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Searching for 
a FatherPhoto for illustration only



Basim* pulled the card out of his 
pocket and read the words that 
would change his life forever: “Our 

Father, who art in heaven.”
He read the Lord’s Prayer several times, 

but his mind kept replaying the phrase 
“our Father.” “I wondered what those words 
could possibly mean,” Basim said. “I figured 
if they were true, they would be the best 
news I’d ever heard.”

Basim’s father had died when he was 
six. “Even at that age, I felt a big hole in 
my heart,” he recalled. “I began dreaming I 
would see him again. I wanted to ask him 
why he left, to tell him how much I miss 
him and how much I need him.” Basim 
had been dreaming of a father for years, 
and the words on the card he had received 
from a tourist intensified the longing.

Basim read the prayer daily and won-
dered what it was like for Christians to 
have a God who lets His creatures call Him 
Father. He was aware that the prayer was 
changing the way he thought about God, 
but in his family, thinking of God as a fa-
ther was heresy. In a rush of fear, he threw 
away the card. 

But Basim’s desire for a father was 
greater than his fear. “Every night, I raised 
my eyes to this heavenly Father and talked 
to Him like I’d always wanted to talk to 
my father. I thought about Him a lot. I felt 
drawn to Him.”

One night, having missed his ritual 
prayers, Basim crawled into bed, feeling 
afraid of God’s wrath. Soon, however, he fell 
into his usual conversation with the Father 
in the Christian prayer. To his awe, he felt 
God’s presence, very real and close. For 
weeks, he was haunted by this experience, 
wondering, Is this God who comes close to 
me the same God I anger when I forget my 
ritual prayers?

One day, he walked by the open doors 
of a neighborhood bookstore and felt 

drawn inside. There, he saw an Arabic Bible 
on a table and picked it up. “The first verse 
I read was Luke 3:16, which says, ‘One more 
powerful than I will come,’ ” Basim remem-
bered. “I turned to the store owner and 
said confidently, ‘See, Jesus is acknowledg-
ing a greater prophet than himself.’ Politely, 
the man suggested I read about John the 
Baptist in the previous verses.”

Basim left the bookstore with the 
Gospel of Luke hidden in his jacket. When 
everyone in his family had fallen asleep 
that night, he pulled it out to read. He was 
deeply moved by the little he could under-
stand and couldn’t sleep that night or the 
next. “I was gripped by the fear of becom-
ing a Christian,” he shared. “I knew it would 
cause shame for my family.”

Basim couldn’t resist the love that drew 
him, and eventually, he accepted Jesus as 
his Savior. He felt like a new person, filled 
with peace and love.

One day, Basim overheard a customer’s 
conversation at the grocery store where he 
worked. “Are you a Christian?” he asked the 
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young woman. She responded evasively, 
“Oh, to be a Christian or not, what differ-
ence does it make?”

“It makes a big difference,” Basim re-
sponded emphatically. The woman invited 
him to lunch with her family, then to a 
Wednesday night prayer meeting, and then 
to studies on Daniel and Revelation. “It was 
a sweet experience!” Basim remembered. 
“To think I could actually understand what 
had once sounded so strange to me!”

Basim was baptized as a Seventh-day 
Adventist Christian in a country that 
doesn’t recognize his new faith. That 
same day, a young woman, who 
would later become his wife, was 
also baptized. Today, they serve 
together in full-time ministry 
to their people. Not only 
is Basim now a father of 
two children, but he 
has also met his heav-
enly Father and can 
testify that God 
has filled the 
father-sized 
hole in his 
heart.

As told to Kathie 
Lichtenwalter, Middle East 
and North Africa Union

*Name has been changed.
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Dear Friends,
Recently, I returned from a meaningful 
visit to several projects in the Middle 
East and North Africa. We met workers 
at several urban centers of influence 
who are finding creative ways to impact 
communities even where the church can’t 
exist officially. We visited Global Mission 
pioneers who are starting new groups of 
believers. We spent time with cross-cul-
tural missionaries. We spoke with several 
groups of foreign students who attend 
universities in this region for the purpose 
of sharing their faith and listened to the 
stories of church members who faithfully 
serve as salt and light in difficult locations.

You might think we would hear 
concerns about security, isolation, or fear. 
Instead, we heard amazing testimonies 
from God’s faithful witnesses. 

Please pray for God’s work and work-
ers in the Middle East and North Africa 
Union and that God will open the people’s 
hearts here to embrace His good news. 

Pastor Rick McEdward
President of the Middle 
East and North Africa Union

Global Mission is about reaching the 
unreached for Jesus in the 10/40 Win-

dow, which includes the Middle East and 
North Africa. We do this in various ways, 
including through the service of Global Mis-
sion pioneers, urban centers of influence, 
Waldensian students, and tentmakers who 
use their careers to share Christ.

Please support Global Mission in this 
region with your prayers and financial gifts at 
Global-Mission.org/giving.

Ways to Give
ONLINE
Make a secure financial gift 
quickly by scanning this QR 
code or visiting Global-Mission.org/giving.

PHONE
Call 800-648-5824

MAIL
In the United States:
Global Mission, General Conference
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904-6601

In Canada:
Global Mission
SDA Church in Canada
1148 King Street East
Oshawa, ON L1H 1H8

Transform Lives, One Month at a Time: 
Join Our Recurring Donor Family! Please 
remember Global Mission in your will 
and trusts. Visit Global-Mission.org/
PlannedGiving or call 800-648-5824.



General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904

WHAT COULD YOU SACRIFICE FOR MISSION?
Whether it’s giving up dessert or not eating out, what could you give up for one week? 
The money you saved could be used to support Global Mission pioneers and urban 
centers of influence in starting new groups of believers among unreached people groups.

To help share Jesus with unreached people, please scan the QR code below, visit
Global-Mission.org/mysacrifice, or mark your tithe envelope “Annual Sacrifice
Offering” on November 9. 

Take the one-week challenge and challenge your friends on social media to give 
something up for mission. Tag Adventist Mission and use #giveitupformission.

ANNUAL
SACRIFICE 
OFFER ING

MARK THE DATE

NOVEMBER

9

Global-Mission.org/mysacrifice

From the Office of Adventist Mission, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904, USA.

#giveitupformission


