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From the revelation which we have brought for-
ward there are several important considerations
that must impress themselves upon our minds, and
one is that all the revelation that we have, that Is
divine revelation—is simply a revelation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ from the first line of Genesis
to the last testimony we may have of the voice of
the Spirit of God. It is simply a revelation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.
that gospel is the only revelation of Christ, and
when we take Christ into our hearts, we have taken
the gospel into our hearts, which is the power of
God unto-salvation unto every one that believeth,
and we receive that gospel by faith in the testimmony
itzelf. Third, If we have Christ in the soul, there
will be no rising against any new revelation that
comes from the same source. Now what do we
mean by that?— Everything that that expression
implies. We may not understand all at a glance;
but the same Spirit that changes the heart will ree-
ognize everything that comes from the same source.
That is the divinity of the Christian religion.
Another thought: The Spirit is a unit, and in the
unity of the Gospel is a system of fruth; and this
system all centers in one—the Lord Jesus Christ.
So that an ndividual who really embraces Christ or

the gospel of Christ, embraces that system of truth,

and the light received, however small may be the
ray at first, will lead the individual on step by step
- into the hght of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Second, the revelation of .

Now I wish to read two or three paragraphs from
“ Gospel Workers,” page 122: —

“ A careful study of the Bible will not necessarily exclude all
other reading of a religions nature; but if the word of God is

' studied prayerfully, all reading which will bhave a teandency to

divert the mind from it will he excluded. If we study the word of
God with [nterest and pray to nnderstand it, new heaunties will be
seen in every line. God will reveal precious truth so clearly that
the mind will derive sincers Pleasure, and have a continual feast as
its comforting and sublime truths are unfolded.”

That is what the Lord would have every one of us
experience. It is the revelation of Jesus Christ that
he gives to every converted soul.

. Now another sentence, from page 166 -—

It was not bis design that man should be content t0 remain in

the lowlands of ignorance, but that he should secure all the advan- ‘

tages of an enlightened, cultivated intelleet. Every man and
every woman should feel that obligations are resting upon them
to reach the very height of intellectual greatness. While none
should ve puffed up because of the knowledge they have aequired,
it is the privilege of all to emjoy the satisfaction of knowing that
with every advauced step they are rendered more capable of honor-
ing and glorifying God. They may draw from an inexhgustihle
fountain, the source of all wisdom and knowledge. i

“ Having entered the school of Christ, the student is prepared to
engage in the pursuit of knowledge without becoming dizzy from

the height to which he is climbing. As he goes on from truth to

truth, obtaining clearer and brighter views of the wonderful laws
of science and nature, be becomes enraptua:ed with the amazing ex-
hibitions of God’s love to man. He sees with intelligent eyes the
perfection, knowledge and wisdom of Geod stretching beyond into
infinity. As bis mind enlarges and expands, pure streams of life
fiow into his seul. The more he drinks from the fountain of
knowledge, the purer and happier his contemplation of God’s in-
finity, and the greater his longing for wisdom sefficient 1o compre-
hend the deep things of God.?

Now you notice that the more we get of Christ and

the gospel, the more we will want of it The more
beauty we see in the word of God, the greater will be
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the desire of the soulto grasp the infinite treasures
of Tmowledge that are hid in Christ Jesus our Loxd.
Another thought:

¢ Bearch, study, pray; - . . Donot; then, continaally dwell up-
on this one point, concentrating all the energies of the mind spon
it, constantly urging it upen the attention of others, buttake an-
other subject, and carefully examine that, Thus mystery after mys-
tery willbe nnfoided {o your comprehension. Two valnable victor-
ies will be gained hy thi& course.’ “You bave not only secured use-
ful knowledge, but the exercise of the mind has increased mental

power. The key found to uniock one mystery, may reveal also

other precious gems of knowledge heretofore nndiscovered.”
There is another expresgion that I will read on

this point, in  “ Testimony 32,” page 44. Redemp-

tion itself is a science; all sciences are embraced in

it. “But the theme of redemption is one that the .
~ of the field ; the fowls of the air, and the fish of the

angels desire to look into; it will be the science and
the song of the ransomed throughout the ceaseless
ages of eternify. Is it not worthy of careful thought

+ andstudy now ? Should we not praise God with heart

and soul and voice for his ‘wonderful works to the
children of men’?” Then the beginning of the study of
the Scriptures is simply a preparatory step to enter-
ing upon the future state, where the mind will con-
tinue to go on and expand, and take in more and
more of God.

Yesterday morning, we made a proposition that
all true science was found in the Gespel; and what
is not found in the Gospel, is “science falsely so
called 7; and we called attention to the testimony
that the apostle Paul gives in Col 2: 3 in speaking
of Christ, “in whom were all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.” Then we went back to creation,
to take up the creation of man — of Adam —to show
that he was a perfect being— came such from the
hand of his Creator. He was created to rule, to
have dominion over all the beasis of the field, the
air, and every creeping thing; and consequently he
must have understood the nature of all these ani-
malg. Then they were brought before him, and he
named them all.* He could see as they passed be-
fore him, the nature of every animal and every bird,
g0 that he could give it a proper name; and they
. received from him names apprepriate to the animalg
themselves, showing that he saw the very nature of
the animals, He was also to subdue the world. e
was placed in a house which God prepared for him,
Heaven was its covering, and the earth was its floor,
But there was in the garden of Hden, every tree that
was pleasant to the sight. That was the home of
Adam, and his descendants would make their homes
- after the pattern that Giod had given Adam. And I
think from thig that Adam was a first class landscape
gardener. Heunderstood the nature of plants ; knew
how to cultivate them, and fo bring them to a sfate
of perfeciion ; and God placed him on the earth for
that purpose. In every sense, it was directly from

the hand of the Creator.
yesterday when we closed.
I wigh to read David’s description of Adaro as he

There is where we were

- was when God placed him’in the garden. We have

it in the eighth Psalm, beginning with the third
verse. “When I consider thy heavens, the work of
thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast

-ordained; what is man, that thou are mindful of

him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him ?

"For_ thou hast made him alittle lower than the

angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor.
Thou madesi him to have dominion over the works
of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his
feet: [Then he understood how to fule,—how fo
govern] All sheep and oxen, yea, and all the beasts

sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of
the sea. O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy
name in all the earth!?”

But man did not retain his possession. Paul
speaks of this in thesecond chapter of Hebrews, call-
ing out the same thought to which we called atten-
tion in the eighth Psalm. Beginning with the eighth
verse, I read: “Thou hast put all things in subjec-
tion under his feet. Forin that he put all things in
subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put
under him. But now we see not yet all things put
under him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace
of (God should taste death for every man.”

When maxn lost his dominion, his infelligence be-
gan to wane, and i decreased as sin came into the

- world, increased and prevailed in man. Christ came
- as’ the great Restorer, to restore back to man all the

intelligence that he had lost, as well as the dominion,
and to bring man himself back to the original state,
and place him not only as Adam was, but as he
would have been if he had confinued fithful to
God. Thiy is the work of Christ; and his mission
to the world is but faintly understood by many who
helieve in Christ, or profess to believe in him. IHe igs
a “ restorer” ; he is the “healer”; hecame to liff up
the fallen, and to forgive eins. To every one who
will accept him as a Savieur heis a S8aviour., His
name is called Jesus, because “he ghall save his
people from their sins.” '

Paul goes on to speak further of Christ: “ For it
became him, for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to
make the caplain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings. . . . Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same; that through death he might
destroy him that had the power of death, that is,
the devil; and deliver them who through fear of
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death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels;
but he took on him the seed of Abrabam. Where-
fore it behooved him to bs made like unto Kis breth-
ren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high
priest in things pertaining to God, to make recon-
ciliation for the sing of the people. For in that he
himgelf hath suffered being tempted, he is able to
guccor them that are tempted” Then this is-the
gospel which reaches out fo take the veriest sinner in
the world, if he will accept it, and bring him back
to where he was in. the beginning, in Christ, Al
the intelligence, and all the knowledge, was in
‘Christ; and the revelation of the gospel is to reveal
that knowledge in Christ, and take man and restore
him, and place him where he can go on to all
eternity. ,

Now,do you comprehend that, brethren? If that is
trae; and it is true, for I read it out of the Bible,
then there is in Jesus Christ, and in the gospel of
Christ, every saving knowledge that ever came to any
intelligent being ever ereated. It is in the Gospel
—and that iz Christ. And the revelation of the
Gospel i a revelation of Jesus Christ; and the
thirty-three years he walked upon this earth was
2 concentration of every ray of light that God has
ever given to man, revealed and placed in humanity
that we might see and behold it in our midst. It
_ was the perfection of all this knowledge in our T.ord
Jesus Chrigt, I hardly know what expression to use
unless I should say it was “boiled down?” in the
manifestation in humanity in the thirty-three years
of Christ’s life. O, I praise God that we have such
a Saviour as this, and such a Gospel as this. This is
the Gospel o Christ.

“Well,” says one, “1 like the teachings of the
Bible; but I do not believe all that the prophets say.
I do not think that that is very important.” In this,
you reject Jesus Christ just as much as if you shonld
- #ay, “ I do not believe in Him.” “Waell,” says one,

“I do not believe in the law of Moses.” Well, then,
you do not believe In Jegus Christ. You have not a
word in that Bible but what is Jesus Christ; and the
gooner we can settle down in our hearts that this
book is God’s book, and his voice to man; and take
it and read it in that light, the sooner we will get
‘salvation to our souls. It s not enough to take one
particular part of if, and get salvation in that way;
bhut we must take any part of it; and the moment
vou take the first line of that book on the authority
of God alone, you have taken the whole book. You
may not see the whale book, but you have taken it
and said, “ Yes, Lord, T will have it.” And then God
begins to unfold it. Why, the whole Gospel is in
these words that the Saviour said to Satan; that the
seed of the woman should bruisé the serpent’s head,

and it should bruise his heel. I understand that
he said that to Satan in order that the devil might
know his destiny ; and he said it in the hearing of
man that man might have hope. The very voice of
God (I do not care how it comes) brings hope and_
salvation to the one who will hear it. And God said
that to Satan, meaning to place before Adam a ray
of hope and light and life, which he wonld take hold
of; and it doubtless, proved, his salvation.

Now, I want to go farther with the subject, carry-
ing it from just where we leff it the other day; and
I want to_identify this wisdom which God gave te
Adam, with the wisdom that he has always been
giving to man. Turn with me to 1 Kings 4. When
Solomon was about to become king, he felt the re-
spongibility laid upon him, and thought the matter
over, and he sald, “How can I go in and out befors
thiz people? I am but a child” And don’t you
know, that Is where we found we all had to come
in order to receive ‘wisdom from Christ? We must.
become as a child, and not have our own ways and
plans. And sc the Lord saw how dependent Solo-
mon wag, and that he realized his dependence, and
he gave him wisdom. Now, what do you suppose
would be the character of the wisdom Solomon
wonld get? It would be of the same character as
the wisddin Adam had. Adam had wisdom from
God; had intellectnal power from on high. Now,
you will find that this wisdom given to Solomon
was of the same character; it embraced the know-
ledge of all true science,

In the fourth chapter of first Kings, beginning
with the twenty-ninth verse, I read:; “And God
gave Solomon wigdom and understanding exceeding
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that
iz on the sea shore” To my mind there is some-
thing very forcible in this figure, sand upon the sea
shore. He does not say théit he gave him wisdom
and largeness of heart like a great mountain, as
though he was great, and had a wonderful under-
standing upon one particular sabject and that is all;
but he gave “largeness of lteart and wisdom exceed-
ing much, like the sand upon the sea shore,” like the

‘thousands of grains upon the sea shore; so his wisdom |

takes in thousands of things,— everything. Now no-
tice the nature of the wisdom (80th verse): “And
Solomon’swisdom excelled the wisdom of all the child-
ren of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.”
You know Egypt wag the wisest nation of the earth in
those days. The alphabet came from the Egyvptians,
and the knowledge of certain sclences. The knowledge
of astronomy, musie, and some other sciences, was
carried into India from Egypt; and from India they
came over to Europe, and we think we are the wisest
people in the world because we have a knowledge of
gsome of the gciences that carhe in this rognd-about
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way. But Solomon’s wisdom was greater than.all

" the wisdom of the Egyptians. * Well,” says one,

“he knew just how to serve God; and I would like
to know in how extensive matters he did serve God.”
It was in everything that related to this life.

Notice what comes further: *“For he was wiser
than all men; than Ethan the Bzrahite, and Heman,
and Chalecol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and
his fame was in all nations round about, And all
nations came to him because of the wisdom he pos-
sessed.” “And he spake three thonsand proverbs;
and his songs were a thousand and five” He must
have been a literary man. “And he spake of the
trees, from the cedar tree that iz in Lebanon even
unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall?
‘This is some of the same kind of wisdom that Adam
had. He must have known about the trees. We
read you from “ Patriarchs and Prophets” that he
received instruction from every leaf “He spake
about the trees, from the cedar tree that is in Leba-
non even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the
wall.” It moust be that he understood botany. How
oany trees did hewrite about? It is said that there
are about ten thousand varieties of trees at the pres-
ent day ; but the Bible speaks of nearly one hundred
and fifty kinds; and Solomon wrote on all these
trees, from the cedar even unto the hyssop:

“ He spake also of the beasts, and of fow], and of
the creeping things, and of the fishes. And there
came of all people to hear the wisdom of Sclomon,
from all kings of the earth, whichk bhad heard of his
wisdom.” Now this was what God gave Solomon.
It was wisdom of the same character, embracing
this general knowledge, that God gave to Adam.

In the eighth of Proverbs Christ is spoken of un-
der the name of wisdom, and through Solomon this
wisdom was revealed. Beginning with the four-
teenth verse : “ Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom ;
I am understanding ; T have strength. By me kings
rule, and princes decree justice.” Then he under-
stood civil government. “ By me kings rule” By
whom ? — Christ. It was what Solomon received es-
pecially from God. :

“By me princes rule, and nobles, even all th
judges of the earth. Ilove them that love me; and
those that seek me early shall fine me. My fruit is
better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my re-
venue than choice silver. I lead in the way of
rightousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:
That I may causethem that love me to inherit sub-
stance ; and Iwill fill their treasures. The Lord pos-
sessed me in the beginning of his way, before his
worksofold. I was set up from everlasting, from the
beginning, or even the earth was. When there was
no depths, I was brought forth; when there was no
fountaing abounding with water. Before the moun-

tains were settled, before the hills was I brought

forth: While as yet he had not made the earth,
nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the
earth. When he prepared the heavens, I was there;
when he set a compass [ or circle; margin] upon the
face of the depth.”

Then the world ig round. You know, i tdok man
thousands of years to find out that scientific truth;
but God revealed that to Solomon, and that was wis-
dom; and that is in the Bible. In fact, there is no
light; there is no knowledge that will elevate the
human race; no truth, but what its elements are
found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel em-
braces every good thing, and not a single bad thing;
and outside of the gospel of Jesus Christ, there is not
a single good thing. “ Well,” says one, “is it not a
good thing to have wisdom to acquire property in
this world? Yes, but who gave it to you? It was
Christ. Who led you to come to repent of your sins?
It was Christ that put the spirit of repentance in the
heart. In the heart of man dwelleth no good thing
at all; but in Christ dwelleth every good thing; and
every ray of light that comes to us is from our Lord
Fesus Christ,

“ When he established the clouds above : when he
strengthened the foundations of the deep; when
gave the sea his decree, that the waters should not
pass his commandment ; when he appointed the foun-
dations of the earth, then I was by him, as one
brought up with him; and I was daily his delight,

_rejoicing always before him. ~ Rejoicing in the habit-

able part of hiswarth: and my delights were with
the sons of men.” Then thiz wisdom was with the
song of men: and more than this, God placed it in
his law; and it is all contained in the law of God.
Turn with meto the fourth chapter of Deuteronomy
and the fifth verse. Here we have the same thought.
God says, “Behold, I have taught you statutes and
judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded
me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye go
to possess it. Keep them, therefore, and do them;
for this is your wisdom and understanding in the
sight of the nations, which shall hear all these stat-
utes, and say, surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people.”

Now thig is in the sight of the nations; the na-
tions that have so much wisdom, knowledge, under-
standing, and science. And now God says that in
his statutes is wisdom, and these nations will come
and acknowledge you to be a wise people. “ What
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judg-
ments so righteous as all this law, which I set before
you this day?” Then I would like to know how
much wisdom there is in that Jaw. I tel you, breth-
ren, there is everything in it;-and you cannot leave
out any portion of it. *“Why,” says one, “I don’
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believe I care much about the law.” Christ was in
the law. Tt is Christ; and there was not a single
ceremony in that law that did not reveal some lesson
concerning our Lord Jesus Christ. And if they had
adhered to that law, and studied it as they should
when God gave it to them, it would have made them
such a wise people, and such an understanding peo-
ple, that the nations of the earth that have such
great knowledge and wisdom in their own estimation,
would have come and said, “ What a great and wise
people this is{” 1t was because the wisdom of God
was there. Health reform, and everything else was
there. It was the perfection of our Lord Jesus
Christ, revealsed in types and shadows.

I believe, my brethren, that we have lost greatly
because we have not taken the whole Bible. We
may say that we are interested in a certain portion
of the Bible; but, brethren, why not be interested in
the whole of it? Why not begin and read the Bible
through carefully and critically, and see what God
will do for you. You may say, “I want to read by
subjects.” You cannot read the Bible through care-

. fully and critically without studying it by subjects.
, You will always come out that way, though you
. may not think sc.

Because it looks so beautiful,
you bring certain texts of Scriptare together; and
it looks very nice, and perhaps you can set up a
nice argument - initellectually,— and it can be pre-
gented, perhaps, in a way that will silence an oppo-
nent; but that does not convert the heart. We will
have to take something that comes from the Spirit
of God into our own hearts in order to communicate
that to others, and touch their hearts, And when
we take the Bible and read it through by course,
and do it so often that we will not lose the connec-
tion but remember what we read, we will find that
the 8pirit of God will soon open our understanding,
go that we want to study here and there. We will
think that vesterday we read a text that will
throw light on this; and this will throw light
on something else, and so in that way we will go
back and forth through the Bible. Therefore, I
gay, men cannot read the Bible carefully and critic-
ally through hy course and not study it by subjects.

. And when you have done this, you will have some-

thing in your heart that you can give to others with
whom you coms in contact; and unless you do this,
brethren, you will fail to see and partake of the
righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

I want to read you the text that gave me an under-
standing of the doetrine of the righteousness of our
Lord Jesus Christ, some four years ago. It igin the
0Old Testament. The text sttuck me with such force
that I had to get down on my knees and ery: but
God let that light into my soul. The textis the
twentieth verse of the fiftieth chapter of Jeremiah.

What made it strike my mind with such farce was

the fact that God had told Jeremiah not to pray for )

that people gb all; for they were so wicked, and had
ginned and broken his commandments so much that
he would not forgive them ; and would send them
down to Babylon, But this is what He said because
they prayed: “In those days, and in that time,
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought
for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah,
and they shall not be found.” You will notice the
force of this expression. It says, “The iniquity of
Israel shall be sought for” Somebody will go
around and try to find i, to hunt up their iniguity;

but ““there shall be none; and the sins of Judah,-

and they shall not be found.” I praise God. When
God forgives sins, he forgives sins; he does not hold
them over your head everlastingly ; but just forgives
you, and sets vou free.  And what is that? That is
the “lond cry of the third angel’s message.” How
did T find it? I found it by reading my Bible
through, of course; by reading it carefully, verse by
verse ; and taking the connection as I read it, it
struck me with such force as I never felt beforein all
my life. I have great faith in reading the Bible
through.

Some of you will say that the Bible is such a big

book that it will take a long time to read it through. -

If you should study ten hours a day, how long do
you suppose it would take you to read it through?
Ten days. This is a problem that you can easily
demonstrate. You have a thousand pages in your
Bible, and by reading ten pages an hour, ten hours a
day, for ten days, you will have read it through.
Now, why is not the Bible interesting to you, breth-
ren? You do not read it enough to get the connec-
tion. You ought to read encugh of the Bible every
day so that you could remember to-day what you
read yesterday, and you will then get hold of the
principles that underlie all this science and knowi-
edge. Itis all there in the book, and you can bring
it all out. But one ray of light will strike one mind,
and another ray will strike another mind; and just
as is the condition of your mind when you read the
Bible, just so will the Spirit of God impress the truth
upon your mind. If you are weighed down because
of your sins, or by some dark shadows which Satan
has thrown across your pathway, the moment you
begin to read your Bible, there will be a ray of light
thrown into your heart which will give peace and
joys—just the very thing you need. It is Ged from
Grenesis to Revelation; it is a voice that comes to the
soul, and the very God who gave the Bible, is talking
to you through the sacred volume.

“Well, says one, “ did not Moses have wizgdom which
he learned from the Egyptians? Yes, he did; and it
tock the Lord forty years to get it out of him.

4



58 GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

Twelve years of ingtruction by his mother before he
entered the school of the Egyptians, planted seeds in
hig heart that lived and grew, but when he got
through the school of the Egyptians, he was all ready
to fight; so he slew an Egyptian, and thounght that
hig brethren would understand that he was all ready
to head an army and bring them out of their bond-
age. Then the Lord fook him off by himself into
the wilderness for forty vears, and tanght him in his
school. Then the Lord came to him one day and
gaid, Moses, go down and deliver my pecple, for I
have heard their prayers; but Moses said, “I can-
not go, for I am slow of speech, and of a slow
tongue.” He had lost some of his selfsufliciency,
and somé of the knowledge that had so puffed
him up.

I do not say that there is no information that men -

can get from other sources; buf I say that you have
it alt in the Bible; and there are principles in the
Bibie that will make a people right all the way
through. Brethren, we do not read fhe Bible half
enotugh. I wanf to read something here from the
Review of November 22, which brings out this
thought, showing the importance of searching the
Bible, and how much it should be siudied. “Let
every one who claims to believe that the Lord is soon
coming, search the Beriptures as never before; for
Satan iz determined to try every device possible fo
keep souls in darkness, and blind the mind fo the
perils of the times in which we are living.” Satan
has set his snares before the feet of every soul in this
house, and in this world, and especially before the
feet of every SHeventh-day Adventist. He bhas
woven a net to entangle our feet in gome way if
possible. What is onr safeguard? The Scriptures.
“Let every believer take up his Bible with earnest
prayer, that ke may be eulightened by the Holy
Spirit as to what is truth, that he may know more of
God and of Jesus Christ whom he has sent.”

That is what we want; that is the information we
need. We want to know more of God and of Jesus
Christ whom he hath sent.  “Search for the truth as
for hidden treasures, and disappoint $he enemy. The
fime of test iz just upon us, for the loud cry of the
third angel has already begun in the revelation of the
righteousness of Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer,”
Then search the Scriptures as never before. *This is
the beginning of the light of the third angel, whose
glory shall fill the whole earth.” Now, notice what
follows: “Foritis the work of every one to whom
the warning message has come, to 1iff up Jesus, to
present him to the world as revealed in types; as
shadowed in symbols, as manifested in the revela-
tions of the prophets, as unveiled in the lessons given
o his disciples and in the wonderful miracles wrought
for the sons of men. Search the Scriptures, for they

are they that festify of him.” I would like to know
how much Bible is left outside of that. Just think
of the amount of Bible reading necessary in order
that we may lift up Christ properly.

If ever there was a time since man fell that the
Bible should be a safeguard, it is in the year 1893,
and we should not feel that we have a theory, and un-
derstand the truth, and all this, and therefore do not
need to study the Bible. We need to study it
There is no man that lives who can live a Christian
life and not study if. Wefeed on the Bible that is,
upon Christ. When we begin o consider what the
word teaches, and let it be engrafted inthe soul, our
characters become symmetrical, and then we begin
ta grow up into Christ, and into his perfect character.
We take Christ into our souls to begin with; and
he becomes in us a well of water, springing up unto
everlasting life. Then we are prepared to search the
Scriptures, which is the Spirit of revelation that s
given fo us; and it will fit us to stand in the coming
storm, and will shield us from every spare that
Baian has set for our feet, so that when the storm
does come, we will be shielded and enabled to endure
if, and then we will be saved in God’s everlasting
kingdom. May he give us of his Spirit, that finally
we may each one be gathered to stand on Mount
Zion.

-

v THE STUDY OF THE TESTIMONIES. —No. 4.

ELDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

In the first eight verses of the fixst chapter of 1st
Corinthians, we find what we may call a dedication
of the epistle to several classes of people. It was,
first, “unto the Church of God which is ab Corinth,
to them that are sanctified in Jesus Christ, called to
be saints;” then also to “ all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs
and ours.” So we might say this epistle is dedicated
to everybody that has a love for the truth. But I
read further: “I thank my God always on your
behall for the grace of God which is given you by
Jesus Christ; that in everything ye are enriched by
him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge, even as
the testimony of Christ wag confirmed in you; so
that ve come behind in no gift, waiting for the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” So then the epistle
is also dedicated to us. .

He says, “In everything ye are enriched by him,
in all utterance, and in all knowledge, even as the
testimony of Christ was confirmed in you.” Then
what isit that prepares the way and acts a prominent
part in fitting up a people in all things to be ready
to meet Christ? — It is the testimony of Christ.

You find it mentioned again in Rev. 12:17, “ And
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the dragon wag wroth with the woman and went to
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony
of Jesus Christ.”  Also Rev 19:10, where the apostle
Jolin saw an- angel and was about to worship him,
and was told, ““ See thou do it not: I am thy fellow-
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testinzony
of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is
the spirit of prophecy.” Here i3 given an inspired
definition showing just what the expression means;
and the remnant church is to have this “ spirit of
propheey,” and it will be confirmed in them, —that
ig, manifested, and understood, and its workings dem-
onstrated-as the genuine work of God.

God began to manifest this gift- in the first mes-
gage, before the time pagsed, as early ag 1842. William
Toye, of Boston, was given three vigions, showing the
pathway of the Advent people; and he went from
place to place relating them. He saw the people be-
. ing brought on to three different platforms, one fol-
lowing another. Some dropped through the first and
went out of sight, and the others went onto the sec-
ond one, Some dropped through this and disappear-
ed, and the remainder went to the third. 8till others
disappeared through this, and then the remainder
went on to the city of God. In another vision he saw
a mighty angel come down from heaven, and a voice
cried and said, “ This angel has Jet three steps to
take.” He didn't understand anything about it;
but is there any onie here to-day who doesn’t know
what that meant? He lived to hear Sister Hdrmon
relate her first vision, and fo testlfy that the twa
were identical.

In 1844, just before the time passed a young man
living at Poland, Me., (Mr, BEdward Foss) was given
a vision showing the journey of the Advent people
to the city of God, with their dangers. He was also
given some messages of warning to deliver, and was
shown the trials and pevsecutions thai would follow
if he was faithful in relating what was shown him.
He refused to give the reproofs and was given an-
other vision, in which he was told that if he did not
tell them, the work would be placed on another per-
son, the weakest of the weak. He still refused, and
then another vision was given him and he was told
that he had been released. This aroused him, and
he said that he would relate what had been shown
him. 8o he gave out an appointment and the peo-
jple gathered to hear, and he began to tell his expe-
tience, and how he had refused to relate what had
been shown him, and he came to the point of relat-
ing the vigion, when lo, he was as silent as a statue,
and there he stood, not able to remember a single
word! Then he exclaimed in great angnish, “God
hag fulfilled his word ; he hag taken the wision from
me!” He lost hope and went into degpair. After-

ward he heard Sister Harmon relate the vision that
had been given her, and he said it was as near like
what had been shown him as two persons eould tell
the same thing.

I referred vesterday to some testimonials of phy31-
clans concerning Sister White’s condition while in
vision., Soine who oppose her work have told about
a testimonial from a Dr. Russell. I have yet to
learn about any such doctor ever treating Sister
White. “ Doctor” Russell may have been gome one
about as near to being a doctor as a bath hand, or
something of that sort, but he never saw BSister
White in vision. And it is a point to be noticed,
that none of our opponents ever saw her in vision. .
D. M. Canright testified before a large audience that
he never saw her in vision.

When going into vision, she gives three distinct
shouts of “Glory!” at intervals of a few seconds,
each more thrilling, though fainter, than the one
preceding, The first one seems fo come from about
the height of the ceiling of the room; the next
seems much farther off, and ihe third seems to be
far up and away in the distance. I Will read some
testimonials from physicians who have seen her in
vision and who gave her at the time a careful
examination.

The first is from M. G. Kellogg, M. D., who refers
to the first vigion given in Michigan, May 29, 1853,
at a meeting held in the barn of Wm. Dawson in
Tyrone, Livingston Co. He says:—

“Zister White was in vision about twenty minutes or half an
hour. As she went into vision, every one present seemed to feel
the power and presence of God, and some of us did indeed feel the
Spirit of God resting upon us mightily. We were engaged in a
prayer and social meeting, Sabbath morning at about nine o’clock. |
Brother White, my father, and 8ister White had prayed, and I was
praying at the time. There had been no excilement, no dernon-
strations. We did plead earnestly withk God, bowever, that
he would bless the meeting with his presence, and that he
would blesg the work in Michigan. As 8ister White gave that
triumphant shout of ‘Glory! glo-r-y! g-l-o-r-y!’ which you
have heard her give so often as she goes into vision, Brother White
arose and informed the audiemce that his wife was in vision.
After stating the manner of her visions, and that she did not
breathe while in vision, he invited anyone who wished to do so to
come forward and examimpe her. Dr. Drummond, a physician,
who was also a First-day Adventist preacher, who [before he saw
her in vision] bhad declared her visioms to0 be of mesreric origin,
and that he could give her a vision, steépped forward, and after a
thorough examiuvation, turned very pale, and remarked, ° 8ke
does n't breathe !’

#“I am quite certain that she did not breathe at that time while
in vision, nor in any of several others whick she bad when I was
present. The coming out of vision was as marked as her going
into it. The first indication we had that the vision was ended,
wag in her again begioning to breathe, Bhe drew her first breath
deep, long, and full, in a manner showing that ber lnngs kad been
entirely empty of alr. After drawing the first breath, several mix-
utes passed hefore she drew the second, which Glled the lungs pre-
cigely as did the firat; then a panse of two minutes, and a third

.
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inhalﬁtion, after which the breathing became nagural” Signed,
“ M. G. Kellogg, M. D., Battle Creek, Mich., Dec. 23, 1890.”

The second testimonial relates to a vision given to
Mzrs. White, in Hillsdale, Mich., Febrnary, 1857: —

#'We were present when (in February, 1857%) Sisier E. G. White
had & vision in Waldron’s Hall, Hillsdale. Dr. Lord made an ex-
amination, and said, ‘Her heart beats, bat there is no breath.
There is life, but no action of the lungs; I cannot account for this
condition.’”* Signed, ** A. ¥. Fowler, Mrs. A. F. Fowler, Hillsdale,
Mich., Jan. 1, 18917

Here is given another statement concerning the
same vision:—

*1 was present when Sister White had the above named vision
in Waldrov’s Hall, Hillsdale. In addition to the ahove statement,
I heard the doctor say that Sister White’s condition in vision was
¢ beyonrd his knowledge.” He also said, “Thereis something super-
natural about that’ ¥  Signed, “ Q, 8. Glover, Battle Creek, Mich.,
Jan. 19, 1891 .

Here is a third statement on the same case:—

“ This is to certify that we were present in Waldron’s Hall, Hills-
dale, Mick., in February, 1857, when Mrs, E. G, White had a vision
and while in that condition was examined by Dr. Lord, and we
heard s public statement respecting the ease, as given above
by Brother and Sister Fowler.” Signed, ““W. R. Carpenter, Eliza
Carpenter, Noblesville, Iud., Aug. 30, 1891,”

The following staterment iz from an individual
who witnessed a medical examination of Mrs. White
while in vision at Stowe, Vermont, in the summer of
1858, Ile says: —

¢ A physician was present, and made such examination of her
as big wisdom and learning dictated, to find the cause of the
manifestation. A lighted candie was held close to her eyes,
which were wide open; not a muscle of the eye moved. He
then examined ber in regard t0 her pulse avd also in regard
to her breathing, and ihers was no regpiration. The result
was that he was satisfied that it could not be accounted for
on natural or seientific principles.” Signed, “F. C. Castle

Here is a description of a test applied while Mrs,
White was in vigion at Bueck’s Bridge, St. Lawrence
Co,N.Y.:—

% June 28, 1857, I saw Sister Bllen G. White in vision for the
first time. I was an unbeliever in the visiowvs; but ope cirecumstance
smong others that I might mention convineed me that her visions
were of God.  To satisfy my mind as to whether she breathed or
not, I first put my hand on her chest sufficiently long to know
that there was Do more heaving of the lungs than thers would
have been had she been a corpse. I then took my hand aud placed
it o¥er ber mouth, pinehing her nostrils between my thamb and
forefinger, zo that it was impaossihle for her to exhale or Inkale ajr,
sven if she bad desired to do so. 1 held her thus with my hand
about ten minutes, long encugh for her to suffoeate nnder ordinary
cireumstances; she was not in the least affecied by this ordeal.
Siuce witvessing this wonderful phenomenon, I have not once
heen inclined to doubt the divine origin of her visions.” Bigned,
D, T. Bourdean, Battle Creck, Feb. 4,1891.

I will mention another medical examination that
I witnessed at Parkville, St. Joseph Co., Mich., Jan,
12, 1861,

At the close of an exhortation given by Sister
White to a large congregation that had assembled at
the Adventist meeting-house, the blessing of God
rested upon her in a remarkable degree, and she was.
taken off in vision while seated in her chair. There
was present & Doctor Brown, a hale, strong man
physically, a spirit medium. He had said that her
visions were the same as spirit mediumship, and

. thatif she had one where he was, he could bring her

out of it in one minute. An invitation was given for
any who desired to do g0 to come forward, and by
examination satisfy themselves as to her condition
while in vision. The Doctor came forward, but be~
fore he had balf completed hiz examination, he
turned deathly pale, and shook like an aspen leafl
Elder White said, “ Will the Doctor report her con-
dition?” He replied, “She does not breathe,” and
rapidly made his way to the door. Those at the
door who knew of his boasting said, “Go back, and
do as you said you would; bring that woman out of
the vision” In great agitation he grasped the knob
of the door, but was not permitted to open 1t unfil
inquiry was made by those near the door, “ Doctor,
what isit?” He replied, © God only knows; lot me out’
of this house I

Tt was evident that the spirit that influenced him
as a medium wag no more at rest in the presence of
the power that controlled Sister White in vigion, than
were the demoniacs in the days of the Saviour, who
Inquired, “ Art thou come hither to torment us be-
fore the time?” ’

I want now to call before you a living witness here
in this house. Brother Larapson, will you please
step forward and relate to the audience what you
saw during one of Sister White’s visions where you
were present?

[Brother Lampson.] It was in 1854, at the home of Brother
White in Rochester. I was then seventeen years old. Ii seems
to me I ean almnst hear yet those three thrilling shouts of
‘G-lo-r-y !’ which she uitered, Then she sank back to the floor,
not falling, but sinking back gently, and was supported in the arms-
of an attendant. Two physictans eame in, an old man and a
young man. Brother White was anxious that they should exam-
ine Sister White closely, which they did. A small looking-glass
was brougbt, and one of them held i over her mouth when she-
talked; bui very soon they gave this up and said, She does n't
breathe. Then they closely examined her sides to try to find some-
evidence of deep bresthing, kot they did not find . When the
examination was over, ske rose to her fest, and then had a view of
some things connpected with the seven last plaguss. She pat her
hands up to her bair, and Brother White and Brother Andrews
tried with all their might to keep her hands down, buf they could
not move them, mor keep her fingers from opening and closiug,
and she tore out locks of her hair. Then she saw the frivmph
of the saints, and her shouts of triumph I can seem to hear even
now."”

In Miles Grant’s book, and H. E. Carver'’s and
D. M. Canright’s books the claim is made that mir-
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acles are always given in the Bible as a test by which
to know a troe prophet.  But I never found any such

rule laid down in the Bible, and the fact is, there is |

no such rule given. Let us look at two or threé
scriptures’ bearing on this point. Matt. 11:9-12,
where Christ speaksof John the Baptist: “ But what
went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say
unto you, and more than a prophet. . . . Verily 1
say unto you, Among them that are born of women
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist:
notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.” Luke 7:26, * But what
went you oub for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say
unto you, and much tore than a prophet” John
10: 41, “ And many resorted unto him, and said,

John did no miracle: but all thmors that J ohn spake
of this man were true.”

© And what did Mr. Canright say to this argument
when he wag compelled to meet it? e said, O, if
is well known that John wasn’t a prophet(!) 8o, at
the debate out in -California where this happened
Brother Healey said, Mr. Canright has said hiroself
that when & person lets go of the testimonies he goes
right into infidelity, and here you see it, for he refuses
to believe the Bible,

Jan, 12, 1861, just theee monthe to a day before
the first gun wag fived on Fort Sumpter, the Seventh-
day Adventist meeting-house in Parkville, Mich.,
was dedicated. At the close of a discourse by Elder
‘White, Sister White gave a stirring exhortation, after
which she took her seat in a chair. In this position
ghe was taken off in vigion. The house wag crowded
* with people, and it was a most solemn place to be in.
After coming out of the vision, she arose, and looking
abouat the house ghe gaid : —

“There is not 2 person in this house who has even dreamed of
the trouble that is coming wpon this land. People are making
sport of the secession ordinance of South Carolina, but I have just
been shown that a large number of States are going to join that
State, and there will be a most terrible war, In this vision I have
geen large armieg of both sides gathered on the field of hattle. I

* heard the boomin® of the cannon, and saw the dead and dying on
every hand. Then I saw them rushing up engaged iz hand-to-
hand fighting [bayoneting one another]. Then I saw the fleld
after the battle, all covered with the dead and dying. Then I was

“earried to priscm, and saw the suffering of those in want, who were
‘wasting away. Thern I was taken to the homes of those who had
lost hushands, sons, or brothers in the war. T saw there distress
apd apguish 7’

Then looking slowly around the house she said: —
‘4 There are those in this house who will lose song in that war.™

Many of the leading journals of the North at that
time, particularly Horace Greely’s paper, the New
York Tribune, made sport of the idea of there - being
any.war, and said that “if a few old women with

" broomsticks should go down to South Carolina, they

could quickly guell all the rebellion there is there.”?
But how was it? Just one year from that timel
was preaching in thai same house, and there sat be-
fore me in the audience two men who were present
at the dedication, and who had expressed to me their
disbelief in what Sister White had said. 1 alluded
to'the subject of spiritual gifts and spoke of what
had been said in that house just oneyear before, and
ag I did so, both of those men buried their .faces in
their handg, and one of them began to sob aloud.
And no wonder. Six weeks before he had buried
his only son, brought home from the war a corpse,
and the man begide him had lost one son in the war
and had ancther ome in a rebel prizon. Brother
Kinne said there were at least five persong in the
house that day of the dedication who afterward lost:
sons in the war.

Now turn to the forty-eighth chapter of Isaiah,
and we will see how God works in the case of 2 froe
prophet. Verges 3-7: “1 have declared the former
things from the begining ; and they went forth out of
my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them sudden-
ly, and they came to pass. . . . 1 have evenfrom the
beginning declared it to thee; before it came to
pass 1 showed it thee: least thou shouldest say, Mine
‘idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my
molten image, hath commanded them. Thou hast
heard, see all this; and will not ye declareit? I have -
shewed thee new things from this time; even hidden
things, and thou didst not know them. They are
created now, and not from the beginning; even be-
fore the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou
shouldest say, Behold, I knew them,”

The Lord tells something that is going to come to
pasg suddenly, which the peopie don’t know and
don't expect. That'was just the way it was with
what Sister White wasshown about the war. Itis
one of God’s signs, that you may know when he has
spoken. I thank God that the God of heaven deigns
to speak to his people. Some persons may be glad
they are not associated with people that have this
manifestation amongst them, but from the depths of
my heart Tam glad that T am “ssociated with people
that ha.ve such a gift,

STATE AGENTS’ CONVENTION.—- No. 3.

ol

Ar the third meeting of the State Agents’ Conven-
tion, held at 4: 30 p. M., January 31, W. L. Killen and
W. R. Burrow were enrclled as delegates at large, as
they are expected to take State agency work in some
of the Southern States. Capt. . Eldridge, Manager
of the Central Publishing House, and C. F. Curtis, of
the Atlanta branch, were also present.

C. M. Everest read the following paper:—

[
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HOW TO EEEP CANVASSERS IN THE FIELD.

It is of the greatest importance that only those
who are consecrated to (God, and desire fo do all
+they can to bring souls to a saving knowledge of the
druth, should be selected as canvassers; and they
should be thoroughly instructed. Where possible,
hold a canvassers’ school in which they can be given
& thorough course of study in the Bible and the
Testimonies of the Spirit, in relation to the work
before them, and an institute in which they can
be instructed in practical canvassing, and become
familiar with the contents of the book. See that
they are started well. Go with them into the field
yourself, if possible, or send ouf with them a suc-
cessful and experienced canvasser to give them a
good. start. Send two into the same field and
.advige them to meet Friday afternoon, and spend
Babbath and Sunday fogether, as it strengthens and
encourages them. Have a personal inferest in each
-one, and take time every day to ask God’s blessing
-on each one; for “the effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” Write to them
often, advising and encouraging them, and keeping
them well posted about théir fellow laborers, and
the progress of the work. Visit them often; can-
vasgers like letfers and visits, and are much encour-
aged by them. :

But in order to do this, it is necessary that the
-canvassers should report directly to the State Agent,
.each week, 50 that knowing the location and circum-
stances of each one he can keep in touch with all
.and give intelligent attention to all their affairs,

Where canvassers are not able to pay cash for
books, have some way provided to furnish them with
the books they need and yet maintain the business
on a good financial basis.

Furnish them with our periodicals free, as they
-come out from week to week.

These are some of the principles which seem o me
from what experience I have had, should be regarded,
#0 keep canvassers in the field.

RECAPITULATION.

. Care In selection.

. Thorough instruction.

Start them well.

Work in companies.

. Keep in touch with thern.

. Deal with them on a cagh basis.
. Keep them out of debt.

Some time was spent in considering questions that
were asked by members upon different points men-
tioned in the paper. (1) Institutes and canvassers’
schools: A canvassers’ school may be held for such a
jength of time as can be arranged, to close with an
institute proper, of longer or shorter duration. (2)

= N R

Length of term of canvassers’ school: In some
States the term is three months, in others, less. The
longer the term of such schools, the better prepared
are the canvassers for the work.

(3) The “C.0.D.,” two or three box system of
shipping books: Does it not drive some canvassers
out of the work? One member said his experience
was that it did not drive out those whom it was
really desirable to keep in.

The advantages and disadvantages, of this system -

were quite freely discusged. Those who have given
it a good trial, generally spoke in its favor, although
there are some quite objectionable features, Several
members offered decided objections fo the system,
and thought there was a better way. The idea was
advanced that it would be preferable to have some
method whereby the churches to which canvagsers
belong, could bear some responsibilties in the matter
of going security for such ag are not prepared to pay
cash for their books when ordering.

The discussion closed with remarks by Captain
Eldridge, in which he emphasized the necessity of
protecting and promoting the interests of the indi-
vidual canvasser, in order to secure the success he
must have to enable him to continue the work. The
usual C. Q. D. system often works hardships and ex-
pense to the canvasser. The “ Letter of Credit” sys-
tem is far preferable. If persons entering the
canvassing work are not sitnated so as to pay cash
for their books when ordering, or supply the neces-
sary security otherwise, let them procure from
brethren who are acquainted with them, a “ Letter

of Credit,” which, if satisfactory to the Tract Society -

or publishing house, will enable them to go forward
with the work, and readily procure such books as
they need. The adoption of such a system would
necessarily enforce particular care in the selection of
canvassers, and would result in bringing the breth-
ren and sisters generally more thoroughly into sym-
pathy with the canvassers and awakens an interest
in their work.

The remarks were received with much inberest,
and geveral expressed themselves as degirous of hav-
ing further consideration given to this subject.

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.— No. 2.

W. W. PRESCOTT,

Her. 1:9: “Thou hast loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity : therefore God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the ol of gladness above thy fel-
lows.” This seripture.of course refers to Christ, and
we wigh to note one or two things about it before we
take the general mieaning. * Thou hast loved right-
egusness, and hated iniquity.” This word iniquiy
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i« the same word that is in 1 John 3:4,— transgres-
#ion of the law —“ Whosoever committeth sin trans-
greaseth also the law; for sin i3 the transgression of
the law,” or iniquity, or lawlessness. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated the transgression of the
g, or hated lawlessness; * therefore God, even thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows.” Fellows. This word ¥ fellows ”
ig found in the seventh verse of the fifth chapter of
. Luke where it is translated partners. “ And they
beckoned unto their partners, which were in the
other ship” Their partnerss. Now I will read the
verse s litéle different, Thou hast loved righteous-
ness and hated sin, iniquity, transgression of the law,
“therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee
with the oil of gladness above thy partners.” Who
are the partners? Why, we are the partners; we
are workers together with God, we are laborers to-
gether with him, we are God’s fellow-workers,

Now turn if you please, to Acts 10: 37, 38: “That
word, I say ye know, whichwas published through-
out all Judea, and began from .Galilee, after the
baptism which John preached ; how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with
power: who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with
him?  You will remember the testimony that wag
borne about Jesus by Nicodemus, as recorded in
the third chapter of John and the second verse. “ For
no mapn can do these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him.” Read in Mark 16: 17,18: “And
these signs shall follow them that believe: in my
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak
with new.tongues; they shall take up serpents; and
ifthey drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re-
cover.”

Now it is said of Christ, “ How God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with power:
who went about doing good, and ‘healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with
him.” 'Thig is the anointing spoken of in the first
text. “God hath ancinted thee with the oil of glad-
ness above thy fellows.” Itis very easy to see with-
out taking any length of time to explain it, why this
i3 gpoken of in this way. That anointing oil with
which the priests were consecrated we find here, and
why it is called the oil of gladness, we learn from
Rom. 14: 17, * For the kingdom of God is not meat
and drink ; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost.” So it ig called anpointing with the
0ll of gladness.

But the objective pomt that T want fo note is the
reason why he was anointed with the “oil of glad-
. ness,” above others, his partners, his fellow workers,

his fellow laborers. The reason is because he loved

rightecusness and hated sin, hated iniquity, and
hated every thing different from God. That was the
reason. He loved righteousness and hated sin, hated
iniguity. And hating iniquity, a3 it is spoken of in
this text, means more than a mere passing dislike
for it, feeling a little uncomfortable under it. A per-
fect hatred for sin! And in this very fact iz scena
wondrous trait in the character of Christ. So in the
work that he did for ug here, although he hated sin
with a perfect hatred, Aated, yet he gathered to him-
self all the results of sin; put himself right in the
place of the sinner, to bear the results of every gin;

. and not simply that way, but he took those things

right to his very soul; and he endured, in taking
upon himself the consequences of sin, what we can-
not possibly comprehend, because we cannot under-
stand the perfect hatred with which he regarded sin.
The fact is, our minds have become blunted and duli,
and we have become aceustomed to sin, and sin has '
left its inapression upon our minds. :

Bin is a perfeci horror of blackness; sin is the
horror of great darkness, and yet we have become
so accustomed to it that it makes little impression
upon cur minds. We cannot tinderstand, we cannot
appreciate the feeling with which Christ regarded
sin. Sin is being contrary to God. Now when Christ,
who had been one with the Father, one in every
thought and purpose, in every work, thus volun-
tarily put himself in that attitude where he must
suffer the consequences of sim, put himsel in the
place of those who were out of harmony with God,
he voluntarily put himself out of harmony with
God, by taking this sin; although he hated iniquity
and loved rightecusness, he came to this world, put

" himself right in the sinner’s place for our sakes; (and

we cannot begin to appreciate what this meant to
him) — all this was done that we may appreciate how
God looks upon sin.

Sin is not simply doing a thing ; it is being in
that condition. Sinin the character, is being out of
harmony with God, is being different from God.
Now, Christ voluntarily put himself there, although
there was that perfect union between him and the
Father, and since that perfect union was the same in
thoughts, purposes, and plans, yet he put himself
where of necessity God must treat him as though
he was out of harmony with him; and it was that
experience that brought out that cry of anguish:
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me??®
But for this experience here upon earth, because he
loved righteousness and hated iniguity, God anointed
him with the oil of gladness above his fellows, or
ahove his partners.

The same idea is expressed in different words in
John 3:84: “For he whom God hath sent speaketh
the words of God: for God giveth not the spirit by
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measure unto him.” A bountiful pouring out of it,
no meagure at all, a perfect, bountiful pouring out of
it and anointing above hisfellows. Why? Because
he loved righteousness and hated iniquity; because
he spoke the words of God. That is why God dealt
with him in that way. So in John 6:27, we have
the expression “ Labor not for the meat which per-
isheth, but for that meat which endureth unto ever-
lasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto
you: for him bhath God the Father sealed”” God
anointed him with the oil of gladness,”—a simple
figure of expression for the giving of the Spirit
to him, and the figure of anointing the priests
with the oil. He gave the spirit to him by no
measure, because he spoke the words of God, be-
cause God dwelf in’ him, and he yielded hirself to
God that He himself might appear in him, and that
his character might also appear, and so had God the
Father sealed him.

Now I do not intend to undertake to take up at
any length the idea of what it isto be sealed, but just
refer to two or three seriptures, and leave that sub-
ject till later. Eph.1: 13, and also 4:30, “ And
grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption.”” 2 Cor. 1:22,
“Who hath also sealed ug, and given the earnest of
the Spirit in our hearts.” Itis evidently in connection
with this sealing work, and we read some scriptures
last night in regard to this sealing, receiving the seal
of God in the forehead, and the number that was
sbaled, and how that the four winds were held while
thig sealing work wag going on, that the Hely Spirit
must appear in this way,and that it is that by which
we are sealed to the day of redemption. S0 God sealed
his Son by giving to him the Holy Spirit. Now, the
Holy Spirit is given in a greater or less degree to
every one because it is the agenmey through which
God works and draws us to himself, to work with us
in this way.

But vou understand that onr study just now is
upen the special outpouring of the Spirit; more than
the ordinary outpouring of the Spirit— the special
outpouring of the Spirit, and the task to which we

have applied ourselves, is to find out what hinders-

it, and go remove it. Not that the Spirit of God has
not been given in any degree to his people, here and
elsewhere, for which we are all thankful, bus it is
time for more than the ordinary display of his power,
it is time for the special outpouring. Now, we want
to know what hinders its taking place immediately,
Now we want to know what hinders that it does not
take place right here. In the first text that I read,

- we find, because “Thou hast loved righteousnegs and

hated iniquity,” That is why God gave Christ’ the
Spirit without measure, and I say that the presence
of sin and the practice of iniquity is what hinders it-

Now I want to show you that it is the mercy of
God that this special outpouring of his Spirit does
not come upon those who are cherishing sin. I want
vou to note that point when praying for the ouf
pouring of the Spirit, and I want you to see that it
is the special mercy of God that he does not directly
answer these prayers to any one of us who are
cherishing sins. In the twelfth chapter of Heb., and
the twenty-ninth verse, the statement is made, “ For
our God is a consuming fire,” and you remember
in the record of Ex. 19 when God came down upon
Mt. Sinai, the strict commmands coneerning the people’s
approaching near the mount, and we read inverge 18,
“ And mount Sinal was altogether on a smoke, be-
cause the Lord descended upon it infire: and the
smoke thereof ascended asthesmoke of a furnace, and
the whole mount quaked greatly,”

In Ex. 24:17, we read ¥ And the sight of the glory
of the Lord wag like devourfng fire on the top of the
mount in the eyes of the children of Israel,” and you
remember how the people were frightened, and the
explicit commands given them by God that they
should not step beyond a certain line, and that they
should not come into bis immediate presence, and
that if they did, they would be destroyved at once.
When Moses eame down from the mouunt, the people
could not look af his countenance in their sinful
condition. .

Turning to Acts 2:2-4, we read concerning the
special display of the outpouring of the Spirit of
God, “And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting, and there
appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and 1t sat upon each of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
in other tongues, ag the Spirit gave them ufier-
ance.” -

Now, what was the experience they had preparatory
to that day of Pentecost, before receiving the Holy
Spirit? We read in John 20:22, “ Receive ye the
Holy Ghost.” That was several days before this ex~
perience. But the day of Pentecost was the time for
the special presence of God, and the outpouring of
his Spirit. Iis special power was manifested in the
forked flames of fire. Those darting tongues of fire
appeared there, and gat upon them. Now thoge dis-
¢iples would have been consumed by that very dis-
play, and so would you and I, if this same experience
came to us with sin about us. I say, it is a very sol-
emn thing in more ways than one to ask God for the
special outpouring of his Spirit as on the day of Pen-
tecost. Ewveryone who asks for this and is cherishing
known sins, is asking for his own destruction, as An-
anias and Sapphira were destroyed. It is the great
long-suffering of God that such prayers are not im-
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mediately answered, and He waits that they may be
answered without destroymg us.

God’s purpose is that sin should be destroyed
and his presence, unveiled, destroys sin always
and everywhere. Sin cannot come into the pres-
ence of God. If is entirely impossible that it should
do so; and with whomsoever sin is found in the
presence of God, in destroying that sin, the person
himself iy destroyed, becange sin ig through and
through hirs; it is his very being, from the crown
of hiz head to the soles of his feet, and throughout.
Now it is utterly impossible for us to separate sin
from ourselves. God can do that thing; God can
take sin from us, but he will not take that from us
contrary to our will. When he tells us that that is
gin, and that He wants to remove it, we must con-
gent to it, or it will not be removed. When fire and
brimstone is called down from heaven, it will be
simply the glory of God’s presence that will destroy
ginners. They cannot stand before him.

Read Isa. 88:18-16, and see what experience is
necessary in order that we may stand in such cir-
eumstances: “ Hear, ye that are far off, what I have
done ; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might.
The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath sur-
prised the hypocrites. Who among ‘us shall dwell
with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell
with everlasting burnings? He that walketh right-
eously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth

the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from

holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hear-
ing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;
he shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be
the munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him;
his waters shall be sure.” Now that experience is
NECEsTAry.

What was the experience of the disciples as a
preparation for this outpouring? Let us read a
brief statement concerning it: —

“For ten days the disciples prayed before the Pentecostal bless-
ing came. Then ft required all that time to bring them to an
understanding of what it meant to offer effectual prayer, drawing
nearer and nearer to God, confessing their sins, humbling their
hearts hefore God, and by faith beholding Jesus, and hecoming
changed into his image.” - Special Test., No. 2, p. 19.

Now I want you to think of this, Those disciples
had been with Christ for three and a balf years, had
seen him after his resurrection, sat and spoke with
him, but had not yet received the Holy Ghost, and
even after his ascension, before this special blessing
could come upon them, it required ten days of con-
fession and repentance in order not to be consured
by that blessing.

Now, if that was the case with them, what shall
we say of ourselves? To my mind, the worst feature
of the whole situation is just what the Laodicean

message saye, and the worst is we don’t see it. Now,
if we don’f see it, let us take the word of God as it is,
and say it is o, let us so continue. We have sinned
and done iniquity, and there is-no good thing in us..
Day by day let us draw near to God by repentance
and confession, and God will draw near to us with
mercy and forgiveness. Now that is the point that I
want to dwell specially upon, that the reason why
the special outpouring of the Spirit of God does not
come upon his people, is that they must repent, else
they would be consumed by if.- Let me read just a
word here to show the relation of repentance and
confession and the removal of sin to this outpouring
of the Spirit: —

‘Not one of us will ever teceive the seal of God while our charac-
ters have one spot or stain upon them. It is left with us to remedy
the defects in our characters, to cleanse the soul-temple ‘of every de-

filernent. Then the latter rain will fall upon us as the early rain
fell upon the disciples on the day of Pentecost.”— Test. 31, p. 210.

Now, there is the whole matier in a few words;
and T say we must face this now. It is no use fo let
these things slide eagily. Now, these things are for
me, and these things are for every ome hers, as the
solemn message of God to his soul. Not one of us
will ever receive the seal of God while our characters
have one spot or stain upon them.

Thou hast anointed him with the oil of gla.dness
above his fellows. Why? — Because he loved right-
eousness and hated iniquity. “It is left with usto
remedy the defects in our characters, to cleanse the
soul-ternple of every defilement.” And there is no
question about it. “Then the latter rain will fall
upon us as the early rain fell upon the disciples on
the day. of Pentecost.” Now, that is just as simple
and plain a gtatement ag can be. What is the thing
for us to do? It seems to me, for me personally, and
for every one who desires this experience, that it isto .
begin to confess our sinfulness o God with bumility
of soul, with deep contrition before Grod to be zealous
and repent. Now, that is the only message that T
can bring to-night. It is just that.

Now the question as to whether there is any need
of it. Suppose Wwe gay we do not see anything to
confess at all, That does not touch the matter in
any way. When God sends us word that we are

“ginful, 1t i3 for us to say we are so, whether we can

see it or not. That should be our experience. -We
feel rich and increased in goods, and know notf that
we are wretched and miserable and blind and naked.
This i just our condition exactly, whether we can
see it or not. When God sends us a message and
tells us to believe it, it is time for us to be about it
When he sends out these instructions, it is time that
we should confess our sins, and set about to remove
them, and to see how long a time it will take, just
notice thls example in 2 Sam. 12 where the Lord
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sent the prophet Nathan to David, who said
“Thou art the man.” In verse 18 we read, “ And
David raid unto Nathan, T have sinned against the
Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord hath
also put away. thy sin; thou shalt not die.” Now,
that is the length of time that it requires.
until we come to that point where we can say per-
sonally, “I have sinned against the Lord,” he will
not put away the sin, becanse, in the order of his plan,
he will not remove sin from us contrary to our
acknowledgment; all that he asks of us is to ac-
knowledge sin. ‘

Notice this in Jer. 8:13: “Only acknowledge
thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against
the Lord thy God.” Read also verse 12: “ Go and
proclaim these words toward the north, and say,
Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and
I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I
am merciful, saith the Lord, and I will not keep
anger forever.” Simply acknowledge the iniquity,
the sin ; that i what he asks, and, “If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
gins, and to cleanse us from all unrightecusness.”

Now we have come to this time when the light
has begun to shine, that is, the light which is to
light the earth with its glory; and the angel has
descended to unite with the third angel to swell this
“loud cry.” We found last night that only those
would be permitted to take a part in this work dur-
ing the “loud cry ” who have resisted temptation in
the strength of the Mighty One; and that is simply
another expression for those who have cleansed their
souls from defilement; that is, they have repented
of their sing, and God has removed them.

I don’t know what it will take, I am gure, but it
seems to me sometimes that there will be Somethlng
to awaken us to the way that God looks at sin, and
the way he looks at us. But we have refused the
warning of the Spirit, and the instruction that he
has sent, and the testimonies that he has semt us
again and again right on this point: “ Repent, and
do the first works; or else I will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place.” For years this has been the warning, re-
pent! repent! repent! But we have not heeded
this testimony, but have come to that point where
we say: “1 am rich and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing.” And yet T say that if ever
there was a needy company, it is this company.

Now God has made it just as plain as can be, just
ag plain as that two and two are four, and this in-
straction is not one that has come to us a long while
ago, either. Let me read:—

“I have been shown that impure practices, pride, selishness,

self-glorying have closed the door of the heart, even of those who
teach the truth to others, so that the frown of God is upon them,

But,

Cannot some renovating power take hold of them ! Have they
fallen a prey to a moral disease which is incurable because they
themgelves refused to be cured 2"’

That is the point; God can cure it, unless we
refuse fo allow him to take hold of the case, Read
further on: —

“Q that every one who labors in word and doctrine would heed
the words of Paul, ‘I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable nuto God, which is your reasousble service.’ *

Again, under an article of the same date :—

“We have been asked why there s so little efficiency among our
teachers. The answer is that it is because known sin in varions
forms is cherished among the professed followers of Christ, and the
consc:ence becomes ha.rdened by long vm]atlon » '

Notice that it is not sins of ignorance. It is be-
caunse, in spite of all the light that has come-to us, -
all the reproofand instruction, we cherish known sins.
I say, we do that and yet are praying for the special
outpouring of his Spirit upen us when it would mean
death o us. Now, I say it is a solemn thing, and.
we stand in a solemn, place. - There is ©in cherished
among us; .there is no question about it. We are
cherishing known sins. Now, we may go on cher-
ishing these known sins, and if God heard our
prayers and made this special outpouring. of his
Spirit as upon the day of Pentecost upon us, it would
bring death wpon every one who is in that condition.
If we go on without that special outpouring and with-
out that Spirit, and still cherish those known sins, the
glory of God when he comes would cause our death
then, just the same, to say nothing about the second
death. Now, if we are ready to dieto-night, we may
live in Christ Jesus. But. those who presist to hold
t0 sin, they shall surely die a little later, and that in-
volves the second death also.

Now I am perfectly aware that I am speaking with
great plainness, and I do not speak this without
thought and prayer. I speak what I helieve to be
the message of God to our souls, mine and yours. I
say that it is time for uvs 0 be zealous and repent
that God’s special outpouring of his Spirit may come
upon us without destroying us. If we do n’t. make
this matter a matter of earnest prayer, I say. it simply
means death to you and to me. And itseems to me,
that the laborer who would go out from this Confer-
ence without a special experience in the blessing
and power of God through repentance and accept-
ance of Christ, and the special presence of God with
him, would as it were, go to his very death then, be-
cauge the power of Satan is to be manifested in a
wonderful manner. We are beginning to see that
that is so. Now the only thing that preserves any
one who goes out in the glorious cause of truth, is
the special power of God manifested in his behalf, to
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keep him physically T mean, from calamity and de-
struction, because Satan aims to destroy every one’
who would attempt to enlighten the people at this
time.

As we are now just at the close of time, and the
light has come to enlighten the world, Satan’s pur-
pose is to destroy physically, and cause the death of

. every messenger of the cause who goes out to give
light. And it is just because the angels of God are
commisgioned to take care of these messengers of
truth, that they are not destroyed; and when we go
out to give the light with the special protection and
power of God with us, we may stand against the
power of Satan. Another feature: That i, the ones
who have gone out in this work have obtained

" power. There is no question about that. Now no
one can go out with the message, to meet that power
which springs up from beneath, unless they have re-
ceived the new light -and life and power which has
deseended from. on high, and taken possession of
God’s people who are not dead, as many now are, in
trespasses and sins. I say, we might juit as well look
the matter right in the face, and do as the disciples
of old did, tarry till we are imbued with power
from on high. It is no use to go this way any
longer, and my advice is most solemnly to every one
who cannot go out now imbued with power from on
high and bear this light from heaven, and to do the
work that God has to be done now, stay at home.

Now I know that this is very severe. But I tell you,
brethren, something must come to us, something
must take hold of us; we cannot linger any longer
or go on in a careless, easy-going manner.
cannot corne to this assembly, this institute and Con-
ference and go day after day in an easy-going man-
ner. It istime for every one to be trexabling in earn-
est for hig own soul’s salvation. Now just see what
the instruction is; it was given and printed ten years
ago. “ We should pray as earnestly for the descent
of the Holy 8pirit as the disciples prayed on the day
of Pentecost.” Note what constituted prayer on that
day “of Pentecost. “It required all that time to
bring them to an understanding of what it meant
to offer effectual prayer, drawing nearer and nearer
o God, corifessing their sing, humbling their hearts be-
fore God, and by faith heholding Jesus, and becom-
ing changed into his image” Now I do not think
that his great blessing will come to you and me
individually, except we listen to this instruction.
There it an individual work for every one of us to
do in connection with this gathering, and that means
solemn heart-searching before God, taking his word
and repenting, that we may receive this power.

Now, to my mind, it 'does not mean that we can
come here and go on as usual: get up in the morn-
ing, after breakfast have a social chat, come to this

We

‘the “third angel’s message.”

service and listen to it, talk and visit, come down
at 2:30 and hear some more, and at 7:00 come and
hear more; and come back and do the same thing
again the next day. I tell you that will not bring it.
It will not do . ‘

God is sending a special call to his people at this
time. It is: Be zealous and repent, “or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candle-
stick out of his place” Now, that is the simple
situation that faces ~you and me to-night. The
question is, What are we to do about it? What are
you and I going to do about it, right here, now, at
this Conference ? That is the practical question, a,nd
the whole purpose of this instruction is to bring us
face to face with that question. Again I say, What
are we going to do about it?

We do not need new instruction so much as we do
to act on the instruction that has already been given.
T enjoy the seasons of coming together, and of ligten-
ing to these instructions, and the explanation of
God’s word. This I enjoy very much. But I tell
you, we mlght come and go here, week in and week
out, year in and year out, and yet not meet the mind
of God concerning this time. Take this word: —

“ O, how we need the divine presence! . For the baptism of the:
Holy Spirit, every worker should be breathing ont his prayers to-
God. Companies should be gathered together to call upor God, for
gpeecial help, for heavenly wisdom, that the people of God may
know how to plaﬁ and devise and execute the work. Espeelally _
should men pray that the Lord will choose his agents, ahd baptize '
his missionaries with the Holy Spirit.”"—S8pecial Testimony, No. 2,
page 19,

Now here is the simple statement of it.

At this time we expect to select men for various
fields of labor, to send them out to the ends of the
earth, to ecarry what? To carry the “loud cry” of
It is no use for them
to go, unless they have a message with the power of
God’s Spirit to go with them. The word is, that
God’s people should be meeting together in com-
panies, calling upon him for special help, power, for-
the outpouring of his Spirit, as the disciples did on
the day of Pentecost. Are we doing it? How long
has this instruction been givenus? I has been over
six months (July 15, 1892), and I would like to:
know how many have taken this and acted upon it
who are now at this Conference. I say it is no use,
trying to get ourselves into the notion that we may
call upon God for his Holy Spirit while we neglect-
the plain instruction given as to how to prepare
for it. .

Let us look this right in the face. This iz not a
mere sentiment nor feeling; God wants to do this
work nght here and now, and he hag sent us his in-
struction in every particular to tell us just how we
may prepare for the ouipouring of his Spirit. We
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do not need so much new instruction given us as
we do to act upon the instruction that we already
have. T say it is time for us to begin now on these
things. There is not a day to loge. Companies
ghould be meeting together. We have not an hour
to spend In visiting. God has not given us these
privileges to use in that way. He has called us here
together for a special thing, and be wants to bestow
his Holy Spirit wpon this people, as he did upon the
diseiples; and ag it began at Jerusalem first, go he
wants Battle Creek to receive the outpouring of his
Spirit during the Institute and the Conference. And
it is for you and me to say whether it shall be so or
not. That is the plain statement of the case, and
the lesgon that I want to enforce. And .if isa fact
$hat beeause known sing are cherished by you and
e that the power of God’s Spirit cannot come upon
this people. God is calling upon us to confess those
gins and to yield up these sinful desires, that he may
remove them from us, even though it is like tearing
the right hand from us. This is the experience that
God is waiting for us to have.

Heb. 10: 26, 27, “ For if we sin wilfully after that
we have received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain
fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries.” Dr. Young
translated it, “ For if we sin wilfully, after that we
have received the full knowledge of the truth.” If
we sin wilfully, then comes this experience.

Let us see how this compares with the testimony
dated Aug. 20,1892: —

Y My brethren, we are living in a wmost solemn period of this
«artl’s history. There is never a time to sin; it is always perilons
1o continue in transgression; but in a special sense s this true at
the present time. We are now upon the very borders of the eternal
world, and stand in 2 more solemn relation to time and fo eternity
than ever befove.”” — Special Testimony, p. 6.

While we stand here in the blaze of the light of
the Spirit that God is sending us, it is a heinous
thing in his sight to indulge in known sin, and even
more 80 than before, because of the opportunity and
the light that he iz giving us. Again:—

“Now let every person search his own heart, and plead for the
bright beams of the Sun of righteousness to expel all spiritnal
darkness and cleanse from defilement. ‘If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse ns from
.all unrighteotusness.’’?

Well, it is ¢imply a question of time, and, although
T had a great deal more to present, I might ag well
stop here. But brethren, think about these things,
pray about these things, let us do some serious,
solemn work before God.

THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE— No. 3. ~
ELDER A. T. JONES.
T wirt take up the subject where we stopped last

night, and read just two sample statements of those
we had in mind when the hour closed last night.

- Here is one: —

“Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the Commitiee, and the
friends and opponents of this measure: Allow me to eall attention
to one thing, and that is a fact to which we all assent. None of
this company will he here in 1998, At that time all of -us shall
be of one mind in regard to the value and sacredness of the Lord’s
day; for the sentence has gone forth, agaimst every man, *Set
thine house in order.’?

* How fast they fall!
These we have knowa,
As leaves from autumn hranches grown,
Are quickly seared.’

* But while men die, the Nation lives. May the God of nations
so guide us and our posterity that ¢ America’ may be sung until
the end of time.”— From the speech of C. B. Botsford, before the
House Commitiee on the World's Exposition.

Another one:; —

“There is just one general reason, Mr. Chairman and gentle-
men of the Committee, I would like to give why this Fajr ought
to be kept closed on the 8abbath. If these gates are open on the
Sabbath it will be perilous to us as a nation, and it will be perflous
to Chicago, and to the interests of the Fair. There is ome thing
we are to remember; aud that is, that God still reigns, God is still
on the throne. God has not abdieated; and he has declared that
the nhtion or the country that will not serve him shall perish.
And more than this, we are to remember that the ten command-
ments are the very hasis of all our laws, National and State, which
subserve our liberties and onr rights. Take the fifth ecommand-
ment; take the sixth commandment against murder and protection
to life, protection to person; it is based on that sixth command-
ment; take the seventh commandment. All of our laws, National
and State, with reference to social purity, the marriage relation,
polygamy, are based on that commandment. Now here is the
fourth commandment in the very heart of these teu command-
ments, and that has never been repealed any more than has the
fifth commandment, or the sixth commandment, or the seventh
commandment, or the eighth commandment. Aud therefore we
are to rememper that if we touch this commandment of God,
standing thus in the very heart of these ten commandments, we
touch the honor of God, we tonch the law of God; for Christ has
emphasized that fourth commandment. He said ¢ The Sabbath
was made for man’ What did he mean by that! He meant
thereby that it was not made for the Jew only, but for man every-
where, in every age and in every condition. He said the Sabbath
was made for man. It was made for man in all ages, in all time.
He said@ the Sabbath was made for man; it was made for man’s
highest good in every age of the world, for his good morally and
physically.

¢ And therefore it is, dear friends, if we touch that fourth com-
mandment, which lies at the very root of all the other command-
ments, we touch the honorof God and the commandments of God.
It has never been repealed and if wefouch that God will bring « curse
upon ug as & nation, because he &istinetly told his people anciently
thathe would punish them for the profanation of his Sabbath day.
And therefore it is, dear friends, that we as & nation cannot afford
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1o touch this commandment. What it becomes us to do is, therefore,

to set to the nations of the world a good exampie of the American
Sabhath ; set them an example of the Christian S8ahbath set them
an ¢xample of the Sabbath as God has ordaired it

¥ A heathen prince once visited Queen Victoria, and desired the
Queen to give himthe secret of the government’s greatuess. Queen
Victoria sent for s Bible, and handing that to him said, There is
the secret of the nation’sgreatness.’ And the seeret of our great-
ness s a nation is the Bible that is enthroned tu all the laws on the
line of the Sabbath. Thabis the foundation of vur laws.”’-.=From
the speech of Rev. F. 4, McCarrel, before the House C’ommzttec [
World's Feir, Jan. 11, 1893,

I read these simply assamples of the arguments
that were presented to the Commitiee to persuade
Congress to stand fast in the position where the gov-
ernment has been placed.

. Now brethren, you remember I teok a text last
night that was to last a week, To-night I want to
read another passage in the same line. 1t is this: —

“Brethren and sisters, would that I might say something to

awaken you o the importance of this time, and the significance of
the events that are now taking place about us. I poist you to the

aggressive movements now being made for the restrietion of

religious liberty.”

_ That is what we want to study fo-night. And as
I, with the help of the Lord, shall bring before your
minds things that are, I want vou o be as anxions
to receive and see these things as God is that we
shall, in order that we may see and meet his mind
in this respect.

There are doubtless people in this house who
weré here about three years ago when a subject was
given me, which was, I think, “ The Present Crisis.”
Those who were here will remyember that In refer-
ring to our work at that time, which was petitioning

Congress and remonstrating against all this legisla-

tion, I called attention to the fact that that was our
work at that time. It was to circulate these peti-

tions everywhere through all the land, that by this’
-means we might waken the minds of the people of

the United States against that matter, and to have
their petitions go to Congress in such abundance
that Congress might see what the prineiple is, and
that we might perhaps delay that legislation. The
idea was that of getting the truth before the people
by that means. And you will remember that I
called attention to this thought: that that work
would continue only until Sunday had been adopted,
until some Sunday law should be passed, and then
all our petitioning would be pasi, and ocur work in
that direction would be stopped, because it would be

«of no use for us to protest against Congress doing a

thing which was already done.
“Well, we are there now. 'We are now in the place
that I referred to that night about three years ago.

+ From the evidence that was given last night, it is

clearly seen that the government of the United States

is now 1n the hands of a hierarchy, and no longer in
the hands of the representatives of the people.
ernment as our forefathers established it, iz gone,
irretrievably gone, now. Government of the people,
by the people and for the people is gone. The
authority of the government from the people, ex-
pressed in the Constitution, and the government to
be conducted according to the Constitution, is gone.
The constitution has been overridden, and now ib is
gnored 1t was ignored by the Comrmttee the other
day; in fact shut out entirely, and a hierarchy
heard, upon hierarchical pesitions, giving hievarchi-
cal arguments only. When that is so,—when the
Constitution itself is shut out from before, and from
the conslderation of, & committee of Congress, whose
only authority is the Constitution, and this other
matter is Teceived instead,—then where has the
government gone? Do you know? Where has it
gone? '

[Answers from the andience: “Inte the hands of
the churches.”]

Well, from the extracts I read last night, it is
confessed that Congress dare not aet according to
their own view, according to the principles which
they thergelves hold, for fear of what the churches
will do; and that they dare not act in a way that
fair-minded men desire them to act, because of a
fear of what the churches will do in creating more
mischief and niore trouble to the nation than if they
acted the other way. That is precisely the reason
that Judge Hammond gave in justifying his de;
¢ision, in an article which was printed afterward in

the same paper in which his decision was prinfed;

that when churches derand legislation of that kind
it was correct statesmanship to grant it, becatse
Protestants were a fighting people and if they did
not give them whai they wanted, they would couse
suchk frouble in the nation that the State would
perish. That is the thought. What is that but
just simply saying that the principles that actuate
the professed Protestant churches of the United
Stutes are identical with the papal principles from
beginning to end ?  And the reason which they gave
for the legislation at the first is simply papal prin-
ciples-outright. That resolution which the churches

sent up to Congress demanding this legislation, is as

follows: —

“Resolved that we do hereby pledge ourselyes aud esch other

that we shall from this Jay henceforth refuse to vote for or sup-
port for any office cr position of trust, any member of Congress
gither Benator or Representative, who shall vote for any further aid
of any kind for the World’s Fair, except on conditions named in
these resolutions,”

Richard W. Thompson of Indiana, who was Secre-
tary of the Navy under President Hayes’s adminis-
tration hag well said: “To allow any church to

Gov- |
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dictate beforehand what laws should or should not
be passed, is to deprive the people of authority of gov-
ermmment which they ordained in their own hands,
and to transfer it to such churech.” | And that is so,
That has been done; and from the words that they
have spoken, and the representations which we read
last night, it stands as a literal fact before the worid
to-night that the government of the United States is
no longer a “ government of the people, by the peo-
ple and for the people,” as our fathers made it, but
the subjectlon of the people by the churches and for
the churches. The Church mules the government;
she has it in her hands, and she is holding it there,
and she proposes to hold it there.

Now when that had been done, it was perfectly
proper for us, or anybody else, and all the peopls, to
demand that it should be undone, Having doneiteven
for the reasons for which it was done, Congress could
have undone if, could have opened its eyes and step-
ped back again precisely where it wasbefore. Congress
could have undone this thing, and left it where they
should have left it at the first, and then the churches
would have bad to make another effort to gain poss-
ession of the government. But instead of listening

. to that demand upon the only basis they bave a

right to consider any question—-the basis of the Con-

stitution—+they shut out the Constitution and.all:

argument upon the Constituntion, openly refused to
hear it, and played into the hands of the churches
which had already secured this, and thus fixing in-
delibly in the legislation of fhe country that thing
which has been done,

Then thatis virtually the second step. When the
first step was taken the next step could have been
taken backward, that would have undone it. But
instead of taking that step, what is being done isonly
to confirm what has been done, and then the thing
never can go back.

Now what errand bave we to Washington any
more? What place have we 1In Waéhing’con any
more with petitions or hearings profesting against
religious legislation? None at all. We have no
mote such errands to Washington. There is no
place for any of our petitions there any more. That
is the situation as itis now.

Some have asked, “ Well, suppoge new legislation

comes up can’t we send up a protest against that and
go and ask a hearing upon that?” What would be
the basis of our argument? What would be the basis
of our protest? That itisunconstitutional? Butthe
Constitution has been overridden in this; and we
would be met with the reply that it has been done al-
ready, and that this is constitutional. That has been
declared. And when thisis taken as constitutional
everything else follows. When I presented the idea
that they might have been mistaken in the represen-

tations which were made fo them,I was met with,
“Your argument is not respectful to Congress.”

Elder Fifield— Suppose another National Sunday
bill comes before another committee, might not that
commitiee listen to a constitutional argument ?

Elder Jones— Well suppose they did, what would
be the force of it? The Constitution has been over-
ridden already. This thing is unconstitutional.
Sunday legislation is all unconstitutional. But ail
that has been done. And what would be the force
of any argument against any other Sunday bill, that
is, on the ground of its unconstitutionality ? "Where
iz the force of it? There would be simply noné
at all,

8o you can see that everything is goue, brethremn.
That is what I want you to think of; that the thing
is gone. And the basis, the only basis which we
ever had a right to go there upon—the Constitution
—is taken from us. We had the right to go theve
upon that basis because the Constitution is Geds
ideain government. The principle of the government
of the United States 1s God’s idea for governments.
And when wé were holding up the Constitution and
the principles of it as the idea of God, as we did
every time, and as the right idea, that was the thing
that we had to do. God had given that as an exam-
ple to all the world, and as a Light toall the world, as
the right ideas in government, and we had the right
to appeal to it. )

They wanted us to argue the other day against
shutting the Fair on Sunday. You see we could
not do that. And more than that, we can’t argue
against it being shut on Sunday for the reason that
Sunday iz not the Sabbath of the fourth command-
mentk; because to argue that way would besimply al-
Jowing and admitting that Congress had properly in-
corporated the fourth commandment info legislation ;
and that if they would only recognize the day of the
fourth commandment instead of Sunday, we would
not have anything to say. Bubt we have everything
to say against fthat. . That would be only fo give
away everything. Consequently we could not leave
our position on the Constitntion. But when they
shut us out, they shut out the Constitution. I say
always we are In splendid company, for in being
shut out by that committee from any congstitutional
argument, we are in splendid company, for we are
in the company of the Constitution of the Unifed
States, and in order to get rid of us they had to shut
out the Constitution. That is the company in which
we belong.

8o the sum of the whole matter iy, we have no
more errands to Waghington such as we have had.
Of course whenever there come up other such ques-
tions, that will be a good place to put our principles
before Congressmen, as we gpread the truth before all
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the people. But we have no more errands there
with petitions or protests against religious legislation.
That thing is gone. Well, In this work which is now
past, what were we working against?- Against some-
thing that was done, .or against the doing of some-
thing ? —Against the doing of something. Why did
we protest against the doing of that thing? What
did we say that the doing of that thing would be ? —
Forming a union of Church and State — Making an
ttnage to the beast.

Now that thing is done, and there is no more pro-
testing against the doing of it. But is all our work
done now? Have wé nothing more to do in the
world? Does all our work stop now, and we have
nothing more to do in the world?— No. Our

work is not stopped. We have a work to do, but

our work can not be done in that way any more.
Then what is our work ? —To warn against what is
already done. But that which is done, is the mak-
ing of the image of the beast. Then does not that
bring us face to face with the third angel’s message
ag it reads in words? Does not this bring you and
me, and shut us up, to the third angel’s message as
it reads? There is no outlet but that, to speak the
third angel’s. message as it reads in words, against
the thing that has been done. The third angels
message reads in words, “If any man worship the
beast and his image and receive his mark in his
forehead or in his hand.” Then does not that show,
in itself, that the image is there, and the mark is set
up to be received ?

T say.again we cannot protest against the doing of
the thing, becanse it has alrendy been dome. We
cannot go-to Congress and use constitutional argu-
ments against religious legislation, we cannot protest
against the making of the image to the beast. We
cannot protest against the government recegnizing
the false Sabbath. That is set up, and it iz put in
place of the Babbath of the fourth commandment,
by. the definite act of Congress itself. Then that
action has put the government of the United States
into the hands of the churches, It hag established
the mark of the beast as the Sabbath of the nation
and for alt the world, and it has done it in place of
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment in express
words in the legislation,

‘What was the papacy ? It was not simply the un-
ion of religion and the State; that was there in pa-
ganism. = The papacy is the church ruling the State,
the Church in possession of the State and the powers
of the Btate and using them to enforce church de-
crees. It is aliteral fact that the government of the
United States is now confirmed in the hands of the
professed Protestant churches; and that they are
using it fo enforce a church decree above all other
decrees. That is what they did it for, Thatis what

'

. worsghip it.

they are now doing. ~Is that like the papacy? Does
that lock like the papacy ? Yes sir. 8o I say again,
we are therefore shut up to the third angel’s mes-
sage. The facts are before our faces and we are shut
up to thatas our only work.

Tfwe are to have any connection at all with public
affairs we have got 10 have it insome ofher way than

‘that in which we have had hitherto; and the only

way in which we can haveany connection with them
ab all is just simply to warn people against the thing
that is done, against receiving or admitting the right-
fulness of the thing that is done.

We are shut up to that one thing and there s no
other way ouf. Every man from this day forth, who
professes to work in the third angel’s message, can
carry that message or give that message in no other

way than in the words which that message speaks,

*“If any man worship the beast and his image.”

But never before 1892 had one of us the right to
say that, and warn the people againgi the worship
of the image, because the image was not yet made.
We have told the people that it was coming, and
that when certain things came, the image would be
made, and the warning then would be, Do not you
That hag been our message, but that ig
not our message any more. We cannot tell them
that now. We cannot protest against the making of
it; we cannot do that now; that thing is done. We
are shut up therefore to this one thing.” I say again,
There is no way out but to preach the third angel’s

message 48 it reads: “If any man worship the bheast
and his image” But there is a word there that .

comes just before that: “The third angel followed
them, saying with a loud woice.” What is that, then,
buf the loud ery of the third angel’s message coming
right in nmow. Does not that show us that when the
time cones for the message to be given directly as it
reads In words, that the loud ery is right at that
time? We have had enough hefore us in all these
other things to show that: but is it not there in
the words of the message itgelf, that when the mes-
sage goes to the world in the words in which it is
given, that isthe loud cry ? for it goes that way, with
a loud voice.

Now another thought: How many of the nations
of the earth besides this were there until this time
that had no union of religion and the State ? — None.
How many nations at all are there now that have it
not? —None. But a union %of religion and the
State, a union of Chureh and State,—that is Satap’s
way of doing things. Paganism was Satan’s-way of

doing things, and so was the papacy, And what is -

this now in our owh nation?— The image of the

papacy. h .
Through what instrument did Satan make war

against the church of God when Christ was born?

4
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—Through paganism. Through what instrument
did he make war against the church in the wilder-
ness ? — Through the papacy. Through what in-
strument does he make war against the rem-
nant 2~ Through the image of the papacy? See
Rev. 12. But until now the image was not made.
Now It is made. Until now he did not have the
government of the United States in his hands to
wield against the truth of God. He has it now.
How much then of the power of the world has
Satan now in his hands to wield against the church
and the Sabbath of God ? Me has it all. Hasn’ he?

Now you and I are pledged by years of profession to

stand by the Sabbath of the Lord. We are pledged

to that. But now opposed to thisis every particle of
power -that this earth knows, with Satan the chief

1o wield the power. Then are we not bhrought face
to face with this fact: that as certainly as we main- -

tain our alleglance to the Sabbath of the Lord we

“shall have to doitin the face of all the power that this

earth knows? Then does it not follow that in or-
der to do that we must have with us a power that'is

. greater than all the power that this earth knows?

Can a man, of himself, stand successfully against all
the power of earth? No, sir. Well, then, are we
not shut up to this, that we must have a power
working for us that is greater than all the power of
the earth put together? Is i not.time then, that
that angel should come, down from heaven having
great power?

That angel coming down and adding his voice to
to the other makes the loud cry. We are therefore
just'now, at the point where that angel has come
down with great power, and we need not be
afraid. Though all the power of the earth be against

* the Sabbath of the Lord and against us for standing

by it, the power of God is given to every one who
will be faithful to him.

Is not the message that the Saviour gave to his
disciples precisely the message that is given o us?
They were to go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. Ilere is cur message. The

_everlasting gospel to preach “ unto every nation, kin-

dred, tongue and people” Rev. 14:8. It is the

‘game thing. He said to them, “All power is given

to me in heaven and in earth.” Mere Jesus Christ
has a power in the eqrth, that is greater than all the
powers of earth. Boif Jesus was only in the earth,
and was living on the earth, as he was once before,
he would have more power than ail the earth has be-

. sides anyway. “ All power is given to mein heaven

and sarth : go yve thergfore” Why go? Because he has
the power.

Go- ye therefore and teach. all nations these
things, and lo I am with you. Ishe? is he with us,
brethren? Let us stop saying he will be with us.

He does not say it. Let us ‘stop saying if; it is nok
faith at all. We say: “He says, ‘I will be with
_you.’” And we ask him to be with us, and then we
wonder whether he is or not. He says, “ Go ye; 1
am with you.” Is he? Then thank him that it is -
so. If you get into difficulties let him help you out.

It is Satan’s office to present difficulties, to hedge

up the way; but thank the Lord, when the Lord is

with us, Satan cannot hedge up the way. He may

put a Red Sea in front of us, and through we will

go; for God can open the sea. The Lord s with us,

and we want it a more personal thing than that he

“will be,” anyway. We want a power with us every

moment, working with vs, in us, and for us, and we

want to be sure that it is so. How can we know

1t? e says so. Then let us say so, too.

There are two points that we have noticed thus
far: One is that we are shut up to give the third
angel’s megsage as it reads; the other is that we are .
shut up to this one thing, that as certainly as we
stand in our allegiance to the commandments of
God, we have to do it in the face of all the power
that this earth knows, with Satan using that power.
And that shuts us up to this one thing, that we need
therefore, in order to stand at all, in order to stand a
minute, we need a power that is greater than all the
power of this world put together. And the blessed-
ness of it is, There e stands and says, “ I am with
vou.” Thank the Lord,

Now another thought, I think perhaps that will
about fill thie time for this evening, and these three
points will be enough for to-night: Congress did take
up the fourth commandment; did make it the basig,
and the reasons for that Sunday legislation. But it
went further, It did not let that commandment stay
there as it reads. It did not leave the command-
ment there as God gave it. " It did not leave the
commandment there as it is given in the Bible, and
as it was putinto the Record. It did notleave it there
for the World’s Fair Directory to Interpret, each man
for himself as to what it means. Congress went_ be-
yond all that, and interpreted the fourth command-
roent to mean “the fivst day of the week commonly
called Sunday,” as “the Christian Sabbath,” *the
Sabbath of the nation,” and as that which should be
observed and honored, for this nation and for the
world, by shutting the Fair onSunday. Then T ask,
what is that but the government of the United States
by a definite and decided act putting Sunday . in
the place of the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment ?

Let us look back a little now. The mystery of
iniquity was working in Paul’s day. The aposiacy
began ; the apostacy went on; the church adopted
Sunday; but could she compel anybody to keep it ?
—No. Could she bring any restrictions, any force,
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to bear upon people who would keep the Sabbath of
the Lord, to compel them to put Sunday in the
place of the Babbath of the Lord, so long as the
church stood alone?-—No.. But she wanted to
compel people to keep it instead of the Sabbath
of the Lord. That apostate church wanted the
Bunday sabbath kept instead of the Sabbath of the
Lord, and that people should recognize and observe
it instead of the Sabbath, She could not do it alone.

© What then did she do to accomplish her purpose?
She took hold of earthly power. She seized the pow-
er of the State.
ment represent in the world at that time? The Ro-
man Empire wag the world power then; so the

, ‘Church then secured all the power of the world, and
by that she compelled people to receive Sunday in-
stead of the Sabbath of the Lord. Then was it not by
that act that she succeeded in deﬁmtaly putting the
Sunday in the place of the Sabbath of the Lord ?
But what was that but making void the law of God ?
Bhe took the seal of his law, the heart of hislaw, that
which reveals him, the seal showingthat he is what
he is,—she by force took that away, and put herown
sign in its stead. What was that but supplaating
4od in the minds of the people of the world? And
it was by that act that she succeeded in her purpose,
of making void the law of God. That was the beast.
That made the beast. We have preached all these
years thaf the papacy has made void the law of God.,
And that ig correct.

Let us return now o our own time and the ques-
tion that is before us. Have not the Protestant
churches kept Sunday a long time? Have they not
opposed the keeping of the Sabbath of the Lord a
long time? But they could not compel anybody to
keep Sunday instead of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandnient. In a measure, it is true, they could
enforce the observance of Sunday in the States.
But we know, and they have all confessed, that alt
efforts through State laws in this direction, were al-
most wholly nullified by the fact that the National
Government wag againgt it all, and we all know that
one of the great reasons for their strenuous efforts
1o get the National Government committed o Sun-

- day, was to make the State laws effective. Then in
order to make their purpose effective in exalting Sun-
day against the Sabbath of the Lord, these churches,
professed Protestantism, had to seize the government
of the United States, the power of this government,
as the former apostasy seized the power of the Ro-
man government. And now she has gotit. And in
the definite act by which she got it, she aimed at the
Babbath of the fourth commandment, to put it out
of the way, and to put the SBunday in its stead.
Then have not these by this definite act also made
void the law of God? When the other was done

How much power did that govern-

that made the beast! What is this?—1It is the
image. Is it not time, then, for the third angel’s
message t0 be given in its own words? “If any
man worship the beast and his image, and receive
his mark in his forehead or in his hand. ?

Ah, and the Lord hath sent us a word just now,
too. It is time for thee, Lord, to work.” Why?
“ Because they have made void thy law.” Ps. 119:
126. Then is not that word the prayer that God has.
put into our mouths at* this time? Are you offering
it? Are youliving day by day, and hour by hour,
in the presence of that. terrible fact that it is time for
God himself to work, if his integrity is going to be
maintained to all the world? TItis aterrible fact; itis
a fearful position. It brings us to the point of such .
cotgecration as not a soul of us ever dreamed of be-
fore ; unto the place of such consecration, of such de-
votion, as will hold ourselves in the presence of God,
with that fearful thought that *“It is time for thee,
Lord, to work, for they have made void thy law.”

What is that but a confession, and a proper con-
fession, too,* Lord what can we do? Here is all the
power of the earth againsgt us. What can we do
against this great company?” Is not the prayer of
Jehoshaphat our prayer now, “0 our God, we have
no might against this great company that cometh
against us; meither know we what to do; but our
eyes are upon thee.” And they “stood before the
Lord with their litéle ones, their wives, and their
children. ”

“What does Joel tell us to do now? ““Banctify a
fast, calla soleman assembly, gather the congregation,
agssemble the elders, gather the children, and those
that suck the breast: let the bridegroom go forth of -
his chamber, and the bride out of her closet. Let
the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between
the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy
people, O Lord, and give nof thine heritage to re-
proach, that the heathen should rule over them:
wherefore should they say among the people, Where
ig their God??”

We stand pledged to the Lord and before the

world: that we depend upon God; that he loves his

people; that he manifests himself in behalf of those
whose hearts are toward him. Brethren, there is
that fearful word also that touches that very thoughs,
that came to us from Australia. It is in the testi-
mony entitled, “ The Critis Imminent.” What does
that say ? —*“Something great and decisive ig to take
place, and that right early. If any delay, the char
acter of God and his throne will be compromised.”
Brethren, by our careless, indifferent attitude, we
are putting God’s throne into jeopardy. Why can-
not he work? God is ready. Are not God’s work--
men ready? But if there is any delay, ¢ the char-
acter of God and his fhrone is jeopardized.” Is it
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possible that we are about to risk the honor of God’s
throne? Brethren, for the Lord’s sake, and for his
- throne’s sake, let us get out of the way. Let us get
out of the way. The only way to get out of the way
of God is to flee to him. That is the only way
to get out of his way, and that is where he calls us
now. .

Here westand. He bas given us the prayer. O,
ofall things when God has given us the prayer——hbow
hedrtily and confidently can we present the prayer,
and ourselves upon it. e has given us the prayer,
he has told us the word ; “It is time for thee, Lord, to
work, for they have made void thy law.”

Then ancther thing; If we needed anything to
cause us fo be sure that that is all so; here is that
word that was read last Sabbath, from that Iast word
that came from Australia:—

‘ Brethren and sisters, would that [ might say something to
awaken you to the import.nee of this tirmne, the significance of the
events that are now taking place ahont us. I point you to the
aguressive movements now heing made for the restrietion of relig-

ions liberty. God’s memorial Aas deen torn down, and in its place
a false sabbath stands before the world.?

Not, is going to be torn down. But “has been”
forn dowr. The testimmony that came last winter-—
last year this time, said that a great move would be
made “f exalt the false sabbath.” What now?
“God’s memorial bas begn torn down, and in its
place a false sabbath stunds before the world.”

How fagt God’s word is fulfilled these days! One
mail brings a testimony that such and such things
“will be”; thenext mail comes: “it is”” One mail
brings a word from the Lord that efforts are being
made “to do” such and such things; the next mail
brings word from the Lord, That thing “is done.”

Brethren, should not we stand as minute men,
ready to respond to God’s word on the instant?
There is no time, then, to lag for an insgtant. Breth-
ren, let us seek God with all the heart. These tes-
timonies that Brother Prescott vead the past hour,
bringing us face to face with this thought of calling
upon God for his Holy Spirit,— is not that the very
evidence of all the work, of all the message, and
everything else before us! Then is not the text
applicable which I took last night: —

. “Tie people who will now see what 1s soon to eome upen us by
what is belog transacted before us, will no Ionger trust in human
inventions, and will fecl that the Holy 8pirit must be recogunized,
received, presented before the people.”

I read that sentence complete now :—

“3od’s memorial has been torn down, and in its place a false
gabbath stands hefore the world; while the powers of darkness are
stirring up the elements from beneath, the Lord God of heaven is
sending power from above t0 meet the emergency by arousing his
Iiving agencies to exalt the law of heaven. Now, just now, is our
time to work in foreign countries, as Amerlea, the land of relig-

lous liberty, shall wnite with the papacy in forcing the consciences of
men to honor the false sabbath. .

Not now “toset up” the false sabbath, but to hon-
or the false sabbath which has been set up, and
which stands before the world.

Then this word came to us under date of August
30, 1882 : After quoting the scripture from Rev. 8, i
says this:—

“ Remember ¥herefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.’
The chosen people of God have lost their first love, Without this
all their profession of faith will not save a soul from death. Sup-
pose the attention should he turned away from every diffsrence
of opinion, and we should heed the counsel of the True Witness.
When God's people humble the soul before him, individually secking
Ris Holy Spirit with all the hearé, there will be beard from human
lips such a testimony as is represented in this Scripture,— ¢ Aft
these things I saw avother angei come down from heaven, having
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.’ There
will be faces aglow with the love of God, there will be lips touched
with koly fire saying, ¢ The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
ns from all gint **

Brethren, let that be a word that will come from
every lip in this house, at this institute, in this
church, before this institute and conference ghall
close. Has not God made the way plain enough?
Has not he made it plain enough in the events that
are standing before our faces, and from which we
can not hide our eyea? Then let us open our eyes
and our hearts, and bid the Lovd come in and fake
full possession, and use us just as be pleases.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1. -

THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.—No. 5.

ELDER 8. N, HASKELL.

I cavLep your attention yesterday to two men
whom God specially endowed with wisdom, as we
learn in the Scripture. This was the wisdom of
Christ; and this knowledge which God imparted to
them was imparted to them by his Iloly Spirit;
and it ‘came to Solomon, especially, as the result of
his earnestly desiring it. Adam and Solomon were
the two individuals. Not but what God has en-
lightened and instructed other men; but they were
two that the Bible and the Spirit of God speak of as
being specially endowed with wisdom; and we might
look upon them as representative individualy, to
whom the wisdem of God wasg given. They were
enlightened by God’s Holy Spirit. Adam was a
sample man; he was fresh from the hand of God.
He was created to rule. We have shown that he
understood the nature of plants, and of every animal
that God oreated. Solowmon, aiso, was a man whom;
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God fitted to rule. Adam was to rule over the

world, under God; Solomon was to reign over God’s

kingdom; he sat upon the throne of the Lord. And

about trees, he wrote of every tree, from the cedar

which is in Lebanon to the hyssop that springeth
out of the wall. He understood the sclences the

" same as Adam, though perhaps not to the same
extent.

Now I wish toread you afew texts concerning Chrigt,
and what he came to this earth for. We have men-
tioned this, that he came to the world as a “restorer.”
Now, in the “restoring ” by Christ, he does not sim-
ply mean that he will forgive sing; but, brethren and
sisters, God wants us to be infelligent men and
wormnen. And when Christ came to this earth, he
did not come to condemn man; he did not come to
cause a single sorrow or pain; but-to restore people,
and lift them up, and bring them back to the condi-
tion that Adam was in when he first came from the
hand of his Creator; and more than this, to place
man on a higher plane, even, than that on which
Adam would have lived had he never sinned; and
this is the purpose of God from all eternity. It is to
make men wise ; to make men noble, broad-minded,
pure, and holy, so that they may reign eternally in
the kingdor of glory. Oh, I wish I knew how to
convey this idea fo you in words, so that you would
sense ifs importance. You would despise every
groveling thing of earth, if you could but see what
God’s purpose was in creating man, And because
man fell and came under the dominion of Satan,
Christ came to redeein him and lift him ap. Thatis
the whole object of Christ. It was not to condemn
men and gink them lower; it was to lift them up, 10
elevate them; to take man in his lost and fallen con-
dition and hfb him up. :

In presenting what I do this morning, I do not
want one of you to think that you can get a theory
of these things, and be enlightened by it, unless God
gives it to you by his Spirit. You cannot do it,
brethren. As we present these ideas, if you can see
the beaufy that is in them, and then come to the
feet of the Saviour as Mary did, and take his words
and try to get out of themn the information for your
own soul’s good, then Christ will teach you, and
you will get these precious things that are in his
word.

Let me read to you a few texts concerning Christ’s
migsion. One ig in the fourth chapter of Luke, and
the sixteenth verse. “And he came to Nazareth,
where he had been brought up; and, as his custom

" was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day,
and stood up for to read. And there was delivered
unto him the book of the prophet Hsajas. And
when he had opened the hook, he found the place
where it was written, the Spirit of the Lord is upon

e

me, because he hath anointed me,"—To do some-
thmor This is what the Spirit of the Lord anointed
Christ to do; and the Spirit of the Lord will anoint
every one of us to do the same thing-that is done by
Christ — “ because he hath anocinted me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the
broken heartéd, to preach deliverance to the captives,
and recovering of sight to the biind, to set at liberty
them that are briised.”

Now, there is nothing in that but to elevate, is
there? There is nothing in that but to restore and
bring back. Sin had broken the hearts of thousands
—and there are tens of thousands to-day with broken
hearts,— and the Saviour came to bind up every
one of them. He did not come to open those wounds;
but to bind them up. I do not know how it is Wlth

-all our ministers; but 1 used to think a little differ-

ently of the character of the Saviour than I do to-
day. I thought he came to bless me,— He came fo
save me ; he came to heal me.

Another text T will read, that familiar one in the
third chapter of John and sixteenth verse. “For
God so loved the world, that he gave hig only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish but have everlasting Life.” I do not know that
I need to say anything on these texts, for they are
go familiar to you ; but, brethren, it is God that loved
the world. Where was the world? Lost in sin; and
he loved the sinners. He loved those that were
bound ; and he loved them so well that he gave his
only begotten Son that they might be set free.

I will read the seventeenth verse: “ For God sent
not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved.”
Saved from what? From sin. Does that touch
your intellect? What was it that marred the intel-
ligence which God gave Adam? Sin. And when
God takes the cause of our ignorance and suffering
out of the way, and we sustaln the right relationship
to God, I would like to inquire, what will we be
doing? Will we not be training ourselves back to
that condition that man was in when God placed
him in the Garden of Eden? I think we will. The
first step is to lead the soul from the bondaoe of gin;
then our experience just begins, Christ ig ‘to lead us
on, 0 that his going forth will appear to us as the
morning; and the darkness which has enshrouded
us will begin to elear away.

Now you will see the point that I want to make.
It is that we should not limit the Holy One, and
think that because he has forgiven our sing, that iy
all we want. Tt is just as necessary that we grow in
grace ag it i3 that we receive the grace; and unless
we take In all that God wants to do for us, and set
our faces in that direction, and begin to come to him
to receive instruction —and that you will find in

i
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this blessed book and in the voice of the Spirit,—
we will sink in hell in the end. Did we not read
from “ Patriarchs and Prophets,” from the “ Testi-
monies,” and from the “ Review,” that we should
study the Scriptures as never before? and that Satan
had set snares for the feet of every one of us? and
that our safeguard is alone in coming to Christ? And
what is it that we receive from Chrigt? His owny
precious word, that is revealed to us, That is our
great educator. That ig the great fext book of every
Beventh-day Adventist, and everybody else, that
goes through to the kingdom of God.

I will read one other text. It is found in the
twelfth chapter of John and the forty-sixth verse.
“T am come a light into the world, that whosoever
believeth on me should not abide in darkness.” Now,
brethren and sisters, are any of you in darkness this
morning? Has Satan cast his hellish shadow right
in your pathway so that your mind is darkened?
What did Christ come for? To give you light.
Then why not let him shine in your heart? 1 know
what you will say: “IfI only knew what to do™—
Why, believe; and the darkness will flee from you
in an instant. I wish T knew how to tell it. *“Hisg
name shall be called Jesus, for he shall save his peo-
‘ple from their sing.” When a soul 18 trusting in the
name of Jesus, there aré not devils enough ever cast
out of heaven to prevent that soul from going to
glory. When with all the power of our being we
throw our wills on the side of the will of Christ, and
take that precious name on our lips, the devils will
flee from us, every time. Try it if you do not believe
it. I have tried it and find it works well.

When the devils come to me, and I feel that T
must sink down beneath the temptation, I say to them,
“In the name of Jesus, depart!” and they do so.
And Christ has given this power to every Christian,
ag a precious treasure. Try it. The reason we do
not realize it, and prize it more, is that we have not
gufficiently realized that we are lost, and have not
experienced religion enough. Ifyou have darkness
and sorrow of heart, you can overcome it in the
name of Jesus. You remember the incident re-
corded in the book of Acts, of the seven men who
undertook to cast out devils in the name of Jesus,
without realizing the power there was in his name.
The devil answered, saying, Jesus I know, and Paul

I know: but who are ye? Then he turned on them
and drove them from the house. The very sound of
the name of Jesus frightens Satan. 'We have not

. half read the Bible, brethren, and do not know what

is in it. Salvation is to be read in every line of that
book; and when we take the word I‘lﬂfht home to
our souls, then we experience it.

“1 am come a lightinto the world, that whosoever
believeth on me gshould not abide in darkness. And

if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge
him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to .
save the world” Now, you may say, “ Why, then,
are we not all saved, if that is what Christ came into
the world for?” It is because you do noft accept
him ; and you do not accept him because you do not
feel the need of him. We do not realize that we are
“gick.,” “They that are whole need not a physi-
cian ; but they that are sick.”” It is to those who
are sick and needy that Christ is revealed. I can
tell you to whom God is the nearest in this house;
1t is the one that feels the most need of him. I used
to read about the Saviour going past that pool where
lay many sick folks, and I wondered how it was that
he picked out that one man and healed him, and
healed none of the others; but sometime ago I was
reading that account, and I saw very clearly why he
healed that man and did not heal the others. If
was all revealed to me in the words that the Saviour
spoke to him, asking him if he would be made
whole. “The man looked up and said, “I have no
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the
pool; but while I am coming, ancther steppeth
down before me.” The Saviour said, “ Rise, take up
thy bed and walk.” If there had been others there
who were just in the same condition that this man
was in, they would have got up and walked.

Now, we are talking about receiving God’s haly

. Bpirit here, and it is coming in some degree.

Whether you will all get it or not 1 do not know
but I will tell you who will get it, it will be the man
who needs it so mch that he cannot get along with-
ont it. Me will receive it beeause he is needy, and
cannot live unless he does get it. And when you get
into that condition, God will dorne into your hearts
before you know it ; and then it is just the same with
wisdom, with intelligence, and with the understand-
ing of all God has revealed. When the heart goes
out after God in the truest sense, we will want to
know all that God wants us to know. We will
want to be in the place in which God wants us
to be. We will want to relate ourselves to God in
just such a way as he would have us; and there will
be that hungering and thirsting, and degiring t6 be
filled, that no one can fill us but Christ; and we will
come to him and feed upon his sacred word; and we
will get something we never got before. Why, he
wants o come into your heart this minute; he is
just anxious to do so. Then shall we not prize his
teaching, his words, and his voice? Most as-

“suredly.

I remarked here, I think, about Mary seeing
Jesus. That hag interested me wonderfully of late.
I wondered why it was that Mary could see Jesus.
She went to the sepulcher with 2 number of others,
and evidently went back with them; but somehow
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she must have gone )right ‘back to the sepulcher
alone, and wag looking around there. Why did she
not go away? She had seen Jesus placed in the
torab ; and wanted {o see him again; and she was
earnestly desirous of seeing him; and the Lord
stood right beside her unobserved. Then he spoke
to her; and I suppose her eyes so filled with tears
that she did not recognize him ; but thought he was
the gardener, and said, “If you have taken him
away — if your sepulcher is too good for my Lord,—
tell me, and I will come and take him.” Then said
he, * Mary.” That was enough; she fell xight down
* to,worship him. Now, how was she enabled to see
the Saviour? It was because of the intense desire
"she had to see him. Now, do you want the blessing
of God? Do you want knowledge, light, and wis-
dom ? and do you believe it is there in the Bible for
you? If you do, you can have it. But the Saviour
cannot give it to people that do not want it; but as
soon as we come with earnestness of desire for it, we
will find it in every line; and the Saviour will stand
right by our gide to impart to us that information.

I want to read something here from * Patriarchs
and Prophets,” on the true object of education, and
what the Lord wants to do for us. It is found on
-page BYT :—

“He who created man has provided for Lis development in hody
erd mind and soul. Hence, veal success in education depends up-

ou the fidelity with which men carry out the Creator’'s plan. The
true ohjeet of education is to restore the image of Godin the soul.”

There is something I would like to read about this
image of God on the forty-fifth page:—

“Man was to bear God’s image, both in outward resemblance
and in character, Christ alope is ‘ the express image” of the
Fatber; but man was formed in the likepess of God. His nature
was in harmony with the will of God. His mind was capable of
" comprehending divine things, (Then he had'a large and clear in-
telleet. ) His affections were pure; his appetites and passions were
under the control of reasom. He was holy and happy inbearing
the image of God, and fn petfect obedience to his will,”

I read you something out of this book, I think,
about the intelligence he possessed. While in the
image of God, Adam held converse with every
flower and leal and tree, and he gathered from
“each the secrets of its life. There i3 no end to the
knowledge which God wants to impart to his people.
It embraces every true seience, and information
tupon everything in this world. He did not want
man to know sin; but he wanted him to know good,
and to be well informed.

Adam understood every science, and that is what
I wans to impress upon your mind. The religion of
Jesus embraces every science that is trize, and you
have it all in the Bible; and it is for us simply to
come to the feet of Christ and sit there, and he will
teach it to us. I will read = little further:—

“With every living creature, from the mighty leviathan that
playeth among the waters, to the insect mote that fioats in the
sunbeam, Adam was familiar.”

© Ttell you, he had a large mind, did he not? He
wag truly a sample man. God placed in Adam the
principles of every branch of education. “ He had
given to each its name, and he was acquainted” with
the nature and habits of all.” How long had Adam-

.been created ? The Lord made the animals in the

morning and Adam next, and then He brought be-
fore him all these animals, and he beheld them and
named them ; and after that God created him a help-
meet, and the marriage ceremony took place; and
all this took place in a day. Then Adam had not
much time to study and becomne familiar with the
animals., “ God’s glory in the heaveng, the innumer- -
able worlds in their orderly revolutions, the balane-
ings of the clouds, the mysteries of light and sound,
of day-and night, —all were open to the study of our
first parents.”

I will turn back to page 597, simply readmg that
as explanatory:— ,

“The true object of education Is to restore the image of God
in the soul, In the beginning, God created man in his own Like-
ness. He erdowed him with nohle qualities. His mind was well-
balanced, and all the powers of his beiug were Karmonious. But
the fall and its effects bave perverted these gifts. Sin has marred
and wellnigh obiiterated the image of God in man. It was to
restore this that the plan of salvation was devised, and a life of
probation was granted to man., To bring him back to the perfec-
tion in which he was created, is the great object of life,— the oh-
ject that underlies every other. It is the work of parenis and
teachers, in the education of youth to cc-operate with the divine
purpose; and in so doing they are ¢ laborers together with God.’?

Well, perhaps that is enough on this point.

T showed you that this was in the law of Moses;
that GGod had this information, and has given it to
us, and wants us to take it right from his hands, out
of the book that he has given us. There iz a text
in the 2 Chron. 17, that I want to read you. It is
about some institutes being held. They used to
hold institutes in those days, just as we do now;
and they taught the people, ahd taught them general
knowledge, too. I eall your attention to this more
as suggestive than to dwell upon it. I will begin
reading at the Tth verse: “ Also in the third year of
his reign he sent’to his princes, even to Ben-hail,

. and to Obadiah, and to Zechariah, and to Nethaneel,

and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. And
with them he sent Levites, . . . and’ with them
Hlishama and Jehoram, priests. And they taught
in Judah, and had the book of the law of the Lord -
with them, and went about throughout all the cities
of Judah, and taught the people.”

What did they take for text books? The law.
I'think that the law is a pretty good text book,
brethren. I want to say another word right on this,
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and then I wish to go back to the law for a moment,
We have shown how that the entire Biblé is em-
braced in the gospel; that it is an unfolding of the
gospel. It appears to me to be something like this:
As Satan began his attacks on man, against Christ,
and to invent schemes te ensnare seuls, God, in order
$0 meet Satan and enlighten the people of God against
him and his schemes, raised up prophets to un-

fold more of the mysteries of the kingdom of God,.

or, to bring it out clearer than before. And, conse
quently, every additional prophet that came and
bore testimony, was simply unfolding more of that
same old principle that God taughi to begin with;
and we may say that every prophet that may come
in the subsequent history of this werld will be pre-
cigely of the same character, and will be doing the
game work, ag those that went before him, only in
different words. They will unfold the same prinei-
ples; and make, them more ¢lear by adapting them
to the human mind of the age in which they live.
Now, is that principle true? I expect, brethren,
and believe with all my heart, that the nearer we
get to God, the more God will unfold to us in that
way; the more of the voice of God will we hear. If
will come from quarters from which you least expect
it. But God loves his people, and he unfolds to
them knowledge and truth; and it is the same old
gospel which is embraced in these simple words,
“And the zeed of the woman shall bruise the ser-
pent’s head, and it shall bruise his heel” In the
eternal world, when all nature will be unfolded be-
fore us in all its perfection, Christ will take his
people and lead them by the side of living waters,
and he will teach them, and will unfold to them the
hidden providences that they could not comprehend
in this life. He ig the great Teacher, from the very
beginning; and when he takes his people out of this

- gin-cursed earth, he takes them by the hand, and

beging to unfold to them his glory. And there ic

not a line in that Bible (the principles of which will -

exigt through all eternity), in which there will not
be an unfolding and a preciousness which we do
not see to-day. There is an inexbaustible treasure
and a fullness beyond; it is an infinity that we
never can attain unto. And yet the simplest mind
that is in this room eall comprehend the precious
truth that is in the doctrine of salvation; and the
mightiest intellect that ever existed on this earth
can feast upon the riches and the glory that lie
beneath the surface of the reading.

Now, I will refer to one thought that we did touch
on yesterday morning, The reason Iam going over
this again is that I understand that I am to have
two or three more opporbunities of speaking, and I
want to bring out sorne things that I skipped over

- before, because of lack of time. I tell you, brethren,

there is an entire volume in every line in this Bible.

And with all our sins and mistakes of the past, God
just asks us to-day to come, saying, “1 am the
Teacher.” You may live alone, and not have the
privilege of meeting with others; but I do not care
where you live, you can have the blessed privilege
of meeting with our Saviour. You may get inside-
prison walls,and they may lock the door on you;
but you may take Jesug there, and your Bible, and
you will have a precious place. “But”, you say,
“they may take the Bible from us.” Well, I will
get as much out of the Bible as I can before I get
there, and then Chrigt will unfold the principles
which I havein my heart, even though my Bible s
taken away.

Now there is a text in the fourth chapter of Deuter-
onomy, which I will read. God Is talking to Moses
and telling him what the people would say if the
children of Israel kept God’s commandments, stat-
utes, and laws. The seventh verse says:  For what
nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judg-
ments s0 righteous as all this law, which I set before
you thig day? Only take heed to thyself, and keep
thy soul diligently, lest thou forzet the things which
thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy
heart all the da.ys of thy life; but teach them thy
sons, and thy sons’sons.” I have heard people extol
some other school, outside of the one where God’s
word ig taught. 'Men havetold me (and I am asharn-
ed to say they were Seventh-day Adventists) that
they could go to other schools and get certain in-
structions just as well, and even better, than they
could get in our school. I do not believe a word of
it. If they can, it is because we have not God in our
schools. I am patriotic for God’s institutions. I be-
lieve God has established them in his providence, for-
a purpose; and to ignore them is te ignore God’s
purpose. . God spoke to Moses, saying, if you keep
these commandments, statutes and judgments, you
will be a great and a wise people. People say now-a-
days, “We have a great and wise school out here,
let us go to it.” In the name of Jesus Christ, lef us
g0 to the place where Christ is taught, the true source
of all wisdom and knowledge, and He will teach us
everything.

The sixth chapter of Deuteronomy, beginning with
the first verse:  Now these are the commandments,
the statutes, and the judgments, which the Lord your
God commanded to teach you, that ye might dothem
in the land whither ye go to possess it: That thou
mightest fear the Lord thy God, to keep all his com-
mandments, which I command thee, and thy sons,
and thy son’s sons, all the days of thy life; and that
thy days may be prolonged.” Then the religion of
the Bible is a good thing to prolong life. You will
live longer if you have good religion than if you do
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not have it. Sixth verse: “ And these words which’
I command thee this day, shall be in {thine heart:
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, abd when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou rigest up.” 1
have heard people say that they did not think 1 was
hest to teach children foo much religion; if you do,
they learn to hate it when they grow up. Do you
know where the trouble Hes? The trouble is that
they do not teach them relizgion. They are everlast-
ingly drjlling them upon one line of thought, and
cramming that mto their minds until they get sick
of it.

Teach your children religion when you go out.
When you meet a little butterfly, teach them the

Lord in that butterfly; and at night when you be- |

hold the stars, teach them God inthe stars. As their
little minds expand to grasp the teachings of nature,
show them that God is revealed in nature, Then
there will be a diversity, and the mind will go out
and grasp the mind of God.. Here iz gomething in
* Testimony 32,” page 78:—

‘ Parents, if you would educate your children to serve God and
do good i the world, make the Bible your text book.”

“QOh,” says one, “always drilling them .on the
Bible?” Drilling them on the principles of truth
as contained in that Bible. Teach it in different
ways, just as I have shown.

“ It exposes the wiles of Satan. It is the great elevator of the
race, the reprover and corrector of moral evils, the detector which
epables us to distinguish between the true and false. Whatever is
taught in the home or at school, the Bible, as the great educator,
showld stand first, If it is given this place, God is honored, a.nC}
he will work for yoit in the conversion of your children, There is
2 rich mine of truth and beawty iu this holy book, and parents
have themselves to blame if they do not make it intensely interest-
ing to their childreu.”

I have something more tha,t I wounld like to read
from “ Pafriarchs and Prophets.” Notice carefully
what I read. It iz on page 594:—

“The Lord himself directed the education of Is:iael. His care
was not restricted to their religtous interests ; Whatever affected
their mental or physical well-being was also the subject of divige.

. providence, and came within the sphere of divine law.”?

How much came within the sphere of divine law?
Whatever affected their mental or physical well-
being.

“God had commanded the Hebrews to teach thelr children his
requirements, and to make them acquainted with all his d ealing
with their fathers.”

Why, brethren, we do not talk to our children half
enough about God’s dealings with us; but perhaps

~we talk to them about all that we know. We may ~

not have had much experience; but surely we ought
to have had an experience. We should tell them
how God delivers and works fer his people. .

You that are Adventists, and have been for years
connected with the third angel's 'message; why not.
tell your children how God was with his people in
1844, and how he has been with them and worked
for them ever since? Let their minds become very
familiar with it. You might make a story of it that
would interest them by the hour. One little girl
wanted me to tell her & story, and I began and told
her five about the mingling of other nations with the
work of the gospel, and then she wanted me to fell
her some more, and another, and another; until
finally I told her ten. Now, you can interest child-
ren any time with the wonderful dealings of God
with hisipeople; and you need not be always saying
religion, religion, religion.

I will vead again:-—

tIn {re place of sivanger lips, the loving hearts of the father
and mother were to give instruction to their children. Thoughts
of Grod were to be associated with all the events of daily life. The
mighty works of God in the deliverance of his people, and the
promises of the Redeemer to come, were to e often recounted in’
the bomes of Tsraet; and the useof figures and symbols caused the

lessons given to he more firmly fixed in the memory. The great -

traths of God's providence and of the future life were impressed
upon the young mind, It was taught to see God alike in the
scenés of nature and in the words of revelation.
heaven, the trees and flowers of the field, the lofty mountains, the
ﬁi;p]ing brooks, — all spoke of the Creator.”’

This is how parents should teach their chiidren.
Now comes something I want yout to notice: —

¢““Buch was the training of Moses in the lowly cabin home in
Goshen; of Samuel, by the faithiul Hanuah; of David, in the hill
dwelling at Betulehem; of Daniel, before the scenes of the captivity
separated him from the home of his fathers. Such, too, was the
early life of Chbriat at Nazareth; such the training by which the
child Timothy tearned from the lips of his ¢ grandmother Lois, and
his mother Eunice,’ the traths of Holy Writ,»

Wag Christ tanght these things by his mother?
He did not go to school, and had no literary educa-
tion; but I want to fell you, his mother taught him,
She followed out the plan of God in instructing her
child. Jesus was tanght these things, and he was
the Creator of them all.  “Such, also, was the frain-

Jng by which fthe child Timothy learned f{rom

the lips of his ‘grandmother Lois, and his mother
Eunice, the truths of Holy Writ!”

T will begin »ight here to-morrew, and will call
your aftention to the training which the child Timéo-
thy received; and show what that Scripture was.

THE STUDY OF THE TESTIMONIES— No. 5.

ELDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

Epn. 4:11: “For the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ.”

From this text we see some of the features of true

The stars of
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gifts. While they are not a revelation to fake the
place of the Bible, the church is edified by the light
given from the Seriptures from this source. We
have seen this abundantly illusirated in the lessons
already given by different speakers during this insti-
tute. We have made a comparison of the gift, as
manifested among this people, with that of the
anecient prophets.

There g another feature to which I wish o call
your attention to-day, which I will introduce by
quoting from 2 Kings 8:8-11: “ And the king said
unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go,
1meet the man of God, and . enquire of the Lord by
him, saying, Shall T recover of this disease? Bo
Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with
him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty
camels burden, and came and stood before him, and
said, Thy son Benhadad king of Syria hath sent me
to thee, saying, Shall T recover of this disease? And
Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou may-
est certainly recover: Howbeit the Lord hath showed
me that he shall surely die. And he settled his
countenance steadfastly, until he was ashamed: and
the man of God wepl.” Hazael said, Why weepeth
my lord. And he said, For the mischief that you
will do, for the Lord has shown me that you are fo
be king over Syria, |

We see in this case that as he had a view of this
man’s countenance it brought to view what he had
seen concerning him before. I could refer in the ex-
perience of Sister White to hundreds of cases where
she has delineated the character of persons whom we
knew she had never seen before, only ag she had
seen them in vision.

The first case I will refer to is a vision which was
given to her in Tyrone, Michigan, in May, 1853, the
first meeting she ever held here in this state, and
which was the first time she had ever been west of
Buffalo, N. ¥. In this vision she had a view of all
the Sabbath-keepers in the State, which comprised
five or six companies, numbering in all about 150

‘persons. This vision she wrote out in Jackson, June

Znd. T had been laboring three weeks in the western
part of the State, and met Brother and Sister White
at Jackson that evening, and obtained & copy of the
vigion, which consisted of eight pages of foolscap.

‘TIn the vision was deseribed a woman who made

great pretensions to holiness, but who at the same
time was shown to her as living in adultery with a
young man with whom she was travelling. The vis-
ion stated just what the woman would say when she
would reprove her, namely, ¥ The — Lord — knows
— my heart.”

In company with Brother and Sister White I held
meetings in Jackson, Battle Creel, and Bedford, Next
we came 0 Vergennes, Kent Co., which proved to be

the place where the said woman lived. The meet-
ings were held in a new barn. This woman came in-
to the meeting fifteen minutes after it commenced,
from three miles in.an opposite direction from which
we reached the place. Her husband, and the young
man with whom she wag traveling, came in at the
same time. Sister White, as her husband was speak-
ing at one end of the stand, whispered to me, as T
wag sitbting next to her on the rostrum, calling my
attention to the woman and the men, and said “ That
is the woman I saw in the vision.” She also told me
that as soon as Brother White got through speaking
she wounld relate the vision, adding, “ We then will
see whether she is the one or not.”

After a short discourse, Brother White gave liberty
for others to speak. Sister White arose, and com>
menced by speaking of the deportment of persons
preaching, how careful they should be fo shun every
appearance of evil. She said that if God called
wotnen to preach they should not travel around the
country with some other man than their husband,
and adding, “ What I am speaking of is right here
in your midst; that tall woman who just sat down
near the door is traveling around through the coun-
fry with this young man who ig seated on the front
seat, and this old gentleman who sits by her side,
God pity him, is toiling at home to raise the means
to support them in their iniquity.” She added, “I.
am ashamed of my sex. For all this woman’s pre-
tensions to heliness, God has shown me that she
and this young man are guilty of violating the sev-
enth commandment.”

As Sister White sat down every eye in the bam
was turned toward the woman, expecting of course if
ghe was guilty she would deny the charge, and if
she was not guilty she would certainly denyit. I
confess my heart was filled with anxiety to see what
the woman would say, for I had in my pocket a
writing writien nearly three weeks before, which T
knew was written more than a hundred miley from
that place by a person that never had seen the
woman with her natural eyes, telling jusf what she
would say. The woman slowly arose to her feet,
and in a very sanciimonious manner, said “The —
Lotd — knows — my —heart. ”! She did not utfer
another word, but took her seat.

Among many other instances I might mention,
I refer to a case where Sister White bore testimony
in Greenville, Mich. Coming into a room where
Brother John Byington and myself were organizing
a church, she noticed that there were other persons
present. She knew the name of but one of the
persons in the room aside from Brother Byington
and myself, never having seen them before. She
said they must excuse her if she pointed them out
by describing their persons. “I will first speak,”
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she said, “of that man in the corner of the room,

the one with one eye”” Someone spoke his name,
— Pratt, “Well,” says she, T will call him Mz,
Pratt. Down’t ever take that man into your church
unless you want trouble, for he never has been
converted; he doesn’t live up fo his agreements; he
makes promises to his neighbors that he doesn™
fulfill, spends most of his time around the stores
and shopq arguing on the truth, sitting around on
the dry goods boxes, talking theo]ogy, while his wife
is at home cu]tlvatmg the garden, digging potatoes,
or providing the man’s dinner for him when he gets
home, or perhaps pulling brush out of the snow to
cut up for firewood. His talking the truth merely
disgusts the people. They think he would betier
be at home engaged in some-honest labor to pay his
debts.” '

Turning to another, an old gentleman, who sat
nearer to her, she said,* This aged brother,”—here
gorne one gpoke and said “ Brother Barr”, “ Yes”
said she, “Brother Barr, your trouble has been that
you could not think the Lord could be merciful
enough to youto forgive your sins. You have con-
fessed to the Lord many times all the sins you knew
of;and the Lord told me to say to you that he had
forgiven your sins thirty-five years ago if you had
“only believed it.” This poor old man, on whose
countenance had been a look of great sadness, when
this expression was made, sald with a smile, * Has
he?” “Yes,” said Sister White, “ Your sins are for-
given, come along and go with the church.” The
brother cried out “1 will.” We had heen trying for
half an hour to get him to even give his name for

the chureh, but he thought he was not worthy, Sis-

ter White said, “ This man’s case was presented be-
fore me in contragt with the other: he is a man that
is punctual in all his obligations, deals uprightly
with all his neighbors, provides well for his family,
and the community have perfect confidence in him,
He fears to say anything about the truth for fear he
will mar it,” adding, “ Brother Barr, talk the truth to
your neighborg, it will have a good effect.” She then
turned again to Mr. Pratf, and said, “TIf you could
feel for about six monthy as Brother Barr has folt
© for years, as though there was no help for you, it
would do you good,”

Other cases were delineated in the same meeting;
a man and his wife, between whom there had been
gome variance, were reconciled by the tegtimony that
 was brought in. At the close of the meeting this
Mr. Pratt, who had been seated on the wood-box in
the corner of the room, jumped down on the floor,
and with great vehemence said, “I will tell you what
it is, there is no kind of use in going with this people
and trying to play hypocrite: you cannot do it.”

Another feature of our text is the expression that

thege gifts are for the work of the ministry. There

is not & minister among our ranks, who has carefully

read the Testimonies, but who must acknowledge the

benefit derived in many directions in his work from -

what iz pointed out through this gift. (Here the
speaker said, holding up a copy of the book,
“Gospel Workers,”) Here is a” voume filled with
instruction of this character, not giving us a

new Bible, but bringing to us the instructions of

Beripture, and showing us how we can be more
efficient laborers for God.
point of how to care for our health, how to use our
voices to preserve strength, it is invaluable. Scores,

who are now sleeping in their graves might be with =

us to-day had they given heed to mstructwn of this
character.

I humbly acknowledge benefits received from this
gource in entering upon new missions. AsI went to
California with Elder Bourdeau, via Central America,
in 1868, the Lord gave Sister White instruction con-

cerning our-work, which being sent overland we re- ~

celved on arriving at San Francisco. This gave us
instructions concerning the habits of the people,
how to labor to reach them, holding it up in con-
trast with the New England field in which I had
been laboring more or less; showing that what might
be called economy in New England would be con-
sidered penny-wise dealing in California,  that the
people must be met with the Iiberal spirit they pos-
sessed, yet not in a spendthrift manner.”

We saw the vesult of heeding this admeonifion in
our very first meeting. When the people were
questlomng how we would sell penny tracts and
five cent books when there was no change madse in
the country less than a ten cent piece we were led to
make calculations, and so commenced on thig liberal
plan, and gave them away by scores. The people
shortly et us by saying, “Thiz isn’t like the
preachers that have been coming across the plains
to this country? They rushed up to buy our hooks,
and favored us in every way they could, and inn that
one tent-meeting the people bought over three hun-
dred dollars’ worth of books, and a lumberman, who
before we commenced the meeting, refused to trust

us with a dotlars worth of lumber on the ground

that he had no confidence whatever in preachers,
gaid, “8ir, I will lend you 86,000 feet of lumber, if
you want it, without any security whatever” I
Sister White had lived in that country five years,
she could not have given better counsel than was
given in that testimony, which was simply the resualt
of what the Lord had shown her in vislon.

In 1878, when it was decided that I should go to
0ld England, and eater upon a mission there, as I
wag laboring in Reno, Nevada, I received another
testimony from Sister White, stating that I could

N

Even taking the one -
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not labor in the same manner as in California, call-
ing attention to the habits of the people, and giving
most valuable instructions, which I found a great aid
in entering upon that mission. But, while we speak
of what might be called temporal blessings from this
source, we would especially emphasize those instruc-
tions through this gift that pointed the laborer to
Christ as the only source of help and strength in the
work.

In concluding this last of the series of lessons ap-
pointed to me on this subject, T will state that dur-
ing the last six months, since receiving notice, I hayve
prayed much over the line that I should pursue.
My attention would invariably be called, even while
praying, to the fourth chapter of Ephesians, and with
it the impression, “ Compare what is said there of
the work of the true manifestation of the gifts, with
what has Dbeen manifested in connection with
this gift for the last forty years and over, and it
will show a complete fulfillment in every particular.”
So, T will say to-day, as my subject was to he * The
Study of the Gifts,” Study them, their connection
with this work, the manner of their manifestation,
what has been accomplished by them in bringing a
people to the unity of the faith, and what they are
accomplishing, by the giace of God, in what is al-
lotted for this time; and we can but acknowledge
that the gift of prophecy, manifested in connection
with the third angel’s message, is the work of Gaod.

COUNCIL WMEETING.— No, 4.

BEITISH MISSION FIELD.

Erver D. A. RosiNsox occupied the time in lay-
-ing before the delegates the interests of the British
field. He prefaced his remarks by saying that the
brethren in England never felt more keenly the need
-of entering more vigorously upon the work in that
field than now. He saild there never had been as
-much done for that field as cught fo have been done.
-Considerable has been there, but only a trifle com-
pared to what ought, and must be done.

A wrong impression has prevailed regarding the
relative importance of that field. Some have said
that it is only a small country, but while the terri-
~tory is not so large, the people are massed together
-there by the millions. A map was exhibited show-
ing the extent of the work already done, that all
might see how much more there is to be aceom-
plished. Only three ministers are now engaged
-there, where move than fifty times as 1many might
be profitably employed. Bath, a city of 50,000 or
more inhabitants, has been worked for the past year
by Brother Washburn and three Bible workers.
"He commenced hy holding two meetings a week,

the attendance being very small. The interest has
increased until now his Sunday night meetings are -
attended by 500 hearers. Forty or more have com-
menced the observance of the Sabbath.

Great prejudice having hitherto existed against the
direct preaching of the prophecies, much time had
to be consurmed in allaying the prejudice before
dwelling on these peculiar fhemes. The discourses
during this time were wholly on Christ, his attri-
butes, rightecusness by faith, etc.  When theSabbath
quegtion was introduced, a great stir was made,
which reached even to London, and the question was
largely discussed in the metropolitan papers. The
work there is by no means done.

The work in Southampton isspreading through the
sale of papers. Some of the most wealthy and in-
fluential people in the city are becoming deeply in-
terested, and it is becoming an interesting question
as to how the needs of this class can be met.

The paper Presenwt Truth, has until now needed
work on it which we could nof well bestow from lack
of proper help. It is now meeting with the kindest
reception everywhere. The office of publication is
unfortunately located, being situated where it is not
acecessible. Some opportunities for good have already
been lost in consequence. The great necessity in this
matter is to have some place In the heart of the city,
where access may be had to our publications at all
times.

What about the population of London. Take Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Monfana, Wyom-
ing, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Oregon, New Mexico,
and either Chicago, or New York in addition, and

. you have only about the same number of people as

live in the city of London.

Again, take Ohio and Michigan. These two States
together have only about 100,000 more people than
are in London. How many workers are there in
these two States?  Thirty or forty, at least. Besides
here you have the College and other institutions in
which to rear other laborers. Ifany place in all the
broad harvest field needs help it is the British field.
Have not vecent Testimonies said that “ now is the
time to work in foreign fields”? How long shall
we delay this matter? I cannot tell you how the
matter seems to me, but if T did not think that you
would send us help, and I did not have some faith
in God, T should sit down and cry. But that I shall
not do, I have done it in the past, but have decided
it is not the best course.

London reeds a church the worst way, The place
now used for meetings is a cheerless room up
three flights of stairs, and wholly insufficient fo hold
those who would like to attend meetings. If an ap-
peal for help to build a church in Melbourne iz in
place, 2 hundredfold more is i in place for London.

\
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Why, take all Australia, and South Africa, aside from
the natives, and there are not $0 many people as in
London.

What we gpecially need there is a Bible school.

When we have sent some to Ametica to train, some-

way they do not always return. Something here at-
tracts them, and they stay. We do unot plead for
Jarge buildings but we ought to have the school.

We would like o see 100 canvassers sent from this
country to England. I think it would not be out of
place to pick out twenty-five of your best canvassers
and send them over there.

Question by Elder 0. A. Olsen: How much of an’
appropriation do youm estimate that Londdn needs?

Answer: One hundred thousand dollars! Not
one cent less. I believe that if this were done, it
would result in raising up men who would return the
money in donations to the work for India and other
places.

-

STATE AGENTS’ EONVENTION.— No. 4.

The fourth session of the Convention was held at
4:30 p. M. February 1. The opening remarks of the
chairman exhorted to concentration of thought, de-
gire, and effort to study the subjects brought before
the convention, with a view of gaining all the infor-
mation possible, of getting hold of the underlying
principles, and reaching correct conclusions regardmg
- the same,

Brother N. P. Dixon then read a paper on

THE PROPER WAY TO MAKE KNOWN THE FEATURES
OF OUR BOOKS.

The following are extracts from the paper:—

“In considering this subject, the motive that
should lead one to engage in canvassing, and the
object to be attained, should be taken into considera-
tion. Tn Testimony No. 32, page 159, we read * The
love of Jesus in the sonl will lead the canvasser to
labor to diffuse light’ Again on page 161: *Well
may he consider how he may best arrvest the atten-
tion, for his manner of presentfhg the truth may
decide the destiny of a soul. If he makes a favor-
able impression, his influence may be to that soul
a savor of life unto life’

“Then the salvation of cur fellow-men being the
object, the book should be presented in such a way
as will meet the approval of God, and of the person
canvassed, and leave the agent free to labor with
that person for his salvation, We believe it has ever
been, and still will be the purpose of the canvasser,
to present his book in this way. Buf have we heen
‘doing this in the past, or have we not fully reached
that poing? ”

In answer to this question, Brother Dixon made

reference toitems of instruction that have been given

Arom time fo time in the past, in printed canvasses,

and otherwise, by which it would appear that the
reply would be in the negatwe He then proceeded
to give the results of experience along another line,
as follows: — :

“Lagh April and May the CANVASSETS In some states
were ingtructed to tell during their canvass that the
book was published by the Seventh-day Adventists,
giving them a fair understanding of its contents,
that they might know what it contained and whence
it came, and to angwer all guestions fairly.

“A circular letter was sent out last December,
asking canvassers to give their experience and what
they thought of that way of representing our publi-
cationsy and if they would advise a continnance of
this method. In answer to this letter ahout sixty™
persons responded. Seven of these did not endorse
the plan, Six were undecided which was the better
way, while the remainder endorsed it, giving the
following reasonsg:— )

“1, They felt free to answer any question which
maight arise, )

- % 2. If, when they told who published the book,
it aroused prejudice, they could meet it beiter then
than when delivering,

“3. That when prejudice was aroused and the
canvasser was often able to remove it, this usually
opened the way to'sell hooks, and such persons would
read them. :

“4, They could take as many, or more, orders,
and deliver better,

“ 5, That while some persons would not take the
book because it was an Adventist work, as many
more fook it because it was such, who otherwise
would not. Thus they secured a better class of
orders and from persons who would read. ‘

“@. They find many who are enquiring after the
truth, that they would not otherwise have found.

“7. Ministers hurt their delivery far less than
they did before,

“8. Our canvagsers testify that it leaves upon the
mind of the people the impression that we are doing
a fair, candid, honest, work and they give ug credit
accordingly. The following is a sample of expres-
sions often heard: ‘I am glad to see you beginning
to act like men; you have not done thism your can-
vassing work before.’

#9. They say they enjoy more of the presence of
God in their labor, and believe it is the way God
wants them to work,

10. Where our people are known and live out the
truth, they can sell more books by this method ; but
when they are worldly minded, cold or back-slidden,
it is hard work to sell our books. ‘

“In Kansas nearly all canvassers have adopted
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thig plan the past season, and have done better, both
in taking orders and delivering than any time in the
past. Our experience teaches us that a fair, candid
canvass, letting the people know just what theyareget-
ting for their monéy, giving them anyinformation they
may ask for in reference to the book, to the best of
our ability, often removes prejudice and begets a
spirit of confidence and friendliness. And more than

this, the attention of the people is called direcily tfo.

the important truths these books contain, and they
will be more likely to read them.”

Considering the importance of this subject, the
chairman stated that he had asked two brethren to
prepare papers upon it. Bro. A. F. Harrison then
read a paper upon the same question, from which the
following extracts are taken: —

“ All who are keeping up with the signs of the
times, realize that we are approaching a crisis, a time
of trouble, a time when the third angel’s message
should go with mighty power. In view of these
facts, some have taken a radical position as to how
our publications should be presented. They have
gone from house to house, introducing themselves as
Seventh-day Adventists, and the book as containing
the third angel’s message, and the ‘mark of the
beast.” They thought this must always be done in
order that the people should not-be deceived, over-
looking the facts, that in the short space of time in
which they had to present such points as the third
angel’s message, and the ‘mark of the beast, they
were as Latin to many of their hearers. In 1 Cor.
14:19, Paul says,—°“I had rather speak five words
with my understanding, that by my voice T might
teach others also, than ten thousand words in an un-
known tongue.”

T believe Paul had the right idea as to how the
truth should be presented. While we should not be
ashamed of the-fact that we are Seventh-day Adven-
tists, and that the book we are selling contains a part
of the third angel’s message, yet we should not pur-
sue a course which will abridge the Spirit of God in
our work.

In “Testimony Na. 327 page 152, we find these
words: —

“ The canvasser shonld not rest saiisfied nnless be is constantiy
improving. He ... should not be content with & set form of words;
he shonld give the Lord a chance to work with his efforts, and im-
press his mind. Thelove of Jesus abiding in his heart wiil enable
nim to devise means to gain access to individuals and families,””

Ohn page 161 we read : —

¢ Well may everyone feel an individazl responsibility in this
work, Well may he consider how he may best arrest the attention;
for his manner of presenting the truth may decide the destiny of o
soul. If be makes a favorable impreesion, his influence may be
to that soula savor of life unto life ; and that one person, enlightened
in regard to the truth, may enlighten many others. Therefore it
is dangerons to do careless work in dealing with minds.”

Fyom this quotation it is clearly shown that we
should not use a set form of words, but that we
should give the Lord a chance to work, also that
we gshould be careful how we approach the people,
as the destiny of souls is at stake. What a solemn
injunction this is to a canvasser, and how earnestly
he should seek to be led by the Spirit of God!

Paul says in 2 Cor. 12:16, “Beit so, I did not
burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, 1 canght you
with guile,” Again in 1 Cor. 3:2, “I have fed you
with milk, and not with meat; for hitherto ye were
not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able, for
ve are yet carnal.”

If the Lord gave Paul such wisdom in winning
souls and feeding them meat in due season, will he
not do the same for those who seek for his Spirit in
the time of the latter rain? Those who place them-
selves on the altar to be used as God directs, will be
given at the proper time and place, words to speak
in harmony with his Holy Spirit.

As I study this question, I am thoroughly con-
vinced that we cannot fix in our minds a set form of
words to introduce ourselves or the publications we
carry. If our canvassers are led by the Spirit of
God they will have wisdom given them to know
when to speak; when to keep silent, what to say,
and what should not be said. The canvasser should
be open-hearted and frank, always telling the truth,
and leaving good impressions, And yet be should
strictly guard any expressions which would fend fo
arouse prejudice or in any way build up the barrier
of prejudice between the people and the truth, which
wiil necessarilty have to be broken down before the
truth can enter. He ghould aveid arguments at all

© titoes, as they drive out the Spirit of God.

In “Great Controversy,” Vol. 4, page 612, in
speaking of the loud cry, it says: —

‘ The message will be carried not so much by arguments as by
the deep eonvictions of the Spirit of God.”?

Again:—

*The arguments have been presented, the seed sown, the pub~
lications distributed by missionary workers have exerted tbeir
influence, ? o

Thus we understand that the publications we
carry have the convincing arguments in them, and
we should not pursue & course which will prejudice
the minds of the people by attempting an explana-
tion of the mark of the beast and the third angel’s
message; subjects that are too complicated to be
made plain in a few moments of time.

The last words of our Saviour just before his as-
cension were, “Go ye into all the world and preach
the GOSPEL to every creature, and lo, T am with
yvou alway, even unto the end of the world”” And

“in 2 Cor. 6:1 we read, “ We then as workers together

with him, beseech you .also that ye receive not the
!

]
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graceof God in vain.” And-in Chapter 5: 5 are these
words;- “ For we preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord” Now when we go from place to
place telling the people we are Seventh-day Adven-
tists, are we not preaching ourselves instead -of
Christ? Isthis the commission that Christ gave?

In *Gospel Workers,” page 800, we read: —

“The apostle Paul in describiﬁg his manner of labor says
‘Thongh I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servaut
to all that I might gain the more, and unto the Jews I became asa
dew,; that T might gain the Jews; to them that areunder thelaw as
under the Iaw, that I might gain them that are under the law; to
them that are without law, as without law {being not without law
to God, but under the Iaw to Christ) that I might gain them that
are ‘withous faw. To the weal I became as weak, that T gain the
weak., ' I am made all thibgs to all men, that I might by all
feans save some.’?

* Paul did not approach the- Jewa'in a way to excite their preju_
dices. He did oot rup the risk of making them his ememies by
telling them the first thing that they must helieve on Jesus of Naz-
areth; huf he dwelt on the prophéeies and promises of the Old

Testament Scriptlires, which testify of the Messiah, of his mission

and his work. He ked them on stép by steﬁ, skowing them the im-
portence of the Law of God. He also gave'due honor 'to the cere-
monial law showing that Christ was -the one who instituted the
whole system of saerifieial service. After dwelling on these things
evincing ‘that he had & clear understanding of them, hebrought his
hearers down to tho firgt advent of Christ, and proved that In the
crucified Jesus the specifications of the ceremonial law had been
fulfilled. He showed them plainly how the light from the cross of
Calvary gave significance and glory to the whole Jewish eeonomy.
He approached the Gentiles, not hy exalting the law at first, but by
exalting Christ and then showing the binding claiins of the law,
Thus he varied his manper of lahor, always shaping his message to
. the eircumstances under which he was placed.”

We-also must learn to adapt our labors to the con-
dition of the people, to- meet them where they are.
The truth should be presented to them in language
they can readily undersiand and comprehend.

The questions asked upon, and subsequeni discus-

. sion of, the subject under consideration, indicated
" that moré time should be given to it, and accord-
ingly it was decided to take it up at the next
meeting, s

THE MIND OF CHRIST:—No. 3

ELDER R. C. PORTER.,

Gop would have us study the plan of redemption
in the light of the plan of creation. In studying
the plan of redemption for fallen man in this planet,
we shiould do it from the standpoint of the eternal
purpose of God in the creation of the universe.
Eph. 3:11-21. Butdo we know that other worlds
are Inhabited? We kndw that heaven is inhabited,
and that this earth is inhabited, and we cannot con-
ceive of any object in creating planets uniless it wag
. that they should be inhabited by beings that would

love and fear God. .Inlsa. 45:18 wearetold thatthis
planet was not created in vain, but that it was made
to be inhabited. Ifit had not been made to be in-
habited it would have heen created in vain.  Then,
if other planets were not made to be inhabited, they
must have been createdin vain. But God does noth-
ing in vain, hence God made them to be inhabited.
Turning to page 32, of “Farly Writings,” we read
as follows: — :

“The Lord has given e a view of other worlds. Wings were
given me, and ap angel attended me from the city to a place that
was bright and glorious. The grass of the place was living green,
and the birds there warbled a sweet song., The inhabitants of the
ptace were of all sizes; they were uoble, majestic, and lovely.
They bore the express image of Jestis, and their countenances
beamed with holy joy, expressive of the freedom and happiiiess of
the place. I asked one of them why they were so miich more
lovely than those on the earth. _ The reply was, ¢ We have lived
in strict obedience to the commandments of God, and have not
fallen by.disobedience, like those on the earth.” Then I saw two
ftrees, one looked much ke the tree of life in the city. The froit
of both looked beantiful; but of one they could not eat. They
had power to eat of both, but were forbidden to-eat of one. Then
my attending angel said to me, ¢ None io this place have taeted of
the forbidden tree; but if they should eat, they would fall.>

“Thew I was takeu to a world -which -had seversl moone.'
There ¥ saw good old Enoch whko had been translated. On his
right arm he hove 2 glorious palm, apd on each leaf was written
«Victory.,” Around his head was a dazzling whife wreath, and
leaves on the Wreath, and in the middie of each leaf was written,
‘Purity,” and around the leaf were stones of various colors, that
shone brighter than the stara, and cast a reflection npon the lstbers
an@ magnified them. On the baek part of his head was a bow that
coufiped the wreath, sud upon the bow was written * Holiness.’
Apove the wreath was a lovely crown that shone brighter than the
sun, I asked him if this was the place he was taken to from the
earth, He said, ‘1t is not; the city is my home, and I have come
to visit this place.”> He moved about the place as if perfectly at

home. I hegged of my attending angel to let me remain in that
place. I could not bear the thought of coming back to ‘the dark
world again. Then the angel said, You must go back, and if you

are faithful, you, with the 144,000 shall have the privilege of visit-
ing all the worlds and viewing the handiwork of G(\)d.”

It is only a little while before we shall have the

- privilege of travelling in the same manner as did
Enoch to view the other worlds.

The mind of Christ is sufficiently broad to embrace
all the mysteries of God. Before the universe was
created Christ had in his mind everything that was
to he unfolded throughout eternity. When Christ
made a world, there was simply that much of the
mind of Christ prodoced in the form of a world.
When bhe made angels there was that much of the
mind of Christ produced in the form of angels.
When he created man there was.that much of the
mind of Christ produced in the form of man. When
the word of God was given throught the prophets,
there was in it the mind of Christ, spoken, and pro-
duced in words to be read by the human family.
Hence the study of the mind of Christ, and the study
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of the word of God are one and the same study. As
Christ made the worlds, or was the one who knew
perfectly how they were made, and all the laws that

. govern them, so the study of true sclence embraces
the study of the mind of Christ, and no study of the
selences that does not embrace Christ is a true study
of the sciences.

The study of the subject of creation, as tanght in
many of the schools at the present time in the study
of geology, teaches that the world was millions of
vears in the process of development, while the word
of God, that refers the mind to Christ with reference
to the creation of this world, states definitely that he
spake, and it was done, he commanded, and it stood
fast. Hence, the study of a science that ignores
Christ as the Creator in this sense iz not the true
science. The same is true of the study of the entire
sclence of creative astronomy, and for that matter all
of the other sciences. *

When man was placed upon the earth, a test was

- given him. That test was a test that was to be the
same for all planeis throughout all ages. The test
was a fest of faith and love. It was given to Adam
in the form of a free of knowledge of good and evil,
of which he was prohibited from partaking. Inthat
test were involved the principles of the entire law of
God. In partaking of the forbidden fruit he must
take another god before the Lord, form in his mind

.the image of a god that was withholding something
from him that it would be better off if he could re-
ceive, and bow and worship that image. In taking
the name of God in that way he must take it in
vain, for Gods name is love, and he would be at-
tributing to God a name that was the opposite of
love. In order to do this he must forget the char-
acter of love that had made him, and hence fail to
remember the fourth commandment. He would
dishonor his Father. He committed suicide, and
became a murderer. He committed spiritual adul-
tery by forming an alliance with Satan. In taking

- the forbidden fruit he took that which did not he-
long to him, and hence was a thief, and in attribut-
ing to God a character different from the character
of love, which he has, be bore false witness. Before

"he could take of the fruit, he must covet it. And so
Adam wiolated that test; he hroke every command

- of the law of God, which was the foundation of
God’s government for his universe.

Of what is commandment-keeping a test? It isa
test of love. 1 John 5:5, “ This is the love of God
that wekeep his commandments ; and his command-
ments are not grievous” 8o, then, the test given
to Adam in the garden of Eden, wag the test of
his love to hiz Creator, and that test was the test
for every planet, and will be the test for every planet
throughout the eternal ages. So lobg as man had

perfect faith in Jesus he could keep the command-
ments of God perfectly. So soon as he lost his faith
in Jesus, going under the temptations of Satan, he
lost his power to keep the commandments of God.
Hence m Eden man. was only able to keep the com-
mandmenis of God through faith in Jesus, the same
as under the last message. And the third angel’s
message is simply the everlasting gospel, the princi-
ples of which were lived out by all_the loyal chil-
dren of God throughont all worlds, before sin en-
tered, and will be hved out through all worlds during |
the eternal ages after redemption has been completed,

When God spoke his Jaw on Sinai he was simply
wiving to the people of this planet, in their fallen state,
the principles of his own character, which wag the
law that was to govern this planet before sin entered,
and which is the law that now governs the universe
of God. When he gave it Moses Was instructed to
put it in the ark of the covenant, Wwhich was to be
placed in the second apartment of the sanctuary, the
temple of God, which represented the throne of God
in heaven. When John in vision Was permitted to,
look. within the second apartment of the sanctuary in *
heaven he saw the ark of his testament. From his
throne in the heavens God ruleth over all the uni-
verse, and this law is the foundation of his throne.
Ps. 103:19. And it could be nothing else, hecanse
his law ig his character. Why did God create worlds
and people them with intelligent beings? Because
God is love, and love is not satisfied’ Wlthout the
privilege of bestowing itself upon others.

But the devil said God made the angels and the
inhabitants of other worlds from selfish purposes,
with the object of exercising over thern arbitrary
suthority. In Rev. 4:11, John says, “For thou
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are
and Were created.” In what does God take pleas
ure? 1 John 4:16, “ God is love and he that dwell-
eth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.” God
takes pleasure in the things in which love delights!
But in what does love delight? 1 Cor.13:4, 5,
“Love seeketh not her own.” Then God in creation
took pleasure In the things that would be for the
highest possible good of al} his creatures, and Satan’s
testimony against God in this respect was utterly
false,

Although the mind of Christ embraced- the end
from the beginning, and although he'took in the
case of all worlds, and knew of the fall and the re-
demption, and the plan was all in his mind in eterni-
ty, vet this was not unfolded to angels nor to men
until it bécame a necessity. Though God knew if,
angelsand men knew it not. And since the-angels
and men knew nothing of it, they acted just the same
in what they did ag though God knew it ,not. God
knows how it will come out with each of ug but we -
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donot know, but we do know this, that if we will
accept of Jeaus Christ by faith, we shall besaved. So
God’s foreknowledge does not in any way affect cur
individual actions.

Christ, as Creator, was able io create only by the
exercise of perfect faith in the word of his Father. As
he went. forth to create, had he at any time doubted
his Father’s ability to perform the work he had set

" out-to accomplish, he would have been unable to pro-

ceed further in his work of creation. But did not the
Lord-lay out a broad plan in the ereation of the uni-
verse? DBut there was a sufficient power with God
to accomplish all he had planned in the great work
which was laid out. .

And so now, brethren, ag we are called upon at
this Conferénee to lay” broad plans for the work, at

" the same time it would he well to study the broad
‘plans of God in laying out a universe, that we may

have our.minds enlarged to lay plans that will meet
the mind of God at this time. . And let us ever re-
member that -whatever plans God calls upon us to
lay, if we lay them, and go forth to execute them in
perfect faith n the God that calls upon us to lay
broad plans for his work at this time, his power will
as . certainly accomplish through us the work that is
laid .out, as it did the work.of creation, through

. Jesus Christ, in the broad plans laid for the creation

of the universe, for that is just the spirit his people

" . must have under the third angel’s message, the same

faith that Jesus had when he. went forth to create
the worlds, and then the work committed to their
hands will be gpeedily and surely accomplished.
Before Christ left heaven to come to this earth he
occupied the throne with his Father, and bore the
scepter of the universe. Jer. 17:12; Ps 89:14.
He
came clear down to this earth. This was the dark-

" est place, and the hardest field in all the universe,

but Christ offsred himself to come to this field. Do

*we, ab this Conference, say individually, “ Let this

mind be in me, that brought Christ from home and
pleasant and comfortable surroundings, to the dark-

“est field in all the universe to save the lost and perish-

ing? Do we stand offered as individuals to go to any
field in .this world where God may zend-us, to carry
the light of this precious gospel to those in darkness?
If not, we have not the mind of Christ. If we de-

. sire to have the mind of Christ let us open the heart

#nd let Christ in; the same epirit that was in Christ
will then.be in us and we will stand thus.

Some of, us may say we have responsibilities rest-
ing upon 1s; We are occupyiug responsible positions
oftrust,-and cannot e spared to go. Did not Christ
But when
God sent him, as a missionary, to another field, could

God not take care ofthe work which had heen before

resting upon Christ in heaven? And canhe not take
care of the work committed to ug here in any re-
sponsible position, if he sends us to any other fleld?

-T fully believe that he can, and what we want in this

Conference is that faith in God that will ever re-.
member that God is able to take care of his own.
work, and then like Jesus, willing togo to the most.
lowly place to carry the light; we stand ready to
labor in any fleld in which G‘rod may station us, with
faithfulness, and the power of God will speedﬂy
accomplish his work inthe earth.

THE THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.— NO. 4.

f}. - ELDER A. T, JONES. -

A question has been handed up.

Quest— Can the States logically refuse to fall mto
line with the Supreme Court decision, defining the
national constitution in its relation to religion? . . ~

Elder Jones— No sir. As a matter of fact the States
do not need to do it. The Supreme Court of the
United States has fallen into lihe with the States.
That is the way the thing has already been d(me,
That is the mischief of it.

I begin the lesson to-night by reading Rev. 14 9
“And the third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, If any wan worship the beast and his.
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in~
his hand.” I need not present ‘any other evidence
to-night to show that we are in the time when that .
verse ia fulfilled, than merely to refer to the points
we mentioned last night, Three distinet points that .
were noticed last night shut us up to that one thing. -
Now that is the warning which we are to give to the
world. And no man can give the third angel’s
message without giving it ;,ust exactly as it reads;
But what iz the congequence of disregarding the

message in that verse ?.— The unmingled wine of the
wrath of God. Then what is the next thing that
comes in that respect? T mean in the fulfllment of.
this prophecy, what is the nex$ thing we are to look
for? [Audience: # The wrath of God!”] Yes.

Now we have come to the loud ery, haven’t we?
That part of the prophecy is reached. We have.
come to the image of the beast ; Aat part is reached ;
that prophecy iz fulfilled. Now,of course, in the work-
ings of the image of the beast there are many things
to come in fulfillment of that, but all thege things—
persecutions, deceitving miracles, ete.—are simply
the corisequence of what has been done: simply the
speaking and acting of the image that is already
made. We are not to look now for any greaf, won-
drous, marked movement in legislation or govern-
ment to' fulfill that part of. the prophecy, hecause"
the image is made. That is.fulfilled. What comes
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in the future in legislation and in the strifes and
contentions and the rioting and warring, with the
evil that will come, is simaply the inevitable outcome
and consequence of this. Then what next will
there be in the line of this prophecy which is here
before us? Rev. 14:9,10. [Audience, “The wrath
of God.”] Yes.

I might put the guestion in another way now, to
make it a little plainer. Is there any piece of legis-
lation, any special move of this -government for
which we are now to look as the fulfillment of this
prophecy in connection with the making of the m-
age of the beast? What have we been locking for
all the time? We have been looking for legislation
~—some move to be made or something to be done in
or by the government that would make the image of
the beast. That was what our eyes were upon, all
the time. But now do we look for that any more?
[Audience—“No sir.”] Truth. Now then that
having been done, isn’t all that pertains to the image
of the beast 4n that? and all that comes henceforth
respecting the image of the beast, and ity work, ig it
anything more than the consequences of what is naw
here? Is not all that the image is to do, in the
image when it is made to begin with? Then all
that comes henceforth pertaining to the image of the
beast being in that which is done, what great point

in the words of the message stands next? [Audience, .

“The seven last plagues”] Yes. The next thing
that follows the working of the image of the beast
in that prophecy is, The seven last plagues.

Now put the three things together. We were look-
ing for the image of the beast, then the seven last
plagues, and then the coming of the Lord. The
image of the beast has come, hasn't it? The com-
ing'of the Lord is in the future, isn%t it? Bub the
seven last plagues are between them. Then what is
the next great, marked thing in the history of this
world, and of mankind, and of salvation? —The
seven last plagues. That being so; it becomes us to
think very seriously, where we are living, doesn't it ?
Tt becomes s also to think seriously how we are
living. ..

Some ome in the audience— g 1t neceszary to amend
the Constitution ? :

Eid. Jones—The Constitution, nothing! No, we
have no Constitution any more. It is set aside. It
is taken clear out of the way. We can’t use it any
more, What could an amendment do more than
has been done? Don't you see they have puf aside
the Constitution? What could anybody want with
an amendment ?

But the thought which I want just now to get be-
fore you is that the next great and marked event in
thehistory of this world and in the work of salvation,
is what is spoken of here in the text. This shows it

on the face of it. Look at it again. We are to give
this warning to the world—* If any man worship
the-beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand.” That is the warning we
are to give. Well, in view of what is it that the
warning is given? -[Audience—*The wine of the
wrath of God.”] What is the wine of the wrath of
God? [Andience—* The sevenlast plagues.”’] Rev.
15:1. Then doesn’t it follow on.the face of it, that
the seven last plagues are the next thing after that
warmning? and-that the warhing will wind.up with
the seven last plagues? And we are now where that
warning begins with a loud voice.in its very words.
Then doesn’t that which is now begun and the work
which is now in our bands, end with the bringing of
us face to face with the seven last plagues? [Audience
—4Yes gir”] When that work of warning is done,
where will we be? Audience~*‘ At the pouring out
of the plagues.”] ‘

Now are you satisfied that this is so? Are you
satisfied that the seven last plagues is the next thing
that comes after we give this warning to the world?
[Audience —* Yes gir.”] Then as we ga.about. te.
give that warning, isn’t it in the nature of the case
that we are to do it in view of the plagues that are
to fall upon those to whom we speak it? and that
we must be faithful to that message ourselves, which
we are giving, if we want to be shielded when the
plagues do fall, of which that message speaks? But
who will be shielded in that time?—Those who
have “the covering of the Almighty” drawn over
them. And that cavering of the Almighty is the
covering that the prophet Isaiah spoke about, saying
«I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me -with
the garments of salvation, ke kath covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with
her jewels.” Isa. 61:10. That is the covering that
Grod draws over his people, which shields every one
from the wrath of God, now and forever. Have you
that robe of righteousness ?- .

Now ancther thing right there, We are living in
view of another fearful fact, that is, if that message
which we are now to give, is not received, it has at-
tached to it the fearful consequences that the wine
of the wrath of God will be recaived; so that
when that message finishes, the wrath of God sue-
ceeds it. T say we are living in the presence of that
fact. And the work which is to bring all face to face
with that fact, as it is there recorded, is now begun.
Therefore, will not that give o power to the health reform
that it has nol yet had 2 When the bealth reform was
given to the.people of God, it was defined.as that
which is.to fit the people for translation. That is the
meaning of health reform. . The leading thing, the
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creal thing, o, ‘that God intends health reform to do, is
{0 prepare his-people for translation. But we have
_to go through -the seven last plagues before we are
translated ; and if a man’s blood is impure and full
of gross material will he he able o pass through that
time, when the: air is sick with pes’-tilenee‘? Indeed
he eannot. . : :
 That brings us face to fa.ce with some meore solemn
experiences doesn’t it? And some more solemn
. trath. ~. A great mmany solemn uestions have al-
ready been presented to us. And brethren, there
are a:great many more that are still to.come to us,
We are in the most solemn time we.ever saw. Let.

. us consider if.

Now let us take the pomts that have already been
presented in the different lessons. that have been
given, the searching thoughts, and golemn experi~
ences in our religioms profession, to which we have
been brought face to face.: T want to know now how
on earth if is-ever possible for any one of us to meet
these experiences without Jesus Christ in. the fall?
I would like:to have somebody tell. [Audience: ¥ We
can’t do it.”] Of comrge we can’ do-if. Then
breghren let ms have him- come in in his fullness as
quickly. 2s possible. We need him every moment,
- and each suceeeding lesson brings to view. more and
more our need of him:

Now as there are two ether points that I want to
present to-night, for the present purpose we will
just skefch through what the further lesson of the
plagues s

- When the first plague falls, it falls upon the men
that “ had reeeived the mark of the heast, and them
that worshipped his image” (Rev. 16:1, 2) — the
very people to whom the warning of this message is
given. Then the plagues follow each other in direct
succession, unto the sixth, under which the evil
spirits gathér ““the kings of the earth,and of the
whole world,” fo the battle of the great day of God
Almighty. Rev. 16:14-16. This battle is fought
when the Baviour comes, for “I saw the beast and
the kings of the earth and their armies, gathered to-
gether to make war upon him -that sat upon the
horse and against his army.. And the beast wag
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before bim,.with which he deceived them
. that had received the mark of the beast and them

. that worshipped his image.” Rev. 19:11, 19, 20
And at that thme the seventh angel pours out his
vial in the air and there comes a great voice out of
the temple of heaven from the throne saying, s
done. And there are voiées, and thunderings, and
lightenings; and there is a great earthquake, such
ag Was not sinece men were upon the earth-so mighty
- an earthquake and .80 great. Eyery .island. flees
- away. and the mountains are npot found.. The

heavens depart as a scroll-and every mounfain.and
island are. moved out of their places,. Rev. 16:17,
18, 206; 6:14. And-the Heast and his image *the
Lord shall consume with the Spirit. of his mouth
and desiroy. with the brightness of his coming””
2 Thess. 2:8.. And the remnant of the wicked
world who went not-up.to the battle of Armageddon,
“were slain with the sword of him that sat upon
the horge, which sword proceeded-out of his mouth.”
Rev. 19:21. The sword:of him that sits upon the
horse is the brightness of the Lord’s coming.. :
“Then the events that are directly and msepara,bly
cormeeted with the end of the world are the events
that follow the work, to the doing of which we are
new. completely shug up That 1q the hvmg fae’c
aow. .
Brethren, do you beheve that the seven last
plagues are coming, just as certainly as the image of-
the beast has come? . [Audience -~ Yes, ¢iv.”] Hon-
est, now? [Audience —*“Yes.”] Now we looked for-
the image to the beast # come. It Aas come, Now
what are we to look for? — The seven last plagues.
Do you believe that the end of the world:ig coming,
with the seven last plagues, just as certainly as that
the image to the beast i made? [Audience—
“Yes7] Do yon believe that the end of the world
comes When that seventh plague comes? [Audience
—*“Yes.”] Then brethren, these things mean some-
thing to us just now.
"We will leave that point there now,and take up

. another thought with reference toour governinent, -

and what the.consequences must be, and can enly be,
of what the government has now. done thaﬁ is, the
consequences to the government, itself.

Let us begin. with Acts17.:.26, 27, Paul is ca,ll—.
ing the atfention of the peeple to. Geod; and he. says
# And [God] hath made of one blood all nations of
men for o dwell on.all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the time before appointed, and the.
hounds of their habitation.” Then (fod: made this
nation of men-to dwell on the earth, and he deter-
mined the bounds of the habitations of the people
of this nation and how much space thig nation should
oecupy. And he has given a portion.of time to this
nation. What did he do. it for? - The next verse
reads: “ That they should seel: the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him, though he banot far from every .
one of us!” If they might feel after him and haply
find himy ? — No, there is no-kap about that. . If they
feel after him, what then? — They would find him.
If anybody feels after him, he will ind him.

In the fourth ehapter of Daniel we learn that God
rules in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whom-
soever he will. God’s idea concerning the nations is
that they shall seek him.. Well then-when a nation-
rejects the Lord what use hag hefor it 2 None. - But
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will he reject a nation as long as the nation will seek
him 7— No gir.  Will he cut off a vation, 20 long. as
there are any people there td seek the Lord ?— He will
not. He didn't before the lood. Neither did he in
Sodom and Gomorrah. If he could have found ten
people that would seek the Lord, in Sodom and
Gomorrah, he would not have destroyed those cities,
But he could 't find them.

When he made the promigse to Abraham, he sald
to him, * Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve
them ; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will 1
judge: and afterward shall they come out with great
substance, - And thou shalt go to thy fathers in
peace ; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But
in the fourth generation they shall come hither
again: for the iniquity of the Amorites i not yel full.”
Gen. 15:13-16. Had God established bounds to
their habitation? Yes. What did he do it for? —
"That they should seek the Lord. As long as. there
" was any possibility of their seeking the Lord, they

held the place where God put them.® And the Lord
would not give the land to Abraham, his friend, nor
to Abraham’s seed as long as there were people there
who would seek the Lord. The Lord’s people couid
not oceupy, becange the iniquity of the Amorites was
-notyet full. But when the iniguity of the Amorites
was full, there was no use for them any more. .
When the Lord establishes a people on earth to
seek, the Lord, and they will not seek him, what then
is the use of their staying any longer on the earth?
To let them stay on earth after that was only to per-
petuate iniquity for no possible use. So the Lord
brought his peeple in there at that time, and drove
out the Amorites. He told his people not to do asg

the Amorites did lest the land spue them out asit-

* had spued out the Amorites. ' But his people did the
very thing he told them not to do. And the land
did empty them out and he gave them into the
handg of the king of Babylon.

He had established the kingdom of Babylon for a
purpose; he set the bounds of their habitation
What was that for? It was that they should seek
the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar sounght the Lord in his
day and he proclaimed the glory of the Lord, the
honor of the Lord, and the existence of the Lord, o
all the nations of the earth. You remember that
proclamation he made in Daniel 4th, chapter: “I
thought it good to tell what the Most High hath
done for me.” And he told his experience. Lef us
read-how far his prolamation reached : —

“Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations,
and Ianguages, that dwell in-all the earth; peace be
multiplied unto-you. I thought, it good to shew signs
and wonders that the most high God hath wrought

toward me. How great: are. his signs! . and how
mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlast-
ing kingdom, and his dominion is fromr generatlon
to generation.”

The Lord had said unto Nebuchadnezzar that he
had given him all these lands round-about and all the.
nations, and that they should serve him, and his son
and his-gon’s son until the very .time.of his land
came, and then what? Many nations shall serve
themselves of him. God had determined the time.
before appointed as well as the bound of his habifa-
tion; so that when-the time of his land came, many -
nations would serve themselvés of:Bahylon. . .-

Nebuchadnezzars son succeeded him, - then his
grandson. Instead of Belshazzar seéking the Lord
and honoring the Lord, he took:.the vessels of the
house of the Lord and uszed. them in his lascivious
feasts, thus tuming his back upon God completely.
Then what use did ;the Lord have for him or his
nation. any more ?. - He had no:more -use. . That
same. hour there came the fingers of a man’s hand
and wrote upon the  wall in the-presence of. the.
king. And the meaning .of the words: that were
written, Is this: “ God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and finished it. Thou art weighed in the balances,
and art found. wanting. .Thy kmgdom is d1v1ded
and given to the Medes and Persians.” . .

<Thus the Lord brought up the Medes and
Persiang. Did. they. segk the Lord too?

.God had called Cyrus by name. before he came up
there. Cyrus did not then know the Lord. The
Lord said: “I have surnamed thee, though thou
hast not_known me.” Buk Cyrus found the Lord,.
and proclaimed bis name to all the nations. God’s
prophet in Babylon took the word of God to Cyrus;
and then see what Cyrug did. First chapter‘of Ezra,
first verse to the third: —- :

“Now in the first year of Cyrus, kmo~ of Pema,,

that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah

might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up-the spirit of.
Cyrus, king of Persia, that he made a proclamation;
throughout all his kingdem, and put it also in wrif-.
ing, saying, Thus suith Cyrus, king of Persia, The. Lord
Glad of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms .of the
earth; and he hath chareed meto build him 2 honse.
at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. -Who is. there
among you of all his people? his God be with “him,-
and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in. Judah,
and build the house. of the Lord God of Israel, (ke ds
the God,) which is in Jernsalem.”

Cyrus found the Lord, and proclalmed hlm to all
the nations of the earth. . It had been done even be-
fore Cyrus came in. Darius succeeded Belshazzar..
We read in Dan. 6:26,:27, what Darins. did: 1
make a decree, That in every dominion.of my king-
dom men tremblearnd fear before the God of Danigel:



GENERAL CONFERENCE DAILY BULLETIN.

B

91

for he is the living God,’a;nd steadfast forever, and his

kingdom that which shall not be desttoyed, and his

“dominion shall be even unto the end. He delivereth
. and rescuetl, and he worketh signs and wonders in
-heavensand in earth, who hath -delivered Damel

from the power ofthe hons 7

That is a splendid proclamation of God and his
glory and his power. It sounds like the words of
the prophet Daniel himself. Well,.the Medes and

- Pérsians sought the-Lord and found him. But tum

now to the 11th chapter of Daniel and there we
read : “ Also I [that is, the angel Gabriel] in the firat

*yearof Darius the Mede, even T stood to confirm’and

6 strengthen. him. And: now will I shew thee the
‘truth. . Behold, theré shall stand up yet three kings
i Persia; and-the fourth-shall be far richer than
they all: and by-his strength through his riches he
ghall atir tp all againgt the realm of Grecia.” And a

_mighty king shall stand up, and shall rule with great

dominton, and do accordinyg to-hiz'will- And when
he-shall stand up his kingdom- shall be broken, and
shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven.”

 That'is Grecia. * Now read in Dan. 10:20, “ Then
said’ he [Gabriél], Knowest thou wherefore 1 come
‘anto thee? and now will I return b fight with the

-prince of Persia: and when Iam gene fmth lo, the,

- prince of Grecia shall come.’

The angel would stay there as long ashe could
bear it, and when they had got so far along, that

" they would not:seek the Lord, the angel would go,

“(recia came. .

artd when the angel went, Persia went too.-
But what did-the Lord establish
Grecia: for? - That they might seek the Lord. ' Now
read in the eighth chapter, verses 21-28: '

“ And the rough goat is the king of Greela: and
the great horn that is between his eyes is the first
king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood
up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the
nation, but not in his powers And in the latier

time - of their kingdom, when the tmmqressms are come
-to the full, a king'of fierce” countenante, and under«

standing dark sentences, shall stand up. ”
. 8o you see. SVery tlme, it 18 becanse tra.nsgresmon

~has come to the full, that a nation- falls: and trans-

gressols come to the full when they set themselves
againgt the Lord. -It:is because the measure oftheir
intquity ‘is filled at last that another kingdom comes,
Se you can see the philosophy ‘of the whole matter
ig contained in that verse; that God establishes na-
tions fthat they shall seek the Lord, and when they
refuse to do'it, and turn their backs upon him, then
the next thing is, that that nation-leaves the world,
Thereis nothing else for 3. - . “

The nation that followed Grecia was Rome. And

- Christ-canre in Rome’s day ; and the gospel-of Christ

was preached to Rome, although it was fearfully cor-

And

qupt. And then that gospel of Christ was professed

as an outward form, by an apostate church, ‘and she
seized the power of the Roman government to com-
pel people to recognize the Roman religion, to com-
pel men to disobey the Lord. Then what became of
the Roman government? It was swept fromi the
earth, - '

As bad as the government was in the days of Ti-
berius, a8 bad as. it was in the days of ‘Clandius, and
in the days of Nero, yet God preached the gospel to
Rome, and brought multitudes of souls fo the light
and knowledge of his gospel. Even to Nero. himself
the gospel was twice preached by the apostle Paxl,
and - there was opened to him the joys of heaven.
Buat when the gospel was perverted as it was, and

-made only 2 cloak to sanction ungodliness; and in-

stead of seeking the Lord indeed, perverted the very
means that God offered- for salvation,-—what could
the Lord do for a people like that? The goapel is
the only means that God has to save a ‘person. But
when that gospel is taken and used simply a8 a cloak

" for wickedness, how can the Lord p0s31b1y save the
" person whe thus uses'it? Then there is nothmg that

can touch him at all.

When that was done in the Roman empire by the
power of an apostate church, then how could it
stand any longer? It had to be swept away from
the earth. And now this nation has been captured
by the very:same kind of iniquity. Here is an
apostacy. The churches have tarned away from
God, and have seized upon the power of this gov-
ernment. Tt has sold itself to them; and dow com-
pels people to dishonor God. Then what is the
next thing for this nation? [Audience: “ Destrue-
tion.”] Yes; but before the Lord overthrows it, he-
will send a message to whosver will be saved. What
is that message? [Audience: “The third angel's
message.”] " Yes. Then does not that shut us up
again to-night, face to face, to that one thing, that
the third angel’s message as it reads is the only
thing to be given under the sun; and it is to be -
given to save such people as will be saved from-the
ruin that hahgs over'this devoted nation that has
been- mvelg,led and earried captive by an apostate

* professed’ Protestant church?

Well, then the end of the world is the next thing.
Then are we not right no ¥, m the things that we are
to preach, held, wrapped up, and concerned, daily
and hourly, with the events that bring the end .of
the world? Isit any difficulty, brethren to get
people of the world even to seé that? Is it any diffi-
culty to get people of the world to see what has be-
come of the nations that bave gone before? Is there
any difficolty in getting worldlings themselves to
see that there is a-union of Church and State heve;

that the Church has carried captive the government .
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of the United States? Any difficulty to get them to
- see that? T tell you, brethren, when we go with the
power of God, and state the positive facts as they
are before their faces, and tell them what is to come
out of these facts, they will begin to think:
" Brethren; there-is more power, there is more coh-
vincing power, there is more moving power, in the
plain declaration, by faith in God, and the conse-
quences ‘of these things as a literal fact before the
- people, than in tons of argument. You and I go
with these things that are before the eyes of all peo-
ple and egll their attenfion fo them, and show what
- is-in the future; and tell them in the fear of God, and
by his grace and his power as he gives it.to us, the
things that are coming,-—tell -them by dctual facts,
and by :onr earnestness and devotion to God,;
- them that we believe‘the things ourselves,and there
“will be more conviction than'in tens of argument on
~doctrinal questions. Then let us preach the message
as it s to-day. -

Now another thought. God had a church in the
world, and a nation in old time, did he not? Christ
came to that church, and that nation.” He preached
the gospel of God, revealed in its living principles—
the mystery of God, God with men, God in the flesh,
God in men the hope of glory..” He revealed that to
them ; they would not receive it ; they rejected him.
They wanted to kill him ; they prosecuted him for
blasphemy, before Pilate; but Pilate could not take

‘judicial notice of the offense of blasphiemy, because
‘that was an offense against Jewish law only. So
Filate said, ““ Take-him, and judge him according to
your law.” But they said, “We have a law, and by

our-law he ought to die.” But they could nof put -

him to death without.a decree from the Roman
empire. Pilate said; “ What shall T do with him?”
They said, “ Crucify him.” Pilate: “Shall T crucify
your king?” They replied: “We have no king but
Ceesar.” : :
When they said that, did -they not in that reject
.the Lordt absolutely, and join themselves to Cesar?
‘They-had to join themselves to Cmsar.to do against
the truth of God, what they could not do without it.
"When they turned-their backs upon God, deliber-
ately rejected him, and took Cesar for their king,
and allied themselves te earthly power, in the face
of the power of God, then what more could the Lord
do for them asa people ag a church, as a nation?
Nothing. There were. individuals in the nation,
there were individualg in the ehurch, that feared
God, and had no part in this thing ; but these, the
representative men of the nation, the representative

men of the church, they-did that thing. . They did

join themselves, and in themselves they joined the

nation and -the church, unto -Ceesar, and turned its .
. tisck upon God. Then the Lerd could do no mare-

: for them ag a church or as a nation.
possibly do, before its absolute and irvetrievable ruin =~

All he eoculd.

swept it out of ithe world, wasto.call out of it such -
as would receive him. Then he sent his message,
his 'gospel, to those people in that day, and there
were many who came from that apostate church to
the knowledge of God. He called out of them a
people for his name. By the gospel which Christ -
sent to that dpostate church, people were gathered
out, such as'would be saved, and then he gave them . -

@ warning that they were to flee Wwhen the whele

combination would be-destroyed. (

Then the preaching of the gospel went om; but
there are those prophecies—“ The mystery bf in-
iquity doth already work; “of your ownselves shall
men arise speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after then.” + In Romans 1:8 it is said that -
the genuine faith of ‘the church at Rome, was
* gpoken of throughout the whole world.” And so-
when shie went in the way of apostacy she became
famed for that throughout the world, The apostate
church was opposed to the Sabbath of the Lord, and
was determined to destroy i, and put the false sab-
bath. in its place, but' she could not do that of her-
self; and what did she have to do? In order fo do
it she had to join herself to Caesar. Just as the
Jewish church did to get Christ,the Lord of the Sab-
bath, out of the way, sodid the apostacy do to get the
Sabbath of the Lord out of'the way. Then that
made her Mystery, Babylon the. Great. That is fhe
next thing that is said of her: “ And upon her fore-’
head wag a name written, MYSTERY, BABRYLON.
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” That
is the chureh of Rome.

Then there came the Reformatmn God called
people out of Rome by Luther, others after him.
But every one of those churches joined themselves to
Caesar after the example of the mether, in every
place where they had a chance, except the Baptist -

. church--in RhoderIsland. All these others joined

themselves to Caesar .after the example of the
mother; and thus became  her daughters. Then -

"arose the new republic, and by its total separation

of the Church from all: connection with the State
established a new order of things, which is only the
order of things prescribed by the Lord for govern-
ment. Thus by her fundamental and constifutional
principles, ‘this pation shut away all the churches

-from a union with the State. Thug it stood unéil

1892: But in A, ». 1392, the professed Protestant
churches in the United States followed the example
of the orginal apostacy of the church of Rome. - And -

in order to get:rid of the Sabbath of the Lord and

exalt the false sabbath in its stead, these churches

Jjoined themselves to earthly power; to' the kingdom
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of hen —te Caesar. They turned their backs upon
the Lord ; they forsock the Lord, and joined them-
" selves to ancther; they turned away from the power
of God and put their trust in the power of men and
earthly government. These professed Protestant

churches of the United States have turned theirbacks .

upon the Lord, and joiped themselves to Caesar, as

certainly-as did the Jewish church and the Rom-

ish church beforethem: and for the same reasons

© and for the same purpose. What then? This as
certainly makes them the daughters of Babylon asg
certainly as the first greal apostacy made Rome

" Babylon the mother. And they have even said it.
“The Catholic Church the Mother of us all,” and
“the Protestant Episcopal church fhe beautiful
daughter of a beautiful mother ” is what a leading
Presbyterian paper published, from the pen of a
“Doctor of Divipity,” sometime ago; and not
one of them has ever denied it so far as I have seen
or heard.

They say it, and it is so. Until now these churches
had not joined themselves to the powers of the earth.
They had many bad ways; they were doing many
things that were out of harmony with the gospel;
they had fallen away from Christ; but a woman may
leave her husband, and yet not be joined to another
man'; there is hope for her still t6 come back to her
hushand. But when she has joined herself to an-
other man, What then?—8he is gone completely ;
she ig an adulteress indeed ; she can not be brought
back. Although they had wandered away from
Christ, yet they had not joined themselves to another
until 1892, Then they deliberately joined themselves
to another—- to the government of the United States,
and seized upon the power of this nation. They
made this their hushand, their dependence, and
source of help, instead of the Lord. Are not these
churches just as truly apostate as the Papal church
herself when she did it? Is not Babylon the mother
and daughters complete? What is she the mother
of ? —“ Harlots and abominations of the earth”;
(Rev. 17:4,5) and so they themselves are the daugh-
‘ters,— it has been said for them, and not one of them
has disputed it.

Then what comes next? I saw another mighty
angel come down from heaven having great power;
and the earth was lightened' with his glory. And he
eried mightily with a girong voice, saying, Babylon
the great is fallem, iz fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the” hold of every founl
gpirit, and & cage of every unclean and hateful
bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of
the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the
earth have committed fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through
the abundance of her delicacies. Awnd I heard

another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her,
my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues. TFor her sins have
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her
iniquities.”

And see the seventh plague. “ And the seventh an-
gel poured outhis vial into the air; and there came a
voice out of the temple in heaven, from the throne,
saying, It is done. And there Were voices; and
thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon
the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great.
And the great city was divided into three parts, and
the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came
in remembrance before God, to give unlo her the cup of the
wine 6f the fierceness of his wrath.”’

Then where are we in that line? What comes
next upon Babylon? The judgmentsof God. Then
by the direct work of the message, the next thing is
the seven last plagues, after our Work in that line is
dope. )

By the direct line of the hisiory of God’s dealings
with the nations, our nation stands to-day exactly
where the other nationg of the world have stood
when they turned their backs upon God and refused
to seek him any longer. We knew what eame upon
them. And as certainly as ruin comes upon those
nations, so cerfainly ruin awaits this nation. And the
influence of this naiion reaches allthe world.

Therefore when ruin comses upon this nation, it
comes also upon all the world, When these churches
which should call the people and nations fo seek
the Lord, have followed the example of apostasy
and forsaken the Lord and faught men to depend
upon earthly power, then what is the use of them
any longer in the workl? None. Then what hangs
over the churches? Destruction only, by the judg-
ments of God. Bui there are peeple of God in them,
and before the final fall and ruin God will call
them out. But that which calls them out is the third
angel’s message, the loud cry of the third angels mes-
sage. Then where are we, brethren? We are inthe
loud cry. Oh, then let that loud voice be heard.

Then there are three more lines to-night just as
distinet as the three we had last night, which shut
us up to the third angel’s message as it reads. -

I will read a passage that belongs right with that
one that we read lagh night:—

“ When God’s people humble the soul before him, individually
seeking his Holy Spirit with all the heart, there will be heard from
buman lips such a testimony as is represented in this Seripture:
¢ After these things I saw another angel come down fromm heaven
having great power, and the earth was lightened with hisglory.”

Now I read the other one, which connecls directly
with this: —
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“ Jesus longs to hestow the heayenly eudowmeng in large meas-
ure npon his people. Prayers are ascending to God daily for tke
fulfillment of the promise, and not one of the prayers put up in
faith is lost. [Prayers are ascending daily for it. Areyour prayers
amongst them ?] Cbrist ascended on high, leading captivity captive,
and gave gifts unto men. When after Christ’s aseension, the

’ Spirit came down as promised, like a rushing, mighty wind, filling
the whole place where the disciples were assembled what was the
effect 7 Thousands were eonverted in a day. We have taught,
we have expected that an angel is to come down from heaven, that
the earth will be lightened with his glory. Then We shail behold
an ingathering of souls gimilar to lhat witnessed on the day of
Pentecost.

“But this angel comes bearing no soft, sinooth message, but
words caleulated to stir the hearts of men to their very depths.
That angel is represented as crying wmightily with a strong voice,
saying, ‘‘Bahylon the great is fallem, is fallen, and is hecome the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage

of every unclean and hateful bird.” ‘ Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her
plagues.” Are we indeed as haman agencies, to co-operate with
the divine instrumentalities in sovnding the mesaage of this mighty
angel who is to lighten the earth with bis glory %72

Where are we? In the loud cry of the third
angel’s message. That angel’s message is to go, to
call God’s people out of Babylon. But the angel
comes down having great power. Then are we not
brought face to face with the demand for that power
that we mugt have, to be clothed with power from
on high, the power that iz brought by God’s Holy
Spirit? Are we not there? [Audience: “Yes”)]
Well, then, brethren, let us stay there. Let us stay
there, calling for that power, and depending wholly
upon it when it comes.
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