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The Sclence of Salvation.—Ne. 2.

A, T. JONES.

{Cont.nued yrom page 64.)

So, then, when the fact stands thus demonstrated
in threefold measure before the world, of the ab-
solute impotence of every effort of the human
mind in its perfection to attain to any good when
the heart is turned from God, what ean the Lord
do for the world if these three world-lessons will
not teach the people? What cax he do for men if
they will follow in that way, in Spite of these
three examples of solemm warning? God has re-
corded these three instances to teach us the impo-
fence of the highest effort of the mind in all
branches of science, art, snd literature, {0 do men
any geod, to keep them hack from sin, to lead them
toward any good of any kind whatever, when
they forget the salvation of (zod and the science
of salvation, which he has given to the hearts of
men,

I ask therefore: Are we to copy the foolish-
ness of Greek and Roman? Are we to be charmed
by their idolatry, and to.think it is art? Ave we
to be interested in their religion, when it is alto-
gether enormity? It is not enough to say itis
mythology; it is enormity.

But some one will say, Is not their literature in-
valuable?! Let us see what God thought it was
worth. At the time when through the Greek
language he was introducing the science of salva-
tion throughout the world, the Lord had the
whole world of Greek literature before him, and

the Roman, too, for that matter. Yet he found
only three short sentences in the whole realm that
were worth picking up and putfing in this treatise
on the science of salvation. I will give you
them. One of them is in the seventeenth chapter
of Acts. Tiis quoted from a Greek writer by the
name of Aratus, and is this. I read from the
twenty-eighth verse. Paul is speaking, and

saysi—

““Certain also of your own poets have said,
For we are also kis offspring.” A~ Greek writer
saild that man is the offspring of God. The Liord
picked that up, and said, That is true.

Another one is in the fifteenth chapter of first
Corinthisns, and the thirty-third verse, The
first part of the verse is, ‘““Be not deceived.”
These are the Lord’s words. The rest of the
verse is quoted from a Greek writer named Me-
nander: “Evil communications, corrupt good
manners,”

The other one is in Tltus, the first Ghapter and
the twelfth verse, and is from Epimenides, as
follows: *‘The Cret”ms are alway liars, evil
beasts, slow bellies.’

Those three passages were all that the L.ord
was able to find in the whole realm of Greek liter-
ature that were worth taking up and putting his
endorsement upon.

Well, then, I do not say that this is all that
anybody can use to profit. There are historical
facts in the Greek language that are of value.
But (God is teaching the things that are most val-
uable to all mankind; he is teaching the prinei-
plesof rightand truth, not simply brmtrmcr before
the World an array of facts. And ﬁll that he
could find in the whole field of Greek literature
that could be used in.the interests of truth or
righteousness as principles to guide man, was just
these three statements: “We are also His off-
spring;” ¢ Evil communications corrupt good man-
ners;” and ‘‘the Cretians are akway liars,” Who
else can find any more than that, that will do him
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any good in the way of righteousness and truth,
purity and integrity? ,

Now do not forget. The Greeks and Romans
were not low down, degraded, ragged, ignorant
heathen ; they were aristocratic, cultivated, and
mogt highly educated. How could it be other-
wige when the things which they knew and taught
are the pinnacle to whichteachers of to-day aspire?
Julius Cemesar was one of the most accomplished
men that ever lived—in courtliness, etiquette,
sostheiics, and manners generally. DBut what was
his character? The most guarded description of
it, to be anywise full or fair, would be unfif to
print.

‘When the Liord has shown how absolutely vain
is all science, all Jearning of all kinds withont his
salvation, then I gay again, What can he do for
men if these things which he has set before the
world will not instruct them that that is not the
way to take? If men will not be instructed by
. these things to take the right way, to allow that
God’s seience 1s the chief, and that what he knows
is the best, then how can mankind hope to escape
the evil that has come upon all these that have
gone before?

The gelence of God’s galvation is the one thing
for men to know, first of all; and to have that
lead us, guide us, balance us, to hold us every-
where in all things, and against all things evil
And it will do all this. That is the blessed truth.

1 read last night, and read again:—

Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gen-
tiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make all
men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God,
who ereated all things by Jesus Christ. Eph. 3:8,9.

What is that mystery of God %—*‘Christ,in you,
the hope of glory.” Christ the power of God,
and the wisdom of God, the gospel, the power of
God unto salvation—that is the mystery of God;
that 1s the science of salvation. That is the scien-
tific truth, around which all other sciences center.
That power of God unto salvation every man
must have to hold him back from the evil that is
i him. The evil that is born in every man will
earry himn to perdition, in spite of all science, all
Iiterature, all art, all religion, everything the
world can furnish, or that it ever could furmish,
unless he lays hold upon the power of God unto
salvation, which comes to a man by faith of Jesus
Christ.

Without that power in the heart, even the

science which God taught—to say nothing of the
literature, the art, the religion, and all that the
heathen taught—is impotent to hold back man
from sinning. W ithout that, every vestige of evil
that is in a man will show itself, in spite of all
these other things. That is why it is the power
of God unto salvation: it saves man against every
evil. X

The mystery of God, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory; Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom of God; Christ and him crucified; that
alone, that all in all, that over all, in all, through
all, now and through eternity,—that is the science
of salvation, the chief of all sciences ; that which
leads all sciences, takes precedence of all, and
guides in the study of all. Let it be so with all
forever.

Then let the Lord by his Spirit so draw us to
himself ; let the heart be so opened to that power,
to the fellowship of that mystery, to the Spirit of
(God, that he may implant there Jegus Christ, his
grace and his virtue. And as we hold our hearts
open to him always, and to none but him, as a
flower to the sun, we obtain in all its fulness, his
righteousness, his power, his salvation, his mercy,
his truth, his joy, his gladness, his peace—Q, and
his eternal life!

Charity. #

G. E. FIFTELD.

(Sunday Evening, Feb. 14, 1897.) .

THE text is 1 Cor. 18:13: ““And now abideth
faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest
of these is charity. ”

Here is surely a wonderful comparison. Faith,
without which man’s life would be like that of
the beasts that perish, bounded by the narrow
span between the waking and the evening.  Faith
thai sweeps back the horizon of our existence
until eternity, with all its sublime possibilities, is
brought as a motive power into our lives. How
great is faith! Yet it fs not the greatest, or the
grandest. *‘ Andnow abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is charity.”

Hope, without which the heart would break.
Hope that in every darkest night still whispers
of the dawning morrow; on the brow of the black-
est storm-cloud ever writing the bow of promise.
How grand is hope! Yet itis neither the greafest

* Abetract of discourse preached at Y. M. C, A. Hal!, Lincoln, Neb,
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nor the grandest; for the greatest of these is
charity.

We have lost the beauty of this word, as we
have that of many others, by conventional usage.
Charity is not the coin flung to the beggar, nor is
it that quality of the mind which enables us to
think and say that a lie is as good as the truth, if
one believes it sincerely. Truth is all-important;
and Christ came from heaven to earth, saying,
“T am the truth.” God himself sanctifies us
only through the truth. Still, while charity does
not depreciate the importance of truth, it is that
which looks upon a man’s opinions beyond their
truth or their falsehood, their orthodoxy or their
beterodoxy, their popularity or their lack of
popularity; beyond man’s social state; beyond his
education or his ignorance, bis poverty or his
wealth; beyond even his morality or immorality;
and back of it all, and beyond it all, and away
down underneath it all, charity sees a human
soul. A poor, deformed, shrunken thing it may
be, infinitely missing the high possibility for
which God created it; and yet a human soul still,
s0 precious as to cause Christ to give his life for
it. And charity loves it not for what it is merely,
but for what it is capable of becoming, and gives
itself in love and longing to bring out the possi-
ble in that life.

Peter says, ““Add to your faith virtue; and to vir-
tue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance;
and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godli-
ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness, charity.”” So charity is the
highest Christian grace, the topmost round of the
Christian’s ladder from which the soul steps off to
heaven with its eternal joys. It is the love of God
—not merely our love to God, but his love acting
in our hearts as it does In his. We read, “ God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”> This word
“world”’ is cosmos. It means *‘order, harmony,
arrangement, beauty.’” But one says, The world
.was full of sin, out of order, out of harmony, almost
a chaos fustead of a cosmos. But God’s keen eve
of love saw the possible cosmos underneath the
chaos, and gavehimself in his Son to bring out that
possible in the world, and in our lives. The second
vorse in the Bible says, * The Spirit of God moved
[or brooded] upon the face of the waters.”” O, this
brooding love is love not of what 4s merely, but of
what is to be! It is thus that God’s Spirit broods

not only over the chaos in the unformed world, but
over the chaos in every human heart and life. As
Carlyle says, ‘‘With other eves could I now look
upon my fellow men; with an infinite love, an infi-
nite pity. Poor, wandering, wayward man! Axt
thou not tried and beaten with stripes, evenasI am,

and ever? Whether thou wearest the royal mantle
ot the beggar’s garbardine, thou art so weary and
so heavy-laden, and thy bed of rest is but a grave,

O, my brother, my brother, why can not I clasp thee
to my bosom and wipe all thy tears away? Man,
with his so mad wants and so mean endeavors, had
become the dearer to me; and even for his suffer-
ings and his sins I now first named his ‘brother’.’”

This is the only true way of looking at human-
ity. - John says, “ Beloved, now are we the sons of
God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be.”
So the best of us are only prophecies and possi-
bilities of some grand future beyond our utmost
dreaming. Humanity takes on new glory when.
we behold it thus, and underneath the rough ex-
terior Love’s keen eye beholds some good in every
heart.

Some people make great effort to love God.
They seem o seek to project their love into space,
hoping it will hit him somewhere. God wants us.
to love him here, enshrined as he is in a weary
and hungry-hearted hwmanity. He says, Inas-
much as ye did it unto one of the least of these,
ye did it unto me. In the beautiful legend of
Sir Launfal, the man who had sought afar through
all his life for Christ and the Holy Grail, when
be realized his failure, and felthimself akin to that
other failure in the beggar’s form before him,
giving the asked-for coin not in coldness, but i
love, found there what he had been seeking in.
vain all his life, for the beggar was transformed
before his gaze into the image of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. )

Studies in the Book of Hebrews.—No, 6.

E. J. WAGGONER.

(Monday Afternoon, Feb. 15, 1897.)

Webeginwith the ninth verse: ** Wesee Jesus.”
Where are we looking?

(Voice) “To man in his fallen state.”

Yes, our gaze is directed to man’s first dominion;
as we look we see him fall, and, still looking, we see
Jesus taking man’s fallen condition, and crowned
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with glory and honor. We, as well as the restof the
professed Christian world, have been for themost
part looking at what is rather than at what ought
tohe. When we have read of the dealings of God
with his people in the O1d Testament, we have lost
sight of his design for them, and have seen what
they took, rather than what God intended them
to have. God’s design was one thing, and what
they took was something else. If they had ac-
cepted God’s plan, and taken what he had for
them, their history would have been vastly dif-
ferent. :
God was with them all the time; he did not for-
sake them; but that was no proof that what they
did was right. Tf it were, that would be an end
to any improvement in Christian living whatever.
“God has been with me in the past when
I kept Sunday,” says one. That is all right.
“@God has been with me, and I won’t change.”
He was with such, but he will not remain with
them long if they proceed on that basis. If they
think they have nothing still to receive, they are
leaving the Lord. The Lord was with Israel that
by all means within his power he might lead them
to take what he had for them in the beginning.
Now we look 2t the wonderful dominion that
God gave to man, every man, for Jesus in win-
ning it back tasted death for every man,—and
that is what we want to look at a great deal,—
the completeness of the dominion, the digmity
conferred on man. So wonderful was the honor
placed on man, that although God himself is the
supreme ruler of the universe, his purpose was
that he would rule the earth only through man,
and that he would not interfere outside of man.
But man is dust. And here is & lesson of what
God can do through dust. But while looking
there we do not now see all things put under man,
hut we see Jesug—dJesus lower than angels, that is,
man, The Word was made flesh. God was man-
ifest in the flesh, in human flesh in the beginning,
because the power that worked in Adam was
God’s power. Then when man sinned, and repu-
diated God, God did not take him at his word,
and leave him alone, but went down with him as
low as he fell, and said, Poor man, I will help
vou ; and He stayed with him. So we see Jesus
lower than the angels; that is, we see him as man.
But we see Him erowned with honor and glory as
the son of man. Mark this, it is as the Son of
man, not as the Son of God, that we see him
crowned with glory and honor. If was not nec-

essary for the Son of God to come to this earth
to suffer in order that he might be crowned with
glory; for he was the very shining forth of the
bright glory of God. But he made himself of
no reputation, emptied himself, and became man;
took humian flesh, in order that man might again
be erowned with glory and honor.

“We see Jesus, who was made a Jittle lower than
the angels, because of the suffering of death
crowned with glory and honor.” Notice that in
this verse we have the whole of Christ’s work for
man. We have his humiliation and death, and
his resurrection and ascension. When Christ was
raised from the dead, how high was he raised?
Read again: “The exceeding greatness of his
power to us-ward who believe according fo
the working of his mighty power, which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the
heavenly places, far ahove all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, hut also
that which is to come.” Eph, 1:19-21.

‘When Christ was raised from the dead he was
raised to the throne of God. “‘And you hath he
quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.”
He ‘““hath raised us up together with him.”
Christ was raised from the dead to glory just the
same way 28 when the righteous are raised from
the dead they are raised to glory. But even now
through the power of the resurrection we are
raised with him who sits in heavenly places as
the man Christ Jesus. All this was done for Christ
as man, for Christ as one of wus. There is no
question about that. We all understand that. If
we do understand if, we understand a great deal.

I do not mean to say we comprehend it, but we
understand it in the way that we understand any
truth. ‘‘By faith we understand.” That does
not mean to say that we can figure it out and ex-
plain it; that cannot be done. That cannot he
known even in eternity; it cammot be explained.
That ig the mystery of God. Only the mind of
God can fathom it; only God can understand ity
but we can understand it and get the good of it
by believing it, and it then becomes a practical
experience to us,

Jesus by the grace of God tasted death for
every man: ““‘For it became him for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in bringing
many sons unto glory, to mske the Captain of
their salvation perfect through suffering.” It be-
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came him; it was a fitting thing; it was a neces-
. sary thing, it was exactly the thing to do. Whom
did it become? Look closely at that verse. He
who brings many sons unto God, makes the Cap-
tain of their salvation—Christ—rperfect through
suffering. So we have in this verse God the
Father, the many sons who are brought to glory,
and the Captain through whose sufferings they
are brought to glory. It became God to make
their Captain perfect through sufferings. Tle
tasted death for every man. Tt was a fiting
thing to do, and the only thing that could be done
to carry out the original plan of giving the earth
to man,—that eternal purpose that could not be
changed even by man’s fall.

All judgment is committed to the Son, to
Christ, not because he is the Son of God, but be-
cause he is the Son of man. As we studied a few
minutes ago, God has designed (and he does not
change his purpose) to rule the world, the domin-
ion which he gave to man,—not this world, but
the world to come,—solely through man. Be-
cause dominion was given to man, therefore to
man is given judgment. But do not forget that
God’s people are not to rule in this world. It is
not this world, but the world to come, that God
- has put in subjection to man,—a perfect world
under the dominion of perfect man. Now just
note in passing how the simple truth takes the
bottom out of every false theory.

Take the theory that Christians are the people
above all others that have the right to rule in this
world, because they are the only ones that are fit
to rule. But they are the only ones that have no
right to rule in this world. They have nothing
to do with it. To them is given the world to
come. O, let us not be selfish; when God has
given to s the world to come, let us not try to
rob the people of this world of all the comfort
they can get out of it. Do not rob them of it; it
is not fair. Instead of Christians heing the only
ones who are to rule this world, they are the ones
who are to keep their hands off. Let those rule
it to whom it pertaing. To God’s people pertains
the world to come. Then what have we to do?—
Our part is to get away from this world, and to
gather into our arms as inany poor souls as we
can get, and take them along.

So in the pursuance of God’s original plan, the
dominion being lost by man, man must win it back,
beeause if some other being than man wins it back,
then the plan is not carried out. DBut we say it is

“Jesus to us, in indissoluble bonds?

God in man. Of course it is, because’it was God
in man in the beginning. It is God in man all the
time, Who could rule the world in the béginning *
Man could not rule it; dust could not lift itself up
to doanything; but God in man could do all things.
So as by man came death, by man came also the
resurrection from the dead. O, there is a won-
derful honor God has placed upon man, but man
must not think that he iz God. He is dust, bat
(od’s presence in him glorifies him.

“For both he that sanctifieth, and they that are
sanctified, are all one.”” Wherefore Christ is not
ashamed to call them brethren. We have seen in-
stances of men who were ashamed of their families
—men who, having come into better circumstances,
acquired a little bit of learning perhaps, or a little
exira money, are ashamed to have it known that
they belong to their family., They do, neverthe-
less; they are the same blood. Baut he who sanctifies,
and they who are sanctified, are all one. Where-
fore he is not ashamed to acknowledge the family
relation. Do not you see that that binds the Lord
He acknowl-
edges he is not ashamed to own us as brethren.
What is the proof of it t—Saying, “I will declare
thy name unto my brethren.”” To whom is hé
speaking when he says, I will declare thy name?—
Christ speaks to the Father, and says, I will declare
thy name unto my brethren. Who is that?—It is
we. 1a it because we are so good that He is not
ashamed to eall us brethren? If we were good,

-would there be amy use of saying that he is not

ashamed ? There must be something that, under
ordinary circomstances, would make himn ashamed,
O, there is epough, under ordinary circumstances,
to be ashamed of. But the proot that he is not
ashamed is found in the fact that he says, “I will
declare thy name unto my brethren.™

Now, what condition is it that would make it
necessary that Christ should declare God’s name
to any one? What is the only condition under
which he shounld need to declare the name of the
Father?—It is that they do not know the name.
There would be no use in declaring the name if
they knew it. Then those to whom-he declares
the name of God, are those who do wot know the
name of the Father, and they are his brethren. -
What do we call those who do not know the name
of the Lord?—Heathen, are they not? BSuch we
were before we were converted. You can re-
member the time when you did not know him. I
can remember the time when I did not know him
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any more than if I had been born in the heart of
Africa, I had heard the name, but I did not
know him. Then those to whom Christ says, I
will ““declare the name of the Lord,” are the
heathen people—not necessarily the heathen in
Africa, buf the heathen in America, or Eurape,
and all over the world. The Lord says, Theyare
my brethren. '

Crod would bring many sons to glory. He calls
them sons. They are his sons, dishonored, dis-
graced. Adam is said in the genealogy in Luke,
10 have been the son of God. . When he fell, what
then?—A fallen son, a prodigal son. The prodi-
gal son took his father’s goods, and then went and
wasted it; buthe was a son nevertheless. The father
Said, *‘ This, my son, was dead, and is alive; was
Tost, and is found.” So we read, ““ Behold, what
manner of love the Father hath bestowed apon us,
that we should be called the sons of God.” On
whom?—On us—on poor fallen wretches, *‘Be-
hold, what manner of Iove the Father hath be-
stowed upon us.” Who?—Me; that I should be
called the son of God. That is love. Christis
up there in heaven. We are groping in darkness
and ignorance, and he says to the Father, T will
o down and declare thyname to my brethren. I
will show my brethren who you are. They do
. not know you. They are aliens and foreiguers.
They have been misled, and have talked against
you; I will go and declare your name to them,

And what is that name? In Ex. 84:6, 7, we
read:—

The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-sufforing,
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping merey for
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.

That is the name of the Lord. “‘The name of
the Lord is a strong tower.” Now Christ says,
“Y will declare thy name unto my brethren.” It
makes no difference what the color of the skin,
where the men are born, what they have done,
where they have lived, how poor, despised, and
weak., Christ says, I will go and “declare thy
name unto my [their] brethren.” So every fol-
lower of Christ will say, “‘I will go and declare
thy name ubfo my brethren” in China, in India,
in the slums of the city. We will go and declare
his name to all of cur brethren whom we can find.
And that is the only thing that will put life into
the missionary work., Weare all brethren—there
is no such thing as * foreign missionary work.”
The fleld is the world. It is all the same field,
In one sense we are all foreigners, pilgrims,

strangers, in & foreign field; but there is no for-
eign field in the sense that one partof the world is
foreign to the other. Christ regards himself as
one with all mankind, and that is why he saves
man; and we can really share his work of saving sin-
ners only as we recognize our relation to them.

Take the tenth chapter of Romans for 2 mo-
ment, beginning with the sixth verse: ““Butthe
righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this
wise, Say ot in thine heart, Who shall ascend
into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from
above:} or, Who shall descend into the deep?
(that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.)”
This text is quoted from Deut. 30 : 12-14, when
Christ is called the “ Word:"—

It is not in heaven that thou shouldest say, Who shall
go up for us to heaven, and bring unto us, that wo may
hear it, and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that
thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us, and
bring it to u’s, that we may hear if, and do it? But the
word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy
heart, that thou mayest do it.

Say not in thy heart, who shall ascend into
heaven and bring Christ down. Why not?—Be-
cause he is already here. The coming down is
the humiliation, the crucifixion: coming down, he
humbled himself, and became obedient, even to
the death of the cross. Or, say not, who shall -
descend into the deep, to bring Christ up. Why
not?—He has risen. But where is this crucified
and risen Christ?—‘“The Word is nigh thee.”
How near?—*‘In thy mouth, and in thy heart;
thatis, the word of faith, which we preach: that
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved.”

What kind of people are addressed when it is
said, “Keep these commandments that I com-
mand thee this day?

(A voice) *‘Sinners.”

But they say they cannot doit. They may say,
I do not know what the commandment is. The
word is to those people who do not know it, or if
they do know it, they do not do it; at any rate
the word comes to sinners. Yes, God sends the
word to all peoples, to let them know the eternal
truth. He has come here, In the flesh. God is
made flesh, and in that flesh he is glorified, because
he has tasted death for every man.

Christ has come in the flesh, my flesh. Why?
Is it because I am so good?—O, no; for there is
no good flesh for Christ to come into. Christ has
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come in the flesh, in every man’s flesh. “*‘That
was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world.” The life is the light, and
lights every man. In other words, every man in
this world lives upon the grace of God. “*Itisof
the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed;”
and that is true of the man who blasphemes God.
Where did that man get bis hreath?—From God.
(God continues breath to him in his wickedness,
in order that the gitfi may revesl God’s goodness
and he repent: for it is the goodness of God. He
iskind to the evil and the good; he sends rain upon
the just and the unjust; that is God.

He [God) giveth to all life, and breath, and all things,
-and hath made of one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, that they should seek
the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find
him, thongh be be mot far from every one of us: for in
‘him we live, and move, and have our being; as certaln
-also of your own poets have said, For we are also his
Offspring. Acts 17:25-28,

What am I doing now?—Moving. How am I
able to move?—DBy the power of God, Ttis God's
power by which I move. Now, as I am moving,
making this motion [throwing out the arms], Tam
not doing any harm. But suppose I get nettled
at some one, and I come so close to him that his
head should be near where my fist is as I strike
out, and I should hit bim; would it be a differ-
ent force which T use?—No; the strength that we
use to fight even against God is simply the power
of God in us,—Christ’s power in the man. The
goodness and long-suffering  of God is such
that he will stay with us, and let his power be so

prostituted and turned against him, in hope
that we shall be brought to repentance. Here is
the glorious truth—in him we move. If weare
wiliing to allow God to use his own power, his
-.own way, then all our movements will be just such.
as God prompts. Fourteenth verse:—

Forasmneh then as the children are partakers of
.flesh and blood, he also himsgelf likewise took part of the
same; that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver them
-who throngh fear of death were all their life-time sub-
. ject to bondage.

Some one asks, Is the power of God in man
~when he sins? How are you going to find out?
Look to the Word. The Word was made flesh.
How many kinds of flesh are there?—One flesh of

man. Al men are of one flesh. We are all sons
.of Adam. We are all brethren. We are all re-
lations, and we need not be ashamed to deny the
: relationsliip, because the best man is of himself no

better than the vilest. Christ is not ashamed,
Where does power come from? ““Power belongs
to God.” Ts there any other originator of power,
or source of power?—No; but there is perverted
power. That is rebellion. Suppose the United
States should have war with Spain; would that be
rebellion?—No. They are two independent na-
tions, But suppose the State of Nebraska should
begin war with the United States. O, that is re-
bellion, because the United States are one power.
Men are in rebellion against God because they
have turned his power against him. But the fact
that we are in rebellion against God, shows that
we are bis children, fallen, butliving only by the
power of his life.

I do not want any one to make a purely theo-
retical thing of this; it is the joy of salvation. Tt
is the power of the gospel to me personally. It
is everything to me. It is what gives me the
hope of salvation, and courage to work for fallen
humanity who are just as bad, some of them, as I
was. 1 never saw any one in the world that I
thought was any worse than 1 was. Here is a
man that does not know the Word. Ile may say,
I don’t know anything about it. He may say in
his heart, How can I find the way? how can I
know how to be right? 1 can’t find God. Say to
bim, Did you make yourself -—No. Do you sup-
port yourself, even when you say you are earning
your living? Who gives yvou your strength?
Now, there is one thing we need all the time fo
keep our lives going. Itisair. Did you make
this air? Where did you get the air you breathe?
It is God’s air; it is the breath of God. ‘

God put his own breath into man’s nostrils, in
crder that he might live. Thatisthe way we
continue to breathe. It is the breath of God
that keeps us alive, the Spirit of God in our nos-
trils. Well, that man must acknowledge what is
so patent that he cannot help but acknowledge it;
nawmely, that be did not bring himself into ex?
istence, and that he cannot perpetnate his exist-
ence for one instant. He is brought face to face
with the power of God in bim, keeping him alive.
It 4s Christ in fallen man, it is Christ in ocursed
man, it is Christ with the curse on him, it is
Christ-exucitied. Christ taking fallen, sinful hu-
manity upon him, is Christ crucified. Do not
say in your heart, Who will ascend up into heaven
to bring Christ down to me,that is to be crucified ?
No ; he is here in the flesh.

“Tf thou wilt confess with thy mouth the Lord
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Jesus.” What is it to confess him? To confegs
a thing is not to make it so, but it is to acknowl-
edge that the thing is so. Now the fact that we
are to confess is, that Christ is come in the flesh.
0, let me read a word here. Rom. 1:18-20: “For
the wrath of God is revealed from beaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold down the truth in unrighteousness.” What
is the truth? Christ says, “I am the truth.”
Thus the truth that is stated is that ‘‘the wrath
of Ged is revealed from heaven againstall ungod-
liness and unrighteousness of men” who hold
back Christ in them. *‘Because that which may
be known of God is manifest in them ; for God
bath shewed it unto them;” for ever since the
creation of the world, the invisible things of God
are clearly seen, *“ being understood by the things
that are made.”

Look at the {rees; we see the power and the
divinity of God in the trees and grass, and in
every thing that God has made, and see it clearly,
too. But I read that text for years, and forgot
that I was one of the things that God made. Am
I not one of the things of the creation, just as
well as a tree? Then what is seen and understood
in the things that Ged has made, even man not
excluded?—His eternal power and divinity. So
we are without excase. Now if thou wilt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, that he isin your
flesh,—but do not stop with that confession,—
“and shalt believe in thy heart that God has
raised him from the dead,” lifted him up to his
own right hand in the heavenly places, *‘thou
ghalt” be saved.” That is Christ crucified, and
raised in every man. When he will confess the
truth, and believe the truth, then he has Christ
in him, erucified and risen, with the resurrction
power, to do whatsoever God says. 1 tell you
there is power in the gospel.that can lift a man
out of the ditch to the throne of God, and I am
‘olad of it

Who is like unto the Liord our God, who dwelleth on
high, who humbleth himself to behold the things that
are in heaven, and in the earth! He raiseth up the poor
out of the dust, and lifteth r..he needy out of the dung-
biil; that he may set him with princes, even with the
prinees of his people. Ps, 113:5-8,

Thank God for that!

“We love him because he first loved us.”
“And this commandment have we from him, That
he who loveth God love his brother also.”

God in Nature.—No. 2,

J. H. KELLOGG, M. D.

{(Tuesday Forenoon, Beb, 16, 1897.)

T am impressed that this is a most important
occasion; in fact, the most important oceasion at
which I have ever been present. I% is a most
critical time, and I feel incompetent to occupy &
moment of your time in anything [ might have
to say; and I am very glad that I bave not oe-
casion to say very much; but what I have to pre-
sent to you consists of words direct from the
Lord himself. 1 believe that every person here
has faith and confidence that the words that I am
going to read to you are from the Lord; that they
came from divine impression; that they are the
result of inspiration; that they are instruction
said to us, which we ought to receive. That
which I am going to read to youisa part of a
testimony gent to me fourteen or fifteen years
ago, and received at the Conference held in Rome,
N. Y., in 1882. It has never been published, but
it has been of invaluable service to me, It bears
on these very questions that have been discussed |
hers for the past day or two—the subject of our
fundamental relation to God.

At the thne when I received it, ¥ thought I was
right in the belief that I then held; but I have

since seen that I was in part skeptical. I was'try-
ing to believe in God and nature. I had two
gods. DBut1 ecould not go on thus. 1 could not

see how God could be above nature, so I had
taken the position that God was not above nature.
I had only a glimpse of the truth. I was in
great perplexity; I did not know that God was in
nature; so L believed that nature was almost
equal with God. I did not understand that the
laws of mnature are but the habits of God,
and that they were immutable because they
were perfect; and that they never changed, be-
cause (God taught the best thing the first time;
and s0 God’s laws could never be changed, be-
cause he did the very best thing, the very first
time, and consequently it was always the very
same thing. I did not understand that, and, con-
sequently, I did not see how God cculd be higher
than nature; but I had been taught that Geod is
one thing, and nature another thing. But when
T found out that God was in nature, I thought of
it in a different Heht. This article is entitled,—
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GOD IN NATURE.

Men are naturally disposed to measnre divine things
by their perverted conesptions: they dwell upon infi.
nite benevolence, but try to disbelieve in infinite justice,
They grasp human assertions that the judgment exe-
ented against sin is contrary to right ideas of God's be-
nevolent character, and they put his word into the
background, and men’s opinions in the front. Spiritnal
things are spiritually disesrued. Those who have no
vital connection with God are swayed this way and that,
oaver grasping the opiaicns of learned men who sit in
jondgment upon God and his works and ways. Weak,
finite minds weigh God’s Word with men’s balances,
The wisdom of these so-called great men is foolishness
with God. They are blinded by the goed of this world,
Those only who are willing to be accounted fools in the
oyes of these very worldly-wise men. will have the wis.
dom which is divine. God will not dwell with those
who reject his truth; for all who disregard truth, disre-
gard its Author,

Of every house that has not Jesus for an abiding
guest he says when he withdraws bis presence, * Your
house is left nnto you desolats,” Hew can those whe
are destibtute of diyine enlightenment have correct ideas*
of God’s plans and ways? They either deny him alio-
gether, and ignore his existence, or they circumsecribe
his power by their own finite, woridly-wise views and
opinions.

That which I have seen of efernal things, and that
.which I-have seen of the weakness of men, as God has
presented the matter before me, has deeply impressed
my mind, and infinenced my life and character. I see
nothing wherein man should be exalted or praised or
glorified. I see no reason why the opinions of learned
men, and the sc-called great men should be trasted in
and exalted. Those who are connected with the infinite
God are the only ones who make a proper use of their
knowledge or of the talents enfrusted {g them by the
omniscient Creator. No man can ever truly excel in
knowledge and influence unless heis connected with the
God of wisdoem and power.

The real evidence of a living God is not merely in
theory; it is in the convictlon which God bas written in

_ our hearts, ilinminated and explained by his words. It
is the living power in his created works, seen by a sanc-
tified eye. The precicns faith inspired of God gives
strength and nobility of eharacter. The natural powers
are enlarged becauss of holy obedience. Allthe philose.
vhies of human nature have led to confusion and shama
whon God has not been recognized as all in ail. The
lifs which we live by faith on the Bon of God is a series
of triumphs not always seen and understood hy the
intarested parties, but with results reaching far into the
future, where we shall see and know as we are known,

The mest profound intellects of the world, when en-
lightened by God’s Ward, bscome bewildered and lost
while trying to investigate the matters of science and
revelation The Creator and his works are beyond his
finite comprehension, and they conclude that because
they cannot explain the works and ways of God from
natural ceuses, the Bible history is not veliable, Many
are so intent upon excluding God from the exarcise of

sovereign will and power in the established order of the
universe, that they demean man, the noblest of his crea.
tares. The theories and speculations of philosophy
wounld make us believp that man has come by slow de-
grees, not merely from s savage state, but from the very
lowest form of the brute ereation. They destroy man’s
dignity because they will not admit Ged’s miraculous
power,

God has iliuminated homan intellecis, and ponred a
flood of light on the world through discoveries in arf
and sclence, But those who view these froma mereiy
homan standpoint will most assuredly come to wrong
conclusions, The thorns of error, skepticism, and infi-
delity are disguised by being covered with the garments
of philosophy and science. Satan has devised thisin-
genious manner of winning sounls away from the liv-
ing Ged, away from the truth and religion. e exalts
nature ahove nature’s Creator.

The only safety for the people now is {o feel the im-
portance of combining religious cuiture with general
eduecation, that we may escape the curse of unsanctified
knowledge. BEveryeffort should be made in the educa-
tion of youth to impress their minds with the love-
liness and power of the truth as it isin Jesus. When
the vail shail he removed which separates time from
eternity, then will come tc many minds the elear per-
coption of the policy of human wisdom in comparison
with thesure word of prophecy. Ail true science leads
to harmony with, and cobedience to God, When that
which has seemed incomprehensible is seen in the light
shining from the throne of (3od, it wiil fiil the soul with
the greatest astomishment that it was never seen and
comprehended before.

Christ and the Father are continually working
through the laws of nature. Those wha dwell on the
laws of matter and the laws of nature, in following their
own limited, finite understanding, lese sight of, if
they do not deny, the continual and direct agency of
God. Many express themselves in a manner which
would convey the idea that naiure 1s distinei from the
God of nature, having in and of itself its own limits and
its own powers wherewith to work. There is with many
a marked distinetion between natural and supernatarals
The natural is ascribed to ordinary causes, unconnegted
with the interference with God. Vital power is attrih-
uted to matter, and nature is made a deity. Matter is
supposed 1o be placed in certain relations, and left to
act from fixed laws, with which God himself cannot in-
terfore; that nature Is endowed with certain properties
and placed subject to laws, and left to itself to obey
these laws, and perform the work originaliy commandad.
This Is false science; there is nothing in $the Word of
God to sustain it, God does not annul his laws, but he
is continually working through them, using them as his
instruments. They are not self-working.

God is perpstuaally at work in nature. She is his
servant, directed as ha pleases. Nature in her work
testifies of the intelligent presence and active ageney of
a Being who moves in all his works according to his
will. Tt isnot by an original power inherent in nature
that year by year the earth produces itsbounties, and
the world keeps up its continual Ifa“aroh arcund the sun.
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The hand of infinite power is perpstually at work guid-
ing this planst. Itis God’s power momentarily exer-
cised that keeps it in position in its rotations. The God
of heaven is constantly at work. It is by his power that
vegetation is caused to flourish, that svery leaf appoars
and every flower blooms. I is not as the result of a
mechanism, that, once set in motion, continues its worl,
that the pulse beats and breath follows breath. In God
wo live and move and have our being. HEvery breath,
avery throb of the heart, is the continual svidence of
the power of an ever-present God., It is God that mak-
oth the sun to rise in the heavens. He opsneth the
windows of heaven and giveth rain. He maksth the
grass to grow upon the mountains. “He giveth snow
like wool, and scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes.”
“When he uttereth nis voice, there is a mnltitude of
waters in the heavens, he maketh lightnings with rain,
and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.”” Al-
though the Lord has ceased his work in creating, he is
constantly employed in npholding and using as his
gservants the things which he has made. Said Christ,
“ My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” .

Men of the greatest intellsct cannot undsrstand the
mysteries of Jehovab as revealed in nature.
spiration asks many questions which the moet profound
scholar cannot answer. These qusstions wers not asksd,
supposing that we could answer them, but to call our
attention to the deep mysteries of God, and to make
men know that their wisdom is limitsd, that in the com-
mon things of daily life there are mysteries past the
comprehension of finite minds; that the judgment and
purposes of God are past finding ount, is wisdom un-
searchable. If he reveals himself to man, it is by shrouad-
ing himself in the-thick cloud of mystery. God’s pur-
pose is to conceal more of himself than he makes known
to man. Could men fully understand the ways and
works of (God, they wonld not then believe him to be the
infinite One. Ho is not to be comprehended by man in
bhis wisdom, and reasons, and purposes. “His ways are
past finding out.”
natural prineiples. If this eould be dons, we would not
feel that we could trust him with the interests of our
souls. Skeptics refuse to believe, becanse with their
finite minds they cannot comprehsnd the infinite power
by which God reveals himself tomsn. Even the mech-
anism of the human body cannot be fully understood;
it presents mysteries that baffle the most infelligent.
Yet becauss human science cannot in its research explain
the ways and works of the Crreator, men will doubt the
existencs of God, and ascribe infinite power to nature,
Fod’s existence, his character, his law, are facts that all
ithe reasoning of men of the highest attainments cannot
wontrovert. They deny the claims of God, and neglect
+he interest of their souls, because they cannot under-
-stand his ways and works, Yet God Is ever seeking to
-ingtruet finite men that they may sxercise faith in him
.and trust themselves wholly in his hands, Every drop
of rain or flake of snow, every spire of grass, every leaf
and’ flower and shrub, testifies of God, These little
things so eommon arcound ns, teach the lesson that noth-
ing is beneath the notice of the infinite God, nothing too
small for his attention.

His lovocan never be oxplained apon:

God is to be acknowledged more from what he doss
not reveal of himsslf, than from that which is open to
our limited comprehonsicn. If men could comprshend
the unsearchable wisdom of God, and could explain
that which he has done or can do, thay would no longer
give him reverencs, or fear his power, 1In divine revela-
tion God has given to men mysteriss that are incompre-
hensihie, to command their faith., This must be so. If
the ways and works of God could be explained by
finite minds, he would not stand as suprems. Men may
be ever searching, ever inguiring, sver learning, and yot
there is an infinite beyond. The light is shining, sver
shining with increasing brightness upon our pathway, if
we but walk in its divine rays, Bnt thereis nodarkness
so dense, so impenstrable, as that which follows the
rejection of heaven’s light, through whatever source it
may coms,

Can men comprehend God?—No. They may speen-
late in rezard to his way and works, but only as finite
beings can. The guestion is asked by the Lord through
his prophet, ¥ Who hath measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand, and meted ont heaven with the
span, and compronended the dust of the earth in

Divine in- *2 measare, and weighed the mountains in scales,

and the bhills in a balance? Who bhath directed
the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counselor hath
taught him? With whom took he counsel, and who
instructed him, and taught him in the path of judg-
ment, and tasght him knowledge, and showed to him
the way of nnderstanding? Behold the nations:arsas a
drop of & buckeé, and are counted as the small dust of
the balance : behold he taketh up the isles as a very
little thing. And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor
the beasis thereof sufficient for a barnt-offering. All
nations before him are as mothing; and they are
counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. To whom
then, will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye com-
pare untohim? . . , Have ye nof known? have
vo not heard? hath it not been told you from the begin-
ning? have ye not understood from the foundations
of the earth? It is he that sitteth uwpon the circle of
the sarth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshop-
pers ; that stretchéth out the heavens as a curtain, and
spreadeth them cut as a tent to dwell in: that bringsth
the princes to nothing ;: he maketh the judges of the
sarth as vanity. Yea, they shall not he planted; yea,
they shall not be sown ; yoa, their stock shall not take
root in the earth ; and he shall also blow upoa fhem,
and they shall w:ther, and the whirlwind shall take
them away as stubble,

“To whom then will yo liken me, or shall I be equal?
saith the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and bs.
hold whe hath created these things, that bringeth out
their host by number ; he calleth them all by pames, by
the greatmess of his might, for that he is strong im
power ; not one falleth. Why sayest thoun, O Jacob,
and spoakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Liord,
and my jndgment is passed over from my God? Hast
thou not known? hast thon not heard, that the everlast-
ing God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neithsr is weary? There is no searching
of his understanding. He giveth power to the faint;
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and to them that have no might he increaseth strength,
Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
Fyoung men shall utteriy fall : but they that wait upon
the Loord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary ; and they shall walk, and not be faint.,”

Now, my friends, I assare you that I have
found this & very precious thing to me, and I am
sure there is truth in it, and instruction in it for
us all. I would like to add to this a few selec-
tions that I have made from other Testimonies,
which I think you will be interested in,—from
other writings from Sister White, right along
this same line. About two years later she wrote
some articles which appeared in the Signs of the
Times, and T will read a paragraph or two here,
published March 20, 1884 :—

Many teach that matter possesses vital power, They
hold that certain properties are imparted to matter,and
itis then left to act through its own inherent power;
and that the operations of nature are carried on in har-
meny with fixed laws, that God himseif canuot interfere
with. This is false science, and is sustained by nothing
in the Word of God. .

God is the foundation of everything, All true science
is in harmony with his works ; all true sducation leads
to obedience to his government. Science opens new
wonders to our view; she soars high and explores new
depths ; but she brings nothing from her research that
eonfliots with divine revelation., Ignorance may seek to
support false views of God by appeals to science ; but
the book of nature and the writben word do not disa-
gree ; each sheds light on the other. Rightiy under.
stood, they make us acquainted with God and his char-
acter by teaching us sonmiething of the wise and benefi-
cent laws through which he works,

So you see, these same things have been pre-
sented to our people; and this thought, it seems
tc me, suggests very forecibly the idea that we
ought to study nature ; and we ought to see God
around us; and we ought to be able, when we go
out, to see God, to understand what he is doing
around us. It is one of the most important
branches of education. Again I read :—

The Creator of man has arranged the living machin-
ary of our bodies. Every function is wonderfully and
wisely-made. And God has pledged himself to keep
this machinery in healthful action; if the human agent
wili obey his laws, and co-operate with God. Every law
governing the human machinery is to be considered just
as truly divine in origin, in character, and in impor-
tance, as the Word of God. Xvery careless, inattentive
action, any abuse put upen the Lord’s wonderful
mechanism, by disregarding his specified laws in the
human habitation, is a violation of God’s law., We may
bekold and admire the work of God in the natural
world, but the human habitation is the most wonderful.

Those who perceive the evidence of God’slove, who

understand something of the wisdom and beneficence of
his iaws, and the blessings that result from obedience,
will come to regard their duties and obligations from an
altogether different pointof view. Instead of looking
uponan observance of the laws of health as a matter of
sacrifice or sel!-denial, they will regard i as it really iz
—an inestimable blessing.—Christian Temperance, p. L.

This is from a letter I received on the 5th of
August, 1895:—
It is just as much sin to violate the laws of our being

as to break one of the ten commandments; for we capnob
do elther without breaking God’s law. '

Now here is a wonderful statement:—

CQur first duty, and one which we owe to God, to our-
seives, and to our fellow-men, is to ocbey the lawsof God,
which include the laws of health.—Vol IIT, p. 164

A violation of these laws is a violation of the immu-
table law of God, and the penalty will surely follow.”—
Review and Herald, 1883, p. 41.

Now I read a few words further:—

When nature’s laws are iransgressed, physical suffer-
ing and disease of every stripe and type are seen; for
every transgressions of the laws of physical life,is a
transgression of the laws of God.

Christians should regard & transgression of these jaws
as a sin against God, to be accounted for in the day of
judgment, when every case shall coms in review before
God, The world to-day is full of pain and soffering and
agony, but is it the will of God that such a condition
shall exist?~No.

When people get sick, they violate some law;
but the penalty is intended to make a man better.
That is what it isfor. If it were not for the penal-
ties, we would be doing wrong all the time. Bug
the penalty comes in a8 a correction, and not as an
arbitrary punishment. «+ Penalty is simply a conse-
quence of the sin. It is a natural consequence of
the things that a man did, and not an arbitrary
thing. I confinue reading:—

God, the Creator of our bodies, has arranged every
fiber, and nerve, and sinew, and musels, and has pledged
himself to keep the machinery in order, if the human
agent will co-operate with him, and refuse {o work con-
trary to the laws which govern the physical system.

God’s law is written by his own finger upon overy
nerve. every muscle, every faculty which has been en-
trusted to man. These gifts were bestowed upon him
not to be abused, corrupted, and abased, but $0 be used
to his henor and glory. Hvery misuse of any part of
our organism is a violation of the law which Ged de-
signs shall govern us in these matters, and by violating
this law, human beings corrupt themselves, sickness
disease of every kind, ruined constitutions, premature
decay, untimely death,—these are the result of the vio-
lation of nature’s laws. The living organism is God’s
property. It belongs to him by creation and by redemp-
tion; and by a misuse of any of our powers we rcb
God of the honor due him.,
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The need of healthful habits is a part of the gospel
which must be presented to the people by those who
hold forth the word of life. The importance of the
health of the body is to be tanght as a Bible require-
ment. “I besesch you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, accepiabie unto God,which is your reason-
able service. And be not conformed to this world: but
be yo transformed by the renewing of your mird, that
¥o may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God. For I say, through the grace given
unto, me, to every man that is among you, not to think
of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to
think soberly, aceording as God hath dealt {o every man
the measure of faith, For as we have many members
in one body, and all members have not the same office:
80 we, being mangy, are one body in Christ, and every one
members one of another.”

This is a sermon which needs to be presented to the
veople. The question of health reform is not agitated
as it must and will be. A simple diet, the entire
absence of drugs, leaving pature free to recuperate the
wasted enecrgies of the body, would make our sani-
tariams far more effectual -in restoring the sick to
health., The intellectual and moral energies of Chris-
tians need to be awakened. Far less money and time
should be given to the table, and more to the advance-
ment of missionary work in our land. Cooks should be
thought of, and their strength saved as much as possi-
ble; for they bhave souls to save. The many dishes
usually prepared for dessert should be dispensed with.

Every minister who preaches the gospsl to the people
shounld study the laws of physical health. He should
carefully consider what effect eating and drinking have
upon the health of the soul. By precept and example,
by a Iife of obedience to mabture’s laws, he can present
the truth in a forcible manner. The teachers and
workers in our sanitariums should noi only preach, but
practice abstinence from food whick stimulates flesbly
Tusts whick war againsi the soul.

There are many other things, but I will leave
.them for another time.

Relation of General Conference Committee to
Business Interests.

{Read before the Conference.)

Tae General Conference Commiftee has a
weighty responsibility in caring for the interests
of our people, and of the work which is committed
to them. As the field of our work widens, this
responsibility becomes greater. It is not the will
of (God that those who are called to this position
should so load themselves down with business cares
that they are crippled in the work fo which they
have been chosen. ‘

Especially is this true in regard to the president

of the General Conference. His time is nof to be
filled up with the details of business ; for this in
a great degree disqualifies him for the very work
which he should do. He cannot continue to carry
the burden he has carried in these lines, without.
neglecting lines of work which camnot be left to
others, Let men be chosen to give themselves to
the business part of the work, and leave the pres-
ident of the General Conference free to attend to
its spiritual interests. Let him have time to un-
derstand the spiritual needs of the churches.

The voice of the General Conference has been
represented as an authority to be heeded as the
voice of the Holy Spiris. But when the members
of the (General Conference Committee become en-
tangled in business affairs, and financial perplexi-
ties, the sacred, elevated character of their work
is in g great degree lost. The temple of God be-
comes as a place of merchandise, and the ministers
of God’s house as common busivess men. Their
work is brought down on a level with common
things. DBusiness cares and perplexities unfit them
for the comgideration of matters relating to the
spiritual interests of the work which require the
keenest perception, the most eareful thought, the
most delicate tact, and the deepest spiritual in-
sight.

God does not intend that the (General Confer-
ence Cominittee should embrace financial respon-
sibilities that call for a large amount of labor; for
the churches are thus deprived of the very help
they need. And the decisions of the Conference
will come to be regarded as on a level with the
opinions of business men. The sacred authority
with which God has invested his servants is lost.

The sixth chapter of Acts should be carefully
studied by the members of the (General Conter-
ence Committee, and its instructions should be
heeded. Let men be chosen to attend to the busi-
ness lines of the work, and give counsel in these
matters. Tet them be devoted men, menof faith
and prayer, set apartto do this special work.

- Eivex G. WHITE.

God In Man.—No. |.
J. H. EELLOGG, M. D,

{Monday Evening, Feb, 15, 1891.)
Ix considering what thoughts to present to you
that might be of some profit, a few words occurred
to me that are found in the eighth Psalm:—
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When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers,
#he moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; what
is man, tha thow art mindfulof him? and the som. of
man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a
ligtle lower than the angeis, and hast crowned him with
glory and honor, Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things
under his feed: all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts
of the field ; the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea,
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas.

0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the
earth

“What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him#” This
is the question to which I want to invite your at-
tention to-night. When we look at & buman be-
ing, what do we see?—The image of God. Yes,
man was made in the image of God. We some-
times hear this fext explained as mesning that
God made man in bis own image in a sort of fig-
urative way. Man was made in the image of God
because he was immortal; so people tell us that
man bas an immortal part, and consequently be is
like Grod because he is immortal. That is one of
the false doctrines that bave sprung up in the
world. T think we bave foundation for a very
much better view than this, the foundation which
we find in the Seriptures, and which we find illus-
trated and emphasized by what we can learn in
uvature outside of the Bible. This expression,
“ithe image of God,” means that God putinto the
mass of clay, out of which man was made, every-
thing of ‘God that it is possible to manifest through
the buman form. Adam was created in the first
place in the image of God, a perfect man. Adan
fell —wandered away from God. Again * God
manifest in the flesh,” appeared in Chyist, the sec-
ond Adam, In Chbrist we have the same sort of
an image of (rod that we had in the first Adam,
We are apt to think of Christ as possessed of a
divinity absolutely different in kind from what
we find anywhere else except in God ; but as thére
is only one God, there is only one kind of divin-
ity; and as Christ was divine, wherever we find
the image of God we find the same divinity.
Christ was divine in an unmeasurably larger and
more perfect sense than man, and yet we have in
man the same image of God and the same divinity
as in Christ. Christ was a perfect man. Adam,
as God made him, was & perfect man. Man now,
as we find bim, is not perfect. Man’s perfection
was in bis divinity, In the lapse of ages man
wandered so far away from God, because so de-
formed, debased, and depraved, so different from

the first man who was created in the image of
Grod, that it became almost impossible to recog-
nize the image of God in the human form. God
then sent the second Adam to reveal himself to
man.

Christ came to show us the bumanity of God—
God as he might be manifested in the flesh, the per-
fect image of Good as manifested through thehuman
form. Now, we areapt to think of Christ, the Son
of God, as a being. so entirely different from hu-
manity tbat it is impossible for us to approach the
ideal he set for man. Without Christ, we can-
not understand God. God is too great for our
finite minds to comprebend. His greatness, his
majesty, and his power inspire us with awe. It is
not easy for us to comprehend God as being & God
of kindness, a God that has the feelings peculiar to
us, so that be may have sympathy for us. We
could not possibly comprehend God in this sense
uniess we had seen him in Jesus Christ.

‘We cannot see God when we lock out upon the
world, unless we bave been enlightened; but in
Jesus Christ we bave the incarnation of God in hu-
man flesh, so that we can ses not only the attributes
of God as 8 God of merey snd love with a kinship
to bumanity, but also those characteristics of God
which be places before us to emulafe, in which he
requires us to become like him.  We see in Christ
the manifestation of those characteristics of God
which are intended by him to be manifested in the
flesh by us, and which we must look forward to as
the ideal to which we are to attain, We are likely
to think of Christ, the incarnstion of God, as being
God bere upon earth, moving about with mighty
power, working miracles and forgiving sins, and
so far above usas to beunapproachable. But may
we not believe that in Christ we are to see God
brought down to the human plane? God in buman
form, thus manifested to enable man to come into
personal touch with him, to become personally ac-
quainted with him. ‘‘God come down to the earth
to take little steps beside us,”” as another bas said,
just as a pavent takes little steps beside the child in
teaching it to walk. Through Chaist we are en-
abled to know God as a loving brother, s faithful
friend, a wise counselor, a masterly teacher, a com-
passionate sympathizer, and a self-sacrificing Re-
deemer, It is impossible for the finite mind tocon-
ceive bow a being so great and so all-powerful can
at the same time be infinitely gentle and merciful

Christ, the incarnation of God in the human
form, made God intelligible to man as the one
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perfect man, one man in whom God was mani-
fested in the highest degree possible in human
form. He is to us the illustration, the example,
the pattern of all those things in which man may
be godlike. Man may not be godlike in all
things, but he may in all things be Christlike.
Redemption through Christ is the restdration of
the image of God in man which Adam lost by sin,
—the restoration to man of those godlike attri-
butes which were given to Adam, and which were
reproduced in the second Adam.

The great lesson of Christ’s life was not in his
miracles, but in his perfect life. The vineyard
hanging full of ripe clusters, each filled with
natural wine, is & greater miracle than the miracle
of Cana of Galilee. A great western corn-field is
a far greater miracle than the feeding of the
multitude with the five loaves. A cyelone is a
vastly greater manifestation of divine power than
the withering of afig-tree. The miracle of being,
the miracle of existence, the miracle enacted in
our bodies here to-night, of our own individual
existence,—all these are greater miracles than
Christ ever did. Christ did not manifest God in
his creative power, but manifested God in his
human side. For our benefit God came down
here, go that we might understand a part of him,
that part of him that it is necessary for us to
know, for us to imitate; the part that we must be
like. The great lesson of Christ’s life was the
perfection of his service to God. His devotion to
humanity; the infinite depth of his love and
sympathy; the absolute harmony of his will with
God’s will; the demonstration that perfection of
conduct is possible to man here on this earth, if
only his will is in perfect harmony with God’s will.
The same divinity that was in Christ is in us, and
Is ever seeking to lead us to the same perfection
which we see in Christ, to the attainment of which
there can be no hindrance except our individual
wills. This thought once thoroughly in posses-
sion of our minds, will lead us to the most
absolute surrender to God, the most perfect
consecration to him, and absolute obedience to
his will in everything.

The question may arise in the mind of some
one, How do we know that Godis in us! We
are perhaps too prone to think of God as in
keaven, or in some definite place, and only omni-
present in an accommodated or figurative sense,
Let us ask ourselves the question, ‘* Where is
God?” Job asked this question long ago. Job.

23:3:  ““ Oh that I knew where I might find him!
that I might come even to his seat!” How often
wo find ourselves in that state of mind, wishing
that we might find God, reaching out after God
seeking to find God. ““Ob that I knew where 1
might find bim.” How many of us have had that
thought in our hearts. Well, now, God is not
very far off. According to the declaration of the
apostle, he is ‘“‘not far from every one of us.”
Acts 17: 27.  The nineteenth Psalm tells us where
to find God:—

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the fir-

mament sheweth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge.

Now we learn from these words that all things

- about us—the things of nature—talk to usof God.

They are speaking to wus, if we will only under-
stand the language-—and we can understand; for
in the next verse we read: “There is no speech
nor language where their voice is not heard.”
Now if is said that there are languages in which
the word “God” does not occur, because those
who speak the languages know nothing of God.
But even fhese benighted savages may know of
God through nature. Even those who have no
language can hear and understand the voice of
God in nature.

We may well believe that when Adam was
placed there in the garden of Eden, as we read in
the eighth Psalm, when all things were put under
him, and he was given dominion over the works.
of God’s hands, he could understand the voice of
God in nature better than we can understand it
that he could see deeper into things than we can,
that ho could talk with the beasts and the flowers:
and that he appreciated everything that God had
made; and that he saw the divine idea of God i
the beauty of every flower—that everything was
to him an expression of God. He could see God
in every flower and free and animal upon the face
of the earth; in every insect, and every bird, and
everything that had life upon the face of the
earth.

Again we read:—

Because that which may be known of _God is manifest
in them; for God hath shewed it unte them. For the in-
visible things of him from the creation of the world are

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead. Rom. 1:19, 20.

So, then, all are without execuse, because all
nature speaks of God. How does all nature speak
of God? Mankind from fhe earliest days have
recognized the fact that thero was something back
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of the phenomena of nature. The sun, the moon,
the stars have always excited the awe of human
beings to such a degree that a large part of the
human family—at the' present time at least one-
fifth—have worshiped the sun. Every object in
nature is worshiped. Go to central Africa, and
there you will find natives bowing down to a tree,
and worshiping that. Now, this is an evidence
that there is in the human heart, in human beings
the most ignorant, the most barbarous, a recogni-
tion of God in nature; and the text here tells us
that ¢ the invisible things of God from the crea-
tion of the world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made.” Now, we
cannot see God himself, we cannot understand
and appreciate the mystery of God, the eternal
existence of (rod, the infinite power of God. We
cannot appreciate that, we cammot see that, we
cannot understand it; nevertheless, we can to
sotne extent grasp these invisible things by a study
and appreciation of the things that are made.
From the earliest times men have been groping
after GGod, and God has been recognized in some
way in every religion, even the most primitive.
In a certain senmse also Grod has been recognized

by scientists, though often blindly. Again, these
men have arisen who have undertaken to explain -

nature without God. For example, Pliny, the
paturalist who lived in the early part of the
Christian era, and many who followed him, be-
lieved in the idea of spontaneous development of
life, and gave a recipe for making frogs by al-
lowing water to become stagnant; or rats and
mice by bringing together a heap of .rags with
meat, bones, and other food such as rats and
mice are fond of. A writer in the Middle Ages
sought to explain the phenomena of life by the
theory that everything in nature has an animus.
We have an dllustration of that same doetyine in
the doctrine of the immortality of the soul. Itis
not the man that thinks, but an animus that makes
him think—that operates his brain. This idea is
very fully illustrated in an epitaph on a Kansas
tombstone, which reads:—

Under this sod, and ander these trees,

Lieth the body of Solomon Pease;

He is not in this hole, but only his pod;
He sheiled out his soul, and went up to God.

This is the idea of the doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul. It is that there is an animus
in the body, and that the soul is immortal, while
the body is nothing but a worthless pod that we

can trample under foot, or throw away as par-
bage, and that the real thing of the man is the
animug in him, and the body is simply a shell.
That little epitaph puts it so foreibly that I think
it illustrates the absurdity of this doctrine as well
as anything possibly could. In that idea is the
whole history of the degeneration and neglect of
the human body; the whole thing is right there.,
The body is of no account; the great and impor-
tant thing is the animus in it.

Now there is a germ of truth in this,—in the
thought that the body needs something to animate
it; that back of everything there is something
moresthan what we see, an invisible something;
that what we see is simply an cutward manifesta-
tion of this unseen power.

When Newton discovered sravitation, there
was & new world, the universe, opened up to man.
Newton found that every object in the universe
was related to every other object in the universe;
that the planets were all associated together; that
everything in the universe was in touch with
every other thing; that all the planets and all ob-
jects in the universe were taking hold of hands, so
to speak, with every ofher object. He showed
that this was a law operating throughout the
whole universe, so far as revealed to man; that it
controlled the planets, the sun, the moon, the
stars; that they all obeyed one law—the law ‘of
gravitation. The discovery of the law of gravi-
tation was a stepping-sione to other discoveries.
Newton did not discover gravitation. He only
discovered the rule by which the force of gravi-
tation acts, and named the force ‘“ gravitation.”

As time wenton, new discoveries were made,
one after ancther, until the sclentists became
possessed of the idea that they knew pretty
much all about things, A quarter of a century
ago it would have heen nearly impossible to find
a scientist who thoroughly believed in God.
Students of science believed in nature. They be-
lieved that man somehow originated by sponta-
peous generation. Bastian, an English scientist,
thought he had proved the theory of spotaneous
genersation by the fact that living forms appeared
in water which had been sealed tightly in a flask,
Prof. Pasteur, the French chemist who recently
died, and whose discoveries threw so much light
upon the germ theory, proved that if the temper-
ature of boiling water was raised a little higher,
say 230 to 240 degrees Fahrenheit, no Yiving forms
appeared. Previous experiments, then, proved
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only than there are certain forms of life that are
bard to kill. If it could have been proved that
any form of life whatever could be produced with-
out God, there would have been room for the
suppogition that man could get along without
God. DBut such & thing has never been proved
and cannot be proved. Conseguently, scientific
. men have come to recognize the great truth pre-
sented in the Bible—that God is in and under-
neath everything,

Mr. Huxley, one of the great scientists of mod-
ern times, finding it impossible to accept the pop-
ular religious creeds, and supposing these o be a
true interpretation of the Bible, announced him-
self to be not an infidel, but an agnostic; by
which be simply declares that in matters pertain-
ing to God, the origin of things and the future,
he confesses his absolute ighorance and knows
nothing. Mr. Herbert Spencer goes a little
farther, saying that after we have made every
possible explanation of the phenomena of nature,
we are obliged to admit that underneath every-
thing there is constantly at work an unknowable
intelligence. Mr. Spencer recognizes an intelli-
gent -cause in operation in everything in nature.
He'is unfortunate in the fact that this intellicence
is to him unknown. Not having known Jesus
Christ, he does not know God; because the only
way we can really become acquainted with God is
through Jesus Christ. And that is why Jesus
Christ came to this world—so that we might get
acquainted with God. We cannot understand
God as Creator; we cannot comprehend God as
the ruler of the universe; and we cannot compre-
hend God as the Being that keeps all the planets,
the stars, and all the things about us in the uni-
verse in order. But we can comprebend him in
Christ, a homan being like ounrselves, only so per-
fectly surrendered in his will, so perfectly ip hay-
mony with God, that every act of his life is a
perfect act, every thought a perfect thought, and

gtill human in every sense of the word.
(To be continued.)

Wednesday Morning Meeting.

(Feb. 17, 1897.)

THE morning services of the general meeting,
instead of being held in the Scandinavian Chapel,
were held #h the church. Elder R. M. Kilgore
led the meeting, and read portions of an article in

Testimony 33, entitled “* Workers in the Cause.”

The general trend of the meeting was, that
avery soul ig individually responsible to God, and
that (rod is able to make known his will, and per-
form bis work through every sou]l whom he has
chosen, no matter what the position to which he
is called.

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to «I7 men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him.” *‘They
shall be ali tanght of God.” Such texts as these
seemed to have a new and enlarged meaning to
all who were present. The Lord came in by his
Spirit, and revealed his presence by bringing his
blessing to all.

In this line of thought, Elder A. T. Jones read
from a recent communication from Mrs. E. G.
White, the following, bearing on *‘Grod’s plan of
organization : "—

Organization is a good thing. I have the word of the
Lord plain and decisive that all who see the necessity
of organization must themselves become an example by
being organized, and carrying out fo the letter the prin-
ciples of organization in their life practice.

Organization, carried out in the life as God means
that it shall be, brings to every soul who I3 engaged in

* the work of God his submission to the divine wiil. Tt

leads them to give themselves to God, to be worked by
his Holy Spirit. Any who suppose that it does not
meah this, are no longer to stand in responsible posi-
tions, having voiece to control in the great closing work
of these last days.

CALIFORNIA!
If You Are Going There,

by all means inguire about the Burlington Route
Personally Conducted ¥xcursions fo San Francisco
and Los Angeles, which leave Chicago every Wednes-
day, with 2 Pullman Palace Tourist Car through to
destination. The route is via Denver, the Denver &

Rio Grande Ry. (Scenic Lime) and Salt Lake City.

The Cars are fitted with carpets, upholstered seats,
matiresses, pillows, blankets, bed linen, berth cur-
tains, toilet rooms, heat and light, and, in fact, all
the conveniences of & standard Pullman Palace car;
they lack only some of the expensive finish of the
Pullmang run on the limited expregs-trains, while the
cost per berth 18 only about one third of the price.

Write for full particulars to T, A. Grapy, Ex-
cursion Manager, €. B. & Q. R. R., 211 Clark street,
Chicago, IIL
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