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BUILDING ON THE SAND,

Twas the strangest sight—that earnest face,
And weary form with the eager hands,
Asg he moved about from place to place,
So busy, building upon the sands.

'Many the mansions that he had reared,
But he never ceased, by night or day;

It was all the same, he bullt and planned
For the future that before him lay.

He would say to travelers as they phssed,
These sands will go with the ebbing tide ;
_But they said, *The man is surely crazed,
Or he'd place his treasure the other side.”

Not one could believe the words he spoke,
And said, *If you think it really true,

Why not go across and bulld on gtone ?
You are only doing as others do."

Not a word he said by the sllent stream,
As he hid in the sand tho shining ore,

And searcely looked for the light that gleamed
Across the tlde from the othier shore.

Alag ! 8las ! when thé thne ghall come
- T'hat the rich and groat in terror hide, |
 And the huHghy waven around ub foam, *
Wo shall want our treasare the other slde.
But 'twill take some faith, and works, and prayer,
" As well as talking, to place it there. X
L. . —Mary Martin.
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attention fo the Contents of the Paper, and .when you
have read it,"please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

TRUTH is of God ;. and always, and in all places
it has aright. Falsehood is a vile usurper, and
‘has no rights. It exists only by sufferance, and is
doomed to perdition. .

AITH is as necessary to the soul as the sun is to

the world ; were it not for these bright, pro-

lific lights, both the one and the other must re-
main dark and fruitless.

WHEN truth, long hidden, first begins to. shine
out, some' object, and ask, ¢ Why has this
not been found out before? Is it to be supposed
that so many learned and good men would fail to
see it if true?’’ Rev. Lyfan Abbott gives the
following very clear exglanation of the difficulty:
¢ There are many ifitahces in which Biblical
commentators appear to have derived their ideas
respecting the Scriptures from previous scholars
in the same field ; the same thought is traceable
from ancient father to the latest Sunddy-school

" commentary. And sometimes, just as counterfeit
bills pass unquestioned because they are well worn,
erroneous interpretations. pass current in the
Christian church, without ever being subjected to
a careful scrutiny ; because each new student takes
‘it for granted that the student who has preceded
him has done this investigation, and he only'needs
to report the result.”

PRAYER is an errand to God ; it must be reverent,
earnest, and definite. When you do errands
of this kind for other people, froget yourself.

USTIN MARTYR, who was born A. D. 89, and suf-
fered martyrdom for Christ, A, D. 163, in his
dialogue with Trypho, the Jew, says: ¢ Should

"you happen upon some who are called Chris-

tians and say there is no resurrection
of the dead, but instantly when they die are re-
ceived up into heaven, do not count these among
Christians.”’

ERRORISTS, like the false witnesses against Jesus,
do not agree in their testimony. = The reason’
is, truth is ready made,/and those who de-
sire it have only to accepy/it as itis; while the in-
ventive faculties-of err(};fsts are taxed, and each is
at liberty to fabrieate”his reasons and build his
own position. This¥ccounts for so many reasons
for keeping Spinday; to-ene for keeping the Liord’s
Sabbath. It\s a“noticeable-fact that observers of
the seventh day of the week are all united in giv-
ing one and the same reason for their belief and
practice, while the reasons offered for first-day
observance are very numerous, and none of them

warranted by Scripture:

PRE)UDICE is a prominent obstacle to the preva-
lence of truth. The judgment is often formed
withoutlight—without valid evidence. Should the

.1 truth_be presented. 10,8 ming. thys. preogeupled, be:,

fore it can obtain lodgment there, it has an obsta-
cle to. encounter and remove, of a very formidable
magnitude. Thestrehgth ¢f prejudice is amazing.
Though assailed by’ reasgn and argument and
revelation, it oftep/remainh.as. deeply rooted and
vigorous as ever gl-tify, itfis frequently nourished
by the-very efforts which gire made for its destruc-
tion. It is of the greatest importance that we re-
serve the formation of judgment until the proper
evidence bearing on, the subject has been con-

sidered. ) A
A BRI

N this life, when a man contemplates a change
in his residence, he usually obtains all the ins
formation possible relative to the country to which’
he proposes .to remove. The degree of earnest-
ness manifested by him in obtaining information
with regard to that new country, the eagerness
with which he talks and inquires about it, is the
standard by which to judge of his real interest in
that direction. Just so with regard to a home be-
yond the grave, We know for a moral certainty
that we must remove hence sonietime. It is only
a question oOf time, and that time is very short at
best, when this earthly life will end. Now if
there is to be a future existence (and that there is,
Nature and Revelation loudly proclaim), we cer-
tainly have a right to all the information obtain-
able relative to that future life, and the circum-
stances under which it isto be spent. Such being
the case, we know of no more interesting or
praisoworthy study than the saints’ inheritance.
And since Inspiration has seen fit to portray in
such unmistakable language the nature, location,
time, and extent of that inheritance, a considera-
tion of the same becomes a matter of paramount
importance. To slight it is to treat lightly what
God has seen fit to reveal to us. As in the case
first mentioned, so in this, the degree of earnest-
ness displayed in studying the various features of
that future life and inheritance, is the gauge of our
interest in the question. We thereby indicate
how much we care for the: future.. :

IT has been Beautifully said, that ¢ the veil which

1 covers the face of fyturity is woven by the hand
of merey.”’ .

&« LooKING for that blessed hope, and the glori-
ous appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.”” Titus 2:13. In this
scripture the second coming of our Saviour is des-
ignated hy the apostle Paul as ¢ ghat blessed
hope.”” How many ministers of the present day
set this before the church as th‘e\ev}ent for which
they should hope and pray ? Hp% anany hail the
signs of his coming with joy,/éncoﬁraging their
brethren and warning the wicked ?—Only a few ;
but, thank God, there are some who are giving
the household meat in due season. On the other
hand, we hear shepherds of the flock telling them
that their hope is at death; that if they are
righteous, they will go to heaven when they die.
This certainly was not Paul’s hope.
“WHEN the fullness of time was come, God sent
| forth his Son, made of a woman, made uun-
der the law, to redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”’
Gal. 4:4, 5. “The Scripture hath concluded
all under sin ’—that is, all shut up under sin, as
in a vast prison house—‘¢ that the promise by faith
of Jesus Christ might be given to them that be-
lieve.””  ¢“Christ hath redeemed us [who believe]
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for
us.”’ Gal. 3:22, t3. The gospel, then, is mercy
sounding at the doors of the prison ; it is an offer of
pardon to all who will accept it—not that the law
has abated one iota of its demands, but because its
clajms have been mét by ““the Lord our righteous-
Jhess.’’ -~ He < did no sin, neither was guile found
in his ' mduth.”” By his stripes we are healed.”
God can now “ be just,”’ and yet ¢ the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus.”” Rom. 3: 26.
“Do we then make void the law through faith?
God forbid ; yea, we establish the law.” Rom.
3:31. ‘¢ Being justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”” Rom.

5: 1.

CHRISTIANITY fully developed in the heart, makes,
says the Rev. Thomas Perry, a complete

o

| gentleman, and all the attributes of a gentleman

in all their bearings are pivoted on courtesy. Be
courteous at all times. There are circumstances
where you cannot love, where you cannot frater-
nize or live at peace with men, but when you put
away courtesy, you put a knife in your own self-
respect.  If there is a difference between you and
another, courtesy always keeps the door open for
the peace-maker. Courtesy is a kind of John the
Baptist in the wilderness of society. Be courteous.
The spirit of the exhortation is not directed to meet
moral and public reformatory relations, but to help
us in our daily life and business. . It is to'meet a
society where offenses are bound to come, but if
courtesy manipulates them, they will do little harm.
If the shell which the A/2dama shot into the stern
of the Kearsarge had exploded, the havoc would
have been dreadful. The Devil often shoots the
shells of discord into the sweet communion of soci-
ety, but courtesy catches them on the fly, and takes
out the-fuse before they explode.

MANY foolishly maintain that the law of God
in the Old Testament, only required out-
ward, formal servige; that it did not take hold on
the heart and affgctions. Every line of the Bible
contradicts this. Listen to the following : ¢ Thou
shalt Iove the Lord thy God with all thine heart.”’
Deut. 6:5. ¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as.
thyself.”” Lev. x9:18. ““Create in me a clean
heart, O God.”” Ps. s1i10. “If I regard in-
iquity in my ‘heart, the Lord will not hear me.”
Ps. 66:18. “ My son, give me thine heart.”
Prov. 23:26. Is not this heart work? Isnot this
spiritual service? The New Testament is no
clearer nor stronger upon this subject than the

Old. .
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¥ Speak thou the things which become sound dootrine.” Titug 2:1.
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THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT DAY.—B.

BY U. SMITH,

Tus sublime scene revealed to Daniel when the
Judgment was set and the books of destiny laid in
solemn pomp before the heavenly tribunal, did not
open unheralded to the world. It was meet that
the period of the investigative Judgment, when the
cases of all who have ever turned to God were to
be examined, their destiny be decided, their sins
or names be blotted from the books, the atonement
be made, the Sanctuary be cleansed, and the pro-
bation of all mankind forever closed,—it was meet
that such a period should be ushered in by a sol-
emn proclamation to the inhabitants of the world.

The work in the most holy of the heavenly Sanc-

tuary, the investigative Judgment, began, as we
have seen, at the end of thé 2300 days in 1844;
and right there the voice of a divine message was
echoing.around the world. The prophecy of this
solemn warning is found in Rev. 14: 6, 7: “And
I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them
.that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue,and people, saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and giveglory tohimg for 24e hour
of his Judgment is come; and worship Him that
" made heaven, and earth, and the $ea, and the fount-
ains of waters.”’ »

This angel preachesthegospel, and yetannounces
the coming of the hour of God’s Judgment. The
Judgment here mentioned is therefore some portion-
of'the gospel, and must take place while probation
continues. Paulsays that the gospel of Christ is
““ the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth.”” Rom. 1: 16. And he declared
that no other gospel could lawfully be preached
even by an angel from hedven, Gal.x:8. Itis
therefore an inevitable conclusion that the mes-
- sage of thé angel brought to vlew in Rev. 14: 6, 7,
represents some part of the great gospel proclama-
tion. It certainly belongs to that preaching which
is ¢¢ the power,of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth;’’ and this fact alone is conclusive
proof that this proclamation concerning the hour
of God’s Judgment must be made while human pro-
bation lasts. Two other solemn messages follow
the one recorded in verses 6 and 7; and it is ev-

“ident that the human family are still on probation

* as late as the last of these messages, which declares
that, ¢ Jfeny man worship the beast and his image,
and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,
the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of
God.”” These messages of Rev. 14 are consecu-
tive, as the prophecy plainly shows; but it is not
‘till after all these proclamations are finished that
the Son of man is seen coming upon the white
cloud to reap the harvest of the earth.

The message of verses 6 and 7, beginning to go
in great power as early as 1840, in the advent
movement of that time, reached an immense extent
and unparalleled power as the world approached
the great epoch of the ending of the days in the
autumn of 1844. As the expectation of the people
had been directed to an event which was not then
to take place, believers were thrown into great
confusion when the time passed and- the Lord did
notappear. Many entirely lost their bearings, but
some held to their anchorage that God had been in
the movement, and it must therefore have been
essentially correct. Increasinglight soon dispelled
the shadows, and solved the mystery of the non-
appearance of the Saviour. It was seen that the
time had not yet come for the Lord to appear, but
the days only marked the time for the cleansing of
the Sanctuary to begin, and for the hour of God’s
Judgment to open—the very time and work which
the message brings to view. The links of the
prophecy were again picked up with a firmer grasp ;
and the message, proclaimed at first prophetically,

"was then uttered as an accomplished fact—the
hour of his Judgment Aas come. Additional links
~‘were developed, the two messages to follow the
first were seen in their true light, and the great
truth flashed upon the mind that, while the hour
. -of God’s Judgment is passing,—during this solemn
* time,—the third message (Rev. 14: 9—12) was to
", be proclaimed to the world. o

The dawning light of the sanctuary question
revealed the true meaning of many scriptures not
apparently connected with that subject. One of
these is found in Rev. 11 : 19 : ““And the temple
of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in his temple the ark of his testament.’”” The
scene here depicted occurs under the sounding of
the last, or seventh, of the series of seven trump-
ets, which span the Christian dispensation from
the first great calamities that burst upon the old
Roman world, till human history ends amid
‘lightnings, voices, thunderings, an earthquake,
and great hail:’* This opening of the temple taking
place under the sounding of the seventh trumpet
(verse 15), it occurs near the close of this dis--
pensation. But could this opening of the temple
be understood till it was seen that there is a tab-
ernacle on high where Christ our high priest minis-

-ters,—a building which has two apartments, a first

and second, a holy and most holy, into the latter
of which Christ must go to finish his priesthood in

-the work of the atonement? That the opening of

the second apartment of the Sanctuary is what is
here brought to view is evident from what was re-
vealed therein. ‘‘There was seep. in his temple
the ark of his testament.”” But the ark never had
any other location than the most holy place. It
was fixed by divine appointment to that position.
Consider further that the most holy was opened
only for the purpose of making the atonement and
cleansing the sanctuary. The scene described in
the first-part of Rev. 11: 19, therefore took place
at the end of the 2300 days in 1844, and was the
opening of the investigative Judgment,

A matter of wonderful significance is brought
out by what John there beheld. Itis nothing less
than the fact that the great standard by which all
cases shall be tested-in that investigative Judg-
ment, now going forward, is the law of God as
written' upon the tables contained in the ark.
“ There was seen in his temple the ark of his testa-
ment.’” In the type, the priest, in the most holy
place, sprinkled the blood upon the mercy-seat,
which was the cover of the ark, Beneath which
blood-stained cover reposed the law which the peo-
ple had broken, and thus made it necessary that
blood should be shed for them. So in the temple

_above, our High Priest ministers his blood upon

the mercy-seat, the cover of that ark which John saw
in heaven, beneath which reposes God's holy and
immutable law, the standard of Judgment for all
mankind.

_That the ark as John beheld it contains the
law, is evident from the name.he gives it. The
ark was called “theark of the testament,”’ be-
cause it contained the tables of the testimony or
the law which God wrote on the tables of stone.
It was made for this very purpose, and without
the law never would or could have borne that
name. But John, beholding the ark in heaven,
under the sounding of the seventh trumpet, at the
opening of the investigative Judgment, still ap-
plies the same name, ‘¢ the ark of His testament.”’
It therefore contains the same law, jot for jot,
tittle for tittle, which He wrote with hisown hand
on Sinai.

Another conclusive .evidence that the law for
the investigative Judgment is the same as that
written on the tables of stone, lies in the fact that
Christ’s work is the antitype of the work of the
priests under the Mosaic dispensation. They
atoned for sins in figure ; Christ atones for them
in fact. But sin is the same, and the standard of
right and wrong which reveals sin is the same.
But the standard then was the law on the tables
of stone. With reference to that, the typical atone-
ment was made; with reference to the same law,
therefore, the real atonement must be made, or
Christ’s work is not the antitype of the former.
But Christ’s work is the antitype ; and the ten com-
mandments, just as written on the tables of stone,
unrepealed, unaltered in a jot or tittle, constitute
the law by which all cases will be tested in this
Judgment work,,. 4

Another portion of scripture made very clear
by this Judgment work of the Sanctuary is found
in the tenth chapter of the Revelation: ¢“And I
saw another mighty angel come down from heaven,
clothed with a cloud ; and a rainbow was upon his
head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his
feet as pillars of fire. And he had in his hand a
little book open; ‘and he set his right foot upon
the sea, and his Jeft foot on the earth. And the
angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon
the earth, lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware
by him that liveth forever and ever, who created

heaven, and the things that therein are, and the
earth, and the things that therein are, and the
sea, and the things which are therein, that there
shonld be time no longer. But in the days of the
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to
sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as
he hath declared to his servants the prophets.”’
Verses 1, 2, 5, 6.

This prophecy is simply another representation
of that movement brought to view by the first
message of Rev. 14. The angel in this chapter,
as in that, solemnly appeals to the Maker of the
heavens and the earth. The message in each case
relates to time. The angel of chapter 1o has one
foot upon the land and the other upon the sea,
showing that his message is world-wide, just. as
in chapter 14 the proclamation goes to every na-
tion. The angel of chapter 10 has in his hand a -
book open from which he proclaims his message of
time. He declares that ¢ time shall be no longer *’
—not literal time; for days are mentioned after-
ward (verse 7), and not probationary time; for
a further proclamation of the gospel is brought to
view in verse 11, but prophetic time. But itisa
fact that the longest and latest prophetic periods
are found in the prophecy of Daniel. From no
other book could he utter such a proclamation con-
cerning the close of prophetic time. But that
book was closed up and sealed to the time of the’
end. Dan. 12: 4. The fact that it was here seen
‘“open,’’ locates this message in the ¢“ time ofthe
end,” or in the last days. The angel of chapter
14 proclaims the ¢ hour of God’s Judgment come ;*’
and here again we are thrown back upon the
prophecy of Daniel ; for his is the only prophecy
which gives a prophetic period marking the be-
ginning of this hour of Judgment. This he does
give in the great prophetic period of the 2300
days of Dan. 8:14: ““Unto two thousand three
hundred days, then shall the Sanctuary be
cleansed ;' and this cleansing of the Sanctuary is,
as we have seen, a work of Judgment ; hence this
period of the 2300 days must be the very one the
angel of Rev, 1o refers to when he says that time
shall be no longer.

THE SAINTS' INHERITANCE.—9.

BY J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE THOUSAND YEARS OF REVELATION 20.

VARr1oUs opinions are extant concerning the one
thousand years. We cannot give a detailed ex-
amination of all these views, but we wish to sug-
gest some ideas, which, if received, will in them-
selyes meet the various positions concerning it.

If the saints are not to inherit the earth until it
is made new, and the earth is not made new until
the wicked are destroyed, we should at once con-
clude that the saints do not inherit it until after
the thousand years, because it is at the end of that
period that the wicked meet their doom. What,
then, is the condition of the saints during the
thousand years, and what the condition of the
earth? :

Concerning this thousand years, all are agreed
that this period when Satan is to be bound is at
the end of six thousand years from creation (which
are now nearly expired), at least there are so few
exceptions that they are of no note. The greatest
difference of ‘opinion is in regard to the work of
that period, rather than with reference to that
period itself. One class claim that this thousand
years is prior to Christ’s second advent, and that
during that time all the world is to enjoy a peace-
ful reign, having been converted at the commence-
ment of that period. Tares and wheat (righteous
and wicked) are to ‘‘grow together till the har-
vest’’ (Matt. 13: 30); so there can be no world’s
conversion prior to the burning day.
- Another class take the position that the thou-
sand years’ reign is on the earth, after the second
advent of Christ, before the earth -is renewed.
These also claim that during that reign probation
is still to continue, that the saints will reign over
and teach mortal nations, and that these mortal
nations arg to increase vastly in numbers during
that period. It is claimed that the Devil is bound
that he may not deceive these nations. If this
were the case, he is bound that he may not de-
ceive those who have never known his wiles,
The Scripture says he is bound ¢“that he should
deceive the nations 7o more, till the thousand
years should be fulfilled.”” Rev. 20:3. This:
implies that he is bound that he may not deceive
those whom he has been deceiving. At the end of

1
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that period, it seems he does deceive them all
with the idea that they can capturé the saints of
God. According to the record, the very otes
who have escaped the Devil’s deceptions for one
thousand years, at the expiration of that period
are again deceived by him, and devoured by fire
from heaven.

Some of the reasons nrged in support of this
view we will notice briefly :—

1. Two texts are read together as though they
were one,—¢ They lived and reigned with Christ
a thousand years’’ (Rev. 20:4) and “We shall
reign on the earth’’ (Chap. 5:10). Now we
fully believe the testimony of both these texts,
but they do not say the saints will reign on earth
a thousand years. They will reign on earth for-
ever and ever, but that will be in the ‘“ new earth

wherein dwelleth righteousness,”” or wherein ‘the’

righteous shall dwell.. The text does not even
say that Christ will reign on' earth a thousand
years ; but they ¢“reigned with Christ a thousand
years,"’ '

2.” It is claimed that if the saints reign a thou-
sand years; they must have somebody to reign
over, and so it is said that they must reign over
mortals, -If they cannot reign a thousand years
-unless they have mortals to reign over, how can
- they reign forever and ever without the same?

This thousand years’ reign of the saints wirk
Christ seems to be something different from the
~remainder of their reign. May it not'be that this
is the period of investigation of the cases of the
wicked of the six thousand years, and that then
those texts which seem to give the saints a part to
act in the final judgment of the wicked will have
their accomplishment? Christ said to the twelve,
“Ye shall sit upon twelve thrones, sudging the
twelve tribes of Israel.”” Matt. 19 28. This is
when he sits ‘“upon- the throne of his glory.”
St. Paul inquires, “Do ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world ? Know ye not
that we shall judge angels? how much more
things that pertain to this life?”’ 1 Cor. 6: 2, 3.
This judgmentis contrasted with judgment con-
cerning things pertaining to this life, and there-
fore we understand it to refer to a future judg-
ment. We read also in the testimony of the
psalmist, ¢ Let the saints be joyful in glory . .
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth,
and a two-edged sword in their hand, . . . to
execute upon them the judgment written; this
honor havé all the saints.”” Ps. 149:5, 6, 9.
From the above texts we see there is a work to
occupy the thousand years’ reign, although there
may be no mortal nations for the saints to reign
over during that period. The saints, it seems,
are in some way to participate with Christ in the
examination of, and passing of the sentence upon,
the wicked nations who have previously lived on
earth,

When the saints sing, ¢ We ska// reign on the
earth’’ (Rev. §5: 10), they are already kings and
priests, and are prostrating themselves before the
throne in heaven. They sing of Christ, ¢ Thou
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of
every tongue, and kindred, and people, and na-
tion.”” Although this language quoted is the
language of the four living creatures and four and
twenty elders, it is what all the saints will sing
after their final deliverance. This being so, the
saints will, at some.'time, go to heaven, and thus
prostrate themselves in adoration before the
throne. o

Those who hold to the view that the thousand
years’ reign will be on earth, generally claim that
the saints will never go to heaven; and therefore,
if they reign a thousand years, it must be on earth,
Our reply is, The word says, “They shall reign
wrrn Christ a thousand years;’’ and we shall

- proceed to show that at the commencement of the
thousand years, at* least, they are with Christ in
heaven. There is ho direct evidence to show that
the thousand years’ reign is upon earth, of that
the saints will be on earth again after their ascen-
sion, till the end of the thousand years; we have
hence concluded that the thousand years’ reign
will be in the New Jerusalem in heaven.

But we will now produce other evidence that
the saints will go to heaven. St. Paul says, ¢ The
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God; and the dead in Christ shall
rise first; then we which are alive- and remain
shatl be caught up together with them in the

- clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall

we ever be with the Lord.” 1 Thess. 4: 16, 17.

| there after I have been there.

But, says the objector, they immediately come
down again, and possess the earth. There is no
direct evidence to prove that they are on earth
again till the end of the thousand years, when the

. wicked are said to, compass ¢‘the camp of the

saints about and the beloved city.”’ Rev. 20: 9.
Another evidence that the saints are .to go to
heaven is found in the song of their redemption:
“And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with
fire; and them that had gotten the victory over
the beast, and over his image, and over his mark,
and over the number of his name, stand on the
sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they
sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and
the song of the Lamb.”” Rev. 15:2, 3. Here
is a company who are to stand (after they are re-
deemed) ‘“on the sea of glass.”’ Where is the
sea 6f glass? St. John tells us, “ After this I
looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven,
. . and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and
one sat on the throne. . . And before the throne
there was a sea of glass like unto crystal.”” Rev.
4:1~-6. There can be no mistaking the location
of the sea of glass. It is immediately before the
throne of God in heaven. Here is also dlrect
evidence that the saints will go to heaven. They
are to sing the song of their deliverance on the
sea of glass, before the throne of God in heaven.
The testimony of our Saviour to his disciples,
as recorded by St. John, is proof that the saints
will go to heaven at the second advent. We read,
‘¢ Little children, yet alittle while I am with you.
Ye shall seek me; and as I said unto the Jews,
Whither I go, ye cannot come; sonow I say to you.
Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither
goest thou? Jesus answered him, Whither I go,
thou canst not follow me now ; but thou shalt fol-
low me afterwards.”” John r3: 33-36. When our
Saviour told - the Jews, ‘¢ Whither I go ye cannot
come,”’ he said, I go unto him that sent me.”
John %: 33. Our Lord’s testimony to-St. Peter
was, Thou canst not follow me to him that sent
me—to heaven—now ; but thou shalt follow me
This -message fell
with sadness upon the disciples, and troubled
them ; but the Master immediately said, ¢‘ Let not
your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, be-
lieve also in me. In my Father's house are many
marisions } if it were not so, I would have told
you. I goto prepare a place for you. And ifI
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also.” John 14:1-3. Hereis
direct evidence that the saints will go to heaven
with Christ after his second coming.
As there is no testimony to prove that the saints
will not go to heaven with Christ after his second

adverit, we claim that the texts above quoted fully "’

prove that they will go there. The saints are to
reign with Christ a thousand years, and we have
found that they ‘commence that thousand years
before the throne 1IN HEAVEN., Who can claim that
the thousand years’ reign is on earth, with no ev-
idence that the saints are on earth again until after
the thousand years?
© It is claimed by some that there are promises
which have been made to certain natipns that
have never been fulfilled, and which cannot be
fulfiled in the new-earth state; and so must be
fulfilled during the thousand years, when the
saints will reign over mortal nations. We have
not space here to notice, one by one, those pecul-
iar promises that are spoken of, but we will pre-
sent some forcible objections to the conclusion
that they are to be fulfilled on earth during the
one thousand years. )
To claim that men can find pardon for their
sins after the second advent of Christ is not in
agreement with the plain' declaration of Holy
Writ. Says Christ, ¢ He that is unjust, let him
be unjust still ; and he which is filthy, let him be
filthy still; and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still; and he that is holy, let him be
holy still. And,. behold, I come qui¢kly.”” Rev.
22:11. From this text we learn that just pre-
vious to Christ’s coming, this solemn.decree goes
forth, showing that each class must still occipy
the position in which they are then found. If
you say the class who"are to have probation are
neither just nor unjust, we reply, There is no
such class recognized in the word of God. Says
Christ, ¢ He that is not with me, is against me;
and he that -gathereth not with me, scattereth
abroad.” :
Concerning the promises above mentioned, a
part of them. have been fulfilled. Many of them

were conditional; for the conditions were dis- .
tinctly expressed, and, as the people failed on
their part to fulfill the conditions, of course the
promises, being conditional, became null and void.
There is no principle recognized in the word
of God by which pardon can be obtained after
the second advent of Christ. It cannot be effected
by the mediation of Christ; for that ends when
he lays aside his priestly garments, and takes his
position as king. When our Saviour ceases his
mediation, he that is unrighteous must remain so
still, for mercy then no longer pleads in their be-
half. His offering will then be of no avail to
those who have not sought him, as they will be
cut off from interest in his blood by the solemn
decree, ‘¢ Let him be filthy still.”” If they offer
beasts, the blood of beasts cannot take away sins.

“Because there is no principle recognized for salva- -

tion except the blood and intercession of Jesus,
we can see no chance for salvation after that in-
tercession ends ; and if so, there can be no proba-
tion after his second advent. )

It is urged that, as the earth is the territory of
the kingdom, and the kingdom is established at
Christ’s second coming, it must be that it is estab-
lished on earth, and that the one thousand years’
reign is on earth. We do not .disagree with the
position that the kingdom is finally to fill the
earth ; for ¢“ the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven,’’
are to be given to the saints of the Most High.
It is the zew carth, however, that is to be the
inheritance of the saints. We understand that
the kingdom is established at the coming of
Christ, and that it commences” when he puts on
his kingly robes. His government, or kingdor,
is fully organized in the city above; and when
sinners are destroyed out of the earth, and the
earth made new, the dominion and greatness of
the kingdom will be under the whole heavens.

If the thousand years’ reign isin heaven, and
if the kingdom is not established on earth till after
that period, the question arises, In what condition
is the earth during thie thousand years? What-
ever condition it is placed in at the commence-
ment of that period, must be its condition to the
close, unless we have evidence to the contrary.
The prophet Isaiah gives a plain statement of the
condition in which the earth will be placed at
Christ’s coming, ‘¢ Behold, the Lord maketh the
earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it
upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhab-
itants thereof. . . The land shall*be u#terly emplied,
and utterly spoiled ; for the Lord hath spoken this
word, . . The earth also is defiled under the
inhabitants thereof; because they have trans-
gressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken
the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the
curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell
therein are desolate ; therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are burned, and few men left.”’ Isaiah
24: 1-6.

It does not say there are a few men left on the
earth, but the testimony is that the ¢ Lord maketh
the earth EmMpry.”’ ¢The land shall be wzterly
emptied,”’ etc. Then these few men left_are not
on the earth. Those then left are the saints, who,
as already shown, will go to heaven with Jesus
after his second advent. .

Again we read: ‘‘ Behold, the day of the Lord
cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger,
TO LAY THE LAND DESOLATE ; and he shall destroy
the sinners thereof out of it.’’ Isa. 13: As
the day of the Lord will desolate the land, there
will be no mortal nations then for the saints to
reign over. The wicked dead have no resurrec-
tion till the end of the thousand years; and as
the reign of the saints is with Christ, the earth
must be desolate during the thousand years.

Ir you would keep a book, and every day put
down things that worry you, and see what becomes
of them, it would be a great benefit to you. You
allow a thing to anngy you just as you allow a fly
to plague you, a,m(igihen you lose your temper and
justify yourself By being thrown off your balance
by causes which you do not trace out. But if you
would see what it was that threw you off your
balance, and put it down i your little book, and
follow it out and see what becomes of it, you would
see how foolish you were in the matter. The art
of forgetting is a blessed art, but the art of over-
looking is quite as important. And if we would
take time to write down the origin, progress, and
outcome of a few of our troubles, it would make us
ashamed of the fuss we made over them.
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CONSIDERATION OF REASONS ASSIGNED FOR
SUNDAY SACREDNESS.

TaE pouring out of the Holy Spirit on” the day of
Pentecost is supposed by many to be an ovidence in
favor of first-day sacredness. The Bible record is as
follows : “And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with onc accord in one place.
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.” Acts 2:1, 2.

It'is well to notice that not a word is said in the
text about the first day of the week. Yet this is re-
garded by the adherents of Sunday sacredness, as one
of the strongest evidences in its behalf. Itis claimed
that the disciples were assembled on this first-day sab-
bath, and that the Lord poured out his Spirit in honor
of the day and of their act, thus adding to it ssanctity
To this claim we answer : (1.) There is no evidence
whatever that there was any first-day sabbath at that
tilme to commemorate. (2.) Their being assembled
on that day was nothing more than had occurred on
each of the previous nine days, as they were all.com-
manded by the Saviour to * tarry at Jerusalem till en-
dned with power from on high.” Luke 24 :49. They
bhad been thus waiting ‘“ with one accord in prayer
and supplication,” about one hundred and twenty in
number. Acts 1:12-26. (3.) There is no hint from
the connection that ihis oceurred on the first day of
the week., If the object of God had been to honor
that day, he most assuredly would have given us in-
formation that the occurrence transpired then. (4.)
This outpouring of the Holy Spirit came, evidently, as
the antitype of the feast of Pentecost. This is doubt.
less the roason why that day is mentioned.

A strong effort is made by some to prove that Pen-
tecost cume that year upon the first day of the week,
though this is disputed by a large number of the ablest
authors, themselves observers of Sunday. The word
Pentecost signifies ¢ the fiftieth,” so many days being
reckoned from the Passover. Olshausen, the cele-
brated German commentator, says: “Now since ac-
cording to the accounts given regarding the time of the
foast, the Passover, in the year of our Lord’s death, fell
8o that the first day of the feast feli from Thursday
cvening at six o'clock till Friday evening at the same
hour, it follows, of course, that it was Friday evening at
six o’clock that the fifty days began to be counted. The
fifticth day fell, therefore, upon Saturday.” Jennings,
in ¢ Jewish Antiquities,” concludes his arguments by
saying, “The first day of Pentecost must fall on the
Saturday, or the Jewish Sabbath.” Dr. Albert Barnes
says : ““If the views of the Pharisees were followed,
and the Lord Jesus had with them kept the Passover
on Thursday, a3 many have supposed, then the day of
Pentecost wonld have occurred on the Jewish Sabbath,
that is, on Saturday. Tt is impossible to dctermine
the truth on this subject.” Dean Alford, in his “ New
Testament for English Readers,” says : “The question,
On what day of the week this day of Pentecost was,
is beset with difficulties attending the question of our
Lord’s last Passover. It appears probable, however,
that it was on the Sabbath, <. ¢., if we reckon from
Saturday the 16th of Nisan.” Prof. H. B. Hackett,
D. D., professor of Biblical Literature in Newton
Theological Tnstitute, in his “ Comments on the Orig-
inal Text of Acts,” pp. 50,- 51, thus remarks: “Itis
generally supposed that this Pentecost, signalized by
the outpouring of the Spirit, fell upon the Jewish
Sabbuth, our Saturday.” Other eminent authors—
Lightfoot, Kuindel, Hitzig, Wiesler, etc., take the
same position. 'We contlude, therefore, that taking
the authority of first- dny authors themselves, it cannot
be established that Pentecost came upon the first day
of the week at all, and if it could be so established, it
would be no evidence in behalf of Sunday sacredness.

Another claim made in bchalf of the first-day sab-
bath is this: Redemption is greatcr than creatlon,
therefore we should observe the day of Christ’s resur-
rection in preference to that of the Creator’s rest.
In reply we would say this is merely human opinion.

Not a syllable of Scripture can be found to sustain it.
Who knows that redemption is greater than creation,
since both require omnipotent power? Is man pre-
pared to decide the comparative greatness of works
that he is wholly powerless to .perform, and of which
he cannot have any adequate conception? And who
knows that God would have us keep a Sabbath to cele-
brate redemption ? Not a hint has he given us in his
word to that effect. Would he not have told us so,
had he wished us to do it ? Paul says that the Holy
Scriptures ““thoroughly furnish us unto allgood works.”
2 Tim. 8:17. As the keeping of Sunday as a sabbath
in honor of the work of redemption is in no instance
implied in God’s word, we must conclude that it is not
a “good work.” Every religious institution of divine
appointment, has for it the authority of God’s word.

But there is none for the observance of a day to com-,

memorate redemption. Such observance must there-
fore be merely “‘will worskip.” But we inquire, Is re-
demption yet completed?—Certainly not, while our
earth groans under the curse, and the people of God are
either waiting in the grave for the final resurrection,
or are living in a world of wickedness, longing for im-
mortality. It is most surely out of place to appoint a
mecmorial to -commemorate a work yet unfinished.
Christ our Advocate still intercedes for us while we
‘‘groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption ; to
wit, the redemptlon of our body.” Rom. 8:23, Our
friends are at least sighteen centuries too early in ap-
pointing their redemption sabbath,

And even if a day was to be appointed to commem-
orate Christ’s work in redemption at his first advent,
should it not be the day of his crucifixion rather than
of his resurrection ? The Bible nowhere says we have
redemption through his resurrection ; but it does say,
“In whom we have redemption through his blood.”
Eph. '1:7. Again, “Thou wast slain and hast re-
deemed us to God by thy blood.” Rev. 5:9, Christ
shed hig blood (the great agent in our redemption) on
Friday, the sixth day of the week. The death of
Christ is the most marvelous event ever beheld in this
world. It is not surprising that God should raise his
Son ffom the grave after he had died for the sins of
men ; but it is mercy most astonishing that he should
ever consent that his ‘“ only begotten Son ™ should die
thatignominious death on the cross. Shallwe therefore

keep Friday as a sabbath to commemorate this ‘sub-

lime act of mercy and love $—Oh, no. God hasinsti-
tuted his own memorials to commemorate this as well
as other important events. The Lord’s supper an-
swers this purpose. ‘‘For as often as ye eat this bread,
and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till
he come.” 1Cor. 11:28. In baptism we have a
beautiful and appropriate memorial of Christ’s burial
and resurrection, “Know ye not, thatso many of usas

_were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into. his

death ? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism
into death ; that Uke as Chrisi was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if wec have been planted to-
gether in the likeness of his death, we shall be also inthe
likeness of his resurrection.” Rom. 6:8-5; Col. 2:
12, How beautifully fitting is this act to commemo-
rate Christ’s resurrection !

We shall find, if we invcstigate the subject of God’s
memorials, in his word, that there is always a peculiar
fitness—a likeness, a similarity—between the., memo-
rial and the thing commemorated by it. This princi-
ple is illustrated by the creation Sabbath, the rest sig-
nifying a completed work; the rite of circumcision,
a circle cut in the flesh signifying the surrounding
of Abraham’s seed, with peculiar providences as his pe-
culiar people; the feast of the Passover and the
sprinkling of blood, bringing forcibly to view the flee-
ing out of Egypt, and the act of the destroying angel
in passing over the houses of the children of Israel,
thus saving their first-born; the feast of taberna-
cles, bringing to view their dwelling in tents; the
joyful sending of gifts in the feast of purim, the
gladness felt at their great escape from the malice
of Haman. So of the Lord’s Supper and baptism.
Every Bible memorial is appropriate.

But how about this man-made memorial of Sunday-
keeping ? What fitness is there in keeping as the
Sabbath a day of rest every seven days to celebrate
the resurrection of Christ, as a part of the work of re-
demption, yet incomplete ? 'We have seen that the
real resurrection day was a very busy one, the disci-
ples preparing their drugs to do a hard day’s work
in embalming his body, hunting here and there to find
him ; two of them traveling fifteen miles on foot, Jesus
doing the same ; a day of anxiety, for they did not be-

lieve he was riscn until just as the day was closing; no
religious meétings or public speaking, What likcness
of manner is there between the day most Christians
keep as & Sabbath, and the original day they propose
to keep in memory by it? In order for it to be a
fitting memorial, it should be true that.the work of
redemption occupied six days, and that Christ rested
the day following-—something no person ever claimed.
And as baptism is a incinorial of Christ’s resurrection,
we should, in that case, have two memorials of one
and the same event—a thing unprecedented in the
Scriptures. We therefore conclude that the claim
that Sunday is set apart to commemorate redegaption,
is absurd and entirely contrary to the facts in the
case. G. I B,

SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

Somn weeks since, there was published in the Sroxne
a series of .articles on the *‘Signs of the Times,”
which we trust were carcfully noted by our readers.
We are constrained to speak further on this subject,
hoping to impress more firmly the minds of our read-
ers with the necessity of studying these signs, with a
view of ascertaining their significance. 8o common
has-the expression “ Signs of the Times” becoms,
that men use it almost without thought, and let it
pass as without meaning. But if it means anything,
it means a great deal. A sign, in the sense here used,
is that Which foretokens or gives evidence of coming '
events. A sign of the times is that which marks
any particular time, as showing its relation to times
past or future.

In order that we may have signs, there must be a
prediction of future ¢vents, the approach of which is
to be from time to time foretokened or indicated by
other events. But these other events must also be
foretold, or they could not be signs. For instance,
we might have the most startling phenomens in na-
ture ; but they would be without significance respect-
ing what is before us, unless it had been foretold that
certain events were to occur, and that their approach
should be marked by these abnormal exhibitions,
But these signs, being thus foretold, become them-
selves predictions, and their accomplishment a fulfill-
ment of prophecy.

The signs of the times, therefore, are mmply those
prophecies which are fulfilling in our own day, which

.show that the time has come, or is at hand for the

fulfillment of other predictions which stand in the
gsame chain of events. Signs of the times are them-
selves prophecies of what is before us, and they are
the seat which God sets to what has been declared in
the past. They are the solemn voice of God to us as
if he were himself now walking through the land reit-
erating the declaration of his prophets of old, and
proclaiming the truthfulness of his word to all the
inhabitants thereof,

Therefore, one Well-deﬂned, clearly-established sign
of the times, is an event of immense importance. It
ought to arrest the attention of all mankind, and be
with them the chief topic of interest. Neglect of
this will be no less a subject of censure in this gen-
eration than it was with the Jews, whom Christ re-
buked for not discerning the signs of their day, Nor
will such neglept tesult less fatally now than then.
And ig there such a sign existing in our day ? Every
student of prophecy knows that thecre is not merely
one but a whole array of them, not ambiguous and
indistinct, but clear, prominent, and startling. Yet
the mass of mankind shut their eyes to these things;
professed Christians ignore them ; and all 1mmed1
ately set about the work of trying to account for,
and explain away any unusual occurrence, instead of’
considering what lessons of instruction they are to
draw from it. They would fain persuade themselves
that the moral darkness and gloom, which they are
constrained to admit is everywhere spreading and
deepening, is but the blackness of a transient cloud,
which will soon give way to the clear blaze of millen-
nial glory. And thus they blind their eyes to the
view as it really is, and wait for that sudden destruc-
tion, which the apostle declarcd should come upon
men just when they had yielded themselves to the
fast embrace of fatal delusion.

The signs of these times are events which are laid
down in the prophetic word as tokens of the near
approach of the great consummation, and the open-
ing of eternal scenes. To forewarn mankind of the
coming of thls eventful day, the world was to exhibit
remarkable phases, and witdess remarkable scenes,
These may be classified under four general heads :—
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1. Unusual occurrences and phases in the religious
and moral world ;

2. Remarkable advancement and discoveries in the
scientific world ;

3. Unpre(,edc,nted activity and threatening move-
ments in the political world; and— °

4. Btrange and startling phenomena in the natural
world.

That the state of things here indicated does exist
in all these divisions, no one will deny, who is ordi-
narily well-read in reforence to passing events.
‘Wherever we may look, there i8 no lack of occur-
rences calculated to excite wonder, and élicit com-
ment. JXivery literary vehicle is londed with them ;

- every mouth is full of them. Why all do not look
upon them in the same light as the student of proph-
ecy, is because they are either ignorant of the fact
that these things are pointed out in prophecy as
tokens of the coming end, or are unwilling to admit
the application of the prophetic declarations to them.
The former, however, is largely the prevailing cause ;
for when a person will eandidly compare the words
of prophecy with the present state of. the world in all
its divisions, he can but sce such a faithful corre-
spondence between them, as to be convinced that
these are verily the things which the prophets have
said should come to pass. No, the masses are not
aware of what the prophets hiave spoken ; and hence,
although they are struck with wonder'at the unusual
occurrences and strange events-of this time, they fail
to see their significance, and realize their impor-
tance. But it is not sufficient merely to haveattention
aroused and wonder execited ; for men may wonder

at the remarkable works of God, and view with

astonishment the stately march of fulfilling propheey,
and knowing not its significance, may, with gll their
wonder and astonishment, perish at last. U. 8.

——e

TALMAGE ON THE MATERIALITY OF HEAVEN.

IN a rec#t sermon while at the Thousand Islands
in the St. Lawrence River, Mr. Talmage made some
good points in favor of-the materiality of both the
saints aihd their home hereafter. His subject was the
city of the New Jerusalem. Among other things,
he said :—

““¢There i8 no such city,” says the undevout astron-
omer. ‘I have stood in high towers with a mighty
telescope, and swept the heavens, and I have seen
spots on the sun and caverns in the moon; but no
towers have ever risen on my vision, no palaces, no
temples, no shining streets, no massive wall. There
is no such city.’ Even very good people tell me
that heaven is not a material organism, but a grand
gpiritual fact, and that the Bible descriptions of it
are in all-cases to be taken figuratively. Iureply to
this, I bring what Olwist said, and he ought to know :

- “1 go to prepare’—not a theory, not a principle, not
a sentiment, ‘but ‘I go to prepare a place for .you.’
The resurrccted body implies this, If my foot is tobe
reformed from the dust, it must have something to
tread on. If my hand is to be re-constructed, it must
have something to handle, If my eye, having gone
out in death, is to be re-kindled, I must have some-
thing to gaze on. Your adverse theory seems to im-
ply that the resurrected body is to be hung on noth-
ing, or to walk in air, or to float amid the 1ntang1bles
You may say, If there be material organism, then a
soul in heaven will be cramped and hindered in- its
enjoyments. But I answer: Did not Adam and Eve
have plenty of room in the garden of Eden? Al-
though only a few miles would have described the cir-
cumference of  that place, they had ample room.
And do you not suppose that God in the immensities

- can build a place large enough to give a whole race
room, even though there be material orgamsm 2”7

I wish that theologians would always talk as good
sense a8 this, and ag much in harmony with the teach-
ings of the Bible. If there is any one thing that the
Bible plainly teaches above another, it is that heaven

_is a real, material place ; that God and the angels are
real, material beings, having form and shape and
personality ; that the righteous hereafter-will have
flesh, bones, bodies, shape, and form ; that they will
eat and drink, and be real beings just as they are now ;
that the city of God whcre they shall live, will have
mansions, and the new earth on which they shall
dwell, will be real. All these will be just as tangible
and material as they are now. There will be water,
and flowers, and trees, and fruits, and animals. How
delightful it will be to live in such a home as that,
where there is no sickness, no sin, and no death!
John Wesloy and Martin Luther and many of the
great lights in the church have held to this plain,
pimple. doctrine. The vague theories of an imma-
terial soul have done much to. obscure these grand
doctrines of the Bible. We are glad, therefore, now

and then, fo see a plain statement like this from some
of the popular ministers. Itis well known that Mr.
Moody holds the same views. In his little book enti-

tled ‘“Heaven,” he has spoken very decidedly as to the
materiality of that place. He says: ‘“ We believe
this is just as much a place and- just as much a city
as New York is, or London, or Paris.” 8o we be-
lieve, and so the Bible teaches. D, M. C.

HOW MUCH JEWISH?

Somz object to keeping the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment, claiming that ‘it is Jewish.” This
objection is fairly met by showing that the Sabbatical
institution dates back to creation, when ““ the Sabbath
was made for man”—for Adam and' all his posterity ;
that Jew comes from Judah, who was born 2,226 years
after the creation, and thus the distinction of Jews
and Gentiles did not exist for more than two thousand
years after the day of rest was blessed and sanctified ;
and that the seventh day is never called in the Bible a
Jewish Sabbath, or the Sabbath of the Jews, or of the
Greeks, or of the Romans, but is always and invaria-
bly called “ the Sabbath of the Lord.”

Some years ago, at a railway station, a gentleman
asked me a few questions about the Sabbath in the
presence of two clergymen, which I answered, prov-
ing by the Scriptures that the seventh day of the week
is the only Bible Sabbath, and that it is enforced by the
fourth precept of the decalogue, and is binding upon
Christians in this dispensation; while there is no
scriptural or ingpired authority for the obscrvance of
Sunday as a Sabbath, or a holy day, or the Lord’s day,
whereupon one of the preachers aflirmed that Christ
broke the seventh-day Sabbath ; and in the very next
breath, he assertcd that the ten commandments were
abolished at the cross.

I asked him if he really held these two positions,
when he answered in the afirmative. Buf soon after,
he was led to admit that his views would make our
Saviour a transgressor .before the cross, making it
needful for himn to die for his own sins, although we
read that he did no sin, neither was guile found in
his mouth, etc. He further admitted that if, because
the law is abolished, we are at liberty to -break the
Sabbath preecept, for the same reason we are also at
liberty to break any other precept of the decalogue—
to kill, commit adultery, steal, covet, ete.

But the other preacher would not have the contro-
versy end thus. Saidhe, ““That Sabbath is Jewish, and
our friend might as well be a Jew and hold to eircuneis-
ion also.” I replied, How much Jewish ? The word
reads ““ The seventh day is the’ Sabbath [not of the
Jews, but] of the Lord thy God.” It is no more Jew
ish than ‘our Bible, which is certainly not for the Jews
exelusively, or than the God of :the Bible, who rested
upon the seventh day, etc, Who were the inspired
writers, the prophets, patriarchs, Christ, and his apos-
tles ? They were Jews, and salvation is of the Jews.
To keep the moral precepts acceptably, the rest day
of God’s own appointment not excepted, we need not
be Jews outwardly, neither have that circumcision
which is outward in the flesh ; but we need to be Jews
inwardly, and to have that circumcision which is of the
heart, in the spirit, ctc. Rom. 2:28, 20. Again,
“ Circumeision is nothing, and uncircumeision is noth-
ing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.”
1 Cor. 7:19.

A. C. BourRDEAU.

“SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES.”

Tae simplicity of Scripture i8 a theme of frequent
encomium ; nor is there any danger that it will be too
highty appreciated; but there is a danger that it may
be too exclusively appreciated. The Bible is s0 sim-
ple that he who runs may read ; but it is so difficult
that only he who sits long and thoughtfully over it
may most profitably study it ; it yields its  ripest and
best fruit only to the student. It js like a fruitful
fleld which gives a rich yield even to the hoe, but best
repays the deep ploughing; or like a gold country,
where the mere superficial traveler may pick up shin-
ing particles of the precious metal in the sand, but
where only the miner with pick and hammer, break-
ing up the hard quartz, gets the best nuggets.

We give three reasons why you should make the
Bible not merely a reading book, but also a study
book :—

1. It does not present truth built'into systems, but
in fragmentary and isolated forms, which leaves us to
gather and to put together. There is a system in it,
a8 there is a house in the forest which the wood-cut-
ter and carpenter must comstruct. If the Apostles
Creed were the whole of Christianity, it would be easy
to commit Christianity to memory. But God has not
given us truth thus in epitome. Moses comes bring-
ing it in law ; David comes singing it; Isaiah comes

bringing the glorious vision of it ; Paul comes preach-
ing it : Christ lives it. If any one asks ‘what are the
essential principles of our American Government, he
must go to the founders,-and read and compare the
words of Washington and Jefferson and Madison and
Hamilton ; and if one would know what are the es-
sential principles of the Christian religion, he must go
to the Book and cull and compare the various utter-
ances of its various writers, He no more gets the true
meaning of the Bible who merely reads without such
a process of comparison and construction than he
knowg astronomy who merely looks at the stars.

2. The Bible i8 a book of seed thoughts. It is not
God’s substitute for thought, but God’s inspiration to .
thinking. There are two full-fledged birds in it that
sing like the twenty-third psalm ; but there are also
nests of eggs, like the book of proverbs, that need our
incubation. It abounds with apothegms, parables,
proverbs, and paradoxes, which do not reveal their
meaning at a glance. The sermon on the mount is a
model of simplicity in preaching. But therc are
verses in it which do not disclose their meaning with-
out much pondering and comparison with other
scriptures. Take, for example, the precept, ** Judge
not that ye be nov judged.” It is"but a superficial
view which sees in this command only a warning
against censorious judgments. What more does it
mean ? Take your concordance, examine every pas-
sage where the verb “ judge ” appears, and decide for
yoursclf,

8. The themes of which the Bible treats are the
grandest in the realin of thought. They transcend
the reason ; they transcend the imaglination. It deals
with experiences which defy description, with a heart-
life which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor the im-
agination of man conceived. It deals with the invisible *
world, in which every new discovery opens boundless
fields for further discovery still beyond.

Take the simplest and most fundamental truth in
the Bible. the existence, character, and attributes of a
living, personal, present God, a God regnant in nature,
a God dwelling in the hearts of those that will humbly
receive him. The utinost study never can fathom the
depths of the Divine Being; never can measure the
length and breadth and depth and hight of the love of
God. The mere reader of the Bible is like the mere
traveler on the ocean, who sees the surface of the waves.
The student of the Bible is like one who takes meas-
uring instruments and sounds the ocean depths, and
studies its hidden currents, and brings from its depths
its secret treasures. It is only by the study of the
Bible that its teachings concerning the character of
the incomprehensible God can ever be understood ;
and no study can ever exhaust the theme.—Sel,

_ THOUGHTS ON PRACTICAL SUBJECTS.

BSTRIKE SOMEWHERE.

My friend, if you ever mean to do anything, do
not be everlastingly deciding about it. Begin some-
where ; hit something. This age is not made for
slow, hesitating men. You have not time to stop to
consult with your brother, and uncle, and first
cousin, and particular friend, and everybody, before
you begin. The first you know, your time for useful-
ness will have run out, and you will be lamenting
what you might have done if you had only gone
about it long before.

POLITENESS,

‘““True courage and courtesy go hand in hand.
The great men are the most forgiving and anxious
to avoid quarrels. It was said of Sir John Franklin
that he was a man who never turned his back upon
a danger; yet he was of that tenderness that he
would not brush away a mosquito.” Bravery and
courtesy generally go hand in hand. What is court-
esy ?—Simply the application of the golden rule to
all our social conduct. It is real kindness kindly ex-
pressed. Such politeness never ean be acquired by
merely studying rules in books of decorum. These,
good in themsgelves, only furnish the husk. The real
heart and life of true courtesy must come from a
good heart, an earnest desire to please, profit, and
benefit others, even at the cost of self-denial. Haw-
thorne once said that God may forgive sins, but awk-
wardness has no forgiveness in heaven or earth.
Good manners, in fact, are closely allied to good
morals. An awkward, ill-mannered person, how-
ever good his desires are, is liable to do harm and
give offense when he would really like to make good -
impressions. Thus it appears that a knowledge of
politeness and how to exhibit it, is invaluable, under
all circumstances.
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WHERE ARE THE DEPARTED DEAD?

BY D. M. CANRIGHT.

Texrt: “Tor the living know that they shall die; but the dead
know not anything, neither have they any more a reward; for'the
memory of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished.” Eccl. 9:5, 6.

We have usually been taught that when the body
dies the real man does not die, but lives right
on;—thinks, acts, loves, and hates in heaven or hell
just as actually as while in the body upon earth.
But is this true? Many false doctrines have been
taught in the world ; maynot this be one of them?
What proof do we have that a man lives aftet we
have seen him di Observation teaches us all
that he is really dead. Every day we see mendie.
Did any person ever see anything leave the body
at death ?~—No, not in a single case. Has a hu-
man soul or spirit, separate from the body, ever
been seen by ahy one P—No, never. So far, then,
as actual sight and observation go, all the evidence
is against this popular doctrine.

Reason is against it. How can a man think
without brains, walk without feet, se€ without eyes,
hear without ears? It is absurd, and contrary to
all reason. But-does not the Bible teach that the
dead are conscious?—No, not in a single text;
but it everywhere teaches just the reverse, as I can
readily show you. If the dead live right on, and
go to heaven or hell as soon as they die, what need
is there of a future Judgment? Is it reasonable to
believe that God would send a man to hell be-
fore he was judged, and after he had been there a
thousand years in torment, bring him out and
judge him? Sce 2 Pet. 2:9. Would you hang
. aman and then judge him? Is it not absurd to
believe that God would take a man to heaven
for thousands of years, and then bring him down
from heaven, and judge him to see if he ought to
go there? This is too absurd to be believed.
See Rev. 11: 18, .

Again, if the soul or spirit can live just as well
out of the body as in the body, or perhaps even
better; if it can be like an angel, can fly rapidly
from one place to another, can live, and think,
and act, and be so exceedingly happy without the
body; and if the body, as many preach, is only a
prison-house, a cage and a clog to the soul,—what -
is the usé of a resurrection of this ‘body? See 1
Cor. 15:32. Why raise the body and put the
soul back into it again? or, why was the soul ever
put into the body at all, if it could do better with-
out it? Yet no doctrine of the Scriptures is
plainer than that of the resurrection of the dead
at the last day. See 1 Cor. 15.

Then, again, if the saints as soon as they die go
up to heaven, where Jesus is, and where they can
enjoy all the glory and happiness of heaven, what
will they care for the second coming of Christ?
Yet all the Bible writers were constantly wish-
ing for it, longing for it, and praying for it.»
See Heb. g¢:28. These fundamental doctrines
of the Bible—the Judgment, the resurrection,
and the second advent-are all set aside and
destroyed by the doctrine of the conscious state
of the dead.

The Bible directly asserts that the wicked are
reserved unto the day of Judgment to be punished.
¢« The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of Judgment to be punished.”” 2z Pet. 2:9.
See also Job 21: 28-32; Rev. zo: 12, 13. Now,
if the wicked are reserved till the Judgment to be
punished, they certainly are not being punished
in hell before that time. This is so plain that any
child can see it, and so reasonable that everybody
ought to believe it.

Another plain fact which clearly shows that the
righteous do not go to heaven when they die, is
that they are not to be rewarded till the second
advent, the resurrection, and the Judgment. If
they went to heaven at death, they would have
thousands of years of reward before the Judgment.
But now see how plainly this doctrine is every-
where taught, that the time of reward is not at
death, but at the Judgment: ‘‘For the Son of
man shall come in the glory of his Father with
his angels; and #zenx he shall reward every man
according to his works.”” Matt. 16: 27. When
will every man be rewarded P—At the coming of
Christ. ¢ For thou shalt be recompensed at the
resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:14. When
will you be recompensed P—At the resurrection.
No promise of it before. “And when the Chief
Shepherd shall appear, ve shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away,’”’ 1 Pet.5:4. When

will you get your crown?—When the great Shep-
herd comes, not till then. .

¢ And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is
come, and the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, and that thou shouldst give reward
unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints,
and them that fear thy name, small and great.”’
Rev. xx:18. When will the Lord’s saints, small

.and great, be rewarded P—When the time comes

to judge the dead. How plain is this doctrinel
Scores of texts all through the Bible might be
given, teaching the same thing. But if this be
true, then it cannot be true that the righteous go
to heaven when they die. Well, if men do not
go to heaven or hell at death, where do they go?
Let the Bible answer this question, and it will do
so in very plain terms. o

1. It says that they are dead. Death is thus
defined by Webster: “The extinction of life.”
Notice the following plain- declarations: ‘¢ For
Naboth is not alive, but dead.”” 1 Kings 21: 15,
“Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness,

and are dead’’ John 6:49. “David . 7. is
both dead and buried.” Acts 2: 29. ¢ The
dead in Christ shall rise first.”” 1 Thess. 4: 16.
““He being dead yet speaketh.” Heb. 11: 4.
““ Abraham is dead, and the prophets.”” John
8:52. ‘‘Lazarusis dead.” Johm r1r:14. How

plain are these declarations,—David is dead, Laz-
arus is dead. And death is an extinction of life.
Then all these men are dead, and not alive.

2. They are in the grave. Nothing is more
plainly stated than this. We will quote several
scriptures upon this point. The reader will no-
tice that it does not say simply that the body is in
the grave, but it says that Zke man, the person
himself, is there. It does not say that a part of
man goes there, or that the house that the man
lived in goes there, but it says that he himself,
the man proper, is there. Notice carefully these
scriptures: ¢“ Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return.”” Gen. 3:19. Who was to return
to dust P~—The conscious, intelligent, responsible
man Adam. To Abraham, God said, ‘“ And thou
shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be
buried in a-good old age.” Gen. 15:13.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest.”” Eccl. 9g:10. What is going into
the grave P~—That part of man which is capable
of having knowledge, wisdom, devices, etc.
“Thy dead men shall live, together with my
dead body shall they arise.’”’ Isa. 26:19. No-
tice, it is men who are dead, as well as bodies.
¢ And many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake.”” Dan. 12:2. ‘“The hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear bis voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life ; and they that have done evil, unto the res-
urrection of damnation.”” John §:28, 29. Who
are in the grave —They that have donecevil and
they that have done good,—intelligent, responsi-
ble men. ¢“And devout men carried Stephen to his
burial, and made great lamentation over him.”
Acts 8:2. Who was buried P—The martyr Ste-
phen—not simply Stephen’s body, but Stephen
himself. The reader will readily remember scores
of texts through the Bible making the same state-
ments.

3. The dead know nothing,—have no thoughts.
This is an important proposition, which we wish
the reader to distinctly notice, ¢ Put not your
trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom
there is no help. His breath goeth forth, he re-
turneth to his earth-; 2 that very day, his thoughts
perish.”’  Ps. 146: 3, 4. In the very day a'man
dies, his thoughts perish, Can a man be in
heaven or hell alive, and have no thoughts?
“For. the living know that they shall die; but
the dead know not anything, neither have they
any more a reward ; for the memory of them is
forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and
their envy, is now perished.”” Ecclk g¢:35, 6.
What do the dead know? The declaration is
positive,—they ‘‘know not anything.”” ~ Says one,
This is the body. No, it cannot be; for the
next verse says, “ Also their love, and thetr hatred,
and their enyy, is now perished’’ Men love and
hate with the mind ; hence it is the mind of man
which is referred to. “The dead praise not the
Lord, neither any that go down into silence.”
Ps. x15: 17. ¢ For in death there is no remem-
brance of thee; in the grave who shall give thee
thanks?”’ Ps, 6:5. ‘“Let the wicked be

ashamed, and let them' be silent in the grave.”
Ps. 31:17. ¢ For the grave cannot praise thee,
death cannot celebrate thee.”” Isa. 38:18. All
these scriptures plainly state.that after death men
have no thoughts, know nothing, are not intellj-
gent anywhere, or in any manner.

4. The dead are asleep. We all know that in
perfect, sound sleep there is no thought, not even
a dream,- We are simply unconscious, It is a
well-known fact that the Lord everywhere uses
sleep to describe the state of the dead. A person
in sound sleep is peacefully, quietly resting, with
1o sorrow, no trouble.  Carefully read the follow-
Ing scriptures:——

““So David slept with his fathers, and was bur-
ied in the city of David.”” 1 Kings2:10. “And
Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in
the city of David 'his father.’” 1 Kings 11: 43.
¢¢ And Hezekiah slept with his fathers.”” 2 Kings
2021, ““For now shall I sleep -in the dust.”
Job 7:2x, ““So man lieth down and riseth not ;
till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep.”” Job 14:12.
* And many of them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and
some to shame and everlasting contempt.”” Dan.
12:2. ‘“And when he was come in, he saith unto
them, Why make ye this ado, and weep? The
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.”” Mark g : 39.
¢ These things said he; and after that he saith
unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go
that I may awake.him out of sleep. . . . Then
said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead.”’
John 11:131, 14. ¢“After that, he was seen of
above five hundred brethren at once; of whom
the greater part remain unto this present, but
some are fallen asteep. . . . Then they also which
are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. . . . But
now is Christ risen from the dead, and become
the first-fruits of them that slept. . . . Behold, I
show you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed.” 1 Cor. 1546, 18, 20,
51. ““ But I would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God

-bring with him, For this we say unto you by the

word of the Lord, that we which are alive and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord shall not pre-
vent them which areasleep.”” 1 Thess. 4: 13-135.

If the saints are dead, they are not alive. If
they are in the grave, they are not in heaven. If
they have no thoughts, then they are not thinking.
If they know nothing, then they are not intelli-
gent. If they are asleep, then they are not awake,
If they are to be rewarded at the Judgment, they
are not being rewarded now, Dear reader, this
is the doctrine which we believe and teach. Isit
not the doctrine of the Bible? '

But it is said that this is such a dark, gloomy
prospect, to sleep for ages in the cold grave. If
this be so, it is no evidence that it is not the truth;
for many things are true which are véry undesir-
able, such as sin, war, sickness, and death. We
must not decide what is truth by our desires. But
look on the other side. The popular theoty is
that the wicked go into hell torments as fast as
they die. The majority die wicked. * Every day
souls are falling into hell. Millions are writhing
there now in unutterable woe. Is not this dark?
How much better to know that all are quietly
resting in slumber. In sleep there is no con-
sciousness of the Japse of time, A thousand years
would seem no longer than one day to them.
Then eternity will be long enough for the saints.
We sleep here one-third of our time. Do we
think this terrible?—No. In fact, it is the most
consoling thought imaginable to know that our
friends are sweetly resting near us. We know
just where they are and how they are.

et o P

Homiuiry is perpetual quietness of heart. It
is to have no trouble. ' It is never to be fretted, or
vexed, or irritated, or sore, or disappointed. It
is to expeot nothing ; to feel nothing done against
me. It is to be at rest when nobody praises me,
and when I am blamed and despised. It is to
have a blessed home in myself, where I can go in
and shut the door, and kneel to my Father in gecret,
and be at peace as in a deep sea of calmness, when
all around and above me is troubled. Let us bear
in mind that whogoever shall exalt himself shall
be abased ; and he that shall humble himself shall
be exalted. '
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| mothgr who leaves her children half-orphans to at-

" whom he happened to meet on the highway, and

" gpent ; he does not carry it beyond his native land.

Oor. 15, 1886.]
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DAILY WORK.

In t{w name of God advancing,
Sow thy seed at morning light ;
Cheerily the furrows turning,
Labor on with all thy might.
Look not to the far-off future,
Do the work which nearest lies .-
Sow thou must beYore thon reapest,
Rest at last is labor's prize.
Standing stili is dangerons ever,

Toll 1s meant for Chrlstians now 3
Let there be, when evening conieth,

Honest sweat upon thy brow,
And the Master shail come smiling,
At the sctting of the sun,
Saying, as he pays thy wages,
s GGood and faithful one, well done ™
. —&rom the Qerman,

BEGIN AT JERUSALEM. :

In the first fervor of a new love, the young
Christian desires to do some great thing for Christ.
"This is a mistake ; he had better do a great many
little things. This is at once more difficult and
more important. He looks about him for a new
way of serving Christ ; he had better look about
him for opportunities of serving in old ways. Re-
ligion, like charity, begins at home ; though neither
ends there. If every villager will make his own
door-yard neat, and plant trees in front of his own
lot, there will be no need of a Village Improvement
Society. There is a sense in which “Take care
of number one” is & good motto. If he that pro-
vides not for his own household is worse than an
unbeliever, it does not follow, as some people seem
to imagine, that he who provides for his'own house-
hold is better than a Christian ; but nevertheless
in his own household is the place to begin. The
man who does not conduot family devotions at
home, and goes to protracted meetings throughout
the week, makes a poor exchange; so does the

tend to the interests of the naked children of Bor-
rioboologa. It is true that some Christian activ-
ity outside the home makes the healthiest state of
Christian activity within the home ; but it is also
true that doing great things in the parish is & poor
excuse for doing nothing in the family. The place
to begin Christian activity is just where you are
—with your pregent companions, in your present
circle, availing yourself of your present opportuni-
ties. The best infant clags a mother can teach is
the one God has given her. ' .
Christ's teaching illustrates this principle. His
illustrations of charaoter to be commended were
drawn from the common deeds of common life: a
steward faithful in the administration of his lord’s
estate ; a servant, not eating and drinking, but
giving out the food intrusted to him in due season ;
a traveler picking up a fellow-traveler in distress,

helping him to the nearest inn, And Christ’s ex-
ample enforces his precept. He went about doing
good ; but he either sought or made great occasions.
He proached a few sermons—five or six in all ;
most of what we call his discourses. were conversa-
tions. He meets a woman at a well, and makes a
request for & drink of water serve the purpose of
spiritual instruction. He sits down, an invited
_ guest, at the table of a Pharises ; the conversation
does not carry him along into talk about society
and business and earthiness—he onrries it along
to heavenly things. And yet even this he does
by telling his followers what sort of parties to give,
and whom to invite. He sits down with his friends
at the Paschal supper, the annual feast of his na-
tion, and the turn he gives to the occasion invests
it with a new meaning, and converts the national
feast into the great festival of ‘Christendom. His
words then, and on'a previous occasion, transform
the mere animal act of eating into a divine sacra-
ment. He doos not seek to carry his followers
away from the common activities of life ; he illu-
minates them, and makes them sacred by the spirit
with which he' irradiates them. He beging his
ministry in the provinece where his boyhood was

"This is not because his sympathies were narrow
and provincial, but because what his hand found

k

to do he did with all his might, sure that others

would be ready to do the larger work when the
time came.
to go to Rome.

o It ig true that it is not given to Christ’s follow-
ers to equal their Master. He possessed. what,
for want of a better designation, we may call spir-
itual genius, one such as no one of his followers
has ever equaled. We.cannot hope to give equal
elevation to the request for a drink of water or to
the eating of bread at the supper-table ; but we
may follow him, even though it be afar off. We
may endeavor, not so much to find great opportu-
nities for doing good, as to do good to all men as
we have the opportunjty. We may make it our
ambition to carry into all of life such an elevation

|| of charagter that we shall elevate every occasion

and every individual. "Xf Chrigt is in us, we shall
do this whether we try or no.——Christian Union.

Gop holds the person of one talent just as
responsible for its proper use as he does the man
who has ten, - .
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" THE FIELD IS THE WORLD.”
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"PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE.
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U= Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last issue :—

ARkANsas.—Elds. J. G. Wood and J. W. 8coles

‘hold meetings at Hindsville, one result being a com-

pany of fifteen believers ready for chureh organiza-
tion.

CAnapA.—Five converts reported at Ways’' Mills,
ag a result of tent meetings; tent meetings held at
Coaticook. :

Cororapo.—J. D. Pegg gives a course of lectures
at Fort Collins, one result being a company of sixtecn
believers.

DenMARK.—EId. Matteson reports general progress
in the work throughout Denmark.

DELAWARE.—Meetings held at Harrington by Vie-
tor Thompson and D. C. Babcock, result in awaken-
ing a wide-spread interest in the doctrines preached,
and some have embraced them. .

FrANCE.—The tent meetings at Nimes result in fif-
teen converts ; further meetings held at Vergeze.

ITaLy.—A. C. Bourdeau holds interesting meetings
in the tent at Saint Germain, with a good prospect of
success.

TIowa.—Tent meetings held at Atalissa.

INDIANA.—Twelve believers at Logansport sign the
church covenant; C. F. Jenkins reports several be-
lievers in Newton county ; thirty believers reported at
Homer ; twenty-six sign the church covenant at Wal-
dron.

KEnTucKY.—Meetings held at Adairville and Keys
burg, by Elds. Osborn and Garrett, result in several
conversions. ‘

Kansas.—Elds. Gibbs and Rogers hold a series of
meetings at Sterling, resulting in sixteen believers;
W.D. Curtis reports fifteen Sabbath-keepers at To-
peka, as the result of meetings held there; ten new
members added to the church at Olney; twenty-two

‘ believers sign the covenant at Altoona, as a result of

meetings held by Elds. Barton and Page ; seven addi-
tional converts among the colored population of
Topeka. :

Loursiana.—T. H. Gibbis reports that success con-
tinues to attend the mission work in N®w Orleans,
and that eleyen new accessions have recéntly been
made to the company of believers in that city.

MinnesoTAa.—Camp-meeting held at Owatonna,
where twelve new believers are repdrted.

MicuieAN.—Tent-meetings held at Morrice result
in seventeen converts; a company of twenty-three
believers raised up at Bear Lake ; several converts re-
ported at Onekama; camp-meeting at Grand Rapids
was largely attended, and generally successful, sixty-
three persons being baptized, and five candidates for
the ministry ordained; $7,500 raised to extend the
work ; meetings at Jamestown result in nineteen be-
lievers.

NEw York.~-Annual State camp-meeting held at
Watertown.

Norway.—Tent meetings being held at Moss, by
Elds. Olsen and Johngon ; chnrch of nineteen mem-
bers organized at Ratvik. .

. NeBrASEA.—TFour converts baptized at Irving;
church organized at Greeley, also one at Jackson, the
latter consisting of twenty-one members; annual
camp-meeting held at Lincoln results favorably ; four-

He began at Jersualem, and left Paul

teen new believers sign the covenant at Red Cloud,
making a church of nineteen.

.. WasHINGTON TERRITORY.—The work continues to

prosper at Seattle, and new members are being added
to the chnrch.
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‘Wisconsin.—EId. 1. Sanborn visits the churches at
Hebron, Baraboo, Elroy, and Sparta, holding encour-
aging meetings ; five converts baptized at Elroy.

.+~ . There are no Protestant missionaries among the million
and & half of people in Tripoli, North Afriea.

.« . . The Chinese Government has paid $10,000 to the Canada
Presbyterian Mission in Formosa for property destroyed in
the Franco-Chinese war.

cee .Thfz Presbytery of Freeport, IlL., recently passed resoln-
tions disapproving of the use of text-books in the publie
sehools that exclude religious and Christian instruction.

., + - The London Baptist is qnoted as saying that Mr. Spnr-
geon's sermons are more in demand among the English ritu-
alistic clergy than those of any other preacher.

....It 13 stated that one of the most important gnestions to )
be decided at the Episcopal Convention which meets in Oe-
tober i8 the adoption of the revised prayer-book,

..« .The Central Association of Free Baptists, of Now York,
has unanimonsly adopted resolutions favoring union between
the Free Baptists and the Christinns of New York, Pennsyl-
vania, and New Jersey.

. .+ The sad intelligence comes from London by cable that
the young king of Uganda has pnt to death all the converts
of the Protestant and Catholic missions, and that the mis-
sionaries are in great peril.

.« .Pope Leo XIIIL. has issned a Brief conflrming the Jesnits
in all their privileges, as an order of the Romau Chnrch.
Tt is said that the pope has taken this step in order to gain
strength in a politieal emergency,

.+« .Dr. Thompson characterizes the Dorner doctrine of fn-
ture probation as ¢ incipient theological dry rot.” Wethink
it has got far beyond the incipient stage of theologleal rot-
tenness.

....The pope,.in an encyclical to the Bishops of Hungary,
condemns nentral and mixed schools, and opposes the biil in
the Hongarian Diet to legalize marrlage between Jews and
Christians,

... .In the Scottish Eplscoba.l Chnreh, views of the most ex-
treme type are now all bnt nniversally prevalent. High
Chnrchism in Seotland is hardly distinguishable from papery
itself. . .

» ... The smallest Methodist Conference in the world is that
of France, which is composed of twenty-five ministers and four
or five laymen, The total Methodist membership in France
is nnder two thousand.

.. .In ten years, more than thirty thonsaad people have em-
braced Clristianity in the Samoan Islands. 1t is thought
there are not more than twenty houses in the whole group
where there is not a Bible and family worship. .

....1t is said that the Holy Ingnisition has promulgated a
decreg threatening with the severest discipline of the Chnrch
those magistrates and officers of state in France who shall
ventare to apply the law of divorce passed eighteen months:
ago by the French Parliament.

....The pope has appointed & special commission of cardi-
nals to examine and report npon thie divoreé laws of differ-
ent conntries, with a view to enable the Pontiff to suitably
instrnet the bishops of the Catholic church thrpughont the

"world, on the snbject of divorce.

....The Provincial Synod of the Chnrch of Lnglind in .
Canada, after fnlly discnssing the edncational gnestion, de-
‘clded that members of the Synod shonld do everything in
their power to infinence the legislatures of the various
provinces to anthorize the reading of the Scriptnres in the
pnblic schools.

. ...At the General Conference of the Canada Methodist
Chnrch, jnst beld at Toronto, it was yecommended that the
Conference ordailn that the non-alcoholic wine ba nsed in
the sacrament of the Lord’s supper ; that juvenile temper-
ance socicties be organized in all the congregations, and
that a day be set apart in each year, known as Temperance
Sunday, which shonld be entirely devoted to temperance
questions, '

... .The next Baptist Congress wili he held in Baltimore, be-
ginning November 16, and continuing two days, Among
the questions to be discussed are the following: * Inspiration
of the Scriptores,” “Faith Cnres,! * Religions Instrnction
in State Edncation,’” *‘ The Fnture Life,” and * Popnlar In-
difference to Religion.” The snbject of  Sabbath Observ-
ance '’ will be discnssed under these three heads: * Serip-
tural Gronnds,” * Utilitarian Gronnds,” and “ How Best
Secured :

... .Advices from Hong Kong state there is a dispute be-
tween Methodist and Catholic missionaries in Cbina as to
wbich denomination is responsible for the indiscretions that |

incited the recent wholesale massacre of Christians in the . ‘

Province of Se Chuen, Tlie Catholic bishop of Chun-Khing
attribntes the outbreak in that city to the indiscreet conduet
of the Methodists. The latter declare that in Chnn-Khing
the massacre of native Christians, and the destrnction of
thelr chnrches and property, are due entirely to the popnlar
indignation aronsed by the Catholic bishop, who, the:Method-
ists say, persistently nsed yellow tiles in the constrnction of
bis new cathedral, in spite of repeated- warnings that it was
dangerons to do so, because 1t ontraged native faith by malk-
ing common use of a color venerated as sacred, and reserved
exclugively for the use of the emperor.
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x@“Are you a believer in the doctrine of man’s nat-
aural, inherent immortality ? Please read an article
found elsewhere in this issue, entitled ¢ Immortality
and Universalism,” and see if your belief will not

ompel you to be a Universalist also.
S S —

ny"'l‘he perpctmty and absolutely unchangeuble
nature of the law of God are forcibly Impressed by
goveral paragraphs in the current article on *The
Judgment of the Great Day.” Read that article
carefully, and observe the argument in favor of the
unchanged and unchangeable nature of the ten com-
mandments.

:®=Our readers have doubtless discovered before
now that we believe the ‘“saints’ inheritance” is not a
mystical affair, “beyond the bounds of time and
space,” but that it will be a literal, tangible inherit-
ance. 'The writer of the articles on this subject, now
being published in the Srcxum, is treating the same
very exhaustively, and it is really surprising to note
the large array of scripture evidenee in relation to
this important question. We invite careful and can-
did attention to these articles, feeling assured that
they will richly repay such pernsal,

' —

I Again we call special attention to the arucles
on “The Judgment of the Greav Day,” that are now
running through the Sroxrm. We are aware that the
positions maintained in these articles are somewhat
at variance with those commmonly entertained by pop-
ular religious denominations, but the most important
consideration is to be in harmony with Holy Writ.
We are sure that the candid, earnest seeker after
truth, can but be interested in the discussion of this
question, as upon & correct knowledge of it depends
.an understanding of many other questions. and much
scripture teaching.

THE UNRELIABILITY OF THE EARLY FATH-
ERS AND TRADITIONS.

Tuar illustrious chammpion of Protestantism, the
great Chillingworth, once said: ‘I see plainly, and
with mine own eyes, that there are popes against
popes, councils against councils, some fathers against
others, the same fathers against theiselves, a consent
of fathers of one age against a consent of fathers of
another age, the church of one age against the church
of another age.” — Quoted by Alex. Qampdell, in **De-
bates with Bishop Purcell,” p. 206,

B e U Y S—

IMMORTALITY AND UNIVERSALISM.

Ir man is immortal, Universalism Is true. 'The case
stands clearly thus, John saw a time coming when
““gvery creature ‘which is in heaven. and on the earth,
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and
all that are in them” will be heard, saying, ‘* Bless-
ing, and honor, and glory, and power be unto him
that sittecth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb
forever and cver.” "There is no exception made here
for a great receptacle of the countless hosts of the
lost, where they will be wailing in agony, and de-
scending continually into more hideous forms of sin
and intenser misery, and assailing the throne and name
of God with curses and horrid blagphemy. Such has
been our teaching from our youth up. Butas we ex-
amine for ourselves the plan of God as revealed in his
word, we find no room for such a place of long con-
tinuance, The time is coming when every creature
throughout the wide uuiverse, will be heard render-
ing blessings and praise to God instead of cursing,
and filled with emotions of joy instead of agony.

Now, if all men are absolutely immortal, and must
live forever, it fallows that all, irrespective of charac-
ter, will eventually rise to this state of happiness;
and Universalism is proved. But we are abundantly
assured in the word of God that the wicked never
will ; and therefore when the time comes that there
are no beings in the whole universe but happy beings,
and no sounds heard but tliose of blessing and praise,
where will the wicked be ? The question is fairly be-
fore us. The wicked never will arrive at a state of
blessedness ; but the time is coming when all that are
found within the limits of creation will be blessed.
When that time comes, where will the wicked be?
When the believer in man’s natural immortality has
thought sufliciently upon this question. he will find
. the answer in Ps. 87 :10: ““Thou shalt diligently con-

sider his place, and it shall not be.”—8d,

N

by Obadiah,

RESULT OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT.

COMMENTING on this subject, the Ohristian Union
gives utterance to the following sentiments, which the
S1cxLE heartily indorses :—

The method of the National Association is antago-

‘nistic to the spirit of American civil liberty. Every

argument which hag been or can be used in favor of
the theological amendment of the Constitution,
has been used a thousand times, just as logically, for
the union of Church and State, Moreover, every one
of these arguments would justlfy prosecution in the
courts of the land for opinion’s sake. Suppose that
you have carried your amendment.- Instantly you
have revolutionized the civil spirit of this Republic.
From the moment of your V1ct0ry, you make the hold-
ing of certain theological opinions, different from your
own, an offense indictable in our courts and punish-
able in our prisons. When you have gained so much,

"what have you left of American liberty ?

Both as Christians and as patriots, therefore, we
solemnly protest against the measure now in agitation.
It is'a measure in every way evil. Its success would
;ae fatal at once to religion and to freedom in Amer-
ca.

¢ P
e o o=

ETERNAL TORMENT.

- Wy the God of mercy and justice should cousign
poor sinners to an endless life in an eternally burning
hell, as a punishment for the sins committed during
a few short years in this life, is a great mystery to
many minds, and, we may gay, one very prominent
cause of the wide-spread infidelity. The following
lines by Ralph Erskine, describing the perpetuity of
the sinner’s sufferings according to popular theology,
are very comprehensive, to say the leagt:—

“Infinite years in torments shall I spend,

And never, never, never, have an end ?

Ah! must I live in torturing despair

As many years ag atoms in the air{

‘When these are spent, as many thousands more
As grains of sand crowd the ebbing shore ;
‘When these are done, as many yet behind

As leaves of forest shaken with the wind;
‘When these are gone; as many to ensue

As blades of grass on hills and dales that grew;
‘When these run out, as many on the march

As starry lamps that gild the spangled arch;
‘When these expire, as many millions more

As moments in the millions passed before?
‘When all these doleful years are spent in pain,
And muttiptied by myriads yet again

Tl numbers drown the thought, could I suppose
That then my wretched years would have 2 close,
This would afford some ease; but, oh! I shiver
_To think upon the dreadful sound, FOREVER.
The burning gulf where I blaspheming lig

Is time no more, but vast eternity.”

Who that reads these lines can truly believe that
they justly represent the God of love? How much
more in harmony with the infinite mercy of the divine
nature would be the belief that sinners, after receiv-
ing their just amount of punishment, will be utterly
destroyed and the remembrance of them cut off from
the earth. Why not believe the Bible when it says
that all they who ““do wickedly shall be stubble ; and
the day that cometh shall burn them up, that it shall
leave them neither root nor dranck” ? or, as expressed
“They shall be as though they had not

been” ?

r-

FROM FAITH TO INFIDELITY—BY A DESCENT
OF FOUR STEPS.

1. Tar day of the Sabbath has been changed.

2. The Sabbath has been abolished. '

8. The ten commandments have been abolished,

4. The Bible has been abolished, superseded, and is
of no more value than a last year's almanag.

To leap at once from faith to infidelity would be
fearful. But by the use of these four steps the de-

.scent is made eagy ; the distance from step to step be-

ing so small that a person walking in sleep (as most
are) would not be awakened by the slight jar. The
fourth step is no longer than the first; for the first
is a ‘denial of the truth of revelation.

The descent is perfectly natural, too. To a person
standing on the first step, it is much easier to descend
the remaining three than to climb up the one to the
platform of truth. Wanting Bible evidence to sus-
tain him where he is, he takes the second step. He
finds it easier to say that the Sabbath has been abol
ished than to prove that it has been changed. He
now claims Bible testimony ; for he finds the word
““abolished ” in the Bible, 2 Cor. 8. But the testi-

mony says nothing of the Sabbath, only as it wag one .

of the precepts “ written and engraved on stone;
therefore he must take the thxrd step, and say the ten

commandments are abolished. This is but a short
step: for if one of the ten is dead, why not all 2 And
now, having plucked away the very heart and vitals
of the Bible,~-its only moral code,—nnd finding no
evidence that any one of the commandments has ever

been re-enacted, it is but a very little step from this-

to deny the Bible <n toto.

Reader, are you standing upon the platform of truth?
Hayve you faith in the word of God, believing it means
what it says, and practicing in accordance with the
same ? If so, hold fast; for you are built upou the
rock. But, are you standing upon one of the steps be-
low, let me entreat you, as one who loves you, to
make -a mighty effort, imploring help from God, to
reach the platform above. It will require a mighty
effort ; for though the distance from step to step is
small, the platform is very high above them all. It
can only be reached by ‘‘repentance toward God,”
whose holy law you have violated, and ‘“ faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ,” through whom alone you can
find pardon and acceptance., Do be persuaded to
make the effort. The lious which you see in the way
will vanish at your approach, while by faith you walk
steadily forward.

And o, the prize! the rich reward! Blessed are
they that do his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of iife, and may enter in through the
gates into the city. Have faith in God ! for this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even your faith,

R. F. 0O

No one ig too poor, too full of labor and care, to
give a smile and a kind word. The loving Baviour
makes use of means 8o simple to bring souls into hisg
kingdom. .
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