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withesses in the Middle East

A Sabbath-keeping soccer goalie

ost people around me live for
money, but | decided to live for
God!" Asim,* the goalie of his city's

soccer team in a closed country of the Mid-
dle East and North Africa Union, testifies
that he plays to honor God. It's affected his
income, though. When he joined the team,
he was the only Adventist in the entire
region, and his request to have Sabbaths off
was considered unreasonable. The manag-
ers flatly turned down his request.

“At first, | was penalized when they real-
ized | wouldn't play on Sabbath,” Asim said.
“They cut my pay. I asked God to help me
be a good player anyway. | saw Him blessing
me; | don't get many scores against me.”
Asim's demeanor is humble, but the team
could not get along without him. Eventually,
they decided to respect his convictions. ‘I
never play on Sabbath, though!” he added.

Playing soccer for God isn't Asim'’s
only witness. He also teaches English and



French at a school. “| decided to use that
as a mission field as well and told my class
about the Al Massira Bible video series. |
explained [to my students] that it covers
stories from the Tawrat, or Old Testament,
and would help them build their English
language skills.” The Bible stories become
the center of their discussions as they prac-
tice conversational English.

But sports and teaching don't con-
sume all Asim’s time. He heard that a local
Christian congregation didn't have a regular
leader. He stopped by the church, intro-
duced himself as a Seventh-day Adventist,
and began worshiping with them and lead-
ing a study group.

“I see more and
more people
interested in
knowing God. |
see a tremendous
opening for
God’s work.




One week when they didn't have a
preacher for the coming Sunday, they
asked him to fill in. They liked his preach-
ing and soon invited him to preach every
Sunday.

That's when Asim began a series on
the important biblical teachings that
Adventists call the fundamental beliefs.
His “adopted” church members are not
only learning the simple truths of the Bible
but also experiencing the ministry of Jesus
as Asim visits them in their homes and
relates to their needs.

Seeing decisions for Jesus is his favor-
ite part of his tentmaker’s life. For several
years, Asim has led two weekly Bible
study groups comprising Christians and
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non-Christians. A year ago, as COVID-19
decreased in the region, friends helped
him dig a hole in their backyard, which
they lined with heavy black plastic and
filled with water. Under the circumstanc-
es, it was the best baptistry they could
provide for three of his friends, all from
non-Christian backgrounds, who were
baptized as the first Adventist converts in
the entire region. Asim is not alone in his
fellowship anymore!

Asim knows there is much work to
be done. “| see more and more people
interested in knowing God. | see a
tremendous opening for God's work. The
four of us are now praying for workers to
come to our city.”

Asim has fully dedicated his life to
God's work, and God is using him to make
an impact on every person he meets.

*Name has been changed

Is God Calling You to
Be a Tentmaker?

Our church faces tremendous challenges
in sharing Jesus in veiled countries—
countries that have shut their borders
to organized churches and traditional
missionaries. But a tentmaker can bypass
these barriers! Total Employment is the
Clobal Mission tentmaker program.

A tentmaker is an Adventist
professional who chooses to follow
the example of the apostle Paul. Paul
supported himself financially with his
tentmaking trade, and as he talked with his
customers, he looked for opportunities to
lend a listening ear, meet a need, and share
the gospel.
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Make a secure donation
quickly by scanning this
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OR code or visiting

Global-Mission.org/giving

PHONE
Call 800-648-5824

MAIL

In the United States:

Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike

Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:

Global Mission

SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8

Is God calling you to be a tentmaker?
Hundreds of Adventist professionals of
all types are needed. To learn more, visit
TotalEmployment.org.

Like Paul, tentmakers mingle with
people in the secular workplace while
engaging in intentional, personal outreach.
They form long-lasting relationships that
enable them to touch hearts for Christ in
ways they never could if they were official
church workers.

Your donations to Global Mission
help encourage and equip tentmakers
by providing them with much-needed
coaching, training, and spiritual support.
Tentmakers are making a difference for
Jesus, but they need your help. Please
support their ministry with your prayers
and donations.

To learn more, visit TotalEmployment.org.
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NOVEMBER

WHAT COULD YOU GIVE UP FOR MISSION?

Why not skip filling the tank this week and walk or bike instead? Then give what
you saved to Global Mission to help Global Mission pioneers and Urban Centers
of Influence start new groups of believers among the unreached.

To help share Jesus with unreached people, please scan the QR code below,
visit Global-Mission.org/mysacrifice, or mark your tithe envelope Annual
Sacrifice Offering on November 12.

j #giveitupformission
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