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THERE is no such thing as * foreign countries ” in
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tongue, and people and to gather out of them a peo-
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Farra is depending on the word of God and do-
ing what it says.—J. A Durland.
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THIRD ANGEL’S MESSAGE.—No. 3.

ELDER A. T. JONES.

W= have looked at the evidences which reveal
to us the existence and active working of both
the beast and his image in the United States;
~— both are even now grasping for supreme power,

) governmenta.I power, to be used in enforcing the

-is against that.

same thing, the mark of the beast. Our message
“Jf any man worship the beast
and his image, and receive his mark in his fore-
head, orin his hand, the same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God.” It is not emough,
however, for us to tell the people that the course
that these others are followmg is wrong, unless we

show to them that this is so; it is not enough for

"~ us to say 1it, unless we dan cause them by the

- zenship is in heaven.

Seriptures to see it ; and therefore the lesson we will
study now is the reasons why that thing is wrong.

We will begin with Phillipians 3:20, reading
the Revised Version: ¢‘Our citizenship is in
heaven ; from whence we look for the Saviour, the
Tord Jesus Chrigt.” This is the Lord’s statement
concerning every Christian: Every Christian’s citi-
The Authorized Version is,
¢ Qur conversation is mn heaven;” but that word
¢t gonversation ” does not mean simply our words
aud the conversation which we have one with an-
other.in talking about neighborly affairs, or what-
ever it may be, but our manner of life, our course
of conduct, our walk, is in heaven.

Now as our citizenship, the citizenship of
every Christian, is in heaven, what has any citizen
of heaven or of the heavenly government rightly to
do with the political or governmental affairs of any
other ‘government or any other kingdom? In fact
what has a citizen of any government rightly to do
with the political concerns or management of any
other government?

These people of whom we have been reading in
the previous lessons, profess to be citizens of the
heavenly kingdom, profess to be those whose citi-
zenship, the Scripture says, is in heaven ; but they
are constantly involving themselves in the political
workings of the governments of this earth. They

profess to have a eitizenship in heaven, and yet
they manipulate the affairs of the kingdom of
earth! They profess to be citizens of the king-
dom of God, yet they propose to regulate the
affairs of the governments of men. But that is a
thing that never can rightly be done.

If a citizen of Great Britain should come into
the United States, still retaining his citizenship n
the government of Great Britain, and should take
part, or attempt to take part, in the political
affairs of this government, his action in that
respect would be resented by every citizen of the
TUnited States. It matters not with what party
he wight wish to ally himself and work; they
would not have it; they would say to him, That
is none of your business ; you do not belong here ;
you are a citizen of another government ; 1if the laws
of this country do not suit you, that has nothing
to do with the case. The political systems of this
country suit us, and if things do not suit you, just
let them alone, or else change your citizenship
from the government to which you belong, and
bring your citizenship here, and #hen begin to dis-
coss the laws and how they should be made, and
what they should be.

You know that that is so. You know that that
is the way that a citizen of another country
would be treated by all the citizens of this country,
if he should undertake to manipulate, to control,
or have any part in the political concerns of this
country. That is not denying his right to live
here; he may do that, but all do deny his right,
and his very eitizenship in another eountry denies his
right to have anything to do with the citizenship
of this country, or with the political affairs of this
country.

As the Christian’s eitizenship'is 1n heaven, that
itself, the very principle of it, prohibits him from
taking part in any of the political concerns of any
other government, even though it be the govern-
ment of the United States. And that is soj it
exists in the very nature of the case.
the very principle of citizenship itself.

Not to dwell too long on any one text, althongh
each text that shall be read will tell the whole
story, turn next to 2 Corinthians 5:20: ¢ Now
then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in

It lies in
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Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” This
is not simply the ordained minister, for all who
receive the grace of God are to minister that; they
are ministers of that grace. Bo it is written: ‘<As
every man hath received the gift, even so minmster
the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.” Even if it were confined
to the ministry, this text would not be out of
place in this connection, because it is the ministry
that takes the lead in all this work of the beast
and his image, and is managing the whole move-
ment, leading the people under their charge into
these devious and evil ways. .

So then, ¢“we are ambassadors for Christ.”
An ambassador is one sent, and accredited by
one government as the representative of that
government to another country. Now the princi-
ple of ambassadorship prohibits him from any in-
terference whatever with the political concerns of
the government to which he is accredited. If the
British ambassador to the United States that is
to-night in Washington city — or the ambassador
from France or any other of these countries—
should express an opinion upon, or take any part
i, any of the political concerns of this country, his
sovereign would be immediately notified that he
was 00 longer an accepted person here, and would
be called upon to withdraw him from the position
of ambassador in this country.

That has been done at least twice In my recollec-
tion. Inoneof Grant’s administrations,—whether
the first or the second, 1 have forgotten now,—
the Russian minister to this country — Catacazy
was his name — touched in some slight way upon
some political issue, a mere insignificant one so far
as any particular turn of politics was concerned,
yet he was sent out of the country at once, re-
called. In the campaign between Cleveland and
Harrison the first time, you remember the British
minister to this country, Sackville-West, received a
letter from a Mr. Murchson, of California, who
pretended — whether 1t was correct or not —to be
a British subject; and in the letter were some
questions and observations upon the then current
issues of the presidential campaign. The British
Minigter answered the letter, and expressed an
opinion. The letter was published, snd a dis-
patch was immediately sent to the court of St.

James, demanding his recall ; and he was recalled.

These are cited mereiy to illustrate the recognized
principles of ambassadorship among nations, among
men.

““We are embagsadors for Christ.” These church
leaders who are building up the beast and his image
profess to stand in the place of, and profess to be,
ambassadors for Christ; yet they not only express
opinions, but they lay down laws, they manipulate
campaigns, they mold politics, and shape the whole
political course of the governments among the na-
tions and people to whom they are aceredited, and
thus violate the first, the last, and every principle
that 1s involved in ambassadorship.

Here then are two distinct reasons given in these
two plain scriptures, the same principle expressed
in two ways that demonsirate that the course of
these professed citizens of the heavenly kingdom,
these professed ambassadors for Christ, is abso-
lutely wrong. And our preaching the message and
the warning-against the worship of the beast and his
image, against the evils which are simply the result
of the violation of the principles here laid down,
—our opposition to that, our warning against it,
must be one of principle, and not merely in theory,
nor from policy. Unless our preclamation against
it is founded upon principle, and is loyal to princi-
ple, our proclamation will amount to nothing. If
we hold in theory only that it is wroug, and make
the proclamation against it even in the words of
Secripture, and in practice ourselves violate the prin-
ciple, our proclamation will amount to nothing. “So
that our connection with this must be with ¢he prin-
ciple, and that in principle, and in loyalty Zo the
principle, and that from the fieart,— not in theory,
not assenting to it merely. The principies of Jesus
Christ speak to the heart. They take hold of the
heart and are of value only as they have hold upon
the heart. 1f they do not have hold upon the
‘heart, the man who professes these principles will
violate them in his actions, even though he be a
Seventh-day Adventist.

*¢ Our citizenship is in heaven, ’

? and of all peo-

ple our ¢ citizenship is in heaven ; from whence we

look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Again: John 18:36: —

» Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my king-

dom were of this world, then wonid my servants fight, that I
should not be delivered to the Jews.
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If his kingdom were of this world, then for what

kingdom would his servants fight? — For a king-
dom of this world. For what kingdom would they
contend ¢ for what would they work { —For the
kingdom of this world. Then the man who fights
for 2 kingdom of this world, who contends for
supremacy and power in the kingdom of this world,
and works for a place in a kingdom of this world,
denies his comnection with the kingdom of Jesus
Christ, for His kingdom is not of this world.
But that is what these men are doing who are lead-
ing m this movement of which we have read
in two' preceding lessons. They seek to take pos-
segsion of the kingdoms of this world, to rule the
governments of this world, to fight, actually to
fizht, for the governments of this world ; to work
to put themselves in places of position and relation-
ship to the governments of this world ; and there-
fore they proclaim with the loudest voice they
possibly can, that they are of this world and not of
the kingdom of Christ at all.
" Another seripture in connection with the same
thing is found 1n Luke 22:24 26: ¢ There was
also a strife among them, which of them shonld be
accounted the greatest.” There was a strife which
of them should be accounted the greatest in the
kingdom which they expected to come upon this
earth—the kingdom which they expected Christ
to set up, and which they expected would be a
kingdom of this world ; and in which they would
have a place. There was a strife among them as
to whi¢h should be accounted the greatest, and
which would have the greatest place in that ex-
pected kingdom. It was a mistaken idea, to be
sure, with respect to the kingdom, but the lesson
that he gave them upon it is applicable in all
cages of the kind.

- And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them; and they that exercise amthority upon them
are called benefactors,

Factors, agents; benefactors, agents of good !
That is what these chtirch leaders now profess fo
be; agents of good to the country, to the people;
to be working the redemption of cities, States, and
nations,—thus these would now be called benefac-
tors. ¢* But yeshall not beso.”” ¢80’ what? These
exercise lordship ovor them, and exercise authority

upon them. ¢ Ye shall not be s0.” Where? Why,

ye shall not exercise authority and lordship over
one another in the church, in the place where you
do belong. How, then, about exercising authority
and lordship over people in a place where you do
not belong at all?

Another verse In connection with the one we
had a moment ago, ‘¢ My kingdom is not of this -
world 71 — : )

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of thg inheritance of the saints of light: who hath de-
livered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of bis dear Son. Col. 1 :12, 13,

What we want to study there is the contrast be-
tween this light and the darkness. ¢ Delivered us
from the power of darkness:” That is not simply
the power that darkness itself exerts upon us, but
the idea is, delivered us from the dominion, tha
rulership, the government of darkness ; brought us
out from under the jurisdiction of the power of
darkness, and ‘‘hath translated uvs into the king-
dom of hig dear Son.” .

'Now we read in Eph. 6 : 10-12 :—

Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on
the whbele armor of God,that ye may be ableto stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood.
but against prineipalities, agaiust powers, against the rulers of {he
darlness of this world.

There are defined the dominion, the rulership,
and the authority that rules the darkness of this
world. Now we are to contend against that. And
only those can contend successfully who have been
delivered from the power of that darkness and
translated into the kingdom of his dear Son.

In this T am not saying that the kings and other
rulers of the political governments of this world
are the ¢‘rulers of the darkness” referred to in the
text. The text is not quoted for that. The ‘¢rul-
ers of the darkness’ here referred to, we all krow
to be the spiritual powers of darkness. But the
text says that these spiritual powers are the rulers
of the darkness of this world. Axnd it therefore
shows that this world is én that darknpess, and is
of that darkness; and shows therefore that king-
doms and governments being of this world only are
in and of the darkaess. That iy what the textis

quoted for.
Now read in Eph. 5:8: < YE were sometimes
darkness.”” When?! Why, when we were subject

to ‘“the rulers of the darkness of this world,’” when
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we were in sin. ¢ For ye were sometimes darkness,
but now ave ye light in the Lord : walk as children
of light; proving what is acceptable unto the
Lord.”

Governments, nations, political organizations are
of this world only ; they belong to this world only.
And the world is under the dominion of darkness.
¢¢ Darkness shall cover the earth, and gross dark-
ness the people.” Are governmenis and munic-
ipalities of the kingdom of God or of this world ?
— They belong to this world, and to this world
alone. That is the side of darkmess.

But he who is translated out of darkness, de-
livered from that darkmess and translated into the
kingdom of God’s dear Son, is of another world ;
he belongs to another world ; he is connected with
another world; and that world indeed 1s the
heavenly world ; the city to which he belongs is

the heavenly city. There is his citizenship —in

the dominion and the world of light. |

Then what connection has that kingdom of light
with the kingdoms of darkness? What has that
government which is in the light and is of the
light, to do with goversments that are in the
darlmess and of the darkness? What have those who
- profess, as these National Reformers do, to belong
to the dominion of light, to the kingdom of light,
what have these rightly to do with the affairs of
darkness and the rulership and the dominions
that pertain only fo this world of darkness?
¢ What fellowship hath light with darkness®”
That question belongs here.  And the same
thought is expressed right here in connection with
the text we are studymg Read now the whole
connection : —

Ye were somelimes darkness, hut pow are ye lHght in the Lord:
walk as ¢hildren of light (for the fruit ¢f the Spirit is In all
goodness, and righteousness, and truth), proving what is accept-
able unto the Lord. And bave no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather reprove them,”

How much of the world iz fo be emhraced nnder
the dominion of the beast and his image? All the
world. What 18 our mesmge2 ¢«If any man wor-
ship the beast and his image.” That is our mes-
sage fo the world. To how much of the world is
that message due and applicable? All the world.
Then what- has that message to do, but to do this
very thing—to ‘“have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove

them ?” Will that message be a reproving mes-
sage to every one that is engaged in the work of
the beast and his image? It will.

Thus the work of the beast and his image 1s
violative of the principle of citizenship of the
kingdom of God, or any other kingdom ; violative
of the principle of ambassadorship of Jesus Christ,
or. sny other ambassadorship; violative of the
principle that Jesus Christ laid down for his dis-
ciples as to seeking place and authority ; violative
of the principle of his that separates the govern-
ment of God from the governments of this earth —
that separates between light and darkness., Itis
simply an attempt to blend light and darkuess, and
is always and only darkness ; because it has to be
the spirit of darkness that will seek to blend the
government of light with the governments of dark-
ness. '

There are several other texts that I want to read.
John 17 : 14 and onward ; Christ’s prayer for his’
disciples : ‘I have given them thy word ; and the
world hath hated them.” In another place he
gays to them : —

If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; bat be-
cause ye ave not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word tha
1 said unto you, The servaxnt is ot greater than his Lord. .

Now the 18th verse: ¢ If the world hate you,
ye know that it bated me before it hated you.”
Then turn to another place and you find the state-
ment of Christ: ‘“The world cannot hate you;
but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the

‘works thereof are evil.”

When the beast and his image govern the world,
and here are a people that are testifying against if,
testifying that its works are evil, then what will
follow? — That people will he hated. But if one
does not testify to the world that its works are
evil, is the world going to hate him? Oh no; the
world will love its own.

Now read on in the 17th chapter of John and
the 14th verse: — ‘¢ And the world hath hated
them, because they are not of the world, even as 1
am not of the world.”> There is the standard,
there is the measure of compassion that tests our
relationship to this world. That is Jesus Christ.
¢“They are not of the world, even as I am not of
the world.”
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] pray not that thon shouldest take them out
of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil. They are not of the world, even
as L am not of the world.”

Here are these National Reform church leaders,
professing to be not of this world. If that pro-
fession be true, they will act as Jesus Christ did
when he was in this world with respect to govern-
mental affairs on the earth. That is what we are
talking about now. The beast and his tmage are
of the'world. If these church leaders are right, if
they are of the truth, if they are of Christ’s truth,
then they are no more of the world, and no more
interfering and taking part with the affairs of this
world, or seeking to control in political affairs,
than Jesus Christ did himself in the world.

And to what extent did he do it?7 He never
touched it. Were there not evils in his day that
ought to have been corrected ¢ evils in city gover
ment ? evils? in colonial government? evils in
imperial government? Why in the world did he
not set about to redeem Jerusalem and Rome, by
political wire-working? Why didn’t he?—Be-
cause he was not of this world. Then as certainly
ag these are engaged in if, they demonstrate that
they are not of Christ, nor of the truth of Christ,
but are of this world. And they being of this
world, yet professing the name of Christianity,
seek to run Christianity in the mold and the form
of this world, and that is antichrist.

Tet us read a text in which we have a definite
statement npon this subject, In the book of Luke,
12th chapter, 13th verse to the 21st: ¢ One of
the company said unto him, Master, speak to my
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me.”
Here is a man whose parents had died, leaving an
inheritance. His brother, it seems, had not dealt
fairly with him, and he ecalls upon Jesus to speak
to the brother, and have him act right in the mat-
ter. That was, in principle, asking Jesus to take
the position of a magistrate or an arbitrator in
affairs of this world, concerning things that pertain
to the government of this world, to sit in judgment
upon that case, and decide what was right, and
direct accordingly. It is a case that containg the
whole principle which i involved in the evidences
which we read in the extracts given in the two pre-
ceding lessons. ¢ And he said unfo him, Man,

whe made me a judge or adivider over you? And
he said unto him,””—Not simply to him ; but that
was 2 text from which Christ would teach him and
all the rest, a lesson.

Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man’s life con-
sisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.
And he spake 2 parable unto taem, saying, The ground of a cer-
tain rich man brought orth plentifully: and he thought within
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no ropm where to-
bestow my fruits ¢ And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my
barns, and build greater ; and there will T hestow all iy fruits and
my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods
laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, and he merry.
But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy scul shall be re-
quired of thee: ther whose shall those Shings be, which thou hast
provided ? 8o is he that layeth up treasures for hirnself, and is
not rich toward God. :

Now for the application of another point upon
ambassadorship. Ambassadors are rightly sent
from one government, one kingdom, to another.
He is not sent there, as we' found in studying the
former point; to manipalate, to interfere, or have
anything at all to do with the affairs of the gov-
ernment, or of the people of that government zs
they stand related to that government; he is sent
to that country, to that government, to attend to
the affairs of Ais own government as they may arise
in that government, or in that country. That is
what he is here for.

There are subjects of Great Britain in the
United States, and there are in this country in-
terests that concern Great Britain, in connection
with her subjects here. She sends her ambassa-
dors here, a personal national representative, to
attend to the affairs of Great Britain, and of the'
subjects of Great Britain, as these things may
arise within the territory of this government. And
t0 these things @lone is he to turn his attention
and devote his time,— to the affairs of his own
country, as they may arise in the country where
he 1s. _

So was Jesus Christ sent as the ambassador of
God to this world.  He was in the country of
Judea, the government, the dominion, and the ju-
risdiction of Rome. He was asked to attend to the
affairs, and take jurisdiction in matters that per
tained to that other country. But instead of yield-
ing to the invitation, he stuck closely to the affairs
that belonged to Ais own couniry.

They asked him to act as & judge and a divider
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in the things that belonged altogether to the gov-
ernment in whose territory he wag, and where the
man was. But he was not there to attend to these
things. He was there to attend to the affairs of
the kingdom of God, the affairs of the government
which sent him. And instead of crossing the line,
and interfering with the affairs that belonged prop-

erly under the jurisdiction of this world, he, as be-.

came him, was loyal to the kingdom to which he
belonged, and to the king whom he represented;
and accordingly he adhered strictly, and attended
closely, to the affairs of that government of the
kingdom of God, as they arose in that kingdom of
this worid.

God has people in 'this world. He has interests
in this world. His people have interests in this
. world. That is true. Therefore God rightly has
ambassadors in this world; but they are here to at-
tend to the affaits of #he kingdom of God, and the
people of God, as the affairs of the kingdom of
God may arise in the course of things in this world;
and not at all to any affairs of the kingdoms of this
world. And the ambassador for Jesus Christ that
goes over the line, and undertakes to attend to the
affairs of this world, sbandons his own government,
© breaks his allegiance to his own King, and unlaw-
fully and illegally invades the province of another
government. That is why the wickedness of this
thing is so great; that is why i1t made the beast in
the first place; that is why the violation of these
principles makes the image of the beast in the sec-
ond place. ‘

- Now I want to ask a question : Taking only the
texts which we have studied tomight, and the
principles? that. lie in them,— not that are brought
to them, but lie inevitably in them, — taking those
texts alone, and if these principles of the church
had been strictly adhered to, as they were by Jesns
Christ in thiz world, would there, or could there,
ever have been a papacy? Could there have been
such & thing as the beast? Could there ever, then,
have been such a thing as the image of the beast?
— No, gir; that ig evidently trve. Then upon
that, as the violation of those principles inevitably
made the beast in the first place, the viclation of
those principles’in the second place could not pos-
sibly do anything else than te make the image of
the beast. It was not becanse the people, the pro-

fessed OChristians, In the Roman Empire were
worse than any other professed Christians that
ever were, that made the papacy; it was not that:
it was the violation of the best principles that ever
came nto the world, that made the worst thing that
ever was in the world. And when God had called
the world onee more unto himself by the principles of
Christianity, through the work of the Reformation,
and set forth once more the principles of Chris-
tlanity as against the beast, that made Drotestant-
jsm ag it was. And when these professed Protest-
ants violate these principles, it brings the same
identical thing, in the perfect image of the original
thing that was made by the violation of the princi-
ples in the first place.

Then it has been demonstrated before all the
world on these two oceasions, that the violation of
those principles revealed in the verses which we
bave read, can do nothing else than curse the
world with the very papal beastly spirit. Then
what thing is most to be avoided by every one that
namee the name of Christ? It is the violation of
those principles; and if it comes {home even to
Seventh-day Adventists themselves, the thing to
be done is to wed ourselves eternally to the princi-
ples, and hold to them; because those principles
violated by Seventh-day Adventists will work the
workings of the papacy, as well as by Protestants
or by Catholics.

So I say again, It was not because the professed
Christians of the Roman Empire were worse than
any other peoplse on the earth, that made the
papacy as bad as it is; it is not because the
Protestant church leaders in this land are worse
than anybody else, that the image of the beast has
been made, and 1s carrying on its cruel workings;
but it is becanse those people violated the princi-
ples that have been laid down for the good of the
world, and the violation of them can do nothing
else than to curse the world. And if they are vio-
lated by Seventh-day Adventists even, it will be .a
curse, — a curse wherever it is done. .

Once more, and then we will have to close this
lesson at about half way through: John 17:9:
1 pray for them.” That is, his disciples, whom
he said to the Father, thou hast given me -out of
the world.  ¢¢I pray for them : 1 pray not for the
world,” Then can the man whose affections and
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attention, and his working and labor are upon this
world, and engaged in the affairs of this world,
have the benefit of that prayer?— No, sir. ¢ I
pray for them: I pray not for ‘the world, but for
thexo which thou hast given me; for they are
thine.” Given me out of the world ; taken from
the world; given them to me: I pray for them ;
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world. Then every man who would have the bene-

fit of that prayer must be separated from the world, -

from the things of this world, from the affairs of
this world, his affections off from anything that is
in the world or of it, as certainly and as entirely as
Jesus Christ himself ; for “they are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world.”

THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS.—No. 3.

BELDER §. H. DURLAND.

DIVINE STRENGTH

In our study this morning we will take up the
third division of the first chapter, and consider the
question, How may we be filled with a knowledge
of his will?
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine.”
That is, he shall know of the teaching. And the
original word gives the added idea that he may
know of the process of the teaching, he may know
the thing taught. Let us read another text, 1 John
5:14: ¢ And this iz the confidence that we have
in bim, that, if we ask anything according to his
will, he heareth us.”. Now keep these ideas in
your mind, and think of them as we go on doing
his will, filled with an understanding of his will,
asking and receiving according to his will. Read
also Mark 3:35. <“For whosoever shall do the
will of God, the same i3 my brother, aud my sis-
ter, and my mother.” By this text we learn of the
close relationship that exists between those that do
the will of Chrigt. And why not, whea Christ
himself delights to do the will of his Father? We
may now go in advance of the portion of the epistle
assigned for this lesson, and read the 9th and 10th
verses of the second chapter.” ““For in him
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.
. And ye are complete in him, which is the head of
all principality and -power.” Also Eph. 3:19:

God.”?

In Jobhn 7:17 we read: I a man

“That ye might be filled with all the fullness of
Then, to be filled with knowledge of his
will, is to be filled with himself, which is receiving
Christ. '

The word kLnowledge as used here in Col.
1:9, means more than in gome other texts. The
word in the original is not gnosis, but epig-
nosts, and it means clear, exact or accurate knowl-
edge. Some of the versions read that way, or nearly
so. In the Emphatic Diaglott the passage is ren-
dered, ¢“ That ye might be filled 2s to the exact
knowledge of his will.” Dr. Bullinger says of the
word epignosts, ‘It is more emphatic than
gnosis - because 1t expresses a more thorough
participation on the part of the knower with the
object of knowledge.” He farther defines it as a
knowledge that has a powerful influence on the
knower. Now that is the kind of knowledge that
we want to be filled with ; one that will have a de-
cided effect npon our lives.

The same word, epégnosis, 1s used also In
Rom. 1:28. ¢ Even as they did not like to re-
tain God in their knowledge, God gave them over
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are
not convenient.” We sometimes talk of people not
liking to retain a knowledge of God in their mind,
but here the expression is that they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge. God is in his
word, and the retaining of the word retains
God. So our study of the book of Colossians
should not be simply a mental work, but the truths
of the epistle should become a real part of our-
selves, and be lived out in our daily lives. Per-
haps I can illustrate it in this way: Suppose I
were to instruct a class in physical culture, and
use a text book on the smbject, thus making
the class very familiar with all the definitions
and directions given in the book so that they
can pass a very creditable examination, answering
every question that could be put to them. Their
theoretical knowledge of the subject would then be
very good, but could I, without having given them
an opportunity for actual practice, expect them to
lay aside their books, and go through the exercises
from the beginning without any mistakes. Ino,
they would be entirely unfit for that. And why?
Because they never have done the practical work,
therefore they are not able to put their instruction
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into practice. It is just so in studying the word
of God. We want fo be filled with the knowledge
that makes us act it out in our daily lives. We
want Christians to-day who are light-houses in
which the word of God is the light.

Please read 1 Thess. 4:3: ¢ For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication.”” Bangtification 18 from

"8 word that means to make holy. Ifa thing is un-
clean, sanctifying it makes it clean. Let us get
away from the idea of sanctification that 1s held
among professed Christians at the present fime,
which means simply o say Amen, feel good, and
praise the Lord. But while we shun the false, let
seek for the gennine. There sanctification is de-
fined as follows: ¢ To deliver from a state of un-
cleanness, if already in that state, and put info =
state corresponding to the nature of God.” But
‘this is divine nature, which gives divine strength.
The Saviour said : ¢¢ Sanctify them through thy
word. Thy word is truth.”

I will read an extract on the work of sanctifica-
tion from Testimony 31, pp. 44, 45, 46

Are you in Christ¢ Not if you do not acknowledge yourselves
erring, helpless, condemned sinners. Not if you are exalling and
olorifying self. If there is any good in you, it is wholly attribut-
able to the merey of a compassionate Saviour. Your birth, your
veputation, your wealth, your talenfs, your virtues, your piety,
your philanthropy, or anything else in you or connected with yon,
will not form a bond of union between your soul and Christ.
Your connection with the church, the manner in which your breth-
ren regard you, will be of no avail, unless you believe in Christ.
It is not engugh to believe about him ; you must believe in him
You must refy wholly upon his saving grace.

Every one who is united to Christ will depart from all iniquity.
1 tell you, in the fear of God, I have been shown that many of you
will fail of everlasting life because you are huilding your hopes of
heaven on a false fousdation. God is leavirg you t0 yourselves,
itto humble thee, to prove thee, and to kanow what is in thine
keart.”> You bave neglected the Scriptures. You despise and re-
ject the testimonies, because they reprove your darling sins, and &is-
turh your seli-complacency. Whewu Christ is cherjshed in the heart,
his likeness will be revealed in the Hfe. . . . The life of the Chris-
tizn will be divested of all pretense, free from all affectation, arti-
fice and falsehoood. It is earnest, true, subtime. Christ speaks in
every word. He is seen in every Geed. The life is radiant with
the Hght of an indwelling Saviour. In converse with God, and in
happy contemplation of heavenly things, the soul is prepariag for
heaven, and laboring to gather other souls into the fold of Christ,

Let no one suppose that conversion is the beginning and end of
the Christian life. There is a science of Christianity that must be
mastered. There is to be growth in grace, that is, constant prog-
ress and improvement. The mind is fo be disciplined, trained,
educated; for the child of God is to do service for God in ways
thet are not naturel, or in barmony with mborn inclination. Those
who become the followers of Christ find that new motives of action
are supplied, new thonghts arise, and new actions must result, p.
122, i

In the Bible every vital principle is declared, every duty made
plain, every obligation made evident. . . . The Bible contains the
science of salvation for all vhose Who will hear and do the words of
Christ.

The Bible is its owa expositor. One passage will prove to be 2
key that will unlock other passages, and in this way light will be
shed upon the hidden meaning of the word.

Let us now examine 2 Peter1: 3, 4. *“According

as his divine power hath given nnto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virture : whereby are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precions promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divice nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust.”

That is for ug who are present this morning. It
matters not how little you may think of yourself,
or how small is your capacity, God has prov;ded

Just as much for you in the Chms’nlan life ag for any

other man or woman living. - The only question is
whether we will appropriste these things, and let
God work them out in ms. Here we are told that
these exceeding great and precious promises are
given unto us in order that we might become par-
takers of the divine nature. Thus itis a work of
sanctification, which, as I said a little before, is
putting men into a state corresponding to the na-

fure of Grod

In Eph 1:9 oceur the words: ¢ Having made
known unto us the mystery of his will.” But, -
some will say, ‘A mystery is a thiog I cannot
understand,
either. It is of no use to try to go any further.”
That is the way many treat the word of God at the
present time. It need not be thus. A mystery is
a thing that is revesled only to those initiated, but

and no one else can understand it

Qur Saviour is avle and willing to do for ns more fhan we can ask
or even think.

In ¢ Christian Edunecation” the following expres-
gion iy given:—

every..child _of God is initiated into_the w1ll of

God, and so it s not hidden fromthem. And the
apostle here expressly says that God has made known
to us this mystery. What ig the mystery? ¢¢ Christ
in you the hope of glory.” That is the gospel.
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But the gospel embraces all that God ever gave to
the world to save man. I am quite well satisfied
that in studying the Seriptures, we have many
times put a vail right over our eyes. We have
talked about the law and the gospel: Let us have
the gospel all the way through. Then we talk
about the gospel and the covenants. But the cov-
enants are the gospel. * We talk about the will of
God and the gospel. I thank God this morning
that the will of God is his gospel.

We read in the 9th verse that Paul desired the
Colossians to be filled with the knowledge of God’s

-will.  In the following verse he mentions their in-

creasing in the knowledge of God.. How can we
increase in that knowledge after we have been
filled, and are consequently -full? The answer is,
that oar capacity is increased. In Ps. 119:382,
David says: <1 will ran the way of thy command-
ments, when thon shalt enlarge my heart.” We
can be filled with the knowledge of God every day,
and can rejoice in it, and never fear that there will
be a lack to-morrow.

But we are also to be filled with wisdom, which
is the right use of knowledge. What does James
tell us of the Lord’s willingness to give wisdom to
us? “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, thai giveth to all wen Iiberally, and upbraid-
eth not; and it shall be given him.””. Did you
ever stop to think that the Lord works with every
one of us every day of our lives, to get us to take

- what he wants to give us? He is more willing to

give than we are to receive.

We read in 1 Cor. 1:380, that Christ is made
To develop that a little further, I
would like to read to you from the eighth chapter
of Proverbs, beginning #ith the 22nd verse.

unto us wisdom.

/

Thé Lord ereated me as the beginning of hig way, the first of
his works from the commencement. TFrom eternity was I
appointed cbief, from the beginning, from the earliest times of the
earth. When theye was vet no deptks, was I brought forth; when
there was yet no springs, laden heavily with water. Before the
mountaing were yet snnk down, before the hills was brought forth.
‘While as yet he bad pot made the land and open fields, nor the
chief of the dust of the world. When he prepared the heavens, I
was there; when ke drew a circle over the face of the deep. . . .
Then was I near him as & nurslingy I was day by day (his)
delights, playing before him at all times,—Vs. 22-30, Hebrew
Version. !

This language evidently refers to Christ, and
accords with Col. 2: 3, where the apostle says of

(- igt, **In him are hid all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge.” If we would have wisdom,
let us take Christ. But Christ is dévine strength.

HEALTH  TOPICS— VENTILATION.

“

J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.

I want fo read s few things this morning with
reference to this subject. It is one upon which we
have received 3 great deal of information. So Jong
ago as 1368 the following words were written: —

Many are suffering from disease because they refuse to receive
into their rooms at night the pure night air. The free, pure air
of heaven is one of the richest blessings we can enjoy — Testi-
monies, Vol, 2, p. 528.

Adr, the precious boon of heaven which all may have, wilt bless
you with its invigorating infinences if you will not refuse ifs en-
trance. Welecome it, cultivate a love for it, and it will prove a
precious soother of the nerves. Alr must be kept in consfant
circulation to be kept pure. The influence of pure, fresh air is to
cause the blood to «circulate heslthfully through the system.
It refreghes the body, and tends to render it slrong aud,healthy,
while at the same time its influence is decidedly felt upon the
mind, imparting a degree of composure and serenity. It excites
the appetite, aud renders the digestion of food more perfect, and
induces sound and sweet sleep.

The effects produced by living in close, ill-ventilated rooms are
these ; The system becomes weak and unkealthy, the circulation
is depressed, ibe blood moves eluggishly through the system
hecause it is not purified and vitalized by the pure, invigorating
air ofbeaven. The mind becomes depressed and gloomy, while
the whole system is enervated; and fevers and other acute dis-
eages are Iiable to be genmerated.  Your careful exelusion of exter-
nal air and fear of free ventilation, leave you to breathe the cor-
rapt, unwholesome air which is exhaled from the lungs of those
staylng in these fooms, and which is poisonous, unfit for the sup-
port of life,

I do not suppose there is a person here who has
nof breathed into his lungs again and again the
germs of tuberculosis, or consumption. The only
reagon why you have not faken some such disease,
ig that the system has been able to destroy the
germs. One seventh of all deaths are caused by
consumption. Very likely some who are in this
audience will die within five or six years of this dis-
ease; and why? Simply because the system is not
always able to destroy. the disease germs taken
into the system.

Impure air iy the frequent cause of diseagse. Ahove all other
places, houses of worship and school bulldings should ke thor-
oughly ventilated. In the church congregation and in the crowded
school room are persong affected witk serofula, consumption, and
almost every other form of disease. Impurities geuerated by these
disorders are exhaled and also thrown off- through the perspirs-
tion. TUnless there is most thorough ventilation, these impurities
will be taken into the lungs and then into the body, and thus en-
danger health, and even Iife.— Replew, Sept. 22, 1885,
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People often hreathe over and over the air that
others have breathed. There are always some persons
in an andience who have worse diseases than cthers,
and thus disorders are communicated from one to
another. I want to place a picture before you.
Suppose you sat down to a table where the dishes
were soiled ; they bore evidence of not having been
washed for some time; the bowls were all unclean,
and the glasses were streaked, the knives and forks
were goiled with the previous meal. You would not
feel very much like eating, would you? Well if
we could see the impurities in the air, we would see
a worse pleture than this, and a far more dangerous
souree of disease. You dislike to take into your
stomach that which is unclean, but the impurities of
the air are far more dangerous to the body.

We have to fight bad air all the time. A man
asked me the otherday, “ How is it we axe not all
‘dead, if there are so many impurities all about us?”
I answered : We become inoculated, so tospealk, with
bad air. It islike awan using tobacco. Hissystem

+becomes filled with the poison: and yet he lives on.
" PBut he is iess able to vesist other poisons or diseases
The system labors'to adapt itself to the abuses im-
posed upon it. The old smoker can uge enough
tobaceo in one day to kill & boy or even a man who
" 18 not accustomed to if. But these abusesreduce the
power of resistance againgt disease. When the lungs
are constantly receiving bad air, the system be
comes g0 saturated with poison thab it is entirely
unable to resist disease.

How Ventilate 2— It is not & complicated thing to
ventilate a house or a church. It is an' cagy matter
Itis necessary to have two openings; one for the air
. to come in at, another for it to go out at., If you
havé only cne, the currents of air get tangled as it
? were. Tt would be like halfthis congregation trying
to get out and the other half trying to get in af the
gsame door. The same thing takes place with the
cold and the warm ajr. There can be no regular
cireulation where there is only one opening. Neither
can there be when there are two, if they are both on
the same side of the house. The wind might have a
tendency to draw the air away from the room or it
might drive in too much. Bus there should be two
openings, and now let ug determine where they
should be.

There is only one principle that determines where
the openings shall be. That is whether the fresh air
is warm or cold. The old idea that the bad air
settles to the Hoor is a mistake. It is the cold
alr that setiles down and the warm air thaf rises. If
the fresh air comes in warm, it goes to the top; if it
comes in cold, it seftles down, and the warm, bad air

rises. Where, then, shall the fresh air opening be

placed‘? If the air is cold when admitted, it will -~

setile toward the floor, and should therefore be
admiited toward the upper part of the room ; for if
it came in at the floor, it would remain there, bemg
heavier than the warm air.

Having located the cold fresh-air opening, where
shall we place the exit? Ag the cold air becomes
warm and impure, it rises, giving place to colder air,
Hence the impure air is at the top, and the bad-air
egcape also should be located near the top.

The maiter of admitting cold air must be care-
fully guarded. Cold air is ofien more dangerous
than impure air. One might take pneurnonia from
expesure and die in a few weeks, while he might
endure bad air for several vears. The Lord has not
overlooked that point. Let me read a few lines
on that:—

A siight exposure sometimes produces serious diseases. Great
care should be exercized not to sit in a draught, or in a ¢old room
when ‘weary, or when in perspiration. You should so accastom
yourself to the air that you wiii not be under the necessity of hay-
ing the mercury higher than sixty-five degrees.— Testimony, Vol 1
pp. 702, T03.

Now this mstructmn with reference to sitting in a -
draught or in a cold room when weary, was written
long belore the physiologists said anything upon the
subject. Sister White could not have read anything
treating upon this, as it has only been within the
last few years that the physiclogies have said any-
thing about i1t. One is more susceptible to- cold
when tired or perspiring.

Tt costs more money to warm the fresh air than it
does to live on the bad air; but what is that com-
pared with human life? It is better to burn more
fuel than it is to burn up our bodies. Itis much
better to ventilate with warm alr. The air admitted
should be heated if possible. If the fresh airis to
come into the room heated, where shall the opening
be made? Since the heated air goes up, if we are {o
have the benefit of it, it must come in at the bottor.
And as it remains in the room it becomes cocled, as
well ag impure, and the outlet should also be at the
bottom.

The size of the openings must be governed, of
course, by the amount of air required. Ifa large
number of persons are t¢ be Inthe room, larger open-
ings must be made.

A house already built without arrangements for
ventilation can be supplied with ventilation at a very
small cost. It should not require more than $10 to
supply an ordmary house with ventilator apparatus-. -
The shaft which conducts the bad air out should be
heated. [An illustration was exhibited representing




60

GENERAL CONFERENCE BULLETIN.

a Toora with two openings. A lighted torch was
Placed in at one of the openings, but the flame came
right back ouf of the same opening. Then a tall
shaft was placed upon the other opening, and still
the flame came out at the same opening. Buta
small candle was lighted just at the bottora of the
shaft, and the flame was carried through the room,
and the entire current went up the heated shaft.]

A very little heat iz required to cause a strong

draft up- the ventilating shaft. A small kerosene |

stove, or wood stove, would do for the ventilator
shaft of a church.

How to Breathe—1It is an important thing to
know how to breathe the fresh air when you get it;
and yet it is a very simple hing. I once told an
aundience that we should ask God how to breathe.
They seemed to think this very strange. But God
hag already told us how to breathe. The child
breathes ag God has told us to breathe. '

['A little boy was asked to go and take a short Tun,
and then come in and show the audience how to
breathe properly. He took a good run, and came
in with his cheeks all aglow, and his whole chest
and walst expanding, the air filling every part of
the Tungs. This iz the only proper way to breathe.
The skeleton of a chest was brought before the
audience, with the spine, ribs, and breast bones ar-
ranged as in life. The movements of the ribs in
proper life were shown. The breast bone moved up
and out, and go did every rib, giving room for ex-
pansion of every part of the lungs.]

If you wish to know how to breathe properly, do
not stand before the glass to watch yourself; but
take a good run, or jump up and down forty or fifty
times; and if your clothes do not obstruct the move-
ment, it will be the proper one, the one you should
have all the time, except that when quiet, the move-
ments are less obvious.

But what about “abdominal breathing?” Thisg
term formerly reeant simply full breathing, just such
ag I have described. This is what was meant in
what Sister White wrote years ago about “abdomi-
nal breathing.” Later years the term has become
confined fo breathing with the lower part of the
lungs. God made the whole chest to be used, and
proper breathing uses the entire lung capacity.
“There is properly no difference between the breath-
ing of a man and that of 3 woman. The idea that
men and women naturally breathe differently is a
mistake. .

The upper part of the chest should be used as
well ag the lower part. One of the first evidences
of consumption is the loss of motion in the upper
part of the chest. It is very important that this part

of the chest should be used, as well as all the rest of
it, in breathing. If the waist iz allowed to expand
properly, the lungs will be filled, and you will
breathe properly. )

THE CANVASSING WORK IN GENERAL CONFERENCE
DISTRICT NO. 1.

ELDER 1. D. VAN HORN.

IT8 NEEDS, AND IT8 PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.

THE canvassing work has become a settled buai-
ness. It is animportant branch of the Third Angel’s
Message. No argument is needed at this late day,
to prove its beneficial results to the cause of the
Lord. Ttis a power to spread the truth of God to
the salvation of souls, while at the same time it is
a financial support to the trained worker. It iz a
business that has come to stay with the message to
its cloge. It is a school ag well, by which laborers
are developed for other branches of the cause. In
this particular, no doubt, too many in the past have
been taken for the real good of the canvassing work,
Yet, for all this, it opens the way for large numbers
of our people, young and old, to enter the work of
the Lord.

The great Advent movement began in the Hast.
The State of Maine first heard the Third Angel’s
Message. Its course has been westward, yet all
along the pathway it left staunch representatives
and faithful witnesses. To these it left a cheering
promise that it would return again with increased
zeal and with greater power. Testimonies, Vol I,
page 148:—

I saw that when thexMessage shall increase greatly in power,
then the providence of God will open and prepare the way in the
East for much more to be accomplished than can be at the present
time. God will then serd some of his servants in power to visit
places where little or nothing can now be done; and some who

are now indifferent, will he aroused, and will take hold of the
truth.

In the East, too, the Tract and Missionary Society
first started in its grand and glorious work of distrib-
uting the printed page everywhere in the wide
world. Periodicals, tracts, and books multiplied. It
proved to be a strong supporting power to the pub-
Iishing work. By this means our periodicals were
lifted from the embarrassment of debt to a cagh basis,
Books lay on the shelves of our publishing houses,
and the Testimonies said, “Circulate them.” Out
of this necessity came the canvassing work. It scon
took shape and became a success. Work for many
hands was in demand, and the cause of the Lord
went rapidly forward.
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A great work is yet to be done in thiz line in Gen-
eral Conference District No. L. Tt has a vast territory
to be worked over, not so much perhaps in its square
miles of surface as some of the other districts may
have, but in its large population. According to the
census of 1890, upwards of 20,000,000; or nearly one
third of the people of the United States live here.
Along the Atlantic coast we have almost a continuous

-city; and many large cities inland, Here fhe can-

“vasser can find many people in a short distance. On
"the point of intelligence and education the standard
is as high a8 in any part of the world. Although so
many millions live in this district, there are ounly
about the same number of Sabbath-keepers as are in
the Michigan Conference. Here, then, is our first
great need of more than ten times as many Judicious,
well-trained canvassers ag are now employed, to enter

" this field all ripe for the truth, where they can work
continuousgly over the same territory till the close of
the message. -

Another needed thing, which is an inducement to

- every canvagger, exists in this field, that there ig
more money per capita here than in any other part
of the couniry. True, we hear the cry of “ hard
times” which has become so common of late, yet
business is moving on, and the people live fairly
© well. Tt is not here as it is in the West, where new
homes are taken up, and the failure of crops brings
disappointment, hunger, and distress. Here the peo-
ple live in old, settled homes which have been oc-
cupied for many years, and most of them have a
little money laid by for a rainy day.

In this district, at the capital of our nation, we have
a seat of the “beast” —the Roman Catholic power

~in the person of Monsignor Satolli. There has been
built for him a howme— a palace — far superseding
in architectural design and grandeur in finish, the
White House—the home of the President. The
great Catholic university is established here also.
Near by, in the city of Baltimore, we have the home
of Cardinal Gibbong, which adds a strong influence
to that at Washington, with the one great object in
view, which is, to become the dominant religious
power of the nation. But even more can be said of
New York City, lately enlarged and increased in
population to the second city in the world, wielding
a supporting influence and power for the papacy on
the same line in this country.

But we have another power, professedly Protest-
ant, in this distriet, working to the same end. It is
the great National Reform movement having its seat
at Pittsburg, Pa. The meaning of this movement is

~ the same as that of the papacy; viz, the subjuga-
tion of this nation to a religious despotism. The

. in the earth,

great mass of the people are ignorant of what the
success of these powers will bring about. They
should be enlightened. The canvassing work is one
grand means of giving them the needed information.
There should be no delay in getting our Literature
into the hands of the people. It would be well, and
according to God’s will, to have it done before the
spirit of the dragon is go aroused ag to make it diffi--
cult or impossible. The salvation of souls now in
this tizme is of more value than money or property.

This one great motive, the galvation of precious
souls for whom Christ died, once down deep in the
heart, would put thousands out into the field to
carry to them the light of the truth of God for these
last days. Who ghall say, then, that the canvassing
work should stop ? Nay, rather let it go with greater
power. |

I believe that plans should be laid in District 1,
and in all the field, to push forward the canvass for
our large subseription books. I believe, too, that it
is the providence of God that iz bringing into the
field smaller books, laden with bright gems of light
and truth, in a very attractive form, yetlow in price,
go that the very poorest may obtain them. Plans
should be laid to get these out by the thousand.
Lt the gospel go to the poor and lowly of earth’s
gons and daughters; many may accept and become
the sons and daughters of the “ Lord Almighty.”

I believe another move is being made in the right
direction,—the canvass for, and the sale of the
Review and Herald, and others of our periodicals.
This is being tried in some places in District No. 1,
and in other places with good regults. Plans to
push this enterprise, especially in our large cities,
will meet with good results. God will bless his
work in the hands of those who will hecome his
willing agents to spread the light of his word abroad
“Ye are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.” “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your
good Works, and glorify your Father which is m
heaven.”

QUR WORK AND EXPERIENCES IN CENTRAL
EUROPE.

ELDER H. P. HOLSER.

Tars first hour is fo be devoted to the considera-
tion of our work in the Central European Mission.
This is the first mission established by our people.
The Sabbath wag first preached in Central FEurope
thirty years ago by Elder Czechowski. Twenty
vears ago Elder Andrews was sent to that field to
begin work. Ten years ago our publishing house in
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Basle was completed. From the beginning our
work in this field had rather a smooth history;
nothing phenomenal occurring in the work. There
was a gradual growth, but in the lagt two years, how-
ever,a slight change has taken place,a new ex-
perience has been passed through; and it is my
purpose to speak of this experience.

We have learned some very important lessons on
the message, and T thought that if these lessons
could be learned by some here, it would be much
more helpful to us than simply to give an account

- of some things that might interest us. We have
learned that when we came to actual experience,
we did not understand the message as we thought
we did. I have been forcibly reminded of the illus-
tration given by one of our Bible teachers, to the
end that many believe the Scriptures until they
come to a bhard experience, and then throw them
away at the very {ime when they most need them..
This has been the experience of some in our field.
Some thought they understood the message, but
when the real test came, they were faken unawares.

The illustration referred to is this: It is a com-
mon thing when the lakes fivst-freeze over in this
eountry for the boys to have a skate, and when the
ice is thin and dangerous, they usually carry a pole
along, to save themsgelves if they fall info an air hole.
One of the boys skating in this way fell through the
ice, and ingtead of holding onto hig pole, threw it
away and began to grasp for the ice to save himself

Our difficulty, as you bave already learned, has
been because of Sunday laws. In the year 1877, a
Federal factory law was passed in Switzerland.
Nearly all the countries in Europe have these factory
laws. They are largely the outgrowth of the agita-
tion of the Socialists for the protection of the work-
ing classes; among other provisions is a Sunday
clause, requiring that no work be done on Sunday_
and on various church days which may be named to
the number of eight per year. These laws are made
in the interests of the working classes to protect them,
and it is claimed to have no reference whatever to re-
ligion. Kvery establishment employing five hands
regularly is considered a factory. Therefore our
publishing house at Basle comes under this law.
In the beginning our house did not take a very de-
cided position on this question. Some work wasg
performed, the more noisy work being omitted on
Sunday.  However, this led to occasional fines.

The matter was brought before the Federal Factory
Inspector by Brother B. L. Whitney, and thig In-
spector after investigating the case said that the
object of the law was to protect the laboring classes
and secure one day of rest per week, and if anybody

has a rest day per week it is this people; therefore
they should not be molested for Sunday work.
After this there was a regpite for some time. Ilow-
ever, no work was performed with. the machinery
making any noise on that day. That was the case
when I went to Europe seven years ago, and it con-
tinued on in the same way in the publishing house
ag before. But a little more than a year ago, we
were fined for doing guiet work on Sunday and other
church holidays. When we were fined for quiet
work, we began to study the matter more seriously
and came to the conclusion that we had been com-
promising all the time by ceasing part of our work.
We called the hands together and freely considered
the situation. The unanimous sentiment was that we
had been doing wrong and all tock a decided stand
to work on Sunday as on other days. Iowever, we
did not pretend to decide this question as a body,
but recognized it-as an individual matter, and stated
to the hands: * As directors, we declare the house
open. We do not require that you work on Sun-
day, but everyone that desives to do so, may come
and work.” The result was that all worked, and
shortly we were visited by the police. They came
in and said, “You are working to-day.” We an-
swered, “ Yes, we are working, and we have a right
to work,” and explained to them why we were work-
ing. The result was first a fine of one dollar, then a
fine of two dollars, then a third fine of $10, then
another of $30. At this time it was thought best to
appeal the case. ‘

About this time I started for a visit to Turkey.
The brethren investigated the matter somewhat more
fully and they found that there wag little hope in
making an appeal ; not being quite clear on the ques-
tion anyway they decided not fo appeal, and as the
fines kept coming thicker and faster, they considered
the question more seriously, and some of them
thought they might cease work on Sunday without
compromiging their position. All did not reach that
conclusion but many did, and their principal reason
for it was this: “ This is & factory law, made in the
interests of the laboring classes and not in the inter-
ests of religion ; so we will gtop our work in the fae-
tery on Sunday and labor at home or elsewhere.
Another reason wag, “ This is a factory law and made
for the good of humanity. If we take our stand
against it, it will place us in a bad light. It would
be against our work instead of for its best interests.”
Further, “The fines will only continue and grow
heavier, the property will be taken, the hands will
be thrown out of employment, etc, ete.” But the
chief reason was that we could work anyway, the
law not prohibiting our work except in the factory.
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As we did not appeal, of course we were expected matter but applies to the factory only. We as indi-

to pay the fine at once. As I was absent, however,
and being personally held responsible, the police
decided to await my retuin before enforeing the col-
lection of the fine. On returning, the first question
wag, “ Will you pay the fine? and what shall we do
in the future?” - That opened the whole question
anew, and it was discussed quite fully. Of course
we gaid we could not pay the fine, for that would be
consenting to the justice of it. But somesaid, “ You
ean pay it without econsenting to it; you are con-
demned to pay it; if you do not pay it, it will be
taken by force, and there will be additional expense;
the best way is fto get out of it as cheaply as you
can.” But we did not see that it could be worked
in that way. We argued that if we should pay it,
by that act we would consent to it; we cannot even
pay it unwillingly ; it would be acting very mmch on
the same principle as some who are convinced
that they should keep the Sabbath, but do not.
They say that all day their heart i3 not in their work,
but it is on the Sabbath” They would like to keep it.
an any one keep thle Sabbath in thie way? Cer-
tainly not. Is it mot the same if we should pay the
fine, protesting against it at the same time? No,

we cannot yield evenl that much in the matter
We must know what our ground is, what our rights
and duties are before God and not yield a hair’s
breadth in the matter. That being the case, of
course we canumot pay one cent of the fine, although
it might cost ms more: that is none of our business.

Then again it was argued that if we do not stop
our work on Sunday, these fines will e rapidly in-
creased (they can be increased to five hundred francs
and three months’ imprisonment for asingle offense),
hence you may be kept in prison all the time and
cannot do anything, and the property will be taken :
it will be a great deal better to make this little
shift and avoid all this difficulty. But others said,
“ Tt ig not our business to consider the consequences,
that is not our part in the matter, we are here to
preach the Third Angel's Message, and the Third
Angel’s Message is a warning against the papacy.
We are to preach the gospel and in preaching the
gospel we must represent the gospel principles in
our lives to beginwith, and if we do not do that, our
preaching is in vain. 1t would be just as effectual as
it would for a person to preach the Sabbath and not
keep the Sabbath. He would not make many con-
verts. '

We reasoned further, This house was bulilt for the
spread of the message, it stands for the message, and
its action will be taken as the action of our people.
1t was first argued that this is not an individual

viduals can work, and thus not compromise in the
matter. Bui on the other hand it looked fo us to be
more important than an individual matber, because
it represented our people, and will be-taken as a
representative by our people, and although it should
not be $0 in any case, our people will follow the ex-
ample set there. Therefore, it is doubly important
that the right course ghould be taken.

Fuarthermore, this house was built in the name of
the Lord, for his work, Must we preserve this prop-
erty by compromising alittle? Isthe Lord depend-
ent upon such means as that? Shall we deny the
very object for which it was established in order to
save the property? Tn other words, Is the Lord able
to take care of his own house? We are the Lord’s
servante and it is the duty of the servant to obey,
1t is the business of the master to knoew what he is-
about and it iz not the servant’s duty to shrink back
from the commands of his master, especially if the
magter 19 one who understands his businegs and is
able to take care of the consequences. So we are
servants of the Lord. We know what he commands
us. Now,if we do thaf, we have nothing to fear.
We have only to fear in case we disobey, That i
the only line on which there can be danger, and if
the Lord permits that this house should be closed,
and the property be taken in consequence of our
obedience, it will be becausze it iz for the best.
The house in that way will be serving a better pur-
pose than it will be for us to try to preserve it by
disobedience. We can be sure in advance that
whatever the enemy can bring upon us, the Lord,
being so much more powerful, will turn it all to the
advancement of the truth and bring good out of it.
8o we may rejoice in the fact that the message
will be advanced by the difficulties that may be
brought upon us.

Some felt that way, others did not, and said you
should consider more seriously the fact that you
may set twenty-five hands out on the street and
take their bread out of their hands. If the house

shondd be closed in a week or two, what will all ~

these do for a lving. It was not hard to answer
such a question as that. Who made all the bread in
the world? Tsn’t it the Lord? And if he makes
the food for all living, caunot he care for twenty-five?
And again, we must all leaxn sooner or later, that it
is by the Word that we live and not by bread alone,
We are being tested in the message for this very pur-
pose. Perhaps before many of us realize it, we will
be tried on that very point; the Lord will not aliow
us to come right up to the climax before being tried.
We must learn to trust God. Weare coming to that
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point where everything will be taken from us, where
the very earth beneath our feet will tremble, and
quake, and flee away. And then we must stand on
the solid rock, and if we have not learned that be-
- fore, we will not stand then. *

Another objection raised was this: It will briog
you in to conflict with the authorities; it will
give you a bad name; it will put you in a bad
position, and what excuse can you have for coming
in conflict with the authorities on such a line as this.
They said the issue wasnot squarely in it ; when there
comes & law prohibiting every one from working in
every place, we would not consent to it. They did
not recognize that the issue was in the situation as it
was then. But is it a fact that Satan will ever allow
the matter to come-around in such a way as to make
it plain to every one that the issue isthere? I do
not look for it, especially among Seventh-day Ad-
ventiste, He knows too much for that. He knows
what we have been preaching, and he will never
come with a full-fledged law that we will all be able
to recognize ; but he will come with his most subtle
deceptions upon  o0se who are watching for thege
things. '

Although it was not the intention of those who
made the factory law to exalt Sunday, there was g
master mind behind it all, and that was to prepare
something that would deceive the people, and egpe-
cially us.

But to go back to that point, how will you excuse
yourself before the world for taking such a stand as
this? I cannot better explain this question than by
quoting from Brother ' Waggoner, in * Present
Truth.” He said that we are not in conflict with the
authorities in this matter. It is a conflict between
the authorities and the word of God. We take our
stand upon the word of God; and the authorities
miake laws that come in conflict with that Word ; it
is our place to rely upon the word of God, and let
the conflict between the authorities and that Word
go on. Aslong as we stay upon the rock, we are
safe,—there is no danger from any storm.

Soon after I returned from Turkey, the authorities
hearing of if, came and ‘asked for the 820 francs,—
the sum of the fines. I explained fo them that I
could not pay it, and gave the reasons why. Then it
was turned over to the public collectors, who sent
an order to pay i, giving a list of the fines. This
order was returned with a refusal to pay. I soon
received an order to appear hefore the civil. court,
where I again gave the reasons why I refused to pay.
The court decided that the collection should be pro-
ceeded with. ‘ .

Shortly after this, a notice came from the col-

lectors that on a certain day they would come to
attach my goods. At this time it appeared that
they could take my. personal property only and
could not take anything from the Association., This
was a gource of joy, because before this it was said
by some, “It is quite sasy o stand firm-when you
have nothing to lose;” but now this situation was
relieved. On a stated day, the officer came to attach
the goods. At first he said: * You had better pay
this; it will save lots of trouble and expense.”” This
was a new man and we took the occasion to give
him the reasons why we could not pay it. He
labored hard with me for about an hour before he
would proceed to attach the goods. He then
wanted to know what he should take. I told him
I could not tell him. This was a case of persecution
and be would have to do the whole thing himself.
He looked the rooms over and asked my wife what
he should take. Her answer was about the same as
mine. After he had listed enough to cover fines, we
went to the office and had another conversation,
when he returned.

We afterwards received notice of the sale of
the goods, in case they were not redeemed within
twenty days. At the expiration of the time the
goods were taken to the public auction rooms.
We did not know when they would be sold, but had
a gmall tract on the situation prepared to print and
circulate as soon as we learned when the sale would
take place. Thursday evening the authorities noti-
fied us that the godds would be sold the next Mon-
day. That gave us only Friday in which to print
our tract. But we could print only half enough,so
we were obliged to run the presses on Sunday. Ti
seems as though the Lord brought us into such a
place that we would either have to abandon our plan
or rin on Sunday. The presses had not been run-
ning on Sunday, because the pressman did not desire
to do so. However, this brought it where there was
a certain pressure on the matfer.

Well, these tracts were circulated in the city,
about fifteen thousand . of them. We put one in
every house, so that when the sale took place; the
people all knew what was going on.  The auctioneer
said to me when he'took the goods,  Of course you
will be down to buy these goods in.” I told him,
“No, I do not care to buy any meore goods to be
geized.” .

Many of these tracts were returned with marginal
notes on them, and it would be rather interesting to
you to read the criticisms. I have a whole stack of
them returned; and among all not one favorable
one. Those that fell somewhat favorable did
not have the courage to express it, they kept still at
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least. Some of these notes ran something like this:
“ It served you just right,” “If I had been judge, I
would have, made it much heavier.” “ You should
have had in addition to this, twenty stripes.” “If
you do not like it in our country, you had better go
somewhers else.” Again, “You have gone erazy.”
“You are a colosgal buffalo. Present yourself to the
Zoological Gardens.” But we found. that thinking
people felt differently about the matter.

For running our presses ont Sunday to print this
tract, we were duly fined again, and this time 200
francs and three weeks imprisonment, and in case
the fine was not paid, forty days for that. Here the
question came up, What shall we do in the future,
and after duly considering if, we thought it would
be best to close the pressroom all the days in the
week, and have the press work done elsewhere. It

is not our duty to vemain in the same place and,

submit ourselves to repeated persecution, but it is
our privilege to flee when persecuted. The press-
room is. the department that cansed the offense in
the past, and while 1t would be putting us to some
inconvenience to close it, it would be consistent with
our principles.

As soon as this decision was made, we visited the
publishing houses to get their prices for press work,
and we took this occasion to talk with them about
. the truth, maklng the mogt of it, and in every case
" we found them in a very favorable state of mind.
We were surprised to see how much sympathy they
manifested, but in every case they tried to show us
the way out by compromising a litile, and cited the
Jewsasan example. The Jews have been persecuted
in Switzerland, and they have given away about
all their liberties. * You can do as they do, and
keep the Sabbath,” But we replled to them that we
had not an India rubber conscience, that could be
stretched to suit the circumstances, that we could
not vary in the least, although it Would be a financial
loss. That is just the testimony that those people
need, and I doubt if we could have given it in any
other way ; there was something thaf they could ap-
preciate. They knew what it meant bo have an
office fitted up and allowed to lie idle.

This vigit to the publishers convinced us that the
Lord is giving a testimony to the c¢ity in that way;
these men are leading men, connected with the
higher officers in the city, and some of them said,
“The judges are not easy on this matter.” They
were in a position to know befter than we, and
doubtless it was true.

The last publisher we visited to inquire prices of
press work, at first geemed a little indifferent, but
just as soon as he heard a statement of the case, it

seemed to touch his heart; we could see a-change
come over his countenance, and when we asked his
prices, he replied: “I do not want to take advan-
tage of the situation in the least. Tell me what it
costs you to do this work, and I will do it for the
same.” “ But no, you might be the loser, hence we
prefer that you state your price.” So he figured
on it, and his estimate was considerably below what
we could do the work for ourselves. The highest
estimate that we had for printing a certain work
was sixty-four francs; this man’s price for the same
was fifteen francs.

From this point on, we had some interesting ex-
periences that show how the Lord works. We
were inexperienced and did not know how it would
come out, but the Lord has led us and gone before
us and prepared us to take steps that were right, and
perhaps at some fature time we can talk about these.

THIRD ANGELS MESSAGE.—No. 4.

ELDER A. T. JONES.

" Our lesson cloged last night with the example and
the action of Christ, which he ghve to us when
solicited to cross the lme defining the boundary of
ambassadorship. We will begin this evenmg with
John 20: 21,

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my
Father hath sent me, even so send I you.

When Christ was solicited to perform the office of
a judge and a divider over men, he refused. Now he-
says: “ As my Father hath sent me, even so send I
you.” And we read in another verse telling what
the situation of the Christian is in the world. 1 John
4:17: “As he is, so are we in this world.” These
verses, however, are only saying, in ancther way,
the same truth which we studied last night: “They
are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.”
And from the expetience which we have heard this
evening from Brother Holser and Switzerland, would
it seem to be going too far to take all these scriptures
ag they read, and accept the principle that is in-
volved in them as it there lies? As stated in the
present week’s Review and Herald, our publishing
house was founded in Switzerland for the reason that
there was supposed to be the most liberty ; and that
there we would have the most opportunity to do our
work for the longest time. Also in the United

" States; it has been consideréd that this was the

home of liberty. That is true, it was. But now the
United States and Switzerland are the two countries
where there is more persecution, and where more of
these evils go on, than in Russia ifself. Does not-

1
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that of itgelf, from the experiences we have heard to-
night, demonstrate sufficiently, as a lesson to us,
that when we have any connection with these as
they appear to us, and lean in any respect upon
them, we are leaning on a broken reed; and that
the sooner we find that our our only refuge, our only
confidence, is in God, and our only allegiance is to
his kingdom, to his laws, and to the principles
which are there given, the better 6ff we will be?
This principle, stated in another way, is, not how

near we can conform or connect ourselves with
earthly governments and kingdoms ; but it truly is
how far we can keep away. We are not to see how
near we can go without compromising ; but how far
we can be away to be perfectly safe. That is the prin-
ciple. The%en commandments are prohibitions ;
one of them says, * Thou ghalt not kill;” and in
saying that, the commmandment does not describe to
us the line which tells how near we can go to killing
a man without doing it: but in telling us that we
shall not kill 2 man, it tells ns that we shall not
think a thought which, if carried out to its utmost
possible limit, could hurt a man at all. In saying,
“Thou shalt not commit adultery,” he does not tell
us just how near we can go to that without doing it;
but he tells us that we cannot think on that subject.
without doing it.

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou ghalt
not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judg-
ment : but I say unto you, That whoscever is angry with his
brother without cause [the Revised Version leaves ont ‘without
canse ] shall be in danger of the Judgment : and whosoever shall
say to his brother, Vain feilow, shall be in danger of the couneil :
but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

A man who goes so far as to think of another
that he is a fool, and decides the- question that he
is a fool, and then passes the sentence in words,
% Thou fool,” has committed murder; and the only
thing that waits for him is hell fire.

But what is the Saviour talking about? He is
teaching them what it means when it says, “ Thon
shalt not Kll.” And when God said, “ Thou shalt
not kill,” he forbade the thinking of a thought, or
the speaking of a word, which, if carried out to its
utmost possible limit, could lead to killing or to
doing harm.

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt
not commit adnltery: bat I say nato you, that whosoever looketh

on g ‘woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
already.

. Has done it. What? All he did was to look
and think., That is all. But he has committed
adultery; so that in forbidding to commit adultery,

he forbids a look or a thought which, if followed
up, could possibly lead to it.

"The law of God is intended to control the actions,
by controlling the very spring of the thoughts, That
is the principle upon which the Bible deals with
mankind. And in this principle that we are study-
ing,—the separation of religion and the State,—God
expects us to take our position upon a principle,
which it is tmpossible to push, by any possible means,
to a union of Church and’State, or of religion and
the State. If we take a posmon upon that sub_]ect
which, if followed, could possibly lead to 2 union of
Church and State, then we are wrong -—we have not
the true principle. Ifwe accept a point, or make a
statement, which, if carried out to its utmost possi-
ble bearing, could lead to a union of Church and
State; then that thing is teaching a union of Church -
and State. And if we, therefore, would be exempt
from it, if we would keep clear of it, in such a way
that our words, our teaching, our proclamation to the
world, shall be the festimony of God against the
beast and his image, and the testimony of the truth
as it is in Jesus, we are to'find a position, and hold
it, which it ig impossible, by any sort of dealing, to
cause to lean toward a union of Chureh and State.

Now we have found, and you agreed last night,
and every one must agree, that if the principles
which lie in these' texts which we read last night,
had been followed always by all who name the
name of Christ, it would have been impossible for
there ever fo have been a papacy in the world ; and
if the principles involved in these texts had been
followed by Protestantism from the day that Luther
sounded the trumpet of God until now, and should
continue so, it would be impossible for there ever to
be such a thing as the image of the beast.

Well then, we all know that the violation of the
principle lying in the texts which we read last night,
made the papacy; it makes the image of the papacy,
and it is impossible for the violation of the principle
ever to make anything else. The first step over the
line involves all that ever has come, from the first
step that was taken in the development of the papacy
nntil now.

There is another verse that we might read in this
connection. Mark 12:29, 30. When asked which is
the first commandment in the law,—

Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear
O Ysrael; The Lord our God is one Lord: aed thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al
thy mind, and with all thy strength.

. That takes all of the man, all the time, to be devoted
to God. How much then is there left with which to
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serve Cemsar? “Render therefore unto Cmsar the
things which are Cesar’s; and unto God the things
that are God’s.”™ A little money from the Christian—
the levied tribute — belongs to €msar. The Christian
himself belongs to God. How much of the Christian
is God’s, by the Christian’s recognized right? Of
course all men are God’s by creation and by pur-
chase; but the Christian recognizes God’s right to
him, and if takes a complete surrender to God to be
a Christian. To get into that position, a man has to
be born again, or else he cannot see the kingdom of
God, and that kingdom is not of this world. Then
as certainly as obedience to the commandments of
God calls for all the man to be surrendered to God,
o certainly there is none of the man left for the ser-
vice of Casar,

Look a moment at the verse We have just read.
“With ol thy mind.” When that law is fulfilled in
me, I want to Enow how much of my mind I am
going to have left for running politics, for wire-
pulling in municipal affairy, for working to elect this
man or that man, or to see who will nominate me
for office, or to see what position I can have in the
city or in the State?

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God . . . with all
thy mind.” But if I divide my mind, and put part
of it on these things, and give the rest to the Lord,
- — what about the double-minded man? « Unsta.ble
in all his ways ;" “let not that man think he shall
receive anything of the Lord.” - “ No man can serve
two masters;” ye cannot serve God and this world;
ye cannot gerve God and Cemsax.

As before suggested, this is not saying that the
tribute is not to be rendered to Cesar ; Christ has com-
manded that, but that is but a little money which
itself is coined and stamped by Cewsar; but our ser-
vice, ourselves, all there is of us, belong to God.
Chrigtiang are subject to the powers that be, but they
serve only God. And even this subjection to the
powers that be upon the earth; is ouf of conselevice
toward God, If says so. God must have all the
heart.

Now I am talking still on the subject of the beast
and his image, and all these movements that have
been set before us in the first two lessons, which
ghow the standing of the beast and his image ag they
are in the United States. We are studying the
reasons why these things are wrong which these
persong are doing; why it is that the churches in-
terfering in the political workings of the cities, and
through that of the country, and through this
proposing to confrol fhe nation~—we are con-
sidering why it is, and studying why it is wrong.
For, as I stated before, it is not enough for us to

" is still the dark world, the world of darkness,

tell people that it is wrong; we, K must show tfo
them that it is wrong, and show them by the Word
that it is wrong, that they may know from God
which ig the right, and by that which is the wrong.

Now there is another consideration that we shall
gtudy in thiz connection. In the Secriptures, you
know that the church is ealled the body-of Christ,
and Christ is the head of the church. We need not
take time to turn and read those scriptures ; there are
so many of them, and you are all familiar with them.,
Then with the church being the body of Christ, and
he the head, is not the church, practically and in-
deed literally, Christ in the world. But Christ
tanght, the Scriptures teach, a separation of Church
and State; Christ says, “I am not of this world.#

This blackboard happens to be standing here, 50 I
will use it, taking the figure we had last night as
between the darkness and the Iight. This world is
darkness, the rulers of the darkness of this world.
“Ye were sometime darkness, but now are ye light
in the Lord: walk as children of light.” Now let -
that blackboard represent the dark world with-
out this white mark upon it. When Christ came
into the world, the light shone into the world.
From Galilee there was the word of the prophet:
“The people which sat in darkness saw a great
light.” Let that white line on the blackboard repre-
sent the line between the darknessand the light. On
this side is the light. Here is where Christ is; there
Now
he says: his kingdom is not of this world. The
kingdom of God is the kingdom of light and of glory.
He is the King there, and “the kingdomn of God is-
within you.”

Now on which side of that line is the church?—
Wherever Christ is. For we found that he is the
church ; the church iz himself in the world. So then
here in the light is the church, here is Christ; over
there in the darkness are the States, the governments,
that are altogether of this world, -No govermnment
that ever was on the earth will enter heaven. Now
Christ is separated from them ; he refused, absolutely °
refused, to exercise the office of judging or dividing,
to do the thing that pertains, and by right, to these.

Another thing: He had “all of these kingdoms
of the world ” offered to him once, anyway. Why
didn’t he accept that offer, and thug become
the head, by gift, of all the governments and king-
doms of thigs world, and then manipulate them, and
by political means ©regenerate society,” « redeem
cities,” reform the mayors, governors, presidenis,
kings, and emperors, and thus “save’” the world?
Why not? That would have only confirmed the
world in eternal ruin.
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Christ did not accept them. He could not do so.

He was offered the governorship, the possession,
of all the kingdoms of the world once. He would
" not have it. But lo, here we find these church
leaders in our day actually grasping for: it, and
working to obfain it. If all Christians from the
day of Christ until now had acted in that re-
. gpect in regard to the kingdoms of the world, in
their measure ag Christ did in his, could there have
beenr a papacy? No. Could there have been an
image? Impossible. Then where is the place for
Christians to stand on that question? Where he
stood, refusing to have anything to do with the
kingdoms of this world.

Now there iz one other consideration we must
notide to-night, and that is that these church leaders,
these National Reformers, are doing all this to “re-
generate the city,” to “ redeem the State,” to “save
the' nation in the interests of society for the "pros-
perity of kingdoms, and nations, and the advance-
ment in civilization; ard this in turn is to rebound
to the prosperity, the glory, and the exaltation of
the church.” And they say, Ifthis clear-cut line that
separates between the Church and the State shall be
maintained, what will become of civilization? Then
how is the chureh to influence the world?” They
argue that the chureh certainly is in the world to do
good to the world in some way. Here are these cities,
states, kingdoms, and nations, that are corrupt, and
the church must have some influence upon them;
and if she is to be completely separated from them,
how is she to influence them in any way for good?
These are the queries that they raise, and the argu-
ments which they make.

Well, the answer to all that is, that by totally
separating from them is the only way in which she
can ever possibly influence them for good. The
church will influence the world, it will influence
kingdoms, it will influence nations, and the peoples
thereof, when, and only when, it ig faithfully the
church of Christ ; and is not of the world even as he
is not of the world. When ghe is not thig, ghe will
influence them,— that is true,— but only o their un-
doing.

Now I lay it down as a principle that the aim of
Christionity 48 not to civilize anybody. Christianity aims
alone at Christianizing men. And it is better, a thou-
sand times, to have one Christian savage, than to
have a whole nation of savage Christians. This ap-
pears paradoxical, I admit. Therefore allow me to
explain; for it is correct. The great boast of the pa-
pacy is that she is the civilizer of nations — even the
mother and the ground and the stay of civilization.
Let a papal missionary go into a tribe or nation of

.gtarted. I want you to think of that.

savages. He may get the king or the chiefs to accept
the Catholic teaching. He may indeed succeed in
getting them to put on clothes, and in tarning them
to the building of houses, fencing fields, and tilling
the ground ; thus turning them to a civilized instead
of the savage way of living. He may even get them
to forego warfare — except for “the faith.” In this
gense they are civilized. And upon this she calls
them all Christians. They are taught to consider
themselves Chrigtians. Other heathen and other
savages look upon them as Christians and count them
so. And so here ghe hags “a Christian nation.” But
as a matfer of fact, in essential disposition they are
unchanged; in heart they are still savages, and upon
occagion, especially in behalf of ““ the faith,” will show
themgelves absolutely savage. There is abundance
of evidence of this; for never was there on the earth
more savage savagery, even among savages, than
there was for ages in the Roman empire in the height
of the dominion of the papacy. It is impossible for
men to be more savage than were those champions
of orthodoxy. And that is what I mean by the
phrage, “savage Chrisfians.”

Now on the other hand, let a Christian minister
or a Christian individual go into a nation of savages,
ag they run wild in the forests, and present the gos-
pel of Jesus Chrigt in the love of God. Let one of
those savages be converted to Jesus Christ. He may

still wear his savage clothing, or lack of clothing ; he

may not know anything about building a fence, or
building a house, or anything of this kind, that is
signified in the term civilization; but he ds a Chris-
tian. The savage is taken out of his heart. Yet as
the world goes; as men look at things; and as relates
to civilization, he would pass only as a savage. But
he ig a Christian, and in being Christianized, in the
very nature of things, he is civilized, and as certainly
as he continues to live the outward forms of civiliza-
tion will all appear in due time. That is what I
mean by the phrase “ Christian savage.” And that is
what I mean when I say that that one Christian sav-
age 1s worth more than a whole nation of these sav-
age Christians.

If civilization were the aim and the object of
Chrigtianity, then there was no place for Christianity
in the world where it started, and at the time it
Were not the
Jews civilized ?

But if it be counted that the Jews were not up to
the proper standard of civilization to suit these Na-
tional Reformers, then let us turn to Greece and
Bome. What wag the position of Greece and Rome
at that time with regard to civilization ? — They had
guch a gtanding in civilization and all that pertains
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to civilization as that to-day civilized nations are
but copyists of the civilization, the art, the splendor,
the laws, and forms of government, of the Grecks
and the Romans, And for that reason I say that if
civilization is the subject of Christianity, if that is,
in any sense, the aim of Christianity and of Christian
work, then there was no place for Christianity in the
place and at the time when it started in the world ;
for there was a stage of civilization that the world
has neversince reached. Butwhat were the people?
They were heathen. And the gospel was sent to
those civilized heathen as much as to any savage
heathen that was upon the earth. And if there
could be any difference, these civilized heathen
needed the gospel more than did the savage heathen.

Now, as a matter of fact, the gospel will have a
great deal to do with civilizing people, provided that
no effort is made by means of the gospel to civilize peo-
ple. That is to say: If the gospel, which is put in
the world solely to Christianize men, is used only to
civilize men, you will not even civilize them ; whereas,
if that which is put into the world solely to Chris-

. tisnize men, shall be+ used solely for the purpose of
- Christianizing men, it will both Christianize men,
and, as a consequence, it will clvilize them,

It is the same old story all the time. If you take
the thmgs that God hag given for the supremest pur-
pose that could be mentioned or thought of, and use
t+hem for another purpose, you will miss the purpose
for which you use it; while if you will uge them
solely for the purpose for which God gave them,
then you find that purpose accomplished, and you
get all the blessed fruits of that and also all those
other thingg in addition. The Bible is full of illus-
trations of this principle, but it is all summed up
in this word: “8eek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness ; and all these things shall be
sdded unto you.”

Therefore Christians are not to aim at civilizing
men, but golely at Christianizing them ; and then the
civilizing will take care of itgelf. Christians are not
to seek to oivilize men in. order to Christianize them.
The Christian seeks to Christianize people in order
to save them. And Isay again, these National Re-
formers, in working for what they call the advance-
ment of civilization, in the interests of civilization,
trying to have the State connect with the church, are
simply working for the min of civilization that
ig already here. Thig effort will end.only in turn-
ing the elements of civility, even as far as they are,
into the most savage deviltry, in the image of the
besst. )

Then we are never to allow ourselves o be deceived
by any such argument as that. Point out the fact,

and show by holding steadfast to the straight up and
down line, heaven high, between the Church and the
State, that the church of Jesus Christ—Jesus Christ
working in the world by all the members of his
body, which is the church, for the Christianizing of
men, for their salvaiion.

Teach all, that with the church devoting all her
powers, all her mind, and all her strength, to that one
thing, she will influence the world and nations and
kingdoms — I wag going to say, infinitely more than
ghe will the other way, but she will not influence
thern at’all the other way for good. In this way she
will influence them only for good; whereas, to go a
hair’s breadth awry from that, only turns the influ-
ence which would e for good, into nothing but that
which is bad. '

The one is Christ, the ofther is antichrist. The
work of the church, the aim of Christianity, is not
civilization ; but SALVATION through feith in our
Lord Jesus alone. ‘ '

THE COUNCIL MEETING.

The meeting of the council on Tuesday afternoon
was devoted to the interest of education. Prof W.
W. Prescott, the Educational Secretary of the society,
addressed the! meeting. Of this excellent address
we can unforfunately only give brief notes,

It was not the intention of the speaker to state the
reasong for obtaining an education, nor to examine
technically the principles underlying education.
He wished rather to direct attention to the duties
and privileges set before us ag 1nd1v1dua1s in respect
to the matter of education.

The chapter from * Christian Education, ” page 141,
entitled, “ The Education Most Essential for Gospel
Workers,” was read, showing that God can and does
uge consecrated labor upon the part of those who
have not enjoyed educational advantages. It was
the part of the Pharisees to scoff at the simplicity of
Christ’s language while they themselves confused
their hearers by their learned discourses, and “the
people knew less of the meaning of the Scriptures
than before they had listened.” * There were many
souls starving for the Bread of Life. Jesus fed them
with pure, simple truth.” Again it was read: “The-
speaker who has not a thorough education may
sometimeg fall into errors of grammar or pronounci-
ation; he may not employ the most eloquent ex-
presgions or the most beautiful imagery, but if he
has himself eaten of the Bread of Life; if he has
drunk of the Fountain of Life, he can feed the
hungry soul; he can give of the Water of Life to
him that is athirst. - His defects will be forgiven and
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forgotten.” And again: “ The more clogsely man is
conngeted with the source of all knowledge and wis-
dom, the more he can be advantaged intellectually
&3 well a3 spiritually through his relation to God.
The knowledge of God is the essential education, and
this knowledge every true worker will make it hig
constant study to obtain.”

From this basis the speaker proceeded to point out
that the egsential thing in the qualifications for labor
in God® cauge is that spivit of congecration and de-
votion which leads every one to humbly make the
most of the talents and opportunities which God hag
given him. God does not accept us on the ground
of our gualifications but rather upon a consideration
of our faithfulness,

The thought that we are called to represent Jesus
Christ on earth in the great work of saving men is
an overwhelming one. We are ecalled upon to
preach the gospel of salvation ; for this message em-
braces the broadest possible presentation of the
gospel. The gospel of Christ is being cast agide by
the prominent churches of to-day, and a political
crusade taken up In its place. It is true that many
who do not have thig truth, preach the gogpel more
fully than some who have heard it. But it is still
true that the preaching of the gospel for this time
rests pre-eminently with those who carry the Third
Angel’s Meagage. .

The foundation of all true education is the knowl-
edge of God. This we obtain by a study of his
Word. There are many helps to Bible study. The
different denominations have their Commentaries.
One prefers Doctor 8o-and-So ; another follows some-
one else. But in thig regard we are the most highly
favored of all people. In the teachings of the
Spirit, we have the Lord’s own comments upon hig
own word. There are no other writings that demand
our study as do the Bible and the words of proph-
ecy. We should form s habit of studying and read-
ing the Bible continuously. If at firet we do not feel
interested, persevere prayerfully until light breaks
in, for it will surely follow. Do not neglect any por-
tion of the Scripture. God knows how to teach his
people, and the Bible was given for that express
purpose. We have of Jate put much study upon
the New Testament. But we should by no means
neglect the Old; and it is only by reading over and
over those gacred words that their real beauby ap-
pears.

The study of the Bible gives a basiz for all scien-
tific study. Especially shonld history be studied in
the Light of the Seriptures, becanse it is only from
their point of view that the greatest figures of earthly

_history can be rightly understood. History bears a

vital relation to the work of God. By his providence
it is connected 1mseparably with the development and
progress of his cauge. Opposed to that cause is the
great enemy of righteousness manifested in the
“Man of 3in,” in the mystery of iniquity. But we
can only have a clear perception of those things
when we view them as God views thern. The dis-
course wag listened to with interest.

——

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6.

THE BOOK OF COLOSSIANS.—KNO. 4.

ELDER J. H. DURLAND.

DIVINE STRENGTH.— CONCLUDED.

You may open your Bibles this morning to the
9th verse of the first chapter, and we will take up
the last part of the verse: “That ye might be filled
with the knowledge of hig will in all wisdom and
gpiritual understanding.” Notice the word “under-
sbanding,” and let us turn to the 11th chapter of
Isaiah, and find its starting point. “ And the Spiri$
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of coungel and might,
the gpirit of khowledge and of the fear of the Lord;
and ghall make him of quick understanding in the
fear of the Lord: and he shall not judge after the
gight of hig eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of
hig ears,” Verses 2, 8. Now read also 1 John
2:20,27 :—

But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know ali
things. But the anointing which ye have received of him abid-
eth in you, and ye need not that any man teaech you: buf as the
same anointing teacheth you of all things, and fs truth, and is ne
lie, and even as it hath tsught you, ye shall ablde in him.

We have two ancintings mentioned. We read that
the Spirit of the Lord rested upon Chrigt, and John
tells ug that we have an unection from the Holy One,
and through it know all things. Can we then expect
that that Spirit will do as much for us as it did for
Christ? Yes, if we will let it. * Cor. 2:10. “Buf
God hath revealed t hem to us by nis Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God.” In ourlast study we learned that we became
partakers of God’s nature. In doing this, we pai
ourselves into a position where the Spirit of God can
show us God’s mind as it is revealed in his word-
Thus we are taught the deep things of God. In the
Syriae Version the passage is reandered, * For the
Spirit exploreth all things, even the profound things
of God.” Brethren, we need to be enlightened ; we
need to go down below the surface, for we must have
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a deeper, a more thorough-going knowledge of spir-
itual things.

1 will read from * Christian Education,” pp. 80,
81:—

The Bible bas been placed in the background, while the saying®
of great men, so-called, have been taken in ifs stead.

When we come to a passage of Scripture that we
cannot understand, how often we think we would
like to know what some great man, Dr, Clarke, for
instance, has said about it. Or perhaps we are anx-
ious to get the opinions of some of the leading men
in our denomination. Sowe go first to this minister,
and then to another, and a third. When we come
to compare the opinions of these men, perhaps we
find them all different, and we say, “ It seems as
though our brethren ought to be nearer together
" than that” Now it iz not necessary to go to men,
and ask them such things. It is our privilege to go
to God, the source of all knowledge and wisdom.
Let us study the Word more for ourselves, and not
ask so many to tell us what it means. All that we
can ever expect from studying the Bible together, is
that through our mutunal efforts, the Spirit of the
Lord will open up the Word, and we will get below
the surface and gather up the pearls and take them
to ourselves.

Let us read further: —

Mzy the Lord forgive us the slight we bave put upon his Word.
Thongh inestimable trezsures are in the Bible, and it is like a mine
full of precious ore, it is not valued, it is not searched, and it's
riches are undiscovered. . . . Why is 1t that the word of God is
uninteresting to many professed Cbristians ?

Notice the answer: —

Spiritnal thirgs are spiritually discerned, and the reason of
gour lack of interest is that you lack the Spirit of God.

Yes, that is the trouble.
some man to explain it to you, but you need the
Spirit of God. “When the heart is brought into
harmony with the Word, a new life will spring up
within you, a new light will shine upon every line
of the Word, and it will become the voice of God
to your soul” There has been quite a change
among us a5 & people during the last few years in

regard to the study of the Scriptures, but we can-

change still more. Has it not been frue in your
own experience, that when you have gone to the
Lord for help to understand the Scriptures, instead
of depending on some man to tell it to you, the
Word has opened up before you, and you have been
surprised to see how much there was in i{? Bui we
have been afraid that we should be led to take some
position that others would not agree with, Brethren,
let us not worry about that. Let us read God’s word

It iz not that you need -

ag a letter written fo us individua,lly; and accept
what it gives fo us.
We read further from “ Christian Education”:—

Jesus is the light that Hghteth every man that cometh into the
world. He is the light of the world, and he bids us come unto
him, and learn of him. Jesus was the great teacber. He eould
have made disclosures on the sciences that wonld have placed the
discoveries of the greatest men in the background, as utter little-
ness; but this was not his mission or his work.” He bad come to
seek and to save that whbich was lost, and he could not permi
‘himself to be turned from his one object.

Following the thought of our text in Colossians,
when we have the spiritual understanding, we are
able to do what? * Walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God.” Then, being
enlightened by the Spirit, what fruits will we bear?
The fruits of the Spirit And what are they?
“Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, temperance.”

“Btrengthened with all might” The word here
translated might is translated power In Acts 1:8.
“Put ye shall receive power after that the Holy
Ghost iz come upon you.” It occurs again in Phil.
3:10. “ThatI may know him, and the power of
his resurrection.” The Greek word dunamis means
not merely power capable of action, but power in
action. Can we not from that draw oni something
for us? Have we not been looking for power, that
when a time should come that it was.needed, we
would have a whole store-house full of it, and could
all at once do wonders? But this kind of power
cannot be housed up. This power, which ig the
power of the Holy Spirit, is activity. Where it is,
there is life. This, then, iz the might, the power,
with which we are to be strengthened.

“Unto all patience.” Do we need patience? Is
it needed in the ministry? in the laity? in busi-
ness? in our families? “ Be patient unto the com-
ing of the Lord,” *“Here is the patience of the
saints,” “Let patience have her perfect work”
Paul tells us in the fifth chapter of Romans that
“ tribulation worketh patience.” Does it? Some-
times. Generally impatience, says one. And iz it
not just ag natural for & minister after he has ex-
horted othersto be patient to manifest impatience
himself as soon as something®goes wrong? I don't
suppose any of us are so mild in our dispositions
that we never meet with anything that does not stir
ug. I believe it was Mr. Spurgeon who made the
remark that “the man whose backbone was so stiff
that he could not bend it, wag sure to get his head
bumped; but the man who had no backbone, never
could stand at all.? It is a good thing for a man to
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have a spirit to undertake a thing and carry it
through in spite of obstacles. The man who is will-
ing to be pushed in thizs way and that, will never
amount to anything. It is not patience o have no
mind st all. Patience is being controlled by the
Bpirit of God, and so glorifying God in all that we do.
‘When we lose our temper, it is no use to try in our
own strength to reform, and say to ocurselves, I will
never do that again. We will, as surely as we are

terapted. Rather let the Bpirit of God enlighten the

mind, that this “ power in action ” may come in, and
control our words and actions. ‘

‘What do we understand by long-suffering? To
suffer long,is it? Yes, and it is a good thing to
have. The absence of it is the very cause of church
strials. I firmly believe that many more people are
disfellowshiped from the church hecanse some
give way to their personal feelings and prejudices
and act hastily, than are disfellowshiped properly
and congigtently. Think over this. Let your minds
go back to past experiences. You can see some of
those things now as you could not see them at the
time. Ask yourself if this is not so. While there
was a wrong, it was exaggerated, and the mermber
disfellowshiped because of somebody’s impatience.

Now let us read Col. 1:12: “Giving thanks unto
the Father, which hath made us meet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”
Here we are told that the Father has made us meet,
that is qualified, to be partakers of the inheritance;
and Paul tells us in Eph. 1:11, that we have ob-
tained an inheritance. In whom do we have it? In
Christ.

Verse 13: “Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom
of his dear Son.” Notice especially the tense. We
are not told that God will do this, but he has. Let us
make this personal, and ask ourselves, “Is it the
case with me to-day?”

Verse 14: “In whom we have redemption through
‘his blood, even the forgiveness of sins.” What is
redemption? Buying back. Can we do anything
to redeem ourselves? No. We are in bonds and
darkness. Light and freedom we get only through
Christ. Redemption beging where the fall began.
Innocency wag the firet thing lost, and with it
went everything elgse. Christ restores it to us in
‘hig Iife, and with it all things. In him we have all
things, and can do all things. Phil. 4:18. This is
divine strength.

In him human weakness is lost in divine
strength; our foolishness becomes the wisdom
of God; our sinfulness becomes the righteousness
of God. :

THE COUNCIL MEETING.

Tr1s meeting was again devoted to the interests
of the canvassing work. An essay, prepared by
Elder A. J. Breed, of District 5, was reaa by the
secretary of ‘the Convention, E. R. Palmer, and will
probably appear in these columns. It reviewed the
gituation im the district, and contained comments
and suggestions pertaining to the general and local
work. The paper was well received, and was
worthy of consideration.

Following this, Elder R. M. Kilgore, of District 2,
gave an extempore account of the canvassing work in
the South. He heartily endorsed the sentiments of
the article just read, and {sald it eéxpressed better
than he could do, the condition of things in the
South as relating to the canvassing work.

In some regpects the South pregents unique agpects
in regard o the circulation of reading matter. It is
generally known that among the colored people and
a certain class of white people, illiteracy prevails to
to a larger extent than in the North. But it is a
pleasure to report that this obstacle ig being gradu-
ally removed. Observation and statistics show that
education is on the increase in the South. From
1880 to 1890 the decreage of illiterates among negroes
wag nearly four per cent., and among the white peo-
ple, nearly eight per cent. Since 1890 we have no
official statistics, but the work of education is going
even more Tapidly forward.

Elder Kilgore spoke encouragingly of the success
of the canvassing work in his district, And threw out
some pertinent hints in regard to the proper rela-
tiong of head canvassers to the workers. He would
encourage the circulation of small books written in
pure, simple language,

In glancing over the field there is much to encour-
age us. The time when there was not a single Sab-
bath keeper in District 2 was but a few yvears ago.
Now there are churches or companies in every State
in the South. During the past year three active -
ministers of the gospel have embraced the truth.

After Elder Kilgore had spoken, Elder Olsen ad-
dressed the meeting. He said in substance : —

God is now testing his people to ee who can he
depended upon in hard places. We are heing
watched, and proved, and tested. Some canvassers
have expressed the thought that they as canvassers
were classed as the least of the agencies in God’s
work. There are no class distinetions among God’s
workers. Fach one, if faithful, will receive the ap-
proval, Well done. It is nothing against the can-
vassing work that it is sometimes made a stepping
stone to the ministry. Each should do faithfully

.
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the work committed to him. The great burden
ghould be to do the work in hand faithfully. Every
branch of work ig important. Each beaxs its part.

F. L. Mead said : T have been much interested in
the points brought out in the readings and remarks.
Qur work is a pioneer work. Tt i s work of pro-
gression and agpression. TFor this reason it has
been and wiil be beset by many diffieulties. The
hard financial depression has had its effect upon the
canvassing work. The remedy for the present state
of things is not in dropping it and turning to some
other line. Rather, the diffieulties will best be met
by taking a firmer hold upon those methods and
means from which we have departed, and which in
the past have brought success to us. While fewer
books have gone out in the last few years, I am sat-
isfied that more good per volume has been done
than by the Dooks sold in years past. Our can-
vassers have left a better influence.

Elder H. P. Holser spoke of their experience in
gelling books in Central Europe: We have been

holding to the 6ld principle that it is best to carry’

* one book, a high priced one, and put all the energy
on that. But there iz another class of canvassers
who have had best success in selling small- books.
While hard times may come, they don’t come as a
rule in all parts of the fleld at once, When there
is a depression, we ought to put our shoulder to the
wheel and lift the harder. Our canvassers in Switzer-
land have t0 pay $30 per vear license in order to
sell books. When the license is taken out for six
months, $20 is charged. Canvassing work is one of
the best schoals to fit us for labor in any department
of the message. It ig an excellent discipline of the
mind,

Elder C. McReynolds spoke of the necessity of
following up the interest awakened by thé canvass-
ing work. Examples were cited showing the work
done in Kansas,

Elder H. E. Robinson spoke of the work of selling
our periodicals as it had been carried on in the At~
lantic Conference. A good work has been done, es-
pecially in selling the Review. Lists had been worked
up by some canvassers, reaching in several instances
to0 300 copies. While it is a mafter ot experiment
with us, we still believe that much good will result
from the carrying owt of the plan.

Goop men who agree in principles may not at
first agree in their deductions. Butall that is needed
to produce harmony, even in carrying out principles,
are forbearance, teachable minds, and the aid of the
Holy Spirit. “He will guide you into ‘all truth.”

HEALTH TOPICS.— RESPIRATION AND DIGESTION.

J. H. EELLOGG, M. D.

[Tue lecture reported below was accompanied by
experiments and llustrations which brought out
many interesting remarks that cannot be well re-
ported without the illustrations. Ience this report
is briefer than we might wish.— Ep.]

We were talking yesterday about breathing. Per-
haps you may be interested in a deviee which I have
had constructed to illustrate the process of respira-
tion, and have brought dowu to ghow you.

[A glass jar was exhibited, being made to represent-
the human chest, and having a rubber diaphragm
at the bottom. Within were two rubber bags to
represent the lungs, and a little globe, part of glass
and part of rubber, to represent. the heart. A tube
from the top conducted air into the rubber lungs.
When the dlaphra.gm wasg pulled down, the lungs
would fill with air, and the heart would alse expand.
This illustrated the influence of respiration upon
the action of the heart. Full breathing expands
the heart, and ‘aids the cireulation. of bleod.. The
apparatus also showed the action of the oxygen,
or pure air, upon the blood. A dark hlue fluid
was poured into a cup at the side of the glass
chest, which communicated with the heart by
means of a tube. TFluid representing pure air was
ingerted through a tube into the heart. As the
large diaphragm was worked, the blue fluid (bad
blood) flowed into the heart, and as it flowed out
into a cup on the other side, it was turned into a
bright red. This beautiful illustration showad how
proper breathing aids the circulation of the blood,
and purifies if.]

Digestion.— We will talk a little while now about
digestion. Digestion is the process by which food
materials are rendered soluble and converted into
the tissues of which our bodies are compesed. The
process beging in the mouth and ends in the tissues.
The digestive organs of various animals are formed
according to the kinds of food upon which the ani--
mals subsist. The barnyard fowl, for instance, has

-no teeth, since its food is swallowed whole, is mois-

tened in the crop, and is ground in the gizzard. Hu-
man beings have no organ which corresponds to the
gizzard, hence, if we do neot grind our food in the
mouth, it is never ground at all.

[To illustrate how the process of digestion is begun
in the mouth, a number of chemical tests were made.
Starch is the food element that is digested by the
saliva. Two tubes containing starch water, one of
them with saliva, the other without, thus represent-
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ing masticated and unmasticated food, were shown ;
and a drop or two of iodine solution was put into
each. The one dontaining the saliva soon showed
that the starch had been digested, or turned to sugar,
while the blue eolor of the other showed that the
starch was not changed.] This shows the necessity
of chewing the food well. If starch foods are not
well magticated, so that the digestion beging in the
mouth, they are not digested in the stomach at all,
but rather impede that process until the food 1eaches
the intestines. The movements of the jaws in chew-
ing excites the flow of saliva. Fishes have no saliva
glands. Ifa man eats his food like a figh, it will not
get much benefit from the saliva, as the saliva does
not flow. The flow of saliva can be increased by
eating hard, dry foods, as crackers, and the like.

[A test was made upon starch into which a little
oxalic acid had heen introduced.] This is the kind
of acid which pie-plant contains. It was found that
this acid entirely prevented the digestion of the
starch. Vinegar acted in the same way. This illus-
trates why it is better not to eat vegetables and fruits
at the sarne time, if the digestion iz weak. The acids
of the fruits, if strong, may prevent the digestion of
the vegetables. This is the reason the Lord told us
Years ago that vegetables and fruits should not be
eaten zt the same meal. Ile simply gave the fact,
and did not tell us why. Science reveals the reason

why. Less than one drop of oXalic acid in the .

stomach would be sufficient to prevent digestion of
the starch foods. Likewise one-fourth of atea-spoon-
ful of vinegar will prevent the proper digestion of the
‘starch of an ordinary dinner. :

The saliva acts upon the food in the mouth, if it has
an opportunity, and then in the stomach. ‘The gastric
juice acts upon the food while it is in the stomach;
the bile from the liver next does its work; then the
fluid from the pancreas; and lastly the intestinal
Juices. AN kinds of food can be digested in the
intestines. Cane sugar can be digested here only.

THE CANVASSING WORK.

ELDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

(Read before the Council, Feb, 3.)

BixcE 1849, when Elder James White published
" 300 copies of the little sheet called The Present Truth,
along down to the present time, the Lord, through
the teachings of his Spirit, has called the ‘attention
of his church to the importance of getting reading
matter before the people around us. In 1865, when
Seventh-day Adventist literature was simply the

Review, Instructor monthly, and a few small pamph-
lets and tracts, and when the sales from our one
small office in Battle Creek did not amount to more
than $1500 per year, this testimony was given to en-
eourage getting the reading before the people, “ There
are many honest souls who would be brought where
they wounld embrace the truth by this means alone.”
—Vol. 1, p. 551.

In 1867 Brother Matteson had just started, here in
America, the publication of tracts and pamphlets in
the Scandinavian language. Then this encouraging
testimony was given: —

The proper circulation and distribution of ¢ur publications iz
one of the most mportant branches of the work.— Vol. 1, p. 687

Comparing the efforts that our people were then
making with what was being done by other denom-
inationg in their work, it was gaid: — '

Liberality i8 carried out in the sale and donations of Bibles
and tracts. Seventh-day Adventists should be as far ahead of
these in the ;book matter.as in other things, God help us. —
Vol. 1, p. 690. ’

In 1871, when the sale from the Review office had
increased to about seven thousand dollars a year, it
was said to us: —

There has never been a more important perfod in the history
of Beventh-day Adventists than at the present time. Instead of
the publishing work diminishing, the demand for our puhlications
is greatly Increasing. There will be more fo do instead of less.—
Vol. 3, p. 92.

The publications which go forth from the office, bear the sig-
net of the Etermal. They are being seat ered all through the
land, and are decid ng the destiny of sonls. Men are now greatly
needed who ean tranclate and prepare our publications in other
languages, to reach all tongues, and that the message of warning
may go to all nations, and that they may be tested by the light of
the truth, that men and women as they see the light, may ture
from the transgression to the obedience of the law of God.— Vol
3, p. 207.

In the year 1879 the sales from the shelves of the
two offices, in Oakland and Battle Creek, amounted
to the sum of $31,780.60. This, to those who had
seen the publishing work start from almost nothing,
looked like “a big thing,” but with the opening of
the next year the Testimonies began to speak of a
new line of work., Then, for the first time, we began
to read of securing canvassers for our bocks. In that
instruction we note these words :—

Hundreds of men should be engaged in earryiag the light alf
through our cities, villages, and towns. Ir alt parts of the field
canvassers should be selected. Notfrom the floating element in
soclety, not from men and womeun who are good for nothing eles,
aud who have rasde a success of nothing, but from among those who
tave good address, tact, keen foresight, and ability, Such are
needed to malke a success a3 colporters, canvassers, and agents.—
Vol. 4, p. 389,
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Hthere is one work that is more imporfant than another, it is
that of getting our publications before the publie, thus leading
them to search the Seriptures. Vol. 4, £. 390.

Two years after this, in Nov. 1881, a brother in
Baftle Creek was going from one to another of our
ministers, and reasoning with us that, if “ Thoughts
on Daniel,” and ©“ Thoughts on the Revelation ™ were
combined in one book and illustrated, eanvassers
could be secured, and could sell ii as other publishers
were selling their books. Tt looks strange to us now
that we were zo slow to believe what -the Lord had
said two years before about the suecess of the canvass-
ng work.

When it was seen that books could be sold by
Adventist canvassers, many presented themselves
who were in no way qualified for the business, and
then came these words: —

COanvassers are wanted to labor in the missionary field. Per-
song of nneouth manners are not fitted for the work. . . . The
work of the eolporter is elevated, and will prove 2 suceess, if he is
bonest, earnest, and patient, steadily pursuing the work he hag un-
dertaken. His heart must be in the work, he must rice early, and
work industrionsly, puiting to proper use the faculties God has
given himn.  Diffenlties must be met. If confronted with unceas-
ing perseverance, they will be overcome.
tesy. The workers may he comtinually forming a symmetrical

. character, Great characters are formed by little acts and efforts.
- Vol. 4, p, 603.

Testimony 32 was published in the year 1885, a
year in which our canvagsers soled 63,000 worth of
books. In that Testimony I note these words: —

The canvassing work is God’s means of reaching many that
wold not otherwise be impressed with the fruth. The workis a
good ome, e object high and elevating; and there should be a
corresponding dignity of deportment. . . . The canvassing work
is more tmportant than many have regarded it, and as much eare
and wisdom must be used in selecting the workers as in selecting
men for the ministry. . . . Lift up the standard; and let the self-
denying, the lovers of Gtod and humanity, joln the army of work-
ers, Let them come not expecting ease, but to be brave and of
good courage undet ebuffs and-hardships. Let those come who
can give a good report of our publications, because they themselves
apupreciate their value.— pp. 161, 162.

We'notice in the instruction for successful canvass-
ing that one of the essential qualifications mentioned
is “honesty.” It has seemed to me that strict hon-
esty would lead them to say, when they had sold
books, of the portion of the proceeds helonging to
the society, “ This i3 not my money, and I have no
more right to use it without permission than to take
any other money intrusted to me for safe keep-
ing and use that for my own purposes.

Some canvassers have not been able to meet thelr
expenses from their commissions on their sales of
books, and in their necesgity have taken the liberty

Much is galned by cour--

to use that portion of the sales money which be-
longed to the Tract Society and the publishers. The
Testimonies have spoken on the point of proper re-
muneration of faithful canvassers. From a letter
from Sister White, dated Aug. 3, 1894, I quote: —

If one undertakes the canvassing work, and is noi able fo sus-
tain himaelf and family, it is the dufy of his brethren, so far as
lies in their power, to help him out of his difficuliy, and disinter-
estedly open ways Whereby this brother may labor acceording to his
ability and obfain means honestly to sustain his family.

Mark, this does not say the canvasser should be

_kept under pay at unsuccessful canvassing; but

it does seem to establish a principle, that the diligent
and faithful canvasser should not be left to bear mis-
fortune alone. I trust that the wisdom of this Insti-
tute may devise some mode of relief by which these
difficulties in the canvassing work may be bridged
over, and the faithful canvasser be made to feel that
he is not to suffer alone. ,

We will notice another feature in the promise
that success  will attend canvassers. It says he
“ghould rise early, and work industriously.” Now
I have made some - careful observations in the cases
of some canvassers' who have complained of * hard
fields,” and * lack of success.” It hag seemed to me
that, other conditions being equal, in most cases the
success of the canvasser has been in proportion-to
the time employed in actual canvassing. T call to
mind a cage where a man complained of his territory,
which, however, was considered by the tract society
officers as good territory. He wanted to go to
another field which he named. He 'was permitited
0 go. Looking over his reports in the first-named
field, he did not average three hours per day in the
canvassing work. He took the other field, and it
was reported how “much better success” he was
having there. On eomparing his reports in the two
fields, we found that in the new field he was putting
in some seven or eight hours per day, and that the
increased suceess was just in proportion to the
actual time devoted o canvassing work.

Another case was of a man who made complaints
of how “ discouraging ” it was to canvass, and meet
with so “little suecess.” I looked over his reports
for a time, and found that in this iime in whieh he-’
was-complaining of having such “ poor success” he
did not average over six and eight hours per week
in actual canvassing. Could he succeed in any other
business and devote no more time per week than
that? Is eight hours per week of work being indus-
trious? In “ Testimony ” 31 we had cautions in re-
gard to such canvassers, in these works, * Indolence
marks the lives of too many at the present day.
They turn their shoulder from the wheel just when
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they should persevere and bring all their powers into
active service.” Page 130. Of those who have the
“true spirit of the work, we read, “ The love of Jesus
in the soul will lead the canvasser to feel it a privi-
lege to labor to diffuse light. Those who are doing
" "this work from right motives are doing an important
work of ministering. They will manifest no feebls,
undecided character.
vassing work are weak, nerveless, spiritless, easily
discouraged. They lack push: They have not the
positive traifs of character which give men power to
-do something. “Testimony,” 82, pp. 159, 160.

I} -

OUR WORK AND EXPERIENCES IN CENTRAL
EUROPE.— No. 2. ‘

ELDER H. P. HCLSER.

I mavE been requested to continue the account of
<our work in Switzerland.© When the question of
‘Sunday work came up, some said it was not time for
us to take a stand on that guestion; that we were
not yet well enough acquainted in Burope for this,
our constituency wag too small; we should go slow
until we had more members and were better ac-
-quainted and had circulated more literature, then it
would do for us to join issue with the authorities on
'this important question. To this it was replied, It is
always time to obey when we are convinced that a
certain thing is our duty. If we believe that we
should work on Sunday, then it is time to obey, and
a3 to our numbers, that cuts no figure whatever, If
2 man be all alone in a nation, and is convinced that
something is duty, he should perform that without
stopping to reason about its effect. The fact that
‘God requires it is sufficient to show that he is able,
for one man with God on his side is a majority
against the whole world. Furthermore, as for mak-
ing our work known in the country, the quickest and
best way is for us to obey the Lord; that will bring
us into favorable notice the soonest, and in the way
in which we wish to become acquainted. That isthe
-only thing that will give us a sure footing in the
nation.

Last evening I closed with the account of our,

visiting the publishers in the city of Basle During
this visit, all of them expressed. the feeling that we
should appeal our case, for the police court ecould
not do otherwise than condemn us, as this was a
Federal Law, and the only way to secure relief
was to lef the case come befors the Federal Court.
Every one believed that justice would be given us.
They said, Furthermore, it is unfair for you to leave

Many who engage in the can-

the matter here, it does not give our authorities a
chance to express themselves favorably.

After considering the matter further, it was de-
cided to appeal. First, for the purpose of spreading
the truth; second, for settling the question that has
been raised. Whether this was the best step to
take, I am not prepared to say, but the event has
proved that it has spread the truth. If we made a
mistake, the Lord in his mercy has helped us. As
soon as this question was decided, another question
arose, “Will you employ an advocate, 2 lawyer?”
We said, “ Yes, we will employ a lawyer, and we
will employ the very best one; we want a lawyer
who knows the situation thoroughly, an advocate
whe understands the hearts of men. There is but
one advocate of this kind,— Jesus Christ the right-
eous.” S

There is a lawyer in the city of Basel who has at-
tended to our legal affairs. We have often talked
with him about our position and work, but he never
could see that our question was a religious one, al-
ways contending that Sunday laws are not religious,
but purely civil. In talking with him about the
question of appealing, and some of the formalities in
this step, some thought it might be best to let him
manage it for us. We finally said to him, “ Doctor,
how eould.you properly present our cage if you did
not believe in 14?7 Ie said, “ If I were to take it
up, I would procure your works, study them, and
work myself into it until I really believed it myself.”
That reminds me of another lawyer in Switzerland
who said,* Give me twenty france and I will write
an article against myself” There is only one advo-
cate that can plead cases in the Third Angel’s Mes-
sage, and we trusted in Him.

The appeal had to be presented in writing; we
could not appear in person. This appeal was
printed and fifty thousand copies were circulated in
the French and German languages. We placed it first
in the hands of the editors, who gave it a review in
their journals. Then if was placed in the hands of
every citizen as far as possible. At the same time
all of our churches were vigited and brief studies on
the situation held,— on.our relation to the State, and
our duties at the present hour.

On the same trip we visited aleo the editors and
talked with them about the question. Ome of the
first called on was a leading publishing firm in Zu-
rich. TIhad before met one of the managers. Upon
entering his office, without introducing the matter,
he said, “ T have noticed you are having an inter-
esting time at Basle. I have observed your case
with much interest and have thought much about it.
It is a very interesting question for us printers. I
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am glad to see the stand that you have taken,” We’

had a very pleasant mterview, but we did not think
of proposing to him that he insert an article in his
paper. He was the editor of the official organ of
the Printer's Union in Switzerland. We did not
suppouse that he would care to discuss ocur guestion
in his journal, but before the interview closed he
asked, “ Cannot you furnish us a brief statement of
your case, an account of your people, their numeri-
cal standing, and the prineciples you represent? I
would like to have it for our journal.” Of course
we were not slow in présenting this to him, and
without using our words, he worked it over and pre-
sented a most excellent article, taking a decided
stand on the side of right and justice, This went to
all the publishersin Switzerland.

We vigited other editors and were favorably re-
ceived. Some of them were decidedly in favor of
the position that we took, saying that they were
always ready to battle for liberty. We also had ex-
periences which illustrated how such matters will
gpread the truth. Brother Mc Xee, who was with
" me, brought the address of a lady in Zurich, whose
two daughters had embraced the truth in New York,
Upon calling on this lady, she at once began to ex-
press her regrets about. her daughters. She was
very much distressed because they had embraced
the truth, and gaid, “That may do in America, but
one can never live in Zurich and kéep the Sabbath.”
She had never heard of any there trying to keep the
Sabbath ; did not know that there were any in Switz-
erland, except in Bagle. She had recently seen a
notice in the paper about some difficulty they were
having there. The fact is that we have had a church

in Zurich for eight years, the city has been canvassed

repeatedly ; thousands and thousands of tracts have
been placed there, yet this woman knew nothing
about 8. D. Adventists, but as soon as this question
came up, it attracted her attention at once, and I be-
fieve this is a good illustration of how these things
will atiract the attention of millions whoe have never
heard the truth. )

In 8t Gallen, where we have a church, I alo
visited the editors. Some of them were quite favor-
able, but in almost every case they could not see
that there was a religicus issue in this Sunday law
movement. All claimed that it was but a political
arrangement, I had a conversation of about one
hour with one of the editors, who had formerly
been a pastor, but thought I had not convinced
him that it was a religious question. TLateran arti-
cle of some length appeared in his paper, and 1
was happily surprised to see by it that he had
turned completely about, taking the position that

Sunday laws were religious, and against liberty of
congcience.

Also at Schaffhausen, I visited, In addition to the
editors, some of the state officials, one of which.
would correspond to our Congressman, whom I had
met before, a man of extensive experience both in
Europe and South America. He expressed himself’
as decidedly in favor of liberty, and wondered how it.

.was that the authorities of Basle could treat us as_

they did. Said he: “If this matter comes up in.
the National Council [Congress], I will take a de-
cided stand in favor of liberty of conscience.”

From here, in company with Brother Mc Kee, I
went to the city of Berne, the capital of Switzerland,.
to visit not only the editors, but also some of the |
state officials, as we knew the matter would come to-
their attention and we desired to talk with them
about it. We first called on one of the directors of a
leading railway system, who is also a congressman,
and affer this upon the minister of justice. 'We were
favorably received in both cases. The ministér of
Justice sald that this would concern more directly
the chief of the Department of Industry, and recom-
mended us fo call upon him. We did so, and had a
very pleasant interview, discussing the question at
issue. We went to thesé men not in the sense of ask-
ing anything of them, but to talk to them about the-
truth and to help them if possible to see the fruth in.
the igsue before us. ‘

The chief of the Department of Industry said, “T
am decidedly in favor of liberty of conscience, and:
will do all in my power to see that you enjoy it.
There are, however, certain limits to liberties of con-
science. For example, if your conscience told youm
that you must every month set somebody’s house on
fire, we, would have to interfere with you. We re-
plied that this would not be a question of conscience-
at all, it would be a crime, and they would take us.
in hand for the crime. This will illustrate to you'
how men in high positions like that, have not a just.
sense of what Iiberty of conscience is; and we, with
limited learning, but with the truth of God, can en-
lighten even such men.

After this we asked an audience of the President:
of Switzerland. This was granted. The first gues-
tion wag, How shall we introduce ourselves? What
excuse shall we give for taking his time. To intro-
duce ourselves, I took along the appointment which
I had received from the General Conference as their
business agent in Central Europe. This is quite 2
lengthy document, having first the appointment, then.
the signatures and seals of the officers of the General
Conference, thig being legalized by a Notary Public
of this county. Then his signature was again legal-
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ized by the Secretary of the State of Michigan, this
was further legalized by the Secretary*of State of the
United States, and lastly, by the Swiss minister at
Washington. Thus there was a whole line of seals
and signatures. I handed this to him to show who
I wag and what I represented. He took it and
glanced through it until he came at last to. the gig-
nature of the Swiss minister at Waghington, when

ke said, “ Why, this is my signature.” He was seven °
_the teachers and professors, The teacher who pre-
. sented the case was a Jewess.

years ago the minister at Washington and signed
that document ; this made & friendly miroduetion.
As we presented the matter to him, he said, 1
have already heard of you. A short time ago I was
in Basgle, and met while there your Mr. Krons-
berg, who told me of your experience. Mr. Krons-
berg has charge of our. bindery, but is not one of our
people. When young, he was a playmate of Mr.
Frey’s. And thus just at this juncture they chanced
to meet, and the President learned of our situation
by this means, and also this document happened to
be signed by him, and it all worked together to favor
the interview; the Lord directs in all such matters;
he sees the end from the beginning, and prepares
the way for us, and we do not know how many
things he is now preparing for us in the future, and
if we are faithful and trust him, he will bring all to
have an influence at the right time and right place.
Although he had been in America many years as
an officer in our last war, and minister at Washing-
ton, he had never bheard of Seventh-day Adventists.
That interview with Mr. Kronsberg in Basle was the
first he had heard of us as a people. As stated, my
interview was pleasant with him, and he made some
suggestions as to what course we had better pursue
to secure justice. He advised that it be presented
to Congress, as the law-making body only could
give relief in the matter. It is just the reverse of
what it is here in America. Here the Supreme
Court decision is final and can declare the laws of
Congress unconstitutional; but in Switzerland this
is not so, the Supreme Court can never question the
constitutionality of federal laws. Congress only can
do that. Of course}if it makes a law, it believes it

_constitutional or it would not make it, so there is not

much hope of getting relief from it.
After this visit to Berne, we went to the French
churches, visiting the editors at the same time, and

. found in many instances that the people were much

stirred up by the occurrence in Basle. Now an illus-
tration : In the Jura mountains, in one of the beau-
tiful valleys, we bave a small church. The husband
of one or our sisters here is a professor in the school.
In several vigits we have tried to talk with him

about the truth, but he was always indifferent,

-However, on this occasion, as soon as we came in,

he commenced at once to talk about the situation
and the truth, and for a whole hour he continued to
talk about the matter.

He wag all stirred up about it, and related an ex-
perience he had had in the school. Just about that
time one of our families had been fined for not send-
ing their little girl to the public school on the Sab-
bath. This matier was presented in a meeting of

Ag soon as she
presented it, the gentleman referred to, arose and re-
proved her before the teachers, Said he, “That
little gir] staid at home because she keeps the Sab-
bath. You area Jewess and instead of acensing that
little girl for this conduct, you, yourself, ought to
have remained at home and kept the Sabbath.”
Thus outsiders bear testiraony to the truth where we
have no access.

At this place, another gentleman, a.. outsider, said,
“ Tf the Supreme Court decides against these people,
I will be the first one to circulate a petition to have
that law changed.” In Switzerland all laws are sub-
witted to popular vote, and in case a petition is cir-
culated to have a law changed, or repealed, if fifty
thousand signatures are obtained, it must be sub-
mitted to a popular vote. That is what he meant
by circulating a petition.

While on this visit, the appeal was already in the
hands of the Supreme Court. We tried to find out
when it would come off, but our lawyer at Basle
said we could not know this. Thinking that he
knew better than we, we dropped the matter, not ex-
pecting to be present at the hearing; but the Lord
had a way, and where' man could not help us, he
helped us. While on this visit among the churches,
I received word from one of our brethren in Lau-
sanne, where the Supreme Court Palace is located,
saying that on the 10th of October our case would
be heard. It happened he was acquainted with a
Secretary of the Court (we did not know that before),
and he learned of him when our case would eomne
on the docket.

Our appeal was not read in full. It was referred
to one of the seven judges of the court. He studied
the case and presented it with the opinion that it be
rejected. Hereupon the president of the Court called
upon each one of the judges for his opinion. Two of
them were in our favor, one of them decidedly so.
He saw plainly that there was a religious issue in it,
that it was a gquestion of conscience, that Sunday
laws were contrary to the Swiss Constitution, but said
he, “ We are helpless in the matter; the only help
for these people is to bring it before the law-making
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body,” and he recoramended that that be done.

While in London I heard that a gentleman con-
nected with the publishing house which does our
printing in London, on returning from a visit to
Switzerland, asked what had happened to our peo-
ple, for he hea.rd of our sifuation there repeatedly
We know of some who have been reached by this
agitation who had not before kmown of the truth.
There is one case of a teacher who has charge of a
boy’s school in Germany, on the border of Holland.
One of his former pupils sent him a clipping from a
journal in Belgium,which presented our case. Here-
upon, this professer sent to us a halfdozen pam-
phlets which he had written upon the Sabbath ques-
tion, strongly advocating the S8abhath. Before this,
we had never heard of him nor he of us, Since,
we have had quite an interesting correspondence
with thie gentleman,

Anocther, a professor of a school in Eastern Prussia,
" on the border of Russia, also learned of the matter,

and hag become interested in our case. I also

received a letter from a gentlemman in HEngland,
who sent a pamphlet which he had written on
the Sabbath, advocating the Sabbath, but had not
before heard of us. In addition to hig letter, he sent
algo $5 to help in agitating the question in Switzer-
land. How much further these journals have spread
" a knowledge of the truth, we know not, but it is
- atfracting the attention as nothing else that has
occurred. Everywhere in Switzerland people know
of it, their attention iz called to the truth, and
those who have a real desire to know the truth, will
know where to learn more.

Omne occurrence that has been of special interest in
our experience i3 a meeting of the Evangelical
Alliance in Basle, at the time that our appeal was
before the Supreme Court. The Evangelical Alli-
ance hag quite a record in Burope for its efforts in
behalf of lberty of conscience. It has worked for
liberty of conscience, not only among the Protestants,
but also among the Catholics in the far Hast, and it
was thought by many that it would certainly take
up our case, for not long ago they took up the case
of the Salvation Army, and worked very diligently
to secure their liberty in Switzerland. One member
of the Alliance, quite a leading theologian in Switzer-
land, wrote fo this meeting in Basle, asking the
Alliance if they could not do something in our case.
His letter was. presented to the meeting, and dis-
cusged informally, and referred fo one member for
his opinion, and he reported adversely, his chief
point being this, — that we were the great enemies
of Sunday; therefore they could do nothing for us.

(To be continued.}

THE STATE AGENTS’ CONVENTION.

THE ¢ighth meeting of the State Agents’ Convention
was called promptly at eight A. ., Feb. 6. The
blessing of God which was earnestly sought at the
opening of the meeting, was manifested in a gratify-
ing manner. Brother N, Z. Town presented a paper
on “The Progress «and Needs of the Work in Great
Britain.” ¥

Through the labors of Brother Ellery Robinson
and 2 visit from Brother E. M. Morrison in the
spring of 1891, the canvassing work in Great Britain
wag placed on a solid basis. The principles and
methods are much the same ag those followed in the
United States. Hard times have cut down the sub-
seription book sales to some extent during the past
fwo yearg, but there has been a great increase in the
sale of Present Truth, “ Bteps to Christ,” and of tracts.

The larger part of the territory in the British Isles
is ag yet unfouched by the canvasser. © Bible Read-
Jngs ” has beensold amon the Protestants of North-
ern Ireland, and there are canvasgers located in
thirteen of the English counties, but dunng the past
year there has been only one regular canvasser to
each of the forty millions in that field. The area of .

Ahat whoele conclave of islands is legs than Missouri
"and. Illinois, but the population is equal to all the

United States, excluding General Conference District
No. 1 and North Carolina. Nearly all are English-
speaking people. At the present time the northern
counties of England and nearly the whole of Scot-
land, which have been hardly touched, present a
very promising field for work. Would it not be
wisdom to send men from drouth-stricken districts |
$o this field of labor? Since the call for Jaborers is
so great, and all fields are wanting more men,
Brother Town made the modest request that only
fifty beselected for the British field. The spring
being the most favorable time t@ go to that climate,
he advised that they be sent as soon as possible
after the General Conference. .

At the close of the reading, many questions were
asked concerning the conditions of work in Great
Britain which called forth many interesting sugges-
tions, and some vital principles. We should hold
before us the fact that “the field is the world.”
Adaptability is the secret of success in going to a
new field, and, above all things, one should avoid
making invidious comparisons. We should enter
into, and enjoy the condifion of, things as we find
them in any country to which we may be sent.

The General Agent expressed his gratitude that
the meeting had faken such a pleasant turn in favor
of supplying laborers for needy fields,

¢
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THE MEETINGS.

ONE may by a careful reading of the reports catch
the spirit of the meetings; at leagt, they may discern
it. Buf all will feel that there is a wide difference
between being here and reading about if. To those
who do not have the privilege of attending these

- grand meetings, we want {0 say that the Lord is
here. His blessing is felt in every meeting, Those
who have the work of teaching have sought the aid
of the Spirit, and light i3 beaming from the sacred
Word. There is no undue excitement.
ghould there be? We have contemplated’ our pres-
ent position for years. God has not brought us to
this place at a bound,—but step by step. And, as
Elder Olsen remarked before the Council, we are
now in a place where we cannot afford to make mis-
takes. Calm judgment, deep study, prayerful pon-
dering of our steps should characterize our work,

God never moves rashly or depatts frotn that word
which is everlasting. God never becomes fiurried
or hurried. Time is short; but he who measures
tirne and sets its bounds controls the work, and he
will see that one does not Tun out before the other.

There is an evident lack among us of an intimate
knowledge of the Scriptures. Our study has heen
too superficial. As we go down, the veins seem to
become richer. And it is often remarked that “ this
is going deeper than ever.” There is manifest a pre-
vailing degire for & deep personal work in Christian
experience. Such desires, if retained and acted
upon, will secure God’s rich bleasing. And so, while
we are already enjoying the divine favor, we confi-
dently expect that greater blessings are yet in store,
and that this meeting, as it is the most important
ever held, will alse be the best, becauge the most
blest.

EDITORIAL NOTES. -

HErper DurRLAND gave utterance to some good sen-
timents about the use of the various readings and
versions of Bible passages. The practice of using
them is subject to two extremes. One is the rejec-
tion of such readings. They have. their uses ag giv-
ing the different forms which the same idea assumes
in the minds of different men. These different
forms of the same idea will frequently assist us in
forming an intelligent and correct idea of a text
On the other hand, the ypractice of substituting
other reading for the accepted version may be car-
ried to such an extent as to undermine confi-
dence in the Bible as God has in his providence
given it tous. It may be safely claimed that né

Why

version of the Scriptures extant is so well entitled to
our unlimited confidence as the Authorized Version
and Revised Version of the English Bible. Harm
may be done by constant or too frequent use of
other translations by imparting to the one who uses
them' and to his hearers the impression that the
Bible we have is unteliable. The result would be
fo lead to the conclusion that none but the learned,
who are able to read various languages, are gualified
to read or teach the Scriptures. This is the great
bugbear of the church of Rome. Her priests hold
that it i3 unsafe to place the Bible in the hands of
the common people.

TrHERE are many features and circumstances of
such a meecting as this which the BuLLzTin repre-
gents that do not get into the reports, and are yet
of themselves precious; and they would be interest-
ing to our readers, The BunreTin would earnestly
request delegates to furnish it with the knowledge
of such features of the meeting in order that the
abgent readers may as far as possible enjoy the privi-
leges we share together here.

Roowu is gladly given in this and the next BuLLE-
1IN to.the remarks of Elder Holser in reference to
the emergencies that have arigen in Switzerland,
all the more 0 because here the enemy iz at present
crowding in higs forces to crush the truth. Let us
pray for those who now have to stand the brunt of
the battle. Switzerland is an old hbattle-field be-
tween truth and oppreasion.

THE studies conducted by Elder Durland on the
Epistle to the Colossiang each forenoon are given as
clags studies in an informal manner, Questions and
answers are quite freely exchanged between teacher
and class, though not to the extent to impede the
study. Thig mode of study brings the teacher nearer
hig auditors, and by way of variety, if for no other
reagon, it adds to the interest of the exercises. The
nature of the exercises do not readily admit of an
exact report of all that is said, and we must leave
our readers to put in mentally the questions, replies,
and remarks that are interspersed.

Pror. W. W. Parmscorr has been incapacitated
for filling his part of the program for three even-
ings by a severe cold. We all hope he may soon
be able to resume his chosen topic. For two even-
ings Elder Holser spoke in his place, and on last
evening Elder F. J. Hutching, of Central America,
oceupied the hour.
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