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GATHERING SHEAVES,

‘IR that gocth forth and weepeth, bearing preclous seed, shnll
doubtlers come agaln with rejoicing, Lringing his sheaves with
hiin,”” Ps. 126: 6. :

Hard is the life of duty that gathers the goiden grain,

And oft from the grapes of beauty is pressed the wine of pain.

Treading the weary distance, climbing the mountain steep,

Bearing to those assistance that turn aside and weep ;

Cheoring the bowed with sorrow, whence the light of hope had
fled .

Tolling of tl;nt glad morrow when Christ shall awake thedead;

Cheering the lone and dreary, comforting those that grieve,

Wo oftentimes grow weary gathering i the sheaves,

Many the lives that arc dreaty as the drip of November rain,

Lives that of sin are wenry, henrts that nre dead with pain,

Hands that are heavenward reaching, eyes that watch and wait,

Ours, by onr.earnest preaching, to open the pearly gate;

Ours to toil in the highway, in weariness and pain,

To glean in the hedge und by-wuy the hends of goldea grain;§

"T'o toil with the strength that is g ven, till the dim and shadowy

eve

When wt;’ll entor the bliss of hoaven, leden with gathered
sheaves.

But, oh! I grow a-weary, for hot is the day, and long,

And the way is rough and drenry as I toil with the reaper
throng, .

And the burdens of care have bound me, and the dust of the
way is deep, ‘

And brothers are falling around me, they weary and fall asleep ;

Their burdens serve for a pillow, they rest till the day is done,

*Neath the cypress and the willow they wait for their Lovd to
come, ’

While I'm toiling I am yearning for the coming of the eve,

W hen the harvest Lord returning, gavners the gathered sheaves.
—ZL. D. Santee.
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Jlotes and Gommyents.

25~ NOTICE.—Parties receiving this Paper, not hav-
ing subscribed for it, may know that it is sent to them by
the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to take it
from the-Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attention -to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read it, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.
{

SELLOWSHIP can exist only where there is oneness
F of aim and work ; hence it is impossible for one
to enjoy fellowship with God, and at the same time
deal unjustly with his fellow-men, or engage in any-
thing contrary to the character and will of God. It
is simply preposterous to talk about fellowship with
God, while we are unwilling to respond to his claims
and requircments,
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" ("\BLIGATION to keep the moral law of God in no
O sense implies obligation to keep the “law of
Moses,” as the national statutes and typical law are
termed, no more than obligation to obey the Consti-
tution of the United States implies obligation to still
obey the old, dead Territorial laws, which were once
applicable here, but which expired or were abolished
Jong years ago, when the Territory became a State.
The first is general, universal, and the fundamental
taw 'of‘God'S‘morai government ; the second was a
speoial, limited, secondary, and simply prudential law.
of the Israelites, ‘“added because of transgressions,

ti]l the Seed should come to whom the promise was
‘made,” and, which was a “school-master,” simply to
teach the rudiments of faith till Christ should come
and offer himself a sacrifice for sin. The one was
“ordained unto life,”” and must continue as the law
of holiness uniil that life is found at the resurrection,
when “ Christ shall appear the second time without
sin unto salvation;” the other was limited to the
time of the sacrifice of Christ upon the cross, as it
was a law peculiar to that people, and regulating those
ordinances, ete., ¢ which were a shadow of things to
come.” (See Gal. 3; Col. 2.) But because those
old, temporary, Territorial laws were abolished, or
expired by limitation when she Territory became a
State, the Constitution of our general government
did not therefore cease to exist. No more was the
fundamental, universal moral law abolished by the
cxpiration of the limited, temporary, typical, and
civil law. '

CHRIST is pre-eminent in the world’s literature.
How many of the books of the world would be
here, were it not for the Bible? Take away all the
books which have been written in reference to Christ,
from Christian, infidel, and skeptical standpoints, and
what would remain? The multiplicity of these
books prove that Christ is a reality. Men of genius
and brains do not spend their time and talent in dis-
cussing a myth, !
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WE hear a great deal said now-a-days relative to a

union of all the different religious seots that beay
the name ““ Christian.” The plan that is talked of
contemplatel the formation of such a union as will
bring these different bodies into general fellowship
on leading principles, while agreeing to disagree on
what are termed non-essentials, Those who are prom-
inent in advoeating and promoting such a union,
claim that when consummated it will present to the
world the one universal, united church of Churist;
and as such it will eontinue to spread its influence
and gain adherents until the whole world is embraced,
and then will be the millennium,—a thousand years
of peace and tranquillity, freedom from wickedness,
war, or bloodshed; a time when all shall know the
Lord, from least to greatest, and see “eye to eye.”
And yet, during all this time, denominational differ-
ences are to exist with regard to articles of faith and
church polity! We confess our inability to com-
prehend how such a union can ever result in what is
anticipated by its advocates. Christ prayed that his
followers might be one as he and his Father wero
one. John 14:11. Certainly none will oclaim
that such a union as is anticipated by the prescnt
movement will constitute an answer to that prayer,
In the true, perfectly united chureh of Christ on
earth, there will appear but one faith, one Lord, one
baptism, one hope, one Spirit, one body. Hph.4: 4,5,
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’[‘HE Sébbaﬁh, like marriage, Was an institution of
holiness, and the moral law cnjoining it was a
law of holiness, constituted before the sin of the
race, and “‘ ordained unto life;” 1. e., to guide to that
holiness of character which could be rewarded with
eternal life. The transgression of the race did not
abrogate the obligation to develop holiness of ‘charac-
ter; though that sin forfeited to man the reward of
eternal life and rendered absolute holiness an impos-
sibility, and hence rendered it impossible for him to

‘attain unto immortality without extraneous aid and

additional facilities. Therefore that transgression
did not affest man’s relation to those institutions of
holiness, or his obligation to be obedient to the law
of holiness; though it did render necessary ‘4ddi-
tional encouragements to obedience, and a plan ac-
cording to which holiness might be imputed to him,
to the end that he might yet participate in the for-
feited blessings of eternal life.
MEN may discredit the Bible scheme of salvation
as much as they choose, but the fact remains
that millions have thereby found a peace and a joy.
and a sustaining power not met with through any
other known agency. This cannot be explained or
reasoned away by any system of logic. An accopt-
ance of the Bible plan of salvation stands higher
than any other known system of faith in supplying
the demands of the human heart in times of distress
and trial.  In fact, there is absolutely nothing else
that approaches the hope afforded by the Christian
religion. It would seem that instcad of refusing to
accept it, men would everywWhere receive it with joy,
even for the blessings it affords in this life; it would
seem as though they would make haste to secure to
themselves thiz “better part,” which will sustain
them in this life-as nothing else will, and in the hour
of death take away its sting, and enable them to close

_their eyes in peace, and with the perfect assurance of

living again, nevermore to die.

’[‘HE Old Testament looks forward to Christ through
types; every lamb slain, every drop of bluod
shed, pointed forward to the shedding of blood upon
Calvary. The journeyings of the childven of Israel
and their deliverance were only types of Christian
experience and final deliverance. The propheeies of
the Old Testament look forward to Christ’s first, and
also to his seecond advent. The New Testament
looks back to the oross, and forward to the consum-
mation and the crown. ‘

HERE arc some that say the law of God has been
T abolished, who live and act as if they believed
what they say; while there are others that say the
same thing, who act as if the fourth commandment®
only had been abolished, so that nine tenths of their
conduct gives the lic to their profession. Which are
the more consistent ? Both contend for the like
precious, or rather suspicious, faith; the onc follows
it to its legitimate tesult, the other rofuses, in part,

to live it out.
e @ P

VHERE i8 something very significant in the death of
’] Christ upon the oross; and that is, the manifes-
tation of God’s justiee in this act of infinitelove. The
justice of God requires that he should maintain his
government by upholding the right, even in the very
act of pardoning the transgressor. God, in giving
his Son to be offered upon the cross as a sacrifice for
our sing, that we might be redeemed, has not only
exhibited to us his infinite justice, but has mani- °
fested his matchless love,-mercy, and pity toward us.
What the Scripture says of the love of God is all
true; what it says of lis willingness to forgive sin
and save sinners is true; but, at the same time, his
decision to uphold right, to maintain his justice, will
not permit him to save the sinner without the death
of Christ as the sinner’s substitute, nor without re-
pentance and faith on the part of the sioner.

A
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*Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.'’ Titus.2:1.

CHRIST'S COMING—IS IT NEAR?

BY U. SMITH.

IN our previous articles upon this subject, we have
spoken -of the importance, the necessity, and the
nature of the coming of Christ, and the effect it will
have upon the cases of the rightcous and the wicked.
Wo have shown that this coming is one of the fixed
events in the plan and purpose of God concerning.
this carth, as revealed in his word ; that it is to be
persounal and vigible; that it is attended with the res-
urrcction of the dead and the breaking up of the
face of nature, and brings a complete end to the
present order of things; and that while the wicked
find it the end of all their Liopes, and the opening of
the pit of eternal night, the righteous find - it the ra-
diant gateway to cverlasting life and unending joy.

These points being settled beyond the possibility
of contradiction, we now reach a question ‘of all-ab-
sorbing interest: Is that coming, with its associate
ovents, now near at hand ¥ Are these the last days ?
Is this the gencration upon which rests the responsi-
bilify of preparing to meet, personally, this amazing

‘change? All kinds and classes of evidence which
have any bearing upon this subject, respond to this
question with a decided and emphatic, Yes.

There are some considerations of a general natuve
which may be properly considered at the head of the
long list of cvidences on this question.

1. Theve are but few who will contend that the
present state of things is to continue forever, Gen-
erations are not to succeed «each other, each in its
turn dropping into the tomb, through an interminable
future. God’s word plainly declares this, and affivms
that there is a day of Judgmeént appointed to close
up and review all these ages of human probation.

2. This matter being regulated by a fixed. plan,
we inquire what great featurcs of the plan of salva.
tion were to be developed before the end. The timno
thus far passed over may be divided into four periods,
or dispensations: the antediluvian, the patriarchal,
the Mosaic, and the Christian. The Christian age is
to be the last; for Christ in his opening sermon plain-
ly intimated that the system he came to introduce
should last till heaven and carth should pass. There
is no other dispensation in probation to succeed this;
and this has already extended over 1800 years, which
is longer than .any of the dispensations that preceded
it. Has not all been accomplished by it which it
was designed to accomplish? Why may it not very
gpeedily close ?

3. Mruth for the world has reached its full devel-
opment. In various ways God has communicated
his will to men. He has communed with them per-
sonally, and his instruction has been preserved by
tradition among men. He has taught them through
types and shadows, gradually leading their minds to
the highest forms of perfeet truth.  Tinally the gos-
pel truths of the present dispensation have ‘been
tanght in all their clearness, and the voluiie of the
sacred Scriptures completed. And this the world

“has had for over eighteen centuries. There is no
new revelation to be made. What further wait we
for in this direction ? . So far, then, as the develop-
ment in this part of the plan of redemption is con-
cerned, who can say that we arc not near the end ?

‘4, There are two special covenants brought to
view in the Scriptures, called the first and the sec-
ond, the old and the new. 'The first was made with
Israel when they were brought out of Egypt (Ex. 19 :
8-6), and continued in force till the first advent. The
second was introduced and confirmed by Christ.
This is to reach to the e¢nd, and introduce the church
to tho perfection of the heavenly state. Heb. 8:11,
12. Under this covenant we have lived already
about eighteen and onc half centurics. There is
nothing further in this direction. Who can say that
the time is not near when the perfect blessings of
this covenant are to be realized ?  The conclusion is

" natural and consistent that that time must now be

at hand. 4

5. The preaching of the gospel has compassed

the earth, and penetrated to its remotest bounds.
Commencing in Asia, and shedding its light at first
upon the remotest Bast, it has come westward with
the course of day, till, having traversed both hemi-
spheres, it now looks from its watch-towers on our
western coast, acrogs the Pacific to the cradle of its
beginning. What further can it do?

A

But, spys one, the gospel has'not yet converted the
world, ahd therefore its” work cannot be done. We
answer that it has never been predicted that the gos-
pel should convert the world. It is said that it
‘should take out of the Geentiles a people for Christ’s
name (Aects 15 :14), and that it should be preached
in all the world for a witness unto all ‘nations, and
then the end should come. Matt. 24:14. And'it
has already been preached so extensively that the
prophetic vision can bo abundantly fulfilled which rep-
resents some as saved from every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. Bus little, if any, of Matt, 24 :
14 vemains to be fulfilled. Surely the gospel has
about finished its work. : ,

6. Christ has certain well-defined positions to oc-
cupy, and offices to fill in the plan of redomption:
(1.} As the author and introducer of the hope of
salvation from sin; which hope was brought in when
it was promised.on the threshold of Paradise lost that
the seed ofi-the woman should bruisc the serpent’s
head; (2.) As the invisible leader and instructor
of the people all through the typical dispensation
(1 Cor. 10 :4%; (3.) As our example and prophet here
“upon the.earth; (4.) As our sacrifice upon the cross;
(5.) As our great High Priest in the Sanctuary in
heaven ; and;(6.) As glorified King over all, when
the work is accomplished. The first, second, third,
aud fourth acts in this great plan were long ago com-
pleted. TFor over cighteen hundred years our Lord
has acted as priest. Oné change more shall ingtall
him as-king, and redemption will be finished. * No
man can show that his priestly work is not’about to
close. On the other hand, it can be clearly shown
that it is now almost finished. The reign of Chuist
as king is near at hand,

/

WHAT SOME PROTESTANTS ADMIT CONCERN-
ING THE CHANGE OF THE SABBATH.

BY @. I. BUTLER.

—

WE quote a few declarations relative to the change
of the Sabbath from those who are not Catholics,—
men who are in no wise interested to say anything
which would favor the seventh day, but whom love
of truth impels to speak as they do. c

N. Swinmerbell, a noted pinister and author in

the Christian Chureh, and once president of Antioch
(Ohio) College, says in his “ History of the Chris-
tians,” p. 418 : “ It [the Roman Church] has reversed
. the fourth commandment, doing away with the Sab-
bath of God’s word, and instituting Sunday as a holy
day‘l’ ‘ .
Alexander Campbell, in a lecture in Bethany Col-
lege, 1848, said: * Was the first day set apart by public
authority in the apostolic age 7—No. By whom was
it set apart, and when ?-—By Constantine, who lived
about the beginning of the fourth century.”

The Chicago Inter Occan, answering the ques-
tions, Who changed the Sabbath day, and when?
and, Is Sunday the first day of the weck ? says:
“The change of the day of worship from the Sab-
bath, or last day of the week, to Sunday, the fivst
day of the week, was done by the early Christians;
but the work was so gradual that it is almost impos-
sible to determine when the one left off and the other
began. It was not until afier the Reformation that
the change was confirmed by any legal cnactment,
In the first ages after Christ it does not appear that
the Christians abstained from their regular business
upon that day, but they were accustomed to meet
early in the day, and indulge in singing and some
other religious services, It was not until the begin-
ning of the third century that it became customary
for Christians to abstain from their worldly business
and odcupation on that day.” '

The Christian Union of June 11, 1879, answers
the following question concerning the change of the
Sabbath : “ When; why, and By whom was the day of
rest changed. from the seventh .to. the first 2 Has
the, Christian Sabbath been observed since the time
of the apostles P—Reader.

“ Ans—The Sghbath was changed from the sev-
enth to the first day of the week, not by any positive
authority, but by a gradual process. Christ was in
the tomb during the seventh day. He rose upon the
first. The Christiang naturally observed tlie first day
as a festal day in the early church, and, as gradually
the Gentile Christians came to be the vast majority
of the church, they cared little or nothing about Jeéw-
ish observances of any kind, abandoned the Jewish
Sabbath along with temple services and the like, and
thus, by a natural process, the first day of the week
came to take its place.”

“in Scripture.

We make these quotations, not for any proof that
the seventh day is the Sabbath, but that the reader
may see the positions which intclligent persons are
taking - upon this subject: The high, puritanical
claims concerning. the ' change of the Sabbath by

.Christ and his apostles, basing it upon the fourth

commandment, and seeking to sustain it by the au-
thority of the. Bible, are being abandoned by many
well-informed persons. They sce it cannot be main-
tained, for to do so they are compelled to place it
upon the Catholie gronnd of ¢ custom and tradition,
and the *authority of the Church.” It will bé no-
ticed that the extracts alveady given in this article,
virtually place it there. It was a “gradual process;”
it first began as a “festal day;” it grew up. by a
“ natural process;” the ¢ Gentile Christians” ¢ aban-
doned the Jewish Sabbath” when they “came to be
thie vast majority of the church;” and so Sunday at
last came to be observed as the Sabbath by the Cath-
olic Church, from whenee the wliole Protestant
world has received it. 'Well, this expresses as nearly
the truth in the matter as we could reasonably expect
from the eminent Protestant joutnal from which these
expressions are quoted. It well knows that Sunday
has no divine authority for its sanctity; if it had, it
would certainly give it. Qur readers who have
traced this argument through, have found therein
plenty of evidence that this “ natural process " of the
Christian Union was never secured until emperors,
popes, and councils had used their utmost authority
to force the Sunday-Sabbath upon the people; that
men were placed under a curse, and sometimes

whipped, fined, and imprisoned, yes, and the Inquisi- -

tion with its tortures was resorted to, and some
were burned ab the stake, befote the “natural pro-
cess” was fully consummated, and the Sunday of
“pope and pagan’ fully recognized as a sacred in-
stitution. , _ .

We have now traced the procdss of changing the
Sabbath from the seventh to the first day of the
week, from the apostolic age, when it was cvor re-
garded as merely a secular day; through the second
cenbury, when it began to be regarded, with Good
Friday and other days, as a “voluntary festival” on
which religious meetings were held and to which

Ty
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some little honor was paid by Christians, seeing that -

it was gencrally regarded among their heathen neigh-
bors as a weekly festival day in honor of the sun.
In the third century ¢ custom and tradition ”” and the

efforts of the bishop of Rome and his sympathizers,

exalted Sunday still higher, and lowered the Sabbath
in public estimation, by turning the latter into a fast
and the former into a joyous festival, They bad
also by this ‘time begun calling it by the honorable
title of ¢ Lord’s Day,” for which there is no warrant
The prooess went on with still greater
velocity during the fourth century, inasmuch as
heathenism and Christianity at this time espoused
each other in unholy wedlock. Then Constantine,
a heathen emperor, issued a heathen decres making
the “vencrable day of the sun” a rest-day by im-
perial power, which Sylvester, bishop of Rome, cun-
ningly sanctioned and enforced as a Christian insti-
tution by the power of the Catholic Chureh; and
after a season the Catholic Council of Tiaodicea placed
the observance of the true Sabbath under a cursc.

With the perseverance of a sleuth-hound following
his game, the Roman’' Chureh still pursued its work
of putting down the Sabbath dwring the fifth, sixth,
seventli, eighth, and following centuries, and clevating
the Sunday in its place, by déerces of councils, éurses
of popes, crusades of extermination, tortures of the
Inquisition, lying miracles, and rolls said to come
from heaven, but really. originating in the pope’s
palace. Wherever the papacy had the power, Sunday
was cstablished and the Sabbath of the Lord con-
demned. o

When the Reformation arose, its leaders, though
men whom' God honored by making them a blessing

“to the world; had through eirly training so lost the

Sabbath from view, and had such a great work of re-
form on other points to carry through under the great-
est difficulties, that many of them did not embrace
the Sabbath in their work of reform, though they
attributed very little sacredness to Sunday, plainly
stating that it stood on a level with such festivals as
Easter, Christmas, Gtood Friday, and 'other church
holidays. S -
Later, the Presbyterians took the positions held by
our Protestant churches gencrally at the present time,
that of trying to place the Sunday under the protect-
ing eegis of the fourth commandment, and of Christ
and the apostles,—positions never taught dyring the
previous sixteen hundred years. ' This late invention
to cover a hoary fraud is now very popular with mangy.
We have seen that various bodi.« of Christians in

T ————




,

e s ik

-

Avcusr 15, 1887.]

THE, GOSPEIL SIGKILE.

128

different parts of the world not under the domineer-
ing influence of the papal sec, still continued to keep
the ancient Sabbath, long after the Catholic Church
had changed it; but that church never ‘neglected, in
a single instance, to abolish its observance by perse-
cution wherever it had the power to do so. -

We have examined many Catholic authors relative
to this change, and they ever agree that it was their
church which changed the Sabbath; and they pre-
fent this fact as one of its greatest claims to popular
regard, and as the highest evidence of its: ecclesias-
tical authority “over all Protestant bodies. And,
finally, intelligent Protestant authorities, with every
reason for a bias in favor of Sunday, admit that its
introduction was a gradual process, first as a festal
day, then gradually coming into favor as a rest-day,
but with no ligher authority than the Catholio
Chureh.

With a brief notice of several texts of Soripture
speaking prophetically of this very change. and some
general observations, we will close this treatise.

<o
o P

INPIDELS AND LAW-ABOLISHERS.

BY R. F. COTTRELL. -

.Tux repetition of the Sabbath commandment . in
the fifth chapter of Deuteronomy.is seized as astrong
fort by both infidels and those ‘who would have the
moral law abolished. The former class proclaim a
contradiotion betweon this and the same command-
ment in Jix. 20; but'the latter, it would seem, can
never find the commandment as given by the voicé
of God at Sinai, and engraved by his finger on the
tables of stone, but endeavor to prove from Deutt. 5
that thé deliverance from Fgyptian bondage way the
reason for instituting the Sabbath; and hence that
the Sabbath did not exist fromn the creation, and ig
thercfore only obligatory upon the Jews. One who
reads the whole Bible can see that the. creation of
the world'in six days, and the rest upon the seventh,
is the reason for <nstituting the Sabbath; and that
the gracious deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt
was only wrged as an additional motive that they
ghould ¢ xurp the Sabbath day to sanctify it, As the
Lord” bad commanded them before, in Ex, 20,  See
Dout. 5:12.  Now both the infidel and he that would
abolish the Sabbath of God, can find a refutation of
their position on this text in the following extract
from Scott’s reply to Payne:— -~ ‘

“The fourth commaundment, as it stands in the
fifsh chapter of Deuteronomy, varies from the origi-
nal law in the twentieth ehapter of Exodus; hence it
is inferred thiat the writer of these books received
his materials from tradition, or invented them him-
self.  But impostors do not adwmit such apparent
inconsistencies, which may at all times be avoided
with very little trouble; so that they are yather
proofs of the writer’s conscious integrity. In fact,
Moses, when delivering a most impressive and pa-
thotic exhortation, did not confine himself to the
‘words which he had recorded as a historian, The
people very well knew the original ground for hal-
lowing the Sabbath, in honor of the Creator; and he
thought himself at liberty to remind ¢hem of their
obligation to Jehovah, their Redecmer from Bgyptian

tthondage, and of the humanity due to their bond-serv-
ants; for this constitutes another important reason
for hallowing the Sabbath. Distinct motives are
not necessarily inconsistent. Mr, P., in writing his
several pamphlets, might aim both to free mankind
from vulgar prejudices, and to obtain cclebrity for
himsell; and he might deem it proper on some oe-
casions to insist on the one motive, and in different
circumstances to bring forward the other, without
being justly chargeable with inconsisteney or self
contradiction.”

~ ¢ P

REDEEMER AND REDEEMED.—3.
In considering the results of the fivst transgres-
sion, we remark : —
II. OQur first parents lost their hold on immonrtal
\Jife, for which they were put on probation. In obe-
dience they would soon have developed righteous
characters, been placed beyond the reach of sin, and
would have secured endless life in favor with God.
In disobedience they and their, offspring passed un-
dor the sentence and dominion of death. ¢ Dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt, thou return.” Gen.
3:19. “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so death passed
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Rom. 5:12.

The death, resurrection, and ascension of the Son
of God were events of great importance in the plan
of human redemption; but with no one of these is
the plan finished. " The Redeemer was to make two
‘distinet advents to this world. At the first advent
he lived our example, preached his own gospel,
wrought miracles to confirm his divine mission, died
our sacrifice, rose from the dead for our justification,
~and ascended to the Father’s right hand to plead the
cause of the repenting sinner. But he will appear
in this world the second time, to exccute other parts
of the grand scheme. The plan of redemption in
its second stage provides for the resurrection of the
just from the dominion of death and the grave to
life immortal and eternal, ‘

The moral fituess for the next life must be ob-
‘tained in this. The change to immortality is not a

*|, moral echange. Tt is simply an éxchange of the cor-

iruptible’ body 'for one that will be incorraptible.
1 This second stage in the stupendous work of man’s
.redemption’is expressed by the apostle thus: “ Who
.shall change out vile body, that it'may be fashioned
‘like ‘unto-his glorious body.” And the Redeemer
“will not complete his work of redemptior- in a man-
ner to ledve man invisible- and immaterial. When
redeemed, the just will stand in all the tangible per-
fection of Adam’s unfallen manhood, with the ex-
,ceeding glory of bodies fashioned like unto Christ’s
glorious, resurrected body. And the doctrine is
‘made prominent in the gospel that the resurrection
of Christ is a pledge to the church that all the right-
‘eous shall be raised at his second appearing.
; In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle bases the doctrine
1of. the resurrection of the righteous dead and the
.future life of the just, upon-the fact that Christ did
rise from the.dead. The apostle affirms; at the open-
1ing of the chapter, that Christ died, was buried, and
I“yose again the third day according to the Seript-
tures.”  Verse 4. He then argues: “Now if
"Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how
_sny some among you that there is no resurrcetion of
ithe dead? But if there be no resurrection of the
.dead, then is Christ not risen; and jf Christ be not
;risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith
;is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses
rof Gtod, because we have testified of God that he
‘raised up Christ; whom he raised not up, if so be
“that the dead rise not. TFor if the dead rise mot,
then is not Christ raised; and if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye ave yet in your sins. Then
they also which arc fullen asleep in Christ are
perished.” Verses 12-18. ‘

Bvidently there were those in Paul's day who
.denied the vesurrection of the dead, as there are
many who reject the doctrine in our day. But the
great events designed to immortalize the sacred fact
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
were rehearsed in the ears of the people, and kept
fresh in the memory of the church. This great
truth, that Christ did rise from the dead, and did
walk forth from the sepulcher a triumphant victor
' over death, is the great central fact of the gospel,
and congtitutes the staple to which all gospel truth
is fastened. Paul rests all upon the resurrection of
Christ, and states that if he be not rigen, his preach-
ing was vain, the faith of the church was vain, they
were yet in their sins, the apostles were false wit-
nesses, and, as the climax, “they also which "are
“ fallen asleep in Christ are perished.”” Remove the
grand staple of the resurrection of Christ, and all
gospel truth and the ‘hope of the church fall to the
ground. i :

Demons held hellish jubilee over the tomb where
- Christ lay in'death.” Wicked men exulted, but with
a degree of trembling, caused by the darkening of
the sun and the rending of the'rocks. So the sepul-
cher was made sure. The great stone which Joseph
rolled to the door was scaled, and a watch was set to
guard the place. But one of the holy angels ‘that
excel in strength came down and tolled away the
stone, and the attending glory prostrated the strong
sentinels to the ground like dead men. Jesus rose,
and, as Paul states, “ was seen of Cephas, then of
the twelve, After that, he was seen of above five
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part
remain unto this present, but some are fallen aslecp.
After that, he was seen of James, then of all the
apostles.” 1 Cor. 15:5-17. : :

Jesus arvose with the marks of the ecrucifixion in
his divine form, that.he might be identified as the
very person who had . the nails driven through his
hands and feet, and who had the spegr thrust into
his side while hanging.on the cross. Thomas, who
had settled into stubborn unbelicf upon witnessing
the death of Chiist, said, “Hxcept T shall see in his

hands the print of the nails, and put my finger

into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into
his side, I will not believe.” John 20:25. When
he saw and felt the‘marks of the crucifixion, he ex-
claimed, “ My Lotd and my God!” s
The evidences of Christ’s Messiahship and divin-
ity were such as to carry convietion to all minds, ex-
cepting those blinded by error and hardened by sin.
And these evidences grew more overwhehning until
he left the world from Olivet to appear in the pres-
ence ‘of. (tod for sinners. Matthew records a series
of these evidences cqunected with his death and res-

‘wrrection, which closes the sacred history of his first

advent: “And, behold, the veil of the temple was

rent in twain from the top to the bottom, and the

earth did quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves
were opened; and many bodies of the saints which
slept arose, and came out of the graves after his res-
urrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared
unto many. Now when the centurion, and they that
were with him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake,
and those things that were done, they feared greatly,

,saying, Truly, this was the Son of God.” ~Chap.

27:51-b4.

And not only was Christ in the world forty days
after his resurrection, teaching, comforting, and con-
firming the disciples at certain seasons, but during
this same period the resurrected worthies of past
ages who came out of their graves: after Chuist’s
resurrcction, were mingling with mortal men, and
bearing testimony to his resurrection. And when
Christ ascended, he took these resurrected ones with
him, as affirmed by Paul in these words: “ When °
he ascended up on high he led captivity captive.”
Eph. 4:8. ‘

With these cvidences of the resurrection of the
Son of *God_before the reader, he will please return
with us to Paul’s argument. The apostle illustrates
the relation of the resurrection of Christ to that of
all his people at his second coming, by the beautiful
figure of the first-fedits and the harvest as set forth
in the typical law: ¢ But now is Christ risen from
the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that
slept.  For since by man came death, by man came
also the resurrection of the dead. Tor as'in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
But every man in his own .order: Christ the first-
fruits, afterward they that are Christ’s at his com-
ing.! 1 Cor. 15 :20-23.

The Hebrews were to present to the priest a sheaf
of the first ripe grain, for him to wave before the
Lord, to be accepted for them. 7The sheaf was taken
from the first ripe grain, and was called the first-
fruits, This sheaf typified the resurrection of
Christ, while the remaining grain in the wide har-
vest field represented the resurrection of all his peo-
ple at his second coming. And as the handful of
ripe grain that was waved before the Lord was like
all the grain that remained in .the field until the
general harvest, so Christ’s resurrccted form was a
model of the resurrected bodies of his people. )

The order of the resurrection mentioned by the.
apostle includes only Christ the first-fruits, and all
the saints at his second coming. Forcible indeed is
the figure, that as the first ripe grain waved before
the Lord was a sample of all the grain that remained -
in the field until the great harvest, so the resurrected
body of Christ was a model of the bodies of his
people who should remain in the grave until the res-
urrection of the just at his second coming. ¢ Christ
the first-fruits,” says the apostle, “afterwards they
that are Christ’s at his eoming.”

The testimony of Paul respecting the change to
immortality at the second coming of Christ, is to the
point: “For our conversation is in heaven, from
whence ‘also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ; who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body.” Phil. 3:
20, 21. Notice two points in the text : First, in the
future life, the fashion of the bodies of the redeemed
is like the body of the Redeemer; secondly, the
fashioning is done when he comes to raise the dead.
“ When he shall -appear,” writes another apostle,
“we shall be like him.” 1 John 3:2.-<James
White.

——— e e

RESOLVE to be on your guard during the day, to
speak evil of no one, to avoid all gossip, to have
your conversation in heaven ; to be contented, good-
tempered, of good cheer; to deal justly and love
mercy and walk humbly ; in solitude to guard the

“thoughts, in society the tongue, and at home. the

temper. So will you be able to live to the glory of
God, and be helpful to your fellow-beings to the
greatest possible extent. | God dwells with those of
a contrite spirit. h
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* The flelds are white already to harvest,”—John 4:86." =
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THE GREAT COMMANDMENT.

In Matt. 22 : 8540 we bave the record of an inter-
view between Christ and a certain lawyer who came
to him tempting him, and saying, ‘Master, which is
the great commandment in the law ?  Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the Lord 'thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
Tbis is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love tby neighbor
as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets,”

The words, *“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,” etc., are quoted from Deut. 6:5;
and the words, ““‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self,” from L.ev, 19:18. The first Christ calls the
“first and great commandment ;” and the other, the
“gecond” commandment ; and these are command-
ments ““in the law ;” but because Christ does not

“quote from the decalogue, some would argue that
therefore the decalogue is not in any pre-eminent and
special sense the “law of Go.” This is a specimen
of that superficial, puerile kind of reasoning that
looks only at the surface of things, and is more taken
by sound than sense. -

The lawyer asked only one question, namely,
“Which is the great commandment in the law 27 In
his answer, Christ goes beyond tlic question, and thus
gives us to understand that he covers tbe whole sub-
jeet fuvolved therein, Thus he tells which is the
tgreat” commandment, and then imparts the addi-
tional informytion that this is the “ first,” and that to
the system there belongs another which is the ““sec-
ond;” and that this second is like unto the first;
namely, “Thou shalt jove thy neighbor as thyself ;”
that is, it cmbraces the same great principle of love,
only giving it anotber direction. In the first, our love
is directed toward God ; in the second, our love is di-
rected toward our neighbor. And these two prin-
ciples embrace the wbole of the iaw of which he
speaks ; for if there had been a third, the logic of the
situation would have compelled him to state it

The duty of loving God, therefore, and loving our
fellow-men, is the snbject which he treats in answer-
ing the lawyer’s question. But in stating these prin-
ciples he does not quote from the decalogue. Very

" true; but have they therefore no connection with the
decalogue ?—No, says the objector, they are quoted
from the law of Moses. But the law of Moses was
abolished at and by the death of Christ. Were these
principles abolished ? Could they for a moment cease
to exist ? Mow any one could ever suppose these
"principles were nailed to the cross, is a mystery to
us ; and why they should so claim, is equally strange.
Tbink of it | nailing to the.cross the principles of love
to (God and love to man, and blotling them out as
something ‘‘against us,” ““ contrary tous”1 Col 2:
14, The idea is preposterously abominable. )

What, then, is the relation of these principles to the
decalogue >—They are simply a summary of the two
tables. Take the principle of love to God, and let
any man try to formulate this into specific command-
ments ; anfl we challenge him to do it with anything
less than the first four commandments of the deca-
logne, Or to show that anything more is required,
We nre to give to God tlie supreme position, carica-
ture him by no images or idols, hallow his sacyed
name, and devote his time, the holy Sabbath, to such
uses as he specifies.  When we love him with all the
heart, we shall do all these things. To do less is to
come sbort, and it is not witbin the range of possi-
bility to do more. And, conversely, when we do all
these things from the heart, in that spirit wbich alone
constitutes true obedience, then we love him with all
the heart. And so with the second principle—love
to our neighbor; the moment we try to carry that
out into Specific duties, we find ourselves writing
down the last six commandments of the decalogue.
We cannot do less, and we cannot go beyond them ;
for these cover all the social relations and duties of
life. - i
" We have, then, before us these two great facts: 1,

When we attempt to-enunciate the primary duties in-
volved in the two great principles of ‘love to God”
and ‘‘love to man,” by inexorable necessity we are con-
fined to an enunciation of the ten commandments ;
for nothing else will express them; and, 2. Having
stated the ten commandments, there we are compelled
to stop ; for these higher duties, comprehending all
lesser ones of the same kind, cover the whole ground.

Here love has a field which is all its own. It may
be illustrated by the following diagram -—

LOVE

To Gop. To Man.
g N P N \Q
First Four Commandments. Last Siz Commandments,

Go whichever way we will in this field, we find
ourselves subject to limitations which cannot be
passed. Beginning with the commandments and trac-
ing our way upward, we end with love supreme.
Beginuing with love and tracing our way downward,
we end with the commandments. And these prin-
ciples, evolved into these commandments, cover every
relation and every obligation possible to the human
family outside of those duties and services which have
been made necessary by the advent of sin.  'Why.men,
we will not say cannof, but why they will not, see
that here is a class of relations and obligations as dif-
ferent in their natnre, and as distinct, from the sec-
ondary dutics growing out of man’s changed relation
to God when he became asinner, ag light is from
darkness, is sometbing we will not attempt to ex-
plain.  But so it is, and that, 100, in the very nature
of things, nevertheless.

Now when God came down upon Sinai to declare
his will in the ears of men, e did not limit bimself
to a statement of the two great principles of love to
God and love to man ; but, as it was most proper that
he should do, stated the specific duties involved in
those principles. But the principles, clad in the pan-
oply of eternal immutability, lay back of them, and
existed witb them in their high position of honor and
authority throughout the Mosaic dispensation, as they
had existed before. This being the case, is it any-
thing strange that Moses should bave occasion to
mention them frequently in connection with the sys-
tem of which he was minister ? It would be strange
if he had not. But such mention did not make them
a part of hig system, did not transform them into
shadows to meet their substance in Christ (Col. 2 : 1%),
did not render them weak and unprofitable principles
which it was necessary for Cbrist to annul. Heb.

7:18. Whoever says it did, betrays a degree of men- .

tal inanity which is truly deplorable. It makes no
matter, therefore, from whbit portion of the Old Tes-
tament Christ quoted his statements, That does not
cbange their nature, nor destroy the fact that they are
but an embocliment of the ten commandments tbem-
selves.

But furtber, our Lord was careful to state tbe rela-
tion which tbese principles bear to the command-
ments, by immediately adding, “On these two com-
mandments hang all the law,” the word kremannumi
being defined ‘“to hang wpon, o be referable to, as an
ultimate principle. Matt. 22 : 40.”— Bagster.

We ask the reader, now, to consider what answer
Christ could have given, otber than he did, to the
lawyer’s question. Tbe question called for a state-
ment of the highest and most sacred principle in-
volved in law. This at once takes usinto the reaim
of morat duties which stand first in the list of obliga-
tions, and into those duties which we owe to God,
which are the highest of this class. But, says the
antinomian, if the ten commandments are the law of
God, why did not Christ quote from the decalogue 7-—
Tor the very obvious reason that it would be entirely
wrong to discriminate between laws which come un-
der the same principle ; but, as we liave seen, there

“are four which come under the principle of love to

God, and six which belong to the principle of love to
man. To quote any one of these alone would be but
a partial and imperfect presentation of the subject.
What does he do 7—He takes the four command-
ments which specify our duty to God, sums them up
into tbe grand principle out of which they all grow,
and to which they all equally belong,—love to God,—
and says that is the first and great commandment.
Then be takes the last six, sums them up into the
principle, love to our neighbor, secondary only to tbe
other, and says that is the second. This covers tbe
whole ground, and includes just the decalogue, noth-
ing more. How beautiful and sublime was Chrlst's
answer! It was a tenfold stronger testimony for the
decalogue than it would have been if he had con-
fined himself to any one of its single precepts.

All the typical services of the Mosaic system, and
of all dispensations before Cbrist, were only second-
ary duties growing out of a violation on man's part
of his moral obligations. All the duties peculiar to
the gospel are of the same nature. And in one sense
the prophecies also hang upon these two great prin-
ciples, as they are but a declaration of the ways in
which God has purposed to work to bring all tbings
into harmony with tbese at last, gathering out and re-
moving all things which are contrary to them, as of-
fenses which cannot be tolerated in his kingdom.

That Christ had no reference to the law of Moges
is evident from the order in which he brings these
principles to view, calling love to God the first, and
love to man the second. In the books of Moses they
are not 80 given, and have no such enumepation,
There the declaration, “Thou shalt love thy neigh-.
bor as thyselt,”” was given first, and thirty-ning years
before the other words, “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God,” etc., were spoken. This shows that tbese
words were only a commentary through Moses to
Tsrael upon the moral law which God had given them,
or a summing up of their principles, just as Christ
mentions them. But Christ gives their order and rel-
ative importance.

Jaines comments upon this same subjeet, and says
that the law, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self,” is the royal law ; and then e shows that this
law consists of particulars, two of which he quotes:
“Do not commit adultery,” and ‘“Do not kill,” thus
demonstrating the fact that he refers to the decalogue,
by bringing forward two of its precepts. James 2:
8, 11. This law is to judge men at tbe last, however
much they may seek to evade it now. Verse 12.
And when face to face with that law, before the bar
of God, they seek to plead the shallow excuses by
which they now justify a violation of its claimg, the
guilt of their course and the despair of their souls will
make them speechless, ‘ U. 8.

L

THE PROSPECT FOR UNIVERSAL RIGHT-
EOUSNESS AND PEACE. .

‘WaiLE hundreds of ministers of the gospel through-
out the country are preaching that a reign of univer-
sal peace is about to dawn upon tbe world, men of
keen observation fail to see evidences that such is the
case. In the Christian at Work for July 21, 1887, is
the following editorial comment :—

*“ An International Arbitration Association is now
sitting in London, which s putting forth its best en-
deavors to cause international disputes to be settled.
No doubt, with all the difficulties in the way, the
world is making advance in this direction. Whether
the child is yet horn who shall see a European com-
pact for a simultaneous and proportionate reduction
of armaments, may be seriously doubted.”

In view of the unexampled preparations for war
now going on all over the world, as exhibited in the
manufacture of improved war implements, the inven-
tion of new guns and exploslves, ‘the fitting up of
war vessels, ete., it seems beyond the vision of the most
sanguine to look forward to the time wben tbe na-
tions shall learn war no more, when all questions of
dispute shall be settled by arbitration,

With regard to the progress of universal righteous-
ness, the same paper,.in an article entitled ‘“Crime
and Education in France,” speaks as follows :— (

“Does education diminish crime ? An article by
M. d’'Haussonville on the criminal clagses of France
in the recent issue of the Revue dés Deux Mondes, tends
to supply an answer to the question, whicb is exciting
attention in England no less than in France, as it
well may in this country, because of the revelations
which it makes. . . . Comparing two equal periods
near the two extremes of the present century—the
years 1816 to 1820, and 1876 to 1880—of which we
have statistical returns, the writer shows that cases of
lawlessness and violente to officers of justice hiave in-
creased from 8,844 to 14,965 ; cases of wounding, 8,-
426 to 18,446 ; thefts, from 9,871 to 83,881 ; cases of
fraud and embezzlement, from 1,170 to 6,371 ; of-
fenses of various-kinds against morality, from 497 to
8,874 ; lastly, actlons against mendicants and vagrants
from 3,298 to 16,604. In all classes of crime the
judicial statistics of 1884 show still higher figures.”

The article from which the above extract is taken
then proceeds to demonstrate that the great increase
of erime and wickedness is not lessened by increaded;!
facilities for education; but, on the contrary, that
that tbose localities having the greatest advantages
for education, and showing the greatest progress in
education, show also the largest per cent of incrsase’
in crime, Says the writer, ‘It is often a terrible dan-
ger to know how to read; when the current literature,
especially that of our journals, is for the most part
morally corrupting. We can scarcely doubt tbat in-

-
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citement to crime in all forms, and especially to licen-
tiousness, has been increased to a frightful extent in
recent times, through the impunity enjoyed by this
infamous clags of literature, * The public conscicnce
has been already so deteriorated by it that it will now
tolerate indecent articles from which it would have
shrunk with horror a few years ago.”

Such is the condition of affairs in France, and such
we Dbelicve would be conclusively shown to be the
condition of this country, by carefully and impar-
{idlly prepared statistics. None dispute that a larger
percentage of crime and wickednegs is now heard of
than ever before; but some try to make out that this
is occasioned by the improved facilities for transmit-
ting information., It is more than probable, however,
that the methods for transmitting information have
always kept pace with other devclopments, whether
of a commercial, social, or criminal character, and
that the effort to attribute the apparent increase of
crime to the improved facilities for disseminating
information, is not supported by the facts in the case.

It.needs but a casual glance at the columns of the
newspapers of our country, to convince the most skep-
tical that we have reached a time of unparalleled
crime, wickedness, and immorality. Traud and em-
bezzlement  among officials in prominent positions

;| prevails to an alarming extent, and but very few of

+ the offenders are ever punished.

In almost the entire
catalogue of crimes an astonishing increase is visible.
Suicide and insanity arc also increasing to such an
extent as to arrest the attcntion of the most thought-
ful and observing, and cause them to exclaim, “What
are we coming to ?”

If these things are not in fulfilinent of prophecies
found in the third chapter of second Timothy, it is
difficult to conceive what would be.

] @ P e

THE WORLD’S CONVERSION A FABLE.—1.

Tv is natural to the human heart to cherish that be-
lief which is agreeable to its own selfish feelings and
desires. That which promises temporal good is ar-
dently desired by the carnal mind. Mankind have
always loved to hear prophecies of good concerning
thiemselves ; and this demand for smooth things is the
great secret of the thriving business and unequaled
suceess of false prophets and teachers in all ages of
the world.

The faith that a world of sinners, growing worse
and worse, with the Bible in their hands, and its in-
creasing light flashing in their eyes (if they do not
cclose them), ave, in fact, growing better, and are on
the very threshold of conversion to God, and that
righteousness is about to run down our streets like
rivers, as naturally as the waters of Niagara pour over
the preeipice, is a most soothing and comfortable faith
to those who are disposed to be lulled to sleep in an
ensy position, where they may, in their pleasant
dreams, imagine they witness the truth of the saying
of the blind watchmen and false shepherds, ‘“To-
morrow shall be as this day, and much more abun-
dant.” Isa. 56 :10-12. Men in general desire the
plan of salvation to be just wide cnough to take them
in without any special change; and next to the doc-
trine of universal salvation, as a somniferous potion
with which to quict the merves of sinners in the

~ church and out, is the teaching that the narrow way

to life is growing broader and broader, or that the
multitude in the broad way are becoming so much
better than ancient sinners were, that they are about
to enter the narréw way as a matter of course.

No one should give currency to « doctrine of this
nature,—a doctrine so well calculated to flatter those
whose affections are riveted to the present world,—
without the best of evidence that it is true. Yet it is
taken without evidence, and handed about without
apy apparent sense of responsibility. The present
condition of the most highiy favored and enlightened
portions of mankind, so far from giving signs of the
conversion of the world, jnstify the predictions of
Scripture, that ““in the last days perilous tiines shall,
come,” that “evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse,” that “beeause iniquity shall abound, the
love of wmany shall grow cold,” ete. ; and consequept-

‘ly unless the conversion of the world is most clearly
_taugiit in the saered word, it is not deserving of the
least confidence.

That there is a future glory for the earth, is true.
Nothing is more clearly revealed. But the question
is, When ? Is it before the second coming of Christ,
or after ¢ TIs it before the resurrection of the saints
to imiortality, or after? Is it before the present
earth and elements melt with fervent heat in the * day

of judgment and perdition of ungodly men,” or af-
ter ? There will certainly be a time when ‘“ the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the
waters cover the sea,” when the ‘“people also shall
be all righteous,” and ‘“shall inherit the land forever,”
and ‘‘the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick,”—in
short, when the. ‘‘tabernacle of God,” having de-
scended from heaven, shall be with men, ‘“‘and God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ;.and there
shall e no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain; for the former
things” shallhave “passed away.” Will any of these
things De realized during the present dispensation ?

Ignorance of the clearly revealed assurance that the
people of God shall, in their glorified state, ‘‘ inherit
the earth and dwell therein forever,” has led many to
think that thosc promises of future glory on earth are
to e fulfilled in the last days of the gospel dispensa-
tion. They have thought it must be so, becanse of
the erroncous idea that after the advent of Christ and
the Jndgment, the Lord would have no further use for
the earth, but would burn it up, having transported
the saints to some ethereal heaven, and consigned the
wicked to an eternal hell, in some unknown -part of
the universe, created for the express purpose of eter-
nal torture. Thus from ignorance of the plainly re-
vealed doctrine of thc destiny of the earth as marked
out in prophecy, making it the place of recompense
both to the righteous and the wicked, the way hag
been opened for fables to multiply, some of which,
from a false standpoint, have a show of Bible proof.
Of this class is the doctrine under consideration ; but
when viewed from the true standpoint, it wil} be found
to have not the slightest foundation in the word of
God.

The first proof I adduce is the fact that, at the sec-
ond coming of Christ, the world wiil ‘e found in a
condition similar to that of the antediluvian world at
the time of the flood. If they were all righteous,
having been converted by the labors of Noah, ““a
preacher of rightcousness,” such will be the case w1th
those living in the close of the gospel dispensation ;
and of course none will flee to the rocks and mount-
ains to hide from the presence of the Lamb, In
such case it eannot be s “day of wrath,” for the Lord
Jesus cannot: ““be revealed from heaven in fiaming fire,
taking vengeance on those that know not God, and
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ;” be-
cause none of this evil character can be found upon
earth, the whole world having been previously con-
verted to God. i

““But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. Tor as in the days
that were before the fiood they were eating and drink-
ing, marrying and giving in mariage, until the day
that Noe entercd into the ark, and knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” Matt. 24 :87-89.
“Tven thus shall it be in the day when the Son of
man is revealed.” Luke 17 :80.

This proof is too plain and positive to need an ar-
gument. Before the flood men had been going from
DLad to worse, till Jehovalh could bear with them no
longer; therefore he brought the flood, as an apostle
says, “upon the world of the ungodly.” These tes-
timonies being true, the mass of mankind will be un-
godly at the time of the second advent. .

It may be said, in reply to this, that Satan, who
will have Dbeen bound during the thousand years of
the triumph of the church in the conversion of the
world, will be loosed for a little season, and deceive
and overtirow the mass of them that had been godly
for a thousnnd years ; and this accounts for the world’s
being found, at the advent, in the same ungodly state
as werve those in the days of Noah.

Those who will read Rev. 20 with care, will find
that the first resurrection, in which all the “blessed
and holy” come forth to “live and reign with Christ
a thonsand years,” takes place at the time when Satan
is bound ; and the rest of the dead, the wicke¥, “live
not again until the thousand years are finished.”
These, being raised from the dead at the time when
Satan is loosed, are the subjects of his deceptive
power, till fire ecomes down from God out of heaven
and devours them, But this ‘‘second’death hath no
power” upon those that had part in the first resurrec-
tion, thiose who lived and reigned with Christ during
the thousand years. Not-one falls away from that
Dblessed and holy number. Those that are deceived
by Satan after the two resurrections, are those that
were the subjects of his deceptive power in this Jife.
Some have said that this vast multitude, *the num-
ber of whom is as the sand of the sca,” are the chil-

-hig work shall be.

} 28:12-15. Again Isainh speaks of him thus:

dren that will be born to the righteous during the
thousand years. But it seems to us that it would de-
tract greatly from the glory and blessedness of that
triomphant period, for the. people of God to know

- that, at its close, their children would be cut down

before their eyes by fire from heaven.

But we have seen that the first resurrection takes
place when Satan is bound, at the beginning of the
thousand years. This resurrection does not take place
till the personal advent of Christ, “For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God ; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we
which are alive and remain shall be caught up to-
gether with them in the' clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.”
1 Thess. 4 : 16, 17. This text, in connection with Rev,
20, proves that the resurrection, to “‘reign with
Christ,” or to “ever be with the Lord,” takes place
at the personal advent of Christ, when the Lord Aim-
self shall dqscend from hcaven. This is the time, and
not a thousand years afterward, that the mass of men
will be found ungodly, as in the days of Noah. And
as the flood “took them all away,” so these will all be
slain in'that great day.of the wrath of God and of
the Lamb; and after lying dead for a thousand years,
during which the earth will be desolate of men, the
saints, immortal and glorified, having been taken away
to reign with Christ in heaven a thousand years, they
will come up in the second resurrection to meet their
final doom in the lake of fire.

It is at the second advent that, probation having
closed, the saints are rewarded with immortality,
“Thou shalt be.recompensed at the resurrection of
the just.” Luke 14:14. TItis then that the people
of God are changed from corruptible to incorruptible,
and from mortal to immortal, according to Paul in
1 Cor. 15; and havmg received the gift of God, which
is eternal life, they will be forever safe, forever with
the Lord ; first in heaven for a thousand years ; then,
returning to earth, witness the final conflagration in
which the wicked are cut off (the earth is ““reserved
unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition
of ungodly men.” - 2 Pet. 3 : 7. “When the wicked
are cut off, thou shaltsee it.” Ps. 87 :84); and, lastly,
enter npon the giorious inheritance of- the renovated
earth and ‘“dwell therein” and “reign forever zmd
ever.,” Rev, 22 :5. Y

But the mass of mankind will be found uncotverted
at the coming of Christ, and will remain unconverted
still; for he comes to. reward every man according as
Rev. 22 : 11, 12. How fearfully
deceptive, then, is the doctrine that -the whole world
will be converted before the coming of Christ !

R. F. C.
—— O P

A NOVEL FEATURE IN RELIGIOUS WORSHIP.

AN exchange relates the following remarkably
novel feature in religions exercises —

‘“ A priest of Canicatti, in the province of Goigenti,
Sicily, caused, a few days since, a terrible panic in his
church, which resulted in a large number of women
and children’s being injured in the crush which fol-
lowed. He broughtabout the calamity by introducing
into his pulpit a man whose face was blackened, and
whose head was furnished with a pair of horns, and
who wore a long tail. This masquerading person ap-
pemed in the act of exploding fire-crackers, and the
priest declared that he was the Devil.”

If that priest were familiar with the Bible refer-
ences to Satan, he would not attempt to palm off such
a hideous-looking creature as above described, as that
being. The Bible nowhere intimates that there is
sanything so frightful in the appearance of Satan as
hoofs, horns, and a forked tail ; on the contrary, it is
stated that he was at one time a being of Dbeautiful
appearance and noble bearing. The prophet Ezekiel
thus describes him: “Full of wisdom, and perfect
in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of
God ; every precious stone was thy covering, the sar-
dius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx,
and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the
carbnncle, and gold; the workmanship of thy tabrets
and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that
thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so; thou wast upon the
hioly mountain of God; thou hast walked up and
down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was found in thee,” Chapter
“How
art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning!” Chapter 14 : 12, Jesus uses similar lan-
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guage in Luke 10 : 18: ““And he said unto them, I
beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” This,
then, was the original condition of Satan—high and
exalted, near the throne of God, and he was wise,
beautiful, holy, and happy. Although it was more
than gix thousand years ago that le fell, and he has
Dbeen busily engaged ever since in the vigorous prose-
cution of his iniquitous schemes to ruin mankind, we
do not imagine that he has materially changed in his
personal appearance, He is still very powerful to
destroy human souls, To picture him according to
the description in the paragraph quoted, we regard
as a libel on his Satanic majesty, and even that we
do not regard as admissible according to Scripture.
We read in Jude 9, that when Christ was contending
with him over the hody of Moses, he ‘‘ durst not bring
against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord
rebuke thee.” It would seewn that if any one would
have the right and privilege to bring a railing accusa-
tion against Satan, that person would be the Son of
God; and certainly if he durst not, it ill becomes
human beings to do so.

‘We are not defending the character of Satan; but
the effort of the priest above referred to (and his ac-
tion is practically duplicated by many professed Chris-
tian ministers in our own country—verbally, at least)
results in great harm. Sensible people know that
Satan is no such being as that, and rather than be-
lieve that he is, they are led to dishelieve the existence
of a personal Devil; and that is just what Satan
wants people to conclude ; for if they do not believe
he exists, his' opportunities for leading them astray
are greatly improved. We doubt not that it pleases
Satan to have people represent him ag that kind of &
being; for he is thereby much better enabled to pros-
sccute his work of destroying souls. It is well to rec-
ognize the fact that Satan is a personal, spiritual
being, and that he has a large number of angels, all
of whom are engaged with him in a warfare against
Chirist and his angels. This great controversy is
over thig earth and its inhabitants, It is all-impor-
tant that we know something of the nature of Satan
and his methods of work, so as to be the better able
to avoid becoming his victims, The Bible supplies
all needful inuformation in this particular,

e P

. *ORTHODOXY AND SPIRITUALISM.

Tue Banner of ILight, the great organ of modern
Spiritualism, ventured a prophecy mote than twenty
years ago that is having & remarkable fulfillment.
In the issue of that paper for Oct. 21, 1865, appeared
the following statement .— -

“8pIrrrUALISM OR MATERIALISM.—This alternative
is now before the world. The church and clergy
must meet it, and choose between the two. They
must embrace Spérdtualism, or reject ‘mumortality
[meaning, of course, the inherent immortality of
man]. All who think that men and women live as
men and women, after the death of the body, must
inevitably be led to adopt the views of Spiritualists
respecting that disembodied life. For fear they shall
be regarded ag Spiritualists, the clergy do not preach
immortality one fourth as much as they did twenty
years ago. They nearly ignore the doetrine of in-
mortality, lest they be regarded as favoring Spirit-
ualism, They will be obliged to cast it out of thelr
creed entirely, and become materialists, or receive the
ideas of Spiritualists in regard to the location, occupa-
tion, relations, and needs of men and women in that
state.”

Orthodoxy did not reject the doctrine of man’s in-
herent immortality, but continued to claim it, and
during the past twenty years it has been constantly
preachied from pulpit and press. And what is the re-
sult —The adherents of Spiritualism have-increased
with amazing rapidity throughout thé world. Itis
safe to say that there is not an instance on record of
the rise of & system of belicf,” meaning as much as
.8piritualism means, that has met with such wonder-
fnl success in gaining adherents as has modern Spir-
itualism. It has been accepted by men in all classes
and conditions,—by professing church members as
well as infidels, by men in high official positions in
many nations of the earth, and by hundreds of the
clergy. In fact, it is virtually accepted by thousands
of men and women ‘who are at the same time mem-
bers in good standing in the popular ~ghurches.
Many ministers preach much that is' fundamental
dogtrine with the Spiritualists. It cannot be other-
wise so long as orthodoxy holds to the doctrine of
continued consciousness and intelligence after death,
1t is impossible for one who holds to this doctrine to
withstand the advances and claims of Spiritualism,

and the result cannot be otherwise than as stated by

the Banner of Light,—a virtual acceptance of Spirit-
ualism, :

The word of God presents the only antidote to the
seductive tendencies of thig system of iniquity. By
that we are informed that immortality, or eternal life,
is the gift of God ‘ through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Rom. 6:23. (See also 2 Tim. 1:1; Titus 1:2; 1
Johmn 4:9, dnd many others.) This immortality will
not be bestowed until Christ’s second advent, and the
resurrection. (See John 5:28, 29; 1 Thess. 4:16,
17, and others,) g

-
-4
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NEHEMIAH’S ZEAL FOR THE SABBATH.

Amone the righteous acts that Nehemiah did, to
which he could look back with humble and holy sat-
isfaction, .and fér which he could pray God to re-
member him, and spare him according to the great-
ness of his mercy, was that of enforcing the observ-
ance of the Sabbath, at a time when the Jews, who
had brotight God’s signal frown upon them by violat-
ing his law, but were being restored to his favor and
enjoying his blessings, were adding to their guilt by
profaning the holy Sabbath.

An account of Nehemial’s commendable zeal for
the Sabbath is found in Neh. 18. In the 19th verse
of this chapter we see how particular he was about the
time for commencing the Sabbath. He says : “* And
it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began
to be dark, before the Sabbath, 1 commanded that the
gates should be shut, and charged that they should
not be opened till after the Sabbath.” The gates of
Jerusalem beginning to be dark was doubtiess caused
by the sun’s leaving them, This is made very clear
by the French translation, which reads: Therefore
as soon as the sun had withdrawn itsclf from the
gates of Jerusalem, before the Sabbath, the gates
were shut by my commandment.”

This passage is particularly interesting in that it
shows : (1.) That Nehemiah looked to the sun to reg-
ulate the time for the commmencement of the Sabbath ;
(R.) If it is borne in mind that Jerusalem was sur-
rouynded by mountains, and that the gates were placed
undexjwide\ and high walls, the fact that Nehemiah
caused the gates to be shut as soon as the sun left
them, shows that he thought it necessary for the peo-
ple to leave their secular employment some time be-
fore the Sabbath commenced. And since the Sab-

bath rests on the same foundation and authority that

it did in Nehemialy’s time, and is a8 obligatory now ag
it was then, Nehemiah's example is indeed worthy of
imitation. . May we be imbued with the zeal and
manifest the- strictness that this ancient servant of
God evinced, that, like him, we may have the biessed
assurance that we have done the will of God, and that
we may be encouraged to implore his rich and great
mercy to those who keep his cominandments.—D. 7.
Bourdeau, '

R

EMOTIONAL RELIGION.

GENUINE religion is not so much a matter of feel-
ing as of principle. It begins in right thinking,
develops itself in right acting, and ends in a condi-
tion of love to God and good will toward men, The
attem}}l)t to violate this order, and to jump at once
into the enjoyment of results which are only to be
reached by long and patient labor, is & mistake which

causes most of the discredit into which religion and.

its advocates have fallen with the world at large.
The transient excitement produced by singing, pray-
ing, and impassioned exhorting, which multitudes
esteem the chief element of religious experience, is
found in practice to be of so little avail in making
men honest and good that it has ceased to command
the respect of sensible people, and the real article of
which it is a counterfeit comes to be despised along
with it. .

Whatayer gushing orators and sensational preachers
may say to the contrary, it is no more possible, in the
ordinary courge of things, to pass directly from a
state of sinfulness into a truly religious state, than it
is for o confirmed invalid to be at once restored to
health. There have, it is true, been cases of miracu-
lous gpiritual, as of miraculous corporeal, héaling, but
they do not occur often. The only means that can be
relied on, as a rule, to effect a radical and permanent
cure, requires time for its application. The’ spiritual
teacher who promises instant salvation to his fol-
lowers is as much of a quack as is the self-styled phy-
sician who advertises to cure digeases by simply giving
h;s pills, without change of diet or interference with
business. Both may succeed in giving temporary re-
lief ; but both in the end are sure to leave their pa-
tients worse off than they found them.

-of the interests of your employer.

In religion, as in the management of bodily health,

the one great point to be steadily L.pt in view is ab- .

stinence from sin. Kvery physician of experience
knows that if men would only refrain from improper
eating, drinking, and exposure, nine tenths of the
sickness of the world would immediately cease, and
the remaining tenth would not be slow in passing
away Hkewise. The science of medicine is every day
becoming less one of drug-giving and more one of reg-
imen. To find out the cause of sickness and put
a stop to it, is seen to be a much more gensible pro-
ceeding than to let the cause go on working, and only
try to remedy its effects. When the teachers of re
ligion come to the same conclusion, they will have
reason to expect success in their efforts to reform the
world, and not before. * *

Of the ten commandments, all but one point out
sins which are not to be committed, without say-
ing anything of church-going, revivals, prayer-mect-
ings, or hearing sermons. We are commanded not
to worship other than the one true God, not to
take hig name in vain, not to labor on the Sabbath
day, not to steal, nor tell lies, nor murder, nor com-
mit adultery, and, finally, not to cherish even the de-
sire of doing such things. It requires no argument
to show that if men would only faithfully follow
these few simple precepts, there would be an end of
sin, and earth would become like heaven, '

The difficulty is that, simple as these Jaws appear to
be, they are amazingly hard to obey in practical life,
and all sorts of expedients have been invented to get
around them. In .devising these expedients none
have been more zealous than the ministers of religlon
themselves. One fiction which they have popularized
is that it is impossible to obey the commandments,
and that, therefore, obedience is not necessary. As

if God would trifle with his creatnres by enjoining’

upon them an impossibility! Another fiction is that
membership in certain ecclesiastical organizations is a
protection against the consequences of disobedience,
—a kind of insurance policy, as it were, against hell
fire. Another is, that no matter what sins we cominit,
Jesus Christ bas suffered our punishment for usg, and
therefore we shall escape. To come fairly and square-
ly out with the scriptural dociring, **The soul that
sinneth, it shall die,” is the last thing that seems to be
thought of, .

Ot course it has been found that none of these de-
vices are successful in producing that peace and joy
and contentment which are the fruits of a truly re-

ligious life, and further mcasures have had to be re- |

sorted to to supply the deficiency. To continue the
parallel of the body and the soul, the glow of health
being wanting, its absence has been supplied by stim-
ulants ; just as the glutton takes brandy to rslieve his
indigestion, or as opium is administered to destioy
the sense of pain. It is not too much to say that
niné tenths of the existing machinery of religion has
had its origin in the effort to produce a semblance of
genuine fervor in breasts which are so filled with natu-
ral bad passions that there is no room for heavenly
affections, The corporeal titilation of exquisite mu-
sic and architecture, the thrill of oratory, and the
rousing fervor of congregationalsinging, are made to
do duty for the nobler and higher earnestness that
results from a life of strict obedlence to the law of

~CGod. And the consequence is that, with millions, re-

ligion, as we have said, has come to be regarded as
an affair of the emotions alone, without any neces-
sary connection with honesty and virtue. :

It is seen that there is no incompatibility between
the most fervid religious experiences and thorough
geoundrelism in every-day life. Eminent church-
going Christians and eloquent talkers about their love
to Jesus, their sweet out-pourings of soul, and their
ecstatic enjoyment of heavenly contemplation, are
found to be none the le® corrupt politicians, dis-
honest merchants, tricky lawyers, and bad husbands,
fathers, and citizens generally, If abstinence from
sin, in obedicnce to the divine laws, were made, as it
ought to be, the chief and prominent element of re-
ligious life, all this would be avoided. If the world
saw that the professors and ministers of religion were
careful not to lie, "defraud, indulge in revenge an'd

~

adultery, nor in any way to wrong their fellow-men, -

they would respect them accordingly; and their dis-
piay of religious emotion, instead of exciting con-
tempt, as it now too often does, would lead to a de-
sire to share in its enjoyment.— Selected. .

————— 8 P,

WE cannot love God without firgt believing him,
Faith, therefore, stands first in order, and may be re-
garded as the intellectnal condition of souship. Love,
talking a more inward and central position, is the
emotional or affectional condition of sonship. So
that, if faith stands first in order, love stands firgt in
rank.— Upham. o

WraAT you find to do, do it with your might. Be
diligent in business ; do one thing at a time, and fin-
ish what you begin. Let nothing divert your study
Make his interest
your interest; he will, in time, if not at first, appre-
ciate and reward yonr efforts. Be prompt, temper-
ate, industrious; never ““in the drag;” always up to
time, or a little ahcad.
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Gemperance Quilook,

“ PROHIBITION DEPENDENT ON THE BALLOT
AND THE MORAL COURAGE
OF THE PEOPLE.”

Tur National Prohibition Bureau, with headquar-
ters in New York City, is doing a noble work in gcat-
tering broadcast the most valuable temperance and
prohibition literature. In a leaflet recently issued by
the Bureau is the following able discussion of the
above quegtion :—

“An ecffectual prohibition of the liquor traffic de-
mands positive, active, and aggressive measures, All
thinking minds who are willing to sce and,appreciate
the awful amount of crimme and misery that is caused
by rum-sclling, readily admit this, and yet we find a
large number of persons in both of the old political
pnrties, and also in the Chiristian church, who spend
their time, money, and influence to promote what is
called ‘non-partisan’ temperance ; and at the same
time they delude themselves with the assumption that
this duty coversithe most important field of temper-
ance worlk, entirely overlooking the more efficient
power and means they possess of shutting up the al-
lurements of the liquor saloons by the conscientious
use of the ballot, which necessarily includes the se-
lection of such rulers as are pledged to, and in sym-
i+  pathy with, the prohibition of alcoholic liquors as a
" beverage.

“ What the liquor-dealer wants is to be let alone,
with legal sanction ; and we are fagt learning the im-
portant and imperative lesson that political prohibi-
tion is the only effectual preventive. Anything short
of this is a delusion and a-snare, and a wicked pre-
text and excuse for a selfish adherence to old prej-
udices, and the fear of losing personal and political
popularity. This is the Red Sea of difficulty that we
are called upon to pass through before we can come
into the promiscd land of Prohibition, :

“The obligation for securing the prohibition of this
terrible evil is upon us. As the liquor-saloon exists
by the will of the pcople, there is nothing that is so
entively within our abilities as the use of the ballot

-

has so great a demand on our action and generous
impulses, or appeals more strongly to our Christian
and patriotic sentiments, than the outrageous per-
vergion of law and justice that is effected by the sell-
ing of this liquid poison to the people ; and notwith-
standing it may cost us some great personal sacrifice
to overcome preconceived ideas, the magnitude of
the work and the benefit humanity will secure through
the annihilation of the curse of rum-selling, more
than justifies the moral heroism required. .
«But there will always be some doubting Thomases
among the people, and even in the Prohibition ranks,
unless they have the results of prohibition forced
upon their attention, and see a large combination of
the people already formed. These doubting Thom-
ases stand ready to question-thé principle, and with-
hold their active confidenece and co-operation ; they
wunt Lo see the principle of prohibition fully carried
out, and all its advantages popularized, before they
are ready to join the crowd and cry, Hosanna! But
this was not the spirit that Christ wanted in his fol-
lowers. In the cause of right, justice, and humanity
we must have the spirit of self-sacrifice, a true faiths
and indomitable courage to resist the clamor of self-
interest and vicious appetites, and he willing to sub-
mit to the loss of personal comfort and popularity.

“Loyalty to the best interests of our couniry de-

mands the exercise of a strong, deflant, and manly
op{)osition to this curse of all curses, the liquor traffic,
this mongter of iniquity, which brings such an ava-

t Nanche of debauchery over vur wholeland. We must
be willing to call things by their right names, and
not justify and cover up these open doors to perdition
by the title of ‘respectable’ satoons,

«Christ said, ‘Blessed are they that have not seen
and yet bave believed.” It is this faith in the right
that makes us trnly heroic, We must have the cour-
"age of conviction and the baekbone of determination,
to be entitled to the' Well done, good and faithfnl
sexvant |’ ) .

“We must, to some extent, be pioneers in the devel-
" opment of truth, to justify our claim to moral strength.
"We must have a righteous indignation for the mean,
sordid, selfish duplicity practiced upon the people by

. the liquor-dealers and politicians of both parties, and
. :also,.a'holy horror for the wicked stupidity that is
|+ .mow: being practiced under the garb of religion and
1040 the Wame of non-partisanship, which furnishes the
viim-gallér with a justification, by a legal sanction or
litetine, forsp-monopoly of crime, - .
1must:be pioneers of truth to justify oyr claim
1 §trdnpth; and our ¢ffoits shonld be on the line
' iiii’,"@“bbia‘i réfbféncé to, making our moral

W

geoure: legal. uagion. - To say that you can-

self aild’ 'deceive othets, and .i§ airant nonsense;

for its annihilation ; and certainly no other one thing.

- nof;malkie:men sobér by law, is simply to cheat your-

there is no way to preveht drunkenness so effective’
as absolute law. Moral suasion ecnacted info law,:
which means a penalty ‘for the crithe of manufactur-
ing ‘or selling the dangerous liquid; is prohiBition .

the present emergency. It is as old as the decalogue;
in fact, it is the very acme and gist of all law. Pro-
hibition is legislation confirmed by genalties. Law
has no stronger meaning than prohibition, and pro-
hibition is the most effective and the only teacher of
which the drunkard-maker takes gny cognizance.
Preaching, praying, or talking temperance is to him
only moonshine. It is only enforced prohibition that
will nake him a law-abiding citizen.

**The use of politics as a means for the enactment of
law to suppress vice, thus commencing at the very
fountain or cause of crime, is true statesmanship;
therefore, let the people demand prohibition as the
acme of virtuous legislation, ‘'with a determination
that on this question they will ask no more and will
take mnothing less. It is certainly a fallacious and
Utopian idea to suppose that the liquor traflic of this
country can be reached by a friendly effort to per-
suade those engaged in it to abandon their business ;
or that the beer and whisky sellers, and the political
parties who are in league with them, will consenf to
the passage of any laws or the enforcement of any
ena(itments that will damage their interests. ‘Nay,
verily !’

“A community that depends on law for its protec-
tion, must have the kind of law that will protect. A law
that will apply to the liquor-dealer must be a law
founded on morality. You cannot reach this ques-
tion of rum-selling in any other way, and this is the
very object and essence of a prohibitory law. Law
is the best and only educator of the people, and the
only educator for men who are engaged in a business
that injures the community. The liquor-dealers’ in-
terests are all invested and devoted to the very object
that the law would condemn, and the law must there-
fore be made effective by an enforcement of penal-
ties, which will require a combination of the people,
or, in other words, a party behind the law. Any-
thing short of a positive and effective prohibition by
law, and a party to enforce the law, will be a delusive,
complicated, and dangerous experiment. All law,
either local or general, constitutional, statutory, or
municipal, is subject to the same necessity. Lawson
the statute-books will not and cannot enforce them-
gelves ; and we cannot depend on parties whose in-
terests and existence are linked with the liquor traffic,
to enforce them. We must have a party whose ob-
ject and interests are identifled with and committed
to prohibition. Therefore, the saloon must be snowed

canery will ever be able to reach it; and ag this terri-
ble evil and curse of liquor-selling can be buried un-

der an avalanche of ballots, let us all work and pray
that the avalanche may come quickly.”

~ Qlotes from the qgfiel;i.‘

“The field Is the world.”.

@ Brief mention of work done and results accomplished
by Seventh-day Adventists, in different parts of the field,
according to reports received since our last issue:—

GEorerA.—Tent meetings held at Atlanta result in
six converts.

Ipano.—J. W. Scoles reports an interesting series
of meetings at Moscow.

SwepeN. —Tent meetings are in progress at Stock-
holm, with encouraging results.

CoLorap0.—Tent meetings at Grand Junction re-
sult in a company of eight believers.

NEw York.—Eld. M. H. Brown reports several ad-
ditions to the various churches that he has visited re-
cently. 4 .

Micuraan.—Tent meetings being held at Armada;
four persons have recently embraced the faith at St.
Louis. SO

Kansas.—Church’ at Windom receives four addi-
tional members : tent  meetings at Marion result in a
company of believers. - i

Ruope IsuAND.—Tent meetings are being held at
Providence by two different tent companies, the re-
sults being favorable thus far.

Mixnesora.-—Tent meetings are being held at Win-
ona with favorable prospects; church at Kasota re-
ceives three additional members.

 INDXYANA.—Meetings at North Salem result in the
cohyersion of two persons, and the awakening of a
degp-interest with many others.

s IQH%O\,—Five converts baptized at Bellefontaine ;

3 qﬂ:ings being held at Mt. Vernon; church
jpership at Columbus increased to fifty-two.

ISCONSIN. —Six converts baptized at Cataract, also
a like number at La Grange; church at Milwaukee
o 'giiyes three additional members ; tent meetings are
ix progress at Ogdensburg.

YiraiNIA.—The tent meetings being held at Mt.
Crawford result in a goodly company of believers, who
aré ready for church organization ; three additions to
the' gompany of believers at Marshall.

" PRNNSYLVANIA.~Tent meetings being held at Round
‘and Willlamsport; J. G. Saunders reports the
bapitem-of seven converts in Erie and Crawford coun-

pure and gimple. This is no new word coined for

| tied'; tent meetings in progress at Albion,

\

under so deep that no symmer sun of political chi- .

'TENNESSEE.—A series of meetings held at Gleason
results in a goodly number of converts ; seven con-
verts 8ign the church covenant at Lane; tent meet-
ings being held at Barren Springs.

DArora.—Tent meetings being held at Lisbon; at
the Dakota Conference held at Mitchell, June 22-28,
four ministers and three licentiates were authorized
to labor publicly during the ensuing year.

The Thealogical ﬂﬁut[ﬁm

....Among the immigrants to this country in 1886
were 269 clergymen.

....A force of 2,000 colporters distribute ‘sermons
among the non-church-going population of Berlin,
Germany. ‘

....Rev. Mr. Tong, a Chinese Baptist preacher, de-
livers exhortations in front of a large pagan temple in
Chinatown, San Francisco, every Sunday.

....Evangelistic work is being diligently prosecuted
during the summer in Chicago by Major Whittle and
Mr. E. W. Bliss. They‘use a large tent in which to
hold mectings. :

... The Chinese Government has ordered that every
foreign missionary shall henceforth hold a passport
from his own governmeht showing his actual nation-
ality. All other passports will be invalid.

....The Presbyterian churches in New Jersey have
made arrangements to hold special missionary meet-
ings in all parts of the State, ending November 19,
for the purpose of arousing greater interest in foreign
missions, .

....The Congregation of the Propaganda is await-
ing the report of a meeting-of eleven American bish-
.ops, presided over by Cardinal Gibbons, before pro-
nouncing finally whether the Vatican approves or
condemns the order of the Knights of Labor.

....An international convention for the develop-

ment and encouragement of practical Christian worl,

will be held in New York City, September 21-28, un-

der the direetion of the Committee for Christian.
Workers in the United States and Canada,

....The Christian Advocats speaks thus in referring
to the Salvation Army methods: “If the Methodist
Episcopal, the Baptist, and other churches were as
energetic, zcalous, and spiritually minded as they
should be, and in earlier times were, and as deeply
interested.in the converslon of the abandoned: as- the
Methodists were. when, they could get a hearing from
no other class, there would be no need or place for
any such irregular, guerrilla religious warfare,”

....A new church recently organized at Fitch-
burg, Mass., has taken the name “Berean Church.”
By their covenant they agree to take the Bible as
their only rule of faith and practice, church order
and discipline, making Christian character the only
test of fellowship and communion. . They do not be-
lieve that any.will suffer eternal pain or sorrow in an-
other life, but that ‘“the wages of sin ,is death.”
They believe in the doctrine of the se¢ond advent.
Some of the members of the new church were formerly
prominent in the Baptist Church.

....Speaking upon the subject of Church and State
union, a writer in the Ohristian at Work says: “But
chiefly the Romish Church has sold herself to- the
governments of earth. It is her poliey in every
land. Throuih her priests she controls her people.
Everywhere she traffics with the eivil power, to en-
hance her ecclesiastical prerogatives. In the United
States she sells her votes to the party that is most sub-
servient, and that gives the largest returns in the way
of money and influence. In Ireland shie, so far as
she dares, throws her influence with the Home Rule
party, to maintain her power over them. In Ger-
many she sells her influence to despotic Bismarck,
that she may increase the influence of her: bishops.
Such is her policy. Everywhere, for her own ad-
vancement, she bargains and traffics with the powers
of the world. And it is to that shameless and persis-
»tent policy that she owes her worldly grandeur and
power.”

.
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{3 As tho “Doctrinal Artieles” for this issue are
of unusual length, we omit the * Christian Life” de-
partment.  But really all that appears in the Sicxne
pertaing in some way to Christian life, and should be
applied accordingly.

) e L
¥~ It {8 an interesting fact that in 1808, Rov.
Elias Smith, in the ¢ first religious ncwspaper pub-
lished in the world,” viz., the Herald of Gospel Liberty,
issued at Portsmouth, N. H., defended the view that
immortality was God’s free gift bestowed on the good
alone through Christ at their resurrcction, all the
wicked utterly perishing and truly dying in the day
of the second death. Thousands of his followers in
the Chiristian eonneetion held the same opinion.

t o

. §55 The National Reforn Association have a diffi-
-eult problem on their hands to solve; that is, to show
liow we can have *“ areligious amendment ” of our Con-
stitution,’ and not have the laws under it dietate to
any one in matters of religion, but be merely sanitary
or police regulalions, something ‘entirely secular, and
not religious at all; how the desired amendment ean
“place all Christinn laws, institutions, and usages in
our government on'an unhdeniable légal basis in thle
fundanmiental law of the land,” and yet not coeree any
one in matters of religious faith or praetiee; how it
can compel obedience to what they claim is the law
of God, and yet not take the place of God to control
men’s eonsciences, but leave all to the free enjoyment
of their roligious rights. When the ‘Reformers”

can make all this clear, we shall be glad to note it.-

Pill then we shall belicve that they mean that the
majority shall be conscience for the minority in mat-
ters of religious faith and praetiee, R. F. C.

e + D

05 By.the gospel is meant the good news of salva-
tion through Jesus Christ. This includes,.in general
"terms, the Inearnation, birth, life, teaching, crucifixion,
burial, resurrection, ascension, and second advent of
our.Saviour. All these features, exeepting the last
mentloned, arc mattors’ of history, and abundantly
autheiiticated. Tlie sceond coming of Christ is as
‘much a part of the gospel as was his birth or resur-
rection.; amd in the event of its failure, the plan of
salvation would be a failure. This is a feature that
many are apt to overlook, and they preach the com-
pletion of ‘each pnd every feature of that plan, and

that all that now remains is for the good to die and go.

direetly to heaven. The seeond, personal, visible
coming of Christ is to'be the grand erowning, trium-
phant event in the plan of salvation. Thatevent will
bring the great eonsmnmation of the plan of salva-
tion,—the realization of the Christian’s hope, viz., a

- “resurrection from the dead to cternal life, or a ehange

equi'\mleﬁt théreto. The second coming of Christ is
emplmtiqq],l‘y the present truth for this generation,

-and will eontinue to be until he comes,

OBLITERATING DENOMINATIONAL
DIFFERENCES.

CAra 1'céent Diocesan Convention of Episcopalians,

- held at Indianapolis, Ind., an incident transpired that

mny be taken as a good-sized straw, indieative of the
prevailing wind as regards the breaking down of de-
119'1}1iuationnl'diﬂ’.erences. It is thus related by an ex-
change +—

“During the observance of the holy communion,
Dr. MelLeod, of the Seeond Presbyterian ehureh of
that city, came in and occupicd a scat near Dr. Brad-
ley, rector of Christ church. M. Bradley invited the
Doetor to ecommune with them, which he did.  After
communion service was over, and the Convention duly
organized, Bishop Knickerbocker ealled the attention
of the Convention to the fact that a distinguished
member of the Presbyterian Church, in the person of
Dr. MecLeod, was present. His prescnce was ae-
knowledged by the Convention rising to their feet.
Dr. McLeod responded to the compliment by saying
that to be recctved by such a gathering indicated that
brotherly feeling that should prevail in all churches :
for no matler what one or the other believes, they all are
working for the same end.” e

The Doctor’s, remarks were received with much ap-
plause. by the Convention.

This ery of ‘“no matter what one or the other be-
Heves” is the watelh-word of the day in promoting
church union. Doetrine (what one believes) is to be

' “Be ye all of,one mind.”

lieve.

ignored. But we do not so read the Bible. Paul
said, ‘“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye
are called inbne hopé of your calling; one Lord, one
Jaith [belief], one baptism.” Eph. 4:4, 5. Again:

same spirit of faith [belief].” 2 Cor. 4 : 18. After
naming the gifts that were placed in the church, aud
their purpose, Paul says in Eph, 4 : 13, intimatiug the
length of time the same were to continue, ““Till we
all come in the unity of the faith [belief].” Accord-
ing to the Bible method of ehureh union it makes
some difference what one believes; and if so, the
popular elamor for ehurch union is on a false basis.
If ehureh union is effected on this basis, it is plain to
be seen that it will not be the union of the true church
of Christ; for when the Lord brings again his Zion,
all are to see ‘“eye to eye.” Isa. 52 :7, 8 These
people who are so loud in proelaiming that it mnakes
no difference what one belicves, have either forgot-
ten or else. have never read 2 Thess, 2 : 12: ““That
they all might be damned who delieve not the truth, Isht
had pleasure in unrighteousness.”

Yes, friends, it does make a difference what we be-

——
REACHING THE UNCHURCHED.

CoMMENTING on the above topic, the New York
eorrespondent of the Chicago Standard says :—

“One way is to have churches open and ministers
at home in the summer season. Closed elurches are
powerfnl preaehers against the truths declared in
them when they are open. Many persons who have

_sickness and death in their homes, and who go to half

a dozen ehurehes before they can find a minister to
help them in their sorrow, by visiting the sick and
bmrying the dead, come to feel bitterly toward the
churches, But these persons are easily won when it
is seen that some one cares for-their sick ehildren and
for their own ungavedsouls. Personal attention from
the pastor at this tilne of the year in such cases will
do more to win them to Christ than years of ordinary
church work. TFaets in two eases illustrative of these
statements have come before us within the past few
days. Closed churches pnd pastors long absent do
much toward making true the charge that a great
gulf cxists between the eburches and the poorer
people in onr ecities.”

The foregoing emphasizes the position that we have
long held, viz., that the practice of suminer vaeations
for preachers and the consequent closing of churches,
is indicative of alow state of spirituality and a very
meager interest in the welfare of the unconverted.
Could the truth be known, we suspect that in the
majority of cases it would be found that a love of
personal comfort and the opportunity for pleasure-
sccking are prevailing eauses of the closing of
ehurchesa during the heated term. In this we sce
2 Tim. 8 : 4, 5 fitly exemplified; men are ‘‘lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God ; having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof.”

—_— e

AUTHORITY FOR THE SUNDAY-SABBATH. .

~Wg find the following question and answer in the
Brainerd (Minn.) Journal, of July 28, 1887 :—

“ EDITOR JOURNAL :—

: “I wish to inquire whether it is

elaimed by the believers in a first day or Sunday Sab-

bath, that thexe is any scriptural authority for observ-

ing the first day instead of the scventh day as the Sab-

bath. Please answer through the Journal.
‘‘Regpeetfully,
“INQUIRER.”

RepLY: “We have never heard it elaimed that
there was any seriptural authority. for a Sunday-Sab-
bath. The Jewish scventh-day Sabbath, eommonly
known at this time as Saturday, is the only scriptural
Sabbath that we know anything about. The observ-
ance of Sunday as a day of worship was practiced by
the early Christian Fathers, in ecommemoration of the
resurrection of Christ and the descent of the Ioly
Ghost. The New Testarnent, while mentioning sueh
a comparatively unimportant matter as the illness of
Simon Peter’s wife’s mother, nowhere intimates a
change of the Sabbath to another day. Those who
keep the seventb-day Sabbath admit that the early
Chiristian Fathers observed the first day of the week
as a day of worship in commemoration of the resur-
rection of Christ, but they do not admit that this is
sufficient authority for the overthrow of a Sabbiith
based upon the clear and unquestioned authority ;of
the Bible.” .

It is seldom that an editor of a seeular newspaper
is found who is sufficiently frank and independent to
utter his sentiments, espeeially when they are in such
confliet with the popular belief and practice as are
those of the editor of the Journal, above quoted.
The general investigation of the Sabbath question
that is now going on throughout the world, is con-

1 Peter 8 : 8. ““Having the

vineing thousands of worthy and intelligent people in
all stations of life that therc is no scriptural authority
for the first-day-of-the-week Sabbath, and very man y
of them are. aetipg upon their convietions and accept-,
ing the 'Sabbath of the Lord. The Reformation is -
still going on, and one of the partieular features upon.’
wlich reform is demanded at the present time is the
Sabbath question. May all the honest in heart be led
to a full aeceptance of all the truth for this age of the
world. : K

¢
i

THE SYMBOLIC PROPHECIES RELIABLE.'

WHENEVER 2 government is described in the Script-
ures under & symbol, the description jnfallibly points ‘
out the government to which;it applics; for it fulfills
every speeification given, and - no other does. The
one which fulfills every part of tlie description is the
one intended, and of such there can be only one; so
there is no neeessity for a mistake. By this rule
these prophecies have, by their fulfillmeni, proved
themselves truly inspired ; and honee they may be re-
lied on as absolutely infallible.

For example: Take the deseription of the little
horn of the fourth beast of Daniel’s propheey as given-
inchap. 7:25. The Roman papaey has fulfilled every -
point in the deseription. Tt has spoken great words'
against the Most High, by assuming to itself the tiths',l’ '
attributes, and prerogatives which belong to God
alone, even laying elalm to infallibility, Tt has worn
out the saints of the Most High by its crnel persecu- |
tions during the Dark Ages of its long and bloody
reign, as is attested by the millions of martyrs it has
slain. It eontinued its reign for a time, times, and a
half, or 1260 year days, from A. D. 588, when the decrce
of the Roman emperor, making the bishop of Rome
the supreme head of ali the ehurches, went into effect,
to A, 0. 1798, when the pope was earried ¢aptive into
France. :

But I eall particular attention to the point in the -
description, that he would think to change the times
and the law of God. The facl that the papal chureh
does elaim the power and right to ehange the law of
God; and that it has done it,—a thing that no other
carthly government has ever elaimed the power or |
right to do,—makes the application of the prophecy to
that power most certain. Infidel Franee might and
did assert that there is no God; but no other power .
-except the papaey, professing faith in the God of the’
-Bible, ever has claimed the right or ability to change
his law. .

But this power and right is the first article In“tho
papal ereed; that is, the first in importanee. 'To.the
question, “How prove you that the Church Halh
power to eominand feasts and holy days ?” the answer -
is, “ By the very act of changing the Sabbath into
Sunday.”—Abridgment of Christian Doctrine, an ap-
proved Catholic work.

Again, another Catholic authority says:— .

‘“ Ques,—Have you any other way of proving that
the Churchi has power to institute festivals of pre-
eept ? .

¢ Ans.—Had she not such power, . . . _she could
not have substituted the olservance of Sunday; the
first day of the week, for the observance of Saturday,
the seventh dn‘y, & change for which there is no .
Scriptural authority.”—Doctrinal Catechism.

A fow years ago a Roman bishop at Belfast, 18-
land, speaking of this change of the Iaw of God, -
said, “We, the Church, did that astonishing feat.”

In this brief investigation we have found that the
papal power is the one described under the symbol of
the little horn of the fourth beast of Daniel 7. And
if the reader will compare its deseription with _tliat
of the beast of Rev. 13 : 1-10, he will see that the
two are identical, describing the sanie power; conse-
quently that the beast, against whose worship we are
warned in Rev. 14 : 9-11, is the papacy, the author of
the professed ehange of the law of God. And any
one who will study these propheeies, and compare -

them with the history of their fulfiilment, will eome -

to the conclugion that they are rellable, being given

by the Spirit of God for our understanding and profit.
R. P, C
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