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Tar General Conference met again for the trans-
action of business, Wednesday, March 1, at 10:00
o'clock, 4. M, ’

Opening prayer was offered by Elder C. A. Wash-
burn,

The first matter brought up for consideration was
the report of the Committee on Education found on
page 533 of the BuLLuTIN,

Elder Haskell spoke to resclution 8, calling stten-
tion to the iinportance of our educational work, em-
phasizing the necessity of care being taken that the in-
struction given in our educational institutions should
be such as to give the proper mold, and most of all
be founded on the word of God. He spoke of the
dangers attending, and errors resulting from the use
of text-books which in their teachings of science, min-
gle error with truth, reading the following from an
article by Sister White, entitled * Books in Our

- 8chools,” whi¢h appeared in the Rrview of Nov.

10, 1891: —

“In the work of educating the youth i our schouls, it will he a
difficult matter to retain the influence of God’s Holy Spirit, and at
the same time hold fast to erromecus principles. The Hght shining
upon those who have eyes to see, cannot be mingled with the dark-

" zess of heresy and error found in many of the text-books reeom-
mended to the students in our ecHeges. Both teachers and puptls
have thought that in order to obtain an edueation, it was necessary
to study the productions of writers who teach infidelity, because
their works contain some hright gems of thought. But who was
the originator of these gems of thought? 1t was God and God
alone; for he is the source of afl Hght, Are not all things essential
for the health and growth of the gpiritual and moral nature found
in the pages of Holy Writ ¢ Is mot Christ our living head ¢ And
are not we to grow up in him to the full stature of men and
women ¢ Can an impure fountain send forth sweet waters ¢ Why

should we wade through the mass of error contained in the works
of pagans and infidels, for the sake of obtaining the benefit of a
few intelleetual truths, when all truth is at our command ?

“Man ean azccomplish nothing good without God. He is the
originator of every ray of light that has pierced the darkness of the
world. All that is of value comes from God, and helongs to him.
There is a reason that the agents of the enemy sowmetimes display
retnarkable w.sdom.  Satan himself was edncated and disciplined
in the beavenly courts, and he has a knowledge of good as well a8
of evil. He mingles the precious with the vile, and this is what
gives him his power of deceiving the 'sons of men. But beeanse
Satau bas stolen the livery of heaven in order that he may exercise
an influence in his usurped dominions, shall those who have been
sitting in darkness and have scen a greut lght, turn from the Iight
to reeommend darkness 2 Shall those who have known the ora-
cles of God recommend owr sindents 1o study the books that ex-
press pagan or infidel sentiments, that they may become intelli-
gent ¢ Satan has his agents, educated after his methods, inspired
by his spirit, and adupted to do his works; bat shall we co-operate
with them ¢ 8hall we. as Christiaus, recommend the works of his
agents 85 valuable, even essential to the attainment of an edu-
eation ?

“The Lord himsell has sigmfied that schocls should be estah-
Hshed among us in order that true knowledge may be ¢btained.
No teacher in our schools should suggest the idea that, in order
to have the vight discipline, it is essential to study text-hooks ex-
pressing pagan and infidel sentiments. Students who are thus
educated, are not competent to become educa’ors in their turn; lor
they are filled with the subtle sophlstries of the enemy  The study
of works that in any way express infidel sentiments is like hand-
Iing black coals, for a mar cannot be undefiled in mind who thinks
along the hne of skepticism, In goitng to sueh sources for knowl-
edge, aré we not turming away from the suow of Lebanon to drink
from the turbid water of the valley?” ‘

The reselution was adopted,
The first preamble of resolution 9 was changed to
read : —

Whereas, The Graysville (Tenn.) Academy which was established
by Eider G. W. Colcord upon his own financial responsibility, hut
wader the advics of the General Cunference Commitiee, has grown
to such proportions, ete.
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With this change resolutions 9 and 10 were
adopted.

Resolution 11 was spoken to by Ilders Kilgore,
Boyd, and Kinney, after which it was adopted.

" The report of the special committee appointed on
the matter of republishing the Bible studies given
during the Instifute and Conference, found on page
436 of the BuLreTiv, was called up and adopted
without discussion.

The report of the Committee on Resolutions, printed
on pages 436 and 437 of the BurLierin, was nexi
taken up.

Resolution 2% was spoken to by Elder O, A. Olsen,
(. H. Jones, ( Eldridge, Flder G. €. Tenney, J. G
Saunders, Elder M, C. Wilcox, ahd J. I Gibson, all
expressing themselves in favor of the spirit and
intent of the resolution.

Attention was called by W. A, Coleord to the fact
that resolution 29 gaid * General Conference Associa-
tion,” while resclutien 39, relating to a step in the
game direction, said * General Conference.” Upon
the suggestion of the Chair the word “ Assoctation”
in resolution 29, was dropped. With this change
the resolution was unanimously adopted.

(At this point a resolution in regard to the attitude
of the General Conference toward a certain proposed
measure now before the legislature of Tennessee,
supposedly in the interests of the denomination,
which was read the day before, but not printed, was
brought up and passed by & unanimous vote. The
resolution will appear in print later.)

"Resolution 80 was passed after changing the ex-
presgion “in clubs of twenty or more” to *in clubs
of ten or more.”

Resolutions 81, 32, and 83 were adopted as printed,

Resolution 24 was referred back to the Committee
from which it came.

Resolution 35, the one in regard to the exemption
" of church or other ecclesiastical property from tax-
ation, called out remarks from several.

A. F. Ballenger called attention to the fact that the
preamble stated that according to our belief in the
separation of Church and State, it is inconsistent for
the Church to receive from the State pecuniary gifts,
favors, or exemptions ** on religious grounds,” whereas
it is inconsistent for the Church fo receive such gifts,
favors, or exemptions on any ground. Upon motion

“these words were stricken from the preamble. )

While this resclution was still under discussion,
the noon hour having passed, Conference adjourned
to March 2, at 10: 00 o’clock, a. .

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom :
and the knowledge of the Holy is understanding.”

THE PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.—No. 9.

PROF. W. W. PRESCOTT.

Four weeks ago this evening we began this special
series of lessons on the promise of the Spirit; and if
yon recall it, among the very first things studied
was that we wanted to learn what stood in the way
of recelving the Spirit, because when that was learned
and that diffieulty remnoved, and the Spirit came in,
the Spirit itself would teach us more about itself in
a very short time than we could learn as a matter of
theory in an indefinite time. We have been trying
to work on that line, not only in this series of les-
gons, but in every lesson that has been given; and
I thought in some measure we were learning just a
little what that meant last Friday night.

Now is it not so, that everyone whose heart was
opened then to receive the Spirit learned more about
what the actual work of the Spirit ig, 30 that he knew
himself what that was, and when anycne speaks
about it he knows what it means, in a different way
than he ever knew before? That is so, isnt it? Yes.
Well, that is just the starting point; that is the be-
ginning of it. Butthat is simply in the line on which
we have been working, thatthe way might be cleared
so that the Spirit itself might come and tell us aboui
itself, that we might know from our own experience
what the movings of the Spirit are, and what the
Spirit does when it comes to us. I am more thank-
ful than I can tell, that it is the beginning to teach us
about these things itself.

I thought we could perhaps profitably consider
this evening something that theSeriptures speak of,
and put that right beside the experience that God
has given us already, and in this way be prepared
to recoguize the work of the Spirit. It is so easy for
us to get wrong ideas about these things, and in that
way we ourselves be deceived about it. I have
thought that some would have a wrong idea about
what is meant when we say that we must go forth
in the power of the Spirit, and that we must have
power when we go forth. I do not understand that
to mean that we are to come here to be congciously
loaded up, so that when we go from this place we
have a certain feeling of a consclous power in our
own selves that has been given to ug, and that we
Ieave it, and carry it with ug, and ecan handle it, as it
were, and meagure it, and look at if, and when we
need it take it out and use it. ‘“ All power is given
unto me in heaven andin earth. Go ye therefore.
... Lo, I am with you.” ‘

The power is in Christ, not in us, and the having
the power is the personal presence of Christ in us;
and that does not necessarily mean in the sense of
a thrill of power in us all the time; but i means an
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abiding faith that Christ isin us. And then when
we go oub, no matfer what the difficulties are, weare
not appalled by them ; because of the conscious faith
that Christ-is with us, and he is all powerful. Well,
-when he is with us in the fullness of his power, our
faith grasps him continually. It is not a question of
feeling the power, it 13 a guestion of knowing the
power; and if we fake counsel with our feelings when
difficulties arise, we will certainly be overthrown. It
is not a question of our feelings, or of our power; it
is a guestion that he abides in our hearts by faith,
and he is the power,

I will read you the following very familiar
scripture : —

“ Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient
for you that I go away; forif I go notaway, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart,
I will gend him unto you. And when he ig come,
he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteous-
ness, and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe
not on me; Of righteousness, becanse I go unto my
Father, and ye see me no more; Of judgment, be-
cause the prince of this world is judged. I have yet
many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now. Howbeit when he, the 8pirit of truth, is
cotne, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall
not speak of himself: but whatsoever he shall hear,

_that shall he speak: and hewill show you t‘mngs to

come. He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of
ming, and shall show it unto you.” John 16:7-14,

Notice how positively the. work of the Spirit is
stated. The Spirit is to do a certain work, and what
it is to do ig in a pogitive, unwavering manner; and
just as here it is stated distinctly and positively what
he will do, it s just as true that the one who is im-
bued with the Spirit will also bear the positive, un-
wavering festimony. It isas true when the Spirit
works now through the one who gives the testimony
as in that case.

How many are the statements and admonitions
that have come of late with reference to giving the
positive, earnest testimony; it is not now time to
hesitate, to question, but the watchman is to give the
trumpet a certain sound. If one does not give the
trumpet a certain sound, who will prepare himselt
for the battle? Ifistime that the positive, earnest
testimony be given in a positive, earnest manner,
Those who go out with the message are to.know
what the message is, and then they are to carry it as

-though they believed the message with all their

souls, and put their whole life right into it.  If there
ig any mental regervation, or anything of that kind,
it will be a death-trap to them, as well ag to others.
There is no other way now than to be positive in the
work of God as never before. If we have ever been
wavering or hesitating, it is time for that to be put

away. DBut that does not mean for us to be defiant.
It is a very, very different thing to go forth and de-
clare the message of God with positiveness, without
wavering, and going outin a defiant spirit. Remem-
ber that Christ never showed that defiant spirit in all
his teachings.

Now we see what the positive testzmony of the
Comiorter will do. He will convince the world of
sin, and of rightecusness, and of judgment. He will
convince of gin in our own hearts, and he will show
to s more and more God’s idea of sin, not our idea
of sin. You know there is a very wide difference:
The Spirit is to convince us of God’s idea and God’s
view, of what sin is.

I notice that many here have from time to time agked
the Lord to show them themselves just as he saw
them ; and I suppose that is onme petition that the
Lord saw best not to grant us. And I don’t believe
we oughttoask him to do it. Now you see what the
effectis apt to be when he begins to show us ourselves;
we begin to question right off whether the Lord loves
us or not, and whether the Lord can save us or not,
and whether the Lord can take any one of such a
character as that and fit him for his kingdom; I
had no idea of my character.

Well, the Lord probably has not begun to show
us ourselves as he sees us; I do not suppose we
have any idea, or any conception at all, of the way
we look in God’s sight; if we had, I suppose we
would wonder more and more that he ever thought
he could make anything out of us fit for his king-
dom. But let him have his own way about that,
and do it in.his own way, and in hig own time.
Just let him do that as he thinks best. He wants
that we should be fitted for his kingdom. ; he wants
that everything that is unlike Christ shall be re-
moved from us; and he will take the very best way
to do it, if we will just let him.

Now, how ig it that we are convinced of sin our-
selves? It iz when we see Jesus Christ. There is
nothing about sin by which looking at'sin convinces
us of the enormity of sin; we are not convinced
about it in that way. We are convineed of the char-
acter of sin, and the enormity of sin, when we look
at rightecusness —just the opposite. It ic by the
contrast befween sin and righteousness that we get
an idea of what gin is. 8in cannot be explained;
if it could be explained, thers would be excuse for
it. It cannot be explained. The way to tell about
it, as to what it is, is to contemplate the character of
Fesus Chrigt—the righteousness of Jesus Christ.

God’s Spirit is to convinee us iu respect of sin in
several ways. It does not stop by convineing us of
the enormity 8f sin. Now the Spirit of God con-
vinces us of sin; and Satan brings past sins to us.
God’s Spirit never brings up a sin to us, and con-
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vinces us in respect of that sin, when once it has
been heartily confessed and forgiven; but the devil
never brings up any other kind. What is the pur-
. pose that God has in bringing up sin to us? ftis
that he may forgive it and remove it from us, That
is s0. So the Spirit is the Comforter all the time;
it is the Comforter that convinces us in respect of
sin.

But when that is done, and the sin is forgiven,
then what? Then the devil takes hold of that
case ; then he begins to tell us about that sin, and
he says, What a sinner you are. He did not say
that before. Didn't he know it before? Why cer-
tainly. But he did not want us to know it. He did
not want us to think anything about it. His very
purpose is to keep us right there. Now God’s pur-
pose is to bring us out of that condition, and he
wants us to co-operate with him in that work —that
is always the case in any work he does with us and
for us— God says, See that sin, I want to take it
away. We say, That is so, I see that sin; take it.
He wants to take it, and we give it to him, and he
takes it and puts it as far from us as the east is from
the west; he put it behind his back; he puts.it into
the depths of the sea. Then the devil says, Look at
that sin, do you see that sin? Now what are we
goingtosay? [Congregation: “ No.”] Hesays, Don’t
vou see 1t right there? Well, if you will always
say “no,” and that it is nof there, he will not catch
you on that point. But he says, Don’t you see that
sin? Then perhaps you say, Where? He says,
Right there in front of you, don't yousee it? Well,
I thought that sin had been taken away. Well,
don’t you see it iz not? Well, I declare, I was
taught to believe that the Lord would take away my
sing. Well, don’t you see he has not.

Now, every time you answer him bhack you begin
to hesitate more and more, and pretty soon you
think the sin is right there, and you will agree with
him; and then what? Then that sin is present;
just so far as your experience is concerned, it is right
there; is that not so ? What does he bring it up for?
Because he wants to try and convince you and me
that the Lord does not forgive it, and he starts right
in on that same old line that he did at first. What
was it he said ? Cannot you eat of the fruit in this
garden? The answer was, We can eat of every fruit

in the garden but that one tree; we cannot touch .

that. Why not? Because if we do we will die.
How do you know you will die? God said so
That is not so. God knows that the day you eat
thereof you will become as gods, and know good and
evil. Well, I guessthat is so.

You will remember the instructions®how we can
recognize the voice of the true Shepherd; and if it is
not the Shepherd’s voice we know whose voice it is

talking that way. We have the authority of the
Scripture to say to him every day and every night,
and every hour of the day and night, You are a liar.
[Congregation: “ Amen.”] That is not very polite
language, but it is my candid opinion that he does’
not deserve any great courtesy when he comes to us
in that way. I do not think we want to treat him so
well that he will want o stay arcund. I should say, -
get up and call him a liar, and say to him, “ Get out
of here.” Now we have a promise that he will go
out, —if we resist the devil he will flee from us,
Now I tell you that the devil himself really
feels that every soul who grasps the word of. God,
and has faith in Jesus Christ, can hurl anything and
everything at him, and he will he perfectly helpless.

You remember the word that we read here yester-
day, where it says the devil looks atthe saints of God
who are taking hold of this truth in this way as an
Impregnable fortress, and it s incomprehensible to
him. That is just the way the Lord wants it to be.
The Lord does not want hig children to be down all
the time, to be overcome by Batan; he wants them
to be victorious all the time. [Congregation:
“ Amen.”] And victory now does not consist of a
flight of feeling; victory consists in the faith that
grasps the victory all the time, no matter whether it
be darkness or light ; no matter what itis. In spite
of everything, it says, Victory, Victory ; Thanks be
unto God which always causeth us to triumph in
Christ. Then we are not to take counsel of cthers;
we are not to take counsel of our friends; we are to
take counsel only of Christ Jesus. He has the power
and he wants each his of children to be victorious all
time.

The Spirit convinces us of sin as a Comforter;
and while it will perhaps give us views of sin —just
so far as we are able to bear —it does not stop there.
The devil shows us these things for the purpose of
discouraging us and holding us in sin; but the
Spirit of God shows us these things for the purpose
of bringing us out. And so it brings words of com-
fort, words of life, words of cheer right with the sin.
Now those who know what it is to be reproved by
the Spirit of God in a special way and to accept that
reproof and yield to it have known some of the most
comforting experiences of their lives right in that.
We say we can hardly understand how that can
be; but it is so. The Spirit that convinces of sin is
the Comforter.

But while the Spirit convinces us in respect of sin
and that we have need to be relieved of sin; it alse
convinces us in just ag positive 2 manner, if we will
accept the same testimony, of the forgiveness of sin
just as positive that the sin has been forgiven as that
it was there in the first place. And we want to step
right along with this instruction of the Spirit, sothat
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when it convinces us with respect of sin that we are
sinful, we are to know by the same convincing pow-
erthat God forgives thoze sins. 8o, when hesays to
as, I we confess our sifs, he is faithful and just to

- forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright-

eousness,” we are to be just as sure of that as we
were sure that we were sinful.

That is where many in their practical experience
rest nnder 2 clond all the time. They are perfectly
willing to acknowledge that the Spirit speaks to

. them when it reproves them of sin and tells them

they are sinners. But when the Spirit brings also

" the word of forgiveness, they hesitate and question,

and doubt over that. You know many persons who
have had the same experience. When you have
gone out to labor you have found those who have
been professed Christians for years and years, and
you have worked perbaps half an hour to get them
to say positively and plainly, just the simple state-
ment, I know that my sing are forgiven. Why, von
know how that, 18 without referring to some cases
where you have labored, don’t you? [Voices: Yes.]

We used to think it was presumption to say we
knew our sins were forgiven, It was all right to say
we knew we were sinners. The Lord was right
when he told us that, but when he told us that he

* had forgiven the sin and that we were made right-

eous by the power of his word speaking rightecus-
ness to us, then we doubted that, and we thought it
was presumoption to say that. Well, God has been
teaching us that all that he says to us is true, and
that we are to say Amen to what he says and take

" it just as he says it for all that he says.

That is what he wants us to do. He will take
care of his truth. When we just stick to what the
Word of God says, there is no trouble. I you can-
not explain it, do not try to explain it. Keep say-
ing over what he says. You cannot go wrong then.
If you do not understand it, and cannot see light in
it, you keep right on saying what he says.

I was troubled over that for some time. I did not
dare to gay anything else than what he says, and be-
cause I did not know what there was in it T was very

“careful fo uge exactly the words that he used, for I

feared if I should use any other language g different
meaning than the right one would be given to 1. It
helped me just to believe the very words, and so I
kept on saying them, being careful not to turn th
or twist them in the least, and after a while I began
to see what they meant. And the experience of
those words came to my life and I began to be miore
and more thankful for them, although I could not
understand whatI was saying when I preached them.
It is safe always to say just what the Lord says,

He will convinge of sin, and then convince that
that sin is forgiven. - You will remember when the

.50 that they said, “ What shall we do?”

a\postlesf went out to preach, and the Spirit came
down upon them. You know what a simple story
they told,— about Jesus and him crucified, and kow
the Lord raised him up from the dead, and thus the
Seriptures were fulfilled in him. Right after that
they were convicted of sin. What was'it that con-
victed them? That story has been told thousands
and thousands of times since in every lang, some-
times with apparently no effect, and sometimes with
much of the same effect a5 at that time. What wasg
it that gave the effect, that convicted them of sin?
It was the
Spirit convicting them of sin. “Then Peter said
nnto them, Repent, and be baptized everyone of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remigsion of ging,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
Acts 2:88. And there were three thousand that
received the further convietion of righteousness.

Now notice, Peter told them of circumstances with
the outward nature of which they were perfectly
familiar, It was no news in Jerusalem to tell them
that Chrigt had been crucified. The circumstances
were perfectly familiar to them. But it was the
Spirit that brought this thing before their minds in
such a way that they saw what they had done when
they crucified Jesus Christ. The Spirit knows these
things. “For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in himm, even so
the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of
God.” You let one be telling that simple story, and

" it may be that it means a great deal more to some

one who hears it than to the one who tellsit. It is
very possible for that to beso. The Spirit works
with the one who hears, and presents to him the real
picture. The words draw the attention of the mind
to a certain line of thought, but it is the Spirit that
repeats that in its fullness to the wind, and when it-
does that with the power of the Spirit, and the real
picture iz presented; the real Christ is presented;
the real righteousness of Christ is presented, then
comes with it the conviction of how far we are differ-
ent from that.

Sin is the transgression of the law. Sinis the be-
ing different from God; being out of harmony with
him. Now when the real picture of Christ is presen-
ted. and the Spirit interprets the character of Christ,
there comes & perfectly overwhelming consciousness
of how different we are from that, and along with it
is awakened the desire to be like that. You see the
Spirit is not to discourage us by showing us the diff-
erence, and to encourage in our hearts the desire to
be like Christ, to havethe same character.

So the Spirit convinces us of gin.  Buf it convinces
ug of rightecusness. That is, as already brought out,
the Spirit gives us a trae idea of righteousness.
Whose righteousness? - Christ’s, to be sure. Now
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the Spirit convinces in respect of sin, “ becatise they
believe not on me” “Thou shalt call his name
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”
“There is none other name under heaven given
ameng men, whereby we must be saved.” “Asmany
as received him, to them gave he power to become
sons of (God : even to them that believe on his name.”
It was through faith in his name that the lame man
was healed. Tt isthrough faith in his name that we
are healed. And it is the enly escape frem sin, and
those who do not believe on Christ are still in their
sing. Tt does not make any difference about the pro-
fession. It is a guestion of actual experience.

No one can know Glod except the one to whom

the Son revealeth him. Now if Christ is rejected,
there is ne channel through which God can be re-
vealed to the man, and so all he will know about
God will be his own ides of Ged. And the veriest
heathen that makes a woodén Image, sets it up ag
his idea of God, and worships i, is no more an
idolater than is the most highly educated and eivil-
ized man in the werld who tries fo wership a God
he does not know, except by the mental image he
has set up in his mind. There is no difference in
the principle of 14 It is enly by seeing Christ that
God can be revealed to anyone. “ No man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man
the Father, save the Son, and he to whemseever the
Son will reveal him.” Matt. 11:27. God is revealed
to the world in Jesus Christ, and when Jesus Chrigt
is refused, and rejected, there is no way that a man
can learn (Ged and what he is.

Now he cenvinces us of the righteousness of Ged
in Christ,—the righteousness of Christ. And he
convinces us that that is a wenderfully desirable
thing te have, and then he goes on and says that we

" can have it, and from that he convinces us that we
“have it, if we follow bim. THe proves to us that the
‘righteousness of Christ—the character of God in
Christ,—is wonderfully attractive. And he will conr-
vince us that there was never any other righteous-
ness ; that there can never be any other rightecus-
ness. Then away goes all thought of our own right-
eousness. We have no righteousness! The very
contrast you see bebween his righteousness and ours
convinees us that ours is all wreng, What a contrast
between that garment woven in the loom of heaven,
in which there is not a single thread of human in-
vention, and our garments! We see right off that
our garments are nothing out filthy rags, —nothing
elge. That is rightecusness; it iz the only righteous-
ness; it is the righteousness that we must have.

But he says he will convinee of righteousness,
“hecause I go unto the Father, and ye see me ne
mere” When Christ was here in this world he was
interpreting to the world the righteousness of God.

- rightecusness of God is.

Now you see at once that the rightecusness of God is
not a theory. It isa living experience, and he was
presenting to the world in himgelf the righteousness
of God; he was interpreting to the world what the
Nothing can separate the’
righteousness from the life. Righteousness is net a
theory that is to be held separate from the life. The
righteousness of God in Christ was the life of Christ.
But he has gone away. He is net here before the
world presenting the righteousness of God In person,
but he says that when he goes he will send the Com-
forter to do that work. He will send the Spirit that
will still interpret the character of God ; because the
Spirit brings the personal presence of Christ just as
hefore. He will manifest himself o us as he does
not to the world, and the personal presence of Chris,
by the Spirit will show us the righteousness of God
just the same. The difference is in our favor; be-
cause the union is closerthan when he was persenally
present with his disciples,

Then he was to convince of judgment, because the
prince of this world is judged. [Here a lady in the
andience arose and said that she praised the Leord
because he,convinced her of rightecusness; to which
the speakerreplied : “ He does convince you of right-
eousness? Praise the Lord. I hope he is convinc-
Ing many hearts of righteousness right here.”]

I will read on this peint of judgment: “For Geod
sent not hiz Son info this world te condemn the
world ; but that the wotld through him might be
saved. He that believeth on him is net condemned.”
Now what is the proof as to whether we are con-
demned or not? He that believeth on him is not
condemned. That is whatthe Lordsaystous. “Ie
that belisveth net is condemned already; because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begot-
ten Son of God ; and this is the condemnation, that
light is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”
John 8:17-19,

Ogn this point also read further: “J am comea
light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me
should net abide in darkness. And if any man hear
my words, and believe not, I judge him not; for I
came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He
that refecteth me, and receiveth not my word, hath
one that judgeth him; the word that I have spoken,
thg samne ghall judge him in the last day. John 12:
4648, The word *“ judge " used here is the same
word as used in the third chanter “condemn,” and
in thesixteenth chapter as “ jndgment,” and “ judge.”

It is utterly impossible for me, and I have been
thinking about this scripture for years, to ses a half
or a quarter of what is in it. DBut some thoughts
that have come to me on this question of condemna-
tion have helped me, and I will give them to you if
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. they may possibly aid you in the study of the sub-

ject.

He will convince you concerning condemnation.,
Now the purpose of the Spirit in revealing sin to us,
and in revealing the righteousness of God to us iz
not to bring condemnation upon us, but to save us
from condercnation. The purpose is not, I will con-
vince you that you are a sinner, and then convince
\_ you that you are condemned. No, the work of the
SBpirit is to convince us that that condermnation
" has been iaken away. Sin means death. “ Where-
fore as by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin and so death passed upon all
men.” Rom. 5:12. As though my name were
written on this page, and right opposite is my con-
demnation.
demnation; my life is my condemnation. Now I
accept Jesus Christ and his righteousness by faith.
By faith T say, All that is wiped out. By faith I say
The life of Chist: write that in place of it; for there
is no condemnation in him. Now the Spirit con-
vinces me that that condemmation is taken away;
that the sentence stands no more; and that my
name is entered in the hook of the life of the Lamb.

T notice that it says, He convinces of judgment or
- condemnation, because, “ The prince of this world is
judged.” The revised version says, “hath been
judged.” On thiz point let me read: “Jesus ans-
wered afld said, This voice came not because ot
me, but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this
world: now shall the prince of this world be cast
out. And L if T be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me. This he said, signifying
what death he should die.” John 12: 80-33.

Now you see that the judgment of this world and
the casting forth of Satan are connected with the
death on the cross. * Forasmuch then as the chil-
dren are partakers of flesh and blood, he also him-
self likewise took part of the same; that through
death he might destroy him that had the power ot
death, -that is, the devil; and deliver them who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.” Heb. 2:14, 15. The thought is that
the death of Christ on the cross is what takes away
our condemnation, and seals the condemnation of
. Satan. Now the two want to go together; it takes
away our condemnation, but it forever fixes the
condemmation of Satan. Satan knew that. And
did he not make every effoert possible to defeat it?
To prevent it, you see, would have a double mean-
ing for him. It meant preventing our being saved,
and preventing his death being eternal.

Now the Bpirit convinces us concerning condem-

nation ; because the prince of this world hath been
judged or condemned. What was it that condemmed
the prince of this world and forever sealed his case?

The very deeds4hatI do are my con-

It was the death of Christ. What iz it that fakes
away our condemnation, and gives us life, and peace,
and joy? The same death of Christ. The cross es-
timates what sin is; and sin can only be understood
in the light of the cross. The cross estimates the
value of eternal life, and eternal life can only be
properly appreciated and valued in the light of the
cross- of Jesus Christ. Hverything gathers right
there, in Christ and him crucified. 8o Paul said he
was to know nothing but Jesus Christ and him cru-
cified. '

Notice this thought. When Christ was on the
cross, they reviled him., Then they said, If thou be
the Son of God, come down from the cross; . . . he
saved others, himself he cannot save” Yet, that
very moment of his deepest humiliation, was the
hour of his greatest victory. It was then he made
gure our escape from condemnation. Looking at it
in another way, It was then that he savéd both him-
seif and us. They reviled him, saying that he could
neither save himself nor others. But in his refusing
to listen to their revilings and come down from the
cross, he gaved both himself and us.

It is a wonderful thought to me that after Christ
had come here to this earth and taken on him our
nature, then he put himself right where we are.
The only way back to heaven for us is by way of the
cross.  The only way back to heaven for him wasby
the way of the crogs. Then comes in that wondrous
thought that when he was in heaven and was sure of
all heaven, and we were Jost and deserved to be Iost,’
he put himself where he himself rigked the loss of
heaven in order that he might share heaven with you
and me. That is the love of God in Jesus Christ,

Now the Spirit comes and convineces of sin; it

_ convinces of righteousness; and then it convinces

that the condemnation hag passed away, and wit-
nesses that we are the sons of God.  Now, I say, let
us welcome such an offer from God as that. Just
open wide the heart and let it come in.  Just e it.
And let it convince of sin; for when the Comforter
convinces of sin there is comfort in it, Thereiza
purpose in it. It is a very different thing when the
devil convinces of sin. Let the Spirit come in and
convinee us of just what we need to be convinced of.
But do not forget that while it convinces of sin, the
game Spirit convinces of righteousness, and that the
righteousness of Christ. And it convinces us in
respect of condemnation ; that the condemnation of
sin and Satan is fixed ; that our release from con-
demnation is complete. Then we can thank God for
the Spirit.

“Now the Lord iz that Spirit; and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” . 2 Cor. §: 17.-
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THE THIRD ANGEL'S MESSAGE —WN0. 20

ELDER A. T. JONES.

Brcinnixg just where we stopped lasgt night—the
thought last night, and what we wanted to dwell
upen particularly last night, was to find God in
Christ in hie word in creation; in creating, preserv-
ing, holding together and holding up, all things.

Six davs he employed in creating, and then the
record is (Gen. 2:1-3): “Thus the heavens and
the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
And on the seventh day God ended his work which
he had made. And God blessed the seventh day,
and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested

_from all his work which God created and made.”
And this made it the Sabbath day for man ; but the
thought still before us is that the Sabbath is the sign
that he i3 what he Is, in creating, and in all things
else that he is; at the same time, however, that all
things that he is, is in the fact that he is Creator.

Then, when he had finished creating, he rested
and was refreshed, that is, took delight in the refleet-
‘ton in the created things, of the thought of his mind,
the completion of the purpose, as it was manifested
in the finished creation. That is the thought in the
word “ refreshed ” in Exodus 31:17. Six days he
employed in making the heavens and the earth,and
“the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed,”
took delight, rejoiced in his completed purpose, in the
creation — the purpose that was in his mind before
creation was spoken into existence. Then he blessed
the day, made it holy and eanctified it. Therefore
the commandment tells us: “Remember the Sab-
bath day, ” that is, the rest day, “to keep it holy;
gix days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
But the seventh day is the ” rest, — “ the Sabbath” —
the rest “ of the Lorp thy Gop.” Whose rest is it?
[Congregation: * God’s.”] Whose rest is it then that
we should take and enjoy omn the Sabbath day?
[Congregation: “ Geds.”] Then the man who takes
his own rést, and enjoys his own rest and not the
Lord’s rest, does he keep the Sabbath? [Congrega-
tion: “No”] Hren if he does it on Saturday?
[Congregation: “ No.” ] He keeps Saturday, doesn't
he? [Congregation: “Yes.”] A man who takes his
own rest on Saturday, even though he enjoys his
rest on that day, is not keeping the Sabbath, the
Lord’s rest, and even though he enjoys it, he keeps
Saturday only and not Sabbath,

The man who receives and enjoys the Lord’s vest on
the seventh day, he keeps the Sabbath, because it is
God’s rest that he keeps. That is what he does.
Tt 19 God’s rest day. “8ix days shalt thou labor,
and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the”
rest of the LORD thy God, not yours. I% iz his;

his rest; and, when we remember the rest day, whose
rest day is it we remember? Qurs, or his? [Congrega-
tion: “The Lord’s.”] Yes, the Lords. It is alto-
gether God’s rest, and the idea of God’s rest in the
thought of the Sabbath commandment, and the
reasons that are given in the commandment, are the
same. We are to work six days. Thereason is: be-
cauge the Lord in making heaven and earth
worked six days, and rested the seventh. And we
are to rest the seventh day, because the Lord rested,
and blessed it, and sanctified it, and hallowed it.

What kind of rest was that, or is that, which is in
the seventh day? [Congregation: “ Refreshing.”]
Whose refreshing? [Congregation: “ God’s.””] What
is God? [Congregation: “Spirit.”] God is Spirit.
The only kind of rest which he could possibly have
is spiritual rest. Then, the man who does not ob-
tain and enjoy spiritual rest in the seventh day, he
does not keep the Sabbath, because Sabbath rest is
spiritual rest; it is God’s rest, and that alone. It is
spiritual rest, and the Sabbath is a spiritual thing,
and God’s rest is in the day; spiritual rest iz in the
day. And by observing the day by faith —* spirit-
ual things are spiritually discerned "—by observing
the day by faith, that spiritual rest comes to him
who obgerves the Sabbath. That spiritual rest which
God put into the day, which became a part of the
day, that spiritual rest which iz there, comes to a
man and is enjoyed and known by him who keeps
the Sabbath, the only way it can be kept, by faith
in Jesus.

Then he blessed the day. Then the blessing of
God is alsoin the day; the restof God isin the day ;
and the joy that we have found, the refreshing, the
delighting, the joy of the Lord is also in the day.
The blessing of the Lord is in it, too; for he blessed-
the day. Now, is that blessing in the day yet?
[Congregation: “ Yes.,”] Ifa man doesnot observe
it, or pays no atfention to if, is the blessing in i4?
[Congregation: “ Yes.”] But it does not reach the
man, if he does not believe.

Now the thought we had last night — the force of
the word of God —the word of God, which spoke
the worlds into exisience, what effect has it on the
worlds, and has it had since that day? [Congrega-
tion: “It upholds them.”] That word that he
gpoke then keeps the worlds together and in their
courses ever since. How long willit doso? [Con-
gregation: * Forever”] *“The word of our God
abideth forever.”

Now, there is the word of God, that he blessed the
seventh day. What is the effect of that blessing
which, away back there, he put upon the day? It.
is there yet, and it will always remain there, because
to all eternity it will be a fact that God did bless the
seventh day ; that, he himself cannot contradict, you
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see. He, himgelf, cannot say that he did not bless
the seventh day, for he says he did. Even if he
should blos out the whole of creation, it would still
be a fact that he blessed the seventh day when it was
there. Wouldn'tit? [Congregation: * Yes.”] Then
that is settled. Then, to all eternity it will remain a
fact that God did bless the seventh day. And just
ag long as 1t remains a fact that he did it, so long will
it remain a fact that the blessing of God is in it, and
g0 long it will remain a faet that the man who
observes it as only the Sabbath can be observed —
by faith in Jesus— he will get the blessing of God
out of it and enjoy it as such.

Now, referring to the first chapter of Genesis, -

there we read in the twenty-seventh and twenty-
eighth verses: “ God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him; male and
fernale created he them. And God blessed them.”
What day was that? [Congregation: “The sixth
day.”] Then God blessed the man belote he blessed
the seventh day. That Is settled, is it not? [Congre-
gation: “ Yes””] Now,is it as much of a certainty
that he blessed the day, as it s that he blessed the
man ? [Congregation: * Yes.”] Isthe blessing with
which he blessed the day, as real as the blessing with
which he blessed the man? [Congregation: © Just
the same.”] 15 is as real What was the blessing ?
Whose blessing was it that he put upon the man?
[Congregation: “The blessing of God.”] Whose
blessing did he put upon the day? [Congregation:
“God’s blessing.”] Well, then, when that blessed man
came to that blessed day, did he receive additional
blessing in the day beyond what be had, before he
came to the day? [Congregation: * Yes.”]
Then*the Sabbath was intended to bring to man,
who was already blessed of God with spiritual bless-

ings —the Sabbath was to bring to man additional -

gpiritual blessings.
gation: “Yes.”]
abldeth forever.”

Well, iz that g0 still? [Congré-
“The word of God liveth and
It 18 80 now.

Well then he made the day holy. But wha! made

the day boly? Now, I need not go through the
texts ox this; you have had these in Brother Pres-
cott’s talk Sabbath before last. What was it that
made the day holy? [Congregation: “The pres-
ence of God.””} The presence of God makes things
holy ; it makes a place holy; it makes a2 man holy;
The presence of God made the day holy. Then, the
holiness of God is atiached to the day ; .the presence
of God, the holy presence of God, is attached to the
seventh or Sabbath day. Well then, when the man
comes to that day, as only man can come to i,
spiritually-minded —with the mind of the Spirit of
God-—and receives the spiritual rest, the spiritual
refreshmg that isin it, the spiritual b]esmmcF that is
in it, does he not-also receive that presence, become a

pariaker of that presence, in which is the holiness of
God to transform him. e does indeed. And that
is Sabbath-keening. .

Well, then, he sanaified the day, but I need not
rehearse those texts either. What is it that sancti-
fies? [Congregation : “ The presence of God.”] Then
the presence of God, his sanctifying power is in the
seventh day. Is that s0? [Congregation: * Yes.”]
Then the man who comes to the Sabbath of the
Lord according to the Lord’s idea of the Sabbath of
the Lord, and his intent; obtains spiritual rest; he
finds that there ; he finds spiritual refreshing, delight;
he finds spiritual blessing; he finds the présence.of
God, and the holiness which that presence brings to
transform him; and ke finds that sanotifyin power
in that presence which sanctified the aay to sanc-
tify hir.

For what purpose wag all thig done? Why was-
the Sabbath made? [Congregation: “ For man.”]
It wasmade for man. Well then, God rested and
put his spiritual rest upon the day for man, did he?
[Congregation: * Yes””] God’s refreshing, his re-
joleing in that day wasg for man; the blessing with
which he blessed it, was for man ; the holiness which
his presence brought to it, and whish his presence
gave to it, was for man; his presence sanctifying it
was for man. Well then, was it not that man
through the Sabbath might be a partaker of his pres-
ence and be made acguainfed by living experience
with the spiritual rest of God, the spiritual blessing,-
the holiness, the presence of Grod to make holy, the
presence of God to sanctify him ?  Is not that- what
God intended the Sabbath to bring to man? Well,
the man who gets all that in the Sabbath is the man
who is a Sabbath-keeper. .dnd he knows @, too. He
knows it, and be is delighted to know it.

Now another thing. Who was the real present.

agent in ereating ?  [Congregation: * Christ.”]
Who was it that rested? [Congregation: “ Christ.”]
Who was refreshed? [Congregation: ¢ Christ.”]

Who blessed? [Congregation: * Christ.”] Whose-
presence made it holy? [Congregation: “Christ’s.”]
Whose presence is in the day? [Congregation:
“ Christ’s.”] Then the man whom the presence of Jesus
Christ does mot sanctify, and does not make holy and does
not bless, and to whom 4 does not bring rest, why, he can’t
keep the Subbath. Don’t you see, it is only with Christ
in the man, that the Sabbath can be kept; because
the Sabbath brings, and hag in it, the presence of
Christ.

So you see when God set up the Sabbath, he had’
set creation all before man to start with, and man
could see God in creation. But, the Lord wanted to
get nearer to man than that; man could study cre-
ation and find a knowledge abewt God. But God
wanted him to have the knowledge of God. In
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-creation he could know abow! him; in the Sabbath
he would know /ém ; because the Sabbath brings the
living presence, the sanctifying presence, the hallow-
ing presence, of Jesus Christ, to the man who ob-
serves it indeed. Therefore we see the creation was
before man, and he could study God in creation, and
thus know gbout hin; but God came nearer than
that, and set up that which signifies that God is what
he is; and when the man would find what God is
there, then he would not only know aboul him
Jrom the created things, but would know him 4n him-
self. '

So then, the original purpose of God in creation,
and the Sabbath as the sign of it, was that man
might know God as ke is and what he is fo the world
in and through Jesus Christ. Is not that so?
gregation: “Yes.”] Dwo.you see that? [Congrega-
tion: “Yes.”] What is at for now, then? [Congrega-
tion: “The same.”]

Now, another thought here. The Sabbath was
‘thus made at the end of creation, and the real thing
that made creation week. The Sabbath, then, was
2 sign of the power of God, manifested In Jesus
Christ, and the sign of a finished creation — the sign
of God as manifested in Jesus Christ in a completed
and finished creation. He saw all that he had
made in the {ive days, and behold it was good; but
when it comes to the sixth day, he saw all things,
and behold it was very good. Gen. 1:31. And his
purpose stood completed. “Thus the heavens and
the earth were finished, and all the host of them,”
and there they were, the expression of the thought

' that was in his mind, that the word expressed when
he spoke them into existence. Then the Sabbath
—the “gign that I am the Lord your God;” be-
canse in six days he made heaven and earth, and on
the seventh day he rested and was refreshed —is
the sign of the {inished and completed work of God
in creation.

Now let us go on from that. Did man, at that
time, in the garden of Eden, standing as God made
him, know all of God that he ever could know?

Congregation : “ No.””] Then, as each Sabbath da
2 ; Y.

came, it would bring to him additional knowledge
and presence of God. But who is this? [Congrega-
tion: “ Chrigt’”] Additional knowledge and presence
of Christ in himself. Then, if he had remained faith-
ful, he would still have grown in the knowledge of
God, in himself, in his own experience, growing more
and more in all that the nature of God is. But, he
did o't stay there. He did n’t remain faithful. The
creation was completed as'God finished it, and all the
host of them, and they were according to his own
mind. That is so. But Satan came in and swung
ran and all this world clear out of God’s purpose

. entirely. Didn’t he? [Congregation: “ Yes””] Re-.

[Con-

versed God’s order, so that, where God was reflected
to man’s mind in all things above and in man him-
self before, now, Satan is reflected in man, and that
puts & blur upon the reflection of God in anything,
80 that the matural man does not see God, even in
nature.

Well, then, when Satan had swung this out of
God’s purpose, and turned it about and reversed
God’s order, the Lord did not leave it then. He
said, “T will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed.” That
broke the power of Saian over man to that extent
that it released him from total depravity; set him
free to find God. But, in whom was that done?
[Congregation: “ Christ.”} Christ again. God in
Christ wants to bring man and the world back again
into his orginal purpose. And was it not the same
power in Christ, and by the same means — his
word — that he would bring back men and the world
into his purpose, that produced them in the first
place? [Congregation: *Yes."”]

It was God in Christ, by his word, that produced
the world and man, in the first place. Now, Satan
has taken it all away from God, and turned it con-
trary to God’s purpose. Now, it is God in Christ,
by his word, that brings men and the world back
info his purpose. Then, is not the work of Salvation
simply the power of God in another way than that
which brought all things in the first place? In
other words, is not salvation creation? Assuredly.

Now, another thought on that to see it still more
plainly, if need be. Is God’s original purpose in
creation completed now? [Congregation: “ No.”"]
It was completed, but is it now? [Congregation:
“No.”} No, sir. When the salvation of mankind is
completed will his original purpose then be completed?
[Congregation: “Yes.”] Then what is the work of
salvation but God’s carrying out and comnpleting his
original purpose in creation? [Voices: “ It ig the
same thing.”] “My Father worketh hitherto and I
work,” Then what can the work of salvation be but
original work of creation? The same God, in the
same Son, by the same means, to accomplish the
gsame purpose. Well, then ian’ the sign of this work
in salvation the same as the sign of that work in crea-
tion £2—To be sure it is.

Then the Sabbath of the Lord i$ just as certainly
the sign of the.creative power of God manifested in
Jesus Christ-through his word, n the salvation of my
soul, as it was in the making of this world in the first
place.

But God is revealed everywhere in Christ, in all
places, you see; that is the thought before us con-
tinually. Then his name is T AM WIAT I AM ;
but what he is can be known only in Jesus Christ.
Therefore to men, to all intents and purposes, to men.
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in this world, Jesug Christ is God himself; and what
heis,isnthe? [Congregation: “Yes.”] Isayto all
intents and purposes — not that it is making them
one, identical and the same individual. but as no man
can know the Father save the Son, and ke fo whom
the Son will reveal him, no man can know God except
as he iz revealed in Jesus Christ; consequently, to
man, Christ is God, and all that he can know of God
And therefore Christ becomes practical-
ly, to all intents and purposes, God to ug; and God
said' when he was born, he is “ God with us.”

Well then, the Sabbath is the sign that he is the
Lord our God. DBut it is the sign that he is what he
is. Then Christ being God to us, is not the Sabbath
the sign of what Jesus Chris} is to the man who be-
lieves in him., [Congregation: “Yes.”] At creation
it was the sign of what Jesus Christ is in creation.
And now as Christ has to carry on his own work in
salvation in order through this means to finish his
original purpose in creation, the S8abbath is the same
aign of the same creative power, In the same one, Jesus
Christ,.  So it iz still the same thing right along.
Only now the power is manifested in a different way
from what it was before, becanse of the reversal of
" the order; but it is the same creative powdr from

the same Person in the same One by the some meons,
and accomplishing the same purpose. And there-
fore the same sign is the only one that ever conld
be attached to 16, You cannot have any other sign
cof it; it is impossible. So #hat it is lterally true
that the Sabbath of the Lord, the seventh day, the
blessed seventh day, is God’s own sign of what Jesus
Chrigt is to the man who believes in Jesus Christ.
Now let us study that a little further. ““All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” “ The
wages of gin ig death; therefore death has passed
upon all men, for all have ginned.” All are dead.
Iz that so? [Congregation: “Yes.”] They are all
‘gone out of the way. They are gone from God’s
original purpose, entirely. What is the firgt thing
that Jesus Christ is to the man who belisves in him ?
[Congregation: “ Creator.””] * Created anew in
-Christ Jesus.” God in Christ unto the sinner is still
Creator, the very first thing, becanse God speaks and
he lives. By the word of God we live. And “we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Josus unto
good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.” Eph 2:10. Then God
made man to walk in good works; but man walked
the other way. "Now in Christ God brings man up to
the place where he started him. So salvationis only
the accomplishing of the eriginal purpose of God in
Christ in creation.

Well, therefore, “if any man be in Christ he is a
new creature.” The first thing that Christ is to any-
body and the first thing that God is to anybody—

to the sinner —in this world is Créator, making him
anew creature. “Createinme a clean heart, O God;
renew a right spirit within me.”  Then the work of
God in salvation is creation. -

Well, when we have thus found Jesus Christ as our
Creator, and been made new in him, then what is
the first thing we find in Jesus? [Congregation:
“ Rest.”] Yes, rest, of course; and there is the first
the thing that he did in the beginning. He regted. So
first thing we find in the manifestation of his power
in usis rest. What kind of rest? [Congregation:
“Spiribual rest.”] That is the invitation: “Come -
unto me all ve that Jabor and are heavy laden, and
T will give you rest.” Then he says, “T am with
vouw.” T am with you. *Iwill never leave thee nor
forsake thee.” And when he spoke to Moges in the-
wilderness, “ My presence shall go with thee, and T
will give thee ress,”—what does his presence give?
[Congregation: “ Rest.”]

And when that man has become a new creature -
in Christ, and finds that rest what then does he do?
[Voice: “ Works the works of God”] No; he re-
jolces first, and he goes to work rejoicing. What did
God do? Rejoiced. What does the man do? He
rejoices in the purpose of God accomplished in him-
self. But is that all the rejoicing there is? Noj; “1
say unto vou, that likewise joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth,.more than over
ninety and nine just persons, which need no repent-
ance.” Then God rejoices again in the rest which
he gives to us, and which we obtain in him. And
again he is refreshed; again, he delights in his
people.

Weil then, the next thing that belongs to the Sab-
bath day, and the next thing that belongs all through
this, is blegsing. Last verse of Acts, third chapter:
“TUnto you first, God, having raised up his Son Jesus,
sent him to bless you, in furning away every one of
you from his iniquities.” Then Christ is a blessing
to the sinner, isn’the? He is a blessing to the man
who believes In him. Bui further: that text that
we have studied here so deliciously, Eph. 1:3:

N Bleszed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” God has
given to us all the spiritual blessings be has. They
are given to ug in Christ, though,

But the Sabbath brings to us spiritual blessing.
Where did the Sabbath get the spiritual blessing?
[Congregation: *From Christ.”} Yes, from Jesus
Chrigt. Then in the maidter of spiribual blessing
which the Sabbath brings to us, it brings it to-.us
from Jesus Christ only and through Jesus Christ
only; so that in that respect, the Sabbath is a chan-
nel ‘through which spiritual blessing flows from
Jegus Christ to the -people of God. That is a fact;
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because all spiritual Dblessings are given to us in
Christ, and the Sabbath has the spiritual blessing
of God init, and therefore it being spiritual blessing
it could not get it in any other place or way than
in, by, and from Jesus Christ. Consequently the
SBabbath i3 one of those Jinks that Brother Prescott
referred to awhile ago, that binds us to Christ, that
we may have spiritual blesssing.

Then further: * My presence shall go with thee”
Hig presence makes holy the person where he is,
And further: another thought, to come up to the
same point another way. “I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth.” What is the
gospel?  [Congregation: “The power of God]
What iz manifested in Christ? [Congregation: “The
power of God.”] What is manifested in the gospel ?
{Congregation: “The power of God.”] To what
purpose? [Voice: “Creation”] But the power of
God unto salvation is the same power in the creation.
14 is the power of God in both places. Then what-
ever the sign of the power of God is in one place, it
is the sign of the power of God in every place and in
every way ; because it is the power of God alone all
the time; and you cannot set the power of God
against the power of God. So you do not need any
other sign of the manifestation of the power of God;
you ¢annot have it ; it is impossible,

Well then, the gospel is the * power of God unto
salvation,” and the gospel is “ Christ in you, the
haope of glory.” Then the man who believes in the
gospel of Jesus Christ, Christ dwells in hiin.  Christ’s
presence i3 there ; and Christ’s presence makes holy.
That is what made the Sabbath holy. Then the
Sabbath, in the point of the matter of holiness, is ex-
" actly the sign of what Christ is to the man who be-
" lieves in him.

Further, the presence of Christ sanctifies. Thenin
sanctification the Sabbath is the sign of what Christ
is to the believer. Don’t you see. So unto the believer
in Jesus, God in Christ creates anew ; to him God is
rest, refreshing, delight, rejoicing, blessing, holiness,
sanctification. That is what Christis to the believer;
but that is what he was to the Sabbath long ago, for
the believer.

He made the Sabbath for man, as we found, at
creation. He made it there, at creation, that the
man, even though he had remained faithful to God,
and had never sinned at all, it would have been to
man the sign of what God was to wan in Jesus
Christ, and the presence of Christ in the man. And
now in the new creation it is the same thing; in the
work of salvation it is the same thing,

Then another thing: Christ i3 made unto us wis-
dom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
He is our sanctification. He sent Paul to preach

the gospel, you remember. To preach to the Gen-
tiles, “to open their eves, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sauctified by fuith
that is in me.” But sanctification and its ultimate
purpose, accomplished purpose, is the complete
work of Christ finished in the individual. The
mage of Christ completely formed in the bellever;
so that when Christ looks upon the believer he sees
himself, That is so; that is sanctification.

The Spirit of prophecy has defined sanctification
for us in these words: “ Sanctification is the keeping
of all the commandments of God,”—mnot #ryng to
keep them, or doing our besi to keep them; it is the
keeping of all the commandments of God. No man
will be the keeper — the keeper as God expects and
calls a keeper — ot all the commandments, in whom
Jesus Christ 1s not completely formed, his own
image impressed there; and when he Jecks upon
that man, he sees himself, That is so.

Now the righteousness of Godin JFesus Christ is
that which makes ws righteous, which saves us,
which sanctifies us, which is all in all to us. When
we have obtained that righteousness, and that right-
epusness is there according to righteousness, God’s
idea of righteonsness, what is it that witnesses to the
righteousness of God in the believer in Jesus?
[Congregation: “The Law.] The law of God
But here is this work of Christ growing up in the
individual, that progressive work; that iz the work
of sanctification,— the work of sanctifying; for that
is the thought, the work of sanctifying. It is the
growth of Christ in the individual. When Christ
has grown to the fulness there, then that is the com-
pleted work efsanctification.

What is the sign that God sanctifies? [Congrega-
tion: “ The Sabbath.”] What is the sign, then, that
the presence of Christ is sanetifying the individual?
[Congregation: “The Sabbath.”] When the work
is completed, what will witness to that? [Congrega-
tion: “The Law.”] What part of the law, particu-
larly?  [Congregation: “The fourth command-
ment.”] Just a8 the whole law will witness to the
complete work of the righteousness of God in a man;
but the Sabbath stands there as God’s sign of a com-
pleted work. It is the-sign of a completed work at
creation, isn’t it? But when that was undone, and
God’s order reversed, now the Lord hag to carry on
his work through this means in ordér to finish that
original purpose of creation. Then the Sabbath
stands there in this finished work of God in salvation
-—~the Sabbath stands there at the pinnacle of the
law itself, as the witness of the sanctification com-
pleted ; so that the Sabbath is the sign of the com-
pleted work of God in the original creation, and in

-
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this secondary creation, which is the carrying out
of the original purpose of creation.

Now another thought: The Sabbath being the
sign of what Christ is to the believer, will the be-
liever know fully what the Sabbath is until he
- knows {ully what Christ is? {Congregation: “ No.”]

' Bo, then, when the knowledge of God in Jesus Christ
has absorhed all of the mind itself, then the Sabbath
will be also known fully to the mind itself. But the
Sabbath is the sign of what God is in Christ; and
when that is brought fully to the mind itself, what
is that buf the image of God, the name of God, in
the mind of the believer, and that the seal of the
living God, through the Sabbath. of the Lord ?

Well then, you see at every step of the way, every
line of thought, brings us only face to face with that,
that the Sabbath as it is in Jesus Christ, and as the
believer in Jesus observes if, that alone is the seal of
the living God. Saturday keeping is not the seal
of God. Christ as he is reflected in the Sabbath of
the Lord, through the Sabbath of the Lord, and in
it, in the mind and heart of the believer, in the liv-
ing image of God completed,—that is the seal of
the living God. Then there is written in the fore-
heads of that people the name of the Father.

Now see here. Turn to Num. 6:23-27: “Speak
ante Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise
y¢ shall Dless the childred of Israel, saying unto
them, The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord
make his face shine upon thee: the Lord lift up his

" countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And
they shall put my tame upon the children of Israel,
and I will bless them.” Now that is the blessing
with which the high priest blessed when the day of
atonement was over; when the work of atonement
was finished and the priest come out of the temple
to sanctify and bless the people, that 1s the blessing.
And in that blessing what did he put npon them ?
He “shall put my name upon the children of

" Israel.” The judgment was passed, and they were
secure. That was in the figure.

Now turn to Rev. 3: 9-12: “ Behold, 1 will make
them of the synagogue of SBatan, which say they are
Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I wil make
them to come and worship before thy feet, and to

" know that I have loved thee. Because thou hast
kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth.
Behold, T come quickly: hold thai fast which thou
hast, that no man take thy crown.” That message
was the message that was piven when the day of
atonement began, was not it, our day of atonement ?

That was fulfiled when the day of atonement
began,

Now:— % Him that overcometh will I make a

pillar in the terople of my God, and he shall go no

more out: and I will write upon him the name of my

(od, and the name of the city of my God, which is

new Jersualem, which cometh down out of heaven

from my God : and I will write upon him my new’
name” Then when his work of atonement is fin-

ished, the name of God is corapleted in the mind, and

he pronounces the work finished; for whai Geod is

there, in the believer and in the Sabbath, is the sign of

& finished work in sanetification.

Now Isa.58:138,14: “If thou tarn away thy foot

from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my |

'holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of

the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not-
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleas-
ure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt thou
delight thyself in the ™ Sabbath. [Congregation :
“No; ‘delight thyself in the Lord””] Why not in
the Sabbath? Doesn’t it say you are to call the
Sabbath a delight? that you are to call it the holy
of the Lord? honorable? not doing thine own ways.
Then why not delight yourgelf in the Sabbath?
Ah, there is that meaning there, you see; you do
that to the Sabbath, and you delight yourself in the
Lord; because the Sabbath is the sign of
Lord is to the man. ’

Therefore he put it just right; you do that with
respect to the SBabbath, and you will delight your-
gelf in the Lord, because it iz the sign of what the
Lord will be to you,and what you will be to the
Lord. Well, then, I want to know how in the world
anybody is going to compromise with any other
rival institution, when the Sabbath is the sign of
what Christ is to himn, The man to whom the Sab-
bath is the sign of what Christ is to him, wiil he be
agking whether he shall work or not on Sunday?
[Congregation: * No, sir.”’] Why, no! He knows
well encugh that that does mnot come into it; he
kunows he can nobt compromise and have half of
Christ and half of something else; and, besides,
Christ is all in all, and the Sabbath is the sign of
what Christ is to him, and Christ is all in all to him,
and to suggest anything else 1s to insnlt him.

Then those people who are asking these questions
do not know what Christ is, anyway. They might
as well keep Bunday as not. They are not keeping
Sabbath.

"But there is the thing. The Sabbath has the liv-
ing image of Jesus and the presence of Jesus Christ
init. He pub it there; he put it there for the man;
and the man who believes in Jesus Christ can get it
there. In addition to the blessing he has of the
Lord, when he comes to the Sabbath day, he gets
additional blessing from the Lord. It matiers not
how much the presence of Christ is with him, when

what the *

-

/
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he comes to the Sabbath day, additional presence of
Chirist comes to him. He knows it.

No difference how much of the rest of the Lord he
is enjoying, when he comes to the Sabbath, which is
the sign of what Christ is to the believer, and hag
the presence of Christ in it, it brings to him ad-
ditional rest in the Lord. No difference how much
holiness of Christ he has in him, when he comes to
the Sabbath more of 1tis revealed in him from ob-
gerving it in the fear of Christ, and by faith in him.
No difference, though he be completely sanctified,
and all of self is gone, and none but Christ there,

even then, when he ‘comes to the Sabbath day, in the
depths of eternity it will reveal to him still more of
the wonderful knowledge and the sanctifying, grow-
ing power there is in Jesus Christ to the man who
helieves in him.

ERRATUM.

In the BurieTin of February 28 (No. 19), first
page, second column, in third line from bottom of
page, instead of the word “painted ” it ghould read
“tainted.” ‘
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