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‘The final meecling of the eonference is
in progress as Lhis, the last issue of the
BULLETIN, is going o press. On this ac-
couns the reports of this meeting will not
find a place in these columns, bui must
be looked for in a supplementary form,
to appear hercafter, and which will be
supplied to all the BULLETIN subscribers.
The publication of the proceedings of the
legal meelings of the business orgamiza-
tions to be held in Battle Creek, Michi-
gan will appear in the same conneelion.

PO

The proceedings and addiesses of ihis
General Conference ave a matked evidenee
of the progress of the third angel’s mes-
gage to the world. God's work wails for
no man.  Every oue who professes the
faith must keep up with the development
of events, FEvery Seventh-day Adventist
must realize and understand the history-
making of the times. "These facls have
been developed in ihis eonference as never
hefore.

REVIEW OF THE THIRTY-THIRD
CONFERENCE.

~ As this number of the BULLETIN goes
to its thousands of readers, it will tell
the last of the good meetings of the
thirty-third eonferenee, held in Bouth Lan-
caster. - -The quictness of the place, to-
gether with the hearty weleome and un-
remitting kindness of the South Laneas-
ter people, has niade the stay of the dele-
gates hefe a eontinuous pleasure. Every
eomfort was afforded that lay im their
power, and was greatly appreciated by
gvery visilor. Not a jaaring nole has
been heard in any direction.

The meetings have been good—the very
best, in some ways, that we have ever
known. The beginning of the series indi-
cated that God had in store rich experi-
ences and hlessings for every rveceplive
mind. None were disappointed; for as
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the days flew by, the Lord came in with
mighty power, even while administering
the strongest reproof. As strong wills
ylelded to the voice of Clod, and heads
bowed 1 sorrow, wlile trembling words
of confession came forth from the hitherto
self-sufficient, the deep movings of .the
infinite One agitated the place of lhe as-
gsembly: It was good that this expericnce
was borne in the early stages of the
meeting; for if it had not been, disaster
would Jikely have eome into the work.
Satan was on the ground to contend for
his place; and sometimes it seemed as if
he was about to conguer the hearts of
some for himself. DBut at such times
united prayer was offered as a breastwork
against the terrible attacks, and all
shouled vietory as they saw anolher de-
feat of the arch-enemy.

We have never scen the brethren more
veady to look upon the faulls of others
with chavity. All mef one anolher in
the brightesl, cheeriest way, and all
seemied to have nothing but good words
for every other one, It has been the
nnanimous testimony that brethren never
never seemed 80 good to them hefore, It
is hoped that this spiril is but the faint
beginning of the blissful day when all
shalt know the Lord and manifest that
knowledge in the loving eonduct of each
one loward his brother man.

The workers on the BurrETiv all wish
to tender heartfelt tnanks fo the delegates
and the mdhy readers elsewhere from
whom they have heard, for the words of
encouragement given them apout their
work., Notwithstanding a few ervors
which have appeared, of whieh the work-
crs have been elearly vomgcious, mot a
word of faultfinding ‘'tus come to our
ears, We had hardly hoped for this, be-
cause with the disadvantage of printing
the paper twenty miles away from the
place of meeting and of ihe editorial
work, it has been almost unavoidable that
some slight mistake should appear.

Bul the eredit for the neat appearance
of the paper is Jargely due to the gentle-
manly printers, Messrs, T. 8, Blanchard
& Co.,, who have borne patiently with
our delinquencies, and have exerted them-
selves greatly to make the situation as
pleasant as possible L0 our workers,

It may be that sonte have missed get-
ting the full number of the papers. This
is not the fanlt of those attending to
the lists, but rather to the mails. How-
ever, if any have failed to reeeive the full
number of their papers, let sueh write to
Elder L. 'T'. Nicola, Battle Creck, Michi-
gan, telling him what nuwmbers are miss-
ing, and they will be cheerfully sent.

But now we must bid adieu, though
sorrowfully, to the thirty-third session of
the General Conference. Ah, blessed sea-
son, in which preeious lessons came, and
helpful blessings were reeeived, may the
hallowed influenee of thy passage remain
with all who participated in thy goodly
seasons of prayer and praise! Not all of
ug will hail the advent of another such
meeting; but may we all be aceredited
delegales to ihe final gathering at the
coronation of our Master, in whose inter-
est this passing conference has been held,

T

PLANS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOFPTED.

{Continued.)

25, We recomamend, That General
Conferenee Distriet 2 be instructed to en-
courage a limited number of persons who
scem adapted to the work, te take up
work with the Signs of the Times.

26. I. R. L. Ass00IATION,

{a) That Artice 2 of the counstitution
be amended to read as follows: “The ob-
jeel of this assoeiation shall be the pro-
mulgation of the prineiples of liberty—
Christian and eonstitutional.”

(0) That Axticle 4, Section 1, be
amended as follows: “The officers of thig
asgocintion shafl be a President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and an
Executive Committee of nine.”

{e) That Arlicle 5, Section 1, he
amended by substifuting the word “ag
sisting” for the words “defense of.”

(d)—1. That Number 3 of the By-laws
be stricken out.

2. That the article “the” be substituted
for the adjective “ali” in No. 5.

3. That the word “Recording” in No.
6, and the words, “The Corresponding
Seerctary™ i No. 7 be stricken oul; and
the two by-laws combined in one, joined
by the eonjumetion “and.”

4. That No. 8 be amended by the
words “aiding those,” in place of the
words, “the defense of any members of
the society.”

For plans and resolutions adopted, see
pages 97, 113, 145, 153, and 161,

SECRETARY,

GEERH. ONFRENCE PROGFDINGS

Religioug Liberty —Transfers and Resiity-
tions — Important Facis Revealed —
Much Interest in the Diseussion.

THIRTY-FOURTH MEeETING, SUNDAY,
3P. M., MaRcH b,

Flder Irwin in the chair.
Dr. A, Carey. -

The Chair: When the conference ad-
journed this forenoon, there were two
questions pending velative te Sabbath-
school work., The president of that asso-
cialion, however, says they are willing to
give way for other neeessary work. There
are sonie maters in conmecliom with the
subjeet we had before us last night, that
the brethren would like to bring up again.
The lime will thevefore be given {0 the
eonsideration of that guestion now.

A. Moon: Last evening after the eou-
ference closed, the General Conference
Committee held a short meeting, and ap-
pointed three brethren o confer with the
representatives of the Paeific Press with
referenee to the question we had under
consideralion; and we have agreed to sub-
mit the following for the comsideration of
the eonference. This is the recommenda-
tion froin the commitiee: “1. We recom-
niend, That the headguarters of the Inter-
national Religious Liberty Assoeiation
he transferred from New York City to
Chicago. 2. That the asseciation own and
control the American Sentinel as its offi-

Prayer by

cial organ, provided that satisfaetory ar-
rangemenis can be made with the Pacific
Press Publishing Company, and that the
question of securing the transfer be re-
ferred to the General Conference Commit-
tee.” I inove the adoption of this by the
conference.

J. F. Jones:

The Chair:
to adopl.

Voices: Question, question.

The Chair: The Seeretary will read i
again, so as to get it cleasrly before your
minds,

The reeommendations were then read
by the SBecretary,

Voices: Question, question.

C. H. Jones: 1 fear that there is“a
misunderstanding, or a misapprehension,
on the part of some in regard to what was

T second the motion.
You have heard the molion

- said, that they thought was from a selfish

motive, or prejudice against the Religious
Liberly Assoeiation. I want to assure
you, brethren, that mnothing of that
kind was in my mind. But T have had

communications direct from Sister White

for years past regarding the publishing
work in 'valmhs  ways, and eertain cau-
tions have been given, which, when T have
read, you will see that it was not from
any selfish standpoint., This is dated
“Coovanhong, New South Wales, Aug, 2,
1895. C. II. Jopes: I beg of you and all
the officials &t the Pacific Press to know
that every move you make s in the light
of the eounsel of God.” Again: “God has
presented to me, which I have presented
to you, that the Paeifie Fress should stand
on it3 own individuality, relying upon
God, doing its work in God, as his instru-
mentality-—the human agent working
with God, eontrite in spirvit, meek and
lowly in heart, ready {o be taught of God,
but not subject to any earihly power that
shall propese plans and ways that are not
after the light God has given. Be on
guard. Be on guard, and de not sell your
veligious liberty to any offiee, or to any
man, or board, or council of men,” .
These arc pretty strong statements.

. That which I read ike olher day, eame in

vJuly, 1896, I will read il again, in con-
r_lectlon as it then was in my mind,
© “No proposition showld be accepted, no
matter whence it may ecome, unless it is
definifely stated in writing, and a eopy
given to the managers of cach instilution.
Then let several of the leading men to-
geéther bring Lhe matter hefore the Lord;
spread out the writing Dbefore him, and
with earnest prayer seek for clear digeern-
ment and gharp diserimination to decide
whether the plans proposed ave for the
glory of God and the good of both insti-
tutions. From the light I have had, the
Pacific Press has consented o accept
propositions that will open the way for
still othevs, and that may bring resulls
which its managers do not now foresee. I
write this in order that no hurvied motion
shall be earvied through, but that every
point may be carefully and prayerfully
considered, with its probable results.”
The only reason I objeeted to having
hasly action taken in regard to this mai-
ter was that we might have time to carry
out just the instruction that the Lord has

e
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given. 1t was nol thai I mighi have my
way, or that we wanied to retain ihe
Nentincl. The Seniinel has been an ex.
pense 1o ihe Pacific Press almost from {he
beginning; but with these cautions and
with these things before me, I fell that I
ghould be guilty before God unless I said
something on Lhe point; and thal s why
1 sald it, and ihe only reason, If il is
better thal the Sentinel should go Lo Lhe
Religious Liberty Associalion, as I stated
the other day, T will hold up both hands,
and vole for it to go. DBut in view of the
instretion given here, 1 could not sit still
and say nothing, I do not knmow that it
apples to this; butil says here Lhat, every-
thing should be put in wriling, and be
spread out before the Lord, call the lead-
ing men in, and seek God’s eounsel. The
Pacific Press Board is nol represented in
this session, only 1wo members out of the
seven being here. We ean not give a def-
inite answer, beeause the board is nol rep-
resenied here. That is the only reason
we have asked that it might be deferred
until we eouid carry out the insiruelion
that the Lord has given. I will not take
more time; bul I wanled to make this
explanation go you will undersland the
position I hold, and why I nave said what
1 have,

Voices: Question, question.

M. A, Altman: [f this motion is carried,
and il s decided to give the Seatinel lo
the Tieligions Liberty Association, will it
be published i Chicago?

The Chair: I presume il will be if the
olfice is localed there.

M. C. Wileox: I wish to say that
Brother Jones has jusi read ihe basis of
the remarks I made lasi night., I had no
thought of doing any injustice to the Re-
ligions Liberly Associalion, but simply Lo
carry oul the insiruclions that the Lo
hag given, as has heen read by Brolher
Jones,

1. A, Curtis: T have bech walching,
ever since this matier came wp, to hear
some reason given for {his proposed
change of location. T am nol opposed to
it if il is the thing to do; but of course
ihere must be more or less expense atl-
iached io such a movemeni; and before
voling, I woull really like Lo know what
is Lo be secured by moving from New
York 1o Chicago. If there is any good
reason, it seems (o me we could all vole
more inteligently in regard to il if it
were slated.

Voices: Ilder Jones, lell the reason.

Ao T Jones: Well, I will tell you
again all I kuow., When . was moved to
New ¥ork, it was for o cause. So far as
the publication of {he Sentinel and the
use of il generally as a paper for the in-
struction and information of the peopls is
concerned, thai couid have been done from
the &igns office in Oakland better than it
ever was in New York, if that were all
But al that time the Sunday issue was
the great one, aml was then before Con-
gress, One seal of the strength of fhal
thing was in New York Cily; another
geal was in Philadelphia; and another
was in Washington. In these three lay all
the weight of ihat whole issue at that
time. And there was the puace for the
Americon Seatinel then. But that issue
is past now. The Sunday law lssue was
before Congress; and thal issue generally
19 a secondary matter now altogether, be-
cange it has been worked Lhrough, Of
comrse thisis notseying that there will not
be 1nore legislation. Bul the government
has recognixed it; Congress has indorsed
Sunday as ihe SBabbath, instead of the
fahbath, The true prineiples have been
abandoned, and the battle is over in that
respect. Bul now Llhe center of influence
of ihis movemeni, the Nalioral Reform
movement, i3 the young people’s societies
and the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union; and Chicago is much nearer the
conter of that influence than New Yorlk,

and it has much more vaniage-ground
wilh the young people’s socielies and the
Woman's Chnslian Temperance Union
than any other place in ihe country; amd
thatl is the reagon thal underlies the mov-
ing of il from New York lo Chicago.

‘Therve is another.thing that goes along
with the reorgamwzation of ihe socety.
Li the sodiely is rveorganized, and organ-
ized for business, and for doing somelhing,
it will have to move from where il is
now. Ii will have 10 move from the Pa-
¢ilic I'ross building in New York City to
another bullding somewhere in New York
Cily; for there is noi reom enough there
for any more workers for what it wants
1o do in the oflice. 1t is crowded as il is;
and a year ago il was considered doubiful
whether the hands there wonld have room
enough Lo start in for regular business,
1t wonldbe almost imperalive to get olher
ollices in New Youle City. Oflices can be
had in Chicago for & good deal less than
they can in New York City. Bo if the
Sentinel goes out of 39 Dond streei, it
ought to go io Chieago, even if there was
nothing else at stake.

A. I, Ballenger: Iioes not {he geo-
graphieal center give some advaniage alse
by removing to Chicago?

A, T, Jones: Yes, that is so. Yet there
are other things that would overbalance
that, if there were not other things in
favor ot Chicago; that belongs with that,
of course, I dow't think there is anything
cise hal I know, 1f 1 have teld you any-
thing [ don't know, some of these other
brethren can eorrect it.

The Chair: The question is calied for.
As many as favor its adoplion will say,
Aye.  Opposed, No. Carried wunani-
mously, What is the furiher pleasure of
Lhe meeling ?

Allen Aloon: elore passing thls, I
would like to vaise that other question
again, and [ wilt put it in this way: [
move Lhal the Generaj] Conference Com-
mittec nogolinie with ihe Pacifie Press
Publishing Company for the lransfer of
the copywright of ihe book, *American
State Papers,” 1o the Infernational Re-
ligious Liberly Association,

W. C. Bisley: I second ithe motion.

The Chair: You have beard the motion.

A, T. Jones: The resson the General
Conference is asked to do ils is that it
was o combination, really, of the General
Conference inleresis that undid the Relig-
ious Liberly Association, Now if the Re-
ligious Liberly Assoeiation had to-day the
facilities it used lo have, and had the
means il used to have, if it was an organ-
ization on its own fooiing, it would not
be as il is. Bul when the body of the
CGeneral Conference interests, which undid
it all, and transierved its funds to theix
treasury, and tock all these things under
their own comlrol, we think il is only
proper that the Gencral Conference shonld
restove it, and it should be resiored by ihe
General Conference itself,

The Chair: The guesiion is ealled for.
As many as favor its adoplion will say,
Aye. Opposed, No. Carvied unanimously.

D. Il. Oberhelizer: Does that vole re-
store the money that was unjustly taken
out of the hands of the Religions Liberty
Assoeiation ?

The Chair: T do nol understand that
this vote does, unless it entails some ex-
pense in getling hold of thal book.

Allen Moon: 1 have stated what was
aclually done. This money and the copy-
rights of all the publications of the so-
ciety were Lransferred 1o the International
Treet Boclely. Now I searcely believe
thal we ought to wusge this expression
“transferred wnjustly.” It was simply the
congensns of opinion at that ilme,

A, T. Jones: No, Brother Moon. 1
beg your pardon. Don’t dodge thai word
“unjustly.” The Testimony says il is

robbery, frand, ete., and tet us say it is so.
Allen Moon: Well, somebody makes

those statementis, and we say some man
did that., Bul il was simply ihe fret that
we were in darkness aboutl cerlain things,
and thal il was done, Al the sane tling
there were a large number of responsible,
reliable men engaged in this, I am sure
these brelhren did nol think they were
doing anylhing wrong; bul they thonght
the work could be carried on jusi as well,
and perhaps betler, in that way; but il
wag done, just the sarne,

A, T. Jones: Now here is the secrel of
that. Aboul a year before, the Religious
Liberty Association had the confidence of
the people, and wag doing work, seattering
iracts and lilerature by the millions of
copies; and money was coming in in a
siream, without any special cifori Lo raise
money bul the interest of the people in
spreading thai work, and they wanted to
help it go. Money eame into ihe Relig-
ious Liberty Association atl ilie rate of
from seventy-five to one hundred dellars
2 day, Money was not comimg so rapidly
into the other ireasuries at that time.
There ought to have been, and eould have
been, too, from five hundred to a thou-
sand dollars coming inlo the treaswy
every day, and not have slopped at all,
if the cause had been condueled rightly.
There was plenty of money; and God
would [ave opened the stream, and il
would have llowed if Lhey had sought
him; bul instead of seeking God for that,
and gelting the sireamn open which he
sail he had closed, they thought to gel
hold ol this money, to ture the tide so
that the money flowing into the Religious
liberly Association would come in ihere.
They absorbed the Religious Liberty As-
sogialion funds, you see, and then the
money did not flow a bit. Bverybody
should have known il would be so, This
was done about 1805, just about this time
of the yeay, or a little later. It was just,
in their own judgment, that such was the
thing {e do. They thought the Religions
Liberty Association wes sbsorbing all the
mesns of the people. Il was noi donig
eny such thing. The people were putting
their funds there for a holy work, and the
money was as sacred for that work as it
was for this other, that we spoke of ihe
other day. But it was turned aside for
other purposes. They should have gought
God, and got such a conmeclion with him,
and with the people, wual from five hun-
dred to a thousand dellars a day would
have flowed into ihe other treasuries. In-
stead of this, they simply swallowed up
the Religious Liberly Associniion, and
slopped its money. That is the secret of
the whole thing.

Delegate: Several times on this floor
the question has been vaised as o whether
or not the Teslimenies have vecognized
the work of the Religions Liberly Asso-
ciation, While the Religious Liberty As-
sociation was doing the worl of religious
liberty, the Testimonies emphatically
stated that the religious liberly work was
the work thal every Sovenih-day Advent-
ist minister should be engaged in, as well
as cvery church-anember; and in view of
the fact {hal the Testimonics have said
that funds have been wrongly applied,antd
we confessed il here lhe olher day, I be-
Lieve that restoration goes with confession
before that confession is of any avail; and
inagmueh as it has been demonstrated
here that the Testimonics have spoken in
this matter, and said Lhat il was robbery,
I therefore move that ithe {funds thal have
thus been taken from the Religions Lib-
erty Assoclalion be resiored to ihem, so
that they may have the funds, and get
to work.

J. W. Westphal: I suppori the motiomn.

The Chair: You have heard the motion.

Geo, B, Thompson: I dom't see very
mueh religious liberty about that. I do
not understand {hat the restitution com-
ing about by vote would be acceptable to
the Lord, If a man should vote to re-

store something, even if he confessed that
he toolk it, that would de him no good, If |
we have taken money from the Religious
Liberty Association, as we confess we
have, the only thing for us to do is Lo pay"
it back withoul the vote; therefore I am
opposed to that motion. .

A, T, Jones: You are not opposed to
ihe thing, but to that way of doing it.

C. P. Bollman: I would like to agk the
delegate, or some one else, to explain how,
when several persons ave interesied joint-
ly in anything, they can do il without
agreeing among themselves that they will
do it; and how in the world ean the Gen-
eral Conference pay back money to this
association, or do arything else, without
taking action from the floor here. Thiere
may be some way to eome at it, bul I
don’t know how . will be done,

A, J, Breed: Now why ask for this
money 1o be paid hack? Has not it been
used in the cause, probably in ihe hest
way that the men looking after the work
could devise?

A. T, Jones; Why pay baek thal to
ihe SBouth, that the Testimonies eall for?
Has not that been used in the cause?

A, J. Breed: You had better not ask
me any guestions.

C. H. Jones: That is ihe vight thing,

Brother Breed. That oughl lo be paid
back.
I. H. Tvans: T would like to inguire

whe is Dbenefiled by this money. 'Who
had it.? What did it go for? Was it not
agreed that that was the best thing to do?
I don’t remember the cireumstanees.

A J. Breed: 1f I remember rightly, it
wae thought to be the best thing at that
time.

A, T, Jones: To be sure; nobody dis-
puted that.

A. T, Ballenger: Let me tell the story.
I was there, and Brother Jones was not;
he did not come until the next lay. The
General Conference Commitice and the
Tniernational Tract Soclely invited the
Tnternational Religions Tiberly Board to
meel, wlth them in council. When we met,
they told us that they wanied {o transfor
the publishing of the Religious Liberty
literature fo the Inlernational Tract So-
ciety, The reason they gave for it was
that if the Religious Tiberiy Association
went on as il was going, the General Con-
ference would soon have lo abdieate, De-
enuse thal association was swallowing up
everylhing, This move was made divectly
to slop the inereasing work of the associa-
tion, beeause ihe brethren ihought thatl
ihe associalion was getting more of the
funds than it oughtl 1o have. When that
literaiure was tvansferred, and the pub-
lishing of il to ihe Inicrnational Tract
Sociely, it was voled also that the money
that had been vaised by donations should
go wilh the literature, and it wenl. This
was aboui $3,500. Brother Moon and [
wore there, and we conld see no light in
it, and opposed il with all our might, But
we were in the minorily, and could do
nothing to outvote two or Lhree hoards,

A, T. Jones: Now you have, in brief,
the wey lhis was done. No ome will say,
or even hint, thal any one of these breth-
ren 100k a cent of the money for his own
personal benefit; bul money raised for a
definile purposc—money given by individ-
uals all over the couniry, who, out of the
generogity of their hearts and love of the
cause, wished to help in spreading it
amoeng the people—was used for another
purpose. That money belonged to this as-
sociation just as really as my monoy be-
longs o me, and just as really as the
funds raised for the South belonged to the
South., When the money was taken and
pul into another parl of the work of the
canse, however good the inlentions, 1t was
taken away from the place where ihe peo-
Ble who owned the money had put it.
[Voice: The delegated power was misap-
phied.]  Yes, by taking it for that pug-
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gposse, and doing with it as they did, they
slopped the work of the association, agd
erippled ils efforts to gpread the truth.

Voice: Wasg the Religious Liberty As-
socialion under the conlrol of {hese
boavds?

A, I, Ballenger: When I raised the ob
jeclion that our Constitution, made by
our people, had given us the right o raiss
ihis money, and {o use il in ceriain divec-
tions, T reeeived quite a vebuke from some
there, for even suggesting that thing. O
coursc I dom’l hold that now with any
havdness, but T am felling you only the

‘fucts.

A T. Jones: That money was taken
ithat. way by the representative bodies,
which was the system then in vogue, and
which was reproved and exposed by the
Testimonies 1wo years ago and later, As
the word has come that the moncy in-
tended for the South should be resiored,
I can see no reason why Liis other shouwld
nol also be restored.

M. C. Wilcox; These same boards to
vestore 162

A, T, Jones: Yes, these samme boards
should restore il; and this General Con-
ference, by ils voice, should instruet the
board or body that controlied the funds
10 resiore that money whenever il can be
oblained, by whatevermeans is legitimate.
1will say thal Lam sure that the Religious
Liberty Association will nol be nearly as
stern and severe in pressing is cause ag
was the spiril manifested in laking away
1t8 regources.

L, 1T, Evans:
Bied by 1t

A. T, Ballenger: 'The money was used
10 pay a long-sianding debl of the Imter-
national Tract Sociely.

D. H. Oberholizer: Inasmmeh as ihis
kind of work hag been denominatled a
great wrong, and as resloralion goes along
with repentanee, I offer this resolution:
That il is the sense of Lhis conference 1hat
the money that was taken from the Re-
ligious Liberly Association at the time
referred to be restored o lhat body, in
order that il may pursue ils business
without being erippled.

8. M. Lane: 1 think it would be well
to look a little farther ahead than we
seem 1o see ai presenf, If the General
Conference restores the copyright of
bocks, the Sentinel, and all these things,
if they cosl anything, ihe cosl ought to
eome out of the $3,500, and Lhe eonference
not be asked to pay fov all these and
the other as well.

Voice: These were sone of the Lkings
taken away from the associalion.

A. ¥. Ballenger: I wani lo add an-
other thought, so that you can ail sce
that there was somelhing wrong. We
had betweer $2,000 and $3,000 afler this
money was taken, lo which reference has
already been made; but not being satis-
fied yet, they look Lhis latler money also,
and Invested 11 in making books, not for
the Religious Liberly Asgociation. When
we wanted money with which lo remove
from Batile Oreek {o New York, there
was not a single cemt in the treasury.
THat money hag ai last been puid back,
but it eame to us in driblels.

Voices: Queslion, gueslion.

Chairman: The quesljon is called for.

C. W, IFlaiz: Are we to understand
that the Religious Liberly Assccialion ls
subject 1o other boards, so thai it ean
not transacl ils business independently?

Allen Moon: Ai the Lime mentioned,
the secretary of Lhe Religious Liberly As-
sociation was also the seeretary and freas-
urer of ihe internalional Tract Society,
and afler having used the money to which
Brother Ballenger referved im- the first
place, the latier money named was also
taken from the tressury.

J. M. Morrison: Wag that money
not invested in Religious Laberty tracts,
whicl Lhe $ract society used in their eir-

Which board was bene-

culation? My altenéion has been called
to this matler by Sisler Jenmie Thayer,
who was in the office at that time.

Voices: Quesiion, question,

I H. Evans: I don't think we ought
Lo get excited. We are all brethren, and
there is no need {o hurry this thing
ihrough, so that afterward somebody will
feel rebellious, and not know what to do,
nor have the power {o do. Is it not a
fact that all thal money was used in the
circulation of the Hteralure? Brother
Ballenger said il was used by the ln-
ternational Tract Society. Now the ln-
ternational Tract Society treasuver and
secrelary was also the secretary of the
Religious Liberty Association, and was
simply merging the two factors, and car-
rying out one line of work. If you say
that the International Traet Society must
pay that back, the question arises, Wikere
will it gel its funds? Would it noé be
better to start in fresh, and let the Reh-
gious Liberty Association go out and raise
its funds in whatever way it can; because
if the International Tract Socicty has to
do it, it will have to get the money from
the same source thal the International
Religious Liberly Association would have
to; for the internajionmal Traet Society
nol oniy Las no funds, but is also heavi-
ly in debf.

The Chairman: 1f Sister Thayer is in
the audience, we would like Lo have her
come forward and lell what she knows
about this matier.

Jennie Thayer: The iinpression seems
to have been given that this money had
been donated by the people tor a cerbain
purpose, and that purpose was rot earried
out. I think thal iz a mistaken idea.
Perhaps I dow't know, but I thunk the do-
nations were made o ke Infernational
Rehgious Liberly Association and the lit-
erature eireutaled; and it was just the
same whether ome or the other agsocia-
tion did it

W. W. Prescoll: The money was used
actually 1o cireulate the publications, was
it notl?

J. 1I. Westphal: Although that money
lias been used by the International Tract
Society in cireuiuting lierature, 1t was
taken from the Religious Liberty Asso-
calion, crippling the association so that
it couid nol accomplish the giear work
wlich il ought lo have donme. 1for this
reason it seems Lo me thatl if we pul our-
selves on the side of Lhe Bpwit of God, the
Liord will open ihe way for us so thal ihe
means will flow in, just as he opens the
way for a sinner whom he calls Lo re-
perlance. The Lord ealls upon nmm 1o
pay a debl, and then he opens the way
for hun io pay 1t. It leaves lhe sinmer
undomne, and so il would leave us here un-
done if we should do this; bub if we
place ourselves humbly at Lhe teei of Je-
sus, sc that he ean give us of his Spuit
and wisdom, he will work through us,
and show us great power, for the reason
that he has asked us to do it; when
we have done thal, we can asg the Loru
Lo open the way before us, and nel try
to hgure out how this money can be
raised.

Allen Moon: Just a word here: it
is irue, as Sister Thayer has sald, watb
wag the proposition made at the time of
the tiranmsfer,—that the Intersatioual
Traet Sociely should jurnish to the Ke-
ligious Liberty Associalion {he literature
that 1t required for its work, to ewculate
gratuitously. Ié is also trwe thai ihis
money was used in i1he payment of debts.
The International Tract Hoeclety had a
jarge amount of indebtedness, The mon-
ey was in part invested m the crcation
of literature, with the supposilion that
the society could sell it Chrough the
{ract societies, make a profii, and in a
short time pay up all their indcbtedness.
They were 1m debt at that time from
eight lo tem thousand dollars. 1 am

thoroughly conversani with ail che {rans-
actions, and know just how the funds
were handled. Of course ihey went on
producing this liferature for a time atter
the {transfer was made, the same as the
Tteligious Liberly Association was doing;
bui we were circulating millions of pages
ta lawyers, doetors, ministers, and public
men, gratuitously, We also were selling,
through the tract sociclies, large quan-
tities of ihis literature, and they used it
in their loeal work. While I was in
Washington onc season, I put nemly two
and one half tons of literaiure inlo the
hands of the public men, This was done
by the asscciation with the funds con-
tributed by the people and the profits on
the publications eontrolied by the associa-
tion, Bul in a very short time after this
business was lurned over to lhe traet
soclely, the money was swallowed up,
and the tract sociely work seemed Lo
cease; and ior a little while they had a
large amount of literaturc on hand, and
the contribulions for literaturc to be eir-
culated by the millions of pages, as we
had Deen doing in the past, slopped.
When we made a call for these large
amounts of literature, ihey said we would
bhave Lo wail until they got oul of debt
before they could help us to any great
extent. Iowever, they did the best they
could, Dut changes took place very
rapidly, and in a short time we were not
able 1o obtain much for the association.
We did obtain some small lois of liter
alure for gratuitous eirewlation, Lut not
a tithe of what had been creulaling be-
fore. Soon it all dried up, and the work
ceased.

A, T. Jones: Was there not a large
amount of hterature, in addition to the
cash, laken at thal time?

Allen Moon: O, yes; there was $2,000
or $3,000 worth.

L. L. Nicola: 1 have the records of
ihe meetings of Che lnternational Tract
Bociely both before and after this trans-
aclion; but I do not find any record of
thie proceedings mentioned tlo-day.

A. T, Jones: No; I guess not.

I. T, Nicola: I understand something
of the situation. I vemember that a
transfer wag made. I rvemember that it
was considered proper by the brethren
al that time, or perhaps 1 should say
there were not many dissenling voices.
14 was the impression; I believe, ai that
time, that it was the duty of the Imter-
national Tract Society to expend its
energies in the circulation of this reading-
malter. Several precedenis arve on record,
which indieate the spirit whieh animated
iheir actions. 1 have ome record before
me, taken in 1890, whick speaks of a
large amount of literature being neeces-
sarily used in the South by the Interna-
tional Religious Liberty Association, and
acltion was laken that an appropriation
be taken lo assist the association in thal
work. T preswine ibis was done with the
idea thal this was the legitimale work of
the socicty.

You will bear in mind thai the secre-
tary ai thal time was very aclive in the
sale and free circulation of reading-mat-
ter. Nearly all this maiter was in the
religious liberty lne at that time. e
seemecd 1o have beecn foing atl his work
in ouc line, as secrctary of the Religious
Liberly Association and International
Tract Sociely, becanse of the close rela-
tion of the two societies,—one secretary
and treasurer for both. These things
were thought proper at that time, I
Lave not the record here; and I was not
in the meeting in which the transfer was
made,

W. W. Prescolt: T do not understand
the matier fully. T ask if the funds of
the International Religious Liberly As-
soeiation and ihe International Tract So-
ciely, when one mmap wag treasurer of
both, and ihe treasury was a common

one, were kepl in a common treasury, and
drawn out just when it was needed?

Allen Moon: Although they had a com-
mon secretary, the hools were kepl sepa-
rately.

W. W. Prescoil: Bul the bocks were
kept separately in other cases, algo.

Allen Moon: The funds were kepl mepa-
rately only afler the separation was made,
and the transfer was made to the Inter-
national Tract Soclety; the funds were
kepl separate, but {the funds of the Inter-
national Religious Liberty Association
were borrowed; so that when we came
Lo transfer the office to New York Cily,
we found thai the tract socicty had a
considerable sum of money borrowed in
this way.

W. W. Prescott: Thal hias been paid?

Allen Moon: Yes, gir

W. W. Prescott: 1 was speaking,
though, of something back of {that.

Allen Moon: Fhe books and funds had
been scparalely kept back of all thal,
before the transfer was made,

W. W. Preseotl: When this transfer
was made, there was actually separate
moncy in a separate treasury, which was
paid over, actually, into the International
Tract Society treasury?

Allen Moon: Yes, sir.

W. W. Preseott: Then the relationship
diffeved fromn thal whieh existed between
the General Conference, the General Con-
ference Asgsocialion, and the Woreign Mis-
sion Board?

Allen Moon: Yes, sir. |

L. T. Nigola: I have found another
motion in the proceedings of the Interna-
tional Tract Sociely, which shows the
spirit they sustained toward the Religious
Liberty Association. It vefers to eertain
clerks, and then voled to give $500 worth
of publications o the Religious Liberty
Association, to use for disiribution in the
Distriet of Cohnnbia. You see it was the
eustom of the lraci society to do these
things, in order to help oul the Religious
Yiberty Association,

J. 0. Corliss: Thai antedates this dif-
fieully five years, does it not?

L. I\ Nicola: Yes, sir; but the customs
of the socicly up 1o this lime without
doubt Jed to this action alsa, The tract
society has been so aelively engaged in
the past in the work of the Religious
Liberly Assoctation, that ihey felt per-
feetly free to help them in this instance.
These actions show the spivit of friendli-
ness they had toward the Religious Lil-
erty Association, and the close relation-
ship exisling between them in itheir work
of distribuling literature,

0. A, Olsen: T did not {hink that I
should have to say anything; bul yon
have been talking so long now that you
have brought me to my feet. I am a
charter mermber of the Internalional Re-
ligious liberly Assoeialion. I think Iwas
the second one Lo put down my dollar for
wembership,—-eilher the seeond or the
third.

J. 0. Corlisg: Thivd, Rlder Olsen.
Brother W. €. White and myself came
before you.

Q. A Olsen: I am thus acquainted with
the fivsi planning of the work of the as-
sociation; and the idea was, and con-
finued to be for a long time, to uge the
tract society organization for the civeula-
tion and working of our literature, That
was the plan, right through, T shall not
review {the whole situation; for that
womld take too much time; but at the
lime that this transaciion took place,
which has been referred to here, it seemed
to all present then, cxeept a few, that we
were going contrary to the principles and
pians and arrangements (hat had been
made and acted upon from the beginning,
and that was why it was thought best to
change back again to the original plan,

It was stated last eveming that after
that arrangement had been made, the In-
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ternational Religious Liberty Association
could get moe publiegtions gratuitously.

I do not defend in any measure the
transaction referred lo, neither do I say
that the Religious Liberty Association
made any mistake in branching out be-
yond ihe firsl plan; but I only state the
original plan, upon which the work was
baged, and the reason that led to the
transaction that has been spoken of.

A, T. Jones: I have nething more to
gay upom this subject, excepl upon the
principls involved The Lord has said to
thiz conference that things have been done
by institutions and boards which call for
restitution. 1f the remarks whieh have
been made this afternoon againsl resto-
ration be followed up, 1 want to know
how mueh restitution there is going to
be in this denominalion. What we want
to do here is to face the prineiple in fwo
or three points. Cod has said thal things
have besn dene wrong, and has said that
the men who are now in those places of
trust are responsible fov the restitution
of it. He is now ecalling upon us to de
it; and if we do not do it, we make onr-
selves responsible for the original wrong.
If we axplain it away, and say that that
money whieh the publishing houses have
taken, and the mgoney taken from ihe
South, or wherever il may be, was usged
in the cause, amd that thercfore they
are not responsibie, or that it can not be
restored for lack of funds, how much do
you helieve in what the Lord has lold
us to restore? That is what 1 want to
know, and thai ig the thing for every
ons of us to think ahout. [f we be in
an ingtitution or a board, and the Lord
calls for restitution, and we say that we
have no money, how in the world are
we going to restore anything? How much
do we beileve in God and in his command
te us Lo restore! That is what is to be
considersd now. It is a very little thing
whether the money is paid to the Relig-
tous Liberty Asseciation or not, because
the association ceuld gel along if it was
never paid to them; bul it is whether
Ged is to be paid, er whether we explain
away all he has said. That is a bigger
question than ten lhousand times three
thousand dollars; and if we do not do
that,~~then what? Is this organization
going on, to hide its eyes from that which
the Lord calls for, and explain it away
by saying that we can not do it, when
the Lord says we ate t6 do it? We are
te put ourselves here to de it. We must
say: We have net the money; that has
been squandered, because Thou hast
biowu upon it. Turr the tide, and let
it come our way, and we will resiore;
wa will treat honestly and sacredly every
cent that thou givest into our hands,
‘We will search fer the prineiple; we will
be honest with God and with man,
whether as boards or as individuals; we
will be homest in the sigit of heaven;
we will pay everything that the Lord
calls upon us to pay. When we stand
right there, to do whatever he calls for,
then the amount of funds, where it is td
come from, or where it is to go,—what
have we to do with that? The Lord
wants te put us in a place where he ecan
use us to bring back those funds. He
says ho has blown them away, and he
ean bring them back. He has begun to
alveady. But- now if the Lord should
place these funds in yonr hands again,
are you going to sit there and explain it
all away, and say, New this money has
been uged in the cause, and we will use
this in the cause. You can not make
flimsy excuses Lo him; fer lhey will not
pass,—and 1 hope they will not pass the
General Cenference,

‘We must stand up where we shall eali
everylhing by its vight name, and not
make any kind ef excuses before man' or
Ged; but be sguare, and open, and do

everything that he ealls for. Ile ealis for
restitution,—not merely that we resiore
to the Reiigious Liberty Assocziation, but
that we shall seek for the prineipls, that
we shail take what God says and hold
to it, whether {heve iz & cent in the
ireasury of the denomination or notl. Ile
calls for restitution; and we must make
the restitution, and not go 1o making ex-
euses, but say, Lord, we will do it.

W. T. Knox: It seems to me, brethren,
that we all recognize the prineiples that
have been laid down by Brother Jones;
but there is danger that we transgress
on otherd rights while we are trying to
rectify the mistakes of the past. You
have heard the brethren who have been
famiiiar witis the oceurrenees mentioned,
and you see that they have different ree-
ollcetions of what took plaee in the past,
Brother Olgen’s recoliection is that the
society engaged in preesiely the same
line of work in carrying out and aiding
the work of the Religious Liberty Asso-
ciation, and 1 do not believe that we are
prepaved to sit in judgment on this ques-
tion. Why not aslk the General Confer-
ence Committee, ag hag already been sug-
gested, {o talce this maller in hand, care-
fuliy to investigate tiiese past transac-
tions; and if they find that there has
been any wrong done, recognize these
principles thal the Lord has laid down
before us, and take measwres to make
proper restilution. I therefore make a
molion to thal efieet.

0. A, Olzen: I do not want to be un-
derstooed as opposing this motion; hut
there have been statements made with
reference to ilhe work which were not
clear, and ¢id not properly, te¢ my mind,
representt. the arrangements that were
made al ihe beginning., That is ali. |
ant a3 intich in favor of restoring anything
which is wrong as any man could Possil-
Bly be, and I desivs that thi§ motion shall”
pass. But we want to be right all the
way along. Wea do not want to aceuse
any one of deing wrong, when thers is
no wrong. Lel us take the wrong where
it exisls, and elear ' it up, and let it be
right all the way along. 1 would like
to see this motion pags just as it is, and
then the proper omes will look after it

The Chair: The question is ealled for.
All in favor of this motion signify it by
saying, Aye. Thosé opposed, No. The
motion is carried unanimously.

A recess of ten minutes was here twken,

————

O. A, Qisen, in the chair: T believe that
the decket is now elear, 'This hour is
given to the work of the Intcrmational
Tract Society. DBrother Irwin wiil pre-
sent some matters,

G. A, Trwin: 1 will read a brief report
I prepaved here, as it has not been pub-
lished in the BULLETIN, 80 as to get the
work of the soclety before the body:—

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

A quarter of a century has now passed
passed since the organization of this so-
ciety. All that has been accemplished
through its efforts since that. time will
vot be knewn until the migts have cleared
away, and the result of the labhor done
by human beings as colaborers with ITim
who alene can give the increase, iz re-
vealed, But it is a fact weil known lo
this body, that from literature semt out
under il auspiees, souls have accapted
the trulii; and thess, in turn, have in-
Lerested 'others; and they, olhers, thus
widening its influence until conferences
with lecal socielies have been brought
tuto existence te carry forward the work,
leaving the International Soeclety in a
measure fiee to enter, and presecute the
work in other fields. Whils the work of
the seciety has been very largely pioneer
work, it has ail aleng kept in touch with

State and local societies, assisting them
in the way ot plans, methods, and words
of cheer in keeping alive the missionary
gpirit in the churches.

In former years a epnsiderable publish-
ing business was carried on by the soclety
in the shape of tracts, pamphlels, and
small books, which not oniy kept it weil
supplied with reading-matler for use in
its work, but brought jn a handsome sum,
which wag used in mipsionary operations.
But ag some of the Helegates know, at
the Octlober session of the Gemeral Con-
forence Committee in 1896, it was recom-
mended that the right to publigh be sur-
rendered g the Review and Ierald and
Paeific Fress publishing companies. In
itarmuony with this recommendalion, ali
piates, eopyrights, and a portion of the
stoek on hand were turned over at a
slipuiated price, in the December foflow-
ing,

‘the deprecintion frém former invoices,
on account of worn plates, oul-of-date
matter, ete, leit the goctety with a debt
of $8,500.96, with no regular source of
income to carvy forward its legitimate
work, exeepl voluntary contributions,
By reference to ihe reporl of the secreiary
and lteasurer, it will .be seenthatin the
last two years more than half of this in-
debtedness has been puid, with a shrink-
age in the present worth of only $308.60,
the amount of aclual joss in two years,

Thig result hog not been obtained by
a diminution of the missionary work, asg
the amount expended in fres distribution
wifl show. The amount of eontribuiionsg
is anolher gratifying featurs of the re-
port, a8 it shows that the brethren have
not lost their interesgl in this brameh,
While no special effors was made for
donations in behaif of the seciety, becanse
of pressing demands in other lines, we find
by eemparigon that the amount received
nearty eguals thabt ‘0f former years,

During the period of my report ihe
society has seni tracts and periodicals
to interested readers in nearly all parts
of the world, The mest recent fields to
which printed matter is being sent are
Alaska, Mexico, and Perto Rieo., The
Bouth hes been the principal field of
operations in the United Btates. A large
amountt of reading-matier has been fur-
nished te workers, te jsolated readers, and
te jails in that field. During the recent
war, many thousands of eopies of current
and baek numbers of our difforent peri-
odicals were suppiied to the United States
soldier camps.

In this connection special mention
should be made ef the courtesy of the
Review and Herald, the Pacific Press,
and the Goed Health publishing eompn-
nies in supplying the society, fres of
charge or at greatly reduced rates, a
number ef tens, in the aggregate, of tract
and periodical literature for free distribu-
tion among the destitute in the fields
under the jurisdiclion of the soclety,

A large amount of reading-matter has
been supplied, through the agencies of the
sociely, for the missionary work in New
York Harbor, The iissionary launch
“Bentiinel” has been operated under the
divection of the society frem the start;
and threugh this agency alome, reading-
matter is finding its way to all parts of
the world,

The society has created faeilities for
publishing fer the blind. A numbbr of
tracts have been issued i twe of the
leading point systems of writing, and a
considerable demand has arisen for this
reading. Steps have been taken to pub-
lish a monthly paper for the blind, and
the undertaking iz mesting with favor.

Lvery one of the fields mentioned m
the preceding paragrapiis, where the se-
cicty has been working, arve still open,
only & small beginning having been mnde,

Besides this, new openings are eonstantly

presenting themselves, In view of all

this, taken in eonnection with the quota- -
tions that follow, it is plain that the

gneiaty atill has a work and a mission,

anu will have until the final warning is

given:—

“The proper ecirculation and distribu-
tion of our publications is one of the
most important branehes of effort.

“Lhe tract and missiomary work is a
good work. It is God’s work, It shouid
be in no way belittled, but there is con-
tinual danger of perverting it from its
true object,” .

“The tract and missionary work is an
important part of the third angel’s mes-
sage. * ¥ * The living preacher and
the silent messenger are both required for
the accomplishment of ilhe great work
before us,”

“livery opportunity should be improved
to exiend the truth to other mations.
Thig will be attended wilh considerable
expense, but expense should in no case
hinder 1ihe performance of this work.
Means is of value only as it is used to ad-
vance Lhe interest of the kingdom of God.
The Lord has lent men means for this
very purpose—lo wuse in gending the
truth to their fellow men.

The times demand, ard the Lord of the
harvest would be pleased to see, a re-
vival of the old-time missionary epirit
among us, As the first step in that diree-
tion, I would recommend that arrange-
menls be made al this meeting,—in ar-
mony with recent adviee—to remove the
general oftiee of the society from Battle
Creelc, Michigan, to some city where there
are special demands and oppertunities for
niggionary work to be done, and whers
the secretaries and workers may engage
Bersonaliy in missionary labor, and act
a8 leaders in important. missionay enter-
prises.

May the Lord give us hearts to act m
harmony with his will, and give te this
brancit of his great work its proportion-
ale share of our interest and support,
that il may stand in its place, and ac-
complish the work for whieh it wag
brought into existence. G. A, lpwiw.

This is a brief resume of Lhe work. 1
wani to say ihat the financial report of
the society is muelt more gratifying than
I had supposed it would be, There was
4 time, ag you will notice in the repert,
when ihe fract society did quite a pub-
lighing business, 1In fact, the original
constitution of the tract seeiety made it
4 publisher in a iimited degree; but at
the same iime ihat iz veferred te by the
brethren here, the right to publish was,
by action of that same body, surrendered
to the Review and Herald and the Pacifie
DPress; and with it went all the copy-
tights and plates, and everything belong-
ing to the society. It was, In a measurs,
shorn of its facilities Lo carry forward its
work.

A, F. Ballenger: Was it not first re-
farred to the Gemeral Conference Asso-
elation, and later to the Review and Her-
ald?

The Chair: I would say that the work
of the International Tract Soclety was
never transferred io the General Confer-
enece Agsocialion, The General Confer-
ence published in the name of ihe In-
ternaiional Tract Seciety.

G. A. Irwin: Back therc in those days
ihe Gensral Conference Assceiation went
into the publishing business, and thought
that was the lhing to do- Some of the
leading men advocated it. The Generai
Conference Associatien beeame engaged
in the publishing work, and became quite
a competitor against e two publishing
houses, until finaily the Lerd spoke out,

rand said that the General Conference As-

foclation had mo business to engage in
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ihe publishing worlk, We took steps at
onee lo right up that matter; and we
went, perhaps, to the other extreme. We
took away these other things; so the so-
ciety was shorn of its facilities, and some
of the brethrem had the impreasion that
it was dead. In fael, that was the im-
pression at lhe last Geuneral Conference;
and it was really a question whether or
not to appoint any offieers for it. Tt was
rather hard pulling for a time, beeause
that feeling had somehow prevailed. And
in one or twe meetings there was a mo-
tion really to abandon the society. In
view of the discouraging situation, me
great effort, as T have said, was made to
create funds for the society, Really I
was surprised, when I came to see the
report, 1o see that it had so nearly ecome
up to former years, notwilhsianding no
special efforl had been made to raise
funds for it.

Now, brethren, I believe thal the In-
ternational Tract Society las a place in
connection with our work. The members
of the board had a meeting at Battle
Creek a year ago last spring; and 1
wrote out to every member of the board,
suggesting the removal of lhe society to
some other place, asking the brethren to
vole on the question. I think the vote
was unanimous for the removal of the
sociely. But for the place oi location
the vote was not unanimous, We had a
meeting on ihai question, but could nol
seem to agree; so we dropped the matier,
Afterward a communiecation came from
Aunstralia, saying, Why don’t you move
the Michigan Tract Society and the In-
ternational Tract Society to some other
place? At that time I sat down and
wrote to Sister White, telling ler the ex-
aet situation; and saying that if she
had any light in rvegard to whelher it
should be abolished or mot, we should
be pleased to receive it, that we might
aet intelligently here. I rcceived a reply
to that letter & good while ago; but not
a word was said of the society. So 1
presume by that, that the Lord means
thal we are simply to act on the advice
that was given in the Testimony, which
was, “Why den’t you move the society fo
some city?’ T think the thing to do
here is to plan to move lhe society o
some city where, as the Testimony says,
its secrvetaries and those engaged in this
work can be useful in missiomary lines
where they are.

As I have not always been personally
connecled with the society, having been
in the field, Brother L. T. Nicola has had
almost entire supervision of the society
as ils seeretary and freasurer. I will
therefore aslf him Lo give lhe conference
a statement of the sifuation as he views
it. I am sure he can do il better than 1
can at the present time. He will also
give you the treasurer’s report, which
shows that, instead of being defunet and
dead and insolvent, it is in better condi-
tion than a good many olher of owr so-
cleties, Brother Nicola, will you please
come forward?

L. T. Nicola: The report in condensed
form reads:~—

FiNANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE INTER-
NATIONATL TRACT SOCIETY FOR TwWo
YeARs ENpING DEC. 31, 1808,

RESOURCES.
Pamphlets and tracls, $2005 65
Office fixtures and expense, 1253 30

Cash, 2267 65
Accounts receivable, 1971 73
Total, $7498 33

LIABILITIES.

$4068 80
3429 87

Accounts payable,
8tock (present worth),

Total, $7498 33

Free distribution,
Donations,
Annual and life membership fees, 59 00

The avditor's report I will read. We
had the auditor, R. II. Cadwalader, who
inspected the accounmls of the General
Conference, Review and erald, ele., make
Lwo reports, ome for each year of the pre-
ceding term. March 28, 1898, he reported
as follows:—

$1552 86
3068 20

Barrie OREEK, MIoir,
March 28, 1898.
Mr, L. T. Nicola,
Sec’y and Treas. Imtermaliomal Tract
Sodiety, Battle Creelt, Mich.

Duar Sir: I enclose to you herewith
statement of the accounts of the Inter-
national Tract Society, after having com-
pleted an examination for the year end-
ing Dee, 31, 1897,

1 am prepared to report that I find the
records and accounts in a very favorable
condition. ‘The resulf of the examination
has made but litile change in the figures
as repregented to me at the time of com-
mencing the audit.

Yours truly,
R. H. CADWALADER.

Feb. 14, 1899, he says:—
BATTLE CREEKR, MicH,,
Feb. 14, 1899.
My, L. T. Niecola, Sec’y and Treas. Inter-
national Tract Society, City.

Dear Sig: I hand you herewith state-
menl, of the accounts of the International
Tract Soeciety, after having completed the
audit, ending with Dec, 31, 1898. I have
made a careful examination in this case,
and am prepared to say thal I find ihe
accounts as represented. The books and
records show that they have been kept
correct and in proper order.

Very truly yours,
R. H. CADWALADER,

The Chair: Are there any questions on
this report? Any remarks in any way?
What will you do with this report?

M. H. Brown: I move that the 1eport
be aecepted.

C. H. Jones: ¥ second the motion.

The Chair: As many as faver the ae-
ceptance of the report please say, Aye.
Any opposed, No. It is carried, Has the
secretary a report of the work for the
past two years, anything further?

L. T. Nieola: Yes, sir.

The Chair : We would like to hear
that,

G. A. Irwin: While Brother Nicola is
getling his report weady to pre-
sent, 1 will read this statement from the
Spirit of prophecy in regard to lhe re
moval of the sovciety, whieh I referred
to a moment ago:— .

“Why do you not encourage the Mich-
igan Tract Sociely and the International
Tract Society to establish their offices
in cities where there is a great mission-
ary worls to be dome, and where their
secretaries and workers may engage per-
sonally in missionary labor, and aet as
leaders in imporfani missionary enter-
prises? Move out, brethren, move ouf,
and educate your workers to labor for
those ouiside the camp., Why de you
Lide your light by conlinuing to remain
in Battle Creek? Get out, brethren, get
out mio the reglons beyond.”

L. T. Nicola: We have conducted some
corvespondence with the tract societies.
I might state that we took hold of this
line of work to promote the interests, to
some extent, of the tract and missionary
work, We have had a limited correspond-
ence with the State secretaries; have sug-
gested that it would he a very proper
thing for them to look out for fields in
which there was no work being done by
the loeal societies, and to conduct corre-
spondence with the laborers, to stir them
up to the most active possible effort. The

International Tract Society during ihe
lagt two years considered the South its
legilimate field, and also some of the ter-
ritories of the West, and new fields have
recently been enlered; that is,new foreign
fields. We found that there were opportu-
nities to put literature into the penifentia-
ries of the different States. We had cor-
regpondence with them. We went into
some of the conferences with our corve-
spondence, and found that the wardens
in the penitentiaries were anxious to re-
ceive our llerature, and to pul it before
their men,

In such eases we called the attention
of the State trael societies to the oppor-
tunity that was open for them. We have
distributed weekly, on an average, during
the last two years, from ten to twelve
handred copics of the Signs of the Times,
We paid for 800 copies, and the Battle
Creek Tract Society and some of the
Stale tract societies sent us some copies
to distribnte. We sent these copies to all
the jails in the Sonthein fields; and where
frequent correspondence was earried on,
we had the opportunily of putting the
“Life of Joseph Bates” into the jails,
where we had the assurance that the
book would be kept in the library for the
prisoners, While doing this work, we
called the attention of the State tract
societies {o the same worls, and we have
noted quite an increase in the work along
these lines. Some States have
plished very mueh in that regard.

Two opportunities have offered for
sending literature to Alaska. Last fall
we had the blessed privilege of sending fo
Dawson a large parcel of our literature to
one of our brethren. I was personally ac-
quainted with the man; hence I could
wrile him more freely, and enicourage
him {o use that literature during the long
winter months. We have also sent read-
ing-maiier to another eity in Alaska.

A few months ago a brother was found
who had made arrangements 1o go to
Porto Rico. He had ilraveled in geveral
Spanish countries, and could speak the
Spanish language. He wanted 1o go there
1o invesl some means, primavily, and do
some missionary work., We supplied him
with some reading-matter. He weni to
Porto Bico, and has been in correspond-
ence with us sinece. At San Juan he did
not receive a very cordial welecome; but
he seni us the names of over a thousand
people who are owners of property, and
who receive their mail in a box in the
post-oflice. We had previously subseribed
for a thousand eopies of the Spanish
paper published in Mexico, and we have
heen zending the paper to a large num-
ber of these persons. When he went
there, he acted as colporteur, selling Bibles
at his own expense; but he was not very
successful, and deeided to leave that field.
He was, however, encouraged to renain
longer, and so went to Ponce, where he
found a more favorable opening for the
digtribution of literature than at San
Juan. We have sent him an invoice of
Bibles, mosily New Testzments, and T
have received a letter from him since
coming here which states that he is
meeting with much stccess in the distri-
bulion of the Bibles and tracts we sent
Lhim. He says there are a large number
of English-speaking people there who
Jhave nol the opportunity of reading pa-
pers in English, because most of them
there are in Spanish. He wants a large
nunber of the Signs of the Times genl
to him to distribute aniong people who
can read them. .

We have received the mame of every
post-office box holder in Mexico through
the courtesy of Elder D. T. Jones, and
during the last two or three months,
have been sending literature fo the Mex-
ican people.

ACCOIN-

Dr. P. 8. Kellogg is a surgeon in the
United Stales army Manila, His
wife went there recently, and it was a
privilege fo 'send some literature with
her. She promised that she would send
us the name of every individual who
would probably read with profit and in-
terest, and we are looking for a good
opening from that field.

Considerable hag been done in sending
literature to thée West India Istands, and
soie to Imdia; and clubs have been sent
to China and to Liverpool.

In regard to the work for the blind,
the International Traet Soeiety owns a
litile machine that cost about $175, pur-
chased about three years afo. Twelve
fracts, at least, have Dbeen rum on this
machine, in the two leading point sys-
tems, and these have been distributed
gratuitously. Steps huve already been
taken to publish a paper for the blind
on this same maechine. The work is done
by & blind person. It is not very expen-
gsive. Il is rather laborious and slow,
but perhaps can be done on that machine
rapidly enough to meet the demand for it.
Mosl of those who have read this litera-
ture have reeeived it joyfully, and we
have received their benediction as they
can express it in wiiting; bub of course,
some have been disappointed in ifs char-
acter, because they wanted to have some-
thing that would be from the poets, or
somelhing of that kind, Some have ex-
pressed lhemselves as cspecially pleased
with the traets by Sister White, and the
ehapters from “Steps to Christ.”

J. M. Rees: Last summer in Denver,
Colo., a family aceepled the truth who
had a friend in Manila, and they were
g0 much interested in it lhat they sent
reading-matter there. The last word {
had from them, just before L left home,
was that lhat friend had aecepted the
LR in Manila, 7 T

Delegate: One of the soldiers in San
Francisce, while in eamp there, attended
our meetings, and some of our brethren
made his acquaintance quite thoroughly,
and supplied him well with literature. He
wrote back to us afler he had reached Ma-
nila, and said lhat he was keeeping the
Babbath, was very happy in-the faith,
and was anxious to distribute literature.

M. C. Wilecox: I have received two or
Lhree letters from an old gentleman in
the United States of Colombia. Some
one las sent him the Signs of the Times,
He is over eighty years of age, He says
Lig people are in a wretched condition,
and he wants some one to come there,
and bring them the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  Ie ia Spanish, but he
reads English.

The Chair: T understand there is a
commitiee on plans and resolutions. Have
they something prepared lo present? Lf
so, we will be glad to receive the rveport,

D. C. Babeock: In the absence of the
ehairman of this committee, I present
the following by request:—

1. That in harmony with the advice
found in 8pecial Testimony No. 11, page
23, we would advise that the office of the
International Tract RBociety be removed
to some large, central city.

2. 1n responge to lhe earnest call for
literature for the blind, we encourage the
oflicers of the International Tracl Society
to issue tracts to meet thiz want.

3. We suggest that a greafer efforc
be put forth to circulate English litera-
fure, such as the Signs of the Times,
Present Truth, and suitable tracts, among
English-reading people in countries where
the English language is mot generally
spoken.

4. Thal more effort be made to circu-
late our foreign literature arong the
thousands of foreigners in Ameriea.

in
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5. Thal means be provided to enable
ithe Inlernational Tract Boclely to pro-
vide and cireulate foreign literalure move
extensively in the colonics of ihe vari-
ous luropean nations.

W. C. Sisley: I move iis adoption,

Voiee: T second the molion.

The Chair: The secrelary wiil read the
first resolution.

M. ¢ Wileox: There are two objects in
moving te o large eity. 1. Thal the see-
relaries engaged in ihe work in ile In-
ternational Tract Soeiety, may do real
migsionary work., That should be tlrue
of all the Slate secretaries who are among
us, even those whoe are engaged in the
clerical work of the ollice; thoy shouid
Lave an opportumily to do real mission-
ary work a part of the lime, say one dny
or a part of one day each week, I believe
that it will pay our Stales io furnish
enough help so that this can be done,
and cspeciaily do I think that the seeve-
taries of ihe International Tracl Bociely
ghould have that privilege. 2. Il seems
10 me 1hal an Hastern eity would be bet-
ter than a cenlrally located city. 'Che
International Tracl Society should not
ouly cover the United Siales, bui other
ficlds as weil; for Amerien is Deing cov-
ered quile thoroughly by organized con-
ferences. The society should he al somo
point where there is more or less ship-
ping, and thus get nequainted with the
ships and those who have charge of them,
and through tie captains they can scnd
out a great deal of lilevalure lo every
port in the world, T need not multiply
words., I is self-evideni that the Inter-
national Tract Society shouid be in toueh
with the nations of {he world, and that
a eonsl oily where many ships were leav-
ing, woutd give for beller advaniages
than an inlevior eily, where there is no
guch access.

The Chair: Our lime is limitel. We
want 1o hear all thal may be said, hmt
we would suggesl that those who have
anything o say put it in the fowest pos-
sible words.

Following this many of the leading
cilies of the United Stales were maimed
as desirable points at which lo locate
the International Trael Bociety.

B, J. Waggoner: I do not rise to plead
for any eity, but I rise Lo asic a question:
Is ihis the United States Traet Sociely,
or an International Tract Society? All
{hat has been said herc seems to have
procceded [rom the supposition thal the
Trnited Staies was the whole world, and
thal we musl, when considering to gob
the work in some central place, gel it in
some central part of the United Slates
Tf ke Uniled Stales bounds the cireum-
ference of the terrifory for whieh you
arve going to work, then your central po-
sition may be some eeniral place in the
United States. DBut if the cireumference
iz the Iitmits of the carlh, why noi look
ouiside the liril of the United States?

There are quite a good many eities out-
gide the United Slates, so 1 nced not
speak of any ome. They will doublless
oceur 10 you. When you see that many
interests ave centered in the Uniled
States, is it not worth tlhinking of, to
get this part of the work im some other
pari of the world, for a center where not
only good may be dome in the locality,
bul where yon can be more in touch with
the world, even, than you can he in any
city of the United Statles?

The Chair: T am sure that we could
spend & good deal of time canvassing {his
subject, and not gel to an end; bul we
are now near the time of adjournment.
T may be ihal we shall have to leave
this where il is now. The guestion is
called for. We cail for the next item.
We are glad for these suggestions, and
due consideration will be given to all of

themm when the decision is being made

M. C. Wileox: [ would move thal the
word “eeniral” be slricken from the rec-
onunendation,

This molion was seconded, and carried,

Secrelary, reading: 2. In response Lo
ihe, carnest eall for lileralure for the
blind, we encourage the officers of the
Tniernational Fraet Sociely Lo issue tracts
lo meet this want.

The question was ealled for,

Secretary, reading: 3. Woe suggesi
thal a greater effort be put forth to civ-
culate English literalure, such as the
Signs of the Times, Present Truth, and
suitable tracls, among English-reading
people in countries where the English
language is nol generally spoken.

M, C. Wileox: I have reccived letlers
from some of our inissionaries in foreign
fields, saying thal ihey wished they had
the Signs of the Times, or some of our
Tnglish papers, because they could help
LEnglish-speaking people in the countries
where they were, and it seemed {o me
that the Inlernational Tracl Sociely could
do a greal deal of work in. this way, by
appealing to individuals to take clubs of
our papers, for the use of our mission-
artes m foveign fields, That is all 1 have
lo say. It scems to me that this will
comniend itsell to every one of us,

The Chair; T think thal is very plain.
The question is called for,

Secretory, reading: 4. Thal more effort
bo made fo circulale our foreign lilera-
twwe among the thousands of foreigners
in Ameriea. [(uostion ealled for.]

6. Thal meaus be provided io emable
the 1nlernational Trael Sociely to pro-
ville and cireulate foreign literatture move
extensively in the colonies of the various
European natioms. [Queslion called for.]

Mrs, 8. M., I. Hemry: I do not know
whether whal I have in mind should be
referred to any of {hese commiliees; bl
il will be necessury, if the work whieh 1
Liave in nind for the women is done, that
I shall have some help, and Lhai theve
should be something quite exlensive in
{he matter of making il possible for me
to coummunieate with our sisters in other
countries and in other languages. Bev-
oral of lhe breliven who have come in
from olber parts of the world have spolen
to me already; and T want the name of
gvery Sabbath-keeping woman in  the
world, and I wanl to make an effort to
redch all these sisters with the mosé
praclical hiclp thai can possibly be given,
to enable {hem Lo understand whal the
life of Christ, lived oul in the cvery-day
alfairs of the home, will mean. This will
require some printing, and some work
which il scems to e would come under
this head somewhere; so [ jusl mention
it to see whal you think should be done
with it . .

SBeerelary: T will say ihat we had the
pleasure of sending out something like
(5,000 copies of Bisler Henry's traet, “Tlow
the Bahbath Came to Me,” in all the dif-
fereut Stales, 1t seemed (o he proper
that this should be done by ihe Imter-
national Tract Seciety.  Sister Henry
prepared o letber which accompanied it.
The brethren had sent in money io pay
for thig litevatluvre; bul they did not send
in enough; yel Lthe soelely went ahead,
and sent out all the literature, using
whal had been seni by the brelhren jn
donations, and supplying the remainder.

Just a word in regard to ithe colomies
of foreigners in Lhis country. We have
9. large mumber of Bohemians in various
parts of lhis couniry, and T have really
felt o burden for thal nalionality in the
past year. There ave large numbers of
them in and near Chicage. We have here
in Worcester the largoest colony of Arme-
nians.in the Uhiled States. They pub-
lish » paper in their own language, and

nothing is being done for them. If they
could be interesled in the present truth,
it mighi be a wmost valuable means of
introducing the work more readily in
their home country.

i R. Conradi:  We have tried for
years lo get a eanvasser staried in Bo-
hemia; but the government would not
permit it. We have literalure, hui we
have to give il away ihere. Over herc
it can be sold. We have iried it now
for four or five years, but can nol suc-
ceed. We have literalure, and more is
still Leing lransialed. We eireulate it
free; for we can nol gel a permit to sell
it. In this eouniry ihere are perhaps
from 50,000 {0 100,000 DLohemians who
may be easily veached, il not being nec-
essary 1o work apgaiust ihe governmenl
Lo gel literalure before Lthem.

The Chair: If the International Tract
Boeiely should iake hold of this work,
cireulaling lileralure among the foreign
population here, they will, in turn, send
it 1o their friends in the old country.

Voice in' congregation: I would like to
ask what we have already published in
the Dohemian language.

L. R, Conradi: “Steps Lo Christ,” and
a nuniber of tracts, imcluding some {wen-
ty-four Bille-veading lealleis; and we
will supply them and olhers just as fast
as there is a demand for them.

1, €. Babeock: 1 would like fo refer
1o a large colony of Russian Jews now
setlled in Virginia, lilerature in the
Russian or Hebrew languages would be
acceplable to them, [ an sure, as they
ean not yet read Fnglish,

The Chajr: 'We have gone Lhrough the
report, and new we are ready for the
adoplion, if there are no furtler vemarks
on it.

H. 5. Bhaw: Why not say, “the vaxi-
ous nations of Lhe world,” insiead of con-
fining il to the “colonies of ihe various
European nations?

The Chair: 1 think that someihing
like thal will be acceplable. As many
as favor the adopiion of the report, sig-
nify il by saying, Aye. Conirary, No.
Carried unanimously. Is lhe Committee
on Nominaliong prepared Lo report?

8. H. Lane: Shounld there not be soime
provison nmade, whereby the question of
seltling upon some localion for the Intler-
national Tvacl Bociely, be deeided (oo,
inasmuch as everylhing is so upseiiled
until thal malter is delinilely fixed,

The Chair:s We gee that il is Lhe mind
of the brethrem to change it; and T pre
sume the board will lake il up, in eon-
junction with the General Counference
Commnillee, and sce 1o it at ones, or as
soon as possible, We will hear the ve-
port of the Commiitoe on Nominations.
“J. N. Loughborough: With the idea
that Lhe localion of lhe Tract Socicly be
removed from ils  present place, we
thought ihal, wherever il was moved, it
would be important to have some persons
in ihat locality on the board. While
we are called upen lo present to you
cleven nanwes, we have only chosen nine,
leaving 1wo to be supplied when the loca-
tion is decided upon. The names thai
we present, ave: Geo. A, Lrwin, I, 1L
Fvans, Allen Moon, L. I Nicola, W. W,
Prescoli, H. 12, llokser, C. T. Jones, Wi,
Covert, 8. H. Lane.

The Chairs Whal will you do wilh the
roporl ¢

M. C. Wilcox: I move that the report
be adopled as a whole.

R, M. Kilgove: T second the wmotion,

The Chair: The queslion is ealled for,
As many ag favor it, say, Aye. Opposed,
No. Tt is earried. '

I think that is all that belongs (o {his
line of the work., 1t is now time for
adjournment,

Inasmueh as nany people from ihe

town and vieinity would come out lo the
service Sunday evening, it woy suggested
that Mys. TTenry speak, and that the con-
ference adjourn uniil 8 A. M., March 6.

—_——

Distribution of Labor—Radical Changes—
Special Meetings for Bible Study among
Various Nationalities.

THIRTY-FIFTH MERTING, MoNDAY, 8
A M, Maron 6.

The meeting was called to order by
Llder G, A, Trwin. Prayer was oflered
by Elder H. 8 Shaw. Minutes of previ-
ons day’s proceedings were approved.

J. N. Loughborough: I wish to make a
stalement in vegard to the repori of the
Nominating Commiltee in nrominating
officers for the International Tract Soei-
cly. There was one thing that we omiited
to stale. Our ailention was ecalled to il
aflerward. Bul having such a large list
of nominations to make, in all about 134
names to consider, some things slipped our
minds. Tt seems it was the duty of this
Nominating Commiitiee to designale who
should be ihe presidenit of the Interna-
tional Trael Hociely, and who the secre-
tary and treasurer. We labored under
the idea thal we were simply 1o name the
board, and so did not designate these of-
ficers, We now sugpest the name of G.
A. lrwin for president, and T. T. Nicola
as secrctary and Lreasurer.

8. B, Horlon: T move ihe adoption of
the report.

M. M. Olsen: I sccond the molion.

The motion prevailed,

J. N. TLoughborough: Theve is another
item thal our attention was called to in
regard fo the officers in the Sounthern
Distriet. Tt seems to devolve on the eon-
ference io designate ihe local board of
the distriel, the secretary, the secveiary
of the Sabbath-school association, and the
distriet canvassing agenl. So we submil
this nomination:—

Tor local boovd of Distriet 2: N. W.
Allee, R, D, Hollel, 8. M, Jacobs, Corre-
sponding Sceretary, Margaret M, Kessler.
District SBocretary of Sabbath-sehool As-
sociation, Mrs. A, T Harrison, District
Canvassing Agent, A, T, Harrison,

C. P, Bollman: I move the adoplion of
this report as n whole.

. 8. Shaw: I second the motion.

The motion was earried.

The Chair: The Committee on Distribu-
tion of Labor have a pariial reporl to
make this morning, T believe, Tider San-
tes will Tead the repori.

O, Bantee, reading: Your Committee on
Distribution of Labor would respectfully
submit the following partial veport:—

We recommend ——

1. That BEider W. A. Westworth be in-
vited 1o make West Virginia his fild of
lIabor.

2. That Llder 1. . Andross
Tgland his field of labor.

3. Thal Eider J. M. Triksson eonneot
with ihe New England Confercnce,

4. That Elder 8. ¥, Svensson eonncel
with the Michigan Conference,

& Thai Flder 8. B. Horton go to
Liuisiana.

6. That Flder T. Johnson, after the
annual meelings in Scandinavia the pres-
ent year, come to America as a general
laborer among the Secandinaviang; and
that Elder 0. A, Olsen be recommended
Lo give more of his time to the work in
Sweden and Norway.

7. Thal Tilder H., Shultz be requested
to continue as a genaral laborer for the
Ameriean-German field,

8. That Z. Bherrig be invited io make
Denmark and Finland his field of labor,
as a general canvassing agent,

9. That Hlder J, A. Holhrook connect
with the North Pacific Conference,

10, That Flder A. O, Burrill make
New York his field of labor, taking the

snake
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place on the conmference committee made
vacan! by the removal of BGider 8. M.
Cobhb.

1. Thal Edward Loeppke make Da-
kota his field of labor.

12. That Flder Valentine Lecer go o
Nebraska.

13. Thal Elder H. 8. Shaw go Lo Mon-
tana.

14. That Elder A. E. Field eonnect
with the work In Arkansas,

15. That FKlder J. L. Behrens make
Oklahoma his field of labor.

16. That C. Schaeffler go to Minnesota
to labor,

17. Thal Flder N. W, Kauble take the
presidency of the Illinois Conference,
made vacant by the removal of Flder 8,
H. Lane.

18. That Tider J. W. Wall be inviled
1o connect with the Minnesola Confer-
enee.

16. That Elder G, M, Brown, of Wis-
consin, unite with the Nebraska Confer-
ence,

20, That Elder ¥. Siebbeds, of Nebras-
ka, go to Wisconsin,

21. That Rlder C. M. Gardner make
California his ficid of labor.

29, Thal Fider N. C. MeClure and wife
be invited fo make Avizona their field of
labor, e taking the position of director
of that mission field.

23. That Professor [L A, Henderson
make Greece his field of labor.

24, Thal Elder C. N. Mariin go 1o Cali-
fornia,

25. That Elder T. N. Williams take
the presidency of the Quebec Conference.

26. Thal Elder M. W. Plerce go to
Distyict 2, to labor under ihe diveciion of
the superintendent.

27. That Wder E. Leland mmake Ver-
mont his field of labor.

28. Thai Elder J. B. Asherafl go to
Kansas. ' R
29, Thai Flder M. I Gregory go to

Oklahoma.

30. That Elder R. W. Parmele wmake
Kansas his field of labor.

31, Thal Elder B. W. Margh be invited
to go lo Kansas.

32, That Blder G. G. Rupert go lo
Colorado.
33. Thal Llder W. H. White go to

Nebraska.

34. That Klder A. J. Lloward make
Oklahoma his field of labor,

The Chaiv: What is your pleasure in
regard to this veport?

M. H. Brown: I move thal the report
be adopted.

C. M. Christiansen: T support the mo-
tion.

The Chair: 14 has been moved and sec-
onded that the report be adopted. The
Seerelary will read these nawnes again,
and instead of passing on each ome, if
there is any objeclion, time will be given
for any objeetion to be raised; If there
is no objection, we will pass from one to
another.

The Secretary vead the report.

The Chair: Now are you ready for ihe
question? The motion iz 1o adopt the re-
port. The names have all been read
slowly, as we wanted you 1o be perfectly
free before you voie. Is Lhere any cbjec-
{ion to the report of the committee? All
in favor of this will say, Aye. Opposed,
No. Tl seems Lo be carried unanimously.

H. Shultz: T would Yke to say a few
words. T wish you wounld let me have
the privilege of gathering out ihe Ger-
man laborers once a year, pevhaps those
in lowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota, the two
Dakotas, Manitoba, and the other cen-
ters, for perhaps a week or ten days, to
study. T think it would tend fo ihe
unity of the faith if we could come to-
gether and study the Bible and the Testi-
monies; and I would suggest ihat the
conferences jn which the laborers werk
bear the expense of those laborers. Then

pevhaps we might have a meeting for the
southern part of the country in Kansas
or Ncbraska, with the requesl that the
diffevent conferences in which these labor-
ers work bear their expenses to and from
the mectings. I think it would bring ns
inte closer {ouch wilh onc another to
have such a meeling as this once a year.

The Chair: T think {bis is an impoertant
question that Biother Shultz has raised.
Have {the delegates anyihing to say in re-
gard to il?

J. W. Wesiphal: I think, as far as the
Kansas delegation and the Kansas Con-
fevemce are concerned, all would be glad
ifor such meetings. I feel in sympathy and
in harmony with the suggestion, and am
gure lhal, Kansas being in ihe center,
would welecome the meeting to that State.
1 have fell the need of such a meeting as
1his for some thne. While cur councils
iogether with our Ainerican brethven ave
excellenl, yet if we could get fogether
and talk over the peculiarities of our
field, it would be a help to us, I am in
hearty sympathy with the suggesbion,

I. Johnson: I want to say thatl the
Heandinavian laborers have expressed the
desire to have the same privilege.

C. McReynolds: I wish io speak in
favor of this matter that Brolher Shultz
has snggesled, rvealizing the need of il in
ihe case of new laborers coming in. About
three months ago the Lord brought to us
a very eflicient German laborer in Texas,
who has been a minister for some twenty
years in the Baptist chureh, Ee has ac
cepted the {hird angel’s message fully, yet
we found it difficull to undersiand each
other fully, being of different nationali-
{ics. We think that in this case espeeial-
ty, il would be profitable for such a man
to have the privilege of attending a period
of Bible sludy snch as is heve proposed.

0. A. Olsen: I think we have all appre-
ciated the Importance .of such general
meetings among our American brethren.
We would hardly have thought il possible
to eaxrry forward, and keep the unity, of
the woik suecessfully, without such op-
portunities. Now it is jusl as important,
and even move important, that this be
done in these forveign tongnes. If the way
could ‘be opened so that the Germans
could meet in such a way, and the Scan-
dinavians also, and the president of the
conference would make it a point to be
with them, he counld come in and leayn
all about their work, and I think it would
tend greatly to sirenglhen and unify
the work. This matier has been under
consideration by our Scandinavian breth-
1en heve, and we have felt that something
wust be done; and now, sinee you have
passed @ reeormmendaiion calling  for
Brother L. Johnson, who has labored the
lagl ten years in Secandinavia, to come
here as a geneval labover among Scandi-
navians, we know this will be hailed with
greal joy by all our Scandinavians in
America, and will give a new impetus to
the work, and it will proceed much more
vapidly, and show wmuch more strenglh
and vigor in its efforts. So I am decided-
Iy in favoer of lhe suggestion.

T, I, Westphal: I am heariily in favor
of this proposition.

R. M. Kilgore: T am willing {o vespond
to this favorably. The necessity for such
meelings in connection with our foreign
workers is certainly as imperalive as it
can be with any of owr American work-
erg, and I hail the proposition with great
pleasure,

The Chair: Theve seers to be a general
call for such meelings. I don’t know
that these delegates desire to take any
vole on it. I think it is encouraging for
themm io have such meetings, and that
the presidents of conferences will indorse
them and stand by them.

R. M, Kilgore: Would it not be more
encoursgement if the contersiice should
express itself by a votel

The Chair: I thought it would be a
good thing for the conferences comcerncd
10 express themselves.

H. Shultz: The wovk among the Ger-
mans is peculiar in some respects. Our
people are seattered, and {here ought to
be a gencral meeting for them at least
once a year. | am sure that this will
help us to become fully of one mind; we
espocially need to study the Bible and
Tegtimonies together. Some of our Ger-
man lazborers ean not read English, and
the Testimonies are not printed in Ger-
man. Iow can you ask them to believe
and preach what they de not know any-
thing about? This has been the situafion,
and therefore 1 am sure you can see the
necessity of our gathering together, and
studying cavefully these things.

.—_—04.

After recess, the conference reconvened
at 9.30 A, M.

The Chaiyman: Elder Allee desires to
make a few remarks.

N. W. Allee: There has been a senti-
ment expressed in the proceedings of the
conference, of interest and desire to see
ihe work increase in the Southern field,
for which T am glad. This morning I
would like to make a few observations,
based upon experiences. At the present
time it is understcod thai this field is
snpported by the General Conference, ex-
cept two smal] conferences; and the Gen-
eral Conference is supporting a number of
workers ihere, at a considerable expense.
I have been figuring up a little this morn-
ing; and not including the general labor-
ers Lhal have been seni inic the fleld
dwing the last year, nor any teachers in
Gyaysville Academy, excepi the business
manager; but including all the teachers of
the Oalkwood school, the vegular list of
paid laborers now amounts to $434 =
week, not including traveling or other ex-
penses. Now three more laborers have
been assigned to that field, which will
raise the weekly allowance considerably
more than that. It seems io me that a
little different class of lahor from minis-
terial effort should be encouraged jusl at
present. We would like to have a limited
number of energelic people encouraged to
goll the Rigns of the Times in the cities.
I am fully persuaded that ihis is a profit-
able work for that field. They can enter
ihe cities, and remain there week after
week, and month after month, visit the
people, sell the paper on the streets, take
subscriptions by the month, and deliver
the paper, carrying on this work continu-
ally. But {his will hardly be self-sup-
porting, and the persons doing it would
need from $2 to $4 a week to keep up
their expenses. We would like to have
the privilege of encouraging a few persons
to do this work, and therefore will offer
the following resolution:—

We recommend, That the Committee
of General Conference District 2, be in-
structed to encourage a lunited number of
persons, who seem adapied to the work,
to take up systematic work with the
Kigns of the Times.

H. 8 Shaw: I second the motion. And
with that I want to say that this is just
what T would like 1o see done,

®. L. Francis: I know from experience
that a good, {ive man can do a good work
on the Signs, and not only ihat, but get
others, even not of our faith, to sell it.

The Chair: You have heard the motion.
All favoring it say, Aye. Conirary, No.
1t is caryied.

Elder J. N. Loughborough took the
chair,

The Chair: Our meeting iz to be de-
voted at {this time {o hearing some reports
from owr foreign missionaries who have
not yet spoken. We will ask Elder C. A,
Hall to make some vemarks as his mind
is led oui, in regard to Jamajca.

C. A. Hall: Sicce the outline of the
West Indian field was given by DBrother

Heaysmer, the superintendent, there have
been many questions asked me conern-
ing the work in thal ficlkd. I do not
know thai I ean do better, in Lhe few re-
marks that I am permitted to make, than
to deal with some details concerning my
every-day work in Jamaica,—things
which perhaps you do nol ses in our
papers.

One year ago I baptized a young native
who had been one of our worst opposers
in a certain neighborhood. We had finally
eome to see and know and love this
truth; and after his baptism, he went
out with his Bible and a few little books
{6 work in a neighboring distvict. About
the fivst of September he wrote me that
six persons were keeping the Sabbath as
a result of his labors, and that he thought
I should come to hold a meeting there,
as the interest was great enough to war-
rant it.

The first difficulty was that of geiting
the lent transported into thai locality.
There are no horses, nor wagons, nor
roads in that eountry; so the first thing
was io get half a dozen donkeys ‘and a
dozen boys, and thus take the maierial
across the ridges of the mountains. When
we arrived at the place for holding the
meeling, we could not find a level spot
anywheyre to pitch the tent, the ground
Teing 50 broken up. We had fo excavate
a place, filling in one side, in oxder to
make a level apol for the tent

The first evening about thirty-five ox
forty came ocut. In that country I have
Laughi the people frem the Bible. T ad-
vance no theory or doectrine, but we sim-
ply search together out of the Word what
ig writien therein. Nearly all the natives
are church-members, though many have
not been inside a church since they were
christened. Hence it is no use to teach
them Christianily. They will, however,
listen to the teaching of the Bible, This
community was composed of descendants
of the aborigines of the island, the In.
dians, the same a8 our North American
Tndians in the States, and the Africans,
they being mixed blood,

After a little fime they became inter-
ested, and gradually the congregaiion was
increased, until our tent was nearly full.
Sunday afternoons we would have ag
many as the small tent holds, and some-
times more. The peculiarity which strikes
me, in teaching such people, is that their
faces are so expressionless. We do mot
know anything about what impression
we are making upon them., My method
has heen, after two or three weeks, to
take a bools that T have, and write
theve, “We, the undersigned, do promise
w keep all the commandmenty of God,
and live according to the teachings of the
Bible.” After writing out something like
that, at the close of a discourse I lay
that on the desk, and say, “If any of you
belicve what we arve teaching, ecome up
here, and put your names dewn.” T make
no effort to stiv up any feeling, but leave
them to move as the Spiril of God leads
them.

Voice: Do they speak the English lan-
guage?

C. A. Hall: They speak English, but
badly corrupted. A stranger has to be-
come accustomed to it,

T continued the meetings for several
weeks. Tinally, one evening, they began
to come up and put their names down
there; apd in a few days about #fteen
had signed, Others became jnterested,
and invitations eame from other places
to eonduct meetings. To the course of a
few months there were thirty or forty
names on the paper. Some of them were
begging for baptism. They would come
to my tent, and sometimes stay half a
day or moxe, talking about the iruth:
and some would remain so late that I
had to send them home, that T might
rest. I finally told them that we would
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have a baptism the next Sabbath. There
was no possibility of administering the
rite in this place, up on the ridges; so T
told them if they would go over to the
place where I had raised up a church just
before comihg there, and where I had
construcled a pool in which to baptize, I
would Dbaptize them, I wenl there the
night before, The next morning nearly
the wholé company came up there, headed
by an old woman, who was the mother,
grapdmother, or great-grandmother of
nearly the whole commuuity. She made
the journey with the rest, that she might
be baptized,

We had the serviee early Sabbath
morming; and sixteen were baplized at
that time. When I came out of the
watei, and wag asking the blessing of
the Lord upon those eandidates, I began
to hear sobs all around in the crowd.
When the prayer was closed, everybody
in that vast congregation was sobbing
and weeping. I mever wilnessed such a
geene in all my experience. These dem-
onstrations of ihe presence of God in our
labors with Lhat kind of people, iz what
binds us to them.

After thizs was over, we had a quarterly
meeting a little later in the day. I had
noi had time to instruet them on the ordi-
nance of feet-washing, and did not during
the day, as the time was so fully occupied;
so 1 felt somewhat apprehensive of what
those in the new company might be
brought up io in this experience. No
sponer was the opportunity given, how-
ever, than the new company heartily
joined witlt the old in this ordinance. In
the evening the people retwrned lo their
mountain home, climbing those steep and
fangerous paths over the ridges, and sing-
ing joyfully on their way. Move are now
ready for baptism; and when I left, there
were fifly-eight names on the book.

The public schools are generaily attend-
ed by the children up to fourleen years of
age, so that they can read, after a
fashion. The prevailing religion. is
Church of England, although where we
are, they are nedrly all Baptlists. We find
that the Spirit of God does, even for the
most vile, just what it does here in the
slums of Awmerica. It cleans them up,
straighlens themn up, and makes reliable
men and women of them, When we teach
them out of the Bible, it seems sirange
to them ihat therc are such things found
in it. We do not have lo preach about
Babylon, and teli them {o come out, and
all -that; but they find, for themselves,
Lhat they have been kepl in ervor; and
they turn against the old dclusions.

I EL Westphal:  As the Lord called
the chiddren of Israel from the most intel-
ligenl and enlighlened and pepular ma-
tion in the world inte the wilderness, in
order to tell lhen that he was Lheir
God, so the Lord has also called peo-
ples from olher nations inlo lhe various
countries, in order that he may tell them
that he is their God. In 1844 we reached
Tiuenos Ayres, & city of about 700,000 in-
habitanls, In a small village where we
were obliged to stop, T met the fivst Ger-
man Russians. At Crespo, afler three
weeks’ labor, I organized a chuveh of
thirty-six members. At SBan Crislobal,
where we went from Sanla Ke, we found
a Cerman-Swiss family keeping the Bab-
bath of the Lord. 'They had laken up
cleven concessions of land (a eoncession
is aboul 80 acres), where they had in-
tended to make their home. After some
slrange and interesting experiences, the
whole family accepted the {ruth, when it
was hronght io them, and they are still
faithfual.

From this place I relurned Lo Buenos
Ayres, and visited Crespo, where 1 ve-
mained seversl weeks. Each Sabbath
there was baptism, and the work there

has giown until we bave a new church
of 127 members. We afterward went to
SBanta Catherina, where there were about
twenty keeping the Sabbath from reading
the Houusfreund, the German paper. [
appointed a . meeting in the cily ot
Brusque, and hired a house in which to
hokd it. When we came to Lhe thme of
the meeling, the man who rented us the
fiougedemanded the key, Hesaid we eould
not hold the meeting here; hiz priest had
proncunced a curse upon the individuaj
wlo would rent a house to us for the
meeting., But another person opened his
house for that evening, so we had a meet-
ing. Not being able Lo secure a perma-
nent place for meelings, we held owr
mectings in the street, and there organ-
ized the Brusgue chureh, baptizing {wen-
ly-lbree. Before leaving that place, a
merchaunt desired to have mectings in
his house. He had a few friends that he
had invited, whom he wanted to hear
the trulh, While holding the service
there, a number of large stomes were
thrown through the windows into the
rooiiz in which we were; but they did not
ipjure any of us. When we saw that the
Lord had protecied us, we all united in
praise and prayer. That merchant with
hig wife aeeepted the truth shorily after
that. "he church has now sixty-five
members, and i still growing. They have
built a school-house.

From there T went to Joinville, where
there arve a number of Sabbath-kecpers.
They were not Seventh-day Advenatists,
bul they were interested in our work.
I remained there a few weeks. Since
Lhen, the work has grown te a church of
about sixty,

IFrom here 1 returned Lo Buenos Ayres,
where my family weve with a sister, who
had aecepied the fruth. When I re-
turned, I found that our litile girl, Helen,
had gone lo rest, to awake in lbe firsi
resurreclion. It was & hard experience;
but it lead us all nearer to the Lord. We
have not felt like mwmuwing or com-
plaining at all; for we feel that God
hag laid her away Lo rest uniil the time
¢f 1rouble js over, .

At San Gristobal a man whom I visited
came into the truth through reading
Mareat Controversy.” He had a family
of ten children; and afier I had been
there a lit{le while, they all desived bap-
tismn.  There was no stream there in
which to administer the rite; and
Lheir extremity, they proposed that they
be baptized in the well Into this I was
let down in a hucket, and the others by
ropes; and down there in the well, fit-
teen feet deep, 1 haptized them. Tne
geene was & solemn one indeed; and truly
it seemed like going down into a watery
grave lo avise in mewness of hife.

from every parl of the country ihere
comes the Macedonian ey, 1 might give
many other juslances where the Lord
has wrought wondrously. We have had
trials there, and things have talen place
to try our faith; bhut I can say that 1
would not exchange the experience I have
had for anything m the world. My heart
is greatly altached to {he work theve.
I sincerely hope that lhe good Worle will
go on till it closes up.

Iirother Kelley: In the few minutes et
I hardly know what to say. I will, how-
ever, speak of the northwestern part of
South Amwerien, called at 1he present
time, the Republic of Colombia, AR
the people here arve Christians. That is,
if you go to tallk with them oun any
other hbasis than that they are Chris
tians, you close the door for further work
with them. Thig I have learned from
my own experience. They are Xind-
hearled, and will deo all for you that their
abililies will permit. At the same time
there is such a cowmbination of -efreum-

slances, both good and bad, that it ig im-
possible to give a correct deseription of
the conditions that exisi theve. Brielly

slaied, these people are descendants of the.

oviginal Indians, the negroes, anmd the
Spaniards. No such thing as a color line
exisls there, mo intermarriage oblains
among all classes.

That country has 5,200 square mules
of tenrilory, and between four and tfive
million inhabilants. Alout one fourth
of this (enitory is oc-upied, 225000 of
the inhabilants being wild Indiang, that
is, Indians who have never been brought
under the influence of the white mamn,
They have maintained theirindependonce,
It we go 10 the east of the mountains,
wiich divide the country into three gen-
eval departinents, we have the northern
Hit of this great dark interior of South
Amarica,  We speak of dark Afviea, bul
right here in the heart of South America
there is a country just as dark as dark-
esf.  Africa. Yel the general character
of these Indians is differcnt frow that of
the North Amevican Indians. lostead of
being ficree and of a fighting disposition,
they are, as a rule, decile and traciable.

There ave less than 150 miles of rail-
road in the country. In going from Cax-
lagena to DBogola, a person must lravel
63 mijes by rail, 550 or 600 miles by
stearuer, 15 wiles by railroad, 80 miles
over mountains (Lhis alone laking three
day8), and 30 miies more by rallroad.

Liogota was founded in 1538, and now
has a populalion of 120,006 It is silu-
ated on a platesu, efevated 8,750 feet
above the level of the sea. The thamoru-
eler ranges from 63 1o 70 degrees the year

around. Il seldom cover goes as hign
as 80 degrees in  the sun. 'The
nomths  of Decemhber, January, and

Vebvuary, nre the summer months, when
{he people go to the mountains. it ig
nothing uncommon for ike business
hwouses and banks to cloge for from threc
to fifteen days at o iime, to lake a sum-
mer vacatlon. § have known the banlc
of Colombia Lo be closed for 1wo weeks
al a iime.

The people are religiously inclined, At
the sound of a Dbell, they take ofl their
hats. 1f they are {alking to you when
il rings, they will stop and say thejr
prayers. At the sound of another bell.
wien Lhe procession eomes down the
slreef. the ladies dvop down upon iheir
lnees, without thinking as to the nature
of the place whore they are sianding,
whether il be muddy or filthy, and bow
theiv heads ncarly to the ground. This
custoin is invariably followed Dby all
classes,

As a rule, they hold the Bible in more
veneration lhan we do. When they find
1hat 1he Rible tells them a ecertam
thing, they do not argue against il. There
8 a geneval desire among many of the
people to find oul something about other
veligions; and [ know tlhat there must
be many houest souls who will yet re-
ceive Lhe truth.

We are not allowed to sell ouwr publi-
calions in Colombia, We can cuculate
literature only by free distzibuilon. The
laws are such as to make it a penal
offense Lo sell Nlerature which is ol
fenstve or subversive. Under the head of
subversive lilerature comes Lhal which
may speak against the veligion of the
country or its dogmas,

A few days before 1 left, when J was
going wmy rounds distributing lileratore
for the last time, I asked the people how
they liked the papers; and they all felt
grieved that there would come Lo them
to more papers. I wish T had lime to
tell you morc concerning this interesting
field. I will try to give more intormation
through the papers.

The Chaii: We will listen to Rlder

Lewis Johnson a few minutes about Fin-
lein: and Iceland,

Tewis Johnsenm: I is a litlle over
six years since [ began work in Finland;
and ai the same lime T had a brother
who. vigited leetand. Now we have labor-
ers in both places, and the Lord has
blessed us there. Brother Convadi’s field
adjoins Tinland, and the United Siates
i= near neighbor lo our field, too, as the
Danish possessions reach over to Ieeland
and Greenland, not far from North Amer-
fea.

When we began work in Finland, Blder
0. Johuson and two Bible workers were
senl over. At that thme we thought
that nearly half the inhabitants spoke
Swedish; but afterward we found that
oaly one fifth or one seventh can gpealk
both Janguages; hence the work has gone
rather slow, as we have nol Dbeen able
to work in their own language, but have
to resort lo the use of an interpreter.

We have at present three churclies, with
a membership of aboul sixty, the largest
of which is Helsingfors, the capital of
the country, Recently Kider John Hoil-
man, of lowa, has moved there with his
family, and we trust that the work will
be continved with success. A young man
has lafely been sent there from Sweden
Lo assist bum, and 10 ]earn theFinnish lan-
gusge. If is hoped that he will develop
into a valnable worker for the Vinns.

Our book work in Finland has many
cneouraging fealures in connection there-
with, 8inee our work began, ithere has
been sold nearly $25,000 worlh of pub-
lications in the Finnish and Swedish lan-
gnages. The law of the couniry does nol
permit books printed oulside the coun-
ey to be sold in the country; hence we
have done all our publishing work in Hel-
singinis, the expense and business ve-

sponsibilily resting wpon the Christiama
lubhishing house,
The counlry is being influenced Iy

Russian laws more and more, and I fear
that in lime we can not work so freely
as now. The language iz difficultdo learn,
and this has handicapped us to™guite
anp exten. Bul, as I said, we are plam-
uing 1o overcome this obstaele, and carry
forward the work more aclively than here-
tofore.

Ieeland iz an intercsting colony of Den-
mark., During Hlder O. Johnsor’s visit
of rearly six months, he did what he
eould Lo arouse an interesl, and distrib.
uted a considerable amount of literature.
It was al lasl decided lo send Brother
Ostlund. He came to Christiania as a
boy, worked in lhe oflice, hecame con-
verted, was filled with the missionary
spivit, and after a while hegan to labor
in the cause. He is a failhful laborer
He wus sent over a year ago last fall
Tie had to go fremm Christiania to Copen-
hagen, lo gel a hoat. When the boal
woe [assing Scotland, it stopped at a
port where several passengers embarked
for [celand. After going on for a time,
one day this missionary notieed a man
wliv was conversing to others on religious
subjects. ¥le made nquiry, and found
that the man was an American, and wag
going over to Jeeland to do missionary
work., In leief, the American was no
olher than a Seventh-day Advenlist. He
had heard the truth in America, bad
heard that the Danish Conference were
expreting to send a man over to Iceland,
and kad decided to go te lecland to help
this missionary, as he had a command
of ihe Jeelandic lamguage. In this way
Brother Ostlund met the very man who
had Dbeen expecting to jein him in labor
wlen he arrived in Jeeland. It was a
coincidence that they happened to meet
cn the same boat on their journey to lee-
land,~a chance meeting in which T be-
lieve the Lord had a hand.
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The Lord has blessed Broiher Ostlund
there very much. He arrived there bout
the first of November; and on the first
of January spoke his first sermon in Iee-
landie. He had studied it somewhal be-
fore he left, by himsel; and we all think
that the Bpirit of the Loxrd in a special
manner enabled him to learn the lan-
guage in thal brief period. Of course he
had been holding meetings in the Norwe-
gian language two months before; but he
advertised {that he would speak in the
Teelandic language thal night, and the
people flocked to the hall and filled it,
and many could not gel in. e wrote
toe me that the Lord blessed him wonder-
fully, In ithe papers the next day they
said that it was wonderful thal BElder
Ostlund, 2 Seventh-day Adventisl, sent
there in November, could now speak their
language; and they also added thati he
spoke it very correctly.

‘When Brother Olsen was there, he be-
came acquainted wilh a Lutheran mn-
ister who was very much interested, and
had left the state church and established
a free church. He became much inter-
csted in the truth, and accepted the
Babbath. Alfhough it has been decided
that 1 am to do werk in this eountry,
ny leart will be over there, and I shall
trust that your prayers will always be
sent, logether with sowe of ithe means,
Lo that people.

On motion the meeting adjourned till
three o’clock.

JREP, T,
Sabbath-scheol Work-—Religious
Association Officers.

Liberty

THIRTY-SIXTH MEETING, MONDAY, 3
P. M., MARCH 6.

THlder Loughborough in the Chair.
Prayer by Blder E. E. Andross.

The Chair: DBrother Irwin vequested
me 1o oeeupy the chair. The brethren
are still detained on important commit-
tees, working up matters as fast as they
can. T think Brolher Brown wishes to
introduce something relating to the Sab-
bath-school work.

M. H, Brown: We made a request to
the General Conference Commitlee which
1 will read, eoncerning the Sabbath-school
work:—

In view of the importance of the Sab-
bath-school work, and that we have had
no general figld worker laboring in its
interests for many years, the Committee
on Plans for Work, announced by the
president of the International Sabbath-
school Association would respeetfully re-
quest that the General Conferemce sup-
port a general field lahorer for the Sab-
bath-school work, said laborer to be se-
lected by the execulive board of the In-
ternational Sabbath-selhool  Association,
by and with the eonsent of the General
Conference Committes.”

This was brought before the Commit-
tee, and perhaps it may be well to state,
briefly, the 1eason why this request was
presenied. We might say, in the firsl
place, that much is expected of our Sab-
bath-schools in the support of the cause
firancially; but very little is done to
build up the Sabbath-schools, And in
avidence we wish Lo eall your atientlion
to some Stalements thal the Loxd has
made concerning this matler. This was
presented in the address of the president,

“The Babbath-school, if rightly con-
ducted, is one of God’s instrumenialilies

to bring souls to a knowledge of the'

truth. Our Sabbath-schools are nothing
less than Bible societies; and in the sa-
cred work of teaching the truths of God’s
word, they can aceomplish far more than
{hey have hitherto accomplished. The
Sabbath-school, when rightly managed,
possesses @ marvelous power, and 18
adapted to deing & great work. The in-

fluence going out of the work should im-
prove and enlarge the church. There is
a4 mosl precious misgionary field in the
Sabbath-sehool.”

1 am afraid that we have somelimes
turngd this around, and in our wminds
it has been something like this; in faet,
this passage has been quoted to prove
that ihe Sabbaih-schools should support
the missionary work; bui the statement
is that the Sabbath-schools are a pre-
cious missionary field. There is a mjs-
sionary field in the Sabbath-school. Then
we ought not to feel, when we purchase
supplies and necessary helps for carry-
ing on Sabbath-sechool work, that our
money s not being used in fhe mission-
ary field. IL 48 a missionary fleld.

We would nol convey the idea by lhis
statenent that all the money should be
used in the Sabbath-school. That is not
the idea; but we should dismiss the idea
from our minds that the Sabbalh-sehools
are not themselves missionary fields; for
they are; and if there are now omens of
good, they are only indieations and he-
ginniugs of what may be done.

We notice another statement or two
here, which shows that our Sabbath-
schools have not received the attention
that {hey should have received. We do
not magnify the Sabbath-school as the
most, important branch of the work. All
we plead for is that the Babbath-school
shall have its place, and receive the
proper attention. .

The Lord says again: “This is one of
the DLranehes of the work that is erip-
pling along for ihe want of efficient, dis-
cerning men and women who feel their
accountability to God to use their powers
not to exalt self, not for vainglory, bhut
io do good”

1t is not simply for those to labor in the
Sabbath-school,—young people, and girls,
and flighty persons that have not that
solidily of eharacter and standing, and
influence that will enable them to be
real teachers of the word of God, that can
not carry an influence with them for
good Lo build up the ehurch. This says
there is a lack in that respect in our
schools, thal the standard should be ele-
valed, and we ask thal our laborers
throughout the field strive o elevate the
standard in our sehools.

Now as evidence that the BSabbath-
gchools are mot regeiving the attention
they should, we will call atteniion to
another statement in connection with the
corresponding secretary’s report. This is
a statement the Lord makes also: “There
is a dearth of educated ability among
vz, and we have net men who are suiffi-
ciently trained to do justice to the work
of managing our Sabbath-schools and
churches. There is more need now than
ever before that our young imen and
women shall be intellectually qualified
for the work.”

Now what are the facts? 1 want you
to note this peint carefully. In almost
all our conferences there are those who
are elecled as officers of our Sabbath-
sehools and yel even those that are
epecially elected and set apart for that
work are not given the opportunity to
do thal work. I do noi say it is pos-
aible in every conference, especially in
the weaker conferences, for them to de-
vote all Lheir time; but the faets are
stated in the report of the corresponding
secretary:—

“I'he great majority of the officers have
other burdens in the conference, tracl so-
ciety, Signs worl, andother lines of work,
so thal with many of them the Sabbath-
school work must take a second or third
place as regards time and thought, How
can good work be done in this way?
How can State officers train and disci-
line the local workers when they have

had no training themselves, and have
in many eages hardly half their fime
to give to the study of this work?”
These are very pertinent questions,
which I trust our conference oflficers wil)
carefully and seriously consider in the
light of what the Lord has said. Much
is realized from our Sabbath-schools,
They Thave given cach year about
about $40,000—$25,000 a year to wmis-

sons. I have a stalement here
which  emphasizes this I am glad
that  the attention of ouwr peo-
ple aé {his Ceneral Conference has

been called so forcibly to this impor-
tant subject, by Sister Henry and others,
and that the Lord is turning the hearts
of the fathers to the children in this
time, and I trust that the good work
will go on. This is the statement made,
You will find it on the first page of the
Review of January 10. The artidle is
entitled “A Negleeted Duty.”

“This commission has been given 1o
every minister and worker, But the work
Lias been neglected. It is not the
ministers alone who have neglected this
solemn work of saving the youth; the
members of the churches will have to
getlle with the Master for their indiffer-
ence and negleet of duty, The Lord is
not glorvified when the children are meg-
lected ang passed by.” What is this com-
mission? “¥eed my lambs” The very
first commission given to DPeter was,
“Feed my lambs.” I don’t mean by thal
that il was first in importance, but that
the worls of feeding the lambs is a part
of the gospel corission to the minister
of Jesus Christ. And you will remember
another statement to owr ministry, that
there should be a little corner in their
sermons for the children. Let us mot for-
get il, brethren. Certainly this comis-
sion has been given to every minister
and worker, and the Lord says the work
has been neglected. We have done it in
the past, and may the Lord forbid that
we shonld do it any more. Give the
children the place they ought to have, en-
courage them, and don’t pass them hy
as of no consequence.

I have here a statement of what we
desire lhe district superintendent to
do:—

L Due attention to the Sabbath-school
work and general meetings,

2. Efficient help for the Sahbath-sehool
work in each conferemce located in their
respective districts.

3. Proper representation of the Sab-
bath-school work at the General Confer-
ance sessions,

‘We have been able to hold only a few
of these council meelings here, because
the meetings of the conference have rum
over 80 much and the delegates have been
so tired and so busy; and when we have
held them, we have had only from two
to half a dozen or ten brethren and
about twice as many sisters, This wag
not becaunse of lack of interest; and I
mention it simply to show how ithe Sab-
bath-school work has been relegated to
the rear,

Just a word in conclusion to the pres-
idents of conferences. We want your
co-operation and your help. We will cor-
respond with you, and will furnish you
with the material whieh may assisl in
the work, and we carnestly plead that
onr district superiniendents and confer-
ence officers shall co-operate with us in
building up the Sabbath-school work, and
placing it wheve the Lord would have it
placed in our midsl to do the work which
he has for us to do.

M. C. Wileox: I am persuaded ilhas
it is “high tivie that we awake out of
sleep,” “redeeming the time, because the
days are evil” Of course there is no
sucl thing as vedeeming the time in the

sense of getting back a moment that has
ever gone; buil it does mean that we
are fo buy up, or redeem, the opportuni-
ties that come to us by the sacrifice of
everything that is necessary to do it. This
is true in every branch of God’s work,
and especially in the Sabbath-school. This
means much when it comes to breaking
off old, cherighed habits. There is so
mueh uneertainty in the world; so few
really have any foundation on which
to stand, or know where they stand, thai
great opportunities are given us to spread
the light of truth as it is in Jesus. T have
especially thought of this since Sister
Henry has been talking, and iu my own
heme I see where I have neglected many
opportunities to do what the Lord would
have me do. God gives us opportunity
and privilege of working for our ehildren
and through them, We want to bé able
to discern the opportunity, and buy it
at the sacrifice of everything else that
stands between us and that opportunity.
I have thought many times of the parable
in 1 Kings the 20th chapter where fhe
prophet eame to Ahab as fhe king passed
by. “Thy servant wen out into the
midst of the baitle; and behold a man
turned aside and brought a man unte me
and said, Keep this man. If by any
means he be missing, then shall thy life
be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a
lalent of gilver, And 25 thy servant was
busy here and there, he was gome” So
God gives us precious privileges and op-
portunities to work for him, but of how
mayy will it be said, “While I was busy
here and there, that opportunity vas
gone,” These things have rested upon my
mind with heavy weight, not only in the
Sabbath-school but in all our work.

H. W. Reed: The Sabbath-sehool work
lies close te my own heart. I first
learned the tyulh in 1859, when Elders
Loughborough and Steward came to Lodi,
‘Wisconsin, and preached it. Yrom that
time till this I have always loved the
Sabbath-sehool work., I believe that one
reason why our Sabbath-school work is
languishing is because so many excuse
themselves from doing beeause they
think somebody else is going to do. In
tlie Babbath.school there is a work for
every person from the elder down. There
i3 no better privilege among us than the
Sabbath-scheol for developing charaeter,
and leading the mind to the Saviour, It
is very easy for the young 1nind to re-
celve conceptions of truth.

The Chair: Has any one else any-
thing to say on this Sabbath-school
work?

8. H, Lane: If the discussion is closed,

I would Iike just a few moments. !
would like to knmow if tLhe brelhren
would ke to have me talk a¢ them, or
to them?  [Congregation: To us] If
you want me to talk to you, slop read-
ing, everybody; sit up straight, and look
at me. I want to lalk for a few moments
about a work that is ihe basis of every
line of work that we have, and that is
getting the truth inlo new fields. I re-
member that cur earlier conferences wore
devoled 1o the consideration of how to
gel the truth before those that never
heard it before. T am fully convineed
that before this work closes, we shall get
back to that very thing; and I believe,
too, with all my heart and soul, that
the time has come in this very year 1809,

‘We used to run the {emts; and breth-
ren, we did run them; that i3, we kept
them on the run. Why, when Brother
Loughberough came to our home, in
1853, how long do you suppose he stayed?
—171 think it was less than two wecks
Was it not, Brother Loughborough?
"J. N Loughborough: A little over a
week—about ten days.

8, B. Land: That is what T thouglt.
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He did not go into all the minutiae of
the truth; but he preached the thing,
clear, siraight, plain and direet; and
those who did accept the truth beeame
frames to the after-building. Indeed, the
Lord said that thal would be the case.
Those who did accept the Lruth (I will
nol say thai they were persecuted) hac
everything to bear. We were looked down
upon, and ridieuled; and we stulied the
truth nol merely to diseuss it, but fo
see if it really was the truth; and when
men and women did thai, they became
g0 well posted that il was almost impos-
stble to turn them from it.

I feel very anmxious that every prosi-
dent—and I am going to talk with you
a moment, my brethren; for I have becn
with you almoest from the fivst—shall
dc everything he can this summer to
labor in new fields, and 1o get bhose
under him to work in new fields. I be-
lieve that every mimister should ge into
new fields; and what is truc of this ¢oun-
try, s trae of cyery other country. Tt
we go into these new flelds, and get the
cause established there on a subsiantial
hasis, shall we not see new delegates 1o
this conference {wo years hence?” We
would see the work earried on in every
branch.

H, fhultz: You know the saying, “As
busy as a bee,” but there is nothing more
luzy than a hee if you feed him. A bee
has the honey right at his door; he wilt
not work a bil, and the samc is true
of the churches, 1f you quil teeding tha
eliurches, thev will get out and go ilo
work for themselves, I am in favor of,
aund in perfect harmony with, the idea
that our workers all over the field, and
tha field is ithe whole world, sheuld strike
ont into new fields as well as the minis-
1ers in the comference,

I am no hand 1o make a speech, but 1
want fo say this in regard to our Sab-
bath-schools: That preacher who goes
out with the third angel’s messags, and
has no interest in the Sabbath-school
work, does not know very mueh aboul
the message. I do not see how he can
get out and vaise up a church and nog
leach the principles of the Sabbath-
fchool. We have been hearing from Sis-
ter Henry in regard to the home train-
ing of children. The child should be
trained from the time he iz born, and 1
rmght say a long lime before Le is born,
and thus be led on step by step. The
Habbath-school is closely allied to, and
comes right in connection with, the home
iraining. What iz & school for, any way?
Is il only to bring our own children un-
der ils influence? Isn’l it to bring other
people’s children, who have no home
training, to Jesus Christ? If there is
anything in the world that should lay
close to our hearts, it i3 ouv own chil-
dren. Wa should irain them at home.
The father and moether should be united
in the lraining of the ehildren, and teacn
them the ways of the Lord. When we go
Lo the Babbath-school, we are to study
the word of God. It has been said, time
and again, that the Sabbath-school was
a stepping-stone, butl it i8 a part of the
church.

When I go to Sabbath-school, I wanld
rather iake a class of little children all
the way from six to twelve, than to taks
these old heads. I esn teach the chil-
dren; but these old heads are as herd
as a stone, and you can not teach them
very much, You ean get up an argu-
ment with them, and that is about all.
But the child takes in everything with
hie eyes, his ears, and his heart. When
1 go to.Babbath-school, give me a class
of little childven. That is my delight;
Lecause then I know they are going to
bslieve what I sey. When I was a child
I would read a text over once or twice,
and I knew it; now I can vead it over

half a dozen times, and not know it. Tf
tle children store their minds wilh Bible
texls, they will not store them with some-
thing else. If they store their minds with
nseful knowledge, they have not much
rooin left to learn evil,

I would like fto see every ome of us
go lo work as we never wenl to work
bejore, and I believe we will after i3
conference is over. The good Lhings e
have had here should ecertainly raise us
a noleh higher than ever before, [hey
should make us more zealons; and if we
do not beeome more zealous, we shall roi-
rograde. I am glad thal the cloud hua
been lifted, and the suntight has come
18

The Chaiy: We will now have a rocess
ol {en minutes.

- o—-

After recess, Elder Frwin in {he char,

The Cheir: What is {he pleasure of
the conference?

Allen Moon: T think the Commiltec on
[Mans has some furlher repord,

8, 1I. Lane: The Chaitman was called
away, and asked me to slate thal the
tecrelary would read the report. [ the
gocrctary I8 present, he will come tor-
ward,

Il. 1. Oshorne, reading report of com-

miltee: That Article 2 of the constitu-
iion be amended to read as follows; “The
cbject of this association shall be (e
promulgation of ihe principles of liberly
—~Chrislian and Constitutional.”
. % That Arldcle 4, Seclion 1, be
anended ag follows: “The officers of
this aszocialion shall be a president, viee
president, secretary, treasurer, and exce-
ulive commillec of nine”

M. ¥, Brown: I would like lo raise
a queslion comeerning the recommenda-
tion there for this amendment to the con-
slitution, if it would not correspond with
the action in the cleetion of officors, be-
rause we have elecled a recerding secre
tary, and a eorresponding sceretary is Lo
be provided for, Tt does not harmonize
with {he proposed change,

Allen Moon: Under the present ar-
rangement of making the organization
more cflective, it cecurs to me that the
origina! plan of having the president,
vice-president and recording  secrelary
nmiembers of the board is the belter plan,
and them the ecorresponding secrelary
need nol neeessarily be a member unless
it is thought besi; and the corresponding
sceretary will have much more {o do, and
also the recording secretary. It oceurs
to me thai the original plan is a belter
che,

D. W. Reavis: Now this matler was
thoroughly discussed lasl spring in owv
eouncil, and it was voted that we
digpense with the office of yeeording sec-
relary, and it was found afterward ihat
we were unconstiluiional, and nz it was
not al the regular meeting of the asso-
ciation, it was decided that we postpone
thal ehange until this {lime. So ihe
change hkas been suggesled herve. 1iv-
ery recording secrvetary that has ever
been appoinled for the association has
copsidered the office simply & make be-
Heve; it has never amounied to amy-
thing; and even when the association
was in ifs fullest prosperity, the office
was nol really necded. It was just
simply 2 memher ic show upon the books,
and one more hame 10 appear on lhe let-
ter-head and stand sz a figurehead. The
secrelary of any associalion ought to be
in all ils meetings whether he is an offi-
eer or nol. It also makes a eonlinual ax-
pense in transporting lhe covvesponding
secrelary from place to place to record
the minutes, Suppose, for instance, the
recording secrefary is in the Rasl, and
the board calls a meeting in Chicago; then
we would have to iranaport the corre-

sponding secrelary clear over 1o Chieago
to record the minuies, whereas the sec-
velavy of the asgociation whe wonld be
there might record the minutes jusl as
well as the vecording secrelary conld.
Tor my part, I am of ithe opinion that
the corresponding scerelary is not necos-
sary in that way, and the office of re-
eording secrctary is simply a  burden
upon the assoctation that is not really
needed.

C. D, Bollman: The queslion has been
raised, and is in {he minds of some, What
is the propriely of using ithe word “con-
stitntional,” when it is in realily am in-
ternational association? Tt would seem
by this that we narrow the work down
to onr own counlry, whereas the name
mgkes it international

L. J. Waggoner: Why not make the
name in harmony with the association?
1t is set for the defense of religious lib-
erty, and why nol call it the Religicus
Liberty Association? IRcligions liberly
is the same the world over.

A, ¥, Ballenger: Tt has senl money
to England, Australia, Canada, etc. In
this scmse it is international.

The Chair: You have heard the read-
ing of the repert. What iz your pleas-
ure?

C. P. Bollman: 1 move the adoption
of {he report, considering the recommen-
dalions separately.

M.IL Brown: T second the motion.

* The Chair: T{ is moved and seconded
that these recommendations be adopled.
The secretary will read them one at a
time,

The reecommendalions were read and
approved.

The Chair: We will ask for the veport
of the Commiitee on Nominationg for the
Religious Liberty Asscciation,

J. N. Loughborough, reading report:
For President, Allen Moon; Viece-Presi-
dent, A. T. Jones; Secrelary, D, W. Rea-
vig; Treagurer, to be appointed by the
General Conference Committee in counsel
with the International Religious Liberty
Association Board, after the location of
headquarters is decided upon, Executive
Board: Allen Moon, A. T. Jones, N. W.
Kauble, A, J. Breed, Will D, Curtis, D,
W. Reavis, W. N. Glenn, Goo. B. Wheeler,
J. 0. Covlize.

The Chair: You have heard the report;
what is your pleasure?

J. W. Watt: T move the adoption of the
veporl as a whola,

F. M. Roberts: I second the motion.

Carried,

Following this business, Brother Bal-
com, a Baptist minister; Brother Nelson,
a First-day Adventisl; and Captain Nor-
man spoke eavnestly of their convictions
of the truth, and of having just kept
their first Babbath. Below is & brief
synopsis of their Testimonies:

Brother Baleom: It is very kind of you
to give me this privilege of speaking,
when you have had such a pressure of
business, and you have almost grown
wearied with it, although I suppose the
strenglh has been equal to the day. The
path of the just is as a shining Jight,
which shineth more and more. That has
been my experience the past week. Two
or three have asked me how my courage
is. Tow can it be anybhing but good,
when God is with it? How can we grow
weak, when the everlasting arms are
encireling us? I have been resting on
those arms for strength and courage, and
I have not known a moment of disap-
pointment. Now T go into this work with
power, friends. Christ #s coming soon,
0O, I would like to tell you what he has
laid upon my heart; but T do not feel
that I ought to tell you this afternoon.
Brethren, this people Is going out from
one place to another, and they will have
vietory, vietory, until the whole world

shall know the message, and the elect
shdll be gathered out of Babylon, and
Christ will come to claim his redcemed.

Congregation sang “What a T'riend We
Have in Jesus.”

Wm, Osirander: We have wilh us here
another minister, a Firsl-day Adventist,
who has just kept one Sabbath., His
name ig Nelson. I would be giad {0 hear
a few words from him.

The Chair: We shall be glad Lo hear
from you. Please come forward, brother.

C. I1, Nelson: Brethren, I am surprised
ithat I am called on io say anything in
regard to this matter; yet I amm very
much pleased {c make you all know that
T am en the side of trulh, Hight, and liber-
ly. Bome years ago in the Methodist
c¢hurch T was wuphelding the doetrine of
immortality as taught by them; but afier
o season T came to see that there were
truth and lighl in the Bible, which never
had been revealed to me; and as it was
my prayer that God might reveal to me
the secrets thal were in his word, and
give nie all {1he light there was, I began
to sce Lhat theve was a deplh to the
truth of God which had mnever been re-
vealed. As T began to see {hat there was
truth in Jesus’ coming, and the kindred
subjects, I began to walk out and speak
upon these subjeels, and you know the
consequence. I was nol needed in that
locality. 1 stood upon the promise of
Jesus Chrisl; and congequently T was
with the Fivst-day Adventists; later, I
began fe gel other truths, and conse-
quently 1 have found it necessary to make
another ehange. Jugt before T made the
change from a Methodist to an Adveniist,
I wag the leader of o praying band in the
western part of Massachusetts, One
day when visiting a eo-worker, T espied a
copy of “Bible Readings.” They told me
to put it away, thal it was a book that
would eormpt me, and eonsequently I put
it down. T borrowed the book, and read
it; and after reading page after page, T
began then to see that Jesug was coming,
and many other truths whieh I have not
time to 1cll you fo-day. Bui O, that
truth came home sweetly to me! T do
delight, te-day in the truth; and as T have
slepped out on the promises of God, [
intend te declave the truth to the uttor-
most.

F. H. Westphal; Heve is Captain Hen-
vy Norman, who has kindly consented to
fay a word.

Chairman: Captain Norman, come for-
ward, s0 we can hear you.

Captain Henry Norman: Friends, here
Is the baby of the family., Of course you
all know that I am nol a minister of the
gospel, bul I thank the Lord thal I found
this people. [Voices: Amen.] Quite o
number of years T have been loeking for
some otie who believed abont as T did,
and T have tried to base my faith on the
Bible, I am glad that the Lord in his
merey brought me up to this place. I
slarted fo go Bast, and the Lord has led
we West, About two months ago, I left
Bingapore, bound for Glasgow, to have
my ship repaired. When T got {here and
got the ship ready to go to sea, some one
said 1o me,~not man, bul the Lord—
“You go home” T finally decided to go
home. On wmy way to this cowntry, the
Tord sent Brother Westphal, and he told
me of a people ealled Seventh-day Advent-
ists, T know something about yom. T
saw five of your people, I Lhink it was,
about eighteen years ago, down in Texas,
picking eotfon on Bunday. I am glad
that I have found you, and I am here lo
slay. [Volees: Amen] Tast Saturday
was my first Sabbath; and with the
Liord’s help, T intend 1o sorve God faith-
tally. I have given myself and all that T
Lave to the Lord, I simply want to say
that f want you to pray for me, My life
is in the hands of God. Some one has
said, “You can make money.” Well, I

T
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warl to, tell you this, brethren: I never
expecl to make another dollar in the
world. I dow't wani to. But I do wanl
to serve the l.ord, so I am glad I am here.
And 1 wani to say to {he brethrven, that
I have never secen a class of men like
you before. Before coming among you,
if 1 had been among a class of men that
had said such sharp ihings about one
another as you did, L would have {aken
offl my coat and wanted lo fight. But 1
iook it for granfed that you had some-
thing that T did not have; and T am
glad that I have it now [Voices: Amen.]
1 am glad to be here now. DPray for me,
and T will pray for you.

Mrs, 8. M. I. Henwy: I want 1o thank
you for the mamner in which you hLave

- regponded to the work which the Lovd

has given me lo do. I came up to ihis
conference, scarcely knowing how I would
be received in 1his work, beeanse 1 had
not heard from very many of the minis-
ters about il, and I did not kmow just
how you would feel about it. 1 want you
to krow that T feel perfectly comvinced
and salisfied that T have your sympathy
and support. You nave taken hold of the
burden which the Lord has laid wpon me,
so thai it has grown light as T have gone
on from day to day in this conference,
and have brought the maiier before yom.

Now I have one other thing Lo say,
which has been resting upon me very
heavily for a day or two, and that is con-
cerning a danger which I recognize among
this people—a danger of spivitual paraly-
sis; a resling upon the fact that the Yovd
sends special messages lo meel special
needs, through his servant to this people:
and in knownag this fact, and resting
upon it, each man for himsen, which is
the yprivilege of ihis people. When a
question comes up which ovghtl to be sel-
tled quickly, under the influence of the
Spirit of God, upon principle, instead of
practising the self-denial. instead of
bringing yourself up to the point of con-
geeralion and thal earnest self-surrender
to God which would bring you to the
place into which you could yourself see.
in the light of the 8pirit, st what to do
with 1hat ease, you Lhink, “Well, we wilt
get help through Sister White;” and then
you just leave il. You lay ithe bur-
den off on her, instead of carrying il your-
self.

I do nol think this is fair. T want to
make an appeal to my hrethren right
here. T want lo exhoyt you earnestly to
bring yourselves mp (o the poinl from
which you ean settle every personal ques-
tion yourself; and when every personal
question is settled, you will come {ogether
in conference, and he able to sellle con-
ference questions. I know that {his is
the privilege of every one of us, God is
1o respeeter of persons, and he is perfectly
willing to give that measure of the Holy
Spivit lo every one of his servants that
will enable them to see clearly, so thatl
we shall nol be obliged 1o wait, as [ aaid
the other eveming, six wecks to get an
apswver from the T.ord.

T want to tell you thal my heart has
preatly rejoiced in the work as T have
seen it go forward in this conference; and
I feel strenglhemed. 1 am glad that T
am a member of this body, and T thank
vou more than ! can express for the
brothexly kindness and patience which
vou have manifested toward me. I have
come to understand my brethren betier;
and my heart is with you in every good
work, as far as lhe Lord will give me
slrength to do il.

The mecting hera adjonrned.

O

“Though the earl creaks, il will get
Lome wilh ifts load, and the old horse,
broken-kneed as he is, will do a sighl of
work yet.”

REPORT TFROM SEVENTH-DAY AD-
VENTIST PUBLISHING ASS0-
CIATTON.

The work of the association during the
last year has moved along aboui as usual,
nothing of a striking mature having ce-
curred.  Still, we feel sure you will be
pleased to listen to a brief oulline of ithe
year's work; for we kmow you are all
decply interested in the progress of this,
your own institution, and in the prinei-
ples for which it was cstablished.

As we look back ovor the year, we can
nol, but gratefully acknowledge ihe lead-
ing hand of God all the way. We can
cilc many instances where special help
has heen given just when needed, for
which we are very thankful.

MANUFACTURING DEPARTMENT.

We are pleased to report a material in-
crease in the output of our manufactur-
ing depariment. During the greater
portion of the year we have had abun-
dance of work; and for quite a long time
in the autumn we were obliged to put
on a nighi shift, by which we kept our
machinery running day and night. Tven
then, however, we were unable to handle
all the work whicli came to us from vari-
ous quarters, kaving to reluse a quantity
of it. We regret {o say, however, in this
conpection, 1htal this marked increase in
the volume of our work was not due to
a corresponding inerease in cur dencmi-
national work., Oun the contrary, our own
work has fallen off somewhat.

The work of improving our facilities
has continuzed duving the year.
subslituted new and improved machinery
for that which had been so long in service
as to render it unprofitable for further
use, and have made such other changes
as would simplify and facilitate the work,
nntil at the present time owr manufac-
turing department ig in first-class condi-
tion, We can now produce books faster
and cheaper than ever before,

We long to sce the day when the de-
mand for our demominational literature
will keep every facility we employ run-
ning to its fullest capacity day and night.

BOOK SALRS.

Our annual report shows our book sales
for 1808 to have been only $79,441.86, as
compared with $88,888.04 for the year
1897, a falling off of something over nine
thousand dollars. Vigorous measures
should be at once adapled to bring about
a radical change. The board of trustees,
when considering this phase of our worl,
wnanimonsly voted that the following be
presented to the General Conference:—

“We beg leave to request that yom will
take under advizement the whole ques
tion of the canvassing work, for the
dissernination of our denominational liter-
alure.

“Acting in the capacity of a hoard of
managers of the Central Publishing Asso-
ciation, we have trled to awaken an in-
terest in this line of worlg; but so far
onr efforts have heen guite unsuccessful.
We had hoped to he able to gev a num-
ber of persons to engage in the canvass-
ing work, by offering to assist them to
obtain the necessary ftraining for it at
Batlle Creckk College; but up to the
present time only ten persons have ac-
cepted the offer made through the col-
umng of the Review, and our general
agents in the State of Michigan, of which
we now have exclusive ecomntrol, report
that it is difficult to awaken enthusiasm
in the work of selling our publications.

“In view of the apathy that exists at
present with respect to this important
branch of the work,—which has been so
signally blessed in the past,—and which
has been such a potent factor in the
spread of the truth, we trust that the
Tord will direct you to devise ways and

We have

means to revive and regenerate this line
of work, as we have convineed ourselves
that {1he publishing houses can not dao se
without ihe co-operalion of the General
Conference ang the entire working foree
of the denpmination.”

Qur general agent has submitted a re-
port, herewith appended, by which you
will see what could be done if the peaople
generally would enter into this important
work fn ihe ordinary pursuits of life.
We feel deeply upon this subject; for, in
our opinien, the canvassing work s, to
say the least, one of the most potent and
inexpensive means of extending the light
of the third angel’s message throughout
the carth. When this branch of the cause
is prosperous, our whole work is uplifted,
and owr publishing houses and iraet so-
cieties show marked evidences of pros-
perity.

REVIEW AND HERALD.

We regret to gsay that notwithstanding
the reduction in the price of the Review
from two dollays to one dollar and fifty
cents, there has been no material increase
m ifs circulation during the last year.
We can see no good reason for this; for
with an increase of membership, there
should be seen a proporiionate inerease in
the eirculation of Lhis paper. The receipts
for the Rettew have been two thousand
dollars less than lasi year, thus material-
iy lesseming our profit, as shown in the
finanecial veport, Al profit or loss on our
papers is figured without regard {c man-
nfgeturer’s profit.

YOUTH’S INSERUCTOR.

Although there has been a steady in-
crease 1n the cireulation of the Instructor,
the managevs aye not at all satisfied.
Hopes were entertained by them that a
large subseriplion list might ve worked
up, so that the paper would at least be
self-supporting. Inm,ihis they are greaily
disappointed. As the loss this year is
very heavy, about $4,854, active measuves
should be taken by you to in some way
stop Llis leak.

We believe the Insérucior has aceom-
plished greai good, and that there is still
an urgent demand throughout the denomi-
nation for a {thorough-going, live, up-to-
dale Adventist Youth's Instructor. We
mean one that will not only teach the
principles of high morality, but the special
truths of God’s word, and that in a clear,
simple, and inleresting manner; and
since we set greal store on our young
peaple, as futwee workers, should not this
spiril characterize the Insiructor through-
anl, to give the missionary mold, and snch
instruetion as will encourage and foster
the veal spirit of labor in our echildren
and youth?

Our board, while considering this ques-
tion of how to handle our papers to the
besl, possible advanlage, adopled the fol-
lowing, to whick we wonld call your most
earnest attention:—

“Whereas, There has been a loss of
$4,354.47 dwring the lasi year on the pub-
lication of the Youtl’s Inéructor, nolwith-
standing ihe extra effort put forth 1o in-
crease the subseription list, and deerease
the expense, by obtaining advertisements,
ele.; and,—

“Whereas, The Christien Educotor has
also susiained a loss of $830.29 in 1808,
making the total loss for one year on
ihese two papers, $5,684.76; and,—

“TWhercas, In our opinion, the ecause
would be as well served if the number of
papers published at present were reduced;
therefore,—

“Resolved, That we respectfully request
the Genoral Conference to consider the
feasibilily of merging the Christion FHdu-
cator into the Youth’s Instructor.”

The loss on the Ohristion Bducator docs
not include the salary of the editor, which
was paid by the General Conference.

FOREIGN PAPERS.

Ag there has been o slight falling off
in the subscription lst of our German and
Seandinavian papers, we feel that some-
thing should be done to increase their
circulation, by ecreating a larger demand
for them. .As an association, we are un-
able to do this without the hearty co-op-
eration of the (General Conference, and
all the laborers throughout the field, e-
pecially theose laboring ameng these na-
tionalities.

BOOK BUSINESS IN MICHIGAN,

At ihe lale Michigan camnp-meeting,
action was taken by the conference, ask-
ing the Review and Herald office to as.
sume control of ils subgeription-book
business. After careful consideration, the
board decided 1o do this, with the under-
standing thai the Michigan Conference
would in no way slacken its missionary
efforts, but rather increase them; and,
further, that the WMichigan Conference
would do all in its power to encourage
the canvassing work by & hearty support.
By this action we assumed direet eontrel
of the subseription bool busimess in
Michigan and Ountario.

In order to allow the Michigan Tract
Society to move from Baitle Creek, we
purchased its interest in the General Con.
ference building for the sum of $2,750.
We trust this move will prove a mutual
benefit. Tt furnishes us room in which
to operate our retoil department, and hos
enabled the Michigan Tract Sociely to
establish a good retail store on the princi-
pal street of our State capital.

ATLANTA BRANOH.

This branch has for years been doing
good work, though more from a mission-
ary basis than from a financial point of
view. Brother T. A. Ford was called to
take the management of this office sinece
last June. Under his management an
aggressive work has been carried forwaxd,
the balance-sheet for the last year show-
ing a gain of about $960.

We have offered for sale our Atlanta
property, comsisting of a good house,
barn, and a large lot, nicely located, on
one of the finest streets of the eity. Owr
abject in selling is lo clear the way for
our moving the office inte a central busi-
ness location, where a retajl business can
be eondueted to good advaniage.

SOUTIIERN TRACT S80CIETY,

The Internalional Tract and Missionary
Bociety has for several years been operat-
ing in Disiriet 2, under the name of the
Southern Tract Society. While they had
a large and very needy field, their means
for sumecessfully operating it has been so
limited that they found themselves unable
to accomplish even a small porlion of
that whick they saw should be done. The
expense of maintaining this society was
quite large for the amount of worl done;
and as it was constantly running deeper
into debt, it was finally decided, by those
in charge, to ask the Review and Herald
to take this work off their hands, which
we did last June, with the understanding
that we assume the financial responsibili-
ty in connection with a committee made
up of General Conference and Review of-
fice taborevs to direct the work. Thus
you will see that we have added another
line of missionary work, which will con-
stantly require a large amount of means
to carry it forward. We irust you will
approve of thiz step, and give it your
hearty support.

TORONTO BRANCI.

On account of our controlling the hool
business in the provinee of Owntario, and
for other reasons, it was thought hest for
us ilo purchase back this branch from
the General Conference Uommitiee, which
we did last November, at a cost of
$4,604.18, The office of this branch has
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been removed from a suburban residence
to a good store, centrally located om
Toronto’s best business street. Drother
J, H. Watson is managing ihis branch,
and he writes very cncouvagingly of the
interest awakened by the store, and
judges from the results of the thus far
ghort experiment that it will prove a
permanenl guceess.

FINANCIAY, STANDING.

The Treasurer’s Report should be care-
fully studied, so as 1o become as familiar
as possible with the financial working of
the association. By this reporl, it will
be seen that notwithslanding the fact that
the manufacturing and sales departments
show lavge profit during the year, our net
gain ig quile small. Of course our yearly
gain would be very materially increased
by cwrtailing our missionary operations,
donations, ete., and by engaging only in
guch Hnes of work as would yield good
profils, When viewed from a purely busi-
ness standpoint, our gdin is aléogeiher too
smali, The direclors have at times peri-
ously questioned whether or nol we were
carrying thig liberal policy a Iittle too far
to sceure the greatest possible good. It
would ba well for you to insiruet the in-
coming board upon this imporiont ques-
tion,

In closing, we desire lo cxpress our
gratitude to God for his manifold bless-
ings, for the gpirit of goeod-will and
union existing between the managers, and
all in the entire institution; and while
we have thus far said nothing about the
spiritual interests of the office, we are
gratified to veport a marked improvement
along this all-important line,

W. C. Smsimy, Manager.

REPORT OF GENERAL CANVASSING
AGENT.

ManacER REvVIEW AND HERALD,
Orry:

‘We hand you herewith & report of the
canvagsing work as a whole, gathered
from the monilhly reporis in 1898, fur-
nished by the iracl socielies:—

Average number of canvassers during
the year, 331

Average number of hours per month,
21,047,

Average sales per month, $13,770.01.

Haech canvasser worked three hours =a
day, or 371 per cent. of the {ime he
should have worked, counting eight hours
1o each working day.

Total amouni of sales during year,
$165,240.20.

Average sales a day for each canvasser,
$2.08,

Average time a day for each canvasser,
three hours.

Had the 331 canvassers worked 8 hours
each day, 5 days a week, 50 weeks a
year, the total of their sales would have
been $438,508.80.

We would submit the following report
for Digtricts 2, 3, and 4:—

Out of the 20 States in these districts,
only 72 per cent. reported during ihe
year,

Average number of eanvassers during
the year, 150,

- Average number of hours per month,
8,356,

Average sales per month, $4,788.89,

Hach canvasser worked 23-5 hours a
day, or 3214 per cent. of the time he
ghould have worled counting 8 hours 1o
a working day.

Tolal amount of sales during year,
$67,408.73.

Average sales a day for eaeh canvasser,
$1.50.

Average time a day for each canvasser,
2 8-5 hours.

Had the 159 canvassers in these dis-
tricts worked 8 hours cach day, 5 days a

week, 50 weeks a year, the tolal amount
of sales would have been $164,009.60.

The following report shows the average
amouni of books that have been sold by
our canvassers for the last six months
of the year 1895. We also give report
for the corresponding months of 1897.

The gales of cach canvasser averaged
for every hour’s work in—-

1807. 1808,
July, 3.612 $.543
August, 858 651
Septomber, s 1.046
Qctaober, 63 78
November, 807 781
December, 736 1.008

Average per hour, for each hour that
the eanvassers worked in 1897, $.725;
1898, $.80.

Aceording to the report for 1898, had
each canvasser worked faithfully 8 hours
each day, he would have sold $6.40 worth
of books a day. One thousand canvassers
wauld sell $6,400 waorth of boows a day;
amd counting 5 working days to the week,
{hey would be able to sell $32,000 worth
of books each week. Connling 50 weeks
in the year, the aggrepate sales would
amount to $1,600,000.

Quy figures, of course, are based on the
vegular retail prices,

This certainly is mot an exaggerated
estimate, as one thousand canvassers rep-
resent buf two per cent. of the total mem-
bership of ihe Seventih-day Advenlist de-
nomination. Were it possible to induce
three per cent. of our people to engage in
this important Lranch of missionsary work
{considering the tolal mumber 50,000},
working faithfully 8 hours each day, &
days a week, 50 weeks a year, ¥ would
furnish a sufficient amount of employment
{0 keep our publishing houses constantly
at work manufagiuring denominational
literature.

We are econfident that it is possible for
plans to be devised and seil in operation,
by which this number of workers can be
secured, and we trnst that this important
matier wiil have the due eonsideration of
this body.

CANVASRING WORK IN BATTLE UREEK
COLLEGE,

In view of the fact that for years much
insiruetion has beem coming to us from
time to time, through the Spirit of
prophecy, on the importance of educating
and training young people and older par~
sons, to engage in the different Lranehes
of missionary work, the Battle Creek
College has organized, and added te its
courses of study, a department, known as
the Canvassing Department, for the pur-
pose of instructing persons who have a
desire to engage in this pariienlar branch
of missionary work, that {hey may be
the hetier prepared to go out and suecceed
in their efforts to advance the cause of
preseni truth, by seattering the printed
pages as the leaves of autumn.

We are lold that young men who desive
to enter the fleld as ministers, corporteurs,
or eanvassers, should firsl recefve a suita-
ble degree of mental training, as well ag
a special prepazation for their calling, It
ig designed that the canvassing course
shall give this needed preparatiion.

During the school year of 1897.98, there
were enrclled in this department 102
students, and during the present school
year of 18938-99 up to the present time,
85 eanvassing studenis have been envolled,
In addition {o {he mumber of studenis
now in the college proper, at the urgent
request of the superintendent of the
church school, an interesting canvassing
clags has also been started in this school.
The interest in this particular branch of
missionary work is constantly increasing,
and at the present time we are informed
that there is an urgent ecall from ihe
prineipal of the Michigan Conference

8chool, localed al Cedar Lake, for a simi-
lar line of study to be carried on there
We are also in receipt of coinmunieations
from various parts of ihe fleld expressing
a like desire,

The classes i the canvassing depart-
ment are conducled just the same a8 in
any other department of the college, meet-
ing regnlaly five times each week, Sinee
the studentis in this department are pre-
paring to sell religious publications, treat-
ing on doctrinal points, the Bible forms
the basis of our studies. Many times in
pregenting io the people the doclrinal
poinis contained in our publieations, it
becomes necessary for the agent to fur-
nish Biblical proofs for the positions
taken in the bhook. Respectiully,

E. . Bocas,

WOMAN'S WORK.

The Gospel to Go to Every Creature—A
"Woman Ministty—The Heme Atmas-
phere—Every Child a Publisher—God's
Object in the Home,

Addresg by Mrs. 8. M. I. Henry, Eight
o’clock, Sabbath Moreing, March 4.

Brethren of the General Conference, I
should be dumb before 1w grentiness of
my theme, and of the worly which God
has glven me, bol for the faet that he is
in it all. T have before me a lagk that
would be impossibls #f God sheuld not so
iranslate to yon whatever he has to say
through ma that we shall understand each
other; bnt it is very necessary that we
should understand each other, because of
the Interests that are af stake,

This morning I feel Ied to speak con-
cerning the necessity which is upon ns as
& pecple; the necessity which has been
upon the ehnreh in every age, and which
God laid upon me more than twenly-five
years ago, bul which I have never yel
been able to do just as I {felt it should be
done. T believe that T have been led up
toward this wmorning’s opportunily all
these years. God Das at last given me an
opportunity—and O, how T pralse him for
it! he has given me an opportunity among
a people who ean undcrstand the work
which came upon me as an intolerabls
burden more than twenty-five years ago,
and under which I struggled, and wept,
and comsecraled myself, starting out to
do things that were impossible, but which
must be made possible, which nwmst be
made practieal,

There 1s an imperative command to the
church: but what is the ehurchi—A body
composed of individuals, Therefore this
eommand is spoken to everyindividual, Go
yeinte all ihe world, and preaeh the gospel
to every creature. And where is ihat

Hevery ereature”? Where is that every

ereature 1o be found? [Voices: Im all the
world.] ¥es, in all the world, but some-
where clse. All the world is & very big
place.  [Volee: Right near us.] How
near —Right in your lome, FEverylhing
that comes into the world that conecerns
human life anywhere must come in
through the liome. To this there is no
exception. REverything, gond or bad,
whieh helps or hinders criginates in the
home; every nced of every human soul
originates in the home, and ihe salvalion
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as it was mani-
fesled in the earth, originated in lhat
humble home in Nazareth, snd in the
progress of the work of the gospe! in the
world it long ago became manifest that
this “every creature” was not being
reached; therewas someilhingwrong some-
where: a world perishing in ignorance,
under the dispensation of a porfeel gos-
pel, and no one able lo discover where
the lack was. It was about thirty years
ago thai the burden first became so inloler-
able f11 mission fields thatl il could not be
erdured. There was & power somewhere

in cvery heathen land which prevented
the progress of the gospel. A man might
acknowledge thetrulh of the new religion;
but he was strangely hindered in living
it; and it was discovered that this hin-
drance was to be found in the harem and
zenang, The motler and the wife might
be a slave; bul she had the power to
make it very hard for {ihe men in her
family to be Christians. BShe had a power
thai was able to prevent the progress of
the gospel, and make the work of the
missionary very discouraging indeed.

T do not need o go into the story of
the cfforits and plans which finally re-
sulled in lhe organizalion of work for
women by women. It was recognized
that the gospel could not be carried to
cvery creature without a woman minis-
try, il was impossible for men to reaeh
the women in zenana or harem. There
wnas o sharp and very bitler conflict in
the churches over the movement to organ-
ize women’s missionary societies, It was
ferrod {thal these societles would draw
hunds and inlerest from the parent board;
bnt {he need was soimperative thatthe con-
fliet, alhough sharp, was deeisive, in
faveor of woman's work; and to-day there
is no olher denomination that would
think of doing without its organized wom-
an’s missionary work,

Twenty-five years ago, we discovered
that there wore people in our own land
who could not bhe reached without a
woman ministry,—men who were in the
saloons and wonen known as profligates,
Tt was the effort lo reach those people
who could not be veached by any other
lines of effort, thal produced the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union, 1hat organ-
ization was called inlo existence by the
Bpirit of God, to do a certain, specifle
work, which, if the organization had done
it, wonld have carvied the gospel io the
ends of the carth,

There 1s & prophecy vecorded in Ps, 68:
13, which reads: “The Tord gave the
word: greal was the company of those
thal published il.” In the Revised Ver-
sion it reads: “The Lord gave the word,
and the women who published it becams
a great host.” In ihe Jewish Bible it
reads: “The Lord gave Lhe happy tidings;
and it was published by the female mes-
sengers, a numerous company.” I believe
that prophecy referred especially to
woman’s work in the ehurch, That
work  still remains to Dbe done; it
must be done by the women who know
the truth, who have bhesn trained
in obedience 1o i, who can be trusted Lo
stand against the wiles of SBatan,—God
has made a call for & eompany of women
who can he {rusied wilh the very heart
of the third angel's message—a company
which can he frusted Lo stand against the
perils and the temptalions of these last
daysz, and iake this gospel to those who
can hol be reached except by a woman
minisiry. ‘

As I gaid in ihe beginning, everything
that is good or bad must originate in ihe
home. For some reason the gospel has
never gone as it ought to have gone. Qur
ministers have made eonfessions of weak-
ness.  Qur bretkren have seemed to Dbe
crippled. There has seemed to be some-
thing not discernible upon the surface,
which hes hindered the progress of the
gospel; and I want {0 tcll you, brethren,
no matter how much you maylock abroad
for these things, how much these hin-
ararees may seem to come from the world,
I want 1o tell you Lhat if everything was
all right in the homes which are repre-
sented by {his peopls, the gates of hell
cowld not prevail againet you, The hin-
dranees arc in the home; and coasidering
the necessilies which are urping us for-
ward, it is of the first importance that we
shall put forth cfforls which will be ade-
quate to meeting this need—that some-
thing shall be done by which these hin-

.
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drances, these defects which are in the
homes, shali begot outofiheway; so that
the minisiry, our brellwren who are goiug
abroad in the work, shall go oul fesling
strong, couragecus, refreshed; so that
every man, as he steps over his thresh-
old, and goes out to stand before the peo-
ple with the gospel message, shall know
that everything is all vight in the homes
of his people, in his own home, among
his own ¢hildren, in the atmosphere which
he hag left behind him, and which e ear-
ries with him. If there i3 something in
the home swhich is conlinually chafing and
fretting, if the children ave nol growing
up as they ought lo, if ihe affairs of the
home are not pervaded by the Spirit of
God, if its atmosphere is not sweet with
fragrance of heaven,—how can a man go
out, and be gtrong to proclaim the gospel
of Jesus? If, when he ariges in the pul-
pit before his people to preach to thewn,
ihére is something hehind hkim, in his own
home, which is chafing, fretling, making
his heart heavy, and eausing his brain to
work all lhe tihme avound a domeslic
irouble, how can he take up Lhe sacred
message, and make it clear to ithe people?

In the short lime sinee this work began,
I have had a marvelous revclation,
through the lellers which pour irn mpoun
me. I have been given 1o sec into the
homes of {his people. There has been
opened up before me the sore places in
the heart of our Zion; and so I have come
burdened. I have sat here all through
this conference, burdened for ihe homes
that are kack of us,—fov the people who
are not here, whom you represeni, whom
we all represeni, hoping that this gospel
might in some way do its full and com-
plete work im the very eenter of this
chureh. The home is the heart of ihe
chureh; and the mother im ihe home ia
its center of lfe. What the mother id,
80 is the home; and what the home i, so
is the hushand and faiher, cither in Lis
strength ov in his weakness. It can mnof
be otherwise, Ife may be a man of sin-
sere and honest purposes, and with a
tender hearl, He may desire to do right;
lut if he realizes that there is something
that he ean not eontrol, or can not under-
stand, in the home life; if it is noi all
going smoothly as it should go, if Jesus
does nol live there, represented in the
life of {he mother and the wife in his
home, he is evippled and weal in spite of
all that he ean do or be. God has opened
up lo me the necessity that there should
ke a work done in the homes of this and
every other people; and i should go from
the women of our people. Our women
must be able to live this message of &
domestic gospel, and it must be carried
from our homes into other churches, and
out inte the homes of the world. There
i8 many a man fo-day in business life,
professing to be an unheliever, whose
heart is turned from every tender thing,
that would lead him to anything like a
eonfession of his need, simply beeause he
feels it to be hopeless. And all beeausc e
has seen how diffcrent is the life of the
men and women who profess to be Chris-
tians ag they live before the world, in
the home, and he has lost farth in ils
power. Ii fails in the home, and he says,
The place where I would like 1o have
Christ manifested is in my Lome; failure
there is failure cverywhere. Many a man
has said to me, If 1 could only see Chris-
tianily manifested in the home fife, se
that the home of the ministey, the home
of the man and weman who profess to be
Christians, should be In harmony with
their profession, I would be glad to seek
it and to aecept it. Before the gospel ean
Le taken to every ereature, there must be
the equipment of the power in those whe
stand in, apd go forlth from the center
of this work, It will nel be very long
(the time iz even now heve} befove those
whe vepresent this work will be set in

.
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thai strong light before the world where
Lheir every act will tell for or against the
truth, Lvery home must be able to stand
the ftest when il is eriticized; when the
world shall {urn its felescope upon it, and
analyze it. Ii must {ind the mother a
troe vepresentative of Jesus Christ; the
home alinosphere permeated with the very
oo of Beaven; and the imfluences scat-
terca abroad by the childven, aud =it who
pass in and out over the threshold, such
@8 shall tell for Christ,

Sovenib-day Adventists arve a highly
favored people; and at first T believed
them a perfect people. With longing
eye I locked upon those who had been
brought up in ihese great principles. 1
envied them beeause of {he high point of
privilege which they occupied. I thought
every one mudl be frue because it cost so
much to become a Seventh-day Adveniist.
It must lake all of self ont of any man,
T could sec nothing to lead one to come
in among this people, except an uncon-
ditional suyrender to truth, a fidelity io
tvuth which would lead 1o a renunciaiion
of everylhing fleshly, everything not of
Chrisl, Brethren, I believe that ihis view
of whal Beventh-day Adventists must be
iz fust whai CGod iatends they shall be.
I don’l think I imputed ore thing in the
line of perfection to this people whieh God
does noi intend they shali reach. Since I
have cone 1o be one with yon, sinee I
have aceepled these reproofs as personal,
sinee my life and my heart have been
knit together with you in these bonds of
Christian fellpwship and Iabor, 1 have
come lo feel (hat we are all called lo-
gether, that we are driven by every pos-
sible eonsideration, up 1o those heighls of
allainment which inean perfectness in
Christ, perfeetness in everything which
belongs to Lhe outgrowth and developiment
of character. The world has a right lo
call upon us for perfeciness. The time is
soon at hand when il will not excuse im-
perfections in us; and in order {hai wo
may be able to mect the expectations of
God and a lost world, there must be a
great work done in these homes,

Fvery ehild is a publisher. A family
of childven is a publishing associa-
tion. Ii publishes thal whkich is sup-
posed te be seeret in the life of the fa-
ther and moiher. That which has been
utiered in {the secret heart of the parents;
that whieh is supposed to be hidden in
the .four walls of ihe home, is taken
abroad, and published upon the slreet
corners, by that whieh the children them-
selves arve.

By nothing have I been kept so busy
since I came among this people, as by the
inquiries of fathers and mothers as to
how they should be abie {o correct the
living of their children. “What can I do
with my hoy?” writes a father to me;
and then he will go on to say that his
boy is fifteeen or sixteen years old, and
has already hegun to slip away; he is
out on the street, has begun io form as-
sociations with siveet-boys, to smoke cig-
aretles, to use bad language; he has he-
come unmanageable. What shall be done
with him?

“Why is it that my child will not cbey
me?” ig the ery thal comes continually
from fathers and mothers. 1 can net, of
course, go into the discussion of the why
of ail this in detail; but [ will just indi-
eate that which is at the rooi of the
whole matler, If it does not apply to you
personally, i applies to somebody whom
you ought to reach with the truth: The
alidld in the home deals by the father and
the mother, and the prineiples which they
represent, precisely as you—the father and
{he mother—deal Ly your Heavenly Fa-
iher, aund the principles which he repre-
sents,

There is no deviation from that rule
The manner in which you deal by your

Teavenly Father, and the prineiples which
he represents, and which he has given,
which he has taughl in his word, which
he has taught in buman relations, deter-
mines the manner in which your child
will deal by you and those same prinei-
ples as you profess to represent them.
I know that this is a hard thing to say;
but it is an awfully havd thing to be.
A continual ery is going up, “How can
Wwe save our young peuple?”

Yesterday I opened a letter in which
onc sister wrote for another. A mother
and father, whose hearts were breaking,
were too heartsick and sore themselves to
write to me; and so this friend wrote for
them, lelling me about their boy., He had
been a good, kind, gentle boy in the home;
but she says a change is coming over
him; he says that he “has got to begin
to do for himself pretty soom, and that
he doés mot see how he ecan do for
himself, and keep the Sabbath.” Then
his sister cries, “0, T am so diseouraged!
I am so disheartened. How ean we pre-
serve our young people against the day
of our Lord’s coming?”

That is the ery, The obligation is upon
this people to preserve their children unto
the Lovd’s eoming. How shall we angwer
for our children? If the Liord comes and
finds ihat owur children are net with wus,
how shall we answer when our names
are called in the Judgment? How will
our cage stand if we can not say, “Here
am I, and the children whom thou hast
given me”{

I veplied: Tell those parents that their
boy ought never to have been loft to
think for one moment of such a thing as
“striking out for himself.” What does
it mean,—“strike out for himself” —It
means a repudiation of the whole obliga-
gation of the individual to Christ. Every
effort that is made by a Chriglian man
to earn a living is o repudiation of Christ;
every thought of eaming a living is a
repudiations of Christ; and wheve that
thonght is in the heart of the father and
the mother, it is a thistle-sced, out of
whieh will grow a whole harvest of
ihistles,

“To earn a living”! I presume if 1
should go out amomg the people in this
congregation, I would find scoves who are
hurdeued this Sabbath morning as to just
how they are going to get alomg next
week in the effort to earn & living. I
wané to tell you that there is mothing in
the world so hard for a Christian man
ag to earn a living; because God is not
in it. He will not help him at all. He
must fight God every step of the way if
he undertakes to earn & living. He is
here in this world for another purpose,
and that purpose was indicaled in the
purpose for which Christ camme into the
world, What did Christ come for?—To
seelt and to save that which was lost.
1 you read in the first epistle of John,
fourth chapter, seventeenth verse, you
wiil find this: “As he is, sc are we in this
world.”  Ho we are here for no other pur-
Jose than to fry to bring back te God
that which Satan stole away from him.
Faclh ome is to help every other to get
back to God; to bring the home back to
the plane upon which it was starled; to
bring the business of the world up to
the level of the gospel; o be true repre-
sentatives of Jesus in every walk of life.
We are here for that ome purpose, and
for no other; and God inlends that we
shall use everything which ¢omes into
our lives—shall handle the affairs of this
world, the material things about us—
stmply a8 opportunities for manifesting
Christ, for witnessing for him by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

He has set nus in families for that pur-
pose. IIe has placed men and women to-

gether, in the relationship of husband and
wife and parents and children, that there
might be that intimate and close relation
which wouid make it possible for the
unity of the Spiril iu ihe bond of peace
Lo be illustrated, so as to beeome a hving
reality to ihe glory of God, He has placed
tfathers, motilers, and children in that in-
timate and close velation, that the chil-
drex might be shaped, developed, edu-
cated, buill np, and made able to go ou
inlo the world, and take it just as Satan
changed i, at its very worst; and in-
stead of being overcome by it, Lo over-
come if, subdue it, and bring baek, each
man, for the use of God, at least one lit-
tle section of the world (the home), ve-
deemed from the curse.

He iulended especially that the children
in Seventh-day Adventist homes should
go out clothed with more power than any
other chitdren iu all the world eould ever
have. If the ¢hildren in Seventh-day Ad-
ventist homes are not stronger to resist
evil, if they are nol stronger 1o resist
impwity and temptalion, than any other
childyen, il is because there iz something
wrong in the home.

The home was God’s firsl institution.
Ile created it, like a machine, for 3 cer-
tain specific and definite work. He gave
it its work; and for ithat work he set
apart a certain proportion of power.
Every good smachinist, in making pro-
vision to apply power, will take into eon-
sidevation three things: the work to be
done, the aingunt and kind of work that
the maehine is to do, and the appHeation
of power accoxding to that work. Then
he fakes into consideraiion {hc necessary
frietiom that must be in the machine and
in the performance of {he work; and he
makes provision for the application of
power enough, over and above what is
vequired for the wok, to overcome this
necessary friction.,  Then he takes info
consideration that which must be lett in
reserve, to meet sudden emergencies,

Now God was just that kind of ma-
chinist. The work to be done by the
home wag the productiom of men and
women who should be able to go out into
the world, and take it, as I said before,
just as they found it; and instead of be-
ing oveycome by it, subdue and overcome
it. God never intended that any boy or
girl should go out of g Christian home,
and go to ruin. Never! He made pro-
vision to apply suflicient power for the
home 10 do its appointed work. Then he
took inlo aecount the necessary frietiom;
he weighed an evil heredity clear back to
Adam; he teok il up, and weighed and
meagured it. Ie lmew just what part it
was going to play in the 1ift of that child;
he took up the cvil influences that might
be in the enviromment; he iook up the
temperament of the father and the moth-
er; and he took up the saloon down on
the corner, and the house of sin, and all
the evil things that Salan could possibly
briug to bear. I do not believe that Ged
was ever taken by surprise Ly one thing
ihat Satan ever did. He kunew every
thing that the saloon meani te your boy,
and what all the evil influences of the
world meant to every boy and givl in any
Chrislian home. e knew all about it;
and in the face of all these things, he
dared to say one thing to parents that
is full of hope and inspiration and
courage. In the second chapter of Acts
we read concerning that wonderful man-
ifestation of the Holy Spirit that is 1o
eome upon the churgh,—the outpouring of
the fulness of the Holy Bpirit: “Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baplized every one of you in ithe narhe
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost. Tor the promise is unto you, and
to your children, and lo all that are afar
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off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall enll”

The promise of the Holy Ghost iz to
you and to your children, This states
plainly thai there shall be suflicient power
to run this machinery of the home,so that
the ebildren that go out of it shall be
able to act like men and women, to be
true and reliable; that they shall be able
to go inlo the weorld, and stand for the
truth.

Juat think what it would be {o Lhis
message if lhe ohildren in our homes
everywhere, as Lhey go among theiv young
companions in selool, and in the work
of life, should seeond 1he message whieh
the father preaches on ihe SBabbath day
from ihe pulpit; so that people might
say, “L helleve in that map’s preaching,
because I know hig children;” “I belicve
in that woman's testimony, because 1
know her home, because I know her ¢hil-
dren,” Do you not think this would help
in the svork of spreading the messagel

1 want to tell you thai il is possible,
even now, to do o work for these children
who have gone astray, that will bring
them haek. That iy the {hing, my breth-
ren and aislers, upon which I have set
my heart. The barden that is upon my
sonl in this day, is that {here shall be
vevived in the homes of this people a
power which shall bring the children back
by the force of the love of the truth—
the foree of God that is in it. But hefore
that can be dome, o work must be done
for and by ihe mother.

I have had letlers from mothers who
were upon the verge of suicide. More
than one mother has writien to me/“¥ounr
letler emme just in time, T was so dis-
couraged,” I lrave had letters from women
who had alveady, in their disconyagement,
begun 1o slip down ihat ineline whieh
leads to unbelief and infamy. Yeu and
T way nol know jusi whal it means lo
be eaught in such a fog; bui ihe very
fact that any poor soul eould be so caught
has aroused ail the sympathies of my
hearl. T said, years ago, that 1 will, by
the grace of God, keep my hearl alive and
quick o any soch need as thal, and that
T will answer to the very extent of my
abilily to that need, That is why I am
here; and lhat is why God gave me this
work,—Decause he knew that my heart
wud alive Lo 1hese things,

One thing is apparent to me. I have
been seaking for a solation of the problem
of these conditions. Iew can such things
be among a people with sueh principles?
iz the question; and this iz the answer,
ag it has come 1o me: As the sweetest
things, when they turn sour, bocome the
mosl offensive, so lo turn against the
grealest lght and f{ruth ds to
foll into the greatest darkness and evil.
This people have had wonderful light.
All throngh these years, thirly-live or for-
iy years, the light has been pouring in
upon this people; and yel there are in-
valids, physieal and moral, among us.
This. is to be anceounted for by ihe fael
that we have not walked in the light
which God hos given us. The truth has
been held in unrighteousness; and Lo hold
any troth in unrighicousness, is to make
poisen of it. The one thing that is before
us a3 g people ig to look everylhing
squarcly in the face, in the clear light
which God hag given us, and try to get
onrselves ready {o meet every emergency
and every need, so that we mnay be ready
10 go out into the field, and do the work
whieh belongs to uz to do.

—— ~—

Heek ye the Leord, all ye that are his
ministers!

— e —

Taith unfeigned, in its largeness and
fulness, is needed jusl now,

THE ROMAN REPUBLIC.

Study by A. T. Jones, Friday, February 24.

( Concluded from page 186.)

Well, we must not make the appiiea-
{ion until we gel ihe lext. I am mnot
coloving this al all. 1 wili read from the
histary presenily—history writlen hun-
dreds of years ago,—exactly what I aw
seying, Rome did that, and we know
ghe did, She gsel the people free, and
made a proclamation:  You are abso-
lutely free from all garrisons, imposts, or
taxes whalsoever, governed by your own
respeciive laws and usages. We have
simply fought your baitles for your
good; we have simply given you our
armics, and navies, and pouved ocut our
weallh, to sel you free; to set lo the
world the blessed example of liberty and
republicanism. That 18 ail the reward
we ask, that virtue is its own reward,

The Greeks were eharmaed. They fafr-
ly worsliped Rome. The spirit of Jil-
cryy and “ihe blessed peace and prosper
ity and liberty” that Rome had broughi
to them captivaled {hem. They said
that they themselves had had kings, ar-
mies, and navies that had foughi fov
liberty, but it was their own lberty:
but here wag a nation from afar off,
speaking a sirange language, and utterly
foreign to them, ihat had seni oul
navies and armies; and pouved oui its
troagare, io fight other people’s batiles,
to eet othor people free. They said,
“11as there ever such a thing been seen in
the world1”

Rome sent her armies, not for conquest,
but {0 give peace. There were a num-
ber of games cclebrated in Greecee,—the
Olympian, the Isthmian, and several other
ganes. ‘Lhe Isthmian games were ecle-
brated on the Isthimus ihat connecls ihe
peningula of Greece with the main body,
where ihe canal is now between Covinth
and eastern (ireece,—a very marrow
neck of land. In Novemnher, 1805, Broth-
er Holgeyr and I had the pleasure of wallk-
ing all avound and over the very spol
where 1his all happened. These games
were held on the Isthmus for lhe bene-
fit of all Greeee, and-all the states Lthat
Greece conlrolled. At the celebralion of
the Isthmian games, Greeks from all the
slates were assembled. Rome had just
conquered King Phinp V, ot Macedonia.
The war was over, and pesee was con-
eluded. The Roman general sends out
into the midst of the thealer a herald,
who proelaims with a Joud voice: “The
Senaie and people of Rome and Titus
Quintius the general, having overconie
Philip and the Macedonians, sel at lip-
erty from all garisons and faxes and
imposts, the Corinthians, the Locrians,
the Thociang, ithe Bubeans, the Phiihot-
Achaeans, Lhe Magnesiana, the Thessa-
hans, and the Perrhaehians, declare them
free, and ordain ibat ithey shall be gov-
erned by their and.
ugages’’

Through his policy he prospers. The
Greeks in their gratitude spread the
glovy of Rome, and the resull was lthal
all the nations ihat were oppressed by
their kings haslened to put Llhemselves
under the prolecting wings of Rome,
And thus, through this his poliey, in a
liltle time Rome secured the world’s do-
minion,

But what wag the result of ihe poliey?
Whal came at last?—Never was ilhere
such a despolisim on the earth as Rome;
never a power that deslroyed so many
people; mever cme that so oppressed peo-
ple who were subject to them. “By
peace he destroyed many.” The peace of

respeelive  laws

..,

Rome, I repeal, is destyuction to him who
has it.

“The rememhrance of so delightful a
day, and of the valuable blessings then
bestowed, was continually renewed, and
for a long time formed the omnly sub-
jeet of conversation at all {imes and in
all places, Every oune erted in the high-
est transporls of admiration and a kind
of enthusiagm, ‘that there was a people
in the world who, at their own exponse
and the hazard of iheir lives, en-
gaged in a war for ihe liberty of other
nations; and that not for their neigh-
bors or people silnated on  the
same ¢onlinent; bol who crossed iiwc
soas, and sailed lo distand climes, io de-
siroy and extirpale unjust power from
the earth, and o eslablish univevsally
law, equily, ana justice. That by a single
word, and lhe voiee of a herald, liberly
had heen reslored to all the eilies of
Greeoe and Asia, Thal a great soul only
could have formed such o design; but
that to execule it was the effect at once
of the higheat good fortune and the most
consummatle virtne,’”

There is mueh move, but I skip what
the historian himself hag said with refer-
ence to the principles of Rome, On page
245 I read again:—

“Had this deliverance of the Grecian
gtates proceeded {rom a prineiple of gen-
erosity void of all intorested motives, had
the whole tenor of the eonduct of the
Romans never leled such cxalted senti-
mentts, nolhing eould possibly have been
more august or nwore capable of doing
honor 1o a nalion, Dul if we penecivaie
ever so little beyond the glaring ouiside,
we 8001 peroeive thal this specious mod-
evalion of the Romans was entively
founded upen A PROFOUND POLICY.”

That was written by a man who was
a Roman Catholic. *“Through his poliey
he shall cauwse erafl Lo prosper”” Breti-
rer, when you ace the handwriting of
God in Daniel, “Through his policy he
ghall cause eraft to prosper,” and then
read Lhal sentence in the history, is 1c
diffienlt to see the pevfect fulfilment of
the propheey |

The inlfitment of prophecy [n histery
is nol haphazard. You read prophecy
in the book of Daniel ov anywhere else,
and know exacily what {1 says, and you
will find that exact thing in the history.
T have hunted for months—yes, for years
—1o find & bools that had in it a certain
thing that ihe prophecy poinis out that
was not in any other book that I had
yel found, At last I found the book
thet had in it the very sentence that |
knew must be somewhere, and which was
an  exact fulfilment of the prophecy.
Jusl as soon as L saw il, I knew il.
Erethren, everylhing {hat I8 in propliecy
ean  be found in history. But the
Eible i3 the beginning-—there is the foun-
daiion of your sludy. Yon must know
what God’s word ealls for, before yon can
select it, and before you know what to ge-
Ieel, from the history. 1 read on from
“Greal Wmpires of Propheay,” pages 246,
2471 —

“But if we penetrate ever go ltlle be-
yond thig glaving oulside, we soon per-
ceive that this specious moderation of
the Romans was enlively founded upon
a profound pelicy,—wise indeed, and pru-
dent, according to the ordinary rules of
government,—bal at the same time very
remote from thai noble disinferestedness
which has been so highly extolled on
ihe predent oecasion. Tt may be aflirmed
thal ihe Grecians then abandoned them-
selves o slupid joy, fondly imagining
thai they were really free Decause the
Romans declared them so. . . . Nolhing
could he more genwe and equilable than

the conduci of 'the Romans in the begin-

ning. They acted wilh the wbmost mod-

eration toward such stales and natlions
ag aldyessed them for prolection. They
snecored them against iheir enemies,

took the nimosl pains in terminating
twir differences, and in suppressing all
eommolions which arose amongsl them;

and did not demand the least recompense,
from thejr allies for #ll these services.
By ihis moeans their aulhorily gained
sirength daily, and prepared the naliotis
for entive subjection. And, indeed, nn-
der pretense of offering them tlheir good
offices, of enlering into their inleresis,
aad of reconeiling ihem, the Romang ren-
derad {lhemselves the sovercign arbilers
of those whom iley had restored to hib-
erly, and whom they now considered in
some meagure as their freedmen, They
used lo depute eomnissioners io them,
to inquive into iheir complaints, to
weigh and examine the reasons on both
gides, and to decide their quarrcls; but
when the artlicles weye of such a nalure
thal there was no possibilily of reconcil-
ing Lhem on the spol, lhey iuvited them
to send their deputies lo Rome.

In olher worda: You are all free now;
we don'l ask a single cent—you mmat
pay for it. We have dome all thiz for
the good of humanily,—but you musl
pay for it.  When we freed you, will you
say thal we have ne voice in your plans?
We sel you free, and now we have the
right 10 bave a veoiee in your plang and
your work, [f you do nol recognize it,
you are repels, I will now read that:—

“Afterwards they used, with plenary
autliority, {o summon thoge who refused
Lo eome lo an agreemeni, obliged them
to plead iheir eause before the Senale,
and even {o appear in person lhere.
From arbilers and medistors, being De-
come supreme judges, they soon assumed
a magislerial tone, looked upon their de-
erces a8 irrevoeable decisions, were greal-
ly offended when the most implieit obe-
dience was nol paid to {them, and gave
Lthe name of rebellion to a second resist-
ance, Thus there arose, in the Roman
Beuatle, a {xibunal which judged all na-
tions and kings, and from which there
was no appeal.”

Now you see Rome in the eighth chap-
ter of Daniel. X have spoken only of
Rome; but it has been exceedingly dif-
fienll, for me fo keep you from smeving
a whole 1ol of other hislory theve,

THE UNITEP STATES IN PROPHECY
IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL.

Address by A. T. Jones, Sabbath, 8 A, M.,
February 25.

All that T talked of yeslerday morn-
ing was of Rome; but I could see, all 1he
way along, that you were seeing, nol
sometlting else different, but someihing
elge just like it, and wanted to turn me
off to that, Whal was it that you saw?

[Voices: The United States,]

How could you see that, when 1 was
talking on the book of Dantel, and about
Rome?

[Voices: Because it is a perfect paral-
lel.] )

Now I want you 1o look at both Roma
and the United States. You did not see
anything that is nol there; but I want
you to gee that it is not merely incidental.
I wani you lo see that it is intended that
in that you shail gee the United States.
1 want you to see that this is why that
paesage was written in the sighth of Dan-
iel: that it was not wrilien to show up
Rome, it to show up the United States.
TL is lrue, it was writien to show the
United Staies, through Rome. Tt was
not written for Rome’s sake, nor for the
people in ihe duys of Rome,
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Turn your attention again to the ob-
jeet of the vision. 'What was it that es-
tablished the vision, in the eighth and
eleventh chapters of the book of Daniel?
—Rore. Rome is that which esiablished
the vision, Now Kome ecame nto the
prophecy ai the place where we are now
studying, about 168 B. C. This vision
was shown in the third year of Cyrus.
Look at the date ai Lhe firsl verse ot the
tenth chapter, What is it

[Voices: 534.]

Subtracting 165 from 534, we have 366.
That is 366 years before the hislory oe-
curved. Here is the prophecy represented
by this book, and here is Home, repre-
sented by another book, and the ogeur-
rences of Lhai whieh is spoken of m the
propheey. Whis occurred 366 years after
thal was written. This history was
sketebed in the prophecy 366 years before
it occurred. I'hen it wag written out, it
was elosed up and sealed—mntil that time
—until the end of the 366 years?—No;
but until our time,--unto the time of the
end. Why was it not opened ai that
time back there, so the people could be in-
structed ?

{Voices: 1t was not written for their
benefit.]

When there is the history thai oc-
ewrred, and the propheey sketches it 366
years before, and elosed it up, and sealed
it for people who should live afferward,
yet not for that people, but for this peo-
ple—Lhen what was in the mind of the
writer, the Spirit of God, when it was
written?

[Veices: The Uniled Siates.]

Then for whal people was this history
of Rome sketched 7—Tor Lhis people of Lhe
United States at the time of the end. The
very word ilself says, “The vision be-
longeth to the time of the end.”

This nation of Rowme was diverse from
all that was before it In what respect?
1t was a republic. That history was closed
up, and sealed until this time. What is
there here mow to which thai history
could applyi A republie,

[W. W. Prescott: There are other rs-
publics now.]

Bui ihere were not when this book was
writlen. When this book was opened
{Revelation, tenth chapter), 1840; and
even if you go back to 1798,—the expira-
tion of the time, times, and half,—whai
republic was there?

[ Voices: The United Slates.]

And no other. Then you see that tie
history of that republic was adopted in
the Bible, set down there 366 years be-
fore it ogecurred, and then closed up and
gealed,—not for 366 years, not for thai
peopte,—but closed up and sealed for
about 2,300 years, and then opened for
another people altogelher. 8o it is per-
fectly plain that all this was pub in the
Bible for this iuome, for this people, and
for this republic of the United States.

The United States is the only republic
there was in {he world at the time of the
end, when the book was opened. Al the
other modern republies have risen, be-
cause of {he spread of the example of this
one, and ils prineiples.

] Voice: Especially is that true in Bouth
Ameriea.]

It is true everywhere lhat the example
of republieanism set in this nation, em-
hodying the genuine Christian prineiples,
—the principles announced by dJesus
Christ for govermments in its funda-
mental, organic doewments,—the Decla-
ration of Independence and the Constitu-
tion,—it is this thai has given rise fo all
the others. 'Then thal propheey in Dan-
el § was wrilten for the instruction of
{the people in this nation. You can all
now see that your seeing yesterday the
United States in the history of Rome,
whieh I sketched, was not merely an in-
orident, but Lhal it was the thing that God

e

intended people nowadays to see in that
place in Daniel. So that when thal pas-
sage was writfen, closed up, and sealed,
the Uniied States was put in the book of
Vaniel in prophecy. For i was then
closed up and sealed until this nation
should step into Hs place in the world’s
history, influeneing all the world; then
it is opened for the instruction of the peo
ple.

We all kiow that Rome was a repub
lic; as & vepublic all its conquests were
made, Britain was the only permanent
conguesi made by Rome, after it ceased
Lo be indeed a republic. Britain was
made Roman territory in the days of
Ciaudius,

A republic is a government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for lhe peupie. Who is
the govermment?

[Voices: The people.]

By whom do the people governt?

| Voices: By themselves.|

For whom?

[Voices: LFor {hemselves.]

But who are the people?—Ii is each in-
dividual man; it is “we, the people.” Each
individual himself, o far as he is con-
cerued, is Lhe people. If each individual
excindes himself and gays something else
is the people, then where are the people?
There are no people.

Then when it is the people who govern
themselves, and each iadividual is the
people, who is 1. that governs?—Each in-
dividual governs; bul whom does he gov-
ern i—Himself. Vor whom does he gov-
erni—Xor himself, lach governs himself,
by himself, for himself. 'That is the prin-
ciple of republican government; that is
the Christian principle; that is the prin-
ciple of the Declaration of Independence.
“We hold these {ruths to be self-evideni,
that all men are created equal, and are
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable rights,”—not that these ave ali
the rights; but tnese are the ones we are
talking apout, said they,—*“among which
are”’~—they do not enumerate all of them;
but for the purpose they were working
they enumerated these—"life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.” That is God’s
Lruth.

“That to secure these rights,”—whose
are the rights?—Iach individual’'s. Where
did he get them?—From God. He re-
ceived themn from the Crealor; then they
are between Iim and the Creator only.
Yow to secure these rights io the indi-
vidual,—not to give them to the ndivid-
ual, not to give them to some other folks,
but to secure then to those to whom they
already belong, and who already have
them,

“Governments are instituted amongst
men.”  Who institute the governmenti—
The people. What for?—For themselves.
To secure the rights that they have—
not becamge of government, noi because
of soclety, bul because they are simply
men in the world, and because God made
them men., “Deriving their just powers”
—governmenls derive their just powers
from whon? Who made the govermmuent?
~—The people. What was the government
made fori—XFor the people. hen where
did the government get its power?—TFrom
the penple who made it; and each man is
the people. “We, the people” And that
i3 God’s lruth.

The Declaration of Independence em-
bodies {he fruth of Christ for men and
nations in the world. That is a repuklic.
The prineiple was not worked out so
clearly in Rome as here, because Rome
was pagan; and from the beginning the
figment of the atate, as apart from the
people, was the divinity, The state was
the divinily; but the state, as a divinity,
was simply that figirent that is created
by eaeh one of the people, saying that
something else is the people. When each
one of the people thinks that some-

thing else is the people, and that
that is the power which governs, you see
it is a sometlung intangible—~a figment
that the people have imagined, and set
up, and which they worship. Thal was
the charactenstie of the Roman repubiie
irom the begimning. But in this republic,
when 1t was founded, Christianity was be-
tore all the people; and the men who
framed the principles of this government
did it out of respecté to Chrstianity; and
they said so.

Come back o tie original principle:
When the government is a government of
the people, by the people, for the people,
each one governs himself, by himsel, for
himseli; and so long as that is done, the
vepublic s a success. DBut just as soou as
a single individual ceases l¢ govern him-
self, by himself, for himseli, the republic
begins {o fail, and jnst as far as that
individual is concerned, (he republic
is a falure. When two individuals lose
the power to govern themselves, and cease
to govern themselves, the republic is just
that much more of a failure. But as long
ag the majovity bave yet the power to
govern themselves, by themselves, for
themselves, the govermmnent is a success,
because ihey ave capable of protecting
themselves from the infringements of
those who bhave ceased to govern lhem-
setves, Bul just the moment the major-
ity are on the otlier side, just the moment
the number of those who have ceased to
governs themseives, cross the line, and you
have one more than a majority of the na-
tion who have ceased fo govern them-
selves, by themselves, for themselves, the
government has failed uiterly; there is
no longer a republic. From that moment
it is a despotism,—a despotism not of one,
nor of a few, bul of the many; and a
despotism of the many is the worst des-
potism that there ever can he.

[Mrs, 8. M. L. Henry: Then a republic
is practically impossible in a world of sin-
ners. ]

Yes; a true, successful republic.

[Mrs. 8. M, L tenry: I mean a repub-

lic. }
Yes, that is  true, only in the
chureh of Christ, where in Jesus

Christ each imdividual has obtained that
power which gives him control o. himself,
and holds himself in subjection to right
principles, where each individual in Je-
sus Chrisl holds himself in subjection, and
governs himself, by himself, for himself, in
Jesus Christ—only there, in lhe church,
is a true republic possible and a suceess.

[E. J, Waggoner: And thal is absolute
monarchy.]

And God alone is the monarch,

[Mrs, b, M. L Henry: I was geing to
ask you if that was a man for himself, if
it was not God.]

Oh, precisely. ¥et God is net an abso-
lute monarch in lhe sense that he takes
us, even by cur conseni, and causes us to
go & certain way, and do eeriain things,
because he will have it so. God governs
us everlastingly with our consent. God’s
governnient itself—zightly akscluie, di-
vinely absolute; a monarch, divinely ab-
solnte—ig by the consent of the governed.
For to-day when I choose that God shall
be my King and his law my law, that he
shall be my only one, that is what he is.
Yet Iie does not hold me to that choice
an instant longer than I choose thal it
shall be my choiec, Thus the principle
of government by the consent of the gov-
erned, is genuinely divine, While it is
true that a true republic is possible only
in the true chureh, yel the Spirii of God
has a restraining influenee upon men
who are of the world only; and Christian
principle doces extend its influence among
men who are not confessedly Christian.
And lo the extent that the prineiple of
self-government is recognized and prae-
tised among men, even in sin, the repub-

lie will be a sueeess as a nation among
nations—in that oulward sense of govern-
ing theinselves,

You can sec the whole thought here is
the same subject we have had before us
Lhese past two days,—the subject of or-
ganizalion, We can not get away from
it, 1 wonder why the Lovrd is holding wus
to it so long,

FLook again at the prineiple. The mo-
ment the number which fails to govern
thenselves, by themselves, for themselves,
has cerossed the line, and has become one
in the majority, thal moment the gov-
ernment itself is a failure, At that point
the failure does noi yet appear so palpa-
bly as when the majovity has grown
larger snd yel targer. But when the ma-
Jority becomes so great thai its imfluence
is felt upon all the procedure of the gov-
ernmeni; when this majority that fails
to govern itself, each by himself, has
reached that point that its influence per-
vades all,—then the government is gone;
it is not a republic any more in anysense;
it is only a despoiism,

Any one who hag read and thought for
any number of years back, has no difficul-
iy ai all in seeing that thal is the ex-
pericnee of the United States. See how
it Is growing, constantly growing. Organ-
izations are formed, combinations of
men are wroughl together, to beat back
thai which they know is coming upon the
nation, to take away what little of their
righls and liberlies remains, 'Lhese com-
binations and organizations, large and in-
fluential, pohitical and social of every sort,
—why are these organizations working
so?7—DBecanse they feel the tide thai is
inevitably coming. Buk these associations,
these organizations, are a combinalion
only of men who have failed of the power
Lo govern themselves; and feeling the dif-
ficulty thatl is coming, and knowing thal
theyean not govern themselves, they must
combine together, Bul a combinalion of
men who have failed to govern them-
selves, Individuaily for the purpose of
governing themselves, is just as much of
a failure as befors they slarted. The
cighth chapter of Isajah teils us: “Say ye
not, A confederacy, to all them to whom
this people shall say, A confederaey;
neither fear ye cheir fear, nor be afraid.”
In the time of theseorganizations of every
sort, say not thal lhey shall be so; but
what shall we say?—"Sanenry ihe Lord
of hosts himseif; and let him bhe your
fear, and lel him be your dread” God
alone is the refuge,—mnot these associa-
tions, combinations, polilical, social or
whatever it may be. There is nol a sin-
gle phase of society in which these are
nol being organized—all for protection
against this tide that i3 sweeping upon
them. Bui Cod has sent his everlasting
gospel to the people in this world, in his
message, and we must say to all, these
confederacies are not your refuge; these
are only greater faiures than ihe indi-
vidual fajlures. God is your vefuge; he is
your slrength and support against this
thing, and he is your deliverance from it.

Let us veturn to some olher points of
paiailel, in the history of Rome. Luxury
came iu, and men lost the power to gov-
ern themselves. It is written of Rome
directly, that of all the peoples of history
the Romans possessed most fully  the
power of self-government, except only the
Anglo-Saxon peoples. These are lhe only
peoples of listory which possess in full
degree the power of self-government.

Lel us go back Lo yeslerday’s lesson a
moment. The territory of Rome proper
lay in Italy. All out of Italy was for-
eign. All couquests outside of her lerri-
tory were foreign; and all these were of
necessity colonies. So as soon as Rome
reached beyond her own proper lerritory,
her policy of government was a colonial
poliey, and her territory imperial. Il was



176.

THE DAILY

BULLETIN.

conquest of these foreign nations that
became colonies, that broupht inte Rome
a slream of wealth, Not only that, bui the
formaf government itself wag, by the very
foree of cireumsiances, subverted as soon
ag Rome became a colonial order of gov-
ernment. Men were senl from ihe repub-
lic,—men who had even yot with them
Lhe love of the true prineiples of a repub-
lie,—but they werc sent as govorniors
among a strange people.  These people
had been governed by kings, and were
used to kingly power. Thiz republican
who went there, and who went to govern
them, became proud of it, and teok on
kingly airs; he dwelt in the palaces of
thogse who had been kings over these peo-
ples, enjoyed the luxury of those who
had been kings over these people; and in
taking on kingly airs he was impaiient
of any question of the kingly authority
which now he had.

[E. J. Waggoner: Did ho not have lo
have it, in order {o govern them?]

He did; because in this respect came
anoiher violation of the principle of seli-
government. Rome sent out these men
to govern other peopls, without their eon-
sent; and when {hese men went there to
govern these people, being, in the nature
of things, governors of them without their
consent, thoy had io assert absoluis au-
thority, you see.

But these governors did not remain for-
ever. They wen{ out for a short tevm,
and returned again to the seat of the
Roman government, Wilh many colonies
calme many governors, and these in time
filled ihe republic with these monarehi-
cal, despotic principles, So really the
conguest of the nations around was lhe
buarden that Dbroke down Rome, and
caused her ruin, not only by wealth, bul
by this constant, slow undermining of
prineiples, there came the subversion ol
the republican principle by the monarch-
ieal,

LA, T. Ballenger: The conquered con-
quered ihe conqueror.)

Yes; and Rome, while still holding the
name of a republic, while still carrying
on the forms of a republic al home, be-
came nn absolule monarchy, Yet it was
priding iisell upom being a republic,—
“the republle” did so and so, “the repub-
lic sent oul governors lo the colonies,”
and “the Benate” acied so and so;—in
all, it was “the vepublie”

Then thers aross political bosses,to bind
together in bundles those who had lest
the power to govern themselves. These
allowed the hosses to use them for iheir
own personal ambilions. These were few
at firsl, and these few fimally fell to only
thyee, That was the first Triumvirate.
Caesar wag the pride of the people. Ie
was the political boss of these who were
not of the military nor of ihe aristocracy
—the eapitalists, ITc was the head of the
common people, and he gathered them
together. Crassus, the richest man of all,
bocame the head of the weallhy ones, and
of ths meoneyed interesls of the cmpire.
He represented this class, and awung their
influence 1o his side. Pompey was the head
and pride of the army; and he awung
their influence. These ihree men ruled
the empire. They deliberately sal down,
and agreed Lo remain fogether, and hold
ihe government in itheir own hands. As
long as they werve separateds—thesc
three—no one could rule the empire; bug
as goon as lliey came lo an agreement,
they ruled the empire.

However, there was yel love of the re-
public, although very litile of it was
practised, even by the peoplo. Ths Tri-
umvirate perished in a little while. Cros-
sus was killed. Then the power fell to
Pompey and Caesar. Then i was a con-
tesl as Lo which should have the absolule
rule. Pompey took the side of the Sen-
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ate; and Caesar was now the head of the
army as well as of the people, and that
brought on war. Pompey was slain, and
the war was ended. Now they saw that
they had a one-man power; so they as-
sassinated Caesar io save the republie.
You remember Lhie words that have heen
put into the mouth of Brutus, in the lan-
guage that is familiar to all sinee you
have read it in your school-books, “Not
thal I love Caesar less, but Rome more.”
Caesar, this one-man power, must he “sac-
rificed 10 save the republic”; se it was
done. Bui one of the conspiraters who
was acling a leading part in this, ex-
claimed, when it was done: “We have
killed the king but the kingdom ja with
us still” “We have slain the tyrant;
the tyranny survives,” ‘ne fyranny was
in each man. Hach man’s failure io gov-
ern himself brought him under a power
that was stronger than himself, and he
was governed by another in spite of him-
setf, That was the lyranny; and to kil
one man who was lholding the republic
vel a little Jonger back from itself even,
survivealittls longer,—not inprineiplebut
and saving, helding i up that it might
in form,—was only to ilrow the whole
thing into a vertex again, whenes there
might come oul a tyrant.

in e short {ime three men fook the
governmeni again, and in thirtesn years

the government passed tlwongh the same

course preeiscly as it had with the other
three; and then Augustus became the
ruler, with {he absolute power in his hands,
Thus ¢ame an absolute menarchy, a one-
man power, and all from a republican
form of govermment, and slill under the
name of a vepublic. The resnlt was the
worst despotism that ever existed, so far
as history had been developed.

Now Dherc is a republic where we are.
You have seen it somewhat so far, This
republiec has gone over geas “lo Iiberate
oppressed people; to save them from the
despetism of kings.”  The armies and
navies take possession of other nationali-
ties, peoples of a strange langnage, Now
what are we coming to? IL started out
with the declaration, a nalional, repre-
sentative declavation, that “the people
of Cuba are, and of right ought to be,
free and independent.” The war ig over,
and Cuba is asking, “Where is8 our lib-
erly?”  “Where i8 owr independence?”
The represaniative of the president down
there replied to this by saying, “You have
commereial liberty. Yeun have freedom
to receive commeree in your porls, and
that without such heavy exaciions as you
nged Lo have. Be content with this.”
e did not say the other would not come,
but—just wait.

Later the United States government
agreed to pay to the standing army of
Cuba, the Cuban soldiers, $3,000,000, so
thai they eould have something to get
started wilh in civil life when they dis-
band, The commanding general, Max-
imo Gomez, agreed to this, and proposed
to work with the United States in bring-
ing about a pacifieation of Cuba. When
the represeniative of the president went
to meet him in regard to this maiter.
Gomer #aid, in his speech, “We are will-
ing to co-operate in this, but the pecple
ave asking “Where iz the freedom of
Cuba®” That is the question they ave
askiug in every one of these pluees. In
Cuba, in Porto Rieo, and the Philippines,
thore were for years people who wers long-
ing, working, fighting, sacrificing, empty-
ing their treasury, and giving their lives
just for the sake of liberty to govern
themselves,

It was then against Spain. Now they
are free from Spain; bul where is their
liherty to govern themselves? Tt fs not
recognized at all. They “must he gov-
erned,” 1 simply mention this to ecall

your attention to the fact of how abso-
lutely republican principle has heen
abandoned. It has Dbesn abandoned not
only in prineiple, but in fact: and nation-
ally abandoned. The United Slates hag
ratified ihe trealy so there is peace with
Spain, PBut the quesition in the Benate
was, How shall they be governed? The
question has been, Shall not the United
States let them wilhdraw, profect them
from outside interferenee, but let them
govern themselves? L'he answer is made,
No; they never can govern themselves;
we must do it for them. Tere I8 & pas-
snge from the Congressionel Record of
Dec. 19, 1898, page 330, in the epeech ot
Benator Platt of Connectiout:—

My, Hoar: “May I ask the
from Connecticut a question?”

My, Plait of Connecticut: “Certainly.”

My, lear: “It is whether, In his
opinion, governments derive thsir just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.”

My, Platt of Connecticut: “From the
consent of some of the governed.”

Mr, Iloar: “Trom the consent of some
of the govermed?”

Mr, Llatl of Connecticnt: “Yes”

Where is ths Declaration of Indepsnd-
ence? It is gone, Senalor Plalt is not
the “only one who has voleod this same
gentimont; there arve olhers, The vote
that followed this abandoned all. But
there has been a voie taken, and a resolu-
tion adopted, by ihe Senale since ihe
ireaty of peace to lhe effecl thai these
people shall not become a part of the
United States, Bui the United Biates
is governing them. Then they are suwb-
jects. 8o it is seen that the United
States bas utterly abandoned ihe prinei-
ple upon which our povernment was
founded. The moment that the United
Blates abandons that principle, and gov-
erns a4 people—inientionaliy or other-
wigse—without their congent, and upon the
principle that they eball not he eifizens,
the republic is gone, and a despotism has
begun--~of course nol what it will be in
time to comne, for despotism grows; but
it is that in prineiple, and to this people
it ig that in practise.

Now another thought: you remember
thal yesterday we rTemarked thai this
verge in the eignth chaptler of Daniel means
Rome from then to the end—it is Rome
in al} it¢ phases. It is Rome and the
United Staics in the eighth chapter of
Daniel. It is Rome and the Uniled States
in the twelfth and thirtesnth of Reve-
Jation; but in a d@ifferent way; a differ-
ent phase of il is revealed. In the book
of Daniel the great thought is Thae State.
In Revelation it is The Chureh, In Dan-
iel it is a record of God’s dealing with
The Stale, and the commotions and revo-
luljons in the State, to the end; in Reve-
lation il is God in The Church, and the
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ups and downs and the commotions of
the church in its history through to the
end.

Wlhen you come down {o the United
Siates, there iz the ehureh phase,—apos-
tagy in the church, the union of church -
and state, making an jmage of the pagacy.
The beasi which came up out of the
earth “had two horna like a lamb,” and
these represented the two grand princi-
ples upon which the govermment was es-
tablished,—Protestantism and Republi-
canism,  These two characieristics ave
the two upon which this government was
founded,

In the twelfth and thirleenth chaplers
of Revelation, the Protestant principle is
ignored, violated, swept away. But where
is the doing away of the Republican horn?
Not in the book of Revelation? That is
revealed in the book of Daniel, And in
the book of Daniel il is revealed only in -
Lhis pessage which we are studying, There
is the United Siatles in prophecy in the
book of Daniel.

DENOMINATIONAL RISTORY.

Elder J. N Loughborough, who has
been connected with this work ever since
its origin, has written of his experience
and conneetion therewith, Flis book is
entitled “Rise and TProgress of SBeventh-
day Adventists.” The pricos have been
vecently reduced Lo $1 for the plain cloth
binding, and $1.25 for the cloth gili,
There is alse a German edition, bound
in plain eloth only, at $L

It is the only thing of the kind pul-
lished by the denomination, and is well
calculated to inspire confidence in the
message for these lasl days.

THE BREALTH QUESTION.

We have been shown a neat little book-
let of forty pages, arranged by Mrs, J. R.
Leadsworth, entitled, “The Natural Food
of Man, and How to Prepare It” It is
a8 full of good things as an egg is full
of meat. One of the ehief atiractions of
the work is its simplicity. In a fsw com-
mon, yet wall-chosen, words, which are
ensy to understand, she explains how to
prepare grains, Sances, and all vegetables
in healthful and inexpensive ways. The
glater from whom the hook comes has de-
voted her life to teaohing healthful cool-
ery, doing Christian Help work, and in
other ways ministering to the needs of
the unfortunate; and this without remu--
neration from any fund set apart for the
purpose. For this reason, it for no other,
her efforts to enlighten people in the
healthful preparation of food should re-
ceive hearty support. The book, in board
covers, with gilt side-title, costs fifty
cents; in pamphlet, twenty-five cents.
Address the author, at Healdsburg, Cali-
fornia. .

R R RO
OUR FAVORITE,...

FamiLy Nut
BUTTER MILL

MAKES FINE BUTTER.
EASILY OPERATED....

Ball Bearing, Jusi Petfected,

See our new book, GUIDNR KO NUT COOKERY.
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