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» PERSPECTIVE

BY WALTER L. WRIGHT, LAKE UNION CONFERENCE PRESIDENT

A Fond
Farewell

I have enjoyed meeting you each month in this column of the Lake Union Herald. It has been my privi-

lege to share intimate glimpses into my life and thinking. Your warm greetings were felt whenever we
met in person, and it was extremely gratifying to hear some of you say, “l never miss your editorial, and

it has been a blessing to me.”

Your moral and spiritual support helped me carry on during some very difficult times. Jackie and | have
been uplifted by your prayers and messages of encouragement while we fought the cancer fight. We know

firsthand the power of the praying saints, and our great God in Heaven has answered those prayers.

Most of you have heard by now that we are entering retirement from our official duties in administration
here at the Lake Union Conference office. We seek a more even, less stressful pace, and it seems like
just the right time to do it. We have built a house in our hometown of Germantown, Ohio, and it, along
with some of our ten grandchildren, beckon to us. You are not surprised because | have made no secret

of the fact that | am a true “Buckeye.”

The deep, burning desire during the past five years has been to see evangelism flourish throughout this
territory. It has been a joyous satisfaction to witness laity and pastors alike seize the idea and turn it into
souls for the kingdom. | was blessed to conduct two evangelistic series myself this year. | am thankful for
the support of the pastors and members in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Gary, Indiana, and the officers

and staff of the Lake Union as we sought out souls under God.

My other hope was to see Christian education strengthened. The Lord has blessed this Union by giving
us strong, qualified, spiritual leadership in the education department. | know that the program is in good
hands, and already there are signs of a re-awakening of our members to the importance and necessity of

vibrant, mission-driven schools.

I know that you will prayerfully support the one God has chosen to fill the office of Lake Union president.
I wish for him the same blessing that you have been to me during the past 11 years of service in this
Union. And so to the lllinois, Indiana, Lake Region, Michigan and Wisconsin conference families, | bid you

a fond farewell and the richest of God’s blessings as you press on to the great day of the Lord.

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen” (Revelation 22:21).

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org LAKE UNION HERALD - August 2008 3
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EW MEMBERS

ILLENEN Chuck and Louise Smith were baptized in 1981
at the Salem (Oregon) Seventh-day Adventist Church by
their pastor, Dwight Nelson. Sometime later, the Smiths
moved across the country to Florida and then in 1983 they
moved to a community in Indiana near Indianapolis. When
they arrived in Indiana, Chuck and Louise visited various
area churches, and they chose to worship at the Irvington
(Indianapolis) Church.

Reflecting on the years after their move, Chuck and
Louise say they allowed the cares of this life to lead them
away from their faith. The fellowship they had once en-
joyed with their church was no longer a part of their lives.

Then in 2007, the Smiths began to feel the wooing of
the Holy Spirit in their hearts. Chuck and Louise realized
life had taken them away
from the fellowship they had
once enjoyed with God and
His people, and they decided
to come back to their former
church. Immediately, they
were treated like a part of
the caring church family at
Irvington, as if they had just

returned from a long vaca-

After being absent from the Irvington .
Church for several years, Chuck ton.

Smith (center) and Louise Smith
(right) returned. They were treated
like part of the family, as if they had
just returned from a long vacation.
Now re-baptized, the Smiths are
pleased to be a part of a wonderful
and loving Christian congregation.
Also pictured: Fred Troxell, pastor

The Smiths’ hearts were
warmed and renewed by the
members’  friendship and
spiritual worship services,
and they decided to be re-
baptized. Today, Chuck and
Louise are very pleased to be a part of a wonderful and lov-
ing Christian congregation.

Charlotte Dodd, communications secretary, Irvington Church, as shared with
Bruce Babienco, volunteer correspondent, Lake Union Herald

IIXIENEM 1 (Cathleen Riley) grew up in the Adventist
church as a faithful member. But when I reached the age of
13, I hit “fool’s hill,” and began to live a rebellious life. In my
teenage years, I began to take part in all the worldly activi-
ties which I was taught were wrong.

After living a rebellious life for several years, I found

out I was going to have a baby. My daughter’s birth brought
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me to the most sobering event
in my life. It led me to begin a
search for something to satisfy
my heart’s cry. Day by day time
slowly went by, but I had still not
found it.

Three years into my search
for something meaningful, I de-

cided to drive home for a visit to

my mother. One Sabbath, while
Cathleen Riley was re-baptized
the Adventist church with her recently at the Irvington
Church, and joined other new
believers who committed their
There I found what I had been hearts to Jesus the same day.
Also pictured: Fred Troxell,
pastor

at my mother’s home, I attended
for the first time in seven years.

searching for—Jesus Christ as a
personal Savior.

One year later I had grown to know Christ better, and
understood how His forgiveness and grace covered me with
His righteousness. It was then that I asked Fred Troxell,
Irvington Church pastor, if I could be re-baptized.

Now, as a member of the Irvington Church, I feel com-
plete again with my husband and daughter, but most im-
portantly with Jesus Christ.

Charlotte Dodd, communications secretary, Irvington Church, as shared with
Bruce Babienco, volunteer correspondent, Lake Union Herald

SIS Kayla Falch always felt that God was impor-

tant in her life, but her search for a meaningful relationship
with Him became more serious when she was diagnosed
with cystic fibrosis. After visiting a non-denominational
Christian church with her sister, Kayla felt led to read her
Bible daily and have time for prayer. This resulted in a
transformed life; she accepted Jesus Christ as her personal
Savior. However, at this time, she was also seriously dating
Tim Hayes, who did not have any interest in religion.

Soon after giving her heart to Christ, Kayla began to
work in a restaurant with a waiter who was a Seventh-day
Adventist Christian. One day at work they had a conversa-
tion, and what he shared about his faith had a profound
impact on her. Everything he said seemed to make so much
sense. Soon they were having Bible studies, and Kayla was
baptized in the Menomonee Church.

Kayla dearly wanted Tim to share in her newfound
faith, but during the next two years of their relationship,
that just did not happen. It was only after Kayla listened to
the voice of the Holy Spirit urging her to put God first and

The Lake Union Herald is available online.



IIXIENEM | (Kayla Engle) first decided to be baptized
about two or three years ago at camp. Since then Satan has
been really attacking me. It’s been an uphill battle (with
500 pounds of luggage on my back!). But I know that every
second has been worth it to get me this far.

At the
of the school year, Gail

beginning

Macomber asked me if I
would like to take Bible
studies with her so that
I could be baptized like
I decided. T was very
surprised. I wasn’t ex-
pecting it at all, and if
I could be completely

honest, 1 wasn’t really

too excited about it. I Kayla Engle first decided to be baptized about two

or three years ago at Timber Ridge Camp. Charlie

was at a point where | ; !
Thompson, Indiana Conference youth director, was

After Kayla and Tim Hayes placed Jesus first in their lives, they moved forward
with their wedding plans. Kayla says, “Il am so thankful I chose to wait for Tim’s
conversion so we could have a Christian home.”

Tim second that Kayla was able to make her life-changing
decision. She chose to leave her relationship with Tim, the
man she dearly loved, rather than to be “unequally yoked
with an unbeliever” for life.

But God was working with Tim’s heart all during this
time! Little by little Tim became convicted he should ac-
cept the invitation that Jesus Christ was giving, and allow
God to totally lead in his life. This conviction resulted in
Tim’s studying the Bible and being baptized during June
2007.

Two months later Tim and Kayla were married. As
Kayla reflected on many of those past years and months be-
fore her marriage, she confessed, “Those were the longest
three and a half years in my life as I waited for Tim to be
baptized, and our wedding to finally take place. But God
is good, and He still answers our prayers. I am so thank-
ful T chose to wait for Tim’s conversion so we could have a
Christian home.”

Robert Mills, pastor, Menomonee Church, as told to Bruce Babienco,
volunteer correspondent, Lake Union Herald

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

didn’t really acknowl- pleased to baptize her recently.

edge God very much.

Kayla Engle (center) shared her testimony with members of the Cicero Church
before her baptism. She shared her appreciation for the Bible studies with
Gail Macomber (right) and acknowledged, “she helped me grow spiritually.”
Also pictured: Charlie Thompson, Indiana Conference youth director

This is why the studies have been such a blessing to me. If
she hadn’t asked me, I don’t know where I would be spiri-
tually today. I’ve loved spending time with her, learning all
these wonderful things. She’s helped me grow spiritually,
and I plan to keep growing until I get where I'm going.

This is a special verse for me: “A man’s heart plans his
way but the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).

Kayla Engle, member, Cicero Church
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YOUTH inAction .

Guess What I've Done!

BY MANNY OJEDA

ometimes when a child approaches us and says, “Guess what I've done!” we worry a little. In the youth tent at the

Indiana Conference Camp Meeting, we had “Guess what I've done!” experiences. This year we decided to adopt

three outreach projects.

Our first project began on Sunday
night and continued throughout the
camp meeting week. The young people
were told about the needs of children
overseas and how the Dress a Child pro-
gram collects funds and clothing for des-
titute children. This Florida-based min-
istry is coordinated by Prints of Hope, an

Diane Thurber

Adventist organization. Ninety percent
of diseases that affect children living
in third world countries are due to not
having shoes to cover their feet. This at-  ¢ap meeting.
tributes to the death of one child every
5.2 seconds. For only $6, a child is fully
clothed through this program.

During the week, the young people
surprised us by running throughout the
Indiana Academy campus and asking
whomever they encountered for dona-
tions. As an adult, this would scare me,
but the young people did it freely. To our
surprise, these young people came day by
day with wadded up money
in hand—$73, $93 and so on. God really worked,
because the youth group collected $506.25.
(Enough to provide clothes and shoes for nearly
85 children!)

The reaction that we received from the young people

involved was amazing, McKenzie Wallace told us that the
outreach activity that she participated in during camp meet-
ing was “really amazing! Just knowing that I could help put
clothes on a child’s back is amazing,” We simply challenged
them, and they surprised us by setting a high bar. There was

no fear; they took ownership of the project and met a need.

LAKE UNION HERALD

McKenzie Wallace of New Albany, Indiana, and
Dee Seikel of Cicero, Indiana, collected funds for
the Dress a Child initiative during the Indiana

Indiana young people assisted at the Second Harvest Food
Bank during camp meeting. This was one of several outreach
projects offered.

On Wednesday of camp meeting,
we took a bus full of young people to
Anderson, Indiana. There, the young
people were divided into two groups.
One group was taken to a location to
help with yard work. The second group
volunteered at the Second Harvest Food
Bank where they did one of four things:
They assisted at the office; they guided
needy people through the Food Bank fa-
cility and helped them get some food off
of the shelves; they stocked shelves; and
they put bags full of food into
waiting cars.

One thing that stood out
in my mind was the reaction
from a Food Bank assistant
who came to me and told me
that the kids were walking
around the building and pray-
ing. When the young people
delivered bags full of food
into waiting cars, they re-
ceived many smiles, and “Thank-you!” and “God bless you!”
remarks from total strangers in need.

People looked not at the youthfulness of our young peo-
ple, but at the work that they did to bring an end to a need,
and therefore 1 Timothy 4:12 rang true: “Let no one despise
your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in

conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity.”

Manny Ojeda is the pastor of the Columbus, North Vernon and Seymour
churches in Indiana.

Prints of Hope is a member of ASI (www.asiministries.org). If you would like
to learn more about the mission opportunities and initiatives offered, visit
www.printsofhope.org.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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A Trip Beyond
All Expectations

BY JIN PARK

arch 13, 2008—it felt like an eternity waiting for that day to arrive. We had planned to go back to Hon-

duras since the day last year when we said our good-byes and left the orphanage in tears as the children

waved us off. We started off our senior year with about $5,000. Our goal in order to make the trip

possible was about $18,000. As much as I had wanted to go back, doubts formed in my mind as the dismal reality of our

low account sank in. Our goal wasn’t being met as quickly as we had anticipated, but the donations slowly came in as we

continued to ask the Lord for His guidance and moved forward with our plans.

I kept questioning wheth-
er or not wed really be able
to make it back to Honduras,
but as our deadlines arrived,
so too did our funds. The
funds had not only come in
on time, but they continued
to come in clear to the day
before we left! When I found

out how much money had

come in, | realized the Lord The Battle Creek Academy group paused for a photo opportunity at the
orphanage in Honduras.

had not only provided for us,
but that it was in His will for
us to make this trip a reality.
It had been almost ex-
actly one year since I had
gone on my first mission
trip. Through God’s incred-
ible plans, I found myself,

N\ a0 |

along with the rest of my

class, boarding the ﬂight to Battle Creek Academy students and others spent as much time as they could
singing and playing with the children at the orphanage.

San Pedro, Honduras, once
again. Since it was our senior class mission trip, I was ex-
cited not only to see all of the kids at the orphanage again,
but I was also excited for the opportunity to share the ex-
perience with some of my closest friends.

Despite the fact that it had been a long day of travel-
ing, the moment we had waited and planned for the past
three and a half years finally arrived. It was only our first
day at the orphanage, yet by the end of it we already felt a

deep connection with the children. With construction in

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

the morning, vacation Bible
school programs in the af-
ternoon, kitchen and clean-
up duties, worships, as well
as shopping and sightseeing,
all of us managed to have
enough energy to squeeze in
whatever time we had left to
be with the children. While
the days quickly passed,
our hearts, as well as theirs,
spilled over with joy and ex-
citement during the time we
spent together.

The trip was beyond all of
our expectations, and wentas
smoothly as any of us could
I8 have possibly hoped for. The

“ 8 only disappointing part was
_‘A having to say our good-byes.
It has been amazing to look
back and realize how much
we accomplished within a mere 12 days. The Lord blessed
us with safety, and gave us an experience that none of us will
ever forget. Most importantly, it enabled us to grow closer
together as a class, as we were reminded of how satisfying
the simple things in life, such as friendship with those near
and far, can really be.

Jin Park graduated from Battle Creek Academy in 2008.
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+  FAMILY TIES

Growing Up Whole:
Understanding Gender

BY SUSAN E. MURRAY

s parents, teachers, family and friends, we try to help our children grow up with the skills they will need as
adults. Both boys and girls need a full repertoire of skills to develop a strong identity, to be able to achieve
what God created them to accomplish, and to develop and maintain healthy relationships. In the midst of all

this, children receive messages that are often unhelpful about what it means to be male and female today.

Femininity has long been categorized “Girls need to experience themselves as encourage them to express their opin-
around themes of cultivating beauty and subjects of their own life, not as objects of ions, defend them and hold on to their
sex appeal, developing a non-threaten- someone else’ gaze.” Mary Pipher ideas. They need skills in public speak-
ing personality and giving service. The “If we understand the sadness in boys, ing, from which they develop the courage
socialization of girls still supports a fo- we'll deal with the sadness and not have to to go from being in the crowd to being
cus toward others, emphasizing values wait to cope with their aggression.” in front.
of friendship, nurturing, understanding James Garbarino For boys, we can empower them to
emotions and pleasing others. “Boys do not ache for their fathers’ grow into men who can find satisfac-

On the other hand, boys learn the masculinity. They ache for their fathers’ tion and success in all aspects of their
characteristics associated with being hearts.” Terrence Real adult lives. We need to allow boys to
male. Some of these include strength, in- feel all their feelings and to appreciate

dependence, boldness, autonomy, loyalty and an appreciation  deep connections. They need to be part of groups that cre-

for competition. At the same time we celebrate the positive  ate norms of respect and help them develop skills in listening,

aspects, we must also challenge the characteristics thatare not  empathy and collaborating. Boys need opportunities to work

helpful to the whole development of boys. with girls in safe and respectful environments that encourage
To extend gitls’ views of themselves, here are some ways  mutual growth and understanding,

we can be helpful to girls: We can listen well and We can help by teaching boys to take responsibil-

respect them. That means focusing on what is really ity for their feelings, to take care of themselves and

important to them and getting to know who they to ask for help. We need to connect with them
really are and affirming them. We need to through activity and play. We need to be patient
honor girls’ choices as much as possible. with silences, honoring a boy’s need to choose
Valuing a girl’s ideas has a great impact on when to talk. We need to make brief state-
her self-esteem. % ments and wait. Listen. Do not lecture. Be
Gitls need new affirmations that satisfied with short conversations.
contradict the unhelpful messages they This is a much more complex issue
receive. We can teach girls that anxi- than space allows. But I invite you to con-
ety doesn’t need to immobilize them.

We should teach them about healthy

risk-taking and to endure the uncom-

sider how you are encouraging the boys and
gitls in your lives to be all that God created
them to be!

fortable feelings that overwhelm them
Susan Murray is an associate professor of family studies

who teaches behavioral science and social work at
Andrews University. She is a certified family life educator
and a licensed marriage and family therapist.

when they face situations that make them
afraid. We need to challenge the fairy tales
and happily-ever-after myths. We need to

8 August 2008 - LAKE UNION HERALD The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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(GREENS: A
Neglected Goldmine ez

CRAIG

BY WINSTON J.
other was right all along. Grandma also told us they were good for us. So why do Americans eat green
leafy vegetables only about once or twice a week? Why is lettuce the only green vegetable many Ameri-
cans ever see? Why are cabbage, broccoli and spinach rarely seen at the American dinner table, when

green vegetables are recognized as one of the most inexpensive sources of so many essential nutrients?

Low in calories, leafy vegetables
are ideal for weight management.
They are useful for reducing the
risk of cancer and heart disease,
since they are low in fat, high
in dietary fiber, and rich in
folic acid, vitamin C, potas-
sium and magnesium, as
well as containing a host
of phytochemicals such as
isothiocyanates, indoles and e 4
beta-carotene. Adding one daily serving of
green, leafy vegetables can lower the risk of cardiovascular
disease by 11 percent, as well as lower the risk of all causes
of death.

Green vegetables are rich in health-promoting fla-
vonoids and carotenoids, potent antioxidants with can-
cer-preventive properties. Cabbage, cauliflower, Brussels
sprouts and broccoli are rich in indoles and isothiocyanates,
which protect against colorectal cancer. A regular use of
green, leafy vegetables reduces the risk of stomach cancer
by 30 percent or more.

Green vegetables are also an important source of iron
and calcium for any diet. Because of their high magnesium
content and low glycemic index, green, leafy vegetables are
also valuable for persons with Type 2 diabetes. Adding one
serving per day of green, leafy vegetables can lower the risk
of diabetes about ten percent. The high level of vitamin K
in greens makes them important for the production of os-

teocalcin, a protein essential for bone health. The risk of

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

hip fracture in middle-aged women was decreased
substantially by adding a daily serving of
green, leafy vegetables.

Lutein and zeaxanthin,
carotenoids found in dark
green, leafy vegetables, are
concentrated in the mac-

ular region of the retina,

and protect against age-related

macular degeneration, the major

cause of blindness in the elderly. For

millions of children around the world,

green, leafy vegetables provide an important source of vita-
min A to prevent blindness.

Sometimes lettuce and other fresh vegetables become
contaminated. In 2006, an E. coli O157:H7 outbreak, as-
sociated with contaminated bagged baby spinach, resulted
in 205 confirmed illnesses and three deaths. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) investigators reported the outbreak
was probably caused by irrigation water contaminated with
cattle feces, grazing deer or wild pigs on the ranch.

Green, leafy vegetables provide good nutrition in a va-
riety of colors from bluish-green kale to bright kelly-green
spinach. Young plants with small, tender leaves have a mild
flavor, while many mature plants have tougher leaves and
stronger flavors. Collards, Swiss chard, bok choy and spin-
ach provide a mild flavor, while arugula and mustard greens
have a stronger peppery flavor.

Winston Craig, Ph.D., R.D., is a professor of nutrition at Andrews University.
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= GRACE
The Women

BY DICK DUERKSEN

he first to look into Christ’'s empty tomb were “the women.” A woman, His mother Mary, taught Him the stories

of Moses, Aaron, David and Jehoshaphat.

“The women” cared for His meals on the road. They
brought their children to Him and stayed for the stories
around village wells.

“The women” listened, believed, were healed and then
shouted for their neighbors to come.

It was true in Palestine, and it’s still true in Michigan, in
Mozambique and everywhere else around the world. “The
women” are still core to communicating the gospel.

Take Mozambique, for instance.

In this East African country the
women carry an empty five-gallon
container three to five kilometers
to a community water hole where
they talk with friends, fill the buck-
ets and then walk home with five
golden gallons perched exquisitely
on their heads.

Hauling water is just one small
part of their day. They plant crops,
hoe weeds, tend children, gather food, cook the daily meal,
wipe runny noses, scrounge clothes and deal with father
whenever he’s home.

Only 17 percent of Mozambique women can read and
write their own names. They’ve been too busy carrying
little brothers and sisters on their backs, raking the dirt in
front of their reed huts, and fulfilling a hundred other tasks
Mom delegated their way.

But a glacier of tradition is washing away in Mozam-
bique.

The South Africa/India Ocean Division of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church has placed the needs of Mozambique
at the top of their “to do” list and has enlisted support from
Maranatha Volunteers International and Hope for Hu-
manity to help meet those needs. This includes a thousand
new church/community centers, a thousand wells, eight
schools, numerous health clinics and a literacy program for

“the women.”

LAKE UNION HERALD

Hundreds of village women are attending literacy class-
es in spacious new Maranatha church/community centers.
These buildings are home to Bible study, worship, wells, lit-
eracy and health.

“The women” are learning the basics in these build-
ings—the sounds and swirls of alphabet letters, how simple
everyday words look on a blackboard, and how to copy those
shapes and words into their cherished school notepads.

Taught by literacy instructors
whose training is funded by Hope for
Humanity, women meet three after-
noons each week—after the chores
are done.

These women are serious, and

nothing interrupts the flow of learn-
ing. The chief’s wife Imo nurses
their youngest daughter as her chalk
squeaks the day’s lesson across the
school’s blackboard. Beside her an-

other mum wraps a child closer as she sounds out a new set

c
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of squiggles. It’s multi-tasking for the future!

Outside the building Maranatha volunteers are drill-
ing a well, a well that will bring fresh water close to home
and save each of “the women” several hours each day. Time
enough to study!

Several times Jesus had to slow His male disciples down
and ask them to care for the needs of the mothers and chil-
dren. That’s happening in Mozambique as more and more
women move to the forefront of ministry. They're reading
the Sabbath school lessons, sounding out the names in Luke
and John, and leading praise songs with the children.

It’s ministry like in Bible times. For the future!

Dick Duerksen is the official storyteller for Maranatha Volunteers
International. Readers may contact Dick at dduerksen@maranatha.org.

To learn more about Maranatha Volunteers International’s projects visit www.
maranatha.org; to learn more about Hope for Humanity projects visit www.
hope4.com.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.



Agents of Ho

BY CYNTHIA AND J.W. WARREN

othing is more discouraging than to be the object of judgmental responses by members of the Body of
Christ for our own personal moral failings and improprieties. Although any departure from the righteous-
ness and character of Christis an offense to Heaven itself, (“*Nothing impure will ever enter it” Revelation

21:27 NIV), we must not frustrate Christ’s passion to serve, embrace and forgive the erring.

“The Lord is righteous; he [alone] does no
wrong” (Zephaniah 3:5 NIV, adapted). Our per-
sonal experience affirms what the Bible teaches,
that professors, pastors, presidents,
prophets and perfectionists
have “all sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23 NIV; Zepha-
niah 3:4 NIV). Even delib-
erate and intentional un-
righteousness should
not be surprising in
light of Jeremiah’s
“The
heart is deceitful above all things and

observation,

beyond cure. Who can understand it>”

(Jeremiah 17:9 NIV) Whatever the reason, everyone at
times of personal failure may claim in faith the iron-clad
promises of God’s forgiveness and restoration. God de-
clares, “For I will [even] forgive your [deliberate] wicked-
ness and [seriously,] I will remember your [willful] sins no
more” (Jeremiah 31:34 NIV, adapted). What compassion
and love! Unmerited forgiveness and a clean slate!

In the Bible’s famous sexual purity debate, Jesus con-
firmed God’s opinion of those who stand in the way of His
compassion for sinners. The command is clear, “If any of
you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at the
[sinner]” (John 8:7 NIV, adapted).

Ellen White adds, “While [Jesus] does not palliate sin,
nor lessen the sense of guilt, He seeks not to condemn but

to save. The [synagogue leaders] had ... only contempt and

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

scorn, but Jesus speaks words of comfort and hope. ...
While the Pharisees denounce, Jesus bids, ‘Go, and
sin no more” (The Desire of Ages, p. 462, adapted).
This encouraging narrative offers
key lessons. First, we should ac-
knowledge that conviction of
sin is not our work, but the
work of the Holy Spirit. Our
work is to love and encourage

with compassion and sym-

L2

sin confessed is completely deleted from the record. Third,

pathy. Second, we can
offer hope with the
assurance that for-
giveness is gen-
erously extended

to all, and that every

through our own testimony and acts of encouragement we
offer hope of a better life through the power of the resur-
rected Christ by the indwelling Spirit. Fourth, we continue
to pray for God’s power and blessings that they may experi-
ence victory in Jesus.

When we are quick to censure, judge and condemn, we
reveal that our characters are more like that old serpent, the
devil—the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12). How
much better to pattern our lives after the example of Je-
sus—and to offer the prayer, “Lord, make me an instrument
of thy peace...” (St. Francis of Assisi)

Cynthia and J.W. Warren co-founded Spring Hope Ministries to celebrate

and promote the joys and benefits of the Adventist lifestyle. They have three
children and reside in Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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g Seeds and

Warming Hearts

BY DIANE THURBER

n June, more than ten inches of rain fell on much of Indiana, causing evacuations, flooded highways, and sub-

merged homes, businesses and farmlands. At last count 41 counties qualified for federal assistance, and shelters

overflowed with homeless individuals.

As State representatives and the
Indiana Voluntary Organizations Ac-
tive in Disaster president Kevin Cox
scrambled to finalize disaster response
plans, Kevin thoughtof Kathryn Ratliff,
Adventist Community Services Disas-
ter Response (ACS DR) Indiana coor-
dinator. Kevin needed an organization
to manage a site where donations for
flood victims would be collected, orga-

nized and distributed to agencies help-

Bottled water, such as the pallets donated by Nestlé,
are in constant demand. From left: Kathryn Ratliff,

ACS DR Indiana coordinator; Gary Thurber, Indiana

DR volunteers from the Carolina,
Georgia-Cumberland and Kentucky-
Tennessee conferences also assisted
as plans were made to undertake the
monumental state-wide project. Joe
Watts, ACS DR National director,
also provided input and support.
Donations soon arrived from com-
panies such as Nestlé, Coca-Cola and
Feed the Children. Indiana Seventh-
day Adventists responded to the needs

e LaieBainaterald. ang
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ing flooded counties. So Kevin called
Kathryn, who had notified him of her

willingness to coordinate a local county

Cumberland coordinator

distribution site. Kevin had another idea—a warehouse for
the entire state.

As Kathryn looked out her front door, she saw flood
waters inching closer and was concerned about losing her
own home. However, she and her husband Clarence quickly
packed a few personal care items, pillows and sleeping bags,
ACS DR ID badges, and navy pants and “We Care” T-
shirts—the uniform worn by all ACS DR volunteers. The
Ratliffs’ neighbors pleaded with them to stay, since they were
familiar with the type of help their church offers. But Kath-
ryn had already committed to assist with the larger endeavor.
She said, “It was difficult [to leave our neighbors and home],
Y but we just had to trust the Lord to take care
of our home. ... We knew we could help more
people at the warehouse.”

Racing against menacing flood waters, Kath-
ryn and Clarence made their way to Indianapo-
lis before streets and highways were impassable. Kathryn
mobilized Indiana ACS DR volunteers to assist at the ware-
house, located at 6075 Lakeside Blvd., in Indianapolis. ACS
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Conference president; Clarence Ratliff, ACS DR
Indiana volunteer; and Terry Haight, ACS DR Georgia-

at a special collection during the Indi-
ana Camp Meeting. And sometimes
residents just stopped by the ware-
house after learning about needs from the media. One little
girl brought in five dollars, in an assortment of dollar bills
and coins, because she “wanted to help someone in need.”

The State appreciates the ACS DR volunteers. Isaac E.
Randolph Jr, executive director of the Office of Faith-Based
and Community Initiatives, remarked to Gary Thurber, In-
diana Conference president, on one occasion when Isaac vis-
ited the warehouse, “You've got a great crew here. They've
been so self-sacrificing and very professional.” Isaac envi-
sions the Seventh-day Adventists providing training for oth-
er faith-based congregations. He said, “Many have the desire
to help, they just don’t know what to do.”

Clarence realizes what the volunteers are doing has eter-
nal consequences. He told Gary, “Our job is to plant the
seeds, to go out and warm the hearts up, and then your pas-
tors can take over.”

Diane Thurber is the assistant communication director of the Lake Union
Conference.

The Adventist ACS DR volunteers concluded their flood relief efforts at the
warehouse on July 18.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.



ES JESUS

POR CARMELO MERCADO

“Desde su trono, el Cordero saludard al obrero fiel y al alma salvada por su labor y los conducird al drbol de

la vida y a la fuente de aguas vivas. ;Con qué gozo contemplard el siervo de Cristo esos redimidos, que podrdn

compartir la gloria de su Redentor!” (Joyas de los Testimonios, tomo 2, pag. 264).

n el afio 1969 tuve el privilegio de asistir a mi primera campafia evangelistica, la que se llevé a cabo en el Bronx,

en la ciudad de Nueva York. La campafia se realizd en una carpa y hubo muy buena asistencia. Lo que mds me

impresiond de ese evento fue el evangelista, que predicaba con mucho entusiasmo y poder.

Recuerdo muy bien los llamados que
hacfa y cudnta gente respondfa. Segui
asistiendo todas las noches y al final hubo
un gran bautismo con un buen nimero
de personas. Esa fue la primera vez que
vi a tantas personas entrar en las aguas
bautismales. Lo que mds recuerdo de
esa ocasion es el ver los rostros de los
candidatos al salir del bautisterio. Se
vefan tan sonrientes y felices, como si ese
dia fuese el mais feliz de sus vidas.

Ya en pocos dias las iglesias hispanas
de nuestra Unién y de la Divisién
Norteamericana participardn en la
gran campafia llamada La Esperanza es
Jestis, la que serd transmitida por medio del canal oficial
de la Iglesia Adventista, Esperanza TV, desde la ciudad de
Chicago del 10 al 17 de agosto de este afio. No hay duda
alguna que el Sefior ha dirigido el establecimiento de este
evento tan especial. Doy gracias al Sefior porque las iglesias
de la ciudad de Chicago, los pastores y los dirigentes de
las asociaciones de Illinois y Lake Region han unido sus
esfuerzos en preparacién para este evento. Han dedicado
muchos meses para hacer contactos, entrenar a laicos, dar
estudios biblicos y distribuir literatura y volantes. También

han pasado muchas horas en oracién. Todo este esfuerzo

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

estd ahora llegando a su culminacién. Y
la pregunta es spor qué? ;Por qué gastar
miles de délares y poner tanto esfuerzo
en esta campafia? Para mi la razén se
encuentra en Mateo 9:36-38: “Y cuando
vio las multitudes, tuvo compasion de ellas; porque
estaban acosadas y desamparadas como ovejas que
1o tienen pastor. Entonces dijo a sus discipulos: ‘A
la verdad, la mies es mucha, pero los obreros son
pocos. Rogad, pues, al Sefior de la mies, que envie
obreros a su mies.”

En esta hora de tanta incertidumbre
el mundo necesita mds que nunca recibir
nuestro mensaje de esperanza. Millones
de personas estin preocupados por su
bienestar y el de sus familiares y buscan la solucién a sus
inquietudes. Al enfrentar esta crisis de hambre espiritual,
Dios nos llama a hacer todo sacrificio que sea necesario
para guiar a estas personas a los pies de Jests. No hay duda
que cuando llegue el dia de sus bautismos y cuando todos
lleguemos al trono de Dios, tendremos la misma reaccién—

rostros sonrientes porque el Sefior nos ha redimido.
Carmelo Mercado es el vicepresidente general de la Unién del Lago.

Nota: Para obtener mas informacién sobre la campana vaya al sitio web
www.laesperanzaesjesus.org.
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BY KASEY

MCFARLAND

even years of wandering—hungry, dirty, alone and wallowing in the filth of the unclean, feeding scraps to the

scavenging swine. Nothing for me—not even the husks of the pods. I know the pain of starvation—of realizing

I've wasted my inheritance and enslaved myself as a keeper of the unclean. Stubbornly resisting the invitations

to turn back to my father, I've lost so much. Does anyone care?

I hear his voice. I see the comforts of home. I think of
my brother. The sounds of praise and adoration from my
father’s servants in the fields are ringing in my ears. Starv-
ing and humbled, I realize my father’s servants have all the
food they can eat. I will go to my father and confess my sin.
I cannot presume to be his daughter again. No, I've gone

too far for that! I'll ask him to make me a servant.
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Weak and determined, I place one dirty bare foot in front
of the other, and begin the long humiliating journey. I won-
der about love. Does my father’s love mean he will love me
when it is convenient? Does he only love me when I behave
properly, but when I don’t, he’ll turn away?> Does he love
me when I am useful, but when I fail he’ll turn to another?

Does he love me when I make him proud, but when I dis-

The Lake Union Herald is available online.




I SQUANDERED MY SUBSTANCE, THE LOVE OF MY FAMILY, AND NEARLY MY

OWN LIFE ON AN EXPENSIVE AND DESTRUCTIVE DANCE WITH THE DEVIL.

appoint him, he’ll withdraw his love? Does his love waver,
bend or break? Does his love hurt, desert or require? I hope
for alove beyond belief. But even if it exists, I don’t deserve
it—not after what I've done.

The outline of my father’s house on the horizon immo-
bilizes my blistered and throbbing feet. He’s there, stand-
ing by the gate. That’s his robe, white and clean, shining
brightly in the noonday sun. It’s as if he has been waiting for
me to come home. Surely not, why would he?

I take a cleansing breath. My heart begins to pound in
my chest as I realize he’s not standing, he’s running—arms
outstretched to embrace me. Tears spill from my eyes as he
wraps me in his arms. Weeping, he kisses me as I try to blurt
out my rehearsed speech. “I'm sorry. I have sinned against
you. I have wasted my inheritance. I am no longer worthy
to be your daughter.”

I'm interrupted by his exuberant commands to his ser-
vants, “Bring the best, cleanest, whitest robe. Bring new
sandals. Place my signet ring on her finger.”

“But ... but...” I try to continue my speech, but it gets lost
in his commands to make a sacrifice and prepare a feast. ...
In my honor? Did I hear right?

My thoughts are jumbled as I try to understand my fa-
ther’s love. It is not earned, not deserved, not convenient or
proud. It is unchangeable. He loves me because he chooses
to love me. My father is love. And his unexpected actions
are an expression of his love toward me. I begin to see it
clearly for the first time.

The story of the prodigal daughter (son) is one the Holy
Spirit brought to mind repeatedly as I wandered for seven
of the longest years of my life. During that time, I squan-
dered my substance, the love of my family, and nearly my
own life on an expensive and destructive dance with the
devil. Jesus began drawing me back to Him gradually, but
the journey home really began after the birth of our second
son in September 2002. I experienced what the birth of a
child did to a heart, and I realized the unwavering love of

a parent.

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

On April 17,2006, at the Women’s Ministries Retreat at
Camp Au Sable, I finally rededicated my life to Jesus and
entered into the gates of my Father’s house. Through the
healing effects of His Word, and the love and care I re-
ceived from other women, my Father gave me the bread I
had been craving, the balm I needed for my bruised and
broken heart, and the living water that soothed my soul.

Each time the thought came to me that I couldn’t go back,
the Holy Spirit reminded me that my Father was waiting
and watching with open arms, ready each moment to wrap
me in His embrace and welcome me home.

Finally, T was right where I needed to be. I depended on
His mercy and love, because I knew I had no goodness of
my own to offer.

There were so many of my Father’s servants involved
in my journey home: the Health and Temperance leader
whose exercise class brought me into the church doors
without pressure or threat; my husband’s aunt who invited
me to the class and attended with me so I wouldn’t feel un-
comfortable; the women’s ministries leader who invited me
to the retreat and made me feel welcomed and comfortable
about accepting the invitation; the Women’s Ministries
Board members and the amazing speakers whose love for
Jesus and concern for women were more than evident; and,
finally, the women I met whose pain and joy mingled into a
portrait of my own experience.

Now I have the joy of serving my Father. I eat from His
table and am satisfied. However, I am not just my Father’s
servant, I am also His daughter. I serve Him with love be-
cause He first loved me.

My Father has so many beautiful servants whose efforts
were a symphony of love, composed to draw the soul of one
lost prodigal daughter. If you are a prodigal daughter, wast-
ing your inheritance in a far country, please go home. Go
home to your Father’s house. He is waiting for you with
open arms.

Kasey McFarland is a member of the Women'’s Ministries Board in the
Michigan Conference.
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BY KAREN PEARSON

o one liked Margot. She stood taller than any other girl in fifth grade and was stronger and meaner than

anyone I'd ever met. She arrived like a whirlwind soon after the school year began. Her fierce red hair

and freckles were enough to get her noticed, but it was her meanness that proved most memorable.

Pencils vanished, erasers and crayons snapped in two,
and spit wads flew through the air with marksman-like
precision. She seemed to enjoy being obnoxious. Even the
soft-spoken Miss Walton sounded exasperated as cries of

P

“Margot!” punctuated the once peaceful classroom. Recess
became a nightmare, for Margot ruled the playground like a
tyrant. Even the boys seemed intimidated.

In those days, needlepoint was still taught in school,
and it was my favorite class. Every Wednesday afternoon
Miss Vera taught us the intricacies of satin stitch and stem
stitch as we embroidered tray cloths and pillow slips. As we
stitched, she spoke to us about the roses in her garden and
the books she loved to read. “Remember girls,” she'd say,
“the only thing you can take to Heaven with you is your
character.” I glanced pointedly at Margot bent over her tray
cloth. She won't have much to take, 1 thought.

One week Margot fell ill and missed needlepoint class.
As we sat stitching someone mentioned her name, and soon
we all shared our Margot horror stories. After we'd finished,
we waited to hear what Miss Vera would say. Threading a
needle she said thoughtfully, “Margot has such beautiful
handwriting.”

With those gentle words, Miss Vera did more than just
find something nice to say about Margot. She showed us
how to be kind. Instead of a reprimand, she quietly dem-
onstrated how to love, and in the process gave us a glimpse
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of Christ’s loveliness. No one had ever shown me so clearly
what it meant to be like Jesus.

We finished out the school year, and I completed my
tray cloth. Miss Vera said my lumpy daffodil showed po-
tential. Margot never returned to school, and memories of
our troubled classmate eventually faded. As I grew older,
however, I discovered a world full of Margots—wounded
hearts in a wounded world—searching desperately for ev-
idence of love. How do we reach these women? And the
others? Single moms struggling to raise toddlers and teens;
lonely women longing to know they matter to someone;
tired women everywhere, who need a word of hope and en-
couragement.

Kind words are a balm for broken hearts. While not as
glamorous as the public ministries of preaching or singing,
kindness quietly reveals Christ’s heart of love to the hurting
women around us. As we minister in kindness an incred-
ible power is freed to work within our own hearts, bringing
healing and transforming our characters. Then, when we
come across someone who may be harder to love, we are
able to take a closer look. Perhaps, like Margot, they may
have beautiful handwriting.

Karen Pearson is the communication director of the Lake Union Conference
Women’s Ministries Board, and she is an administrative assistant in the
Department of Communication at Andrews University.
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BY Z. KATHY CAMERON

omen’s ministries first began in the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the 1890s. Since that time,

the need for a special ministry for and by women has become more evident. Today, if you travel

throughout the Lake Union Conference, you will find women with different ministry gifts who

serve through teaching, the arts, speaking, giving Bible studies, and in less obvious ways through prayer, a smile, giving a

shoulder to cry on or just taking the time to listen. Some serve by making phone calls, driving neighbors to appointments,

holding cooking classes, health screenings and much more. We recognize through all the various ministries of the church,

God has chosen to give women special gifts of ministry to serve. Here are a few ways we see the Lord working through

women in ministry.

ENRICHING RETREAT
OPPORTUNITIES

Each conference hosts annual weekend or one-day women’s
retreats. Some are held at hotels, others at camps or confer-
ence centers. Whether in elegant or primitive settings, these
retreats offer more than social interaction and a break from
responsibilities. Women who attend are nurtured, enriched,
challenged, inspired and encouraged to help others enjoy a

similar journey.

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

One woman was impressed at a retreat by a “Friendship
Evangelism” seminar presented by Staci Osterman. The
woman later remarked, “It’s interesting, because this was the
same method Jesus used during His ministry on this Earth.
Before He saved anyone, He drew that person to Him, min-
istered to his or her needs, and befriended them. When they
realized what Jesus was like, He asked them to follow Him. ...
[The] workshop inspired me to constantly be on the watch

for the opportunities we are given to witness to others. I have
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to say that it changed my perspective on socializing—1 just
don’t want to have temporal friends on this Earth, but I want
to make friends for eternity.”

Kimberly Purvis, Michigan Conference women’s ministries
director, received a note from a woman who wrote, “I have
renewed direction, hope, and tools to make positive changes,
and T've learned that I need to give God complete control of
my life.”

Another wrote, “My husband always notices a difference
in me after retreats. I always learn so much, and my life is
changed in some small way every year for the better.”

Our members appreciate these retreats, but they are not
the only ones. A number of our friends from the community
look forward to these times of fellowship and spiritual growth

each year.

CARING FOR SINGLE MOMS

Single moms have a special place in God’s heart and sev-
eral conferences are now offering an annual single moms and
kids retreat. These events provide a mini-vacation for single
moms and their children. The retreats are subsidized by the
conferences, and most attendees are fully sponsored by their
local churches or individual benefactors to a weekend oasis.

At the Indiana Conference retreat for single moms and
kids, the moms especially enjoy the annual Friday Plus Lunch,
a time when they can escape for some social time together
while the Timber Ridge Camp staff cares for their children.
Back at the camp, the moms also receive special treatment,
household gifts, food items, and creative workshops and
ideas. These retreats provide support, and many moms form
lasting friendships with one another and stay in contact fol-

lowing the retreat.

BUILDING AND RESTORING

RELATIONSHIPS
Throughout the day, Lake Union women are finding hurt-

ing and bruised women with whom to share the compassion-
ate love of Jesus. They may encourage a friend experiencing
the loss of a loved one, direct women to resources to cope
with abuse or a crumbling marriage, or assure a disheartened
friend that our caring God is still leading.

Time invested in relationships is truly making a difference.
Healing begins when hurting and bruised women experience
loving words from compassionate hearts as Lake Union wom-
en partner with Jesus. A note from one grateful heart reads,
“Your ongoing kindness is very encouraging, and your ability

to subdue the threats that accompany the storms of life are in-
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spirational. I am grateful for the opportunity to know you....”

The women’s ministries team in the Illinois Conference
realizes that it may be difficult to touch the lives of everyone
who may be hurting, but they have determined to send a car-
ing message to those who have, for one reason or another, be-
come discouraged and are missing from our fellowship. One
way they accomplish this is by sending each one a complimen-
tary copy of the magazine, Women of Spirit.

Heart Call, another reclamation ministry, seeks to recon-
nect women to Jesus Christ and fellowship with His church.
In the Michigan Conference, 30 churches are currently in-
volved in this outreach ministry. One church has reclaimed
seven women, one of whom was away for 20 years. It is es-
timated that in Michigan alone more than 100 women have
been reclaimed through the Heart Call program.

In the Wisconsin Conference, women are establishing last-
ing friendships through Bible studies and by seeking opportu-

nities to meet people’s needs in their community.

WITNESSING IN THE WORKPLACE

Jenny Tillay, a hospital chaplain in her 20s, has been sur-
prised by the openness of her patients and their families. “In
a crisis everything slows down and the simplest things acquire
such meaning,” she reports. “I am always amazed how much
a comforting word, a quiet presence and an uplifting prayer
can mean to a person whose world has just tumbled down
around them. In my work as a hospital chaplain, I love being
able to walk alongside others in their spiritual journeys. ... If [
have learned anything in the hospital, it is that none of us are
granted tomorrow—today is it. My life needs to reflect this
fact. Ministering in or out of the hospital must be my first
priority. I am honored to be able to spend some time with our
ever-faithful friend, Jesus Christ!”

NURTURING YOUNG GIRLS

Teen and mother-daughter retreats are offered by several
of the conferences to provide an opportunity for Christian
fellowship and mentoring. (Read about the recent Lake Re-
gion Conference-sponsored teen retreat on page 28.)

The Purity Circle (friends helping friends live pure) was
established in the Michigan Conference two years ago. Based
on a program authored by Dora Isaac Weithers, a certified
Christian counselor, this ministry encourages young women
age ten and above to “find the trail that leads to godly wom-
anhood.” The curriculum includes 12 lessons with topics like:

» »

“You Have Been Chosen,” “Understanding Purity,” “Your So-
cial Posture,” and “Know When to Run.” (Read more about

The Lake Union Herald is available online.



this initiative at wwwlakeunionherald.org in the August
2008 issue online.)

PRAYING FOR POWER

Prayer initiatives are happening throughout our region.
Women are setting aside specific times and designated places
to pray. They are praying for leaders in ministry and leaders
in their community. They are holding prayer breakfasts and
conducting training events on how to pray. Kimberly Purvis
says, “It is our desire to empower women to make prayer an
important part of their daily life.”

Just this year at camp meeting, Monique Gilbert of the
Owosso (Michigan) Church purchased a new book, The Radi-
cal Prayer. She read the book and pleaded with God for answers
to some challenging situations she was facing. She marveled
at the Lord’s quick response to her prayers that very week.
Monique discovered the power of prayer and now is excited
for others to experience it. (Read Monique’s camp meeting
miracle story at wwwlakeunionherald.org in the online Au-
gust 2008 issue.)

OUR UNIQUE CALLING

Woman are able to be effective in situations and areas
where perhaps it may not be possible, or appropriate, for a
man to venture. I'm encouraged by these words: “The Lord
has a work for women as well as for men. They may take their
places in His work at this crisis, and He will work through
them. If they are imbued with a sense of their duty, and labor
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, they will have just the
self-possession required for this time. The Savior will reflect
upon these self-sacrificing women the light of His counte-
nance. ... They come close to the hearts of those whom men
can not reach. Their labor is needed. ... The refining, soften-
ing influence of Christian women is needed in the great work

of preaching the truth” (Evangelism, pp. 464, 471).

I encourage you to pray and ask God to lead you where
He wants you to serve. Allow Him to draw you close, then
take every opportunity He gives you to reach out and touch
someone for Christ!

Contact the women’s ministries director of your church or
speak with your local pastor and be ready to be an instrument
in God’s hands.

Z. Kathy Cameron is the women’s ministries director of the Lake Union
Conference.

Note: The Seventh-day Adventist Church in North America and the World
Church women’s ministries departments have published initiatives for

our churches to help coordinate their women’s ministries efforts. These
initiatives are available at www.lakeunion.org in the August 2008 issue.
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR WOMEN
August 15-17, 2008

August 23, 2008

September 19-21, 2008

October 3-5, 2008

October 10-12, 2008

November 7-9, 2008

September 25-27, 2009



UPCOMING EVENTS FOR MEN

September 6, 2008
v/ v/
Men’s and Women’s
September 20, 2008 [ [ n
Ministries Resources
Books and other resources for men’s and women’s ministries, or for
personal growth, are available at www.adventistbookcenter.com, or at
October 16-18, 2008 your local Adventist Book Center, and at AdventSource, www.advent-

source.org. Some resources are also available in French, Portuguese and
Spanish.

Training resources for women’s ministries in the local church are also
available at www.nadwm.org and www.wm.gc.adventist.org.

Visit www.emale.org for training resources for men’s ministries in the

local church.
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The Men

BY DICK DUERKSEN

he parking lot was filled with millions of dollars in tractors, combines and trucks. It was the annual Men’s Minis-

try Weekend, and the guys were prepared to kick tires.

Lots of good happens at these weekend retreats. Men
sing boisterous songs and tearful ones. Men study Bible
men like Samson, Solomon, Daniel and Timothy, and Bi-
ble women like Lois, Mary, Sarah and Rebekkah. Men eat
hearty meals, tons of salad and all the desserts. And men
talk trucks, transmissions, load factors and wheels versus
tracks. Then they return to the dessert table and argue over
whether Brett Favre’s cross-the-grain passes were as good
as John Elway’s.

A “Men’s Ministries Weekend” is just that, a safe place
for men to be themselves while talking about where their
lives fit into God’s ministry.

Sometimes the conversations are practical—focusing on
the role of Christian men in a local congregation, Christian
men at home and Christian men at work. Sometimes the
topics are theological—Sabbath, planning for death or un-
derstanding the sanctuary. Always the weekend is personal,
a time when men relax enough to share glimpses of their
temptations in exchange for support in finding God’s solu-
tions.

One year my wife joined me at these weekends. I led the
presentations and then Brenda would answer questions, “to
set the record straight.” The men loved her and probed her
on several subjects that are never discussed in church.

One weekend stands tallest in my men’s ministry memo-
ry, all because of a man I'll call Frank.

It was Sabbath afternoon, and the men were in small
groups discussing the challenges they face as Christian men
in an un-Christian world. After 30 minutes of dialogue the
group came back together for an open discussion.

We talked about church board meetings and getting over
the anger we sometimes feel toward power-hungry members.

We discussed what to say when coming home “later than

she was expecting me to come home.”

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

We practiced saying, “I'm sorry.”

Then Frank raised his hand. Frank was about 35, wavy
red hair, great full beard, jeans and a plaid wool shirt. T rec-
ognized him, and he stood, like a mountain of muscles in a
room full of gladiators.

“I’'ve been having some trouble with the women,” Frank
began. “I like looking at ‘em. I like looking a lot.”

Frank’s words sucked the air from the room, leaving ev-
eryone unable to breathe.

“They look good on the poles. I know, ‘cause I've spent a
lot of time at the clubs and watched ‘em dance and stuff.”

No one breathed—like when an old nightmare is crawl-
ing out from under the bed.

“But about three months ago I learned about Jesus. Y all
know how He did with the women? He treated ‘em like
queens, like Cinderellas in waiting, like we'd all like our
daughters to be treated.”

Frank paused, and looked slowly around at each pair of
eyes.

“Well, I've been clean now for three months, Jesus help
me! And I've discovered that the ladies look best with
clothes on!”

Frank sat down.

The room burst into the hoots, hollers, cheers and whis-
tles that can only come from a hunkering of men who are
giving a standing ovation to a brother.

Frank let the chaos of understanding quiet a bit, then he
stood, tears moistening his red beard.

“Pray for me, fellows,” Frank wiped his nose with a large
handkerchief and then continued. “God’s really working
with me, and I know we’re gonna win this one.”

Dick Duerksen is the official storyteller for Maranatha Volunteers
International. Readers may contact Dick at dduerksen@maranatha.org.
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BY WALTER L. WRIGHT

en!

hat’s it! Adventist-men. I was privileged to pastor a church many years ago that had a large number of men

in the membership. The professions ranged from university professors to auto mechanics, from dentists

to painters, and from clergy to building contractors. One of the men came up with the idea of forming a

men’s ministry to serve the needs of these men, and also to serve the greater needs of the church and community. Thus,

the Frank Loris Peterson Society of Adventist Men was launched. It was called “A-men!” for short.

The idea was to mentor young men and model before
them how a Christian man should conduct himself in ser-
vice to God and our fellow man. The components of this
ministry were spiritual, social, charitable and evangelistic.
Each new man or boy coming into the church was taken
under the wings of this group, trained and ministered to.

I shall never forget one of our annual events was the Sun-
day morning breakfast honoring the ladies of our church
and the female guests they brought along. The men were
very formal, even wearing top hats and carrying walking
canes. When a lady drove up in her car, one of these men
stepped forward, helped her from the car, parked that car
and returned the keys.

The men prepared, served and cleaned up after the meal.
Ladies were only allowed to enjoy. It was a high day. Much
to our surprise, on clearing the tables, we discovered that
the ladies had secretly conspired to leave bowls of cash tips
on each table! This money was accepted into the treasury to
further the work of A-men!

There was a banquet each year to help raise more funds
for the ministry. Scholarships were given; I should say they
were earned. Young people, both male and female, took
part in A-men! projects like painting or cleaning an el-

derly person’s home. Lawns were mowed, trash removed
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and meals prepared for widows and single parents. A-men!
provided scholarships for each participating student in Ad-
ventist Christian education.

In the membership meetings there was such an air of
comfort that any man could speak of his needs, whether
they were domestic, economic or spiritual. These times
were very uplifting and affirming, and they served to keep
us focused on the mission. Men were winning men to the
Lord Jesus Christ. The group included many church elders
and deacons, and reminded us of the first group of seven
chosen by the apostles to serve the needs of the widows and
orphans (see Acts 6:1-6).

The men found new meaning in being church members.
Young men were taught that ladies are to be respected and
loved, not used and abused. Methods were taught on how
to share a personal witness. I learned a rich lesson: There is
nothing a Christian woman admires more than a man who
conducts himself in the Spirit of Christ.

One little lady in our church said to me, “Pastor, where
were all these kinds of men when I came along?”

I responded, “Sister, we can’t fix the past, but we are defi-
nitely working on the future!” Amen and a big A-men!
Walter L. Wright recently retired as president of the Lake Union Conference.

He returns to lay ministry where it all began after 38 years of service to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.



BY GARY BURNS

t a general staff meeting on June 9, Walter L. Wright, president of the

Lake Union Conference, announced his retirement, effective June 30.

Coming from a strong Wright family legacy of ministry,
and inspired by working with C.D. Brooks in public evange-
lism, Walter began his pastoral ministry as a lay pastor in his
home church in Germantown, Ohio. His rich musical heri-
tage and ministry experience traveling and singing with the
Wright Family Singers, managing the Germantown Church
Choir, and serving as the host of his brother Harold’s live
weekly television program on WHIO-TV in Dayton, Ohio,
had a profound effect on his pastoral ministry. Media pro-
fessionals are amazed at his natural, unscripted, one-take
ability in front of the camera, and music is as natural to him
as breathing. One never knows when he will break into song.
As one of his signature songs says, it’s “Something Within.”

Encouraged by his Bible worker mother and Adventist
education supporting father, Walter applied to Emmanuel
Missionary College after graduation from Germantown
High. One would find it hard to believe that this gifted pas-
tor, family life educator, union president, hospital system
chairman and university vice chair was accepted and later
denied when his picture arrived at admissions. Undeterred
on his quest for an education, and with his emerging reputa-
tion as “a man of joy,” he entered The Ohio State University
and then established a successful career as a contract negoti-
ator for Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio.

Known by his colleagues as “the preacher,” Walter’s desk
was a gathering point for co-workers, and he was recognized
by his superior as the source of improved office morale. After
several of his co-workers accepted Jesus and were baptized,
Walter resigned his civil position to enter full-time pastoral
ministry. He continued to pastor full time and commute be-
tween home and Andrews University in 1973 to attend the
Seminary “smorgasbord style.”

After completing his M.Div. at Trinity Theological Semi-

nary, the country preacher was transferred to an inner-city
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church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where the streets were
transformed as drug addicts, prostitutes and criminal syndi-
cate leaders accepted Jesus and became members of Walter’s
church. He then moved to Columbus, Ohio, and built the
Ephesus Church while serving as a pastor/evangelist and
departmental director in the Allegheny West Conference.
Walter was then called to be church ministries director and
vice president of the Southwestern Union, in Burleson,
Texas. Walter came to the Lake Union in 1997 as executive
secretary, and became president in July 2003.

Walter and his wife Jackie (Cook) have been married for
54 years, and together developed their “Marriage Mainte-
nance Seminar.” With a doctorate in psychology, a member
of the Association of Adventist Family Life Professionals,
and certified as a family life educator by the National Coun-
cil on Family Relations and Andrews University, Walter has
conducted family seminars and evangelistic meetings in 16
countries on four continents. In recent months, he conduct-
ed two evangelistic series, one in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
and the other in Gary, Indiana.

At a special dinner on Monday, July 7, Don Schneider,
president of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in North
America, led a litany of testimonials from officers and con-
ference presidents noting Walter’s integrity, energy, spiritual
leadership and partnership with Jackie in ministry to fami-
lies.

After his recent bout with cancer, Walter praises God for
what his doctors recognize as a miraculous recovery, and
he now looks forward to continuing ministry while giving
special attention to his children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren from his new home in Germantown, Ohio.

Blessings to you, Walter and Jackie, from your Lake Union

family as you continue to bring joy to a troubled world.

Gary Burns is the communication director of the Lake Union Conference.
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Young girl’s
philanthropic effort

benefits hospital

For her tenth birthday, Mia Farrell
didn’t ask for Webkinz or Barbie dolls
or the latest Wii game. Instead, the
Bolingbrook girl told her friends and
family she wanted them to donate to
the Bolingbrook Hospital Foundation’s
first nursing scholarship. She raised
enough money to fund a $500 scholar-
ship for a graduating high school senior
headed to nursing school.

“Mia’s philanthropic spirit helps us
fulfill our mission to extend the healing
ministry of Christ,” said Rick Mace,
chief executive officer of Adventist
Bolingbrook Hospital. “It reminds
me of what Jesus said: ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not hin-
der them, for the kingdom of heaven
belongs to such as these.”

Mia recently presented the foun-
dation’s first nursing scholarship to
Marielle Kopasz, a 2008 Bolingbrook
High School graduate who plans to
study nursing at Lewis University in
Romeoville, Ill. Kopasz, 18, remembers
first being bit by the nursing bug when
her great-grandmother told her about
her experiences as a visiting nurse trav-
eling to patients’ homes in semi-rural
western New York. For a class project
in middle school, Kopasz interviewed
a neighbor who was a neo-natal nurse
and was impressed when the woman
described the wonder she felt while
taking care of every newborn life en-
trusted to her care.

“It was at this moment that I began
to desire this experience for myself,”
Kopasz wrote in her scholarship appli-
cation. “Combining my admiration for
these women and my personal fascina-
tion of the miracle of the human body
and its healthy functioning, as well as
a desire to use my traits of compassion
and caring on a regular basis, has led
me to Lewis University with the goal of
getting my degree in nursing.”
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Mia Farrell meets with nurses and Robin Whatley, M.D. (far right), in Adventist Bolingbrook Hospital’s labor
and delivery unit.

The idea to donate her birthday
money to charity came up when Mia
couldn’t think of anything she wanted
for her birthday, which was Mar. 11.
Parents James and Liza Farrell brought
up the idea of reaching out to a charity.
Mia loved the idea, so the family began
researching local charitable donations.
James suggested the Bolingbrook
Hospital Foundation after meeting the
foundation’s executive director, Derek
Cazeau, at a community event.

“I’ve always been interested in
helping people,” said Mia, who is head-
ing to fifth grade this fall. “I chose the
nursing scholarship because it’s a new
hospital, so they need more workers.
And I thought the more workers there
are, the more people could be cured
from sicknesses.”

Kathy Mitchell, chief nursing of-
ficer at Adventist Bolingbrook Hospi-
tal, said she is proud Mia was able to
present the scholarship to a deserving
student.

“We wanted to honor Mia’s gen-
erosity by giving her the opportunity
to award the scholarship, allowing her
to see firsthand how her donation will
benefit another member of the Boling-
brook community,” Mitchell said.

Cazeau expressed his gratitude on
behalf of the hospital foundation.

“Perhaps Mia’s actions will spur
other young people to reach out to
others in their community,” Cazeau
said.

Kopasz, who is active in student
council, varsity pom-pons, dance,
church youth group, and Girl Scouts,
among other activities, was grateful to
receive the scholarship. The funds will
help offset her tuition costs.

To donate to the foundation’s
nursing scholarship fund, call 630-312-
6000.

Lisa Parro, public relations specialist,
Adventist Midwest Health

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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Andrews University
rolls out the
welcome mat

Ribbon-cutting held for new
campus entrance on J.N. Andrews

Boulevard

“This is the day,” the day Andrews
University officially rolled out the wel-
come mat and invited the community to
step in, said Andrews University presi-
dent Niels-Erik Andreasen. The grand
opening of the new entrance to the
campus marked nearly 30 years of plan-
ning and culminated with more than
700 faculty, staff, students, community
friends and local officials taking part in
the celebration on Mon., June 2.

Andreasen began the ceremony by
sharing a personal reflection. “This new
entrance represents the fulfillment of a
personal dream for me. Ever since I first
arrived here, I cringed at the cumber-
some, unattractive, unsafe way this
university welcomed its faculty, staff,
students and guests through the back
door, or the kitchen door as it were. But
no more. We have a proper front door,
and you are invited to come in.”

Thanking the donors who made
the dream of a new entrance become
a reality, David Faehner, vice president

International students in costume participated in the ceremony. They assembled in front of the Welcome
Globe, which is part of an area designed for visitor information and photo opportunities.

of University Advancement, took a
moment to focus on three families in a
special way. David Cromwell, an alum-
nus of the class of ‘63, and two families
who aren’t Andrews alumni, yet strong
believers of Seventh-day Adventist
education: John and Dede Howard, and
the late William Colson and his wife,
Bonnie, who provided the lead gift for
the new entrance.

Richard Scott, director of facili-
ties management, thanked the many
individuals who were involved in the
planning, design and construction of the
new entrance, including a special thank
you to Wightman Associates Inc. of
Benton Harbor, the lead contractor and
manager of the project.

More than 700 people attended the opening ceremony for J.N. Andrews Blvd., the new campus entrance.

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

Al Pscholka, district representa-
tive for Congressman Fred Upton,
said the new entrance is a great front
door. “Twenty years ago, when I came
out here, I drove right past this place. I
didn’t know all the great stuff that was
happening right here.”

Heather Knight, provost for An-
drews University, shared why the new
boulevard was named in honor of J.N.
Andrews, for whom Andrews Univer-
sity is named. Knight also pointed out
the new globe photo opportunity fea-
ture complete with adequate parking, a
much-needed asset to a university with
a global mission and vision.

A prayer of blessing was offered
by Gerry Karst, chair of the Andrews
University Board of Trustees and vice
president of the Seventh-day Adventist
world church, followed by James North,
professor of pastoral care and chap-
laincy, leading the crowd in singing the
school song, “Our Dear A.U.”

Following the ceremony, the crowd
spilled out onto J.N. Andrews Boule-
vard and began putting the new globe
photo-op to use. The Andrews Uni-
versity bus, carrying university admin-
istration and local officials, was the first
vehicle to drive on the newly-opened

boulevard.

Keri Suarez, media relations specialist,
Andrews University
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[EDUCATION NEWS]

‘He’s been such an

inspiration to me.

Michigan—Kenneth Wilson smiled
as he led the 14 seniors at Battle Creek
Academy in one last recitation.

“We, we, we, we, all the way home,
said Wilson, a 25-year teacher at the
school.

“You say it,” he said, turning to the
students in mortarboards and gowns
on their graduation day.

“We, we, we, we, all the way home,
they recited.

It seems Wilson is the kind of
teacher students want to follow.

»

»

In his commencement address at
Sunday’s graduation ceremony, Wilson
never talked about the disease that has
cut short his teaching career and left
him stoop-shouldered and slurring his
words.

Sure, Wilson might have got-
ten “a bad break,” as Lou Gehrig said
almost 70 years ago, when he, too, was
diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis.

But he wasn’t going to let it
interfere with his final speech to his
students.

Speaking slowly, laboring over his
words, the religion teacher and guid-
ance counselor recalled how this year’s
senior class had won a canoe race as

freshmen, despite breaking a paddle.

5
=l
il
<
i}
=
]
1
S
2
z
©
@
=
5
€
s
=
<
|5
E=
<}
3

Student Megan Martin, 16, hugs her religion teacher,
Kenneth Wilson, after graduation ceremonies at
Battle Creek Academy on May 25.
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He chose the children’s
book “Paddle-to-the-Sea” as
the theme of his address.

The book depicts the
adventures of a boy’s miniature
canoe and its hand-carved pas-
senger as they live his dream
voyage, wending their way
from a small Canadian stream
through the Great Lakes and on
to the St. Lawrence Seaway and
the Atlantic Ocean.

A message the boy carves
in the canoe saves the day over
and over: “Please put me back in
water. | am Paddle-to-the-Sea.”

“You may feel that Paddle is
by himself,” Wilson said. “Not
true. Look at it more closely.”

He drew four parallels from
the book to the lives ahead of
the graduating seniors.

“Your journey from here will
be an adventure,” Wilson said.
“Someone is always watching
you. ... Christ is always watching
over you. ... And you can make a
difference in this world.”

He talked of the closeness of this
year’s graduating class, and noted the
school’s vision statements makes re-
peated use of the word “we,” symbolic
of the school’s unity.

His mind undulled by his illness,
Wilson appropriated a line from the
toe-tickling children’s verse to come
up with “We, we, we, we, all the way
home.”

After the ceremonies, Wilson sat
in his longtime classroom and talked
about the effects of ALS and his out-
look on life.

The neurological disorder causes
progressive degeneration of motor
neuron cells in the spinal cord and
brain, according to the Amyotrophic
Lateral Sclerosis Association.

When he and his wife, Joyce, a
physical therapist, realized he was
exhibiting signs of the incurable illness,
beginning in June 2007 with weakness
in his grip in the morning and later a
slight slurring of his speech, Wilson

said, “I cried. I couldn’t believe it.”

Kenneth and Joyce Wilson are working together to deal with
Kenneth’s amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

“After that initial sadness, I deter-
mined to fight the onset of symptoms
in every way I could—spiritually, men-
tally and, I guess, medically.”

‘When his students realized some-
thing was wrong, one of them asked
the ultimate question. “Mr. Wilson, are
you going to die?”

“I said “Yes, we're all going to die,”
Wilson recalled. ““I just happen to
have a diagnosis.””

Finishing the school year was a goal
Wilson set for himself.

“I felt that I had things to offer
that others could not,” he said. “So I

>

wanted to be here to make the offering.

“So prideful,” he said, reflecting on
what he'd just said.

He said he'd miss “the stimulus
to prepare material that I have been
learning about my subject. When I
learn I have to share.”

He’ll miss the students, too.

“I'll miss the questions,” he said.
“I'll miss their journaling. I have them
journal every day.”

Wilson stumbled over the word

The Lake Union Herald is available online.

5
=
S
g
S
]
3
L
o
a2
=
g
8
=
3
£
]
2
b=
H
2
S
&




“journaling.” He turned to his wife and
said simply: “Say that.”

“I wouldn’t want this disease with
any other person,” Wilson said of his
wife of 33 years.

He’s 65, and had one more year of
teaching in him, he said, but ALS has
made him forego it. Now he’s looking
forward to a late-June nostalgia tour
along the route of the former US-66
from Chicago to California.

And he plans to work on a book
with his daughter that preserves his
religion-class teachings.

As he talked, former and current
students stopped by to shake Wilson’s
hand and see how he was doing.

“I'm great,” hed reply.

Megan Martin, 16, who'll be a ju-
nior in the fall, said she’ll miss Wilson
terribly.

“I was really, really upset,” Martin
said when she heard of Wilson’s illness.
“I cried a lot.

“He’s been such an inspiration to
me,” Martin said. “I wanted him to be
here for my senior year.”

Robert Warner, news reporter, Battle Creek Enquirer

Originally published in the Battle Creek Enquirer on
May 26, 2008. Reprinted with permission.

Kenneth Wilson offered his e-mail address if
anyone has questions about ALS or needs support.
The address is kenandjoyce@email.com.

[LOCAL CHURCH NEWS]

Haircut benefits
other children

Indiana—Rebekka Stevens attends
the Cicero Church. Her new hairstyle
is the result of personal sacrifice. After
reading of three girls who donated
their hair to Locks of Love, Stevens
decided to give her hair as well.

Stevens’ gift was 13 inches long,
and her dad took many pictures before
it was cut. Even though cutting her
hair was hard to do, Stevens says, “I'm
happy I did it. I want to do it again.”

Locks of Love is an organization

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

that provides
custom-de-
signed hair-
pieces for
children 18
years old and
under who
suffer from hair
loss. Many of
the children
suffer from
alopecia areata,
while others
may be under-
going cancer
treatment or have been burned. The
organization helps all children, provid-
ing assistance on a sliding scale or free,
as the need demands. Hair must be
at least ten inches in length, and in a
ponytail or braid when it is cut. Six to
ten ponytails are required to create one
hairpiece for a child. Eighty percent of
the hair donated to the organization is
donated from children, and each hair-
piece is valued from $3,500 to $6,000.
To learn more about donating hair
to children, visit www.locksoflove.org,

Rebekka Stevens recently
got a haircut so she could
donate 13 inches of her hair
to Locks of Love. She says,
“I'm happy | did it. | want to
do it again.”

Collene Kelly, Cicero Church correspondent

Primary Class learns
to be a blessing to
others

Indiana— Sabbath afternoon, May 3,
found eager Primary Class members as-
sembled at Maple Park Nursing Home
in Westfield. Walking
from room to room, the
children gave the resi-
dents smiles, hugs and
cheery flower arrange-
ments. Each bouquet
came in a paper cone
the class decorated in
Sabbath school with
reminders of God’s love
written on them.

After distribut-
ing the flowers, the
children sang Sabbath

school songs for the

NS

residents who gathered in the activity
area. One of the residents told a nurse,
“This is the best entertainment we've
had all year!”

The first Sabbath of April found the
Primary Class counting used eye glass-
es. Gathered in a semi-circle around
their teacher, Mary Ann Smith, one by
one the children placed the glasses in
a basket. The last count ended at 64!
Twenty pairs of glasses were donated by
a woman who read about the project in
the Clay City (Ind.) newspaper. Julie
Kelly’s grandma, Phyllis Wrate, pro-
moted the project at the Lewis (Ind.)
Church, and a member put it in the
church’s weekly news column.

The glasses will be donated to Give
the Gift of Sight, an organization which
repairs, classifies, distributes glasses
and provides vision care to those in
need around the world. According to
the organization’s website, since the
program’s inception in 1988, Give the
Gift of Sight has helped more than 6
million individuals “see their world
more clearly” (see www.givethegiftof
sight.org).

Each year, Primary Class leaders
look for ways to teach the children how
to be a blessing to others. Last year,
the students raised money to purchase
items from the Adventist Development
and Relief Agency’s The Original Really
Useful Gift Catalog (see www.adra.org).

Collene Kelly, Cicero Church correspondent,
and Diane Thurber, Lake Union Herald
managing editor

The Cicero Church Primary Class recently visited the Maple Park
Nursing Home where they gave residents smiles, hugs and cheery flower
arrangements in paper cones decorated in Sabbath school by the children.
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Sister church
assists with church

improvements

Indiana—When Ron Kelly, Cicero
Church pastor, heard from Ernie Peck-
ham, Terre Haute Church pastor, of
the need to put a new roof on the Terre
Haute Church, Kelly offered his ser-
vices and sought volunteers to support
the endeavor. Responding to the same
missionary spirit, Peckham encouraged
Terre Haute Church members to sup-
port through donations to the Cicero
Church’s India church building and

evangelism mission initiatives.

Gary Holman brings a board for a roof jack.

they wheeled to the giant dumpster
and discarded.

“This is beginning to feel like
work,” a tired roofer joked as the sun-
drenched day waned. A second shift
would have been welcomed, but with

Working side by side all day, the work crews from the Cicero and Terre Haute Churches were able to enhance
God’s house in Terre Haute.

On Sun., May 4, Kelly and a cara-
van of mission-minded roofers from
the Cicero Church arrived at the Terre
Haute Church to assist church mem-
bers as they re-roofed their 52-year-old
church. Charles Schlunt and Ralph
Willis of the Terre Haute Church had
made many preparations leading up to
this moment. The ambitious plan was
to tear off two layers of deteriorating
shingles and apply an entire new roof
in a single day! In addition, the dedi-
cated workers patched the roof where
air conditioning units had been previ-
ously. Soon others kept busy cleaning
up the old roofing as it dropped, which
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no relief in sight, the weary volunteers
pressed on, with the aid of refresh-
ing water, snacks and meals provided
throughout the day.

“This is so good for our church,”
remarked Sylvia Middaugh, a Terre
Haute member. Many hands uniting in
a combined effort to make the burden
lighter was an inspiring sight.

As the day progressed, Terre Haute
Church members rejoiced over the
transformation. At § p.m., only one side
of the church roof was completed. Rac-
ing the setting sun, the crew doubled
their efforts and worked until dark to
shingle the remaining side.

Those who saw the job to comple-
tion were bone-tired, but no one had
been seriously injured—an answer to
prayer! A feeling of relief as well as ac-
complishment accompanied the faith-
ful laborers as they dragged themselves
home.

To the Cicero Church members,
the Terre Haute Church members
would like to say, “Thank you for giving
so generously of your time and abili-
ties to help us make this huge one-day
project a success. We couldn’t have
done it without you!”

Karen Peckham, Terre Haute Church
correspondent

[WOMEN’S NEWS]

Teen Girls Retreat
focuses on purity
and building a
relationship with

Jesus Christ

Lake Region—On Fri., Apr. 18, the
Lake Region Conference (LRC) wom-
en’s and youth ministries departments
held their first “Teen Girls Retreat” in
Syracuse, Ind. More than 256 teens and
50 chaperons participated.

The retreat theme was “Polish-
ing God’s Treasures,” and programs
focused on purity and preparing young
women for the coming of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

The opening message, “Jewels-R-
Us,” was delivered by keynote speaker
and event facilitator Dora I. Weithers,
author of Purity Circle. She embraced
the teens with information on self-es-
teem and restoration.

The teens also attended workshops.
“The Good and Bad About Dating”
workshop was designed to discourage
teen girls from spending time one on
one with male friends without supervi-
sion, until they are ready to consider a
serious relationship leading to mar-
riage. The “Five Years from Now”
workshop stimulated their thinking
about purpose and destination (God’s
will for their lives).

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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The first LRC “Teen Gifls- Retreat” held in Syrc
50 chaperons.

Another message by Weithers,
“Full Price; No Discounts,” encouraged
the girls to remain pure and receive the

On Sabbath afternoon, a scavenger
nature hunt was offered. The teens
were divided into groups to search for
particular items in nature. Afterward,
the groups re-assembled for praise
reports. Each group related what they
found to a Scripture verse. This proved
to be a fun and encouraging event,
since all wanted to share how the Lord
had blessed.

The girls then refreshed and
relaxed, and prepared themselves for
ST ) dinner and the evening
meetings, which began
with a panel discussion
entitled “The Complex
Religion of Teens.”
This turned into a very informative
discussion on their needs and con-

cerns about parents, friends, siblings,
the church and other challenges that
teens face. Afterward, representatives
from all the churches participated in a
talent show. It was an awesome night,
and everyone stayed and enjoyed the
presentations. The night ended with
an ice cream fellowship social.

One of the retreat highlights was
the “Teen Power! Prayer Hour!” held
each morning from 6:30 to 7:30 am.,
hosted by Symone Cole from Conant
Gardens Church. On Sabbath morn-
ing, 56 signed in for “Teen Power!
Prayer Hour!” and more than 28 on
Sunday morning,

The retreat concluded with a final

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

ause, Ind., was attended by more tha

joys and advantages of living such a life.
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n 250 young women and

message by Weithers, “Maintaining
the Shine.” She admonished the girls
to take heed of the spiritual weapons
they received during the weekend and
use them to ward off the enemy, and
to know that God is always there with
them and for them to help maintain a

life of purity.

Rita Taylor, Lake Region Conference women'’s
ministries area leader and Teen Girls Retreat
coordinator

Iraqi women
celebrate despite
hardships

On June 14, the Women’s Minis-
tries Emphasis Day was celebrated in
Baghdad, Iraq, as 13 church members
fellowshipped together and enjoyed
the women’s ministries program,
“Show Me the Saviour—Then I Shall
See.”

In spite of the Adventist church in
Baghdad being closed for

NS

courage until the day when the situa-
tion will improve and our many church
members can return to their beloved
church, to their houses and their jobs,”
said Basima Nahab, women’s ministries
director in Iraq. And she adds, “Thank
you for your many prayers. I ask that
you will continue to pray for the
Church in Iraq....”

The president of the Middle East
Union, Kjell Aune, says: “Many of
our members in Iraq have for safety
reasons fled to western or neighboring
countries. | have personally met them
in different parts of the world and
know their dedication, their love for
Iraq and the Church, and their longing
[to return] back to their country. The
Iraqi church used to be vibrant, and we
have good church facilities. We pray for
the day when people can return home,
where we can meet in our churches
without security risks, and when daily
life can go back to normal without fear
of bombs, snipers and kidnappings. I
am inspired by the fact that our sisters
in Baghdad could celebrate and focus
on the Saviour in the midst of so many
distractions. It reminds us all of the
importance of lifting our heads and
[looking] beyond our problems. As I
have done before, I will again urge the
world family of believers to carry their
Iraqi sisters and brothers onwards on
wings of prayers.”

B. Nahab and A.M. Wollan, staff, TED News
Bulletin, Trans-European Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church

the last two years due to
severe damage by bombs,
church members are still
gathering for worship in
homes every Sabbath.
“When we think back
on how our church was
filled to capacity before
the war in 2003, it sad-
dens our hearts that we
would end up being just
a small group meeting in
private homes. We are
praying for strength and

A group of Adventist women from Baghdad gather together for support
and fellowhip.
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Operation Whitecoat
35th anniversary/

reunion slated

On Sept. 1921, the Frederick
Seventh-day Adventist Church in
Frederick, Md., will host the 35th
anniversary/reunion of Operation
Whitecoat. During the 1950s, hun-
dreds of Seventh-day Adventist men,
aged 1826, were drafted into military
service. They wanted to serve their
country and cooperate with compulso-
ry military service but still be obedient
to the Scriptures, which as a Seventh-
day Adventist Christian included
Sabbath-keeping and noncombatancy.
In late 1954, the U.S. Army Medical
Unit (USAMU) and the Office of the
Surgeon General of the U.S. Army met
with officials of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church with a highly unusual
request. The two entities wanted to see
if the Seventh-day Adventist Church
would support an Army proposal to
use Adventist draftees as volunteers for
human trials of defensive vaccines and
antibacterial medicines.

were held that gave an overview of the
research program along with a descrip-
tion of its benefits and risks. Seventh-
day Adventist Church representatives
were also on hand to describe its rela-
tionship with the Operation White-
coat program. USAMU based selec-
tions of the draftees on overall general
health and skills acquired in civilian
life. Most who were chosen to partici-
pate had also completed one or more
years of college and 27 percent had
completed a bachelor’s degree. Opera-
tion Whitecoat members were then
assigned to Fort Detrick in Frederick,
Md., to the Walter Reed Army Medical
Center, or to the Center Annex in For-
est Glen, Md., as medical research vol-
unteers. Their duties included medical
technicians, medical corpsmen, clinical
aides or animal caretakers.

During its 19-year-long existence,
Operation Whitecoat members were
tested with some of the world’s most
dangerous biological agents such as
Queensland (Q) Fever, Tularemia,
Sandfly Fever, Typhus Fever, Ty-
phoid Fever, Rift Valley Fever, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever, Yellow Fever,
Plague and Eastern, Western and

Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis. The
“Eight Ball,” a huge, spherical cham-
ber at Fort Detrick, was a chamber

in which scientists would discharge
bacteria or viruses.

Operation Whitecoat volunteers
wore a breathing apparatus that al-
lowed them to inhale the affected
air. USAMU records maintain that
although the volunteers were made se-
riously ill, none died during the studies
nor was there documented permanent
health damage.

Approximately 2,300 Seventh-
day Adventist Army veterans served
as Operation Whitecoat volunteers.
Each year at the Frederick Seventh-day
Adventist Church, fellow Operation
Whitecoat members come together for
a reunion/celebration of their service
to their country and to their God.
Many of the servicemen were active
members of the Frederick Church dur-
ing those years as Operation White-
coat volunteers. The Frederick Church
served as a church home for other
members who were not from that area.

George Johnson Jr., associate director, Office
of Communication, Seventh-day Adventist
Church in North America

A subcommittee was formed,

and within weeks a favorable
endorsement was given and
entitled “Statement of Atti-
tude Regarding Volunteering
for Medical Research” and was
forwarded to the USAMU.
The four-paragraph statement
concluded that “any service ren-
dered voluntarily by whomever

in the useful necessary research
into the cause and treatment of
disabling disease is a legitimate
and laudable contribution to the
success of our nation and to the
health and comfort of our fel-
lowmen.”

Thus Operation Whitecoat
was born. Soon after, USAMU
personnel began to interview
draftees for Operation White-
coat during the basic training
at Fort Sam Houston; meetings
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Each year Whitecoat volunteers get together for a reunion/celebration of their service
This is a picture from the 2003 celebration.

e s,
to their country and to their God.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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Weddings

Patricia S. Slifer and Wallace Cooper were
married Mar. 20, 2008, in Denver, Ind. The
ceremony was performed by Pastor Blake
Hall.

Patricia is the daughter of Howard and
Nellie Slifer of Twelve Mile, Ind., and Wal-
lace is the son of the late Robert and Jane
Cooper.

The Coopers are making their home in
Morenci, Mich.

Mary L. Wray and Richard C. Highy were
married Apr. 27, 2008, in Hinsdale, Ill. The
ceremony was performed by Pastor Ken-
neth Parker.

Mary is the daughter of Beryl Wray of
Victoria, Australia, and Richard is the son of
Robert and Shirley Higby of Peoria, Ill.

The Higbys are making their home in
Joliet, 1Il.

Obituaries

BOOTH, Frank W., age 94; born Nov. 17,
1913, in Mio, Mich.; died Jan. 31, 2008,
in St. Louis, Mich. He was a member of the
Mio Church.

Survivors include his son, Darrell; daugh-
ter, Marilyn Butcher; brother, Pete; sister,
Edna Pierce; three grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by
Pastor James Micheff Sr., and interment
was in Kittle Cemetery, Mio.

CADY, Della, age 105; born Sept. 5, 1902,
in Shennington, Wis.; died Feb. 17, 2008,
in National City, Calif. She was a member of
the Clear Lake (Wis.) Church.

Funeral services were conducted by Ron
Olney, and interment was in the Lutheran
Cemetery, Shennington.

CASIMIR, Taccara S., age 19; born Nov. 28,
1988, in Chicago, lll.; died June 2,2008, in
Olympia Fields, Ill. She was a member of
the Shiloh Church, Chicago.

Survivors include her father, Harry Casi-
mir; mother, Hildegarde (Douyon) Casimir;
brother, Nathanael Casimir; and sisters,
Giovannie and Nasthalia Casimir.

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

Funeral services were conducted by Ed-
win McBride, and Pastors Famous Murray
and Marlon Reid. Interment was in Mount
Hope Cemetery, Chicago.

CHAPMAN, June M. (Presteen), age 91;
born Aug. 7, 1916; died May 26, 2008, in
Green Bay, Wis. She was a member of the
Green Bay Church.

Survivors include her husband, Roy;
stepson, Wayne Chapman; daughters,
Cynthia (Cayo) Goddard and Jaclyn (Cayo)
Breedis; stepdaughter, Mavis A. Whitman;
seven grandchildren; seven great-grandchil-
dren; and three great-great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by Pas-
tors Delmar Austin and Michael Tuionetoa,
and interment was in Shrine of the Good
Shepherd Cemetery, Green Bay.

FONTENOT, Elizaheth A. (Dixon), age 69;
born Dec. 7, 1937, in Louisiana; died Nov.
23,2007, in Lake Charles, La. She was a
member of the Greenwood (Ind.) Church.

Survivors include her son, Brent W.;
daughters, Sherrell Cummings and Cari
Billedeaux; brothers, Johnny Lowe and Travis
Dixon; sisters, Judy Furr and Mary Polk; 16
grandchildren; and ten step-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by
Pastor Jerry Fletcher, and interment was in
Friendship Baptist Church Cemetery, Lake
Charles.

HENRY, David N., age 90; born Nov. 26,
1917, in Panama, Canal Zone; died May
21, 2008, in Bellevue, Wash. He was a
member of the Shiloh Church, Chicago, Ill.

Survivors include his wife, Lilly N. (Fair-
clough); sons, David Jr., Rolando and Ri-
cardo; brother, James; seven grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren. For a more
detailed biography of David Henry and a
guest book, visit www.mem.com.

Funeral services were conducted by
EuGene Lewis, and interment was in
Greenwood Memorial Park and Cemetery
Mausoleum, Renton, Wash.

HODGE, V. Lucille (Rohinson), age 94; bom
Feb. 3, 1914, in Holton, Ind.; died June 7,

the North Vernon (Ind.) Church.

Survivors include her sons, George D.
and Gary W.; daughters, Roberta L. Black-
burn and Judith A. Richardson; 19 grand-
children; 24  great-grandchildren;
step-great-grandchildren; and six great-
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by
Manuel QOjeda, and interment was in
Holton Cemetery.

four

JONES, Chester A., age 91; born Oct. 2,
1916, in Evansville, Wis.; died Apr. 8, 2008,
in Waterford, Mich. He was a member of the
Waterford Riverside Church.

Survivors include his wife, L. Janette
(Berry); daughters, Judith Hiiter and Jana
Thompson; brother, Paul; and three grand-
children.

Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor Marshall McKenzie, with private
inurnment.

KLOOSTER, Audrey M. (Van Beukering), age
85; born July 10, 1922, in Oshkosh, Wis.;
died Feb. 28, 2008, in LaPorte, Ind. She
was a member of the LaPorte Church.

Survivors include her son, John C,;
daughter, Janet L. Klooster; brother, An-
thony “Tony” Van Beukering; and two grand-
children.

Funeral services were conducted by Pas-
tor Joshua Lizarraga, and inurnment was in
Salem Cemetery, Salem Heights, Ind.

LAUDE, Zora Mae (Andrews), age 89; born
Jan. 11, 1919, in Juniata Twp., Mich.; died
Mar. 31,2008, in Cass City, Mich. She was
a member of the Vassar (Mich.) Church.

Funeral services were conducted by EI-
der Lyle Davis, and interment was in River-
side Cemetery, Vassar.

LINDSTROM, Velma, age 95; born July 29,
1912; died Apr. 8, 2008, in Warren, Ind.
She was a member of the Marion (Ind.)
Church.

Survivors include her sister, Agnes Gillie.

Funeral services were conducted by Ja-
vier Quiles, and interment was in Syracuse
(Ind.) Cemetery.

LOWDER, Sarah J. (Churchill), age 63; born
May 24, 1944, in Jackson, Mich.; died May
10, 2008, in Jackson. She was a member
of the Jackson Church.
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daughter, Mitch A. Churchill; brother, David
A. Churchill; sisters, Mary E. and Marlet
Churchill; and three grandchildren.
Memorial services were conducted by
elder Don Harris, with private inurnment.

NODLAND, Eleanor L. (Anderson), age 88;
born June 29, 1919, in Dayton Twp., lIl,;
died Apr. 25, 2008, in Beloit, Wis. She was
a member of the Beloit Church.

Survivors include her sons, Jesse Jr. and
Charles; four grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted by
Meredith Burrington, and interment was in
Baldwin Cemetery, Beloit.

OLDHAM, Esther Mae, age 88; born May
19, 1919, in Findlay, Ohio; died Apr. 30,
2008, in Littleton, Colo. She was a mem-
ber of the Urbandale Church, Battle Creek,
Mich.

Survivors include her brother, Harold L.
Oldham; and sisters, Ruth Merrill, Miriam
Mellish, Thelma Burton and Grace Green.

Memorial services were conducted by
elder Irwin Burton, and inurnment was in
Olinger Chapel Hill Mortuary, Littleton.

SCHOUN, Mary Elizabeth (Forsythe), age
83; born Dec. 21, 1924, near St. Francis,
Kan.; died June 8,2008, in Laurel, Md. She
was a member of the Village Church, Ber-
rien Springs, Mich.

Survivors include her son, Benjamin D.;
daughter, Elizabeth Ann Cunningham; three
grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor Kermit Netteburg on June 14 in
Md., and Pastor Benjamin Schoun and
Chaplain Ron Forsythe on June 25 in Ber-
rien Springs, and interment was in Rose
Hill Cemetery, Berrien Springs.

WIGHTMAN, Ruth M., age 94; born July 3,
1913, in Pierre, S.D.; died Apr. 29, 2008, in
Berrien Springs, Mich. She was a member
of the Pioneer Memorial Church, Berrien
Springs.

Survivors include her brother, Roy R.
Wightman.

Memorial services were conducted by
Pastor Skip MacCarty, with private inurn-
ment.
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All ads must be sent to your local conference for approval. No phoned ads will be
accepted. Allow at least cight weeks for publication. Fifty words maximum. No
limitof insertions. Rates: $28 per insertion for Lake Union church members; $38
per insertion for all others. A form is available at www.lakeunionherald.org for
printing out and filling in your ad. Ads must be prepaid. Make money order check
payable to the Lake Union Conference. There will be no refunds for cancella-
tions. The Lake Union Herald cannot be responsible for advertisements appearing
in its columns, and reserves the right to edit ads in accordance with editorial poli-

cies. The Lake Union Herald does not accept responsibility for typographical errors.

THISTLEDOWN, A CHRISTIAN FAMILY
GROUP HOME (State Licensed AFC),
has an opening for a male or female
or couple. Country nature setting in
Southeastern Mich. Vegetarian meals,
3ABN, transportation to appointments
provided. Certified Nurse Assistant
24/17. For more information, call Gary
or Judy Hiiter at 248-889-3974.

At Your Service

AREYOU MOVING SOON? Before you rent
a U-Haul and do it yourself, check our
price and save yourself the hassle.
Plan ahead now and reserve a time
slot. Fast, direct and economical.
Contact Gary Erhard, Erhard Furniture
Moving, Berrien Springs, Mich., by
phone: 269-471-7366 or cell: 248-
890-5700.

SINGLE AND OVER 40? The only inter-
racial group for Adventist singles
over 40. STAY HOME AND MEET NEW
FRIENDS in the U.S.A. with a pen pal
monthly newsletter of members and

NEEDA LOAN? If you want to refinance to
consolidate debt, need a home equity
loan, or if you're buying a NEW home, |
can help you in all 50 states. For more

information, call Doug Spinella, owner
of Dedicated Mortgage Services, at
888-825-4105, ext. 103, or e-mail

album. For information, send large
self-addressed, stamped envelope to
AS0-40, 2747 Nonpareil, Sutherlin,

doug@dedicated2loans.com. OR 97479.

VISIT WWW.CHRISTIANSINGLESDATING.
COM OR ADVENTISTSINGLES.ORG: Free
14-day trial! Join thousands of active
Adventist singles online. Free chat,
search, detailed profiles, match notifi-
cations! Two-way compatibility match,
ten photos, confidential online mail.
Witnessing opportunities to the world
through articles, friendships, chat,
forums. Matching Adventists since
1993! Adventist owners. Thousands
of successful matches! Top ranked.

Vacation Opportunities

VACATION ON KAUAI, HAWAII, “THE GAR-
DEN ISLAND.” Kahili Mountain Park is
a scenic mountain getaway located
at the base of Kahili Ridge. Just min-
utes from popular Kauai attractions,
the park has an assortment of 1-4
room cabins with sleeping for 2-6
persons. See pictures and rates at
www.kahilipark.org. For reservations,
call 808-742-9921.

CRUISE ALASKA (JUNE 17-25, 2009):
Seven-day southbound glacier route
on Carnival’s Spirit. Cruise to be
hosted by Missions of Love, Inc., a
non-profit corporation raising schol-
arship monies for Christian educa-
tion. Our gospel, vocal group, Except
For Grace, will be in concert. For
brochure or more information, call
Al Ferry at 661-889-0191 or e-mail
al@missionsoflove.com.

Miscellaneous

FREE VOCAL MUSIC CONCERTS WITH
PERSONAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. A former
voice instructor from Andrews Univer-
sity with his wife and sister will give
free Sat. evening vocal music con-
certs with testimonies. Two music CDs
and a DVD music video are available.
For more information, contact Vladi-
mir Slavujevic at 269-473-2826 or
e-mail him at vladoslavujevic@yahoo.
com.

READ YOUR BIBLE THROUGH IN 2008!
using a unique plan with 52 Weekly
Assignments. Good for groups or in-

replenish,.,

For nearly 100 years, Florida Hospital has extended the
healing ministry of Christ through programs and people that
are committed 1o making a difference. Be a part of our vision
to be a global pacesetter delivering preeminent, faith-based
health care. You'll cultivate your calling with the national
leader in faith-based health care, while living in one of the
country's most celebrated Seventh-day Adventist communities.

From its renowned schools to its diverse culture,
Central Florida is [ast becoming the example for a strong
Christian community. Grounded in integrity, compassion,
balance, excellence, stewardship and teamwork, Florida
Hospital extends the healing ministry of Christ through our
caring and spiritual environment in a state-of-the-art-seting.
You'll enjoy the perfect mix of mission, vision and values 1o

F inspire your spirit and make your soul smile.

Tor be a part of the

Florida Hospital mission,
contact Judy Bond

Manager Leadership Recruitment

877-Job-45DA
(877-562-4732)

FHAdventRecruiter@flhosp.org

The skill to heal. The spirit to care

FLORIDA
HOSPITAL
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING EDUCATION PROGRAM ONLINE

NURSING EDUCATION

Andrews @ University

BE IN DEMAND!

> EARN YOUR DEGREE WHILE EARNING A LIVING. You can “attend class” any time, anywhere you have access to
a personal computer. Take one class per month, up to three classes per semester, whatever works best for you.

> COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE IN AS LITTLE AS TWO YEARS. With just 38 credits, in two years you can find yourself
teaching in an academic, clinical, or community setting.

> RECEIVE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE OR SCHOLARSHIPS. Because of the shortage of nurse educators, state, federal,
and professional organizations have provided funding for masters in nursing education degrees.

> GRADUATE FROM A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED ACADEMIC INSTITUTION. This masters program is based upon
the National League for Nursing Core Competencies for Nurse Educators.

> DESIGNED FOR TRAINED NURSES WHO HOLD A BACHELOR'S DEGREE. APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 15.

THE CURRICULUM PREPARES NURSES TO EDUCATE OTHERS USING PRINCIPLES OF
THE MASTER TEACHER AND HEALER, JESUS CHRIST.

For more information on the online MS: Nursing Education Program, contact Andrews University Nursing Department:
Phone: 800.877.2863 | Email: nursing@andrews.edu | Web: www.andrews.edu/cas/nursing
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LET'S BE
CONNECTED

Come take a look and decide if conpecting with Andrews is right

for you. Because we understand the search for the right college
or university can be overwhelming, let us lend you a hand. We've
found tha

discover which schoo

UNIVERSITY PREVIEW EVENTS JUNIOR PREVIEW EVENT
October 19 & 20, 2008 November 9 & 10, 2008

Febiuary 6 &3, 2009 STANDOUT Spiritual Retreat connect.andrews.edu/visit
March 8 & 9, 2009

April 17-19, 2009. For more info
. ! J r call 800.253.2874
April 5 & &, 2009 visit standout.andrews.edu. Ve

To register for a preview event
or an individual visit, go to

Andrews @ University

SEEK KNOWLEDGE. AFFIRM FAITH. CHANGE THE WORLD.



dividuals. To receive by mail, send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
This Is Life Eternal, PO. Box 510657,
Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0657, or
download from www.thisislifeeternal.
org. IT'S FREE!!

WANTED TO BUY: Used Adventist books,
songbooks, cookbooks, schoolbooks.
Used Adventist books for sale. If in-
terested, contact John at 269-781-
6379.

SPONSOR A CHILD! $25 a month can
send a child in India to an Adven-
tist school. It pays for tuition, hous-
ing, food, clothes and medical. AD-
VENTIST CHILD INDIA is an official
project of Southern Asia Division of
Seventh-day Adventists. For more
information, call 443-430-0476;
childcare@sud-adventist.org;
or visit www.adventistchildindia.org.

e-mail

LAY EVANGELISM MADE SIMPLE! The
SHINE Ministry (Share Him In Neigh-
borhoods Everywhere) is an innova-
tive outreach designed for church
members who want to tell their neigh-
bors of God’s love. For more informa-
tion, visit www.shineministry.org.

MISSION QUEST ACADEMY: Beginning
Sept. 4, 2008, “TIME OUT” for young
men ages 16+. Discover your poten-
tial and God’s purpose for your life.
In-depth studies of God’s Word, train-
ing in missions, vocations, outdoor
adventure and much more! Loving
family environment in the wilderness
of Montana. For more information, call
Rod Boothby at 406-754-0094, or
visit www.missionquestacademy.org.

Employment

HOSPITAL OPPORTUNITIES IN NORTH
GEORGIA. Gordon Hospital is seeking
board certified physicians with 5+
years experience practicing classical
IM medicine. New Hospitalist program
starting summer 2008; 69-bed facili-
ty; 8 ICU beds; 79 physicians on active
staff; average census 20-22 patients;
employment with starting salary 205K;
bonuses, benefits, etc. Outstanding
Adventist elementary and high school

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

within community. Southern University
within 45 minutes. To learn more, e-
mail bonnie.shadix@ahss.org; phone
800-264-8642; or visit website www.
gordonhospital.com.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY seeking Morning
Head Cook. Must have two-year culi-
nary arts degree and one to two years
related experience in quantity food
preparation or equivalent combina-
tion of education and experience. For
more information and to apply, visit
www.andrews.edu/hr/emp_jobs_
hourly.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is currently
seeking an assistant/full professor of
Chemistry. This opportunity includes
teaching general chemistry and
physical chemistry classes, beginning
July 2009. Minimum qualifications
include doctorate in chemistry em-
phasis in physical chemistry and/or
analytical chemistry. To apply, visit the
job postings at www.andrews.edu/hr.
For further information, call 269-471-
3259.

ANDREWS  UNIVERSITY
seeking a staff counselor/career

is currently

development coordinator. This is a
full-time, nine-month appointment,
reporting directly to the Director of
Counseling & Testing, and beginning
August 2008. Minimum qualifications
include full Michigan state license as
a professional counselor or social
worker with an earned degree from
an accredited institution. Preference
will be given to applicants with a
background in college student mental
health. To apply, visit the job postings
at www.andrews.edu/hr. For further
information, call 269-471-3470.

"o into all the world and prl'.uh
the good news to all creation.

Mission Opportunity in Korea

Jesus is calling you to come to Korea as
a wissionary to teach Bible and English!

You will love it!

Requirements:

= Engfish 03 o first fanguage + Bachelor's degree

= Bagrtived member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
Benefits:

+ Starting monthly stipend equivalient 10 U538, 71, plut overfims

= Round - trip nirfarn with a one-year rontraci

= (/A5 Sickness and Agcident Insuranae phus loce!
Koregn health insurance

= &t least 14 government Fodclays per e

= Bi-manthly term break of 3-14 doyt

= Frise hossing, wiilities and many mare finge benefits
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ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking a Lin-
guistics professor. Opportunities will
include teaching, advising students,
serving on University committees,
researching and publishing in area of
expertise. Ph.D. in Linguistics required,
teaching experience and experience/
expertise in cross-cultural studies
preferred. Apply at www.andrews.
edu/hr/emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.

ANDREWS UNIVERSITY is seeking Clini-
cal & Laboratory Science professor.
Qualifications: Clinical Laboratory Sci-
entist/Medical Technologist with ASCP
or NCA certification, broad generalist
laboratory experience, teaching expe-
rience either in an academic setting or

Sunset Calend

Aug 8 Aug 15

Chicago, 111 &8:10
Detroit, Mich. 8:53
Indianapolis, Ind. 8:59
La Crosse, Wis. 8:29
Lansing, Mich. 9:00
Madison, Wis. 8:20
Springfield, TIL. 813

Aug 22

Call for mare infarmation or visit our
wiww koreasda om

! ‘{f’g. Karea  #

T B2-2-2215-74946 {call collect)
wsclalyahoo com
-BEE-567-3257 [KOREALS)
Ermait wovedsfyahod com
as a clinical instructor. Master's degree
in a relevant field. Earned doctoral de-
gree preferred. Individuals with distin-
guished clinical laboratory career may
be considered. For further information
and to apply, visit www.andrews.edu/
hr/emp_jobs_faculty.cgi.

WISCONSIN RAPIDS CHURCH is seeking
a Bible worker to be a team player as
part of its dynamic ministry team. Per-
son must be willing to use their gift-
edness to lead individuals to Christ.
Spanish speaking a plus. Salary plus
room and board. An excellent oppor-
tunity awaits you. For more informa-
tion, call 715-343-1751.

Aug 29

8:44 8:34
8:51 8:42
8:20 8:10
8:51 8:41
8:11 8:01
8:05 7:56
LAKE

730

8:24 8:13 8:02
8:32 8:22 812
7:59 7:47 7:36
8:31 8:19 8:08
7:50 7:39 7:28
7:46 7:36 7:26
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NO MIONTHLY FEES
USA - Canada + Mexico

SAFETV®
&"N-_.« NOW AVAILABLE
SAFETV‘. WITH 3ABN, HOPE
Safe Television For All Ages LLBN & MDRE

DVR Ready System
Record up to 250 hrs of TV
with optional USB Hard Drive
$289 + ship

Standard System
$199 + ship

+ Systems include: Two Satellite
Reception for more channels

+ Complete Self-Installation Kit

+ Step-by-Step Install Guide

+ 90cm Dish w/ Easy Level Mount

+ Two 4dB Single Output LNBF's

Citrus Fundraising

= Fresh From The Grove =

Owmed and Operated by the
Kittrell Family

Indian River Direct
P.0. Box 651472 e
Vearo Baach, FL 329651472 =

Phone: 1-800-558-1998

Fax: 1-7T72-460-T980

E-mail: indianriverdirect@gmail.com
Web: www.indlanrverdirect.com |
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SOUTHERN  ADVENTIST  UNIVERSITY’S
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY
seeks faculty for teaching counsel-
ing/clinical psychology. Doctorate re-
quired or ABD by May 2009. Related
degrees/experience may be consid-
ered. Graduation from an APA-accred-
ited program/internship preferred.
Duties include teaching graduate/
undergraduate courses, supervising
graduate-level practica and intern-
ships. Applicants must be a member
in good and regular standing of the
Adventist Church. Applicants should
submit cover letters and curriculum
vitae to Denise Dunzweiler, Ph.D.,
Dean, PO. Box 370, Collegedale, TN
37315; e-mail denise@southern.edu;
or phone 423-236-2776.

O0AK HAVEN/COUNTRY LIFE NATURAL
FOODS is continuing to grow and has
immediate needs in several areas.
Openings include delivery driver,
store clerk, warehouse and produc-
tion team, and grounds maintenance.
Reasonable wages/salary and ben-
efits package offered. If you are posi-
tive about mission and health and are
looking for a rewarding opportunity in
this dynamic ministry, contact Mark or
Patty LaVanture by e-mail: patty@clnf.
org or phone: 269-236-8351.

Real Estate/Housing

INDEPENDENT RETIREMENT in mag-
nificent mountains of North Carolina
at FLETCHER PARK INN. Accepting
Priority Fees NOW for current and
future openings. Vegetarian meals,
housekeeping, transportation, fitness
center. Adjacent to church, academy,
natural foods store/bookstore, hos-
pital, nursing home, and medical of-
fices. For more information, contact
Fletcher Park Inn, 150 Tulip Trail, Hen-
dersonville, NC 28792; phone 800-
249-2882; e-mail fletcherparkinn@
yahoo.com; or visit website www.
fletcherparkinn.com.

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN, HOME FOR
SALE: Four bedroom, 2.5 bath, quad
level home on a quiet, wooded site
about one mile from Andrews Univer-
sity. Has a two-bedroom apartment
for renting, and a side garden with

FREE MISSION AV
STORIES!

raspberries. Brick and wood exterior
with a two-car garage. Asking price:
$240,000. For further information,
call 269-471-7076.

COLLEGEDALE (TENNESSEE) GUESTHOUSE:
Fully-equipped condo with kitchen
and laundry, 1.5 bedrooms, no steps,
huge deck, secluded woodland set-
ting. Guests say “absolutely delight-
ful” $60/night for two (two-night
minimum). For information, contact
Roger King at 423-236-4688. To see
pictures, visit www.rogerkingrentals.
com. (Please keep this ad!)

FLORIDA LIVING: WHERE THE LIVING IS
EASY! Senior community near Disney/
beach; ground-level apts./rooms on
13.5 acres; transportation/house-
keeping available. Church/pool/shop-
ping/activities; 3ABN, Hope TV. VACA-
TIONERS: furnished rentals—$45, $75
per night—minimum 3 nights; 2BR/
2BA for $300 or $400/wk. For more
information, call 1-800-729-8017 or
local 407-862-2646, ext. 24; visit
website  floridalivingretirement.com;
or e-mail JackieFLRC@aol.com.

ROOMY THREE-BEDROOM HOME FOR SALE
IN INVERNESS, FLORIDA. Located on
three lots at the end of Patience Lane
in Eden Gardens, it’s within easy walk-
ing distance of the Eden Gardens Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church. Home has
a large oak shade tree on one of the
lots and a tranquil view of a seasonal
lake. For more information about this
home, visit www.CarolAHamilton.com.

NEW ADVENTIST REAL ESTATE OFFICE
NOW IN BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICHIGAN.
Come visit our website at www.
WidnerRealty.com to see our fea-
tured homes, listings in this general
area, and also to meet us. We offer
free buyer agency to promote your
best interest. For more information,
call Charo or Dan Widner at 269-
471-1000.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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THE NORTH AMERICAN DIVIS

* Live via satellite

* " on the Hope Channel
from Greater Orlando
in a series of all new Christ="
centered biblical presentations
exploring the past, present and future!

Join thousands of churches from October 24 — November 29, for an
incredible journey through the great teachings of the Bible featuring:
* Live Call-in Queations »™ An Interactive Chat Room
» Specially Designed Response Sheets
* The Best in Adventist Muaic

&

» Multimedia With All New Graphics

Register now to receive Empowered by the Spirit -
a 2-DVD set of five sermons that will revive your church!

To host in your church or home, register at www.Discoveries08.org

or call 800-226-1119. Technical assistance is also available.

e

» Powerful Biblical Preaching - ﬁ. ¥



Alumni

HOMECOMING

SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2008

Andrews @ University

SEEK KNOWLEDGE. AFFIRM FAITH. CHANGE THE WORLD.

photography by Donald May (MA'87)

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING:

Colson Milking Parlor Grand Opening
Student Missions Reunion and Vespers

Black Student Christian Forum (BSCF) Reunion
Wes Christiansen Memorial Golf Outing

Charity Motorcycle Ride, benefiting the
Architectural Missions Group (AMG)

Flag Camp programming for children ages 5-13
(Fun Learning About God)

HONOR CLASSES:
1938, 1948, 1958, 1968, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1998

HONORED ALUMNI 2008

INT'L ALUMNUs—Todd Coupland (BA'88, BS'88)
Jaelene Mannerfeldt (BA'78)

Jan Paulsen (BA'57, MA'58, BD'62, MA'83)
Lynne Waihee (BA'68)

For up-to-date information, schedule of events,
& to RSVP please visit www.andrews.edu/alumni.
If you have further questions, please email
alumni@andrews.edu or call 269.471.3591.

To make arrangements for lodging, contact
Guest Services at 269.471.3295.




TIME FOR COUNTRY LIVING? Completely
remodeled double-wide in North
Carolina foothills. Includes: 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, office, large kitchen,
oak cabinets, eat on bar, family room,
efficient wood stove, brick foundation
with large front and back porches, hot
tub, storm shelter, garage, landscaped,
garden, fruits, 3 acres, pictures. Ask-
ing $124,900. For more information,
call 828-288-1035.

FLORIDA HOME FOR SALE near Forest
Lake Academy and Markham Woods
Church. Quiet neighborhood with
Wekiva River access. Home includes:
2,639 sq. ft.; 4BR; 3BA; study; pool;
oversized 2-car garage; stainless steel
appl.;
on 2-acre lot with mature landscap-

new roof, carpet, paint. Home

ing; in excellent condition. Owner
anxious; price negotiable. Visit www.
realtor.com (MLS: 04802010); or call
512-358-1350.

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

For Sale

LOOKING FOR USED ADVENTIST BOOKS?
Check out Adventistbooks.org, a stu-
dent industry of Great Lakes Adventist
Academy, or call The Cedar Reader at

866-822-1200.

RVs!! Adventist owned and operated
RV dealership has been helping Ad-
ventists for more than 30 years. Huge
inventory. Courtesy airport pickup and
on-site hookups. Satisfied Adventist
customer list available. Call toll-free
888-933-9300. Lee’s RV City, Oklaho-
ma City. Visit our website, www.leesrv.

com, or e-mail LeesRVs@aol.com.

BOOK/CD SERIES FOR SALE: Victory in
Jesus by Pastor Bill Liversidge. A new
book or 5-CD series explaining how
victory over sin is possible by em-
bracing His death and receiving His

overcoming life. Available through

A live _salellitp.
E\I’ﬂl’lgﬂl ISIM Series

just for kids!

RE JWFC! CALL

creativegrowthministries.org, or your
local Adventist Book Center. To order
by phone, call 828-403-0653 (East
Coast) or 661-827-8174 (West

Coast).

PHONECARDLAND.COM 10% DISCOUNT.
Home of the pinless and rechargeable
True Minutes phonecard. Make True
Minutes your long distance service
at 1.9¢ per minute including Europe
and Canada. No tax; no fee; no ex-
piration. Come to phonecardland.com
and choose the best card for all your
phone call needs; user-friendly and
secure e-mail: sales@phonecardland.
com; or phone 863-216-0160.

ADVENTIST INSURANCE AGENCY in Ber-
rien Springs, Mich. Call 269-471-
7173 for a free quote or for a rate
comparison today! Or, stop in—we
would love to meet you! We are

located at 104 E. Ferry St., down-

A dventist
Health

Our Mission:

FEEre UOd s e

Live the Dream

e feeimoy beaing wath s

town. For more information, e-mail

insurance49103@yahoo.com.

ABC NEW BOOK BLOWOUT! Aug. 17-31.
Best prices on new books this year!
Shop online only at www.AdventistBook
Center.com. 24-hour shopping—no wait-

ing—no-hassle Christmas shopping.

Plan now to join Pastor
Doug Batchelor for this
‘unique Bible study series

‘decigned especially for young people

between the ages of 8 and 12, Filled with ¥
exciting spiritual discoveries around every W
comner, this one-week event will give your
children the solid Bible foundation they

need! 5o register your church, school, or :
home site now and watch your kids make S

lifelong decisions for Jesus,

Live on 3AB

Ceontra AT

SERT: 12-20 150

DALLAS, TEXAS

LTS
——"—

oOr
800-538-7275 or visr  WWW.AmazingFactsKids.org
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Churches, schools, conferences, institutions, and organizations may submit

announcements to the Lake Union Herald through their local conference commu-

nication directors. An easy way to do this is to visit the Lake Union Herald website

at \\'\\'\\"[21]\'0[111iOl]]]Cl‘ﬂId,Ol‘g ﬂﬂd Sllblﬂit Th(.‘ announcement ()l]]il]C, RCHC[CI‘S l“ﬂ)'
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subject to change.
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Illinois

Women's Ministries Retreat, “Legacy:
An Aroma of Grace,” will be held
Oct. 3-5 at Wyndham Lisle-Chicago,
3300 Warrenville Rd., Lisle, Ill. Fea-
tured speaker will be Karen Holford,
associate director of family and
children’s ministries for the South
England Conference. For more infor-
mation,
org and click on Women’s Ministries
under Departments.

visit  www.illinoisadventist.

Indiana

The North Vernon Centennial Celebration
will begin Fri., Aug. 8, at 7:00 p.m.
and will continue Sabh., Aug. 9, with a
special Sabbath school at 9:30 a.m.,
followed by the worship service at
11:00 a.m. Bring food for a fellow-
ship dinner. There will be an after-
noon program with music and the
history of the church. The church is
located at 3105 North State Highway
7, northwest of North Vernon. All for-
mer members and friends are invited
to come and celebrate this milestone
together. For further information call
Mary Perkins, communication secre-
tary, at 812-591-3805, or Manuel
Ojeda, pastor, at 812-342-6292.

Home School Outdoor Education Week is
for all home-school families, Aug. 18-
22, at Timber Ridge Camp. Experience
outdoor education classes, crafts,
recreation (horseback riding, canoe-
ing, swimming, sea sled, etc.), wor-
ships and a talent program. Parents
from different areas have an opportu-
nity to dialog on their curriculum and
teaching successes. Contact Dean
Whitlow for additional information
and registration at 812-829-2507 or
dwhitlow@hughes.net.

Hispanic Family Retreat is Aug. 29-31 at
Timber Ridge Camp. Contact Antonio

August 2008 -

or Wanda Rosario for additional infor-
mation at 317-856-5770.

One-Day Health Seminar with speakers
Dr. Hans Diehl, developer of CHIP;
Dr. Caldwell Esselstyn, author of Re-
versing Heart Disease; and Dr. An-
tonia Demas, a leading authority on
children’s nutrition. Indiana Healthy
Choices is sponsoring this event,
Sept. 19, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., in
Anderson, Ind. For registration infor-
mation, contact Susan Landess at
765-621-7557 or susan_landess@
yahoo.com.

Women’s Ministries Fall Weekend Retreat
is Sept. 19-21 at the Embassy Suites
Indianapolis North with guest speaker
Sally Streib. Must register by Sept. 1.
For details, contact Tammy Begley at
tammy.begley@gmail.com or 317-

919-5318.

The Indiana Academy (IA) Alumni Asso-
ciation welcomes all graduates/at-
tendees to the IA campus for Alumni
Homecoming, Oct. 10-11.
classes are 1958, ‘68, ‘83 and ‘98.
In addition, the classes of 1978
and 1988 will be recognized. Spe-
cial recognition will be given to the
golden-age classes of 1929-1957.

Honor

For more information, contact
Jimmy Arnett, alumni president, at
219-629-1177 or jimmy_arnett@
vfc.com. Or you may contact Bill
Hicks, principal, at 317-984-3575,
ext. 228, or bhicks@isda.org. As
part of the weekend activities, the
18th annual Alumni Golf Classic
and Auction will be held Fri., Oct.
10. For information regarding the
golf/auction event, contact Law-
rence Johnson at 765-649-7256 or

ljohnson@mustinbuilders.com.
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Lake Union

Offerings

Aug2 Local Church Budget
Aug9 Oakwood College/Andrews
University/Loma Linda
University

Local Church Budget

Local Conference Advance
Union Conference
Designated (Evangelism)

Aug 16
Aug 23
Aug 30

Special Days
Aug 30 Abuse Prevention
Emphasis Day

Michigan

The Burlington Seventh-day Adventist
Church will celebrate its 150th anni-
versary on Sabbath, Aug. 9, in a tent
on the church grounds. Celebration
includes: 9:30 a.m. Sabbath school;
11:00 a.m. Worship Service; potluck
dinner; afternoon musical program
and historical presentation; supper;
and 7:00 p.m. meeting. This cel-
ebration will be the beginning of a
week-long revival series. All friends
and former members of the church
are invited to attend. For more infor-
mation, contact Dennis Todd at 269-
965-6788, or Mark Howard, pastor, at
517-238-6030.

Remnant Publications Rally Weekend: Join
Remnant Publications Aug. 28-30 for
our second annual Remnant Rally at
the Dearth Community Center in Cold-
water, Mich. During this Spirit-filled
weekend you'll experience power-
packed speaking, plus great Christian
fellowship, music that speaks to your
soul, delicious food and free tours of
the Remnant Publications press facili-
ties. Speakers include Danny Shelton,
Stephen Bohr, Dwight Hall, Christian
Berdahl and Mark Howard. To register
for this event or for more information,
call 800-423-1319, ext. 18, or go to
www.RemnantRally.com.

Notice is hereby given that the 31st ses-
sion of the Michigan Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists will be held
at the Cedar Lake Church in Cedar
Lake, Mich., Sept. 21, 2008, with the
first meeting called at 9:30 a.m. Re-
ports of the previous five years will

be rendered, proposed constitutional
changes may be considered, the elec-
tion of conference officers, depart-
mental directors, and members of the
executive committee will take place,
and any other business will be trans-
acted which may properly come be-
fore the session. Delegates are those
duly elected by the various churches
of the conference and delegates-at-
large as provided in the constitution.
Each church in the Michigan Confer-
ence is entitled to one delegate for
its organization, and one additional
delegate for each 100 members or
extended fraction thereof, determined
by the membership as of Dec. 31,
2007. As provided by the bylaws, the
organizing committee (composed of
one member from each church, plus
one additional member for each 500
members or major fraction thereof, as
of Dec. 31, 2007) will meet on Sept.
20, 2008. The meeting will begin with
vespers at 7:30 p.m., at the Cedar
Lake Church.

Jay Gallimore, president

James Micheff Jr., secretary

Andrews Academy Homecoming Weekend:
All alumni of Emmanuel Missionary
College Academy, Andrews University
Academy and Andrews Academy plan
now to join us for special services
on Fri. evening and all day Sabbath,
Oct. 17-19. Honor classes are 1939,
‘44, '49, ‘54, ‘59, ‘64, ‘69, ‘74, ‘79,
‘84,89, ‘94,99 and 2004. For more
details, contact the Academy Alumni
office at 269-471-6140 or e-mail
acadalum@andrews.edu.

North American Division

The Berkeley Springs (West Virginia)
Church will commemorate the 40th
anniversary of its founding with spe-
cial all-day services (including a fel-
lowship luncheon) on Sabbath, Aug.
16. All former pastors, members and
friends of the congregation are es-
pecially invited to participate in the
fellowship. In addition to attending, if
you have any stories, articles or pic-
tures for a public display, or for more
information, contact Denise Mayberry
at 304-258-6679 or denifrakin@aol.
com; or Mark Hann at 304-258-3888
or hann@pennswoods.net.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.




Oak Park Academy Alumni: Return to
Gates Hall, Nevada, lowa, Sept. 19 and
20, for a great time with classmates
and friends. The honor classes are
1933, ‘38, ‘43, ‘48, ‘63, 58, ‘63, ‘68,
‘73, ‘78 and ‘83. For more informa-

tion, go to www.opainiowa.com.

Sunnydale Adventist Academy Alumni
Weekend will be held Oct.2-5 in Centra-
lia, Mo. Honor classes are: 1948, ‘53,
‘68,63,68,°78, ‘83, ‘88 and ‘98. Ac-
tivities start with the Silver Showcase,
Thurs. evening, Oct. 2. For additional
information, call 573-682-2164 or
visit website www.sunnydale.org.

College View Academy Alumni Weekend is
Oct. 10-12. Honor classes: 1948, ‘58,
‘68, ‘78, ‘83, ‘88 and ‘98. Special
feature Sat., Oct. 11, 11:00 a.m., is
Bill Chunestudy, class of ‘68 and vice
president for Academic Administra-
tion for the California Preparatory
College in Redlands. All former stu-
dents welcome. Come enjoy a great

weekend. For more information, visit
www.collegeviewacademy.org.

Health Summit West-English, 2008, Loma
Linda University: The North American
Division, Pacific Union and Loma
Linda School of Health announce
the 4th health certification training
program, Oct. 17-28. “Tell the World
Christ Brings Health and Wholeness”
will present featured speakers Jose
Rojas and Hyveth Williams, pastors.
Six “train-the-trainer” seminars will be
conducted. For more information, go
to www.nadhealthsummit.com.

Corrections

Traci Jackson, author of “Historical
Message of Hope” in the July 2008
issue, was inadvertently identified as
Traci Jacobs. Michael Horton, pastor
of the Hyde Park Church, was incor-
rectly identified as a local church el-
der in the article, “Conference leaders
discuss strategic stewardship plans.”
We regret these errors.

Advent Source

Did the Nominating Committee

ask you to be a

Stewardship
Leader?

AdventSource has a free kit for
Stewardship Leaders with the
resources you need for this ministry.

1-800-328-0525

or order online at
www.adventsource.org

(enter the promotional code on the website payment page)

FREE with special
promotional code LU88
Regular retail price $5.95/kit

Free kits also available with this special promotional code for Elder, Adult Sabbath
School, Greeter, Children’s Ministries, Communication, Personal Ministries, Youth
Ministries, Women’s Ministries, Family Ministries, and Deacon.

Catalog #100211

In the Spirit

BY GARY BURNS

Visit www.LakeUnionHerald.org

t was a full and wonderful day of fellow-

ship and renewal. As the sun slid down
behind the trees casting a shadow in my par-
ents’ living room, Uncle Walt realized it was
time for him and Aunt Jackie to head home. He
placed his hands on his knees and said, “Well,
we need to get back to Columbus.”

Uncle Walt began to rise from the couch.
“But Gary, before we go, there’s something I've
got to say.” He sat back down. “When are you
going to get about doing what God called you
to do? | don’t know how long God is going to
be patient with you, but my patience has just
about run out”

For the next hour and a half, Uncle Walt re-
flected on my life, my experiences as a young
boy at Germantown and the things he had ob-

served regarding the gifts God had given me.

On our way home I turned to my wife Mary-
ann and said, “Well, what do you think about
what Uncle Walt said?” Without a moment’s
hesitation she replied, “I think he’s right” A
few months later we were in a three-church
district in northwest Ohio, assigned to Uncle
Walt as my mentor in ministry.

Uncle Walt mentioned he had not planned
to say anything that day, but as he began to
stand up, the words came out.

I'm thankful for the opportunity to be his
partner in ministry on your behalf, for his
faithful partnership with God and for his will-
ingness to risk living “in the Spirit.” I'm going
to miss our former president, and | know you

will too.

Gary Burns is the communication director of the
Lake Union Conference.
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~OICE [YOUNG ADULTS SPEAK THEIR MIND]

A Move to

Remember

BY BENTON BAKER

t the General Conference Session in 2004, my dad was looking for an Adventist school for my younger sister

and me to go to before I reached my freshman year. This was really a major ordeal for him, because he didn’t

get an Adventist education and he really wanted my sister and me to have one. So we asked a reliable source

for their opinion of the top ten boarding and day academies. The list included Shenandoah Adventist Academy, Mile

High Adventist Academy, Battle Creek Academy and several other well-known academies in the Seventh-day Adventist

denomination.

When we returned home to Oklahoma after the Gen-
eral Conference Session, my dad still hadn’t made up his
mind where to go, so he decided he would just let God lead
the way. That next week there was a job opening advertised
in one of my dad’s pharmacy journals for a pharmacist po-
sition in Denver, Colorado; this would allow us to go to
Mile High Adventist Academy. My dad was really psyched
up about this, because he has always wanted to live in Den-
ver. But again, there was also an opening for a position in
Battle Creek, Michigan. Again, my dad decided just to let
the Lord lead.

So one week he flew out to Denver for an inter-
view on Thursday, looked for houses on Friday
and flew back on Friday evening. He then
flew to Battle Creek on Sunday, looked for
houses on Monday and flew back Monday
evening, After looking at houses in Denver,
he knew there was no way we could afford
to live there. The cost of living was way
too high. But after interviewing in Battle
Creek, looking at houses, touring the acad-
emy and listening to the band, my dad knew

LAKE UNION HERALD

that if he was offered the job in Battle Creek that is where
we were moving,

Sure enough, later that month, my dad was offered the
job. One of the many things my parents worried about was
the finances for us to go to Battle Creek Academy, but the
new job also came with a new salary—just enough to match
my dad’s old salary plus enough to cover the two tuition
costs. This really eased the burden on my parents, because
it was one less thing they had to worry about once they got
here.

The move to Michigan really demonstrated God’s love
and caring power, because everything that could
have gone wrong didn’t. It’s like God stepped in
because He really wanted my sister and me to

go to an Adventist academy. Just like in Ro-
mans 8:28, “And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love God, to
those who are the called according to His
purpose”(NKJV). This passage really came

through with gusto during our move.

Benton Baker will be a junior at Battle Creek Academy during
the 2008-2009 school year. He received a $100 scholarship,
since his submission was selected for publication.

The Lake Union Herald is available online.
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Kara “Karie” Baxter, 18, is a 2008 graduate of Peterson-War-
ren Academy (PWA) in Inkster, Mich. A member of the Maranatha
Church in Detroit, Kara is an extremely talented, Christian young «
lady who was active in her church and is remembered for her will- =
ingness to help at schoo. “Whenever she was asked to lead out or as- "4 -
sist, the answer was always “Yes!” said Nettie Gray, school counselor. Kara Baxter
Kara is well rounded and was a featured speaker for the “Elijah Project,” sponsored by
her church. A gifted singer, Kara has delivered special music for various programs.

Kara was a member of the R.D. Barnes Honor Society, and she maintained a 4.0 GPA
since eighth grade. Kara was Student Association president. The most important thing
she learned in academy is to “put all my trust in God. ... T know for a fact that I would
not have made it through high school without God’s unending grace and mercy.”

The eighth grade elocution class at PWA was Kara’s most memorable experience.
There, Kara was able to speak on abortion at an annual speaking competition hosted by
the school.

Kara’s favorite class was Black History. She loved “learning about my ancestors and
what they went through to make their dreams come true. The plight of the Black race is
really inspiring, because it shows that you can come from nothing and become some-
body”

After graduation, Kara plans to attend college. She will major in history and political
science, and plans to eventually become a lawyer and then a judge.

Kara is the daughter of David and Renée Baxter of Eastpointe, Mich.

Dominion “Nikko” Burch, 20, is a 2008 graduate of Peterson-War-
ren Academy (PWA) in Inkster, Mich. A member of the City Temple
Church in Detroit, Dominion may be best described as a cooperative,
gentle person and a gifted artist. According to school counselor Nettie
Gray, “He [got] along extremely well with his classmates and adults.

With each passing school year, I have watched Dominion mature both

Dominion Burch

academically, socially and spiritually.”

A member of the PWA school choir, Dominion also sings with his church choir. He
is involved in other aspects of the church.

Dominion says he enjoyed the music festival at Andrews University in 2008. “It was
awesome singing with students from the other academies. The music was a taste of how
the heavenly choir must sound.”

While Dominion has always loved art and computer animation, the introduction of
a robotics class at PWA soon became his favorite. He says, “T enjoyed participating in
the robotics competition with my fellow team mates and seeing the creations of other
teams.”

This fall Dominion plans to attend Oakwood University where he will major in
computer animation and music.

Dominion is the son of Herman and Lorraine Burch of Detroit.
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teat Fruit for a Great Caus

Let
Golden Harvest Fruit Sales

supply you with Fresh Florida Citrus,
November thru April, for your
Church or School Fundraiser!

Golden Harvest Fruit Sales, Inc.
Phone:1-800-826-9099
Fax:772-466-5920
www.goldenharvestsales.com

Box C, Berrien Springs, MI 49103



