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God Versus the Red Dragon
Taashi Rowe

With its bottomless labor pool of 1.3 billion people, atheist,
Communist China has emerged as the world’s second
largest economy. Still, despite all the trappings of its many
Westernized cities, millions of China’s inhabitants are 
rushing to mosques, churches and temples to learn more
about God. Why is this happening, and what can we 
learn from our brothers and sisters there?
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On the Web
Videos – Columbia
Union Story is a DVD
show produced by 
the Columbia Union
Conference and hosted

by president Dave Weigley. It features
inspiring stories of members and 
ministries that are 6-8 minutes each.
Watch them on our YouTube channel 
at youtube.com/ColumbiaUnion.

¿Habla español? – Visite columbiau-
nion.org/noticias y lea las noticias en
Español. Si tiene noticias o fotos que
desea compartir, mande un mensaje 
al correo electrónico de la Editora de
Noticias del Visitor, Taashi Rowe:
trowe@columbiaunion.net

Twitter – Follow us
@VisitorNews to get and
share breaking news 
tidbits in real time. 

Email News – To stay connected
between issues of the Visitor, sign up 
to receive our email news bulletin at 
columbiaunion.org/emailnews.

Facebook – Are you a fan of our Visitor
Facebook page? Connect with us at
facebook.com/ColumbiaUnionVisitor
and click the “Like” button. Then, share
your church and school news and 
photos, promote your upcoming events
or vote on next month’s question: 
How often do you exercise?

Visitor Facebook Poll

Source: facebook.com/ColumbiaUnionVisitor

Have you ever been on 
a mission trip?

Yes
60%

No
40%
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Editorial
DAVE WEIGLEY

Dreaming Joel’s Dreams

Irecently traveled to China with Raj Attiken,
president of the Ohio Conference, and Taashi
Rowe, Visitor news editor, who wrote this

month’s feature story. We went at the invitation
of Rebekah Liu, an ordained minister and
church leader, who implored us to come and see
the blessings and needs of her people. One
Sabbath we worshipped in a large city church
that could not seat the throngs who gathered. When the pews filled,
they sat on the floor. Bibles in hand, they listened intently to the mes-
sage, soaking up every word of truth. Knowing that religion is not pro-
moted in China, I was pleasantly surprised to learn that this was the
“mother” church of dozens of others in the region. Apparently it’s not
unusual to have 60, 70 or even 80 smaller churches grow from larger
churches. I was even more surprised to learn that it was not unusual
for such churches to be pastored by women who lead 5,000, 10,000 or
even 20,000 congregants.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
For some time I have

wondered what it would
be like to experience a
time when Joel’s prophecy
is reality: “… I will pour
out my spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daugh-
ters will prophesy …” (Joel
2:28, NKJV). Could this be
what’s happening in
China? And could this be

what Ellen White refers to when she says, “Before the final visitation of
God’s judgment upon the Earth, there will be among the people of the
Lord such a revival of primitive godliness as has not been witnessed
since apostolic times” (The Great Controversy, p. 424). 

How can that happen in the Columbia Union? Are we ready for it? In
speaking with Pastor Liu about her level of involvement and leadership
in ministry, one of the things she said stirred my heart: “Here, we rec-
ognize the calling of God irrespective of gender.” 

It challenged me to rethink my views about male and female roles in
ministry. We want to be unified with the world church, but should we
continue our current practice in order to do so? Can we, in good con-
science and without biblical impetus, promote uniformity as unity?

My prayer is that we would find a way to fully and equally empower
our sons and daughters who answer God’s call to prophesy in His name.

Dave Weigley (dweigley@columbiaunion.net) is president of the
Columbia Union Conference. 
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Newsline
CELESTE RYAN BLYDEN

Union Calls Special Constituency Meeting
At its May 17 meeting, the Columbia Union Conference Executive Committee received a report from an ad
hoc committee assigned to study how to affirm women in ministry. 

After discussing the report (included, in part, on p. 5), the committee voted:

1. To recognize its responsibility to act morally and ethically by expressing unyielding commitment to
ordain qualified persons to the gospel ministry without regard to gender, and 

2. To call a special constituency meeting for the purpose of authorizing ordination to the gospel ministry
without regard to gender, and

3. To set the meeting date for July 29, 2012, at 10 a.m., at a location to be determined in Maryland. 

The committee approved the motion by a vote of 34-6, with one abstention. 

“I believe this action represents our committee’s desire to move the mission forward, and we are calling this
special session to facilitate a wider conversation,” said Dave Weigley, union president, explaining the need
for input from the larger constituency.  

To help members understand the committee’s perspective, leaders will publish a special July issue of 
the union paper, the Visitor. It will provide a review of biblical, historical and Spirit of Prophecy guidelines
concerning the role of women in ministry. 

I believe this action represents our 
committee’s desire to move the mission 
forward, and we are calling this special 

session to facilitate a wider conversation.

’’
‘‘

—Dave Weigley
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Ad Hoc Report Bolsters Case for Women’s Ordination 

SCRIPTURE

A. Scripture is clear that the 
end-time church is blessed with the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all
believers (Joel 2:28-29 and Acts
2:17-18) [and] with the priesthood 
of all believers (1 Peter 2:9).

B. We are commanded to practice
justice in our actions and relation-
ships (Micah 6:8).

C. … In Eden, God created male
and female as equals, both spiritu-
ally and relationally, and both are
necessary to fully reflect the image
of God (2 Corinthians 5:17-20).

D. Multiple times throughout
Scripture God chose women to lead
His people (Deborah, Esther, Hulda,
Anna, four daughters of Philip,
Phoebe, Junia, etc.). 

DIVERSITY IN UNITY

A. We affirm that diversity in unity
“is part of the divine order for 
creation, redemption, restoration
and for the church (Ephesians 4,
John 17, 1 Corinthians 12:12).

B. We affirm God’s leading in 
utilizing the talents of women for 
the mission of the church. “When 
a great and decisive work is to be
done, God chooses men and
women to do this work, and it will
feel the loss if the talents of both are
not combined” (Evangelism, p. 469).

C. We understand that “there must
be room to recognize the need for 
a legitimacy of local adaptation of
policies and procedures that facili-
tate mission while not diminishing
the worldwide identity, harmony 
and unity of the Church” (GC Spring
Council 2012, 116-12G Report).

Note: All scriptural references 
are from the New King James
Version (NKJV).

HISTORY

A. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church was co-founded by a
woman, Ellen G. White, who remains
an authoritative and guiding voice.

B. At the General Conference
Session on December 5, 1881, a
motion was made: “RESOLVED,
That females possessing the neces-
sary qualifications to fill that position,
may, with perfect propriety, be set
apart by ordination to the work of 
the Christian ministry.” Reported in
Review and Herald, Dec. 20, 1881. It
appears there was no record of any
action taken. 

C. Ellen White wrote in the July 9,
1895, Review and Herald of a 
ministry that women, who gave
themselves to it, should be set
apart to this work by prayer and
laying on of hands.

D. … In 1975 an action was taken
to ordain deaconesses at GC
Session. In 1985 the action was
reaffirmed and in 2010 it was
recorded in the Church Manual.
Ordination of women elders was
approved in 1975 and reaffirmed 
at Annual Council in 1984.

E. The General Conference voted 
to authorize women to serve as
pastors (1990).

Read the full report at columbiaunion.org/2012SpecialConstituency.
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Noticias
CELESTE RYAN BLYDEN

La Unión convoca una reunión especial 
de la constituyente
En su reunión del 17 de mayo, el comité ejecutivo de Columbia Union recibió un informe del comité ad hoc,
al que se le asignó estudiar el tema de cómo afirmar a la mujer en el ministerio. 

Después de examinar el informe (que sigue a continuación), el comité votó:

1. Reconocer su responsabilidad de actuar moral y éticamente al expresar un compromiso inflexible
para ordenar a personas cualificadas para el ministerio del evangelio sin importar el género, y 

2. Convocar una reunión especial de la constituyente con el propósito de autorizar la ordenación al
ministerio del evangelio sin importar el género, y 

3. Fijar la fecha de la reunión para el 29 de julio de 2012, a las 10 a.m., en Maryland, en una localidad
que será determinada más adelante. 

El comité aprobó la moción por un voto de 34-6, con una abstención. 

“Creo que esta acción representa el deseo de nuestro comité de encaminar la misión hacia delante, y 
estamos convocando esta sesión especial para facilitar una conversación más amplia”, dijo Dave Weigley,
presidente de la Unión, al explicar la necesidad del aporte de la constituyente general.

Para ayudar a la feligresía a entender la perspectiva del comité, los líderes publicarán en el mes de julio, un
número especial de la revista de la Unión, Visitor. Éste proveerá un estudio de pautas bíblicas, históricas, 
y del Espíritu de Profecía en cuanto a la función de la mujer en el ministerio.

Creo que esta acción representa el deseo de nuestro 
comité de encaminar la misión hacia delante, y 

estamos convocando esta sesión especial 
para facilitar una conversación más amplia.

’’
‘‘

—Dave Weigley
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Informe del ad hoc sostiene caso para la ordenación
de la mujer 

LA ESCRITURA 

A. La Escritura es clara en que 
la iglesia de los últimos días es 
bendecida por el derramamiento 
del Espíritu Santo sobre todos los 
creyentes (Joel 2:28-29 y Hechos
2:17-18) [y] con el sacerdocio de
todos los creyentes (1 Peter 2:9).

B. Se nos manda que practiquemos 
la justicia en nuestras acciones y
relaciones (Miqueas 6:8).

C. … En Edén, Dios creó al hombre
y la mujer con igualdad, tanto espiri-
tual como relacional, y ambas son
necesarias para reflejar plenamente
la imagen de Dios (2da Corintios
5:17-20).

D. En varias ocasiones a través de
la Escritura, Dios eligió a mujeres
para dirigir a su pueblo (Débora,
Ester, Julda, Ana, las cuatro hijas 
de Felipe, Febe, Junias, etc.).

DIVERSIDAD EN 
LA UNIDAD

A. Afirmamos que la diversidad en
la unidad es parte de la orden divina
para la creación, redención, y res-
tauración de la iglesia. (Efesios 4,
Juan 17, 1ra Corintios 12:12).

B. Afirmamos la dirección de Dios
en utilizar los talentos de las muje-
res para la misión de la iglesia.
“Cuando ha de realizarse una obra
grande y decisiva, Dios escoge a
hombres y mujeres para hacer su
obra, y ésta obra sentirá la pérdida
si los talentos de ambas clases no
son combinados” (El evangelismo,
pág. 343).

C. Entendemos que “debe haber
lugar para reconocer la necesidad
de la legitimidad de la adaptación
de pólizas y procedimientos locales
que facilitan la misión de la iglesia
sin disminuir la identidad mundial, 
la armonía y la unidad de la iglesia”
(Reunión del consejo de la
Asociación General en la primavera
del 2012, informe 116-12G).

Nota: Todas las referencias de la
Biblia son de la Versión Reina Valera
Contemporánea.

LA HISTORIA 

A. La iglesia Adventista del
Séptimo Día fue cofundada por 
una mujer, Elena G. de White, 
que permanece como una voz 
conductora y fidedigna.

B. En la sesión de la Asociación
General del 5 de diciembre de 1881,
se hizo una moción: “Se acuerda
que las damas que posean las 
calificaciones necesarias para llenar
ese cargo pueden, con perfecta
propiedad, ser separadas por orde-
nación para la obra del ministerio
cristiano”. Informado en Review 
and Herald, 20 de diciembre de
1881. No parece haber registro de
ninguna decisión. 

C. Elena G. de White escribió el 
9 de julio de 1895, en Review and
Herald, de un ministerio en que las
mujeres que se entregaran a él,
“debieran ser separadas para esta
tarea por la oración y la imposición
de manos”.

D. … En 1975 se tomó un voto de
ordenar a las diaconisas en una
sesión de la Asociación General.
En 1985 se reafirmó el voto y en el
2010 se registró en el Manual de la
iglesia. La ordenación de mujeres
como ancianas se aprobó en 1975
y se reafirmó en el Concilio Anual
en 1984.

E. La Asociación General votó
autorizar que la mujer sirva como
pastoras (1990). 

Lea más en columbiaunion.org/ConstituyenteEspecial.
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Potluck
BETH MICHAELS

Where Are 
We Going?
Jan Paulsen

Have distractions drawn
Seventh-day Adventists away from
God-given priorities? Jan Paulsen,
who served as General Conference

president from
1998 to 2010,
reflects on such
questions and
addresses issues
such as the role 
of women in min-
istry, the loss of
our young people

and how to build relationships.
“What I’ve written here isn’t
advice I’ve gathered by research in
books. Rather, it’s the perspective
I’ve developed through a lifetime
of personal experience,” says 
the member of Chesapeake
Conference’s Spencerville church
in Silver Spring, Md. Order at
adventistbookcenter.com.

Never Scream
Hippo
Anton Dormer

Anton Dormer, an associate
professor of biology at Washington
Adventist University in Takoma
Park, Md., hopes this new take on
the popular Aesop fable The Boy
Who Cried Wolf will excite and
inspire children to always tell the
truth. “This book is unique in that

the story within can be illustrated
by the child,” explains this member
of the university
church, Sligo. This
is his first book in
the Illustrate-A-
Story series, with
the second one to 
be released this 
fall. Order at 
amazon.com.

What’s New?

Books >
New Lenses: How I
Met Jesus on MTV
Jared Renaud Taylor

“I hope to challenge readers to
move from membership to disci-
pleship and encourage [them] to
see more of Jesus in the things

around them; even in
places they wouldn’t 
naturally think to look,”
says Jared Renaud
Taylor, a member at
Potomac Conference’s
Restoration Praise
Center in Lanham, Md.
It was while watching

MTV that Taylor realized an
important aspect of worldly suc-
cess that can aid Christians in the
development of their relationship
with God. Read more and order at
newlensesbook.com. 

Mario and 
Nanthley Martinez
Mifflintown (Pa.) Church

Mario: When the turmoil of life
seems overwhelming, I feel His
hands over my shoulders, pulling
me closer into that relationship that
He wants with me. Nanthley: I feel
like a weight has been taken off my
shoulders, and I can breathe freely.

Welcome to the Family

According to a recent Gallup poll, the
top-two metropolitan U.S. cities for
overall well-being are located inside 
the Columbia Union:

#1 – Lancaster, Pa.
#2 – Charlottesville, Va.
Source: U.S. News & World Report, March 2012

Did You Know?



On the Web

Facebooked >

Pierre Epsilonn 
I feel that true 
spiritual growth is 
a long-term thing. 
I don’t expect any

more spiritual growth from camp
meeting than from a sermon,
serious Bible study discussion(s)
or revival weekend at church.
What is different is the corporate
body ... worshiping with people
that love God, that you don’t 
normally see, is a different 
and refreshing experience ...
especially depending on that
place and church you are coming
from.—Restoration Praise Center,
Lanham, Md.

Ohio Conference 
of Seventh-day
Adventists

Single, divorced 
or want to connect
with other Ohio
Conference

Adventist singles? Check out the
recently added Ohio Adventist
Singles Fellowship page.

Pennsylvania
Conference of
Seventh-day
Adventists

Little girls attended
this year’s princess
tea with their moms
and grand moms.

They learned that no matter who
you are or what you enjoy doing,
every girl is God’s princess—at the
Hamburg Community church.

What You Bring to the Table

In the Spotlight > Crossroads
Adventist Preparatory School

ANCHORED IN CHRIST: Crossroads Adventist Preparatory School
carries on a long tradition of Christian education sponsored by
Chesapeake Conference’s Baltimore First church in Ellicott City, Md.
Crossroads opened its doors in 1996 and currently educates more than 
60 students in pre-K through eighth grade. 

STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE: Crossroads provides a holistic,
Christian education and emphasizes service to God and man. Faculty
members uphold the motto of building students’ character, competence
and creativity. “It is our goal that students become self-directed,
autonomous learners; critical thinkers; moral and compassionate individ-
uals,” shares Karohn Young (above, center), principal. She also reports
that Crossroads students average significantly higher than their grade lev-
els on standardized and national exams.

IMPACTING THE COMMUNITY: Community outreach is estab-
lished in every phase of the curriculum. The school’s innovative
approach to reaching the local and global community has also included
participation in hosting many food, clothing and
shoe drives for the needy, a community health
fair, weeks of prayer, a multicultural fair and
Grandparent’s Day. The students have also
assembled gift bags for local residents with 
personalized items and witnessing brochures,
and sent handmade cards to Japanese 
families who suffered tsunami damage.

COMMITTED CHURCH AND
PARENTS: Baltimore First members
continue to help raise funds that benefit
the school. Recent donations have gone
toward new classroom flooring and a
playground. Through the Parent
Teacher Fellowship, parents also
actively volunteer for special events
and projects. “I am very grateful for
such a supportive school board and
church family,” says Young.
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God Versus 

Red

Dragon

the

THIS COULD BE NEW YORK CITY OR CHICAGO
I think as I press forward into a packed subway,

except, when I look around, the hundreds of
other passengers are all Chinese. As a black

Westerner, I am an anomaly and attract many
stares. The fascination is mutual. I stare back

at their colorful Western-styled hair, clothing
and gadgets in the belly of this clean, modern and

efficient Shanghai subway system. When the sheer force of the
crowd spits me out at People’s Square, I ascend the escalators and

attempt to maneuver through the bustling crowds in one of China’s
largest and most international cities. Situated on the banks of a

Yangtze River estuary, Shanghai is a picture of wealth and modernity. 
With its bottomless labor pool of 1.3 billion people, atheist, Communist China has emerged

as the world’s second largest economy. Still, despite all the trappings of its many Westernized
cities—endless high rises, increasing wealth, an attendant rise in consumerism and increasing
freedoms—my tour guides tell me that millions of China’s inhabitants are rushing to mosques,
churches and temples to learn more about a God, Who for 60 years, did not exist to them.
Technically, the Seventh-day Adventist Church doesn’t exist here either, yet during my 
13-day visit, I learned there are approximately 400,000 Adventists in mainland China. 

How Adventism 
is Flourishing 

in Atheist China 

Taashi Rowe



engaged in foot washing. By the time everyone
returns to their seats, however, it’s evident that, even
though the church accommodates 1,500 people,
they surpass capacity. People sit on the floor and
even in the lobby to hear the message. As they sing
familiar songs like “Love Lifted Me” and “Jesus Loves
Me” in Mandarin, I feel very much at home. 

During our travels, we learn that mainland China
is considered an unorganized territory of the
Adventist Church. Despite burgeoning membership,
there are no Adventist institutions—seminaries, hos-
pitals, schools, nursing homes nor printing houses.
Not anymore. 

We soon learn why. “I’ve spent my entire ministry
working for the Chinese people,” John Ash tells us as
he sits down for Sabbath lunch at an upscale vege-
tarian restaurant in Hong Kong. The tall, reed-thin
American transferred to China in 1970, served as a
teacher, pastor and president of the Taiwan
Conference and is now an associate secretary of the
Chinese Union Mission (CHUM). CHUM is based in
formerly British Hong Kong and, although they sup-
port the mainland

I first met Pastor Rebekah Liu—who I found to be
fiercely intelligent and casually elegant—last
November at our Columbia Union Conference
Executive Committee. She spoke passionately,
boldly and compellingly about the church’s rapid
growth in her homeland. 

Curious to see how the Chinese church is growing,
what we can learn from them and how we might help
address their needs, I join Dave Weigley, Columbia
Union president, and Raj Attiken, Ohio Conference
president, in a country tour. After visiting with Pastor
Liu in Shanghai, we travel to Beijing, Hangzhou,
Wenzhou, Xi’an, Guilin, Chengdu and, finally, Hong
Kong, and become steeped in this ancient country’s
history, culture, politics, religion and people. More
importantly, we meet Adventist brothers and sisters
who work passionately and tirelessly to tell people
about God and how much He loves them.

We spend our first Sabbath enjoying a commun-
ion service in Shanghai. The church’s co-pastors
greet us at the main archway that serves as the
entrance to a beautiful, Western-style, gothic cathe-
dral. We cannot immediately gauge the number of
attendees as we join various, scattered groups

When we choose pastors

here, gender doesn’t enter

into our minds; only who

is available and capable.

—Pastor De-Zhang Zheng, Shanghai

A Lesson in Growth

Weeds in the Sidewalk
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churches, they have little administrative reach there. 
He talks about how China experienced a period

where, for 60 years, religion—including Adventism—
was nonexistent. “Then little points of light started
popping up,” he notes. “At first, we were not allowed
to worship on Sabbath, but now, in some cases, we
even own churches.”

We also meet Pastor Edmund Cao, 40, a graduate
of Southwestern Adventist University (Texas), who
leads the work in the western region. While on a
noisy, crowded train in Hong Kong, he explains how
difficult evangelism can be in Asia. “Many people
don’t believe in supernatural beings and view
Christianity as an imperialistic tool,” he explains. 

Still, the church is growing. “I would describe
growth in China like weeds in the cracks of a con-
crete sidewalk,” Cao comments. “Somehow we find a
way to grow.”

Pastor Liu agrees. Despite some restrictions she
says that, “Now is the freest time for religious adher-
ents in China.” 

As we talk to different people, our group is excited
to learn about the mainland church’s congregational,

apostolic model. Ash estimates that there are some
48 “mother churches” with sometimes hundreds 
of plants. In Wenzhou City—nicknamed “New
Jerusalem” because of its plethora of churches—one
businessman has multiple congregations. He hosts
us for lunch in a very tony suburb, gives us a tour of
a beautiful, A-framed church built of cedar and tells
us about the 200 congregations he pastors. Many of
his churches started as he traveled around the coun-
try for business.

“Chinese are practical” is an assertion we hear
frequently during our visit. And so, with a ratio of
one pastor to every 4,000 members, the mainland
churches must rely heavily on local elders. It is also
common and practical for women, who make up a
majority of the membership, to pastor mainland
churches and several in China’s territories. On the
mainland, they can even be ordained. This is partly
because gender equality is core to the Communist
philosophy, and as Liu explains, quoting Chairman
Mao Zedong, father of the Communist movement in
China, “Women hold up half the sky.” 

She, her 69-year-old mother, Zhengyi Qin; and
brother, David Liu—all ordained Adventist minis-
ters—are responsible for some 400 churches in 14
counties around Sichuan Province. Qin started most

Despite all of the trappings of its many Westernized

cities, millions of China’s inhabitants are rushing 

to mosques, churches and temples to learn more 

about a God, Who for 60 years, did not exist to them.

Women Hold Up Half the Sky

Rebekah Liu

Zhengyi Qin

Nieves Yang
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of them, but these are not the largest
woman-led churches in China. According

to Ash, another lady pastors 80 churches, the largest
of which seats 5,000. In the West, these women
would be equal to conference and union presidents. 

Liu’s husband, De-Zhang Zheng, who co-pastors
a church in Shanghai with another ordained
woman, claims female elders in China go back as
far as 1949, with the first woman pastor getting
ordained in the 1980s. 

“When we choose pastors here, gender doesn’t
enter into our minds; only who is available and capa-
ble,” he says. “Some people may say we are going
against the church, but we ordain women because of
the need of the work. If there was theological [reason]
not to ordain women, we would not prosper.”

On the issue of ordination, Cao is supportive “as
long as God’s work is advanced,” he says. “I don’t
want to have any human ideas hinder His work.”

Liu is clear about her calling. Remembering how
God brought her family from atheism to become
some of His most vocal evangelists, she says, “If you
tell me God never called me, [I would say] ‘No.
That’s a lie.’” 

When I meet 26-year-old Nieves Yang, one of 
the pastors on Zheng’s team, I am surprised to learn
that she holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish. While
in college, she decided to offer her life to God. When
she shared her desire with the church pastors and
elders, they set her on a course to become a pastor. 

In the West, or even in Hong Kong or Taiwan, Yang
could study at an Adventist college. Instead she
spent three years giving Bible studies and volunteer-
ing where she was needed. “They put me to work so
that I was being trained by God Himself,” she says.
Today she is a full-time pastor on her way to becom-
ing ordained. 

Yang’s story is typical. “Most pastors in China have
not had formal theological training,” reports Cao. 

Pastor Liu is rare. She holds a bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s in theology and is completing a Doctor of New
Testament Studies at the Seventh-day Adventist
Theological Seminary at Andrews University (Mich.). 

I cannot help but feel inspired and enlightened 
by my travels in China. Without a typical corporate
structure, many of our Chinese brethren see ministry
as a personal responsibility. They remind me that
God cannot be limited. He reveals Himself to people
of all nations, languages, genders and education 
levels. It is clear that He can use anyone for His glory. 

All for His Glory

The Need for Training

John Ash
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Adventists Best Peers in Johns Hopkins Diabetes Study 

Liberty Light Bearers Shine at Pathfinder Bible Experience

Twenty-four teams representing six unions and 
13 conferences—including seven teams from the

Columbia Union—recently participated in the first
North American Division (NAD) Pathfinder Bible
Experience, held at the General Conference building
in Silver Spring, Md. 

After answering 90 questions about the biblical
books of 1 Samuel and Mark, the Liberty Light Bearers
from Baltimore was one of two Columbia Union teams
to place first.  

“We are proud to represent for the Allegheny East
Conference,” exclaimed Monica Melbourne, a director
of the Liberty Light Bearers. “This is the first time that
the kids have participated in a Bible bowl. They worked
so hard to be here.”

The Pathfinders will study Acts and 1 and 2
Thessalonians for next year’s challenge.—Pamela
Scheib and Tanisha Greenidge

that evaluated frequency of food consumption, food
purchase and preparation and physical activities. In the
second phase of the study, churches were charged with
creating a collaborative intervention plan for their con-
gregations. The plans included offering informational
sessions on potluck dinners, exercise challenges,
healthy cooking and healthy snacks.

Pastor Gary Adams of United in Christ and leaders
from multiple church departments assembled to tackle
the health challenges facing the church. The Hospitality
Department served bottled water, prepared low-sodium
meals, offered fresh sliced fruit during potluck dinners
and formed exercise groups. Those churches not
involved in the intervention phase were asked to 
continue their daily health routine. 

Terry Black, a United in Christ member, said, 
“This program showed me a lot of different ways to 
prepare healthy meals and incorporate exercise into my
busy schedule.” 

Amber Summers, MHS, RD, and a doctoral candi-
date at Johns Hopkins who worked on this study, says
the program “has the potential to be transferred to
other African-American church settings.”—Myrtle Evans

In 2009 the Johns Hopkins Center for Nutrition, in part-
nership with the American Diabetes Association,

embarked on a study involving churches in Baltimore to
see if churches could help members reduce their risk fac-
tors for diabetes. The Healthy Bodies Healthy Souls study
of 15 churches included the following congregations:
United in Christ, Cherry Hill and Miracle Temple. Results
from the study were recently released.

The data collected from the results of the pre/post
health assessments were measured and compared,
which found that the cohort involving the Seventh-day
Adventist churches did better than the cohorts involving
other denominations in the areas of health outcomes,
behavior and physical activity.  

The first phase of the study involved all churches
participating in health screenings and a questionnaire

JUNE 2012

Pastor James Black, NAD’s Youth Ministries director, pres-
ents the Liberty Light Bearers with a certificate recognizing
their first-place status.

Members at United in Christ discuss primary barriers 
to healthy eating.



16 | VISITOR June 2012

Parent Weekend at Pine Forge Academy (PFA) in Pine Forge, Pa., was 
a high time for students, faculty and parents. On Friday six students,

including five sophomores, were inducted into PFA’s National Honor
Society chapter.  

On Sabbath the students and their families led Sabbath School and
divine service. In the evening, students who were on the Honor Roll the
first semester were recognized at an Honors Convocation.

In addition, the Pine Forge Academy Foundation and others gave scholar-
ships in excess of $10,000.�The highlight of the weekend occurred Sabbath
afternoon when nine students gave their hearts to Christ through baptism.
Justin Thornton, a freshman who was baptized, stated, “After I got baptized,
I saw life in a different way. My life changed for the better!” Pictured is
Shardae’ Jean-Baptiste, who was baptized by Chaplain Toussaint Williams.
—Noreena Ogidan 

PFA Parent Weekend Highlights Student Successes

Students Showcase Science, Spelling Chops 
at Conference-Wide Fair

Pine Forge Science Labs Receive $15K in Equipment

The Pine Forge Academy Science Department recently acquired new equipment to
support science education. The equipment includes four portable science lab 

workstations, 12 portable micro burners, additional safety supplies and chemistry and
physics kits. Funding for this $15,000 venture was a joint effort between the school’s
administration, the Parent Association and a member of the school board.  

“We believe that an intentional exposure of our students to quality education in our
math and science offerings will … produce a well-rounded student with enhanced critical
thinking skills,” says Neil Thomas, Science Department chair.—Noreena Ogidan 

Junior Academy in Baltimore
recently participated in the annual
Allegheny East Conference Science
Fair and Spelling Bee. 

First-place winners for the sci-
ence fair included Ja’Mani Walker
from G.E. Peters for the K-grade 2
level, Danyel Brewer from Trinity
Temple for the primary level, Jennae
Whitted from G.E. Peters for the
grade 3-5 level, and Deylen
Woodson from Ephesus for the
intermediate level. 

Gloria Perry, the conference’s
associate superintendent, explained
that, for the science fair, students
had to use the Scientific Method to
explain their projects. This year, for
the first time, the spelling bee even
included a K-3 division. 

This was Liana Allen’s first time
participating in the spelling bee. “I
prayed before every word. Doing that
calmed me down, and God helped
me all the way to first place!” said the
G.E. Peters seventh-grader.

Some 39 students representing
the George E. Peters Adventist

School in Hyattsville, Md.; the
Calvary Adventist School in
Newport News, Va.; Trinity Temple
Academy in Hillside, N.J.; Sharon
Temple Adventist School in
Wilmington, Del.; the Ephesus
Seventh-day Adventist School in
Richmond, Va.; and the Baltimore

Grade 3-5 level science fair 
winners were Carrington Black
from Calvary in third place, Kayla
Bosman from Ephesus in second
and Jennae Whitted from G.E.
Peters in first.

Allegheny East Exposé is published 
in the Visitor by the Allegheny East 
Conference � PO Box 266, Pine Forge, 
PA 19548 � Phone: (610) 326-4610 
visitaec.com � President, Charles L.
Cheatham � Communication Director, 
Robert Booker � Editor, Taashi Rowe

Seniors Oluwakemi Jacobs (left) and Re'Jeanne Greene set up
the new portable science labs and portable butane burners.
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Leaders Promote Purity at Young Adult Retreat, Cotillion

Students Excel at Conference’s First Spelling Bee 

The conference hosted its first spelling bee based on
the text Luke 2:52: “And Jesus grew in wisdom and

stature and in favor with God and man.” Hosted by the
Glenville church in Cleveland, parents, family and friends
encouraged the 28 participating students from nearby
Ramah Junior Academy and Columbus Adventist
Academy in Columbus, Ohio. After more than 20 rounds,
trophy winners for grades 1-3 were Jayla Simons, first
place; Romiaun Speed, second place; and Deron Maina,
third. For grades 4-8, trophies went to Michael Walker,
first place; Chelson Cherestal, second place; and 
Tina Nguyen, third.

“Our goal is for Allegheny West students to partici-
pate in the state and national championships next year,”

reports Yvette Cooper, superintendent of education.
“Pray for our teachers and students as, together, we
continue the journey to excellence.”

JUNE 2012

Young retreat attendees learn about the importance and
values of purity, before and after marriage.

combined the purity retreat with the 30th annual confer-
ence cotillion/beautillion, which included 24 high school
seniors. Event director and co-founder Cheryl Alli chose
“Keep Holding On” as this year’s Saturday evening ban-
quet theme. Mario Broussard Sr., from the South Fountain
church in Springfield, Ohio, was the keynote speaker. 
The evening culminated with a consecration service
where all attendees got to commit to sexual purity.  

“It was so amazing how the young people remained
intensely focused ... throughout the entire weekend,”
commented Johnson. “It is so important that our young
people, who are exposed to so many false ideas about
sex ... are taught the true principles of sexuality from a
biblical, Christ-centered basis.”—Conference Staff

The Allegheny West Conference Youth Ministries
Department recently hosted its first purity retreat, an

inspirational event for young men and women to focus
on the importance of sexual abstinence until marriage.
During the four-day weekend retreat in Columbus, Ohio,
conference leaders educated, challenged, inspired and
affirmed the 130 young people in the physical, mental,
social and spiritual values of sexuality. 

The event included a cornucopia of presenters, includ-
ing Richard Neil, MD, of Beaumont, Calif.; Kim Logan-
Nowlin, PhD, of Detroit, Mich.; Officer Andre Ewing of the
Cincinnati (Ohio) Police Department; Steve Garner, a
graphic designer from Cincinnati; Pastor Derrick Moffit
from the Hilltop Community Worship Center in Columbus;
and Joel Johnson, conference Youth Ministries director.
They hosted open forum sessions where they encouraged

the young people to freely ask
any question. The 300 week-
end attendees also enjoyed a
performance by the Fabulous
Acrobats team from China. 

This year the conference

Leshay Peterson, from the
HIillcrest church in Pittsburgh,
Pa., and Derrick Dowdley, from
the Berean church in Ashtabula,
Ohio, spiffy up for the 30th
annual cotillion/beautillion.



18 | VISITOR June 2012

Conference, addressed “The Role
and Function of Women on the
Leadership Team.” Norman Miles,
PhD, senior pastor of the Trinity
church in Newark, N.J., shared
“How Does a Healthy Church
Leadership Team Relate to the
Local Community?” After offering
his challenge and vision for the con-
ference, William T. Cox, Sr., AWC
president, ended the session with
prayer and an anointing ceremony
for all attending leaders.

“This is such a refreshing time, to
come and network with fellow lead-
ers and be challenged by some of
the denomination’s leading thinkers
on leadership,” said Rochelle Long,
from the Glenville church.

Hundreds Improve Skills at Leadership Summit

Glenville Church Treats Youth to Special Weekend

The Allegheny West Conference
recently hosted its third annual

Leadership Summit under the theme
“Next Level Leadership.” More than
200 leaders from across the confer-
ence attended the three days of
learning and dedication.

The plenary sessions included
“How Churches Do Ministry,” pre-
sented by Jesse Wilson, DMin,
associate professor of religion/the-
ology at Oakwood University (Ala.).
MyRon Edmonds, senior pastor of
the Glenville church in Cleveland,
shared his proven methods of “How
to Utilize Youth & Young Adults in
Your Leadership Team.” Carmen
Griffith, Women’s Ministries director
for the Southwestern Union

bers assembled with the youth at
the nearby Forest Hill Park to partic-
ipate in outreach. Although the
chilly weather threatened to repel
area young people from attending,
performances by the drum and flag
corps seemed to awaken the neigh-
borhood. Soon curious neighbors
came out to investigate.

Church members armed with
granola bars, popsicles and water
blessed each person with some-
thing as a gesture of kindness.
Meanwhile, Andale’ again energized
the crowd with his creative lyrics
about God. Following Him, Kreative
Generation, a three-man rap group
made up of Glenville’s own, per-
formed. Young and old, churched

and unchurched bobbed their
heads and enjoyed the music. 

John Coaxum, associate pastor,
culminated the evening with inspira-
tional words. He told the crowd that
the Glenville church loves them, is
there to support and encourage
them and that they are always wel-
come to visit. “At the end of the
day, I believe young people want to
be involved in the church and in
ministry,” said Coaxum. “We just
have to make it relevant to them in a
world that tells them it’s ‘wack.’ My
goal is to marry church and ministry
with joy and fun, so that young peo-
ple will once again be excited about
honoring God and helping others.”

The Glenville church in Cleveland
recently hosted a special week-

end for church and area youth that
they kicked off with the Friday Night
Lights Café. Young participants
assembled in the decorated fellow-
ship hall for a casual open mic ses-
sion with two rules: honor God and
respect the mic. In addition to free
refreshments and a showcase of tal-
ents demonstrated by the young
people, Christian rapper Andale’ flew
in to give them a private concert and
a timely message. He addressed
them again the following day. 

On Sabbath evening, the
church’s drum and flag corps,
Outreach Department and inter-
ested and energized church mem-

Christian rapper Andale’ interacts
with youth in a nearby park during the
Glenville church’s youth weekend.

During a dedication ceremony at the
Leadership Summit, Merci-Dieu
Barionette, pastor of the Philadelphia
Haitian church, anoints Joyce Bonner,
from the Shiloh church in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Spirit is published in the Visitor by 
the Allegheny West Conference 
1339 East Broad Street, Columbus, 
OH 43205 � Phone: (614) 252-5271
awconf.org � President, William T. Cox
Editor, Bryant Taylor
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“Take heed, watch and pray, for you do not know when the time is” (Mark 13:33, NKJV). 

Repeatedly in the scriptures, the encouragement to watch is linked with prayer. Prayer increases our awareness of
what is happening in the spiritual realm. Thoughtful and intentional prayer draws our minds to what God wants

to accomplish in our lives. It draws our minds away from the cares and distractions of this life.
There are many kinds of prayer. Watching in prayer allows us to focus on the presence and power of God. As we

ask for and receive the Holy Spirit, our spiritual discernment is sharpened to help us understand what things in our
lives will become a barrier to drawing closer to Jesus. Our understanding and application of the Bible is sharpened.

After providing a description of events leading up to His second coming, Jesus encourages us to, “Watch
therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming” (Matt. 24:42, NKJV). Each of the
advent signs becomes a reminder for us to be watchful. Instead of becoming fearful, we can be
filled with hope and anticipation.

Jesus also reminds us that we don’t actually know the precise time of His return. As a result,
we need to live in a state of readiness at all times. We watch and make each day count because
we know that it could be our last. 

This appeal from our Savior is for everyone. “And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!”
(Mark 13:37, NKJV). He doesn’t want anyone left out. We have the privilege of walking each
day with Jesus; watching and actively waiting for His return!

Watch! (Part II)

Rick Remmers
President

JUNE 2012

At Chesapeake Conference’s Third Quinquennial
Constituency Session held last month at the

Spencerville church in Silver Spring, Md., 267 regular
delegates and 164 delegates-at-large met to elect offi-
cers for the 2012-2016 quinquennial term. Delegates re-
elected Rick Remmers, president; Eduardo Muñoz,
treasurer; and Kleyton Feitosa, executive secretary.            
    “It is an honor to be invited to serve in leadership for
the next quinquennium,” said Remmers. “The combina-
tion of exciting opportunities and associated challenges
will require a constant reliance on Divine wisdom. I
value the prayers of our members as we move forward.”
    Church growth has been steady, averaging 424 new
members each year, and this year topped 14,000. Eight
new congregations were accepted into the sisterhood of
churches. The Maryland churches include Annapolis
Spanish, Beacon of Light (Salisbury), Frederick Spanish,
Laurel Maranatha Spanish, Mizo (Burtonsville), Northeast
(Baltimore) and South Carroll (Westminster). New Castle
Spanish in New Castle, Del., also became a church.
    One of the highlights of the quinquennium was the
conference’s financial stability during the recession.
This is due to members faithfully returning tithe and
accumulating a strong reserve fund over the years in
anticipation of an economic crisis, said Muñoz.
    Delegates voted seven conference priorities for

2012-2016, focusing on conference leadership, youth
ministries, outreach, Christian education, diversity,
spiritual growth and stewardship. These priorities
came out of a conference-wide survey of constituents,
elders and pastors.
    “My sincere and heartfelt prayer is that God will con-
tinue to inspire and empower us to grow His kingdom in
our territory,” Feitosa said.

Delegates Re-Elect Officers at Constituency Session

Delegates re-elect Eduardo Muñoz, treasurer; Rick Remmers,
president; and Kleyton Feitosa, executive secretary.p
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told the group, “You are here for a
purpose. God has a plan. And just
as this church has been planted,
there are many more that need to
be planted in Baltimore.”

The group started in 2008 when
23 committed individuals, repre-
senting five area churches, began
worshipping on Saturday after-
noons in a local library. Led by
pastors Sedley Johnson and
Iheanacho Odinma, the group has
grown steadily by offering Bible
studies in the neighborhood and
holding evangelistic meetings.

Women’s Tea Draws 
140 to Willow Brook

Recently an afternoon tea themed
“Women of Grace,” drew women
from seven area churches. Dee
Scalzo, Women’s Ministries leader for
the Willow Brook church in
Boonsboro, Md., and women from
the Willow Brook and Hagerstown
churches coordinated the event.

“I saw the Lord’s hand every step
of the way in the planning,” says
Scalzo, citing several examples.

Hostesses used their creativity
and own china to set their assigned
tables. Speaker Charlotte McClure,
a retired pastor of the Spencerville
church in Silver Spring, Md.,

encouraged the women to “let God
be God in the most intimate areas
of our lives.” 

According to Scalzo, the event
was a form of friendship evangel-
ism. Many of the participants were
friends, neighbors and Bible study
students of members—and several
were women who had been taking a
break from church.—Jennifer Stefan

Ministries Development
Director Appointed

As the new Ministries
Development director for the
Chesapeake Conference, Gary
Gibbs will provide leadership for
some conference goals over the
next five years. “We’re very pleased
to have Gary joining us here in
Chesapeake. His rich breadth of
experience in various outreach
methods will be a significant help 
in advancing the work of God in 
our field,” says Rick Remmers, 
conference president.

Gibbs comes most recently
from the Hope Channel, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church’s
official television network, where
he was associate director. He has
also served as a pastor, evangelist,
church growth consultant and
founder of the Amazing Facts
College of Evangelism. 

Gibbs is no stranger to
Chesapeake. He and his wife,
Sherilyn, got married at the
Frederick (Md.) church. 

Northeast Congregation
Celebrates Church Status

The Northeast company, a 71-
member congregation in Baltimore,
was recently promoted to church
status. About 200 participated in a
Sabbath celebration themed
“We’ve Come This Far by Faith.” 

In his sermon, Rick Remmers

Left to right (back row): Rick Remmers, conference president; Sedley Johnson, senior
pastor; Kleyton Feitosa, conference secretary; Iheanacho Odinma, associate pastor;
(front row) Prince Iheme, head elder; Toolaram Singh, elder; and Alton Esdaile, elder

Catherine Smith of the Hagerstown
(Md.) church sports a 120-year-old hat
that belonged to her grandmother.

The Challenge is published in the 
Visitor by the Chesapeake Conference 
6600 Martin Road, Columbia, MD 21044
Phone: (410) 995-1910 � ccosda.org
President, Rick Remmers
Editor, Samantha Young

NEWS

p
h
o
t
o

b
y
j
o
e
l
s
p
r
in
g
e
r

p
h
o
t
o

b
y
s
a
m
a
n
t
h
a

y
o
u
n
g

p
h
o
t
o

b
y
j
e
n
n
if
e
r

s
t
e
f
a
n



June 2012 VISITOR | 21

Now that the school year has come to a close, I wonder and worry about the future of our students. They have
crossed the stage and will quickly move on. For some, there is much excitement about “moving to the next

level.” For others, it brings anxiety about the unknown. For most, this will be a time to decide who
and what they will be, as people, Christians and leaders. I have heard students who can recite
their plans without hesitation and others who are still trying to figure it out. Matthew 6: 21-24 
provides an edict, which gives us great peace and comfort in how to live a Spirit-filled life that 
is worthy of His call. 

The end of this school year also brings my official departure from Highland View Academy
(HVA). However, I leave knowing that the staff has made a positive impact for Christ in the
lives of the students, and we do not have to worry about tomorrow. I pray, as I ask for you
to do, for each and every one of these young people as they seek God in all that they do! 

God’s Graduation Gift and Promise

Forensic Science Students Tour National Crime Museum

Deborah Treviño
Principal

Science teacher Ophelia Barizo recently led the
Forensic Science class through a tour of the

National Museum of Crime and Punishment in
Washington, D.C. The group of 18 students and chaper-
ones spent two hours exploring the elaborate images
and interactive displays, reading about the history of
crime and punishment. 

“It was so much fun! I really liked the simulations,”
said senior Ellie Bonilla. “We learned plenty of valuable
information on the various fields and positions offered
to those involved in forensic science.”

HVA’s Forensic Science course is the first of its kind
offered at any Seventh-day Adventist academy in the

North American Division.
The course applies science
and technology to criminal
and civic laws and covers
major disciplines in forensic
science, such as chemistry,
mineralogy, anthropology,
pathology, serology,
biotechnology, computer
forensics, toxicology and

others. Students study a significant number of forensic
cases, together with the scientific investigations
involved in solving the crimes. The laboratory compo-
nent includes lab investigations, such as fingernail, soil,
blood, hair and document analysis; an introduction to
DNA and glass analysis and several simulated crime
scene investigations.

“The value of the class is that the kids get hooked on
science in a very unique, relatable way,” explains
Barizo. Senior Ryan Stough says he likes the class
because he learned “the reality behind TV shows like
CSI and NCIS.”—Autumn Banks (’12)

w w w. h i g h l a n d v i e w a c a d e m y. c o m

JUNE 2012

At the musuem, Jessica Callahan, Marci Corea, Makhela
Libebe and Mackenzi Hall view an autopsy demonstration.

At the National Museum of
Crime and Punishment in
Washington, D.C., senior Ellie
Bonilla learns to process a
mock crime scene. 
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My Lifelong Impact

New Summer Credit Recovery
Courses Available Online

First Basketball
Camp Planned

When I review my past four years at Highland View
Academy, I wonder what are the best words I can

use to describe a place that has consumed so much of
my time. Hectic? Exciting? Life changing? Difficult?

Unforgettable? Looking back, I realize how much I have
been truly blessed. Not just anyone is given the incredi-
ble opportunities that my classmates and I have had.
Now the time has come to leave our high school com-
fort zone, but I believe we all depart confidently as well-
prepared, Christian leaders. 

Two years ago, my sister, Allison, and I prayed about
starting a Bible study group on campus. We took the idea
to our math teacher, Seth Ellis, who was extremely sup-
portive and helped us start Mid-Week Bible Study, which
continues today! I believe that HVA’s undeniably strong,
Christian leadership has helped shape me and my 31
classmates into the young people we are today, and I
wouldn’t trade it for anything!—Stephanie Calhoun (‘12)

Science Teacher Wins Award,
Regional Challenge

Ophelia Barizo, HVA Science Department chairperson and teacher,
recently earned the 2012 PASCO STEM (science, technology, engi-

neering and mathematics) Educator Award. The $7,500 prize will be used 
in part to upgrade the school’s science laboratory. The prize is an addition
to her already significant number of grant awards for innovative classroom
projects and technology, which now total more than $750,000. 

Teacher Ophelia Barizo (second from left) joins science 
students on a field trip to the Baltimore Harbor, where they

studied the impact of human activities on water quality.

Highlander is published in the Visitor 
by the Highland View Academy
10100 Academy Drive, Hagerstown, 
MD 21740 � Phone: (301) 739-8480
Fax: (301) 733-4770
hva-edu.com
Principal, Deborah Treviño
Editor, Teresa Kelchner

HVA will offer several online
Credit Recovery (CR) courses

this summer, June 18-July 28.
These courses will enable a stu-
dent to turn a failing grade into a
passing one without having to
retake the course. The course work
can be completed online (from
home) and an HVA supervising
instructor will oversee the scoring. 

CR registration ends June 8.
Class size is limited. Each student
must have a computer and Internet
access. Courses will include, but
are not limited to, freshman, 

sophomore and junior English;
World History; U.S. History; health;
pre-algebra; algebra I and II;
geometry and Environmental
Science. For more information, 
call (301) 739-8480, ext. 222.

HVA, in partnership with nearby
Mount Aetna Camp and Retreat

Center, will introduce its inaugural
Tartan Basketball Camp, June 24-

July 1, with the option to
be a day-camper or stay
overnight. The camp is
designed to teach bas-
ketball fundamentals to
intermediate and
advanced players

through station work and competi-
tion. Boys aged 12-17 are encour-
aged to participate. Space is limited.
Register at hva-edu.com.

Stephanie Calhoun (second from right) rounds up
fellow seniors and English teacher Jennifer Payne
(middle) during Senior Recognition.
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Mountain View Conference’s fourth annual Wellness
Camp will take place August 19-September 2 at the

Valley Vista Adventist Center in Huttonsville, W.Va. For an
early bird rate of $695, payments are due by July 2. Early
bird spouses pay $550 and early bird Wellness Camp
alumni only pay $500. 

Those who meet the regular deadline of July 16 will
pay $795 plus $650 for spouses. Wellness Camp alumni
who meet the regular deadline will pay $600. 

For more information, call the conference office at 
(304) 422-4581, or visit mtviewconf.org and click 
the “Health Ministries” link.

Spencer CHIP Participants Share Testimonies

According to the participants of the most recent
CHIP seminar at the Spencer (W.Va.) church, the

program has proven to be exactly what its new title
designates, a Complete Health Improvement Program. 

Sandra Morrison, a hospital social worker, said she
didn’t regret one penny spent on the program. Another
participant, Carol Hall, has seen dramatic improvement
in her cholesterol numbers. CHIP “is a tremendous pro-
gram. I went from the high-risk level of 7 (above normal)
for coronary artery disease to 5, which is in the normal
range,” she said. 

Just before the program began, Jay Rodgers and
his wife, Karen, were providentially led to the CHIP

website. He had been
suffering severe
angina and had been
unable to carry out his
normal work routine. A
scant three weeks into
the program, his pain
was almost completely
gone. Karen com-
mented, “Jay is riding
his exercise bike 40
minutes to an hour
daily, and he really has
to exert himself to feel
even the slightest pain.” By the time of the post-
program blood draw, his cholesterol had dropped 
25 points. 

Lisa Freeland was the “biggest loser,” and shed 
13 pounds in six weeks. She now walks every day and
continues to lose weight. In her home, her neighbor-
hood, and even while at her job as a Wal-Mart checkout
clerk, Freeland cheerfully helps spread the news that
there is a program that offers “improved health” to any-
one willing to “stick with it.” 

Spencer’s CHIP staff—led by Suzanne Clayton,
RN—continues to host monthly alumni meetings.
Participants are still “tracking” their miles, losing weight
and gaining a deeper resolve to pursue the “more abun-
dant life” that Jesus promised to give.—Chris Hasse

JUNE 2012

Jay and Karen Rodgers treat fellow participants to a
supermarket skit during the CHIP program.

Suzanne Clayton directed
Spencer’s first CHIP program.

Fourth Wellness Camp
Slated for August
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Later Shannon Meade, a com-
munity volunteer and director of the
Logan Family Resource Network,
was pulled in to lead the disaster
response team. Meade said, “As
soon as I received this assignment,
I immediately thought of Pastor
Cesar Quispe who, after the grand
opening of the new Better Living
Center [in Logan] … took the time
to show me the store. He and his
wife showed me how they had set
up the store as an emergency shel-
ter with cots in case the community
needed it to be deployed.” 

Meade then invited Quispe to an
organization meeting. Even though
Meade was chosen to lead the dis-
aster response team, she said,
“What I did at that very first meeting
was look at Cesar, and I realized
that we have to get organized by
someone that knows how this
process should work.”

Quispe responded by leading the
team in prayer, and then worked
with Meade to establish an emer-
gency hotline, print magnets for vol-
unteer vehicles going into the
affected areas and recruit volun-
teers. Quispe called on J. Wayne
Hancock, EdD, Mountain View
Conference’s director of Adventist
Community Services (ACS)/Disaster
Response, who then contacted all
ACS leaders and pastors in the
conference. Over the three-week
recovery period, some 146 volun-
teers came from many faith-based
organizations to help. 

“We actually closed the Better
Living Center during the weeks
immediately following the flood,”
Quispe said. “They needed church
members’ manpower.” 

Logan and Williamson members
worked side by side with other 
volunteers to distribute flood buck-

ets; deliver personal care kits, food
and clothing; and remove mud and
debris from homes. The cleanup
took about four weeks, and then it
was turned over to long-term recov-
ery teams. Quispe estimates that
some 1,100 people were helped.

Meade concluded, “I am very
impressed with the work ethic, the
talents, capabilities and persever-
ance of Adventist ministers. I am
also appreciative of the effective
leadership [that] the Adventist
Community Services/Disaster
Response team showed to me per-
sonally.”—J. Wayne Hancock

Williamson, Logan Members Help With 
Flood Cleanup Efforts 

After two weeks of periodic rain
throughout southern West

Virginia, a slow-moving thunder-
storm moved into Logan and
Lincoln counties in March. The
severe storms flooded roads,
homes and businesses; trapped
several people in their homes and
cars and washed out several roads
and bridges. Pamela Kazee, who
lives in Switzer, couldn’t believe her
eyes when she saw Mud Fork, usu-
ally a lazy little creek, turn into a
river that spanned more than two
football fields. “I’d never seen it like
that before,” she said.

During the downpour, Cesar
Quispe (below), who pastors the
Logan and Williamson churches,
went to city hall and asked what
he could do to help. City officials
told him they would call him as
needs arose. 

Williamson and Logan church 
volunteers helped to remove dam-
aged furniture from flooded homes.

The severe storms flooded roads,
homes and businesses.
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Saying Goodbye
I can still see the

first day of my fresh-
man year at MVA! 
I was filled with so 
many emotions that 
I couldn’t begin to 
comprehend the huge
decision I had made 
to start my life in the
“Seventh-day Adventist
bubble.” Throughout the
years, I spent growing
and maturing, learning
and experiencing, and
trusting in God, I knew
that I had a permanent
family here among staff
and students.

As I graduate, I look back and wish high school
would never end! MVA was my home, and I hope to
bring my future family back someday. I thank all of the
many contributors and God for giving me this opportu-
nity to live this life.—Emily Getts

Alumni Donate $30,000 Over Weekend 
“Each one of MVA’s alumni are valued and treas-

ured. Anytime they visit their alma mater, they are 
welcomed with open arms,” said Margaret Sutton,
Advancement and
Alumni Relations 
director. Over the 
recent Alumni
Weekend, attendees
generously donated
$30,000, all of which
will go to student aid.
“Thank you to everyone
who attended and
gave!” she said.

A Place for Lost Souls

Some may expect that with all the students gone, June would be a quiet month on a boarding school campus.
But then the thunder of big V-TWIN motorcycles fills the air as the Christian Biker Camp Meeting comes to our

campus. This is a group of true characters, with a love for Jesus and their fellow bikers. 
On the heels of the bikers, a different group arrives, the pastor-led Ohio Conference Camp

Meeting. The traditional camp meeting group has a different focus, but one thing we all have in
common is a steadfast love for Christ. 

It is beautiful to be part of a church where what binds us is not how we look or how we worship,
but Who we strive to follow and Who we love to worship. As Mount Vernon Academy’s (MVA) 
principal, I am proud to include myself and my school in a church that is committed to finding
lost souls whereever they may be and bring them all to Jesus.

JUNE 2012

Robert Stevenson 

Principal

Spirit is published in the Visitor by Mount Vernon Academy
525 Wooster Road, Mount Vernon, OH 43050 � Phone: (740) 397-5411
mvacademy.org � Principal, Robert Stevenson � Editor, Tina Stevenson

Save the Date 
MVA’s registration is scheduled for
August 12 for freshmen and August 14 for
grades 10-12. For more information, call
(740) 397-5411 or visit mvacademy.org. 
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Excitement filled the air for patrons and sponsors
attending Spring Valley Academy’s (SVA) Home and

School Association’s Auction Gala held recently in
Kettering, Ohio. A silent auction commenced amidst the
festive decor of a tropical setting. After dinner, auction-
eer Doug Sorrell conducted a fun-filled, live auction,
which netted a total of $97,717.35! 

“I am humbled and thankful that our parents, staff
and community understand how important a Christian
education is for our children,” said Heidi Shull, co-
president for the Home and School Association.
Proceeds will go toward the school’s Worthy Student
Fund and a new sports building.

Home & School Raises $97K at Gala Auction

When freshman Karina Beebe attended the
Washington Adventist University Band Fest in

Takoma Park, Md., she never dreamed the future
events that would unfold. While there she met her
mother’s college friend, Daniel Lau, DMA, director 
of piano studies. Lau then invited Beebe and fellow
student, junior Kerstin Smith, to play for Preston
Hawes, the university’s New England Youth Ensemble
(NEYE) director. 

An impressed Hawes then invited both students to
join the 85 musicians of NEYE for their tour of South
Africa in May and June. The NEYE will present 20 ben-
efit concerts in 15 different cities. All funds raised will
benefit ADRA. 

Recently 18 high school SVA students and seven adult
sponsors traveled to the Holbrook Indian School in
Arizona for their annual mission trip. “This is the second

year our students have agreed to sacrifice their spring
break so they could help in this worthy endeavor,” says
Ken Knudsen, chaplain. 

Some of the projects included pressure washing and
painting the exterior of buildings, installing windows,
digging drainage trenches and doing miscellaneous
interior construction. They also tutored in math and
music classes, led out in worships and shared special
music. “I want to be a servant of God,” said senior
Michelle Nieb. “It wouldn’t be right for me to waste His
time by passing up an opportunity for service.”

At the auction, Frank Perez, SVA board chair, shares
plans of the new sports building.

Connections is published in the Visitor by the Spring Valley Academy 
1461 Spring Valley Pike, Centerville OH 45458
Phone: (937) 433-0790 � springvalleyacademy.org
Principal, Jeff Bovee � Editor, Vicki Swetnam
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Kerstin Smith and Karina Beebe practice while their proud
violin teacher, Maretta Alden, observes. 

Violinists to Tour With New England Youth Ensemble

Students Serve in Arizona
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One of my favorite passages of Scripture is Jeremiah 29:12-14, which reads, “In those days when you pray, 
I will listen. If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. I will be found by you, says the Lord” (NLT).

I find that having a good prayer life not only involves prayer time in the morning and evening, but also involves
praying while I am driving or involved with other activities. Recently while driving, a car pulled out in front of me,
and, although I was able to avoid the accident, I experienced fear for a moment that I was going to hit the car
and be injured. I quickly lifted up a prayer of thanks to the Lord for His protection and help in
avoiding the accident. 

I love knowing that God has promised to listen when we pray, even if it is while we are involved
in some other activity. It is so easy for us to get so busy with daily activities that we do not stop to
take the time to pray, and, as a result, many of us do not experience the blessings that God has in
store for us. We take too many things for granted, myself included. Let us remember to frequently
lift up prayers of praise and thanks to God for His protection and blessings while also praying for
our needs. Because God has promised that we will find Him when we seek Him, I ask you
today, have you found Him? “O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8).

Have You Found Him?

NEWS

Jim Greene
Executive Secretary

Bridgeton, Salem, Vineland English District
Gains New Pastor

John Pifer was recently installed as the new pastor
of the Bridgeton, Salem and Vineland English district.
The three churches held a combined worship service at

the Bridgeton church
where Pastor Pifer pre-
sented his sermon “First
Things First,” based on
Revelation 14:6. 

Jim Greene, secretary
of the New Jersey
Conference, introduced
Pifer and his wife,
Shannon, to the congre-
gation. For the past five-
plus years, Pifer served in
the Atlantic County, Cape
May Court House and
Parkway South district. 

“I believe we exist to seek the Lord and seek the lost,”
Pifer says. “I believe our church members will invite
their family, friends and neighbors to the worship
service where we might 'feel after Him, and find Him,
though He be not far from every one of us,’” he adds,
quoting Acts 17:27.

Collingwood Park School Students 
Perform for Board of Education

Students from the Collingwood Park School in
Tinton Falls performed a mini concert for the the New
Jersey Conference Board of Education meeting. The
school has 11 students and one teacher—Stephen
Buttery. Judi Sanderson, teacher’s aide, and Henoc
Morrobel, music teacher for the conference schools,
round out the staff. All students enrolled at Collingwood
Park are involved in the music program, both as singers
in the school choir and by playing musical instruments.

JUNE 2012
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plastic covering and Lowe’s home
improvement store donated $50
worth of lumber and hardware. The
pastor donated his front door to
make the storm door for the green-
house. The older students tried sev-
eral times before successfully and
correctly placing the cover on the
greenhouse. After failing twice,
Jacob Gang wasn’t discouraged.
“Mr. Hunt, we can do it. Let’s take it
all down” and try again, he said. The
third time was the charm. 

With their greenhouse in place,
the students planted cool weather
seeds in bowls in late February,
which they transplanted into trays
three weeks later. Now a healthy
crop of collards, kale, broccoli,

spinach, lettuce and cabbage is
flourishing. “We plan to give the
produce to the students’ families
and local church members,” Hunt
says. “In the process, the students
are learning hands-on science, gar-
dening, building and how to work.” 

However, he believes that one of
the most important lessons his 16
students are learning is a spiritual
one. “When you get to those weeds
early, there’s not much of a battle,”
he says. “It’s kind of like sins in our
lives. If you get them early in life and
get them out, you’ll have a much
easier time later on.”

The school will conduct their
second children’s summer garden-
ing class for the community, and
also start transplants for that class
in the greenhouse.

Students at the Tranquility
Adventist School in Tranquility

recently built a brand new “class-
room.” They built this “outdoor
classroom,” also known as a green-
house, from a recreational vehicle
enclosure frame that a church
member donated. 

James Hunt, the school’s princi-
pal, boasts two green thumbs and
quite an imagination. He saw the
makings of the greenhouse while at
a Tranquility church member’s
house. “I saw the pile of pikes and
thought, ‘Wow, that would make a
nice greenhouse,’” he recalled.

It took a while before they got the
courage to build the greenhouse. A
greenhouse company donated the

James Hunt and his students at Tranquility
Adventist School get ready to transplant
their plants to the greenhouse.

Eddie Canales, vice president of Hispanic Ministries for
the Southwestern Union, speaks at the Spanish retreat.
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This year’s New Jersey Conference Elders, Deacons
and Deaconesses retreats drew more than 550 indi-

viduals to the two weekend events. The theme for the
2012 meetings was “Time to Pray.” 

Retreat Draws Record Attendance

Paul Richardson, the North American Division’s associate
Ministerial secretary, speaks at the English retreat.

Tranquility Adventist School Adds New Classroom
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Iam most pleased to share with you that Alison Jobson (below) has accepted the invitation to ministry as our
associate superintendent,” announced E. Jay Colburn, Ohio Conference superintendent of schools. Many will

recognize Jobson as the recent third-grade teacher at Spring Valley Academy
in Centerville, a Pathways program presenter and the Ohio Adventist
Wikispace “instigator” and manager. Others may recognize her as a member
of her childhood Xenia church. 

“While being an extraordinarily outstanding classroom teacher, Alison has
also demonstrated excellent professional leadership by providing in-service for
her peers in topics ranging from Mimio Interactive Teaching Technology,
Developmental Reading Assessment, curriculum mapping, Discovery
Education, Pathways and the Responsive Classroom approach,” commented
Colburn. “Last summer, just for fun, Alison taught a Pathways Elementary
Writing Methods course for Washington Adventist University,” the Columbia
Union’s institution of higher learning in Takoma Park, Md.

“For me, Seventh-day Adventist education has always been more than a job
or career—it’s been a calling,” stated Jobson. “The gift of sharing Jesus’ mes-
sage and His teachings to children and families leaves an indelible impact on
you. When I received the call to serve in the Education office of the Ohio

Conference, I was at once humbled and grateful for such an amazing opportunity.”
While Jobson’s heart remains in the classroom, she “almost immediately began to feel the tug of the Holy Spirit

to accept the invitation.” She added, “It is often in times of contentedness and satisfaction that the Lord smiles and
reveals to you something fresh and new to challenge your sensibilities in a totally different way.”

In addition to her educational leadership, Jobson will coordinate the Child and Family Education ministry.
Jobson replaces the recently retired Cindy French-Puterbaugh.

New Associate Superintendent Joins Ohio Leadership

OMU Draws Attendees From Three Conferences

After six years, Ohio Ministry University (OMU) contin-
ues to draw lay leaders, pastors and those interested

in growing their church. This year was no exception with
188 registered guests from across Ohio, adding this year
several from the Allegheny West and Pennsylvania con-
ferences at the event in Dublin. 

Workshops as well as featured speakers struck a
chord with attendees, focusing on one goal: how to fill
empty pews. Paul Richardson, Reconnecting Ministries
coordinator for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
North America and executive director of the Center for
Creative Ministry, shared practical ideas and resources
about how local churches can reconnect with inactive
and former members. Ron Whitehead, director of the
Center for Youth Evangelism (Mich.), defined a church
of refuge and explained how local churches can reach
and engage teens and young adults. 

To listen to and view presentations from the event,
visit ohioadventist.org and select Ohio Ministry
University under the Annual Events link.

JUNE 2012

Ohio Ministry University attendees unite in prayer to ask
the Lord to help them fill their pews with more believers.
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believers and host their first cru-
sade. In 2010, with assistance from
the Ohio Conference and several
sister congregations in other confer-
ences, the group purchased a build-
ing. Earlier this year, the Ebenezer
Haitian church formally joined the
sisterhood of Ohio churches with a
consecration ceremony.

Sanctuary renovations are under-
way. Members are engaged in min-
istry, focusing on friendship evan-
gelism. Pastor Vergniaud Angrand
(left) assists people with a variety of
services: navigating the immigration
process, language interpretation
and offering referrals for housing
and employment. Also, the youth
are preparing to launch a new min-
istry in East Columbus. 

Their labors have borne fruit, and
the church already claims more than
60 members. One technique they
embraced early on was a new style

of church leadership. “Every single
member of the church is a partici-
pant of a ministry. No one is left
uninvolved,” explained Pastor
Angrand. “The church is committed
to continue in engaging children,
young people and adults in achiev-
ing the mission of the kingdom.”

Haitian Church is Organized, Plans Outreach

Cleveland Hispanic Churches Unite to Seek Revival 

In July 2001, a group of Haitians in
the Columbus area came together

to form the Ebenezer Christian
Community Group. Around May
2004, the Ohio Conference
accepted this group as a mission
congregation with several goals: 
to enhance the gospel work in
Columbus, form a community of

Spirit of God, the congregants met
with great fervor to hear the Word of
God and ended the six days with a
solemn communion service on
Friday evening. 

In the following weeks, the two
churches will immerse in a training
project called “Missionary
Instructions and Training Seminars,”
followed by a series of seminars by
Simpson that will train and equip at
least 100 members in the art of wit-
nessing and missionary effort.

The Cleveland Spanish First and
Ebenezer Spanish churches

recently joined efforts to rejoice in
fellowship, worship and service—
ingredients for an atmosphere of
revival. This past spring, the two
Cleveland congregations celebrated
the new birth of six children of God
through an event they themed “First
Fruits Baptism.” Members met at
the First church for a Week of
Prayer led by the district pastor,
Peter M. Simpson. Moved by the Above: Following a recent Week of

Prayer organized by the Cleveland
Spanish First and Ebenezer Spanish
churches, six people publicly demon-
strated their commitment to God: (left to
right) Victor Pacheco, Mariano Collazo,
Carmen Collazo, Mariano Collazo Jr.,
Sequel Collazo and Gloriberta Lebrón.

Ebenezer Haitian members join in the
young congregation’s consecration
ceremony.
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Captain Kick Butts and his sidekick Lungs Woman recently greeted more than 60 community members at
Reading Junior Academy (RJA) for “Kick Butts Day” in Reading. The event is an international endeavor to

inspire youth to speak out against the fatal effects of tobacco use. Adventist WholeHealth Network, RJA and the
Kenhorst Boulevard church sponsored this event with the support of other local institutions. 

A team of 10 students and two staff members from Blue Mountain Academy (BMA) in Hamburg helped plan and
run the event. The students organized six booths that featured fun and information on living smoke-free. These
included “101 Things to do Besides Smoking”; “Lungs Exposed,” a multimedia booth that explored the impact of
tobacco on the body; “They Put What in a Cigarette?” showcasing some of the 4,000
chemicals found in cigarettes; and “Public Policy,” where individuals could sign a petition
written by BMA students asking the Pennsylvania state legislature for more monetary sup-
port for tobacco cessation and prevention programs.

Guests were given the opportunity to win a $25 gift card by guessing the number of
cigarette butts in a jar. The team collected 832 butts from a community playground, and
206 butts from an ashtray at a retail store.

BMA’s Ariel Aires provided two performances, taught the children acrobatic moves
and participated in activities showing the impact tobacco has on breathing. Kids had
so much fun that they stayed the entire three hours—even after their parents walked
home.—Alysha Hollingshead

Community Unites to “Kick Butts”

At the invitation of his co-worker, Justin McLaughlin,
a young adult from Philadelphia, attended Just

Claim It—the third annual North American Division youth
prayer conference held in Greensboro, N.C. McLaughlin

found what he was looking for when he attended Pastor
Tara VinCross’s seminar Thursday morning. VinCross,
pastor of the Chestnut Hill church in Philadelphia,
showed a video showcasing Chestnut Hill’s REACH
Philadelphia church plant, which is led by young adults
ministering to young adults in Philadelphia. 

After the seminar, McLaughlin approached VinCross
and said, “This is what I’ve been waiting for. I want to
join your church.”

VinCross didn’t realize that he wasn’t a Seventh-day
Adventist. On Friday night, McLaughlin made a decision
to be baptized. He approached Pastor Manny Cruz,
North American Division associate Youth Ministries
director, who said, “Let’s go for it! Which local church
do you want to join?” He replied, “The REACH
Philadelphia church plant.”

VinCross baptized McLaughlin in the Sheraton
Hotel’s pool on Sabbath morning, surrounded by a
dozen members of the REACH group who hugged, 
supported and welcomed him into the fellowship of
believers. Watch a video of the baptism at
vimeo.com/38278473.—Tara VinCross

JUNE 2012

Pastors Manny Cruz and Tara VinCross surround Justin
McLaughlin in the baptismal pool.

Captain Kick Butts, also known as Rico Gordon, a BMA senior, and
his sidekick, Lungs Woman, better known as Maile Hoffman, a
BMA senior, greeted community members at “Kick Butts Day.”

Young Adult Discovers Church Plant in North Carolina
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Joseph Bates. The book contains
notes written by Bates, and
Adventist heritage scholars consider
it a historically valuable artifact. 

The concordance originally
belonged to Jeanne’s great-grand-
father, an Adventist pastor. The
Hartwells graduated from Southern
in 1978. “We knew this was an
important piece of Adventist her-
itage and wanted the concordance
to be accessible for research and
enjoyment by scholars, historians
and church members,” Jeanne said.

Southern Adventist University
will most likely house the book in
the Ellen G. White Resource Room

of the McKee Library on campus,
making it available to all who would
like to view it, while protecting it
from deterioration.

Hartwells Donate Bates Concordance

Ray Hartwell, Pennsylvania
Conference president, and his

wife, Jeanne, associate Ministerial
secretary, recently donated to
Southern Adventist University (SAU)
(Tenn.) a rare Bible concordance
used by early Adventist pioneer

Ray and Jeanne Hartwell present the
concordance to Gordon Bietz (left),
SAU president, and Joe Mocnik
(right), director of the McKee Library.
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Laurel Lake Summer Camp

Tweens - June 17
Teens - June 24
Helping Hands - July 1
Families July 3
Juniors - July 8
Adventurers - July 15
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Airing six times a week, Acción Adventista and Ondas de Esperanza,
two radio ministries spearheaded by Jose Esposito (left), director

of Potomac’s Hispanic Ministries, should cost more than $1,000 per
program to broadcast in the Richmond, Va., area. However, owners of
Radio Ponder expressed that they have been blessed by the programs
and now ask for just $200 each program. 

Geared toward the Hispanic church community, the 60-minute pro-
gram Acción Adventista, which airs on Saturdays, starts with a biblical
message. A time follows for listeners to call the station and share their
praise and prayer requests, announce church events and request rides

to church services and activities. The program closes with the children’s program Tu Historia Preferida. 
Ondas de Esperanza airs live Monday through Friday at ministeriovuelve.com. It’s a less interactive program with

an inspirational message by evangelist Alejandro Bullón and music. Since January 14, most people in the Potomac
Conference territory, as well as parts of Pennsylvania and Chesapeake, have been able to tune in to 1030 AM and
1380 AM to hear the programs. “We hope that listeners will feel compelled to go to one of our churches and
become involved or attend an event,” says Jacqueline Sanchez, administrative assistant at the Adventist Center for
Evangelism and Discipleship, Potomac’s Hispanic Ministries headquarters in Temple Hills, Md. “Our office number
is announced so people can call us with questions, request a copy of the message or find a local church.”

“This ministry is increasing awareness of the needs around us and motivating us to take action,” Esposito
says.—Jacqueline Sanchez

Radio Programs Impact Station
Owners, Community

21 Attend CHIP Series at Filipino Capitol 

Last year the Filipino Capitol church determined to
place greater emphasis on helping their community.

After much discussion, they concluded that holding a
Complete Health Improvement Program (CHIP) would
be the best way to make an impact.

“We spread the word about CHIP a couple of
months before,” said Lemuel Niere, senior pastor. “One
Sabbath in February, the church members went door to
door and handed out invitational brochures about the
program and its benefits. Now we’re planning to use
CHIP as an outreach program each year.”

This year 21 people enrolled for the three-hour meet-
ings held each weekday in March, paying to receive blood
work, books and materials. A speaker from Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore hosted the class’s graduation cere-
mony. Filipino Capitol’s Health Ministries coordinators con-
tinue to keep the alumni engaged by sponsoring monthly
gatherings to discuss progress and other health topics. 

The church plans to use more health-focused out-
reach programs this year, including one for diabetes
awareness and another to help people quit smoking. For
more information and additional photos, visit pcsda.org.

JUNE 2012

At CHIP seminars sponsored by the Filipino Capitol church,
attendees learn to eat better and balance their diets.

Attendees are taught that simple exercises and stretches
can dramatically improve overall health. 
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been distributed. While restocking
the supply at the social services’
office one day, the lead social
worker shared the story of one
recipient. “She told me that a 
15-year-old boy had come in. They
handed him a pack. He rummaged
through it and took a few items
and handed the bag back,” said
Olsyne. “The social worker told
him the whole thing was his. He
stared at her for a second and qui-
etly said, ‘I’ve never owned a
backpack before.’ For him, just the
bag would have been enough to
make a difference.”

Later Olsyne witnessed an inter-
action between a father and his
children. “There were two beautiful
blonde-haired kids sobbing in the
arms of their crying dad,” she
recalled. “The social worker was
trying to gently end the visitation
and it made me realize all over
again how emotionally draining this
is for the children and parents.
Often times, the kids don’t under-
stand what’s going on. I realized
that’s who we’re reaching out to.
Stories like these tug at my heart
strings and keep me motivated and
moving forward.”

Initially, the Olsynes financed
Kinder Kare themselves. As the
needs grew, the Harrisonburg
church decided to ask for dona-
tions and put a separate line on
their tithe envelopes for the min-
istry. During the holiday season,
the Harrisonburg church Women’s
Ministries group collects the names
of hurting children and submits
them to Olsyne so that she can
also give them backpacks. A mem-
ber of the women’s group also
knits blankets for these children.

“I was a bit reluctant to start ini-
tially,” Olsyne admitted. “It’s much
easier and more comfortable not to

do something or to have an idea
and not implement it. But, Bill
[Miller, conference president] is
always encouraging us to step out-
side of our comfort zones and reach
out to people through our strengths.
I’m so happy I did. I can see God
working every step of the way. It’s
so encouraging to see how the
branches of an idea can spread
when God, love and faith are at the
center.”—Tiffany Doss

Kinder Kare Ministry Encourages Hurting Kids

Children pulled from their homes
by social services often can’t

take much, if anything, with them. 
I started Kinder Kare so they could
have something more than the
clothes on their backs, something
that they can call theirs,” explains
Janet Olsyne, administrative assis-
tant at the Potomac Conference
office in Staunton, Va.

Olsyne and her husband, Ron,
started the program in 2010 to pro-
vide age- (infant to 16) and gender-
specific backpacks filled with items
like toys, books and personal
hygiene products. Volunteers dis-
tribute the items to Harrisonburg,
Va.’s social services office and the
Mercy House. Additionally, packs to
the Mercy House, a privately owned
care provider for the homeless,
include Bible-themed coloring
books, hardback Bibles for youth
and a picture of Jesus with a note
from the Harrisonburg church.

Olsyne’s inspiration for Kinder
Kare came from her husband’s aunt.
“For years, Ester knitted blankets
for kids coming out of drug homes,”
she explains. “She passed away in
2010, and I felt compelled to keep
the legacy going.”

Since the inception of this min-
istry, more than 200 packs have

Since Kinder Kare started in 2010,
more than 200 backpacks have been
distributed to children.

Once every few months, volunteers
help Janet Olsyne (left) pack and dis-
tribute the bags, which are filled with
items like toys, books and personal
hygiene products.

Potomac People is published in the 
Visitor by the Potomac Conference
606 Greenville Ave., Staunton, VA 24401
Phone: (540) 886-0771 � pcsda.org
President, Bill Miller � Communication
Director, Dan Jensen
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Nearly 20 Takoma Academy (TA) students plus staff
recently journeyed to Tanzania to provide mission-

ary support to Global Vessels, a Seventh-day Adventist
nonprofit, at their Havilah Orphanage. TA’s own faculty
member Virginia Mathis and her husband, Frazier,
started Global Vessels in 1998. 

On the recent 10-day sojourn to East Africa, students
toiled in the construction of the orphanage’s administra-
tion building and learning center. They also conducted
Vacation Bible School for the local children, and spent
time with students of the nearby Tanzania Adventist
Secondary School. A tour to the Ngorongoro Crater and
nearby Mt. Kilimanjaro offered an opportunity for them
to observe the beauty of Africa’s flora and fauna. 

While these students engaged in missionary work in
Africa, the remainder of the student body labored locally
during TA’s Service Week. They welcomed the opportu-
nity to be of assistance and make a difference in the
community. Their labor included tree planting, water-
front cleanup, restoring hiking trails, mulching and
painting. Some students, under the direction of
Reginald Alexander, Allegheny East Conference’s asso-
ciate director of Publishing, also knocked on doors in
neighboring communities and shared Jesus as part of
an ongoing literature program called Youth for Change.
Each week young people take literature and a joy of
knowing Jesus to a dying world. 

Students Help During Mission Trip, Service Week

Student Week of Prayer Highlights God’s Faithfulness

Takoma Academy students, with support from Chaplain Mario Broussard, entered into its Student Week of
Prayer with the theme “God on Call.” Every day students met for up to 45 minutes to worship and minister

to each other in song, drama, poetry, prayer and the spoken Word. Speakers from each class presented a daily
message with a profound and relevant impact, as would be expected when
peers, under the prompting of the Holy Spirit, share Jesus. In his message,
sophomore Derrick Green (right) reminded his peers that Daniel did not let his
environment and circumstances shake his faith in God, and when he called on
God, He answered. God always answers.   

David Hooker, a TA faculty member, concluded the week calling the student
body into a deeper and more conscious relationship with God. Pastor Paul
Graham, a guest presenter from the Restoration Praise Center in Lanham, Md.,
added to the impactful week. He shared from his own life story and admonished
students that, while parents know they can’t always be there for their growing
years, God has promised to never forsake them. God is always on call! 

Freshman Briana Marshall and junior Ashley Laing help
build an administration building at the Havilah Orphanage
in Tanzania.

Freshman Gabrielle Watson and others assist at area 
gardens during TA’s Service Week.
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to the United States in Washington,
D.C., with support from the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York. The
young ladies gave a presentation on
Portugal’s high government debt
and deficit. 

Junior Merlique Blackwood
attained a Silver Key Award for
excellence in writing from the
Alliance for Young Artists & Writers.
She continues to write and is moti-
vated by a quote she picked up on
Twitter, “Show me how you worship
and I’ll show you my pen and paper.” 

Graduating senior Desmond
Stanback won the Education,
Goals, Opportunities and Sports,
Inc. organization’s News Channel 8
Glenn Harris Sports Talk Show
Player of the Year award for basket-
ball. Stanback led TA to yet another
championship title this season.

“Takoma Academy has really added
focus and greater direction to my
future,” he says. 

Graduating senior Jeremy Cox
got an opportunity to be part of the
Maryland governmental process. He
served as an intern for a week at the
Maryland State House, working
closely with several senators and
administrative staff. 

Freshman Karee-Anne Rogers
and sophomore Jae Bradley partici-
pated in the DC Regional Brain Bee.
Participants prepared by engaging
in scientific reading and rehearsal of
statistical and factual knowledge on
the brain, nervous system and
spinal cord. Hilary Daly, a Science
Department faculty member, sup-
ported their participation.

Students Shine Through Awards, Achievements

Alumni Reunite During Weeklong Celebration

Takoma Academy strives to 
promote among its students

excellence, team spirit and a will-
ingness to explore life beyond the
classroom. Throughout the year,
students reflected these qualities
through academic and external
achievements.

Sophomores Rachelle Pichot,
Leena Daniel and Noelle Francis
(right) participated in the
Washington, D.C., region of the
inaugural Euro Challenge 2012. 
The Euro Challenge is a program
launched and supported by the
Delegation of the European Union

shared a bit of his story and the
motivation he gained while at TA
that helped him press through diffi-
cult times. Through tears, he also
shared the story of teachers who
believed in him when he did not
even believe in himself. 

Under the theme “Redemption
Reunion Restoration,” the week’s
activities included a pep rally and
alumni basketball game, awards
dinner, evening vespers and
Sabbath worship. TA’s choir and
steel band added to the Sabbath
worship experience, when guest
speaker Mario Torres, from the
Clarksburg (Md.) church, culminated

the event by reminding attendees
that Jesus promised to return and
take His loved ones home during the
greatest reunion.

Moving away from the traditional
alumni weekend, the Takoma

Academy Alumni Association hosted
a week of activities to celebrate “the
lasting legacy of Takoma Academy
and the positive role that her alumni
have played in today’s world and
local community,” stated Henry
Pittman (’82), alumni president, dur-
ing the opening ceremony. Pittman

Henry Pittman (’82), alumni 
president; Laura Benn, a retired 
TA faculty of 40 years; and Manny
Montero (’88) enjoy catching up 
during this year’s Alumni Week.

Freshman Karee-Anne Rogers 
and sophomore Jae Bradley, with
support from TA faculty member
Hilary Daly, earn acknowledgment 
for their participation in this year’s 
DC Regional Brain Bee.

TA Today is published in the Visitor by
Takoma Academy � 8120 Carroll Ave.,
Takoma Park, MD 20912 � Phone: 
(301) 434-4700 � ta.edu � Principal, David
Daniels � Editor, David Turner
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Irecently attended a meeting at the White House with Arne Duncan, Education secretary; senior White House 
advisors; and several college presidents from across the country. We met to discuss issues on higher education

relative to access, affordability, student success and accountability. 
At the end of the meeting, we accepted President Obama’s challenge to do what is necessary for America, 

to once again, have the highest share of college graduates in the world by 2020. It was important for Washington
Adventist University (WAU) to be at the table and actively participate in such discussions. One primary reason is
that many of our students cannot afford private higher education, and these federal funds play a
major role in preparing them for lifelong careers. Our university is sensitive to these issues and
that is the reason for WAU’s Vision 2020. 

Vision 2020 is a continuation of the strategic planning process to create a culture of excellence at
WAU. Based on various assessments that we conducted over the past four years, we now have the
data that will guide us in developing action plans that will transform us into a thriving university that is
continuously produces graduates who demonstrate competence and moral leadership to their com-
munities. We will continue to develop game-changing actions, under the six institutional pillars
of excellence: quality, people, finance, growth, service and community.

From the White House to Our Campus

NEWS

Weymouth Spence
President

Mock Trial Team Ends Season on High Note
WAU’s Mock Trial Team won their first event of the

year against Howard University. In a spirited competi-
tion, held in Morrison Hall Chapel, the team walked
away with awards for best attorney going to Asara
Greaves and best witness to Angelica Carrasco. In a
later trial, they tied with the University of Maryland.

“I joined the mock trial class not knowing then that 
it would be filled with such invaluable information and
exciting experiences. Our coaches, with their tough

love, gave us everything we needed and more,” said
Greaves, a junior history major. 

Alumni Steve Brennwald, a defense attorney in
Washington, D.C., and Petra Aaron, Baltimore City’s
assistant state’s attor-
ney, are the team’s
coaches.

SIFE Team Stands
Out at Regionals

WAU’s SIFE team
was named a Rookie 
of the Year and First
Runner-Up Region
Champion at the 
SIFE USA Regional
Competition recently
held in Baltimore. The
event is one of 11
regional competitions
held across the United
States. Participating
students in SIFE, or
Students in Free
Enterprise, use busi-
ness concepts to develop community outreach 
projects that improve the quality of life and standard 
of living for people in need.

The SIFE program culminates with an annual series
of competitions where teams present the results of
their projects to business leaders who evaluate them. 

JUNE 2012

WAU’s Mock Trial Team includes (front row) Katherine
Case, Asara Greaves, Angelica Carrasco, (back row)
Christopher McArthur, Eric Kannampuzha and Stephen
Williams Jr.
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Nineteen students received asso-
ciate of applied science and asso-
ciate of science degrees. 

Keynote speaker Scott McClure
(left), a Washington attorney, urged
graduates to remain true to the
university’s commitment to a life of
service and social justice. A WAU
education, he said, is about
engaging minds and transforming
lives, which means grasping the
information necessary to be com-
petent in one’s field or the pursuit
of further studies. It also involves
an action plan that incorporates
the values of kindness, respect,
honesty, candor, ethics and follow-
ing the Lord.

Nirupama Rao, WAU’s distin-
guished Gateway to Service hon-
oree and ambassador of India to
the United States, was recognized
for her contribution to liberal arts
education, says WAU’s president,
Weymouth Spence, EdD. Rao
holds undergraduate and graduate
degrees in English literature and is
a published poet. She joined the
diplomatic service in 1973 and, in
addition to her Washington post,
has served her country in Sri
Lanka, Moscow and Beijing. 

In a presentation liberally sprin-
kled with the wisdom of compa-
triot Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian
civil rights leader, Rao commended
WAU’s emphasis on character
education, which she said is 

critical for preparing young minds
to face the challenges of the con-
temporary world. 

Graduation weekend activities
began with the Consecration
Service at Sligo church. Grant
Leitma, PhD, chair of the
Psychology Department, gave the
address. On Sabbath Rear Admiral
Barry Black, the 62nd chaplain of
the United States Senate, served
as keynote speaker. 

Washington Adventist University Graduates 
One of its Largest Classes 

This spring slightly under 300
students passed through

Washington Adventist University’s
Gateway to Service in Takoma
Park, Md. Relatives and friends
packed nearby Sligo church to wit-
ness one of the largest graduating
classes in the university’s history.
University officials say the num-
bers are symbolic of a growth
spurt that they have been experi-
encing in recent years. 

The Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor
of Music and Bachelor of Science

degrees were conferred on 237
students, while graduate degrees
in business administration, coun-
seling psychology, professional
counseling psychology, healthcare
administration, public administra-
tion, nursing education and nurs-
ing and business leadership were
conferred on 45 students.

Nirupama Rao, ambassador of India
to the United States, was WAU’s dis-
tinguished Gateway Service honoree.

Regina Johnson, class president, who
received her degrees in religion and
business administration, addresses
her fellow graduates.

The Gateway is published in the 
Visitor by the Washington Adventist
University � 7600 Flower Ave., Takoma
Park, MD 20912 � Phone: (800) 835-4212
wau.edu � President, Weymouth Spence
Communication Director, Grace Virtue 
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Get news 
and interesting 
tidbits about 
your church 

family by 
following us 

at twitter.com/
VisitorNews.

Sligo by the Sea 2012
Sabbath School: 10 a.m.
Worship Service: 11 a.m.

Speaker Schedule:

June 30 Steve Chavez

July 7 Kermit Netteburg

July 14 Ron Halversen, Jr.

July 21 Ron Halversen, Sr.

July 28 Rick Remmers

August 4 Terry Johnsson

August 11 William Johnsson

August 18 Fred Kinsey

August 25 Larry Evans

September 1 Charles Tapp

September 8 Robert Quintana

September 15 Dunbar Henri

September 22 Steve Chavez

September 29 Vladimir Corea

Services held at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
10301 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City, Md.

(410) 524-7474

Casual dress is appropriate.



Kettering College has degree 
offerings in:
• Respiratory Care • Sonography 

• Nursing • Advanced Imaging 

• Physician Assistant • Health Sciences 

• Radiologic Technology • Human Biology

Innovation. Superior graduates. Passion for service and health.

www.kc.edu   1.800.433.5262

Write Your Own Story
Become Part of Our History

Dayton, Ohio

KETTERING MEDICAL CENTER

Kettering
College

Follow us:

95 Holcombe Cove Road  
Candler, NC 28715

828-418-2333  www.pisgahvalley.org

S E C U R E ,  M A I N T E N A N C E - F R E E  C O N D O S 
A V A I L A B L E  N O W !

A Vibrant, Active 
Retirement Awaits You.

Life at Pisgah Estates offers 
a perfect blend of privacy 
and community with all the 
advantages of independent 
living. Our safe and secure 

environment provides pleasant, 

!"#$%&'()*+'&,'-+("&+#'!./012+

and our fully equipped Wellness 
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and therapy. Live the worry-free 
retirement you’ve imagined 
with all the comforts and 

amenities of home, but none of 

%6,+6'--!,-+"(+78.,,8! Call 
today to schedule your visit.
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Bulletin Board

hypertension, obesity, arthritis,
osteoporosis, fibromyalgia, lupus,
multiple sclerosis, chronic fatigue,
cancer, substance abuse, stress,
anxiety, depression and many
more. Invest in your health and call
(800) 634-9355 for more information,
or visit wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.

REAL ESTATE

ALL-BRICK HOME, BERKELEY
SPRINGS, WV: 2,900 sq. ft., 4BR,
3BA, eat-in kitchen, living room
with deck, dining room, large family
room, storage space. 15 years 
old. Central air, propane heat,
wood stove. Two 2-car garages, 
4 cleared acres. Near active
church. $298,000. Contact: Irene
Coon, (304) 258-4030.

ALL-BRICK HOME OR 
HEALTHCARE FACILITY near
Hagerstown, Md. 4,600 sq. ft., 
on 13-plus acres with view; 3BR, 
3.5 BA, den/office, living room,
family room with fireplace, dining
room, eat-in kitchen and large gar-
den apartment. Electric heat pump
and a/c. $739,450. Ray Woolsey,
(301) 432-5507.

CONDO FOR SALE: 2BR and
1BA condo, fully renovated;
ground-level entry facing woods;
10-minute walk to Washington
Adventist Hospital and University;
close to Sligo Seventh-day

Adventist Church; one mile to
Takoma Park metro station. 
Selling price: $165,000. Call 
(301) 263-4801, or email:
rmanuel4801@gmail.com.

SERVICES

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
DENTIST, David Lee, DDS,
FAGD, AFAAID, has practices
located in Silver Spring and
Ellicott City, Md. He is extensively
trained in implant, cosmetic,
TMD/TMJ, sedation and laser
dentistry. Dr. Lee is an Associate
Fellow of the American Academy
of Implant Dentistry, as well as
having many other certifications.
For appointments, call (410) 461-
6655 in Ellicott City or (301) 649-
5001 in Silver Spring. Mention 
this ad and receive a 10% dis-
count on all services, excluding
third-party payers. We welcome
new patients.

ARE YOU MOVING SOON?
Before you rent a U-Haul and do it
yourself, check our price and save
yourself the hassle. Plan ahead
now and reserve a time. Fast,
direct and economical. Contact
Gary Erhard, Erhard Moving and
Storage, 610 S. Mechanic, Berrien
Springs, MI 49103, 8-11 p.m., E.T.
phone: (269) 471-7366, or cell:
(248) 890-5700.

SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only
interracial group exclusively for
Adventist singles over 40. Stay
home and meet new friends in 
the United States, with a pen pal
monthly newsletter of members
and album. For information, send 
a large, self-addressed, stamped
envelope to ASO 40, 2747
Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.

PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC
SERIES OR HEALTH SEMINAR?
Have questions? Need affordable,
professionally prepared handbills,
brochures, signs, banners and
mailing services? Call HOPE’s 
customer service representative
toll-free: (800) 274-0016, or visit
hopesource.com. You deserve 
the best with confidence and
peace of mind. Your friends at
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver—on time!

ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG:
Free 14-day trial! Join thousands 
of active Adventist singles online.
Free chat, search, detailed profiles
and match notifications! Two-way 
compatibility match, photos and
confidential online mail. Witnessing
opportunities to the world through
articles, friendships, chat and
forums. Since 1993. Adventist
owners. Thousands of successful
matches. Top ranked.

MARYLAND ADVENTIST 
PODIATRIST: Dr. Scott Nutter,
highly trained, experienced and
board certified, is available in 

EMPLOYMENT

HOPE CHANNEL FUNDRAISING
DIRECTOR: Hope Channel, with
13 unique full-time broadcasts
globally, seeks person to execute
direct response fundraising and
donor acquisition strategies across
a wide variety of media. Requires
relevant master’s degree and exten-
sive fundraising experience. More 
information at HopeTV.org/
Employment. Send résumé to
employment@HopeTV.org.

HOPE CHANNEL MARKETING
DIRECTOR: The official television
broadcast of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church seeks person to
implement strategies to increase
viewership and manage Hope
Channel’s off-broadcast public
presence, including sale of ministry-
related products. Requires relevant
master’s degree and extensive mar-
keting experience. More 
information at HopeTV.org/
Employment. Send résumé to
employment@HopeTV.org.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is
searching for a baker to join Dining
Services. Qualified candidates will
have a pastry chef degree or two
years of training/experience. For
additional information and to apply,
please visit: andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_hourly.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is 
currently searching for a coordina-
tor of Vocal Studies to join our
Music Department. Qualified candi-
dates will have an earned doctoral
degree in voice performance. For
additional information and to apply,
please visit: andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is 
currently searching for a Center for
Youth Evangelism director. Qualified
candidates must have experience
as a youth professional and hold a
master’s degree or higher. For addi-
tional information and to apply,
please visit: andrews.edu/HR/
emp_jobs_salaried.cgi.

MISCELLANEOUS

EARLITEEN AND YOUTH:
ELLIOTDYLAN.COM for the
Undercover Angels book series 
for Christian teens that builds on
biblical principles and reinforces
integrity. Great for Sabbath reading,
church schools, home schools 
and gifts! Youth will enjoy these
Christian novels filled with action,
character-building lessons and
Bible truths. Kindle and large print
editions available.

INTERNATIONALBIBLES.COM:
An online religious superstore, 
7115 Morman Bridge Rd., 
Omaha, NE 68152; email:
service@internationalbibles.com;
phone: (402) 502-0883.

FREE SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
NEWSLETTER: What can you 
do to prevent a fire? How can you
make sure your children are safe
from predators? Sign up to receive
a FREE monthly electronic 
newsletter from Adventist Risk
Management filled with Simple
Solutions to help minimize risks and
prevent accidents at your home,
school, church or place of business.
Every edition has something for you.
Email: subscribe@adventistrisk.org
for your FREE subscription.
Adventist Risk Management, provid-
ing risk management solutions for
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

DIABETES, CANCER, HBP AND
WEIGHT LOSS: Many success
stories coming from Home for
Health Lifestyle Center. They offer 
a hands-on healing experience
great for anyone desiring a lasting
improvement in health and deeper
Christian walk. Sessions last 1-3
weeks, are quality, empowering
and family friendly. For more infor-
mation, visit HomeforHealth.net or
call (606) 663-6671.

FIRST NAD ADVENTIST 
MUSLIM RELATIONS TRAINING
& NETWORKING WEEKEND:
Interested in reaching out to Muslim
neighbors? Ever wondered how 
our Adventist theology of mission
applies to the Muslim context in
North America? Want to be trained
by practitioners who will present
field-tested, fruitful practices they’ve
discovered? If so, this event is for
you! Dates: July 26-29. Location:
Heritage Academy, Tenn. Register
early. Contact Heidi Guttschuss:
Heidi.NADAMR@gmail.com or 
(404) 558-4682.

COUNTRY LIVING SEMINAR,
JULY 15-22: Simple, practical 
living in the country. Devotionals
focus on rural life and last day
events. Cost: $370. 1-Week
Lifestyle Renewal Seminar, 
July 1-8. Focus on lifestyle change,
health education, hands-on 
cooking and exercise. Cost: $370.
Upcoming Seminars: 14-day
Lifestyle Renewal, July 22-August
5. Cost: $740. Site: Wildwood
Health Retreat, Iron City, Tenn.
Contact: Charene, (931) 724-6706,
or wildwoodhealthretreat.org.

GREAT GIFT IDEAS AT
AFFORDABLE PRICES: Ellen G.
White portrait beautifully recon-
structed in full color. Also, portrait
of a Nazarene authentic Jesus 
with dark complexion. Pathfinder
and Adventurer artwork. End 
time prophecy artwork. Visit:
ellenandjesus.com or call 
(903) 231-3522. References 
are listed on the website: 
ellenandjesus.com.

THE WILDWOOD LIFESTYLE
PROGRAM can help you naturally
treat and reverse diseases such 
as diabetes, heart disease, 

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
Realtor, GRI, CRS

(800) 586-4669
Email:

phyllisnewman@realtor.com

Websites:
MDsmartbuy.com

homesdatabase.com/
realestate

Website allows you to search
MD MLS database by price, 

zip code, and have new 
listings emailed to you.

Serving Maryland

Ask about our buy/sell 
program: Special pricing 
when you both buy and 

sell with Phyllis.

Recipient of 
RE/MAX Hall of Fame

and 
RE/MAX Platinum Sales 

Awards 

RE/MAX Realty Centre, Inc.
(301) 774-5900

Selling Maryland homes 
since 1987.
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several locations to help your
foot/ankle problems, including
arthritis, heel pain, spurs, diabetes,
callouses, ingrown nails, sprains,
fractures, warts, bunions, etc.
Surgery, if it is needed, at Adventist
hospitals. Laurel: (301) 317-6800;
Greenbelt: (301) 345-5200; or
Columbia: (410) 531-6350.

MOVE WITH AN AWARD-
WINNING AGENCY: Apex 
Moving & Storage partners with 
the General Conference to provide
quality moves at a discounted rate.
Call us for your relocation needs.
Adventist beliefs uncompromised.
Call Marcy Danté at (800) 766-
1902 for a free estimate. Visit us 
at apexmoving.com/adventist.

ELTERNHAUS ASSISTED 
LIVING: Adventist Care for
Adventist elderly. Enjoy the spring
flowers with our excellent personal
care on Levels I, II, III and beyond.
Lacto-ovo-vegetarian cuisine and
beautiful country views in western
Howard County, Md. Call: 
(240) 286-3635 for availability. 
Website: elternhausalf.com; 
email: elternhaus@verizon.net.

AUTHORS WANTED: If you’ve
written your life story, want to tell
others of God’s love, or desire to
share your spiritual ideas and want it
published, call TEACHServices.com
at (800) 367-1844, ext. 3, for a
FREE manuscript review.

TRAVEL/VACATION

RVS! Adventist-owned and 
-operated RV dealership has been
helping Adventists for over 35
years. Huge inventory of new and
used trailers and motor homes:
Jayco, Newmar and Hurricane.
Courtesy airport pickup and on-site
hook ups. Call toll-free: (888) 933-
9300, Lee’s RV, Oklahoma City;
leesrv.com; or email: Lee Litchfield
at Lee@leesrv.com.

CONSIDER CLEMMER’S COVE
in Rehoboth Beach, Del., for your
summer vacation. Adventist-owned
home offers 4BR, 2.5BA, eat-in
kitchen, separate dining and living
rooms, and sunroom. Deck and 
hot tub in fenced yard. No pets
allowed. Sunday-Sunday rentals.
Call (240) 764-4004 for available
dates June through August.

LEGAL NOTICE

COLUMBIA UNION 
CONFERENCE SPECIAL 
CONSTITUENCY MEETING

Notice is hereby given that a
special constituency meeting of
the Columbia Union Conference 
of Seventh-day Adventists will be
held Sunday, July 29, 2012, at 
the Southern Asian Seventh-day
Adventist Church, located at 
2001 East Randolph Road, 

Silver Spring, Maryland. The
meeting will convene at 10 a.m.

This special constituency 
meeting will be held solely for the
purpose of considering Action 
No. 12-18 of the May 17, 2012,
meeting of the Columbia Union
Conference Executive Committee,
to wit: To recognize its responsibility
to act morally and ethically by
expressing unyielding commitment
to ordain qualified persons to the
gospel ministry without regard to
gender; to call a special con-
stituency meeting for the purpose of
authorizing ordination to the gospel
ministry without regard to gender;
and, to set the meeting date for 
July 29, 2012, at 10 a.m. at a loca-
tion to be determined in Maryland.

This action by the Columbia
Union Executive Committee shall
be the sole agenda item for the
special constituency meeting. 

Dave E. Weigley, President
Robert T. Vandeman, Secretary

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEED TO RECONNECT 
WITH GOD? Want your kids 
to grow spiritually? Join us for 
our Mega Week celebration 
July 29-Aug. 5. Sunday-Friday:
Revival & VBS, 6:30-8:30 p.m.;
Saturday: Adult & Children’s
Church, Gospel on the Lawn, 
6-9 p.m.; Sunday: Fun Day,
11a.m.-4 p.m. Location: Wheaton

Adventist Church, 3132 Bel Pre
Rd., Silver Spring, MD 20906. 
For more information, visit:
Wheatonsda.org, or email:
Wheatonsda@hotmail.com.

150TH ANNIVERSARY 
NEW YORK CONFERENCE
HERITAGE CAMP MEETING.
Enjoy special features by guest
“pioneers,” attend “barn meetings”
in the main tent, and renew your
commitment to watch and be
ready. Plan to attend June 22-30 
at Union Springs Academy. For
more information, visit nyconf.org.

THE ALLIANCE OF PRISON
MINISTRY ORGANIZATIONS
AND AFFILIATES 22ND
ANNUAL CONVENTION will be
held July 25-29 at the Sheraton
Meadowlands Hotel in East
Rutherford, N.J., co-sponsored by
the New Jersey and Allegheny East
conferences. 25 prison evangelism
and community-related workshops
will be offered. Why not ask your
church/ministry to help you to
attend this convention? For more
information or to register, contact
Adventist PlusLine, (800) 732-7587
or plusline.org.

                       Jun 1     Jun 8    Jun 15   Jun 22  Jun 29

Baltimore         8:28       8:32       8:35       8:37       8:37

Cincinnati        8:59       9:03       9:06       9:08       9:08

Cleveland         8:54       8:59       9:02       9:04       9:04

Columbus        8:55       8:59       9:03       9:04       9:05

Jersey City       8:22       8:26       8:29       8:31       8:31

Norfolk             8:19       8:23       8:26       8:28       8:28

Parkersburg     8:47       8:51       8:54       8:56       8:57

Philadelphia     8:24       8:28       8:31       8:33       8:33

Pittsburgh        8:44       8:49       8:52       8:54       8:54

Reading           8:28       8:32       8:36       8:37       8:38

Richmond        8:26       8:30       8:33       8:35       8:35

Roanoke          8:35       8:39       8:42       8:44       8:44

Toledo              9:03       9:07       9:11       9:12       9:13

Trenton            8:23       8:27       8:30       8:32       8:33

Wash., D.C.      8:28       8:32       8:35       8:37       8:37

Sunset Calendar

10th Annual
Southwest Virginia

Weekend 
Camp Meeting

September 7-9 

Rural Retreat Virginia
Fairgrounds

Under the big tent!
Special Mission 

Outreach Emphasis

Featuring:
Keynote speaker, 
Homer Trecarin,

and over a dozen mission
organizations including:

Dick Duerksen, 
Maranatha Adventist Mission
Adventist Heritage Ministry

ADRA, AFM
Gospel Outreach 
and many others

Spiritually uplifting stories,
music, displays and 

motivational sermons

For more information, visit:
swvacampmeeting.org

or call Anita at:
(276) 579-7740

Adventist Book Center Specials
Camping—Motels—Friends
Sabbath Vegetarian Potluck

OBITUARY

CORRECTION: 

WRIGHT, Kenneth A., Jr.,
born November 11, 1934, in Union
Springs, N.Y.; died September 11,
2011, in Winchester, Va. He was 
a member of the Berkley Springs
(W.Va.) church. He graduated from
Columbia Union College (now
Washington Adventist University) 
in 1963 with a BS in Business
Administration. Following gradua-
tion, Kenneth managed two credit
unions before entering denomina-
tional service. He served at the
Voice of Prophecy, then at the
Arizona Conference, Bass
Memorial Academy, Mountain 
View Conference, Wisconsin
Conference, Pakistan Union,
Potomac Adventist Book Center
and the General Conference
Treasury Department. He retired in
2005 and moved to West Virginia.
Survivors: his wife, Ruth E. Wright,
of Berkley Springs, W.Va.; a
daughter, Sharon E. Wright, of
Pasadena, Md.; a son, Kenneth A.
Wright III, of New Smyrna Beach,
Fla.; and a brother, Burton L.
Wright, of Avon Park, Fla.

For information on placing an obituary in the Visitor, 
call Sandra Jones at (888) 484-7486 or download a submission 

form at columbiaunion.org/obituary. Obituaries are 
placed in the order they are received.




