DAILY BULLETIN

o

REVIEW AND HERALD EXTRA. ]

—O0OF THE———

GENERAL CONFERENCE.

Yor. 3.

© Barre Crrex, Micn, THURS]?AY, Ocr. 24, 1889.

No. 6. /

THE SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION FIELD.*

BY P. W. B. WESKELS.

:

Gop in His providence has provided that the ¢ Third
Angel’s Message ” should alse be intreduced to that

* distant land generally known as the *Dark Con-

tinent.” South and Central Afriea has been an active
missionary field for the last thirty years. Different

.. societies from England, Scotland, Germany, Scandi-

v

navia, Switzerland, France, and America are repre-
gented there. Although the missionaries were perse-
cuted and at times cven murdered, new ones and

- _“double the number were sent to fll their places; so
- that the country is now dotted by missionary stations

in which are educated and trained some of the

- Christian natives, as teachers and ministers to their

t own tribes. Bome of these prove to be very intelli-

- gent and earnest Christians and workers.

- blacks.
‘.. Malays, originally brought as slaves from the Malay.

* danism.

" There are many tribes, which may be classed in
two general divisions—the copper-colored, and the
The first may be clasged as follows: The
. Peninsula, near India. Their religion 38 Mohamme-
Second, the Bushmen, Hottentots, Goran-
darg, and the Griquas, who principally occupy the
western territory of South and Central Africa. They
are worshiping images, insects and other objects.

The Kaffir races inhabit the Eastern and Central
parts of South Africa, which consist of the Damras,

L Ovampoes, Kreli, Basutoes, Fingoes, Zulus, Setsuana,

Bethgnanag and Amswasies, The Copper colored

2 . have each their distinet dialect, and also the Kaffir

!

races; mnevertheless there exists a similarxity in the
langiiages, and the larger tribes can mostly under-
stand each other.

*Read in the meeting of the Conferencé, Tueaday afternoon, October 22,

I have visited some of these mission stations, and
I had also the privilege on my voyage from Africa to
England o be in the company of one of the prineipal
missidnaries of South and Central Africa, and I ob-
tained valuable information regarding those different
tribes and races. Receiving such information, and by
my own experiences when I visited the different mis-

sionary stations, the question came to my mind
whether that is not a favorable field for us to present -

our truths, whether these dark races of South, Cen-
tral and Northern Africa are also included in the
Gospel commission—*That the- Gospel has to be
preached to all nations as a witness then shall the
end come,” You will all agree that they are. Many
of them have dlready accepted Christianity and are
now trusting in the merits of & risen Baviour. So we
plainly see that the Third Angel's Message must be
proclaimed to these races, for is not the one hun-

dred and forty-four theusand te be composed of every

nation kindred tongue and people? The end is neaxr,
a8 prophecy plainly proves. When will this worx
be done, and by whom? You say we must wait,
Wait for what? Can we not hear the pleading go and
preach the Gospel to overy creature?
pared the way for the presentation of the ‘Third
Angel’'s Message” to these nations. Shall we not fol-
low on as He leads? .
The Bible has been translated into the Kaffir and
other languages and is now undergoing a revision ;
and other literature is being translated into their
dialect. Evidence proves that thereis a work for
God’s Commandment people to do in Africa, The
example of Sister Hannah Moore; who accepted the
truth when a missionary in Africa, and who died in
this country, is well known to you; also the case of
Bro. Gaston from Liberia who recently embraced
the truth and has gone back to his country to sow
/

”

God has pre-

:
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the seeds of precious truth among his kindred. I
might mention other things that will show that
these people are calling for the light which is so
precious to us, Maust we refuse to go, as Jonah did,

~or shall we do ag Paul did when the Macedonian call

came {0 him? What I have mentioned proves that
there are many who will accept and rejoice in the
truth if it is presented to them in a clear and right
way, and will be willing to go through' the experi-

ences of suffering poverty, hunger, perseeution, and

death if they can but be instrnmental in introducing
the precious message to the eolored races of Afriea.
It seems to me that the time hag come when our
people should undertake this matter, and lay plans
for the introduction of the truth among these na-
tions.

One way for.this seems to me will be by corre-
spondence with the different mission station?; in
this way work up an interest in the truth. When
on¢ missionary accepts the truth it will be of an im-
mense influence. Perhaps it will be just the work
of & good local Society. Here I leave this matter
with you to weigh and for consideration, and God
grant that something ere long may be done in the
right direction. Omr Soath African mission ecannot
at present undertake this work, as we have ali the

" work there we now can possibly do, and the same

persons cannot work among the whites, and the
natives, on account of the color line, which is quite
distinctly drawn.

As you are perhaps familiar with the way in
which the Third Angel's Message came fo us in
that distant land I will only mention a few points.
.The truth wag revealed to us simply by the reading
of the Bible. "At a certain occasion, the question
was asked, “Is it right to let a windmill run on
SBunday?” It was in a jesting way remarked that
if we want to be so particular and literal, why not
take the Babbath literally, when the commandment
states that the seventh day instead of the first day
must be observed as the Sabbath. The response
was made that we are keeping it so0, becanse with
Christ's resurrection the sacredness of the Sabbath

"was transferred to the first day of the week. But

we were troubled with this question, and were led
to search the Bible and after a thorough investiga-
tion was made, it was concluded that we could find
no other authority for such a change than the power
prophesied in Dan. 7 : 25,

"The one who came to such an unpopaular eonclusion
thought himself at the time to be the only one who
from a Christian standpoint observed the Sabbath of
the fourth commandment. Butnot long after an old
brother was met, originally from Soath America,
who accepted the Truth there, and informed us that
there were thousands across the water keeping the

Sabbath, and well organized, having publishing
houses, ete. Our hearts grew large, and we ordered
some tracts and books, scattering them wherever we
could, and generally agifating where we had an op-
portunity to do so. .We also petitioned for help,
The ministers and church officers at first langhed us

" to scorn, and consoled themgelves that our fire would

soon burn out, and that if it is not a matter of God,
it will come to naught. But they did not long rest
in this position before it was thought advisable to
put forth some effort to stop our progressing work,
as they were also troubled by their congregations for
explanation,

Several agreed with our views, and some took their
stand with us; so that when our good ministers. were
sent there to help us, we were in all about forty in
number sprang up from four. I now beg in behalf
of our people in that field to present greeting, and
tender our gratitude for what the General Conference
and the International Sabbath-school Assoeiation have
done for our mission in that field. We eannot repay
you for your unselfish efforts, but God will reward
you for all you did, and we will continually look to
the General Conference as the ehild looks to the par-
ent. ’

The general standing of the mission, as'will be seen
by the report, is good. Our work suffered a good
deal not only by the opposition, but also by not hav-
ing a proper depository or general headquarters
somewhere in the colony, and by the strange exper-
Iences the represenfatives sent there had to go
through, regarding the work and customs of the peo-
ple. But time iz teaching us valuable lessons, and
experience is precioms. The Sabbath-keepers are
heartily co-operating with the brethren sent there,
and a good misgionary spiritprevails. Several steps
were taken for the better management of our work,
A missionary building or home has been purchased ;
it is thought by the Committee the best location in
the city for our parpose. Cape Town is the prin-
cipal city and sea-port in South Africa, and iz also
connected with different parts of the country by
rail, so that, as the Diamond Fields are over 800
miles from Cape Town, and several Sabbath-keepers
reside In its vicinity, we thought it advisable to build
a chureh there, for which purpose we seeured two
lots, and over 600 dollars is alveady subscribed.

We purchased two tents, ome paid for hy the
brethren at the diamond flelds. One tent was de-
signed to be used in the Eastern district, along the
coast, the other in the Wesgtern distriets. But
the people are not accustomed to attend evangelical
meetings in tents, connecting them with circuses.
Nevertholess at some places good work has been
done ; but at others halls had to be secured, which is
expensive. We have at present twelve workers, be-
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sides the ministers and their families, and a few
- others expect to join the work. There have been
several obstacles in the way, such as unfavorable
postal laws, and the canvassers weré¢ formerly re-
. quired to pay a heavy license ; but by repeated peti-
tions we were at last exempted for one year.

Just when we bad our canvassing work in active
‘operation, we again met with the opposition of the
charches, who were ayoused when informed that we
had bought property, and that our mission was mak-
ing progress,—in the way of new converts and the
distribution and sale of literature. Letters lately
received from Africa seem to indicate that our can
vassers meet with hard opposition, and in some places
‘not half of the orders taken for the books eould be
delivered, because the ministers warned their congre-

- gations against our people, and their literature. This
caused a great deal of perplexity and discouragement
to the canvassers, who are mostly inexperienced and
had to meet their own expenses. But Elder Haskell
arrived just in time, and called the canvassers back;
and after some meetings were held with them, our
brave young men started out with new courage, some
to the Eastern provinece, and others to the Diamond
fields and Natal.
Elder Boyd is now at the d1amond fields to follow
7" up the interest.and Elder Hankins will soon start for
- Bast London to preach the trath in those places
" which have been canvassed already. We are further
- grateful that our petitions were granted by the Gen-
eral Conference and that so able laborers as Brother
and Sister Druillard were sent us. Brother Druil
Jlard has charge of the Ship mission, and Bister
Druillard of the Book depository. The ministers
are now free, and can spend all their time in active
service in the field. . ‘

I am sorry not te be in a position to give full sta-
tistics of our worlk, especially financially, 28 I have
been five months away from Afries, and have mnot
been furnished with eomplete later reports.

J [At this point Brother Wessels read a statement of
. the work done, of which the following is a brief sura-
mary: Number of local societies, 4; number of
members, 57 ; ships visited, 101 ; detters written,
342 ; letters received, 105 ; missionary visits made,
3,206 ; Bible readings held, 209 ; subseribers to Good
Health, 500 ; to Present Truth, 600 ; pages of tracts
distributed, 126,159 ; number of periodicals distrib-
uted, 17,469 ; value of books and tracts sold, $3,216.28;

number of churches, 4; number of members, 80,

amount of tithes received, $2,798.36, Tt should be
_ added that the tract society has been organized only
thiee months.]

South and Central Africa are now becoming au

interesting part of the world to commercial men,
agriculturists, cattle breeders, and mmers Tra.de is

in a flourishing state, and representatives from ali
nationalities, and lands, are now making their homes
there. Cities of ten and twenty thousand spring up
in the course of a year or two. Speclal attention is
also given to education. I think that the prospects
for the success of the work are excellent, and that
the present time should be improved.

The European inhabitants principally consist of the
Duteb who speak their own distinet dialect, but can
all understand the Holland language, and all their

literature is written in the Holland ’langtfage. The "

Duieh element is all over South Afriea, The English

are mostly in the Eastern province, Natal, Cisnatal-'

lian, and Transnatallian land, and also at the diamond
fields and gold fields. Next come the Germans, who
have settlements in the Eastern province and Cengral

Africa. The people are generally religiously inclined, -
especially the Duteh, who have gtrongly organized .

churches, conferences, synods, as well as educational,
theological, and agricultural institutions. These are
all in a flourishing state, yearly furnishing their de-
nominations with ministers, m1salonames, teachers,
lawyers, and such as can enter the ‘civil service.
These institations also present a favorable field for
labor, ahd many books have already been put in the
hands of the stadents.

The Dutch-speaking elass iz the ruling element,
as the language is spoken in the legislature of the
Cape Colony, Orange Free State, and South African
Republie. They are mostly independent, being ag-
rienlturists, stocks breeders, and the owners of the
land. These Duteh are mostly originally from the
Huguenots, who on aceonnt of religious liberty fled
to that country, from France and Holland. To that
natiopality I look chiefly for the intreduection of the
« Third Angel’s Message,” as they will be the :prin-'
¢ipal supporters of the cause there. They are sin-
cere and have respect for religion, and when intelli-
gently embracing the truth not only join the ranks
of workers, and heartily co-operate, but throw self
and means ingo the cause. This haz been the case
of every ome, that has hitherto accepted the Thlrd
Angel’s Message.

To successfully carry on the work there, decp sys-
tematic plans musé be laid, carefully be carried out,

"

"and past experiences heeded. Men and women must

be educated, especially of that nationality, to work in

_the fleld, as ministers, colporters, canvagsers, and

secretaries. We have there men and women who are
earnest and good Christians, who will make excellent
worlkers, if they can bué receive education, both in
the principles of truth, and in-how to werk. Such
men and women should be encouraged to join the
classes now held at Cape Town. In fact there shonld
not one be allowed to move out in the field, or
granted a license who. does not prove to be capable
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¢ “todoso. The Dutch ministers of other denomina- on this subjeet. This will not only be serviceable in

tions pass high examinations, and their workers as
missionaries are all well educated. We have to meet
these and work among them also. Notwithstanding
the opposition we receive, and the perplexities we
had to meet, T feel encouraged, for T know that God
ig at the helm. Heé has his hand in this work, and if
God is for us, who shall be against us?
The canvassing work seems to be the most prom-
inent part of our work. Xlder C. L. Boyd has the
charge thereof, And it is well systematized. There
are about six canvassers in thé field at present, but
their number should be ingreased to at least twenty
ag soon ag possible. It i a very favorable time for
the disposing of our literature, and no field should be
entered by the preacher until it is canvassed. We
look forward to the time when our publications shail
be scattered all over that land, and the people have
the opportunity to judge for themselves. It iz also &
gdod field for the Bible worker, in which the ladies
can “work more successfully than the gentlemen.
And I am sorry to say that there has been done very
little in this branech of the work, because we have not
sufficient help.

Favorable opportunites both among the English
and Dutch are offered in this field in health and
temperance work, yet little has been done in this
direction. Many there are suffering from the use of

strong drink, tobacco, and improper diet, Shall we

‘ rescue some of these? I am very anxious that some-
thing should be done in this line. This work cannot
be successfully carried on in connection with our
religions worls, especially where 'we are known to be
Seventh-day Adventists. If something could be done
in this direction I am confident that good results will
be seen. I thought to suggest to your Health and
Temperance sociely, and have spoken to Dr. Kellogg
on the matter, that a company of Health and Tem-
perance workers be sent there. I think that snch a
work would be self-sustaining, and homes will be
thrown open to the workers, more especially if there
can be zent a lecturer, and some one who could give
instruction in cooking.

The whole Orange Free State is in favor of temper-
ance, besides all the eastern provinces, Had we but
the Home Hand Book in the native languages, 1
would be able to sell hundreds, for all to whom I spoke
about that book, .degired to have it. I trust that as
soon as practicable, méasures will be taken to trans-
late that valuable book, and a good cock book also,

" There are several governments which have Sunday
laws, but as their attention hag not been called to the
claims of the fourth commandment, I think that a
tract should he written in the Hnglish and Holland
languages, relative to Civil Government and Religion,
sa that we can distribute it, and enlighten the people

-

Afriea, but in Holland and other countries as well. .
trust that this will be done without delay..

Our mission was self-sugtaining, so to speak. When
I was in Africa I suggested that we should organize
a South African Conference, 28 our people there were
nearly all anxious for such a move, butit was thought
advisable by some to wait a little to see how matters
would develop.

Our brethren have pledged themselves to the
utmost to meet the payments of our mission property,
that they are all anxious to soon be prepared for or-
ganization, and become gelf-sustaining. Their intention
is not only to gpread the truth in that land, but send
missionaries to other lands. They should also have
continually a large stock of books on hand, ag it takes
such a long time before we receive books that are
ordered from the publishers. The Socicties should,
therefore, give us good credit there at their offices and
not be t90 anxious to receive payment so soon, ag our
mission is yet in its infancy, and we have more diffi-
culties t0 contend with, than our people ean imagine;
but we do not want to complain but keep up courage,
and encourage others also. It will therefore not be
advisable that the Gleneral Conference should with-
draw from that field at the present, but have
patiende a little longer, send us more heIp, and supply.
us with more litersture, especially”in the Holland
langunage. We are thankful for the translations so
far made; but there are yet other books which could
be handled sucoessfully, and dé incomprehensible
good, and decidedly to the conversion of many to the
Truth. For God’s word will not return to Him void,
but shall accomplish the object for which it is de-
signed.

Out Tract Society work-is making good progress,
as can be seen in the report. But our church mem-
bers do not lay hold of this good work as they
ghould, and need encouragement. One of cur peaple
there, who understands both languages, should be
trained for the office of corresponding secretary.
And the Secretary of the Tract Society here, should
stir them up on this subject. Such an effort will re-
sult in much good, for our people appreciate the ad-
vice from our American brethren and sisters very-
highly. '

It i encouraging to see our brethren and sisters
engaged in their Sabbath-school exercises. The
deepest interest is taken in the instruction given,
notwithetanding that our grown up people are not
accustomed to Sabbath-school exercises ; as the nom-
inal churches consider that such things are only for
the little children. People not of our faith also at-
tend the Sabbath-sehools, especially the children;
and in this way the precious seeds of truth are sown
in the tender hearts of the youth, and impressions-

I



ae v e

GENERAL CONFEREN CE DAILY BULLETIN.

59

“ made never to be removed. I cammot but view the

“fature prospects for our work to be very favorable,
notwithstanding that we have a hard field to work

in, ard not only have the opposition of men but to
fight against the Host of darkmess. But praise to
Geod that a remnant will be saved. I pray thatmany
of my people may be among those who shall share
in the inheritance of-the saints, and sing the new
song of Mos and the Lamb, to whom we shall
ascribe all the honor the power and the glory now
and forever.

GENERAL CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

BIXTH MEETING.

" WEDNESDAY morning at 9:30 o’clock the Confer-

* ence was opened by singing “ How Firm a Founda-

tion Ye Saints of the Lord,” and prayer by Elder
J E. Robinson.

A formal request having been recewed from the
New Zealand Conference, for admission to the Gen-
eral Conference, the Judiciary Committee, to whom
the case had been referred, recommended its recep-
tion. It was received by unanimous vote.

After the secretary’s report was read and accepted
Elder Corliss presented the following recommenda-
tion from the Judiciary Committee: —

In view of the fact that the Battle Creek church is composed

} largely of persons who have been called together by our institations

of a general character; and the minjsterial labor performed in he.
half of that church is generally supplied by ministers in the employ
of these Institutions, or the General Conference, the Judiciary Com-
mittee thinks that a change mnre eqﬁitable in character shouldtake

__place regarding this matter; and after consulting with the General

Conference Committee, the delegates of the Michigan Conference,
and representative members of the Battle Creek church, do hereby
recommend that the Michigan Conference and the Battle Creek

. church consider favorably the propriety of a transfer of the Battle

Creek ehureh to the jurisdiction of the General Conference.

Tsis hereby recommended by the General Cnuference of Seventh-
day Adventists, assembled: —

1. That mesasures be immediately taken tobuild and equip for
service, a vessel of sultable size and construction, for missionary

. operations among the islands of the Pacific Ocean.

8. That 3 sum of money for this purpose, not to exceed twenty-
five thousand dollars, be raised by subseription, and that certificates
of stock be issued to all subscribers in shares of one dollar each.

3. That the said missionary vessel be made ready for service early .
in the year 1890.

4. That a bnard of three persons, who have had experience in
nautical affairs, he appointed by the General Conference Commitiee,
to superiniend the building of said missionary ship, after which
they shall act as an advisory committee to the Executive Committee
of the General Conference, in the mamnagement of the vessel, until
their successors are appointed, or their: position is otherwise pro-
vided for in the Constitution.

These recommendations, in accordance with the
rules, were laid over for consideration at the next
meeting,

o ns”

" The second reading of the Judiciary Committee’s .

report on amendments to the constitution was then
called for and given.
the discussion of the report, item by item. The first
~gection of article 2 was fead, when Elder Farnsworth

moved to refer this seetion, and also section 6 of ar-

tigle 4, to the committee. It was moved to amend
by referring the whole report back to the committee,
The motion as amended was carried.

The Foreign Mission Secretary, W. C, White, then
continued his report, introducing first the report of
the Central European field, which was seut by Elder
H. P. Holser, president of that Conference. This
Conference embraces the countries of Switzerland,

Germany, Austria, France, Italy, Portugal, Servia, .

Bulgaria, Turkey, Greece, and Russia,

The report
takes up the field by countries. co

REPORT FROM THE Gl*';‘NTRAL EUROPEAN CONFERENCE. -

Switweriand. — According to the last census, Swit-
zerland has -a population of 3,000,000, Of these 58
per cent are Protestant, and 40 per cent Catholic.
As tolanguage, 71 per cent are German, and 21 per
cent French. In size, it is a Little less Lhan half' as
large as the State of Michigan,

At present, it has 12 Seventh-day Adventist
churches, with a membership of 870, showing an in-
ereage of 56 during the past year. Many books and
pamphlets have been sold in all parts of French
Bwitzerland and in some portions of German Bwit-
zerland. Our work is now quite thoroughly kuown
here.  Qur colporters and camp-meetings have done
much to spread a knowledge of our work. Many
commercial travelers visit the publishing house at
Basel, and carry a knowledge of our work into busi-
ness circles far and near, It has been conceded that

in all respects, we have the best equipped printing- .

houge in Switzerland. There are other houses much
larger, but they generally represent only one or two
branches of the printing art. This snmmer, one of
our own men has, at comparatively little cost, made; ;
dynamo and.apparatus necessary for making elsetrd:
type plates. Ours is the only house in Basel thal,
can do this kind of work.

In Central Europe, there is still very much the
game feeling toward sects as there was anciently
against hereties. In this respeet, Lutherans are
quite as intolerant as Catholics. But while looked
upon as a sect, our people oecupy a high place in

public esteem. In business. eircles, our credit and,

standing are good, which enable us to purchase
stoek at the lowest prices.

During the past year, the difficult problem of hold-
ing camp-meeting here has been settled. The*laws
governing society here, are much more minute and
close than in Amerma, and one Would natmally thmk

.
i

The house then proceeded %o

T
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that it would be an easy matter to have a gquiet
meeting here. But man will find bis level; and just
in proportion as his liberties are restricted in one
direction, he is lawless in some other. One of the
principal ways in which lawlessness is manifested
bere, is in disturhing anything that is not liked. If
an undesirable sect nndertakes to hold meetings, the
unfavorable ones eollect and disturb it; and it gener-
ally turns out that the public, instead of punishing the
disturhers, censure the seet and prohibit it holding
any kind of public meeting, on the ground that they
are disturbers of the peace. Had our camp-meetings
been disturbed, this would doubtless have been cur
fate, This year, our meeting was held in a most
difficalt place, and s0 was a fair test of the question
for all Switzerland. The resnlt was & most decided
vietory in favor of the truth. No step has been taken,
and no victory won, that has done more to estab-
lish and elevate to a favorable position cur people
and their work. | i
On the whole, our work has been decidedly ad-
vanced in Switzerland during the past year. A
large amount of our Literature has been circulated,
onr numbers have increased, and four churches have
been organized. A city mission has been opened in
Geneva, where Bible readings have been given, and
the hotels and places of resort supplied with our
reading matter, No place in France or Switzerland
is of more importance as a center for theclogy nor
is any place more visited by tonrists from all nations,
than Geneva.
France. — France has a population of 38,000,000
80 per cent are Catholic, and 2 per cent Protestant.
We now have four churches and four companies of
Sabbath-keepers in France, with a membership of
65. During the past year, some colporter work has
" been done, and two courses of meetings held in this
country. As a result of the mectings, several were
added to the faith, The same amount of work pro-
duces far less results in France than in Switzerland,
and it will be much more difficult to make the work
.f\-jalf-;sustaining there.
" " Our work is becoming more generally known in
fFranee, and the froits of past missionary work are
“coming to light. A Quite a number of isolated persons
. "have taken hold of the truth as a result of reading
sent oat. In one case, a warning against our colpor-
_ fers and publications printed in a ¥rench paper was
" ‘the means of bringing the light to an Evangelical
- minigter, who was formerly a Catholic priest. Hee-
. ing the warning, and never having heard of us, he
was anxions to know what kind of people we were,
- and sent for quite a long lst of our publications, on
*. being farnished with a catalogue. He atonce became
Hiterested, and is now quite fully in harmony with .
the faith, :

-

~ Apostolical Seventh Day Adventist Church.”

- The pecple of France, a8 a rale, are poor, and find

it almosgt impowsible to keep the Sabbath when they
are convinced that they should do so. In general,
we know of no people in our ranks that sacrifice more
in proportion to their means and privileges than the
people of France. The fruth has the same effect ag
in other eountries,—thoge that accept it feel a new
purpcse in life, and find it their joy to spread the
precious light to others.

Algerig. — This French colony in Northern Africa
has a population of 3,310,000, While a French col-
ony, it has but 334,000 French, a ninch larger num-
ber being Spanigsh. Some three or four years ago,
a baker living at Relizane, received s copy of Les
Signes, and becoming interested in what it taught,
sent for more reading matter. He embraced the
trath, so far as he, understood it, and began to
labor for others. But for some time, he stood
almost alone. During the past year, however, his
work, and the effect of French reading matter, began
to hear froits. Quite a large number of Spaniards
embraced the truth so far as this baker was able to
teach it to them. They formed a sociely called « the
On
learning of the iuterest, Brother Comte was sent
there, With the baker, Brother Gomis, ag interpre- -
ter, he held a course of meetings with the Spanish,
the result of which was the organization of a church
of 35 members. Filled with zeal for the new found
faith, these are anxious to have reading matter in
their mother tongne, that they may do something
for their counfrymen. It seems to us quite prov-
idential that the work should begin here, for it is
said that it is much easier to reach the Spanish in
the colonies than in Spain itself, '

News has just reached us that fifteen of this church
have gone to Argentine~Republic. This may be the
means of spreading the light in that country.

Corsica.—Here is a small church of six members.
These were visited during the past year by Bro.
Comte, and are of good courage in the message.

Russiz.—The first church in this great empire
with its hundred millions of people, was organized in
the summer of 1886 in the Crimea, by Elder L. R.
Conradi. In the same year, Blder C. Lanbhan began
his labors in Russia around his home on the river
Volga. Though.many difficulties were in the way,
through the faithful labors of Elder Laubhan our
publications and missionary efforts, the number of
Sabbath-keepers and churches have been increased.
The past year shows marked progress.

Brother Laubhan has Iabored most on the Volga,
but has lost much time in trying to obtain the neces- '
sary papers from the government to allow him to-
preach and organize churches. Tast winter he.
organized one church of seven members, north of
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Saratow. To the companies in this vicinity, several
r so that there are now
about 100 Babbath-keepers in this part of the empire.

_ During the past summer Brother Lanbhan visited

" church under present cirecumstances,

’

the Caucasus, where we have.a church _and more
than a hundred Sabbath-keepers. Here he organ-

ized another church of seventeen mewnibers, the result
of our periodicals and a visit from a German brother
from Kansas. He also visited the Russian Sabbath-
keepers in Stawropol, but dared not organize a
One of these
brethren has been in prison over four months the
past seagon, becanse of the truth. He also visited the
churches on the Don, and inthé Crimea.

The companies being so far-apart, the labor being
so difficult on acecount of the hostility of the govern-

" ment, and there being only one laborer in this vast

 advance steps have been taken.

field, but little could be done toward thoroughly or-
ganizing the work in all its branches; but some
$256.08 tithes have
been paid. After spending a few months at the
Hamburg mission, Brother Kléin went to this field
to assist Brother Laubhan in organizing and advane-

B ing the work,

During the past year, we have found that Russia

" is a fruitful field for the sale of our German pnblica-

tions. But the work has been greatly crippled be-
cause of the difficulties attending the shipping of
books into Russia. Thus far, the only way that we
could send books is by mail. This takes a large por-

- tion of the agent’s commission ; and often packages
. were lost, as the post-offices there are not reliable.

At other times, those receiving the books were obliged

" to pay additional postage, although the full postage

was prepaid; and again, the books have lain in the
post-office three months before they were delivered.
In one instance, the post-master refused to send a
registered letter containing money for books, on the
ground, that they had books enoughin Rassia, and
that it ‘was not necessary to send money out of the

‘gountry. The brother found it necessary totravel

all day to another post-office, and send the money
unregistered.

All these difficulties put together .are enough to
discourage any agent; still we have sent many books
to Russia during thepast year. Our first Russian
tract, «“ Which Day and Why ?” has been printed,

and gent to -various addresses in Russia, but with.

searce an exception, all were returned.  All printed
matter in the Russian language sent into Russia is
read by the authorities, and if any part is found not
in harmony with the Russian religion or politics, the
offengive part is black-stamped, or the whole is re-
turned to the sender.

This tract has now been printed on the lightest

paper possible, so that six copies can be sont for one

letter postage. As secaled letters are not opened, we-s

are enabled by this means to get this tract into

Russia. This is the only means of doing so; at present,
known to us. Tosend them by book mail, or to ship
them by freight, would subject them to examination
and rejection, and to print them in Rassia would
not be allowed. But what ig needed in Russiais a
depot for our books at some central shipping point,
from which our people could draw their publications
This would doubtless largely increase the sale of our
publications there, and be a great encourageﬁaent to
our people.

At present, books are sent from Hamburg, which
place is mnch better sitnated than Switzerland for
shipping to Russia. Perhaps one reason why pub-
lications sent from Basel have been refused is because
Switzerlandis looked upon as a reeruiting ground and
rendezvous for Russian Communists and Nihilists.
The Russian Government has complained of Switzer-
land for harhoring these, and has demanded that she
expel them. ‘

Although suffering greater strictures than any
other country, the work in Rusgia has steadily ad.
vanced, and with additional help, we expect 1o see
the work move on encouragingly there.

Germony.— During the past twelve years, no perma-
nent laborer has been in Germany, orany lectures on
present truth given until now. From 187679, Brother
Erzenberger labored in Rheinish Prassia, and two
churches united with us,
been left alone, and by death and removal their num-
ber has decreased to about forty. In the spring of
1883 the canvassing work was hegun in this part of
Germany, and a little later, at Stuttgart, the Royal
Capital of Wuortemberg., Mince then, cight or ten

canvassers have labored in Wiirtemberg, Baden,

Alsace, and the Rheinish provinces with good suecess,
the majority being able to support themselves. "Dur.

ing the past year, they have sold over 3,000 «Life

of .Christ,” 2,000 “From Eden to Eden,” and about
12,000 pamphlets. Wherever our canvassers have
gone, an interest in the truth has been awakenew.
Several have embraced the truth as a direet result of
the canvassing work, and some of them have joined
the canvassers in their work, with fair succesa.

In 1o place have we felt the dearth of laborers

more than in Germany. In Stuttgart and vicinity, -

where over two thousand «Life of Christ,” and
several thousand pamphlets were circulated, such an
interest in the truth was awakened that the ministers
preached against it, and the papers published articles
on the Sabbath guestion ; hut there was no minister
to step in and reap the fruits of this interest. The
same was true of the work st Batmen.

In Mgy, of this year, the mission in Hamburg’
Was ‘opened by Elder Conradi and a corps of labor

These churches have sinee -
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ers from Amerieca. A month later, the training
school was opened and carried on for three months,
ten persons being in a,ttenda,nee Although the work
in a large seaport like this is difficult, 600 ordexs for
books were taken, and about 300 were delivered. A
few of the workers labored a part of their time at
holding Bible readings, and each Sunday night, a
public reading was held in the misgionh rooms. Ag
an early stage, 4 Sabbath-school was organized, which
has grown to 28 members, also a kindergarten, and

lately, 2 Sunday school has opened in another part of

the city with some 15 members.

During the visit of Hlder Haskell, a tract society
was organized, which has over 20 members;, and
. holds weekly meetings,
signed the covenant, and quite a number of others
are deeply convinced. At present, steps are being
taken to organize a church.

A depository has also been located here in connec-
tion with the misgion. Already over $400.00 worth

of books have been sold ; and now since the canvass-.
ers have begun to canvass the surrounding country, -

the number of orders taken is greatly increased,
and the prospect is but encouraging in every respect.

Our publications have been placed in a number of

prominent places, from which they go to all parts of
‘the world. Fruits of this work have already been
seen, The shipwork has also been begun, also labor
among emigrants. As Brother Bsttcher recently
“left to follow- up the interest in Barmen, but one
-gister remains to do Bible work in this large city.
Besides, there are six canvassers and one ship mis-
sionary. What s needed is more devoted men and
womenr who will enter this great field, be wiiling to
receive instruction, and devote their entire strength
t0 this work, Germany is ripe for the message.
There is no reason for discouragement. The only
question is, where are the Iaborers and the means to
carry the work forward?

Hollond —This kingdom, attached closely to Ger-
many both in location and language, was not entered
by any of our workers until 1887, whon some Sabbath-
keepers in the province of Groningen hearing of our
people, wrote to Battle Creek. Asa result, brother
Conradi vimted them in September of the same year,
spending a few days with them. Five signed the
covénant. Next January, Elders Haskell and Con-
radi visited them in company, and during their stay
several public services were held with very large out-
side attendance. As Brother Van der Schuur, the
leader, and others went to America, but few remaimed,
but these pressed their way forward. Last Jaly,
Brethren Conradi and Wessels from South Afvies vis-
ited them again, when nine signed the covenant. A

leader was appointed and a tract society organized. -

Several are interested, but the great lack is a laborer

Thus far, fourteen have

for this kingdom with over four millions of people,
two-thirds of which are Protestant. We ean but
pray that the Lord of the harvest will soon send de-
voted and energetic workers into this field.

In general, the missionary efforts of our societies -
have awakened considerable interest. Reading-mat-
ter sent out hag borne encouraging results, 1In places
where our laborers have not yet been able to go, peo-
ple have become interested in the truth, and active
in spreading the new-found light. Qur French and
German publications have been sent to France, Bel-
gium, Africa, New Caledonia, South America, Ger-
many, Bohemia, Holland, Bussia, and Asia Minor.

Besides the work of onr Tract Sccielies and can- -

vasserg, there is another feature of encouragement in
the book line. , Leipzig is one of the greatest boolk-
markets in the world. With searce an exception, all
the publishers arfd book-sellers of Germany, and
many of Switzerlagnd, Austria, Bohemia, Russia, and
other surrounding countries, ave represented there
by commission agents. Publishers generully keep a
small supply of their books with these agents, so
that books puhlished in any part of Germany or sur-
rounding countries can be obtained at Leipzig. By
mears of a book exchange, at a very little expense,
cireuiars of new books may be sent to gll the publish-
ers and booksellers. Recently, this exchange sent
out for us 5,000 circulars, to as many dealers, at an
expense to us of about $1.50. All that we have to do
is to send the circular by freight to Leipzig. We
keep a supply of the books advertised in this circular
at Leipzig, where orders for them are filled by a

“commission merchant at about 5% expense to us.

Besides this, we pay about $6 per year general com-
mission. Thus at comparatively little cost, our pub-
lications are kept in stock at Leipzig, and advertiged
to all Germany., As our work spreads, and questions
of present truth are agitated, calls for publications
on these questions naturally will go to Leipzig: We
expect that this will yet prove a great help inspread-
ing our publications. By this means, we have had
calls for publieations from peints in America, and on
the Black Sea.

The general prospects for the work in thlS field
are good. We have great reasom to be encouraged.
Those that labor here, feel deeply grateful to our
brethren in America for the means supplied to estab.
lish and carry on the work here. A good beginning
has been made; but it is orly a beginning. A great
work is yet to be accomplished. More men and
means are needed. To the wants of the cause here
in this respecti¥here is no limit. We trust that the
General Conference will be as liberal with this mis-
sion as their resources and the greatness of this fleld
will permit. We -will close this brief sketch, first
with oyr heartfelt thanks to our Heavenly Father
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{or his tender care; and second, by expressing anew
our gratitude to the brethren in America for their
help and many racrifices in our behalf.

The Central Buropean report was supplemented by

) the following items given by Brother John Vuillen-

mier : —

#“The German natlon owes, to a greab extent, its
strength, ability, and grandeur to the great reforma-
tion in the 16th gentury. Germany bas been a fav-
ored nation; it has received invaluable privileges
during its three and one-half centuries of Protegtant-

ism. We all love its noble raee, and are greatly in- -

debted to her. We all long to see a great work done
in that Gountry of Luther,—to see the reformation,
begun in the 16th century, receive there a glorious
completion.

“ A begioning has been made. The canvassing
work there is fairly started. Companies, aggregating
twenty or thirty workers, are having very encourag-
ing suceess in placing the printed truth inte the
hands of the people. If we had, to-day, one or two
thousand eanvassers to put into that field, they eould
all be self-sustaining. Preaching may prove to be
difficult in that country; but canvassing, as far as
we have seen, will be a smecess. Germany is an im-

. mense field. She is all ready ; she cries for workers.

Where are the thousand canvassers? Where are
the 500, orthe 100 # Shall not the end of this Con-
ference year see 200 canvassers inr that great country ?

¢«The French field includes the French or western

. part of Switzerland, with less than a million of people

mosily Protestants ; France with 40,000,000, mosily
Catholics, and Belgium, with some 5,000,000 people
of the Catholie faith. TFrench Switzerland was the
first field in the Central European Conference where
the canvassing work was made a snccess. This was
in the beginning of 1888. The news rejoiced our la-
mented Bro. B. L. Whitney on his dying bed. There
were soon, in that field, from 20 to 30 canvassers.
French Switzerland being only a small country, that
field was very soon canvassed; and then the gues
tion raised itself, Where shall we go? Quite & num-
ber went to France.

“Here an unexpected experience awaited them.
France was found to be altogether different from
French Switzerland. Money was found to be more
searce, and the people less willing to disburse it than
in Switzerland, The interest to read was also found
t0 be less. Religions subjects especially did not
attract the attention they did among the French
Protestants of Switzerland. In a word, the blight-
ing influence of Catholicism was sorely felt. In one

‘month ‘the canvassers-hardly sold as many books
ag they had in one day in Bwitzerland. Their cour- -

age was severely trisd. The little money which

they had made in Switzerland was soon exhausted.
Their sitnation became critical.
bad to come back to Switzerland ; a few, to canvass
with vew works, and some to abandon the work
for lack of territory. Two canvassers coming from
France to the camp.meeting in Tramelan, last year,
were so destitute that they had to wallkt some eight
days in succession, many a time sleeping in the open
air. .
# Fortunately, France is not so bad as thig through-
out. Now and then, when the canvassers would
come into a Protestant community, they would meet
with very encouraging success. They would often
get their board and lodging for the night without
charge.
copies of the book, or give them the address of his
own people ; thus opening the way for a large nam-
ber of books to be placed in the territory. At other
places, they wounld be invited to hold a meeting or a
Bible reading, or would be urged to stay a foew days
te instruct the people in the truth. 1 wish they
were here to relate their own experience. How-
ever, as the Protestants ave. not numerous in Franee,
such instances as these weré rare. They were, rather,
like oases’' in the wilderness, and only served to con-
firm the existence of that wilderness.

« After the camp-meeting of 1888, two of onr best
and most devoted canvamsers, brethren Auger and
Pradent, resolved to try France again, to see if they

could not place this truth before the people in the -

form of books, and at the same time malke their own
living, They #vent in the north-eastern part, where
there are some Protestants.
face to face with the sad reality. Enduring many
privations, they went on. Hunger came. They had
to live on some raw apples which they found on the
road, and some milk which the people gave them.
And still they cluug to their field—remained at their
post.  Finally, both were taken geriously ill with ty-
phoid fever. Both were carried to the hospital of
Mont Céliard, where they were tenderly cared for by
strangers and by the Sisters of the Hoapital, One of
them, Prudent, died after terrible fits of fever.
The other, brother Anger, slowly recovered and came
to Basel, to leave soon after for Ameriea.

“Thus was dearly demonstrated the fact that, in
France, ecanvassers cannot make aliving, Since that
time there has not been a canvasser in France. The
large and fine corps of canvassers had come down to
a very few, there not being territory enough for them
all in Switzerland, and the Central European Confer-
ence having not the means to support them in
France. ;

_#Brethren, France needs the truth. France ig call-
ing for help. France is ready for it now. Religious
liberty in France has been . complete for 18 years.

Before long they

Sometimes the pastor would buy several

They scon were brought.
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How long it will continue we cannot tell. If France
had three hundred years ago enjoyed the lhberty

- which it enjoys to-day, she would perhaps be the

greatest nation in the world to-day. Hundreds of
thousands of Huguenots would not have been massa-
cred. The light of the Reformation, put out in a
stream of hlood, would bave lighted the earth.

“ But now, apother opportunify is granted to her.

- She is stretching her arms across the osean to this

General Conference, Come over and help us, while
it is time! Sister White said, while at Basel, that
there would come out from the Catholics a greajer
Shall we leave
France deprived of the message because it will cost
us some money? God forbid.”

Brother White then read an additional report from
Brother Conradi, director of the Hamburg Mission.
Following is a portion of it:—

On the 19th of April we arrived from America, and
in two weeks had a company at work in Hambury .
I brought my family from Basel, May 15, visiting
ecompanies of our people on the way. On the 20th
of June we commenced our school and continuned un-
til Aug. 20. Since camp-meeting my time has been
ocoupied in getting the depository stocked, and we are

“now ready to enter with good earnest into book work,

-Ag soon ag we came here we began Sabbath-meet-
ings, organized a tract society, and Sabbath School,
The tract society has twenty-three members, and we
have a weekly meeting, very entertaining, and thus
far over $20.00 has been paidin. We bave a club of
fifty Herolds. The Sahbath-school has twenty-three
grown meémbers, and a kindergarten department with
ten in attéendance. Two weeks ago we started a San-
day-school in another part of the ¢ity, which has now
fifteen members.

Ag to Bible readings Brethren Boetther and Klein,

.and Sister Ohm gave some of their time to this work,

and I led the readings in the mission Sunday nights,
These have steadily increased in interest and attem-
dance, so that we now have from thirty-five to forty
each Sunday night, and for a few wecks we have had
a reading Wednesday night with twenty-five in at-
tendance. Thursday evening we alsc have a reading
at St. George, where we hold the Sunday school. As
Brother Klein has now gone to Russia, and Brother
Bosttcher to Barmen, there & no pne but myself and

- Bister Obm for the Bible work., Sister Zulauf is be-

Zinning to help in this work. What we need is
several gompetent women to do Bible work, and at
the same time to canvass-the city. We are doing
our best to find some. I would gladly give them an
hour’s instruction each day and Sister Obm’s experi-
ence, and the readings in the mission would certainly
be a great help to new ones learning the work,

Brother Perk is giving part of his time fo ship
work. We are heginning to get access to the emi-
grani steamers, and gell from one to two dollars’
worth on each ship. The rest of his time he spends
in canvassing. As to the work in this city, the
canvassers could not sustain themselves, They make
their bread and lodging, but not sufficient for a sup-
port. Thus we were foreed, after the school closed,
to send them out in the country ; and it scems now
that canvassers can sustaln themselves in Northern
Germany, which is a Jarge field, As to the ship mis-
gion, T wish to say that if we had some person who
understood the English and Secandinavian also, it
would be well. A person who would spend part of

the time in Bible work and part of the time in ship -

work, would be just the person. Since Brother
Boettcher is gone, 1 felt keenly the lack of some per-
son 1o aid me in visiting and Bible work.

Our canvassers return each Friday evening, attend -

the Sabbath meetings, the Sabbath-school, and mis-
sionary society Saturday evening; and we have an
experience meeting Sunday morning. Sunday they
get their books from the depository, attend to the
Sanday evening Bible reading, and start out Monday
morping to their field again,

Now a word about the depomtory, and in connec-
tion with it the canvassing work. We have already
sold §400.00 worth of books, and this nearly-all by
our canvassers and in the store. We have oearned
about $40.00 the first quarter leaving us some $17 af-
ter paying the rent. We keop a good selection of
our English, Seandinavian, German, French, Ialian,
and Dutch publications here, and hope soon to have
others in Russian, Polish, Bohemian, et¢. This nat-
urally ealls for more capital than if we earried books
in buat one or two languages. But people in all these
languages circalate here and we meet them often,
especially in the ship work. Then we have a good
stock of Bibles and good religious, and historical
books, such as our brethren and workers need every-
where, concordances, dictionaries, church histories,
Liast Sunday we sold five Bibles alone. Being the
only religions book store in this part of the city,
we have every reason to think that we can work up
a good trade, -

Apother thing where we could help-our brethren
in America while they would at the same time help
us g little, is the purchase of reference books. I am
well acquainted with the German market, and I can
buy books at bargains second handed. For example,
I bought Mosbheim well bound for $1.50. As the
Grerman churches in America inerease and German

students multiply, you will peed German books for

them. Now instead of giving the business to other

“firmg in America, I ask yon to give us yonr trade, as

we can sell you the books cheaper than you can buy
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elsewhere, and still have some profit left, We are in
direct communication with *Leipzig, and have (he
begt shipping facilities with America.

Before going over the field in general I wish to
aay a word about schools. I do not doubt that there

© will be need that others be conducted and perhaps

even in a larger seale than here and we onght to
have a good understanding. WesJabor here under
great difficulties, have not our own buildings, no one
sends us provisions, the workers have to come great
distances (the cost from Basel ig $11), and as a gen-
eral thing  our people are poorer than in America.
Now I tried my best to get through without great
expense and make everything as cheap as possible
for the scholars. For board, rent, washing, and
light $1.92 a week is certainly not high and living is
not very cheap here But yet these new beginners

have hard time in paying their expenses coming, .

and paying their expenses while here, huying hooks,
etc. Opa sister cleared her way, but every one can-
‘not do this in a large city, canvassing three or four
houry a day.
We have enough field here for years with our dif-
ferent books, and this is a splendid place for training;
-for, if they learn to take orders in a hard place they
will eertainly he able to do so where it goes easier.
Then we have a great field arouhd us, and there is
plenty of work to develop it and every kind of work
is going on here, so every one can have a splendid
chance. But now what ig to be done in all these

 cages? - -

Now a word about the field at large. Since re-
tarntng to Burope I have given my atteniion mostly
to Holland, Germany and Russia. I shall speak of
these countries and their needs and wants, knowing
that Brother Holser will speak for the other coun-
tries.

I have spoken some of holding a course of lectures
in Wurtemberg after New Year and also a canvass-
ing school there, but much depends on what help
can be had here and whether I can go for any length
of time. There is a great interest in Wurtemberg,
and I would choose that field rather than any other
in Germany, but I think it was good to start the
work in Hamburg, and indispensable to continue the
work in Barmen, near the churches, and now the
question comes, what will our brethren do so that
weo can get o man for Wurtemberg? I bardly dare
to agk, knowing the condition of the field in America
and the searcity of workers, but if you give us a
good Bible worker and canvasser for Hamburg, and
a preacher in Wurtemberg, and we will not s-ay an-
other word, uniess you have a preacher for Holland:
Germany is vipe for the harvest, The German peo-
ple are liberal, and while we soon can support one
worker, we hope by next year to support two.

The church I organized in Crimea, though poor
and having but thirty members, -has sent some $150.-
00 tithing. In the same ratio Russia ought to pay
at least $900.

1 had a chance of getting the experience of the
Baptists with their work in Russia. They have some
12,000 members there and are recognized as a denom-
ination, and yet, what perplexities! Their clerk
told me that four numbers of their paper of late has ~
been refused by the censor, jnst because they con- )
tained some labor reporis from Ruseia. Then one of
their song books which contained two German pa-
triotic songs has been on that account altogeiher ro-
fused and every hook seller is forbidden to handle it.
They have a depository in Russia, in Warschau, but
live in constant fear, and find that the best way is to
send books direet from heve, or through business
firms. As we are in constant correspondence with
Russia, we have also undertaken to fill their ordersfor
books. Though we have so much difficulty, yet we
hope some day to succeed. -

Bro. Laubhan has written an urgent letter that a
Conference might be established there, and that I
vigit the churches there again. I should like to visit
that field by next Spring and spend a few months
there, Certainly I shall be careful to avoid danger
ag far as posgible. Bro. Kléin's case is pending, and
hig experience may help us. There is a great fleld
and the Liord has a people, but the devil is not
asleep. If all goes well we need move help in Russia,- -
but we do not want young men, who are of age for
the army. The general consul here told us that if a
man is born in Russia, and emigrates, and returns
with an American citizen’s papers, they will not
respeet him. Thus we have to take those Amer--
ican horn, or older persons, If our brethren can give
any counsel as to this field it will be gladly received.

Elder D. A. Robinson then read the following
report from
THE BRITISH FIELD.

B0 long as our work continues, this field will be
one of the deepest interest to us as a people.

It may not be out of place, in speaking of this
field, to speak from the standpoint of the British
Empire a8 a whole. Indeed, to do otherwise would
ba to take a very limited view of the work that lies
before us in the United Kingdom. Whether we rec-
ognize it or not, the English language is being diffused -
in a manner and to an extent that shows the wisdom -
of God in selecting that tongue to give the first warn-
ing notes of impending judgment, and thus to make
ready a people prepared for the Liord. )

The great burden of the work thus far has rested
upon the English-speaking people, and an all-wise
providence has made America the cradle of the Third -
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Angel’'s Message. This last named fact, bowever,
should not lead us to conclude that America is the
one chief agent to be used in disseminating the light
“of truth among the English-speaking people of the
world. We have been wont to speak with pride of
our national freedom. We have looked with satisfac-
tion upon the grand foundation ot our national struct-
ure; but after all we must not forget that the men
who toiled and sacrificed to purchase for us the free-
dom and liberty which we enjoy were themselves
but the sons of Englishmen, and we must not suppose
that when their fathers left the mother country all
virtue and stirling integrity embarked with them.
We canunot believe otherwise than that in England
will . be found not a few who will be ready to do

and dare; to eaerifice and suffer if need be for the_

truths of the Third Angel’s Message. Looking then
upon England, a great center of the world’s com-
merce, with her thirty-eight millions packed into an
are. of smaller proportions than half of Texas, with
her vast colonial possessions in every part ofthe globe,
. with an aggregate population of over three hundred
millions of gouls.

- The work in England has moved slowly yet we
are giad to know that it moves. The influence of
the efforts of those who first entered that field atill
lives and visible results are being seen till the pregent
time. Cash orders for our publications are occasion-
ally sent to Elder J. N. Loughborough, Ravenswood,
- Sonthampton, whence they are forwarded to our
office in Tondon.

- England is a nation of readers—the most assidnous
and patient readers in the world. The habits and
customs of the people and their education for more than
a century all contribute to make them so, and hence
the suecess of our work in the British field will be
proportionate to our suceess in the eireulation of our
publications in that feld, ‘

The amount of labor performed in the United
Kingdom during the past year has been comparatively
small, Blder Durland was there a few months at
the beginning of the year and his labors during that
time were shaped to the event of his returning to
America in the winter. Abont the first of March
Elder Haskell upon whom has rested the chief respon-
sibility of the work, returned from America and spent
three weeks before going on the Continent, and later
in the season he spent about four weeks more in the
British field.

Tn April Elder E, W. Whitney with his family
moved from Basel and connected with the work in
England. He spent a few weeks, first in visiting the
churches and acquainting himself with the field prepar-
atory to entering upon aggressive work in some direc-
" tion. In July he moved to Birmingham and almost

immediately was taken sick and for considerahle-
time was unable to do anything.

For about ten months we have had one canvasser
in Birmingham selling the Present Truth quite suc-
cessfully, using at the present time about seven hun-
dred copies of each issue, and another young lady is
there doing good work in the sale of Good Health.
Elder A. A. John-returned to Ameriea in May or -
June. The greater part of his time before his return
was spent in conmection with the church at TUleeby
where a neat and commodious house of worship was
erected. Brethren Hope and Hutchinson entered
the field in July. Brother Hope is laboring in the
London Mission, and Brother Hutchinson soon after
his arrival went to Ireland, where at last reports he
was having a good intereat in a series of meetings in
& hall, ' ‘

We have eight small churches in the United
Kingdom and six of these have added to their mem-
bership during the year an aggregate of thirty-five,
the total membership being 160 and our tithe for the
year $1,244.58. As near as we can tell there are
about two hundred Sabbath-keepers in the British
field about sixty-five of whom are in Liondon. At
present we have employed four American Bible
workers and three others who are in training for the
work, two licentiates already mentioned, two or-
dained minigters and two ship missionaries,

NEEDS OF THE FIELD,

Perhaps the greatest want at the present moment
is smitable books for the canvassing work and experi-
enced canvassers to handle them. .

IT the Bible work is to be carried on, it seems but
reasonable that several devoted, earnest workers in
that line should be secnred to -eonnect themselves
with the few now laboring in that capacity. The
London mission is paying quite a heavy rent and has
room for nearly a score of workers, but does not
have one half that number, in a city of five millions.
We have a few young people of promise who after
proper training we trust will become efficient work-
ers, and we feel sure that the desired end can be se-
cured much essier and sooner by having these per-
gong unite both in the canvassing and Bible work
with devoted, God-fearing workers from Ameriea. It
is unnecessary to dwell upon the reasons for this.
They are apparent.

One year ago the General Conference voted to
have Bro. Arnold to retarn to England. Qur breth-
ren there still think that promise good and are hop-
ing to see it speedily fulfilled. England is the land
of booke and hence a nation of readers, and when
the publications are made ready for that field they
will yet go by the million, I¥ Tyndale’s faith could
grasp the idea that with the help of God he would
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yet make every plowboy in England better ac-

quainted with the Word of God than were the bish-

.~ ope and priests, should not we with the last solemn

- message the world is to hear exercise stronger faith
than he did and with increasing earnestness labor on
until the work committed to us has been accom-
plished ? )

England and Wales alone contain one hundred and
ninety-lwo towns, each having & population of over
ten thousand inhabitants and the United Kingdom
contains over twenty towns with a population to each

"~ of over-one hundred thousand. “The area of the
{__ United Kingdom is congiderably less than that of
w\“Ga.lifornia, while the four cities of Birmingham,
Liverpool, Manchester and Leeds have a population
equal to that of California, North Pacific and Mon-
tana. The United Kingdom, with an area as already
stated much less than that of California, has a popu-
lation exceeding one-half that of the United Stases.

We mugt have the publications and we need a score

-of earnest devoted men who with the help of God can
demonstrate that these books can be s0ld in this field.
Let this be done and other workers will be developed

‘on the ground.

In the printing department we need an expe--

. rienced practical printer. A skilled pressman will be
" indispensable just as soon as the Pacific Press gets
ibe machinery in operation. There seems to be =2
demand for issuing the Present Truth weckly, Ata
¢ general meeting just held in London the matter was

discusged at considerable length and the following
resolution was adopted :—

WHEREAS, We have seen with much pleas:u:e and interest the
growing favor with which our paper, the Present Truth is received,
and Geem it important that it should be brought raore frequently
and econtinuousiy before the public, hoping that by so doing its eir-
culation may be still furiher extended, and that by the continumed
blessing of God it may advance in its mission; therefore,

Eesolved, that we reguest that as soou as may be convenient, or
the interests of the eause may permit, the publication of Present
Truth may be weekly, instead of fortnightly a5 at present.

Our brethren in England feel the deepest gratitude

" to the brethren in America for the generous sapport
given to the work in that field and they are anxious
o do all in their power to show their appreciation
of the same. We look forward to the near future
and we look with faith to see a mighty work wrought
in Qld England, a work in which God shall be glo-
rified and by which many precious souls shall be

. made ready for the coming and kingdom of our Lord
Jesus Chrigt. For this we hope and labor and pray.
Elder White then closed his presentation of the
foreign mission field, by giving a tabulated statement
of the number of foreign workers of varions classes,
adherents, ete, It showed that there are in foreign

countries 85 churches ; the entire number of adher--

ents is 3,346 ; and there are 267 laborers, bolhuative
and American. )

- The report of the committee on education, which
had been made the gpecial order for the hour (see
BurreTriv, p. 34) was then taken up, and after discus-
sion, especially of section 4, by W. W, Prescott, W. C.
White, C. H. Jones, J. N. Loughborough, was re-
ferred to the committee for revision of that section.

Elder Farnsworth then presented the followillg res-
olation ;— . -

Resolved, That we call the attentlon of the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists to the principles and objects of the .
National Religious Liberty Association; and ask such of the mem--
bers of that denomination as can indorse the objects and work
of this Association, to become members; and, further,—

Resolved, That we ask the General Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists to conduct their work in opposition to religious legisia-
tion; —the sending of lecturers into the field; ‘the eirculation of
petitions to eongress and to the State legisiatures; the dlstribution
of religious liberty literature, and the defense of those Indicted for
Sunday-labor, through this Assoelation.

Conference then adjourned.

v

INTERNATIONAL SABBATH-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

.

BECOND MEETING.

AgsooraTion ealled to order at 3 P, M.,-Oct. 23, by
President C. H. Jones. Prayer was offered by A. T.
Robinson, after which 8. N. Curtiss, in behalf of the’
Sabbath-school work in Australia, read the following

interesting veport from that field :—

REPORT FREOM AUHTEALIA.

The first Sabbath-school in Australia was organ-
ized in Melbourne, July 4, 1885, with a membership
of 11, consisting of the workers who came over from
America in company with Elder Hagkell. As’ the,
work went forward, the school increased in numbers.

The second school formed was at Ballarat, a place
about fifty miles weat of Melbourne, Then a com-
pany of Sabbath-keepers, a church, was raised up at

- Adelaide, four hundred miles still farther beyond,

which resulted in the organization of the third
school.

The first of July, 1888, four years after the intro.
duction of our work in the Colounies, there were six
schools, Their names in the order of their formation
and their membarship at that time ave as follows: Mel-
‘bourne, 169; Ballarat, 43; Adelaide, 50; Trentham.
14; Wychitella, 15; and Hobars, 59. Total mem.
bership 350.

The contributions by these schools for the three
quarters previous to this date was £85 1s 6d ($413.-
89). In August of that year at the time of the or-
ganization of the Conference, the Aust. 8. 8., Associa
tion was formed. Previous to this date for neairly a
year all the schools had beensending in quarterly re-
ports.
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From July 1, 1888, to July i, 1889, eight schools
were added to the list. The number of schools
at the present time is fonrfeen, with a membership
of 560, an inereage of 210. Of the present membey-
ship, 322 are not church members. Amount of con-
tributions for the year has been £134 175 634d ($656.

17). . Donations to foreign missions have been £9 68

3d ($45.24), and the tithe to the State Association
£11 198 43d ($68.22). The State Association has to

its credit £7 19s ($38.68).
W. L. H. Bages, President.

A letter was then read from Robert Hare, presi-
dent of the New Zealand Sabbath-school Association,
requesting admigsion into the International Associa-
tion, and giving the following synopsis of the Sab-
hath-school work in New Zealand: —

REPORT FROM NEW ZEATLAND.
Sect'y International 8. S. Association:
" DEar Sister: —Your notice of General Conference
and Sabbath-school work was sent me by Brother
Daniells, but too late to send off a full report by return
boat. Will send a few items of interest.

The Sabbath-school work was started soon after
Elder Haskell’s first visit to New Zealand in 1885,

- and hag been Increasing in infiluence and pumbers

since that 4ime. We now have four schools, sitnated
repectively at Kaeo, Auckland, Napier and Gishorne.
These have a membership of some 323.

At the Conference meeting in May last, we formed
a Sabbath-school Association to be known as ¢ The
New Zealand SBabbath-school Association,” and we
incloge a request that this Association be admitted
into the International Assoclation. Thereis a good
interest kept up in the Sabbath-school work here,

‘but we propose, by God’s help, to increase our efforts

in giving the Sabbath-school its merited place in the
work of these lagt days. We extend our congratu-
lationg to our brethren in America, and pray that
the Liord will bless you with all spiritual blessings
and that he will strengthen the ties of union that
bind our hearts together In the message. As the
conflict deepens we will need all the strength that
comes from mnion with God and also that union for
which the Master prayed ¢ That they all may be one.”

We have no word of discouragement to give. The
Lord is good, and we enjoy much of his blessing,
Ouz hearts yearn for the work, and we trost that the
Conference now in session-may be directed by Divine
wisdom in all the plans laid for the fartherance of

_ the Sabbath-school work.

I am sorry that there was not time to make out a
fuil report, but T fear this letter will be too late as it
ia. Yours in hope and trust,

Ropr. Harz,
-~ Prest. N. Z 8 8 Adssn.

Mrs. M. H. Trxvorn, Sect's.

We here append a copy of the resolutions pasged at
the organization of our Conference held in June, and
accepted by our Sabbath-school Association the fifth
of June, 1889,

WaEREAS, We recognize the Sabbath-school with its carefully .
prepared scriptural lessons for old and young, and the system of
condueting it as recommended by the Infernational Association.as
a very important factor in the work of God, therefore,

L. Eesolved, That we express our thanks fo God for the prosperity
that has attended the work in New Zealand during the past, and
that we will, ir the future, support it by our presence, our prayers,
and by all ways in whieli we can promote its prosperiéy.

WaErsss, the sole object of the Sabbath-school should be to
lead souls to Christ, and as no one can lead others in a way which
he knows not, therefore, )

2. Resolved, That we recognize and ¢mphasize the necessity of
Laving converted teackers in the Sabbath-schecls,

3. Resolyed, That we urge the secretary of the Association to
keep in constant communication with the schools ihat she may
know the exact standing of each and thus be enabled fo give the
instruction required; also that isolated families he locked after and
encouraged to report.

4. Resolved, That members of the Sabbath-schools whick compose
the, Association, be encouraged to make liberal donstions, and that
a fithe of these be paid to the Association, and the remainder, after
meeting their running expenses, be used as recommended by the
International Association.

5. Resolved, That werecommend that every teacher and officer in
the Sabbath-schools take the Sabbath-school Worker—a quarterly
journal published in Oakland—as it is filled with practieal infor-
maiion, bearing on their work.

6. [Resolyed, That we cannot too highly appreciate the importance
of teacbers’ meetings'in connecilon with the Sabhath-school work
with every Sabbath-school.

7. Resolved, That it isalso 1mp0rtsmt that there he a teachers’
Iibrary in connection with every Sabbath-school, that the teachers
may have a good opportunity 6 be thoroughly informed on all
points coneerning the Jessons which they are to teach.

In accordance with the above request, on motion
the New Zealand Sabbath-school Association was
duly received into the Lnternational Assoclation.

The president then referred to the Atlantic 8. 8.
Association, after which Bro. J. B. Robinson gave
the following account of the 8. 8. work in thsat Asso- -
ciation — ;

The Atlantic Sabbath-school Aesociatios with s membership of
about 175, was permanently organized at meetings held in the ety
of Washington, D.-C., Sept, 25-30 1889. Sabbath-schools are
maintaized in each of the five churches of the Atlantic Conference.
The schools at Brooklyn N. Y. and Washington D, C., are worthy
of especial notice, as progressive and prospering. Others would
doubtless do as well could they have the advantages enjoyed by
the schools pamed. A presperous school has been organized in the
State of Delaware by Elder D. C. Babeock, also at Paulsboro, N, J.
Where tent meetings were held by Elder . E. Lindsey. At Patter
son N. J. a school has heen opened by the canvassers stationed
there. The school numbers, at present, ménefzer. Several have
accepted of the truth during the past few weeks. TUpon the whole
the schools of the Association are of good courage and are deter-
mined to ¢ go forward.”

Elder H. E. Robinson was elected President with Mrs. H. .
Robinson Sec. and Treas, Their P. O. address will be 218
Grand Ave, Brooklyn, N, T, '
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We would respectfully ask admission to the Taternational 8. 8.
Association.

The request was granted by unanimous vote.
Bro. P. W. B. Wessels, of South Africa, then spoke

" for the South African S, S, Association, but said that

he had no authority to represent that Association,
nor to formally request its admission into the Int.
Ass’'n, Discussion followed concerning the advisabil-
ity of admitting the South African Association. -The
matter was referred to a committee to be appointed
by the Chair.

The committee appointed to audit the books of
Treasurer submitted the following report :—

To the International Sabbath-school Association : —

Your committee appointed to audit the books of the treasurer of
this Association would respectfully report that we have examined
the hooks and find them carefully, neatly, and correctly kept, and
find that the report which was printed and distributed at the first
meeting of this Assceiation agrees with the books in every item.

The Committee on Resolutions then presented the

following partial report : —

‘WHEREAS, The blessing of God has rested upon the Sabbath-
school work in a marked degree during the past year {1) in an in-
creasein membership of over 2,400 (2) in an increase in class con-
tribufions and donations to missions (3) In a special revival of His
work in many places, therefore,

Resolyed, That we express our deep gramtude to.God for his
gooliness and mercey, and for the prosperity that has atbended the
work in all parts of the field, and as an evidence of our apprecia-
4ion of these blessings we hereby pledge ourselves to engage in
the work with more earnestness and zeal and deeper eonsecration
during tie coming year,

Resolved, That we express to the General Conference our thanks
for granting to us the labors of Klder R. 8 Owen and Elder E. J.
Waggoner and wife during a portion of the past year, to labor in
the interests of The Sabbath-school in couneetion with some of
our general meetings.

‘Waereas, The Sabbath-school work is acknowledged to be one
of the most important branches of the-cause, and,—

WHEREAS, Its interests have extended until it requires the undi-
vided attention of several fndividuals to properly advance its worlk,
therefore,

Resolved, That we earnestly regquest the General Conference to
grant us.at Jeast three laborérs who shall devote their whole fime
to the advancement of the genmeral Sabbath-sehool work; and,

" further,—

Zesolved, That said persons shall be e¢hosen by the Executive
Commigtee of the International Sabbath-sehool * Asscciation and
labor under its direction, subjeet to the approval of the General
Conference Committee.

WeEerzras, The publication in the Signs of the Times and the Re-
view and Herald, of the guestions on the Sabbath-school lessons to-
gether with the seripture texts printed in fuil opens the way for
the swuperficial perusal of the lesson without golng to the Bible it-
self, thus lowering the grade of scholarship in our schools, there-
foré,

Resolyved, That we request the above named papers to substitute
for the publication of the lessons in full in their columns, extended
notes on the same. ’

Wurrnss, It has been demonstrated that when State secretaries
tave been able to devote their time to the Inierests of the Sabbath-

sehool work, it has proved very condueive to the advamcement ‘of
the cause, therefore, —

" Resolved, That we renew our resolumon ol one year &go, upon
this point, and recommmend that those State Assceiations, that have
not done so, select secretaries whe can and will devote the necessary
time to the work that its interests demand, and that, where neces-
sary, they request their State Conference t0 properly remunerate
them for theilr services.

WuEeREss, The results of the publication of the Sabbath- school

Worker have been beneficial to the Sabbath-school cause, there-
fore,—

Resolved, That we no longer consider it an experiment, but recog-
nize it as a necessary factor in the Sabbath-school work and request
the executive committee to carefully consider the advisability of
1sswing it more frequently.

The consideration of this report was laid over un-
til the next meeting.

The following special committees were then ap-
pointed by the chair:—

On obtaining information regarding missions, print-
ing the Sabbath-school lessons in foreign langnages,
ete., J. . Durland, D. A. Robinsor, J. Vuillednier
and the Executive Committee, in connection with the
editors of our foreign papers.

On report blanks, family schools, German schools,
and Scandinavian schools, A. O. Tait, W. H. Wake-
ham, W. W. Sharp, O. A. Johnson, 8. 8. 8hrock.

Remarks were made concerning the Sabbath-school
work in their respective fields by the following dele-
gates:— C. H. Jones, of California; Roduney 8. Owen,
Canada; W. W. Sharp, Dakota; J. M. Bees, Indiana ;
W. H. Wakeham, Iowa; L. J. Rousseau, Kansas'
J. B. Goodrich, Maine; J. I Durland,” Michigan;
Mrs. B . Meade, Minnesota; B. 8. Donnell, Mis-
souri; L. A. Hoopes, Nebraska.

Lack of time prevented further reports from States.

The chair appointed W. H. Wakeham, A. T. Rob-
inson, and T. A. Kilgore as a committee to consider
the admission of State associations.

Adjourned to call of chair.

MISSIONARY WORK IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.

TuE islands of the Pacific are divided into three
grand heads, namely, Polynesia, Micronesia, and
Melanesia. The first name was at one time given

1o all the inter-tropical islands of the Pacific, but as

these islands and their inhabitants have become bet-
ter known, names have been adopted for the various
groups which, when mentioned will suggest their
location and formation and the speech of their inhab- -
itants, particularly the last mentioned feature. ,
Melanesia comprises that long belt of island groups
which, beginning at New Guinea at the equator, ex-
tends 3,500 miles south-eest to New Caledonia, and
eastward Lo Figi. Melanesians differ from the Poly-
nesians in that while the latter people all have quite
& similarity, both in appearance and language, the

~
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former differ widely from each other in both respects,
-gven in neighboring tribes. But nGtwithstanding
this, the Melanesians have certain common character-
istice which distinguish them sharply from the other
race. They are darker skinned, with crisp curly
hair, and are at a lower level ot civilization. Many
of thet are still cannibals, A notable exception to
cannibalism is found, however, in the two large Figl

- Inlands, where the inhabitants have learned the prin-

"ciples of tho gospel.
Mieronesia takes in all that region of the Pamﬁc,
north of the Melanesian groups, where from some
cause, perhaps the decreasing activity of the coral
builders on account of the more northern Iatitude,
the islands become smaller and fewer till they finally
ceagse., Some features of the islanders in this region
are not yet fully understood. In some places toward
the west the Mongolian eyeis noticed, and a scanti-
ness of beard, as well as certain Indo-Chinese customs
which indicate Malay connections. Toward the east,
-Hamoan influences are easily traced. TUnder this
head, we find classed the Gilbert, the Marshall and
the Caroline-groups.
+ While these groups have, on account of isolation,
developed certain peculiarities of their own, there
are certain traifs eommon to all. The people are all
quite amiable, and well dispesed when properly
treated, bnt will repay ill-usage with treachery. They
are generally polite and hospitable to strangers, and
intelligent, active traders. The Marshall Islanders
are sald to be the boldest and most skillful navigators
in the Pacific. ~ '
All the islands of Polynesia, with the exception of
New Caledonia are of voleanic or of caral formation.
The gail in the voleanic islands is very fertile, pro-

~ ducing the most luxuriant verdure from the sea-shore

»

to the mountain tops. The cocoa-nut palms, which
grow in abundance on the low lands, give the isiands
in the distance a charming appearance. The natives
live mostly on vegetable food. Taro is the staple
article of diet, but yams, plantains, bananas, and
bread-fruit are also plentifully used on the daily bill
of fare. There is much of historic interest concern-
ing the innumerable island worlds which dot the
broad Pacific, but as this effort is intended more to
show that region as a field for missionary operations,

rather than to describe its peculiar physical features,

the attention will now be called to the object had in

. view in the address of to-night.

One hundred years ago scarcely any of these green

" spots on the bosam of the ocean had heen visited by
. the Christian missionary. But during the present

century hundreds of noble men have taken their
lives into their hands to seek and save the heathen
of those lands. As a result many thousands have
been reclaimed from the pit of darkness into which

they were cast hy birth, and still others are calling
for the light of the gospel to shine upon their way.
The efforts thus put forth in their hehalf have not
heen accidental. God had said hundreds, yes, thou-
sands of years hefore, that on him the isles should
wait, and that they should trust in his arm. *Isa, b1:5,
In further speaking of the work of Christ, the same
nnerring voice was heard saying: ¢ He shall not
fail nor be discouraged, till he ‘have set judgment in
the earth: and [till, Jewish translation] #ie isles shall
wait for his law.” Isa. 42: 4.

And how long they have waited! All thege years
and centuries, while other parts of the wide earth
were hearing and rejoicing in- the truth, these have
waited —silently waited. But the decree had becn
uttered ; the words of God must needs be given to
them. And so that field has been receiving the
plowshare preparatory to sowing the seeds of truth
for the last days. And when the great and final
gathering of the remnant takes place at the coming
of the Master, no part of the globe will be forgatten
by the angel gleaners; for we are told that the
redeemed will come not only from Egypt, Cush,
Elam and Shinar, but from #“the islands of the
gea,” Tsa. 11:11, .

~This being so, the herald notes of the coming king

must be sounded in those far-off dots in the sea. It
is impossible for this great work to close until those
islanders shall have had the opportunity of hearing
the message of fruth for this generation. And why
should this not be so? Is it not reasonable to sup-
pose that God wonld have the truth preached to
them as well as to the people in other parts of the
world, where spiritual darkness reigns? How, in-
deed, shall the Third Angel's Message reach every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people, if no effort is
made to reach these isolated denizens of the gea?

With the Beriptures in our hands, it seems almost
seless 10 préach to the world that the Lord is about
to come, while we in listless inactivity enjoy the
abundauce of this world’s goods. Those with whom
we associate know full well the position we occupy,
and measure our faith, not so much by our words,
as by our actious. Could we but exert ourselves in
behalf of these long neglected Islanders, the sacrifice
made in that direction would prove a more powerful
argument in faver of our position in prophecy than
the greatest array of empty words,

True, something has already been done, toward
showing appreciation of God’s indicating providence.
One noble effort has been put forth in a private way
to carry the light of truth to these people. Witness,
too, the blessing of God on that effors put forth in
seif-abnegation. With ouly about five weeks’ labor,
a whole igland — more than one hundred souls — was
brought to a knowledge of the truth. But like some
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other enterprises, this ene, for lack of facilities, has
been left—to lanfuish? No, for God has had a
care for the work there. Were it not so, under or-
dinary circumstances, not a vestige of it would now
remain, ‘

For four long years the people of, Piteairn Island
have been left to struggle in the way with only a
knowledge of the primary principles of truth. Subtle
efforts have been made to overthrow their faith, but
they have firmly stood for the right, and constantly
appealed to us as a people for help. They haye
asked for that which no believer ought to be denied
—Christian baptism.

But why have they not had the recovmiuon which
was justly their due? This is a hard question to

answer divectly. The first great obstacle in the way
~ of visiting that people is the location of their island

home. It is off the regular track of merchant vessels,
as will be seen hy a glance at the map. If one were
to depend on such a method of getting there, he
might wait an indefinite number of years, as it is
seldom that any hut island trading vessels touch at
that point. Even though one should happen on a
vessel passing that way, there would be no certainty
of hig being able to land, on account of the difficulties
attending such an effort. e :

It is well known that Piteairnis an island which rises
almoat perpendicularly out of the sea, and having but
a gingle spot where it is possible to land, even in the
finest weather. This 8" a small indentation on the
north side of the island, known as Bounty Bay. Even
here a landing must be made from a small-boat, as
the inlet is so small! as to forbid a large vessel enter-
ingit. If the weather is rough and the sea running
high. a small boat, even, conld not approach the shore
for fear of its being dashed to pieces by the surf
When therefore a person is to be landed from a ves-
sel when the weather is unfavorable, the vessel must
remain in that vieinity until a favorable change takes
place, which sometimes is delayed for several days.
In such a case, a passenger for Pitcairn, even though
he had waited for a vessel for many months, would be
carried thousands of miles beyound his desired haven to
the port next visited by the ship on which he had pas-
sage, simply because no captain can be found who
wonld be willing to delay his journey an uncertain
length of time, which would involve untolcfh‘expense,
and perhaps the logs of a goodreputation on account
of not making good time in his voyage.

It is next to impossible to take a direct passage
from any port to Pitcairn Island. One might go
from San Franecisco in a trader to Tahiti, and there
wait for a passing vessel to take him the remaining

-1,300 miles to his destipation. But even then one’s
caleulations are liable to fail. He might wait six
months or a year for the vessel sailing in the right

direction, but whenr he should apply for passage, to
his dismay, he would find himself refused. The
bigoted missionary, or some one of the many Jesuits:
at Tahiti had perhaps already talked with the cap-
tain of the vessel and prejudiced him against the one,
seeking passage, to that extent that he is persuaded
he does God service in refusing to carry an Advent-
ist to Pitcairn Island.

But should one so far suceeed as to obtain passage
on a vessel, the difficuity before mentioned, of land-
ing at Piteairn, must be met, If he is unsuccessful,
he is likely to be landed more than twice as far from
Piteairn as he was when at Tahitl. Even though
the wind ghonld allow the vessel to sight the igland,
if it should chance to be in the night, the captain
would not dare to lay by till morning, and so the
trip would he fruitless. Notwithstanding these dif-
“ficulties have been, in a measure known, no move has-
yet heen made by our people to provide a -suitable
vesgel of their own with which to eonvey to. Piteairn
the help they so munch need,

Tt is true that after three years of patient waiting
on the part of the Pitcaimers, a feeble, but abortive
effort was made to supply their wants. Another
year has now gone by, and still those dwellers in the
sea await the flow movements of our people in their
hehsalf, It cannot be that God would -have it thus.
If not, where will the responsibility rest, should the
matter be delayed yet another year, or even three
months ?

For one, T do not believe our people are willing to
let this question rest here, I am satisfied that When-
the proper plans are laid hy those in authority among
us, they will not lack support from the rank and file
of those who compose our churches. The only point
to be settled, is, shall such plans be laid at this Con-
ference as will help our brethren at Pitcairn, and
push the message of truth among the dwellers of
other islands of the broad Pacific? This once set-
tled, there will be little difficulty in carrying out the
plang, for God lives as of old, and will work with his
people in so noble an enterprise, as that of carrying
the truth to the benighted dwellers in the great and
far-off sea.

From the difficulties thus presented, all can
readily see that there is but one successful plan hy
which these people can be reached at will. ~ That is,
to build a vessel adapted to the missionary work, and
to man it with our own people; those who have had.
experience in gea-faring life, and have the spirit of
migsionary sacrifice. A vessel of the proper size and
equipments, manned and provisioned for a cruise of
two yéars, might cost $25,000. But that is a small -
sum for our people to raise, should they unitedly
labor to that end, Indeed, when we think that in the
last three years the Sabbath-schools have contributed
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to foreign mission work over $32,000, it would not take
a long seretch of faith to believe that, with the proper
incentive before them, our Sabbath-schools might
reach-that amount with their donations in a single
year.
+ Could a good large map of the Pacific istands be
provided each school at a mominal price, early in
the year, and each Sabbath the attention of the
sehool be called to the course and propable loca-
tion of the ship, with short appropriate remarks,
this alone would have a salutary effect in working
up the missionary ship enterprise. There is already
a fund on hand of nearly $3,000 with which to begin
operations. Shares in the ship might be taken at
a given price, say twentyfive cenis apiece, o ad to
come within the reach of all our children, and they
be encouraged to save their pennies for {his enter-
prise. Or the different schools might be separately
eredited up with the amount of donations made, and
- ab the end of the time designated that the donations
should go to the ship enterprise, ghares of stock could
be issued to the schools, certificates of which, if neatly
gotten up and well framed wonld make an ornament
worthy to adorn the walls of any Sabbath-school
room.

It would hardly be expedient to huild a ship for
the sole purpose of vigiting Pitcairn for a fow weeks,
When that island is visited, others which may prove
just ag promising as that field, should be worked up
in a-consistent way, which would provide work till
.the Liord comes, not for one vessel alone, but for
many. Who knows but the Lord already has in
training some of the Pitcairn islanders to leave
‘their native spot at the Master's bidding and de-
vote their lives to calling the attention of neighbor-
ing islanders to the truth for these days? Such a
thing i% not at all improbable. Without doubt, when
missionaries are needed 1o visit Norfolk Island, there
will be many from Piteairn ready to volunteer as
helpers in that work.

It would be very natural for some of ‘them to do
this, as nearly all of those on Norfolk are of the same
stock as themselves, having removed there from Pit-

- eairn in recent years. Norfolk Island lies about
3,000 miles sonth of west, from Pitcairn, and about
400 miles north-northwest of New Zealand, as you
will see by looking at the map. The island meas-
ures six miles in length, and has an area of thirteen
and one half square miles. ILike Piteairn, it has g
high cliff-hound coast, which makes it difficult, and
even impossible to land except at two places. It is
said to he one of the most beautiful places in the
world. The Norfolk Island pines are the principal

treed, some of which have a girth of thirty feet, and.

attain to a hight of 200 feet. The underwood is
targely composed of lemon trees, and in the openings

_ good treatment.

are found gumavas, bananas, peaches, and pme-apples
in abundance. In the fields are éultivated corn, com-
mon potatoes, yams, barley, and oats. The climate
is most genial, the thermometer rarely falling below
65°. The present population of the island is nearly
1,000 souls, the most of whom, "ag said before, are
descended from the Pitcairn islanders,

A few hundred miles north-east from Norfolk are
the Fiji Islands, eighty of which are inhabited. The
largest of these iz eighty by fifty miles in extent,
while some of the smaller ones are only from fifteen
to thirty miles in cireumference.. Once these people-
were all vicious cannibals, but are mow nominal
Christians. Besides the nafives of these islands,
there are many English people who have goune there
for the purpose of trading. Some of these when in-
terested if the truth would also make valuahle la-
borers for the Master.

Four hundred miles north-east of Fiji lie the Sa-
moan Islands, thirteen in number, with an area of
1,650 square miles, and having 30,000 inhabitants.
On these islands are many German and English peo-
ple — traders, who should receive labor, and through
them the natives, who are all nominally Christians.
But so mueh is known of these islands, I hardly need
mention the great opportunity they present for mis-
sionary operations. Almost directly south of Samoa,
less than 400 miles and only 250 from Fiji, are the
Tonga, or Friendly Islands. These number 150,
thongh all are small, the largest comprising only 128
square miles. The people of these islands are the
most advanced, intellectually, of any other portion of
the Polynesian race, and exercise an influence over
very distant neighbors. These, too, to the number
of 25,000 are believers in Christianity. These would
he bard islands to work, as one denomination eon-
trols everything, politically as well as religiously.
Yet if the proper course could be taken, without
doubt God would give signal victories in the Tonga
Islands, )

One of the most extensive groups of the Pacific,
the Solomon Islands, stretches from north-west to
south-east over 600 miles. They lie to the north-east
of Australia nearly 1,000 miles. Seven of the islands
average in length seventy-five miles, and over twenty
miles in preadth. During the wet season fever and
ague provails in these islands guite largely, but in the
dey zeason from December to May, the climate is
healthy, and would offer no hinderance to people of
another climate remaining there to push missionary
operations. Even in the wet season, the climate is
no worse than that of many parts of Africa, where
misgionaries spend a lifetime in teaching the natives
the way of truth. The inhabitants are intelligent, of
& quick, nervous temperament, yet iractable under
Thoy have not[as in many other

i
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“groups, learned the priuciples of Christianity, which

would be an obstacle to the propagation of the truth
in the usual way. But the Third Angel's Message,

whieh is the gospel for this age, has as much power .

to convert men from the depths of heathenism as the
We will,
-however, pass, for the present thiz part of the sub-
jeet.

The Caroline group still farther to the north
comprise between 400 and 500 islands, with 100,000
or more inhabitants. Although Ameriean mission-
aries have had stations on varioug parts of these isl-
ands since 1851, they do not offer go great induce-
ments to mission work, as the islands farther to the
east, which are within the bounds of Polynesia. We

“will therefore return to that -part of the field for a

moment before leaving the deseriptive part of our
subject. ’

. The Bociety Islands, of which Tahiti is the prin-
cipal one, occupy a stretch “of nearly 200 miles of
ocean, in a very central position. They are about
4,600 miles south, and a little west of San Francisco,

. 3,400 miles east from Sydney, 2,400 from Auckland

i

i

. working of it?

and Honoluly, and 4,600 miles from Panama. Tahiti

“has a superficial area of 600 pquare miles with 10,000
“inhabitants, orie eighth being French and other for-

eigners, The majority of the naiives profess the
Proteatant religion. Three hundred miles southwest
Hes Cook's Archipelago, and about the same distance
south are the Austral Islands. All of these now af-
ford more orlless inducements to the introdnetion of
the Third Angel's Message. The inhabitants of
Raratonga, one of the Cook Islands, have been con-
verted to Christianity., They live in villages, the

" houses of which are well built and plastered with

lime. They are, in appearanee, clean and com-
fortable, :

The Gilbert Islands have a population of nearly
75,000. The people of the Friendly Islands number
more than 200,000, and are very industrious, paying
oreat attention to the cultivation of the soil. Most
of them are nominal Christians of the Wesleyan faith.

1 cousider the fact of the inhabitants of Piteairn so
readily receiving the truth when it came to them,
one of the strongest evidences that God would have
this message go to that island world of which Piteairn
is bat a mere speck, Their reception of the trath

~ was a special work of God to call attention to that

part of the great harvest field. And had it not been
for the difficulties attending the commuuication with
those parts, we would ere this have had a number of
laborers in that part of the work. But shall we give
up that field becaunse of the difficulties attending the
The answer to this question will de-
termine the immediate action of our people.
gay yes, our hands will drop hy our side, and God will

LY

If we-

raige up deliverance for those Isla,nders from dnother
quarter. But if we give the only ressonable answer
there is, that wmeans that we must procure & vessel of
our own with which to visit in force these unentered
fields. -

Some among us have felt an intense burden to see
something doue in this direction. They have said |
for three years thaf it was wrong to delay this work.
Then how culpable a thing it would be, if after these
years of waiting the enterprise should still be de-
layed. Some faint hearted ones have feared that a_
new enterprise of this kind would not be sustained
by our brethren, because we had not already as
muach means as we would like for the maintenance
of our present foreign work. That proves nothing
against starting this enterprise. Had we all the -
means we needed for all purposes, how easy to feel ’
that our money was sufficient for the work, and
thus lose sight of the only power by which a true
work of reform can be accomplished. For my part

"1 do not wish to see the day when it costs no effort

on our part to sustain the work of God. God is not
only able but willing to help in just such an enter-
prise as that of a miission ship for work in the Pa-
cifie,

A ship fully equlpped for such a work, must carry
_enough trained workers so that when a company has
been left at one point, the vessel can proceed to an-
other place, and there leave other workers. After
distributing the workers according io plans before
adopted, the vessel might then retmrn to the first .
point, to afford relief, or make any changes in the
working foree, as circumstances might seem to de-
mand, and g0 move on from one point to another.
'This would obviate the necessity of the vessel lying
idle at any point for any length of time.
~ Another work such a vessel might do, would be to
carry books to our forces in Australia, China, Japan,
and other points a8 needed. It might also do some
commercial business between the different poiuts at
which it might eall. Such work would of course be
gecondary, and only be done by way of accommoda-~
tion, though it might afford some means of subsist-
enee. Butagthisisa minor consideration, we will not
stop here to discuss it at length. It is almost certain
that no great peeuniary returns eould ever be counted
on from the money invested in a missionery ship.
On the other hand, it would ever call for an outlay
of means, and fresh liberalities from our people. But
shonld we, hecause of such a prospect, be deterred

- from doing that which God has evidently called us

to perform ? If we would be, we are unworthy of .
the place we oecupy in the world’s history, and in
the providenee of God.

Tt would seem-as though our people, if they had a
keen sense of the times in which we live, and the
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necessities of the situation, would arouse to action in
the matter of a missionary ship. Other people who
do not profess to have any speciil mission have al-
ready built and equipped a score of ships for work
in the Pacific Islands. Why shonld not Seventh-day
"Adventists, who profess to believe in the return of
the Lord to earth in the very generation which
has already nearly run out, much more have a vessel
for missionary purposes, properly manned, to carry
the truth to these isolated parts of the earth 7 Surely
we have a truth that is ag precicus as that of any
otherpeople. More than this: if we really have the

truth, then we have no time to lose in doing what

we can to warn the world of impending doom. We
shall also be held to account for vetaining means in
our possession that might have heen blessed to the
salvation of souls. If we really do believe the
Third Angel's Message, what do we expect to do
with the means in our possession when probation
closes ? :

Tt is not becaunse there are not means among our
people, that misgionary operations are not already
being carried on in the islands of the Pacific; but be-
cause those who have these means do not have faith
enongh in the message to risk them in the Lord’s
work., Were thore means in the Lord’s treasury, no
time would be lost in sending help to these benighted
jslands. But the means is not at hand to start such
an enterprise, and until it is forthcoming, shall the
work already started in the Pacific be allowed to

languish? Who among our people areready to take
the responsibility of saying that the work there can
wait indefinitely? But by withholding means that
might be nsed for the salvation .of souls, we do vir-
tually say that. How will we meet such a record?

In view of the earnest appeals that have come
over the sea, workers should go to that part im-
mediately, and look after the work ~But that will
cost time and means, Where are they fo be found?
Whoever shall be selected for that work, will find
it mo child’s play, nor will it be a pleasure excur-
gion. Many who at first thought would doubtless
think they could go as well as not, may not at all
be fitted for sach a work. Tt will require some tact,
and much perseverance and reliance upon God, to
accomplish what ought to be done. “God is able to
point out through the proper channel those who can
and will go, if it falls on them.

How long will our peeple hear the prolonged Mace-
donian ery from across the waters, and close their
ears and hearts to these earnest appeals ? Some will
soon respond. If not from among onr own people,others
will rise up to do the Lord’s bidding. But we can-
not afford to let this work be taken from us and given
to others. Who, then, among us will be registered in
heaven as having sacrificed “of their means to send
the fruth for the last generation to these isolated
people? When are we to be aroused to a sense of the
obligation resting upon us, and take hold of the work

in a way worthy of our profession ?

YO Cevtibs - .
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