice of my prayer” 
(Ps. 66:19, NKJV).

2. Study God’s Word. “All these things happened to them as examples, and 
they were written for our admonition” (1 Cor. 10:11, NKJV). For every problem or 
situation in life God has provided a “how-to guide” through His Word. By having a 
consistent study life, you equip yourself to present a Christlike character to all you 
come In contact with.

3. Apply what you’ve learned. Make a conscious decision to practice the prin
ciples learned in God’s Word. When you do so, these actions will become second 
nature to you and soon you will be producing fruit as well as leaves. “Blessed are 
those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart! They also do 
no iniquity; they walk in His ways” (Ps. 119:2, 3, NKJV)

*The Desire o f Ages, p. 582.

Carm alita Green, Baton Rouge, Louisiana

They were all leaves 
and no fruit.
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T hursday
M a y  19 If Stones H ad  | 

a Vo ice . . .
3P IN IO N

Mark 10:32

A current television commercial In the city of Melbourne, Australia, asks this 
question: “If a city had a voice, where would it be?” The scene then cuts to the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (host of the 2006 Commonwealth Games) with a seat
ing capacity of over 100,000 people, all screaming in jubilation as a local cricket 
hero guides the ball to the boundary to score four runs.

There is something special about sharing a moment of excitement with others 
in unison. Whether it is at a concert, play, or sporting event, etc., celebrating 
together can be exhilarating.

As Jesus begins to ride the donkey into Jerusalem, He Is surrounded by crowds 
of people all shouting “Hosanna” and celebrating what they believe is the turning

point for the political future of the 
.. - I  Jewish people. It was so loud and

W ill We find ourselves I  convincing that, according to Luke’s 
astonished? I  account, religious leaders asked

I  Jesus to quiet the crowds from all 
the commotion. To this Jesus 

replied, “Even if the crowds were quieted, then the stones would have a voice” 
(Luke 19:40, author’s paraphrase).

Mark 10:32 states that as Jesus led the way to Jerusalem, the disciples were 
“astonished” (NIV) and those following were “afraid” (NIV).

The disciples would have been astonished because their Master had never 
encouraged this kind of adoration toward Him. He had always hushed them when 
they spoke of His being the future King. Now He was riding a donkey in a proces
sion privileged only for royalty.

Others were afraid. Ellen White explains that as Jesus looked over the city of 
Jerusalem, He wept over what was about to take place. Many were unsure as to 
why Jesus was acting this way.

Jesus often did unexpected things. Upturning tables and cursing trees are just 
a couple of examples found in this week’s lesson. I wonder how we as professed 
followers of Christ will truly respond in the anticipation of the returning King? Will 
we find ourselves astonished? Will we find ourselves afraid?

I would suggest that current world events point to the soon return of Christ. How 
are we responding? How are others responding? I sometimes hear Adventists try 
to quiet the subject of the Second Coming because they do not want to heighten 
the premature anticipation of the event. But I wonder—if the stones had a voice, 
what would they say?

Derek McCutcheon, Hillside, Australia
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Friday

T h e  U p s id e - 1------ M a y  20

D o w n  K ingdom
EXPLORATION
Mark 10:45 

CONCLUDE
The Jews thought that Jesus had come to set up an earthly kingdom, but His 

was an upside-down kingdom marked by service to others rather than splendor 
and glory for Himself. This unselfish love earned Him the intense hatred of the reli
gious authorities—the very people who should have embraced Him. As a result, 
He was treated cruelly and eventually crucified. This path of pain was the only way 
to secure our salvation. The question is: Will we receive this salvation and demon
strate the same love in our lives? This will produce fruit in us and others will come 
to believe based on this evidence.

CONSIDER
■  Videotaping your church service and sharing it with a sick person or a 

shut-in.
■  Calculating how many needy people are served throughout the world 

based on reports from ADRA and other service organizations.
■  Debating the virtues in serving those who do not seem to be interested in 

helping themselves.
■  Performing a skit in which you are a modern-day news correspondent 

reporting on the radical and unconventional acts of Jesus.
■  Cooking soup or baking bread and sharing it with a friend, neighbor, or 

classmate.
■  Tutoring a child pro bono whose parents cannot afford a tutoring service.
■  Attending a spiritual gifts workshop to discover or confirm your spiritual 

gifts, then asking the Holy Spirit to help you find ways to use them.
■  Landscaping the property of a senior citizen.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, pp. 231-235.
Steve Daily, The Heresies of Jesus.

Faith Griffiths Hunter, Beltsville, M aryland  
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Lesson 9
M ay 21-28

Last Days in 
the Temple

" ' "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 

strength." This is the first commandment' "
(Mark 12:30, NKJV).



S abba th

D o  W e  Take I------ M a y  21

G o d  as a Joke?
INTRODUCTION
Mark 11:27-12:44

In Mark 11:27-12:44, we see Jesus being confronted by the priests and teach
ers, and their questioning Him regarding what authority He has to heal and minis
ter to people. Jesus replied in parables, expressing His forgiveness, love, and own
ership of the people.

All throughout Jesus’ life, He was questioned by both Jews and Gentiles as to 
His purpose. They took Jesus as a joke. Jesus simply told them, “You’ll see My 
work through people and you’ll see My blessing and how I help people.”

Throughout life’s history, we have seen how people treat Christians when they 
say they believe in God and when they tell about the miracles of how God works 
through them. In the year 2005, Christians are faced with a lot of obstacles and too 
many of us take God as a joke.

One day in my philosophy class, the teacher asked if we believed in God. With 
the exception of one boy, everyone 
said Yes. He said there was no 
such thing as God.

I was shocked, but I had to real
ize that not all people do believe in 
God, for He has given us the free
dom of choice as to whether or not 
to follow Him.

The boy in my class went on to ask, “How can you live your life by what is writ
ten on paper—written by some drunk old men?”

Honestly, I didn’t know what to say because he really, truly believed that there 
was no God. He took God and the Bible as a joke.

How many people believe this? How many people think like this? This is cer
tainly something we need to be aware of and work toward changing.

But how do we change such attitudes when, as the text shows us, it is not only 
unbelievers that take God as a joke, but those who profess to believe and know 
Him?

As we look at this week’s lesson and the questions the leaders ask of Jesus, let 
us stop trying to trip up God or to get Him to agree with our particular religious 
belief, but instead, ask ourselves the hard question: Do we take God as a joke?

In my philosophy class 
the teacher asked if we 

believed in God.

D eShuana Jones, Randallstown, M aryland
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Sunday
M a y  22 G e ttin g  to  th e  H e a rt  

o f th e  M a tte r
-OGOS

Mark 11:27-12:44

Just as Jesus’ ministry in the Gospel of Mark is initiated by a series of tests in 
the wilderness (Mark 1:12,13), it is culminated in a series of challenges to Jesus’ 
authority. Significantly for those who consider themselves believers is that while the 
first series of tests comes directly from Satan himself, these final tests come in a 
series of questions from religious leaders well versed in the Scriptures. Through 
each of these challenges, however, Jesus sees to the heart of the matter and 
answers the truly important questions left unasked.

The Authority of Jesus (Mark 11:27-33)
Upon Jesus’ return to Jerusalem, He is met in the temple courts by what 

appears to be an official delegation of religious leaders seeking to know by what
authority Jesus acts. Instead of simply 
answering the question on the level it 
is asked, Jesus patiently assesses 
the situation and offers a question of 
His own, effectively turning the tables. 
Knowing there was no answer that 
would allow the leaders to win this 

verbal jousting they had initiated, they choose not to answer, and so do not have 
their question answered either.

The Parable of the Tenants (Ps. 80:8-16; 118; Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; 
Mark 12:1-12)

Though not answering the question directly, Jesus instead tells a parable. To 
understand this parable in the same way those in Jesus’ presence would have, one 
needs to review other biblical imagery of vineyards clearly interpreted as God’s 
relationship to His chosen nation, as in Isaiah 5:7 where it says: ‘The vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are His pleasant 
plant. He looked for justice, but behold, oppression; for righteousness, but behold, 
a cry for help” (NKJV).

It is clear, then, that this parable has been directed against Jesus’ questioners. 
But He has also addressed the matter of authority. He is implying that He is sent 
by God, and He’s driving home John the Baptist’s earlier reference pertaining to 
His authority.

This parable has been 
directed against Jesus' 

questioners.
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Political Matters (Mark 12:13-17)
The next encounter Mark recounts moves into the political realm with Herodians 

now joining the Pharisees in questioning Jesus. The provincial poll tax in question, 
though extremely unpopular, had been paid by the Jews since Jesus was a boy. 
Again, Jesus successfully avoids the trap set for Him and instead gets to the heart 
of the matter. Since the people have already acknowledged their subservience by 
carrying coinage bearing Caesar’s image (and it should be noted that Jesus had 
to ask someone else for such currency as He apparently carried none), then they 
should return it when demanded by Caesar. More importantly, however, is the 
assertion that Caesar has no right to demand that which belongs to God.

Spiritual Matters (Mark 12:18-40; Psalm 110)
Having failed to paint Jesus as one who would Incite rebellion against political 

authority, the Jewish leaders now seek to confine Him to a particular religious inter
pretation. The Sadducees were what we might term today religious “conserva
tives,” as they accepted only the written law of Moses, denying the validity of the 
oral tradition. Because of the limited acceptable texts, then, this group did not 
believe in resurrection and a number of other ideas that come to us from other 
sources throughout the Hebrew Bible.

As has been His way throughout this series of interrogations, however, Jesus 
moves past the superficial right to what matters most. Jesus simply points out that 
these seemingly pious people have missed the whole point—God is God of the living!

The Greatest Commandment (Lev. 19:18; Deut. 6:4, 5; Mark 
12:28-34)

After all the fabricated questions, we finally hear a sincere question and are 
reminded that he who asks in earnest receives an answer (Matt. 7:7). This particu
lar teacher of the law asks what the greatest commandment is. Now this is a sim
ple question, hardly likely to trip up any Jew, for the Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4, 5 
is recited daily.

However, Jesus goes further—as God is so prone to do with those who 
earnestly seek Him. The Jews would be familiar with the command to love the Lord 
with heart, soul, and strength; but to this, Jesus adds the mind, emphasizing that 
loving God is a complete act.

The Widow's Offering (Mark 12:41-44)
Finally, the questions come to an end, and we have a simple observation of 

Jesus regarding the sincerity of a poor widow’s commitment as contrasted with the 
disingenuousness of those we have seen throughout the passage trying to prove 
their supposed righteousness.

Kaaryn Sanon, Randallstown, Maryland.
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M o n d a y
M ay 23 Favorites in 

th e  H eaven
TESTIM ONY
Ps. 19:7; Isa. 43:12; Jer. 7:4; Matt. 21:33-44

‘The husbandman chooses a piece of land from the wilderness; he fences, 
clears, and tills it, and plants it with choice vines, expecting a rich harvest.. . .  So 
God had chosen a people from the world to be trained and educated by Christ.”1 

“God desired to make of His people Israel a praise and a glory. Every spiritual 
advantage was given them. God withheld from them nothing favorable to the for
mation of character that would make them representatives of Himself.”2

“[The Jewish people] forgot God, and lost sight of their high privilege as His rep
resentatives. The blessings they had received brought no blessing to the world. All 
their advantages were appropriated for their own glorification. They robbed God of

the service He required of them, 
and they robbed their fellow men 
of religious guidance and a holy 
example. . . . Thus they made 
sacred things appear a farce, 
saying, The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord, are 

these’ (Jer. 7:4), while at the same time they were misrepresenting God’s charac
ter, dishonoring His name, and polluting His sanctuary.”3

The parable of the vineyard applies not alone to the Jewish nation. It has a les
son for us. The church in this generation has been endowed by God with great priv
ileges and blessings, and He expects corresponding returns On this earth, the
earth whose soil has been moistened by the tears and blood of the Son of God, 
are to be brought forth the precious fruits of Paradise. In the lives of God’s people 
the truths of His word are to reveal their glory and excellence. Through His people, 
Christ is to manifest His character and the principles of His kingdom.”4

“A congregation may be the poorest in the land. It may be without the attraction 
of any outward show; but if the members possess the principles of the character 
of Christ, they will have His joy in their souls. Angels will unite with them in their 
worship. The praise and thanksgiving from grateful hearts will ascend to God as a 
sweet oblation.”5

1. Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 285.
2. Ibid., p. 288.
3. Ibid., pp. 291,292.
4. Ibid., p. 296.
5. Ibid., p. 298.

Edson Ryoji Okam oto Iwaki, Sâo Paulo, B razil

"The parable of the 
vineyard applies not alone 

to the Jewish nation."
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Tuesday

H o n o r C hallenges in B May24 
th e  G ospel o f M a rk
EVIDENCE
Mark 2, 3; 4:35-41; 6:1-6; 7:1-13; 8:11-13; 9:9-13; 10;11:27-33; 12

Throughout the book of Mark, culminating in the debates of chapter 12, we see 
Jesus met with a series of questions. It is important to understand, then, the role 
questions played in Jesus’ culture.

Most of us are familiar with the “Socratic method,” in which a student is taught 
through a series of questions rather than simply being told the answer. Within the 
Hellenistic culture, where men gathered in public places to discuss important mat
ters (Acts 17:17-21), questioning was a regular course of action.

As we see throughout Mark, however, this questioning is not simply a disinter
ested request for information, but more likely an attempt to prove a point; stump, 
embarrass, or provoke an opponent; or put another to shame.

This matter of honor and shame also explains why these questions always 
present a “wln-lose” situation 
instead of allowing for the pos
sibility of a “win-win" scenario.
In the first century, honor was 
seen as something limited in 
scope; therefore one’s claim to 
honor was seen as a threat to 
another’s. This is demonstrated in a godly way in John the Baptist’s statement 
regarding his need to decrease so Jesus could increase (John 3:30).

Ideally, since it was upon God’s authority that Jesus’ claims rested, more would 
have responded as John the Baptist did and would not have questioned these 
claims. It must be remembered, however, that those questioning Jesus did not 
accept that His authority came from God and, as many of these people were reli
gious leaders, His claims, then, threatened their position and own claims to honor.

If the questions asked are not simply neutral requests for Information, neither 
are the answers given neutral responses. Throughout Mark, we see Jesus recog
nizing what underlies the question and answering accordingly. Interestingly, in the 
vast majority of the exchanges in the texts listed for today, Jesus answers the ques
tion with a question of His own.

In this zero-sum game, it is easy to see who the losers are—those who are 
silenced, cannot give an answer, or must resort to plotting in order to avenge their 
loss of honor. Jesus’ adept handling of these challenges proves not only to the 
audience at hand that He is an honorable teacher, but also to Mark’s readers cen
turies later.

Throughout M ark we see 
Jesus recognizing what 
underlies the question.

Jackie Anderson, Pikesville, M aryland
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W ednesday
M ay 25 A n sw ering  th e  

Tough Q u estio n s
HOW-TO

Mark 11:27-12:44; 1 Pet. 3:15, 16

We are told, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 
to give the reason” (1 Pet. 3:15, NIV). This is exactly what Jesus did in the pas
sages we’ve looked at this week in Mark.

Let us learn, then, from Jesus’ example how to “give an answer to everyone 
who asks”:

1. Listen. Really focus on what is being asked as well as what is underlying the 
question. Too often we’re so busy preparing our response that we neglect to listen 
to the question. Don’t jump ahead of your questioner and assume you know what 
will be asked or for what reason.

2. Ask questions. There is always a reason for a question. Dig deeper and ask 
questions of your own to understand better what the other person is truly seeking.

Though Jesus’ return questions 
were not necessarily used for clar
ification purposes, we do see how 
He always gets to the point of the 
true question at hand, not neces
sarily the surface-level one that 
was actually asked of Him.

3. Respond. We’re further counseled that our answers should be delivered 
“with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience” (verse 15, 16, NIV). 
People may have all kinds of motives for their questions, but a child of God should 
always be above reproach. In Mark 12 we see many questions asked to try to trip 
Jesus up, but He did not argue or expose their motives except as His spirit con
trasted theirs. Further, in His response to the one question asked of Him sincere
ly, we see a beautiful example of gentle and respectful dialogue.

4. Get feedback. Make sure you have truly answered the question asked of you 
and be open to a continuing dialogue, as Jesus was with the teacher of the law 
who inquired as to the greatest commandment. Not only do we see the teacher 
respond, but we see positive reinforcement of the response by Jesus. People ask
ing questions regarding spiritual matters must have an opportunity to respond to 
what the Spirit reveals to them.

Of course, being “prepared to give an answer” (verse 15, NIV) implies an ongo
ing personal relationship with our Lord and Savior. When Jesus was tested in the 
wilderness, Satan used Scripture. Only through Jesus’ intimate knowledge of the 
Word was He able to respond to Satan’s temptations, just as Jesus used scriptur
al references to ground His responses to the religious leaders in Mark 12.

Alain José Sanon, Randallstown, M aryland

There is always a reason 
for a question.
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Thursday

" N o t  Far From  1------ M ay 26

th e  K in g d o m " |
OPINION
Mark 12:28-34

In the passage of Mark we’ve been looking at this week, the Sadducees and 
Pharisees were trying to catch Jesus doing something out of His character so they 
could say that He wasn’t true. By Jesus’ indirect response to their questions 
through parables, they got the hint that they couldn’t catch Him and that perhaps 
His claims to be the Son of God were not so unfounded. Further, His healing, 
miracle-working, and loving-kindness only made people want to know more about 
Him anyway.

Also, the questions that Jesus was asked showed that the religious leaders of 
His day didn’t really know and understand who He was. The questions were real
ly a breeze for Jesus and the Pharisees and Sadducees had to be impressed that 
Jesus really knew and understood what His mission on earth was.

In the midst of all this came a sincere question: “ ‘Of all the commandments, 
which is the most important?’ ” (Mark 12:28, NIV). At the conclusion of this 
exchange, Jesus comments 
that the teacher of the law is not 
far from the kingdom.

Not far, but not quite there 
yet either. As those who believe 
in the soon coming of Christ, 
we may not be far from the kingdom, but what bridges the gap between being 
close and being in?

We have already asserted that the questioner was sincere. It is also reasonable 
both by his title and his question that he is well versed in the Scriptures. He also 
affirms Christ’s answer, showing his belief that what Jesus has said is true. Finally, 
he takes the discussion a step further in rightly stating that loving God is more 
important than burnt offerings and sacrifices.

So what else is there? Perhaps the answer lies in his very own statement. It is 
one thing to know that love is the greatest thing to God—it is another thing to act 
upon that. And so we see a man very close to the kingdom, for he has a correct 
“head” knowledge of God—it is only for his heart to catch up.

What a terrible tragedy it would be for Jesus to return finding so many who 
know of Him, but who do not truly know Him. Let us commit today truly to be 
Christians—loving with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength—and live up to all 
that name entails, that we may enter into the kingdom instead of settling for being 
“not far” away.

In the midst of all this 
came a sincere question.

Nakia M arie Davis, Baltimore, M aryland
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Friday
M ay 27 W h a t Is Y our | 

Q uestion?  |
EXPLORATION

Mark 12:30

CONCLUDE
Unwillingness to take God’s claims seriously continues to plague both believ

ers and unbelievers. We, like the religious leaders, often try to discredit Jesus and 
force Him into our limited picture of God. Jesus does now what He did then—He 
looks straight into our hearts and answers the underlying question. We must be 
willing to let go of our pride as John the Baptist did and love with our hearts as well 
as our heads. As our hearts open in love to God, we will receive wisdom from Him 
to meet questions and challenges to our faith.

CONSIDER
■  Painting or sketching the scene in Mark 12:28-34 of Jesus and the scribe 

who was “ ‘not far from the kingdom of God’ ” (verse 34, KJV).
■  Evaluating the evidence in the Gospel of Mark for and against Jesus’ claim 

to be the Son of God. Jesus often answered challenges to His divinity with 
a challenge to consider what He said and did. Make a table that presents 
both the evidence that supports and disproves (according to His enemies) 
His claim. Is there solid evidence to support our faith in Jesus as God?

■  Asking a friend to make up a list of “tough” questions about faith and prac
ticing the listening and answering skills mentioned in Wednesday’s portion 
of this week’s lesson.

■  Listening to and singing “Every Day” by Phillips, Craig, and Dean as a 
prayer of dedication to God. Compose your own song of commitment.

■  Creating gestures that express physically the meaning of a poem or song 
that talks about total love for God.

■  Reflecting over each category of love mentioned in the first command
ment: heart, soul, mind, and strength. Ask yourself for each area: How do
I love God with all my ? Am I living out my love for God in this area
or am I holding back part of m y  for myself? Pray over the results
of your assessment.

CONNECT
1 John.
The Desire of Ages, chaps. 65-67.
Ty Gibson, An Endless Falling in Love; Nicky Gumbel, Questions of Life, chap. 2.

Liane Edlund, Örebro, Sweden
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Lesson 10
M ay 28-June 4

Predictions of
the end

" 'The gospel must first be preached to all nations' " 
(Mark 13:10, NIV).



Sabbath
M ay 28 T h e Best You C an I 

th e  Days to  C o m ein
N TRO D U CTIO N

Mark 13:10

When I graduated from college a few years ago, many wanted to know what I 
would do with my degree and my life in general. I had no exact answer in spite of 
the fact that I had thought about it consistently ever since I’d begun my college 
career. My ailing paternal grandmother had overheard the queries from the well- 
wishers and waited until I approached her with my dilemma.

“Just tell them you’ll do the best you can.” Indeed, a profound and direct answer 
to a pressing question.

“What are you going to do now that you’ve graduated?” they continued to ask.
My reply had begun to take 
shape, ‘The best that I can.” 

Sometimes it is difficult to 
assume the role of one of a 
young generation entrusted to 
preach the Advent message of 
the last days, to be among the 

ones who close the door and turn off the lights, so to speak. Jesus’ words as 
recorded in Mark 13:10 leave us with a daunting and immense responsibility.

Mark 13:10 says, ‘The gospel must first be preached to all nations” (NIV). As 
you read these words, your prayer should be that millions of others will also do so. 
As long as there is religious liberty, the endless possibilities will be at our hands. 
Of course, the challenges are greater as the enemy becomes more astute and 
sophisticated.

That is why we are called to persevere without fear, to “publish” the gospel to 
all nations and not to fear repression. Mark 13:11 tells us to persist and “not worry 
beforehand about what to say” (NIV) because the Holy Spirit will speak through us. 
Or as Lincoln E. Steed has so eloquently put it recently, ‘The end of history must 
be seen as focused on Jesus Christ. Unless He is the consuming center to our 
proclamation, we will not be serious about religious liberty.” *

Although the end is near, don’t let anyone declare that history is over. As long 
as you are a part of it, the history of humanity continues until God decides that it 
is time to meet our Savior. We still have the liberty to praise our God. Indeed, you 
will be a part of history if you heed the call of Mark 13:10. But for now, do the best 
you can. “ ‘Occupy till I come,’ ” says the Lord in His parable in Luke 19:13 (KJV). 
Whatever your occupation, the best is all you can do.

‘ Lincoln E. Steed, <http://adventistreview.org/2004-1501/story1.html>

Fabian Carballo, Riverside, California

Indeed, a profound and 
direct answer to a 
pressing question.
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T h e T im e  
Perspective

Sunday
M ay 29

EVIDENCE
Mark 13:23

Just imagine that you spent a long day with Jesus at the temple. As you leave, 
you descend into the Kidron Valley and then ascend 400 feet to the Mount of 
Olives. You look down 300 feet at the panoramic view of the temple and the city of 
Jerusalem. Mark tells us that Peter, Andrew, James, and John accompanied Jesus 
and that they comment, “ ‘What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’ ” 
(Mark 13:1, NIV). Ingrained patriotism, pride, and joy course through their veins. 
Some of the white stones were as large as 66 by 7 by 9 feet. Then Jesus predicts 
the temple’s destruction. The disciples had no idea how and when that could pos
sibly take place.1

In a .d . 69 there were four Roman emperors. Out of all the turmoil and civil war, 
Vespasian emerged the victor. Meanwhile, his son Titus laid siege to Jerusalem. A 
large number of Jews died from 
hunger. Three rival factions in 
Jerusalem only hastened the 
city’s capture. Titus and his 
troops captured Herod’s for
tress in July and on August 5 
they captured the temple and set fire to it. That was the anniversary of the destruc
tion of the first temple by the Babylonians. It took another month for the rest of 
Jerusalem to be captured.2

The disciples had a hard time grasping Jesus’ words. They had mixed thoughts 
spinning in their heads: the impregnable temple, Jesus’ triumphal entry, the sec
ond cleansing of the temple, the soon-to-be-established kingdom. Jesus does not 
draw a clear distinction between what refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
His second coming. In the disciples’ thinking what refers to the two were closely 
linked. They were unable to grasp what Jesus had been teaching them for the past 
year. Knowing the future events would have been more than they could cope with.3

Because we look back with the perspective of time, it is easy for us to wonder why 
the disciples just didn’t get it. The confusing voices of all their experiences meant that 
this huge experience that loomed before them with all its implications was difficult for 
them to conceptualize. Are we any different from them? We are living in the end time. 
Do we grasp this huge event, which impacts not just this world, but also the whole 
universe? Are we alert? Jesus has told us everything we need to know.

1. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 495.
2. Everett Ferguson, Early Christianity (Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans, 1993), p. 398.
3. The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 5, p. 496, 497.

Shirley Allen, C lackamas, Oregon

The disciples had a hard 
tim e grasping Jesus' words.

93



M o n d a y
May 30 D id  Jesus 1 

H ave Cable? |
-OGOS
Dan. 8:9-14; Mark 13:1-36; 1 John 4:16-18

When I read Mark 13, it seems as if Jesus is reading off a script from the latest 
CNN daily update. The tragedies, disasters, and everyday immorality sound far too 
familiar. I am challenged to remember that this is an ancient text of a supernatural 
revelation direct from God’s Son. In this short passage, Jesus prophesies the cir
cumstances, not only of the first-century fall of Jerusalem, but of His own second 
coming to earth.

The Setting (Mark 13:1-4)
Jesus is actually answering a question from His disciples. They have just left the 

temple, where Jesus was teaching the people and defending Himself before a 
group of Pharisees and Herodians. As they go out, the disciples are boastfully

commenting on the beauty of the 
temple. Like many of the Jews at 
that time, they saw that structure 
as the vital center of their reli
gion. They were anticipating the 
day when God would restore 
their physical nation to a place of 
temporal glory and power. They 
were rattled when Jesus’ 

response foretold the destruction of such a magnificent spiritual place. They wait
ed until they were outside the city on the Mount of Olives to ask Jesus for more 
details.

Jesus Prophesies (Mark 13:5-27)
“Jesus did not answer His disciples by taking up separately the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the great day of His coming. He mingled the description of these 
two events. Had He opened to His disciples future events as He beheld them, they 
would have been unable to endure the sight.”1 Jesus follows in the mold of the Old 
Testament prophets—using the literal, physical nation of Israel as a type or model 
of God’s people down through time. He begins with language that His disciples, as 
Hebrews, would identify with. He speaks of kingdoms rising and falling, wars and 
rumors of war, natural disasters that were traditionally associated with God’s judg
ment against sin (verses 7, 8). He moves on into a description of political perse
cution and even treason, tying their thoughts into the history of Israel’s perpetual 
cycle of slavery and redemption (verses 9-13).

They w ere rattled when  
Jesus' response foretold  

the demise of such a 
magnificent spiritual place
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In the center of His prophecy, Jesus quotes from the prophet Daniel (8:14) in 
referring to the most horrible concept for the devout Jews: the desecration of the 
Most Holy Place in the temple. This signified the end of the world for them. Their 
universe could not exist without the temple as a location for God’s presence with 
them. If it was gone, God was gone. But Jesus goes on. This horrible event is fol
lowed by a time of trouble beyond their wildest imagination; something worse than 
the Flood, Egypt, Babylon, or Rome. Deception would be everywhere as people 
desperately follow anyone promising relief. The only safety that Jesus gave was in 
remembering the things that He had said.

Finally Jesus closes the prophecy with the depiction of His second coming. He 
promises that God will overcome and put an end to all the suffering that they would 
have to endure. He calls them to look for Him, not just a building.

The Analogies (Mark 13:28-37)
As His custom was, Jesus tied His teaching into a parable that would put the 

truths of eternity into a setting that His audience of farmers, fishermen, tax collec
tors, and others could understand and remember. He emphasizes the value of 
being on the alert and ready when the Master returned.

Fear the Opposite of Alert?
Jesus couches His description of the terrible events ahead in phrases of com

fort: “Do not fear,” “Do not worry.” He places these things in the context of the much 
bigger picture of God’s plan for humankind. In that case, an earthquake or war or 
interrogation does not have much significance. He calls His disciples—and us—to 
focus our attention on Him and His plan, so that we will not become afraid and turn 
from Him.

At the close of this passage, Jesus repeatedly speaks of being on the alert and 
keeping on the alert. Often we embrace Christ’s comfort and do not fear the trials 
we see ahead. But equally as often, we put ourselves in the shoes of this servant 
and look for the Master’s return with fear and trembling. However, Jesus’ counsel 
here to be on the alert is set in a framework of anticipation—not with fear, but with 
joy. When a servant is merely a slave to a violent, selfish owner, naturally, he or she 
is afraid. But when someone becomes a disciple of Christ, they are adopted and 
serve from love and joy. In this case the servant being on the alert is juxtaposed 
with being fearful (1 John 4:16-18). The servants of a loving Master looks for His 
return with anticipation; straining their eyes from the top of the wall, anxiously hop
ing to catch the first glimpse of their Lord on the horizon.

* The Desire o f Ages, p. 628.

S cott Begley, Sharpsburg, Georgia
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Tuesday
M ay 31 T h e N o t- to o -  

D is tan t Future
TESTIMONY
Mark 13:1-4, 30, 31

Christ’s second coming—just like Peter, James, John, and Andrew, we want to 
know how and when this will happen.

Jesus said, “ ‘I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away until 
all these things have happened’ ” (Mark 13:30, NIV).

It’s guaranteed. And that future is not too distant. It will happen in our genera
tion, and so we feel as if we are trapped in time’s continuum. How could we be 
deprived of the most important detail of our earthly existence, which is when our 
sufferings end and our hopes are fulfilled?

“The exact time of the second coming of the Son of man is God’s mystery.”1 God 
has His own perfect time, which our finite mind can’t fully grasp.

“We are not of that class who define the exact period of time that shall elapse
before the coming of Jesus the sec-

but many successive failures have stamped them as false prophets.”2 So, “ ‘When 
will these things happen?’ ” (verse 4, NIV).

“God gives no man a message that it will be five years or ten years or twenty 
years before this earth’s history shall close. He would not give any living being an 
excuse for delaying the preparation for His appearing. He would have no one say, 
as did the unfaithful servant, ‘My lord delayeth his coming,’ for this leads to reck
less neglect of the opportunities and privileges given to prepare us for the great 
day.”3

“We are nearing the great day of God. The signs are fulfilling. And yet we have 
no message to tell us of the day and hour of Christ’s appearing. The Lord has wise
ly concealed this from us that we may always be in a state of expectancy and 
preparation for the second appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ in the clouds of 
heaven.”4

We expect a bright future— Christ’s second coming. And we won’t be disap
pointed because that future is sure and not too distant.

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 633.
2. Fundamentals o f Christian Education, p. 335.
3. Last Day Events, p. 34.
4. Ibid., p. 33.

Jean B. Martinez, Sta. Maria, Philippines

96



W ednesday

C o m in g , C o m in g June 1

S o o n — Jesus!
HOW -TO
Mark 13:1-36

Will you be ready when Jesus comes? For millions of believers—Christians and 
non-Christians—when Jesus returns, that will be a day of rejoicing, a day of cele
brating the second coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the One who will 
save His people from their sins. It will also be a day of mourning for those who 
chose not to believe.

I will be ready when my Savior comes. I am looking forward to the day when I 
can finally look at the face of pure love. At that time I will be able to say thank You 
to Jesus for dying for an ungrateful sinner—me!

How can you get to know someone you have never seen but known all your life? 
Here are a few ways to prepare:

1. Study. Pull an all-nighter if you have to—after all, your life depends on it. I am 
not speaking of studying His Word every now and then, but that you study His word 
every minute. When you desire to know someone intimately, you want to stay in 
that person’s presence. That way you can constantly have open communication 
and be able to pick up on tone of voice, facial expressions, or gestures.

2. Hang out. Parties are a great way to relax with friends, enjoy good (or bad) 
food while doing something 
together. Like people gathering 
together, It feels good to fellow
ship with Jesus and with people 
who believe in the things you 
do. When we have the essence 
of Christ, then people will notice and want what we have.

3. Splurge on gifts. It feels good for the person receiving this tangible expres
sion of love and for the giver who was able to find an object to show that love. Take 
it from Mary: Jesus knows how to appreciate good gifts, so go shopping for love, 
patience, kindness, faithfulness, and respect and keep them wrapped in your 
heart. One day you will be able to deliver your gifts in person.

Revelation 21:4 reveals the end result. Now we just have to get ready. I will be 
ready! Will you?

REACT
What five things will make the top of your Things-to-Do-to-Get-Ready-for- 

Christ’s-Return list?

Pull an all-nighter if you 
have to.

Latoya Campbell, Fayetteville, Georgia

97



Thursday
June 2 Even So, C o m e  

Sooner, Lord Jesus
3PIN IO N

1 Pet. 3:11-13

A friend of mine closed a recent email saying, “I can’t wait for Jesus to come.” 
I responded, “I’m with you. The sooner we stand face to face with Jesus, the bet
ter. I ache for Him to return.” That was no exaggeration. When I look at my wife and 
children, and then look at the world we have to live in now, the one as it was in the 
days of Noah—come soon, Lord Jesus!

Then I read on page 633 in The Desire of Ages, “By giving the gospel to the 
world it is in our power to hasten our Lord’s return. We are not only to look for but 
to hasten the coming of the day of God.” The NIV says, “You ought to live holy and 
godly lives . . .  and speed its coming” (2 Pet. 3:11, 12, emphasis supplied).

So how can we hasten ‘The Day”?
1. Repent and turn to God. Peter said “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that 

your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and 
that he may send the Christ” (Acts 3:19,20, NIV).This is the foundation of everything.

2. Keep watch. ‘Those who are watching for the Lord [Mark 13:32-35] are puri
fying their souls by obedience to 
the truth.”1 You’re probably famil
iar with the phrase, “self-fulfilling 
prophecy.” Or ‘you get what you 
expect.” So, when you are

“eagerly seeking knowledge of everything but [the] Bible, Christ comes as a thief.”2
3. Work earnestly. “With vigilant watching they combine earnest working. 

Because they know that the Lord is at the door, their zeal is quickened to co
operate with the divine intelligences in working for the salvation of souls.”3

Part of the “earnest working” involves preaching the gospel. Me? Preach? “ ‘Do 
not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, 
for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit’ ” (Mark 13:11, NIV).

4. Stand firm. Right before Jesus returned to heaven He said, “ ‘It is not for you 
to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 
. . .  to the ends of the earth’ ” (Acts 1:7, 8, NIV).

Therein lies the answer, I believe, to Jesus’ sooner return: a solid connection 
with the Holy Spirit, created through a daily relationship with Jesus. He said, 
“ ‘Remain in me, and I will remain in you’ ” (John 15:4, NIV). (Read verses 1-8.)

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 634.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.

GUI Bahnsen, Auburn, W ashington

That was no exaggeration.

98



Friday

A re  W e  Ready I------- June 3

fo r  Jesus?
EXPLORATION
Matthew 24 

CONCLUDE
We are accountable for every moment of our lives and must strive to do the best 

that we can every day. Jesus equipped us with the knowledge to be able to recog
nize and prepare for His return. We have the promise that our Lord will return soon, 
and we must look to that in joyful anticipation. In the meantime we are called to 
study His Word, fellowship with others, treat each other as we would treat God, 
repent and walk closer with Him, remain on guard, allow Him to use us in spread
ing the gospel, and continue in steadfast faith.

CONSIDER
■  Greeting and interacting with visitors who attend an evangelistic series or 

a community event in your church In order to share the good news with 
others that Jesus Is coming again soon.

■  Reading The Great Controversy in a group for discussion. Take notes that 
will be useful for you In your dally walk.

■  Listening to or singing with friends or family, “Jesus Is Coming Again,” 
number 213 In The Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal.

■  Composing a poem on what Jesus’ second coming means to you. Share 
it with your Sabbath School class or a Bible study group.

■  Learning sign language (or any second language) In order to reach out to 
more people in witnessing and sharing the gospel.

■  Drawing a scene from the book of Revelation that depicts your view of 
Jesus’ second coming. Keep it where you can see it every day to remind 
you of your goal.

■  Memorizing Revelation 4:11 and including it In your daily prayers or Bible 
study.

CONNECT
The Great Controversy, chap. 28.
Kenneth L. Gentry, The Greatness of the Great Commission: The Christian
Enterprise in a Fallen World.

N atasha L. Kohloff-Polak, Indianapolis, Indiana
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Lesson 11
June 4-11

Betrayed and 
Arrested

" 'He said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. 
Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, 

but what You will" ' " (Mark 14:36, NKJV).



Sabbath

T h a t C h ris t M a y  |------ June 4

Be A ll |
IN TRO D U CTIO N
Phil. 2:5

Dr. Durham, a Scottish preacher, was on his way to preach to his congregation 
when a popular young minister of a nearby church joined him. This young pastor 
was causing quite a revival in the town with his dynamic, powerful sermons, and 
he was drawing away members from Dr. Durham’s church. Feeling concerned 
about the matter, the young minister said, ‘They are greatly to blame who leave 
you and come to me.”

‘‘Not so, brother,” Dr. Durham replied, “For a minister can receive no such honor 
and success in his ministry 
except it be given him from 
heaven. I rejoice that Christ is 
preached . . .  even though my 
estimation in people’s hearts 
should decrease. I am content 
to be anything or nothing so 
that Christ may be all in all.”*

When I first began reading Mark 14, I spent my time looking at Mary as with 
love and humility she applied the precious ointment to her beloved Lord. Peter 
caught my attention as the scenes unfolded leading up to his predicted denial of 
Christ. Most of all, my attention was drawn to Judas as I tried to understand what 
led to his decision to betray Jesus.

After struggling with these people and unfolding events, the truth dawned on 
me. Mark 14 is really about Jesus Christ. It Is a continuation of a portrait of the mind 
and heart of our Lord as He reveals the depths to which He would go to save us 
and glorify His heavenly Father.

As you journey through Mark 14 this week, sit with Him at Simon’s feast and 
watch His reactions to Mary, the disciples, Simon, and Judas. Come to the upper 
room and take part in the Passover supper. Walk quietly in the Garden with Him. 
Feel His anguish and pain as He cries out for support and comfort. Struggle and 
agonize with Him as He battles and gains victory. Feel the betrayer’s kiss upon His 
cheek and look deep into His eyes as friend and companion denies with swearing 
and anger that he ever knew Jesus.

Then decide what your attitude will be. Are you willing to do anything—or noth
ing—so that Christ may be all in all?

*Leo VanDolson, The King Has Come (Nampa, Idaho: Pacific Press Publishing Association, 1989), p. 119.

Are you willing to do 
anything —or nothing—so 

that Christ may be all in all?

N ancy Krantz Rider, Ronan, M ontana

101



Sunday
June 5 W h e n  H e  

N e e d e d  Us M o s t
LOGOS
Mark 14:1-51

The Supper Party at Simon's House (Mark 14:3-11)
At first it seems odd that just before a description of Jesus’ great personal strug

gle and sacrifice, Mark would tell us the stories of two supper parties. But these 
parties give us an important picture of Jesus’ social nature and how much He 
enjoyed and needed love and support.

The first party was at Simon the leper’s house, where Mary Magdalene poured 
perfume on Jesus’ feet. Simon secretly questioned Jesus’ wisdom in allowing Mary 
to even touch Him, and others scolded Mary for squandering money on perfume. 
Mary shrank back from the accusations, and Jesus noticed her discomfort. He 
announced that Mary was doing a fine thing. She was anointing His body for burial.

Anointing a body for burial? What a strange thing to do at a supper party! Mary’s 
eyes must have opened wide. That’s what she had been planning to do with the

and poured it all over Jesus’ feet the first chance she had.
She wasn’t trying to make a scene. The gesture was meant to be a very per

sonal expression of gratitude and love. Jesus knew what was on her heart, and He 
let the whole world know how much He appreciated her gift. Through the long, tor
tuous hours ahead, He carried this precious memory with Him.

The Passover Party (Mark 14:12-25)
The disciples didn’t know it, but the Passover was to be Jesus’ last meal with 

them before He died. Jesus enjoyed social gatherings. His first miracle was at a 
wedding feast. He loved sharing quiet, intimate times with His dearest friends on 
earth. Yet, unlike the supper at Simon’s, this meal was not marked with notes of 
appreciation and care. A traitor sat first at the table, as a bid toward being the first 
in importance in the kingdom he was sure Jesus would set up. The rest of the dis
ciples were arguing among themselves over their relative political importance.

Jesus pointed to the cup and the bread as symbols of what was to happen very 
soon. And then, despite the gloom that was already gathering in His heart, He 
promised another party to come.

W hat a strange thing to do 
at a supper party!

perfume after hearing Jesus 
foretell of His death, but recent 
events had made her think that 
Jesus was to be crowned King 
after all. She was so glad that 
she took the expensive perfume
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Take a moment to think about this. We drink the juice at Communion to remem
ber Jesus’ gift of Himself. But Jesus isn’t drinking grape juice. He hasn’t for 2,000 
years. He’s waiting for us all to get together at a supper table in heaven before He 
celebrates our deliverance. What a fine note of social sensitivity! How thoughtful 
He was to create a ritual of abstinence for Himself—significant by its very simplic
ity—as a sign to us of His anticipation of our celebration together in heaven!

In the Garden (Mark 14:26-41)
As Jesus and His disciples left the upper room and made their way to their 

familiar resting place in Gethsemane, Jesus still tried to prepare His friends for 
what was coming. But the closer they got to the Garden, the more troubled Jesus 
became. The disciples had never seen Him this burdened. Several times He stum
bled and would have fallen, and they had to catch Him, half carrying Him as they 
walked. This wasn’t like Jesus at all. He had always been the One to catch them.

Jesus begged them to stay awake with Him and pray. But they didn’t. He 
begged them again, and yet again. He was in the midst of the greatest struggle 
anyone living has ever known. His tender, social nature longed for human support 
as He felt His Father pulling away from Him. It was something God had to do as 
part of Jesus’ great sacrifice, but it broke Jesus’ heart, and He came three times 
to the disciples needing their care. They were asleep every time.

What a time for the human race to fail Him! Never before in the history of the 
human race had our Creator needed us like this. Never afterward will we have that 
kind of call to serve Him.

Betrayed With a Kiss (Mark 14:41-51)
Then, on that dark night, already betrayed three times by His closest friends, 

Jesus went to meet Judas and a mob of His worst enemies. Jesus and Judas had 
just shared a special supper together. Judas had sat right next to Jesus. Jesus had 
washed his feet and fed him. Now, with a kiss, Judas betrayed Jesus into the hands 
of His enemies.

This mock token of love was offered just a few moments after Jesus, longing for 
support and care, had come to His disciples and found them sleeping. Soon after
ward, even His best friends deserted Him. No wonder the memory of Mary’s gift 
was so precious as Jesus faced a cruel crowd determined to kill Him.

It tortured Jesus that despite the immensity of the sacrifice He was making at 
such great personal risk, not one of the human race knew or cared about His great 
struggle. He needed us to care. He gave up all heaven even though we didn’t care. 
But, oh, how He longed for us to be there for Him.

Our God is a social God. He still longs for our company, our tokens of love, our 
time. He’s still waiting for that party of all parties when all His friends, even those 
who deserted Him when He needed them most, will be there.

C heryl W oolsey Des Jarlais, Ronan, Montana
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M o n d a y
June 6 Betrayed and

A rrested
TESTIM ONY
Mark 14:32-50

For three years, Jesus shared His life with His disciples. They had witnessed His 
loving humanity and the power of His divinity. Jesus waited until the last moments 
of His life before He fully revealed the awful story of His crucifixion to come. On the 
coast of Caesarea Philippi, He quietly shared the details of His death.

The last months of freedom went by quickly. Finally, the group shared their last 
supper together, and Jesus led them to the Garden of Gethsemane.

The Savior longed for compassion and encouragement from His friends.
Leaving the larger group behind, 
Jesus asked Peter, James, and John 
to go further into the Garden with Him. 
Finding a secluded spot, He asked 
them to watch and pray. “He went a lit
tle distance from them—not so far but 
that they could both see and hear 

Him—and fell prostrate upon the ground. He felt that by sin He was being sepa
rated from His Father.”1

After a time, Jesus returned to His friends for comfort. ‘They did not intend to 
forsake their Lord, but they seemed paralyzed by a stupor which they might have 
shaken off if they had continued pleading with God.”2 The disciples did not realize 
their betrayal. Even the sight of Christ’s pale and blood-stained face did not rouse 
them to intervene for Him. Three times the Savior came to them for reassurance, 
but was denied. His full physical and mental weight fell against His heavenly Father 
for strength. After three agonizing seasons of prayer, Christ’s final decision was 
made. (See Matthew 26:42-44.)

He went away a second time and prayed, “ ‘My Father, if it is not possible for
this cup to be taken away unless I drink It, may your will be done’ ” (Matt. 26:42,
NIV).

As the angry mob arrived in the Garden, the disciples watched as the Lord was 
bound and quietly accepted the betraying kiss of Judas. In anger, Peter swung his 
sword in defense and cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant. Jesus easily loos
ened His hands from captivity and with one gentle touch, the ear was healed. 
Again the disciples witnessed the divinity of Jesus. He would free His hands to 
help someone else. But He would not free Himself from the great task that lay 
before Him.

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 686.
2. Ibid., p. 688.

Lorraine Frost, Ronan, M ontana

The Savior longed for 
compassion and 
encouragement.
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Tuesday

Language, L iterature , June 7

and Sym bols From
G e th s e m a n e

EVIDENCE
Mark 14:36

As an acorn contains a great tree, so Mark 14:36 encloses a trinity of symbols. 
Branching in three directions, it holds the core of legends and the heart-wrenching 
fruit of prophecy. Three kernels can be gleaned from this verse that echo through 
time. These elements are recognized in medieval legends and ancient myths as 
the “All Father,” the “Holy Grail,” and the “Seed.”

In Gethesemane, Jesus prayed, “Abba, Father.”
Abba is Aramaic for papa, the intimate name an infant calls his loving parent. 

The Greek word for father is pater. It is of ancient Indo-European origin and 
denotes the one who is responsible for the family, its source of life, its provider; 
he who makes provision for future needs. In His humanity, Jesus submitted to the 
authority of His heavenly Father, knowing that “everything is possible for you” 
(Mark 14:36, NIV).

The quest for the Holy 
Grail occupies a large por
tion of medieval litera- 
pture. Arthurian knights 
spent much energy seeking 
this chalice that was sup
posed to be the cup from 
Christ’s last supper. The cup had become a cultural bridge between paganism 
and Christianity. This symbol found in folklore and the Bible can represent either 
light or dark manifestations, a vessel holding blessings or curses. (Compare 
Psalm 116:13; Revelation 14:10.)

The cup Christ speaks of has both aspects. As a curse, it caused Jesus to trem
ble. Filled with the wrath of God, it was to be poured out upon the sinful world, but 
it became the cup of blessing for all humanity as Christ’s blood was poured out in 
blessing to rescue humankind.

A partial picture of the longed-for Messiah, the Anointed One, can be found 
among pagan cultures across the ancient world.Those who groped in darkness for 
a Redeemer saw Him as the Seed, or One who must die to save the people (Ezek. 
8:14; Ps. 126;6).

Donna C la ir Peck, Charlo, Montana

The quest for the Holy Grail 
occupies a large portion of 

medieval literature.
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W ednesday
June 8 Q u a lity  C o n tro i~ |

HOW -TO
1 Cor. 9:24; Phil. 3:12

In business organizations, there is often an upper-management person who is 
labeled quality control coordinator. The label may vary somewhat, but essentially 
it entails monitoring and promoting maximum improvement and highest standards 
within the function of the organization. In this lesson, consider yourself to be the 
quality control coordinator for maximum spiritual growth and behavior. Not an easy 
job, to be sure.

Betrayal is an offensive word. In our study in the Bible and The Desire of Ages, a 
number of things become disturbingly clear. Did you find the red flags? We’re deal
ing with the same sin issues today. If we don’t get serious about implementing God’s

formula for spiritual wellness, rest 
assured Satan will implement his.

Why did those so close to the 
Savior fail so miserably? Look at just 
a few of these red flags: pride, 
impure thoughts, passing judgment, 
ingratitude, self-worship, lack of 

humility, unfaithful stewardship, lack of commitment, giving weaker ones over to the 
care of Satan, and betrayal.

A dictionary definition for betrayal includes “give away to the enemy; to expose 
to the power of the enemy; to be unfaithful to; to give away (a secret); disclose unin
tentionally.”* If we’re dealing with the same issues today, betrayal is surely a given 
as well. That’s not acceptable to me. My Savior is worth more to me than the price 
of a slave. He deserves more than that from me. We’ve traveled too many miles 
down the road together. So, enemy spotted. How do I control the quality of my rela
tionship with God?

Quality Control. To remain under God’s wings, we need to study and search, 
to become like our Savior by spending regular, quality time with Him in His Word. 
We need to learn to love the truth. That truth is your weapon against ingratitude 
and evil tendencies.

Did you know Christ gave us the service of foot washing for spiritual strength? 
Each time we participate in this service it will keep a connecting thread passing 
from us to Christ and from Christ to the Father. Are you sure you want to absent 
yourself on those Sabbaths?

Pray! Pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit transforms. Constantly 
involve yourself in willing service. This is our response to His love and sacrifice for 
each of us. Remembering Calvary will give us victory. Build and exercise trust. He 
deserves it.

'W orldBook Encyclopedia Dictionary, (New York: Doubleday & Co., 1965), p. 184.

B etty Toews, Ronan, Montana

W hy did those so close 
to the Savior fail 

so miserably?

106



P erfect Love \ T hursday
June 9

O PIN IO N
Mark 6:35-51

Jesus has shown incredible patience and fortitude. He served in a country that 
wouldn’t even acknowledge His leadership, and whose hypocritical hierarchy con
stantly plotted to murder Him! He never got a salary or a fancy house or even loyal 
friends. He just tended to the needs of vast multitudes flocking to Him daily.

By the end of His three-year ministry on earth, Jesus was tired and concerned 
for His followers. Soon He would be leaving. He knew that they would be perse
cuted beyond belief in the coming months and years, and He wanted to be sure 
they had a solid foundation for their faith. He warned them of false teachers (Mark 
13:22), and He comforted them by saying, “ ‘I will come again’ ” (John 14:3, KJV).

Jesus knew that the Jews were trying to kill Him. He knew that Judas Iscariot 
would betray Him. He understood that Peter would deny Him. He knew He would 
soon die. Though He could see the painful events ahead, He remained kind and 
caring for those around Him.

At the Last Supper, Jesus tried again to prepare His disciples for His death. As 
He washed their feet, He told them that one of them would betray Him. He was 
afraid the disciples wouldn’t be 
able to take the blast of stormy 
trials that was coming. Even in 
the Garden of Gethsemane, He 
warned them repeatedly to be 
on their guard against the 
enemy. He said, “ ‘Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation’ ” (Mark 14:38, 
NKJV).

Jesus was ever a caring, loving friend to His disloyal disciples. You never hear 
Him saying, “Peter, I don’t know why I have to be here to deal with your enormous 
ego,” o r ,’’James, your temper is just so uncontrollable that I am giving up on you.” 
Only when He was alone with His Father did He pour out His cup of sorrow. There 
were so many people, so many needs. And now at the end of His life’s work, every
thing seemed to come tumbling down on Him at once. He had the care of His flock, 
the concern for sinners, and the weight of a whole world’s history on His shoulders. 
Yet in His Father’s arms, He found strength to be the Man He had to be in order to 
complete His mission as a caring, loving, and selfless Savior.

The mob came to carry Him to Caiaphas and He went willingly. He didn’t curse 
or struggle to escape. He didn’t call the angels to His rescue. “As a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His 
mouth” (Isa. 53:7, NKJV).

I cannot keep this amazing story to myself when I think about how He, at such 
great personal cost, died to save us. And now He is alive!

Katie Baer, Rortan, Montana

Jesus knew that the Jews 
w ere trying to kill Him.
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Friday
|u n e  10 A  S ym bol T h a t \ 

Still Shouts I
EXPLORATION

Mark 14:36

CONCLUDE
In a world consumed with cleverly devised symbols and bold marketing tactics, 

we grow up learning and responding to certain symbols that connote emotional, 
spiritual, and even physical responses. A great example of such is the peace sign, 
both with the two fingers and the dove. It is a powerful image that represents so 
much to so many people. In Christianity, however, there is no greater symbol that 
encompasses passion, loyalty, love, and selflessness than the Cross. On the 
Cross, Christ took the weight of the world and walked away victorious.

CONSIDER
■  Searching online for images of Christ in His last 12 hours and compare 

their use of color and shading. Discuss with a friend Christ’s emotional, 
spiritual, and physical state at this point.

■  Comparing and then graphing a timeline of Christ’s last hours based on 
the Gospels and the Spirit of Prophecy’s accounts.

■  Producing a PowerPoint program that couples a song depicting Christ’s 
suffering and death on the cross with photos or pictures of Christ’s death 
and resurrection. Share the program with a local church group.

■  Conducting an agape feast with a construction of a wooden cross with as 
many nails as people in attendance. Make the highlight of the meeting a 
time for individuals to walk up and take a nail off the cross in return for 
their names or sin(s) on the cross. Maybe sing hymns and/or Christian 
gospel songs as people move toward the cross.

■  Brainstorming ways in which to distribute “Try Jesus” flyers in your com
munity and have a group ready to answer calls, visit these people, and 
leave with them a free video of Jesus.

■  Reading biographies of men and women who have suffered and endured 
hardship for their belief in Christ. Invite someone in your local community 
to visit your group or church and share their personal story.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, pp. 685, 686.
The Passion of the Christ DVD; Jesus Freaks dc Talk and the Voice of the
Martyrs; Jack Sequeira, Beyond Belief: The Promise, the Power, and the
Reality of the Everlasting Gospel, pp. 67-85.

Jean-P ierre M artinez, Sydney, Austra lia
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Lesson 12
June 11-18

Tried and 
Crucified

"At the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, say
ing, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?' which is translated, 'My 

God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?' "
(Mark 15:34, NKJV).



Sabbath
June 11 "To C o n q u e r D ea th  

You O n ly  H ave to  D ie "  |
NTRODUCTION

Mark 15:31-34

“At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour. And 
at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani’— 
which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ ” (Mark 15:33, 34, 
NIV).

In the rock opera Jesus Christ Superstar, the song “Poor Jerusalem” has a line 
that says, ‘To conquer death, you only have to die, you only have to die.” Isn’t it a 
paradox? The Son of the living God had to die on the cross in order for all of us to 
conquer death. It is also a paradox that the Son of the Almighty God, the Judge of 
all judges, was going through trials and being judged.

Crucifixion was the worst kind of death—a horrible death, but many artists have 
painted the scene of Christ on the cross. Titian painted the picture Christ Crowned

With Thorns. Masaccio painted 
the crucified Christ in a picture 
titled The Holy Trinity. Artwork of 
Rembrandt van Rijn titled The 
Three Crosses is in the British 
Museum, London, England. 
Even in architecture, the building 
in the form of a cross was 

employed as a symbol in cathedrals such as Charles’ Cathedral in England, and 
Filippo Brunelleschi’s Santo Spirito in Florence, Italy.

Why has such an ugly instrument of death, a cross, become a symbol of 
respect and reverence? This week we will learn about Mark’s account of Christ’s 
trial and crucifixion. It was the most important event in the history of humankind— 
and in the Christian’s life.

“To conquer death, you only have to die, you only have to die.”

W hy has the ugly instru
m ent of death, a cross, 

becom e a symbol of 
respect and reverence?

N ithat Sirichotiratana, Bangkok, Thailand  
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Truly, H e  Is the  
Son o f G o d

Sunday
June 12

EVIDENCE
Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-41

The Fulfillment of Scripture
We know that the priest and those people who were against Jesus knew Him 

personally. They knew where He came from, they knew His parents, they knew His 
background, and they knew His family.

Why did Judas have to kiss Jesus in order to arrest Him? Judas thought that
even though he would betray Jesus, the Savior would display His power and
escape crucifixion. But in the end, Judas 
witnessed Jesus restraining His power.
He went out and threw the money away 
because of his shame and guilt. Judas 
had to kiss Jesus in order for the 
Scriptures to be fulfilled as it was prophe
sied. The Scriptures must be fulfilled as a living testimony to future generations so 
that people won’t have any excuse. They cannot deny that whatever God prophe
sies will come true.

Jesus, the Anointed One
Since Jesus did not fight back or react to them, the crowd asked Him, “ ‘Are You 

the Son of God?' ” (Luke 22:70, NASB). He said to them, “ ‘Yes, I am’ ” (verse 70, 
NASB). Then the high priest asked Him “ ‘Are You the Christ, the Son of the 
Blessed?’ ” (Mark 14:61, NKJV), and He answered, “ ‘I am’ ” (verse 62, NKJV).

Because Jesus claimed that He was the Son of God, they said that He was 
blasphemous, and they began to spit on Him and slap His face. During that time, 
before a priest could serve, he was anointed. They considered Jesus blasphemous 
because they did not recognize His anointing. Jesus’ anointing was not visible to 
humanity; whereas, the anointing of the priest was visible. People don’t believe 
things that they do not see. This was the difference of the priest’s anointing and 
Jesus’ anointing. They would not recognize that Jesus was the Anointed One 
because they had not seen it.

When the centurion (who crucified Jesus Christ and did not believe in God) wit
nessed the actual crucifixion of Jesus, he could say that “ ‘truly this was the Son of 
God!’ ” (Matt. 27:54, NKJV). Upon witnessing the events, the centurion secretly 
believed in his heart that the things that Jesus had done could not be accom
plished by human power unless Divine power was with Him.

Phakdee Tawinno, Bangkok, Thailand  
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M o n d a y
June 13 Sinners versus Sinless

.O G O S
Mark 14:53-65; 15:1-41

The Sinners Versus the Sinless (Mark 14:53, 55-59)
The Jewish religious leaders were not in one accord in their theology. Their brit

tle relationship caused confrontation among them. But when Jesus appeared in 
the picture, all of these leaders focused on Him and considered a Man who 
claimed to be the Messiah as their one enemy. They even put Jesus on trial dur
ing the night, which was against their own law.1

Mark gives details of how these people united in one accord regardless their dif
ferent class and theology in order to find fault with Jesus. Whatever the cost, their

aim was to put Jesus to death. 
‘The chief priests, elders and 
teachers of the law came togeth
er" (Mark 14:53, NIV). But their 
accusation was not systematical
ly planned. ‘The chief priests and 
the whole Sanhedrin were look

ing for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, but they did not 
find any. Many testified falsely against him, but their statements did not agree” (vers
es 55, 56, NIV).

If this case were being argued in our juridical system today, Jesus’ accusers 
would have less of a chance to win. These people have proved that Jesus is sin
less, that He is the true Messiah, the Savior of humankind.

“So in all ages the wicked have hated those who were better than themselves.”2
We someday may have to stand like Daniel’s friends before the court to witness 

because of our faith, to testify of our convictions about what we believe. Let no one 
find fault in our conduct, our words, or our thoughts. Ask God to strengthen us to 
be firm in Him and show to others that we live in Jesus and He lives in us.

The Old Trick and the Righteous (Mark 14:57, 58, 60, 61)
After they failed to find fault with Jesus, the religious leaders used the most sen

sitive and powerful issue to win the heart of the people so they would agree with 
the accusations. One person who used the method successfully was Jezebel 
when she planned to kill Naboth (see 1 Kings 21). She accused Naboth of cursing 
God and the king. He was stoned to death. King Ahab wanted the land of Naboth 
the Jezreelite for his own pleasure, but the religious leaders also wanted to main
tain their position and possession. As the high priest said, “ ‘It is better for you that 
one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish’ ” (John 11:50, NIV).

The old trick was used again to accuse Jesus and put Him to death. It was suc

"In all ages the wicked  
have hated those who were  

better than themselves."
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cessfully accomplished and even Pilate could not escape from the trap that he chose.
One of these days, true Christians will be asked about their faith, just as Abel 

was murdered for his faithfulness to God. “The brighter the heavenly light that is 
reflected from the character of God’s faithful servants, the more clearly the sins of 
the ungodly are revealed, and the more determined will be their efforts to destroy 
those who disturb their peace.”3

The Courageous Aim and the Sinners' Claim (Mark 14:61-65; 
15:1-5)

“ ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?’ ” (Mark 14:61, NIV) the high 
priest asked with authority to entrap Jesus. Jesus had made this claim when He was 
aimost stoned to death after saying, “ ‘Before Abraham was born, I am!’ ” (John 8:58, 
NIV). He who claims to live before Abraham is claiming that He is God, the Eternal 
One. Jesus is faithful to His Father and His divinity, so nothing can move Him from 
saying, “I am” (Mark 14:62, NIV). He knew that this saying would only stir up anger 
and jeopardize His life. But being “I am” is His nature; He cannot be anyone else. He 
refused to take wine to ease the pain. He is firm in physical and spiritual principle.

As a result Jesus was treated worse than any other criminal (15:17-20); even the 
lowest officer slapped Him (14:65). “Christ suffered keenly under abuse and insult. At 
the hands of the beings whom He had created . . .  He received every indignity.”4

The Lifegiver and the Executioner (Mark 15:1-41)
“Pilate . ..  had had to deal with all kinds of criminals; but never before had a man 

bearing marks of such goodness and nobility been brought before him. On Jesus’ 
face Pilate saw no sign of guilt, no expression of fear, no boldness or defiance. He 
saw a man of calm and dignified bearing, whose countenance bore not the marks 
of a criminal, but the signature of heaven.”5 Pilate persisted to diminish the life of 
this Man. “Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had 
Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified” (15:15, NIV). Yet the Lifegiver 
boldly accepted the life executioner for our sake and walked through the darkest 
path for us all. Jesus has illustrated “God is love” by His own life!

REACT
In everyday terms, how are we like Pilate standing before the screaming crowd?

1. William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: the Gospel o f Mark (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 
1976), p. 350.
2. Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 74.
3. Ibid.
4. The Desire o f Ages, p. 700.
5. Ibid., p. 724.

Surachet Insom, Bangkok, Thailand
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Tuesday
June  14 H e  Bore th e  

In iq u ity  fo r Us |
TESTIM ONY
Isa. 53:12

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was num
bered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors” (Isa. 53:12, NKJV).

“My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if any
one sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And 
He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
whole world” (1 John 2:1, 2, NKJV).

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. He was
counted a transgressor, that He 
might redeem us from the con
demnation of the law. The guilt of 
every descendant of Adam was 
pressing upon His heart. The 
wrath of God against sin, the ter

rible manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son 
with consternation.”1

“In coming to the world in human form, in becoming subject to the law, in reveal
ing to men that He bore their sickness, their sorrow, their guilt, Christ did not 
become a sinner. He was pure and uncontaminated by any disease. Not one stain 
of sin was found upon Him. . . .  He stood before the world the spotless Lamb of 
God. When suffering humanity pressed about Him, He who was in the health of 
perfect manhood was as one afflicted with them.”2

“God and His holy angels were beside the cross. The Father was with His Son. 
Yet His presence was not revealed. Had His glory flashed forth from the cloud, 
every human beholder would have been destroyed. And in that dreadful hour 
Christ was not to be comforted with the Father’s presence. He trod the wine press 
alone, and of the people there was none with Him.”3

REACT
1. How does the thought of Jesus bearing our iniquity impact our attitude toward 

sins?
2. What assurance do we have when we face temptation?

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 753.
2. That I May Know Him, p. 67.
3. The Desire o f Ages, pp. 753, 754.

Som chai Chuenjit, Bangkok, Thailand

"God and His holy angels 
were beside the cross."
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W ednesday

H o w  to  Look I------ June 15

at Christ's Trial |
HOW -TO
Eph. 1:18

The high priest asked Jesus bluntly if He was the Messiah. Clearly Jesus felt 
that it was time and, without hesitation, He answered in the affirmative. The 
Sanhedrin was savagely content and had what it wanted, a charge that merited the 
death penalty.

Here we see two of Jesus’ characteristics:
•  His confidence. Even with the Cross now a certainty, He still continued to 

speak with complete confidence of His ultimate triumph.
•  His courage. He knew that to make that answer was to die, yet unhesitating

ly He made it. He chose it since He could bear our sins more easily than He could 
bear the thought of our hopelessness.

The sense of being chosen is one of the very best gifts love bestows on 
the beloved. There is no 
gift like being chosen by 
God, who wants to be on 
our side, and no pain like 
being rejected by the cho
sen. Being chosen invol
ves three factors.

1. When you are chosen, you are seen as unique. It means someone has seen 
you as a unique person, and that someone desires to come closer to you, to be on 
the same side as you’re on. You are unique and special to him or her.

2. When you are chosen, you are recognized as someone who has something 
to contribute. It means someone believes your uniqueness is positive. You have sig
nificant gifts that will make a difference (Col. 3:12).

3. When you are chosen, it means somebody wants you. It means you are not 
isolated, unconnected. You are desired and you belong.

In looking upon our Redeemer and Savior, we catch a glimpse of what he was 
intended to be and would then see the reason and purpose of His death. God 
rewards those who settle for nothing less than Jesus Himself as the Spirit of the 
Lord will work within them to become more and more like Him (2 Cor. 3:18).

1. William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible: The Gospel o f Mark (New Delhi: Rekha Pvt. Ltd., 1992), p. 351.
2. Max Lucado, God Came Wear (Singapore: Campus Crusade Asia Limited, 1998), p. 52.
3. John Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998), p. 149.
4. Max Lucado, Just Like Jesus (Nashville: Word Publishing, 1991 ), p. 172.

The sense of being chosen is 
one of the very best gifts love 

bestows on the beloved.

Saw Samuel, Bangkok, Thailand
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T hursday
June 16 W h y  th e  Silence? |

OPINION
Mark 14:60, 61

When the high priest was questioning Jesus, why did Jesus not speak up? He 
was on trial and this was His chance. In every fair trial the accused have a chance 
to defend themselves. So why did Jesus not defend Himself? Why did He allow 
Himself to go through the humiliation of being called a blasphemer? Why?

“He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniqui
ties; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him” (Isa. 53:3, 5, NKJV).

There are so many times that Jesus could have just defended Himself and 
nothing would have happened. But then the question comes to mind: What if He 
had? What if Jesus did defend Himself? What if He was found innocent, which He 
most certainly was? What if He was not crucified? Then the plan of salvation would 
not have been accomplished. Death would not have been overcome. Then Satan 
would not have been defeated.

So why did He do it? Because He loved you and me above all. He went through 
pain, suffering, and humiliation to show just how much He loved you and me. He 
did it because of love. He did it so that we might believe and be saved (John 3:16).

Above all powers above all kings 
Above all nature and all created things 
Above all wisdom and all the ways of man 
You were here before the world began.

Above all kingdoms above all thrones 
Above all wonders the world has ever known 
Above all wealth and treasures of the earth 
There’s no way to measure what You're worth.

Crucified, laid behind the stone 
You lived to die rejected and alone 
Like a rose trampled on the ground 
You took the fall and thought of me 
Above all.*

*Michael W. Smith

Sarita Arora, Saraburi, Thailand
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U n c o m m o n  C rim in a l |
Friday

June 17

EXPLORATION
Mark 14:53-65; 15 

CONCLUDE
Ellen White told us that it would be well for us to spend an hour each day con

templating the life of Christ, especially the closing scenes. (See The Desire of 
Ages, p. 83.) It is painful to read about the quiet suffering Christ endured at His 
unfair trial and horrible execution. He had not only the right but the power to fight 
back. But He didn’t. He took on the incredible burden of the sins of the world: He 
paid the price for all human beings. He wants only our love in return.

CONSIDER
■  Interviewing someone who displays a Christian cross on their jewelry, 

clothing, or vehicle. Ask them to tell you what the symbol means to them.
■  Reading and meditating on the poem “Death, Be Not Proud” by 

John Donne. This is available on many Web sites. Here is one: 
<http://eir.library.utoronto.ca/rpo/display/poem658.html>.

■  Performing a role-play. Have someone accuse you of something while you 
resist defending yourself. Then switch roles.

■  Watching a video depiction of the trial and execution of Christ, such as 
Jesus of Nazareth, The Passion of the Christ, or the Matthew video series.

■  Going outside to a park or natural setting. Look for signs of sin in nature 
and also for signs of restoration.

■  Listening to a recording of Handel’s Messiah, especially the last half.
■  Reading about a person who was falsely accused of a crime (for example, 

Rubin “Hurricane” Carter, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, Joan of Arc).
■  Finding a spot that is completely dark (a closet, a bathroom, etc.). Sit there 

for at least ten minutes, thinking about what it must have been like for 
Jesus to experience complete darkness from the weight of sin and sepa
ration from His Father.

CONNECT
The Desire of Ages, chaps. 77; 78.
Kim Allen Johnson, The Gift; Max Lucado, Six Hours One Friday; John Piper,
The Passion of Jesus Christ.

Kim  Peckham, Falling Waters, W est Virginia
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Buried—but 
Risen!

Lesson 13
June 18-25

" 'Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place 

where they laid Him' " (Mark 16:6, NKJV).



Share th e  N ew s! I
Sabbath 
June 18

IN TR O D U CTIO N
Matt. 28:18-20

Can you imagine what it would have been like to stand there helpless while 
Jesus was tortured and crucified before your very own eyes? Can you imagine the 
guilt and despair you would feel as He took His last breath? You would have lost 
your Best Friend, your Mentor, and your Leader. What would you have done then? 
What could you accomplish without His love and wisdom to guide you? What a 
horrible feeling this would have been.

Then, what a wonderful joy it would be for you to discover that Jesus was alive! 
It would bring back the hope and joy that you once felt when in His presence. Only 
now, your eyes are opened to fully understand His love and sacrifice. What an awe
some experience to hear Him speak once again.

“ ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have com
manded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age’ ” (Matt. 
28:1820, NIV).

Hearing Jesus’ words gave the disciples a passion and a burden for sharing His 
teachings with those who had 
never known Him. It was up to 
them to finish spreading His 
word. They were to go and 
share the gospel with everyone 
they could find. They knew they 
weren’t alone but that Jesus would follow them everywhere, showing mercy to His 
children. So off they went to spread the news that Jesus was their Savior.

As Christians, we are disciples of Christ. We have been given the same mission 
that Jesus gave the disciples when He rose from the tomb. We are to spread the 
gospel to everyone—whether he or she be in some far off place or in our own back
yards. Our work isn’t finished until every last child of God has heard His message. 
So go! Go and tell the whole world that Jesus is waiting for them!

You would have lost your 
Best Friend.

Stacy Darrell, Lenexa, Kansas 
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Sunday
June 19 T h e End and I 

th e  B eginning
-OGOS

Matt. 27:57-28:20; Mark 15:42-16:20; Luke 23:50-24:52; John 19:38-21:25

The End in Despair (Matt. 27:62-66; Mark 15:42-47)
Mark, along with the other Gospels, records one of the saddest Sabbaths in his

tory. Jesus Christ, the hope of the world, was dead. The Son of God, the Creator 
of life gave His own life, and was buried by human beings.

Mark’s Gospel shows the reader the strangeness of Jesus’ death. Most people
who were crucified suffered for 
days before their bodies finally 
gave out. Jesus died after a few 
hours. Pilate made certain that 
Christ was dead before entrust
ing the body to Joseph. The tim
ing of Jesus’ death reveals that 

no one took His life. He chose to lay it down.
The Scriptures provide many eyewitnesses to the burial. Mark writes about 

Joseph of Arimathea, “a prominent member of the Council” (Mark 15:43, NASB) 
as a witness. Several women saw the Lord’s burial. Pilate and the centurion testi
fy of Christ’s death. Even Jesus’ enemies state in Matthew 27 that He died. Few 
people argue that Jesus of Nazareth lived on planet Earth. No one argues the fact 
that He died. The controversy comes to life when we discuss what happened to 
Christ’s body.

With heavy hearts Joseph and the women buried Jesus as the Sabbath 
approached. Even though it appeared to human eyes that hope had been buried 
with the Son of Man’s body, hope still lived.

The Beginning of Hope (Mark 16:3-6; 1 Cor. 15:3, 4, 12-14)
If Mark 15 is the end in despair, then chapter 16 is the end of despair. This 

amazing change, this renewing of hope, rings out in the angel’s words, “ ‘He has 
risen; He is not here’ ” (Mark 16:6, NASB). The angel announced the good news 
of a risen Savior. It is the truth of a resurrected Lord that brings hope to 
Christianity—and controversy as well. What happened to Jesus’ body? The 
Romans and Jews would not have taken Christ’s body out of the tomb. The disci
ples could not have stolen the body. Yet there stands an empty tomb. The proba
ble answer is that Jesus was what He said He was. He did what He said He would 
do. He died and rose again. The evidence of the empty tomb and of the eyewit
nesses lead to this conclusion.

Jesus Christ died on the cross in our place, but if He did not rise again we would

The Gospel writers climax 
their accounts of Jesus' life 

with His resurrection.
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have no hope. The Gospel writers climax their accounts of Jesus’ life with His res
urrection. Jesus Christ paid for our sins on the cross, but we do not have a dead 
Savior. Death could not hold the Son of God. “Mountains piled upon mountains 
over His sepulcher could not have prevented Him from coming forth.”*

The apostle Paul also emphasizes the importance of Christ’s resurrection. He 
writes that the death and resurrection of Jesus is of first Importance. Then in 
unmistakable language Paul tells the Corinthians that if Christ has not been resur
rected, then the message and faith of Christianity is in vain. The Scriptures resound 
with confidence in a risen Lord who frees us from slavery to sin, fear, and death 
and grants us peace, confidence, and life.

How to End the Greatest Story (Matt. 28:1-20; Mark 16:8-20; 
Luke 24:1-53; John 20; 21)

How do you end the greatest story ever told? The Gospel writers chose differ
ent ways to close their accounts of Christ’s life. Notice how quickly Mark covers the 
events after the Resurrection as compared to Matthew, Luke, and John. The swift
ness of Mark’s ending does not negate the powerful message he imparts to the 
reader as he ends with a beginning.

Ending With a Beginning (Mark 1:1; 16:7-20)
Mark’s Gospel ends with a focus on spreading the good news of the Resurrec

tion. The angel at the tomb instructs the women to go and tell. Women come to the 
forefront during the Resurrection story. All four Gospels agree that women were the 
first to hear the good news. We discover that females play an important role in 
Christ’s church. In John’s Gospel, Jesus chooses the woman at the well as the first 
missionary (John 4:28-30). Here we find the Lord using women as the first wit
nesses to His resurrection.

Mark closes his Gospel by giving us an example of what to do when we realize 
the truth of a risen Lord. Believe it and tell others. Mary Magdalene saw Jesus and 
told others. The two disciples on the road to Emmaus saw Christ and reported to 
others. Jesus wants His followers to share the news that He is risen, and He wants 
people to believe the testimony of His followers. Christ rebuked the unbelief of the 
disciples when they would not believe “those who had seen Him after He had 
risen” (Mark 16:14, NASB).

Jesus gives believers a command in verse 15: Go and preach to the whole 
world. Verse 20 reports the disciples’ response. They went out and preached. Mark 
starts his book by saying, ‘The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God” (1:1, NASB). The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is only the 
beginning. As the story ends, the commission of the believers to share the good 
news has begun. We remain to help finish the story.

* The Desire o f Ages, p. 781.

Mike Halfhill, O verland Park, Kansas

121



M onday 
June 20 O h  D e a th , You I 

A re  D e fe a te d !
TESTIM ONY
1 Cor. 15:55

For one complete day, Satan thought he owned all of humanity. Jesus lay dead 
in Joseph’s tomb. However, his hopes were forever dashed as he witnessed the 
glorious resurrection of Jesus. “When Jesus was laid in the grave, Satan tri
umphed. He dared to hope that the Saviour would not take up His life again. He 
claimed the Lord’s body, and set his guard about the tomb, seeking to hold Christ 
a prisoner. He was bitterly angry when his angels fled at the approach of the heav
enly messenger. When he saw Christ come forth in triumph, he knew that his king
dom would have an end, and that he must finally die.”1

“Over the rent sepulcher of Joseph, Christ had proclaimed in triumph, ‘I am the
resurrection, and the life.’ These 
words could be spoken only by 
the Deity. All created beings live 
by the will and power of God. 
They are dependent recipients 
of the life of God. From the high

est seraph to the humblest animate being, all are replenished from the Source of 
life. Only He who is one with God could say, I have power to lay down My life, and 
I have power to take it again. In His divinity, Christ possessed the power to break 
the bonds of death.”2

And like 2,000 years ago, Christ will again show the universe His triumph over 
death by His gathering of the saints. “Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of 
lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the Son of God calls forth the sleep
ing saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then raising His hands to 
heaven he cries, ‘Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and arise!’ 
Throughout the length and breadth of the earth, the dead shall hear that voice; and 
they that hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceed
ing great army of every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. From the prison- 
house of death they come, clothed with immortal glory, crying, ‘O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?’ 1 Cor. 15:55. And the living righteous and 
the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory.”3

1. The Desire o f Ages, p. 782.
2. Ibid., p. 785.
3. The Great Controversy, p. 644.

Bruce Chan, Kansas City, Kansas

Satan thought he owned  
all of humanity.
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Tuesday

An Em pty Tom b I----- Ju n e  21

N o t Enough? |
EVIDENCE
Mark 16:5, 6

Mark’s writing style takes us on a whirlwind tour of Jesus’ life on earth. The 
abruptness of his writing pushes us to see Jesus as the Messiah. The last section 
of the Gospel of Mark is no different. It lays out the evidence.

Using phrases like “It was Preparation Day” and “When the Sabbath was over” 
Mark establishes time. Mentioning specific people such as Joseph of Arimathea 
and the Marys also give clarity to the account. Yet it is his use of quotes that is 
intriguing. Especially of the young man dressed in a white robe.

The evidence of an empty tomb may not be enough for some to believe that 
Christ rose from the dead. Is it possible the women went to the wrong tomb? Did 
the disciples take the body of Jesus? Mark’s reference to a young man dressed in 
a white robe seems to be one of 
an angel (Matt. 28:5). This 
angel’s statement brings more 
evidence than just an empty 
tomb. The angel’s recognition of 
the women’s purpose for visit
ing as well as directing their attention to “see the place where the Lord lay” (verse 
6, NKJV) gives clue that the angel was there for a purpose and that the women 
were at the right place. Much more important and exciting, however, is the angel’s 
proclamation that Jesus is alive! The women were not having a bad dream. Yes, 
they had come to the right place. They are invited to take a look at the tomb where 
they buried Jesus and see that it is empty. It is empty because Jesus is alive!

This Jesus the angel testifies about Is the same Jesus that hung on a cross and 
had a spear shoved into His side to be sure He was dead. This is the same Jesus 
a Roman centurion testified about saying, “ Truly this was the Son of God!’ ” (Matt. 
27:54, NKJV).

‘The sun had known Him, and at the sight of His dying anguish, had hidden its 
face of light. The rocks had known Him, and had shivered into fragments at His cry. 
Inanimate nature had known Christ, and had borne witness to His divinity.”* This 
was the same Jesus who would appear to the disciples after the Crucifixion and 
show them His hands and side.

An empty tomb may not be enough. Yet, when we look into that tomb and rec
ognize why it is empty, can we begin to see evidence of a loving Savior?

'The Desire o f Ages, p. 771.

Did the disciples take the  
body of jesus?

Ira Bartolome, Berrien Springs, M ichigan
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W ednesday
June 22 Saying G o o d b y e  

Is N o t Forever
-IOW-TO

Mark 16:6; John 6:40; 1 Cor. 15:12-31; Phil. 3:10

I hate to say goodbye. When you say goodbye, you hope that you will see that 
person again as soon as possible. It might be a matter of hours before you see 
them again or it may be the last time you ever see them. When Christ died on the 
cross, many of His disciples and other believers thought they had said their final 
goodbyes to their beloved Leader. It had to be the saddest day of their lives. This 
awful day was followed by maybe the most memorable day they ever experienced: 
the day Christ was resurrected from the grave.

As twenty-first-century Christians, we did not see the death and Resurrection
firsthand. We only have the faith 
that what the Bible says is true. 
His resurrection gives us the 
assurance that we have eternal 
life in Christ because He rose 
on the third day. In 1 Corinthians 
15:14 Paul writes that if Christ 

did not rise from the dead then our testimonies and preaching are useless.
How do we make the Resurrection just as real in the twenty-first century as it 

was in the first century?
1. Believe. We need to accept Christ. Christ is a personal Savior and He wants 

nothing more than to become your Best Friend. Trust in Him and He will guide your 
life.

2. Speak truth. Read the Bible so that our minds are filled with the truth. If we 
study and learn the truth, then speaking the truth of Christ’s love will be second 
nature to us.

3. Share your testimony. As Christians we have the best news to share with 
others. Knowledge is useless unless we share it with others. We need to utilize 
every opportunity Christ gives us to share His love with others. It may be the only 
chance they have to hear the gospel. You don’t want your goodbye to be eternal.

4. Don’t lose hope. In a world filled with disappointments, it is easy to lose 
hope. We need to remember that we know how it all ends. Christ wins! Victory is 
ours! Christ will return and we will live forever with Him.

REACT
1. What can you tell people about the Resurrection that applies to us living in 

the twenty-first century?
2. What role does the Resurrection play in your faith?

Jenn i Glass, O verland Park, Kansas

Christ's resurrection gives 
us the assurance that we  

have eternal life.

124



A ccid en ta l 
Spirituality?

Thursday
June 23

OPINION
Mark 15:42, 43; Exod. 3:2; Prov. 19:21; Jon. 1:17; Acts 8:26, 27

The Bible is full of stories that describe situations in which it seems accidental 
that God’s purpose is completed. For instance, a large fish swallowed Jonah. A 
burning bush sprung out of the desert and spoke to Moses. A high-ranking 
Ethiopian happened to be on the road between Jerusalem and Gaza to speak with 
Philip. A “prominent member of the council” (Mark 15:43, NIV) made his tomb avail
able for Jesus’ body.

This prominent member of the council, Joseph of Arimathea, probably didn’t 
expect that his gracious offer of a tomb would become the setting for one of the 
most amazing stories in galactic his
tory—the resurrection of Jesus. But it 
shouldn’t surprise us. We observe in 
the Bible that God often uses com
mon people in seemingly accidental 
circumstances to achieve His will.
Over and over we observe that these common people have uncommon spirituali
ty. Like Joseph of Arimathea, they had a personal, vibrant relationship with God. 
They were connected to Him. Then they acted.

We don’t know much about Joseph of Arimathea. We know that he was a mem
ber of the Jewish High Council. We can deduce that he was part of a minority of 
people who were supportive of Jesus at the time of the Crucifixion. The kind of 
maturity and spiritual commitment he exhibited, in the face of severe hate, proba
bly wasn’t achieved easily. We are stunned that a man as prominent as Joseph of 
Arimathea acted so selflessly and risked his own stature to provide his tomb. 
Joseph of Arimathea had to be a man of deep spiritual understanding. Otherwise 
he could not have risked everything for a penniless, traveling Jewish preacher. With 
everything you know about Jesus, what are you willing to risk for Him?

The Christian struggle includeds the search for and discovery of what God has 
in mind for us. Most of us will not become as famous as Jonah, Moses, Philip, or 
Joseph of Arimathea. But from reading their stories, we realize that God’s will is 
always completed. His work is being completed every day by men and women who 
have a relationship with Him that is not accidental.

In Mark’s presentation of Joseph of Arimathea, and throughout his Gospel, 
Mark conveys a sense of immediacy. He portrays the story of Jesus as high drama. 
He compels the reader to react. He almost calls out to the reader to consider, “Hey, 
Joseph of Arimathea risked everything to provide a tomb for Jesus. That was no 
accident. Are you willing to risk everything for Him?”

Ivan Bartolome, Lenexa, Kansas

M ark conveys a sense 
of immediacy.
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Friday
June 24 Reversing th e  

Irrevers ib le
EXPLORATION

1 Cor. 15:14

CONCLUDE
The resurrection of Jesus brought great gladness and transformation among the 

disciples. The Gospel writers portray the cross and resurrection of Jesus as belong
ing together. The Resurrection gave meaning to the Cross. It energized His disci
ples to turn the world upside down. We must see the same meaning in the resur
rection of Jesus as His disciples then saw. By reversing the irreversible—death— 
God confirmed once and for all that Jesus is the Son of God. His resurrection gives 
us the assurance that Jesus successfully completed the divine mission on earth. At 
the same time, it confirms God’s promise of eternal life for all those who believe in 
Him. The ones who have experienced this assurance cannot keep the good news 
to themselves. This is when the gospel commission becomes active in our lives.

CONSIDER
■  Journaling for a week about your own reflections on Jesus’ resurrection; 

writing about how your belief in salvation has been strengthened, God’s 
divine power over death is revealed, and so on.

■  Emailing a close friend, sharing insights you gained this week on Jesus’ 
resurrection.

■  Memorizing the gospel commission given in Matthew 28:19, 20 in a ver
sion of your choice.

■  Viewing the video Amistad (1997). Consider the importance of faith in the 
resurrection to Yamba as he relates it to his personal experience.

■  Whistling or humming a familiar song such as “I Serve a Risen Savior” or 
“Because He lives,” contemplating the words.

■  Interviewing a pastor on his or her vision of how the gospel commission 
can be fulfilled these days. Ask how this vision is becoming a reality in the 
local church and worldwide.

■  Observing a growing seedling to experience the meaning of death and 
renewal.

CONNECT
Mark 16.
The Desire of Ages, chap. 81.
The Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology, pp. 183-185.
Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, chap. 11.

Prema Gaikwad, Cavite, Philippines
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Next Quarter’s Lessons

Experiencing Jesus Christ as Lord: 
The Spiritual Life

If you have not received a copy of CQ for third quarter 2005, here is a summa
ry of the first two lessons:

Lesson 1: Crisis of Identity
Logos: Matt. 18:21, 22; Luke 5:18-20; Rom. 3:26; 5:20; 1 John 1:9
What was the spiritual state of Judah at the time Isaiah was written? Can we 

truly worship the Lord if our hearts are not right with Him? How did the choices 
the Judeans faced parallel the choices we face today?

Lesson 2: Crisis of Leadership 
Logos: Isa. 6:1-13
When asked by one of his disciples about the ingredients of good govern

ment, Confucius answered: “Sufficient food, sufficient weapons, and the confi
dence of the common people.” People do, indeed, want strong, trustworthy lead
ership. When a soldier was signing up for a second tour of duty, the army 
recruiter asked why he wanted to re-enlist. “I tried civilian life,” he said, “but 
nobody is in charge out there.”

This week we’ll look at Judah’s crisis of leadership and the sad results that 
followed.

To order your personal copy of CQ, contact your Adventist Book Center or write:

Pacific Press Publishing Association 
P. O. Box 5353 
Nampa, ID 83653-5353 
U.S.A.

Prices: U.S.A. One-year subscription—$15.40
Single copy $6.29

Outside U.S.A. One-year subscription—US $18.40 
Single copy US $6.29

127



£
H o

H i

*
S o

• £ 0

Jesus has a passionate love affair with 
the poor. The downtrodden. The marginal
ized. The forgotten. And nowhere in 
Scripture is this passion more clearly defined 
than in the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah.

In Pursuing the Passion o f Christ, noted 
pastor and author Dwight Nelson opens this 
powerful, but often overlooked chapter in the 
Bible and shows in eye-opening detail how 
loving the least—personal and practical min
istry to those who suffer—helps you fulfill 
God’s purpose for your life.
0-8163-2043-8. Paperback. US$9.99, Can$14.99.

Available at your local ABC, 
1-800-765-6955. Or read a sample 

chapter first and order online: 
www.AdventistBookCenter.com
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THIS YEAR, GIVE FREEDOM.

Based on the extraordinary biblical account o f Jesus and 
the demoniac o f  Decapolis, Broken Chains, by Amazing Facts 
president D oug Batchelor, unfolds the wonderful power o f 
God to deliver the desperate and heal the hopeless.

If  you or som eone you know  needs freedom from the 
shackles o f  guilt, bad habits, and a shattered life, this book is 
the key to unlock those chains o f despair.
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This quarter's Th irteen th  Sabbath O ffe ring  w ill 
go to  N orth  Am erican D ivision.

‘ EC005040-T

North American Division
Where legally possible, offerings w ill go to these projects; otherwise 

' ' mgement w ill be made with the General Conference for 
o f funds based on the laws o f the countries where these 

"wrings are collected.

M ichael M atthews 
answered the knock on his 
d oo r to  fin d  tw o  police 
o fficers w ith  guns drawn.
He knew  w hy they were 
there  and gave up w ith o u t 
a fight.

M ichael had been a drug 
addict and a d rug pusher fo r nine years. He 
though t he was using drugs to  " fin d  God," but 
God was not in his d rug-induced stupors. In 
prison he d id  no t want to  th in k  o f God, but 
everywhere he w ent he encountered God. In tim e 
he realized that he must choose between a path 
that w ou ld  lead to  death o r God's path to  life  and 
light. Late one n ight he kne lt w ith  a fe llow  inmate 
on the hard cem ent f lo o r and gave his life to  Jesus.

The craving fo r drugs that had driven him  fo r 
n ine years vanished. But he still faced a sentence 
o f up to  20 years fo r d rug tra ffick ing . Read how  
God led this fo rm e r add ict o u t o f darkness and 
in to  the ligh t o f fa ith  in th is quarter's Mission.
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