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ctober is Pastor Appreciation Month. Each week we are blessed by their
sermons, leadership, instruction, service, and prayers, so we thought it would

be a good idea to remind ourselves that pastors are people, too.
I enjoy meeting new colleagues in ministry. One of the
questions I usually ask is, “How did you come to know the
Lord?” This past month we traveled throughout the Lake Union
and visited five pastoral teams. We hope you appreciate their
willingness to share their personal journeys, and are blessed by
how God has shaped their lives to serve you.

Gary Burns, Editor
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President’s Perspective
by Walter L. Wright, Lake Union conference president

Pastors Partnering
with Christ
W

hen a pastor truly partners with Jesus, marvelous results can be expected. I had an experience many years ago that inspired my own pastoring style, and it intensified my desire to be

a partner with the Lord, Jesus Christ.

I was an intern observing an older worker who had entered the ministry late in life. He was unorthodox.
He wasn’t articulate. He hadn’t studied Christology, the Pauline Epistles, or Greek. Yet, he was very successful as a pastor and evangelist.
This pastor never received a large evangelistic budget, yet he was a steady, annual producer of baptisms.
He was never assigned to a large congregation, yet the people he shepherded seemed to love him and
were willingly led by him. He always produced the goals set by the conference administration without
fanfare.
I remember one year when he unfolded the tent sent by the conference for his summer campaign. It was
rotten and fell apart. He pitched the one solid section of the tent and preached night after night. I just
knew that no one would attend such a shabby-looking meeting. I was correct, to a degree. Not a single
person who thought like me attended.
But there were apparently many folk who did not think like me, and they came in good numbers. They hungered for knowledge of Jesus Christ. I recall that the baptismal count reached 55 precious individuals!
I know that many times we bring our plans to Christ and ask Him to bless them. This dear man spent
hours with the Lord, asking Him for a plan. Each time the Lord gave him a plan through inspiration, the
partnership was renewed.
Listen, pastor friend. I believe that formal preparation for ministry is more critically important now than at
any previous time. Get all of it that you can possibly get. It will make you a better partner for Christ. But
if you neglect the heart preparation and development of the total dependence on God that this wonderful
pastor had, you will not be a good partner.
In the final accounting, we do not work for goals or baptisms of precious individuals, but for the satisfaction, peace, and sense of accomplishment that comes from having Jesus as our partner. After all, what
we really want to hear at the end of our careers is, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”
(Matthew 25:21).
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Indiana The Huntingburg and Tell City Church members rejoiced when two ladies recently joined their church
families. Here are their stories.
In Spring 2006, Carlon Maxey attended a vegetarian
taste testing event at the Hungtingburg Church. At that
event, Shawn Boonstra’s meetings, Unlocking the Signs, were
advertised.

In April 2007, Heather Cronin attended a ShareHim series
of meetings presented by Justin at the Tell City Church. There
were 21 meetings, and Heather attended 20 of those meetings. Before the pastor presented a message on healthy food
choices, Heather informed him that she had already gone to
her refrigerator and thrown out all her pork products.
Even though Heather attended a church of another
denomination, she didn’t object to any of the Bible truths
she was taught. After the meetings concluded, Justin spent
three weeks reviewing the book, In His Steps, with Heather.
Justin was accompanied by church elder, Jim Howe, and his
wife Ana Lou Howe, who helped take care of Heather’s two
daughters, Audry and Natalie, while the pastor and Jim met
with Heather.
Heather was baptized on April 28, and she continues to
grow in Christ. She helps out in the Community Services
department at church, and recently assisted with a vegetarian taste testing event held in downtown Tell City at a yearly
local festival.
Justin Childers, pastor of the Cedar Ridge, Huntingburg, and Tell City Churches

Heather Cronin and Carlon Maxey are reaching out to their communities,
following their baptisms. From left (back): Heather Cronin, Justin Childers
(pastor), and Carlon Maxey; (front): Natalie Cronin and Audry Cronin

Carlon attended about half of the Unlocking the Signs
meetings, and then she began to attend the Huntingburg
Church about twice a month. She was a member of another denomination, and asked the Adventist pastor, Justin
Childers, if she should stop attending her church. He encouraged her to study the Sabbath message and the principle behind it, even though she would continue to attend her
church. Carlon attended both churches for a few months.
In the meantime, she also studied Amazing Facts’ “Storicals
of Prophecy” lessons with Justin. Carlon completed those
lessons in December 2006.
After Carlon recovered from a major surgery, Justin reviewed the book, In His Steps, with her, and a baptismal date
was set for April 28.
Carlon has participated in several outreach projects
with Huntingburg Church members, and her grandson recently attended Teen Camp at Timber Ridge Camp. Several times, Carlon has commented to Justin that she is glad
she found the truth.
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Michigan During the past few months, Urbandale
Seventh-day Adventist Church members have begun to see
evidence of God’s Spirit at work in response to their fervent prayers as they have shared the Bible with members of
the community. It is their desire to lead 100 individuals to
the Lord in 2007.
Fran Crow served in the military medical field for seven
years. She lost her husband in April 2006, and his family
was a great support to her during her grief recovery. Fran’s
sister-in-law, Kay Crow, was engaged in Bible studies that
led to her baptism earlier this year. Fran quietly observed
the changes that the studies were producing in Kay’s life.
Kay and another sister-in-law, Muriel Crow, invited
Fran to attend prayer meeting and, later, worship services
at the church. Fran accepted the invitation, and things
began to change for her. She asked for weekly Bible studies, which she enjoyed for some time. Eventually, she
sensed the Holy Spirit prompting her to take the next
step with God.
After her pastor presented the topic of baptism, Fran
suggested, as she put it, “Let’s step it up.” From that point
on, she had two Bible studies a week with Muriel leading
out. Since Fran was eager to respond to what she had been
learning, she completed a decision card and handed it to
the pastor at prayer meeting one evening.

T h e La k e Un i o n He ra l d i s a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e .

Terry Nelson, Urbandale Church pastor, prepares to baptize a joyous Fran Crow.

Fran was ready to join up for the second time in her life,
only this time she chose to join the Lord’s Army. A beautiful baptism occurred on July 29, where Fran publicly declared her loyalty to Jesus and pledged her allegiance to His
leadership. Because of her testimony at her baptism, nine
other individuals accepted the call that day to prepare to
follow Christ through baptism. Five of the nine are already
participating in Bible studies. Pray for Fran as she helps
with the prison ministry studies, shares her new faith with
her family, and lives her life to glorify His name.
Burgess Grubbs, BSH, health educator and Urbandale Seventh-day Adventist
Church member

Wisconsin Without hesitation, Shane Jon Abrahamson’s
response to the question, “What is one of your favorite
Bible verses?” is “Psalm 46:10: Be still and know that I am
God....”
Shane and his parents, Donald and Patricia, along with
his four older siblings, grew up on the extended paternal
family farm in Independence, Wisconsin. The youngest
in his family, Shane felt cared for and protected. His dad
worked outside the family farm as a local butcher, and his
mother was the oldest of 14 children, which groomed her
to become a great mother—a calling to which she is still
faithful. Shane’s parents were married for 35 years before
the premature death of his father in 1989.

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

Shane’s long spiritual journey began years ago when his
mother took him to Bible school and worship services on
Sunday. In July 2006, Shane began to feel a big, empty spiritual hole inside his life, and he wondered if the Holy Spirit
was at work. This led him to pick up his Bible and, with a
new religious curiosity, he began to read it. The very next
night he awoke at 3:00 a.m. As he peered into the darkness
he was startled, and believed he saw a demon at the side of
his bed. He turned to switch on his bedside lamp and could
see nothing there. This experience prompted Shane to
want to study the Bible even more during the coming days.
In the autumn of 2006, a storm caused the electricity
to go off in Shane’s home. When he began to reprogram
his television set, a new TV signal appeared that he had
never seen before. It
was the Three Angels
Broadcasting Network
(3ABN). As he watched
the programs on this
new network, he began
to learn new things that
were taught from the
Bible.
A few months later,
a flier advertising the
Madison Community
Church’s Adventures in
Prophecy meetings with
evangelist Ric Swaningson arrived in his
mailbox. Shane decided
to attend, and came Shane Jon Abrahamson believes a series of providential
virtually every night. It events led him to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
After attending an Adventures in Prophecy series
was during these meet- of meetings at the Madison Community Church,
ings that Shane made and following conversations with the church
his decision to become a pastor, Abraham Swamidass, and an evangelist, Ric
Swaningson, Shane felt convicted to commit his life fully
Seventh-day Adventist to Christ through baptism.
Christian.
After personal conversations with the evangelist and
Abraham Swamidass, pastor, Shane found that all his
questions were answered in the Bible, and he was baptized
April 7. Shane is thankful for what God has done for him
in such a personal way, working through circumstances to
meet his needs at just the right time. We rejoice with him
and say, “Amen, Lord Jesus!”
Leslie-Anne Endres, Madison Community Church member, and Bruce
Babienco, Lake Union Herald volunteer correspondent
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YOUTH inAction

L

Youth for Jesus!
b y J o y c e Bl a k e

ast year when New Albany Church members prepared for their youth to participate in the Elijah Project (see
March 2007 Lake Union Herald), they were not aware that Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries (ASI)
would hold its 2007 International Convention right across the river in Louisville, Kentucky. ASI was instru-

mental in funding the Elijah Project, and they also sent representatives to witness the young people in action.

Len Timberlake

Judith Yeoman

How happy the New Albany
After studying the Bible with many
Church members were to learn that
interested people in the area, the BiASI would include their church in the
ble workers invited their students to
Youth for Jesus project, scheduled immeattend the Revelation Speaks evangelisdiately before the 60th ASI Conventic meetings, which began July 6 and
tion, which was held August 1–4.
continued the the rest of the month.
In January, ASI provided a projFour Louisville-area churches, two
ect coordinator, and in February a
Indiana churches, and one satellite
site coordinator was assigned to work
church in Frankfort, Kentucky, parwith just the New Albany Church.
ticipated. The Bible workers, along
From left: Andy Haub and Jeremy Wong, from the New
Bible workers arrived in April, and
with the Youth for Jesus students, proAlbany (Indiana) Church, spoke to a crowd of several
in June everyone was happy to re- thousand during the ASI Convention in Louisville,
vided the preaching and helped with
Kentucky.
When
asked
what
the
Youth
for
Jesus
program
ceive more Bible workers and some
the music, children’s programs, greetmeant to them, both agreed it had definitely changed
of the students who participated in their lives.
ing, and ushering for the meetings.
the Youth for Jesus training school.
The New Albany Church youth also
Beginning in April, there was an eight-week training participated in preaching, special music, greeting, and the
session to prepare church members to give Bible studies children’s programs. The Frankfort Church, which had been
correctly. Forty of the New Albany
closed for two years, re-opened with
members attended the course. Many
more than 20 people participating in
held Bible studies with their neigha branch Sabbath school.
bors and friends.
The series of evangelistic meetThe Bible workers and students
ings culminated in an area-wide
flooded the neighborhoods, knocked
baptismal service on July 31 at the
on doors, and followed leads from
Pewee Valley Church in Kentucky.
Amazing Facts, It Is Written, and
Mark Finley delivered a wonderfully
other sources. They also searched Jeremy Wong, from the New Albany (Indiana) Church,
encouraging message. Following his
their communities for others who preached several sermons during the ASI Youth for Jesus- message, area pastors baptized 45
new members; 33 others had already
were looking for Bible truths. They sponsored meetings.
enrolled many in Bible study courses. During this time, been baptized. In all, 149 precious individuals made decichurch members also held a Stop Smoking clinic, a health sions to follow Christ.
expo, and a vegetarian cooking class.
Joyce Blake is the New Albany Church communication secretary.
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BE|OND our BORDERS

The Bible Says...

T

by Winston J. Craig

hey came night after night. Some walked miles from their homes; some came crowded on the back of a large
lorry. Each night they came, 2,000 to 3,000 strong. They sat on the wet, grassy field of Eriku Park on pieces
of cardboard cartons, plastic shopping bags, banana leaves, and rocks that provided a dry platform for them.

Attendees listened for two hours each night to various local choirs, a health talk, and the Word of God preached forcefully
in Pidgin, their native tongue. Some nights the mud was ankle deep and it took some negotiating not to get stuck, but
everyone had joy in their hearts.
A group of eight youth from
umbrellas were launched to proAvondale College and the Avonvide a few dry spots on the field.
dale Memorial Church, along
I had the privilege of providwith their senior pastor, Adrian
ing a ten-minute health talk each
Craig, conducted the two-week
evening before the sermon. Topevangelistic meetings in mid-July
ics presented included malaria,
in Lae, on the eastern seaboard
good nutrition for the family,
of Papua New Guinea. Lae is the
the harmfulness of smoking and
second largest city in Papua New
chewing betel nut, alcohol, and
Guinea, and home to the Sev- Adrian Craig preached about Daniel 2 in the Pidgin language.
using colas and other sugar-laden
enth-day Adventist Union Missoft drinks.
sion headquarters. The theme of
At the end of the meetings,
the nightly meetings was “Baimore than 300 people responded
bel Itok” (The Bible Says). The
and came forward in commitAvondale youth provided music,
ment to Christ. Two dozen peopuppet items, and audiovisual
ple were baptized
support for the meetings. Adrian
the last weekend,
Craig preached from Daniel and
and others were beRevelation.
ing prepared for
Temperatures hovered around
September. A large
A choir from Lae provided music at the evening meetings.
80 to 85 degrees night and day,
majority of those attending the
with very high humidity. It usually took two to three days to meetings and responding at the end were young people. All
get washed items dry. July is a very rainy month, and tropi- looks very promising for the future of the young church in
cal rains in this region normally fall during the late after- Papua New Guinea. Out of a population of 5 million people
noon and evening. However, in answer to the prayers of the there, about 300,000 are Seventh-day Adventists.
team members, the weather was different during the two
As a show of love and appreciation, all members of
weeks of the meetings. Heavy rains fell after midnight and the evangelistic team were presented with a native bilum
also during the morning hours, leaving the fields soaked, (hand-woven bag) and a large mounted native butterfly at
but the skies were mostly clear during the early evening for their farewell.
the meetings. Only on the first night did the rain fall, as
Winston Craig, Ph.D., R.D., is a professor of nutrition and wellness at
if testing everyone’s faith. However, no one left, and a few Andrews University.
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Unexpected Outcomes

W

b y Su s a n E . M u r r a y

e all long for a healthy baby. Most pregnancies proceed without many complications. Even when complications do occur, Western medical science provides women with treatment for nearly every complication related to pregnancy. The sad truth is that with all the medical interventions possible, parents

can still experience miscarriages, stillbirths, neonatal deaths, or have babies born with life-long challenges.
During pregnancy, the unknowns about a baby encourages
parents to hope and dream about what their baby will be like.
Often parents develop an idea or mental picture of the perfect child-to-be. This can include the sex of the child, talents,
or other characteristics important to the parents. Sadly, at the
birth of their child, parents may be faced with a reality that
the hoped-for child and the real child are not the same child.
When parents lose a newborn child to death, or when
they have a baby born with birth defects, parents experience
a cycle of grief and loss. It isn’t so much about the severity of
the condition as it is about mourning the loss of the healthy
child they imagined they’d deliver. Unconsciously, the parents’ minds recognize the death of the dream of the hopedfor child and this moves the parents into a cycle of grief.
Shock and Panic—The first stage is one of disbelief and
disorientation. Often parents respond in the same manner
that they always react in panic—withdrawal, eating, hysteria,
talking, etc.
Searching—After the shock, the parents begin
to search for the hoped-for child. This may be
done through denial, searching for a diagnosis, or placing blame.
Experience of Nothingness—
This is often a time of strong
emotions as parents realize the
child can’t be “fixed,” and the
parents must face the reality of the child’s disability. At
this time parents ask why this
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happened to him or her. Anger, guilt, depression, and rage
are some of the emotions felt at this stage.
Recovery—During this stage, parents take the intense
emotions and begin to resolve them in positive ways. He or
she integrates the hoped-for child with the real child—seeing the child’s assets along with the disability. Values, goals,
and family life are restructured to include the child. Now
the child is loved for who he or she is.
Maintenance—The parents reach a relatively stable state
of equilibrium at this stage. He or she has found internal
and external coping mechanisms to help deal with each new
hurdle or obstacle. The parents realize that true resolution
can’t occur as long as the child is alive. The grieving cycle can
and does start all over again when they are reminded that
their child is disabled or malformed.
Unexpected outcomes are just that—something we don’t
anticipate. If you are an expectant parent, consider making a “What if?” list. Anticipating the joys and coming to terms with
the fact that sometimes pregnancy and
childbirth experience doesn’t yield our
desired outcomes is an essential
and necessary step in becoming
a parent.
Susan Murray is an associate professor
of family studies who teaches
behavioral science and social work at
Andrews University. She is a certified
family life educator and licensed
marriage and family therapist.
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Good Fats,
Bad Fats
by Winston J. Craig

Does
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at. The mere mention of the word creates fear in the mind of some. But we all need some fat in our diet. It helps
with the absorption of fat-soluble vitamins and health-promoting phytochemicals, and delivers essential fatty
acids that are important precursors for a variety of vital hormones.

The real issue is which fat is better, and which one should
be avoided? The fat that comes naturally with plant foods
such as avocado, olives, and nuts is healthy fat. But what
should one choose from the many salad oils and spreads
available?
Corn oil, soy oil, and sunflower seed oil are all rich in
polyunsaturated fat that lowers the risk of cardiovascular
disease. Extra virgin olive oil is rich in monounsaturated
fat and various health-promoting polyphenolics that lower
heart disease and cancer risk, and is a favorite
for use in salad dressings. Flaxseed oil, like
walnut oil, is rich in omega-3 fat that helps
lower triglycerides and the risk of blood
clots.
Canola oil, an oil rich in omega-3
and monounsaturated fat, is both safe
and effective at reducing elevated cholesterol levels. A widely circulated Internet
message claiming that canola oil causes
glaucoma, shortens your lifespan, and has
other detrimental effects is false!
Fast foods such as fries and various bakery products are made with hydrogenated
vegetable oils, which are unhealthy due to
their significant content of trans fat and saturated fat. Both of these fats have an adverse
effect on your blood lipids.
Recently, there has been a lot of Internet
activity promoting the so-called miraculous

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

healing properties of coconut oil. In The Coconut Oil Miracle,
Bruce Fife claims that coconut oil prevents bacterial, viral,
and fungal infections, helps to control diabetes, does not raise
cholesterol levels or promote blood clots, and helps promote
weight loss due to its rich content of medium-chain fats.
None of these health claims have been experimentally proven, however, and research has shown that coconut does raise
cholesterol levels and increase the risk of clot formation.
People often ask which is more healthful—butter or
margarine? Soft tub margarines made from liquid vegetable oils have no cholesterol and contain only
one-third as much saturated fat as butter,
and are known to lower cholesterol levels.
Trans fat content of margarines is of less
concern now that the food industry has
started to use a new process of random
interesterification of oils. However, one
should limit the use of the hard stick margarines as they do contain significant levels
of trans fat.
The American Heart Association recommends that we use those margarines
that contain no more than two grams of
saturated fat per tablespoon. One should be
careful not to use too much fat. A tablespoon
of margarine or oil represents about 20 to 30
percent of your daily fat needs.
Winston J. Craig, Ph.D., R.D., is a professor of
nutrition and wellness at Andrews University.
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Missionaries
Everywhere
b y D i c k Du e r k s e n

ne Wednesday night—way back in the old days—Frank Sheppet turned to me and asked, “So pastor, whatcha gonna do here?”
I was a ministerial intern in Arizona, and the conference had assigned me to the church family in

Wickenberg. All of the members were AARP certified and on Social Security. I was their leader, and about the age of their
grandkids.
“What would you like
to have done?” I asked
Frank.
He leaned forward and
spoke for the entire congregation. “We’d like to
have an elementary school
goin’ right here beside our
church. How else is this
building gonna be full of
families ready for Jesus to
come?”
The members started on the school, working with God
to make a miracle happen. They talked with the conference,
planned with the county, and sent fliers in the community
inviting every kid within ten miles to come to VBS. “That’s
so we’ll have their names and addresses,” Frank said. “We’ll
need those when the school opens next year.”
I thought about Frank a couple months ago when I was
standing with Ron Kelly, a pastor from Cicero, Indiana,
while on the scaffolding of a new church building in Palugo,
Ecuador.
“This is the 11th Maranatha Mission trip for our congregation,” Ron reminisced. “And those yearly trips have
certainly changed the members in our Cicero, Indiana,
church!”
Ron continued laying blocks as he spoke. “I think what
people are really hungering for is a chance to make a dif-

10
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ference. We’ve got about
everything you can get in
America, but we’re missing out on what life really
needs, and that’s purpose!”
Ron’s dream for his
church sounds a lot like
Frank’s dream for Wickenburg; he sees it filled with
members who are on fire
for God and who are active
in service to others. “We go
on mission trips,” Ron says, “because mission trips make the
difference. Our mission trips are a jump start on our sense
of mission everywhere and because we engage in them seriously, we’ve become generous, purposeful, and joyful.
When you become a missionary somewhere else, it reminds
you that you need to be a missionary back at home.”
“There’s another benefit,” Ron smiled above his trowel, “my people are so into the mission of the church that
I don’t have to deal with most of the griping that goes on
when people don’t feel they’re being served right. Serving
others takes care of that!”
“God’s called us to do this,” that’s what both Frank and
Ron would say!
Dick Duerksen is the official “storyteller” for Maranatha Volunteers
International. Readers may contact Dick at dduerksen@maranatha.org.
PS: Frank helped cut the ribbon on the new Wickenburg school.

T h e La k e Un i o n He ra l d i s a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e .

ADVENTISM

A

ASI: Sharing Christ
in the Marketplace
b y G a r y Bu r n s a n d J u d y Th o m s e n

dventist-laymen’s Services and Industries® (ASI®) marked its 60th anniversary this year at the annual
convention in Louisville, Kentucky.
ASI, the organization of Seventh-day Adventist lay persons involved in professions, industry, education,

or services, exists to provide challenge, nurture, and experience in “Sharing Christ in the Marketplace” as well as support
for the global mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
ASI began back in
ther, Neil Martin, attendMadison, Tennessee, in
ed Madison in 1908 and
the days of Ellen G. White.
stayed in the Madison
She strongly supported
vicinity until 1925. Neil
establishing an industrial
was a charter member of
school near Nashville,
ASI, attending the first
Tennessee. E.A. Sutherconvention in 1947 along
land, later the first presiwith Edwin’s brother,
dent of ASI, and Percy
Charles. Though he did
Magan started the school
not attend that first gathin 1904 with a work-study
ering, Edwin says, “I’ve
program that would allow At the convention, ASI members looked back at how the organization began. These
been associated with ASI
are
attendees
at
the
first
self-supporting
convention
at
Madison,
Tennessee,
in
1909.
students to work and pay
on and off since it first
for their education. This later became Madison College.
began.” He is probably the oldest and longest-attending
Out of the model of this self-supporting school, other member at conventions these days.
self-supporting entities were started. Workers met togethAt each convention, a special offering is taken to fund
er at Madison every year, sharing experiences and encour- ASI-sponsored projects in the coming year. Projects in
aging each other.
2007 include, among others, establishing a meal program
In 1946, E.A. Sutherland was asked by the General in the slums of Phnom Penh, building a second floor to the
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists to serve as secretary dormitory at Eden Garden Orphanage, establishing a medof the newly-formed Commission on Rural Living. The ical and dental clinic in Guatemala, and sponsoring Bible
next spring a group of self-supporting workers and Gen- workers in Nepal. For a complete list of ASI-sponsored
eral Conference representatives met in Cincinnati, Ohio, projects, visit www.asiministries.org.
to organize what became the Association of Seventh-day
You are invited to join this dedicated group of layperAdventist Self-Supporting Institutions. When the associa- sons. For ASI membership information or to learn about
tion grew and gradually included lay people in business, the the 2008 ASI convention in Tampa, Florida, visit www.
name was changed to its current one in 1979.
asiministries.org.
Long-time ASI member, Edwin Martin, has a rich heriGary Burns is the Lake Union Conference communication director. Judy
tage in the church and self-supporting ministries. His fa- Thomsen is communication director for Adventist-laymen’s Services and
Industries.

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

Lake Union Herald

• Oc t o b e r 2 0 0 7

|

11

SHARING our HOPE

F

Prayers of Hope
b y T r e v o r S c hlu t e r

lint, Michigan, has one of the highest crime rates in the country, high unemployment, and a bleak economic
outlook. If there’s a city that needs prayer, Flint’s it.
In Biblical times, Jesus sent forth His disciples two by two. Responding to His call, Fairhaven Church

members similarly went forth to pray for those who needed it most in their community. The members did this in cooperation with a city-wide effort to blanket Flint with prayer warriors.
A consortium of Flint-area
Chris Stuckey, a Fairhaven
churches of various denominaChurch young person, prayed
tions held a Prayer Chain Day
with an elderly woman and
on Saturday, August 11. Parher husband who were expeticipating churches were asked
riencing some tough times.
to claim a street in the city that
“They wanted a blessing to
branched off of Saginaw Street,
help them make it through,”
a main thoroughfare that runs
he said.
the entire length of the city
The Fairhaven Church
of Flint. The prayer warriors
pastor later learned about a
were to walk the selected area,
woman who called a ChrisFairhaven Church members who participated in the Prayer Chain gathered
knock on doors, and pray for downtown at Flint City Hall after praying with people on the streets.
tian Radio station after the
the people they met.
Prayer Chain Day. She told
Charles Osborne, Fairhaven Church pastor, stressed the the radio host how she was having a difficult time, but a
importance of the church getting involved in the Prayer pastor had stopped by to pray with her, an experience she
Chain Day event. He abbreviated the Sabbath services at said she would never forget. She noticed his license plate
the church, so the members could go minister on the street, was “Pastor O.” The pastor knew she was talking about him,
like Jesus did. Coinciding with the Prayer Chain Day event, and he was surprised to learn the impact his prayer had on
Fairhaven Church leaders purchased T-shirts to her. He said, “It was important for us to be involved with
provide church members with a uniform iden- this project because the Flint community needs to know
tity while out in the public.
that we are a part of them and that we are willing to do our
The event started out with prayer and praise part to make a difference.”
offered downtown at City Hall. Then the
There are plans in place to make the Prayer Chain Day
groups of Christian prayer warriors hit the streets to make an annual event. Fairhaven Church members plan to go
a difference for Jesus. Three hours later, the prayer warriors back to their assigned area a few months after the event to
gathered once again in front of City Hall for a praise service survey community residents to learn how the church can
and to tell their experiences. Some participants told how minister to them.
eager people were to be prayed for. Others said they were
Trevor Schluter is the Fairhaven Church communication director.
shrugged off. And still others shared stories of persons they
met who decided to accept Jesus as their Savior.
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Chicago Para Cristo
por Carmelo Mercado

E

“En la ciudad de Nueva York, en Chicago, y en otros grandes centros de población, hay un numeroso elemento
extranjero, multitudes de personas de varias nacionalidades, y todas ellas prácticamente sin amonestar. ...Su pueblo
necesita actuar cuerdamente. Necesita poner en marcha esta obra en las ciudades con fervoroso esfuerzo. Hombres
de consagración y talento han de ser enviados a estas ciudades para ponerse al trabajo. Han de unirse muchas clases
de obreros en la conducción de estos esfuerzos para amonestar a la gente,” (Servicio Cristiano, p. 248)

n el año 1981 tomé un curso de evangelismo en Chicago enseñado por el pastor Mark Finley. En ese tiempo la
Unión del Lago había decidido establecer un Centro de Evangelismo en Chicago e invitó al pastor Finley para
que fuese el director de dicho centro. Yo estaba pastoreando en la ciudad de Hammond, estado de Indiana, en

ese tiempo y siendo que el Centro estaba cerca de Hammond, decidí tomar el curso de entrenamiento. El curso duró tres
meses y hubo alrededor de 30 personas que participaron incluyendo laicos y pastores.
Un día el pastor Finley nos
cargo del pastor Alejandro Bullón.
contó por qué había decidido
La División Norteamericana ha
trabajar en esa ciudad. Nos
tomado un interés especial en
explicó que poco después de
este proyecto y está haciendo
haber llegado a Chicago subió
planes de transmitir la campaña
uno de los edificios altos en el
vía satélite para que todas las
centro de la ciudad, desde donde
iglesias hispanas en la División
vio a una gran multitud. En ese
puedan beneficiarse. La campaña
momento se convenció que tenía
se llevará a cabo los días 10 al 17
que hacer algo extraordinario
de agosto del año 2008.
para guiar a las ovejas perdidas
Como líder hispano en la
de Chicago al redil de Jesús y por Los pastores que componen la comisión administrativa de la
Unión pido a todos los hermanos
campaña evangelística Chicago Para Cristo. Sentados de izquierda a
eso aceptó el desafío de trabajar derecha Eddie Allen y Justo Morales. Los que están de pie izquierda de las cinco asociaciones que
en esa ciudad. El resultado final a derecha, Adalberto Gómez, Héctor Leger, Rodolfo Rosales, Enrique oren por este proyecto. Si usted
Campbell y Ernesto Sánchez.
de sus esfuerzos fue que cientos
vive en el área de Chicago pido
de almas llegaron a unirse al pueblo adventista.
no solamente sus oraciones, sino también su participación
Otra vez nuestro Señor Jesús está dirigiendo a su pueblo en lo que planeamos hacer. No tengo la menor duda que
a hacer algo extraordinario para llegar a las multitudes de Satanás está muy preocupado en lo que nos hemos propuesto
personas hispanas que viven en la gran ciudad de Chicago. hacer y hará todo lo posible para poner obstáculos en el
Enfatizo la palabra extraordinario, porque por primera vez camino. Pero doy gracias a Dios porque tenemos a un grupo
en la historia de la Unión del Lago los líderes y pastores de hermanos y pastores que desea más que nada, hacer
hispanos de dos asociaciones—la Asociación de Illinois la voluntad de Dios y confío que con nuestros esfuerzos
y la Asociación Regional del Lago—han decidido unir unidos y con el poder del Espíritu Santo, Dios nos dará una
sus esfuerzos y recursos para tener un año intensivo de gran cosecha de almas.
evangelismo, culminando con una campaña metropolitana a
Carmelo Mercado es el vicepresidente general de la Unión del Lago.
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A Family Called to Serve

F

b y Wa lt e r L . W r i g h t

amily has always meant much to me. I think of my parents and the six siblings I was privileged to grow up
with. Then there is the vast Lake Union family of brothers and sisters. Good families are known to be supportive, and I am so grateful for the support of my Lake Union family. Your prayers, messages, flowers, and

visits have sustained me and my wife Jackie during the last four years with my health struggle.
The Lord heard your prayers, and I am on the mend and
doing very well. It feels so good to be back in the office,
chairing committees, planning outreach, and preaching and
fellowshipping in the churches. Thank you, from the depths
of my heart, for your family care and love.
Then there is the family of Lake Union pastors. They are
as fine a group as you will see anywhere. Each serves in their
own unique way with the special gifts that God has placed
within them. They pray for our needs, feed us wholesome
spiritual food, marry the loving couples, baptize our trophies
for the kingdom of Heaven, dedicate our babies, visit and

pray for our sick and troubled, and bury our dead. And all the
while, they help raise and nourish their own families.
I count it a special joy to honor our pastors in this month’s
Herald. We have been careful to select a cross section of these
blessed servants of God from throughout our Lake Union territory. Maybe one of the selections is your pastor; maybe none
of them. But there is one thing for sure: they belong to all of
us, and we pay them special tribute and thanks. Ladies and
gentlemen, these men represent Lake Union’s finest. Please
pray for them and support them as members of the family.
Walter Wright is the Lake Union Conference president.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, a time set aside to honor pastors and pastoral families for their dedicated service.
We invite you, our readers, to find creative and personal ways to acknowledge and celebrate your pastor’s commitment to the call.
In addition, you may nominate your pastor to receive a special gift by e-mailing your words of affirmation and appreciation
to editor@luc.adventist.org. Pastors will be selected from various parts of the Union.
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Serving the Eldorado, Marion, and West Frankfort Churches in the Illinois Conference

Prayer Strengthened Them
D a l e

C

a n d

C a r o l

B a r n hu r s t

b y D i a n e Thu r b e r

arol and Dale Barnhurst were freshmen at Andrews University when they met. Carol worked in the cafeteria, and it was there where Dale got her attention. Carol says it was Dale’s “sparkly eyes” that first drew
her to him. Dale recalls intentionally choosing to go through her serving line because he “liked her smile.”

Through mutual friends, Carol and Dale later learned each other’s names, and a great friendship began.
Dale was a math major, but during his freshman year he
attended a week of prayer where he heard an invitation
extended to students who wanted to commit their lives to
pastoral ministry. Dale says that’s when he started running,
and he ran from the idea of ministry for close to a year. He
began to make excuses as to why he shouldn’t pursue ministry, such as he was an “introvert” and “didn’t speak real
well.” Dale also wanted to try to draw some family members
back to church and thought being a minister might hinder
those plans. He says one day he just became convinced be-

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

ing a minister was what the Lord wanted him to do. He was
impressed that God was telling him, “I want you to do it
and if you don’t do it, it’s going to hurt our relationship.”
Dale remembers saying, “Okay, Lord, I get it.”
At the same time the Holy Spirit was working on Dale’s
heart, Carol also formed a new relationship with God. Carol’s
father died during her junior year in academy, and she had
begun to run from God. Carol was angry because He let her
father die, and says she made choices that weren’t the best
for her life. But during a week of prayer—the same week of
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prayer where Dale heard the
invitation to commit his life
to ministry—Carol recommitted her heart to the Lord.
She remembers thinking, Yes, I
want to serve the Lord.
Carol had been told earlier
in life, “You’d make a good pastor’s wife.” But she couldn’t see
herself in the role of the stereotypical pastor’s wife. Carol remembers thinking, “No. I don’t
think so.” She didn’t play the
piano, didn’t sing up front, and
says she wasn’t good with felts—
which she believed was expected
of a pastor’s wife. So when Dale
shared his conviction about
changing majors so he could be a
minister, Carol wasn’t real excited, but she wanted to be his wife.
She told Dale, “Okay, if that’s what
you want to do. If that’s what God’s wanting you to do, you
better do it.”
One and a half years later, Carol and Dale enrolled in
the first Engaged Encounter class taught by Sue and Don
Murray. They united their lives shortly thereafter and soon
began an adventurous ministry journey together.
Carol and Dale currently serve the members of the Eldorado, Marion, and West Frankfort congregations in the
Illinois Conference. What really excites Dale about ministry might surprise you. “It’s the paycheck,” he said emphatically. But the paycheck he’s talking about is when he sees an
individual’s life being changed by God. He enjoys seeing the
light go on in someone’s eyes as they are led to Christ, and
when they all of a sudden say, “Yeah, this is what I’ve been
looking for.”
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Dale often witnesses God’s
hand at work when he studies
with an individual. At times he
also watches Him leading at
other events or places, such as
youth events, camping outings,
or float trips. He says baptism
is just the culmination, but it’s
the actual change in someone’s
life that brings him joy. Many
times, Carol and Dale see God
pulling an individual to Him,
but the person’s response is
not always instantaneous.
It brings them great joy to
learn about commitments
made even after they leave
a district.
Carol still doesn’t see herself filling the role of pastor’s
wife she once thought was
expected of her, but she has learned that she
likes being with people and helping people. She said, “Being
a pastor’s wife kind of puts me in a position sometimes that
I can see other people’s needs a little more clearly, and gives
me an opportunity to help people out.”
Carol and Dale both believe God has placed people in their
lives throughout their years of ministry to be a special support
and encouragement, and they don’t have trouble coming up
with names—professors, pastor friends, and conference presidents. They both have always been blessed by church members,
too, who go out of their way to encourage them. One woman
liked to send cards. Dale remembered one card in particular
that Carol received. It reminded them, “As you are tending the
garden of your ministry, don’t spend all the time chasing the
rabbits, but tend the garden, too.” They appreciated her gentle
message and said it stuck with them a long time.

T h e La k e Un i o n He ra l d i s a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e .

As they looked back at these special friendships, Carol
and Dale say they didn’t necessarily choose them. Dale says,
“A bond developed and it just took off.” Carol is pretty sure
each of the individuals they mentioned had, at one time or
another, said they were praying for them. She said, “That,
to me, is so awesome, when someone out of the clear blue says,
‘I’ve been praying for you,’ in our
church. And I know they mean
it. It isn’t just something trite,
because I know those particular people are prayer warriors.
And when they say they are
praying for us, they mean it.
It is usually quite specific and
genuine.”
Dale believes God placed
these individuals in their
lives as a gift, and a support.
And he believes prayer is the
foundation of their relationship with Christ. Dale
and Carol pray together
every day. Dale says, “It’s
what makes our relationship with God work, and
makes it stronger, and
makes it relevant. Without it, ministry wouldn’t happen. We have to have a
prayer life to make ministry happen, because we’re not the
ones that makes things happen; it’s God that makes it happen. If we’re not asking, then we’re not receiving. If we’re
not receiving, we’re not getting a blessing, and we’re not
able to be a blessing.”
Dale says the most important message God has given him
to share is the importance of a relationship with Jesus. As
Dale spoke, his thoughts drifted back to his childhood. He
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and a special friend used to say to one another, “We’re really
good friends, but our Best Friend is Jesus.” Though Dale
admits He drifted away from Christ for a while, it was after
his high school years while reading through The Desire of Ages
that he put his relationship with his Best Friend back together. That experience stuck with him, and now he focuses
on the importance of building
that relationship with Jesus.
As he prepares every sermon,
he asks himself, “How does this
help me in my relationship,” and
he wants to be sure it will help
his church members in their relationship with Jesus Christ, too.
When Dale encounters individuals who question whether they
want to be a Seventh-day Adventist, he continues to encourage
them to take a look at their relationship with God to be sure it is intact
and growing. “If it is,” he tells them,
“God will guide them.” Dale has seen
the ministries of individuals flourish
as they realize that a relationship with
Jesus is the key, and they once again
put their lives in God’s hands.
Dale says, “If our relationship is intact and growing, we will want to do
what He wants us to do. Everything
He asks us to do is easier to do. It’s a given, whatever He
asks us to do then we’ll do. That, for me, is the most important [key] in my own life and in our ministry.”
Dale’s message to you is, “Keep loving Jesus and keep
faithful to what He wants all of us to do, because I believe
He is coming soon.”
Diane Thurber is the Lake Union Conference
assistant communication director.
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Serving the Bedford and Bloomington Churches in the Indiana Conference

Prayer Guided Them
F e r n a n d o

T

a n d

D a n i e l a

O r t i z

b y G a r y Bu r n s

he young student from Colombia squirmed in his seat. It was the week of prayer at his boarding school
and the speaker from New York was making an appeal. He had survived other appeals, convincing himself
that they were intended for others—not him. Even when he felt he should respond, he was held back by

fear of his buddies laughing at him.
Fernando Ortiz was raised in an Adventist home and had
already been baptized, but he knew he had never experienced that special relationship of walking with the Lord.
In fact, he had become rather rebellious and had little interest in spiritual things. But during that week, there was a
different atmosphere on campus, and changes were already
beginning to happen in Fernando.
As Jorge Grieve continued his appeal, students began to
respond. Fernando could sense the Holy Spirit calling on
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his heart. This time he thought, I don’t care what my friends are
going to say; I want to commit my life to the Lord.
Fernando got up and made his way down the long aisle
as tears began to fill his eyes. When he arrived at the front,
he was surprised to see that some of his friends were there,
too. That was a defining moment in Fernando’s life. A few
years later, Fernando moved from Costa Rica to California. Some time had passed since the day he walked down
the aisle. It was evident that he had allowed some distance
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to develop in his relationship with God and
the church.
Knowing that our
faith only grows when
put to work, his perceptive pastor asked
Fernando if he would like to help with the youth at the
church. Fernando thought, Sure. Why not?
“I don’t know why I said ‘Yes,’” Fernando later reflected,
“but I did. That served as an affirmation—not only because
the Lord helped me to do the work with the youth, but because some men of God affirmed that in me. So I thought,
You know, I can do that. And that was the beginning of a long
journey.”
As Fernando helped organize activities and served the
youth, he discovered that he liked it. During the next several
years, he became more involved and worked with several
different pastors. To his surprise, each pastor felt impressed
to tell Fernando that he should become a pastor.
Sensing that they may be right, Fernando said “yes” to
God’s call, and returned to Costa Rica to study theology.
Later, while at the seminary at Andrews University, a friend
of his who had worked at
an orphanage in Romania
returned, and said, “Fernando, I have found the
perfect wife for you!”
Fernando was not so
sure. He had no interest
in developing a relationship with someone on the
other side of the Atlantic.
Later, Fernando admits,
“The Holy Spirit had
his hand in it, because
He impressed me to call.

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

From the first call, there was
this spark, and from then on it
was just wonderful.”
Her name was Daniela, a
beautiful girl who had worked
with children and youth since
she was 14. Raised in an Adventist home, Daniela was especially influenced by her grandmother, who had great faith in the Lord. Daniela gave her life
to Jesus at the age of 12, during a large evangelistic series by
an American evangelist, just after communism had fallen in
her country. Even at a young age, she learned so many things
about God and prophecy from the Bible, and she was impressed she should totally dedicate her life to the Lord.
The church where she attended believed very strongly
in its youth and provided opportunities for them to be
involved, so ministry became a part of Daniela’s life. Her
faith was challenged often, but through study and prayer
she grew stronger. Daniela attended the university in her
city, and was the secretary of a student outreach organization called Amigos. They created all sorts of activities to
connect the university students to the Adventist church.
When Fernando finally placed that first telephone call to
Daniela, their friendship grew through conversations about
ministry, and he decided
to go visit Daniela. But
when she learned that
her new friend, Fernando,
was studying for the ministry she thought, I would
not be a good fit for a pastor’s wife.
I do not want to marry a pastor. I
enjoy my life here, I am preparing
for a career, I like my country, and
I am comfortable here.
Daniela felt God had
called her to her ministry
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for her university and
community, and it was
difficult to think He
would ask her to leave
it, and her family, and
go far away to another
country.
Daniela and Fernando both wanted God’s
best, and often prayed
together on the phone
to seek His direction
for their lives. In addition, Daniela spent nights in prayer
asking, “What do you want me to do? Is this your calling or
not?” One night as she prayed, she just needed God’s assurance. His answer came through Romans 8:28: “All things
work for the good of those who trust the Lord.” That was a
very decisive moment for Daniela. Yes, I think the Lord is calling
me to this, she resolved. And even if I don’t know a lot about ministry,
I don’t know what it means to be a pastor’s wife, I don’t know what I need
to do, I’m willing to go for it! Daniela knew that God had really
called her that night.
Daniela and Fernando both came to know the Lord and
grow strong in their faith through being engaged in ministry to others. It was that shared passion for ministry that
brought their hearts together. They realized that God had
prepared them to serve Him, and they saw His providence
in bringing them together to serve Him as a team.
When asked about the focus of his ministry, Fernando
responded, “I see ministry as empowering. Ministry, for me,
is a person who gives the tools to the members for them to
get a closer communion with the Lord—tools to serve, tools
to learn, tools to be what God wants them to be. My part is
so humble and so little, but it’s a part. My part is to say, ‘You
know, here are the tools. Go to work.’ So when they do it,
they say, ‘It’s not Pastor Ortiz. It’s God!’ And my part is to
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provide the inspiration
for them to be all that
God wants them to be.
And I think in doing it
that way, they will give
glory to God.”
Daniela realizes, “It
is God who transforms
lives. We don’t have
power over that. We
have seen it over and
over again. Sometimes we struggle when
we go and have a Bible study, and we try to convince them
of something, and the person doesn’t buy into it as much as
we want them to, [even though] we show that it’s in the Bible. We cannot do anything. But what we do is we go home
and pray, and we say, ‘Please, Holy Spirit, impress that upon
them. It’s Your truth, and You’re the One who can reveal
Yourself in their lives.’
“Sometimes it takes years, and sometimes, like in the case
of [one] couple, sometimes it’s the next day, and they call
us and they’re excited because they get convinced. So it’s
God who does all the transformation. We don’t have that
power.”
God has placed Daniela and Fernando in southern Indiana to serve the Bloomington and Bedford congregations.
They live in a university town where Daniela is continuing
her education, and they feel that God is prompting them
to have a strong presence on campus like Daniela had at
the university in Romania. They are now leading a group
of young people in that ministry. Fernando is encouraging
them with his studies in Galatians on walking in the Spirit,
with the attitude that Daniela has embraced as her life motto: “I no longer live, but it is Christ who lives in me.”
Gary Burns is the Lake Union Conference communication director.
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Serving the Ypsilanti Church in the Lake Region Conference

Prayer Sustained Them
Cl a u d e

A

a n d

K a t h r y n

Sh a w

b y G a r y Bu r n s

s a young boy, Claude was inspired by his pastors. So much so that he even entertained the idea of becoming a pastor himself. But as it came time to choose his course of study, Claude considered the lives of these
men of God and felt he wasn’t good enough. The bar was too high. Still having a desire to help the hurting

people in the world, he chose psychology instead.
Claude completed two years at a junior college and then
transferred to Oakwood College. As he completed his application and declared his major in psychology, he couldn’t
silence the calling to be a pastor. So Claude put God to the
test. “All right, Lord, I’ll enroll with a double major in psychology and theology. If I can graduate with both in two
years, then I’ll become a pastor.” The test seemed simple
enough, and safely impossible.
Claude’s experience is not unlike many pastors whose
call to ministry is not the calling of choice. It was the call
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of the Lord that made him change his career path.
Claude made his way to the dormitory to discover that
his seven suite mates were all theology majors. This won’t do,
he thought. So he politely requested another room assignment. To his surprise, his new suite mates were all theology
majors as well. God was answering his challenge. Before
long, Claude found himself at the Seminary, completing his
ministerial training.
Kathryn was sitting at a table when she noticed Claude
enter the cafeteria. A rather adventurous person, she had
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chosen a teaching position in a community
where she was the only
Africa n-Ame rica n
teacher in the entire
town of New Lothrup,
Michigan. After two
years, she decided to
go back to Andrews
University to earn
her masters in guidance and counseling.
A graduate student,
not yet attached, she
noticed that Claude could be a delightful option
for a life partner. Then she learned Claude was studying at
the Seminary. A friendship and then a romance developed,
and the teacher and pastor married.
Kathryn had no plans of being a pastor’s wife. In fact,
at the beginning of their marriage, she fought with the
idea. She struggled with becoming a pastor’s wife until she
learned that God wanted her to be herself, and that He
wanted to develop a relationship with her where she could
be herself in ministry.
Now, as she reflects, she sees how God has led in their
lives by bringing them together for a shared ministry. As she
has met different challenges, Kathryn has sensed the Holy
Spirit leading her each step of the way. As a history teacher,
Kathryn has been called upon to teach Bible—a responsibility that is almost overwhelming when she recognizes that
children’s salvation is at stake.
Claude began to experience the fulfillment of his calling—
combining his desire to help hurting people with his gift of
teaching. “Every human being has a desire to know if God is
real. In the pastorate and preaching,” Claude reflects, “there
is a constant interaction with God. You know that you do
not have the wisdom to affect anybody’s life. When you realize that the Lord actually gives you words that prove to be
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positive in people’s
lives, it is an affirming thing. You can
feel the interaction
between you and the
Holy Spirit. When
you interact with
God, you know He is
real.”
Amidst the long
hours of a shared
ministry, with its challenges and uncertainties, the joy of their
lives was born—little
Marquita. With all the wisdom that a teacher-mom and
psychologist/pastor-dad could bring to bear, Marquita grew
to be a delightful, intelligent, and outspoken child. She
loved the Lord and interacted well with adults. Marquita
was a joy to the whole community.
Just when all seemed well, Marquita developed a brain
tumor.
“It intensified my spiritual life,” Kathryn testifies. “God
was there for me during that time of struggling, not understanding all the time why this had to happen—because
we prayed. We had people all over the country praying for
her. She had been through six surgeries successfully, and we
just felt that God had His hand over her and that He was
guiding her, that He was directing her. But due to a mishap
in the hospital with her seventh surgery, she had complications, and then two months later she passed.”
“When our daughter was passing,” Claude relives the ordeal, “the Lord reminded me that she was my only daughter, but Christ was His only son. There was really an intense experience that went along with that. I had gotten to
the place that I thought I had suffered more in losing my
daughter than God did, because He only had to offer Jesus once on the cross, and she went through eight surgeries
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and each time you go into surgery, that’s life or death—you
don’t know if you are going to come out.
“I was sitting there feeling really sorry for myself, and the
Lord said, ‘You are going through this because this is My
will, and there is a reason. But tell me this, which of these
would you give your daughter for?’ When He said ‘which of
these,’ it began to run through my mind like a rolodex on
steroids—all the people that I knew. After each one I was
saying, ‘I wouldn’t
give her for her, I
wouldn’t give her
for him.’ I guess, in
that moment, I was
shown the difference
between me and God,
and between us and
God. Because when it
came down to it, I really didn’t think anybody
was worth the life of
my daughter. But Jesus
thought all of us were
worthy of His life.”
“I guess, for me,” Claude adds, “it has sensitized me to
the pain of others. It’s been a test in whether or not you
can trust God through the hard times. I have to tell you
I haven’t always passed. There have been some struggles
with one step forward and two steps back. I guess pastors,
like a lot of Christians, sometimes think that we are favored territory. We serve the Lord, so nothing really bad
like that is going to happen to us. And when it does, it
takes you back. You have to trust God through the hard
times. There’s a song that I like that says, ‘Sometimes He
calms the storm, and other times He calms His child.’ It
means that He doesn’t always take away the trials that you
have to go through. You just have to trust that somehow
all things really work together for good. One thing that it
has done is, it has intensified my longing for Heaven.”
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That was twelve years ago, and Marquita would have been
24 years old on the 25th of September.
After Kathryn’s loss, her friends noticed something
unusual about her prayers, giving evidence that God had
been in her life in a remarkable way. Her advice to them
is, “Be willing to say, ‘Lord, no matter what happens, I’m
willing to trust you.’ It’s a decision. Each day requires a
decision from us.”
“It’s really true,” Claude
adds, “when the Lord
says, ‘your ears will hear a
voice behind you, saying,
“This is the way; walk ye
in it,” ’ learn to hear and
respond to that voice.
“We need to sensitize
ourselves to the voice
of God. The greatest
quest of any created
being is that we might
know God. Some people think that you can
live life without God. After what we’ve been through with
some of our trials, I don’t know how we would have made
it without the Lord, without the faith and the strength
that He gives with His presence.”
In the classroom, Kathryn freely shares her experience
with her students, telling them that no matter what the
pain, God is there to help them through, assuring them that
if they are willing to trust God, He can help them.
“I know the Lord has been leading in both of our lives,
because I see His hands,” Kathryn pauses to remember.
“When I was 16 years old, I got hit by a train, and I lived to
survive it. And God has placed me here to share the story
with you.”
Gary Burns is the Lake Union Conference communication director.
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Serving Grand Blanc, Otter Lake, and South Flint congregations in the Michigan Conference

Prayer United Them

I

M e l v i n

a n d

J ul i e t

S a n t o s

b y G a r y Bu r n s
t had been four long years since graduation, and Melvin Santos was very discouraged. As a young boy, he
had always dreamed of being a physician. But during his sophomore year in high school, Melvin felt God
calling him to pastoral ministry. He helped his parents and another family organize the Glendale Filipino

Seventh-day Adventist Church.
As the oldest youth in the new church, Melvin became
the youth leader, the Pathfinder leader, and Vacation Bible
School director. He gained much valuable experience, and
ministry seemed to be a good fit. When Melvin entered Pacific Union College (PUC), he was still undecided between
being a physician and a pastor, so he declared a double major. By his junior year, Melvin felt God was really calling him
to pastoral ministry, so he shifted his emphasis to theology.
Melvin participated in the interviews at the end of his
senior year, along with all the other theology majors, and
was convinced that he would be given a position at one of
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the churches. He had been very active in ministry during
college, and had worked with a number of people from the
conference. Melvin thought God had everything all set. But
the call never came.
Questions welled up within him, “God, why am I without a call? Where are you taking me?”
The answer came: “Mel, are you willing to trust Me in
this ministry?”
Trusting meant waiting, and although Melvin waited,
he did not remain inactive. Ministry was in his heart. He
organized Youth Ministers International (YMI), a min-
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istry of several youth
pastors and lay youth
leaders that provided
programs for ministry.
Not long after graduation, Melvin was asked to
return to campus to present a Bible study seminar.
Accepting that invitation
gave his life a whole new
dimension.
While celebrating her
18th birthday with some
friends, Juliet slipped away
from the festivities to do
some personal reflection with God. Already a nursing student at PUC, and recognizing her 18th birthday to be a
major milestone, Juliet thought, You know, Lord, I’m getting really old. I’d better start planning out what it is I want in life. So she
wrote a letter to God. In the letter, she listed 27 qualities that she was looking for in a husband—being kind to
his mother, treating others well, being kind-hearted, and
funny, etc. Being a pastor was not on the list! After planning out her life, she put the letter in her bible where it
remained unopened.
Juliet involved herself with spiritual things, so when she
heard about the Bible study seminar, she made plans to attend. During an “after glow” service following the Friday
night meeting, there was an invitation to find a prayer partner. As Juliet looked around for a partner, it seemed that
all her friends were already paired up. Then she noticed
the speaker, Melvin, coming her direction. Feeling nervous
and a little intimidated, she had no choice but to accept the
speaker’s offer to be her prayer partner.
Melvin returned to Glendale and his self-initiated ministry with YMI, wondering, Why am I still not getting a call? God,
did I make a mistake? Am I not supposed to be a pastor? Should I have
gone to medical school instead?
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During this, “wilderness
experience,” a neighbor
from down the street approached Melvin in his
driveway. “Mel, I want to
give you some advice. If you
can get out of the ministry,
get out of the ministry.”
Melvin was shocked. He
had highly respected this
man as a mentor and had
valued his counsel. Was
he now speaking a word from
the Lord to give up his dream?
The friend continued, “But, if God has
truly called you, no matter how long it will take, just trust
God, and He will open up a way for you to be in the ministry.”
Then he added, “If none of the conference presidents call
you, give me a call. I’ll help you out.” With a smile of encouragement, H.M.S. Richards Jr. continued on his way.
With that affirmation, Melvin knew that he would just
have to trust God to work things out in His own time.
God’s timing was perfect.
As a second-year nursing student, Juliet would need
to continue her practical training in Glendale—Melvin’s
hometown. When he learned of Juliet’s plans, Melvin was
eager to take up the responsibility of being her welcoming committee, introducing her to the church community.
Soon, Juliet began to participate in a number of ministry
activities with Melvin, and they became the best of friends.
That friendship developed into a romance and, at the age
of 19, Juliet received her proposal from Melvin. Thinking
she was a little too young for marriage, Juliet suggested they
wait two more years until she was 21. They got married after her birthday and moved to Andrews at the end of the
summer, where Melvin entered the Seminary.
After two years, the honeymoon was over, and their marriage was on a bit of a rocky road. Juliet began to entertain
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doubts and she wondered, Did I do something wrong here God?
Did I marry the wrong person? Then she remembered the unopened letter tucked in her Bible. She sat down and made
another list of all the good qualities she saw in Melvin. To
her surprise, she came up with 43. Then she opened the
letter. Melvin not only met all 27 of the virtues that Juliet
considered to be “must haves” in a husband, he exceeded
them by 16. God had answered her desperate prayer nearly
five years before. That’s all she needed to determine to
stay committed to their
marriage and do whatever it takes.
It took a lot.
After Seminary, they
had three churches and
three children. Melvin
worked many more hours
than is expected, yet, without results.
Juliet shared her perspective: “We figured out
the hard way that you can
do any ministry for God.
If you are doing it for God,
but you didn’t ask God if He
wants you to do that, then it just becomes a task. It becomes something that wears you out. ... Until we actually
learned to pray, and to seek God, and figure out what He
wants us to do, we were really not being effective at all.
I think the key to our ministry is learning how to pray.
When we learned how to pray, we saw God’s miracles unfold before our very eyes. We truly felt like we were sitting, like we had front seats to the parting of the Red Sea.
It was amazing to see God’s hand at work. We didn’t have
to work as hard as we used to, but where we did our hardest work was on our knees.”
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A friend of Juliet’s handed her a book one day. It was on
The Prayer of Jabez. She finished the book and said, “Okay,
God. I’m going to pray that prayer.” And as soon as she did,
things started to happen in her life. At first, there was just
an unsettling—an impression that God intended something more. A year later, the prayer resulted in her establishing a retail-based clinic to provide affordable and accessible health care, combined with teaching the basic health
principles that Seventh-day
Adventists have to share.
During this time, Juliet began to wake up in the middle
of the night and pray for two
or three hours before God.
“Now I believe in prayer,”
Melvin confesses. “I believe
in praying effectively, but
I told God, ‘God, I need
my sleep. I can’t get up
early in the morning like
Juliet’s doing. I’ll pray
during the daytime when
I’m awake.’”
Melvin realized that he had
been watching Juliet pray—seeing the Lord work through
her in a miraculous way—while he was trying to preach that
God was trying to prepare a people to be like His Son, yet
he was forgetting that Jesus also woke up early in the morning to pray. That realization stirred his life. Melvin said Juliet was basically the one who has inspired him to say, “You
know Mel, you need to do the same thing—to get up early
in the morning and pray.”
God knew, that Friday night when they reached out their
hands to each other in prayer, that prayer would unite them
for ministry—would unite them for life.
Gary Burns is the Lake Union Conference communication director.
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Serving the Madison and Oakland Churches in the Wisconsin Conference

Prayer Changed Them

H

B i ll

a n d

Gl a d y s

O c h s

by Conna Bond

ow does a tough young steelworker you wouldn’t expect to see in a church hear the Lord calling him
to ministry? Just like Jonah!
Bill Ochs grew up as a Christian of another faith on the east side of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Long

before he desired to know God, he desired to know a girl from the south side, where his family eventually moved. She was
his friend Ralph’s sister, Gladys. Bill admits he used Ralph to get to Gladys. She had a good personality. Bill was shy, but
she got him to talk, and he liked that. (Gladys says Bill was the best “stray” her brother ever brought home.)
They married and had children, and by their early 20s
were looking for a church “for our kids.” As they visited
different congregations, Bill developed a deep hunger to
know God. About that time, he read a Stephen King novel
(he doesn’t remember which), and the story line involved
the Israelites. That got him interested in reading the Bible,
since he loves history. Bill was excited about what he read
and tried to share it with Gladys. She wasn’t interested.
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But then a female literature evangelist called the house in
response to a card Gladys had sent in for children’s books.
The funny thing was, every time the literature evangelist
called, Bill had just been laid off from work, and money
was tight. Gladys kept telling the woman to call another
time—and she did. Finally, Gladys asked, “Why are you doing this anyway—for the money?”
She replied sincerely, “No. I’m doing it because I love Jesus.”
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Gladys knew Bill was interested in the Bible, so when the
woman invited them to a Bible
study Gladys said, “Yes.” She did
it “for Bill.”
They arrived at the Bible study,
and were greeted by someone in the parking lot who really
connected with them and introduced them to the friendly
group inside. They all just studied the Bible together—no
pastor was involved. Bill and Gladys had a great time.
They returned, week after week, and grew close to that
loving little group in Franklin, Wisconsin. Bill still looked a
little rough on the outside, but his new friends just saw him
as a person, and that really inspired him. He returned from
the gathering each Friday night and studied and prayed more
about what he had learned. He sensed God’s presence and, for
the first time, realized God loved him just the way he was.
Bill told the group he would like to quit smoking, and
would try if they would pray for him. So each Friday night
they prayed together that Bill would quit. From then on, as
soon as Bill arrived at the study, they asked, “Did you quit?”
“No, not yet.”
“That’s fine!” they replied. “We’ll keep praying.”
He finally got down to five cigarettes a day, and they
praised the Lord. But he felt bad because they kept asking,
and he still hadn’t quit.
One night he told them he had quit when he really hadn’t.
He went home feeling so terrible for lying that he stayed on
his knees until well after midnight, crying and praying for
forgiveness. He had really wanted to quit, but now he wanted to even more after seeing that it made him lie. He woke
up Gladys and asked her to forgive him. And that’s when it
happened—his desire to smoke went away, just like that!
Bill went back to the group the next Friday night and
confessed his lie, sharing that he had really quit this time.
They rejoiced over his victory, and their love for him was so
real. That was the point when Bill believes he really came to
know Jesus.
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Gladys was still watching
from the sidelines to some extent. She’d grown up in a religious home, but was disillusioned with her church. She
didn’t want anything to do with the Bible
and didn’t think there really was a God. But when she saw
the big changes in Bill’s life, she started looking at the Bible
a little differently. When Bill was at work, she picked up the
Bible and read, wondering, What is he reading in this book to make
him change?
When the pastor showed up one day at their home to talk
to Bill about baptism, he asked, “Gladys, would you like to
be baptized, too?”
“Maybe in a couple of years,” she answered.
Bill and Gladys were baptized together—two weeks later—
in the Milwaukee Central Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Right away, Bill started sharing his faith with anyone who
would listen, beginning with his own family. Though shy,
Bill got excited whenever he talked about the Bible.
At one point, Bill was invited to be a literature evangelist. He found that he enjoyed talking with people and giving Bible studies. In fact, someone had to remind him he
was supposed to be selling books. But he was better at giving
Bible studies than selling books.
After a couple of years, Bill transitioned into prison ministry at the House of Correction in Franklin. He started
out working with someone else, but one week the other guy
didn’t show up. Bill prayed for courage to go into the prison
alone, but he couldn’t. He was too scared.
The next week the other guy again didn’t show up. Bill
went in alone, and discovered he didn’t need someone with
him to give Bible studies and tell the story of what God had
done in his life. “I saw miracles in prison,” he says, “that
could only be explained by God.”
In the summer of 1986, Bill invited a visiting pastor to the
prison to see the work he was doing. The pastor asked, “Did
you ever consider going into the ministry?”
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As sure as sunrise, Bill knew it
was the voice of God speaking to
him. There was only one problem:
he was a high school dropout. He
had passed the GED, but never
considered going to college. And
he had never heard of Andrews University. Bill had
three children and not much money.
Bill started talking with people about this new idea, seeking guidance. One day he shared his feelings with Bill Wilson, a ministerial director.
“Willie, do you want to get swallowed by a whale?” Bill
Wilson asked.
“Uh, no,” Bill replied.
“Then I think you ought to go to school.”
Pretty soon Bill enrolled at the University of Wisconsin
in Milwaukee, and eventually he became an undergraduate
student at Andrews.
Meanwhile, Gladys was along for an uncomfortable ride.
“I married a steelworker,” she shares. “I was comfortable
with that. This whole road he was traveling was uncomfortable for me. I got used to the idea that God was loving and
accepting, and I was okay with that—but not with being a
pastor’s wife. I was a little mad at God.”
But Gladys decided if God could change Bill like that,
then He wouldn’t abandon her in Berrien Springs, Michigan. So she and the kids accompanied Bill to Andrews. “He
didn’t have to drag me,” she says. “I was willing to go.”
The day they left for Andrews, Bill received a letter from
his dad, a Christian who had never approved of Bill becoming an Adventist. In the letter, Bill’s dad disowned him. It
was discouraging, but it didn’t outweigh all the evidence that
God was leading.
By the end of Bill’s term in the Seminary, his dad was
helping him financially through school. He’d started to become supportive when Bill and Gladys sent him a tape of
some music they liked. “If this is the music you’re listening
to, “said his dad,” then you must love Jesus.”
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Life came full circle in 1992
when Bill graduated from the
Seminary and received a call to
Milwaukee Central—the very
church where he and Gladys had
been baptized almost ten years
earlier. Not long after, he stood
before the congregation and announced, “I’m ten years
old today. It’s my birthday. I was baptized in this church exactly ten years ago.”
Today, Bill’s ministry continues to be driven by his love for
people. “One thing that keeps me energized,” he reveals, “is
that I love to talk with people. I love getting to know them.
I like dealing with different kinds of people.”
Gladys is the perfect teammate for Bill. “The thing about
Gladys,” says Bill, “is that she can reach people who are
sometimes forgotten. She’s not the typical pastor’s wife. A
regular person can approach her.”
“A lot of people in church are hurting,” Gladys says.
“They’re down or someone has offended them. They really
need that kind touch or word.”
When asked whether God has called her as well as Bill,
she responds without hesitation, “I know it! If I sit back now
and look at things in the past, I can see how I was pruned
for this job. I have a deal with God that I’ll go anywhere He
wants me to go and do what He wants me to do.”
Gladys leads a small-group Bible study for women. Some
have fallen away from the church; some are new. Friendships
grow, as does the group. It all started when she began praying with one woman about something, then invited another
to join, and so on. They’re her “girls” and she’s the “mom” of
the group, even though she’s younger than most of them.
Together, Bill and Gladys Ochs daily respond to the calling God has placed on their lives. They haven’t seen any
whales, and they aren’t looking back.
Conna Bond is a freelance writer and columnist for Renewed & Ready
magazine.
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Partners in Mission:

Paul and Martha Mawela
b y D i a n e Thu r b e r

S

tepping off a bus in Dwarsloop, in the province of Mpumalanga, South Africa, I
walked down a dusty road and past a rusted sign that directed me to Nhlengelo
Home Based Care. In the yard beside the road were scantily clad children playing

and hens clucking. It was surreal to be in Africa, a country I dreamed of visiting from the
very first time I sang “A Boat Goes Sailing to the Mission Land” in Sabbath school and heard
stories of the brave missionaries in a land far away.
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Diane Thurber

Matthew Hamel

The road opened to a
Ingathering or Harvest Incourtyard. It was there
gathering).1
the smiling faces of apIt was as Paul participroximately 50 uniformed
pated in funeral services,
women—the caregivers—
where he buried “too many
greeted me. In the center
young people,” he recalls,
of the group were two of
that he first became conthe most remarkable peovicted something should be
ple I have ever met—Paul
done to help the orphaned
and Martha Mawela—
children left alone. By the
with smiles as wide as their
end of 2005, Africa was
hearts, I would later learn.
home to an estimated 12
At a special dedication service, the Nhlengelo caregivers were presented with
In fact, there wouldn’t be certificates of appreciation, a Hope for Humanity scarf, flowers, and money to
million children under the
a Nhlengelo Home Based purchase a new pair of shoes.
age of 18 who lost at least
Care community center without the Mawelas—Paul, for- one parent to AIDS (www.avert.org). One organization
mer president of South Africa’s Trans-Orange Conference, estimates there will be 18 million AIDS orphans in South
and Martha, his life-long partner in ministry. Their love of Africa alone by the year 2010 (www.amref.org).
Jesus and their compassion for the Tsongan people comSo under the leadership of Paul and Martha, and with the
pelled them to continue a life of service after retirement.
support of the other local church leaders, a program was esPaul desired to build a Seventh-day Adventist Church for tablished to train caregivers to bring hope and help to those
his people so they could learn more about the saving love of suffering with HIV, AIDS, and other illnesses, and to disJesus. His attempts to do so were met with great resistance. cover the vulnerable children left alone when parents die.
Villagers were wary of another church in their community. The individuals they accept in the program are volunteers
Some even proclaimed he was a Satanist instead of a Chris- from each of the churches in the Dwarsloop community.
tian. While many would be discouraged and give up, Paul They become caregivers who walk door to door in their vilpetitioned the Lord to open a door.
lages to find those who need care.
He called together community leaders and pastors to
The prevalence of misinformation about HIV and AIDS
pray for those they served. The relationships Paul forged in South Africa has created prejudice toward people living
with these leaders were the springboard for Nhlengelo with the diseases. These caregivers model the love taught to
Home Based Care—a collaborative humanitarian project them by the Mawelas—a love born in their hearts through
to minister to those in their community impacted by HIV a relationship with Jesus—as they feed the sick, bathe the
and AIDS. Nhlengelo means
dirty, clean houses, carry water,
“Standing together against
and give of their own meager
the enemy.” These commumeans to comfort the afflicted.
nity leaders are now commitIn homes and communities
ted to stand together against
where HIV and AIDS victims
HIV and AIDS and other isare shunned, the caregivers
sues that confront their comshine a light all the way from
munity, in a country where
Heaven into the hearts of
life expectancy is 42.45 years,
those they touch for Jesus.
unemployment 25.5 percent,
The orphans, left abanand 50 percent of the popudoned to deal with the grief of
lation lives below the poverty
losing parents, find themselves
line (www.consultancyafrica.
in an economic crisis as they
com). It is a unique multiare forced to care for themchurch social project that
selves and, often, younger
After enjoying games with one of their new American friends, Ramon
receives major funding from Ulangca (Fort Wayne, Indiana, Church pastor), these orphans sang for the siblings. Many child-headed
Hope for Humanity (formerly Hope for Humanity ambassadors.
households are located in
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Diane Thurber

Diane Thurber

Martha Mawela said, “Pile it on. These children are very
hungry.” The orphans patiently waited to receive the
food provided at Nhlengelo.

Throughout the Nhlengelo courtyard, the orphans relaxed as they enjoyed the food provided for them. For most
orphans they served, this was the only meal they would eat all day.

Diane Thurber

Matthew Hamel

Matthew Hamel

close proximity to extended families; however, there are said, “Pile it on. These children are very hungry.” Other stasimply not enough resources to support additional fam- ple items provided include corn meal, beans, vegetables, and
ily members. So the children live
cooking oil. When funds are availin homes—with no running water,
able, the orphans also receive charno public transportation, and no
coal, soap, clothing, blankets, and
electricity—that they used to share
school uniforms. Without school
with their parents. Sometimes their
uniforms, the orphans can’t enroll in
parents’ graves are in their backyard.
school. Additional support includes
The orphans are forced to survive as
help with homework and daily guidbest they can in an adult world they
ance as the orphans manage a new
don’t understand.
reality of life without parents.
The Mawelas have opened their
Because of their unwavering love
arms to the orphans. Through
and compassion, the Mawelas are
Nhlengelo Home Based Care, apnow affectionately known as “Papa”
proximately 1,000 children receive It brought much joy for Paul Mawela to baptize his brother and “Mama.” Many orphans have
one hot meal daily. This is the only who he had prayed for most of his life. While helping Paul “adopted” them as their new parents.
build the church, his brother learned more about Paul’s
daily meal for most. When I helped commitment to Christ, his dedication to his community,
Rich Bauer, a teacher at Otter Creek
serve the orphans a meal, Martha and God’s plan of salvation.
Christian Academy in Wisconsin,

Untouched by family and friends, the gentle caress of caregivers as they wash
the feet of those suffering with AIDS and other diseases brings the loving
touch of Jesus to so many in their community.
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Martha Mawela lined the children up before they were served lunch, and
asked them to sing for the Hope for Humanity ambassadors. The children were
so patient, polite, and cooperated with her request.
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Matthew Hamel

Matthew Hamel
Diane Thurber

witnessed the Mawelas’ compassion. He said, “As I watched
[Mama] interact with them, I
could see that she had a real interest in them. It reminds me of
the great interest Christ has for
each one of us.”
Ramon Ulganca, Fort Wayne (Indiana) Church pastor,
said, “Paul and Martha Mawela are contemporary examples
of Abraham and Sara. In leaving the comfort and safety of
their congregation at the prompting of God to confront
AIDS where no Adventist Christian had ever gone before, they are faith warriors in the truest sense
of the word. Their vision
that the children of God
need to ‘stand together
against an enemy’ and
their desire to partner
with Christ and other
Christian churches to
make a difference in the
world for the kingdom of
God is an inspiration to
us all. Through them and
others like them, God is
healing our land.”
Because of the MaweNever shy in front of the camera, these
las’ desire to be used by
orphans enjoyed the sweetness of their
bananas together. Others tucked them in their God, land for a church

The Nhlengelo caregivers visited this woman with AIDS. She was excited
because now that she is 60 years old she qualifies for government
assistance. Many do not live long enough to receive benefits.

was granted. Hope for Humanity
partially funded a small church
dedicated in August 2006, but it
is now filled to overflowing each
Sabbath. Seventh-day Adventists are no longer considered Satanists; they are called saviors.
South Africa is a beautiful
country filled with incredible
people, but many desperately
need hope. Please become
“Partners in Mission” and give
generously to Hope for Humanity this year. Your taxfree donations will benefit the
Mawela’s ministry at Nhlengelo Home Based Care and other
projects like theirs all over the
globe. For more information,
contact Maitland DiPinto, Keeping their homes and yards tidy is
important to the residents of Dwarsloop.
Hope for Humanity director, at Here, a Nhlengelo caregiver is sweeping the
Maitland.DiPinto@nad.adven- yard of a person with AIDS who is no longer
able to do it for herself.
tist.org or call 301-680-6439.

Matthew Hamel

Martha Mawela (front center) spoke gently and softly in the Tsongan language to an elderly woman
with AIDS who warmed herself in the sunshine outside her home as Nhlengelo caregivers and Hope
for Humanity ambassadors observed.

Diane Thurber is the Lake Union Conference assistant communication
director.
1. Hope for Humanity is the oldest Seventh-day Adventist humanitarian
ministry. It assisted Nhlengelo Home Based Care by providing fencing to
keep out thieves and wild animals from their gardens. It has also provided
a bore hole (well), lapa (thatch-covered meeting room), and other necessary
essentials.

pockets for their evening meal.

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

Lake Union Herald

• Oc t o b e r 2 0 0 7

|

33

Department in June
and now the launch of
iConnect,” said Brinsley
Lewis, CEO of AGH.
“Our army is a very
small one, but we’re very
mighty,” he said.
Adventist GlenOaks Hospital
On Saturday evening,
(AGH) became the first hospital withJuly 21, the night before
in Adventist Midwest Health (AMH)
the official go-live, AGH
and the 23rd hospital in the Adventist
hosted a special dinHealth System (AHS) to launch a new
ner and campfire. Staff,
electronic medical record system.
super-users and trainers,
The project, called iConnect, was
plus the many Informalaunched in July after more than a year
tion Services members
of preparations and training. By the
who contributed to the
end of 2007, all AMH hospitals will
conversion were honimplement the new technology.
ored. A candle lighting
With iConnect, treatment plans
ceremony and a prayer
continue without interruption for
and special message were
seamless patient care. Any tests,
offered by Walter L.
reports, or lab work are immediately
Wright, chairman, AHS
updated in the patient’s record, and
Brinsley Lewis, Adventist GlenOaks Hospital CEO, his wife Betty,
Board of Directors.
and Jackie and Walter L. Wright, chairman, AHS Board of Directors,
caregivers can view the information siWright spoke of his
participated in a special candle lighting ceremony.
multaneously. Plus, it eliminates issues
favorite Bible verse,
with illegibility.
John 16:33, and
applied it to iConnect, much to the
enjoyment of his
audience. He said,
“These things I
have spoken unto
you, that you may
have peace. In
the world of IS,
there has been
Bruce Caldwell, Jay Rienton, Paul Guagliardo, and Mel Goings
were part of the Information Services team that assisted with tribulation: but be
of good cheer, I
the project.
The special evening event featured a campfire, complete with s’mores and
have overcome the sparklers.
When a patient arrives to register,
iConnect.”
all information is collected one time
“Sometimes progress can be chalOn go-live day, an overhead anonly, and the electronic medical record
lenging,” Wright continued. “When we
nouncement was made, saying iConbuilds from there.
stay in contact with a loving God, we
nect was now live. “Everyone logged
“We should embrace the changes
have the assurance He will help us over
on, and now we’re really living this
the new system brings,” said Todd Anthe rough spots.”
dream,” said Mary Murphy, chief nursderson, chief financial officer at AGH.
ing officer at AGH. “I’m blessed to be
“It is my hope that we look back two to
a part of this project that will forever
three years from now and wonder how
change the way we deliver care.”
we ever functioned.”
“This has been a monumental year
Julie L. Busch, public relations specialist,
Adventist Midwest Hospital
for Adventist GlenOaks Hospital, with
the opening of the new Emergency

Living the Dream:
Adventist GlenOaks
Hospital Goes Live
with iConnect Project
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Andrews Receives
Second National
Science Foundation
Grant
Andrews University has been
awarded a second National Science
Foundation (NSF) grant totaling
$54,112 to study the factors that contribute to the unusual success of the
Biology Department’s undergraduate
students.
Students in the department were
doing unexpectedly well, with freshmen graduation rates of more than 70
percent, rankings in the 90th percentile on Major Field Tests, and medical school acceptance rates of around
85%—more than twice the national
average.
In 2003, biology professors John
Stout and Gordon Atkins applied for a
$490,600 NSF STEP Grant to figure
out what was causing the students’ unexpected success. After an evaluation
of their study, however, the NSF urged
for a different approach. “NSF said we
were doing mechanical things, but that
we needed to know what people who
have gone through the program think
is working,” Stout explained.
With the guidance of Elaine
Seymour, an expert in science education assessment, and the School of
Education’s Larry Burton, professor of
teacher education, a whole new assessment plan was developed that would
evaluate biology graduates as well as
current students. Burton will serve as

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

the principal investigator on
this portion of the project.
Once the factors of the
program’s success have been
determined, NSF plans to
share the biology program’s
model with other universities
around the country. “NSF
considers our current biology
program as one of the best
models of transformational
science education in the
country,” Stout said.
The evaluation process is already
underway, and the project has a final
completion goal of 2009.
Robert Moncrieff, student news writer,
University Relations

New School Year
Ignites with
All Fired Up!

On Wednesday evening, after
a day-long crash course in college
protocol and testing, students met for
the first time with their family groups.
“Family groups are the launching pad
to establishing a good support system
of friends,” said Yeagley. “Our job is to
help them feel like they have a home
here.”
Family groups are led by returning
Andrews students, many of them sophomores, who can give fresh, relevant
advice to first-year students. “A large
part of my decision in becoming a family group leader was the influence that
my family group leaders had in making
me feel part of a family my freshman
year,” said Sarah Sweeney, a sophomore
English major.
All good things must come to an
end, however, including All Fired Up!
And the sad thing is that although you
might be a senior for many years, you
can only be a first-year student once.
But there is always a chance to relive
All Fired Up! as a family group leader.
Sweeney says, “I enjoyed it so much
that I just had to come back and pay it
forward.”

It’s not every week at Andrews
University that students get to enjoy
Beach Olympics at Warren Dunes,
breakfast with their advisors, and a
Wednesday night pizza feed. On August 19–26, however, incoming freshRobert Moncrieff, student news writer,
men and transfer students experienced
University Relations
all this and more at the All Fired Up!
orientation week.
After getting
situated in the dorms,
students gathered
in front of Nethery
Hall for the “Get
Acquainted Corn
Roast,” which gave
them a chance to socialize and make new
friends. “The most
important aspect of
All Fired Up! by far
is the relationships
that are established,”
said Steve Yeagley,
assistant to the vice
president for Student Monique Pittman (left), newly-appointed director of the Honors Program and
Services and orienta- assistant professor of English, assists two new freshmen as they began the
registration process.
tion organizer.
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[ l o ca l ch u rch news ]

Faithful Giving
Enlarges the Family
of God in India
Indiana—During the Christmas and
New Year’s holidays last year, a group
of 35 Adventists from Indiana were
separated from their local families so the
family of God could grow.
The Hope for India mission team was
comprised of men, women, and children
from the Cicero Seventh-day Adventist
Church, nine Indiana Academy students, and some members of other Adventist churches. The team’s mission was
to share the good news of Jesus on the
other side of the planet in the Andhra
Pradesh region of India.
The team preached in eight
outlying villages. The Lord
blessed the trip, and many
lives were changed.
In each of the eight
sites, five new Adventist church groups
now worship together on Sabbath.
However, these 40 groups awaited a
house of worship. In the Indian culture,
if your god is unable to provide a place of
worship, the people believe that he must
not be very powerful. A church becomes
symbolic of a god’s strength.
On Sabbath, June 2, the Cicero
Church members celebrated the
completion of fund-raising to erect
churches for the 40 church groups raised
up during the Hope for India trip. Aaron

The contributions of Cicero (Indiana) Church
members and the gifts of a few others will be used
to erect 40 houses of worship in India like this one.
These churches will be built in the villages where the
Hope for India team preached.

Clark, pastor in training at Cicero, spoke
of the unity that service in Jesus brings,
and asked the congregation to join hands
as he prayed for the new churches. The
church family sang together the theme
song for the Hope for India participants,
“Hark! the Voice of Jesus Calling,” and
then the joyful reminder of Jesus’ return
in the song, “When He Cometh.” Clark’s
sermon on Christian stewardship tied
in with the celebration, reminding those
present that the currency of Heaven is
the precious individuals we lead to Jesus!
For a year and a half, Cicero Church
senior pastor, Ron Kelly, encouraged his
members to give sacrificially to the Hope
for India initiatives. Ingrid Jacobs prepared
goal devices, and as money was donated
the sanctuary was filled with hundreds
of cards with an outline of India, each
one representing $15 donated to lead
one individual for Jesus. The cards were
glued like wallpaper on the goal devices
surrounding the sanctuary so
church members could see the
fund-raising progress.
As more money for the new
church buildings arrived, brown
paper churches were added to
the goal devices. Members were
reminded weekly of the needs
of their fellow brothers and
sisters in Jesus in India. The
final church was placed on the
last fund-raising goal device
on June 2, and church memThe Hope for India mission team visited the Taj Mahal before
leaving India. They, and members of the Cicero (Indiana) Church bers reflected on what God did
who weren’t able to travel to India, enlarged the Family of God
through their faithful giving.

In addition to the $57,495 raised for
the team’s air travel to India and funds
collected for their other personal trip expenses, a total of $20,000 was raised to
purchase land for 40 churches. One hundred-twenty-thousand dollars was raised
to erect the 40 churches at $3,000 per
church. The church funds were primarily from Cicero Church members, but
donations for three churches came from
members of other Adventist churches.
One family donated money for a church
in honor of their deceased son.
Church members also contributed
$40,000 to help defray expenses for
each of the 40 evangelistic series they
conducted. Another $10,000 was
donated for 5,000 Bibles in the Telugu
language, which were given to the
newly-baptized Adventists in India by
Hope for India team members. In addition,
the church members raised $36,000 to
pay for a Bible worker for each of the 40
churches for the next three years. The
Bible workers will become the pastors of
those churches at a later date.
While in India, team members discovered additional needs among those
they served and generously gave of their
own funds. For example, the team members donated money for 300 cataract
surgeries, and left $1,000 for computers
and a new water system for a new Adventist school they visited. On the last
Saturday night of their trip, just hours
before the group departed on the train,
they presented a treadle sewing machine
to a 16-year-old girl who dreamed of
becoming a seamstress so she could be
self-sufficient in a land where poverty is
the norm. This young woman was considered too old to go away to school.
We are reminded in Scripture,
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us
run with perseverance the race marked
out for us” (Hebrews 12:1). And may
God find us faithful.
Collene Kelly, newsletter editor, Cicero Church,
and Diane Thurber, assistant communication
director, Lake Union Conference

in India with their faithful giving.
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Ricky Trammell and his wife Maria D. Peña joined the new Maranatha Hispanic Company following their baptisms. They made a commitment to Jesus during the
evangelistic meetings presented by Richard Piñero, pastor and leader of the new Maranatha Hispanic Company in southern Illinois.

Hispanic Company
Holds First Baptism
Illinois—Saturday, June 16, was
a glorious and historical day for the
Adventist Church in southern Illinois.
The Maranatha Hispanic Company
(the first Hispanic congregation in
southern Illinois) celebrated its first
baptism, for the glory and honor of
God. As a result of a series of evangelistic meetings presented in April, the
Maranatha Company witnessed the
promise of Isaiah 55:5 being fulfilled
before their eyes: “Surely you shall call
a nation you do not know, and nations
who do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and
the Holy One of Israel; for He has
glorified you” (NKJV).

VBS Teaches How to
Be a Brave Believer

The evangelistic
meetings were preceded by a health clinic
held in the Crossings
neighborhood in the
city of Carbondale.
Richard Piñero, a
pastor who leads the
congregation, presented the meetings. As
a result of this effort,
The first baptism of the brand new Maranatha Hispanic Company in
Ricky Trammell and
southern Illinois was held outside of the church, with a view of the
his wife Maria D. Peña cemetery in the background.
dedicated their lives to
Christ and were baptized. In addition,
for the Holy Spirit to continue to work
12 people are receiving Bible studies
in the hearts of all the Hispanics in
and plan to be united to Christ and
southern Illinois.
His church through baptism.
Rachel Terwillegar, assistant to the president for
Praise God for His wonderful
communication, Illinois Conference
works among His people! Let us pray

42, while maintaining an average of 33
children per night.
It is always a joy to watch the
growth of each child as they learn new
Michigan—“Brave Believers” was
songs, recite Bible verses, create crafts,
the theme at the Urbandale Vacation
taste snacks, and hear stories from the
Bible School (VBS), held July 16–20.
Bible. Stories were shared about variWhen God’s “Brave Believers” follow
ous “Brave Believers” such as Daniel,
His plan, the results are far beyond
Rahab, Miriam, Elijah, and Samuel. As
any humble expectations. VBS opened
a story was told, each child was given
with 25 children and grew to a total of
the opportunity to
participate in the
story as the Bible
character. They
were encouraged
to share their faith
by inviting others
to VBS to become
“Brave Believers.”
Mary Alice Boling and Elizabeth
(Ellie) Gain were
More than 42 children learned what it means to be a “Brave Believer” at the

so excited prior to VBS that they got
involved by helping stuff pillow batting
into craft kits. These two girls had so
much fun stuffing, counting, laughing,
and counting again that it was obvious
they were young “Brave Believers.”
Closing night exercises were about
to wind down and another year of VBS
was coming to a rapid end when we
learned that two brothers, Devin and
Isaac Gillett, spent the summer playing
on the local little league baseball team
and were in the final week of playoffs.
When asked if they wanted to attend
VBS or finish the game, they chose
VBS because they believed “VBS is
fun,” and they were tired of ball. Jesus
calls for “Brave Believers.” What is
your response? Here am I?
Velda Grubbs, Urbandale Church
communications secretary

Urbandale Church Vacation Bible School.
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New Certification
Plan Unveiled
for Adventist
Communication
Professionals
A plan to enhance, update, and
strengthen communication skills of
professionals serving the world Seventh-day Adventist Church in communication capacities was announced.
Certification will be available in up
to six tracks, including Media Relations,
Journalism, Web Communication,
Public Relations, Corporate Communication, and Media Production. The
Media Relations and Journalism tracks
will be available first.
The Communication Certification
Program’s (CCP) first events and electives for certification will be delivered
at the Society of Adventist Communicators convention in Nashville, Tenn.,
October 11–14, according to Fred
Kinsey, assistant to the president for
communication for the North American Division (NAD).
“With a wide variety of seminars
being offered at the annual SAC (Society of Adventist Communicators) convention, it will be very convenient for
Adventist communication professionals to earn the NAD communication
certification in a few years,” said Kinsey.
“We hope people will take advantage of
the professional development courses
so they can earn the NAD communication certification,” he added.

Requirements for certification
include a core course in journalism
fundamentals, an exam over the Seventh-day Adventist Communication
Department Code of Ethics and the AP
Stylebook or its international equivalent,
an externship, professional readings,
and elective CEUs that apply toward
various tracks. Candidates will have
three years to complete the program.
“Communication personnel function at higher levels than ever before in
today’s complex information environment. They are counselors, high-level
strategists, crisis communicators, and
spokespersons to media entities,”
said Rajmund Dabrowski, director of
communication for the Seventh-day
Adventist world church. “Not only
will certification address foundation
skills necessary for effective day-today operations, but certification will
also provide high-end skills to help
the Church communicate its strategic
mission focusing on unity, growth, and
quality of life.
“Communication professionals
must be up on Adventist corporate
identity, communication theory, communication laws and regulations, and
trends in new technology, including
social networking,” Dabrowski said.
“More than ever, communicators
are intricately involved in supporting
the direction, strategies, and visions
of the world church with embedded
and intentional communication plans,”
Dabrowski added. “Certification of
our professionals will help the world
church be more effective in building relationships and protecting our
reputation.”

Adventist communication professionals meet once a year during the Society of Adventist Communicators
convention. This photo was taken during last year’s meeting held in Baltimore, Md. This year’s meeting will be
in Nashville, Tenn. from October 11 through 14.
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The Society of Adventist Communicators will offer a number of workshops, presentations, and seminars that
will apply toward certification, according to George Johnson Jr., associate director of communication for the NAD
and executive director for the SAC. For
an application and more information
about the SAC annual convention, go
to www.adventistcommunicator.org
and click on the area on the right titled
“New Certification Plan Unveiled.”
Pamela Maize Harris, a consultant,
researcher, and professor of communication at Andrews University, believes
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
is the only denomination offering
certification to its employees and
members. Dabrowski, Harris, Johnson,
and Kinsey were the architects of the
certification program.
For more information, please contact George Johnson Jr. at (301) 6806057 or by e-mail at george.johnson@
nad.adventist.org.
George Johnson Jr., associate director, Office of
Communication, North American Division

Family Celebration
Sabbath Convenes on
Andrews University
Campus
Family Celebration Sabbath (FCS)
took place at the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary on the
campus of Andrews University on July
20 and 21.
Attending from the United Kingdom, Bernie Holford (South England
Conference Family Ministries director)
lauded, “Family Celebration Sabbath was
a tremendous inspiration for me to make
a positive, practical difference in my
home. I loved the ideas for Friday night
worships and learned how Sabbath and
the family were always intended to be
celebrated together every week! Thank
you for organizing such a wonderfully
encouraging and affirming Sabbath.”
The weekend included presentations by David Taylor, from the School
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ate certificate summer of
Devotionals, prayer time, stirring
2007, and received cermessages, testimonies, music—this is
tificates during the closing
the ASI convention. Twenty seminars
ceremonies. The graduates
covering topics from health (Neil
are Sun Jung Cho, Sherry
Nedley, “Improving Emotional IntelGalvez, Hyun Young Jeong,
ligence”) to education (James Standish,
Su Jin Kang, Zelda Felix“Becoming an ASI Ambassador to
Mottley, R. Elaine Myers,
National Leaders”), and 18 additional
Deborah
Rivera,
and
Leslie
subjects provided excellent learning
Jane Thayer was honored as the recipient of both the North American
White.
experiences.
Division Distinguished Service Award and the Spaulding Award for
Distinguished Service. From left: Ron and Karen Flowers, Willie Oliver,
Co-sponsors of FCS
The Member in Action feature
Jane Thayer and her husband Jerry, and A. Allan Martin
include the Religious
is inspirational. Willard Regester,
Education Program at the
a physician from Grants Pass, Ore.,
Seminary, the Adventist Association
places an ad in the local newspaper to
of Religion at Loma Linda University,
of Family Life Professionals, Adventoffer Bible studies. One of his contacts,
and Richard and JoAnn Davidson,
Source, and the Departments of Family
Evelyn, was baptized in February. John
professors at the Seminary. A. Allan
Ministries for the GC and
Martin, associate professor of discipleNAD.
ship and family ministry at the Semi“I was blessed beyond
nary, gave leadership to this new event.
measure,” affirmed Donna
“Family Celebration Sabbath was
truly a celebration of God’s goodness in Mitchell, a family ministries
coordinator from Baltiputting us all into one big, loving fammore, Md. “I was in God’s
ily and providing one day a week for
presence along with His
building relationships with our heavchildren, and that was a bit
enly Father and our family in Christ!”
of heaven on earth for me.”
shared Karen Flowers, co-director,
FCS will continue as an
Department of Family Ministries,
annual event on the campus
General Conference of Seventh-day
of Andrews University,
Adventists (GC). “There was Good
Debbie Young, whose four years as ASI president ended at the 2007
open to Berrien Springs and ASI Convention in Louisville, Ky., prays for the new president, Donna
News, good music, good friends, good
surrounding communities,
food, good conversation. Who could
McNeilus, from Dodge Center, Minn.
as well as to our family minask for more?”
istries network across North America
and Paula Moriarity, of Pewee Valley,
During closing ceremonies, two
and around the world.
Ky., have 20 non-Adventists who meet
prestigious awards were given to Jane
in their home every Sunday for a Bible
Thayer, retiring director of Religious
Alexis A. Goring, editorial assistant, Department
study. Sherene Becca, of Austin, Texas,
Education at the Seminary. In honor
of Family Ministries, North American Division of
is a freshman at Baylor University. She
Seventh-day Adventists
of her many years of dedicated service
wants to minister to fellow students,
to family ministries, Thayer received
“to reflect God in all ways and bring
[ w o r l d ch u rch news ]
the Distinguished Service Award from
glory to His name.” Viorel Catarama,
the North American Division (NAD)
of Hinsdale, Ill., went to Tanzania
Department of Family Ministries, and
where he helped train 300 people in
the Spaulding Distinguished Service
successful evangelism methods. This
Medallion from the GC Department
is only a small sample of the dozens of
of Family Ministries.
Louisville, Ky., was the scene of the
stories told.
FCS is the successor of Adventist
ASI International Convention August
Complete programs for children
Family Conference. It was developed
1–4, 2007. ASI®—Adventist-laymen’s
and youth, including community
to strengthen networking opportuniServices and Industries®—marked its
outreach, were provided. And the everties between family ministries [leaders]
60th anniversary this year. There were
popular exhibit hall had more than
and the Doctor of Ministry in Family
more than 500 children and youth in at- 300 exhibits showcasing ministries and
Ministry cohort as well as individutendance on Sabbath. In the beginning,
witnessing opportunities.
als pursuing the graduate certificate in
about 150 were served lunch on Sabbath.
The annual offering has supported
family life education. We congratulate
This year nearly 2,000 were served in a
hundreds of ventures through the
the following eight persons who are
record 50 minutes. We’ve grown.
completing coursework for their graducontinued...

ASI Celebrates 60th
Anniversary
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years. The offerings and pledges given
this year to support 40 projects were
in excess of $1.6 Million. The overflow offering, monies in excess of the
$1,269,000 goal, will fund the DVD
and Train Them Now initiative, a joint
effort of the General Conference and
ASI to utilize lay members to train and
equip others to conduct evangelistic
meetings using the multiple translations of the New Beginnings DVDs.
For the ninth year, ASI’s Youth for
Jesus program took place prior to the
convention. Forty-three youth worked
at locations in the Louisville area, leading out in Revelation Speaks. Churches
hosting the youth were New Albany
and Jeffersonville, Ind., and Pewee
Valley, Shelbyville, and the Magazine
Street Church in Kentucky. The Frankfort (Ky.) Church hosted students from
Ouachita Hills College. There were
a total of 149 decisions for baptism.
At the time of the convention, 77 had
been baptized with more preparing to
take the step.
Michael Ryan, a vice president of
the General Conference, dialogued
with several about missions and the
DVD program. Literally thousands
of people have been touched by the
good news of salvation through these
endeavors. He said, “Active, committed lay people telling the gospel story
have affected the whole world!” ASI is
all about people telling the world—and
telling them now!
For more information about ASI
and the 2008 convention in Tampa,
Fla., visit www.asiministries.org.
Judy Thomsen, communication director,
Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries

Adventist Musicians
Gain International
Exposure
Thanks to the new Adventist Mission DVD, produced by the General
Conference Office of Mission, Seventh-day Adventist musicians are being
heard all over the world. The DVD
features many video mission stories and
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at least one music video.
The music videos feature
a variety of music including original compositions, ethnic religious
music, and traditional
hymns that evoke deep
spiritual memories for
many church members.
Nicholas Zork, a
former youth pastor in
Peter Dixon’s song, “Standing at the Cross,” was featured on the second
Indianapolis, Ind., has
quarter 2006 Adventist Mission DVD. Since that time, he has received
had requests for his fea- e-mails from people all over the world. Dixon (with guitar) is pictured here
tured song, “Our Prayer.” with his band members. They hope to tour in the U.S. soon.
“Some have asked to use the song for
“After the song was used on the
other DVDs,” he says. “Others have
Adventist Mission DVD,” says Dixon, a
used the song as a congregational worworship leader in Cooranbong, Austraship song. It’s been a blessing to see God lia, “I began getting many e-mails from
use this piece of music for His glory.”
people all over the world. Most wanted
Kathlyn Bearce, a teenager from
the sheet music to the song and gave
Maryland, was particularly struck by
me encouragement to continue writing
the message of Zork’s song, which talks
songs.”
about Christians going out and “reach“I am humbled by these messages
ing the world” that Jesus longs to save.
and e-mails,” he says, “I never expected
“I just started crying—it’s so true,” said
such a response. I feel undeserving
Bearce. “I thought, This is what the Lord
of the attention but also very excited
wants us to do.”
with the knowledge that songs, music,
and multimedia can so effectively help
spread the gospel.”
Zork is currently working on a new
album, and Dixon and his group have
just released a new CD, “Heaven is
Calling.” His song of the same name is
already receiving airplay, and the group
is actively touring Australia and New
Zealand. They hope to tour in the U.S.
Nicholas Zork’s song, “Our Prayer,” was recently
soon.
featured on an Adventist Mission DVD. Since then,
he has received many requests for his featured song.
“It’s my hope,” said Dixon, “that
“It’s been a blessing to see God use this piece of
young Adventists can be inspired to
music for His glory,” said Zork.
dedicate their talents and skills to the
All of the musicians view music as a
church and to make a life-long comcentral part of outreach and an impormitment to God and the church. If my
tant aspect of the Adventist Mission
music can help motivate people to do
DVDs. “Music is a powerful means of
this, then I thank God for the opportucommunication,” says Zork. “Through
nity to do so.”
music we are able to reach listeners who
Talented Seventh-day Adventist
may not listen otherwise, and we are
musicians who have recorded original
able to communicate in ways that are
or public domain songs and would like
broader and deeper than words alone.”
to share them with Adventist Mission
Peter Dixon’s song, “Standing at
should visit www.AdventistMission.
the Cross,” was featured on the second
org/dvdmusic.
quarter 2006 DVD and has been heard
Matthew Herzel, intern, Office of Adventist Mission,
by Adventists from New York to AuckGeneral Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
land, Norway.
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is responsible for submission of information to this column. Forms are available
in print format, or they can be filled out and submitted directly online. Milepost forms are available at www.lakeunionherald.org. Conference addresses and
phone numbers are in the masthead on page 47.

Anniversaries

Gerald “Jerry” and Dulcinea “Duci” Hulick
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
on Sept. 2, 2007, by an open house at Timberridge Manor, Berrien Springs, Mich. They
have been members of the Berrien Springs
Village Church for 21 years.
Gerald Hulick and Dulcinea Hernandez
were married Aug. 18, 1957, in New Egypt,
N.J., by Roy L. Lewis. Jerry has worked as
Property Management director for the New
Jersey Conference, assistant Plant Superintendent for College Wood Products and Cabinetmaker foreman at Andrews University,
Plant Service director for Indiana Academy,
and is currently working as a cabinet-carpenter for Lakeland Health Systems in St. Joseph,
Mich. Duci has worked in the secretarial field
since graduating from high school, and most
recently retired from the Home Health Education Service at the Lake Union Conference
office after ten years of service.
The Hulick family includes Heidi and Rick
Camacho of Berrien Springs; Tammy and
Rick Wheeler of Orlando, Fla.; Wendy Karpe
of Evansville, Ind.; 11 grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.

Charles and Ramona Trubey celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on July 8,
2007, by an anniversary reception hosted by
their children, with more than 250 guests, at
Indiana Academy Cafeteria, Cicero, Ind. They
have been members of the Cicero Church for
46 years.
Charles Trubey and Ramona Greer were
married July 7, 1957, in Holly, Mich., by Elder
Gordon Carle. Charles was farm manager at
Indiana Academy Farm for more than 37
Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

years, retiring in June 1998. Ramona has
been a housewife and dedicated volunteer
for the church and schools.
The Trubey family includes Annette and
Bob Moon of Apopka, Fla.; Leon and Lisa
Trubey of Hickory, N.C.; Andy and Cindy Trubey, and Celia Trubey all of Cicero, Ind.; and
eight grandchildren.
Arthur and Esther Nelson celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on Aug. 25, 2007,
with family at home in Pleasant Plains, Ill.
They have been members of the Springfield
(Ill.) Church for many years.
Arthur Nelson and Esther Miller were married Aug. 25, 1957, in Ore. Arthur has been
in denominational service for more than 40
years. Esther has been in denominational
service for many years.
The Nelson family includes Jere and Jeannie Nelson of Montgomery, Ill.; Debi and Edward Skinner of Pleasant Plains; four grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Weddings
Jennifer M. Jayoma and Angelo O. Austria
were married June 8, 2007, in Warren, Mich.
The ceremony was performed by Pastors
Paul Larsen and Melvin Santos.
Jennifer is the daughter of Constancio
Jayoma of Tornoto, Canada, and the late Dulzura Neri Jayoma, and Angelo is the son of
Elizabeth Austria of Lucena City, Philippines,
and the late Angelito Austria.
The Austrias are making their home in
Toronto.
Shannon E. Prosser and Joe Yoon-Ho Lee
were married June 10, 2007, in Taylor, Mich.
The ceremony was performed by Pastors
Steve Conley and Samuel Koranteng-Pipim.
Shannon is the daughter of James and
Paula Prosser of Fenton, Mich., and Cathy
and Mark Dunning of Howell, Mich., and Joe
is the son of Jai and Mija Lee of Ann Arbor,
Mich.
The Lees are making their home in Mt.
Vernon, Ohio.
Tabitha E. Gage and Joshua J. Quick were
married July 12, 2007, in Holly, Mich. The
ceremony was performed by Pastor Steve
Vail.
Tabitha is the daughter of Randy and Chris
Gage of Flushing, Mich., and Joshua is the
son of Paula and James Prosser of Fenton,
Mich.
The Quicks are making their home in LeHigh Acres, Fla.

MilePOSTS

Andrea R. Edwards and Dylan A. Tribbey were
married June 2, 2007, in Farmington Hills,
Mich. The ceremony was performed by Pastor
Mark Jensen.
Andrea is the daughter of Steve and Ellen
Edwards of Waterford, Mich., and Dylan is the
son of Stuart and Lynn Tribbey of Oshkosh,
Wis.
The Tribbeys are making their home in
West Bloomfield, Mich.

Obituaries
DAVENPORT, Elton J., age 81; born June 29,
1926, in Lapeer, Mich.; died Aug. 7, 2007, in
Columbiaville, Mich. He was a member of the
Lapeer Church.
Survivors include his son, Chris; daughter,
Marsha Greco; and sister, Sarah Swett.
A memorial service will be held at a later
date, with private inurnment.
DEYOUNG, Irene G. (Chapman), age 88;
born Jan. 28, 1919, in Paris, Mich.; died
Mar. 30, 2007, in Zephyrhills, Fla. She was a
member of the Fremont (Mich.) Church.
Survivors include her husband, Maynard;
son, Leonard; three grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.
Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor Don Williams, with private inurnment.
HUGHES, Mark E., age 58; born Mar. 14,
1949, in Dayton, Ohio; died June 14, 2007,
in Cassopolis, Mich. He was a member of the
Village Church, Berrien Springs, Mich.
Survivors include his wife, Arlene
(Hornyak); daughters, Diana, April, and Joni
Hughes; brother, Norman Yeager; sister, Sharon Woolf; and one grandchild.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastor James Willis, and interment was in Rose
Hill Cemetery, Berrien Springs.

ROLLINS, Gene L., age 74; born May 18,
1933, in Ludington, Mich.; died June 18,
2007, in West Branch, Mich. He was a member of the Fremont (Mich.) Church.
Survivors include his wife, Arlene (Greene);
son, Jerry L.; daughters, Patricia Taylor, Deborah Leonard, and Janet Johnson; brothers,
Robert, Calvin, and Charles; 12 grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.
Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor Don Williams, and inurnment was in
Otto Cemetery, Muskegon, Mich.
SCHANKE, Albert C., age 90; born Oct. 7,
1916, in Rock Springs, Wis.; died Oct. 26,
2007, in Harrison, Tenn. He was a member
of the Baraboo (Wis.) Church.
Survivors include his wife, Audrey M. (Erickson); daughters, Alberta Cross and Anita
McGrath; six grandchildren; and eight greatgrandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastor William Ochs, and interment was in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo.
SHAFER, Shirley E. (Moreau) Lemay, age
81; born Mar. 19, 1926, in Brampton, Mich.;
died July 7, 2007, in Escanaba, Mich. She
was a member of the Escanaba Church.
Survivors include her husband, George;
son, Stan Lemay; daughters, Judy Talvitie,
Sharon Hanson, and Sharon Curtin; brother,
Thomas Moreau; sister, Midge Bizeau; seven
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren.
Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor John Glass, and interment was in The
Gardens of Rest Cemetery, Escanaba.

JOHNSON, Mildred M. (Hoogerhyde), age
103; born July 2, 1904, in Grand Rapids,
Mich.; died Aug. 20, 2007, in Grand Rapids.
She was a member of the Grand Rapids
Central Church.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastors David Glenn and Willie Iwankiw, and
interment was in Garfield Park Cemetery,
Grand Rapids.

SISSON, Joel E., age 50; born Aug. 22,
1956, in Flint, Mich.; died Aug. 3, 2007,
in Flint. He was a member of the First Flint
Church.
Survivors include his wife, Pamela S. (Henson); daughter, Melanie M. Davis; step-father,
Ronald Taylor (whom Joel considered his father); mother, Joan (Johnson) Sisson Taylor;
brothers, David, Daniel, Paul, Mark, and Matthew Taylor; and one grandchild.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastor Douglas Carlson, and interment was in
Mt. Morris (Mich.) Cemetery.

MUNSON, Barbara J. (Sutton), age 66; born
Jan. 23, 1941, in Marion Springs, Mich.; died
July 18, 2007, in Owosso, Mich. She was a
member of the Owosso Church.
Survivors include her sons, Loren and Leslie; daughter, Cassidy Munson; brothers, Jack
and Glenn Sutton; sisters, Dorothy Knecht,
Ardith Trubey, Linette Kelley, and Christina
Peterson; and three grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastors Larry Pumford, Curt DeWitt, and Danny
Velez, and interment was in Oak Hill Cemetery, Holly, Mich.

WORCESTER, Franklin G., age 73; born
Sept. 27, 1933, in Pontiac, Mich.; died Aug.
1, 2007, in Delta Twp., Mich. He was a member of the Grand Ledge (Mich.) Church.
Survivors include his wife, Allegra (Kroll)
Collatz; stepson, Charles Collatz; daughter,
Susan Mervine; stepdaughters, Sandra
Rzanca and Susan Krug; brothers, Don
Worcester and Jack Thorne; 19 grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were conducted by Pastor
Jeff Dowell, and interment was in Deepdale
Memorial Park Cemetery, Lansing, Mich.
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All ads must be sent to your local conference for approval. No phoned ads will be
accepted. Allow at least eight weeks for publication. Fifty words maximum. No
limit of insertions. Rates: $27 per insertion for Lake Union church members; $37
per insertion for all others. A form is available at www.lakeunionherald.org for
printing out and filling in your ad. Ads must be prepaid. Make money order/check
payable to the Lake Union Conference. There will be no refunds for cancellations. The Lake Union Herald cannot be responsible for advertisements appearing
in its columns, and reserves the right to edit ads in accordance with editorial policies. The Lake Union Herald does not accept responsibility for typographical errors.

Human Resources
DENTAL PROFESSIONAL NEEDED: Exceptional opportunity for a quality applicant to join our large, fee-for-service
dental practice in Frederick, Md. Applicant must be competent and productive in all aspects of comprehensive dental care. Six-figure starting
salary with 401(k), and pension and
profit sharing. Excellent opportunity
for higher income and equity posi-

Coldwater, MI 49036.

neuro step-down beds. Will help with
relocation. Apply online at www.glen

employment/facpos.html. For more

daleadventist.com. For more informa-

information, contact Pamela Keele

tion, contact 800-576-3113.

their giftedness to lead individuals to
Christ. Spanish speaking a plus. Salary plus room and board. An excellent opportunity awaits you. For more
information, call 715-343-1751.

with embedded system design and

program. Candidates

smart machine design are preferred.
Adventists apply at www.andrews.
edu/HR/emp_jobs.html, or e-mail
engineering@andrews.edu.

nity-based nursing care. At this time

WEIMAR INSTITUTE needs mainte-

PAMC has openings for RNs. Require-

nance/construction volunteers. Come

ments include Maine RN license or

join with others in the health and

eligibility and BCLS; some positions

education ministry. Enjoy the clean

may require ACLS. Prior experience

air and beautiful surroundings in the

required for all positions. We offer

Sierra Foothills (Calif.). Minimum time

competitive wages, sign-on bonuses,

requirement to volunteer is two weeks.

and relocation—EOE. For information,

For information, call 530-422-7912.

master, video engineer, script writer
for television series, and experienced
pressman. Submit résumé to jobs@
remnantpublications.com, or mail to
Human Resources Dept., Remnant

|

and Staff RNs. Opening June 2007

details at www.wwc.edu/services/

team. Person must be willing to use

with a Ph.D. degree and experience

manager, sales professionals, web-

and Staff RNs, and Step-down Charge

dedicated cardiac interventional and

faxed to 301-371-9533.

for these full-time positions: general

or e-mail leeste@wwc.edu.

and Emergency, Critical Care Charge

½ coordinator) in Billings, Mont. See

engineering

REMNANT PUBLICATIONS is now hiring

Steven Lee, Chair, at 509-527-2041,

is seeking a Director of Critical Care

tenure-track position (½ teaching;

www.KTDental.com. Résumés may be

org; or visit www.parkviewamc.org.

employment/facpos.html; or contact

GLENDALE ADVENTIST MEDICAL CENTER

player as part of its dynamic ministry

faculty position for a Baccalaureate

373-2188; e-mail hr@parkviewamc.

tion, go to www.wwc.edu/services/

36-bed ED, additional 12 ICU beds,

Associates, at 301-667-8600, or visit

St., Brunswick, ME 04011; fax 207-

99324; or e-mail crespa@wwc.edu.

organic chemistry. For more informa-

seeking a Bible Worker to be a team

plications for a full-time engineering

contact HR Department, 329 Maine

204 S. College Ave., College Place, WA

may include advanced courses in in-

new patient care tower including a

Trepper, Kershner and Trepper Dental

nity to get back to hands-on, commu-

cal chemistry course sequences and

SOCIAL WORK seeks applicants for

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is accepting ap-

coast Maine, allows you the opportu-

and Sociology, Walla Walla University,

WALLA WALLA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF

more information, contact Dr. Peter J.

located in the heart of beautiful Mid-

Cress, Dean, School of Social Work

include general chemistry and physi-

STEVENS POINT (WIS.) DISTRICT is

tion as potential future partner. For

PARKVIEW ADVENTIST MEDICAL CENTER,
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Publications, 649 East Chicago Rd.,

Sept. 2008. Teaching responsibilities

WALLA WALLA COLLEGE DEPARTMENT
OF CHEMISTRY seeks applications for
a full-time faculty position beginning

Sunset Calendar

	Oct 5	Oct 12	Oct 19	Oct 26	Nov 2	Nov 9

Berrien Springs, Mich.
Chicago, Ill.
Detroit, Mich.
Indianapolis, Ind.
La Crosse, Wis.
Lansing, Mich.
Madison, Wis.
Springfield, Ill.
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7:22
6:27
7:08
7:22
6:41
7:14
6:34
6:36

7:10
6:16
6:57
7:11
6:28
7:02
6:22
6:25

6:59
6:04
6:46
7:01
6:17
6:51
6:10
6:15

6:49
5:54
6:35
6:52
6:05
6:40
5:59
6:05

6:40
5:46
6:26
6:43
5:56
6:32
5:50
5:57

5:32
4:37
5:18
5:36
4:47
5:23
4:41
4:50
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UNION COLLEGE seeks Fall 2008 ten-

Dr. Desiree Batson, Search Commit-

ure-track professor in New Testament,

tee Chair, SAU School of Nursing, P.O.

with Greek and ethics courses. Pref-

Box 370, Collegedale, TN 37315; or

erence for doctorate with pastoral

e-mail drbatson@southern.edu.

experience. Commitment to undergraduate education and mentoring
for pastoral ministry required. For
more information, contact Robert Fetrick, Chair, Division of Religion, 3800
South 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68506;
or e-mail rofetric@ucollege.edu.

a full-time Wellness Institute director
for a new position in the School of
Physical Education, Health and Wellness beginning Jan. 1, 2008. Candidates should have an undergraduate/
graduate degree in comprehensive

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY

wellness management. Experience in

SCHOOL OF NURSING seeks faculty

marketing and program development

members to join our progressive, mis-

preferred. Presentation and public

sion-focused undergraduate/gradu-

speaking skills are also desired. Send

ate team. Successful candidates will

résumé to Phil Garver, Dean, School

contribute to a diverse student popu-

of Physical Education, Health and

lation through teaching, service, and

Wellness, P.O. Box 370, Collegedale,

research. Requisite qualities include

TN 37315-0370; or e-mail garver@

successful teaching and clinical ex-

southern.edu.

perience, enthusiasm, flexibility, and
commitment to nursing and Adventist

44

SOUTHERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY seeks

Real Estate/Housing

education. Candidates must have

WEIMAR INSTITUTE has Senior Inde-

M.S.N.; earned doctorate is preferred.

pendent Living available. Nestled in

Send curriculum vitae or inquiries to

the beautiful and tranquil foothills of

|
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the Sierra Nevada is Weimar Health

tist Realtors, we are ready to serve

Center that can accommodate the

you. For information, contact Linda

needs of Seniors for healthful liv-

Dayen at 888-582-2888, or visit

ing. Medical clinic and other natural

www.Adventist-Realtor.com. Realtors

remedies are readily available on site.

register online.

Acute care hospital services are ten
minutes away in Auburn. For more information, call 530-422-7933.

PARTICULARLY NEAR OAKWOOD COLLEGE? Ed Gilbert is your real estate

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT in mag-

agent. Licensed in both Ala. and

nificent mountains of North Carolina

Mich.; 35-plus years experience; well

at FLETCHER PARK INN. Accepting

connected and reliable—he will find

Priority Fees NOW for current and

the best deal for you! For more infor-

future openings. Vegetarian meals,

mation, call Ed Gilbert at 866-540-

housekeeping, transportation, fitness

0706 or 256-585-0772.

center. Adjacent to church, academy,
natural foods store/bookstore, hospital, nursing home, and medical offices. For more information, contact
Fletcher Park Inn, 150 Tulip Trail, Hendersonville, NC 28792; phone 800249-2882; e-mail fletcherparkinn@
yahoo.com; or visit website: www.
fletcherparkinn.com.
PEACEFUL COUNTRY LIVING: Cute twobedroom home for sale on two-acre

46

PLANNING A MOVE TO ALABAMA SOON,

COME HOME TO FLORIDA LIVING! Senior
Community near Orlando; Adventist
lifestyle; ground-level apartments
and rooms for rent. Transportation/
housekeeping available. Church on
site. Pool; shopping/activities. Visit
website: floridalivingretirement.com.
Vacationers—short-term rental for
$30, $40, $75 per night, fully furnished. For more information, call
Jackie at 800-729-8017 or e-mail

wooded property. Located in Grand

JackieFLRC@aol.com.

Junction, Mich. Close to Gobles Junior

FOR SALE BY OWNER: Beautiful 2,900

Academy and Country Life Natural

sq. ft. cape (three bedroom, two and

Foods. Home is 1,044 sq. ft.; com-

a half baths) on six acres, three miles

pletely remodeled. Twenty-four-foot

from Andrews University. Large unat-

above-ground swimming pool. Asking

tached garage and modern two-bed-

$80,000. For more information, call

room apartment (1,500 sq. ft.). Spec-

269-434-8832 or 269-214-0345.

tacular setting, includes a spring-fed

Pictures and more information avail-

creek and acres of woods and trails.

able at http://InfoTube.net/178747.

For information, call 269-473-2015.

MOVING TO BERRIEN SPRINGS? Adventist

NEW ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE OFFICE NOW

Realtor with 15+ years experience will

IN BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICH. Come visit

be happy to assist you in relocating

our website at www.WidnerRealty.

near Andrews University or surround-

com to see our featured homes, list-

ing communities. For information, call

ings in this general area, and also to

Rosie Nash at 269-471-4285; or visit

meet us. We offer free buyer agency to

website www.mclauchlinrealtyinc.com

promote your best interest. For more

to find bio, e-mail, and search area

information, call Charo or Dan Widner

MLS listings.

at 269-471-1000.

ADVENTIST-REALTOR.COM is a nation-

COLLEGEDALE, TENN., AREA HOME FOR

wide real estate referral service. We

SALE: Beautiful, open two-story 3,800

assist church members and employ-

sq. ft. home; six bedrooms; three and

ees in the process of buying or selling

a half baths; main-floor master suite;

homes. With a network of 250 Adven-

walk-out finished basement could be

|
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PREPAID PHONE CARDS:

Featuring

Classiﬁeds

some new-updated-different cards
with no connection fees for U.S.A.
and international countries. Ranges:
1¢ per minute to 2.8¢. Do you want
a card that does not expire? Benefits
ASI projects and Christian education.
For information, call L J Plus at 770441-6022 or 888-441-7688.
VICTORY IN JESUS book and fiveCD series by Bill Liversidge. How’s
your faith? You can have victory by
embracing Jesus’ death and receiving His overcoming life, enabling
you to become an instrument of
righteousness to God. Available at
separate apartment. Close to South-

your local Adventist Book Center or

ern Adventist University and Chatta-

www.creativegrowthministries.org.

nooga. Asking $289,000. For more

At Your Service

information, call 423-894-7347, or
e-mail jacobs@southern.edu.

For Sale

10-DAY DEPRESSION RECOVERY RESIDENTIAL PROGRAM with Dr. Neil Nedley
& team. Accepting reservations for

RVs!! Adventist owned and operated

Spring/Fall 2008 programs in Ard-

RV dealership has been helping Ad-

more, Okla. Includes personal consul-

ventists for more than 30 years. Huge

tation, comprehensive health history

inventory. Courtesy airport pickup and

review, stress management, counsel-

on-site hookups. Satisfied Adventist

ing, hydrotherapy, massage, exercise

customer list available. Call toll-free

program, full laboratory services, life-

888-933-9300. Lee’s RV City, Oklahoma City. Visit our website, www.
leesrv.com, or e-mail: LeesRVs@aol.
com.
PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT.
Home of the pinless and rechargeable
True Minutes phonecard. Make True
Minutes your long distance service
at 1.9¢ per minute including Europe
and Canada. No tax; no fee; no ex-

style/nutritional treatment for depression, and more. For info call 1-888778-4445 or visit drnedley.com.
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, TRUCK, OR RV
to help Christian education at Great
Lakes Adventist Academy, and receive
a tax deduction at the same time.
Free pickup and no title hassles. Call
866-822-1200 today!

piration. Come to phonecardland.com

ARE YOU MOVING SOON? Before you

and choose the best card for all your

rent a U-Haul and do it yourself,

phone call needs; user-friendly and

check our price and save yourself the

secure e-mail: sales@phonecardland.
com; or phone 863-216-0160.

hassle. Plan ahead now and reserve
a time slot. Fast, direct, and economi-

LOOKING FOR USED ADVENTIST BOOKS?

cal. Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Fur-

Check out Adventistbooks.org, a stu-

niture, 6681 U.S. 31, Berrien Springs,

dent industry of Great Lakes Adventist

MI 49103; or phone 269-471-7366

Academy, or call The Cedar Reader at

evenings 8:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern

866-822-1200.

time.
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PLANNING AN EVANGELISTIC SERIES OR
HEALTH SEMINAR? Have questions?
Need affordable, professionally pre-

pared handbills, brochures, signs,
banners, and mailing services? Call
Daphne or Cynthia toll free at 800274-0016, or visit www.handbills.org.
You deserve the best with confidence
and peace of mind. Your friends at
Hamblin’s HOPE deliver on time.
NEED A LAWYER? Adventist attorney
with state-wide Mich. practice is available to assist you. Understands the
law and Adventist values. Practice
is focused on the areas of business
law, real estate, estate planning and
probate, family law, and litigation.
For more information, call 517-4235641, e-mail mike@hamblinlaw.com,
or visit www.hamblinlaw.com.
MOVE WITH AN AWARD-WINNING AGENCY.
Apex Moving & Storage partners with
the General Conference to provide
quality moves for you. Call us for all

48

|

your relocation needs. Contact Marcy
Danté at 800-766-1902; or visit
our website: www.apexmoving.com/
adventist.
SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only interracial group for Adventist singles
over 40. STAY HOME AND MEET NEW
FRIENDS in the U.S.A. with a pen pal
monthly newsletter of members and
album. For information, send large
self-addressed, stamped envelope to
ASO-40 Adventist Singles, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin, OR 97479.
WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLESDATING.COM
OR ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG: Free 14day trial! Join thousands of active
Adventist singles online. Free chat,
search, detailed profiles, match notifications! Two-way compatibility match,
ten photos, confidential online mail.
Witnessing opportunities to the world
through articles, friendships, chat,
forums. Matching Adventists since
1993! Adventist owners. Thousands
of successful matches! Top ranked.
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Miscellaneous

FREE VOCAL MUSIC CONCERTS WITH
PERSONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. A former
voice instructor from Andrews University with his wife and sister will give
free Sat. evening vocal music concerts with testimonies. Two music CDs

ons all over the U.S. Jesus said, “I was
in prison.” You may also write your pen
friend via e-mail, again risk free. For
information, contact Don and Yvonne
McClure at 260-492-7770, or visit
website: www.someonecares.org.

and a DVD music video are available.

LAKE REGION’S CAMP WAGNER seeks

For more information, contact Vladi-

donated RVs (camper trailers, fifth

mir Slavujevic at 269-473-2826, or

wheels, or motor homes) in good con-

e-mail him at vladoslavujevic@yahoo.

dition, to assist its Summer Camp. For

com.

information or to donate, call 773-

WANTED TO BUY: Used Adventist books,

846-2661, ext. 205 (conference of-

songbooks, cookbooks, schoolbooks.

fice) or 269-476-2550 (camp). Tax

Used Adventist books for sale. If in-

deductible receipts provided.

terested, contact John at 269-7816379.

50

Sunshine, writing to inmates in pris-

LAKE REGION’S CAMP WAGNER is in need
of enclosed trailers in road worthy

THE ADVENT GOD SQUAD NEEDS YOU.

condition, to assist its Summer Camp.

Someone Cares Prison Ministry, now

For information or to donate, call

located in Fort Wayne (Ind.), needs

773-846-2661, ext. 205 (conference

you. The backbone of this ministry is

office) or 269-476-2550 (camp). Tax

a risk-free pen friend program, Paper

deductible receipts provided.

|
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Announcements

Churches, schools, conferences, institutions, and organizations may submit
announcements to the Lake Union Herald through their local conference communication directors. An easy way to do this is to visit the Lake Union Herald website
at www.lakeunionherald.org and submit the announcement online. Readers may
verify dates and times of programs with the respective sources, as these events are
subject to change.

between 9:00 a.m. and noon, Mon.–
Fri. The church is located at 1936 E.
Altgeld in South Bend.
Indiana Academy (IA) Alumni Association
welcomes all graduates/attendees

Andrews University
McElmurry Ethics and Society Lectureship
to be held Oct. 11–13 in Garber Audi-

Seventh-day Adventists Answer Ques-

to the IA campus for Alumni Home-

tions on Doctrine. On Oct. 24–27, 50

coming, Oct. 12–13. Honor classes are

years after its publication, scholars,

1957, ‘67, ‘82, and ‘97. In addition,

church leaders, and pastors across

the classes of 1977 and ‘87 will be

torium of Chan Shun Hall. The topic

the theological spectrum of Advent-

recognized. Special recognition will

is Prison: An Expensive Way to Make

ism, along with guest scholars from

be given to the golden-age classes

Bad People Worse? or “A Pathway to

the evangelical world, who have given

of 1929-1956. For more information,

a New Life.” John Thompson, executive

This year’s honor classes are 1957,

careful study to its theology and Ad-

contact Jimmy Arnett, alumni presi-

director of Kairos Prison Ministry In-

‘67, ‘77, ‘82, ‘87, and ‘97. Come join

ventist history of the past half-century,

dent, at 219-629-1177, or e-mail

ternational, will be the keynote speak-

us for a memorable weekend. For

will convene at Andrews University

jimmyArnett@vfc.com. Or you may

Theological Seminary for an engag-

more information, visit www.glaa.net,

er. Various local prison ministries will

contact Bill Hicks, IA development

ing, reflective, scholarly dialogue. For

or call the Alumni office at 989-427-

be highlighted. Lectureship is free; no

director, at 317-984-3575, ext. 228,

more information about the confer-

5181.

registration required. For further infor-

or e-mail bhicks@isda.org. As part

mation, call 269-471-3214.

ence—schedule, presenters, and reg-

of the weekend activities, the 17th

Andrews Academy Homecoming: Andrews

istration—visit www.qod.andrews.edu.

annual Alumni Golf Classic and Auc-

Academy will be holding its alumni

Illinois

tion will be held Fri., Oct. 12. For in-

Homecoming weekend on Oct. 19–21.

formation regarding the golf/auction

All alumni of Emmanuel Missionary

so much controversy in the history of

Hinsdale Seventh-day Adventist Church

event, contact Lawrence Johnson at

College Academy, Andrews University

the Seventh-day Adventist Church as

Celebrates 100 Years: The Hinsdale

765-649-7256, or e-mail ljohnson@

Academy, and Andrews Academy plan

Church will hold a Centennial Celebra-

mustinbuilders.com.

now to join us for special services

Questions on Doctrine 50th Anniversary
Conference: No other book has aroused

tion the weekend of Oct. 26–28. Church
torical information about the church
and photos of activities throughout
the years for display at the celebration and publication in a centennial
booklet. If you have photos, clippings,
newsletters, correspondence, or other
items, please send them to Dorothy

Oct 6

‘93, ‘98, and 2003. For more details,

Local Church Budget

contact the Academy Alumni office

Oct 13 Voice of Prophecy

at 269-471-6140, or e-mail acada-

Oct 20 Local Church Budget
Oct 27 Local Conference Advance
Special Days:
Oct 7–13 Health Education Week

lum@andrews.edu.
A Michigan Singles Retreat will be held
at beautiful Camp AuSable (Grayling,

Children’s Sabbath

tor, Hinsdale Seventh-day Adventist

Mich.) Oct. 25–28. Mark your calendar and join fellow singles (18 and

(Vibrant Life)

IL 60521. For more information, con-

Oct 20 Spirit of Prophecy Sabbath

older) for a relaxing retreat. Pastor

tact her at 630-293-4920, or e-mail

Oct 27 Pathfinder Sabbath

Jim Micheff and staff have planned

photos on a disc.

Indiana

|

‘53, ‘58, ‘63, ‘68, ‘73, ‘78, ‘83, ‘88,

Deer, Communication Ministry Direc-

d.deer@comcast.net. Please send

52

Honor classes are 1938, ‘43, ‘48,

Offerings:

Oct 6

Church, 201 North Oak St., Hinsdale,

on Fri. evening and all day Sabbath.

Lake Union

leaders are currently gathering his-

a Christ-centered, uplifting program.

Michigan

Come and meet new friends, or renew

The Michigan Boarding Academies Alumni

previous acquaintances, but most

Association invites all alumni from

of all fellowship with us while enjoy-

The South Bend Seventh-day Adventist

Adelphian, Cedar Lake, Grand Ledge,

ing Northern Michigan! Registration

Church will host its third Coronary

and Great Lakes Adventist Academies

forms will be available mid-Sept. at

Health Improvement Project (CHIP)

to Alumni Weekend Oct. 12–13 on the

www.misda.org. For more information

beginning on Thurs., Oct. 4. To register

campus of Great Lakes Adventist

and prices, contact Lyn White at the

or for more information, please call

Academy. This year’s theme is “Road

Michigan Conference at 517-316-

the church office at 574-234-3044

to Success: Motivated by a Mission.”

1570, or e-mail lwhite@misda.org.
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Announcements

PARTNERSHIP

with GOD I
Cookie
Messages
by Diane thurber

t was test week my first semester at col-

late chip cookies. I smiled, and began to

lege. Tired and stressed out, I looked

munch on a cookie (I had skipped lunch to

forward to going home to the sights, sounds,

study). Unfolding the note, I began to read,

and smells of the Christmas holidays. It

“We hope you are having a good week. We’re

couldn’t come quickly enough, but first I had

sure it is stressful with your exams. We just

to get through my exams and finish that last

wanted you to know we are praying for you.

term paper.

See you soon.”

Hearing a knock at my dorm door, I opened

My pastor, Walt Williams, and his wife Carol

it to find my R.A. She placed a package in my

wrote the note and sent the package. They

hands. “For you,” she said. I couldn’t imagine

partnered with God that week to encourage

who would send me a package the last week

the hearts of all the young people in the Spar-

of the semester. There was only an address on

tanburg (South Carolina) Church who were

the brown paper wrapper, but I smiled when I

away at school. They didn’t send a sermon,

noticed it was from my hometown.

but every bite of the cookies conveyed a car-

Unwrapping the package, I lifted the lid
on the box inside. I found a $5 bill, a handwritten note, and some homemade choco-

Vi s i t w w w. L a k e Un i o n He r a l d . o r g

ing message to me.
Diane Thurber is the Lake Union Conference
assistant communication director.
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ONE VOICE

[ Y OU N G

A D UL T S

S P E A K

T H E I R

M I N D ]

Answered Prayers
b y L o g a n S t e e ly

E

very summer my grandma spends time at her cabin, located about 20 miles outside of Ely, Minnesota. My family goes up each year to visit her, and to fish, ski, and just have fun in the water. This year was a little different.
On June 30, the first full day we were there, I had a seizure and blacked out for more than 45 minutes.

Since we do not have cell phone service at the cabin, my
grandma used a land line phone at a friend’s house across
the lake. My dad and brother carried me to the car, and
they raced to meet the ambulance coming from town. I
woke up immediately when I heard the ambulance. I didn’t
know what was going on, so I just followed the paramedics’
instructions.
They did some tests at the hospital, and I was released
about two hours later. The physicians were not sure why I
had the seizure. We returned to the cabin and I rested.
On the Fourth of July, I was feeling really bad, so we all
went back to the hospital. The doctor did a spinal
tap on me, and I was admitted overnight. Again, none of the tests were
conclusive.
On July 6, I decided to go home
with my parents. My brother and
sister planned to stay another
week. We left late in the afternoon and stopped at a hotel in
Eau Claire, Wisconsin. That
night I was tense, and I couldn’t really move. It took about an hour for
my parents to get me relaxed.
Morning came, and I felt better.
However, the spinal tap I had earlier
made me sick when I stood up for a long
time. So I got dressed and laid down. A
couple minutes later, my muscles tensed

54
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up. I yelled something out, and then I blacked out again—
another seizure.
The rescue firemen came, and it took six firemen to get
me out of the hotel room and into the rescue truck. Luckily, the hospital was across the street.
Three days went by before I woke up. My parents told
me about a lot of tests the physicians had ordered. I didn’t
know what to think. I wanted to know that I was safe, and
that I wouldn’t have another seizure. The doctors performed many tests on my nervous system and brain. They
finally made a diagnosis of Viral Encephalitis, which they
found in the left frontal area of my brain.
I was released from the hospital on July 10,
after three days in the Intensive Care Unit.
We left for my uncle’s house in Green Bay
to stay the night. My parents told me
people were praying for me all across
the country. I was still weak, but I knew
those prayers would help me. It gave
me more faith in the power of prayer.
As a result of all of this, I’m on an antiseizure medicine for awhile. The most important thing, though, is a closer relationship with God, and a stronger belief in the
power of prayer. I am thankful for all the people who were part of the prayer chain for me.
Logan Steely, of Battle Creek, Michigan, is a freshman
at Andrews University. He will receive a $100
scholarship since his article was selected for
publication.

The Lake Union Herald i s a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e .

Profiles of Youth

[ B attle

C reek A cademy ]

Camden Bowman, 17, is a senior at Battle Creek Academy.
His favorite subject was Spanish II because “there were only two
students in the class, so we were able to get a lot done in a pretty
relaxed environment. Plus, I love Spanish!”
His most memorable experience was a mission trip to Honduras last year, where Camden helped build a dormitory for an orCamden Bowman
phanage. He says, “It was really cool to get to know the kids in
the orphanage. They taught me what it meant to love your neighbor.” Camden
loved the experience so much that one day he plans to work for a disaster relief
agency in a third-world country.
The most important thing Camden has learned in academy is to “put God
first and keep going, even when you’re stressed.” And he certainly has enough to
keep him busy. Last school year, Camden was president of the National Honor
Society, pastor of the Concert Band, and director of Campus Ministries. He
presented many chapel programs, led chapel song services, and is very active in
youth ministries at church. This year he will have many more leadership opportunities.
Camden’s parents are Kristi and Michael Bowman of Augusta, Michigan, and
the Bowmans are members at the Battle Creek Tabernacle.
Kristina “Christy” Kubasiak, 17, is the daughter of Gillett
and Gary Kubasiak. She lives in Battle Creek, Michigan, and is
a member of the Urbandale Seventh-day Adventist Church.
A senior, Christy loves music and is an active participant
in the school’s extra curricular activities. She has played flute
and piccolo in the Concert Band since eighth grade. She also
Christy Kubasiak
participated in the “Children’s Christmas Program,” an event
for underprivileged community children.
Christy loves the Lord. This became evident after a mission trip to Honduras
last spring. Working with orphans and helping with building improvements
at the work site increased her enthusiasm and desire to do what God wants.
Christy says that “in order to do anything, get anywhere in life, you have to keep
God first priority.”
Determination is Christy’s greatest attribute. Her passion for excellence was
rewarded when she became a member of the National Honor Society. Christy
has been blessed with the gift of leadership. As a result, she was selected class
president each year in high school.
Christy enjoys volleyball, sports, swimming, and camping. After graduation,
she plans to study forensic science at a university close to home.
These students were selected and profiled by faculty members at their school. To recommend outstanding students
for recognition, speak with your pastor or a faculty member. Visit www.lakeunionherald.org for selection criteria.
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