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Is Your Name Written There?

When I was a student, I heard a preacher speak about the subject of books.
He noted that when we first arrive on Earth, our names are recorded in a
book. When our parents first take us to the doctor, our names are written in

a book. When we start school, join an organization, or get married, our names are
written in a book. Even when we die, our names are written in a book. His point that
we live and die by the book is well taken.

If I could continue the discourse of this preacher a little further, I would add that
there is a record being kept on each of us in a Book, which will determine our eternal
destiny. In light of that fact, God, through His Book, encourages us to “study to show thyself approved
unto God” (2 Tim. 2:15). And Jesus, while in dialogue with the Sadducees, told them, “You do err, not
knowing the Scriptures” (Matt. 22:29). Knowing and understanding God’s purpose for our lives is very
important if we desire to have our names recorded in the Book of Life. And we also will err if we deviate
from His holy Book.

BLESSED WITH THE BOOK BUSINESS
God has not only blessed mankind with His Word, He has blessed the Seventh-day Adventist Church

with the Spirit of Prophecy. These books are to guide us to our future eternal home. The publishing min-
istry of our church has a major role in equipping the saints for life on this Earth and the Earth anew. Some

may see our publishing houses and Adventist Book
Centers (ABC) only as places of business. Not just ordinary
businesses, they are about the King’s business. The
resources God has made available to us are not just for
members of the church. They are designed to reach every
corner of this globe. 

In one of her writings, Ellen White states, “This is a work
that should be done. The end is near. Already much time
has been lost, when these books should have been in circu-

lation. Sell them far and
near. Scatter them like the
leaves of autumn. This
work is to continue with-
out the forbidding of any-
one. Souls are perishing
out of Christ. Let them be
warned of His soon
appearing in the clouds of
heaven” (Review and
Herald, Aug. 13, 1908).

How appropriate that,
as we celebrate the 150th anniversary of the writing of The Great Controversy, we can tell the world that our
loving Father has a special Book—The Book of Life. We can tell them that He desires everyone to have
their name written in His Book, which, in turn, will guarantee them a place on the Earth made new. In this
place they’ll be no more sorrow, crying, or dying, and we will live with Him forever. 

With such an important work at hand, how can you help spread the word? I would love to see each
congregation present newly baptized members with a selection of books from White’s writings and an
engraved Bible. They’re all available at your ABC, which you’ll read more about in this issue of the Visitor.

Columbia Union Conference treasurer Seth T. Bardu (sbardu@columbiaunion.net) also serves as publishing director.
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Kettering Names
Academic Dean

William “W.G.” Nelson, Jr.,
has accepted the position of
dean for Academic Affairs at

Kettering
College of
Medical Arts
(KCMA). 
“It is clear 
to me that
Kettering 

is a positive educational and
healthcare environment where
good things are happening,” he

says. “I look forward to the
opportunity of working with
our president, Charles Scriven,
and KCMA’s faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and administrative team,
as we chart a strategic direction
for the college’s future.”

Nelson joins Kettering after
spending six years as a graduate
professor in the School of
Education at La Sierra University
(Calif). Since 2006 he also has
chaired the university’s
Department of Administration
and Leadership. Prior to his term
at La Sierra, Nelson served as
president of Washington state’s
Walla Walla College (now Walla
Walla University) from 1994-2001.
From 1988-94 he served in vari-
ous positions, including as vice
president for academic adminis-
tration at Southwestern Adventist
University (Texas). During the
1980s, he was principal at
Potomac Conference’s
Shenandoah Valley Academy in
New Market, Va.; at Indiana
Academy; and at Mile High
Academy in Denver. 

Nelson, who will begin work
at KCMA this summer, is a
1972 graduate of Atlantic
Union College (Mass.), where
his predecessor, Norman
Wendth, now serves as presi-
dent.—Mindy Claggett

Adventist Leads
State Board

For the past year, William G.
“Bill” Robertson (right), presi-
dent and CEO of Adventist
HealthCare (Rockville, Md.), has
been chairing the Governor’s
Workforce Investment Board—
Maryland’s chief policy-making
body on workforce development.
He collaborated with top busi-
ness leaders to create initiatives

that will lead to a highly quali-
fied workforce that is both avail-
able to current employers and
attractive to future employers
throughout the state of
Maryland, helping it compete in
the 21st century. The board’s
work was highlighted at the 2008
Governor’s Workforce Creation
Summit, which drew 500 stake-
holders from business, education,
government, and nonprofit
organizations, and was hosted by
Gov. Martin O’Malley.

Sabbath Offering to
Benefit CUC

The Columbia Union
Conference has designated May
31, as “CUC Sabbath,” a time
for congregations to dedicate a
portion of their Sabbath servic-
es to learning more about their
college and showing support by
giving a special offering. “This
is a great opportunity for our
churches to get firsthand infor-
mation on the recent changes at
Columbia Union College (CUC)
and plans we’re beginning to
implement,” says union presi-
dent and CUC board chairman
Dave Weigley. “It’s also a
chance for constituents to meet
some of our talented teachers,
students, and administrators.”

CUC will provide printed
material to each church. Speakers
and musicians can be booked
through the marketing and 
communications office at (301)
891-4125.—Scott Steward

A transatlantic partnership
between several Columbia

Union Conference entities has
made possible a new academic
building on the campus of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church’s
Valley View University (VVU) 
in Ghana. In the presence of
Ghanaian government officials,
church leaders recently dedicated
the new building. A Columbia

Union delegation (above) partici-
pated in the celebration, includ-
ing retired Columbia Union 
president Harold Lee; current
Columbia Union officers Dave
Weigley, Neville Harcombe, and
Seth Bardu; Allegheny East

Conference
(AEC) offi-
cers Charles
Cheatham,
Henry
Fordham,
and

Lawrence Martin; and Kettering
Adventist HealthCare president
and CEO, Frank Perez (above).
“Seeing this university step into
the field of healthcare and train
young men and women in their
own country to give care to their
fellow citizens, in a state-of-the-

art environment, with state-of-
the-art knowledge, was very
powerful and, for me, very per-
sonal,” noted Perez. “They will
be an extension of our ministry
for decades to come.” 

The three-story health educa-
tion facility, built to accommodate
the university’s newly established
nursing and medical equipment
technology programs, has already
eased space problems on the cam-
pus of 2,500 students. It houses a
departmental library, lecture
rooms, a conference hall, a science
laboratory, offices, and a nursing
skills development center. 

Much of the money needed 
to complete the project came

from Adventist HealthCare,
Kettering, and AEC. “Since the
Columbia Union is the umbrella
body for the donor organiza-
tions, we thought it appropriate
to name the facility (above) after
the union,” said university pres-
ident Seth Laryea (center with
Columbia Union officers and the
Ghana Union president.) 

Union Entities Support
Education in Ghana

“Lisa Brown-McNeil invited her
co-worker Ronnie Harrell to
church. She hadn’t been coming
regularly for 10 years. But when
she received our Revelation semi-
nar flyer, she invited Ronnie to

attend with
her. He did
and he’s
been com-
ing every
week since
October and
studying

with me. Now he’s getting bap-
tized. … So you don’t have to do
something great or preach to
100,000 people. Even the small
things you do—like inviting your
co-worker to church or stuffing
Revelation seminar invitation
envelopes—are important to
God.”—Kermit Netteburg,
Beltsville (Md.) church, preaching
a series titled “Getting Found in a
Lost World.” For more photos,
visit the “Columbia Union People”
blog at www.columbiaunion.org.

From the
Pulpit

The partnership between the
Columbia Union and the Ghana
Union was formed in 2005 to
“enrich and improve the
Church’s work in Ghana,”
Laryea explained. Lee spear-
headed it through the Columbia
Union’s Missions Abroad initia-
tive, which supports projects in
many parts of the world. 

“When leaders of our health-
care systems, conferences, and 
I visited the university and saw
what they were attempting to
do, we were so impressed with
the vision, mission, and faith of
President Laryea, that we want-
ed to help,” Lee recalls. He also
sent Gina Brown, chair of
Columbia Union College’s
nursing department (now its
graduate school dean), and
Minnie McNeil, an AEC depart-
mental director, to help develop
the nursing program. Lee says
the program has been accredit-
ed and students are now being
trained in the new facility. Their
education will be further
enhanced through Kettering’s
faculty exchange program.
—Solace Asafo and Taashi
Rowe/Adventist News Network
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Master of Pastoral
Ministry Offered

The Multilingual Ministries
department of the Columbia
Union Conference, along with
the Institute of Hispanic
Ministries at the Seventh-day
Adventist Theological Seminary
at Andrews University (Mich.),
will offer intensive classes for
pastors interested in receiving 
a Master of Pastoral Ministry. 
The classes will be conducted 
in Spanish at the Columbia
Union headquarters as follows:
August 10-14, Church
Leadership; August 17-21,
Studies in the New Testament
Exegesis; February 1-5, 2009,
Hispanic American Culture. The
union will cover tuition; stu-
dents are asked to cover travel,
lodging, and food expenses. 
For more information, email 
sgarcia@columbiaunion.net. 

School of Theology
Established

Another partnership with the
seminary is the development of
the School of Theology for
Disciples, which will offer
Spanish-speaking members the-
oretical and practical instruction
on a variety of topics. The goal
is for every believer to develop
his or her spiritual talents to
accomplish the work that the
Lord has commissioned.
Certificates are currently avail-
able in small group leadership,
Bible instruction, evangelism,
and assistant pastor. The
Potomac Conference pioneered
this program and recently held

their first graduation (below).
The program is now being
launched in the Pennsylvania
and Ohio conferences. 

Union City Hosts
Health Seminar 

Recently the Union City (Pa.)
Spanish church, hosted a health
seminar for more than 100
members and visitors. Presenter
Rubén Ramos, assistant to the
president for Multilingual
Ministries, encouraged them to
maintain a healthy physical and
spiritual lifestyle through prop-
er eating, exercise, and Bible
study (below). 

Department
Prioritizes Church
Planting

Why is church planting such
an important part of ministry?
First and foremost, it is God’s
will. From the very beginning of
this Earth’s history, God com-

manded us to “fill the earth.” It
was His plan that man would
continue planting other gardens,
until the Earth was covered. 

God’s command did not end
with the introduction of sin. To
the people of Israel and to “spir-
itual Israel” (today’s church),
God’s commission is the same.
That is, to fill the Earth with the
knowledge of His love and will,
reaching all ethnic groups and
languages and planting the
seeds of the Good News. In the
history of the early church, the
disciples went to every corner
of the world establishing
churches. That was Paul’s main
strategy of evangelism. 

Secondly, to survive as a
denomination, we must plant
new churches to replace those
that are dying or at a plateau.
The final fruit of a church is not
just new believers, but another
church that nourishes and pro-
duces new believers. Compare it
to an apple tree. The final fruit is
not just apples; it is the ability
to—through the fruit’s seed—
produce other trees that will
produce apples. The cycle con-
tinues, and, like an apple tree, a
church might eventually die, but
only after it has already pro-
duced other churches.

This leads to the third reason
for church planting: It is the most
effective way to finish God’s

News from the Multilingual
Ministries Department

work and enlarge His kingdom.  
What would be the outcome

if, in the next two years, every
district were committed to
planting another congregation?
What would happen if every
newly planted church commit-
ted to planting another in the
following two years, continu-
ing the cycle? The Lord’s return
would be hastened. 

That’s why the Multilingual
Ministries department of the
Columbia Union is joining
with the local conferences to
establish new multilingual
churches, where there present-
ly are none. Last year a church
of over 70 Hispanic members
was established where there
was previously not a single
Hispanic Adventist member.
This church—Roanoke (Va.)
Spanish (left)—has now
branched out into Lynchburg
and Martinsville, starting church
plantings there too. In 2007 over
100 new believers were bap-
tized. “The key to our success
has been hard work and a desire
to see Christ’s soon return,” says
Pastor Omar Fismed.

Multilingual Ministries is now
partnering with the Pennsylvania
Conference to plant churches in
Philadelphia and Harrisburg/
Chambersburg. Ohio
Conference’s Worthington
church will also participate by

launching plans for three new
church plants in the Columbus
metro area. 

For more information or 
to get involved, email
sgarcia@columbiaunion.net 
or call (410) 997-3414, ext. 586. 

Efforts Underway in
Virginia, Ohio, and
Pennsylvania

Members of the Richmond
Evangelistic Center in Virginia
dedicated their new facility to
the Lord last month. Some 500
people, including the officers of
the Potomac Conference, repre-
sentatives from local govern-
ment, leaders from Maranatha
Volunteers International (which
helped build the facility), and
members of area churches
attended the Sabbath celebra-
tion. Right after the September
11 tragedy, their previous facili-
ty was burned. Now that it’s
rebuilt, Pastor Liñián Olivera
and his congregation are com-
mitted to an ambitious outreach
program and want to plant four
new congregations in the
Richmond metro area. 

Following a week of reaping
meetings by Rubén Ramos, 14
people (below) were baptized
in Columbus, Ohio. Local
Hispanic leaders are embarking
on an initiative to plant three
Hispanic churches and one
Portuguese church in the
Columbus metro area during
the next three years. 

At their annual lay festival in
Strasburg, Pa., more than 250

Pennsylvania Hispanics enjoyed
seminars by guest speaker
Carlos Martin on church growth
and discipleship. Then, led by
conference Hispanic coordinator
Juan Lopez, they committed
themselves to bring 375 people
to Christ this year. 

Congregations Membership

Hispanic 111 19,072
Brazilian 8 905
Korean 11 1,536
Haitian 15 2,656
Ghanaian 7 649
Indonesian 2 282
Filipino 2 307
Hungarian 2 106
Chinese 1 128
Ethiopian 1 6

Source: Columbia Union Conference, 2008

Multilingual Churches and 
Members in the Columbia Union

Newsline
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Potluck
BETH MICHAELS

Spring, Md. “The most important
developments in science, history,
technology, and the arts came
from taking risks.”

Review Carson’s Best/Worst
Analysis method for sizing up
and accepting appropriate risks
and how to analyze life situa-
tions and the many personal
experiences he candidly shares.
We dare you to pick up a copy at
your local Adventist Book Center
(ABC) or any major bookstore. 

The Wonder of
Jesus: He Still
Touches Hearts
Roy Adams

This quarter’s Adult Bible
Study Guide
author is
Roy Adams,
associate
editor 
of the
Adventist
Review/
Adventist
World and a
member of

Potomac’s Sligo church in
Takoma Park, Md. He also wrote
the companion book, The Wonder
of Jesus: He Still Touches Hearts,
available at your ABC. “When
given a choice as to which sub-
ject I’d like to tackle, I immedi-
ately chose to write about my
best Friend,” he says. “I tried to
write about Jesus from a per-
spective that’s deeply personal.
… Socrates taught for 40 years,
Plato for 50, Aristotle for 40,
Jesus for not even four. Yet the
impact of His short ministry
infinitely exceeds that of the
combined 130 years of those
three Greek giants. His life and
ministry merit our repeated
thoughtful contemplation.” 

WholeHealth

How Many Pushups
Can You Do?

If challenged to drop to the
floor right now and do 20
pushups, could you do it?  

Truth be told, most of us
haven’t done a pushup in years.
A hectic lifestyle makes it diffi-
cult to fit in a 30-minute walk,
much less strength-training
exercises. Our ability to do
pushups is compromised further
by the steady rise in obesity
rates. Even our kids are failing

pushup tests, as discovered by
researchers in a 2001 study at
East Carolina University.

Having a strong upper body
isn’t just about looking good,
however. Strength exercises like
the pushup can prevent the loss
of muscle mass that occurs with
aging so you can continue to per-
form everyday tasks, like lifting
or carrying. Pushups can also
provide the strength needed to
reach out and break a fall (and
get back up again). 

So how many pushups 
did you do? Check out
www.exrx.net/Calculators/
PushUps.html to calculate your
score, then set a realistic goal for
yourself to increase that number.

If floor-based pushups are too
difficult, start by leaning against
a wall or countertop and pushing
yourself away. A few simple
pushups every day can make a
big difference in your lifelong
health.—Lilly Tryon, MSN, RN,
Adventist WholeHealth 
Wellness Center

Ever heard of a magabook?
These “message books” help

illuminate Christ’s message of
hope with the community and
produce money for Adventist
education. It all started in 1987
when North Pacific Union
Conference administrators were
looking for a way to support the
growing financial needs of
Adventist schools and students.
“It was suggested that we follow
the counsel of Ellen White and
have students and teachers sell
books door to door,” says K.
Dick Thomas, a veteran literature
evangelist (LE) and publishing
director, and current pastor of
Chesapeake’s Catoctin View
church in Thurmont, Md., and
Middletown Valley (Md.) church. 

The first magabook, He 
Taught Love, was created from 
12 chapters of White’s Christ’s
Object Lessons and printed by the
Review and Herald Publishing
Association. Thomas says the
venture was successful and hun-
dreds of thousands of beautifully
designed magabooks were dis-
tributed for donations of $15-$20.
This prompted church leaders to
create a series that included chil-
dren’s books, a health book, a
cookbook, and message books
from the Desire of Ages, The Great
Controversy, and Steps to Christ.

Twenty years later, the pro-
gram is in no way losing steam.
“The publishing house reports
that more message books are
being placed in the community
now then at any time in the 
history of our church,” Thomas
gladly notes. And he should
know. Not only did he help start
the program, he’s still promoting

it and using it. For two weeks
last summer, he and a group of
student LEs visited every home
in his district where they
“placed” 2,000 magabooks for
$20,000 in donations. “We also
received over 100 requests for
Bible studies in person or via cor-
respondence,” Thomas reports. 

The effort also yielded testi-
monies. One family that pur-
chased three magabooks, con-
fessed to an LE that they were
Adventist members who hadn’t
been to church in 15 years.
They’re now engaged in Bible
studies. Another Adventist fami-
ly, who also hadn’t been to
church in years, is now attending
the Middletown Valley church. 

To get your students
involved, call Dale Thomas 
at the Review and Herald
Publishing Association at 
(301) 393-4120.

What’s New?

Books >
Take the Risk
Ben Carson, MD

The world-renowned pediatric
neurosurgeon talks about a topic
he knows all too well: risk. In a

culture that promotes
insuring against risk for
everything from driving
a car to taking a vaca-
tion, Dr. Carson 
suggests that taking
daily risks is what actu-
ally ensures success.
“Anyone who refuses
to test his limits, any-
one unwilling to move
out of her comfort

zone, is destined to live life inside
the envelope,” explains this long-
time member of Chesapeake’s
Spencerville church in Silver

What You Bring to the Table

Only an
Adventist …
can make a 
connection
between the 
numbers 3, 7, 
666, 1,260, 1844, 
and 144,000.

“No risk, pay the cost. 
Know risk, reap the rewards.”
—From Take the Risk, by Ben Carson, MD

Adventist Health Study-2 Update

Conference Surveys Returned Percent of Goal

Allegheny East 2,778 67%
Allegheny West 997 54%
Chesapeake 1,425 71%
Mountain View 346 73%
New Jersey 364 35%
Ohio 1,509 77%
Pennsylvania 1,404 82%
Potomac 1,704 40%
Columbia Union Total 10,527 60%

Source: http://www.llu.edu/llu/health/progress/index.html

Keeping Score

In the Spotlight >
Dick Thomas 
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odjadji, South Africa – On the
hot, sunny Sabbath that the Ga-
Kgapane Seventh-day Adventist
Church (1) was dedicated to the
Lord, there was rejoicing in heaven

and on Earth because a dream had come true. 
The new windows, the new doors, the new light

fixtures, the cement floors, the freshly
painted pale green walls, the new bap-
tistry, the chairs laced with ribbon, and
even the new handcrafted wooden 
pulpit—still sticky with drying varnish—
echoed the people’s praises to God (2).   

They sang, they prayed, they danced,
they clapped, they cheered, they even
rang their tongues, “ululating” in the
traditional tribal way and adding to the
cacophony of praise. “La, la, la, la, la, la,
la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la,” they
shouted, “La, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la, la,
la, la, la, la, la, la. … ”

They officially opened every entrance
to the church—the gate, the front door,
the side door, the windows, the pulpit,
and the baptistry—with prayer, speeches,
and the cutting of ribbons. Though the
church had only 25 official members, it
overflowed with visitors and pastors from other
churches, conference and union officials, the city
mayor, a renowned tribal chief, and even a delega-
tion from the Rain Queen’s council (3). 

“I know that many hours, many dreams, many
resources, many prayers, and many board meet-
ings have gone into this church, and you may be
proud of this place,” said Francois Louw (4, right),
president of the Southern Africa Union. “This is an
historic moment in the history of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, as we have planted a lighthouse
in this city to the honor and glory of God.” 

ON TWO CONDITIONS
Indeed, the Ga-Kgapane church, situated on a

hillside in the Modjadji region, is a monument to the

dreams of two women, a pastor, a onetime union
president, and countless others who worked for
over 50 years to bring the gospel to the Modjadji
people of South Africa. Their stories are a testament
to the goodness of God:

“It was 1954 when my father married my
mother and brought her here,” says David

Mohosana, now of Johannesburg. “His
mother, Monica, told my mother,
Rebecca, that she must put away her
Seventh-day Adventist beliefs and
become part of her new family’s
African Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Knowing the importance of tradition
in her culture and wanting to keep the
peace, Rebecca agreed on two condi-
tions. “She asked for time to adjust to
this request and that her mother-in-law
study the Bible with her every after-
noon,” says David (5), who brought his
father, Richard, to celebrate the opening
of the new church, partly the fruits of
his mother’s (now deceased) labor. 

So every afternoon the two women
studied the Bible together until one day,
Monica, the mother-in-law, made the
decision Rebecca had prayed for: “We

will not continue going to that church because we
have found the truth of the Sabbath,” she said.
Because there was no Adventist church nearby, they
worshipped at home. 

Then Rebecca started going door to door asking
parents to send their children to her home for
evening prayer. “The parents agreed and if they
didn’t come, she’d go after them,” David recalls.
The ministry grew into a home church, attracting
parents and grandparents who also accepted the
Sabbath truth. In time they rented a school where,
led by pastors like Eric Masungwini (6), they wor-
shipped for many years, all the while dreaming of
having a real church home. One of the children
taught by Rebecca and Monica was Stephen
Maringa, elder of the Ga-Kgapane church. He well

DREAMS COME TRUE
I N AFR ICA

Celeste Ryan Blyden 
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Abroad 2008
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remembers the experience that grounded him in his
faith and agrees that the new building is a dream
come true. “The love of God that is being shown to
this church is quite marvelous and I lack ways to
express it,” he said admiring the oblong facade.
“This challenges me to fill it with people.” 

But long before this day was possible, while they
were yet praying for a church home, God heard and
started to answer their prayers through someone
they didn’t even know. Ten years ago, at
the cafeteria of the Adventist World
Headquarters in Silver Spring, Md.,
Neville Harcombe, president of the
Chesapeake Conference at the time, saw
the president of the Southern Africa
Union at the time, who told him about
the need for church buildings in
Harcombe’s native South Africa. With
the support of enthusiastic Chesapeake
members, they built two churches and
started work on the Ga-Kgapane site.
“We also bought the drum sets the
Pathfinders are using (7),” he noted,
watching them perform drills. 

As the celebration progressed,
Harcombe, now executive secretary of
the Columbia Union Conference, told
the worshippers why this day was so
special to him and his brother Doug (8), also in
attendance. “When I was a little boy, my father was
president of the Adventist Church in this region,”
he announced to the crowd’s surprise and delight.
“Now that we’ve helped complete this church, we
wanted to help fill it.”

“I HEARD THE MESSAGE”
When Dave Weigley (9), Columbia Union presi-

dent, heard about the local church leadership’s
desire to hold a meeting here, he volunteered. 

In preparation, two men (10) partnered to pave
the way, knocking on doors in the area and lead-
ing interests through Discover Bible School les-
sons. Freddy Hlungwani, a retired highway work-
er, has been doing evangelism for 50 years. His
white hair and beard cannot mask the warm, spir-
itual glow that exudes from his chocolate brown
skin. “Now that I’m retired, I go wherever the con-
ference needs me,” he said. His partner and pro-
tégé, Lethabo Rapitsi, a senior theology major at
the Adventist-owned Helderberg College, dis-
plays equal passion for ministry. “I know I’m

called to seek and save those who are lost,” he said. 
Weigley also wants to seek and save the lost. For

nine nights, with a PowerPoint presentation and a
translator—Bernard Molopa, conference steward-
ship director—he shared messages of hope that
spilled out the doors and windows of the new
church and into the community. From the youngest
to the oldest, the people came—by bus, by car, by
foot—to hear a word from the Lord.    

On Sabbath they could not wait to
be baptized. Late in the afternoon,
when the dedications, the ribbon-cut-
tings, the lunch cooked in large kettles
over outdoor fires, and the speeches
were all finished, they were baptized—
67 in all. 

“I heard the message by Pastor Dave
that taught me about the Sabbath and
baptism,” said 18-year-old Johannes
Sathekge (11) who loves music and
wants to be a social worker. “He
brought powerful words here.”

After Sathekge and dozens of others
had been baptized, another young man
rose from his seat and repeatedly
motioned to himself and then the bap-
tistry. Though the church and the adjoin-
ing tent were packed with onlookers,

and dozens more watched through the open win-
dows, he managed to get a seat in the sanctuary on
the second row. When the elder, Stephen Maringa,
realized what this hearing-impaired visitor was say-
ing, he escorted him to the baptistry. Though he
could not join the shouts, singing, or ululating that
accompanied his rebirth, he beamed with joy upon
receiving new life in Christ (12). He later explained
that he’d had a dream where he saw a messenger
who showed colorful pictures. When he came to the
meetings, he realized this was the scene from his
dream and returned every night. 

“My heart has been blessed by being in Africa
with you,” Weigley told the crowd. “This building
is on a hill so it can shine throughout the commu-
nity. But after the presidents, the guests, and all of
us have left, the light will continue to shine through
you—the members.” 

And for Monica (now aged 100), the members,
the pastors, the conference and union leaders, the
visitors and special guests, the newly baptized
believers, and the heavenly host in attendance,
that’s a dream come true.
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warsloop, South Africa – “What
do you need to further your min-
istry here?” asked Columbia Union
Conference president Dave Weigley

upon arriving in Dwarsloop to visit
Paul and Martha Mawela. 

“We need a van to transport our caregivers who
walk long distances, the orphan children we feed, the
sick, and the elderly who need to go to the hospital,”
came the answer from the man known as “Mawela.”

“These are the keys to your new van,” said
Weigley, handing Mawela the keys and motioning
to the brand-new, 14-passenger, white Toyota van
with rainbow stripes (1). 

Gasps accompanied by looks of disbelief moved
through the small group of workers who gathered
to greet Weigley and his team from the Columbia
Union. Soon disbelief turned to shouts of joy, joy to
tears of gladness, and tears to singing as the
Mawelas and their staff piled into the vehicle and
headed down the bumpy dirt road outside the
newest of their two community centers (2). 

They returned a few minutes later, still singing
praises to God in the Shangaan (aka Tsongan) lan-
guage of their people. “It tells those who are look-
ing that they will find, and those who are knocking,
that the door will be opened,” explained Martha
between smiles. 

“This van is going to be used to advance the
kingdom of Jesus in this community,” announced
her husband, still trying to contain his emotion. 

Those who know the Mawelas’ burden under-
stand their emotion and near speechless joy (3). 

RETIRED TO MINISTRY
Some 44 years after they entered the gospel min-

istry, this South African couple found their calling.

“The name Nhlengelo (pronounced N-shen-gel-o)
means we’re working together against a common
enemy—malaria, HIV/AIDS, TB, and poverty,” says
Martha. “We have a lot of poverty around us as 92
percent of our people are unemployed.”  

Now they and their people—from the Shangaan
tribe of the Mpulanga Province—are fighting back
with food, education, care, love, and unity. 

Every day, through the Nhlengelo Community
Home Based Care, they feed 769 orphan children
from 12 villages who otherwise would starve. Every
day, their 42 caregivers visit the homes of sick people
(360 a month) to bathe them, dress their wounds,
and make sure they’re taking medicine. And every
day, at their new facility, the Khomelela Community
Center, they work to help the sick who are often
rejected and the elderly who are often neglected. 

It all started shortly before his 2004 retirement
when Mawela—a pastor, administrator, evangel-
ist, and president of three conferences—and his
wife, a teacher and literature evangelist, settled in
this region and noticed an alarming trend.

“Children were starving in the neighborhood,
and there were many deaths,” recalls Martha. 

“Every week we’d bury two to three people who

left children with grannys,” says her husband.
“This struck a chord with me because I grew up as
an orphan. My father died when I was 15, and I had
to abandon school and go looking for employment
to sustain my mother and younger brother. So,
when I saw these children suffering, I knew some-
thing must be done.”

They started sharing meals with one family,
then two. “Soon our budget couldn’t carry all the
people we were feeding,” he says. A meeting with
government officials encouraged them to find a
way to help the growing number of orphans and
sick people in the region. Then their neighbor
took Mawela to meet Ezekiel Mashaba, pastor of
the local Apostolic Faith Mission. “He introduced
my husband to other pastors in the area who
agreed to start an interdenominational program,”
says Martha, who serves as project manager of
the Nhlengelo center, which opened in 2001.    

Purchased with a corporate donation, this
three-building complex houses a kitchen, an
office, and a lapa (a small pavilion) where children
aged 5-17 gather after school each day to eat, do
homework, and get the attention of caring adults. 

They also offer educational classes about
HIV/AIDS and other diseases, seek grants for the
center, and keep careful records so the children will
qualify for foster care and childcare grants. The gov-
ernment provides money for the lunch program,
which on this day includes soft white porridge,
fried chicken, bean soup, cooked cabbage, and juice. 

THE CARING CHURCH
A few miles from the orphan program, at their

church, which houses the new adult center,
Mawela and his staff are still trying to comprehend
their surprise visit and the much-needed gift. 

“I think where it says in the Bible that elders
will have dreams is coming true, because Pastor
Mawela’s dream was to provide transport and
care for the sick and elderly,” says Constance
Mkhari, a local church member and treasurer of
the new center.   

“We are very thankful for the Adventist Church
and the government for helping us,” added Pastor
Mashaba. “This project is prospering because you
are giving so much.” 

Both programs are growing, “but so are the
needs,” said Neville Harcombe, Columbia Union
executive secretary, who developed a relationship
with the Mawelas when he was president of the
Chesapeake Conference.

Mawela agreed. “We need medical equipment so
we can weigh them, take their blood pressure, meas-
ure glucose, and,” he hesitated, “you’ve done so
much already that I’m afraid to ask for more.”

“Make a list,” said Weigley encouraging him.
“We’ll see if we can’t get you some of these things.” 

Mawela’s greater burden then became evident;
he’s learned so much from this experience that he
wants others to catch the vision. “In 44 years in
the ministry, we didn’t learn what we now
know,” he confessed. “I’ve discovered that when
you meet the needs of the people, they’re willing
to listen. For example, if you ask for the Seventh-
day Adventist church here, the people don’t
know what you’re talking about. You must say,
‘We want to go to the caring church,’ and then
they’ll point you [in our direction],” he said.
“Why is my church not doing more of this kind of
service? If we want the kingdom of God to come,
maybe we should do something about it.” 

Indeed, with two community centers, 45 baptisms,
and a growing church, they’re well on their way. 
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On my trip to South Africa I met a lot of wonderful
people. But one in particular stayed in my heart. Here’s
a blog entry about my experience with her: 

H
er name was Rirhandzu, and today
when we visited the Mawelas’ 
program, this tall, skinny teenager—
dressed from head to toe in a match-
ing blue sweater, skirt, and socks—

came for lunch and agreed to show us her home. 
Rirhandzu lives down a long dirt path (1) within

walking distance of Nhlengelo Home Based Care,
and it has become a raven in the desert of her life.
Without them,” she says, “I would not live.” 

It’s hard to believe that this region, less than a
day’s journey from the sprawling city of
Johannesburg, is rife with people suffering and
dying from malaria, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, dia-
betes, and hunger.

It’s also hard to believe that there’s a little girl
who washes herself and her clothes in the river
down the bushy embankment from her house
(2). There appeared to be electricity, but there
was no running water, bathroom, air condition-
ing, television, or lamps. To cook anything she
has to gather wood and build a fire in the adja-
cent dirt-floor kitchen (3).

But cooking is the least of her problems—because
she has no food. In her house there are no cabinets
or pantries with crackers, soup, bottled water, or
other staples. Five or six bowls, pots, pans, and a
huge kettle sat unused on the cement floor as mon-
uments to days gone by when her three-room cin-
derblock house was filled with parents, structure,
love, and laughter—the meaning of her name. 

On the other side of the room, her equally tall
13-year-old brother, Themba, barely filling his
torn, sky blue dress shirt and gray pants, leaned
against a small white refrigerator turned on its
side. “That’s where we store our dishes,”
Rirhandzu told me. I looked inside and spotted

two or three plastic plates, a pastel-colored plastic
cup, and a cutting knife. There was another knife
on the small white table where we sat to talk.
Surrounded by four white plastic chairs, it was
dusty, and when I leaned on it, I realized it was
broken and the legs were wobbling. 

Themba, whose name means “believer”
(seems everyone in South Africa can tell you
what their name means), didn’t smile often, but
brightened when asked if he has a favorite soc-
cer team. “The Pirates,” he answered through
giggles. He has their posters on the back of the
door to the bedroom he shares with his sister.
Their room featured a queen-sized bed; a large
bay window draped with a sheet; a steel clothing
rod with four or five wire hangers, which held
the extent of their collective wardrobe; and a
wooden shelf holding a few toiletries (4). The
only other room in the house belonged to their
17-year-old brother, who was not home. 

When I asked Rirhandzu for her parents, her
eyes dropped to the table. “They passed down
away,” she said. They died in 2003 when she was
9 and Themba was 8; but she said she didn’t know
why. It could have been malaria, the most com-
mon cause of death in this region, or tuberculosis.
But most likely, it was AIDS, which is ravaging 
the continent and causing a strange, but all-too-
common phenomenon—child-headed households. 

Martha Mawela, from Nhlengelo, told me that
90 of the 769 orphaned children they help come
from child-headed households. She and her staff
of 42 visit these homes to look after the children
and feed them when they come to the center.

I gave her a bag of things for the children: col-
ored pencils, coloring books, cartoon-character
erasers, small bottles of scented bubbles, a
pullover, and two black backpacks. Since there
were hundreds of kids, and I could only squeeze a

few dozen items into my suitcase, they would
have to share. But when we left to go to
Rirhandzu’s home, I grabbed the backpacks and
one grape-scented bottle of bubbles. 

“It is lotion?” she smiled excitedly. “I want
lotion.” 

I flashed back to my life—some 14 hours away
by plane. It was filled with lotion—at my desk, in
my car, in my purse, and even in my gym bag.
Lotion was everywhere in my life because the last
thing I want to be is “ashy.” But here I was in
Dwarsloop, South Africa, in the cool, dark kitchen
of a cinderblock house, a half-mile down a dirt
path with a 14-year-old girl who lost both her par-
ents to AIDS, who goes to school without break-
fast and goes to bed hungry, washes her clothes
and her body in the river, has no bathroom and no
running water, and has holes in her socks. 

And I brought bubbles. 
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More Than Just a Paycheck
Fifteen years ago, a tall man walked into the

Potomac ABC. He introduced himself to the book
department buyer, Paul Glenn, and said his name
was Johnny Johnson. 

“I’ve checked out your store,” he said, “and I’d
like to place my book here.” Glenn soon learned
that Johnson was the assistant secretary of the
United States Navy. He had written an autobiog-
raphy titled Beyond Defeat. Glenn took the book
home, read it, and found it to be an inspiring life
story. Soon the Potomac ABC was selling it and
hosting book signings for its author. 

Glenn invited Johnson to share his story with
the store’s staff at worship, and soon after that,
with his Triadelphia church Sabbath School class
in Clarksville, Md. A friendship developed and, in
time, Johnson and his wife, Juanita, joined the
Adventist Church. His book was reprinted, this
time by Pacific Press Publishing Association
(Idaho). Today Johnson runs a training program
for unemployed fathers in Washington, D.C. As
for Paul Glenn’s role in the story, Johnson says,
“Paul didn’t tell me what Adventists are like; he
showed me what Adventists are like.”

Adventist Book Centers have many employees
like Paul Glenn. They consider their work much
more than a job. And they get much more from it
than a paycheck. Many have stories of their own.
Take Herb Shiroma, manager of the New Jersey
ABC. His family converted from Buddhism when

he was a small boy—because of Adventist books.
“The ministry of the written word touched my life
personally,” he says. “When I share our books
with others, I do it with confidence. I know they
change lives; I’ve seen it happen.”

Or take Jay Cole, manager of the
Pennsylvania ABC. “I think my spiritual gift is
helping people,” he
says. God knew this
before Cole did.
Clyde Kinder, then
manager of the
Potomac ABC, hired
him—barely out of
Columbia Union
College. An
accounting major,
Cole was working
in Washington,
D.C., and saw his
career heading in
the direction of gov-
ernment service.
But Kinder (and
God) had other
plans. Now Cole’s
vision for the
Pennsylvania ABC
is to help church
members and non-
members find the

W ill you pray with me?” The soft-spoken
woman had been waiting a long time
for the opportunity to speak to Ben

Carson, MD, who was signing books in an
Adventist Book Center (ABC). When it was her
turn to meet him, she made her hesitant request.
And even though there were at least 300 people in
line behind her, Dr. Carson put down his pen,
bowed his head, and quietly said a prayer.

Incidents like this happen frequently in
Adventist Book Centers. Unlike other retail stores,
they are unique places of ministry, places where
the Holy Spirit works. 

The ministry of Adventist Book Centers is
nearly as old as the Seventh-day Adventist
Church itself. Most Adventists know something
about the beginnings of our publishing work,
but few are aware that organizing a “tract society”

was a vital part of
the establishment 
of each conference.
The Virginia Tract
Society—the 
forerunner of the
Potomac ABC—
was established in
Richmond in 1894,
and had evolved
into a bookstore by
1904. The Pennsylvania Tract Society was also
actively distributing witnessing materials to
members in 1904—this at a time when the con-
ference had only 800 members. ABCs are the
direct descendants of those early ministries. And
more than a century later, they still provide a
vital ministry for the Adventist Church. 
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Current manager Maurine Wahlen and her staff
continue that tradition, drawing large crowds for
book signings and performances by Christian
musicians. In addition, they reach out to the com-
munity using radio, print advertising, and the
Internet. “Our vision,” she says, “is not just to sell
books, food, or anything else, but to engage in
ministry.” Wahlen, a certified public accountant,
knows whereof she speaks. The daughter of mis-
sionaries and a former missionary herself, she
gave her first Bible studies as a high school stu-
dent in Singapore, after going door to door to
invite people to attend. 

Together in Ministry
Though spread across the mid-Atlantic, the

Columbia Union ABCs work together in ministry.
In addition to serving their walk-in customers, pro-
viding bookmobile service, and supporting confer-
ence events such as camp meetings, they handle
countless mail, phone, and Internet orders through
www.adventistbookcenter.com, which is shared by
the 50 or so ABCs in North America. It’s evident
that just as in the days when our denomination

was in its infancy, Adventist Book Centers still
form a vital part of the church’s mission. 

Retired after many years in the publishing ministry,
Susan Phelps Harvey and her husband, Rhea, now divide
their time between Hagerstown, Md., and Seattle, Wash.,
and are members of the Sligo church in Takoma Park, Md.

right materials for their spiritual growth and
witnessing needs. 

Cole is especially excited about his store’s new
bookmobile. Bookmobiles are a unique part of the
ministry of many ABCs. Pennsylvania’s bookmo-
bile, for instance, makes more than 50 stops dur-
ing the 12 weeks of its annual spring run, taking
vegetarian foods, books, and other materials to
shoppers in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Allegheny East churches. 

A sense of urgency about sharing the gospel is
what drives Aggie de Castro, the Adventist Book
Center manager in Ohio. The store in Mt. Vernon
has just been remodeled. Because it’s located adja-
cent to the Knox County Fairgrounds, they often
participate in community events that are held
there. “We want to place soul-winning literature in
people’s hands,” says de Castro. “We say to our
members, ‘Let us know what your witnessing

needs are,’” he adds. “No matter your budget, we
have something you can afford.”

Among its many activities, the Allegheny East
ABC, managed by Joan Cummings, supports the
conference’s annual fitness camp in a big way. It
supplies the campers—most of whom are not
Adventists and are striving to adopt healthier
lifestyles—with health-oriented reading materials,
vegetarian cookbooks, and meat alternatives to set
them on the path to a new lifestyle. 

Potomac ABC has a long-standing reputation
for being on the cutting edge. Back in the 1960s,
the conference made a decision that has guided its
store’s path ever since—to become a full-service,
community-focused Christian bookstore devoted
to promoting better living through food, literature,
and music. Clyde Kinder, and Lois Butler before
him, led the way, choosing the product line,
extending store hours, and running the store so
that it would be a light in the community while
still supporting the needs of church members. 

“I looked up from my desk one day,” Kinder
remembers, “and saw a Muslim, a Catholic priest,
and a rabbi all shopping in the store at the same
time. I knew then that we were meeting our mis-
sion.” During his long tenure, the store sponsored
frequent special events, children’s story time, and
book signings, hosting a wide range of authors
and artists such as Rosa Parks, Sandi Patti, Tipper
Gore, and the provost of the National Cathedral.

Columbia Union ABCs
Ohio Adventist Book Center
3 Fairgrounds Road
Mount Vernon, OH 43050
(740) 397-4675 or (800) 643-5714
mtvernon.abc@pacificpress.com

New Jersey Adventist Book Center
2160 Brunswick Avenue
Trenton, NJ 08648
(609) 392-8010 or (800) 765-6955
herbz2@comcast.net

Pennsylvania Adventist Book Center
2359 Mountain Road
Hamburg, PA 19526
(610) 562-5156 or (800) 832-2665
pa.abc@pacificpress.com

Potomac Book and Health Food Store
12004 Cherry Hill Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904
(301) 572-0700 or (800) 325-8492
orders@potomacabc.com

Highland View Academy Book Center
10100 Academy Drive
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
(301) 739-8480 x231 or (877) 482-7467
highlandviewabc@hotmail.com

Allegheny East Adventist Book Center
Pine Forge Road
Pine Forge, PA 19548
(610) 326-4610, Ext. 216
jcummings@myalleghenyeast.com 

How can you help ABCs

fulfill their mission?

• Introduce new members to the

ABC and its services.

• Link your church website to

www.adventistbookcenter.com.

• Provide feedback—tell them what you

and your church need.

• Let them know when you have special

events in your church.

• Keep them in your prayers.

“Paul didn’t tell me 
what Adventists are like; 

he showed me what
Adventists are like,” says

Johnny Johnson (right) about
the man who befriended him
at an Adventist Book Center.

The Ohio Adventist Book Center



Haystacks, FriChik, and Stripples
How Adventists’ Rejection of Bacon-n-Eggs Launched–and Still Feeds–a Billion Dollar Industry

eventh-day Adventists have our own vernacular where food is concerned. Haystacks, FriChik,
and Stripples mean nothing to the average person, but to an Adventist those words mean lunch.

Case in point. Every year during Potomac Conference Camp Meeting, my mother would
drag me to the improvised Adventist Book Center (ABC) on the campus of Shenandoah
Valley Academy (SVA) in New Market, Va., to stock up on products that she’d otherwise
have to drive hours to get in Maryland. 

“Do we really need all this?” I’d ask, looking skeptically at the rolls and rolls of frozen
Smoked Turkey, Wham, and Chic-ketts. I was always more interested in their sweet sesame
sticks or the raspberry licorice with the panda illustration on the front.

“How am I supposed to cook without this?” she’d reply rhetorically, putting an end to my
questions. How indeed? Breakfast without Stripples and Sabbath dinner without FriChik was
almost unimaginable.
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Adventists and Veggie Meat—The Beginning
Adventists began our lengthy, tasty, and prof-

itable relationship with the meat-replacement food
product industry about a century ago. In an era
where bacon-n-eggs were
the breakfast du jour, a
few individuals thought
differently. One of them
was John Harvey
Kellogg, MD (right), the
arguable founder of “veg-
gie meat.” Kellogg was
physician-in-chief of the
Battle Creek Sanitarium
(Mich.), Adventist-affiliat-
ed during the first portion of his leadership.
Kellogg purported a healthy lifestyle and prac-
ticed what he preached, living to age 91. In 1896

he developed
America’s first
meat analog
product. 

Despite a 
rift occurring
between Kellogg
and the Seventh-
day Adventist
Church in 1907,
his influence on
other entrepre-
neurial Adventist
food producers

remained. Some other major Adventist contribu-
tors to the “veggie meat revolution” include
Harry Miller, MD (who invented the beloved Veja
Links and is known by some Adventists as “the
China doctor”), and George T. Harding III, MD,
who in 1939 founded Special Foods, which later
became Worthington Foods, Inc. 

The Adventist Church, during Kellogg, Miller,
and Harding’s time, prescribed largely a strict
dietary plan, nearly unheard of at the time. This
plan—emphasized by Kellogg at the Battle Creek
Sanitarium and by Adventist co-founder Ellen G.
White in multiple works—prohibited consump-
tion of pork, ham, shellfish, caffeine, and tobacco
and suggested limited consumption of meat,
spices, cheese, eggs, and milk. Some of these
guidelines were based on biblical interpretation
(pork and shellfish), some on health beliefs 

(caffeine and tobacco), and others on health ben-
efits (like those seen in Adventist hospitals that
served vegetarian menus). 

Due to the uncertainty about the ease of cook-
ing on such a strict diet, the way was paved for
industries specializing in food production to
serve the growing number of people adhering to
the Adventist diet. 

A Vege-Dog is Born
Though they’ve fluctuated greatly during the

last century, Adventist-owned brands have a
wide following among consumers. Some older-
generation Adventists may recall NESPAK foods
out of the New England Sanitarium; meat
analogs named Nuttose and Protose out of the
Washington Sanitarium (now Washington
Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park, Md.);
Hillcrest Health Products; and Millstone Foods. 

Another Adventist-owned brand—Cedar Lake
Foods—which grew out of Cedar Lake Academy in
Michigan, was sold to Adventist-owned Country
Life Natural Foods in the early
1980s. Cedar Lake offers meat
replacement products such as
Quik-Burger, Vegi-Franks, and
Breakfast Sausage. They also
make numerous frozen prod-
ucts, such as Tofu Franks 
and Vege-Dogs. 

The most widely known
Adventist-owned food produc-
er, however, is Worthington
Foods, Inc., which has owned the Loma Linda brand
of health food since 1990. Worthington Foods also
owns Morningstar Farms, which has far greater distri-
bution than any of its other brands. During the 1990s,

Morningstar
Farms won several
prestigious 
contracts with
major fast food
companies (i.e.,
Burger King and
Subway). In 1999
it was sold to the
Kellogg Company,
John Harvey
Kellogg’s legacy. 

Mary Barber, a well-known 
dietician, worked in the Kellogg’s
Research Kitchen in 1935.

Employees at the Worthington
Food Factory in 1960.

S
Jaclyn Wile
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Census estimated
there to be a total
of 5.7 million

American vegetari-
ans; compare that to a

1943 Gallup Poll in which only 2.5 
million Americans were vegetarian. 

All these vegetarian consumers are translating
into hard profits for the veggie meat industry. Of
Kellogg Company’s $11 billion profit in 2007, $500
million came from the sale of frozen foods.
Morningstar Farms is now considered one of the
“big three” frozen retail brands under Kellogg and
claims a huge 67.9 percent dollar share. 

But, with large corporate ownership, there’s
always a new marketing focus to be considered.
“[Morningstar Farms] is not simply about meat
substitutes anymore,” said Jim Poppens, Kellogg’s
vice president of Marketing, by phone. “It’s about
the positives and presence of vegetables.” 

This new outlook has
resulted in the discontinua-

tion of many Adventist kitchen sta-
ples. According to the Potomac Book & Health

Food Store, items such as Morningstar Farms Tuno
and Worthington’s Numete and Sloppy Joe have
been discontinued. The total list on display at the
store recently is quite lengthy. “We don’t know
why [these products] were discontinued. Some of
them were kind of the favorites,” said Potomac
employee Gabriel Merrill. “[Loma Linda’s]
Nuteena and Sandwich Spread [come to mind].”

With these discontinuations comes the promise
of new and better products, but Merrill pointed
out that the newest items in the store were manu-
factured by Cedar Lake Foods, a much smaller
entity than those owned by Kellogg. “In general,
our strategy with our Worthington Foods/
Morningstar Farms range of products is to offer
the great tasting products that consumers desire,”
said Kellogg’s vice president for Research and
Development, Ron McDermott, PhD—an
Adventist—“and we will continue to introduce
new products that provide great taste, nutrition,
and convenience for our consumers.” For example, 
McDermott explains that during his eight years at 

“At the time of the sale, Morningstar Farms
was the fastest growing brand in the frozen sec-
tion of U.S. supermarkets and had a 47 percent
market share in the meat substitute category,”
says Dale Twomley, PhD, former president and
CEO of Worthington Foods and current principal
of SVA. He led Worthington for 17 years and
was instrumental in the negotiation and sale,
which he says was initiated by Kellogg. 

Are We Still Eating Veggie Meat? 
The Adventist Health Study-2, currently being

analyzed, suggests that nearly 32 percent of the
96,700 members surveyed are still practicing lacto-
ovo vegetarians (meaning they abstain from meat,
but ingest dairy). This number is higher than the
last Adventist Health Study (1976-1988) in which
only 29 percent of those surveyed were vegetari-
an. In addition, unconfirmed percentages suggest
60 percent of Adventists follow a strict or casual
vegetarian diet, in which some include the con-
sumption of fish and white meat. 

Some vegetarians say they worry about con-
suming too many processed foods and about the
concentrations of sodium in meat analogs. But for
many—my mother included—they provide an
indispensable centerpiece for meals, especially at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

There’s also tradition, which is inherently
Adventist. Worthington describes its customer as
“frequently second- and third-generation con-
sumers” who are loyal to Worthington and Loma
Linda brands. “Longtime vegetarians still have
fond memories of Worthington, because there was
a time—perhaps 10 or 15 years ago—that it was the
only thing available,” said a spokesperson for The
Vegetarian Resource Group based in Baltimore. 

In 1996 Worthington’s most popular items sold
to the Seventh-day Adventist market were
FriChik, Veja-Links, and Chili. A more recent “Top
10 Vegetarian Meat Substitutes” list includes
Morningstar’s Tomato & Basil Pizza Burgers and
Worthington’s Vegetable Skallops. 

In addition, it’s easy to access veggie meat. Most
supermarkets in metropolitan areas carry some
Morningstar products in their freezer case. And, of
course, the ultimate source to purchase a wide-
range of veggie meat is Adventist Book Centers. The

Potomac Book & Health Food Store in Silver Spring,
Md., features an entire section devoted to health
food with over 200 meat-replacement products. 

“Some of our best-selling products are Loma
Linda’s Big Franks and Worthington’s FriChik,”
said Diane Douglas, one of the store’s food depart-
ment directors. “There’s a wide range of people
buying meat replacement products. Younger peo-
ple in their 20s to older individuals near retire-
ment age—everyone.” 

Many Adventists purchase it by the case and
stock up during camp meeting and holiday sales.
And large Adventist institutions—from academies
to the Adventist World Headquarters—buy in bulk. 

Though many Adventist hospitals have stopped
serving vegetarian-only fare, all North American
Adventist colleges still feature wholly vegetarian
menus. “I prefer being vegetarian because I can’t
get past the thought of eating the flesh of a once-
living being. I am also uneasy with the high proba-
bility of obtaining health problems from the con-
sumption of real meat,” said Michael Martell, a
senior public relations major at Columbia Union
College (CUC) in Takoma Park, Md.

The Future of Meat Analogs
While health, convenience, tradition, and a rich

history of Adventist-affiliated food production
keeps many Adventists using meat replacement
products, the market is rapidly transcending our
culture. The corporate ownership of once-small food
production businesses signals healthy business 
margins and more options for an ever-growing 
percentage of vegetarians in North America.

“Adventist or not, the new trend is to eat
healthy, starting from a young age,” notes Stephen
Abrams, a senior public relations major at CUC.
“Who would have ever guessed that college-aged
young people would enjoy shopping at Whole
Foods and Trader Joes?”

Vegetarianism, taking off among young people
especially, is becoming more and more popular as
problems with meat consumption become widely
known. In 2000, 10 percent of 18- to 29-year-olds
said they “never eat meat.” According to polls
done by The Vegetarian Resource Group, the
number of vegetarians in the United States has
doubled since 1994. In addition, the 2000 U.S. 
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Kellogg, the company has gone from five
Morningstar freezer products to more than 40,
including their Morningstar Organics line. “In
addition, we created a whole new category of
‘veggie’ style products—such as our Morningstar
Farms Spicy Black Bean Burgers—that are made
from vegetables, not designed to mimic meat, but
are just great-tasting vegetarian products for con-
sumers,” he noted. He promised that Kellogg
would continue to expand its range of offerings,
“with new flavors, new forms, and expanded
vegan options.”

It only takes a cursory glance into the freezers
to see that the veggie meat offerings are changing.
Instead of singular meat substitute items like
FriChik, patrons can pick up lasagnas, breakfast
burritos, and other ready-made meals from a vari-
ety of companies. In addition, competition is

growing with the dawn of Vibrant Life, Boca,
Yves, and other brands. 

As long as there is a vibrant Adventist con-
sumer market for old favorites, and a curiosity
about new ones, it doesn’t seem as though the
Worthington, Cedar Lake, or Loma Linda brands
will go away completely. That’s not to say, howev-
er, that there aren’t a significant number of people
who will miss their favorite stand-bys. “I can’t
believe they discontinued [Worthington Food’s]
Numete!” exclaimed shopper Brandon Day, a
member of Chesapeake’s Spencerville church in
Silver Spring, Md., and a lifelong Adventist vege-
tarian. “I loved that stuff.” 

Jaclyn Wile, a senior public relations major at CUC,
loves Worthington Scallops coated with Cajun seasoning
and grilled on the stove with a little bit of olive oil.

AApprriiccoott GGllaazzeedd CChhiicc--kkeettttss
Ingredients:
1 roll of Worthington Chic-ketts 
2 cups Kellogg’s Cornflake Crumbs
18 oz jar of apricot preserves or jam
16 oz bottle of Kraft Thousand Island Dressing
3 dashes of Goya seasoning (optional)
2 beaten eggs or substitute eggs (optional)
cooking oil
9 x 12 Pyrex or glass dish

Preheat oven to 350 degrees and heat cooking oil in deep frying pan 
or wok. Rip thawed Chic-ketts roll into pieces. In a separate bowl,
beat two eggs, pour over meat, and sprinkle on Goya seasoning. Coat
the meat with cornflake crumbs, brown in about 90 seconds, and drain
excess grease on paper towel. 
Spoon preserves into a baking dish or separate bowl. Pour salad dressing
into the preserves and mix. Do not heat to dissolve mixture! Fold deep-
fried meat into the mixture until every piece is covered. Bake for 30 minutes. 

Frank J. Perez

T wenty-first century healthcare is complex! How many facets to healthcare delivery must we consider?
There’s technology, research, political pressures, regulations, billing, employee care, recruiting,
finance, and much more. The list goes on and may be boring to some. However, as a healthcare

professional, I know personally what it means to feel a sense of wonder at how intensely complicated
healthcare has become. 

FOCUSED ON GOD’S MISSION
When I feel the pressures of the healthcare environment, 

it’s not with a sense of discouragement or a feeling of being
overwhelmed. Instead, I am thrilled to know that God is working
through His church and healthcare organizations to touch 
people’s lives in a most powerful way. It is His mission.

Mission service is not only a location, but a state of mind—
an attitude of sincere love put into action. That’s why Kettering
Adventist HealthCare demonstrates a deep and active commit-
ment to our local communities. We continue to expand our reach
into the lives of people in the Miami Valley of Southwest Ohio.
We see this in our recent collaboration with the U.S. Air Force,
Siemens International, and other partners in a fatigue research
initiative. There’s also the appointment of Thomas Hardy, DO,
vice president of Medical Affairs at our Grandview Medical
Center, to a government taskforce that serves Medicare patients
(see stories, p. 26). 

Mission also drives us to provide the highest quality of care
for our patients. Our hospitals continue to distinguish them-
selves by winning multiple and consecutive awards for patient outcomes, technological development, and
overall quality (see story, p. 26). What do these awards mean to you and to our church family? The answer
lies in every area of our organization. In all departments, we strive to reflect a sense of mission expressed
through excellent care that is a physical manifestation of God’s love.

Our drive for excellence and compassion in mission goes far beyond the borders
of Ohio and even the United States. In recent months we have been honored to
celebrate the dedication of a much-needed hospital in Haryana, India (see next
page), and the opening of the first private Allied Health Education Center in Ghana,
Africa (see story, p. 5).

As you read this edition of Your Healing Ministry, plans are being laid for
expanded outreach to our local communities, and foreign mission opportunities
are being developed. Please join us in supporting these endeavors with your
prayers! God bless you. 

Frank J. Perez is CEO of Kettering Adventist HealthCare, located in Kettering, Ohio.

Mission service 
is not only a 
location, but a
state of mind—
an attitude of 
sincere love put
into action.

Twelve years ago when Jeanette Jump became special events coordinator at the Adventist World
Headquarters in Silver Spring, Md., she introduced a tasty dish that quickly became an employee favorite.

“Cheryl Merrill, a friend in New England, gave her mother’s coveted recipe to me on the promise that I would not
share it,” says Jump, a member of Potomac Conference’s Beltsville church. “You’re going to get me in trouble!”
Since the recipe has already made the rounds on email, we think it’s time everyone knew who should 
get the credit for this delicious creation. So thank you, Cheryl Merrill’s mom! 



Joyous Celebration Marks
Hospital Opening in India
Kathryn Stiles

Recently community members flocked to a joyful
celebration and dedication that marked the
opening of the Sukhdev Raj Soin Hospital in

Haryana, India. The beautiful, full-service medical cen-
ter was the result of a collaboration between Soin
Foundation USA and Kettering Adventist HealthCare. It
will serve a population desperately in need of health-
care in the village of Banchari, located in Hodal,
Haryana, India, in the southern region. 

Raj Soin and his wife, Indu, created Soin
Foundation USA for the purpose of supporting philan-
thropic causes in areas of education, healthcare, and
the arts. In 2000 Wright State University in Dayton,
Ohio, renamed its business college The Raj Soin
College of Business to recognize his contributions to
them and the community. The school has been recog-
nized by Business News magazine as one of the best
business training centers in the United States. 

The Soins also dreamed of building a hospital in
honor of Raj’s father, the late Sukhdev Raj Soin, in their
family’s village in India. That noble dream was realized
at the opening of the hospital. The Soins funded the

hospital construction and operations while KAHC pro-
vided professional consultation and medical equip-
ment. It is the only medical facility in a 10-mile radius
and will support a community of 2.3 million people.

Raj Soin is a member of the Kettering Health Network
Board of Directors. His son, Vassal Soin, is an executive
in business, and his other son, Amol Soin, MD, is a
Kettering Medical Center pain medicine specialist. 

Musicians in celebratory dress add to the joyous atmosphere of the opening ceremony.

Family Mission Project: Business executive Vassal
Soin and Kettering Medical Center pain medicine spe-
cialist Amol Soin, MD—grandsons of the late Sukhdev
Raj Soin (pictured on banner)—stand with their father,
Raj Soin, who built the hospital to honor his father. 

Members of the community performed music and cul-
tural dances to express their respect and appreciation
for the Soins’ generous gift. 

Left to right: Columbia Union Conference president
Dave Weigley joined Raj Soin, hospital administrator 
B. Jeyakumar, and Kettering Adventist HealthCare 
CEO Frank Perez, to celebrate the hospital opening.

This much-needed, modern, medical facility will 
serve a community of 2.3 million people.

The dedication ceremony was filled to capacity with
grateful members of the community, church leaders,
and healthcare professionals.



Grandview Vice President to Serve on
Governor’s Committee 

Thomas Hardy, DO, vice president of Medical
Affairs at Kettering
Adventist HealthCare’s
Grandview Medical Center,
has been appointed by Gov.
Ted Strickland to serve on
the Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services’
(ODJFS) Medical Care
Advisory Committee. This

group is responsible for developing and refining
Ohio’s Medicaid program. 

Dr. Hardy, selected from 80 applicants to serve
a three-year term, is actively engaged in caring for
Medicaid patients at the Victor J. Cassano Health
Center and brings that unique perspective to the
committee. The committee advises ODJFS regard-
ing policy development, program administration,
and financing decisions for Ohio’s Medicaid pro-
gram and other publicly funded healthcare 
programs administered by ODJFS. 

New Facility Provides Services 
in the Suburbs

Nationwide healthcare trends show growth in the
suburbs with patients and physicians seeking con-
venient locations and easier access to services.
Kettering Adventist HealthCare is responding with

expansion
into suburban
areas. A
prime exam-
ple of this
quest for
improved
customer
service is 
last month’s
opening of

the 75,000 sq. ft. Sugarcreek Health Center in
Sugarcreek Township, Ohio, near Kettering. 

Several specialty and family practice physician
groups including obstetrics, sports medicine, physical
medicine, and EMG physician specialists are based in
the building, which is three stories in the center and
two stories on the north and south ends. Offerings cur-
rently include lab services, X-ray, and EMG. Expanded
services such as CT, MRI, DEXA, ultrasound, sports
rehabilitation, physical therapy, and hand therapy will
be added by the time the final 23,000 sq. ft. of the
building are fully operational in September.

Kettering Collaborates With Military 
on Sleep Study

The Air Force Research Laboratory will soon
share state-of-the-art research facilities and equip-
ment with Kettering Adventist Medical Center

(KAMC). This collaboration includes Siemens
Medical Solutions USA and the University of Dayton
Research Institute. These four institutions are part-
nering on a human effectiveness study aimed at pre-
dicting negative effects from sleep deprivation. They
will also work to advance imaging techniques for
creating individualized diagnostic and treatment
options for people in poor health.

“This is extremely exciting news for the future of
healthcare and business in
Dayton,” says Gary
Lustgarten (left), vice presi-
dent for corporate develop-
ment at KAHC’s Kettering
Health Network. “It also goes
directly back to our mission
to improve the quality of life
for the people in the commu-

nities we serve, but these advancements could be
significant well beyond our nine-county area.”

Air Force Col. Patricia A. Reilly indicated the
research would also have implications that go well
beyond military uses. “This counter-fatigue study
can be a breakthrough for a wide range of the popu-
lations, from
truck drivers
to commercial
airline pilots
and physi-
cians.” 

Physicists
and support
staff will be
employed to
spearhead
this collaborative effort and will work out of the
Wallace-Kettering Neuroscience Institute on the
KAMC campus. 

Kettering Makes Top 100—Again
For six consecutive years, Kettering Medical

Center has been named among the Thompson Top
100 Hospitals in the Nation (previously Solucient Top
100 Hospitals). Another campus, Kettering Medical
Center-Sycamore has received the honor for a sec-
ond consecutive year. The award recognizes patient
quality care and measures implementation of cutting
edge technology.

In addition, Kettering’s Grandview and Southview
hospitals are among only 63 American hospitals to
have won the HealthGrades Distinguished Hospital
for clinical Excellence Award five years running, from
2004 to 2008. That award demonstrates superior
patient outcome and highest quality of care delivery.

A L L E G H E N Y E A S T C A M P M E E T I N G M AY 2008

Divine Worship n June 28 n Charles
D. Brooks is speaker/director emeri-
tus of the Breath of Life Television
Ministry, and has served the denomi-
nation for more than 56 years and is,
as he says, “still going.” Brooks has
actively worked on six of the seven

continents, baptizing
more than 14,000
people for the king-
dom of God. He was
included in the book
Who’s Who in
Religion, named in
Notable Americans,

and inducted into the Martin Luther
King Jr. Board of Preachers, the
Board of Sponsors and the Collegium
of Scholars. He has served as a pas-
tor, evangelist, a field secretary for
Columbia Union Conference, and
most notably the world church. He
and his wife, Walterene, have two
children and three grandchildren.

Sabbath School n June 28
Roy Adams, PhD, started his long-
term career for the Adventist Church
as a teacher at what is now the
Adventist International Institute of
Advanced Studies (AIIAS) in the
Philippines. From that base, Adams’
teaching and speaking appointments

Welcome

It is always with joy that I wel-
come you to the best camp

meeting this side of heaven. My
joys would be eternal if our
heavenly Father were welcom-
ing us to the great camp meet-
ing He has prepared for us. Yes,
our Father has prepared a great
camp meeting and is waiting for
us to ready ourselves to attend.
However, I am fearful that most
of God’s people have gotten so
comfortable with life on Earth
that they have forgotten that we
are supposed to be preparing
for that journey. It is in light of
that dilemma that we have
selected our theme this year.

We have invited Charles D.
Brooks and other leaders to
inspire us to make the proper
arrangements for our travel. As
always, we will have the best
environment for the greatest
spiritual renewal, including sem-
inars of various kinds. We have
also planned special events and
department theme events, plus
music out of this world. It will be
great, but it will be just a fore-
taste of the divine experience
God has for us.

Beloved, I am ready to go
home. I pray that your 2008
Camp Meeting
experience will
inspire you to
want to go also.
—Charles L.
Cheatham, 
President

Spiritual Revival: God’s
Answer to Our Dilemma
Pine Forge Academy n June 26-July 6

Speakers

took him to other Asian countries,
including Singapore, Indonesia,
Japan, South Korea, Hong Kong, and
Bangladesh. Upon returning to
Canada in 1986—where he gave the
bulk of his pastoral work—he served

as associate secre-
tary for the Canadian
Union. In 1988 he
moved to the
Adventist World
Headquarters, where
he now serves as
associate editor of

the Adventist Review and Adventist
World. Adams has also authored sev-
eral books with two more due out this
year. He and his wife, Celia, have two
adult children: Dwayne and Kimberly.

Sabbath School n

July 5 n Clifford
Goldstein is editor
of the Adult Sabbath
School Quarterly and
a prolific author. He
served as editor for
Religious Liberty and
as associate director for the North
American Division Department of
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty
until 1999.
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“The Adventist American Health
Dilemma” n June 30-July 2 n The
history of Israel would read altogeth-
er differently if God had not
demanded that they maintain a
healthy lifestyle. The story of the
manna from heaven gives a new
twist on the meaning of healthy liv-
ing because it was not just the
manna. Could it be that God taught
Israel a lifestyle secret? The confer-
ence Health Ministries department
will unveil some of the historic rea-
sons African-Americans consistently
fall at the bottom of most health
charts. In addition to wonderful
seminars by superior speakers,
there will be walking and aerobic
sessions each morning, a healthy
cooking demonstration, and breast
and prostate screenings. 

Health Screening n The confer-
ence’s Health and Wellness
Department is partnering with
PreventFirst, a division of
Ultrasound Services of America,
Inc., to provide a mobile health
physical and assessment for heart
attack and stroke prevention. The
day will include preventative ultra-
sound screenings for carotid
(stroke), cholesterol, diabetes, blood
pressure, and body mass index.
There will also be testing for thyroid,
complete blood counts, body chem-
istry, and prostate cancer screening.  

Speakers
Theodore L. Watkins, MD, is a
dynamic lecturer, writer, television
personality, radio host, and produc-
er. Recognized as an authority and
leading advocate
of preventive
health, Dr.
Watkins is con-
vinced, after
treating thou-
sands of
patients whose
lives have been
devastated by
the “diseases of lifestyle,” that peo-
ple need to be taught the principles
of a healthy lifestyle if they are
going to increase their longetivity
and eliminate a number of preventa-
ble diseases. He is a graduate of
Oakwood College (Ala.), now
Oakwood University, and Howard
University College of Medicine in
Washington, D.C., where he com-
pleted a five-year residency in sur-
gery. In 1983 he left surgery and
became a proponent and practition-
er of alternative medicine. 

Jim Sharps, ND, PhD, holds doc-
torates in Naturopathy, Herbology,
and Nutritional Science. He is a
health educator, author, and con-

sultant with a private
practice in Columbia,
Md., where he con-
ducts both onsite and
tele-consultations. He
lectures extensively

on natural health to a broad spec-
trum of audiences. Dr. Sharps will
share how we are part of the solu-
tion for today’s health dilemma. His
contagious enthusiasm makes natu-
ral health both an enjoyable and
informative experience.

Jeanne Charleston, MSN, BSN,
RN, is currently on faculty in the
Bloomberg School of Public Health,
School of Nursing, and School of
Medicine. She is the director of
Clinical Research Operations at an

off-campus, community-based
research facility of Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore. She is also
the director of CHAMP (Church/
Community Health Awareness and
Monitoring Program) with the
University of Maryland. She has 25
years experience working with the
faith-based community and the
community at large in implementing
innovative health programs with an
emphasis on cardiovascular dis-
ease and diabetes. 

Louvenia Anderson is the presi-
dent and founder of Totally You
LLC, an award-winning, faith-
based organization in Baltimore.
She is a certified personal trainer
through the American Aerobic
Association International and
International Sports Medicine
Association
(AAAI/ISMA),
which is geared
toward weight
management
and obesity.
She is also 
a certified 
kids and teen
instructor, a 
fitness motiva-
tional speaker, the conference’s
Baltimore Area Health Network
coordinator, and the president of
Sisters of Serenity.  

Colby Matlock, pastor of the First
church of Millsboro, Del., is a grad-
uate of the Adventist seminary at
Andrews University (Mich.) with a

Master of
Divinity. Matlock
is a thought
leader and
inspiration to
his congrega-
tion. This enthu-
siastic presenter
is also an avid
physical fitness

buff.  Living what he preaches, he
walks and runs miles every day. 

A
LL

E
G

H
E

N
Y

E
A

S
T

A
LLE

G
H

E
N

Y
E

A
S

T

Youth Ministries n Under the
theme “Broken To Be Made
Whole,” a number of talented and
Godly speakers will address the
young people. 

On June 28 senior youth will be
addressed by Abraham Jules,
young adults by Pete Palmer, and
teens by Jonathan Rolle. On July 5,
senior youth will receive words of
wisdom from Wesley Knight, young
adults from Eric Thomas, and
teens, again, from Jonathan Rolle.  

Prison Ministries n July 4, 10:30
a.m. n Minnie McNeil, conference
Prison Ministries director, will dis-
cuss the integral parts of ministry
within correctional facilities. Topics
will include resource development,
documentation,
and church organi-
zation within prison
facilities. During
this afternoon ses-
sion, McNeil will
also explore a full
range of ministry
options like literacy, emotional sup-
port, and more. Also, hear reports
about how God is transforming
lives behind bars, through the serv-
ice of prison ministers.

Women’s Ministries, Presenting
WINGS n June 30-July 4 n Verneé
Annette Stoddart is the founder
and director of WINGS, a Christian
etiquette organization for young

girls. WINGS—
worth, integrity,
nurture, growth,
and spirituality—
helps prepare girls
spiritually, socially,
and physically for
victorious Christ-

centered lives and for conveying
the biblical values of beauty, purity,
compassion, confidence, and
humility. It also helps distinguish
them as respectful young individu-
als in society. 

“The Holistic Woman” n June 29-
July 1, 10:30 a.m. n Melva Brown,
MD, received her medical degree at
Loma Linda University (Calif.) and
completed her residency at the
U.S. Public Health
Hospital in
Baltimore. She is
an instructor at the
Johns Hopkins
University School
of Medicine and is
board certified in

internal medicine. Dr. Brown is an
elder at the Liberty church in
Baltimore and has spoken at many
venues across the country and
abroad. She  is a favored speaker
for Women's Ministries. Ladies will
explore the historical journey of
women in ministry, and the amazing
possibilities for the future. 

Adventist Community Services n
June 30-July 2, 1:30 p.m. n Mark
McCleary, pastor of the First
church in
Washington, D.C.,
will speak about
“Recognizing What
You Have Been
Given to Give to
Others.” This semi-
nar will provide
basic biblical insights for under-
standing, identifying, and imple-
menting your spiritual gifts for the
edification of God’s kingdom. It
includes a comprehensive theologi-
cal foundation, passionate explana-
tion, and a simple survey. A text-
book and workbook will be made
available to all attendees. Bring
your Bible and notepad to capture
the lecture and presentations that
encourages questions for clarity.

Speakers Health Ministries

Special Features

Singles Potluck
Date TBA

Pathfinder Day
Sunday, June 29

50-Plus Banquet
Wednesday, July 2

Friends & Family Day
Thursday, July 3

Women’s Ministries
Inspirational Breakfast

Sunday, June 29
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Divine Worship n Charles D. Brooks
is speaker/director emeritus of the
Breath of Life Television Ministry, and
has served the denomination for more
than 56 years. Brooks has actively

worked on six of the
seven continents, baptiz-
ing more than 14,000
people for the kingdom
of God. He was included
in the book Who’s Who
in Religion, named in

Notable Americans, and inducted into
the Martin Luther King Jr. Board of
Preachers and Collegium of Scholars.
He has served as a pastor, evangelist,
a field secretary for Columbia Union
Conference, and most notably the
world church. 

Youth Divine Worship n Myron
Pelote Edmonds is the pastor of the
Oakland Park church in Murfreesboro,
Tenn. He responded to the call of the
gospel ministry while a student at
Oakwood College (Ala.),
now Oakwood
University. He graduated
from Andrews University
(Mich.) with a Master of
Divinity, and remains
there in pursuit of a

Doctor of Ministry with a concentra-
tion in Family Ministries. Edmonds
served with distinction as the associ-
ate pastor at the First church in
Huntsville, Ala., under Pastor
Benjamin Jones. While there, he led
the church into a successful young
adult ministry. 

Friday Ordination Service and
Workshop Presenter n Norman
Miles, Sr., PhD, senior pastor of the
Trinity Temple church in Newark, N.J.,
has more than 35 years
experience as a pastor,
professor, and church
administrator. Miles pre-
viously pastored in
Mississippi, Michigan,
and Illinois; was profes-
sor of Urban Ministry at the Seventh-
day Adventist Theological Seminary
at Andrews University (Mich.) for 17
years; and was an adjunct professor
of Religion at the University of
Michigan for 26 years. Miles also
served as president of the Lake
Region Conference for nearly 11
years. He has preached and taught in
many other countries including
England, Jamaica, Trinidad, Nigeria,
South Africa, and Canada. 

Welcome

Paul the apostle reminds us,
“We wrestle not against flesh

and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places” (Eph. 6:12).
In essence he is telling us there
is a war going on. 

Conference family, since 
we are in battle, we should be
prepared and ready to gain the
victory. Thus, our theme for
camp meeting this year is under
the general heading “Victorious
Spiritual Warfare,” more specifi-
cally, “Prepare for Battle: 
Bring It On!” 

Our purpose will be to not
only realize that we are in the
midst of a war for our very
soul’s salvation, but also to pre-
pare for the battle. Jesus told
us “we are more than con-
querors,” therefore we need to
remind ourselves of what God
has promised us: “no weapon
formed against us shall pros-
per.” Not only are we in a bat-
tle, but we are designed to be
victorious. With that in mind, as

conquerors,
we do say,
“Bring It
On!”—
James
Lewis,
President

Victorious Spiritual
Warfare—Prepare for
Battle: Bring it On!

Speakers

Allegheny West Campgrounds n June 25-29
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Speakers 

Women’s Ministries n Saturday,
6:15-7:30 p.m. n Speaker Lisa
Hood is a homeschool parent of
three teenagers, part-time teacher
in the Canton City School System,

and private tutor
and mentor.
Hood’s husband,
Stan, is pastor of
the New Hope
church in Canton,
Ohio. Their three
children are Julius
(17), Triston (16),
and Kalena (14).

Hood believes in enjoying life and
worshipping in spirit and truth.

Disabilities Ministries n Friday, 
2-3:30 p.m. n  Under the theme
“Understanding Our Neighbors
Who are Disabled” participants can
learn about autism, how to start a
Disabilities Ministries in their own
church, and the difference between
generational 
differences and 
the disabled?

Presenter Don
Miller has served
as Disabilities
Ministries director
for a number of
organizations,

including the Columbia Union
Conference. During his tenure at
the union, Miller coordinated the
largest Disability Awareness Day
(March 9, 2002) in the history of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church with
53 churches participating.

Presenter Charlotte Thoms is
an associate professor at the

National Technical
Institute for the
Deaf in Rochester,
N.Y. She is an
entrepreneur,
author, publisher,
mother, grand-
mother, and advo-
cate for the dis-
abled. Thoms is

also the Women’s and Disabilities
ministries director for Atlantic Union
Conference and the coordinator for
the North American Division
Commission for People with
Disabilities.

Ordination Service
n Friday, 7:30-
9 p.m. n  Speaker
Norman Miles,
PhD, will lead in
the ordination of
Collin Parkinson,
the conference’s

new Superintendent for Education.
Parkinson has extensive experi-
ence in both pastoral and educa-
tional ministry and remains the
pastor of the Present Truth church
in Cleveland. 

Youth Night n Thursday, 7:30-9
p.m. n  Speaker Christopher
Thompson was born and raised
in Beaufort, S.C., and attended
Oakwood
University. He now
pastors the Rock
of Faith church in
Pittsburgh and is
pursuing his mas-
ter’s degree in
pastoral studies at
Oakwood. He
loves children as
well as playing, coaching, and dis-
cussing basketball.       

Guest speaker for
Hispanic attendees
is Pastor Carlos
Rando. Rando
comes from Buenos
Aires, Argentina,
where he is the
retired ministerial

secretary for the Chilean Union.
He is also the former ministerial
secretary for the Austral and
Incaica unions.

Guest speaker for youth is George
Perez. Born in Mexico but raised
in Texas, he has a vivid experience

May
16-18 Bible Instructors

Advanced Course
AWC Campgrounds

23-25 Children’s Ministries
Symposium
AWC Campgrounds

June
8 District Leadership

Training
Northern Ohio

20-22 Trailer Owners Retreat
AWC Campgrounds

22-26 Fitness Club Kickoff
AWC Campgrounds

July 
11-13 Haitian Symposium

Roanoke, Va.
13-20 Youth Camp

AWC Campgrounds

Multicultural Ministries

of both cultures and languages.
With a background in marketing
and a master’s degree from
Andrews University (Mich.), Perez
worked in several IT and marketing
positions before entering the news-
paper publishing
business. He is the
recipient of a number
of awards, including
the Entrepreneur of
the Year, Cincinnati
Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce in 2007;
and Business Person of the Year,
LULAC Award in 2007. 

Calendar
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Ron Halvorsen, Sr., continues a
lifestyle of service in his retirement as
prayer coordinator for the It Is Written
television ministry and by conducting
evangelistic meetings throughout the
North American Division. His rich
background in ministry includes work

as an evan-
gelist, as sen-
ior pastor of
several major
Adventist
churches, and
for 17 years
as the Church
Growth direc-

tor of the Southern Union. He has
conducted more than 30 field schools
of evangelism, has produced a lay
pastoral assistant program, and
taught more than 4,000 members how
to assist their pastors in ministry with-
in their local congregations. 

Gary Krause
is director of
the Office of
Adventist
Mission at the
Seventh-day
Adventist
Church World
Headquarters.
This office has the twin tasks of caring
for the church’s Global Mission initiative
and informing church members on

how their mission offerings are chang-
ing lives around the world. Krause—
born in Fiji to missionary parents—his
wife, Bettina, and their daughter,
Bethany, are now missionaries in the
asphalt jungles of North America.
Krause is the principle contributor to
this year’s third quarter Adult Bible
Study Guide. 

Ponder, Harp & Jennings (PH&J) is
an award-winning and much-loved
gospel group that toured throughout
the country from 1974-96. During this
span, the group recorded 10 gospel
albums, two of which received the
Angel Award for best gospel group
and best CD. PH&J articulates the

gospel message with energy and
thoughtfulness. While not performing,
each member has their own profes-
sion. Marvin Ponder has been a pastor
for more than 38 years. Herman Harp
resides in Georgia and has a gospel
music ministry with his wife, Sonnie.
Gene Jennings is a court reporter and
has his own firm in Nashville, Tenn.
Marie Golden is an executive coach
and corporate consultant.

Welcome

Our plans for a traditional
camp meeting have, of

necessity, been changed due to
the work being done this summer
on the campus of Highland View
Academy. As a result, we are
seizing the moment and taking
on a new and exciting challenge.
A series of single-day mission
conferences are being planned
throughout Chesapeake. The first
will be held in Hagerstown, Md.,
on September 20. The second
one will be conducted in the
eastern region on October 11.
Additional dates, venues, and
participants are being lined up for
the coming year.

As a people, we have a great
longing and desire for the com-
ing of God’s kingdom. First and
foremost, our desire is that His
kingdom be extended in human
hearts. These mission confer-
ences will bring together powerful
preaching, great music, and 
practical training. It is our sincere
hope that more members will be
inspired and motivated for mission
than was ever possible with our
traditional approach. Join us at
one or all of the conferences as
we look forward to, prepare for,

and hasten
the coming 
of God’s 
kingdom!
—Rob
Vandeman,
President

Thy Kingdom Come!
Hagerstown, MD n September 20

Presenters
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Welcome

What a privilege we have to
share the ministry of Jesus

in the marketplaces of Mountain
View just prior to His second
coming! The challenges of the
enemy and the power of the
cross require a trained, drilled,
and disciplined gospel army to
carry out the human aspects of
our Lord’s salvation initiatives.

Our theme this year will high-
light the work of our lay mem-
bers’ ministries in Mountain
View. This is a year of witness-
ing the uniting of lay members,
pastors, and teachers in doing
the work of ministry in each
local church. More than 75
reaping meetings will be held
this year, with over 50 of them
being held by lay members
alone. This year’s camp meeting
will focus on hearing how God
has used lay members to reach
the lost for Jesus. 

As always, it is the goal of the
Camp Meeting Planning
Committee that attendees will
gain a richer knowledge of Jesus
and His will for their lives.

Anointed, Disciplined,
Disciples—Telling Our
World Now!
Valley Vista Adventist Center n June 20-28

—Larry Boggess
President

—Victor Zill
Treasurer

David Asscherick’s frequent
appearances on 3ABN are a favorite

of young and old
alike the world
over. He is an
avid rock climber,
surfer, bird
watcher, nature
photographer, fly
fisherman, and

reader. He and his wife, Violeta, are
the parents of two energetic and
fun-loving boys. Asscherick is the
associate pastor of the Troy (Mich.)
church and the director of the ARISE
school. In his spare time, he writes
and records a commentary on the
Sabbath School Quarterly. 

Robert Folkenberg, Jr. has served
for three years as the associate direc-
tor of ShareHim,
an international
evangelistic 
ministry operated
by the Carolina
Conference. Before
this he served for
nine years as a
missionary in China and six years as
a pastor in the Florida Conference,
leading out in many evangelistic

endeavors. He holds a degree in 
religion from Southern Adventist
University (Tenn.) and Doctorate of
Ministry from Andrews University
(Mich.) in the field of Church Growth
and Evangelism. 

Leo Schreven has spent the last 26
years conducting seminars across the
country and overseas. His seminars
are so popular that they are booked
three years in advance and keep him
traveling about
320 days a year!

Schreven will
help you start an
incredible journey
of life with person-
al power. For years
he has entertained
international audiences as one of the
most exciting teachers of life mastery.
His teachings through the All Power
Seminars are based on solid biblical
wisdom and principles. His incredible
speed and dynamic presentations will
take you through the positive pleasure
of improving your life in every aspect.
Schreven doesn’t just teach this, he
lives it! From sidesplitting laughter to
deep personal insights, he guarantees
to make this a week to remember.

Speakers
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Seminars

Saturday-Saturday, 6:30 a.m. n

Leo Schreven will get attendees
going each morning. He has pre-
sented the All Power Seminars in
several churches throughout
Mountain View, and the conference
looks forward to having him return. 

Monday-Friday, 9:45 a.m. n 

Mike Jones, director of Voice of
Prophecy (VOP) Reclaiming
Ministry, will discuss “How to

Create a ‘User
Friendly’ Church.”
Jones and his
wife, Diane, live in
Portland, Ore.,
where—until
recently—they
headed Operation

Reconnect, a VOP ministry to inac-
tive and missing church members.
Jones draws from his personal
experiences of 16 years away from
the church following a divorce. The
Joneses speak on such topics as
reconnecting with inactive mem-
bers and how to make your church
user-friendlier.

Monday-Friday, 11:15 a.m. n Seth
Bardu, treasurer of the Columbia
Union Conference, will challenge
disciples in Mountain View to pro-
claim the gospel. This native of
Liberia, West Africa, has been treas-
urer for a number
of conferences
around the United
States, and
worked at the
Southern Union
Conferencer and
Adventist Health System.

Sunday-Wednesday, 2:30 p.m. n

Patrick E. Vincent, DMin, is senior
pastor of the Mount Calvary church
in Tampa. He will speak about the
SWAT soul-winning concept he cre-
ated, an effective
method of evan-
gelism that mobi-
lizes the local con-
gregation to add
more converts.
Vincent’s many
talents also keep
him in demand as a seminar leader,
lecturer, and revivalist.
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Thursday and Friday, 2:30 p.m. n

Frank Bondurant, Columbia Union
Conference vice
president for
Ministries
Development, will
be presenting
“How to Witness
for Jesus Without
Embarrassing
God or Losing Your Friends.” 

Sunday-Thursday, 4 p.m. n 

Vicki Griffin, is author, speaker,
and director of Lifestyle Matters
Health Intervention series, and
Health Ministries
director for 
the Michigan
Conference. She
has lectured and
traveled worldwide
sharing the
lifestyle link to bet-
ter mental, physical, emotional, and
spiritual health. Griffin’s seminars are
centered on the theme “Building the
Broken Brain, Healing the Church,
Helping the Community.”

Special Features

Youth Conference Center Grand
Opening n Friday, June 20, 6 p.m.
Join in the festivities as confer-
ence leaders cut the ribbon and
officially open the new youth con-
ference center.

Prayer Convocation n Friday,
June 20, 6:30 p.m. Gather at the
flagpole to pray together and ask
for the Lord’s blessing as camp
meeting is officially opened.

Ordination Service n Saturday,
June 21, 11 a.m. Witness two
Mountain View pastors being
ordained to the ministry during the
Sabbath divine service. 

ShareHim Graduation n Saturday,
June 21, 2:30 p.m. Robert
Folkenberg Jr. will lead out in this
recognition of participants from the
ShareHim boot camp held in
September 2007, and those who
have and will be holding evangelist
meetings across the conference. 

Lay Advisory n Sunday, June 22,
8:30 a.m. The lay advisory will be
held in the auditorium. Everyone is
invited to join in this meeting and
brainstorming session. 

ABC Book Sale n Sunday, June 22,
10:30 a.m. Come to auditorium and
stock up on reduced priced food
items, music, books, and resources. 

Shepherdess Dinner & Meeting n
Monday, 5:15-6:45 p.m. All
Mountain View pastors’ wives are
welcome to join in this dinner and
meeting, located in the lodge, room
10. Health specialist Vicki Griffin
will discuss “Rest for the Stressed.” 

Education Hour n Saturday, June
28, 4 p.m. Cheryl Jacko will lead in
this report about Mountain View
education. Find out what these
conference schools have been up
to and what they are planning to
do. It’s all about their role in
accomplishing the mission of the
church. Everyone is welcome!

Opening Sabbath

The PromisedLand Quartet n
Saturday, June 28, 2:30 p.m.
Formed in March 2000, the
PromisedLand Quartet is an exciting
group of male vocalists based in
Edinburg, Va. Individually they have
ministered in churches, concert
halls, schools, and outside events in
nearly 25 states, and have per-
formed on regional television and
played on gospel radio nationwide.
Collectively, they have more than 60
years of gospel experience, which is
remarkable considering their aver-
age age is only 42! PromisedLand
has been identified as having a “big
traditional sound.” More importantly,
the group has a well-balanced blend
of voices and personalities that

Ysis Espana n Saturday, June 20,
4 p.m. Born in Cuba, Espana
received musical training in piano
and voice at an
early age. During
the communist
regime, she immi-
grated to the
United States
under difficult cir-
cumstances, but
her husband,
Angelo, was not allowed to leave
and it was nearly three years before
they were reunited in Texas. Espana
has appeared on SafeTV and 3ABN,
and currently works for the Texas
Conference as administrative assis-
tant to the executive secretary.

allow for quite a variety of styles
and moods during every concert. 
If you enjoy laughing, you will not
be disappointed. 

Musicians

Devotional n 6:30 a.m. - Leo
Schreven will begin the morning
series with “Anointed Disciples.”
Fasten your seatbelts for the
“machine gun speaker.” 

Sabbath School n 9:15 a.m. -
Randall Murphy will be the
Sabbath School
superintendent.
Murphy retired in
2002 after serving
as conference
president for more
than 13 years. The
special emphasis will be the 2008
Mission Trip to Peru.

Larry Evans,
undersecretary for
the Seventh-day
Adventist Church
worldwide, will
teach the Sabbath
School lesson. He

will also be the featured speaker
on Sunday evening.

Divine Service n 11 a.m. - Robert
Folkenberg, Jr., will speak.

Devotional n 6:30 a.m. - Leo
Schreven will conclude his week-
long study. Don’t miss it!

Sabbath School n 9:15 a.m. -
Cheryl Jacko will be the Sabbath
School superin-
tendent. Jacko
serves as principal
of Highland
Adventist school 
in Elkins, W.Va.,
and as associate
superintendent of
schools. The special emphasis will be
the 2008 Mission Trip of Mountain
View Conference schools. 

Weymouth Spence, EdD, newly
elected president
of Columbia Union
College in Takoma
Park, Md., will
present the
Sabbath School
lesson. 

Divine Service n 11 a.m. - 
David Asscherick will present
God’s Word. 

Guest speakers
for the youth will
be Leo Schreven
and Cherie
Peters, founder 
of True Step
Ministries, a faith-
based, nonprofit organization. Both
will address the young people under
the theme “This is Your Time: Stand
for Him or Fall for
Everything.”
Meetings will
occur at 9:30 a.m.
and 7 p.m. every
day in the new
youth center
located next to
the main lodge. A special thank you
goes out to all those who helped
make this new facility a reality for
our young people!

Other activities for the youth
include games and Olympics on
Monday and Tuesday. On
Wednesday and Thursday, kids will
have the chance to participate in
outreach activities. Geoff Star, con-
ference Youth director, is organizing
all youth activities. 

Closing Sabbath Youth
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Alejandro Bullón is a
well-known international
evangelist, author, and
ministerial secretary of
the South American
Division. His evangelism
campaigns—via satellite, Internet, and
personal sermons—attract thousands,
and many people have been baptized
through his efforts. 

Neville Harcombe, executive secre-
tary for the Columbia Union
Conference, was born
and raised in Africa by
missionary parents. He
was educated at South
Africa’s Helderberg
College and earned a
BA in Theology from Southern
Adventist University (Tenn.). 

Jason McCracken was the first
African-American student missionary
to Brazil. He is a soul winner and
once baptized more than 2,000 peo-
ple during 25 youth cru-
sades in five countries.
During his leadership in
the United States, since
1997, McCracken has
baptized more than
1,100 young people for the Lord.
Currently, he is the director of
Enrollment Management for Oakwood
University (Ala.).

Dave Weigley, Columbia
Union Conference presi-
dent, has served the
Adventist Church as a
pastor, evangelist, con-
ference communication
director, stewardship director, execu-
tive secretary, and conference presi-
dent. Weigley remains heavily
involved in evangelism, holding at
least one evangelistic meeting a year.

R. Ernest Castillo was elected a vice
president of the
Adventist Church at the
North American Division
year-end meeting in
2005. He served as
executive secretary of
the Pacific Union Conference, but
started his ministry as a pastor in the
Southeastern California Conference,
and then the Southern California
Conference. 

Allsop Inskip has ministered through-
out the world sharing his passion for
God and has pastored several church-
es in the United States
and his native Trinidad
and Tobago. Inskip later
decided to study naturo-
pathic medicine and cur-
rently has a solo practice
in Silver Spring, Md., and travels
worldwide giving lectures on health.

Welcome

It is one thing to have visual
perception, and another to

have a real vision of life as it
pertains to current events. The
latter allows us to foresee future
possibilities where others only
see shortcomings. A vision
based on past experience and
present truth permits us to hope
toward a future with assurance
and purpose.  

Wise Solomon said, “Where
there is no vision, the people
perish …” (Prov. 29:18). He is
referring to a spiritual and men-
tal connection above where wis-
dom resides. It is a vision that
aided the prophets of old and
continues to sustain successful
leaders today. It is a vision
given by God to enable His
people to be victorious in daily
living, especially in the fulfill-
ment of His commission. 

Dear brethren, we must be
eyes for those who are spiritually
blind. As people of the living
God, we have been chosen to be
faithful to the celestial vision. We
must live it for the benefit of the
church and the world. 

This camp meeting, let us
pray and study the pillars, which

not only sustain
but also help us
fulfill our God-
given vision. I’ll
meet you there!
—José Cortés,
President

People With a Vision
Tranquil Valley Retreat Center
June 20-28

Speakers
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Adult Program

Camp meeting attendees this
year will be offered several new

and exciting activities such as a
food festival, flea market, and

sports tournaments.
Seminars on health
and wellness led by
international chef
Julio Barrillas will
surely educate and
encourage healthful
living. Come and
enjoy the bountiful
blessings God has
for His people.

Commune With God
Every weekday during camp meet-
ing, early risers can enjoy morning
walks and worship with conference
president José Cortés. Attendees
can also commune with God each
morning and evening at the Garden

of Prayer directed by Spirit-filled
speakers. These will be moments to
refresh and renew your spiritual walk.

Mass Choir 
For the first time at New Jersey
Conference Camp Meeting, atten-
dees will be blessed with the heav-
enly music of a 100-plus-member
choir accompanied by a full

orchestra of talented musicians.
Directed by Efrain Duany, the
conference’s associate director for

worship,
these musi-
cians have
been prac-
ticing hard
to make sure
every song
service is
blessed with

their leader-
ship. If you
are interested in joining or partici-
pating, contact Duany at
duany1@yahoo.com. 

This year separate Sabbath wor-
ship and weekday services will

be offered for juniors (ages 10-12),
teens (ages 13-17), and collegiates
(ages 18 and up). 

The weekday program for juniors
and teens will focus on sports. A day
trip to an aqua park and sky chal-
lenge will top the week, along with
an evening trip to an ice skating rink
and batting cages. However, the
spiritual emphasis will also give the
young people a chance to experi-
ence community outreach and a
connection to Christ. During
Sabbath evenings, youth can meet
and greet others at the beach party.

Speakers
Corey Johnson is a high school
student in Philadelphia who
believes his mission is to tell as
many as he can about the saving
power of Jesus Christ, no matter
what the obstacles. Johnson

served as co-chaplain of PAYA
(Philadelphia Area Youth
Association), but his
recent ministerial
endeavor is through
his Broken Ministries
outreach program,
which aims to reach
young people from all
walks of life. 

Matthew Gamble was born
Catholic, but his spiritual journey
includes atheism and the Rastafari
movement. God led him to a
Christian pastor who awakened a

desire to explore
the teachings of
Jesus. Gamble is
currently a full-time
pastor with the
Washington
Conference where
he recently planted

a new church in Seattle.
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Steven Hernandez
was born into a first-
generation,
Adventist home and
benefitted from a
Christian education
throughout his life,
including that of Greater New York
Academy. In 1993 Hernandez com-
pleted a bachelor’s degree at
Atlantic Union College (Mass.) and
is attempting to become a pub-
lished children’s author.

David Negron
is a member of 
the Maranatha 
Spanish church in
Philadelphia. In
2006 the Lord
called him from a
prison cell to be a

preacher of the everlasting Gospel.
Negron has a burden to reach the
youth of this generation for Jesus.

Youth Program
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and 9 in the
Primary 2 cate-
gory will get
to participate 
in a sports
program infil-
trated with spiritual
lessons. Directed by Lynda
Cortés, conference Children’s
Ministries coordinator, young
people will get to huddle together
and learn spiritual truths from
their “life coaches.”

Speakers
Children’s Church n June 21
Je’Zonn Clermont has been
known as Mr.
Jé since 1998
when he found-
ed Tiny Tunes,
a hands-on,
high-energy
humanities and
music program
for children
aged 3 to 10.
The success of
the Tiny Tunes educational cur-
riculum in schools led to the cre-
ation of Tiny Tunes Ministries. Mr.
Jé has traveled extensively pre-

This year Children’s Church will
be offered June 21, and

Children’s Sabbath School June
28. The program will be full of
action and entertainment and will
be a great opportunity for children
to worship and express them-
selves. They will pray, sing, and
worship God in creative ways.
Weekday activities include a trip to
a water park, ice skating, and a
soccer sports program. 

Son Harvest County Fair
During the week, children aged 6
and 7 in the kinder-
garten and
Primary I cate-
gory will learn
about the fruits
of the Spirit and
how they develop
in their lives. Madeline Valez,
conference VBS teacher, will 
lead the kindergarten program
while Ana Jacobo, a member 
of the Pan-American church 
in Vineland, will teach the 
primary lesson.

PowerZone Sports Camp
During the week, children aged 8

senting workshops and training
seminars on Children’s Ministries
and has pastored and consulted
in churches of varying faiths and
ethnicities. He is also an accom-
plished musician who stresses
the power of song and music in
teaching children. Visit www.its-
thetreasurebox.com. 

Children’s Sabbath School n
June 28 n Troy Hicks and his
Divine Creations puppet ministry
return from Camp Meeting 2007.
Divine Creations is a multimedia
ministry and production company
through which Hicks creates an
environment of worship and
learning that effectively engages
young people’s emotions. The
company specializes in creative
ministry—puppetry, drama,
gospel illusions, and balloon
twisting—for a
number of spe-
cial events for
young people.
Hicks has also
presented two
puppet-training
seminars for the
conference. 

Children’s Program
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Smuts Van Rooyen, PhD n Monday–
Friday, 11 a.m., Sabbath, 4 p.m. n Van
Rooyen is senior pastor of the Vallejo
Drive church in Glendale, Calif.
Originally from South Africa, his min-

istry is distin-
guished for its
focus on and
exaltation of
Jesus. His
teaching,
preaching, and
pastoral min-

istry have helped people know Jesus
in a new and wonderful way. His
series, “Heaven is Cheap Enough,”
will help you love Jesus too.

Marwood Hallett, DMin n Monday–
Friday, 9:15 a.m. n Hallett is the con-
ference’s director of Clergy Care and
Leadership Development. He will con-
duct a series of Bible studies titled
“Revelation:
Study It Again
for the First
Time!” Study like
the Adventist
pioneers with a
Bible and con-
cordance.
Themes include “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ, the ‘Last Man’”;
“Principles of Interpretation”; “Worship
the Creator”; and “Babylon.” To pre-
pare, read Revelation 1 and 14.

His Incomparable Grace
Mount Vernon Academy n June 8-14

Speakers

Paul Richardson n Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, 4:15 p.m., Friday, 3:30 p.m.
n Richardson is the director of the
Center for Creative Ministries. He
works with the North American
Division as well as local conferences
and churches, providing resources
and training to aid in outreach and

nurture. His
series on how
to create a
church culture
that welcomes,
involves, and
retains people
will have practi-

cal and useful information. He aims to
help each church be a community of
love, acceptance, and forgiveness.

David Taylor, DMin n Monday–Friday,
7:30 p.m., Sabbath, 11 a.m. n Taylor
is the retired dean of the School of
Religion at Loma Linda University
(Calif.). He has served the church as
pastor, youth
director, profes-
sor, and admin-
istrator and is a
dynamic preach-
er whose mes-
sages on “The
God of Grace
and Glory” will
inspire and bless you.

Calling 
All

Singers!
The camp meeting choir will be
an important part of the song
service at the daily 11 o’clock
hour and evening worship. Join
us for our first Choir Camp,
Sunday, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Learn some of the greatest
gospel songs of all time. Lunch
will be provided. Daily choir
practice will be from 6:30-
7:15 p.m., Monday–Friday. 

Please register through email at
information@ohioadventist.org,
or call (740) 397-4665, ext. 165.
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Sabbath Speakers

Charles Scriven, PhD n 10 a.m. n

Scriven is the president of Kettering
College of Medical Arts in Kettering,
Ohio. He is known for
his depth of theologi-
cal understanding
and thought-provok-
ing teaching style.
Sabbath School
attendees can expect a very stimu-
lating study of God’s Word.

Lori Whitted n 3 p.m. n Whitted is
the pastor of Ohio’s Canton and
Wooster churches. Hear her incredible
testimony of how God
led her through pain
and disappointment to
a calling into the gospel
ministry—an inspiring
story of God reaching
down to lift up one of His daughters.
You won’t want to miss it.

Walk for Life n Monday–Friday,
7:30 a.m.n Start each day with a
walk to get your blood flowing, and
breath deeply from God’s great out-
doors! Start this as a good habit at
camp meeting and continue for life.
Meet in front of the auditorium and
end just in time for Soul Café.

Soul Café n Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.
Every morning Soul Café will help
campers begin their day in the Word
of God with new friends. Pick up
your favorite drink and pastry and
join small groups to engage in an
interactive study group to deepen
your understanding and love of God.

Chris VanDenburgh Show n
Monday–Friday, 2:15 p.m.,
Saturday, 9:15 a.m.n VanDenburgh,

Booth Brothers n Sunday, June 8, 7:30 p.m. n Gaither Family
Reunion favorites, the Booth Brothers will present the free annual
community concert that is sure to
attract hundreds of friends and
neighbors to camp meeting’s open-
ing day. This is the perfect opportu-
nity to invite others to a night of
wonderful music from one of
America’s most sought-after
groups. Be sure to come early to
find the best seats.

Jamie Thietten n Sabbath, June 14, 7:30 p.m. n Camp meeting
attendees first heard Thietten in 2004, and the conference is pleased
to welcome her back! Thietten’s commitment to God becomes evi-

dent as she sings from the
depths of her soul in a concert
that will lift you to your feet in
joy and then drop you to your
knees in worship. Her vision is
to minister to the body of Christ
through her music and spread
the message of forgiveness
within the church. Thietten was
voted Female Vocalist of the
Year and was the Song of the
Year recipient at IndieHeaven’s
2007 Momentum Awards of
Christian independent artists.

Musical Concerts

“God’s Big Backyard—Where
Kids Have a Blast Serving
Jesus” is the theme for the
beginners, kindergarten, and pri-
mary age groups. The children will
have an exciting time as they dis-
cover the world of service. Each
day a service experience will take
place in the form of serving Jesus
by helping family, friends, and
neighbors. Pastors and experi-
enced staff will direct the Junior,
Earliteen, and Youth departments,
offering a full complement of spiri-
tual, social, and recreational pro-
grams. Your children will long
cherish the memories of their
camp meeting experience.

the conference’s director of Health
Ministries, will interview various
medical professionals about some
of the most important health topics.
Monday features Reg Burgess, NAD
coordinator of “In Step for Life.” On
Tuesday Dan & Richa Stevens will
present how humor is the best med-
icine for the soul. During Thursday’s
“Biggest Winner” contest, contest-
ants will share their testimonies of
health and fitness. Friday features
Steven Smith, MD, who will focus
on preventive healthcare and holis-
tic medicine. On Sabbath morning,
chaplain Linda Farley from the
Kettering Health Network and Dick
Tibbits, PhD, from Florida Hospital
will present the theme “Forgive to
Live.” They will reveal exciting dis-
coveries in the field of forgiveness
and health. The Sabbath program
will culminate with $10,000 being
awarded to the “Biggest Winner”
church.

Prayer/Personal Ministries n
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 
3:30 p.m. n Bobby McGhee, associ-
ate pastor of the Worthington
church, will lead out in prayer and
personal testimonies. Hear the sto-
ries of church members who have
seen God do wonderful things. Learn
from His trusting children about a
God who can answer prayers.

Women’s Tea

Theme: “Summer Picnic Bliss” n
Thursday, Noon-2 p.m. n Women’s
Ministries hosts this free camp
meeting tradition designed to pam-
per, celebrate, and inspire women
who attend this much-anticipated
annual event. The talented plan-
ning committee produces exquisite
decorations, collectable gifts, a
fabulous luncheon, and an inspir-
ing devotional. A drawing and give-
away follows with wonderful and
inspiring gifts donated by various
sponsors. Due to limited space,
attendees are welcomed on a first-
come, first-served basis. Tickets
are available during the week at
the information booth.

Experience
Mohaven

Magic
Wednesday, June 11, 2-6 p.m. 

An afternoon of fun and fellowship
for the whole family at Camp

Mohaven in Danville! 
Enjoy all sorts of activities:

Horseback Trail Rides
Canoeing
Disk Golf

Ropes Course
Swimming

Mountain Biking
Archery

Nature Walk

Plus a free chuck wagon supper 
at 5 p.m. at the camp lodge!

Raj Attiken, DMin n 7 p.m. n Our
conference president’s address is
an opportunity for members to
understand his heart
for God, for the mis-
sion of the church,
and for integrity in
relating to God’s
Word and God’s
world. Attiken has served in Ohio
for more than 30 years.

Special Features Children/Youth
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Dia De La Hermandad
Hispanic Camp Meeting 2008
Mount Vernon Academy n June 7

This one-day event—9 a.m. to 5 p.m.—will com-
mence with small group Bible studies of the

Sabbath School lesson, led by facilitators from Ohio
churches. The worship service will feature guest
speaker Leo Ranzolin, retired vice president of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. 

Ranzolin was born in Brazil and served the
worldwide Adventist Church for many years as
youth director. He has spoken to young and old all
over the world and will bring his rich experiences to
camp meeting.  

The afternoon program will consist of reports on
Outreach Ministries by Hispanic churches in Ohio.
The day’s program will include music by various
groups from Ohio churches.  
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Frank González, DMin n June
13-14 n González is the
speaker/director of the international
radio and television ministry La Voz
de la Esperanza (The Voice of Hope)
based at the Adventist Media Center
in Simi Valley, Calif. In his three-part
worship
series,
González will
explain how
to know
God’s point-
specific will
for your life
and fulfill your
destiny as
part of God’s
special last generation.

Michael Card n June 15 n In a
career that spans 25 years, Card has
recorded more than 20 albums,
authored or co-authored more than 14
books, hosted two radio programs,

and written
for numerous
magazines.
Card encour-
ages his audi-
ence to join
him in his
journey to
know and be
known by
God. Invite

family and friends to join you for this
ticket-only concert. Artist Circle tick-
ets can be purchased in advance
through the ABC for $20. A limited
number of free general admission
tickets are available through your
local church, by contacting the con-
ference office, or at Locating.

Bill Knott n June 20-21 n

Knott is the editor and executive
publisher of Adventist Review and
Adventist
World maga-
zines. Before
joining the
staff in 1997
as an asso-
ciate editor,
he served 
as a pastor
in New
England,
Michigan, New York, and Washington.
In 2006 he completed a PhD in
American Religious History at
George Washington University in
Washington, D.C.  

MUSICIANS

Daniel Pabon and Tre’ Voice n
Sabbath, June 14 

Moses and A’Lisa Andrade n
Sabbath, June 21

Welcome

Ipray that your family will be
drawn to live and serve only

Jesus Christ. That is the chal-
lenge in these days right before
His second coming. Is every-
thing in your life committed to
“serving only
Jesus,”
because that
is where our
real joy will
be found. 
—Ray
Hartwell,
President

Serving Only Jesus
Blue Mountain Academy n June 13-21

Speakers

Random Acts of Mission
Meet outside the Locating office
each afternoon at 1 p.m. to join
a team of missionaries who will
head out into the community to
do small home repairs, yard
work, and other tasks for senior
citizens and others in need.
Wear work clothes, sturdy
shoes, gloves, and bring a water
bottle and any tools you’d like.
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Seminars

Frank Bondurant is vice presi-
dent of Ministries Development for
the Columbia Union Conference.
Join him in looking at
Mark’s Gospel in
“Mayhem, Miracles,
and Misdemeanors:
Meeting the Master in
Mark.” Then connect
with him during “How to Be a
Witness for Jesus Without
Embarrassing God.”

Gaspar Colón, EdD, will exam-
ine the process that the Seventh-
day Adventist Church underwent
to develop its distinctive doctrines

during “E.G. White
and Adventist
Theology.” Colón 
is associate profes-
sor of religion at
Columbia Union

College in Takoma Park, Md., 
and serves as executive director
of the school’s Center for
Metropolitan Ministry.

Ty Gibson, co-director/speaker
for Light Bearers Ministry, will dis-
cuss “The Church, Militant and
Triumphant.” Learn about God’s

plan for leading His
church into its final
triumphant phase.
Then listen weekday
evenings as Gibson
presents “Images at

War,” where he will explore the
conflicting images of God at war in
our world and how the true image
will prevail at last.

William Shea, a retired seminary
professor, will share “Studies From
Daniel” as he looks at biblical history
and prophecy and how the two
meet in this morning series, week-
days in the chapel.
Then join Shea for
“Studies in the
Sanctuary” weekday
afternoons in the girls’
dorm worship room.

Timothy Jennings is a board cer-
tified psychiatrist and international
speaker. His afternoon presentation
is based on the theme
“Spiritual Warfare—
Winning the Battle for
Your Mind.” Jennings
will also present
“Healing the Mind.”

Pastors Jan and Phil White will
offer keys to family life in their semi-
nar “Keys to the Castle,” weekday
afternoons in the chapel. In her

seminar “Women
Called by God,” Jan
will focus on God’s
calling to women and
how they can person-
ally use their God-

given spiritual gifts in building up
His kingdom.

Ray Hartwell, conference presi-
dent, will address the
question, “What does
it mean to be a
church eagerly await-
ing the second com-
ing of Christ?”
Hartwell’s other seminar is themed
“A Second Coming Church and the
Gospel of Pants.” 

Don Bonchack is the Volunteer
and Donations
Program coordinator
for the Federal
Emergency
Management Agency.
He will present

“Adventist Disaster Response:
Critical to End-Time Events?”

Maitland DiPinto,
co-coordinator for
Hope for Humanity
for the North
American Division,
will present “Bringing
Hope to the World.” He will tell
about the organization’s projects in
southern Africa.

Bobbette Stewart
Thomas is a life
expansion expert who
has a passion for see-
ing God’s gifts fully
magnified in His peo-
ple. In “He Said, She Said, But I
Heard ...,” Thomas will help atten-
dees learn to listen on multiple levels
and know how it is the single most
powerful gift we can give others.

Clara Iuliano, RD, LDN, will
inspire attendees with great tasting,

plant-based foods
that can be prepared
in 30 minutes or 
less. Iuliano is a 
nutrition consultant 
at the Adventist

WholeHealth Wellness Center in
Reading. A shuttle will be provided.

Linda McCabe is a Spiritual and
Volunteer Services coordinator for a
hospice. Join her as she examines
the difference between tasks and
tools. Later hear
churches and youth
tell inspiring stories
that demonstrate how
God is using them to
complete the task. 

Laurie Mumma will discuss how
to start a Children’s Ministries pro-
gram, develop staff and volunteers,

and make an inter-
esting program for
children. Mumma is
director of the
Carlisle church’s
quickly growing

Children’s Church program.

Art Randall, CPA, chief financial
officer of a 100-bed
hospital, will explain
how to establish a
household budget,
select the right mort-
gage, train your chil-

Health Professionals
Breakfast n Saturday, June 14,
BMA Gymnasium n Enjoy a great
meal, time for networking, and an
inspirational presentation. 

Health Ministry Coach
Training Workshops n Saturday
and Sunday, June 14 and 15 n

Registration is required due to
assigned reading and activities to
complete prior to the workshop.
Workshop cost of $35 covers a 
light lunch on Sunday. For more 
information or to register, email
receptionist@awhn.org or call 
(610) 685-9900.

The Superfit Family 1-Mile or
5K Fun Run/Walk Challenge n

Sunday, June 15 n This one-mile
walk sponsored by Adventist
WholeHealth includes a scavenger
hunt for kids as they learn more
about health, fitness, and living
“superfit.” Registration forms avail-
able at www.awhn.org or Locating. 

ABC Book Sale n Sunday, June
15, BMA Gymnasium n This is the
biggest camp meeting ABC sale
ever! Great deals on books and
vegetarian products. 

Free Senior Luncheon n

Sunday, June 15, Blue Mountain
Elementary, Reservations Required
n The Trust Department invites sen-
iors over 65 to this second annual
luncheon. Discover what your
“Senior Powers” have accom-
plished in the past few years. To
RSVP, call (610) 374-8331, ext. 208.

AWHN Van: Screening n

Sunday, June 15 n Check out
Adventist WholeHealth’s mobile

screening unit while they check out
your cholesterol, glucose, and blood
pressure. 

Medicare and Medicaid and
All You Want to Know n Sunday,
June 15 n Sherra Zavitsanos, a
public affairs specialist for the
Social Security Administration, will
answer questions and help provide
guidance for the future.

Reverse Mortgages: What are
They and are They Good for
All? n Sunday, June 15, Chapel n

How do people over 62 get by on
just Social Security benefits? Learn
how reverse mortgages may be a
way to increase peace of mind.
Sponsored by the Trust Department.

Small Group Bible Studies n

These weekday study topics include:
“A People After God’s Own Heart”
with Dave Bower; “The Sanctuary:
Then and Now” with Fred Morgan;
“Mission Requires CASH” with Sue
Shobe; and “The Sealing of God’s
People” with Kerry Stahl. Get more
information at Locating.

Hispanic Camp Meeting
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Hispanic Camp Meeting n Sabbath, June
21, Chapel n El Doctor Frank González,
graduado con summa cum laude del
Seminario Teológico de la Universidad de
Andrews, es el Orador/Director del programa
internacional radial y televisivo de La Voz de la
Esperanza (The Voice of Hope) situada en el
Adventist Media Center en Simi Valley, Calif. 
Él será el orador principal de nuestro
Campamento Hispano, el Sábado, Junio 21 en
la iglesia de la Academia de Blue Mountain.

Kids Water Slide n Sunday, June
15 n Children under 12 are invited
to put on bathing suits and join in
the fun on the hill near the pavilion.

Superfit Family Challenge n

Start each weekday with some
family fun while getting fit, and
learn doable lifestyle changes that
can protect kids from obesity.
Speaker Denise Reinwald is a well-
ness educator and certified mas-
sage therapist with Adventist
WholeHealth. 

Family Worship n Pastor Jim
and Laura Wibberding, of the
Lansdale and Souderton churches,
invite families to “Come See God”
during weekday
morning wor-
ship. Enjoy inter-
active discus-
sions about mis-
conceptions of
Jesus, whether
Christ is a
Christian, and
other topics.

Special Features

dren to handle money, and prepare
for retirement. 

James Standish,
director of Legislative
Affairs for the world-
wide Adventist

Church, knows what it means to
be an Adventist Christian in a
democratic society. Join him to
review where our vision ends and
our action begins.

Don’t Forget! 
The conference website is full 
of camp meeting updates and
the application form needed to

reserve your spot at camp 
meeting! Visit today:

www.paconference.org.
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Mark A. Finley is a
general vice presi-
dent for the world-
wide Seventh-day
Adventist Church
and director for its
Center for Global
Evangelism. Evangelism is where
Finley has made his mark, having led
in more than 100 campaigns around
the globe with resulting baptisms
numbering in the thousands. He is
best known as a television speaker,
first for the It Is Written telecast for
20 years, and most recently for three
international “Net” evangelism satel-
lite series.  

Barry C. Black, DMin, PhD, is the
62nd chaplain of the U.S. Senate, a
position he’s held since July 2003.
Prior to his Capitol Hill position,
Black served in the
U.S. Navy for more
than 27 years, end-
ing his distinguished
career as the Chief
of Navy Chaplains.
As rear admiral, his
personal decorations included the
Navy Distinguished Service Medal,
the Legion of Merit Medal, Defense
Meritorious Service Medal (two
medals), Navy and Marine Corps
Commendation Medals (two awards),
and numerous unit awards, cam-
paign, and service medals.

Dick Duerksen is assistant to the
president of Maranatha Volunteers
International (MVI) where he serves as
storyteller. Duerksen
hosts MVI’s weekly
television show
Maranatha Mission
Stories and authors a
variety of articles and
stories. He and his
wife, Brenda, work
as “story catchers” while traveling to
Maranatha project sites around the
world. He is also well known for his
professional photography. Duerksen
worked as a pastor, administrator,
editor, planner, and consultant for
creative ministry.  

Bill Kilgore, DMin, ThD, has touched
many lives in a variety of ways from his
positions in pastoral ministry to higher
education. He is currently in his 19th
year of teaching theology at
Southwestern Adventist University
(Texas). Before entering higher educa-
tion, Kilgore served as
a district pastor and a
campus chaplain,
including four years
as chaplain at
Shenandoah Valley
Academy in New
Market, Va. This
Columbia Union College graduate con-
tinues to help students and lay leaders
develop stronger preaching skills. 

Welcome

An excitement is spreading
across our conference terri-

tory. It’s an excitement we hope
you experience this year at camp
meeting. We want to look to the
author and finisher of our faith
for holy boldness to make our
churches radiant with His love
and vibrant with His energy. 

We’re on a mission to create
healthy, disciple-making church-
es whose members find great joy
in service. Please know that this
is not some temporary program;
this is the biblical mission that
our Lord commissioned us to
undertake. It’s the most exciting
task in the world, but too large
for sinful people to grasp alone.
We need power and changed
lives to enter this work. To get
that power, we must come in
contact with Jesus. Camp meet-
ing is the place where that can
happen. 

Let’s unite to find revival for
the next leg of the journey. It is a
spiritual journey that promises to
make a mighty difference in our
lives. It is my hope that when
camp meeting ends, we all will
say that we
have beheld the
Lamb in His
glory. I look for-
ward to seeing
you all soon.
—Bill Miller,
President

Behold the Lamb
Shenandoah Valley Academy n June 17-21

Speakers
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Seminars

Choosing to Forgive n Gerry
Fuentes, pastor of the Takoma
Park (Md.) church, will present a
seminar on learning
to experience the
healing power of for-
giveness. Forgiveness
is foundational to the
Christian faith and
community. It also
impacts physical and
emotional health. This seminar
shows why we benefit from choos-
ing to forgive, and how to forgive
sincerely, no matter how deeply you
have been hurt.

Partnership in Preaching n Bill
Kilgore’s “Partnership in Preaching”
workshop is designed to assist
those who are called upon to
preach. It is a practi-
cal hands-on
approach to sermon
construction that
allows individuals to
work together in
developing skills for
preaching.

Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts n
Patrick Williams, pastor of the
Cornerstone church in Herndon,

Adult Schedule

Va., will utilize biblical
passages, assess-
ment instruments,
discussion group
exercises, and practi-
cal advice to move
you toward an under-
standing of your par-
ticular spiritual gifts, leading to a
fulfilling, lifelong ministry for Christ.

Disaster Preparedness n Bob
Mitchell, conference Disaster
Response coordinator, will present a
new disaster preparedness course
from the Adventist Community
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Services Disaster Response pro-
gram. It will assist individuals, fami-
lies, and churches in being prepared
for small and large disasters. Learn
how you can help lessen the impact
of disasters on yourself, your family,
and your church. 

The Sanctuary and the Mission of
the Church n Robert Banks, con-
ference ministerial director, will
explain the meaning of the sanctu-
ary as a revelation of the mission of
Christ to save the
world, and the part
we play in reaching a
lost world. The great
commission is as old
as the plan of salva-
tion in the heart of
God. Learn what
application this has for Adventists in
the last days.

Growing Disciples n Bonita
Shields, editor of the Sabbath
School Bible Study Guides, will be

asking questions like:
What does it mean to
be a disciple? How
does a person grow
as a disciple? What
does a growing disci-
ple look like?
Whether you are a

new Christian or have been one
your entire life, exploring these
questions will reap great rewards in
your relationship with Christ.

Becoming a Disciple and Living to
Enjoy It n David Ripley, pastor of
the Austin (Texas) First church,
wants to know if your church has a
culture of discipleship or member-
ship? Do you know
how to be a disciple
before you do the
ministry of one?
Discipleship is for all
the followers of Christ.
You can live and enjoy
being a disciple!

Lessons from the Book of Acts on
a Discipleship Church n David
Ripley remembers the amazing
events that happened in the early
church relating to discipleship. Can
they happen today? Come and
study lessons for today’s church
from the Book of Acts. He encour-
ages attendees to read through Acts
in preparation for the class.

Mirror Image: Recreated in His
Image n Dean
Waterman, pastor of
the Chesapeake,
Redeeming Grace
Fellowship, and
Portsmouth churches
in Virginia, proposes

that becoming like Christ is more
than a wish, it’s God’s desire for us.
Through everyday spiritual practices,
we can be everything God desires.

Children’s Ministries n The chil-
dren’s divisions will be focusing on
the life of Jesus and what it’s like
to experience times and customs
from His day. Games, crafts, 
stories, and music will reflect
Jerusalem at the time of Christ.
Most importantly, teachers and
leaders will emulate His love and
attention to the young ones under
their care. Parents are welcome to
accompany their child on an imagi-
nary journey through heaven on
Sabbath afternoon.

The Wedgwood Trio was formed in autumn 1964
at Newbold College in England where members
were studying. Bob Summerour was from north
Georgia, while Jerry Hoyle and Don Vollmer hailed
from the mountains of western North Carolina. With
Summerour alternately on five-string banjo and
lead guitar, Hoyle on the string bass and harmoni-
ca, and Vollmer on guitar, the trio sang its way
through the British Isles and Europe, and over the
next five years in every part of the United States,
performing at colleges, churches, convocations,
and camp meetings. 

Summerour is a psychiatrist, Hoyle a clinical psy-
chologist, and Vollmer a pastor, all living within miles
of each other in Southern California. However, one
weekend or so a month, and during their vacations,
they are off together again somewhere in the world,
still sharing those favorite, familiar Wedgwood
songs. Potomac is proud to have them share their
ministry during camp meeting. 

Potomac Praise is a select male ensemble from
within the conference. They will gather for an excit-
ing first-time performance. Professional musicians
Michael Dortch, Joe Fordham, Javier Gonzalez, Dan
Pabon, Desmond Pierre-Louis, Brian Ringer, Clever
Salazar, and Ronald Woodfork, accompanied by
Rick Labate and under the direction of Joelle Ringer,
will share a variety of music to the glory of God. 

Both groups perform on Saturday at 3 p.m.

Sabbath Musical Concert
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It is always exciting when guests come to visit. Whether family or friends, 
a large or small group, I look forward to and enjoy company. Plans are

made, food is prepared, the house is cleaned; you make sure everything is
ready. This was certainly the atmosphere as our student body anticipated

the visit of students and staff from
Pine Forge Academy (PFA) for ves-
pers. Though the two schools are 
just 30 miles apart, and though they
have both been in operation for more
than 50 years, the two had never
come together in worship prior to this
school year. 

This visit took a great deal of preparation. Chaplains Ricardo Woolcock from
PFA and our own David Ferguson brought student leaders from each school
together to brainstorm and plan the vespers program. There were songs to
choose, talks to plan, skits to create, all done by our students! They were
thrilled to have this opportunity, and they put their very best into the event.

When the day finally arrived, and the PFA group came to
our campus, you could feel the excitement. We had come
together to praise God, and praise God we did! The joy of
the music that was presented was incredible. The passion of
the speakers was intense. The message of the drama was

clear. The energy throughout the evening was high, and the praises were even higher. Many students
have shared with me what a powerful worship experience it was for them and that we must
do this again. All I can say to that is Amen!

Joint Worship With Pine Forge Academy Inspires Students

Class of 2009 Performs “Made for Music” 

The junior class recently presented a program titled
“Made for Music” as part of Junior Presentation week-

end. The program featured a series of musical vignettes
highlighting selections from classic musicals such as My

Fair Lady and
The Sound of
Music, as well
as popular
songs from the
first half of the
20th century.

Under the
direction of
Nancy
Manente, art,
home eco-
nomics, and
textiles

teacher, the unique variety of
songs was tied together with
themes of love and humor.
Nearly all class members
were involved in the produc-
tion, planning, organizing,
acting, or musicianship. The
program closed with the 
students singing their class
song, an original piece written
by several class members,
followed by the unveiling of
the class banner.

A big thanks goes out to
all the parents, students,
and sponsors who helped
make this excellent evening
possible.—Dan Wagner (’09)

MAY 2008

Spencer R. Hannah
Principal

Carmela Payne of BMA, Kedeen Okumu-
Camerra from Pine Forge Academy (PFA),
Salome Owusu-Frimpong of BMA, and
Jessica Page of PFA enjoyed the opportu-
nity to socialize and praise the Lord during
their schools’ second joint worship.

Juniors Sabrina Desir, Katie Paris, Carly 
Reed, and Salome Owusu-Frimpong perform
“Wouldn’t it Be Loverly” from My Fair Lady.

Emily Ferguson and Jeff Baker
perform “Lonely Goatherd”
from Sound of Music.
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Students Take Leadership Roles at Music Fest

If you fail to read this article because you think it is
just a recap of the same type of event that gets

reported in the same way, you will miss a very impor-
tant secret. It has been well reported that more than
140 students from all over Pennsylvania in grades 5
through 10 recently participated in choral, band, and
individual performances during the two-day Music
Fest. Many people also know that the students
“endured” repeated practice in a 180-plus-member
choir; countless stops and starts in band; and long
lines in the café, but those are not the undisclosed
details of this year’s event.

Even the fact that students made friends, laughed,
took pictures, ran through a giant inflatable obstacle
course, got a rousing “Amen!” during the sacred wor-
ship hour, or felt nervous during individual perform-

ances, did not make this activity unique. You might
think that the secret of Music Fest is that two
extremely talented musicians directed the partici-
pants: Eric Engen (band), and Hector Flores (choral),
but as special as these gentlemen are, they are not
the secret. The unique yet seldom-mentioned part of
Music Fest is how it comes together and flows under
the direction of … teenagers!

The reason this fact is seldom the focus is because
Blue Mountain Academy has an established environ-
ment that assumes its students can be entrusted with
responsibilities that most adults would cringe at giv-
ing to a teenager. Because its mission is to provide a
distinctly Seventh-day Adventist education that leads
students into lives of service for God, they are com-
fortable giving a junior girl—in this case, Katie Paris—
the responsibility of co-coordinating all aspects of 
the weekend; a junior boy—Richard Morgan—the

responsibility of
writing, editing,
and producing a
video introduc-
tion; a junior
girl—Emily
Ferguson—the
responsibility 
of reading the
script; and
another junior
boy—Justin
McAuliffe—the
job of accom-
panying the
choir. Countless other students also joined in playing
and singing. In addition, BMA student resident assis-
tants were entrusted with helping to see that our
guests were comfortable and well rested.

This year’s festival is a reminder that BMA isn’t just
preparing leaders for tomorrow; it is opening doors for
them to be leaders today. Through Sergio Manente and
David Ferguson’s unique leadership program, Paul
Matthews and Chuck Castle’s work program, the
National Honor Society sponsored by Doug Stewart,
the Aerial Aires gymnastics team under the direction of
Danny Vargas, music touring groups under Engen and
Flores, or the Learning Support Center led by Tracy
Dawes, students are being encouraged to unleash their
God-given talents in a way that will impact their world
and honor the Holy God.

So that’s the secret of this year’s Music Fest: acad-
emy students living lives of influence. To find out how
you can unleash your child’s abilities, visit www.bma.us.
Their tomorrow will never be the same!—David Morgan

Kristen Kramer and Emily Schock, from Blue Mountain
Elementary School, were excited to participate in the weekend
events of Music Fest.

Senior Joseph Walters played percussion
with Jacob Fowler from Blue Mountain
Elementeary School..
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Academic Excellence Honored at Awards Chapel

Professor Publishes Book on Black Missionaries

Various academic departments at Columbia Union
College (CUC) presented students with awards and

scholarships for their outstanding academia, leadership,
and community service during a recent awards chapel.
Among them were 25 full-time, first-year students who
each had a 3.5 GPA or above. They also received nomi-
nation into the National Freshman Honors Society
known as Phi Eta Sigma.

“We celebrated excellence today in our students and
their academic achievements,” said interim academic vice
president Joan Francis. Recognition was also given to
juniors and seniors who ranked in the top 10 percent of
their class and held good academic and social standing.

During the ceremony, the newest honor society on
campus, known as Lambda Pi Eta, Chi Pi, was intro-
duced. This group honors communication students who
achieve excellence in their studies within their discipline. 

Students were very excited about their peers’
accomplishments. “It was nice to see the students
being celebrated for their hard work,” said Louri Aaron,
senior Counseling Psychology major. 

Keynote speaker Alayne Thorpe, vice president for
education at Griggs University and International
Academy, challenged students to be curious, inspira-
tional, enthusiastic, and, more importantly, to under-
stand their faith. She also encouraged students to take
a proactive role in helping grow the church. “The
Adventist Church needs the involvement of graduates
and students in local churches, communities, and the 
political environment,” she said.

Carol Hammond, PhD (below), a CUC adjunct 
professor, recently wrote Precious Memories of

Missionaries of Color, a
book about the lives of
African-American mission-
aries. The 460-page
paperback is a compilation
of letters and stories col-
lected from more than 100
missionaries of color from
1892 to present day.
According to Hammond,
the idea for the project

sprang from conversations with long-time friends
who recounted similar experiences of sharing their
faith with people in other countries. 

“There were some marvelous experiences that we felt
had to be shared,” said Hammond. “The book is written
for everybody, and I hope it will inspire others to share
their faith and embark on mission trips of their own.’”

Hammond and her husband, James, former chair of
CUC’s Department of Psychology, served as missionaries
in Africa for 13 years, and she included several of their
experiences in the book. “We thought we were going
there to serve them but
interacting with the people
drew us closer to the Lord,”
said Hammond. “We saw
what it was like to give our
lives to those who needed
us and it enriched our lives.” 

Proceeds from the sale
of the book will go toward
scholarships for students
who desire to do the work
of God. The book can be
purchased at amazon.com
or through you local
Adventist Book Center.
—PR Staff 
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Many students were honored for their academic achievement
during an awards chapel service.
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Our senior pastor recently preached a sermon on the second coming. It was right on target, the focus where it
needed to be. Are we ready for Jesus to come? At Spencerville Adventist Academy (SAA), a core part of our

mission statement reads: “To provide a distinctively Seventh-day Adventist education …” As we near the end of
another school year, it is with deep satisfaction that I know our teachers have been teaching the distinctive mes-
sage of the Adventist Church. It is so comforting to hear a second-grader say, “I love Jesus and I
want Him to come back soon,” or to watch a junior take a stand for Jesus Christ in front of her
peers. These are examples of what it means to be ready for His soon return. 

The end-time clock is moving closer to that glorious event, and it is so comforting for me to
know that my children are hearing the same message at school, home, and church. I challenge
you to consider the messages that your children are receiving. Do whatever it takes to bring them
into alignment. If your child is in an Adventist school, make a point of thanking their
teacher for the daily commitment they make to your child and the message of our church.

Helping Our Children Be Ready for Christ’s Return

Basketball Players 
Travel to Texas

Brian Kittleson 
Principal

Spencerville’s varsity basketball teams recently
traveled to Keene, Texas, to participate in the

annual basketball tournament sponsored by
Southwestern Adventist University. This year, there
were 24 teams in each division competing, 12 girls
and 12 boys. The Spencerville Hornets competed in
the large school category. 

Spencerville boys took second place overall and
were undefeated until the championship game on
Saturday night. Spencerville girls placed fourth overall
and won the Spirit Award for exhibiting qualities of
teamwork, leadership, and sportsmanship at all times
during their games and interactions with others. 

Fourteen parents and two alumni also made the
trip to support the SAA students. “The character,
behavior, and talents of our students were wonder-
ful,” remarked one parent. All students agreed that
the weekend was a fantastic experience to meet new
friends, visit with old ones, and connect—spiritually
and physically—with their peers.  

M AY 2008

SAA’s varsity boys basketball players placed 
second overall at the annual tournament sponsored 

by Southwestern Adventist University (Texas).

SAA’s Lady Hornets were excited to earn the Spirit Award.

Filipino American Club Hosts Culture Night 

The women at Halcyon Hall
recently hosted the first Mother

and Daughter Weekend. Under the
title “The Master’s Jewels,” the
event was designed for all female
students living both on and off
campus. The spirit-filled weekend
featured uplifting worship services
and special activities.

“We wanted female students to
know how precious they are in
God’s eyes and in ours,” said
Adrienne Matthews, dean of
women. “The process of becoming
a jewel is intense, and some of our
young women have been through
intense situations.”

Matthews planned the event
along with Nemeka Mason, first-
year residence life coordinator.
Wendy Wray, Women’s Ministries
director for the Metropolitan church
in Hyattsville, Md., offered the
keynote address during the Friday

night vespers service. The event
culminated on Sunday with a 
luncheon held in the Columbia
Union Conference banquet hall in
Columbia, Md. At the luncheon,
speaker Debbie Eisele (left), pastor
at the campus’ Sligo church, chal-
lenged attendees to remember the
value that God has for all of His
children. Jean Warden, vice presi-
dent of student life and retention,
hopes that the weekend will
become an annual event.

“We want to help students
embrace the idea that they have
jewel-like qualities, and value, and
that they have a rightful place in
God’s kingdom,” said Matthews.
The next Mother and Daughter
Weekend is scheduled for March
27-29, 2009.—PR Staff

Crystal Courtney, a senior biology major,
and her mother enjoy their time together.

The Filipino American Student Association (FASA), one of CUC’s most
active campus clubs, hosted its second annual Philippine Culture Night

in the atrium of the campus’ Sligo church.
An opening reception featured a variety of delicious Filipino cuisine, includ-

ing fresh butter lettuce and pansit wraps, egg rolls, cassava pudding, can-
taloupe tea, and more. Club members used a skit to explain the Filipino cul-
ture and heritage. Lloyd Yutuc, director of CUC’s bookstore and FASA faculty
sponsor, and his wife, Ellen, helped prepare the food and organize the event.

“It’s an important event that shares the rich heritage of the Philippines,”
explains David Hughes, junior Health and Fitness Management major. “It is
a fun, interactive, educational experience that is meant for all.”

At the end of the night, the audience was invited to join participants up
front in a cultural song and dance. “It was nice to remember the traditions and
get back in touch with my heritage,” said Joy Casey, director of the School of
Graduate and Professional Studies MBA program.—Michael Martell

CUC students perform a traditional
Filipino dance with bamboo sticks during
the Philippine Culture Night.

May
2-4 Graduation Weekend
11-16 Xtreme PSP Class 
12 Summer Session I Starts
26 Memorial Day—No Classes, 

Offices Closed
31 CUC Sabbath
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Halcyon Hall Hosts First Mother 
and Daughter Weekend “Xtreme” Program

Offers One-Week
College Courses
The School of Graduate and
Professional Studies (SGPS) will
offer three-credit college courses
in one week through a program
called Xtreme PSP. Those who
enroll can complete their general
education requirements and take
one step closer to completing
their degrees. Program dates are
May 11-16, June 8-12, and July
13-18. To register, contact the
SGPS at (877) 246-2225 or
sgps@cuc.edu. 
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Students Tune in to Christ at Annual Retreat 

The strong and welcoming spirit
of Spencerville Adventist

Academy’s staff and high school
leaders was ready as approximately
60 students cautiously entered the
SAA gym recently to attend
Academy Day 2008. Following reg-
istration and refreshments, the
morning moved quickly as students
made new friends and renewed old
acquaintances. Short icebreakers,
including towers built of drinking

straws and team taco building,
were followed by a worship service
presented by the Student Council.
Juniors Justin Calhoun and Jordan
Roe presented a video introduction
they prepared featuring the teach-
ing staff and SAA programs. Visiting
students participated in a small
group scavenger hunt, giving them
an overview of the campus.
Opportunities were also given for
the visitors to compete for academ-
ic and extracurricular scholarships. 

The Music Department, which
included bells, choir, and band, per-
formed a stellar show and a pre-
view of this year’s musical, Annie.
Following lunch, SAA’s Acrosquad
performed amazing feats of agility
and strength and then scholarship
awards were presented. The day
ended with a slideshow that cap-
tured the day’s events accompa-
nied by background music from the
newly formed SAA Jazz Band.

Everyone at SAA looks forward to
welcoming these students back
and hopes they are excited about
the prospect of attending the
school in the fall.—Rod Kerbs

Visiting students enjoyed a variety of
activities at Academy Days 2008.

A nd so, I petition to you that we get back to the basics. Ladies and gentlemen,
this is a Bible.” 

Gathered in the smoky lodge basement at Mt. Aetna Camp in Hagerstown, Md., more
than 70 Spencerville Adventist Academy youth recently mused over the simplicity of this
retreat opener. Elementary though it seemed, the weekend’s message yielded a challeng-
ing and profound effect. Strangers from the school halls turned into prayer partners, filling
the building with the Holy Spirit. An energetic hum of blended voices filled the room as
students used their imaginations to discuss thought-provoking Bible study questions. 

After an afternoon of community outreach, students eagerly shared tales of the 
miracles of serving others in Christ’s name. New life sprung up on dry bones. Filled with
hope and a purpose, an army awakened. The message was simple, the mission clear:
With a solid foundation, we are more than the future of the church; we are the church.

Sophomore Emily
Mastrapa presented spe-
cial music during the SAA
retreat at the Mt. Aetna
Camp in Hagerstown, Md.

National Honor Society Inducts New Members

Recently Spencerville’s chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS) was
pleased to induct 17 new members (pictured), with a total membership

now at 43. “We are proud of our students who display the qualities of
scholarship, leadership, service, and character that is so valued by the
NHS,” said NHS sponsor Nathan Hess.

Congratulations to the new members: Teddy Griffin, Benjamin Herzel,
Meagan Hess, Addison Hudgins, Brady Knott, Kaiya Kretschmar, Robert
Machado, Cassie Marroquin, Benjamin Mohn, Lisa Poirier, Sarah Quimby,
Jezreel Siarez, Ethan Snider, Andrew Stevens, Dana Straub, Meagan
Thompson, and Hosanna Tran.

May

29 8th-Grade Graduation
30 Senior Consecration
31 Senior Baccalaureate

June

1 Senior Commencement
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Prospective Students Experience Academy Life

Honorable Guest Treats Ringers to Rare Workshop

Achain of God-promptings culminated in an event
that began only as a dream for the Shenandoah

Valley Academy (SVA) Handbell Ensemble and their
director, Cynthia Coston. The event was an on-cam-
pus clinic with arguably the greatest name in the hand-
bell world: Kevin McChesney. This composer and
arranger of handbell music has more than 700 titles in
print. The ensemble has admired his music for a many
years and performed many of his compositions. To

them McChesney had
become “the person
to know” in the hand-
bell world.

Back in September
2007, an exciting but
improbable thought
occurred to Coston:

“Wouldn’t it be great
to have McChesney
work with us at SVA?”
By December, after
“an ongoing conversa-
tion with God,” Coston
felt impressed to send
a DVD of the group to
the handbell guru.
McChesney later told
the group “I receive many invitations, but after viewing
the DVD, I had an intuition—a ‘God-intuition’—about
this invitation.” 

A date opened in unexpected ways and he traveled
from his home in Colorado to the SVA campus for an
intense workshop with the ensemble. The group spent a
concentrated Friday rehearsing with the composer of the
works they love. “To have the tangible presence of the
music from our pages,” said Coston, “that just fills my
heart. This experience will be with the ensemble for the
rest of their lives.” She added, “We also found incredible
support in what has always been our main goal: to bring
glory to God. His Christian experience, the way he want-
ed the music to impact the listener, was so in line with
our philosophy. It was a true Christian connection.”

Sophomore Emily Myers says of the experience, “I
liked the way his illustrations made us laugh, but still
revolved around God.” Junior Kristen Dickerhoff (pic-
tured above right with senior Tucker Coston) added,

“He was a lot different than I expected; not stern and
sober, but really nice, fun, and out there.”

The concert on
Sabbath afternoon
featured McChesney’s
compositions, some of
which he conducted.
Among the comments
shared with the audi-
ence, McChesney
said, “We began
rehearsing at 9 a.m.
yesterday, and by 9:10
I knew that I was not
working with a youth
group; I was working
with a group of musi-
cians.” He added,
“They gave 10,000
percent all day. I think
it’s because they are lit up from within.”

McChesney was so impressed with the group and
their director that he extended to them a rare invitation
to come to Colorado Springs to work with his group,
perform, and hold area clinics. “This group is poised on
the edge of something,” claimed McChesney. “They
have the capacity to change the handbell world.” 

As great a challenge as a trip to Colorado seems, the
group has learned not to underestimate divine workings.
They have seen in this experience the clear hand of
God. They cannot wait to see what will happen next.

 www. s henandoahva l l e y a c ademy. o r g
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HAPPENINGS
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SVA’s ringers enjoyed their time with composer Kevin McChesney
and look forward to future experiences with him.

SVA Handbell Ensemble director
Cynthia Coston sent a DVD to 
handbell guru Kevin McChesney that
resulted in a workshop with him.
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Sophomore Jordan Ross concen-
trates on the music.
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Education is about ministry, and Takoma Academy’s (TA) distinct ministry is to offer Seventh-day Adventist edu-
cation. As we approach the end of time and Christ’s soon return, a lot of questions are being raised about the

importance of Adventist education. “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon
the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1 Tim. 4:1, NIV). 

Surveys always confirm the excellence of our education and its performance above the public
sector, yet there is still a lack of commitment. Some people prefer sending their children to other
Christian schools or public schools because of the multitude of programs they offer, most of
which Adventist schools cannot afford. I don’t believe that’s how things should be. Nonetheless,
TA will continue to share its academic excellence without compromise, and we pray that
the commitment to Adventist education will grow despite the devil’s attempts to weaken it. 

Adventist Education Needs Your Support 

C. Dunbar Henri
Principal

M
AY

20
08

NEWS
16 Inducted Into National Honor Society 

Congratulations are in order for the new members of
TA’s National Honor Society (NHS) chapter: Ryan
Cephas, Tamanda Chanza, Tiffany Coates, Luke Hecht,
Steven Holness, Ashley Horne, Whitney Hucks, Kelsea
Malin, Elyssa Nascimento, Noelle Reid, Darnell Robin,
Rachel Rupert, Cheryl Simpson, Brandon Singh,
Lashawn Thomas, and Sheri Thorn. The celebratory
event included a complimentary dinner for inductees,
their parents, and friends put on by NHS leadership
and a subsequent induction service was filled with
messages by school and NHS leaders. 

Graduation Services Planned
TA’s upcoming graduation will be filled with blessings

as usual. The weekend begins with Consecration at
Sligo church in Takoma Park, Md., at 7 p.m., Friday,
June 6. The Sabbath morning Baccalaureate will also
take place at Sligo church, starting at 11:15 a.m. The
guest speaker will be Willie Oliver (top, right), Family
Ministries director for the North American Division
(NAD). Oliver’s 20 years of service to the Adventist
Church have included being a youth and senior pastor,
a conference and union director for Youth and Family
Ministries, and NAD director of Pathfinder and Camp

ministries. Oliver and his wife,
Elaine, have two children who are
TA graduates: Jessica (’05) and
Julian (’08).

Commencement on Sunday,
June 8, will take place in the
school’s J.P. Laurence Auditorium,

starting at 10
a.m. The guest
speaker will be Washington
Johnson II (left), Message magazine
editor. Johnson’s pastoral ministry
spans more than two decades. He
currently serves as a chaplain
(Lieutenant Commander) in the
U.S. Navy Reserve assigned to the

Naval District in Washington, D.C. He and his wife,
Joyce, are parents to 9-year-old Washington III. 

TA Today is published in the Visitor by Takoma Academy
8120 Carroll Ave., Takoma Park, MD 20912 n Phone: (301) 434-4700
Principal, C. Dunbar Henri n www.ta.edu

Calendar

May
4 SAT Testing
5-9 Teacher Appreciation Week
7 Asian Pacific Assembly
15, 18 Fine Arts Spring Production
19 Finance and Board Appreciation Dinner
22 Junior/Senior Banquet
28 Academic Awards Assembly
30 Spring Picnic

Spiritual Dedication Service, 7 p.m.
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Bulletin Board

EMPLOYMENT

COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA,
OB/GYN PHYSICIAN NEEDED:
Solo OB/GYN physician in
Columbus, Neb., is seeking a 
committed and compassionate 
partner to join rapidly expanding
practice. Please submit CVs
and/or questions to 
cwhc@frontiernet.net. Visit our
website at www.columbuswomens
healthcare.com.

CHILDREN'S PASTOR
POSITION AVAILABLE
at the Florida Hospital church.
Duties will include Children's 
Ministries at the church as well as
chaplain responsibilities at Orlando
Junior Academy and the Children's
Academy at Loch Haven. Seeking 
a fun, energetic, creative individual
who loves children's ministry, knows
how to delegate, and is open to 
new ideas. For more information,
call (407) 898-0451. Email your
resume with references to
andy.mcdonald@flhosp.org, fax to
(407) 896-5518, or mail to 2800 N.
Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 32804.

SEEKING QUALIFIED 
WORKING CHEFS AND COOKS
for coed boarding schools in the
Pacific Northwest. We are looking
for talented, spiritual, and motivat-
ed people who enjoy working with
and teaching our youth. Please
send your resume to 
sunny.furtado@xlmgt.com or fax
(503) 990-8181.

MISCELLANEOUS

PREPAID PHONE CARDS:
Featuring a variety of cards for
continental USA or international
countries. USA cards range from
1c to 2.8c. Some cards have no
fees or expiration dates. Excellent
gifts for students or travel.
Benefits ASI/Christian education.
Call for information packet from 
L J PLUS, (770) 441-6022 or 
(888) 441-7688.

SPONSOR A CHILD!
$25 a month can send a child 
in India to an Adventist school. 
It pays for tuition, housing, food,
clothes, and medical. Adventist
Child India is an official project 
of the Southern Asia Division of
Seventh-day Adventists. Call
(443) 430-0476 or visit
www.adventistchildindia.org or
email childcare@sud-adventist.org.

EVANGELISM 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY:
Spread the message of God's 
love via the World Wide Web. 
Join churches from around the
globe. Experience PondTV Media,
video-on-demand, and podcast-
ing. Try our video/audio streaming
services for free. 30-day free trial.
For more information, contact
urick@churchpond.com or visit
www.churchpond.com/service.

BOOKSTORE/
PUBLISHING COMPANY
looking for future owner/partner;
over 200,000 Adventist titles.
Includes 25 acres, office/ware-
house buildings, two homes, 
and garden/orchard. Visit 
www.star-of-the-north.com or
contact Matt, (303) 810-2145.

WANTED: GARAGE TO RENT:
One- or two-car garage, in a
secure location, for storage of 
one or two classic cars, prefer-
ably within 30 miles of College
Park, Md. Contact Lynn Rumble
at (301) 275-3776.

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC
SERIES OR HEALTH SEMINAR?
Have questions? Need affordable,
professionally prepared handbills,
brochures, signs, banners, and
mailing services? Call customer
service toll-free at (800) 274-0016
or visit www.handbills.org. You
deserve the best with confidence
and peace of mind. Your friends
at Hamblin's HOPE deliver on
time!

PHONECARDLAND.COM 
10% DISCOUNT. 
Home of the pinless/rechargeable
True Minutes phonecard. True
Minutes long distance service is 
1.9 cents/minute including UK 
and Canada. No tax, no fee, 
no expiration. Visit 
www.phonecardland.com and
choose the best plan for all your
phone calls around the world. 
User-friendly/secure. Email
sales@phonecardland.com. 
Call (863) 216-0160.

CROSSROADS 
ADVENTIST SCHOOL
is a Christian elementary Pre-K 
to 8th-grade school in Ellicott 
City, Md., providing quality 
education. We promote character
building through a biblically cen-
tered curriculum, competence
through academic excellence, 
and creativity through various 
venues of artistic expression. 
Join us! Karohn Young, principal;
contact: (866) 715-7752;
CASPrincipal@yahoo.com.

REAL ESTATE

SABBATICAL-SUITES.
Completely furnished turnkey
apartment in quiet New England
home on peaceful farm in Maine.
Short walk to the sea. Peaceful
solitude for time to commune with
God, nature, and your own soul.
Available for a few days to a few
months. Call (207) 729-3115 for
brochure and rates.

WWW.CHRISTIANHOME
FINDERS.COM
(formerly Adventist-Realtor.com) 
is a nationwide real estate 
referral service, assisting church
members and employees in the
process of buying or selling
homes. We have a network of
nearly 300 Seventh-day 
Adventist realtors—ready to 
serve you. Call Linda Dayen at 
(888) 582-2888, or go to
www.ChristianHomeFinders.com.
More realtors are welcome!

SOUTHERN COUNTRY LIVING
at Johnston Estates—92 acres 
to develop—130-plus lots and
homes for sale. Lots priced at
$45,000+, homes at $175,000+.
Spec. and owner homes available.
All utilities, low taxes, flexible
financing. Four miles from
Southern Adventist University.
Adventist churches, schools, and
ABC available. 15 minutes to mall
and stores. Moderate climate,
great people, and great place to
live. Call David Job, (770) 601-
6356 or Herman Harp, (423) 
315-2661. No Saturday calls.

FREE MISSION 
AVIATION STORIES!! 

Contact:
Adventist World Aviation 

for a free 
quarterly newsletter. 

Write: 
Adventist World Aviation

Box 251
Berrien Springs, MI 49103

Email:
info@flyawa.org 

Register online:
www.flyawa.org

Advertising Guidelines and Rates
The Columbia Union Visitor accepts classified advertising as a service to
its members. Announcements for Adventist church-sponsored events,
legal notices, and obituaries will be printed without charge on a space-
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refuse or discontinue advertisements at any time and may edit classified
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inside the union and $125 outside the union, with a maximum word
count of 75. Ads must be placed a minimum of four weeks before the
issue date, which is the first of every month.

Word count is based upon the spaces between words in normal usage.

Display Advertising: For rates and information, go to 
www.columbiaunion.org/go/advertising, or call toll-free 
(888) 4-VISITOR (local, 410-997-3414 or 301-596-0800) and ask for
Beth Michaels at ext. 574.

HOSPITALIST 
OPPORTUNITIES

IN NORTH GEORGIA

Gordon Hospital 
is seeking board certified
physicians with 5+ years 

experience practicing 
classical IM medicine. 

New Hospitalist program 
starting summer 2008: 

69-bed facility, 8 ICU beds
79 physicians on active staff,
avg. census 20-22 patients. 

Employment with 
starting salary: 205K. 

Bonuses, benefits, etc. 

Outstanding Adventist 
elementary and high school

within community. 
Southern Adventist University 

within 45 minutes. 

To learn more contact: 

bonnie.shadix@ahss.org
(800) 264-8642 

www.gordonhospital.com
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SERVICES

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
PODIATRIST:
Dr. Scott Nutter—highly trained,
experienced, and board certi-
fied—is available in several loca-
tions to help your foot/ankle 
problems, including arthritis, heel
pain, spurs, diabetes, callouses,
ingrown nails, sprains, fractures,
warts, bunions, etc. Surgery, if it
is needed, at Adventist hospitals.
Laurel-(301) 317-6800;
Greenbelt-(301) 345-5200; or
Columbia-(410) 531-6350.

WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLES
DATING.COM
Free 14-day trial! Join thousands
and thousands of active Adventist
singles online. Free chat, search,
detailed profiles, and match 
notifications! Date chat, two-way 
compatibility match, 10 photos,
and confidential online mail.
Witnessing opportunities to the
world through articles, friendships,
chat, and forums. Since 1993.
Adventist owners. Thousands of
successful matches. Top ranked.

MOVING?
Special Adventist rates and 
guarantees! Air Van
NorthAmerican is a nationwide
mover. Whether you're moving 
a few items or a truckload, don't
move before calling Air Van. It 
will assure peace of mind and a
cost-effective move. Please call 
(800) 525-1177 to speak with 
a representative.

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?
Before you rent a U-Haul and 
do it yourself, check our price 
and save yourself the hassle. 
Plan ahead now and reserve a
time. Fast, direct, and economi-
cal. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard
Furniture & Moving, 610 S.
Mechanic, Berrien Springs, MI
49103; 8-11 p.m., E.T., (269)
471-7366 or cell (248) 890-5700.

SINGLE AND OVER 40?
The only interracial group 
exclusively for all singles over 40.
Stay home and meet new friends 
in the United States, with a pen 
pal monthly newsletter of mem-
bers and album. For information,
send a large, self-addressed,
stamped envelope to ASO40 or
Ebony Choice ASO40, 2747
Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
DENTIST:
David Lee, DDS, FAGD, has 
practices located in Silver 
Spring and Ellicott City, Md. 
He is extensively trained in
implant, cosmetic, TMD/TMJ,
sedation, and laser dentistry. 
Dr. Lee is an associate fellow with
the American Academy of Implant
Dentistry, as well as many other
certifications. For appointments
call: (410) 461-6655 in Ellicott
City or (301) 649-5001 for Silver
Spring. Mention this ad and
receive 10% discount on all serv-
ices (excluding third-party payers). 
Our office is a participating
provider with Adventist Risk
Management. We welcome 
new patients.

MOVE WITH AN AWARD- 
WINNING AGENCY.
Apex Moving & Storage partners
with the General Conference 
to provide quality moves at a 
discounted rate. Call us for your
relocation needs. Adventist 
beliefs uncompromised. Call 
Marcy Danté at (800) 766-1902 
for a free estimate. Visit us at 
www.apexmoving.com/adventist.

TRAVEL/VACATION

OUTER BANKS, N.C., BEACH
HOUSE FOR RENT:
Beautiful 4BR, 3.5BA beach house
for rent in Corolla. Great room,14 ft.
cathedral ceiling, hot tub, sleeps
13. Unobstructed view of lake, easy
walking distance to beach. $1,395
weekly July/August. Call (252) 261-
2326. Ask for Unit S266 or view
property at www.kittydunes.com.

ORLANDO SHORT-TERM
RENTAL HOME:
Lake front cottage, sleeps 2-6.
Newly redecorated, 3BR, 2BA.
Free access to swimming pool,
tennis courts, TV, DVD, VCR,
washer/dryer. Half-hour from 
theme parks, one hour from
beaches, minutes from two state
parks, Forest Lake church, and
hospital. Weekly/monthly rates. 
(240) 505-4359.

CAPE COD VACATION: 
An Adventist family will rent 
weekly, biweekly, etc., their 
lovely, fairly new, spacious, and
semi-contemporary vacation
home in beautiful Cape Cod,
Mass. 3BR, 1.5BA, Jacuzzi tub,
washer/dryer, cable TV, 
dishwasher, microwave, and a
great room with a cathedral beam
ceiling and skylights, an outdoor
shower, a huge deck, and fenced-
in backyard with a small swing 
set and a sandbox, on one-half
acre—just 900 ft. from a great
beach. Call (301) 596-9311.

VACATION ON 
KAUAI, HAWAII—
"The Garden Island.” Kahili
Mountain Park is a scenic 
mountain getaway located at the
base of Kahili Ridge. Just minutes
from popular Kauai attractions. 
The park has an assortment of 
1-4 room cabins with sleeping 
for 2-6 persons. See pictures 
and rates at www.kahilipark.org. 
Reservations: (808) 742-9921. 

FLORIDA LIVING: 
WHERE THE LIVING IS EASY!
Senior community near Disney/
beach. Ground level apts./rooms 
on 13.5 acres. Transportation/
housekeeping available. Church/
pool/shopping/activities; 3ABN,
Hope TV. Vacationers: Furnished
rentals—$45, $75/per night; 
minimum 3 nights. 2BR/2BA 
for $300 or $400/per week. 
(800) 729-8017; local (407) 
862-2646, ext. 24. Website: 
www.floridalivingretirement.com;
email: JackieFLRC@aol.com.

RVS!
RVs! Adventist-owned and 
-operated RV dealership has 
been helping Adventists for 
over 30 years. Huge inventory.
Courtesy airport pickup and on-
site hookups. Satisfied Adventist
customer list available. Call toll-
free: (888) 933-9300. Lee's RV
City, Oklahoma City. Visit our
website at www.leesrv.com or
email: LeesRVs@aol.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

KING'S HERALDS 
QUARTET 
IN CONCERT:
Wednesday, June 18, at 7:30
p.m. at the Hagerstown Adventist
Church, 11507 Robinwood Drive,
Hagerstown, Md. For additional
information: (301) 733-4411. 

COUNTRY LIVING IN 
SOUTHERN MARYLAND:
Rambler for sale on 5 wooded
acres. 3BR, 2.5BA, with finished
basement (BR, BA, REC RM);
deck; and two-car garage; stand-
by generator. Near Breath of Life 
and Waldorf churches; one-hour
commute to General Conference 
headquarters and Potomac ABC.
Call (240) 346-4248.

THE CARRENO 
CONNECTION

Real Estate Team

Your Best Resource for
Real Estate Information

BUYING?

Call us for a free copy of
Your First Home

SELLING?

Call us for a free copy of
Preparing Your Home to Sell

INVESTING?

Call us for a free copy of
The Millionaire 

Real Estate Investor

QUESTIONS?

Call us for free answers!

Mel & Lisa Carreno
Keller Williams Realty

(240) 485-0232
www.CarrenoTeam.com

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(800) 586 4669
phyllisnewman@realtor.com

www.MDsmartbuy.com

www.homesdatabase.com/
realestate

Website allows you to search
MD MLS database by price,
zip code, and have new list-

ings emailed to you.

Serving Maryland

Ask about our buy/sell 
program: Special pricing 

when you both buy and sell
from Phyllis.

Recipient of 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame

and 
RE/MAX Platinum Sales 

Awards 

RE/MAX Realty Centre, Inc.
(301) 774-5900

Selling Maryland homes 
since 1987.

DOLLY RECORD
ASSOCIATE BROKER

with
LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE, INC.

Over 16 years of excellence,
honesty, and integrity in 
the real estate market.

Dolly Record—exceeding
your expectations. 

Call for all your 
real estate 

needs.

(301) 384-8700 (office)
(443) 745-4017 (cell) 

Email: 
dolly.record@lnf.com

Successful Computer Dating
Exclusively for Adventists 

Since 1974

AADDVVEENNTTIISSTT CCOONNTTAACCTT

P.O. Box 5419
Takoma Park, MD 20913

(301) 589-4440

ADRA ANNUAL 
OFFERING, MAY 10.
ADRA has prepared a packet of
special materials for this year’s
Disaster, Famine and Relief
Offering (DFRO) May 10, with a
complete sermon, colorful poster,
children’s Sabbath School activi-
ties, offering call/bulletin sheet,
and more. DFRO kits were mailed
to church pastors, head elders,
and/or worship coordinators in
mid-April. Materials are also 
available at www.adra.org and
www.communityservices.org. 
Ten percent of this offering goes
to Adventist Community Services
for use in disasters in the United
States and Bermuda. Members
who want to donate specifically 
to one or the other may do so at
either website.

OLNEY CHURCH 30-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
will be held May 17, beginning 
at 10 a.m. and continuing
through the afternoon. All current
and former pastors, members,
and friends of Olney church and
school are invited. Church loca-
tion: 4100 Olney-Laytonsville
Road (SR 108), Olney, MD
20832. For more information,
phone the church at 
(301) 774-7733 or email us at 
info@olneysda.org.  

SABBATH SERVICES 
AT YELLOWSTONE 
NATIONAL PARK:
Mid-America Union, Rocky
Mountain Conference, and
Centura Health will be providing
Sabbath services at Yellowstone
National Park from May 31
through August 30. Please plan
to join these services if you will 
be visiting the park this summer.
For more information, contact
Rocky Mountain Conference,
(303) 282-3670.

JAIME JORGE
will present a Sabbath evening 
violin concert at the Hagerstown
(Md.) church May 10 at 7 p.m. 
His commitment as an ambassa-
dor for heaven shines through 
his music, as well as his spoken
testimony. Look for the table of
his recordings available for 
purchase, after sundown, 
following the concert. Church
location: 11507 Robinwood Dr.,
Hagerstown. For additional 
information, call (301) 733-4411.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
ACADEMY (SVA)
will host a dessert reception for 
all SVA alumni during Potomac
Conference Camp Meeting Friday,
June 20, at 6 p.m., in the former
Home Ec room on the lower level 
of the Student Center. All former
students and staff and their families
are invited to join us for this evening
of good food and fellowship.

MUSIC AT THE 2010
GC SESSION
in Atlanta, June 23 through July 3. 
Needed: high-quality sacred music
from vocalists, instrumentalists,
choirs, ensembles, etc. Please visit
www.gcsession.org for details and
application. Send all requested
materials to NAD Music
Coordinator, Attn: Ron Christman,
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver
Spring, MD 20904-6600. Deadline
for application: January 31, 2009.

OBITUARIES

GALLAGHER, Eunice Rowe,
born September 18, 1916, in
Michigan; died October 8, 2007, 
in Palm Springs, Calif. She taught
voice at Washington Missionary
College (now Columbia Union
College) in the 1940s, and
worked as an editor on L.E.
Froom's "Prophetic Faith of 
Our Fathers" at the Review and
Herald Publishing Assn. She was
a member of Sligo church for 
40-plus years and a resident of
Takoma Park, Md., for 60 years.
Survivors: a son, James (Jiggs)
Gallagher, and one granddaughter.

GRAHAM, Helen M.,
born July 2, 1918, in Duquesne,
Pa.; died February 7, 2008, in
Clearfield, Pa. She was a 
member of the Clearfield church
and graduated from Columbia
Union College (formerly
Washington Missionary College).
Helen taught church school in
Coudersport, Pa., prior to her
marriage. She is survived by a
son, Daniel R. Graham, and his
wife, Mary; three grandchildren,
Richard D. Graham and his wife,
Barbara, Dr. Michael E. Graham
and his wife, Dr. Nancy Graham,
and Ken J. Graham and his wife,
Maryam; and five great-
grandchildren. She was preceded
in death by her husband, John D.
Graham.

HOCKMAN, Joseph,
born January 21, 1937; 
died December 12, 2007, in
Hagerstown, Md. He was a 
member of the Hagerstown 
(Md.) church. He is survived 
by his wife, Evelyn Hockman.

HOBBS, William W. “Bill,”
born March 22, 1930, in
Newport, R.I.; died November 
24, 2007, in Tulsa, Okla. He 
was a member of the Mansfield
(Ohio) church. Bill was an elder,
deacon, Sabbath School teacher,
Health Ministries team leader, 
community outreach team leader,
and church school board mem-
ber. He is survived by his wife,
Donna; sons, Warren, Stephen,
and David Hobbs; daughters, 
Deborah McIntosh and Alison
Culver; 16 grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild.

KELCHNER, Danica,
born January 25, 1913, in
Saskatchewan, Canada; died
December 24, 2007, in Portland,
Ore. She was a member of the
Sunnyside church in Portland, 
Ore. Prior to moving to Portland,
in January 1995, Danica (Dannie)
was a member of the Charles
Town (W.Va.) church. She served 
as a pastor’s wife in the Potomac,
Chesapeake, and Pennsylvania
conferences, and also as a camp
nurse in Potomac and camp 
meeting nurse at Potomac and

SUNSET CALENDAR

May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30 Jn 7

Baltimore 8:08 8:15 8:21 8:26 8:31

Cincinnati 8:39 8:46 8:52 8:57 9:02

Cleveland 8:33 8:40 8:47 8:53 8:58

Columbus 8:35 8:42 8:48 8:54 8:58

Jersey City 8:01 8:08 8:14 8:20 8:25

Norfolk 8:01 8:07 8:13 8:18 8:22

Parkersburg 8:28 8:34 8:40 8:46 8:56

Philadelphia 8:04 8:10 8:17 8:22 8:27

Pittsburgh 8:24 8:31 8:37 8:43 8:48

Reading 8:08 8:14 8:21 8:26 8:31

Richmond 8:07 8:14 8:19 8:24 8:29

Roanoke 8:17 8:23 8:29 8:34 8:38

Toledo 8:41 8:49 8:55 9:01 9:12

Trenton 8:03 8:09 8:16 8:21 8:32

Wash., D.C. 8:09 8:15 8:21 8:26 8:31

Maryland Men 
of Faith

Presented by  
Personal Ministries 

Atholton and Baltimore First 
Seventh-day Adventist 

churches 

Upcoming Events:

Frank Bondurant
May 20 at 7 p.m.
Beltsville Church

Clifford Goldstein
July 29 at 7 p.m.

Baltimore First Church

Third Annual Conference
October 4 - All day

Mt. Aetna Camp and
Retreat Center

Hagerstown, Md.

www.mmof.org

For more information:

Email
mdmenoffaith@verizon.net

Phone 
(410) 465-6864

Baltimore First Church

WORKSHOP FOR NURSES

“Spiritual Encounters: Integrating Faith into Practice” 
June 20 in New Market, Virginia 

Fellowship, Music, Meal, Mini-spa, CEUs 

Visit www.adventistnursingconnection.org 
to learn more and to register, 

Or call
Linda Royer at (540) 477-9653
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CELESTE RYAN BLYDEN

Bulletin Board

Bind Us Together, Lord

One of the things I enjoyed most
about traveling to South Africa
was going to church. Here I was

15 airplane hours and six car hours away
from home, family, friends, my cat, 
my iPhone, and life as I know it. The 
people spoke 11 different languages
(“Sawubona” means hello in Zulu), drove
on the “wrong” side of the road (blame the English for that), and
ate white porridge (reminiscent of southern-style grits) as a sta-
ple. But when I got to church it seemed I had come home. There
were Pathfinders marching, veggie meats for Sabbath lunch, bap-
tisms, and music—lots of music. I knew I was with family when
they started singing “Higher Ground.” Though the members
sang in various languages, I knew the tune and happily added to
the cacophony of praise. 

It reminded me of my childhood in upstate New York, where
every Friday night my father would take to the piano to lead
us in what seemed like an endless concert for heaven that typi-

cally started with “Day is
Dying in the West.” I can’t
say I looked forward to it,
but it definitely became part
of my DNA. And now that I
have my own home, where
Austin and I often worship
in front of the computer
with Doug Batchelor and
Sac Central, I really miss it. 

WE ARE FAMILY
Another song they sang in South Africa helped me understand

why I felt so at home so far from home. The words were, “Bind
us together, Lord; Bind us together, Lord; Bind us together with
love.” No matter where we go in the world, Adventists are
bound together as a family of believers. We uphold the same doc-
trines, study the same Sabbath School lesson, sing the same
hymns, baptize and do communion the same way, and read the
same Spirit of Prophecy. Most importantly, you’ll find us focused
on the same mission—preparing people for Christ’s soon return. 

And though I often complain that I don’t want to see my church
left behind, I do cherish the things that make us uniquely and
familiarly Adventist—like worship. We may do it differently, and
in this age of technology, we may find new ways to do it, but it’s
nice to know we’re all reading—and singing—from the same page. 

Celeste Ryan Blyden (cryan@columbiaunion.net), assistant to the president
for communication, is also editor of the award-winning Visitor magazine. 

Celeste Ryan Blyden n Editor

Beth Michaels n Associate Editor for Newsletters

Kelly Butler Coe n Art Director & Designer

Sandra Jones n Copy Editor & Bulletin Board Editor

PUBLISHING BOARD: Dave Weigley (chair), Celeste Ryan 
Blyden (secretary), Raj Attiken, Seth Bardu, Larry Boggess,
Charles Cheatham, José Cortés, J. Neville Harcombe,
Ray Hartwell, James L. Lewis, Bill Miller, Rob Vandeman 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Visitor provides news and information, resources for effective
ministry, and insight on issues with a spiritual focus to help people
celebrate God's transforming grace in preparation for His return.

COLUMBIA UNION CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS n 5427 Twin Knolls Road, Columbia, MD 21045
(888) 4-VISITOR n http://www.columbiaunion.org

Free to Columbia Union members. All others—$15 per year.

COLUMBIA UNION CONFERENCE

Dave Weigley President
J. Neville Harcombe Executive Secretary
Seth Bardu Treasurer
Frank Bondurant Vice President/Ministry Development
Hamlet Canosa Vice President/Education
Walter Carson Vice President/General Counsel/PARL
Edward Motschiedler Special Asst. to the President
Celeste Ryan Blyden Asst. to the President/Communication
Rubén Ramos Asst. to the President/Multilingual Min.
Harold Greene Information Technology
Curtis Boore Plant Services
Peggy Lee Revolving Fund
Carol Wright Undertreasurer

CONFERENCES

ALLEGHENY EAST: Charles L. Cheatham, President; Robert Booker,
Visitor Correspondent; P.O. Box 266, Pine Forge, PA 19548.
Tel. (610) 326-4610 n www.myalleghenyeast.com

ALLEGHENY WEST: James L. Lewis, President; Bryant Taylor,
Visitor Correspondent; 1339 E. Broad St., Columbus, OH 43205.
Tel. (614) 252-5271 n www.awcsda.com

CHESAPEAKE: Rob Vandeman, President; (vacant), Visitor
Correspondent; 6600 Martin Rd., Columbia, MD 21044.
Tel. (410) 995-1910

MOUNTAIN VIEW: Larry Boggess, President; Brian Jones, Visitor
Correspondent; 1400 Liberty St., Parkersburg, WV 26101.
Tel. (304) 422-4581 n www.mtviewconf.org

NEW JERSEY: José Cortés, President; Laffit Cortés,
Visitor Correspondent; 2160 Brunswick Ave., Trenton, NJ 08648.
Tel. (609) 392-7131 n www.njcsda.org

OHIO: Raj Attiken, President; Nancy Barnett, Visitor
Correspondent; P.O. Box 1230, Mount Vernon, OH 43050.
Tel. (740) 397-4665 n www.ohioadventist.org

PENNSYLVANIA: Ray Hartwell, President; Tamyra Horst, Visitor
Correspondent; 720 Museum Rd., Reading, PA 19611.
Tel. (610) 374-8331 n www.paconference.org

POTOMAC: Bill Miller, President; Don Wood, Visitor
Correspondent; 606 Greenville Avenue, Staunton, VA 24401.
Tel. (540) 886-0771 n www.pcsda.org

COLLEGES

COLUMBIA UNION COLLEGE: Weymouth Spence, President; 
Scott Steward, Visitor Correspondent; 7600 Flower Ave.,
Takoma Park, MD 20912. Tel. (301) 891-4000 n www.cuc.edu

KETTERING COLLEGE OF MEDICAL ARTS: Charles Scriven,
President; Mindy Claggett, Visitor Correspondent; 3737 Southern
Blvd., Kettering, OH 45429. Tel. (937) 395-8601 n www.kcma.edu

HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS

ADVENTIST HEALTHCARE: William G. “Bill” Robertson, President 
& CEO; Ray Tetz, Visitor Correspondent; 1801 Research Blvd.,
Suite 400, Rockville, MD 20850. Tel. (301) 315-3030
www.adventisthealthcare.com

KETTERING ADVENTIST HEALTHCARE: Frank Perez, President
& CEO; Kathryn Stiles, Visitor Correspondent; 3965 Southern
Blvd., Kettering, OH 45429. Tel. (937) 395-8167
www.kmcnetwork.org

Published by the Columbia Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists. Printed at the Review & Herald Publishing Association.

Adventist® and Seventh-day Adventist® are the registered trade-
marks of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists ®.
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Chesapeake conferences. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, John E. Kelchner.
Survivors include: daughters,
Elizabeth Gerety of Damacus,
Ore.; Bonnie Jean Hannah of
Orlando, Fla., and Carol Barney 
of Martinsburg, W.Va.; six 
grandchildren, and 13 great-
grandchildren.

KILMER, FREDERICK T.,
born October 1, 1956, in
Carbondale, Pa.; died October 7,
2007, in a logger accident. He 
was a member of the
Tunkhannock (Pa.) church, where
he had served as an elder. Even
though he was a teenager at the
time, in 1972, he assisted in the
building of the church doing
whatever he could do. He was 
a graduate of Blue Mountain
Academy, Hamburg, Pa. He was
the son of Frederick Sr. and
Vernice Kilmer of Nicholson, Pa.
He is also survived by his wife,
Rebecca Grimaud Kilmer; sons
Jason (Heidi) Kilmer of Erie, Pa.
and Calvin (Michelle) Kilmer of
Oregon City, Ore.; his daughter,
Elissa (Ken) Jacob of Duncan,
S.C.; four grandchildren, Collin
and Ashton Kilmer and Seth 
and Bodhi Jacobs; his brother 
Richard Kilmer of Springville, Pa.;
his sisters, Deborah Benedick, 
of Tunkhannock, and Shelly
(Jeffery) Gaul of Virginia; and
several nieces and nephews.

Are you a 
professional 

student,
freelancer,

or communicator
working in the 

communication field? 
n print
n broadcast
n technology
n public relations
n education
n radio

JO IN THE

Society of 
Adventist

Communicators

www.adventistcommunicator.org

To get information and 
electronic newsletters, email:

info@adventistcommunicator.org

NEXT CONVENT ION:

Denver 
October 9-12, 2008




