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SIGNS OF OHRIST'S OOHINGn

Wiiv jrag thy eharfut wheels, O Time?
How stow the ntoving houra !

Wher witl,thy buds, O ¢ blessed hupo,”
fixpand to porfect Howors?

Whon will the bluckmanid weary night,
S full of ains and sighs,

End, and the dawn of rightevusuess
Upon the world ariyo?

Crowns tromblo meath Hiy * tron rod,”
Thrones sway W every blast ; Ps
Darl ghadows of ovonts to conte
Upon tho world muo cast |

Thie stately pillurs of our pride,
On which wo placed our trust,
Like Jonnir's gouwd, fn one brief hour
Aro lovaled with the dust.

The posthence, with fetid I;x‘oatll,
Comes up from sluucand pen,

And studls throngh hall and pauper hut
To tako tho i oy of wien,

Avo thosa My sigoal-flags unfurtodw- |
His witeh-ficdb In the aight o«
v o tell us of His nony appeonci
Wiio brings the promilsod Hght ?

Thon JUft yourr heads, y:)- wooping ohee |
. Look upward thivough your tears|
. Your night of gorrow soon shintt el

;T hoavon's oternnl yoars.
~Jelected,

mmiemtere]
—

Jlates and Gamoynts,

[
¢
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28~ NOTICI .~ Parties recarving this Paper, not hav-
_ing subscribed for it, may know that it js sent to them by
" the courtesy of some friend. Do not hesitate to take it
from the Office, for none will be called upon to pay for
any numbers they have not ordered. We invite candid
attontion to the Contents of the Paper, and when you
have read i, please hand it to a Friend or Neighbor.

I)P.l‘ho’l‘lw, taith implics one or wore of four things:
That we me ignorat concerning tho evidences
upon which faith should resty 2, That we are in-

eredulous regavding the validity of thuse evidenees

works suggested by those evidences; 4. That we are
g0 perverse and headstrong as ddlbemldy to refuso
to aceept of the evidences upon which faith should
vest, The existence of any of these features is
chargeable to vs a8 sin,

s P

CHRIST connnunded the diseiples to pray that their
flight from Judea should not he on the Sabbath
dny. DMatt. 24:20. This flight took place A. p. 70,
about forty years after tho crucifixion. And Christ
did not enjoin this duty upon them because the gates
of Jerusalem would be shut on the Sabbath, so that
they could not flee; for (1.) The command to flee is
to those who would bo in Judea; and (2.) Josephus
(*“Jowish Wurs,” book 2, chap. 19) informs us that
a fow days before the flight, the Jews actually went
out in battle aguinst the Romans on the Sabbath. Tt
wag, therofore, because the Savienr regarded the Sub-
bath und wished to have Christians keep it, that he

3. That we have been derelict in the performanee of

enjoined this duty on his followers; and history in-
forms” vs that they did. observe it. Suvely, Chyist
hag much to gay ahout the Sabbath. .

.4&

l‘nh following is » specimen of the kind of literary

food which is 1adled out by certain Catholio j Jom-
nals of Tialy, in this elsewhere eullgl;tuned age, to
the ignorant masses, which probably have no access
to a maore roliable source of information. It is taken
by the Christiiche H elt from an Italian paper pub-
lished near Naples:—

Muarlin Luther, the chlef orlginator of the sect of the
Protestunts, throughot his entlye 1fe snstained the most
Intimate velutions witll the Devll, from whom he received hils
unballowed doetrines.  The Devil slept with Luther, he
hetped hin in his studivs, and even ate with him, Respeet-
lug Calvin and ~Zwh.gll, we kuow stintlar things. There
exlsts, fu recont fimes, 8 scet nf Devil-worshipers, whieh liag
no other origin than fu the so-ealled Reformation,

Tho only reuson such vituperation dovs not sppear

“in Awmerican Cathulie journmls is that people heve

would ho ntelligent ouuugh to discern jts truo charac-
ter at a glance.

N an article recently coutributed to the Forinightly
I Review, ou Y Missionary Finance,” Cunon Tsnne
Taylor, who has lately heeome eouspicuons in the re-
lgious aresm through his uttacks on foreign mission-
ary methods, montions the fact that vast sums loenlly
raised for the missions of the region do not enter
intv the system of liome-qudited accounts, and sur-
mises ns the renson that much of tho nney *ig eni-
ployed in paying converts, those ‘ rico Christians,’ or
' rupeo-Christions, as they are called, whose existenco
so seriously discredits the genuine results of the
labors of the missionaries.”  If this surmise be true,
-—if it bo true that the gift of God is set before the
heathen ag purchasable with money or goods,-—then
such forcigu missionary work has certainly reached
# stage in porversion where the sooner it is stopped,
the better.  TI6 is but a repetition of the caso of Peter
and Simon the sorcerer, anly in this ingtance Simon
daos not ofter to purchase the grace of God, but Peter
buys it for him.

i ue following, relative to the work of the reeent

Chicago m(,u,m;) of the Tllinois Sabbath Assocta-
tion, appeared in Satarday’s issue of the daily News,
in a column devoted to * Private Opinion.”  The
faet that there are mauy outside tho ruks of seventh-
day obgervers who discern the evil which lics hidden
in the moventent for Sunday legislation, and nro will-
ing to speak out in opposition to it, shows the urgept
necessity of getting the truth on this sulject beforo
the public.  This bit of private opinion was addressed
to the News from a vesident of Chicago:—

Your synopsls of the Rev. Dr, Blanchard's seron in
Monday morning’s News suggested the query : Whither are
we deiftog,—toward the twentioth century ov the six-
teenth ¥ What is the tendeney of all this agitation for leg-
istution ot & questlon puavely religious, and relating solely
to personal counscienco It f8 clearly a8 step toward re-es-
tablishing the eccleslastical intolerance and intellectaal
thralldom of thie Middle Ages, which {8 rore to be deplored
than the evil 1t proposes to remedy. The trouble s that
these self-styled National Reformers mlstake thefr emlling.
The nission of the churches i3 thut of moral educators, and
not of leglslators ; and mly movement toward the legisla-
tive enforcement of any roliglous Instilution—~8abbath ob-
servance or anything else—-is a long backward stride toward
a unlon of ehurch and stute, and to be deplored by every
over of hamman diberty.,  Mr. Binnehand says ;¢ The Purl-
tans did not invent the Chrlsttan Sabbuth, but found 1t {n
the Bible,”!  Can he inforac the public where In the Bible he
fluds any anthority for attaching any sacredness to the flyst
day of the week, commonly called Sunday ?  Far no sacred

character can be found ageribed to the ¢ vénukublo day of
the sun,” except In heathgu mythology, or by authority of
tho ehurch, whose jnrisdmuon Mr. B. will prompily depy. - . -

Lt it be remembered algo that while there are
many who, like thg, gentleman above quoted, ave in-
telligent enough on the subjeat to discern the evil of -~
such doings at » glance, thore sre very many mor
who only necd to have their attention called to.l&, &
be led to take a sumhn' sbaud agmnsb db e

~0 those who object to tlxc Sabbath on the ground
that it was not commanded over as a new law by
Christ or his spostles, it may be roplied that the law
of ten commandments was not- repealed; hepoe,
there was no necessity for re-cuseting any part of iti -
Therefore, Christ and the apostles treat that law as
authority,  They quote from it, and enforee it on
the same authirity that proclaimod it on Sinai.  Says
Christ, “ Why do ye also transgress the command.
maont of God by your teadition? For God com-
manded, saying, Honor thy father and mother.”
And James says, “He thut suid [that law which
suid, margin], Do not commit adultery, said also,
Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultory, yot ¥
thon kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.
So spenk yo, and 80 do, ns they that shall bo judged
by the law of liberty.” James 2:11, 12, Chuigt
and the apostles taught and enjoined the law ag writ-
ten iu the Hebrew language, and without the altera-
tion of one letter or tittlo of a lotter (Matt. 6217,
18), ns known by the Jows, and of which the Jews,
bonsted, Said Chirist ta the young man who wanted
to kuow whut he should do to have oternal lifa,
“Iiou knowest the commandments,” Mnrk 10:19;.
Matt. 19:17, eto. And to the- Jew, Paul says,
“Thou that makest thy boast of the law, throngh
breaking the law dishouorest thou God?’ R,
2:23.

o id '

IN many of Chuist’s sayings a deep meaning,~a
more than mere surface siguification,—-ig discover-
able.  As nn instance, natice Matt. 26:11: “Ye
have the poor always with you; but me yo have not
always.”  Llow true it is that we do not always have
Christ with us; and yet wo may, and shonld. We
do not have Christ with uy when we negloet or ro-
fuse to give that eonsiderution to the poor that Christ
himself taught us to give,  Christ taught us that our
acts toward our fellow-beings ho recognizes as por-
formed direetly to himself: Then shall the King say
unto them ou his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world; for I was an hungered,
and ye guve me meut; I was thirsty, and yo gave me
drink ; I wag a slranger, and ye took me iu; naked,
and ye clothed me; I was sick, and yo visited me; I
was in prison, and ye cante unto me, Then shall the
righteous answer hint, saying, Lord, when saw we
thee an hungered, aud fed thee ?.or thirsty, and gave
theo drink ? when saw we thee a stranger, and took
thee in ? or naked, and clothed thee? or whon saw
wo thee sick, or in prison, and come unto thes?
Aud the King shall answer and say unto them, Vorily
I say unto you, Innsmuch as yo have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, yo have done
it unto me,”  Matt. 26 :34~40, 'I'bus if we look at
the matter as wo should, we will recognize Christ ag
continunlly with us in the person of those of our fel-

low-beings who need the aid that wo aro able to give
them.
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“8peak thou the things which become sound doctrine,” Titus 211,

THE LAW OF TEN COMMANDMENTS AND THE
TYPICAL LAW.

BY D. T. BOURDEAU,

# My righteousness shall . nmot be abolished,
Hearkon unto me, ye that know righteousuess, the
pe}olple in whose heatt is my law.” Isa. 61:6, 7.
« Having abolished in his flesh tho enmity, even the
law of commandments contsined in ordinances.”
Eph, 2:15. A

Though the term “law’ is applied to various
‘things in the Bible, yet it is'n fact that in the same
inspired volume it sometimes denotes the immuta-

‘ble law of ten commandments, and somctimes that
system of typical ordinances and regulaticns which
was abolished by the death of Christ.

Undor the former dispensation, when moral and
typical obligations were alike binding on God’s peo-
la, the ten commandinents were treated ag a distinot
Paw as the law par excellence, Soon after the pro-
mulgation of the ten commandments, the Lord said

to Moses: “ Comoe up to me into the monnt, and be
there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a
law, and commandments whioh I have writton.”
.Ex. 24:12, The Lord wrote only the ten com-
mandments, and these formed o distinet, separato law.
» Forty years lator, Moscs, referring to the procla-
mation of this same law, said: “Tho Lovd came
from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he
shined forth from Mount Paran, and he enme with
ten thousands of saints: from his right hand wont
a fiery law.” Deut. 33:2. The sense of the ex-
ression “ fiery law”’ is given by Moses himseclf in
%eut. 5:922: “These words {the ten command-
ments] the Lord apake unto all yuur nssembly in the
mount out of the midst of the firo, of the cloud,
_and of the thick darkness, with a great voice; and
he added no more.”

- Phis law is here represented as going from God’s
right hand, The expression denotes pawer, right,
and honor. Jonsh 4:11; Matt. 25:33-41, eto.

. 'In power and majesty did God prociaim his right-
eous law of ton commandments, Ile lionored it
gbovo ovory other law given to mun by delivering it
to tho people with his own voice, by writing it with
his own finger on stong, and by Having it put in the
ark, to which it gavo its name - the ark of the tes
timony. Dent, 6:292: Ex. 25:16, 21, 22. It also
gave its name to the tabernacle. Ex. 38:21. Tt is
the only testimony that God ever delivered orally to
a whole nation, and he gave it with a voico that
ghook tho carth, showing that it had & world-wide
application. Heb. 12:26.

No law over eamo t» man attended with such a
lisplay of lpower, glory, honor, and royal majesty.
The typical law was not treated thuy, The Lord
simply spoke it to Moses, who wrote it and delivered
it to the people, and then put it in the side of the
ark., Deut. 31:26, oto.

This would scem sufficient as a safeguard against
confounding the law of ten commandments with
other lawa, DBut evidences of this kind -are not
wanting in the Old Testament, David acknowledges
and teaches that the 'ten commandincnts are s dis-
tinet law, when he says, “The lnw of thy mouth ['ior
the “law which thou hast pronounced with thy
mouth,” Fronch tranglations] 1s better unto me than
thousands of gold and silver.” s 119:72; read
also verses 13, 88; Lix. 25:21, 22.
~ % Hear the word of the Lord, yo rulers of Sodom
‘give ear unto the law of our God, yo people of
Qomorrah. To what purpose is the muiltitude of
your saerifices unto me? saith the Lord"” Tsa 1:
10, 11, Ile also mentions new moons, sabhaths, cte.
God had a law separato from salrifices, sabbaths con-
nocted with now moons (see Tievitious 23), a law
which he wanted his people to keep first of all, and
this law was tho law of"ten commandments; for he
soon reproves them for their unchnstity, their thefts,
their murders. Iea. 1:21, eto. Through the samo
prophet, Jehovah thus spesks of the immutability of
this law: My righteousncss shall not be abolished.
Hearken uuto me, yo that know righteousness, the
g‘eople in whose heart is my law.” Tsa. 51:8,'7.

his unabolished Jaw is righteousncss, and David,
- spoaking of the law of God’s mouth, says: “ All thy

commandments are righteousness.” «Thy right-
eousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law
is the truth,”” * (Jencorning thy testimonies, I have

known of old that thou hast founded them farever,”
Ps. 119:172, 142, 162, 72; read also Ps. 40:6-10;
Matt, 5:17-20; 1 John §5:17; 3:4, 10; 2:29;
Deut. 6:25; 5, cte.

“ Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon
this people, even the fruit of their thoughts, beeause
they have not hcarkened unto-my words, vor to my
law, but rejocted it To what purpase cometh there
to me incenso fromn Sheba, and tho sweet cance from a
far country ? your burnt-offerings are not aceeptable,
nor your sacrifices sweet nntome?”  Jor, 6:19, 20,
God could not accept their incense, burnt.offerings,
and sacrifices, 8o long as thoy rcjected his law. If
the oneJaw theory was of -divine origin, God would
have told his people that ho would not mecopt their
snorifices, cte., #o Jong ns they rejected o pirt of his
law. 'They violated the law of ten commandments,

-and to offor incense nud sacrifices while doing this,

would bo the samo as praying and partaking of tho
Lord’s supper while cherishing known sing. This
wonld be frustrating ono great objeet of the typical
law, which was to lend to ropentanee, and to obedi-
ence to the law of ten commnandments

“Thug saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Tsracl:
Put your burnt-offerings unto your sacrifices, and
cat flesh, TFor I spako not unto yonr fathers, nor
commanded them in the day that I brought themn
out of tho land of Igypt, concerning burnt-offerings
or sacrifices; but this thing commanded T them,
gaying, Obey my voice, and I will bo your God, and

yo shall be my people,” Jer. 7:21-23. This
voico of God was tho ton commandwents. When

(God was about to proclaim these commandments to
his people, he said to them: ¢ Now thercfore, if yo
will obey my voice indeed, and keop my covenant,
then ye shall bo a peendiar treasure unto me above all
people,” eto. Ex. 19:5. Also, ““Aud the Lord
spako unto you aut of tho midst of the fire: ye
henrd the voice of the words, but saw no similitude;
only yo heard a voice. And he declared unto you
his covenant, which he commanded you to perform,
even ten commandments; and he wrote them uwpen
two tables of stone.”” * When thou nrt in tribula-
tion, and all these things are come upon thee, cven
in the latter days, if thou turn to tho Lord thy God,
and shalt be obedient to his voice, . . . ho will not
forsake thee,” cte. Deut. 4:12, 13, 30, 31.

When God brought tho childven of Isracl out of
tho land of Egypt, ho gavo his voloo, or law of ten
commandmonts, the priority, holding 1t forth s that
which was of prime importance.  Bnt thia ghall
be the covenant that I will make with tho house of
Tsracl: After thoso days, saith the Lord, T wjll put
my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and.will be their God, and they shall be my
people.”  Jer. 31:33  This is said of the new
covenant, Tho first thing that the Tord does for
those with whom he makes this covenant, is to write
his lnw in their heaits.  Thosoe for whom this work
is done will Jove and keep tho law in question, which
enn be no other than the law of ten commandments
for that is the only law that existed in Jeremiah's
time, which would ba obligatory under the new cove-
nant,

But the typieal Jaw was not to e in foreo under
the new covenant; and this truth conld be discerned

in the typieal systcm itself, as well as in certain

prophecies relating to Christ nud his work, even un-
der the old dispensation.  God nover enjoined a law
without giving thoese for whom it was intended the
means of determtining ity ohjoets and the reasons why
it shonld be kept.  The leading object of the typical.
law was to teach tlo grand trath that a Savionr
would conte.  Every sacrifice and every typieal vite
and ordinance said 1o those concerncd; A Saviour
will come.  But all those who were consecrated and
well instructed could readily sco that when the
Saviour's coming and work on earth should be in the
pust, a change would necessurily have to take place;
for to keep np typienl rites aud ordinances teaching
that Christ was to come, when it would bo a fact
that Christ had already come, wonld be twrning teath-
fnl cuwblems into palpable untruths,  This would be
true of the whole typical system, which must neces-
sarily cease by limitation, Hence it is that Daniel,
forescoing the work of Christ at his fivst coming,
said : ¢ Mo shall causc the sacrifice and tho oblation
to ccase.” Dan. 9:27.  Of course, when the saeri-
fice and oblation should ccase, all typical ordinauces
and obligations would lose their binding force. Hence
it is that the Lord said through Hosea: T will also
cause all her mirth to cease, her feast-days, hor new
moons, and her gabbaths, and all her solemn feasts,”
Hos. 27:11. .

These things {hat wero to ccase cannot embrace

‘matters of history, abundantly attested.

the seventh-day Sabbathj for that Sabbath belougs
to a law of righteousness which tho Lord himself de-
clares “shall not be abolished” (Isa. 61:6, 7, ete.),
which is the covenant that God “commanded to a
thousand gencrations,” tho “evorlasting covennut,'
tho “ perfect” law or covenant whose commandments
are “sure,” “righteous ealtogether,” “aro dono in
truth and uprightness,” nnd “stand fast forever and
ever,” Dent, 4:133 1 Chron. 16:16-17; Deut,
7:9; Iix, 20:6, Tvonch trauslations; Isa. 24:5;
56:4; Ps. 19:7-93 111:5-9; 119, cto,, cte. Tho
naturo of tho law in question, and tho fact that that
law was not to be abolished, cte., compel us to give™
to the words “ everlasting” and “forever,” as horg
used, the broadest genso that they aro capablo of
conveying,

b
i ¢ o

THE SECOND ADVENT OF CHRIST,

Tur etornal interests of tho entiva human race
center more completoly in the work of Christ than in*
any other consideration that ean be named. Christ
is tho great central figure of tha plan of salvation,
and all of his several offices in that most wondevful
phn are of supreme interest to human beings. They
are all warthy of the most paiustaking and eandid
study. Ilis divine incarnation, his birth, carthly
lifo, death, huvial, resurrcetion, and ascensian, are nll
His work ag
high priest is now going on in the heavenly sanctuary.

It hoa been in progress sinco his asconsion. It is

drawing to n close, The next great event that is to
occur is his sccomd advent to this earth to claim and
reccive his own.  T'his will bo the crowning ovent in
tho work of Christ in conncotion with tfi® plan of
salvation, The Lloly Seriptures aro not silgnt upon
this momentous theme, but are repleto witlh inforia-
tion that is within the grasp of* qur ‘comprghension.
We may know for a certainty. what will constituto
many of tho sccompanying inocidents, and we may
kuow approximately the time of that great ovent.

It is the purposo of the following * Bible Read-
ing* to bring to tho mind of the reader some,of the
evidences concorning Christ’s second advent, with a
view of establishing faith in that prospective event,
and affording encouragement to those who are look -
ing and longing for the snme .

1, Where ts Ohrist at the present time ®

{For Ohrist ta nat entered tnfo the holy plneea made with
hands, which are tho fignres of the true 3 but tnto heaven
gvseg; now to appear in the presence of dod for ua.” Heb.

124, . v,

As the Jewlsh high priest appeared bofore the shekiuah,
the symbol of the divine presenco in the l:nbcrm'\éle, 80 Chrlst
appears before God limself in our behalt tn heaven. 1o |
has gone to'plead for our salvation ; to present thé merits of
his blood as a pbrmanent reason why we shonid be saved.—
DBarnes. . .

ITe had eulered ¢ into heaven nmr,"' to appenar’in tho fm-
mediato prescuce of God, as tho advocnte for rebets and
enemies,’ and in order to procuro them full pardon, abundant
grace, and cternal Nfo.—Scoft, .

2. How long «ill ke remain in hedven P

“And he shall send Josus Chrlst, which beforo was
preached unto you ; whom the heaven iust recetve until the
times of restitntion of all things, whiclr God hath gpoken hy
the moith of all his boly prophets sineo tho world began.”’
Acts 3 : 20, 21, '

Thus it s used heve by the Syvine ¢ Until the complement,
ot filling up, of tho tlmes 3" that {8, of all tho events foretold
by tho prophets, ete. Thus the Arabie: “Untfl the times
which shall establish the perfection or completion ot alt the
predictions of the prophets,” ete. It this sense the passage
meana that the heavens must recetvo the Lord Jesus nntl
rll things spoken by the prophets in relatlon to his work,
hig reign, tho spread of the gospel, the trinmph of religion,
cte., shall havo been fulfitied. It i_ﬂso conveys ihe dea of
the predicted recovery of the world from sy, and tho restors-
tion of peace and ordery tho consummation of the work ot
the Meesiah, new began, but not yet complete § stow t iy
be in {ts advances, but trinmphant and cortfin In is prog-
ress and 1ts close,— Darney.

8. Wil he then come the second time P

8o Clirtst was ones offered to benr the &ins of many §
and unto them that look for him shiadl he appenr ihe sccond
time without slu unto salvation.”” 1Ilen. 9 :28.

He shall appear without, having dono with, separate from
sli, to thern that walt for him. . , . The objecs of’ Chrlst’s
sccond appenrance shall be to bying in salvation.—Alford.

He left the world and ascended to heaven, but he will
again retnrn to the earth, and his people age tooking for that
time as the perfod when they shall be rafsed up from their
graves 3 when they shall be publicly acknowledged ns his,
and when they shall bo admitted to heaven.—ZBarnes.

4. Did Job belicve in the second advent of Christ

« For I know that my Redeemer Hveth, and that be shaft
stand at the latter day upon the earth, aud though after 1y,
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B et cousaumitst

skin worms destroy ihis body, yet In my flesh shait I seo
God 3 whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shalt be-
rold, und not aunother ; though my relng be consuned within
me. Joh 19 256-27.

Weo lmve here Job's creed, nr coufession of falth, . , .
Job was tnught of God to believe in a llving Redectuer, and
to lopk for the resurrection of the dend, and the life of the
world to come. . .. He appenls to the coming of the
Redeemer. — Henry.

The Valgate renders 1t, Y Tor I know that my Redeemer
lives, and that in the‘last day I shall rlse fram the earth ;
and again I shall bo envelgped with my skin, snd {n my
flesh shall T sce my.God.  Whom | mysetf shall see, and oy
eyes shall behdtd, and not another—this, my hope, 18 Inid up
In my bosom.®y

5. What shows the degres of importance atlached to
this subject by Job ?

N Oh that my words were now written § oh Jhat they weve
printed In & book | ‘Phat they were graven wlth an lron pen
ad fend in the rock for ever §7 Verses 28, 94.

Thd'reuson why Jub mentions the fron pen here is, that he

@ wished ‘a permanent record, He did not desire one made
with paint or chatk, but one whieh would convey his senti-
ments down to fuiure times,—Barnes. .

6. In connection with what event did David say that

* e should be satisfied ?

« As for me, I will behold thy face In righteousuness § I
shall be satlsfled, when I awake, witb thy likeuess,” P,
17:1B

The obvious iuterpretation of the passago, therefore, so
far as Its sense can be determined froin the connection, fs to
refer it to the awakening In the morning of the resurrection §
and thero 18 nothing in the Ianguage ftself, or jn the known
sentlments of the Psabulst, to forbid this interprotation,—
Barnes,

7. According to Johw's testimony, when will David
realize his hoped-for satisfaction ?

¥ Beloved, now are wo the sons of (tod, aud it doth not
yet appear what we shall be ; but wo know that, when he

shall appear, we sball be like him § for we ahall seo hlm a8
hels” 1John8:2.

The complete conformity of the Christian to his Lord, In
body and sonl, will not ho poysessed till the genernd resurrec-
tion,~— Yeott.

It I8 clearly implied hore that there will be an fufluenco in
beholding the Saviaur as ho is, which will tend to make us
ke Bim, or to trausfarm us Into his Nkeness.— Bairues.

Tho verh [appear] now vefers to Cluist, when ke shall ap-
pear ; for Lo teaches the smne thing with Paul, in Gol, 8: 8,
4, whero he says, * Your life fs lid with Christ in God.
When Qlrist, who 18 our life, shiall appear, then shall'ye also
appear with him in glory.,” For our faith camot stand
otherwise than by looking to the coming of Clrlst.—Caluvin.

8. What is Isaiak's prophecy regarding that event ?

“ He wiil swallow up death In victory ; and the Lord God
will wipos away tears from off ull faces ; and the rebuke of
his people shill he take away from off all the earth 5 for the
Lovd hath spokien it.  And it shall be suid {n that d».), Lo,
this is our God ; wo hnve walted for him, and he will save
us: this s the Lord; we have wulted for him, we will he
glad and rejolce in Ms salvailon,” Isa 25 :8, 9.

‘The ehurch yet walits for him [Cbrlet] to come aud sct up
his kingdora, aud to turn all her mourning 1uto joy. . . .
Every hellover expeets his flnal appearance, as *‘the great
God and our Saviour,”'— Scott,

9. What very definits statement of our Saviousr's on the
subject of the second advent i recorded by Malthew ?

“And then shall appear the slgn of the Son of man in
hewven 3 and theu shalt all tho tribes af the carth niourn,
and they shall see the Son of mun coming in the clouds of
henven with power and great glory,” Matt, 24 ; 80,

1t 1s beyond alt doubt that the following description [that
of Matt. 24 :80] neithur relatos to an luvisiblo advent of
Christ, nor ean he understood In any mctaphorical sense
whatever. . , , Lot any one, with an unprejudiced mind,
place himsclf within the sphere of fdeas famillar to the
hearers of Jesus, and he will entertain no doubt that tbe
clouds, lu which he prowmises to appear, are MHtorally clouds
of lght.—Olshausen.

That this language flnds its highest interprotation in the
sccond personal coming of Chilst, s most cerlain.-—~Jami.
son, Nausset, and Brown.

10. Who skall sce the Suviour when he comes !

Concerning thoso who shall behold Christ at his second
adyent, it will be noticed that the statoment is that after the
sign of the Son of man appears, * the tribes of the earth ahall

‘mourn.” The words immediately following are ‘“‘and they
[the tribes of the earth] shall s¢s the Son of man coming in
the elouds of heaven.” Ilence the conclusion ls unavold
able that Christ’s second ndvent will be visible to the entire
world theu living,

11. What record did Mark make on the sams subject ?

¢ And then shall they seo the Son of man coming n the
clouds Wwith grent power and glory.” Mark 18 : 26,

12. What @3 Luke's record on ilis subject ?

‘“And then shisll they sce the Som of man coming ina
cloud with power and great glory.”  Luke 21 :27,

18. What does Pauld say regarding the wmatlr 7

“¥or this we say unto you by tho word of the Lord, tbat
‘we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord

shall not prevent themn which aie asteep,  For the Lord him-
self Bhall descend from heaven with o shout, with the volee
of the archungel, and with the trump of God ; and the dend
In Christ shall rise first.  Then we which are ulive aud re-
nain shall be eanght up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord fn the alr ; nnd so sball we ever b with tbe
Lord.” 1 'Phess. 4:156-17,

“'he Lord himself?  ‘TChat I3, Jesus Christ shall descend
from beaven ; shall descend In Hke maumer as he was seen
by bis disciples to aseend, 4. e, tn his human form, but now
tuiinitely more glorlous.—Qlarte,

14, What point does Paul emphasize i this stalement ?

Tho coming of the Loxd, by saylug, * The Lord hlmaelf
shall descend,” ete.

16, What use are Christians exhoried o make of these
words of Paul's ?

“Wherefore comfort ono another with these words,”
Verse 18.

They were to hulng these glorfons trnths and these bright
prospects hefore thelr minds, In order to alleviate the sor-
ruws of bereavement. Tbe toples of consolation are tbese :
First, that those who had died {n the faith would not always
Ue tn the grave ; sccond, tiiat when they rosey they would not
occupy an inferlor conditlon because they were cut off before
the comning of the Lord ; and thivd, that all. Clirlstlans, liv:
ing aund dead, would be recelved to beaven and dwell forever
with the Lord.-- Barnes, s

Weo shiould endeavor to support one another In thues of
gorrow § . . . and that muy be done by serious consfderation
and disecourse on the muny good lessons to be learued from
the doeiriug of the resurrection of the dead, the second com-
tug of Christ, and the glary of tho saints In that day.— EHenry.

16. What importance did Peter altach lo the power

.and coming of our Lord Jeswui Ohrist ?

H Moreover I will endeavor that ye may be able afier my
deceass ta have these things aavays hn remgmbrance,  For
we liave not followed eunuingly devised Ifw;bles, when wo
made kunown unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Chrlst, but were cyc-wisnesscs of hls majesty.”? 2
Peter 1:15, 10

It {s true of the gospel in general that it !s not founded
on cunningly devised fables; but the partieulay point re-
ferred to here is the promised ecming of the Saviour, The
cvldence of that fact Peter proposes mow to sdduce. . . .
The transliguration , . . was designed to show to them what
he [Christ] would be i1 his glory, and to furnlsb to than a
demonstration wiiich they could never forget, that he would
yet set up his kingdow o the world. . . . The evidence, as
It lay in Peter’s mind, was that that transfiguration was de-
stgned to furnish praof to them that the Messiah would eor-
tainly appear in glory, and to give them a view of him as
eoming to veign which would never fade from thelr inemory.
As that had not yet been aecomplished, he maintained that
tho cvidence was clear that {6 nust occur .at somo futuroe
time, —DBarnes.

17. What did the angels tell t/w disciples at the time of
Ohrist's ascension ?

* Aud while tbey looked steadiustly toward heaven ae he
went. up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel 5
whieh also sald, Ye mnen of Gallles, why stand yo gazing up
into heaven # this sume Jesus, which i8 taken up from you
{nto heaven, sball 80 come In ke manner as ye huva seen him
go into heaven.,”” Acts 1:10, 11,

Though he was now aseended to his glorlous throne In
hieaven, to return no more to ronide on earth fn his former
condition, he would assuredly come at length, in a visible
maunner, in the clouds of henven ~-Scott,

Tho plraso ** thus will come tn the manner ye beheld him?
refers, beyoud nil question, to tho visfble returu of our Lord
in his glorified humanity, wbich {s taught by ali the New Toe-
tament writers.—Olshausern.

18. How did the disciples fedl aftor mtnoasmg ths as-
consion, and hearing such joyful news ?

¢ Aud he led them out as far a4 to Bethany, and he Hfted

bis hands, and blessed thera, And It came to pass,
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and earrfed
up Into heaven, And thay wowblped lim, and returncad to
Jerusalem with great joy § and were continualty ln the
temple, praising and Llessing God,” Luke 24.; §0-58,

19. Whai testimony @id Jesus givs regarding Mq re
turn?

“In my Father's house are many muusions ' lt it were
not 80, I would have told you. Igo to prepure a place for
you. And if I go and prepuro a flaw for you, I will come
agatn, aud receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there
yo may bo also,” John 14:2, 8,

20, What will the mdwzdual do who truly and ein-
cerely belicvss tn the second comiag of Christ #

¢ Beloved, now are we the sonn of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall ho ; but we know that, when he
shall appear, wo shall be like him ; for wo shall seo him us
he {8, Aud every man that hath this hope ln M pur{feth
himself, oven as he fs pure.” 1 John 8:8, 8,

Under the influence of tius hope: of beiug like the Saviour,
be puts forth thoso cfforts in struggling against sin, and in
overconing his evil propensities. which are necessary to
make him pure. . . ., The partieular thought here js; that
the hope of bhefng like Christ, and of being permitted to
dwell with biin, wili lead a man to earnest efforts to become
holy, and will be actunily fallowed by such a resuif, — Barnes.

Would it not rejolce your hearts if you were sure to live
to sce the comiug of tbe Lord, and to seo his glorlous ap-

pearing and retinue? If you were not to die, but to be
caught up thus to meet the Lord, would you bo averse to
thist  Would it not be the greatest joy that you could de-
sire?  For iny own part, I must confess to you that death,
as deaih appearcth to me, 18 an enemy, and my natuve doth
ubhor und fear it.  But the thonghts of the coming of the
Lord are most sweet and joyful to me, so that If I wore but
sure that I should live to sco It, and that the trumpot should
sound, and the dead should riso, and tho Lord uppear, be-
fore the period of iy age, it would be the joyfullest tidings
to me In the world, Oh, that I might ses his kingdom
come § It is the character of bis safuts to love his appear-
Ing, and to look for that blessed hope, ¢ The Bplrit and the
bride say, Come.” ‘' Even so, come, Lord Jesus,” Come
quickly, ts the volee of faith, and hope, and love.

But I find not that his sorvants are thus cbaracterized by
thelr desive to dle. It s, thorefare, the presence of thelr
Lord that they desire ; but it {8 dcath that they abhor, and,
therefore, though they can submit to death, 1t is the comling
of Christ that they love and foug for, If deatb be the last
enemy to be destroyed ‘at the resurrection, we may learn how
carncstly bellovers should long and pray for the second com-
lug of Christ, when thls full and final conquest shall be
made, There 18 something in death that e penal, even to
bellevers ; but in the coming of Christ and thelr resurrec-
tlon, there {s notlting but glovifylng grace.~—Ztichard .Bazm',
vol. 17, pp. bb5, 500.

' ALNOST PERSUVADED,”

Srrare s

Tun knock was loud at thy heart te-night §
Hast thou lot the Master in?
Ho touched thlae syollds to give theo slght ;
For & moment the world lost {ts false, falr Nght, ,
And hell sesined nesr and heaven seemed brlght,
Aund heavy the welghit of sin,

Hast thou oponted yot? For he standeth near,
Aud he blds theo look, aud sse
The slde they plerced with the oruel spesr,
The nail-torn bands, and the thorn-srowned head,
And the blood for thine atonement shed,
That the curse might pass from thee.

Haat thou opened yett O, the words wore plain
Thut tiuve toitched thy heart to-night;
They told of the Savlour's life of paln,—~
Horueless, gorrowiul, tempted, lorn,—
That a stuless robe might by thec be worn
In heaven’s own spotloss light,

By thiat Jifo and death with thy soul he pleads, -
And Ialn would lils rich gilts bring;
Thete is fuil provision for alf thy needs, - ...
A sight of the Crucified glves theo peace; .
¥rom the eurso of sin and its fear, relepss }
From the hour of dosth, its sting.

There aro robos of earth that in dust wiil lle, | .
And songs that will end in tears;
Sunshine to set in rayless gloowm,
Flowers to hide thy way to the tomb,
Aud through endloss agos a Jost soul’s ory,
For the wastud, vanishod years,

There’s & home where God wipes the tears away,
Where we lay aside the sln,
Wliere nover a happy one will say,
* I i sick, or pajned, or grieved to-day)™
Aud the Saviour walts to show thes the way,
And to bld thee enter tu,

Joy in the presence of Aod to-nlght,
If thou wilt avise and come ;
But the joy of fiends, 11 they seo thes slight
Tho robe, the crown, and the home of ltght,
And ohoose the puths that wilf end in night,
Aud doath for thy final doom, *

.

—Selsoted,

L
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STRONG FOUNDATIONS.

s v

A srtony is told of Lepsux, s member of the
Fronch Directory, that with much thought and study
he bad invented a new religion, to be called ' Theo-
philanthropy,” & kind of organized Rousseaulsm ;
and that, being disappointed in its not being readily
approved and adopted, he complalned to Talloyrand |
of the difficulty he found in introducing it. N

“1 am pot surprised,” snid Talloyrand, *gt the
difficulty you find in your effort. It is no easy _ma.t- :
ter to Introduce a new religion. But there i onae '
thing I would advise you to do, and then, perhaps. ,
you might succeed.”

“'What is it ? what is it.?” asked the other with
eagoerness. 3

“It is this,” said Talleyrand; *“go and be cruei-
fled, and then be buried, and then rise again on the
third day, and then go on working miracles, raising
the dead, and heallng all manner of discases, and
casting out devils, and then It is possible that you
might accomplish your end !” And the philosopher,
crest-fallen and confounded, went away silent.—Sel,

WAt we have to do in this world Is not to make
our conditions, but to make the best of them,— Rufus
i, '
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. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.

'I‘Im 80- called "Christmn Science” of the prcsent

- tjay is fast going to seed. It is putting forth such
. preposterous claims that all sober-thinking people
must regard it as one of the most transparent of de-

It claims that there is no-disease, infirmity,
or mortality oxcopt in the wrong conceptions oxisting
in the mind; snd when theso conceptions ean be dis-
pelied, disease and all infirmity will disappear, and
‘men will llve foraver. Its disciples are beginning to
urge the claim that the advent of this science is the

. ,
RETIER]

. #econd. coming of Ohrist and the ushering in of the

~millennium,
These statements are made on the nuthority of a

_long articlo on this subjoct in the Chicago Daily

. T'ribune, of Bept. 19, 1888. At No, 571 Columbus
Ave,, New York, so this paper states, is a finc white
sahdstone building, which s a lawfully chartered

- metaphysical college, devoted to the promulgation of

this sclence. Thls college is in charge of Dr. Frank
T, Mason, who, in the conrse of an Interviow with a
reporter of tho New York Sunm, is represented as
stating the nature and work of Christian Science in
_the following langnage :—
2. %The physlcal, personal Jesus has dlsappeared, and man-
. kind dwejls to-day in tho place ho prowntsed to prepare for
us. He has come again to receive us unto himself in his
" Father’s kingdom—a condition of miud, not of ocality.”

_“Then you believe that Christian Scicnce i8 the second
coming of Christ $ we asked.

_“The Bible declares that the second coming of Christ
shall be without sin unto salvation,” rcplied Mr. Mason.
44 Christian Sclonco toaches that sin has no existence in re-
ality. Neitber, indeed, do sickness and death. They ave
but misconceptions arising from a perverted sense.  If theso
malighraot evils aro renllties, God must sapport tljem, mak-
fng him anythiug but ‘a very present lielp in time of
trouble.! Thercfore sin destroyed to the human consclous-
ness would Indeed be the sccond comiag of Christ. . But
bear In mind, this sccond coming of Chrlst s not physical,
but mental,””’ .

It appears from this language thiat Mr. Mason has
rend the Scriptures sufflclently to have in mind some-
thing of their phrascology respecling the sceond ad-
vent of Christ and the end of the world. How, then,
can we account for such a gross misapplieation of the
teachings of the Blble on this quostion as s here set
forth ? It can be explained only on one hypothesis;
naniely, that mon have so long nnd persistently re-
jected the true feaching of the Heriptures on this sul-
joot that they are glven up to follow the fietions of
thefr own fancy, and adopt ag verjties the creations
of their own darkenred Imaglnations. And such & ro-
sult s Inevitable ; for the sure word of propheey tes-
tifles that when men will not receive the love of the
truth, they place themselves under the spoll of a
strong delusion. 2 Thess. 2:10, 11,

The report embraced also an account of an inter
view with Dr. J, F. Eastman, of whieh the reporter
said :—

Dr, J. . Eastman agreed with all Dr, Mnson had eaiil
about Christlan Bclence healtng.  According to his bellef,

the world 18 entering the nmitllenninm, and depends only,

npon the spread of the Cheistlan Belenco for a complete
overthrow of sin and world!licess,

-On the subject of the Indeflnite contlnuanee of our

Jbresont lfe, the following s given The reporter
asked ¢+ -

“Then, hnder proper conditions, ¢ you think true Christinn
flelentiats can lve forever 17

“Do you mean in a physical ot fnd aplrlt.unl sense 1%
.1 mean the physical,}t

‘Y supposed you meant that,” sald Dr. Eastman, with a
smife, “and my answer {s, Yea. 0

“Do you belleve that you can sustain yotr own life in.
definitely 17

UI do "

“Then why cannot you sustain others with the same per-

. pétual life 1 ¥

¢ 1 ean, under the right conditions.!”

There are said to be some 20,000 adherents of this
gystem already in the United States, and hotween
two and three thousand studenis in the varlous
schools studying this so-called science,

It seems utterly mhrvelous that any should deliber-
atoly give themeelves up to such hallucinations, and

study to fasten such deceptions upon their own
minds. But this only confirms those prophecices
which set forth the charicteristics of the last days.
*"Decelving and being deceived,” says the record.
2 Tim. 8 :18.

Spiritualism arises and c]mms to bo the second
coming of Chrigt} Christian Sclentists now stand up
and proclaim, ‘“This is the second coming of Chrlat 1”
Tho National Reformers 1o through the land shout.
ing, ““Vote Christ in as rulor of this nation, aund then
the millennlum will have begun!” Al a thonsand
hniluclnations thrnst thomselves up on this hand, and
a thousand on the other, each claiming to bo the
great power of light and truth which is to usher In
the kingdom of God. Verily Chyist's trne kingdom
must be at hand, or o wuch drviftwood would not
show itsclf upon the current, and so many counter-
feits spring into exlstence. Meanwhilo the flood df
ovil and lniquity; perplexity and distress, swells
anace in all the world.

When wo look at these things, and mark how all
history is but a counterpart of prophecy, how pres-
ent facts respond to past predictions, how the durk
lineaments of the present ago are filling up most cx-
actly the outline of the last days, drawn long ago by
the proplietic peneil; and how, in harmony with all
the typleal epochs of the past, tho waming with
which God always precedes his deeisive Interpost-
tlons among men, is swiftly going to all the world,
overshadowed by the ominous words, “ Then shall
the end come” (Matt. 24:14),~when we look at
these things, who can doubt thnt the last great crisis
is at our very doors ?  Let wa not sleep 5 but, as chil-
dren of the day, let us watch and be ready in a little
whilo to step joyfully over the boundaty line that dl-

vides the mortal from fmmortality, and be reccived’

into the real presence and sheltoring arms of our
blessed Baviour. u. 8.

PIETY AND PHILANTHROPY. :

Tnr Christian religion may be sald to consist of
picty and philunthropy, possessed and exercised in
suitablo 1‘1roportlons Accmdlng to Webster, piefy is
“ veneration or reverence of the Supreme Being, and
love of his charaeter; obedicat love of the will of
God, snd zealous devotion to his sevvice.” The sume
authority defines philanthropy as < the love of mun-
klnd ; benovolence toward the whole human family ;
nniversal good-will ; readiness to do good to all men.”

These two definitions cover the entire scope of the re-

ligion taught in the Scriptures.  OQur Savlour summed
up the question thus: **Thou thalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy sonl, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself.” Luko 10:27, :

Thoe low of God, as*proclagmed from: Binai, recog-
nizes the same two great divigsions—--tho firgt four
conuandments heing the basis of all piely, and the
tast six of all philanthvopy,  Undor the hend of plogy
is Included all that pertalns to theology,  ‘Theology
is ““the scicnee of Qod and his relationg to his ereat-
ures,—- the science which treats of -the existence,
chffiicior, and attributes of Qod, his Inws aml govern-
ment, the doctrines we ave to believe, and the duties
wo are to practice” in the exercise of our relations to
God, Under the head of philanthropy ia juchvled all
that pertaing to soclolugy.  Sociclogy is * that branch
of philosaphy which treats of human society,— social
science.”

The true putpiose of the possersion nud praciice of
veligion is stated by Panlin Epl, 4:18: “Till we all
come In the unlty af the faith, and of the hnowledge
of the Son of Gorl, unto a perfeet man, unto the
mensure of the stature of the fullness of Chrlst.” 1In
his life upon enrth, Christ gave the perfect slandard
of religion. Mo exemplified true aud porfect ploty
and phitanthropy., His views and practice in matters
of thenlogy and soclology were faultless. He in-
dorscd the Oid Testament Scriptures; consequently,
we are nuthorized to acedpt them in the establishment
of the principles of religion.

It nceds no argument to convines ail that we should
strive for a synunetrical development of character, —
a cheracter in which shall he foand ‘theology and
sociology, piety and philanthropy, ceveltoped in proper
proportions,  The language of 1'aut above quoted
means all of this, and nothlng less. T'o whatever ex-
tent individunls fail to maunifest, in their daily lives
and conversation, plety and philanthropy in the pro-
portiong shown in the life of our grent Exemplar, to
that extent are they uneventy balanced, lopsided, un-

shapely in character and individuality. The purpose,

and cffort of Batan is to cause people to develop
characters ihat shall vary as widely as possible from
the divine standard, 11is first efforts with Adam and
Tivo wero to corrupt their thoology, and then it was
an casy matter to load them to disregard the best in-
tercats of the whole human race.

Some peoplo are very plous, but devoid of the prin-
ciples of philanthropy ; othors are very phllanthropie.
but ignore piety. It 1s manifest that both clnsses fail
to exemplify the correct standard. The Berlptures
are replete with instructions and exhortations, bear-
Ing direetly upon the development of character in
lintmony wlth the twofold purpose hereln presented.
Doubtless nll will readily call to mind many Seripture
injunctions relative to obligations to God in the mat-
ters of reverence, fear, love, faith, hope, obedience,
worshlp, sacrifice, and many olhers that might be
named. These arc all included under the liead of-
ploty, and pertain to ltheolagy.

The-intimate relution existing between piety and
theology is not generaliy fully understood and real-
ired.  Defective theology means defective: piety.
The Beriptural njunctions to give attention to doc-
trino, to show incorrnptness in dactrine, and to ahide
in the true doctrine, are quite as emphatic and author-
itativo as those portaining to the moro practical mat-
lers above mentioned.  One thing is noticeable : The
New Testament has far more to say hy way of in-
struction and exhortation regarding the importaiee
and necessity of correct doctrine, than the Old Testa-
ment has.  Fhis fs a point that is overlooked by many
people at the present time, who deery daoetrine, and
at the same time makeo loud professions of loyalty to
the New Testament.  ‘They are not aware of the fact .
that by far the strongest exhortations to give atten- *
tion to doctrlne, are In the New Testamont. It -
shoald he borne in mind that one's plety will be spuri-
ous or genuine, nccording as hls theology, or doctrinal
beliofs, are true or false,

It is manifest that in the matter of interest and la-
bors for our fellow-men, regarding all that pertaing
fo pioty, doctrine, and theology, wo nre conflned ex-
clusively to mental and wmoral suagion.  That which,
cannot be accomplished by these means, must remain
undone ; into this reahmn, human legisintion has no
right to enter.  Whatever one eleets to believe or not °
to believe, to do or not to'do, in this realm, ho is ve-
sponsible to God alane for his action and conduol.
But God has committed Lo man the duty and privllege
of expounding and proclaiming to his fellow-men thd
principles of piety, doctrine, and theology.

In the matter of philanthropy-~sociotogy—God has
not left man to formulate his own code of ethics, hut
hiag wisely and mercifully embodied all gencral prhi-
ciples in the last six precepts of his fundamental lady,
and by a multitnde of speeific incidents and detailed
statements in both the Old and the New Testnmeuts,
covered every polnt that ean ariso.  Not only, are
the more general features considered, such as life,
property, chastity, and reputation; but such matters
as hospitatity, soeiability, and general eliguette, are
given: detnited attention, Such being the case, all
who have neeess to the word of Gal, may, if they are
sa disposed, understand how to eonfornt their Jives so
ag to meet the divioe standard,

Thero are peaple who pretend to n conshlernble de-
greo of piety, and whose lives are correct so far as
the majority of the main features of philanthropy ave
concerned, bot who scein not to know of the existengo,
of divine counsel regarding many imporiant detalls,
The matter of socinbility may-bo mentioned as ono
of the partienlars iu which appears the dereltetion
that hing boen mentianed,  Notice the words of In-
spiration : “ 1% do good, and-to eommuhicate, forget
uot.” Ieh. 18:16. “‘Ionor [murgln, esteem] il
men.” (1 Peter 2:17.  * Finally, . be courte-
ous.” 1 Peter 8:8. ““Be rich in good works, roady
to distribute, wiliing to communléute.” 1 Tim, 6:18,
These, and many other instauces that mmht be cited,
ghow thut even in the matter of soc fllnlity, fhere ave
obllgatlons resting upon v, And yet tlwr9 are peo-
ple witlt whom we may havo had un acquaintance for
months and years,— peaple who profess to lie endeayv-
oring to conform_their lives io the diviné standard,— .
who are stolidly indifferent in this matter. They
will pugs yon with no sign.of recognition, or mnvely
of response to your own galutation, ’l‘iuy are divoil
of that genial warmih of natnro nud disposition which
Christ tanght by hotle precept andl exampile.  They
aro sadly deficlent in those social qualities that were
inculeated Ly our Suvionr, and are thught all throngh
the Seriptures.  And the worst feature of tho ease s,
that they appoar to be rentarkably well satisfied with

»
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themselves in this particular, and have no thought of
reforming.. Wheun approached on this subject, an in-
dividunl who was sadly lacking in the matter of
courtesy and socinbiity defended himse}f by quoting
T.nke 1;) 4: “Sulute noman by the way.,” Hesetiled
back*wlth on air of tiumph, thinking his position
He hivd forgotten those exhortations
on the other side of the question; ‘‘Balute every
euint in Ohrlst Jesus.” Phil 4:81. “Groet the
fricnds by namo.” 3 John 16. Had the individual
montloned glven attention to the subject, ke wonld
hinve Junrnedsthat [he salutation referred to by our
Baviour in Lnke 10 :4, way. the Oriental style, which
was quite elnborate, b(ung performed by many em-
brucos, inciinuntions, prostratlons, ete., requiring por-
hops half an hour to completo. Ohrist had no
thought of couuseling his disciples to discard, the
eommon courtesias of life, such as the ('oxdlnl greet.
Ing and the grasp 8¢ the hand,

In his examples of going to the houso of Zaccheus
as his guest; of dinlng with the Phuriscs, as recorded
in Luke 7:86; of his frequent meeting with his

-friends at Bothany ; of his presence at the murriage

at Cana, togelher with his numoerous verbal Instrie-
tions, Christ plaluly tnught the duty and munner of
the true sociability which should prevail, especially
among his followers.

It Is only by takiug the wovd of God as our man of
counsel, and having its ingtructions sealed to our

Jhearts by the toty 8Spirit, that wo may understund

how Lo regulate our lives so as to please our Honvenly

Father. In so doing we shall not develop those one-
sided, ill-shapen churacters that are so provalent;

‘but we shall *'grow in grace,” *“tlil we all come in

the unlty of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, {nto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” o, W, M.

o P

APPROACH OF THE DAY OF THE LORD.

IN our tast article, the healiug of the deadly wound
of tho papucy was considered; also the ** consuming
process” of the pupney, that has been in progress
Tho porpose of the pres-
ent papor ia to ascertain what stage has been reached

~ in this consumiug process, and how near we are to il

final end; when it will be destroyed by the brightuess
of Christ's coming. In doiung this, wo will consider a
line of prophecy found in the twelfth and thirteenth
chapters of Rtevelation.

“And there appenred a great wonder in heaven; a
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
foet, nud upon hor head a crown of twelve stars ¢ and
she being with ebild cried, travailing In birth, and
pained to be delivered.  And there appeared anothor
wonder in heaven; and l)chold a great red duwon,
having seven heads and ten horns, und seven crowus
upon his hreads.  And his tail drew the third part of
the stars of heaven, and «dld onst them to ithe carth:
and the dragon staod before tho woman which was
ready to be dellvored, far to devour her ehlld ag soon
as it was born, And she brought forth a man ehild,
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: aund
her child was eaught up unto God, and to his throne.”
Chap. 12:1-5,

It will nat be necossnry to dwell at length upon an
intorpretation of these words, as there is little or no
opportunity for disagreement, We will simply deflne
the principal symbols, in order to roach, as soon as
possible, the line of argument necessary to demon-
strate the proposition undor consideration, By the
“woman” of the first verse Is signifled the true
churchi; the “‘sun,” the light and glory of the gos-
pel dispensation ; the ‘“‘moon,” the Mosale dispensa-
tion ; ¢ a crown of twelve sturs,” Lthe twelve apostles;
verse 2 has reference to a period of time just previous
to the opealug of the presont dispeasation, and sym-

‘bolizes the varnest longing and expectation of the

churcl for the Messiab. As to the identity of the
‘oman child” of verse &, there can be no mistake.
Clirlst is the only being that has appeared in this
world to whom the testimony is applicable, nud to
him it applies most compictely. No other one has
been caught up to God and Lo his throne ; but he has
beon thus exaited.  We will notice 8 few testimonials
on this point: < Which he wrought in Christ, whon
be ralsed m from the dead, aad set him at hig own

., Vight hand in the heavenly places, fur above alt prin-

clpulily, and power, and might, and dominion, aud

é¥gry name that is named, not only in this world,

b“" RLso in that which Is to come.” Tiph, 1:20, 81,
0‘( of the things which we have spoken this is

the sum : We huve such an high priost, who is sct on
the right hand of the throne of the Mujesty in the
heavens,” Heb. 8:1.

“To him that overcometh will T grant to sit with
me on my throue, ¢ven as I ulso overcamo, aud am
sot down with my Father on his throne.” Rev.
8:21. No other oge but Christ has reecived from
God the commission to ryje all nations with arod of
iron; but Chyist hes been so appointed, Hear the
psubinist : © T will declare the decree: the Lord hath
suid unto me, Thou art my Son ; this day have I be-
golten thee. Ask of me, and I shall give thee tho
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uitermost
parts of the carth for thy possesslon. Thou shalt
break thom with a rod of {ron ; thou shalt dash them
in pleces like & potter's vessel.” Ps. 2:7-90,

One more symbol remains to be identified; viz.,
the *‘great red dragon.” It is sald that the dragon
stood before tlie woman, ready to devour the child as
goon as it should be borp. Who attempted to de-
stroy Jesus as soon as he was born ! 1lerod, o
Roman governor. IHerod derived his power fron
Romo, and Rome ruiled the world at this time. For
proof of this, we quote Luke 2:1: ¢ And it'came to
pass in those days that there went out a deeree from
Casar Augustus, that all the world should be jaxed.”
Cresar Augunstus wns the Romnan emperor, and the
last clanse of the text shows that his authority ex-
tonded throughout the then known world.

Thus wo have identificd the *“ great red deagon” as
the Rowmn empire, In this interpretation, Protest-
ant commentators generally agres,  Upon thls ques-
tion we quote the following putment commeut Imm
an nuthoritative work t—

It may be a fact wcrth mentioning that during ‘the scc-
ond, third, fourth, and fifth ceuturies of the Christian erq,
next to the engle the drugon wad the peielpal standard of
the Rowman logions; aud that dragon wus pajuted ved, as
though, in faithfal regponse to the pleture held up by the
seer of Patmos, they would oxclaim to the world, We are
the nation whieh that pleture represents.— Thoughts on
Daniel and the Kevelation, p, 524.

Under tho symbol of a dragon, John saw the same
power that the prophet Daniel specifles under the
symbol of the ten-horned, nondescript beast. Dan-
el 7:7. Inm previous issues we traced thie history of
that power and its counection with God's people,
showing its persecuting charecter, the time of its
continuance, its overthrow, its partial re-ingtatement,
ete., hience we do ot need to enter into a detailed
exposition of its history as - brought to view in
Rev. 12.

We pass to a consideration of evidence found in
Tov. 13, We read as follows: **And 1 stood upon
the suud of-the sen, and saw a beast rlse up out of
tho sea, having seven hoads and ten horns, and upon
his beads the name of blasphemy, And the beast
which I saw was like anto a leopard, and his feet
were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth ag the
mouth of n lion; and the dragon gave him his power,
and his seat, and greal authoridy.” Verses 1, 2.

The key to the application of this new symbol
which we any eall the leopard beast, huving seven
heads and ten horns, is found in the closing words of
verse 3, which we hive jtalcized. Wo have before
estublished the position that by the “dragon” is
meant the Roman emplre.  But the history of the
Roman emypire shows that it has munifested two
grent phases; viz., pagan and papnl. At the Dbirth
of Christ, Rome was a pagan, that is, a heathen gov.
ernment. Then the dragon represents Roine in its
pagan furm. As hat been shown In previous num.
bers, the change feom the pagan to the papal form
was accompllshed in A. D. 588. Thls chango is most
conclusively pointed ont by the closing words of the
above quotation,—*and the dragon [pagan Rome]
gave him [the leopard beast] hly power, and his
seat, aud great authority.” Since pagan Rome was
succeeded by papal Rome, it is manifest that the
leopurd beast represents papal Rome, or what is
known as the papacy. This must be evident to all.

Our purpose in thus establishing the identlity of
the leopnrd boast, is that we may understand its reo-
iatlon to *“another beast,” brought to view in verses
11-17, in these words 1 ““And I bheheld anotlter beast
coming up out of the earth: and he had two horns
like a tamb, snd he spake asa dragon. And he ex-
orciseth all the power of the flyst beast before him,
and causeth tho earth and thetm which dwell therein
to worship the first beast, whose deadiy wound was
healed.  And he doeth great wonders, so that he
maketl: fire goms down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of meu, and deceiveth them that dwell on
the earth by the means of those miracles which he

. s

had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying tc-)': }

thom that dwell on the earth, that they should make
an {mage to the beast, which had the wound by u

sword, and did live. And ho had power to give life
unto the image of the beast, tliat the image of the
beast should hoth speak, and cause that as many as
would not worship the image of the beast should b

killed. And he causeth all, Dolh small and grout,"
rich and poor, froo and bond, to receive a miark fn |
thelr vight hand, or in their forehends; and that no ...
man might buy or acll, save he that had the mark, or
the nume of the beast, or the number of hls name.”

Thus we soe that in considering the futurp caveer

.

of the leopard beast (which 1t must ho borne in miind .
Is the papucy) from nnd after a given time, thils two- -
lorned beast must alao be considered, dg the two are’

Noilee & few polnts: 1.0

80 Intimately comnected.
The two-horned bonst exercises all the power of the
leopnrd beast before him, §, e,
that the rise and development of the former must oc-
cur whife'the latter is in existence.

dwell therein to worshlp the first beast”—the pa-

‘pacy. 8. The two-horned beast doeth great won-

ders, and decciveth themn that dwell on the ecarth.
4. The two-horned beast is to make an lmage to the
feopard benst—the papacy—and give life to that Im-
age. 8. The two-horned heast is to cause that as
many a8 wlil not woishlp the lmage of tlte beast shall
be put to death. 8. Tle tivo-horned benst Is to cause
ail to recelve a mark In thelr right hands or In their
foreheads, and only such as have this mark will en-
Joy the wivileges of citizenship,

“Fhug we see that It becotmes necessary to ascertain
what I8 symbolized by the two-horned beast, in or-
der to trace the papacy to it flnal end--destruction
by the brightness of Christ's coming. By the spe-
cial polnts {0 which we have called attention, it 1s
evident that there are some remarkably interesting
dovelopments yet to be witnessed before the end of
the papaey is reached.

Were the publication of the Bicrun mbe contln-
ued, the tarther investigation of this subject wonld
be pursued with interest and profit. The questions
now before us are, 1. What is symbollzed by the two-
horned beast ? 8, Whut stage of development has it
reuched 7 8. What ig to be its future as connected
with the beast, and with the remuant ¢clmreh{ T'hese
questions are discussed at length In & work of about
800 pages, entitled “The Marvel of Nations,” pub-
lishied and for sale at this Oflice, to which interested
readers are referred. e W, M.
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WHEN WAS THE SABBATH ABOLISHED?

Iy the original Babbath has been abolishod, there
was a thme when it was abolished. Iis law was bind-
ing up to that time, since then it has not been obliga-
tory. ‘When did its obligation ccase ?

1. Ditd Christ, In his ministry on enrth, set aside the
Inw 2 Ilenr his answer: **'Thlnk not that I am come
to destroy the Iaw, or the prophets; 1 am not come
to destroy, but to fulill. For verlly I say unto you,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilied.”
Then Christ dld not abolish the Inw entive, nelther
did he chango it a single jot or tittle. Thus in hig
teaching he speaks direetly to the point in question,
most emphatically declarlng that this was not his mis-
stonary work, and at the same time affirming the per-
potuity of the entlre code, of which the 8abhath com-
mandment was o part, till the passing away of the
prosent hieavens and earth, when the heavens ghall
mett with fervent heat. 2 Peter 8:7, 10

But did not Jesus break the Sabbath law during his
ministry ?  If he broke an existing faw, he became &
sinner ; for the transgresslon of the law s sin. His

testimony on this potut §s, I have kept iny Fathers

commandments.” But his encmies accusgd him of
breaking the S8abbath.

shounld do the same. Yet they do.
ask : Did Christ break the Sabbath before lts law wag
abolished t  When was its Jaw abolished ! You gay
that he ‘“took it out of the way, nailing 1t to his
cross.”  ‘Then thislaw was binding til] the crucifixion,
and to break It before that would he sin, This view
contradicts the plain westimony of the Scriptures, that
he that was offered for our sins, was himself without
gin.  Chrlst did not violate an existing law. Honce,

if he did not keep the Babbath “aceording to the

commandment” (as his followers did after his’ crucl

In his presence ; 80

2. The two- -
Irorned beast is to cause “ the earth und them which

It ts no wonder that open'in-
fidels of the present day shonld reiterate this olmrge HER
but it is passing strange that professed Ohristlang
Of such, I would
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fixion), the law for SBabbath-kesping must have ceased
before that event, In that case the Sabbath is not
included In the lst of ordinances that wero nailed to
the cross. If the Sabbath was abolished beforo, it ls
certaln that it was not abolished at the cross.

2. Was the Sabbath abolished at tho cross 2 Then
it was not aholished before; and henco it is certain
that Christ did not break the Sabbath; but he way
falsely necused of doing so.

One or the other of thoese two positions ‘must bo
given up. Both cannot be true, Yaet, contradletory
03 they are, the same persons hold and contend for
them both. Proof is so searce on their part, that
they cannot spare either of them, In this they pro-
claim thelr own weakness, and the weakness of their
position that the Babbath law has been abolished.
Once Instituting the Babbath is enough; and that
holds good untll it is abollshed. And so to have the
8abbath abolished once is enough. If the Sabbath
inw had consed when Jesus and his disclples wont to
the synagogue on that day, it could not be abolished
after that; for whon a law is abolished, it is law no
longer. The law once slain could not be slain again.
Yet our friends are so anxious to got it out of the
. way, they would have it dead during the ministry of
Clirlst, slain & second timo at the cross, and thon have
‘theé apostles endued with power from on high, after
the ascension of their Lord, to slay it again.

Truth once told is enough; but one falsehood
needs u-thousand others to make it truth; and yot
they all fail, because the more there are, tha more

- avident It {8 that the very foundation and superstruct-

“No lie is of the truth.” The truth
But les must perish, with
all that can be invented to sustain them,

ure are false.

‘R.F. 0.
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INCONSISTENCIES OF THE OPPOSITION.

Waitn truth {3 harmgnious, error is often found to
contradict itself, as well as to be opposed to the
Bible. This fact shoutd ald In determining who
have the truth on the Sabbath question. Wo huve
known some of our opponents to take all the follow-
. Ibg positions In the course of a singlo intervicw on
" the-Sabbath question i~

. 1, The law of ton commandments ls immutable,

8, The fourth commandment was abolished. .
< 8, The whole lnw was abolished.

v 4, The. 8abbath was changed from' the soventh to
the firat day by divine authority,

8. All days arb alike,

6, We keep tho first day bLecause Chrlst rome on
that day.

S It s probable ihat the sovonth day has been
Clost. 4
. 8. We obey the fourth commandment in keeping
tho firat day. -

"9, There I8 no divine law enjolnlng the obscrvance

’ of the: first day.

“10! 'We obdy- the law of God In koeplng any day
vﬂutever dfter six days of Inbor, .

e Xt al Jept the seventh dny, we would keep it.
018, Those ‘Who keep the soventh day are fallen
fiom grace.

" 18, We should not judge one anotbor in xegard to
the keeping of days.

The most inconsistont, oriminn), and inexcusable
eature of the opposition is seen fn the efforts which
ate frequently put forth by our opponents agaiust
the. profession of all Protesmnx denominations, to
“ prove that the law of ten commandments is abol-
lgied, with the design ot evading the force of the
fﬂm‘til commandment. And, generally speaking, if
- the objections thiat our antagonists wrge aganinst the
- Babbatie law prove the abolition of the Sabbath, they
equally prove the abolition of all the commandments.
. Yor Instatice, 1t becauso we are not under the law,

. ahd becauss we are not justified by the law, wo are

- to conclude that we have full liberty to transgress
Qhe Sabbath, should we not also conclude, for the
- 86118 teagons, that we may transgress all the precepts
of the Iaw ? But, ps a genoral thing, thoss who nre
gufity of thia inconslstency wifl finafly admlt that
- hine of the commandments are obligatory. They

‘ ntuy ‘Wil the commandmonts that they may dispose of

thie fourth, ahd then try to restorg nine of the com-
minidmonts to their proper position. It iy ns if an
army-officer should slay n whole company of soldlers
to punish and dispose of a lawless oue; or ns if a
nisn having a disoased finger, should propese to get
“rid of ft by havlng all his flugors amputated by one

blow, and to then have his nine good fingers restored
to whero they were originally |

The difference between those who are under the
law andd those who-are nunder grace, is clearly seen in
the following illustratfon . A man ls seized by the
law for having stolen a piece of property. Heis
condemned to pay o fine of $300 or to be imprisoned,
Belng unable to pay the fine, he s sent to prison,
whue he is under the law of the comntry. The gov-
ernor pays tho flue on condition {hat the thiof re-

forms, and the thlef is delivered from prison, and
from the Inw that weighed heavlly upon him. lle is
now uuder the grace, or favor, of the governor. ' But

may he for this reason steal as much as he pleasos ?
Let him try it, and he will find bimself under the law
again. It is thus with those who pretend that be-
cause Christinng are not uwader the law, they may
violate the Sabbath.-—D. 7' Bowrdeaw,

DOUBLY UNSCRIPTURAL.

ProTESTANT theologians and commentators have
always taught that Isuinh.42 is a propheey of the work
of Christ, and that 8 Thess. 3:8-8 and Dan. 7:20,
21, 26 foretell the work of the papaey. They assert
that Protestantism is a forsaking of man-made tradi-
tions to follow the evident sunse of the Seripturcs,
While agreelng with them in theory, let us test their
conslstency in one poiut,—their position on God's

law and his Babbath,

PROPIIEOY OF CHIIST'S WORK,

* He will magnify the law,
and male it honorable, Isa.
42 : 21, I will raise themup
a Prophet from among thelr
brethren, :
[Moscs], wnd will put my
words in his mouth { and he
shall speak unto them all that
Y ghalt command him, Deut,
18:18; Acts 8:22,

d
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Thivk npt that I am come
to deatroy the law, . . . Till
heaven and carth pass, one
jot or one tlttle shall in no
wise pass from the law, tll
all bofulfiled, Matt. B : 47,
18. -

I'do nothing of mysel! s
butasmy Father hath taught
me, I apeak theso things; . .
tor T do always thoso things
that pleaso him. John 8 :28,
29 12:49 ; 14 :10, 24,

It thou wiit enter into
[ctornal] Nife, keep the com-
mandments, Matt, 19:17.
Tho 8abbath wus made for
man, Mark 2:27. Pray
that. your flight [A. p.-70]
be not . . . on the Babbath,
Matt, 24 130, There I8 ono
lawglver. James 4:13. If
eny man 8la, we have an ad-
vocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous. 1John
2:1,

I had not known ain, but
hy the Jaw; for I’ had not
known lust oxcept the law
had sald, Tlmu shalt not
covet. Rom. 7:7. For he
that aald [or that law which
sald, margin), Do. not com-
mit adultery, sald also, Do
not ki ... . Bo speak ye,
and 8o do, a8 thoy that shall
bo judged by the law of 1ib-
erly. Junes2:11,12. And
they returned, and prepared
spices and olntments ; and
rested the Sabbath day ao-
cording to the commandment,
Now upon the first day ot
the week, . .
bringing the splees, cte,
Luke 28 :56 3 24:1. And
1t +hal} come fo pass [in the
new carth], that from one
new ool [month] to an-
other, and from one Sabbath
to another, shall all flesh
come to wovshlp before wo,
sulth the Lord, Isalah 66 :
23.

like unto thee -

. they came,

PROPIEOY OF THR POPR'S
WORK,

Beliold, in this horn wove
oyes liko tho eycs of man,
aad & mouth speaking great
things . . . and ho shall
speak great words agalnst the

. Most High, and shall wear
out the saluts of the Most.

Digh, and think to change
times and laws 3 and they
shall be glvon fato his hand,
ete. Dan. 7 :8,25.

1IT8 FULYILLMENT.

The pope has power td
clange timed, to abrogate
laws, and to dispease with
all things, even tha precepta
of Christ, Ile can pro-
ncance sontences and Judg-
mants in contradiction to the
tight of nations, to the law
of God and man,—Neeretalia,
Dioret. de Translat. Kp. Cap,
T'he popo ean not be judged
by any man, The Roman
chureh never orred, and uever
can orr.— Htldebrand, Epist.
66, Barontus' * Annuals.
The ' third commandment of
the dcculogue, as printed in
all Romlsh catechisms, reads,
“ Remembor. that thou keep
holy the 8abbath day,” and s
quoted to enforee Hunday as
one of thoe fostivale of the
¢ chureh,”

The second, concerning
fmeges, 18 omifted, and the
tenth. made into two, Says
Cardinal Gibbons, chiet lto-
man Catholle dignitary in tho
United 8tates : * Read the
Bib:e from Genesis to Rove-
lation, and you will not find
a slagle Hne authorizing the
ganctification of Sunday.”'—
Fat'h of our Fathers, p. 111,

Suld Blshop Enright, at
Hartford, Kan,, Feb., 1884 ;
< wilt glve $1 000" to any
man who will prove, by ths
Bible alone, that Bunday s
the day we arc bound to
keep. . . . The obsorvance
of Sunday fa solely a law of
the Catholic Church™—
Har(ford Weskly (fall, Feb.
22, 1884,

Much more of like tenor
can he readlly supplied by
any one veraed In Ronish
Hterature. The great words
and blootty persecutions ot
the papal chureh need no
proof. Why not take ns
clear a positfon relative to
tho times and laws §

Such heing the Protestant premiscs, and such tho
Bible outline of the work of Christ and of the “man
of ain,” what position sloutd an honest Protestant
take ¥ Multitudes of Protestants,— yes, the mass of
them,—as they aro brougat face to face with the

above facts, lake about this position: That Chrlst

dld dcsh oy the law and chemgo the Suhbath, glving a
new law and n new day [Sunday] Instead ; and that
the popo had nothing to do with them. The Seventh-
dny Advontist theory 18 just the .reverse of this.
Said Christ of those who dodged or perverted sthe fifth
commandment, ““In vain do they worshlp me, teach-
ing for doctrines tho commandments of men,” Matt,
16:1-9. Would ho not say the same to-day, and of
the fourth command as traly as of the fifth ?

He who breaks God’s commands, cither by dircetly
refusing to keep them or by willfully perverting them,
ean offer to Christ hut vain worship,.however high
his pretentions, ‘“Except your righteousncss shall ex-
ceed the rightconsness of the scribes and Pharisces,
ye shall In no cage enter into the kingdom of heaven,”
Mntt. 6:20. DI not the Phacisees appear learned
and pious, and strivt to tha letler 2 They merely ex-
plained (?) God’s precepts to suit thetr own hearts and
purses; and thls i3 the real logic af thess modern
papal and Protestant teachers on this question of the
Deenlogue and its Sabbath.

Honest reader, is such logle'seriptural ¢ Yo it safe ?
To the wrlter it soems very similar to the econdition
pointed out in Jer, 2:18: “TFor my people have com-
mitted two evils; they hinve forsaken me the fountaln
of Iiving waters, and howed them out clsterns, broken
cisterns, that could hold no waten” The more prayer-
fully and thomughly this logto is examined, the more
it will nppear not only doubly unseriptural, but doubly
an affront to both God and Christ,

Loyp CALpweLL.

A\

ORIGIN OF FIRST DAY OBSERVANCE.—
' NO. 3. ' .

THR CHANGE A GRADUAL ONE.

That the change was a gradual oune ls not left for
us to assert,  “‘ Pooplo’s Cyclopedia,” p. 1587, suys i— '
'Thore has been no perfod sinco the ttmeo of Chriaf, when

thero were not Rabbath-keeping Christling f tho clutreb,
Thete §8 no positive evidenco of any form of Sundny observ- |
ance by Christlans pr evioug to the middio of the second cegt-
ury.

This s good becanso it is trud.  Thy mxthor of the
“People’s Cyclopedia,” W, 1. Do Puy, A.M,D.D,
art, 8. D. Baptists, had to allow It, boeause’ true. ’l‘hu
Olristian Undon of Sept. 11, 1884, containg the fol-
lowing —

The change was a gradunl one, In the early chureh, for
& tlme, tho sevonth day was ohsprved as the Sabbath, and the
first dny as the celehration of the vesurvection.  Gradually,
ns the Jewlsh element fu the chuveh grew less, and the Gen-
tile element propvrtionntely grenter, the seventh-day obsery-
ance was dropped, and the first-day ohsm vance took its place.

The Christian at Worl says »—

The scleetion of Sunday, thus changing the particular day
designated in the fourth commandjent, was brought about
by the gradua! concurrence of the carly Christian chureh;
and on this basls, and none other; does the Clhristian Sab-
bath, tho first day of the week, rightly rest.

Bmith, in his **Bible Dictionary,” art. Babbath, p..
698, suys i—

Tho firat day of the week gralually t,ook the place of the
Jewish 8abbath,

Tho ”Peop!es Cyclopedin," B 519 benrs this wit-
ness -

The exact date of the substitution of thoe fitst day of tha
week as the day for the proper obscrvance, 18 not known,

Thomas Scott, on Acts 20:7, says :—

The change from the seventh to the flset appeais to have
been gradually and silently intsoduced by exmmple, rather
than by express precept.

“Chambers’s Oyclopedia,” p.
glves the following :— .-

" At what dato the Sunday, or the first day of the week,
began to be generally used by Christlans as a stated tlme for
religlous meotlngs, we have no definite inforination, efther in
tho New Tostament or In the wrltings of tho Fnthom of the
chureh, |

These extracts spenk volumes to us, and shouid
cause the gravest reflections in the minds of any
whose desire is to sccure the life to come. To have
heen & thousand years fi the wrang, will not make us
right for oue minute, Bins of ignornnce.are forgiven
when seon and confessed-not whon persisted in.
Lov. §:17-19.

And now, thonghtful regder, plcnso stop and reflect
on what you have read. “The festival of Sunday is
more ancicnt than the bhrhtmn rellglon.”  Then it
can lay clalm to antlquity ; and i that should glve it
precedence, it surcly hag the fleld.  Nay more, it can
boast of honor prior to the oxodus of Israel from
Buypt. Nolthor need it stop theye; it can chuim
honor In the seeond century after the flood. How
aged! How venornble! But who is to euloglze it as
n divine institution 7 Wiho can show, by Holy Writ,
whaere the Creator of days has evor blessed it with

reaw
.
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- divine honors abovo its use a8 alaboring day. When
men Joft the Subbath, they forgot their Croator.
Then they offored human sacrificos to the sun, and
get apart the first day of the week as tho time to do
tbis service. This custom became so prevalent, that
the day I8 called *the wild solar holiday of all pagan
timos.” It became the chief of days, the bonored
day of the swn, not by nppolutmeut of God, but of
_bjs fallon creature,— man, ~ So drunken have man-
kind become -with the wine of tbis error, that na-
tious, not only of those whose records have passed
down to us through Holy Writ, but those whose his-
tory is known to us as profane ; yes more, those who
are known to us only by the time-—ruined cities
which remaliu to tell by thelr beaps that the builders
were men——ovon ey have preserved tvidonces of sun
idolatry.

The Iutorstate Publishing Compuny, in thelr ' His-
tory of Micbigan,” p. 18, sponkmg of ,the Moundl
Bullders, say &-—

f'hoy were no doubt idolitors, and it has been conjectured
that the stin was the object of their adoration, . . . and

flnally, mcdsls have beon 1ound, roprceunung bis ruys of
Hght.

Joul tho curtain of the past be Hfted by tho light
 of autbentle history, wo shouvld staud aghust at tho
world-wide honor that men bave paid to this day, in
thelr blind Zeal to worship the sun,  And had it not
boen that God had ‘““veserved to himself ” those who
bad not “bowed the knee to Baal,” by divine inter-
position, throngh his lioly propbets ' siuce the world
bogna,” a pull of ignocguco ag dark ns that which
covers the Mound-huilders, would rest bver nll things;
and the memorial of the Creator, and his six dnys’
work, with himself aliko, wonld not bo known among
“a liviug poople on the earth.

As we ook at the Chvistinn age of our world, we
sue-this rival Subbath clothed with sacred garments
that it may nppear holy and harmless, Behind all
this, ws instigator and promaoter, s the one who sald :
“Y will be iike the Most High,” Wonderfully has he

. wrought in tbe past, in the heart of failen man; but

the acme of his efforts is about to be sprung upon the
nations, by inculeating in the religious world of the
prosont time tho idea that God has allowed the com-
mand guarding tha - grout wmomoyial of his creative act

k0 bacome extiuot:by-the deatli’of hisBon, or that tha

net of his misiug his Bon is of moro Importance than
the creating of tho unlvorse by that Bon; nnd thero-
fore his memorial sinks tuto insignificange by hla own
act,— that of raising that Son. :

Reader, open that book of divine dictation, and scan
its honven-lit puges with more than casual caral If
the death of Christ annulled the command, " Remem-
ber ghe Sabbuth day to keep it holy,” surely, then, the

.« commandment was the cause of Chrlst’s death, and
not our sing, as the Bible eisewhore says. And the
opening pages of God's word, that rovenl the sad and
fallen condition of our: rnae, ‘doomed to death and
Jruln becauso of sin ; {8, after all, tho act of tho Fathor

iy hunso)f ia eonsequence of giving the law as a rujo of

oonduut to hig creaturcs,— thus bringlng in sin and
denth, and therohy causing tho death.of his Bon,

» Doos uny one beliove this ¥ But does not the claim
that Christ's death abolished the Sabbath virtually say
thus? Yet your. conduct. nccuges you thus “to the
Fathor.” No need of robbing the Creator of his
sanctified me in' order 1o honor the resurrection of
his Son. Repent of the shix 6f Sabbath-breaking, as

" you would of theft, adultery, or profanity ; and seck
that burial from them that God has provided, and
then riso to * walk in newnesd of life;” and you will
have honored the death and the resurrection of his
Son in the appointed way, May the enlightonlug in.
fluonce of his Spirit und words make our path of
duty plain. Let ug live by “every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

B. Vax Dgusex.
'—-———-ﬂob———r—ﬂ

. THE FAILURE OF CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.

o IN s paper read bofore the last Church Congress of
anlnnd Canon Taylor astonished his associates by
axpressing grave doubts whether the results of Chris-
tlan ‘missionary enterprise wers suficient to justify
s&:n prodigious efforts oxpended upon it. Now he
s up in the Fortaightly Review the facts brought

e: . out In the .stormy contruversy which arose over his

of other religlons has heen a total fallure.
Mizgionury Failure” Is the titic of his ar-

-non-Christian population in a single year.

which the population is unknown, the most recent os-
timatos make thy nofi-Christian popuiation of Asia
and Africa upward of 920,000,000, of which the
natural incrense by the excoss of births over deatha
must be more than 11,000,000 aunually. Dr. Maclear,
who is the principal of a training college for mission-
aries, and “ perhaps the greatest living authority on
the subject,” estimates the annual incrensc of native
Christians due to misslonary efforts, at 60,000. At
that rate, then, it would take the missionary socioties
188 years Lo overtnko even this natural increaso of the
“In gpite
of our ndvanco, instead of overtaking the work, the
work is overtaking us. It is like the tortoise racing
with a railway train; the longer tbe race continues,
the farther the tortoise is ieft behind.” SBomething
like $10,000,000 is spent annually on Protestant mis-
stons, and there nre about 6,000 American and Buro-
pean missionaries, with about 80,000 native agonts;
and yot there are to-day upward of 10,000,000 more
heathen and Mohawmedans than thore were g yoar
ago.

The greatest of the missionary socioties is the
Church Misslonsry Society, with an expenditure of
about $1,600,000 yenrly ; and yet the anuual increaso
of untive Christians due to its Inbors is not morc than
4,000, at the outside, Therefore it would take the
soclety 2,760 yones td convort as inany Moslems and
hieathen a8 are gralned by birth in a single year. If
the populntion remained stationary, and all the con-
verts steadfast, ic would take more than 830,000 years
to convert the world, or nearly a million years, if the
relapses are taken into account,

Tho unounl increase of native Protestant Christinns
in ludia, due to vhe labors of thivty-five socicties, is
reported to be 19,811, and of Roman Catholics 21,-
272, or 40,588 in all. At this rate, it would tako sixty-
four yoars to come up to the increase of the non-
Christlan’ populetion of India in a single year. In
China the situation is even moro disheartening. The
number of adults baptized by the Ohurch Missionary
socioty last year was only 187 out of a population of
382,000,000, with an nnnual gain of at least 4,580,000
by tho oxcess of births over deatbs. At this rate, the
sooloty would hove to work 27,000 years to come up

" to the natural incérease of-one year, and more than

1,680,000 years to convert Ohina, even if the popula-
tlon romained stationnry. - The expenditure, too, is
suorimous ; fu any other department-of eflort, it would
be called waqleful In China, thevost of the 167 con-
versions was ‘ahout’ $75,000,- In Coylon, last year,
424 ngents of this soclety spung. §55, 000 in making
100 adult converts out of a. populntlon of nearly 8,-
000,000 ; and yot the relapses were morg numerous
than the converuions, for there was an actual decrease
of 148 in the number of native Ohristlan adherents,
In Northern Indla 1t costs $170,000 and the labors of
715 agonts to muke 178 eonverts, "'Many .of the con-
vorts are paid, thirty-five of the ninety-four com-
munfeants.in Hong Kong belng paid native agents,
and also scvon of the ten in Egypt .and Arabls. In
tho misslons to Xgypt, Persis, Palestine, and Arabla,
the societysemploys 119 agonts, and bas expended
over $117,000 in the last two years, with absolutely
no conversions, All the efforts of the Protestant
missionaries against Mohammedanisin have been ut-
terly unavaillng, Islam stands out firmly against
Christianity, and 18 far more successful than it in
propagandism,

Canon Taylor furnishes us with all of these statis-
tics, and the method of treating the subject which we
have pursuod is wholly borrowed from him. Having
thus shown the quantity, he then proceeds to con.
glder the quality of the converts, with results not less
discouraging. )To quotes the English Vice-Consul in
the Cameroons &8 reporting that after twenty yenrs of
labor the missioaaries In muny important districts can
scarcely number twenty sincere converts; and in
other parts of Afrlca the religion of the nominal
Cbristlang *“is dlsoredited by numbering among its
adhorents all the drunkards, Hars, rogues, and unclean
livers in the colony. In the oldest of our West Af-
rican possessions, all the unrepentant Magdalens of
tbe chief oity ave professing Christians, and the most
notorious one fn the place hoasts that she ‘never
missed going to church on a communion Sunday.’”
After a quarrel it 8 nominally Ohristian village, three
years ago, the victors proceeded to cook and eat tho
bodies of the slafn. The Vice-Consul says that, with
rare excoptions, the native African pastors, teachers,
and catechists whom he has met are ‘‘move or loss
bad men.” A missionary roports the same,

The competition between Christian churches aad

~

Nathau ; ho had valnly trled to help blm, "

the rivalry of the many misslonary socleties, of couraa, .
greatly binder progress. Dr, Legge, a misslonary for
forty yoars among the Mohmnmedans, declarea that.
“we shall fail to make converts so Jong as Ohrlstianity.
presents ltself infocted with the bltter internal ani- -
mositics of Cbristinn seots, and assoclated in the
minds of the natives with the drunkennces, the prof-_.
ligacy, and the gigantic social evil consplcuons amoug
Cbristian nations.” There are 224 socletles: which -
work for converts, QOne missionary complaina that
ono of his “inquirers” haa been *‘decoyed* ,aqd
baptized by the missionary of another soclety.. Ans?
other records that an inquirer, to whom he was pay-
ing five dollars & month, struck for higher pay, angd: -
ran off to a rlval missionary. A third discovered thai
8 hopeful inquirer of his had adopted lnquiry as a, -
paying business, And was going the rotmd of the
missions,

Now, these are facta gathered snd presemed. not
by un unbollevor, but hy s distinguished clergyman of. -
tho Churoh of England. Yet they conatitute by far
the most telling attack on the methods and results of -
missionary enterprise which has ever been made. -
Canon Taylor, too, is sustained by B!shop Stoere,
who has written to him to say that ¢ all misslonaries
owe a dobt of gratitude to those who call atténtion’
to tho mistakes and failures ot misslons.”-—-N ¥ 8“«,

MOTHER'S WHISKY BOTTLE.-

Tnw years rolied on, and the once thrifty farm was .
neglected. Evorythlng was going to ruip, Nat sud |
Judd fneluded. There was no conceating, no smboth- '
ing over the fact any longer—they were drunkards.:
Perhaps it was well that the deacon had.pasged-
beyond esrthly sin andworrow, but the mother was
left alone. Badiy she saw her boys, sink lower and =
lower 'In sin, and she was powerless to save them.
She wondered that Providence should allow her to bc
so afflicted. It was o mystery why her hoys- should
be drunkards, when she had'slways been 8 temperance ..
woman. ‘To be sure, she had not gone to- enremea.
but she had neyor failed to express her témperange, -
principles, and had tled to instill them into the
charactors of her boys. Btill she had failed to. help
them, and one day she-learned the reason. :

The ministor was in the sitting-room talking wlt»h

“Nathan,” he sald desperately, “I wondeF’ wbut
oould havq brought you to this, . with the- best ot
parents an}ndvantages. What was i t* - .

The maother In lho kitchen pauaed to hou ﬂm
answer,

Nathan turned alimost ﬂercely, and said: *‘You .
want to know, do you? 'Well, I can tell you, in a few
words, but I wish you would n’t be trying any more’
to save me. I'm past help, I must have liquor dé
long a8 I breathe, What brought me to this ¥ . Well, -
air, nothing more nor less than mother’s whisky boulol" g

A piteous, trembling cry came through the kltqhen.'. ‘
It was too sudden—-that fearful revelation. Had
ruined the boys she loved better them life? Tfney
took ber up from the bare floor where she had: mlen. .
and lnld hor on the bed, tonderly, reverontly,. They
had never blamed her, those boys, and they had never'
meant that she should know that her’ me;uclnal
whisky had formed their terribie appetiw :
not long after that, that. they Jaid her down by the
dencon’s side. - Bhe was crushed under the sad sruth .
which had come to her with its weight ¢ of a(mow and y
remorge, and she oould not yally, - =~ of

Often through the village streets stagger tho Idnd-
ey boys, now drunken sots, with no homs, and no
one to care for them. KEvery one wonders what ..
brought them to such depths, but only the minister
knows that it was ‘‘mother’s whisky bottle.“-—L. w.
Smith. ‘

e L T
LEARN TO WAIT, -~ =~
" Or all the lessons that humanity has to learn fn
life’s school, the hardest is to Jearn to wait. Not to'
wait with the folded hands that claim life's prizes
without previous effort, but having struggled, and
crowded the slow years with trial, see no such result
a8 effort seems to warrant — nay, perhaps disaster in-
stend. To stand firm at such crises of existencs, to
preserve ono’s self-poise snd self-respect, not to lose
hold or to relax effort, this }s greatness, whether
achioved by man or woman -~ whethey the eye of the
world notes it, or 1t is recorded in that book which the.
light of eternity alone shall make clear to the vision, -
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t Vi, bean kept at or abovo tho number
'ﬁ-mch thi 16t at one time reached. But within the
gpasf yoar its Bubuorlpﬁon Hst has been guffered.to fall
ok w,a ol nn oXteut that its piblication has entalled:

Wbl bl l'ta pi'ojﬁqwré Heom dmpoau] 1o abnndon,
. Hun d;‘eés of, cncomlums of the paper could be pre-
engod and_testimonials to the good it wns accom-
1l’blhg, from. those to whom it has been sont; but,
“of. ¢ourse, the good Lo be accomplished dopumls upon

'm&sm! due Nim- In the Reytow and Il'erald
5 thei‘ ﬁoriodleal issued nt tlns Oﬂice, o:,

wacka, we will .refund the' money,
ropouluon‘fdx‘ hemomom will be satisfaclory to .
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'devﬁlves upon, the publishens to mnke good in- sowe
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'uttl pw(or 10 have thelr mondy Dack, and those-
‘4l frgm wWhom we. do not. hoar within Ahrgo_

We trust thiq

Pmn,teums.

v

L s mamad

ust be & mutter of astonishment to any one of
medltin, moral suscopﬂbihty, to hear tho_elaim that it
makes no dlﬂemncg whother we obey Qud, or choose
L& WAY.. of our own_ instoad . of .what he has expressly

.appolbted. 8ill, wherover wo go, we liear mon say
that they cannot ses why any day rellglously observed
“will not perfectly answer the demands of the fourih
- comimandment.. My answer to this ig,. that if God
“"has only required one day in seven, doubtless they
“gro right, any ono (ny helng as good In all respecls

ng.any, other,

Adny, no sullstltutlnn of our own cant auswer tho ile-

“mand. -

- Tt i hard !nr me 1o st how 80 lm'ge a llcenge cau
-be perfoctly accoptablo In regurd to the divine lnw-—
a lleense thag could not bo tolerated for u moment in
“tespegt to uman laws and requlrements.  Should a
‘person bo cited to ap‘mrr hefare & couwrt upon n cer-

tain day, no one wou

d think that the particatar day

“was of . no consequence, or that any olhu‘ day would

answer the requisition’ just as well,”

‘)nrson claim-

.ing this would hie thought Insane or deciledly Inwless.
Yat the first official of a Caundian tawnship once
“1old e that he could not see for the 1ife of him why
'any ofis day kept as a Sabhath would not ('qllnliy

“answer the requirement of the Sabbatht law.

To in.

form him that God had appointed the day, sanctifled
it, set it apart ns a sacred memorlal of his rest on that
... day from the work of creation, soomed not to broak
" the orust or mako Any impression,

+ In spfeaking of memorial days, T'elaint that an event
{8 memorialized by the observancs of the very day on.
 whiigh the event happoned.
~;¥ate, the resurrection, of Christ by tho observance of n

"dn)
v;,tﬁﬂk flnco.
‘diy, %

&eventh.

18 God : honore
# Hahbath,

it should, he the dn{
It we woull

" ery- dny on which :he - rested.
evon ‘¢im be his rest ddy, for be rested on no other
‘To wmy Canadiah friond who

1ght df eroptly, 1 propase that he should celebrate
gtiden‘s hlrthduy oty the fourth of July, fustend

of the'twontyfoieth of May.
“othiltie + horgell” very: bighly

Jf we are to cominemno-

on which the resnrrection

commemorato the Sahbath
| 6y the rést duny of God, wo should observe the

No other day of - tho

“Het Majosty would not
‘honored by ho change.
at(emptjng to clmnge the
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