Who We Are—Meet Messenger’s Contributors (p.20); Almost Vegan (p.22);
Mamawi Atosketan Native School (p.31); A New Adventist Asks (p.35)
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heart to heart

ccl am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not |, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh | live
by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave himself
for me. ), —G@Gal. 2:20, KJV

Putting God First

t the beginning of every new year, I think of Dad. Let me explain.
Every year Dad renewed his commitment to put God first in
his life. He was a pretty busy man, but never too busy to begin
the day with God. When I got up in the morning, I'd sce him
at the kitchen table, alone and quiet, reading the Bible.

Prayer was another solid thing with Dad, and it went hand in hand
with reading the Bible. At the beginning of the year, he would review
his prayer list. It was written down, often cither in the diary or in his
Bible. He was specific. There were names of neighbours, family, and
people in his large circle of friends on the list. Personal concerns were
there along with issucs that most people—but not Dad—would skip
over. Nothing was too big or too small in Dads life for God’s notice.

Dad was realistic about his walk with God. His diaries truthfully
recorded that some days faith scemed to work better than others. Yer,
without talking doubr or discouragement, when Dad looked over the
record of the year’s activities, he looked for the lessons to be learned
in staying close to Christ.

My dad has been gone for over 30 years now, but the legacy he
left me, a practical illustration of what it is like to live in Christ, is
mine to keep as long as I live. It wasn’t something he advertised. It
was something he lived.

And that, in turn, prompts me to reflect—am I putting Christ
where He belongs in my life? Not for show, but because I've learned
that if T put Him first I'm a better person to be around, I'm more
contented, and my day is smoother because Jesus is with me all the
way? Not a bad way to start things off this year, is it? m
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