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LITERATURE—IN THE FINISHING OF GOD’S 'WORK
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“OTHER sheep [ have, which are

not of this fold: them also I
must bring, and they shall hear My
voice; and there shall be one fold,
and one shepherd.” John 10:16.

As in the days of Christ so it is
now. There are many, many people
now belonging to other religious or-
ganizations who are truly God’s sheep.
The Master wants His shepherds to
search out these sheep today and bring
them into the fold so that there may
be one fold and one shepherd. To a
larger degree it depends upon pastors,

evangelists, teachers, and other workers

A. L. HaMm, President, Southern Asia Division

% to carry out this commission. However,

it seems to me that our faithful col-
porteur-evangelists are in a very pecu-
liar way the ones who most accurately
fit into this promise of the Master, and
it is through them that He searches
out the sheep of other folds. This is

| done largely through the sale of our
| truth-filled Literature. It is also done

by the fine Christian lives and personal
contacts of our colporteurs ™ as they

! meet the people and talk to them about

spiritual things. I suppose no group of
workers have harder tasks to perform.
The colporteur has many disappoint-
ments and personal hardships and un-
certainties, but all these experiences
tend to strengthen faith and increase
determination in this very Important
soul-saving ministry.

In view of the nearness of the end
it is imrnortant that we use the very

| best methods in proclaiming as widely

as possible this last warning message.
One of the very best methods is con-
sidered to be the work of our faithful
colporteur-evangelists. We may not
now see the results of this work, but
there may come some crisis which will
cause the people who have purchased
the books to take them and search them
for the comfort and blessing they con-
tamn. This 1s borme out by the follow-
Ing statement: -

“It.1s true that some who buy the
books will lay them on the shelf or
place them.on the parlour table, and
seldom look at them. Still God has a
care for His truth, and the time will
come when these books will be sought
for. and read. Sickness or misfortune
may enter the home, and through the

. importance
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truth contained in the ..books, God
sends to troubled hearts peace and
hope and rest. His love is. revealed to
them, and they . understand the pre-
ciousness of the forgiveness of their
sins. Thus the Lord co-operates with
His  self-denying workers.”—7The
Colporteur Evangelist, p. 6.

In harmony with the words of our
text, there is this statement from the -
same source: : <

“The lost sheep of God’s fold are
scattered in every place, and the work
that should be done for them is being
neglected. From the light given me 1
know that where there is one canvas-
ser in the field, there should be one
hundred. Canvassers should be en-
couraged to take hold of :this work,
not to canvass for story-books, but to
bring before the world the books con-
taining truth essential for this time.”
~—The Colporieur Evangelist,-p. 7.

These words impress upon us the
of -giving through this
truth-filled literature, the special mes-
sage for this time that must be given
m the finishing of God’s work. For
this solemn and important work. there
is special need for the power of the
Holy Spirit. The work of our faith-
ful colporieurs can never accomplish
what it might unless it is accompanied
by the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit.

“Let

canvassing-evangelists  give

* themselves up to be worked by the

Holy Spirit. Let them by persevering

prayer take hold of the power which

comes from God, trusting in Him in
living faith. His great and effectual in-

(Continued on page 7)
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COLPORTEUR WORKew @ W W @ MW
IN THE EARLY DAYS

L. C SHEPARD Manager, Oriental Watchman Publlshmg House

HE ﬁrst colporteur work in India -
began with the arrlval of two.

Amerlcan canvassers’ at Calcutta in
1892, fifty-seven years ago. They re-
mained only a few months but during
‘that time they sold several hundred
copies of Daniel and Revelation in
Calcutta .and Madras. We often run
across one of the books sold by these
brethren. ' .

- In 1898 a small printing press was
estabhshed at Karmatar and we. be-
gan’To publish the -Oriental W atchman
magazine.- In those days the annual
subscription was only Re. 1-8-0. The
press was moved to Lucknow m 1909
where it. remained until it came to

Pooma with the Division i in 1924.

In'the early days- most of "the col-
porteur’s were .Americans or Anglo-
Indians. Among the names we find
i the early records. are C. K. Myers,
one time Secretary of the General Con-
férence, F.. O. Raymond, M. M.
Mattison, ‘and. P. C. Poley. Sales by
Indian . colporteurs . were confined
small tracts, priced at up to an anna
a.copy:. Colperteurs sellmg this type of
literature  cottld not earn enough to
make a. living; therefore m_all fields
salaries. were paid to Indian ‘colpor-
teurs.. ne amount ranged. from six
rupees, a. month in South India to

twenty-five rupees in some places in
the north. The literature sold was sup-
plied to the salesmen free. One enter-
prising worker ordered much more
than any of his fellows. When investi-
gation was made it was discovered that
he was selling in bulk to the merchants
in the bazaar for wrapping paper! In

some flelds, in order to obtain sales-.

men, advertisements were inseited in
the secular press. The men who re-
sponded had no knowledge of Ad-
ventist truth or standards.

In spite of the weak men selling
the literature, it did accomplish its
intended purpose. It was during this
period that Pastor W. H. McHenry,
veteran worker among the Marathas,
and who was then in the ‘employ of
another society, purchased a copy of
The Christian Sabbath from a hired
colporteur, selling on Manmad station
plaiform. The message of the hook
made a tremendous Impression upon
Pastor McHenry, his wife, and
associate worker. In due time they were
baptized into our truth.

A man by the name of Suvisethah-
muthu was the first Seventh-day Ad-
ventist , colporteur in the Tamil field.
He walked from Tinnevelly to Tra-
vancore, about sixty miles. The first
man he canvassed in Travancore was

one Abel. To Abel he earnestly said,

“] am planting a tree in Travancore

that is going to grow until it fills the

whole country. I have some sample
leaves of that tree, price two pice. You
had better buy and become a partner
in that tree. Abel became the first
believer in Travancore. His son,
A. Joseph, is now the publishing secre-
tary in the Malayalam Mission.

"The first scholarship was earned by
an Indian student in 1921. That year
four young men from the South India
Traimning School at Bangalore went to
Colombo. They sold “‘crisis books”
which were then priced at one.rupee
each: The sales of the entire party were
under five hundred rupees but two
succeeded in earning a scholarship. A
start ‘had been made.

At a Division Council held in ]924
at Poona plans were laid to publish
Health and Longevity in English and
in the principle vernaculars of India and
to sell it as a subscription book; to
abolish direct salary subsidies to col-
porteurs;. to employ ~ only baptized
Seventh-day Adventists to sell Ad-
ventist literature, and to conduct the
work on a straight commission basis.
Many of the old workers were unable
to adapt themselves to the new order
and dropped out.

In 1924 the total sales throughout
the Division including the sales of four
full-time European colporteurs who
were in the field at that time was only
Rs. 62,819-7-0.

Certainly the tree has grown steadily
through the years.

A Colporteur. Institute held .in Trichinopoly in the early days... - . . ]
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dressing a group of scientists at
the recent opemng of the Palomar
200-inch telescope in California de-
clared, that, ““Around the world to-
day, laboratories are feverishly push-
ing their research in the development
of physical and  bacteriological
weapons which overnight could turn
this planet into a gigantic slaughter
house. ... . Our generation is presented
with what may well be the final choice
between the use of knowledge to build
a rational world or its use to arm, for
one last’ desperate affray, the savage
-and uncivilized passions of mankind.”
Time, June 14, 1948. News
from every corner of the world today
impresses us with the fact that we do
not have a temporal millennium in
which to finish the work of God.
“The end is near. We who know
the truth should be preparing for what
is soon to break upon the world as an
overwhelming surprise.”’—T estimonies,

Vol. 8, p. 28.

God’s work apparently is far from °
beliig finished. The April issue of the

Ministry estimates that there are
2,000,000,000 people who are lost
and do not know the Lord Jesus
Christ. Hundreds of millions of these
unwarned souls live in Southern Asia.

Our commission charges us, “Go
ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature.”” And when
this i1s accomplished “‘then shall the
end come.”

The Spirit of prophecy points to
the publishing programme as having a
prominent and powerful part in evan-
gelizing the earth as we near the end.
“The greatest wealth of truth ever in-
trusted to mortals, the most soleran and
fearful warning ever sent by God to
man, have been commitied to Seventh-
day Adventists to be given to the
world; and in the accomplishment of
this work our publishing houses _are
among the most effective agencies.”—
Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 138. In fact,
“No other agency can penetrate so
deeply, abide so persistently, witness
so daringly, and influence so irresist-
ably as the printed page,” says C. R.
Watson in The Highway of Print.

LITERATUREM
-IN THE FINA_L_ TRIUMPH

How can this be done?.
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G. B. HOAG,

Publishing Department Secretary,
Northwest India and W. Pakistan Unions

James O. Supple one of the editors
of-the Chicago Sun affirms that church-
men “‘must regard the press as a vast
pulpit- of black ink on white paper
reaching an audience far greater than
that of .a multitude of churches, an
audience that can never be reached in
the church because to the church it
never goes.’

C. Ra]agopalacnarl, Governor Gen—

eral of India in addressing a large

group of publishing men recently de-
clared, “In you lies the power to make
people good and decent and orderly.
And in you lies the power to help the
government to make good laws and
govern wisely.”—Siatesman, May 17,
1949. Other prominent political lead-

ers are beginning to appreciate the

THE MAN WHO'S IN LOVE
WITH HIS JOB

1 haven’t much faith in the man who
complains .
Of the work he is chosen to do.
He's lazy or else he’s deficient in brains,
And maybe a hypocrite too;
He'’s likily to cheat and he’s likely to
rob—
Away with the man who finds fault
with his job.
But gwe me the man with the sun in his

And the shadows all dancing behind,
Who can meet his reverses with calm-
ness: and grace,
And never forget to be kind;
For whether he’s wielding a scepire or

swab,
I have faith in the man who’s in love
with his job. —-North Coaster.

vast potential power there is wrapped
up in the press. “We have been asleep,
as it were, regarding the work that
may be accomplished by the circula-
tion of well-prepared literature.” —
The Colporteur Evangelist, p. 101.
The divine prediction. is that not a
few localities or a handful of readers
will find God’s message through our
literature, but “T' he world is to re-
ceive the’ hght of . truth through an
evangelizing ministry .of the word. in
our books and periodicals.”—T he
Colporteur Evangelist, p. 100.
* Recently a . colporteur-evangelist
sold a set of Bedtime Stories to a
Hindu family in Delhi Cantonment.
They read the books with great in-

3

terest. They wrote a letter to Elder
Mazxwell in America asking for more
of ‘the truth. Elder Maxwell con-
tacted us. This Hindu family has been
deeply interested in the message of
these books. Likewise, in spite of our
lack of public evangelists, almost
every corner of the Northwest Union
is being evangelized with light-giving
literature.

Printed pages are more potent than
preached sermons. The reason is that
the eye is twenty-two times as power-
ful as the ear in conveying impressions
to the brain. Publications are more
permanent. For instance, what would
we do without - the original manu-
scripts of the Bible! Printed truth suf-
fers less changes and remains more
pure in passage from one person io
ancther than does the spoken word,

The largest audience Seventh-day
Adventists have in Southern Asia is
the readers of our publications.” We
have 30,000 families, clubs, institu-
tions, -and libraries subscribing to our
magazines alone! This means not less
than one hundred thousand (or one
lakh) readers every month. Add to
this the hundreds of thousands who -are
reading our books.and you get an idea
of the magnitude of this one evangehs—
tic Drogramme.

Not only is there the spmtual sxde
but think also of the financial aspect.
These -huridreds of - thousands- of non-
adventists pay cash in advance . for
every page of literature they. receive.
More than that they pay the full wages
of about two hundred Seventh-day
Adventist colporteur evangelists!

 Yes, - Seventh-day Adventist litera-
ture is divinely destined to act an ever~
increasingly influential part in the ¢on-
summation of the work of God. It
was established by the direction of
God- and under His special supervi-
sion.”—T estimonies, Vol. 7, p. 138,
We believe the time is now overdue
for the- fulfilment of that ‘prediction
that ““God will ‘soon” do -great * things
for us, if we bé humble and believing
at His feet. More than one thousand
will be converted in ore day, the most
of whom will trace their convictions to
the reading- of our publications.”—
Review ‘and Herald, Nov. 10, 1886.-

“The truth is soon to tiiumph
gloriously, and all who-now choosé to
be labourers together with God -will
triumph with it.”~——T estimonies; Vol.
9, p.. 135. May hundreds more of
our good church members all over
this division field *‘new choose, to be
labourers. together with God”’ as Col-
porteur-Evangelists, . and thus in the
most efficient way possible help to
finish the work and hasten the glonous
coming of ]esus



THE Lord has assigned us a definite
work in this edrth—that is,” to
make His name known. Our commis-
sion is to reveal the-love, righteous-
riess, -and ‘'mercy ‘of God to humanity
m a land where there are millions who
know not the living Ged neither Jesus
Christ—the Saviour of the world.

" The signs of the time testify to the

truth of the words of'the ‘pro'phet——-
“The day of the Lord is at hand

You who read this may answer, “We
are publlshmg books and: papers and
tracts and selling them and giving
them ‘away in larger numbers than ever
beforé in the history of our work.” We
thank God that this is so, but are we
really as concerned as we ought to be
with -regard to the scattering: of the
Drmted page? The day of the LLord
is at hand,” and we have to warn all
the people for whom we" are held re-
sponsible. You may ask, “For whom
am I responsible?” Dear friend, you
are responsible to give the last mes-
sage from God to the people in the
town or place where you live, and as a
worker in the territory where you are
workmg ‘We should always be ‘ready
to give a reason for the hope that is
within us to- all who come our way.
The Master bids us, “Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them
to come in, that My house may be
filled.”” These words. very plainly out-
line the work of all in the literature
ministry. In connection with this- bid-
ding Sister White writes in The Col-
porteur Evangelist, p. 32, “Oh, that
thousands more of our peop]e had a
realization of the time i which we

are living, and of the work to be done’

in field service, in house-to-louse la-
bour. There are many, many who
kriow not the truth.

“*“The - Master knows and. watches
over His workers, in whatever part
of ‘His vineyard they are labouring.
He calls upon His church to arouse
and become-acquainted with the situa-
tion. He calls upon those in our insti-
tutions to awake and seét in opera-
tion influences that will advance His

‘the Lord. Speaking of the
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WILL YOU GO?

‘A. J. JoHANSON,
Publishing Department Secrelary,
Southern Asia Division
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kingdom. Let them send forth labour-
ers into the field, and then see that
the interest of these labourers_does not
flag for lack of sympathy and of op-
portunities for development.”

Are the literature-evangelists the .

only ones who should enlighten the
world by spreading advent literature?
The Lord’s' servant states over and

over again that where there is one’

who has a part in scattering, the lit-
erature, there ought to be one hun-
dred. There s a need for hundreds
of men and women, who, full of zeal
for the Lord, will go forth and spread
the kind of literature the world needs.
We are told that at this time all
should be encouraged to take hold of

this work, not to canvass for -story

books but to bring before the world "

the ‘books containing truths essential
for this time. We must pray that God
will help us fo choose the right kind
of books and reading material..

Why should we be concerned about
what message there is in thc books we
take to the peop1e3 The voice of God
says, [here are multltudes in the val-
ley of decision.” We must sell and
give the kind of literature that will

help people to make decisions prepar- |

ing ‘them for the day of

literature  ministry  the
servant of the Lord says,
“This agency can reach
and influence the public
mind as no other means
can.” .The Colporteur
Evangelist, p. 28. Surely
it must be for such a time
as this that the facilities
of printing, and the scat-
tering of the printed page
have been designed!

It is important that we
consider for a moment
the condition of our min-~
istry, what manner of
messengers _and servants
we are. We may be
church ‘members, pastors,
teachers, doctors, or
mechanics, or. whatever
our employment is, all
should be literature-evan-
gelists, messengers who
publish - the 'glad tidings
of salvation that souls
may be saved and a peo-

. others about Him?

¢ .
"ple made ready to meet God when the

great day of the LLord is come.

“For the day of the Lord is great
and very terrible; and who can abide
it?”" Joel 2:11. Remember, dear lit-
erature-evangelists and fellow-believers,
the literature containing the advent
message, the truth for this time will
help hundreds, yea, thousands to be
ready to meet their God. As they
read the message-filled - books and
papers antl receive the message into
their hearts and allow it to reform and
transform their lives, they will be for-
tified and have a faith that will give
them strength to abide m the Lord’s
presence when He comes in all His
glory to redeem all who have loved
Him and prepared themselves for that
great day. Today should we not re-
member the great love of God who sent
us His only begetten Son to partake
of the sufferings of men in order to
be able to save to the uttermost those
who accept His love? You who love
Jesus Christ, will you go and  tell
“Where there is
one literature-evangelist there should be
one hundred.” Dear church members,
believers, who- will go for Him and
warn the next-door neighbour, warn
the people of the cities and villages of
Southern Asia, and tell them that the
great day of the Lord is at hand?

So nigh is grandeur to our dust,

. So near is God to man,

. When Duty whispers low, ‘““Thou
must,’

Christian replies, *“I can.”

Colporteur Institute held



AS WE follow Jesus from - the

wilderness of temptation- back to
the towns and the people we behold
His plan for the salvation of the
world unfolding. Maithew 4:17 reads;,,
“From that time Jesus began to
preach, and say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” The
next two verses record His call to the
fishermen of Galilee. These three
verses give the three phases of the
Christian’s experience and the three
aspects of the Master’s work on earth
, until He shall return. They are repent,
follow Christ, and be made fishers of

men.

The church has never improved
upon this scheme revealed at the very
beginning of Christ’s ministry. It 1is
still Christ’s plan—it is still the
church’s plan. To all who hear the
call of Christ to follow Him in the
new life comes also the call to follow
Him in soul-saving service. ‘“‘He who
called the fishermen of Galilee is still
calling men to His service. He is just
as willing to manifest His power
through us as through the first dis-
ciples. . . . He invites us to come un-
der the divine instruction, that, uniting

with Christ, we may work the works
of God.” p. 297.

“I will make....” These words
suggest the operatxon of a force which
is not of the individual’s own self or
nature. A change of the individual’s
interests and desires and even his
whole outlook on life is suggested.
He who has been occupied about per-

‘ Bangalore, J:;.uuary 1949,
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sonal gain now devotes his life to the

good of others. A colporieur recently
said to me, “The colporteur must be
a God-fearing man.” He was thinking
of his dependence upon God.

Yes, the colporteur must be a God-
called, a God-appoinied, a God-
equipped man. What a privilege it is
for sinful and fallen man to be up-
lifted and transformed by the power
of God so that he actually becomes a
co-worker with his Maker! What a
comfort it is to him as he goes to his
work to know that he is a co-worker
with the Creator of heaven and earth,
that all the boundless resources of
heaven are available to him and may
be his for the asking!

The title, “Fishers of Men,” may
very appropriately be applied to the’
soul-saving colporteur evangelist. ‘‘Can-
vasser-evangelists are needed to hunt

and fish for souls.”—7he Colporteur

Evangelist, p. 31.

As the fisherman must know the
different variettes of fish and their
habits and tastes, so the colporteur
must understand people and know
their habits, their likes and dislikes.
The fisherman catches fish because
he cares for fish. He is
mterested in fish. The
colporieur wins souls be-
cause he is interested In
souls and cares for their
salvation. As the fisher-
man often exposes himself
to, the discomforts and
unpleasantness of the
weather and circum-
stances, so the colporteur
often endures much in
order to win souls to
Christ.

As the angler must
watch for that first nib-
ble so as to be ready
to begin hauling I the
line, so the colperteur
must watch for his oppor-
tunity to advance In a
more definite way after
the first .contact has been
made. One of our col-
portewrs was befriended
and given a place to live
when he went to new ter-
ritory to begin work. The
one who showed this

kindness was not forgotten by our col-
porteur and his wife. Daily they
prayed for this Roman Catholic man

-and his Methodist wife. Now they are.

attending Sabbath school and taking
studies.

It takes tact and wisdom o lead
souls to the Saviour. Tt takes the love:
of Jesus in the heart to hold the
“fisher of men” to his. task in spite of
difficulties. It takes a passion to win
souls to drive a man on energetically
from day to day m his work. These
qualittes our faithful colporteurs have
had and God is prospering their work.
They are forgetful of self. Early.in
the morning they are out on their ter-
ritory. Often they work right through
the heat of the day and on into the
night as they follow their Christ as
“fishers of men.”

Whether we are fishers, tradesmen,
or professional men, the Master calls
us saying, “‘I will make you that and
more iIn My service and I will satisfy
your™ every proper interest and desire
if you will follow Me and give your
life to Me in service.” )

“Every true disciple is born into
the kingdom of God as a missionary.’
—The Desire of Ages, p. 195 T}ns;
is just ‘another way of saymg, “Fol-
low Me, and I will make you ﬁshers
of men.” We are admonished, “Do
not allow anything to keep you from
the work of soul-saving.”—7The Col-
porteur. Evangelist, p. 33.

As Jesus called men while He was
among them on earth, so He is call-
ing them today. He is searching out,
not the idlers who have made a suc-
cess of nothing and who do not know
how to work, but those who, like the
men on the sea of Galilee that day,
are not afraid of work and of storms
and of difficulties. The Master is in
need of men and women who will
take hold of the work assigned them
and carry it forward to its finish with
energy and faith and much prayer.
- The results of their labour may not
always be apparent here, but in the
day of final rewards they will be fully
satishied that their labours were not in
vain in the Lord.
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'OR any worthwhile possession a
. price must be paid. How true
this is of the knowledge that will equip
a young man or woman to face the
issues of life “with conﬁdence, poise,
and certainty.

The servant of the Lord ‘has given
a concise definition of what it means
to ‘be truly educated. In the book Edi:-
cation, p. 18, she writes of “‘men
strong to think and to act, men who
are masters and not slaves of circum-
stances, men who possess breadth of
mind, clearness of thought,
courage of their convictions.” Mere
money will not procure such an edu-
cation. The price is higher than that.
Ample financial backing, making avail-
able the most elaborate facilities for
learning and study, will not of itself
ensure the ultimate attainment of the
high standard set forth above. Wealth,
the source of so much opportunity,
often precludes much discipline neces-
sary to the equipping of a complete
man or woman, ‘

- On the other hand many have toiled
long, tedious, weary, health-breaking
hours to secure' what the world deems
best in education. Without parental
support, or other favourable circum-
stances, they have been willing to
sacrifice all in an effort to better them-
selves in knowledge, possessions, and
the esteem of their fellows. But Ad-
ventist young people are indeed for-
tunate that a way is provided where-
by they may not only meet the ex-
pense of an institutional training so
desirable, but at the same time may
gain an experience equally important
to their preparation for life which can-
not be purchased with money.

This way is the Student-Colporteur
Scholarship Plan. Many an individual
rejoicing in the work of God today,
realizes his indebtedness to this God-
inspired scheme. Perhaps means were
lackmg, but he gladly seized the op-
portunity ‘to make good that deficiency.
Profiting by the instruction received at
the Colporteur Institute and from the
pubhshmg secretary, he bent all his
energies to the sale of truth-filled books
and magazines, Not only was the

and the
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THE. CHALLENGE. OF A
TRUE EDUCATION

A. W. Howarp,

Publishing Dcpartmcpt Secretary,
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wherewithal to fulfil his sanctified
ambitions soon accumulating, but a
new interest in his fellowmen was
gradually possessing lim. The need of
mankind was revealed as never before,
resulting in a new and enlarged ap-

proach to his acquirement of knowl--

edge.

No form of work can so broaden
the scope of a man’s interests and ex-
perience. as that of meeting men .and
women in every rank and station, of
every creed and outlook, in an en-
deavour to sell them books that will
elevate and ennoble; reform and re-
fine. This is in itself a valuable train-
ing. To the prospective worker in the
cause of God, it is an absolutely in-
dispensable part of his education. Here
is the work to develop men who will
express their convictions clearly and
courageously, men who will be ready
for every emergency, who will face
with calm fortitude the most difficult
circumstances.

Why not accept the challenge of
this fuller education for sérvice? The
Scholarship Plan, rightly used, offers
a variety of faith-strengthening experi-
ences, growth in a true understanding
of humanity, and freedom from finan-
cial embarrassment.

WHY I BELIEVE IN
COLPORTEUR .
. EVANGELISM
E. H. J. ScorT,

- Publishing’ Department Sccrétary,
Ceylon Mission

“THE greatest days for the win-

ning of souls are in the future

and not in the past; the greatest days
for selling our truth-filled literature are
also in the future, and not in the past.
The publishing secretaries and colpor-
teur-evangelists have been given the
sacred task of-enlightening the world,
by the distribution of our books- and
magazines.”” These are the words of
one of the General Conference Pub-
lishing leaders. We, the colporteur-
evangelists have a sacred task given us

and with divine help we shall en-

lighten every corner of our territory.

I believe in colporteur-evangelism
because it is, through our publications,
“the public are led to search the

Scriptures,” The Colporteur Evan-
gelist, p. 80. Many people who have
read Toward a Better Day and The
Way Out, have been guided by these
books and have followed the example
of the Bereans and searched the Scrip-
tures -further and’ have been baptized.

From a recent report we learn that
“In one of our largest churches in

* South India, half of the members were

won to the message through the ef-
forts of the colporteurs.” Yes, book-
men working in conjunction with the
evangelist help to build churches, and
so we have another reason for believ-
ing in colporteur-evangelism.

I believe mn colporteur evangelism
because I know that the colportéur-
evangelist visits places and - homes
where there have been no preachers,
and no active lay members or Voice of
Prophecy representatives. Recently,
while canvassing in some of the towns
of Ceylon where the message has not
penetrated, I have been struck by the
possibilities open to-our colporteurs,
who are exploring numerous unentered
t€rritories, of evangehzmg the island.
A few days ago this point was illus-
trated. A siudeni-colporteur and I
visited a home where a lady was very
depressed after a serious accident. She
felt that life held nothing for her. We
worked the conversation around to the
second advent, and after about half
an hour’s conversation, we were happy
to see the gloom let from her face and
to hear her say, “The world is grow-
ing worse every day, but I am glad
to know that in it there are people like
you Seventh-day Adventists, who be-
lieve in God’s power and the second
coming of Christ, whxch i1s the only
hope for humanity.”

“Eighty-five per cent of the im-
pressions made on the mind and heart
come through the eyes,” so we believe
that the colporteur-evangelist can ac~
complish' more through his books than
what would be accomplished by lis-
tening to many sermons.

Thete is life in this seed sown by
the colporteur. Thank God for- the
kernel of truth we have in all our litera~
ture. Many will read and come to a
knowledge of the blessed hope. A
great ‘harvest of souls is in the mak-
ing. The Government of heaven is
carrying forward a great enterprise on
earth through the printed page.

Printed words work miracles:

They never waver or flinch;

They never tire or become ex-

hausted;

They never lose heart or become

‘ discouraged

Under all circumstances, they keep

on saying the

Same thing and ﬁnally brmg vic-

tory.
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REFER to the mruth-filled, mes-

sage-filled magazines, tracts, and

books that are being produced by our
publishing houses and circulated by
our army of literature-evangelists.
. These splendid publications, prayer-
fully written by our experienced lead-
ers, are being sold to the general pub-
lic, and are the means under the Lord,
. by which they are receiving the Light,
the Truth, and the Life. Jesus said, “It
is not right to take the children’s bread
and cast it unto the dogs.” The chil-
dren, God’s people, should first read
the magazines, etc., benefit from them,
and then pass them on to others.

But do our church members read
our denominational books and papers?
We would suppose that they do;, we
hope that they do. But what if they
do not? Looking down the siream of
time. to these “‘latter days” (Hosea
3:5) the Lord in the next chapter and
the sixth verse adds these words: “‘My
. people are destroyed for lack of know!-
edge. ...l will also reject thee.”
What an alarming statement for those
of us who do not read our books and
papers to consider! Not only the loss
of heaven, but destruction besides.

Surely it is not too late for us to
begin now to do the right thing by
these latter-day publications? Cer-
tainly I ought to provide my own
children with Bedtime Stories and T he
Children’s Hour if 1 consider them
soul-saving reading for my customers.
I ought to be using the recipes pro-
vided in the “Health” magazine if
they are being so highly recommended
to others. The Way Cui ought to
bring inspiration to my home, if I am
sure that it will be a help and gwde
to people around me. The Eastern
T'idings should convey glad tidings to
my own soul, before I hand it over to
another. It is now time, high time, for
our church members to read our de-
nominational books and papers, and
. after they have done so, the Lord will
be pleased to note in His book, that
many of His people here in India need
not be destroyed, because they are not

EASTERN TIDINGS

DO WE READ OUR
DENOMINATIONAL
BOOKS AND PAPERS?

- C, A W. RiTcHIE,.

‘Publishing Department Secretary,

B Western India Union 58 I8

lacking m knowledge, the true knowl-
edge that has made His people what
they are, and which will keep them
what they ought to be. The writings
of the Spinit of prophecy reveal the
fact that through the columns of the
Review and Herald, our leading de-
nominational paper, the lLword will
keep His people informed as to the
last moves through - which they will
have to pass. He has said that “the
path of the just [His people] is as
the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.” In that
day, He will have a well-read, wise,
and understanding people ready to re-
turn home with Him. I pledge myself
to read more of our own books and
papers., Come along brother, sister, do
the same. May the Lord bless us in
carrying out this resolution.

LITERATURE IN THE .
FINISHING OF GOD’S 'WORK

(Continued from page /}

fluence will be with every true, falth—

ful worker.”—Testimonies, Vol. 6, p. -

340.

The~ urgency of this work is
emphasized by the following state-
ment:

“We‘ar'e fast approaching the end.
The printing and circulation of the

books and papers that contain the

truth for this time are to be our work.”

—T estimonies, Vol. 8, p. 89.

Sometimes there is a tendency for
our colporteurs to use such literature
as will sell the easiest and bring the
highest remuneration. That is not un-
natural. However, we wish that all
our colporteur-evangelists would real-
ize the great need of publishing the
good tidings contained in the third
angel s message, as well as the warn-
ings contained therein.

This work must be done rapidly if
we are ‘soon to finish our great task.

“The great and wonderful work of
the last gospel message is to be car-
ried-on now as it has never been be-
fore. . The world is to receive the
light of truth through an evangelizing
rainistry of the word in our books and
periodicals, Our publications are to
show that the end of all things is at
hand I am bidden to say to our pub-

7

lishing houses: ‘Lift up the standard;
lift it up higher. Proclaim the third
angel’s message, that it may be heard
by all the world. Let it be seen that

“here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith 6f Jesus.”
Rev. 14:12. Let our literature give
the message as a wiiness to all the
world.” "—The Colporteur Evangelist,
p. 100.

So we commend to our faithful
colporteur-evangelists throughout the
Southern Asia Division a very careful
and ‘prayerful study of these quotations
and suggestions, and we also ask that
our church leaders and believers en-
deavour to understand better the great
place the literature ministry holds with
us as a people, especially in the com-
pletion of the tasks which lie before us
before the Master can come in the
clouds of heaven to fulfil His promises.

May all our people pray earnestly
that the Lord will greatly bless this
work in this Division field. Never in
the history of our work has there been

"a time when the people are more anx-

ious to read and more willing to search
the Scriptures for the light of gospel
truth than now. We are endeavouring
to publish more gospel literature and
publish 1t in more of the languages of
these countries. As this literature is
produced increasingly by our publish-
ing houses we trust_that far greater
results may come through thls 1mpor—
tant endeavour.
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EASTERN TIDINGS

THE ONWARD MARCH OF THE PUBLISHING WORK—TODAY

C. N. ABRaHAM,
IT BRINGS a thiill of joy to the

hearts of most of us when we see

the steady progress that the Oriental

Waichman Publishing House has
made during the past years. Those of
us who have been working in the pub-
lishing house for a long time can see
that it has grown year by year. The
'Lord is in the literature movement and
He guides the affairs of the work of
‘the institution where the literature is
prepared.

About a quarter of a century ago
when the printing press was moved
from Lucknow and established in
Poona, we were printing 300 copies of
EasTerN TIDINGS bi-monthly and

3,500 copies of The Oriental Watch-

man and Herdld of Health magazine
each month. To meet the then exist-
ing needs of India we printed the book
Hedlth and Longevity in English and

Burmese and a few tracts for free dis-

Factory Superintendent, O. W. Publishiﬁg House.

tribution. These were printed on an
old-style Cottrel press.

Although the mission work in India

had made a start about a quarter of a
century earlier, the work was still more
or less in a ploneering stage and. the

field for religious literature was not
developed.

The years 1929-32 constituted a
transition period in the history of the
work in the publishing house and the
literature work in the field in general.
Durmg this time more colporteurs
were recruited ‘and the work ex-
panded; the demand for literature in-
creased. We did not have adequate
machinery to prepare needed literature

and so four printing machines, two.

paper-folding machines, a stapling
machine, and a beok-sewing machine,
were purchased. Types in several ver-

‘naculars were added, more workers

Registered No. B, 1858
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“were brought into the publishing house.
family, our paper stock was enlarged,
and the wheels of the *‘iron preachers”
began to move steadily. The Lord has
been with us in the publishing house
and we have gone forward.

We now have several colporteurs
who can sell not tens of rupees worth
of books but hundreds of rupees worth
each month. We need more such col-
porteurs. Recently we have been
printing 15,500 copies of The Ori-
ental Waichman and Herald of

- Health, 10,200 copies of Nalwazhi,
our Tamil health magazine, and 7,000
copies of Marga Darsi, the new
Telugu magazine, every month. Plans
are on hand to print magazines
Hindi and Malayalam and also sev-

“eral more English and Vernacular
books. Bi-monthly we have printed
1,600 copies of Eastern Tidings be-
sides several thousands of books and
tracts. But we are not satisfied. We
want to print more books and maga-
zines and in greater numbers.

Our past production in the press
is not sufficient to meet the needs
of the field today. The people are be-
coming more and more book minded.
Let us give them the right kind of
literature which will enlighten them and
give them the truth for these times.

The men'and women .who prepare the literature at the Oriental Watchman Publishing House.
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‘RESPONSIBILITIES OF SABBATH
SCHOOL MEMBERS

- Rosenson KoOILPILLAI

Wt age living in an irresponsible
world. ‘Organizations -and “societies, insti-
rations and individuals are fast becoming
dead to their responsibilities. Beforé 1
step ‘oit ‘my subject proper; I desire ;1o
deal with the sense of - irrespensibility
now prevalent among all classes of men
and women "and children. Never before
was this state of irresponsibility ‘so
common as it is found today. ‘One
stands nonplused with its appalling
results as found -today among natiens
and ‘high places of this world. o

‘From the time, when Adam and Eve
s0 - easily - and “simply lost their perfec.
ticnh of ‘thought and -action, first, by an
ircespousible state of mind, secondly, by
an irresponsible act of disobedience and
contradiction, millions of the inhabitants
of this world have become captives of
this evil. This is -an inherent evil, in.
tensified in life by yielding to rather
than  vesisting -it. Treasures of life,
faculties of -men, glories. of humasxity,
sirength -of . morality,- and abeve . all,
blessings of -divinity are lost and some-
times. lost eternally by this evil state of
irresponsibility.. - : ‘

As Christians, éur approach to this
growing evil, that- pdssesses men. in
increasing numbers, is with the strength
of our -Lord and. Saviour- Jesus Christ.
While we are in the world, we -are- not

to -be of_ this world. The strength of the -

Christian’s spiritual and physical facul-
ties, solely depends upon a responsible
attitude toward his Master and toward
all .institutions and experiences origi-
nated in Him and through Him. “All
things were made by. Him, and -without
Him. was mot anything made that was
made.” John 1:3. “All things”—within
and without, both physical -and -spiritual.

I firmly believe that all societies and .

institutions that are made within ‘the
church are not made withour Him.
"They are made by Him; even our Sab-
bath school. As members of such .a

divine institution, our prosperity, both’

“ spiritnal .and physical depends umpon
responsible attitude to it. -
Thie responsibilities of a ‘member of
a society are as many as are the reasons
that have called for his membership in

that particular society. So it is” with the - -
Sabbath ‘school. Qur responsibilities as -

Sabbath school members are as many as
are the reasons that' have made us the
Sabbath -school ‘members. Therefore, to
have a lucid discussion on the responsi-
bilities of Sabbath school members, we

should also consider the reasons, In the .

light of these reasons we shall discuss
the responsibilities. - A

Reason. 1 .——Relsponsibili‘ty 1.

“Because I need a deeper and more
comprehensive knowledge of the Word
of God.” Therefore, ‘the first responsibi-
lity is, to study the Bible intelligently,

v ————

systematically and thoroughly, through
the Sabbath school lessons. The lessons
are carefully prepared to be adapted to
all ages. No one is left out and we
should prize this privilege. Adults and
parents should study their lessons prayer-
fully, carefully, thoughtfully, regularly,
and daily. In their -busy programme of
the -day nothing should rob them of this
privilege of drawing near o God,
through the study of His word. We need
to feast daily on -spiritual food as we
would wupon temporal food. It is mot
difficult 1o find some. starving souls even
in our Sabbath sc¢hools. Nothing is more
pathetic and tragic than to view seuls
(men, women and children) dying for
want of food within a house which is
full of food. The responsibility is
entirely theirs. o
In some homes, parents starve their
children. Children are not tayght their
lessons, Listen to these words: “And
even greater care should be taken by
the parents to see that their  children
have Seripture lessons, than is taken
to. see that their day-school lessons
are prepared....If parents_and children
see no necesscity for this interest, then
the children might better remain at
homeé; for the  Sabbath school would
fail to prove 'a blessing to them.”—
Testimonies on Sabbdth "School Work,
page. 8. -
Therefore, responsibility number one
is, to “daily feed our children and our.
selves ‘with go6d, nourishing spiritual
food  as provided in the Sabbath school
lessons. We must have a record of regu-
lai daily lesson study. ‘

Reason '2.'~Respon§1§b§il\ity 2.

"“Because 1 want my exan‘lpl'e“ and
ingluence to he‘lp others, both young and
old.” ’ e L ‘

Those who are true students of God’s
life-giving Word ought to . be living

" .Christians. God’s Word has a quicken-
-ing influence and that influence should

be felt in our lives and in the lives of

_others through our lives. Our responsi-

bility .is to yield our lives to that 'in-
fluence and then the responsibility .of
winning others through our influence
‘-and example would become a mere auto-
matic,_consequence. We would do greater

‘harm to our Sabbath school, if we fail

to obey its lessons than we would if
we were non-members.

Therefore, responsibility number two
is to be live Christians that through our

_example young and old might be saved.

Reason 3.——Requﬁsibility 3.

“Because | need the blessing and

inspiration the school will bring 10 me

for Christian sérvice.” .

“Every member is-a worker,” is often

a‘slogan of the Home Missionary depart-
ment. But I think this slogan could be
snitably adapted by the Sabbath School
department also. As a ‘Christian ‘worker,
a member’s responsibility
great as an officer of the school. This
‘responsibility involves visiting the sick,

E11

is just as .

encouraging the “falleﬁ,”"'ﬁélpir;g the
wounded and broken in spirit:and teach-

_ing the illiterate, and many other phases

of Christian service, '
Therefore, responsibility number thréee
is Christian active ‘Service. e

) Re{isqn .4.—;Re$pohsibility 4._

" “Becauise -of the opportunity it affords
me 1o give for the advancement of. the

work in needy fields” .. - -7 .-

1 think that this is the noblest of all
responsibilities and yet the hardest. It
is divine in its nature. God, Jesus €Ghrist
and the. Holy Spirit and all- created
things are engaged in the act of giving.
Why- not man? When ‘God has given us
so great a salvation. through-the saerifice
of His only Son, why ‘should we not
give to Him and His cause? §

1 have seen money .coming hard and
slow despite urgent calls for help. If we
do not take to heart this noble doctrine
‘of giving, and- give freely of our means,
what_assurance have we -of eternal life?
To those who ask “What shall T do fo
inherit eternal life,” the Lerd says,
“Give.” This He said to the rich young
‘man and He says 1o all. The wholé plan
of salvation revolves around giving. .\,

To help us in giving, the General Gon-
ference has recommended that we give
at least three per cent of our income.
This may seem small but these who
desire to. give more, may surely do so.
“The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.,”
-1 heard the experience of a' good lady,
who, when in possession of some wealth,
gave.a goodly portion of it to a missien-
ary lady that it might be used for the
advancement of ‘God’s cause. When she
went home, she thought over her -gift
to the mission lands for a few days and
she came to a terrible conclusion. She
regretted her gift and immediately
sought the missionary lady and -de-
manded that the money be returned.
.The gift was .given back and she died a
miserable death.

I ‘hope that none of us would ever
regrét our gift to mission lands, The
time s fast approaching when we will
not have the opportunity to give, even
if we earnestly desire to -do so. While
we have the time.and opportunity to
give let us give freely. )

Therefore, responsibility number four
is. giving. “Give, that to you may- be
given.” S

Reason 5.;—Responsi-bilit§' 5.

“Because 1 need the training the -Sab-
bath school gives to every- member of ‘the
church.” I N

The varied programme of the Sabbath
school with ‘its songs, prayers, mission-
ary exercises, reviews, -and -class -study,
afford ms ample training. If only we are
willing to- accept all the invitations that
come to-us to participate in those pro-
grammes we would receive a wonderful
training for public work. At-this point, 1

-would entreat you' to co-operate with

the Sabbath school officers “that your
Sabbath. school may prove 1o be a bless
ing to all, through your service. - -



THE ‘SABBATH S”CHOOL AS A

Therefore, responsxbnh,tgy riibeér ﬁve
is to he willing to recdive ilie trammg
given in the Sabbath schiol by ‘cosoperat:’
ing with the officers and. by taking part
in the programmes.

(

DEVADASON DAVID .

. ONCE a shepherd was asked by his
oo rnsfriend -as to--how- he-was- able- te-raise
such a fine ﬂock of sheep, and h

e re-
] b ”
1al

as. it .is requlted of the mem-
of ‘any ‘orgaini 1, _Sabhat‘

i emel
you and I keép’ Cotrect” tirhe  and so
. arrange our actiyities to. be_ there on
(nme, what”a“ +feeling

pteeede : ]
ceptible permds for. any .kind of. ir
ing:. Our’ statis i he

< the primary ‘and rior - di
- Qur. Sahb,gth sehools should be,
n.th i hildr

nowhere -¢ C['huéfo&, éteat is the
zequns:.bll;ty of those wh
of the c drens divisi

metry af Healmg, p. 380, we
read,. #The* lessons learned, the hablts
formed, during the years of infancy and

childhood, have more to do with the

formation of thé character-and the direc-

tion of the life than have all the instruc.

tion and training of after years.” In

Counsels on’ Sabbath School Work, page

52, 1 find the following words of the

servant ‘of the Lord, “To mould and -
fashion the character of children and

youth is a work of the very hlghest

importance, and ‘in this - work it is

essential to present Christ in His match.

less love to the mind.” '

“Jesus loves little chlldren When the
mothers brought their chlldren to Jesns,

] through nh: ates the years have

La WX
ajar; ~

How ften has thme mﬂmznce divine

Gmd 'my “Jeet, and kept thts soul of

p me, Lord, that I may fully see
,‘eamass of the task thou gwest

€ -

the “distiples attempted to send them
away. But Jesus rebfiked them, and said,
‘Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto. Me: for of such is
the kingdom of “heaven’ He then
gathered them in His loving arms’ and
blessed them. Those parents and teachers
who" have no-Yove or-patience with- ¢chil
dren are to be pitied, for they-have not
thé ‘mind- of Cfrnsf. Thnse :who are: séek-
ing to gather;: the, children,. mto the
Sabbath school are domg a good work,
the very work the aster .would be
pleased to 'have ' “'@:". Teachers
-and parents should sow beside all
waters;: and: ' if :faithful sthey’ may. havé a
harvest-of 'souls by and..by.-And . when
they:shall. see-the-'souls/fori whem: they

" have:ldbouréd |;afound: ;the: great: white

throne,.: with- crowns -and: white::robes
and harps: of: ohl, sthey will feel then
their efforts:/were :mot: lost.! The; weH
done,: good and: faithfirl Servam, will Iall
upon: thei
of the. Fimes, June': 5118;

p May our:; Sabbath schools e - such
institutions - as. will . make: -us.: and our
children worthy::to _enter:.dthe pearly
gatesito:be: mieimbers of the great Sabbath
schioel above :where: Jesus will be our
teacher, . from-whose lips we shall. learn
the.story «of redemption and of Hls love

ughout eternity.

LET THE SABBATH SCHOOL
GO OUT AFTER THE LOST

THE business of the Sabbath scheol is
soul-winning—with a capital '“S.” ' God
never designed that the Sabbath school
should stply be an efficient machine,
opérating an interesting programme, . on
the Sabbath day. Outside of the Sab.
bath “school doors there are millions of
human beings who have never heard of
the lessons sent from heaven which are
studied by Seventh-day Adventlsls in
their Sabbath schools. :

“Notwithstanding the’ spiritual dark-
ness and alienation from God that exists
in the ‘churches which constitute Baby:-
lon, the great body of Christ’s true
followers are still:§o' be found in their
midst."—Grea:' Controversy, p. 390. Says
the Master “Go out-and compel them to .
come in....”"—Sabbath School Standard

1948 and 1949

COMPARATIVE SABBATH SCHOOL REPORT FOR FIRST QUARTLRS

.. No. of Ol'gamzed Branch ’ ‘ -
Sabbath Schools S. Schools : Membership Attendance Offerings
1948 1949 1948 1949 1948 1949 1948 ;° (1949 1948 1949
.' ,, ,. , - Bs. As. . B As
m: 35 . 41 5 —_ 1,658 2,227 . - 1,501 1,490 1,211 7 3,746- 2:
Ceylon Mission 10 . 10 3 3. 845 1,036 1792 . 874 1344 0 . 1,421- 0 -
Northeast Union . . 69 .. 68 13 11 2,225 2,143 1,969 1354 - .1,85613 - :2]157-5
Northwest Umon R ! V] 63 1 14 4,909 2,658 - 4,479 . . 1,539 2, 826- 3 2456-12
. - — 2 — 2,430 vo— .2,206. 1,880-13 - -
23 61 6,895 6,885 5,393 5,392 - “3,218-13 2,645- 5
16 15 1,364 1,381 - - 1,053 1,055 2 942 7 .© 3478 6°
(61 1067 17896 18760 15187 - 13,910 ;'13 39911 17,7811

N. E, Union. ‘N. W. Umon S India Unlon W. India Union - Division
73% . -4 < 78% 74% : . 18% -
N. E. Umon N W. Union’ S India Union W India- Umon, " Division. ..
163% 261% . : 159% 196% . -, 193%
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