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DO WE NEED AN AMENDMENT?

(continued on page 4 )

By Ann Toland Serb f
The right to life is not a "Catho­
lic” issue but rather a basic 
human right, without which 
no claim to rights has 
validity.

During the fight to ex­
tend civil rights to al 
minority groups, in the 
battle to unionize farm 
workers, when the 
peace movement 
struggled to end the 
War in Vietnam,
Catholics were 
warmly welcomed, 
both as individuals 
and as a Church.

When the American 
bishops, singly or in a

(continued on page 2)

By Harrison W. John*
An amendment would offer a 
woman no choice but to ac­

cept the verdict o f a powerful 
lobby in a matter that is in­
tensely personal.

Jane Roe and Mary Doe 
are as faceless as the pro­
verbial “John Doe,” but 
they are responsible for a 
major debate in constitu­
tional law. Its echoes have 
spread from the marble 
halls of the Supreme Court 
in Washington to the living 
rooms of Americans across 
the land.

Jane Roe is a real per­
son, but her name has been 
changed to represent every
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group , spoke ou t regarding the Farah 
strike, the U nited  Farm  W orkers’ 
co n tro v e rsy , o r am nesty  fo r d raft 
evaders , there  w as no uproar regard ­
ing their religious affiliation.

N or did anyone question  the 
propriety  o f a religious group taking 
part in these  efforts. The stress was 
on hum an co ncerns , hum an responsi­
b ility, hum an rights.

How fa r w e 'v e  com e since those 
days!

N ow  m any of the people and
groups w ho greeted  C atholics w ith a 
sincere “ W elcom e, b re th ren !”  in 
these efforts , are loudly questioning 
the right o f C atho lics, e ither as 
individuals o r a religious body , to 
involve them selves in the question  of 
hum an life. In  particu lar, the U .S . 
C atholic b ish o p s’ “ P astoral Plan 
fo r P ro -L ife  A ctiv ities”  is being 
attacked  w ith the in tensity  once 
reserved  fo r p rom oters o f the In ­
quisition.

Strange this point w as never raised  
before . A nd strange tha t, som ehow , 
on the issue of hum an life, w hich 
affects every  person from  conception  
to d ea th , the C atholic C hurch is 
supposed to  rem ain  silent.

T here is good reason  to doubt 
the sincerity  o f those w ho draw  
such a conclusion . G ood reason 
to suspect tha t w hat concerns them  
is not the p ropriety  of C hurch 
involvem ent, but ra ther w hich side 
it takes.

F irst, hum an life is not a “ C atho lic” 
issue. T rue , it is a moral issue, in 
the sam e m anner as civil rights 
for m inorities. And it is a legal 
question , m uch as A m erican 
involvem ent in Indochina.

Even m ore, as in all cases o f social 
ju s tice , it is a hum an issue. It is the 
right of every  individual, regardless 
of religious affiliation, to  speak out 
on any sub jec t. This tru th  is clearly 
dem onstrated  by those advocating  
unlim ited pornography and scream ing 
obscenities in the s tree ts . In the 
U nited S ta tes , freedom  of speech 
is not a C atholic teach ing , but a

guaran teed  constitu tional right, 
based on the F irs t A m endm ent, 
protecting  the freedom  of speech.

To call the sub jec t o f hum an life 
a C atholic issue is to ignore all the 
fine P ro testan ts , Jew s, and a theists 
who feel hum an life is, w ithout 
qualification, precious. It has surprised 
m any of them  to find them selves 
au tom atically  linked to  the C atholic 
C hurch , w ithout any form al co n v er­
sion.

The im plication is tha t M ethodists, 
L u therans, B aptists , P resby terians, 
M orm ons, and all o ther people of 
strong faith  have no right to  intrude 
upon this “ sec ta rian ”  battle . The 
insinuation for C atholics is that 
they should dem onstra te  their inde­
pendence from  their C hurch by 
opposing its stand  on hum an life, 
even w hen this w ould v iolate their 
personal beliefs.

This a ttitude , fostered  through 
the m edia, has created  feelings of 
doubt in m any C atholics. For it is 
true that no one group should try 
to force its particu lar religious 
beliefs or m orals upon o thers. Yet 
there has been no a ttem pt to  have 
C ongress declare the Real Presence 
in the E ucharist as part of the 
A m erican c reed , o r to institu te a 
national holiday in honor o f the 
Blessed M other.

T he deliberate  confusion  of the 
legal and moral in the m atter of 
hum an life ignores the fac t that 
m uch of w hat is illegal is also im m oral. 
M urder, theft, p erju ry , are acknow l­
edged as im m oral. And our nation also 
classifies them  as illegal.

T here has been a concerted  effort 
to dism iss anyone w ho opposed 
the m odern  attack  upon life as “ only 
C atho lics .”  The im plication is that 
a group of robotlike people, d irected  
by a foreign leader, is trying to rule 
the country .

If 50,000 people stage a dem onstra­
tion in o rder to  p rom ote recognition 
of the u n b o rn ’s right to life, they 
have no significance. T hey  are , of 
cou rse , all C atholics, m indlessly 
follow ing orders. W hile there may 
be ex tensive m edia coverage fo r 
100 people p icketing fo r gay liberation , 
a sto ry  about a prolife dem onstra tion  
is usually  covered  in one or tw o 
paragraphs buried near the back 
o f the secular p ress. And there has 
been no prom inent rep o rt on those 
S tates tha t put abortion  to  a re fe ren ­
dum . The vo ters re jec ted  abortion  
on dem and by m ore than  90 per 
cen t. Yet none o f these  S ta tes have 
C atholics making up 90 per cent 
o f the population.

T he individual C atholic w ho 
supports the antilife m ovem ent or 
adm its publicly to  having had an 
abortion , how ever, is highly signifi­
can t. And well publicized , if we judge 
by te lecasts on the sub jec t. The 
indication here is tha t one intelligent, 
independen t, highly rational person 
som ehow  m anaged to slip aw ay from  
all those sheep , in sp ite o f the 
best efforts of the to talitarian  
shepherds.

I am one C atholic w ho is sick and 
tired of apologizing fo r my stand on 
hum an life. Y es, I have had the 
guidance of the C hurch  in form ing 
my judgm ent. But I have used 
my pow er o f hum an reason  to  m ake 
my final choice . I have no guilt 
feelings because  my reason  agrees 
with C hurch  teaching. And I refuse 
to prove my independence by opposing 
the C h u rch ’s position . To do so 
w ould be a denial of my personal 
integrity.

W ithout the foundation  of the 
right to  life itself, there  is no basis 
for any claim  to unequivocal hum an 
rights. T here is no inheren t dignity 
of the hum an person . And it is 
this concep t o f dignity upon w hich is 
built any dem and fo r social justice  or 
equal rights.

My com m on sense tells me that 
we will, in the next few  decades, 
have serious population  problem s.
O ur difficulty then  will not be
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finding enough room  to m ove o r food 
to e a t, as the “ e x p e rts”  p red ict. It 
will be finding enough people in 
the w ork  fo rce  to  support the elderly , 
the poor, the hand icapped , all 
those w ho canno t provide for 
them selves.

W hile the children  not being 
born are re fe rred  to  as potential 
consum ers (p resen ting  us w ith the 
p icture of ravenous little m ouths 
devouring every th ing  in sight), 
we canno t ignore the fac t tha t they 
also , one day , becom e w orkers and 
taxpayers.

W hat will we do w hen there  are 
not enough w orking people to  support 
all of us in our old age? O r in our 
infirm ity, w hatever it m ight be?
Can we afford to  delude ourselves 
with the thought that we shall never 
grow  old?

Perhaps one day soon we will 
not have m any people w ho are 
old and dependen t. B ut not because 
we have d iscovered  the foun ta in  of 
e ternal youth . It will be because either 
starvation  o r “ death  w ith d ig n ity ,"  
as eu thanasia  p roponen ts euphem is­
tically re fe r to  the ir “ so lu tio n ,” 
has claim ed m ost o f ou r aged. It 
is a situation  I do not antic ipate  
cheerfu lly .

A look at the m any m iles o f un­
cu ltivated  farm land , and  a study of the 
governm en t budget figures on subsidies 
paid to  fa rm ers  fo r not grow ing 
food , indicate th a t ou r problem  
is not inability to support a larger 
num ber o f people. U nw illingness 
and inability are not the sam e thing.

A nyone w ho ties together the 
various th reads of the antilife trend 
is thought to be paranoid . P roponen ts 
o f the death  m entality  encourage 
us to  th ink  of each  th rea tened  group 
as a to tally  unrelated  species. The 
unborn , the term inally  ill, those 
w orn ou t by age are trea ted  as 
com pletely  separa te .

Y et, if they  are  not fu lly  hum an, 
w hat a re  th ey ?  And w hat are w e?

T he end resu lt o f each  solution 
p roposed  fo r these “ d iffe ren t"  
problem s is the sam e— death . And 
it is life o r dea th  tha t is the com m on
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denom inato r w hen we concern  
ourse lves w ith the value o f hum an life.

T hose w ho appear paranoid  about 
the spread  of the antilife m ovem ent 
have solid reasons fo r the ir fea rs .

If we go back  only a  few  years 
to the first in troduction  of abortion  
reform  bills in various S ta te s , we 
recall tha t they  w ould affect very 
few  people. O r so we w ere told. 
Pregnancy caused  by rape or incest, 
babies born  defec tive , ex trem ely  
young unw ed m others, and so 
on. Any com passionate  person 
had to adm it that these , indeed, 
w ere tragic cases .

Then legal abortion  becam e a 
reality .

W hat happened? The w anton 
slaughter o f hundreds of thousands 
of perfectly  norm al bab ies. So 
how can we tru st th is sam e m entality  
w hen it p roposes o th er changes, 
offering us “ death  w ith d ig n ity "  or 
o ther hum anitarian-sounding  goals?

W hat am azes me m ost is our 
m odern day sch izophren ia . In 
m any hosp ita ls , the abortion  d ep a rt­
m ent does a b risk  business, d isposing 
of unbo rn , unw anted babies. D own 
the hall, m eanw hile, docto rs and 
nurses w ork valiantly  to save the 
lives o f p rem ature bab ies, w ho differ 
from  those callously ca s t aside 
only because  their paren ts w ant 
them .

Judges have ruled that unborn  
babies are entitled  to w elfare benefits. 
Such benefits are available only 
to  a hum an person.

In som e S ta te s , it is possib le to 
claim  an unborn  child as a dependen t 
fo r tax purposes, and still kill him 
by abortion . The In ternal R evenue 
Service has stric t rules tha t cover 
w ho may be claim ed as a dependen t 
for Federal taxes. A nyone w ho 
has ever tried to deduct a ve te rin a rian ’s 
bill as a m edical cost know s tha t 
rule num ber one is tha t all dependen ts 
m ust be hum an.

T he w om en’s rights m ovem ent 
stresses the hum an right of w om en 
to equal standing under the law.
M ost people do believe in equal 
pay, equal opportun ity , equal ad-
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vancem en t, as part o f sim ple ju stice .
Som e leaders o f this m ovem ent 

are vocally  dem anding freedom  
from  the traditional “ o p p ress io n ” 
of w om en by m en. O ne of their 
so lu tions, abortion  on dem and so 
a w om an m ay have the right to 
con tro l her ow n body , ignores any 
right o f the baby to  determ ine 
w hat will becom e of his body.

Such radical dem ands fo r “ eq u a lity ”  
are not based  upon ju s tice , but 
upon a  desire  to  m ove from  the 
role o f “ o p p re ssed ”  to  tha t of 
“ o p p re s so r .”  I find it hard  to equate  
this w ith ju s tice , w hich m eans fair 
trea tm en t fo r all.

If we are not to  use “ w an ted n ess” 
as the basis fo r legal rights, we 
might as well th row  ou t all progress 
m ade in the past cen tu ry  on civil 
rights. N o  m atter w hat the law 
d ic ta te s , there  will alw ays be som e 
people w ho do not “ w an t”  m inorities 
(including w om en) to  have equal 
em ploym ent, fa ir housing, o r the 
oppo rtun ity  to  m ove upw ard  in 
society . Y et no  one m ay deprive 
these “ u n w an ted ”  people o f their 
rights w ithout risking legal action .

A nother pet phrase o f the abo rtion ­
ists is “ quality  o f life .”  W e m ust 
resist the im pulse to  d iscuss the 
“ quality  o f life”  w ithout first e s tab ­
lishing the abso lu te  value of life 
itself. T oo o ften  this ph rase  has 
one goal— b ette r quality , less life.

L ife itself is the concern  fo r 
those o f us w ho believe in people. 
O nce life is p ro tec ted , we can 
consider various m eans by w hich it 
can be im proved fo r the less fo rtuna te .

C ertain ly  no sane person  would 
accep t elim ination o f som e of the 
living as the solu tion  fo r im proving 
the “ qu a lity ”  o f the ir lives. Y et this 
is w hat is o ften  p roposed  under 
this noble-sounding term .

Should we allow the antilife 
m ovem ent to  designate certa in  
people as “ u n n ecessa ry ,”  “ incon­
v en ien t,”  o r “ not the right q u a lity ,”  
we w ould find no place to draw  the 
line o f hum an value, beyond  w hich 
we ourselves will be safe .

R eading the daily new spapers is

an exerc ise  in ho rro r fo r those who 
are life-conscious.

T here is the incident o f the black 
m en, afflicted w ith syphilis, w ho w ere 
used as guinea pigs w ithout their 
know ledge. In o rder to study  the 
course  of the d isease , docto rs in 
charge w ithheld drugs tha t w ould 
have cu red  them .

T he num ber o f ado lescen t black 
girls sterilized  w ithout the ir p a ren ts ’ 
know ledge or consen t, w hile in 
S tate cu sto d y , is still not know n.
This w as done to  p reven t their 
having children  fo r the S tate  to 
support. The assum ption  th a t they 
w ould au tom atically  becom e pregnant 
is racism  at its w orst. W ithout any 
legal p rocedu res, they  w ere denied 
the right ever to have children .

A nd are we to fo rget— dare we 
fo rget— th a t a bill in troduced  in 
H aw aii in 1971 w ould have helped 
contro l population  by requiring 
sterilization  of every  w om an upon 
the b irth  o f her second  live child?

A nurse in Illinois, term inally  
ill w ith  cancer and on public aid, 
lost the will to live w hen the S tate 
refused  to  pay fo r fu r th e r trea tm en ts. 
She had chosen  to ex tend  her life 
as long as possib le. But this decision 
was reversed  w ithout her consen t. 
W here w as her freedom  to op t fo r 
e ither life o r death  w ith dignity?

It is not enough to  call these 
incidents reg re ttab le . T hey point 
to a grow ing disregard  fo r the value 
of the individual person . W ithout 
this com m itm ent to  the individual 
we have no true  socie ty , no viable 
constitu tion , no real p ro tec tion  for 
anyone— including ourselves.

Y es, i t ’s high tim e we stop apologiz­
ing fo r our religious affiliation and 
get dow n to a serious reaffirm ation of 
our com m itm ent to  every  hum an 
person , regardless o f c ircum stances.

Tim e is running ou t. 1984 is closer 
than we th ink . □

t  A n n  Toland Serb is a free-lance  
writer in C hicago, Illinois.
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w om an. In the spring of 1970 she 
faced  a situation  tha t has confron ted  
m any a single w om an like her.
She w as pregnant. She w anted an 
abortion .

But tha t w as not possible in Dallas 
C ounty , T exas— not in 1970. S tate 
sta tu tes declared  abortion  illegal 
except on m edical g rounds, and then  
only fo r the purpose of saving the 
m o ther’s life. U nable to  afford to 
travel to a m ore sym pathetic  ju ris ­
d iction , Jane institu ted  Federal action  
in M arch, 1970, against the d is tric t 
a tto rney  of Dallas C ounty  on behalf 
o f herself and “ all o ther w om en 
sim ilarly s itu a ted .”  It w as her su it that 
led to  the stunning Suprem e C ourt 
decision know n as R oe  v. W ade.

A t about the sam e tim e, a 22-year- 
old m arried G eorgia w om an, eight 
w eeks pregnant, w as advised  by 
docto rs to  abort her fe tu s . M ary Doe 
(a pseudonym ) had th ree ch ild ren , tw o 
of w hom  w ere living in a fo s te r hom e 
because the fam ily w as too poor to 
care for them . She had spen t tim e in a 
S tate m ental hosp ita l. H er husband , 
a construction  w orker sporadically  
em ployed, had deserted  her, forcing 
her to live w ith her indigent paren ts 
and their eight ch ild ren . The husband  
subsequently  re tu rned . On M arch 25, 
1970, she applied to  the A bortion  
C om m ittee of G rady M em orial H osp i­
tal in A tlan ta  fo r a therapeu tic  ab o r­
tion , as required  by S tate  law . H er 
application  was denied .

T he denial resu lted  in  a h is to ric  law ­
suit, D oe  v . B olton , filed against 
the a tto rney  general o f G eorgia, 
w hich even tually  becam e a com panion 
suit to  Roe  v. W ade. B oth cases cu l­
m inated in a decision  in favo r of 
abortion  on “ Black M onday ,’-’
January  22, 1973.
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T he C o u rt’s decis ion , described  by 
som e as “ the social m ilestone of the 
c e n tu ry ,”  tilts heavily  in favo r of the 
privacy of the individual, declaring 
unconstitu tional all S tate  sta tu tes 
th a t res tric t a b o rtio n .1 T he ruling 
allow s abso lu te  freedom  fo r the 
w om an, in consu lta tion  w ith her 
physician , to  obtain  an abortion  
during the first th ree  m onths o f her 
pregnancy . D uring the second  three 
m onths, the S tate m ay in te rvene , but 
only “ to the ex ten t th a t the regulation 
reasonab ly  re lates to  the p reservation  
and pro tec tion  of m aternal h ea lth .”
In o th er w ords, the decision  is still 
p ersonal, involving the w om an 
and her physician , bu t the S tate may 
im pose p rocedural res tric tio n s, such 
as w here abortions m ay or m ay not 
be perfo rm ed . The C ourt, how ever, 
allow s the S tate to  “ proscribe  abo r­
tio n ”  a fte r  “ v iab ility”  (the last three 
m onths o f p regnancy), ex cep t w hen it 
is necessary  to p reserve  the life or 
health  o f the m o th e r.2 In m aking the 
ruling, the C ourt decla red  unconsti­
tu tional th e  original and  re fo rm  abortion  
laws in all 50 S ta tes , noting tha t they 
violate the F irs t, F o u rth , F ifth , N in th , 
and  F o u rteen th  A m endm ents to  the 
A m erican C onstitu tion .

W hile the C ourt has spoken au ­
tho rita tive ly  (though som e th ink  in­
conclusively) and the decision  has 
becom e the “ law of the la n d ,”  con ­
siderable opposition  has developed  to 
the “ libera l”  concep t o f abortion  
m andated  by the C ourt.

E ven  the learned judges did not 
fully agree w ith the verd ict (both 
cases w ere decided by a 7-2 m a­
jo rity ). Justice  W hite d isagreed w ith 
the ruling in unequivocal term s. 
Speaking on behalf of his fellow  d is­
sen te r, Ju s tice  R ehnqu ist, W hite said: 
“ I find nothing in the language of the 
C onstitu tion  to  support the C o u rt’s 
ju d g m en t.”  Calling the C o u rt’s de­
cision “ an exercise o f raw  judicial 
p o w er,”  he con tinued : “ I cannot 
accep t the C o u rt’s exerc ise  of its clear 
pow er o f cho ice by in terposing  a 
constitu tional barrier to  S tate  efforts 
to  p ro tec t hum an life and by investing 
w om en and docto rs w ith  the con ­

stitu tionally  pro tec ted  right to  ex ­
term inate  i t .”  H e suggests a different 
course of action : “ T his issue, fo r the 
m ost part, should be left w ith the 
people and to the political p rocesses 
the people have devised  to  govern  
their a ffa irs .”

Justice  W hite’s suggestion  served 
as a signal to  an tiabortion  fo rces to 
seek to  c ircum vent the C o u rt’s d e ­
cision via the legislative p rocess. A 
crescendo  of voices im m ediately 
jo ined in opposition . P atrick  C ardinal 
O ’Boyle, fo rm er A rchbishop of 
W ashington, called the decision  “ a 
ca ta strophe fo r A m erica ,”  noting 
that while the C ourt had m ade abortion  
legal, it had not m ade it “ m orally 
perm issab le .”  A bortion , he said , 
rem ains a “ h ideous and heinous 
c rim e .”  C ardinal C ooke, A rchbishop 
of N ew  Y ork, called on A m ericans 
to “ reverse  th is in justice  to  the rights 
of the u n b o rn .”  C ardinal K roll, 
A rchbishop of Philadelphia, dubbed 
the C o u rt’s action  “ a m onstrous 
in ju stice ,”  adding that the A m erican 
people should  no t let an ‘ ‘illogical court 
decis ion”  d ictate  to  them  on the 
sub jec t o f m orality  and hum an life .3

A Jesu it publication  in a Jan u ary , 
1974, editorial noted tha t the R oe  v. 
W ade  decision  “ displays a  shocking 
callousness to the p resence  of life in 
the w om b .” 4 The editorial con ­
tinues: “ B ecause it trea ts  hum an life 
cheaply and encourages a  disregard 
fo r the value of all that is vulnerab le , 
abortion  on dem and is an antihum an 
po licy .”

W ithin the H ouse of R ep resen ta ­
tives, as o f F eb ruary  9, 1976, there  
w ere 55 cosponsors o f an tiabortion  
bills. (Full hearings w ere held on 
F eb ruary  4 and 5, w ith final hearings 
set fo r the w eek o f M arch 22.) Am ong 
the bills w ere tw elve ty p es , w ith 
p rovisions such as: use o f m edical 
p rocedures only to  p reserve  the 
m o th e r’s life; S ta tes allow ed to enact 
the ir ow n abortion  laws o r, through 
an o ther, to  res tric t them ; the right 
to  life guaran teed  from  “ fe rtiliza tio n ” 
o r, in ano ther bill, from  th e  m om ent 
the hea rt begins to  beat; abortion  
allow ed bu t every  reasonab le  effort Harrison W. John

L IB ER TY  M A R CH /A PRIL, 1976 5



to  be m ade to  p reserve  the life of 
the unborn .

On th e  S enate  side the issue is a 
little less com plex . O n S ep tem ber 17, 
1975, the S enate  Subcom m ittee  on 
C onstitu tional A m endm ents voted  
dow n fo u r bills in troduced  by  S enators 
Jam es B uckley  (R .-N .Y .), W illiam 
S co tt (R .-V a.), and Jesse  H elm s 
(R .-N .C .). H ow ever, the bills are 
no t dead . A s o f F eb ruary  9, 1976, 
B uckley  had re in troduced  his tw o bills 
(co sponso red  by  nine o th er S ena­
to rs), to  show  th a t the battle  will 
con tinue. S ena to r Q uentin  B urdick 
(D .-N .D .) has p roposed  one tha t 
w ould allow  the S ta tes to  proh ib it 
abortion .

The B uckley am endm ent, spon­
sored first in M ay, 1973, has a wide 
range o f back e rs , including S enators 
M ark H atfield (R .-O reg .), Jam es O. 
E astland  (D .-M iss.), and W allace F . 
B ennett (R .-U tah). In 1975, the 
am endm ent gained seven  cosponsors. 
The am endm ent says in part th a t the 
w ord “ p e rso n ”  as used  in the F ifth  
and F o u rteen th  A m endm ents to  the 
C onstitu tion  of the U n ited  S tates 
“ applies to  all hum an beings, including 
their unborn  offspring a t every  stage 
of their biological developm ent, ir­
respective  o f age, health , func tion , or 
condition  of d ep en d en cy .”  But ab o r­
tion shall no t be p roscribed  “ in an 
em ergency w hen a reasonable  m edical 
uncerta in ty  ex ists th a t con tinuation  
of the p regnancy  will cause the death  
of the m o th e r.”

Surprisingly , Section  3 o f this 
am endm ent, w hich leaves it to  C on­
gress and the S ta tes to  enac t legisla­
tion opposing abortion , is no t accep t­
able to certa in  segm ents of the prolife 
groups. O ne an tiabortion  advocate , 
reflecting a large constituency , ob jects 
on the grounds th a t it only res tric ts  
governm ent from  passing  p roabo r­
tion laws bu t does no t require  that 
laws prohibiting  abortions be 
ad o p ted .5 T his prolife advocate  
fu rth er m aintains th a t the B uckley 
am endm ent res tric ts  governm ental 
but not p rivate  assistance  fo r ab o r­
tions, unless the S tate specifically 
passes a law  forb idd ing  abortion .

In view  of these  ob jec tions, certain  
an tiabortion  groups are supporting 
a right-to-life am endm ent patterned  
afte r the T h irteen th  A m endm ent, a law 
tha t fo rb ids slavery , w hether by 
governm en t consen t o r by private 
individuals. T his am endm ent p ro ­
vides th a t no unborn  child shall be 
deprived  of life by any person, public 
or p riva te , unless it is necessary  to 
p reserve  the life o f the m other.

A nother am endm ent— this one in 
the H ouse— proposed  by Rep. G. 
W illiam W hitehurst (R .-V a.), is m ainly 
a political a ttem p t to re ta in  the 
pow er o f law m aking at the S tate level. 
Section  I reads as fo llow s: “ N othing 
in this C onstitu tion  shall bar any 
S tate or te rrito ry  or the D istrict of 
C olum bia, w ith regard to any area 
over w hich it has ju risd ic tion , from  
allowing, regulating, o r prohibiting 
the p rac tice  o f a b o rtio n .”  A sim ilar 
am endm ent p roposed  in the Senate by 
Senator S co tt o f V irginia says: “ The 
pow er to  regulate the c ircum stances 
under w hich pregnancy  m ay be 
term inated  is reserved  to  the S ta te s .”  
Such am endm ents , if passed , w ould 
leave the decision  of abortion  in the 
hands o f S tate legislators and would 
resu lt in the sam e hodgepodge of 
legislation th a t existed  before  the 
Suprem e C ourt ruling of 1973. F or 
m any w ho are active in the right-to- 
life m ovem ent, the W hitehurst and 
Sco tt am endm ents w ould be u n ­
accep tab le , because they  w ould al­
low S tates to  perm it abortion  within 
their ju risd ictions. On the o ther hand , 
they  w ould no t satisfy  p roabortion  
fo rces , because  under these prov i­
sions som e S tates could restric t the 
practice .

A nother am endm ent, p roposed  by 
S enator H elm s of N orth  C arolina, 
seeks to  establish  the exac t tim e from  
w hich an abortion  w ould be consid­
ered illegal. It reads: “ Section 1.
W ith re sp ec t to  the right of life guar­
anteed in this C onstitu tion , every 
hum an being, sub ject to  the ju ris­
diction of the U nited  S ta tes, or o f any 
S tate , shall be deem ed, from  the 
m om ent o f fertiliza tion , to be a person 
and  entitled  to  th e  right of life. Sec­

tion 2. C ongress and the several 
S tates shall have co ncu rren t pow er 
to en fo rce  this article by ap p ro ­
priate legislation”  (S .J. R es. 6).

The in tent o f the am endm ent is to  
force a definition of life from  the 
ruling issued by the Suprem e C ourt. 
The C ourt acknow ledged th a t if the 
concep t o f personhood  fo r the fe tus 
is estab lished , its right to  life is 
guaran teed  by the F o u rteen th  A m end­
m ent. The C ourt, o f co u rse , did not 
subscribe to such a line of reasoning.

The issue of w hen life begins and 
the m oral question  regarding the 
term ination  of life seem  to be the 
m ajor points of con troversy  w ithin 
the vexing debate  on abortion . Will 
the p roposed  am endm ents help to 
resolve the debate  or will they  m erely 
in tensify  the d iscussion?

W hile one m ust agree tha t we should 
not be intim idated by the “ cu lt o f the 
ro b e”  and tha t the C o u rt’s opinion 
need not be accep ted  w ith the sam e 
awe as an earlier d irective from  M ount 
Sinai, the C o u rt’s decision  does seem  
to m eet tw o basic te s ts  o f equ ity : It is 
fa ir to  all parties involved and within 
the d irectives of the C onstitu tion .

The C ourt has not been  w holly 
devoid o f a sense of sanctity  tow ard  
life, as som e have m aintained. N either 
has the C ourt tram pled on the rights 
of individuals w ho do no t w ish to 
partic ipate  in the term ination  of “ life” 
on m oral or religious g rounds. In 
Doe v. B olton, the  C ourt recognizes 
the right o f a physician or o th er hos­
pital personnel to  refuse  to partic i­
pate in abortions. On the o th er hand, 
the C ourt has ruled th a t during the 
period of “ v iab ility”  the S tate  m ay 
restric t abortion  w ithin its ju risd ic ­
tion. By the sam e token , the C ourt has 
resto red  to  the m other the right to 
be “ free  to  m ake the basic  decision 
w hether to  bear an unw an ted  c h ild ,” 
as fo rm er Justice  D ouglas expressed  
it in a concurring  opinion delivered 
in Doe v. B olton.

The C o u rt’s action  fu rth e r frees  the 
w om an to  seek an abortion  fo r un ­
w anted  pregnancies tha t resu lt from  
rape , a question  m any an tiabortion  
advocates do not d iscuss. W hy
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should a w om an have to  undergo the 
traum a and indignity o f having to  bear 
a child th a t has been  fo rcefu lly  and 
crim inally  th ru s t upon her?  W hy does 
she have to  undergo the rigorous 
scru tiny  o f a hosp ital com m ittee 
to  p rove the validity  o f an assau lt 
against her person , and  then  leave the 
decision  to  a group of people who 
have no involvem ent in her fu tu re?  
D oes not the A m erican  C onstitu tion  
provide a shelter o f p rivacy  from  
unnecessary  prying by th ird  parties 
into the m ost in tim ate details o f her 
sexual fu nc tions?  Is she being a f­
fo rded  the “ equal p ro tec tio n ” of the 
laws if she has to undergo  such hu­
m iliation, sim ply because  she is a 
w om an?

The m atter becom es fu rth e r com ­
plicated w hen one considers rape of a 
m inor. A re we going to  quibble over 
the “ rights o f the fe tu s ”  while the 
individual and her fam ily are being 
exposed  to  the spotlight of gossip , and 
while the girl has no o th er choice but 
to  carry  this sym bol o f unw anted  
benevolence fo r nine m onths and , 
from  then  on , fo rev e r have to  explain 
the em barrassing  circum stances of 
her plight?

In all fa irn ess , one m ust m ention 
tha t a num ber of an tiabortion  groups 
are willing to  accep t abortion  if the 
life o f the m other is in danger.

The ch ief po in t of fric tion  in the 
abortion  debate  focuses on the ques­
tion: W hen does life begin? M ost 
an tiabortion  spokesm en  indicate tha t 
life begins a t the m om ent of concep ­
tion and consider the C o u rt’s recogni­
tion of life at the point o f viability 
as u naccep tab le . S cien tis ts , how ever, 
are baffled no t only by the definition 
of life bu t also by the problem  of 
determ ining w hen  it ac tua lly  begins. 
A cknow ledges one sc ien tist: “ W e 
face an em barrassing  question , fo r 
although every  b io logist know s basic 
fea tu res  ch a rac te ris tic  of living 
th ings, no one know s w hat life is. N o 
one has yet been  able to  define com ­
pletely and precisely  w hen life is, to 
the sa tisfaction  o f the scientific 
co m m un ity .” 6 Tw o o th er m edical 
w riters note: “ A sked  w hen life be­

gins, m edical science is a lm ost, if not 
qu ite , as unsure as religion. S cientists 
find it as difficult to  estab lish  the 
m om ent w hen hum an ex istence  
sta rts  . . .  as they  do the m om ent 
w hen dea th  ends i t .” 7

W ithout being draw n into the fine 
d istinctions of feto logy , the C ourt 
chose a poin t at w hich there is no 
question  tha t the fe tus is a viable living 
en tity . A m anual w idely used  by 
pregnant w om en sta tes th a t a  baby 
born p rem aturely  “ during the 7th and 
8th m onth  has a 50 to  90 per cen t 
chance fo r su rv iv a l.” 8 T hus the 
C o u rt’s decision  tha t the S tate  m ay 
restric t abortion  during the third 
trim ester of p regnancy  certa in ly  has 
m edical validity.

D oes aborting  a fe tu s befo re  it 
reaches the stage o f viability co n ­
stitu te an ac t of m urder? T he C ourt 
says N o. Y et biologically there  is 
som e form  of life. It may no t be in­
telligent life, bu t life in som e e lem en­
tary  form  does ex ist. R ather than 
allowing som eone else to  m ake the 
decision  abou t tha t fo rm  o f life, the 
C ourt allows the m other, as a m atter 
of princip le, to decide.

T he D oe/R oe ruling seem s ade­
quately  b road  to  accom m odate bo th  
pro and an tiabortion  fo rces, yet 
lobbying fo r a constitu tional am end­
m ent is vigorous. M uch o f the im petus 
fo r an am endm ent com es from  an ti­
abortion  e lem en ts , am ong w hich the 
U .S . C atholic b ishops m ust be ranked  
fo rem ost since their “ P astoral Plan 
fo r P ro-L ife A ctiv ities”  appeared  
last fall. The p lan calls fo r th ree  types 
of activ ities: 1. to  educate  the public 
on abortion  issues; 2. to  help w om en 
w ho have problem s w ith pregnancies 
o r w ho have had abortions; 3. to 
secure an ti-abortion  law s and d ire c t­
ives from  the various branches of 
governm ent.

The N ational O rganization fo r 
W om en (N O W ), an ou tspoken  sup­
porter o f w om en’s rights, has no 
plans to  p resen t its ow n am endm ent.
A spokesw om an in N O W ’s legislative 
office in W ashington said neither did 
she know  of plans by o ther p ro ­
abortion  groups to  do so. “ T he 1973

decision w as defin itive ,”  she  said. “ W e 
stand by the decree  o f the C o u rt.”

W hat an tiabo rtion ists  fa il to  see is 
tha t th e ir in sistence in seeking legis­
lative red ress  to  the abortion  ruling 
tram ples on the rights o f individuals 
w ith a differing v iew point. T he C ourt 
ruling does no t force  com pliance. In 
fac t, a  spokesm an at H oly C ross H os­
pital, a R om an C atholic institu tion  
in Silver Spring, M aryland, reports 
that the C o u rt’s action  has had no 
effect on the lack  of abortion  serv ices 
at the hosp ita l. Two law suits w ere 
b rought against the hospital for 
nonserv ice , bu t they  w ere d ropped  fo r 
unknow n reasons.

A t the sam e tim e am endm ents , such 
as the ones being p roposed  in C on­
g ress, p rovide no choice fo r the 
w om an seeking an abortion  bu t to 
accep t the verd ict o f a pow erful 
lobby in a m atter th a t is in tensely  
personal. In  view  of the C o u rt’s 
reasonab le  verd ic t, one w hich allows 
fo r all parties the com plete  freedom  
of conscience  as prov ided  by  the 
C onstitu tion , an  accep tance  of its 
ruling w ould seem  m ore reasonab le  
than  plying the to rtuous and re s tr ic ­
tive rou te  of a constitu tional 
am endm ent. □

1 R o e  v. W ade, 410 U .S . 113 (1973), T e x as .
S ee  a lso , D oe  v . B o lto n , 410 U .S . 179 (1973).

2 Ju le s  S a ltm an  and  S tan ley  Z im ering ,
A b o r tio n  T o d a y  (S pringfie ld , 111.: 1973), p p . 66, 
67. ‘‘T h e  a tta in m e n t o f  v iab ility  seem s, m ed ically  
speak in g , to  b e  a  fa ir ly  logical ch o ice  fo r  th e  
b eg inn ing  o f  l i f e .”

3 All q u o te s  ta k e n  from  B etty  S arv is  and  
H y m an  R o d m a n , T he A b o r tio n  C o n troversy  
(N .Y .: C o lum b ia  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1974), p . 66.

4 “ A b o rtio n  D ecision : A Y ea r L a te r ,"  
A m eric a ,  J an . 19, 1974, p . 22.

5 F ran c is  G . L e e , “ W ha t A b o u t an  A bo rtio n  
A m en d m en t?”  A m eric a ,  M arch  8 , 1975, pp . 
166-168.

6 R ichard  M . R itlan d , A  S earch  fo r  M eaning  
in N a tu re  (M oun ta in  V iew , C a lif .: Pacific P ress  
P ub lish ing  A ssn ., 1970), p . 61.

7 S a ltm an  an d  Z im ering , loc. cit.
8 W illiam  G . B irch , A  D o c to r  D iscu sse s  
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Somebody seems headed for a TKO 
in a stirring church-state 

 ̂ championship match. j

By Albert Dittes >



T h e y ’re  h a v in g  a  re a l k n o c k d o w n  a n d  d ra g -  
o u t  s lu g fe s t  u p  th e r e  in  B ra d fo r d ,  O h io . In  
o n e  c o r n e r  o f  th e  r in g  (a  b it  p u d g y  a ro u n d  
th e  w a is t)  is  th e  h e a v y w e ig h t c h a m p io n  o f  

e d u c a t io n a l  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  th e  S ta te  o f  O h io . A n d  in 
th is  c o r n e r ,  th e  c h a lle n g e r  ( lo o k in g  a t  h is  p h y s iq u e , 
o n e  h o p e s  h e  is a  b la c k  b e l t  in  k a ra te ) ,  a  b a n ta m w e ig h t 
u n k n o w n , L e v i W . W h is n e r ,  c h a irm a n  o f  th e  b o a rd  
a n d  a d m in is t r a to r  o f  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l o f  
B ra d fo rd .

W h a t W h is n e r  d id  to  p r e c ip i ta te  th e  s e e m in g ly  u n ­
e v e n  m a tc h  w a s  to  p u t  a  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  “ c h ip ”  o n  h is 
s h o u ld e r  a n d  d a re  th e  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n  to  k n o c k  it 
o ff. (H e  w o u ld  d is o w n  th e  fig h tin g  te r m s .)  N o  s o o n e r  
sa id  th a n  d o n e ,  w h ic h  t r a n s la te s  in to  th is : T h e  b o a rd  
m e m b e rs  a n d  c o n s t i tu e n c y  o f  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  
S c h o o l r e f u s e d  to  c o m p ly  w ith  a n y  S ta te  s ta n d a rd  
th a t  w o u ld  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n  th e y  
w a n t  t o  g iv e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  O h io  
p ro m p tly  h a le d  th e m  in to  th e  r in g  to  se e  w h e th e r  th e y  
h a d  a  g la s s  c h in . T h e y  d id n ’t.

“ O u rs  is a  C h r is t ia n  s c h o o l a n d  sh o u ld  b e  u n d e r  th e  
s u p e rv is io n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,”  in s is ts  W h is n e r . “ I f  w e 
ta k e  a  S ta te  c h a r t e r ,  w e  w ill b e  u n d e r  S ta te  c o n tr o l ,  
a n d  th a t  d ir e c t io n  is  n o t w h e re  w e  w a n t  to  g o .”

O h io  is ju s t  a s  in s is te n t  o n  b a c k in g  its  re v is e d  c o d e ,  
w h ic h  r e a d s ,  “ T h e  p a re n t  h a v in g  th e  c a re  o f  a  c h ild  o f  
c o m p u ls o ry  s c h o o l a g e  . . . sh a ll c a u s e  s u c h  c h ild  to  a t ­
te n d  a  s c h o o l w h ic h  c o n fo rm s  to  th e  m in im u m  s ta n d ­
a rd s  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  th e  S ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n .”  

S o  in to  th e  “ r in g ”  w e n t W h is n e r ,  h is  w ife , a n d  te n  
o th e r  p a r e n t s .  T h e ir  p o s i t io n , th e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a ls  fo r  
th e  S e c o n d  A p p e lla te  D is t r ic t  w a s  to  f in d , w a s  b a s e d  
o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  “ a  d e s i re  
f o r  u n re s t r ic te d  e d u c a t io n a l  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  a  r e je c ­
tio n  o f  c o n te m p o r a r y  so c ia l v a lu e s ,  a n d  e c o n o m ic  
in a b ili ty  to  c o m p ly  w ith  m in im u m  s ta n d a r d s .”  S u p ­
p o r t in g  th e s e ,  s a id  th e  c o u r t ,  w a s  a “ s u b je c t iv e  in te r ­
p re ta t io n  o f  B ib lic a l la n g u a g e .”

A tto r n e y  f o r  W h is n e r  a n d  a s s o c ia te s ,  W illiam  B a ll, 
a  v e te r a n  o f  c h u r c h - s ta te  e d u c a t io n a l  c o n f l ic ts , d e ­
s c r ib e d  h is  c l i e n ts ’ s in c e r i ty .

“ T h e s e  p e o p le  a r e  n o t s h a d o w b o x in g . S o m e  p r iv a te  
s c h o o ls  h a v e  g iv e n  lip  s e rv ic e  to  S ta te  e d u c a t io n a l 
s t a n d a rd s ,  a n d  th e  d e p a r tm e n t  o f  e d u c a t io n  h a s ,  in  
tu r n ,  o v e r lo o k e d  s h o r tc o m in g s . W h e n  th e  b o a rd  m e m ­
b e rs  o f  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l s a y  so m e  o f  th e s e  
s ta n d a rd s  in te r f e r e  w ith  th e i r  k in d  o f  re lig io u s  e d u c a ­
t io n ,  th e y  d o n ’t  c o m p ly .”

T h e  tu s s le  h a d  i ts  o r ig in s  in  th e  d e s i r e  o f  m e m b e rs  
o f  G o d ’s T a b e rn a c le  C h u rc h ,  o f  w h ic h  W h is n e r  is p a s ­
to r ,  to  g iv e  th e i r  c h i ld re n  a  C h r is t ia n  e d u c a t io n .

“ W e  w a n t  to  g iv e  th e  c h i ld re n  a  g o o d  m o ra l a n d  
s p ir itu a l f o u n d a t io n  f ro m  th e  B ib le  to  p re p a re  th e m  
f o r  th e  h id e o u s  th in g s  th e y  a re  f a c in g ,”  h e  te s tif ie d  
u n d e r  o a th  in  th e  D a rk e  C o u n ty  C o u r t  o f  C o m m o n  
P le a s  in  M a y , 1 9 7 4 .1

C la s s e s  b e g a n  in  S e p te m b e r ,  1973, w ith  tw e n ty - f iv e  
s tu d e n ts  in  th e  b a s e m e n t  o f  G o d ’s T a b e rn a c le  c h u rc h ,  
lo c a te d  ju s t  o ff  H ig h w a y  36 in  th e  p ro s p e ro u s  D a rk e

C o u n ty  fa rm  c o u n tr y .  A ll tw e lv e  g ra d e s  m e t in  o n e  
ro o m , w ith  e a c h  p u p il in  a n  in d iv id u a l c a r r e l .  T h e ir  
a s s ig n m e n t :  T o  s tu d y  th e  A c c e le r a te d  C h r is t ia n  E d ­
u c a t io n  (A C E ) “ p a c e ,”  a  p a c k e t  o f  r e g u la r  s c h o o l 
s u b je c ts  d e s ig n e d  f o r  in d iv id u a l a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  
u n d e rg ird e d  w ith  B ib lic a l e x a m p le s  a n d  d o c tr in e .  T h e  
p a c k a g e d  s c h o o lin g  is p ro d u c e d  b y  A c c e le r a te d  C h r is ­
t ia n  E d u c a t io n ,  a n  in te rd e n o m in a t io n a l  g ro u p  o f  
C h r is tia n  e d u c a to r s .  S u p e rv is in g  s tu d e n t  p ro g re s s  
w e re  tw o  c e r t if ie d  te a c h e r s .

In  J a n u a r y  o f  1974 c o n s t r u c t io n  b e g a n  o n  a  p e rm a ­
n e n t s c h o o l b u ild in g . D u r in g  th e  n e x t  n in e  m o n th s  th e  
c o n g re g a t io n  r a is e d  $ 3 3 ,0 0 0  a n d  d o n a te d  e n o u g h  la b o r  
to  f in ish  a  m o d e r n  s te e l  s t r u c tu r e  a d ja c e n t  to  th e  
c h u r c h ,  w ith  a  c o m f o r ta b ly  e q u ip p e d  in te r io r  in c lu d in g  
c a rp e t in g ,  in d ire c t  lig h tin g , a n d  p le n ty  o f  w in d o w s . 
D e sk s  w ith  c u b b y h o le s  f o r  e a c h  in d iv id u a l s tu d e n t  
w e re  p la c e d  a lo n g  th e  w a lls  a n d  a r r a n g e d  in  a is le s  in  
th e  in te r io r .

D e s p ite  th e  im p ro v e m e n ts ,  p a r e n ts  so o n  b e g a n  r e ­
c e iv in g  t r u a n c y  n o tic e s  f r o m  lo c a l p u b lic  s c h o o l offi­
c ia ls  re m in d in g  th e m  th a t  a ll c h i ld re n  o f  s c h o o l ag e  
w e re  re q u ire d  to  a t t e n d  a  s c h o o l “ w h ic h  c o n fo r m s  to  
th e  m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s  p r e s c r ib e d  b y  th e  S ta te  B o a rd  
o f  E d u c a t io n .”  “ M in im u m  s t a n d a r d s ,”  th e  T a b e r ­
n a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l b o a rd  o f  d i r e c to r s  so o n

* [E d u ca tio n  in O hio  m ight w ell add  a rem edia l co u rse  in g ram m ar. F irs t 
le sson : the  d is tin c tio n  b e tw e en  so  and  so  th a t .— E d s.]

le a r n e d , w e re  d e s c r ib e d  in  a  15 0 -p ag e  b o o k  c o n ta in in g  
ro u g h ly  500  r e q u i r e m e n ts  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ,  
so m e  o f  w h ic h  c o n f l ic te d  d ir e c t ly  w ith  th e i r  re lig io u s  
c o n v ic t io n s .  T h e  s c h o o l d i r e c to r s  to o k  th e  s ta n d a rd s  
l i te ra lly  a s  th e y  r e a d ,  n o t a p p e a l in g  f o r  a  “ b ro a d  in ­
t e r p r e t a t io n ,”  a n d  r e f u s e d  to  c o m p ly . O n  N o v e m b e r  
30, 1973, th e  S ta te  in i t ia te d  a  c r im in a l p ro s e c u t io n  fo r  
tr u a n c y .  W h is n e r  p ro m p tly  s u b m it te d  to  th e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t o f  e d u c a t io n  a  p la n  d e s c r ib in g  th e  s c h o o l ’s o r ­
g a n iz a tio n  a n d  p ro g ra m . In c lu d e d  w e re  in fo rm a t io n  
a n d  c o m m itm e n ts  c o r r e s p o n d in g  to  th o s e  c o n ta in e d  in  
th e  m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s  “ so  f a r  a s  is c o n s i s te n t  w ith  
o u r  re lig io u s  b e l i e f s .”  A  h e a r in g  w a s  s e t  f o r  th e  
D a rk e  C o u n ty  C o u r t  o f  C o m m o n  P le a s  in  G re e n v il le ,  
O h io .

In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  p r im a r i ly  s p ir i tu a l  e d u c a t io n a l  
g o a ls  o f  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l p a re n ts ,  th o s e  
o f  th e  S ta te  w e re  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  ( e d u c a t in g  e a c h  c h ild  
to  h is  p o te n t ia l )  a n d  g o v e rn m e n ta l  ( p e r p e tu a t in g  th e  
c u ltu ra l  h e r i ta g e ) .  “ D e m o c ra c y  is b a s e d  u p o n  a n  e d u ­
c a te d  c i t iz e n r y  w h ic h  v a lu e s  la w  a n d  o r d e r , ”  s t a te s  a  
r e c e n t  b o o k  e n t i t le d  E d u c a t io n  a n d  th e  L a w  in O h io . 
“ S u c h  v a lu e s  m u s t b e  h e ld  a n d  u n d e r s to o d  b y  e d u c a ­
to r s ,  s o *  s u c h  c o n c e p ts  a re  t r a n s m i t te d  to  th e  le a r n ­
e r s .  S c h o o l e m p lo y e e s  a n d  p a t r o n s  m u s t u n d e r s ta n d  
t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  s y s t e m  g o v e r n i n g  A m e r i c a ’ s 
s c h o o l s .”  2

B u t th e  S ta te  d id  n o t  o p p o s e  o p e ra t io n  o f  p a ro c h ia l  
s c h o o ls .  I n d e e d , A rtic le  I o f  th e  O h io  S ta te  Bill o f  
R ig h ts , S e c tio n  7 , s t a te s ,  “ R e lig io n , m o ra li ty ,  a n d  
k n o w le d g e  . . . b e in g  e s s e n t ia l  to  g o o d  g o v e rn m e n t ,  it
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And in This Corner of the Ring . . .
On N ovem ber 5, 1975, au tho rities in F ranklin  

C ou n ty , O hio , in itiated  action  against th ree  sets 
o f paren ts  th a t cou ld  m ake the ir ch ild ren  w ards 
of the S tate .

T he paren ts w ere no t beating  th e ir children . 
O r teach ing  them  to  sm oke m arijuana . O r p u t­
ting w hisky in the ir hot choco la te . O r failing to 
suppo rt them .

N o , they  w ere sending them  to  a  parochial 
school, w hich the S tate  d epartm en t o f education  
alleged w as not in com pliance w ith its m inim um  
s tandards. F o r th a t the paren ts w ere charged 
w ith “ child n eg lec t.”

T he school, W inchester C hris tian  A cadem y, 
in W inchester, O hio , has one te ac h e r, P astor 
Jam es M oody, o f the M orningstar B aptist 
chu rch . An ordained  m inister, he has tw o d e ­
grees in h is to ry  from  th e  U n ivers ity  o f N o rth  
C aro lina and a degree in religion from  the F ruit- 
land Bible Institu te . But he is not certified by 
O hio, w hich requ ires tha t a teach e r be g raduated  
from  an accred ited  school w ith a degree in ed ­
ucation— even  to  teach  in a nonpublic school. 
O nly seven  o f the fifty S ta tes m ake this req u ire ­
m ent.

W inchester C hristian  A cadem y follow s the 
A ccelera ted  C hristian  E ducation  (A C E) p ro ­
gram  used also  in T abernacle  C hristian  School 
(see article). A B ib le-oriented  program  of ed u ca ­
tion in basic sub jec t a reas , it p rom otes se lf-re­
liance th rough  self-teach ing , bu t w ith highly 
individualized instruction .

T he A C E  m ethod  s ta rts  each  pupil a t his ow n 
ach ievem en t level and perm its him to m ove 
th rough  special learning packe ts— called “ p a c e s” 
— at his ow n speed .

T he  th ree  p a ren ts  a rre s ted — th e  T om  W oods, 
M aynard  O sbo rns, and T erry  M illers— seem  in 
little danger o f losing their ch ild ren  in the near 
fu tu re . All charges o f child neglect w ere d ropped  
on N ovem ber 17, 1975, one day  befo re  deposi­
tions w ere to  be taken  in C olum bus, O hio.

It m ay be su spec ted  tha t w hat the paren ts d e ­
m anded had som ething to do w ith the hasty  
abandonm en t o f charges. T hrough  the ir a tto r­
ney , D avid G ibbs, o f L akew ood , O hio , they 
requested  all parties subpoenaed  to  bring rec­
ords w hich show ed:

1. All p riva te  schools in 100 per cen t com ­
pliance w ith m inim um  standards.

2. All public schools in 100 per cen t com pli­
ance w ith m inim um  S tate  educational standards.

3. A list o f all p riva te  and  public schools in 
O hio w hich opened  while not in 100 per cen t 
com pliance, and how  m uch tim e they  w ere given 
to  com ply.

4. All reco rds o f p rivate  and public schools in 
the local d is tric t.

5. A reco rd  o f all inspections m ade o f  non- 
tax -suppo rted  schoo ls, and all public schoo ls, as 
well.

Som e days it ju s t d o e sn ’t pay to  get ou t o f b e d !

sh a ll b e  th e  d u ty  o f  th e  G e n e ra l A s s e m b ly  to  p a s s  s u i t ­
a b le  la w s , to  p r o te c t  e v e ry  re lig io u s  d e n o m in a tio n  in  
th e  p e a c e fu l  e n jo y m e n t o f  its  o w n  m o d e  o f  p u b lic  w o r ­
s h ip , a n d  to  e n c o u ra g e  s c h o o ls  a n d  th e  m e a n s  o f  in ­
s t r u c t io n .” 3 In  1947, th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  ru le d  th a t  “ p a re n ts  m a y , in  th e  d is c h a rg e  o f  
th e i r  d u ty  u n d e r  S ta te  c o m p u ls o ry  e d u c a t io n  la w s , 
s e n d  th e i r  c h ild re n  to  a  re lig io u s  r a th e r  th a n  a  p u b lic  
s c h o o l if th e  s c h o o l m e e ts  th e  s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n a l  r e ­
q u i r e m e n t s  w h ic h  th e  S t a t e  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  to  im ­
p o s e .”  4

W h a t “ s e c u la r  e d u c a t io n a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts ”  d o e s  th e  
S ta te  h a v e  th e  “ p o w e r  to  im p o s e ” ? W illiam  B a ll , o f  
H a r r i s b u rg ,  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  a t to r n e y  f o r  th e  T a b e r ­
n a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l p a re n ts ,  p o in ts  to  a  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  p r e c e d e n t  s e t  in  P ierce  v . S o c ie ty  o f  S is te r s ,  in 
w h ic h  O re g o n  s o u g h t to  s h u t  d o w n  all p a ro c h ia l  
s c h o o ls  a n d  re q u ire  all p u p ils  to  a t te n d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .  
“ In  th a t  c a s e , ”  s a y s  B a ll, “ th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  ru le d  
th a t  th e  S ta te  c o u ld  re q u ire  all c h ild re n  to  le a rn  th e  
la n g u a g e  a n d  h is to ry  o f  th e i r  c o u n tr y  a n d  to  b e  a b le  to  
c o m p u te  m a th e m a t ic a l ly .  T h is  w a s  th e  sm a ll b a s ic  
c o re  th e  S ta te  c o u ld  re q u ire .  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  
S c h o o l d o e s  th a t  jo b  w e l l .”

T e s ts  w o u ld  s e e m  to  d o c u m e n t B a ll’s c o n c lu s io n . 
W h is n e r  p o in ts  to  th e  n a tio n a lly  e m p lo y e d  b a s ic  sk ills  
t e s t ,  th e  S ta n f o rd  A c h ie v e m e n t  T e s t .  “ O u r  s tu d e n ts  
s c o re d  h ig h e r  th a n  d id  th e i r  a v e ra g e  c o u n te r p a r t s  in  
p u b lic  s c h o o l s ,”  h e  s ta te s .  “ M y  d a u g h te r  a d v a n c e d  
tw o  fu ll y e a r s  in  o n e  b y  s tu d y in g  th e  A c c e le ra te d  
C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n  p a c e s  a t  h e r  o w n  s p e e d .  S o m e  
s tu d e n ts  h a v e  a lr e a d y  m o v e d  u p  a s  m u c h  a s  f o u r  
y e a r s  in  so m e  s u b j e c t s .”  T h e  V ic to r  L a v y s ,  tw o  o f  
th e  p a re n ts  c h a rg e d  w ith  t r u a n c y ,  a re  a ls o  im p re s s e d  
w ith  A c c e le ra te d  C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n .  T h e ir  s o n  e n ­
te r e d  th e  n in th  g ra d e  w h e n  sc h o o l o p e n e d ,  b u t  h e  h a d  
to  r e p e a t  e ig h th -g ra d e  m a th , E n g lis h , a n d  s c ie n c e  in  
o rd e r  to  r e a c h  th e  A C E  s ta n d a rd .

B u t T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l h ad  r e f u s e d  to  
c o m p ly  w ith  so m e  o f  th e  S ta te  s ta n d a rd s  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  
a  p o lic y  th a t  c a u s e d  th e  D a rk e  C o u n ty  C o u r t  o f  C o m ­
m o n  P le a s  to  ru le  a g a in s t  th e  p a r e n ts  w h o  s e n t  th e i r  
c h ild re n  th e r e .  S a id  J u d g e  H o w a rd  E le y :  “ T h e ir  
b o a rd  h a s  e x e r te d  little  o r  n o  e f fo r t  to  c o m p ly  w ith  th e  
m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s  in  o r d e r  to  o b ta in  a  c h a r t e r . ”  5 
E le y  im p o se d  th e  m a x im u m  fine  o f  $20 o n  e a c h  o f  th e  
tw e lv e  p a re n ts  a n d  o rd e re d  th e m  to  p o s t  a  $100  b o n d  
p e r  fa m ily  to  e n s u re  th a t  th e i r  c h ild re n  w o u ld  be  
p la c e d  in  a n  a c c re d i te d  s c h o o l .  S in c e  th e  p a re n ts  
p la n n e d  to  a p p e a l to  h ig h e r  c o u r t s ,  J u d g e  E le y  te m ­
p o ra r ily  s u s p e n d e d  th e  s e n te n c e s  a n d  p e rm it te d  th e  
p a re n ts  to  s e n d  th e i r  c h ild re n  b a c k  to  T a b e rn a c le  
C h r is tia n  S c h o o l. S c o re ,  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  f i rs t  ro u n d ,  
O h io  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  1, T a b e rn a c le  
C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l,  0 .

W h is n e r  s h ru g g e d  o ff th e  in itia l s e tb a c k .  “ F a i th ,  
c o u ra g e  a n d  jo y ,  u n i ty  a n d  lo v e , a b o u n d  a s  th is  c o n ­
g re g a t io n  s t r iv e s  b y  H is  g ra c e  to  m e e t th e  c h a lle n g e  
a n d  to  c o u n t  o u r  b a t t le s  a s  ‘lig h t a f f l ic t io n ,’ ”  h e  
w ro te  in  a  c h u rc h  n e w s le t te r  a f t e r  h e  a n d  th e  o th e r
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fa m il ie s  h a d  b e e n  s e n te n c e d  in  A u g u s t,  1974. “ S c h o o l 
is to  o p e n  S e p te m b e r  t h i r d .”  O n  th a t  d a y ,  w ith  f u r th e r  
r e fu s a l to  s e n d  th e i r  c h i ld re n  to  p u b lic  o r  S ta te - a c ­
c r e d i te d  s c h o o lin g  m e a n in g  th e y  c o u ld  r e c e iv e  a  te n -  
to  th i r ty -d a y  ja il s e n te n c e ,  p a re n ts  e n ro l le d  s ix ty -f iv e  
p u p ils , f o r ty  m o re  th a n  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r .

T h e  s tu d e n ts ,  tw o  th i rd s  o f  w h o m  c a m e  f ro m  f a m ­
ilie s  w h o  a re  n o t  m e m b e rs  o f  G o d ’s T a b e rn a c le  
C h u rc h ,  re c e iv e  s p ir i tu a l  tr a in in g  b y  a t te n d in g  a  re l i­
g io u s  c h a p e l s e r v ic e  o n e  h o u r  a w e e k , m e m o riz in g  
o n e  c h a p te r  o f  th e  B ib le  e a c h  m o n th , a n d  p a r t ic ip a t ­
ing  in  a  w o rs h ip  s e r v ic e  e a c h  m o rn in g . T h e ir  s e c u la r  
e d u c a t io n  w a s  th r o u g h  s tu d y in g  “ p a c e s ”  g e a re d  to  
in d iv id u a l a b il i t ie s .  “ Y o u  w o rk  a t  y o u r  o w n  s p e e d , 
b u t  still h a v e  to  p u s h  y o u r s e l f , ”  s a y s  L a r r y  B e a v e r ,  a  
h ig h -sc h o o l- le v e l s tu d e n t  w ith  p a c e s  in  E n g lis h , m a th , 
s c ie n c e , h is to ry ,  a n d  s p e llin g . “ W e  s e t  o u r  g o a ls  a c ­
c o rd in g  to  th e  d if fic u lty  o f  m a te r ia l . Y o u  d o  th e  n u m ­
b e r  o f  p a c e s  s e t  f o r  o n e  d a y ,  th e n  s e t  p a c e s  f o r  th e  
n e x t ,  a n d  so  o n . T h e  s y s te m  is p e r f e c t  f o r  m e .”  L a r ry  
lik e s  th e  s y s te m  o f  s e l f - te a c h in g  m a n u a ls ,  a n d  fe e ls  
c lo s e  to  h is  te a c h e r s ,  w h o  a re  a v a ila b le  to  h e lp  w ith  
h a rd - to - s o lv e  p ro b le m s .  “ A ll a re  e x c e l le n t  t e a c h e r s ,”  
h e  s a y s .  “ H e re  I g e t  g o o d  g ra d e s  b e c a u s e  I w a n t to ,  
n o t  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  t o . ”

W ith  a  m o d e rn  b u ild in g , a  n e w ly  a c q u ir e d  p r in c ip a l 
w ith  a  M a s te r ’s d e g re e  in  C h r is t ia n  E d u c a t io n ,  a n d  a  
s tu d e n t  b o d y  w ith  h ig h  m o ra le ,  W h is n e r  s e e m s  c o n fi­
d e n t  th a t  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l is in  B ra d fo rd  
to  s ta y .  D e s p ite  tw o  b a d  “ r o u n d s ,”  h e  h a s  n o  in te n ­
tio n  o f  c o m p ly in g  w ith  th e  S ta te  m in im u m  s ta n d a rd s .  
H is  o b je c t io n s  a r e  b o th  a c a d e m ic  a n d  o p e ra t io n a l :

1. O b ta in in g  a  S ta te  c h a r te r  w o u ld  m a k e  th e  S ta te  
a p p e a r  to  b e  ru n n in g  th e  s c h o o l .

2 . “ A llo c a t io n  o f  in s tru c t io n a l  t im e ,  w ith o u t  e x ­
p re s s  a llo w a n c e  o f  t im e  f o r  B ib le  a n d  th e  s p i r i tu a l ,”  
w o u ld  p re v e n t  th e  B ib le  f ro m  b e in g  c e n tr a l  in T a b e r ­
n a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l.

3 . “ A ll a c t iv i t ie s  sh a ll c o n fo rm  to  p o lic ie s  a d o p te d  
b y  th e  b o a rd  o f  e d u c a t io n ”  a m o u n ts  to  a  b la n k  c h e c k  
f o r  th e  S ta te  to  ru n  e v e ry th in g  in  th e  s c h o o l .

4 . T o  s e e k  g u id a n c e  f ro m  th e  c o m m u n ity  in d e te r ­
m in in g  th e  s c h o o l ’s p u r p o s e s ,  p ro g ra m , a n d  p la n n in g  
w o u ld  b e  to  s e e k  “ d ir e c t io n  f ro m  th e  w o r ld .”

5 . T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l c a n n o t  a d o p t th e  
p o lic y  o f  r e fu s in g  “ office  r e c o r d s  o f  p u p ils  . . .  to  
p a r e n t s ,”  b e c a u s e  G o d  m a k e s  th e  p a r e n t  r e s p o n s ib le  
f o r  th e  c h ild .

6. T h e  m e th o d  o f  so lv in g  p ro b le m s  b y  s tu d e n t  c o n ­
s e n s u s  m a k e s  n o  m e n t io n  o f  G o d  o r  G o d ’s la w s . “ W e 
ta k e  o u r  p ro b le m s  to  th e  L o r d .”

7 . C u r r ic u la r  c o n te n t  o f  so c ia l s tu d ie s  is u t te r ly  d e ­
v o id  o f  r e f e r e n c e  to  G o d  o r  th e  so u l.

8 . In  th e  c u r r ic u la r  c o n te n t  o f  h e a l th ,  th e  s c h o o l 
r e f u s e s  to  te a c h  th a t  m o ra l s ta n d a rd s  c h a n g e . “ G o d ’s 
s ta n d a rd s  d o  n o t c h a n g e ,”  W h is n e r  in s is ts .

In  a d d it io n  to  th e s e  m o ra l o b je c t io n s ,  W h is n e r  
p o in ts  to  S ta te  r e q u i r e m e n ts  th a t  w o u ld  p r ic e  T a b e r ­
n a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l r ig h t o u t  o f  th e  e d u c a t io n a l 
m a r k e t .  “ W e  c a n ’t a f fo rd  a  th ird  c e r t if ie d  te a c h e r  o r  a

m u lti -m e d ia  la b o r a to r y  w ith  a  c e r t if ie d  d i r e c to r ,”  h e  
s a y s .  T h e  r e q u ire m e n t  o f  a  “ s tu d e n t- t e a c h e r  r a t io  a n d  
e d u c a t io n a l  fa c i l i t ie s  a n d  in s tru c t io n a l  m a te r ia ls  a n d  
s e rv ic e s  a t  th e  e le m e n ta r y  le v e l to  b e  c o m p a ra b le  to  
th o s e  o n  th e  u p p e r  le v e ls ”  w o u ld  e ff e c tiv e ly  d e s t ro y  
T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l ,  b e c a u s e  it c a n n o t  c o m ­
p e te  in th e s e  s e r v ic e s  w ith  th e  “ b e s t ”  s c h o o ls .  A ls o , 
th e  r e q u i r e m e n t  th a t  a  p a ro c h ia l  s c h o o l w o u ld  h a v e  a  
m in im u m  o f  s ix ty  p u p ils  w o u ld  h a v e  p re v e n te d  T a b ­
e rn a c le  C h r is tia n  S c h o o l f ro m  o p e n in g , a s  o n ly  
tw e n ty - th r e e  s tu d e n ts  in itia lly  e n ro l le d .

“ T h e re  is a p la c e  in  o u r  s o c ie ty  f o r  th e s e  sm a ll 
s c h o o l s ,”  d e c la r e s  A tto r n e y  W illiam  B a ll. “ T h e  
c h ild re n  in  T a b e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l a re  p e r f o r m ­
ing  w ell o n  S ta n f o rd  A c h ie v e m e n t  T e s ts .  T h e y  a re  
b e in g  ra is e d  a s  g o o d  m o ra l c i t iz e n s .  S m a ll s c h o o ls  lik e  
th is  m u s t su rv iv e .

“ I t  is  e v id e n t  f r o m  th e i r  l is t  o f  r e q u i r e m e n ts  th a t  
O h io  e d u c a t io n a l  a u th o r i t ie s  a re  t r y in g  to  c o m p e l in ­
d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o ls  to  fit th e  p u b lic  s c h o o l m o ld . I f  a  
re l ig io u s  s c h o o l m u s t b e  a  c a rb o n  c o p y  o f  th e  p u b lic  
s c h o o l ,  w h a t r e a s o n  d o e s  it  h a v e  to  e x is t  a t  a l l ? ”

T h e  C irc u i t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a ls  n o te d ,  h o w e v e r ,  th a t  
“ th e  a p p e l l a n ts ’ rh e to r ic a l  a d a p ta t io n  o f  th e  F re e  
E x e rc is e  C la u s e  is te m p e re d  n o tic e a b ly  b y  th e  te s t i ­
m o n y  o f  R e v . W h is n e r ,  th a t  h is  o w n  d a u g h te r  a t te n d s  
a  s t a te - c h a r te r e d  s c h o o l a n d  th a t  h is  s o n  a t te n d s  a  
p u b lic  u n iv e r s i ty .  . . . T h e  m o t iv e s  o f  th e  a p p e l la n ts  
c a n n o t  b e  c h a lle n g e d . T h e y ,  lik e  m a n y  o th e r s ,  m a y  
b e  fe d  u p  w ith  e x e c u t iv e  in s is te n c e  u p o n  b u re a u c r a t ic  
p a te r n a l is m , le g is la tiv e  in s is te n c e  u p o n  e x c e s s  r e g u la ­
to ry  b a g g a g e , a n d  ju d ic ia l  in s is te n c e  u p o n  p ra y e r le s s  
s c h o o ls ,  b u t  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  p ro te c t io n  a f fo rd e d  b y  
th e  F re e  E x e rc is e  C la u s e  m u s t  r e s t  u p o n  a s t ro n g e r  
fo u n d a t io n  th a n  p o r t r a y e d  b y  th e  r e c o r d  in  th is  c a s e . ”

T h e  n e x t  ro u n d  in  th e  “ h e a v y w e ig h t  c h a m p io n s h ip  
o f  O h io ”  m a y  b e  c o m p le te d  w h e n  th e  a p p e a l ,  filed  
in A u g u s t,  1975, is  d e c id e d  b y  th e  S ta te  S u p re m e  
C o u r t .  S h o u ld  th e  ru lin g  g o  a g a in s t  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  T a b ­
e rn a c le  C h r is t ia n  S c h o o l c h i ld re n  a g a in , W h is n e r  
s a y s ,  “ W e  a re  p re p a r e d  to  a p p e a l o u r  c a s e  all th e  w a y  
to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  S u p re m e  C o u r t . ”  B a s e d  o n  th a t  
“ r e f e r e e ’s ”  p a s t  r e c o r d ,  th e  O h io  S ta te  B o a rd  o f  E d u ­
c a t io n  m a y  b e  h e a d e d  f o r  a  T K O . □

R E F E R E N C E S
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2 R o b ert S im pson  (ed .) , E d u ca tio n  a nd  the L a w  in O hio  (C inc innati, O hio: 
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4 A ugust W . S te inh ilbe r and  C arl J . S oko low sk i, S ta te  L a w  on C om p u lso ry  
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Private Robert Sl>urtieff
America’s First Woman Soldier

By H. T. Kellner

P r iv a te  R o b e r t  S h u r t le f f  w a s  o n ly  21 y e a rs  
o ld  w h e n  h e  jo in e d  th e  C o n tin e n ta l  A rm y  
in M a y , 1782. W o u n d e d  th r e e  tim e s  a n d  a 
v e te r a n  o f  s e v e ra l  c a m p a ig n s , h e  m u s t c e r ­

ta in ly  h a v e  b e e n  a  g o o d  so ld ie r . In d e e d ,  h is to ry  te lls  
u s  th a t  P r iv a te  S h u r t le f f  d id  h is  jo b  so  w ell th a t  he  w a s  
f in a lly  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  P h ila d e lp h ia  to  s e rv e  a s  a n  o r ­
d e r ly  f o r  G e n e ra l  P a t t e r s o n .

I ro n ic a l ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e  m o v e  f ro m  a  c o m b a t  a r e a  
to  o n e  th a t  w a s  re la t iv e ly  s e c u re  p ro v e d  to  be  P r iv a te  
S h u rtle fF ’s u n d o in g — f o r  it w a s  in  th e  C ity  o f  B ro th ­
e r ly  L o v e  th a t  a  d o c to r  d is c o v e re d  th a t  P r iv a te  S h u r t ­
le ff w a s  re a lly  a  w o m a n .

D e b o ra h  S a m p s o n  w a s  b o rn  in  P ly m p to n , M a s s a ­
c h u s e t t s ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  17, 1760. A b o u t five  f e e t  e ig h t 
in c h e s  ta ll a n d  n o t  e s p e c ia lly  a t t r a c t iv e ,  sh e  h ad  s p e n t  
th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  h e r  life  a s  a n  in d e n tu re d  s e r v a n t  a n d  
g e n e ra l h a n d y w o m a n . B u t D e b o ra h  h ad  s e t  h e r  s ig h ts  
h ig h e r . S h e  ta u g h t  h e r s e l f  to  r e a d ,  a n d  b y  th e  tim e  sh e  
w a s  20 s h e  w a s  a b le  to  find  w o rk  a s  a  te a c h e r .  U s in g  
tw e lv e  d o lla rs  s h e  h a d  s a v e d  f ro m  h e r  n e w  p ro f e s s io n ,  
sh e  b o u g h t so m e  c lo th  a n d  c a re fu lly  s e w e d  h e r s e lf  a  
m a n ’s o u tf it .  A s e a c h  a r t ic le  w a s  c o m p le te d ,  sh e  h id  
it in  so m e  h a y .

W h e n  all w a s  r e a d y ,  sh e  w ra p p e d  a  tig h t b a n d a g e  
a ro u n d  h e r  b r e a s t s ,  a s s u m e d  h e r  n e w  id e n t ity ,  h ik e d  
s e v e n ty - f iv e  m ile s  to  W o rc e s te r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  an d  
b e c a m e  P r iv a te  R o b e r t  S h u r t le f f ,  th e  n e w e s t  m e m b e r  
o f  C a p t .  G e o rg e  W e b b ’s F o u r th  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  R e g i­
m e n t .

N o n e  o f  h e r  c o m r a d e s ,  it s e e m s , h a d  th e  s l ig h te s t 
in t im a tio n  o f  th e  t r u th .  T h e  tig h tly  w ra p p e d  b a n d a g e  
d id  its  jo b  w e ll, a n d  th e  la c k  o f  b e a rd  a n d  m o u s ta c h e  
w a s  a t t r ib u te d  to  y o u th .  S o  P r iv a te  S h u r t le f f  jo in e d  
h is  c o m r a d e s  in  a rm s  w ith o u t  b e in g  c o n f r o n te d  b y  a n y  
in s u rm o u n ta b le  o b s ta c le s .  T h e s e  w e re  to  a p p e a r  la te r .

D e b o r a h ’s f irs t w o u n d  w a s  a  s a b e r  s la s h  a c ro s s  th e  
le f t  s id e  o f  h e r  h e a d . P ra c t ic a l ly  s e lf -h e a l in g , it d id  n o t 
r e q u ire  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  a  d o c to r .  H e r  s e c o n d  w o u n d ,

h o w e v e r ,  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  a  m u s k e t b a ll ,  w h ic h  p ie rc e d  
h e r  th ig h . F r ig h te n e d  a t  th e  th o u g h t  o f  d e te c t io n ,  D e b ­
o ra h  c ra w le d  a w a y  f ro m  a  fie ld  d re s s in g  s ta t io n  a n d  
t r e a te d  th e  w o u n d  h e r s e lf .  T h e  m u s k e t  b a ll re m a in e d  
e m b e d d e d  in h e r  th ig h  f o r  th e  r e s t  o f  h e r  life .

F in a l ly ,  it w a s  a  d o c to r  in  P h ila d e lp h ia  w h o  m a d e  
w h a t m u s t h a v e  b e e n  f o r  h im  a  t r u ly  re m a rk a b le  d is ­
c o v e ry .  D e b o ra h  h a d  b e e n  s t r ic k e n  b y  “ m a lig n a n t 
f e v e r ”  a n d , c lo s e  to  d e a th ,  s h e  fo u n d  h e r s e l f  in  a  h o s ­
p ita l .  U n a b le  to  m o v e  a n d  p ro b a b ly  n o t c a r in g , sh e  
c o u ld  o n ly  lie  in  p a in  a n d  m is e ry  a s  a  D r . B in n e y  d e ­
c id e d  to  c h e c k  h e r  h e a r tb e a t .  W e  c a n  w ry ly  im a g in e  
th e  d o c to r ’s s u r p r is e  w h e n  h e  p ro b e d  u n d e r  th e  t ig h t 
b a n d a g e  D e b o ra h  a lw a y s  k e p t  w ra p p e d  a ro u n d  h e r  
u p p e r  to r s o .  B u t,  f o r  r e a s o n s  k n o w n  o n ly  to  h im s e lf ,  
th e  d o c to r  k e p t  th e  s e c r e t  a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  D e b o ra h  to  
h is  o w n  h o m e  to  r e c u p e r a te .

A lth o u g h  D e b o ra h  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  o n e  to  tu r n  a  
m a n ’s h e a d ,  s h e  d id  m a k e  a n  u n u s u a l ly  a t t r a c t iv e  d is ­
a b le d  s o ld ie r .  W ith in  d a y s ,  D r. B in n e y ’s y o u n g  n ie c e  
fe ll in  lo v e  w ith  th e  d a s h in g  h e ro  w h o  b o re  a  s c a r  
a c ro s s  h is  f a c e  a s  te s t im o n y  to  h is  h e ro is m . P r iv a te  
S h u r t le f f  a c c e p te d  m a n y  g if ts  f r o m  th e  im p re s s io n a b le  
g ir l, to o k  lo n g  r id e s  in th e  c o u n tr y  w ith  h e r ,  a n d  e v e n ­
tu a lly  m a rc h e d  b a c k  to  h is  r e g im e n t ,  th e r e  to  e n d  th e  
a ffa ir  b y  w rit in g  a  lo n g  a n d  re v e a l in g  le t te r  to  th e  
m o o n s tru c k  m a id e n . D r. B in n e y  th e n  re v e a le d  th e  
s e c r e t  o f  th e  b a n d a g e  to  G e n e ra l  P a t te r s o n .

G e n e ra l  W a s h in g to n  h im s e lf  a u th o r iz e d  P r iv a te  
S h u r t le f f ’s d is c h a rg e  f ro m  th e  s e r v ic e ,  a n d  D e b o ra h  
r e tu rn e d  to  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  in  N o v e m b e r ,  1783.

S h e  w a s  m a r r ie d  in  1784, a n d  in  tim e  sh e  b e c a m e  
th e  m o th e r  o f  th r e e  c h i ld re n . O n  A p ril 29 , 1827, sh e  
d ie d . A  s t r e e t  in  S h a ro n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  w a s  n a m e d  
a f t e r  h e r ,  a n d  o n  A p ril 10, 1944, a  L ib e r ty  S h ip  b e a r ­
ing  h e r  n a m e  w a s  c h r i s te n e d .  □

H . T . K e lln e r  is a  fr e e - la n c e  w riter.
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A senior statesman of the Christian faith proposes the

Last Best
Hope
Fora
Better
Life
By W . R. Beach

any ills afflict A m erica 
on this its 200th b irth ­
day. To so speak  is to 
state the obvious.

N or is it less obvious th a t these  ills 
bear w ell-know n nam es: m aterialism , 
racism , sexism , secu larism — to m en­
tion the m ost ev iden t and m ost 
generally  decried .

The rem edies being fo rce-fed  the 
body politic o ften  seem  no m ore de­
sirable th an  the ills— and som etim es 
potentially  m ore dangerous. B lack 
and w hite m ilitant m ovem ents em ­
phasize separatism . W om en’s libbers, 
despite w orthw hile and  necessary  
changes they  sponsor fo r the im prove­
m ent o f w om en’s s ta tu s , seem  un­
m indful o f im peratives of true 
w om anhood and the fam ily in a 
civilized society . T here are the revo lu ­
tionaries o f m any stripes w ith  their 
“ burn  i t ”  o r “ bom b i t”  approach .

E ven  so-called evangelicals s tray  in to  
self-defeating  so lu tions. N o te  the 
B aptist m in ister (of all th in g s!) in  W est 
Virginia w hose answ er to  books he 
did not w ish to  see included in the 
school cu rricu la  w as to bom b the

14 LIBER TY  M A R CH /A PRIL, 1976



schools. N ote the evangelically  
inspired efforts to  w rite Je su s  C hrist 
into the C onstitu tion— as if w ords on 
paper could substitu te  fo r the W ord in 
the heart.

And those w ho w ould em phasize 
hum an v irtues hum anly  inspired 
have clim bed confidently  into the ring, 
only to  take  th e ir lum ps. N o te  
H um an K indness Day in W ashington, 
D .C ., tha t w as to em phasize that 
g reat v irtue and cause a new day  to 
daw n upon the w orld , bu t w hich 
tu rned  into a v io lent fo rum  fo r pent-up 
hostility , leaving sco res of partic ipan ts 
in jured .

The la test crim e sta tis tics , as 
for the past decade , are enough to 
inspire law -abiding citizens to  fo rtify  
their hom es. And the Crim inal 
Justice  R eform  bill, p resen tly  agoniz­
ing C ongress, seem s to  offer as 
m any th rea ts  to  due p rocess as to  
crim inals them selves.

D oes all this (or any  of it) give 
hope fo r even  the s ta rt o f a so lu tion?
Is there a so lu tion? The answ er and 
the solution are  the sam e as they 
w ere in 1776— or in a . d . 30, fo r tha t 
m atter. A civic leader exp ressed  it 
well: “ The fu tu re  o f ou r coun try  
depends upon w hether we can take the 
policem an off the stree t co rn er and 
put him in ou r h e a rts .”

So speaking, th is leader expressed  
unw ittingly not only the answ er 
to  so c ie ty ’s ills bu t one of the basic 
doctrines of the C hristian  fa ith :
Inner m otives, changed and em ­
pow ered by C hris t, enable us volun­
tarily  to love, to  be ju s t, to  live right­
eously . T his fo rm ula  fo r v ictorious 
living is set fo rth  c learly  in both  the 
G ospels and the E p istles, and I think 
we do well on this bicentennial 
ann iversary  to  exam ine thoughtfu lly  
this v iew point.

In the G ospels , Jesus sta ted  the 
solution in a vital d iscussion  of law and 
conduct. Som e antinom ians charged 
our L ord  w ith being opposed  to 
the Old T estam en t D ecalog. H e dealt 
w ith th is charge in one section  of the

Serm on on the M ount (M atthew  5), 
declaring tha t H e cam e no t to  abolish 
the law , bu t to  fulfill it. H e re itera ted  
w ords spoken  at M ount Sinai (E xodus 
20), setting  fo rth , how ever, a higher 
form  of righ teousness than  the legalism 
of H is day had been able to p roduce. 
He expected  His fo llow ers to  give 
ev idence of a righ teousness that 
w ould excel the righ teousness of 
the scribes and the P harisees, H e 
m ade plain, because it w ould arise 
from  the spirit, as well as from  
the le tte r o f the law.

Such righteousness goes beyond 
intellectual a ssen t, to  involve m otives 
and desires of the heart. A ngry w ords, 
insisted Jesu s, are m urder; a lustful 
glance is adu ltery . Jesus later sum m ed 
up by saying that the " la w ”  and 
the “ p ro p h e ts”  depend upon tw o 
com m andm ents: “ You shall love 
the L ord  your G od w ith all your heart, 
and w ith all your soul, and w ith all 
your mind. T his is the great and 
first com m andm ent. A nd a second 
is like it, Y ou shall love your neighbor 
as y o u rse lf” (M atthew  22:37-40, 
R .S .V .).

Jesus w as not satisfied to lay dow n 
rules fo r H is fo llow ers, but sought 
ra ther to  produce fo llow ers w ho w ould 
im pose H eav en ’s rules on them selves. 
He did not try to  coerce the will or 
com pel the devotion  of people. He 
invited them , ra ther, to follow  Him  
cheerfu lly  o f the ir own free will. In 
a w ord , H e sum m oned them  to 
voluntary righteousness generated  
by the expulsive and the com pulsive 
pow er of a g rea t Spirit-borne

affection.
T he golden rule belongs to  this 

in te rp re ta tion  of righ teousness.
Jesus w as saying som ething like 
this: “ B efore anyone asks you to  do 
so, befo re som e au thorita tive  body 
th rea ten s to  pass a law  to make 
you do so , trea t y o u r fellow  m en 
rightly and generously . Do this vol­
un tarily , o f your ow n initiative and 
volition, because  you know  it is right, 
because you w ant to  do it, because 
to  sa tisfy  the prom ptings of the 
Spirit in your hea rt you m ust do i t .”  
This is the true  m eaning o f “ Do unto 
o thers as you w ould have o thers do 
unto  y o u ” ; o r possib ly  m ore p re ­
cisely , “ Do unto  o thers as you ought 
to  w ant o thers to  do un to  y o u .”

So m uch fo r the G ospels. In  the 
E p istles , Paul m akes the M as te r’s 
teach ing  his. W riting to  the R om ans, 
he explains th a t the C h ris tian ’s 
accep tance  of C hrist by fa ith  is a 
vital union w ith H im  in w hich , so to 
speak , the believer experiences the 
even ts th rough  w hich C hrist passed  
in H is d ea th , burial, and re su rrec tion . 
T hese even ts and the individual expe­
rience are  typified in C hristian  
bap tism , in w hich the believer d e ­
scends in to , is buried  under, and 
ascends ou t o f the w ater. H ence , 
C hris tians, he says, are to  th ink  of 
them selves as “ dead  to sin and alive 
to G od in C hrist Je su s”  (R om ans 
6:11, R .S .V .).

O nce the C hristian  has gone through 
the transfo rm ing  experience thus 
described , he will live as a tra n s ­
form ed individual. “ L et no t sin th e re ­
fore reign in your m ortal bodies, to  
m ake you obey their passions. Do 
not yield your m em bers to  sin as 
instrum en ts o f w ickedness , but 
yield yourselves to  G od as m en who 
have been brought from  death  to  life, 
and your m em bers to  G od as in s tru ­
m ents o f righ teousness. F or sin shall 
have no dom inion over you, since 
you are  not under law but under 
g race”  (R om ans 6:12-14, R .S .V .).

Perhaps th is w ord grace is the
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m ost significant w ord in the Bible. 
A ugustine and L u th e r, am ong 
o th e rs , considered  it so. The H ebrew  
and G reek  w ords indicate the nature  of 
G od ou t of w hich proceed  H is gracious 
ac ts o f crea tion , p reserva tion , and 
redem ption . All these  ac ts arise 
ou t o f H is unm erited  love. A nd w hen 
one experiences th is, one has under­
stood w hat C hristian ity  is abou t. The 
resu lt is tha t the C hristian  w ants 
to  be gracious to his fellow  m en and 
m anifest tow ard  them  the kind of 
love God m anifests tow ard  him . O ut 
o f sheer g ratitude to G od fo r H is 
forgiving, redeem ing love in C hrist, 
the C hristian  is com pelled , no t by 
outside pressu res o r rew ards, but vol­
untarily  from  w ithin the citadel o f his 
being, to be loving, ju s t, fa ir, and

righteous. “ T hanks be to  G od, 
tha t you who w ere once slaves of 
sin have becom e obed ien t from  the 
h eart to the standard  of teaching to 
w hich you w ere com m itted , and , hav ­
ing been  se t free  from  sin, have 
becom e slaves of r igh teousness” 
(R om ans 6:17, 18, R .S .V .).

L a te r in the le tte r to  the R om ans 
(chap ter 13), Paul faced  the charge 
Jesus H im self en coun te red , tha t 
C hristians w ere against the T en C om ­
m andm ents. Paul fo llow ed C h ris t’s 
fo rm ula  in m aking c lear th a t C hristians 
are bound in law by love. “ D o we

then  overth row  the law  by this faith? 
By no m eans! On the con tra ry , 
we uphold the law ”  (R om ans 3:31, 
R .S .V .). This inner love and experi­
ence m ake the law m ore inclusive; 
thus Paul p leads w ith his readers, 
“ O we no one any th ing , excep t to  love 
one ano ther; fo r he w ho loves his 
neighbor has fulfilled the law . . . . 
L ove does no w rong to  a neighbor; 
the re fo re  love is the fulfilling of the 
law ”  (chap. 13:8-10, R .S .V .).

W hen Paul w ro te  to  the believers 
at C orin th  he said , “ T he love of 
C hrist con tro ls u s ”  (2 C orin th ians 
5:14, R .S .V .). A nd “ you are  no t your 
ow n; you w ere bought w ith a p ric e”
(1 C orin th ians 6:19, 20, R .S .V .). 
B ecause of the costly  love of G od in 
C hrist fo r him , th e  C hristian  is 
bound  to  love and  obey. L ove w as the 
new  w ay— the right, th e  effective, 
th e  successfu l w ay.

All this explains the attitudes and 
conduct of the aposto lic  church in the 
face o f g reat w rongs and  in justices 
prevailing in the G reco-R om an 
w orld. N ew  T estam en t C hristians 
did no t undertake  crusades to p e r­
suade R om e to outlaw  the great 
hum an w rongs. The reason  was not 
tha t they  w ere indifferent to  those 
w rongs; they  w ere not. They en ­
deavored  to alleviate their im pact 
on hum an beings. B ut the M aster 
had taught a b e tte r, a  m ore effective 
w ay, to  elim inate them . T actically , 
they  knew  tha t the w ay to  ob literate 
slavery , fo r in stance , w as no t to 
a ttack  it, bu t to  sap it. They recognized 
tha t the roo ts of all w rong are in the 
hearts of m en; th e re fo re , the C hristian 
effort was d irected  tow ard  the 
regeneration  of hearts . The N ew  
T estam en t C hristians realized  that 
they  w ere engaged in a w ork that 
was m ore fundam ental and effectual 
th an  to  a ttack  the evils o f society .

O nly to  the degree th a t hum an 
hearts  can  be regenera ted  can social 
evils be overcom e. B itterness and 
conflict betw een R om ans and Jew s 
w ere basic to daily life. F o r the R om an,

the Jew  was a dog; fo r the Jew , the 
R om ans w ere sw ine. A public debate  
of the problem  and a church  p ro ­
nouncem ent on such evils w ould 
only have resu lted  in endless sterile 
conflict. G od ’s m essage w as tha t 
there was neither Jew  nor G reek  nor 
Rom an, but a new  hum anity  o f w hich 
C hrist w as the head. The proclam ation 
of G od’s m essages w ould c rea te  this 
new hum anity  in C hrist.

The apostle P eter substan tia tes this 
view in calling the new  hum anity  
“ living s to n es”  (1 P eter 2:5, R .S .V .). 
W hat a graphic figure o f speech! Rea! 
stones are dead , inert. T hey have 
to  be lifted into place w hen a building is 
being e rec ted . B ut a living stone  grow s 
into the foundation , the w all, or the 
cornice. L iving stones can be put 
dow n anyw here in a social o rder and 
they will there  o f their ow n initiative 
becom e the grow ing edge of a new 
society.

“ W e are a  colony of h ea v e n ,”  w rote 
Paul to  the Philippians (Philippians 
3:20, M offatt).* The people in Philippi 
understood  th is. T hey w ere largely 
R om ans w ho had m oved to  M ace­
donia and had constitu ted  them selves 
a colony fo r the purpose of R om an­
izing M acedonia. T herefo re , w hat 
Paul w as saying to  the C hristians 
was tha t they  w ere to perform  a sim ilar 
function  in rep resen ting  the heavenly  
order.

W herever he lives, a C hristian  is ex ­
pected to  be a transfo rm ing  force fo r 
the C hristian  w ay of life. Each 
C hristian ought to  be able to  say to 
every  o ther C hristian , “ Y ou do 
your C hristian  job  w here you are;
I ’ll do my C hristian  job  w here I am .
I ’ll do it w ithout needing a policem an 
to check  up on me or th rea ten  me 
w ith punishm ent if I d o n ’t do i t .”
Such is the inner m otive of the 
C hristian— a com pulsion to  love,

* F rom : The B ib le: A  N ew  T ransla tion  by Jam es 
M offatt. C o p y righ t by  Jam e s  M offatt 1954. U sed  
by perm ission  o f  H a rp e r & R ow , P ub lishers , 
In co rp o ra ted .
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to  be ju s t, to  live righteously .
T oday , as in earlie r cen tu ries , 

how ever, C hristians dem onstra te  
tw o e rro rs th a t p ro s titu te  and d is to rt 
the C hristian  m ission.

T he first e rro r is to  question  the 
theology of N ew  T estam en t ou treach . 
C onversion , new b irth , guidance , per­
sonal com m union w ith a personal 
G od, answ ered  p ray e r, the action  
of the H oly Spirit, and even  evangelism  
itself a re  then  d is to rted  or d iscounted . 
But to repud ia te  these is to  repudiate  
the C hristian  cause.

T he second  e rro r is ju s t as d is­
tinguishable. H ere the church  forgets 
its spiritual m ission and the spiritual 
m eans it is to em ploy , and seeks 
to  se t up the kingdom  of G od by 
political o r secu lar m eans. Its m ethods 
have run the gam ut from  inquisition to 
seem ingly innocuous religious legisla­
tion and have included the forced  
w holesale baptism  o f en tire  com ­
m unities into the C hristian  faith .
The e rro r is d istinguishab le  today

in a ttem p ts to  declare  the U nited 
S ta tes a “ C hristian  n a tio n ,”  a 
“ nation under G o d ,"  and to  provide 
for enfo rced  devo tional readings 
from  the Bible and prescribed  prayers 
in public schools. W e should thank 
G od that the U nited  S tates C onsti­
tution has set up a wall o f separation

that should fo rev er m ake th is e rro r 
im possible, how ever desirable 
it m ight appear to  ill-advised citizens.

O n the w orld scene the church  
perpetuates the e rro r by crusad ing  
through ecclesiastical m achinery , 
resou rces, and  coercion  (such  as 
econom ic p ressu res) to  fo rce  govern ­
m ents to  install ju stice . On a m ore 
benevolen t level the church  busies 
itself w ith socio-econom ic pro­
nouncem ents and political panaceas.
In using these  m ethods, how ever, 
the church  again flouts N ew  T estam en t 
doctrine and N ew  T estam en t ev an ­
gelism .

O ur conclusion  joins ou r in tro ­
duction . Jesus sought to  produce 
fo llow ers w ho through regeneration  
w ould im pose rules on them selves.
He did not try  to coerce wills o r com ­
pel devo tion . He invited people to  
follow  Him cheerfully  o f their ow n 
free will. H e knew  that unless 
the hearts  o f m en can be radically  
changed the cam paign against evil 
and in behalf o f righ teousness m ust 
fail. The chu rch  today m ust be 
actua ted  by the sam e conviction .

N athaniel H aw thorne has a strange 
tale called “ E a rth ’s H o lo cau st:”
The sto ry  is about a time w hen the 
inhabitants of the earth , o v e rb u r- ' 
dened w ith an  accum ulation  of 
w orn-out trum pery , determ ined  
to rid them selves of it by general 
bonfire. All night long a  stranger w ith 
cynical smile and haughty air stood 
w atching them  bring things th a t they 
considered  evil— pornographic books, 
im plem ents o f w ar, liquor, tobacco , 
d rugs, w hatno t. All w ere tossed  into 
the fire.

L ate  in the night the stranger 
approached  and said, “ T here is one 
thing these w iseacres have fo rgo tten  
to throw  into the fire, and w ithout 
w hich all the res t of the conflagration 
is ju s t nothing a t all— yes, though 
they burn the earth  itself to c in d e rs .”

“ And w hat may that b e ? ”  som eone 
asked . The answ er w as:

“ W hat bu t the hum an heart itself:

A nd unless they  hit upon  som e 
m ethod o f purify ing tha t foul cavern , 
fo rth  from  it will re issue  all the 
shapes , o r w orse  ones, w hich they  
have tak en  such  a  vast deal of trouble  
to  consum e to  ashes. . . . O h, take  
my w ord fo r it, it will be the old w orld 
y e t.”

The gospel o f G o d ’s redeem ing  
grace in C hrist is the only answ er that 
will change the hum an scene. The 
gospel is, in fa c t , th e  “ las t best 
h o p e”  to a b e tte r life. T he church  
m ust, th e re fo re , p roclaim  and explain 
the gospel w ith never-flagging zeal. 
U nceasingly  C h ris t’s w itnesses m ust 
bring all their pow ers of persuasion  to 
bear upon the m inds, the consc iences, 
the w ills, and the hearts o f m en to 
accep t G o d ’s w ay— to yield them selves 
to the pow er o f G od and to live by and 
in th a t pow er.

Such inner pow er alone will take 
the po licem an off the stree t co rner, 
put him in the hearts  of the citizen ry , 
and bring a so lu tion  to  ou r b icentennial 
ills. □

W alter R . B each , until his recent 
retirem ent, was a general vice-president 
o f the Seventh-day A d ven tis t C hurch,

I W ashington, D .C .
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Soviet OTerupiies 
Waqt to Enygrate

'  By F red  S. B e lk ^

T h a t th o u s a n d s  o f  S o v ie t  J e w s  a re  w a itin g  
f o r  v is a s  to  e m ig ra te  to  I s ra e l is n o t  n e w s  in 
th e  W e s te rn  w o r ld . B u t li tt le  k n o w n  is th e  
f a c t  th a t  n e a r ly  6 ,0 0 0  S o v ie t  M e n n o n ite s  
a ls o  h a v e  m a d e  a p p lic a t io n  to  e m ig ra te  to  W e s t  G e r ­

m a n y .
T h e  fig u re s  w e re  g iv e n  b y  S e n a to r  J a m e s  B u c k le y  

( R .- N .Y .) ,1 w h o  sa id  h e  w a s  to ld  o f  th e  M e n n o n i te s ’ 
in te n t io n s  d u r in g  a  1974 v is it  to  th e  S o v ie t  U n io n . T o  
d a te ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  e x p e r t is e  in  f a rm in g  a n d  o th e r  
e n te r p r i s e s ,  th e  M e n n o n i te s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  g iv e n  p e r ­
m is s io n  to  le a v e .

B e h in d  th e i r  r e q u e s t  a re  d e c a d e s  o f  re l ig io u s  p e r ­
s e c u t io n .  W o rld  W a r  I a n d  th e  R e v o lu t io n  o f  1917 s e t  
in  m o t io n  th e  fo r c e s  th a t  w e re  to  d is ru p t  a n d  d e s t ro y  
th e i r  w a y  o f  life . B y  th e  m id th ir t ie s  a n tire l ig io u s  p o li­
c ie s  o f  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  h a d  tu r n e d  th e i r  c h u rc h e s  in to  
g r a n a r ie s ,  th e a te r s ,  a n d  s ta b le s .  T h e  S ta l in is t  p u rg e s  
o f  1937-1938 d e p le te d  M e n n o n ite  le a d e r s h ip .  C o lle c ­
t iv iz a t io n  o f  f a r m s  d e s t r o y e d  th e i r  s e t t le m e n ts .

W o rld  W a r  II  s ig n a le d  th e  e n d  o f  M e n n o n i te  s e t ­
t le m e n ts  in  th e  U k ra in e ,  a s  th e  S o v ie t  g o v e rn m e n t ,  
a c tin g  o n  f e a r s  th a t  th e  G e rm a n - s p e a k in g  M e n n o n ite s  
w o u ld  c o o p e ra te  w ith  th e  in v a d e r s ,  s h ip p e d  w h o le  
v il la g e s  e a s tw a r d .  In  S ib e r ia  a n d  C e n tra l  A s ia ,  h o w ­
e v e r ,  th e i r  s e t t le m e n ts  re m a in e d  g e n e ra l ly  in ta c t  
th ro u g h  W o rld  W a r  II.

I ro n ic a l ly ,  it w a s  th e  p ro m is e  o f  re lig io u s  f r e e d o m  
u n d e r  th e  C z a r  th a t  b ro u g h t th e m  f ro m  P ru s s ia  to  
R u s s ia  in  1793. F o r  n e a r ly  a  c e n tu r y  th e y  p ro s p e re d  
a n d ,  e v e n  m o re  im p o r ta n t  in  th e i r  e y e s ,  e n jo y e d  re l i­
g io u s  f r e e d o m . W h e n  th e  p o li tic a l c l im a te  c h a n g e d  in 
th e  m id -1 8 9 0 ’s , th o u s a n d s  e m ig ra te d  to  A m e r ic a .  B u t 
th o u s a n d s  m o re  c h o s e  to  tu rn  e a s tw a r d ,  to w a rd  v il­
la g e s  s u c h  a s  A k - M e tc h e t ,2 in  C e n tra l  A s ia . H e re  
d u r in g  th e  la te  1800 ’s th e y  s e t  u p  a  m o d e l b ro th e rh o o d  
o n  n e w ly  a c q u ir e d  f a r m s .  A lre a d y  a c c o m p lis h e d  
f a r m e r s ,  th e y  c o n c e n t r a te d  o n  le a rn in g  to  f e r t i l iz e  a n d  
ir r ig a te  th e  s a n d y  s o i l .3 I t is th e s e  C e n tra l  A s ia n  M e n ­
n o n ite s  w h o  n o w  a re  s e e k in g  to  le a v e  th e  S o v ie t U n ­
io n .

T h ro u g h  th e  tu m u lt  o f  W o rld  W a r  I a n d  th e  c h a n g e  
to  th e  S o v ie t  S ta te ,  th e s e  s e t t le m e n ts  liv ed  re la tiv e ly

u n m o le s te d . In  1925, w h e n  th e  S o v ie ts  w e re  s e e k in g  
to  im p ro v e  C e n tra l  A s ia  e c o n o m ic a lly ,  th e  g o v e rn ­
m e n t is su e d  a  d e c re e  g u a ra n te e in g  th e  s p ir i tu a l  a n d  
e c o n o m ic  a u to n o m y  o f  all A k -M e tc h e t M e n n o n i te s .4 
E v e n  th o u g h  th e  su r ro u n d in g  p o p u la t io n  w a s  fo r c e d  
to  jo in  c o l le c tiv e  f a r m s ,  th e  M e n n o n ite s  w e re  a llo w e d  
to  re ta in  th e i r  tr a d it io n a l fa m ily  fa rm in g . H o w e v e r ,  
th e i r  s e c u r i ty  w a s  d e s t in e d  to  b e  s h a t te r e d .

In  1935 th e  s e c o n d  f iv e -y e a r  p la n  o f  th e  S o v ie ts  led  
to  th e  d e m ise  o f  th e  A k -M e tc h e t M e n n o n i te s .  E a r ly  in 
th a t  y e a r  th e  m a y o r  o f  A k -M e tc h e t w a s  o rd e r e d  b y  
S o v ie t a u th o r i t ie s  in  K h iv a  to  r e o rg a n iz e  th e  s e t t l e ­
m e n t in to  a  c o l le c tiv e  fa r m . A f te r  m e e tin g  w ith  th e  
M e n n o n ite s  h e  r e p o r te d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t w a n t  to  b e  
c o lle c tiv iz e d , b e c a u s e  th e y  b e lie v e d  in  p e r s o n a l  f r e e ­
d o m  a n d  w a n te d  th e  r ig h t to  c o n tro l  th e i r  o w n  a ffa irs . 
B e s id e s , th e y  a rg u e d , th e y  h a d  b e e n  g u a ra n te e d  th e s e  
r ig h ts  e a r l ie r  b y  g o v e rn m e n ta l  d e c r e e .5 S o o n  s e v e ra l  
S o v ie t  o ffic ia ls  a p p e a re d  in A k -M e tc h e t to  h o ld  a  to w n  
m e e tin g . T h e  m a y o r  o n c e  m o re  a n n o u n c e d  w h a t  th e  
o ffic ia ls  w a n te d ,  a n d  o n c e  m o re  th e  s tu b b o rn  M e n ­
n o n ite s  r e f u s e d  to  c o n c e d e .  T h a t  e v e n in g  th e  m a y o r  
w a s  a r r e s te d  a n d  ja i le d . T h e  fo l lo w in g  n ig h t th e  offi­
c ia ls  c a lle d  a n o th e r  m e e tin g , sa w  to  it th a t  a n o th e r  
m a y o r  w a s  e le c te d ,  a n d  m a d e  th e  s a m e  d e m a n d . T h e  
M e n n o n ite s  a g a in  v o te d  a g a in s t  c o l le c t iv iz a t io n . T h a t  
n ig h t th e  n ew  m a y o r  d is a p p e a re d  a n d  w ith  h im  th e  
e ld e r  o f  th e  c o n g re g a t io n . T h e  s a m e  p ro c e d u r e  w a s  
r e p e a te d  n ig h tly  u n til te n  h o s ta g e s  h ad  b e e n  a r r e s t e d .6 
S till th e  p e o p le  r e f u s e d  to  c o m p ly , a n d  th e  e x a s p e r ­
a te d  o ffic ia ls  b e g a n  s e e k in g  a l te rn a t iv e  m e a s u re s  to  
ja r  th e m  fro m  th e ir  s tu b b o rn  c o m p la c e n c y .

S o o n  it w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  th e  te n  h o s ta g e s  w e re  
to  b e  tr ie d  p u b lic ly  a s  c o u n te r - r e v o lu t io n a r ie s .  T h e  
h e a v ily  g u a rd e d  p r is o n e rs  w e re  r e tu rn e d  to  A k -M e t­
c h e t  f o r  tr ia l .  T h e ir  o rd e a l b e g a n  a t  th r e e  o ’c lo c k  in 
th e  a f te rn o o n  a n d  la s te d  f a r  in to  th e  n ig h t. T h e ir  te s t i ­
m o n y  w a s  im p re s s iv e ly  d e f ia n t: w ith  a  B ib le  in  h a n d , 
e a c h  u n a s h a m e d ly  s ta te d  th a t  th e  s e v e r e s t  p u n is h m e n t  
w o u ld  n o t m a k e  h im  w a v e r  f ro m  h is  b e lie f  th a t  c o l le c ­
tiv ism  w a s  n o t G o d ’s w ill. T h e  v e rd ic t  c a m e  s w if t ly :  
d e a th  b y  firin g  s q u a d  f o r  e a c h  o f  th e m , a n d  S ib e r ia n  
e x ile  fo r  th e i r  f a m il ie s .7
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M ennonites who cam e to W hitew ater, K ansas, to escape per­
secution in Russian C entral Asia. This hom estead is still s tand ­
ing.

The M ennonites originated in two countries, Sw itzerland and 
the N etherlands. From  these two countries they spread over 
Europe and  to  A m erica. Hence, all M ennonites are  either of 
Sw iss-Germ an o r D utch-G erm an origin. This m ap shows the
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W ithin 150 years M ennonites spread over Europe and Asiatic 
Russia, establishing some fifty settlem ents w ith a population of

some 120,000; in 400 villages and estates, covering a land su r­
face of 9,816 square miles (equal to the State of Connecticut).
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M ennonite “ Cowboys”  of C entral Asia. F red  K arl S tarkel, 
left, and Pete Jan tzen  both cam e to the United States to find 
refuge.

C entral Asia M ennonite family: H enry H . W iebe and first 
wife, M aria  Jan tzen , w ith the ir son, John  H . W iebe.

è

John  H. W iebe, still living in W hitew ater, K ansas, is over 90 
years of age.
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The promise 
of religious freedom  

brought them to Russia; 
its denial impels 

them to leave.

O n  th e  fo l lo w in g  d a y ,  g o v e rn m e n t  t r u c k s  a p p e a re d  
to  ta k e  th e  f a m il ie s  in to  e x ile .  T h e  q u ie t  c ro w d  s lo w ly  
e n v e lo p e d  th e  t r u c k s .  T h e n ,  s o f t ly  a t  f irs t ,  th e y  b e g a n  
to  c h a n t— “ A ll o r  n o n e ,  a ll o r  n o n e ,”  u n til th e i r  d e ­
f ia n c e  ra n g  th r o u g h  th e  s t r e e ts  o f  A k -M e tc h e t .  S o m e  
p r o s t r a te d  th e m s e lv e s  b e fo r e  th e  w h e e ls  o f  th e  t r u c k s ;  
o th e r s  p iled  o n  to p  o f  th e m  fo rm in g  a  h u m a n  b a r r ic a d e  
a g a in s t  th is  in ju s t ic e .  T h e  t r u c k  d r iv e r s ,  sh o c k e d  b y  
M e n n o n ite  d e d ic a t io n  to  o n e  a n o th e r  a n d  th e i r  c o u r a ­
g e o u s  d is p la y  o f  c iv il d is o b e d ie n c e ,  le f t  th e  tr u c k s  
w h - 're  th e y  s to o d  a n d  w a lk e d  b a c k  to  K h iv a  f o r  f u r ­
th e r  o r d e r s .8

S e v e ra l  d a y s  la te r ,  m a n y  t r u c k s  c a m e  to  A k -M e t­
c h e t— th is  tim e  to  ta k e  th e  e n t i r e  c o lo n y  to  a n  u n ­
k n o w n  d e s t in a t io n .  E a c h  fa m ily  w a s  p e rm it te d  to  ta k e  
a s  m a n y  b e lo n g in g s  a s  th e y  c o u ld  c a r r y .  S u rp r is in g ly , 
th e y  s u b m it te d  q u ie t ly  to  th is  n e w  S o v ie t  m o v e , e v e n  
th o u g h  th e y  w e re  le a v in g  a  v illa g e  th a t  h a d  b e e n  th e i r  
h o m e  f o r  m o re  th a n  h a lf  a  c e n tu r y .  A s th e  tr u c k s  
d ro v e  a w a y  f ro m  th e  v il la g e , te a r s  f lo w e d  f r e e ly ,  b u t 
th e y  s a n g  h y m n s  to  sh o w  th e y  h a d  n o  f e a r .  T h e  t r u c k s  
to o k  th e m  to  th e  A m u  D a ry a  R iv e r ,  p a r t  o f  N o v o -  
U rg e n c h ,  w h e re  th e y  b o a rd e d  b o a ts  f o r  a  lo n g  r iv e r  
jo u r n e y ,  th e n  to o k  a  tr a in  to  S a m a rk a n d . F ro m  th e r e ,  
t r u c k s  t r a n s p o r te d  th e m  a b o u t  o n e  h u n d re d  m ile s  
s o u th e a s tw a rd  in to  th e  d e s e r t  f o r  r e s e t t le m e n t .  T o  
th e i r  s u r p r is e  th e y  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in  th e  v e ry  a r e a  
w h e re  th e i r  a n c e s to r s  h a d  h o p e d  to  w itn e s s  th e  s e c ­
o n d  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t— S c h a r - i-S a b s — th e  V a lle y  o f  
th e  C a r r o t s .9

T h u s  M e n n o n i te  A k -M e tc h e t  w a s  n o  m o re , a n d  its  
b ra v e  p e o p le  w e re  o n c e  a g a in  p io n e e r s  in  a  re g io n  
th e i r  f o r e f a th e r s  h a d  s o u g h t .10 T h e ir  f o r m e r  v illag e  
w a s  n o w  s e t t le d  b y  U z b e k  n a t iv e s .  In  1947 a  v is ito r  
r e p o r te d  th a t  a lth o u g h  o n e  c o u ld  still s e e  r e m n a n ts  o f  
M e n n o n ite  in f lu e n c e  a t  A k -M e tc h e t ,  M o s le m  c u ltu re  
n o w  d o m in a te d  th e  a r e a .11

T o d a y  it  is e s t im a te d  th a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  100,000 
p e o p le  liv in g  in  S ib e r ia  a n d  C e n tra l  A s ia  h a v e  a  G e r ­
m a n  M e n n o n i te  b a c k g ro u n d . N o t  all a re  p ra c t ic in g  
M e n n o n i te s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  a s s im ila t io n  in to  R u s ­
s ia n  c u l tu r e .  T h o s e  w h o  d o  p ra c t ic e  th e i r  f a i th  g e n e r ­
a lly  w o rs h ip  in  R u s s ia n  B a p tis t  c h u r c h e s ,  a s ,  f o r  e x ­

a m p le , in  M o s c o w  a n d  A lm a  A t a .12
W ill th e  C e n tr a l  A s ia n  M e n n o n i te s  g e t th e i r  v is a s ?  

P ro b a b ly  n o t— a t le a s t  n o t w ith o u t  lo n g  d e la y s ,  if  th e  
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  J e w s  d e s ir in g  to  e m ig ra te  is a n y  indicaT  
to r .  A n d , lik e  th e  J e w s ,  th e y  c a n  a n t ic ip a te  th e  s c o rn  
o f  th e i r  n e ig h b o r s ,  lo s s  o f  jo b s ,  a n d  o th e r  fo r m s  o f  
e c o n o m ic  a n d  so c ia l r e ta l ia t io n .

O n e  th in g  is  s u re :  A  h o s t  o f  c o u n tr ie s  p u r s u in g  th e  
b e t t e r  life  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  to  w e lc o m e  th e s e  a c c o m ­
p lish e d  f a r m e r s ,  w h ic h  a  r e c e n t  R u s s ia n  g o v e rn m e n t  
p u b lic a tio n  s t ig m a tiz e s  f o r  h a v in g  re l ig io u s  v ie w s  
th a t  a r e  a  h in d r a n c e  to  a  “ sc ie n tif ic  w o r ld  v ie w .”  13 
A n  e a r l ie r  g e n e ra t io n  o f  M e n n o n i te s  b ro u g h t  A m e r ­
ic a  th e  h a rd y  w h e a t  s e e d  c a lle d  T u rk e y  r e d .  F ro m  th e  
K a n s a s  fie ld s  th e y  p la n te d ,  a n d  th o u s a n d s  m o re  lik e  
th e m , c o m e  to d a y ’s g ra in  s u r p lu s e s  s o u g h t so  a v id ly  
b y  R u s s ia n  b u y e r s .  □
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From Many Lands
Liberty  speaks to all m en, 

regardless o f the ir na­
tionality  o r religious faith . 
This tru th  w as never b e t­

te r exem plified than  in the A m erican 
R evolution . F o r the struggle fo r in­
dependence  found  a read y  response 
in the hearts o f m en from  m any differ­
en t coun tries and churches.

T hey cam e from  across the ocean 
and from  all pa rts  o f the th irteen  
colonies. Som e w ere in A m erica b e ­
fore the R evolu tion , o thers cam e 
specifically to  fight fo r freedom  in 
A m erica. Som e from  abroad  rem ained 
in the S ta tes , o thers re tu rned  to  their 
ow n coun tries, satisfied tha t they  had 
con tribu ted  to the cause of freedom  
in the new  w orld.

U nlike the long religious w ars of 
E urope, w here m en fought to  establish  
the suprem acy  of one chu rch  over 
o th ers , the A m erican R evolution 
saw m en from  C atholic Poland, 
F rance , and Ireland unite w ith L u th e r­
ans from  G erm any, P resbyterians 
from  Scotland , and A nglicans from  
E ngland.

POLAND: E ven though Poland 
itself w as under the rule o f R ussia, 
it con tribu ted  tw o m en w ho believed 
in the cause of liberty .

C ount C asim ir Pulaski had already 
engaged in a fight fo r freedom — in his 
hom eland. W hen the Polish fo rces 
w ere defea ted  by the R ussians, he 
fled to T urkey . F rom  there  he sailed 
fo r the U nited  S tates to  jo in  in its 
struggle to  obtain  freedom  from  
England. As an experienced  officer, 
Pulaski d istinguished h im self a t the

Battle o f B randyw ine.
Shortly  a fte r this ba ttle , G eneral 

Pulaski organized an Independen t 
corps w ithin the C ontinen tal A rm y 
staffed prim arily  by officers from  Po­
land, F rance , and G erm any . The en ­
listed personnel w ere largely Pennsy l­
vania G erm ans. A nd so a C atholic 
Polish G eneral led G erm an L utherans 
from  a S tate founded  by an  English 
Q uaker in a struggle fo r liberty .

Pulaski con tribu ted  m oney from  his 
private  incom e to support his troops, 
and on O ctober 9, 1779, gave his life 
in the cause of freedom . H e died, fit­
tingly, on an A m erican w arship an ­
chored off the coast o f G eorgia, 
succum bing to  w ounds received in the 
B attle o f Savannah .

T adeusz  K osciusko , like Pulaski, 
w as a Polish freedom  fighter, born in 
the G rand D uchy of L ithuan ia . W hen 
he arrived in the colonies in 1776, he 
w as im m ediately com m issioned a 
colonel in the C orps of Engineers.

T he w isdom  of this m ove becam e 
apparen t w hen the new  Polish colonel 
selected  the site o f Bem is H eights 
fo r the C ontinental A rm y a t the Battle 
of Saratoga, a turning point in the 
w ar fo r the colon ists. A fter this vic­
to ry , K osciusko  w as assigned the 
task  of fortify ing  the highlands around 
W est Point. And as the Encyclopedia  
A m ericana  no tes , “ K osciusko  m ade 
those heights im pregnab le .”

In 1783 C ongress aw arded  the 
Polish patrio t U .S . c itizensh ip , ad ­
vanced him to  the rank of brigadier 
general, and took care  o f his back pay 
w ith a land g ran t in the fron tier W est.

But K osciusko  d id n ’t rem ain in

A m erica long a fter independence was 
won— Poland still w asn ’t free . So he 
re tu rned  to  ca rry  on the fight for 
liberty  there .

H ow ever, in 1796 K osciusko  re ­
turned  to  the U nited  S tates to  visit 
w ith T hom as Jefferson . The Polish 
freedom  fighter deeded his land to  
Jefferson fo r the purpose of p u rchas­
ing the freedom  of N egro  slaves and 
educating  them  in a trad e— one tha t 
would perm it them  to live a decen t, 
self-supporting , self-respecting  life.

GERMANY: Like Poland, G erm any 
also con tribu ted  tw o generals to  the 
C ontinental A rm y.

B aron Johann  de K alb was born  
in B avaria but spen t his m ilitary 
career in the F rench  A rm y. In 1768 
he w as sen t by F rance  to  A m erica as 
a secre t agent to the m en who w ere al­
ready form ulating  ideas of revolt 
against the B ritish. U pon his re turn  
to F rance he arranged L a fa y e tte ’s 
first m eeting w ith Silas D eane, the 
C ontinental C ongress’ rep resen ta tive  
to  the F rench  court.

And w hen L afaye tte  sailed to  the aid 
o f the co lon ists, D e K alb  accom ­
panied him . B ecause of his prev ious 
m ilitary experience , he w as m ade a 
m ajor general in 1777. In 1780 he led 
the troops from  M aryland and D ela­
w are in the a ttem p t to  w rest contro l 
of the South  from  the B ritish. De K alb 
was w ounded a t C am den , South 
C arolina, and th ree days later died 
from  his w ounds.

It is fitting th a t in 1825 L afaye tte  
re tu rned  to  the U nited S tates to  lay 
the co rnerstone  fo r the m onum ent to
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V
this G erm an general w ho died fighting 
fo r the liberty  o f an o th e r nation.

B aron F ried rich  von  S teuben  was 
ano ther G erm an w ho w en t to  F rance , 
w here he m et w ith B enjam in F ranklin  
and Silas D eane, w ho persuaded  him 
to  join the cause of freedom  by 
sailing to  A m erica.

V on S teu b en ’s tra in ing  w ith the 
P russian  A rm y offered W ashington 
o pportun ity  to  appo in t him inspector 
general o f the C ontinen tal A rm y. He 
tra ined  the troops, instilling disci­
p line, o rderliness, and  a sense of 
purpose in the ir ba ttle  fo rm ations.

The m arching ability  and battle per­
form ance of the tro o p s a t M onm outh , 
S tony Point, and at Y ork tow n  proved 
that the C ontinental A rm y had 
learned their lessons w ell.

A fter the w ar, V on S teuben  becam e 
a U .S . c itizen . H e lived in the M o­
haw k Valley in N ew  Y ork  S ta te , on a 
land g ran t o f several thousand  acres , 
given him by the g ra tefu l legislature.

FRANCE: T hree of the fou r officers 
w ho fought w ith the C ontinental 
A rm y are well know n:

L afayette  cam e to  the U nited  S tates 
as a 20-year-old. H e served  under 
G eneral W ashington at B randyw ine, 
and w as la ter en tru sted  w ith the d e ­
fense  of V irginia.

C om te Jean  de R ocham beau , a 
F rench  a ris to c ra t, led 6,000 French  
troops to  the U nited  S ta tes to help 
the struggling co lon ists gain the upper 
hand over the B ritish.

C om te F ranço is de G rasse  w as also 
sen t by  the  F rench  G overnm ent to  aid 
the A m ericans. W hile R ocham beau

By Thomas W. Klewin________
led the tro o p s, G rasse com m anded 
the F rench  fleet th a t patro lled  the 
W est Indies against the B ritish and 
finally partic ipated  in the siege of 
Y orktow n by sealing off the tow n from  
the B ritish N avy.

In 1883 a m onum ent w as erec ted  at 
Y ork tow n to  D e G rasse. It is fitting 
that it includes the nam es of the tw o 
o ther key figures in the siege o f Y ork­
tow n— G eneral G eorge W ashington 
and the C om te de R ocham beau.

M ajor L ’E nfan t is perhaps the least 
know n of the fou r F renchm en  w ho 
played a p rom inent role in helping 
the colon ists. L ’E n fan t w as an engi­
neer and arch itec t ra ther than  an  in­
fan try  officer o r naval leader. He 
spent his first w inter in A m erica at 
Valley Forge. H e w as w ounded in 
the assau lt on Savannah  in 1779, and 
a fter he recovered  he w as cap tu red  
at the battle  o f C harleston , South  
C arolina.

L ’E nfan t is best know n not fo r his 
contribu tion  to  the w ar, bu t fo r w hat 
he did a fte r the w ar. M ore than  an y ­
one else he is responsib le fo r the 
p resen t layout o f W ashington, D .C ., 
for he designed the city as a fitting 
sym bol o f a g reat nation.

ELSEWHERE: O thers w ho partic i­
pated in the struggle fo r liberty  cam e 
to A m erica before  the R evolution.
T w o clergym en, one a Sco tsm an , the 
o ther G erm an, served the C ontinental 
C ongress and C ontinental A rm y. John  
W itherspoon , the Scotch  P resby terian , 
becam e the p residen t of P rinceton , 
signed the D eclaration  of Independ­
ence, and served in the C ontinental

C ongress.
P eter M iiehlenberg , a  L u th eran , 

cam e to  the U nited  S tates as a boy 
w ith his c lergym an fa th e r. W hen the 
w ar b roke o u t, M iiehlenberg left his 
pulpit, took  off his p reach ing  robe , 
and donned  his m ilitary uniform .

Scotland also  sen t John  Paul Jones , 
w ho arrived  in the U nited  S tates ju s t 
th ree years before  the R evolution .
His exploits on the seas are know n 
by every  A m erican schoolboy.

England sen t H oratio  G ates, a 
professional so ld ier. H e had first 
com e to  A m erica as a B ritish officer 
and took part in G eneral B rad d o ck ’s 
ill-fated cam paign. G ates re tu rned  in 
1772 to settle  in V irginia, fo r he had 
learned to  love the land and  its people. 
W hen independence  w as decla red , 
G ates took  up the cause o f liberty  
against the arm y he had at one tim e 
served.

In 1772 A lexander H am ilton  arrived 
from  the B ritish W est Ind ies. A 
young m an o f ju s t 17, he w as looking 
fo r a land w here opportun ity  aw aited 
anyone w ho w ished to  seize it.

T hey cam e from  m any lands, w ith 
a w ide varie ty  o f denom inational 
p re fe ren ces, and  set A m erica on a 
course that w ould give liberty  to all, 
regardless o f nationality  o r church  
affiliation. W e can only follow  their 
lead , offering to all the  right to  choose 
their religion, the ir occupation , and 
their w ay of life. □

Thom as W. K lew in is a free-lance  
writer in P leasantville, N ew  Jersey.
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C
ro w n e d  k in g  w h e n  o n ly  16, U z z ia h  re ig n e d  
lo n g e r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  m o n a rc h  o f  J u d a h  o r  
I s ra e l  e x c e p t  M a n a s s e h — fif ty - tw o  y e a r s .  
T h is  y o u th fu l  r u le r  h e e d e d  th e  m e s s a g e s  o f  
G o d ’s p ro p h e t .  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h e  d is t in g u is h e d  h im ­

s e lf  b y  h is  b u ild in g  p ro g ra m  a n d  h is  m ili ta ry  e x p lo i ts .
H e a v e n  b le s s e d  h is  o b e d ie n c e :  H is  a rm ie s  b ro k e  th e  

p o w e r  o f  th e  P h il is t in e s  a n d  th e  A ra b ia n s . T h e  A m ­
m o n ite s  p a id  h im  tr ib u te .  H e  re g a in e d  lo s t  te r r i to r y  
a n d  fo r tif ie d  c it ie s .  H is  fa m e  g re w  u n til J u d a h  e n jo y e d  
a  p re s tig e  a s  in  th e  d a y s  o f  K in g  S o lo m o n , a lm o s t  tw o  
h u n d re d  y e a r s  e a r l ie r .  U z z ia h ’s a rm y  o f  3 0 0 ,0 0 0  p lu s  
s to o d  r e a d y  a t  a ll t im e s  to  d e fe n d  th e  c o u n tr y .  T h e  
k in g  h a d  b u il t  to w e rs  in  J e ru s a le m  to  ra in  d o w n  a r ­
ro w s  a n d  la rg e  s to n e s  u p o n  a t ta c k e r s .  T h u s  f a r  “ h e  
d id  th a t w h ic h  w a s  r ig h t in  th e  s ig h t o f  th e  L o r d ”  (2 
C h ro n ic le s  26 :4 ).

P e a c e t im e  a c tiv it ie s  a ls o  c la im e d  U z z ia h ’s a t t e n ­
t io n ,  a s  h e  “ lo v e d  h u s b a n d r y ”  (v e r s e  10) a n d  p la n te d  
la rg e  v in e y a r d s .  H e  d u g  m a n y  w e lls  to  s u p p ly  h is  
n u m e ro u s  c a t t le  w ith  w a te r .  B le s s e d  o f  G o d , “ h e  w a s  
m a rv e llo u s ly  h e lp e d , till h e  w a s  s t r o n g ”  (v e r s e  15).

S o  f a r  so  g o o d  !

How tem pting it is 
to give the Lord’s cause 
a little legislative boost.

By Lois C hristian R andolph

T h e n  c a m e  a  s a d , sad  b u t.  “ B u t w h e n  h e  w a s  s t ro n g , 
h is  h e a r t  w a s  li f te d  u p  to  h is  d e s t ru c t io n :  f o r  h e  t r a n s ­
g re s s e d  a g a in s t  th e  L o rd  h is  G o d , a n d  w e n t  in to  th e  
te m p le  o f  th e  L o rd  to  b u rn  in c e n s e  u p o n  th e  a l ta r  o f  
in c e n s e ”  (v e r s e  16).

W h e n  K in g  U z z ia h  m e d d le d  in  th e  d u t ie s  o f  th e  
p r ie s th o o d , h e  s to o d  in  a  p la c e  n o t a s s ig n e d  h im  b y  
G o d . T h e  h ig h  p r ie s t  h a s te n e d  a f t e r  th e  k in g , n o w  a  
m a n  a b o u t  60 y e a r s  o ld . E ig h ty  v a lia n t p r ie s ts  f o l ­
lo w e d  to  w ith s ta n d  th e i r  m o n a rc h  a n d  o u s t  h im  fro m  
th e  s a n c tu a ry .  T h e y  a c te d  u p o n  in s tru c t io n  in  N u m ­
b e rs  18:1-7 , s ta t in g  th a t  o n ly  m e m b e rs  o f  A a r o n ’s 
h o u se  sh o u ld  b u rn  in c e n s e  in  th e  te m p le .

T h e  k in g  m u s t n o t ta k e  u p o n  h im s e lf  re lig io u s  
d u tie s .

F irm ly  th e  p r ie s ts  is s u e d  th e i r  o rd e r s :  “ G o  o u t  o f  
th e  s a n c tu a ry ;  f o r  th o u  h a s t  t r e s p a s s e d ;  n e i th e r  sh a ll 
it b e  f o r  th in e  h o n o u r  f r o m  th e  L o rd  G o d ”  (2 
C h ro n ic le s  26 :18 ). U z z ia h ’s h e a r t  s e e th e d  w ith  w ra th  
a n d  re b e l l io n . H a d  h e  n o t  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  s e rv e d  h is  
c o u n tr y  a n d  h is  G o d  w ith  d is t in c t io n ?  W e re  th e  p r ie s ts
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a n y  b e t t e r  th a n  h e ?  W h y  d e n y  h im  h is  g r e a te s t  w ish —  
to  b u rn  in c e n s e  in  S o lo m o n ’s te m p le  a s  a  c o n s e c r a te d  
p r ie s t?

G o d  to o k  s id e s  in  th is  c o n te s t  b e tw e e n  th e  p r ie s ts  
a n d  th e  k in g . S u d d e n ly  le p r o s y  a p p e a re d  o n  U z z ia h ’s 
f o r e h e a d .  T h e  h o rr if ie d  p r ie s ts  s to o d  r e a d y  to  m a k e  a 
f o r c ib le  e v ic t io n ,  b u t  n o w  re c o g n iz in g  th e  c u r s e  o f  
G o d , th e  k in g  h im s e lf  h a s te n e d  o u t  o f  th e  T e m p le . 
N e v e r  a g a in  c o u ld  h e  e n te r  S o lo m o n ’s m a g n if ic e n t 
s t r u c tu r e ,  e v e n  a s  a  h u m b le  w o rs h ip e r .  T h o u g h  a  k in g , 
th e  le p e r  m u s t d w e ll in  a  h o u s e  a p a r t ,  h is  u n c le a n n e s s  
a  te s t im o n y  to  a n  o f fe n d e d  D e ity , p a r t ic u la r  a b o u t 
k e e p in g  re lig io u s  a n d  c iv il d u tie s  s e p a r a te  a n d  d is ­
t in c t .

O n e  a c t  o f  p r e s u m p tio n  m a r re d  U z z ia h ’s g lo r io u s  
re ig n . N o  p a s t  g o o d n e s s  c o u ld  a to n e  f o r  h is  d is o b e d i­
e n c e .

U z z ia h  w a s  n o t  th e  la s t  c iv il r u le r  to  m e d d le  w ith  
re lig io n . S c o re s ,  s in c e  th e  le p e r  k in g ’s t im e , h a v e  v io ­
la te d  th e  w all o f  s e p a r a t io n  J e s u s  e n jo in e d  b e tw e e n  
th e  c h u rc h  a n d  th e  s t a te — “ R e n d e r  th e r e f o r e  u n to  
C a e s a r  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  C a e s a r ’s ;  a n d  u n to  G o d  
th e  th in g s  th a t  a re  G o d ’s ”  (M a tth e w  22 :21).

O n e  n o ta b le  t r a n s g r e s s o r  w a s  C o n s ta n t in e ,  w h o  
o v e r s te p p e d  h is  b o u n d s  b y  m a k in g  a  la w  th a t  S u n d a y  
sh o u ld  b e  k e p t  a s  a  d a y  o f  r e s t .  In  a . d . 312 C o n ­
s ta n t in e  e n te r e d  R o m e  in  t r iu m p h  a n d  to o k  th e  title  
o f  “ p o n ti f e x  m a x im u s .”  A s  a  re g a l o p p o r tu n is t ,  he  
f e l t  th a t  in  C h r is t ia n i ty  h e  m ig h t find  th e  m o ra l s u p ­
p o r t ,  th e  fo c a l p o in t  o f  u n i ty ,  h e  n e e d e d  to  re p e l th e  
b a rb a r ic  h o rd e s  th r e a te n in g  th e  R o m a n  E m p ire . L is ­
te n  to  h is  r e a s o n in g :

“ My fa th er  revered the Christian G od, and uniform ly  
prospered, while the em perors who w orshiped the heathen 
gods, died a m iserable d ea th ; therefore, th a t I  m ay enjoy a 
happy life and reign, I  will im ita te the exam ple o f  m y  fa ther, 
and join m yse lf to  the cause o f  the C hristians, w ho are grow ­
ing daily, while the heathen are dim inishing. ”  1

B y  th e  fo u r th  c e n tu r y  S u n d a y  h a d  g ra d u a lly  b e c o m e  
a  d a y  f o r  re lig io u s  s e r v ic e  f o r  C h r is t ia n s  a n d  a ls o  a  d a y  
o f  p r a y e r  to  th e  su n  g o d  f o r  p a g a n s . C o n s ta n t in e  d e ­
c id e d  th a t  h e  m ig h t p le a s e  b o th  g ro u p s  b y  is su in g  a  
S u n d a y  e d ic t :

L e t all judges and  all c ity  people and all tradesm en rest on 
the venerable day o f  the sun; bu t let those dwelling in the 
country  and  with fu ll liberty a ttend to the culture o f  their 
fields, since frequently  it happens tha t no o ther day  is so fit 
fo r  the sow ing o f  grain or the planting o f  vines; hence the 
favorable  tim e should  no t be allowed to  pass, lest provisions 
o f  heaven be lo s t.2

W e n o te  th e  le n ie n c y  h e re  p o r t r a y e d .  F a rm e r s  w e re  
to  k e e p  S u n d a y  o n ly  w h e n  it d id  n o t in te r fe re  w ith  
th e i r  l iv e lih o o d , n o t a s  a  m a t te r  o f  p r in c ip le .  B y  c a te r ­
ing  to  th e  re lig io u s  m in o r i ty  w ith o u t d is p le a s in g  th e  
m a j o r i t y — th e  p a g a n s — C o n s t a n t i n e  h o p e d  to  
s t r e n g th e n  h is  e m p ire .  H e r e ’s w h y :

They [the heathen] w ished th a t they could  exchange their 
inconvenient holidays fo r  a regular rest on the day o f the sun.
. . . Though he [C onstantine] was doubtless influenced  
m ainly by the w ishes o f  his C hristian supporters, it was no t 
as “the L o rd 's  d a y ” bu t as the “venerable day  o f  the s u n ” 
tha t he described the new public h o liday .3

F o r  h is  a rm y  C o n s ta n t in e  h a d  a  d if f e r e n t  s ta n d a rd .  
S c h a ff  c la im s  th a t  h e  w e n t  “ b e y o n d  th e  lim its  o f  
n e g a tiv e  a n d  p r o te c t iv e  le g is la tio n , to  w h ic h  th e  s ta te  
o u g h t to  c o n fin e  i t s e l f  in  m a t te r s  in  re l ig io n , a n d  e n ­
jo in e d  a  c e r ta in  p o s i t iv e  o b s e r v a n c e  o f  S u n d a y ,  in  
re q u ir in g  th e  C h r is t ia n  s o ld ie rs  to  a t t e n d  C h r is t ia n  
w o rs h ip , a n d  th e  h e a th e n  s o ld ie r s ,  in  th e  o p e n  fie ld , a t 
a  g iv e n  s ig n a l, w ith  e y e s  a n d  h a n d s  r a is e d  to w a rd  
h e a v e n ,  to  r e p e a t  th e  fo l lo w in g  . . . :

“Thee alone we acknow ledge as G od, thee we reverence as 
king, to thee we call as our helper. To thee we owe our vic­
tories, by thee have we obtained the m astery o f  our enem ies.
. . . We all fa ll at thy  fee t, and  ferven tly  beg tha t thou  
w ouldest preserve to  us our em peror C onstan tine  and  his  
divinely beloved sons in long life, health fu l and victorious. ” 4

F ig u ra t iv e ly  s p e a k in g , th u s  a n o th e r  U z z ia h  v e n ­
tu r e d  in to  th e  s a n c tu a ry  to  u s u rp  th e  d u tie s  o f  th e  
p r ie s th o o d ,  w h e n  C o n s ta n t in e  m a d e  la w s  te llin g  h is  
s u b je c ts  h o w  a n d  w h e n  to  w o rs h ip .  In n o c u o u s  a s  th e  
f irs t S u n d a y  la w  a p p e a r s ,  it is th e  n o s e  o f  th e  c a m e l 
( th e  s ta te )  e n te r in g  th e  te n t  ( th e  c o n f in e s  o f  re lig io n )  
to  d ic ta te  m a t te r s  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  th a t  s h o u ld  b e  le f t  
b e tw e e n  e a c h  p e r s o n  a n d  h is  G o d . U n d e r  C o n s ta n t in e ,  
c iv il a n d  re lig io u s  r ig h ts  a re  in te r lo c k e d .  T h e  c h u rc h  
a n d  th e  s t a te  a c t  a s  tw o  a rm s  o f  a  d iv in e  g o v e rn m e n t  
o n  e a r th .  T h is  a r r a n g e m e n t  is  c o n tr a ry  to  th e  s t a te ­
m e n t o f  C h r is t  to  P ila te  a t  th e  tim e  o f  H is  t r ia l ,  “ M y  
k in g d o m  is  n o t o f  th is  w o r ld : if m y  k in g d o m  w e re  o f  
th is  w o r ld , th e n  w o u ld  m y  s e r v a n ts  f ig h t”  (J o h n  18: 
36).

C h r is t  s till r e g is te r s  H is  p r o te s t  a g a in s t  m a n -m a d e  
la w s , e n fo r c in g  th e  ru le s  o f  H is  s p ir itu a l k in g d o m . 
W h a t k in d  o f  w o rs h ip  is e n g e n d e re d  b y  a  re lig io n  e s ­
ta b l is h e d  o r  p ro te c te d  b y  th e  s t a te ?  “ In  v a in  th e y  d o  
w o rs h ip  m e , te a c h in g  f o r  d o c tr in e s  th e  c o m m a n d ­
m e n ts  o f  m e n ”  (M a tth e w  15:9).

G o  o u t ,  U z z ia h ;  g o  o u t ,  C o n s ta n t in e — o u t fro m  
G o d ’s s a n c tu a ry .  C o n fin e  y o u r  la w m a k in g  to  s e c u la r  
s t a tu te s .  L e a v e  th e  e n a c tm e n t  o f  re l ig io u s  la w s— n o  
m a t te r  h o w  c le v e r ly  th e y  a re  d is g u is e d — to  th e  p r i e s t ­
h o o d . □

R E F E R E N C E S
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L o is  C h r is tia n  R a n d o lp h  is a re tired  te a c h e r  in  C o lfa x ,  
C a lifo rn ia .
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INfERNMIONAL

Senator R eports Few  
C hristian  C hurches in C hina

W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— O nly Pe­
king and a  few  o th er cities in the P eo­
p le ’s R epublic o f C hina are  know n to 
have regular C hristian  church  serv ices, 
according to  the S eventh  C ongressional 
D elegation to  th a t coun try .

At a S enate  P rayer B reak fas t, Sen. 
C harles H . P ercy  (R .-Ill.) quo ted  A rticle 
78 of the new  C hinese constitu tion : 
“  ‘C itizens en joy  freedom  o f speech , 
co rrespondence , the p ress, assem bly , 
associa tion , p rocession , dem onstra tion  
and the freedom  to  strike , and en joy  
freedom  to believe in religion and fre e ­
dom  not to believe in religion and to 
p ropagate a th e ism .’ ”

“ From  our o b se rv a tio n s ,”  Sen. Percy 
told his colleagues, “ party  m em bership  
is no t gran ted  to  anyone w ho practices 
a religious belief. A ttendance  a t a un i­
versity  and certa in  o ther privileges also 
w ould be d en ied .”

H e then  read  from  a report o f his dele­
gation on the sub jec t o f religion: “  ‘In 
Y angchow  we visited the Fa-ching M on­
astery . This Zen (China) B uddhist 
m onastery  w as founded  m ore than  1,200 
years ago in the T ’ang D ynasty . . . . 
T here are  som e 200 believers in Y ang­
chow , w hich has a total population  of 
200,000. . . .

“  ‘T here is no C hristian  chu rch  in 
Y angchow ; the m onastery , th e re fo re , is 
the only practicing religious institu tion  
in tha t city . W e learned  tha t there  exists 
only vestigial rem ains o f C hristian ity  in 
C hina. T here is a regular, sparse ly -a t­
tended C hristian  church  service in 
Peking, and Prof. Ting K uanghsun, a 
U nion Theological Sem inary  (N ew  
Y ork) graduate  o f 1948, teaches C hris­
tian theology to  a few  dozen  studen ts at 
N anking U niversity .

“  ‘The num ber o f studen ts is dw in­
dling and even these  are being tra ined  to 
serve the S tate . P ro fesso r Ting is also a 
delegate to  the N ational P eop le’s C on­
gress as rep resen ta tive  o f C hinese C hris­
tians.

“  ‘Only a  few  cities o ther than  Peking 
are know n to have regular C hristian  
church  serv ices, and these on a small 
scale. C hristianity  con tinues to be p rac­
ticed in som e hom es, bu t to  p rac tice  this 
or any  religion is incom patib le w ith 
C om m unist Party  m em bersh ip .’ ”

By co n tra s t w ith the an ti-theistic 
stance of the C hinese constitu tion , Sen. 
P ercy  rem inded his audience that 
“ th roughou t the evolu tion  of the A m eri­
can spirit, there  ex ists deep religious 
m otivation . God is accep ted  as an his­
to ric  fo rce , the true source of all o rder, 
law and right. . . . ”

“ G od w as the P rov ider and the P ro ­
tec to r. G od Was the source  of all free ­
dom  and ju s tic e”  in the new  republic 
w hen form ed 200 years ago. “ Civil lib­
erties sprang from  D ivine law ,”  he 
noted.

M easure C allin g  for E u thanasia  
Stirs C ontroversy  in E ngland

L O N D O N — A new  con troversy  over 
eu thanasia , o r m ercy killing, is develop­
ing a f te r  in troduction  in the H ouse 
of L ords o f a bill by L ady  W ootton of 
A binger, a m em ber o f the ruling L abor 
Party .

L ady  W o o tto n ’s legislation seeks to 
“ enlarge and declare the rights o f pa­
tien ts to be delivered  from  incurable 
su ffering .”  It w ould perm it a person  to 
m ake a w ritten  declaration  that if, at 
som e tim e, he becom es perm anently  in­
capable o f giving d irections, by reason 
of brain  dam age or degeneration , he 
should be regarded as refusing to  re ­
ceive life-sustaining trea tm en t. H is 
sta tem en t w ould be a ttested  by tw o w it­
nesses.

A no ther c lause w ould allow  an incur­
able patien t to  receive “ w hatever quan­
tity  o f drugs m ay be required  to  give him 
full re lief from  pain and physical d is­
tre ss , and to  be rendered  unconscious 
if no o ther trea tm en t is effective to give 
re lie f .”

T here is also a provision  fo r the pa­
tien t w ho takes his ow n life w ith an 
overdose . T his w ould be regarded as 
“ se lf-deliverance”  and trea ted  as “ m is­
ad v en tu re .”

A nother c lause s ta tes , “ N o person 
shall be under any  du ty  to  in terfere  with 
any course of action  taken  by an  incur­
able patien t to relieve his suffering in a 
m anner likely to cause his ow n death , 
and any in terfe rence  in tentionally  un ­
dertaken  con trary  to  the know n w ishes 
of the patient shall be un law fu l.”

The last part o f this c lause, in fac t, in­
hibits any ac t to  p reven t w hat to  all in­
ten ts and purposes is suicide.

T he m ass-circulating  R om an C atholic 
new spaper, the Universe, said the bill 
w as “ a new  assau lt on the sanctity  of 
life ,”  while a p rom inent su rgeon , J. F. 
Searle , described  it as “ an o th e r ex p res­
sion o f the view  tha t docto rs can  no 
longer be tru sted  to  ac t w ith com passion  
and in the best in terests o f p a tie n ts .”

Sunday S tore Sales A dvocated  
for Jew ish , A dventist O w ners

T O R O N T O — O n ta r io 's ,  p ro v in c ia l 
governm ent has am ended S unday-clos­
ing law s to  perm it Jew ish  and  Seventh- 
day A dventist shopkeepers w ho close 
on S atu rdays to  open the ir sto res on 
Sundays.

The proviso: T hat they  assign  no m ore 
than th ree people to w ork and  use only 
2,400 square fee t o f selling space on 
Sundays.

S o lic ito r -G e n e ra l Jo h n  M a c B e th  
drew  up the am endm ent to  perm it Jew s 
and A dventists particu larly  to  observe  
Saturday  as their S abbath  and  conduct 
business on Sundays.

The am ended law says no goods or 
services m ust be offered during the 32 
hours befo re  Sunday begins, tak ing  the 
necessary  closing tim e back  to  4:00 p . m . 
Friday fo r those w ho m ay open on 
Sundays.

The governm ent change still has to be 
debated  by a legislature com m ittee , 
w hich m ay am end the staff and size 
lim itations.

T rappist M onks R etreat 
From  Israeli W ine B attle

T E L  A V IV — The abbot o f a Rom an 
C atholic T rapp ist m onastery  nearby  
has d isassociated  him self and  30 m onks 
from  a law suit b rought against Tel 
A v iv ’s chief rabbinate  by d is tribu to rs 
of w ell-know n w ines m ade by the m onks 
and sold in various parts  o f Israel.

In a case subm itted  to  Is rae l’s Su­
prem e C ourt, the d is tribu to rs have 
claim ed tha t the Tel A viv rabbis d is­
crim inate against the w ines m ade at 
O ur L ady of the Seven S orrow s at 
L atroun— a tow n on the Jerusalem -T el 
Aviv highw ay— by refusing  kosher ce r­
tificates to  hotels and re s tau ran ts  selling 
the w ines. A t the sam e tim e, (fie d is­
tribu tors claim  the rabbis allow  the sale 
of expensive foreign liqueurs from  
abroad.
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A ccording to  Jew ish  ritual law , any 
wine handled  by G entiles a t any  stage of 
production  or d is tribu tion  is prohibited  
to  Jew s. T here  has been  som e con tro ­
versy  abou t w hether the rabbis should 
aw ard kosher sta tus to  hotels w here food 
and drink are stric tly  ritual but w here 
S abbath  law s are not stric tly  observed .

A bbot Elie C orb is ier, O .C .S .O ., ex ­
p ressed  the “ deep  reg re t”  o f his m onks 
at the d is trib u to rs’ ac tion  and said they  
ac ted  “ on their ow n in itiative, w ithout 
inform ing the m o n a s te ry .”

“ B ecause of the ir veneration  fo r the 
revela tion  of the B lessed L o rd  to the 
people o f Israe l, the  m onks to tally  d is­
approve of the action  of their rep re­
sen ta tiv e s ,”  he no ted .

T he m onastery  w as founded  in 1890 
near the ru ins o f a C ru sad e rs’ castle , 
at one tim e held by K ing R ichard (the 
L ionhearted ) o f E ngland , and located 
not fa r  from  the N ew  T estam en t site of 
E m m aus. D uring the partition  o f the 
H oly  L and , from  1948 to  1967, the 
T rapp ist m onks w ere located  in a “ no 
m an ’s lan d ”  betw een  Israel and Jordan  
in the B iblical valley o f 'A yya lon .

Since 1967 the m onks have found  a 
ready m arket fo r the ir w ines in Israel 
and have cu ltiva ted  re lations w ith the 
neighboring kibbutzim  and A rab villages.

Italy W ill V ote  
on A bortion  Q u estion

R O M E— A F ederal co u rt has an ­
nounced  tha t sufficient signatures have 
been ob tained  to  fo rce  a referendum  
that could legalize abortion  in Italy.

T he co u rt said th a t of the 800,000 
signatures subm itted  by pro-abortion  
organ izers, led by the Radical P arty , 
558,000 w ere valid. U nder Italian  law , if 
half a m illion citizens petition  fo r a 
referendum  it m ust be held. P residen t 
G lobanni L eone m ust now  set the d a te , 
m ost likely late this spring.

A bortion  is illegal in Ita ly , and  anyone 
seeking an  abo rtion , undergoing one , or 
assisting  in carry ing  ou t one is sub jec t 
to  p rosecu tion . H ow ever, fem in ist 
groups say  th a t m ore than  a million abo r­
tions are  carried  ou t illegally each year, 
and figures from  the U nited  N ations 
W orld H ealth  O rganization  support th a t 
figure.

T here are  several bills befo re  the 
Italian Parliam ent th a t w ould legalize

abortion , som e m ore restric tive ly  than  
o thers. Should one of the m ore liberal 
of these  bills pass in the com ing m onths, 
the referendum  could be canceled . H ow ­
ever, sim ilar bills have been  befo re  P a r­
liam ent fo r several years , and the lack of 
action  so fa r indicates th a t the chances 
of early  passage are slim.

P rom oters o f the referendum  w ant to 
perm it abortion  on opinions of tw o 
physicians tha t the physical o r m ental 
health  o f the p regnant w om an is en d an ­
gered. M ost o f the bills befo re  Parlia­
m ent are m ore restric tive .

Justice D ouglas R etires at 77; 
C hurch-S tate Separation  A dvocate

W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— Suprem e 
C ourt Justice  W illiam O. D ouglas, 
long noted  as a staunch  advocate  of the 
separa tion  o f chu rch  and s ta te , an ­
nounced his re tirem ent on N ovem ber 12, 
1975.

A fter a stroke in D ecem ber, 1974, 
Justice  D ouglas had m ade a strong effort 
to  regain his streng th  and take  up his du ­
ties at the Suprem e C ourt, w here he had 
already served longer than  any o ther 
justice  in U .S . h istory .

But in a  le tter to P residen t Ford , 
Justice  D ouglas, 77, said , “ I have been  
bo thered  w ith incessan t and dem anding 
pain , w hich dep letes my energy  to  the 
ex ten t tha t I have been unable to  shoul­
der my full share of the b u rd e n .”

W hether he w ould be able to  carry  a

r

Ju stice W illiam  O . D ouglas

full load of w ork  had com e to  be w idely 
d iscussed , and there  w as speculation  
that he w ished to  hold ou t a t least b e ­
yond the 1976 Presiden tia l elec tion .

T he son of a  P resby terian  m in ister 
from  N ova S co tia , he w as born  in M in­
neso ta  and grew  up in the S tate  o f W ash­
ington. A fte r receiv ing  a law  degree 
from  C olum bia U nivers ity , he taugh t a t 
C olum bia and Y ale befo re  being a p ­
pointed  by P residen t F ranklin  D. R oose­
velt to  head  the S ecurities and E xchange 
Com m ission.

T hen  in 1939 P residen t R oosevelt 
appoin ted  the 40-year-old D ouglas to the 
Suprem e C ourt, the youngest ju s tice  ap ­
pointed  in 125 years. On O ctober 28, 
1973, he passed  the reco rd  fo r length of 
service on the Suprem e C ourt tha t had 
been se t by Ju stice  S tephen  J. F ields in 
1897.

But Ju stice  D ouglas w as no ted  m ore 
fo r his leadersh ip  o f the liberal bloc on 
the C ourt ra th e r than  fo r longevity . H is 
appo in tm en t by P residen t R oosevelt w as 
a m ove to  shift a  conservative  co u rt in 
a m ore liberal d irec tion ; during the ac tiv ­
ist e ra  o f the W arren  C ourt, Ju stice  
Douglas fo rm ed part o f the m ajo rity ; 
and then  w ith a sh ift b rought by ap ­
pointees o f P residen t R ichard M. N ixon , 
Justice  Douglas again found  h im self in 
the m inority , no ted  fo r the num ber of his 
d issen ts.

H e w as alw ays a cham pion o f the 
stric t view of chu rch -sta te  separation . 
In 1962, w hen the Suprem e C ourt ruled 
that daily rec ita tion  o f a p ray er in N ew  
Y ork public schools w as u nconstitu ­
tional, Justice  D ouglas w ro te  a separa te  
concurring  opinion in w hich he said 
m any o th er fo rm s of governm ent- 
financed religious exerc ises w ere also 
unconstitu tiona l.

A m ong the p rac tices he w ould have 
ruled ou t w ere reduced  postage fo r re ­
ligious pub lications, the la ter-ou tlaw ed  
com pulsory  chapel serv ices at m ilitary 
academ ies, incom e tax  deductions fo r 
charitab le  con tribu tions, use of “ In G od 
We T ru s t”  on cu rrency , and inclusion of 
“ under G o d "  in the pledge of allegiance 
to  the flag.

T he S uprem e C ourt itself indulges in 
an unconstitu tional p rac tice  w hen it 
opens sessions w ith a p ray e r, Justice  
D ouglas suggested . H e w ent on to  say 
that paym ent o f salaries fo r chapla ins 
in the U nited  S tates C ongress and S tate
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legislatures v io lated  the sam e princip le.
L ooking  b ack  at the 1947 E verson  

case , in w hich Ju stice  D ouglas jo ined 
the m ajority  in a 5-4 decision  to  perm it 
tax-financed bus tran sp o rta tio n  fo r 
parochial school s tuden ts , he said it 
seem ed “ in re tro sp ec t to  be ou t o f line 
w ith the F irs t A m endm en t.”

In 1963, w hen the Suprem e C ourt 
ruled ou t B ible read ing  and recita tion  of 
the L o rd ’s P rayer in public schoo ls, he 
again voiced his strong  view s on church- 
s ta te  separa tion  in a sho rt separa te  op in ­
ion.

A rguing th a t the prac tices m eant tax  
support fo r religious ac tiv ity , he d e ­
c lared , “ F inancing  a chu rch  either in its 
stric tly  religious ac tiv ities or in its o ther 
activ ities is equally  unconstitu tional, as 
I understand  th e  estab lishm ent c lau se .”

Justice  D ouglas w as also  know n as an 
abso lu tist on the C onstitu tional p ro tec­
tion  fo r freedom  o f speech  and the p ress, 
firmly opposing restric tions in the area 
of po rnography  or unpopular political 
opinions.

P rivate H osp ita ls M ay  
P rohib it “ E lec tiv e”  A bortions

W A SH IN G T O N , D .C .— The U nited  
S tates Suprem e C ourt has le t stand  a 
low er court ruling upholding the right of 
a governm en t-supported  bu t p rivately  
opera ted  hospital to  fo rb id  docto rs to  
perform  “ e lec tiv e”  abortions.

T he C ourt declined to  review  a case 
involving O range M em orial H ospital in 
B eaum ont, O range C ounty , T exas. The 
hospital w as built by the coun ty  govern ­
m ent w ith local and Federal funds on 
land ow ned by the coun ty . B ut in 1973, 
the hospital and land w ere leased  fo r $1 
a year to  a nonprofit co rpora tion  estab ­
lished to  opera te  the hospital.

In 1973, shortly  a fte r the U .S . Su­
prem e C o u rt’s landm ark decision  liber­
alizing abortion  law s, D r. John  C . G reco 
began to  perfo rm  elec tive abortions at 
the hospital. T he board  o f d irec to rs of 
the hospital co rpora tion  adopted  a m o­
tion by the m edical staff preventing  
fu rth er elective abortions— as opposed  
to  m edically necessary  or therapeu tic  
abortions. D r. G reco  sued to change the 
regulation.

B oth the Federal D istric t C ourt and 
the C ourt o f A ppeals fo r the F ifth  C ir­
cu it supported  the hospital. The d istric t

cou rt ruled th a t if the hospital w ere a 
public institu tion  it w ould have to  allow 
elec tive abortions. B ut since it w as pri­
vate , it could constitu tionally  fo rb id  non- 
therapeu tic  abortions.

The appeals cou rt affirmed the d istric t 
co u rt ruling, w ith m ixed reasons. Two 
of the th ree judges agreed tha t since the 
hospital w as privately  o pera ted , there 
w as no s ta te  o r governm ent ac tion , and 
thus no C onstitu tional violation.

The th ird  judge appeared  to  disagree 
on w hether there  w as enough govern ­
m ent involvem ent to  constitu te  state 
action , bu t found  no requ irem en t to  al­
low abortions.

T he Suprem e C ourt refu sed  to  review  
the case , over the d issen ts o f Justice  
B yron R. W hite and C hief Justice  W ar­
ren E . B urger.

"T h e  question  is im portan t, the con ­
flict is c lea r, and  this C ourt has a re ­
sponsibility  to  reso lve i t ,”  Justices 
W hite and B urger said. “ T he task  of po ­
licing th is C o u rt’s decisions (on abo r­
tion) is a  difficult one , bu t having ex er­
cised its pow ers as it d id , the C ourt has 
a responsib ility  to  resolve the problem s 
arising in the w ake of those  dec is io n s.”

D elaw are C ourt U pholds  
M asses at U niversity

N E W A R K , D el.— O verturn ing  a 
low er cou rt ruling, the S tate Suprem e 
C ourt has upheld the right o f tw o C atho­
lic chaplains to  ce lebrate  M ass on the 
cam pus o f the U niversity  o f D elaw are.

U niversity  officials had contended  
that allowing use o f cam pus facilities fo r 
religious serv ices w ould v iolate the F irst 
A m endm ent.

But D elaw are’s Suprem e C ourt said 
the university  policy “ constitu tes a legal 
b u rd en ”  on the s tu d e n ts ’ right to  w or­
ship, and tha t the university  would have 
to prove a “ com pelling state  in te re s t”  to 
continue the prohibition .

A decision  on possib le appeal by the 
un iversity  w as not im m ediately an ­
nounced.

The case began w ith an incident in 
S ep tem ber, 1973, w hen a chaplain 
a s s i s t a n t ,  N e w m a n  A p o s to la te ,  w as 
p reven ted  from  using a dorm itory  com ­
m ons room  fo r a M ass. They had ce le­
bra ted  M asses on tw o previous Sundays 
w ithout incident. The location  w as m ore 
than  a mile from  the N ew m an C enter,

and studen ts had asked  fo r a M ass 
closer to  the ir res idences.

P hysicians M ust R eport 
A bortion  N am es, A ddresses

N E W  Y O R K — The N ew  Y ork S tate 
C ourt o f A ppeals has upheld the right of 
the C ity  H ealth  D epartm ent to  require  
physicians to  report the nam es and ad ­
dresses o f all w om en ob tain ing  legal 
abortions.

The 4-to-3 decision  covered  a suit 
filed by a B ronx physician . H e had asked 
that the health  departm en t regulation 
be set aside because  it v io lated  a 
w om an’s constitu tional right to  privacy 
w hen she had an abortion .

In a 13-page m ajority  opin ion w ritten  
by Judge D om enick G abrielli, the cou rt 
said “ the reporting  requ irem en t w ith 
centralized  com puter record ing  does 
enable the city  to  obtain  and have u se ­
fully available cu rren t sta tistical da ta  on 
the basis o f w hich to  d ischarge the c ity ’s 
responsib ility  fo r effective, up-to-date  
m onitoring o f abortion  p rac tices as well 
as to  plan fo r the availability  and d is­
tribution  o f serv ices and fac ilitie s .”

T he required  reporting  “ does no t in­
fringe on a w om an’s right to  have an 
abortion  or to  in terfe re  w ith a w om an’s 
decision to  have an a b o rtio n ,”  the cou rt 
m ajority  opinion ruled.

It also noted th a t “ the city  has ade­
quately  a ssu re d ”  tha t the personal in­
form ation  concerning p a tien ts  “ is 
cloaked by confidentiality  and  shielded 
from  disclosure to  unau thorized  per­
so n s .”  U nder the law , the confidential 
inform ation is “ no t sub jec t to  sub­
po en a”  or to  “ inspection  by persons 
o ther than  the C om m issioner o r au ­
thorized personnel o f the d ep a rtm en t.”

Judge Sol W achtler, in a five-page d is­
sent, held tha t “ in m y view  the right to 
p rivacy , w hich the Suprem e C ourt ex ­
tended to  a  w om an’s decision  to abo rt, 
necessarily  ex tends to and includes her 
right to guard  her iden tity  from  a cen ­
tralized  abortion  reg is try ”  and “ keep 
her intim ate decisions p e rso n a l.”

In a  ten-page d issen t, Judge Jacob  D. 
Fuchsberg  noted  tha t abortion  is still a  
highly “ em otionally  cha rg ed ”  issue and 
the “ potential fo r stigm atiza tion”  of 
w om en w ho have abortions “ is m ulti­
plied by the unnecessary  co llection  and 
cen tra liza tion”  of the inform ation .

28 LIB ER TY  M A R CH /A PRIL, 1976



PERSPECTIVE

A F earsom e T hing?

T he lay ed ito rs o f the N ationa l C atho­
lic R eporter are  upse t because  they  th ink 
the N ational C on ference  of C atholic 
B ishops (N C CB ) m ay have crea ted  a 
R om an C atholic political party .

W h a t’s the background?
In N ovem ber the N C C B  passed a 

com prehensive pasto ra l p lan fo r an ti­
abortion  ac tiv ities , including estab lish ­
m ent of a “ public in te re s t”  group in 
every  C ongressional d is tric t to  w ork for 
passage of an an tiabo rtion  constitu ­
tional am endm ent.

T he p lan lists a  dozen  specific ob jec ­
tives, including:

^ S e t t in g  up a te lephone netw ork  in 
each  C ongressional d is tric t so the com ­
m ittee can take fa s t action .

^ M a in ta in in g  an in form ation  file on 
the abortion  position  o f every  elected  
official and poten tia l cand ida te .

¿^W orking fo r cand ida tes w ho will 
vo te  fo r a constitu tional am endm ent 
and “ o th er pro-life is su e s .”

T rying to  avoid v iolating Federa l tax 
laws prohibiting  tax -exem pt groups from  
using a substan tia l portion  of the ir in­
com e fo r lobbying, the N C C B  specified 
th a t the C ongressional political groups 
are to  be neither agencies of nor “ oper­
a ted , con tro lled , or financed b y ”  the 
church . In fac t, the  N C C B  urged tha t 
the political g roups be “ b ipartisan , non­
sec ta rian .”

But the R eporter  rem ains uncon ­
v inced: “ B ishop T hom as G um bleton  . . . 
w as co rrec t w hen he w arned  his fellow  
b ishops th a t ‘no one will b e liev e’ the 
b ishops w hen they  insist they  do no t and 
will no t con tro l th e  lobby.

“ T he fu rth e r risk  is th a t m any C atho­
lics will not believe it e ither. The likeli­
hood arising from  th is second  point is 
tha t the p ro -au tho ritarian  C atho lics, pos­
sibly the m ajority  in th is co u n try , will 
com bine righ teousness over abortion  
w ith their political opinion to  produce 
a  personal religious-political ideo logy .”  

C ontinued the Reporter, “ If the b ish­
ops have crea ted  a C atholic party , and 
only tim e will tell, they  have unleashed  a 
fearsom e thing. The C atho lic  C hurch— 
and its b ishops— will have m oved into 
the upper reaches o f national politics 
as an identifiable political lobby/party  
o f m assive p ropo rtions. Such p ropo r­
tions, given the 48 million C atholic

population  . . . , could yet rival o r coun ­
terbalance  the largest political parties 
o r lobbies in th is co u n try .”

T hese are thought-provoking  w ords 
deserving com m ent.

F irst A m endm ent g uaran tees , of 
course , give every  A m erican— including 
a b ishop— the right to petition  govern ­
m ent, to  free  speech , to free  exerc ise  o f 
religion. T hus w e have no quarrel w ith 
the bishops as they  plan to  inform  R o­
m an C atho lics, the general pub lic , and 
public officials abou t the ir position  on 
the em otional abortion  issue.

But this “ highly political a c t ,”  as the 
Reporter  ph rased  it, goes w ell beyond  
custom ary  petitioning of governm ent. 
T elephone netw orks, in form ation  files, 
and political action  in every  C ongres­
sional d is tric t can  only be in te rp re ted  
as a challenge or th rea t to every  poli­
tician in the coun try .

E ven  if conservative  P ro testan ts  and 
Jew s and o thers join the b ishops in the 
c ru sade , in back  of ev e ry o n e’s m ind will 
be the fact tha t the lobby is part o f the 
Pastoral Plan fo r P ro-L ife A ctivities 
of the N ational C onference of C atholic 
B ishops. The plan calls the lobby “ com ­
plem entary  to  denom inational e ffo rts .”

One fac to r th a t could give the b ishops 
hesita tion  in im plem enting the lobby  is 
C ongress’ suspicions of the plan . Several 
C ongressional offices repo rted ly  are 
studying the plan to  see w hether it v io ­
lates Federal tax  law s. W rote  one o b ­
server, “ W hether legislation resu lts  or 
no t, it is p red icted  the hearings to  be 
held on p roposed  laws could be m ore 
dam aging than  the passage of the law  it­
se lf. ”  It rem ains to  be seen w hether C on­
gress— in an elec tion  year— will look 
into th is m atter.

B ut perhaps the biggest th rea t to  the 
b ishops’ p lan is tha t a m ajority  of 
A m ericans favo r abortion  in a t least five 
c ircum stances, w ith R om an C atholics 
agreeing in four areas.

In the fall of 1974 the N ational C om ­
m ittee fo r H um an L ife A m endm ent, 
Inc ., an organization  estab lished  and 
funded  by the U .S . C atholic b ishops, 
com m issioned a highly respected  polling 
firm to conduct a national sam pling of 
public opinion on abortion .

The resu lts indicated th a t the m ajo r­
ity o f A m ericans favor allow ing abortion  
“ if it is necessary  to  save the m o th e r’s 
life”  (92.6% ); “ if the p regnancy seri­

ously endangered  the w om an’s physical 
hea lth ”  (84%) or “ m ental h e a lth ”  
(74.7% ); “ if the w om an had been  ra p e d ”  
(73.6% ); and “ if the w om an had good 
reason  to  believe the child m ight be d e ­
fo rm ed ”  (55.5% ). R om an C atholic re ­
sponses in the sam e respec tive  c a te ­
gories w ere 88.2% , 77% , 69.2% , 67.7% , 
and 47.7%  fo r allow ing abortion .

T he sam e resp o n d en ts , how ever, did 
not suppo rt abo rtion  in all c ircum ­
stances. L ess than  half suppo rt ab o r­
tion “ if the w om an w as no t m arried ”  
(43%); “ if the couple could no t afford 
ano ther ch ild”  (38.1% ); “ if it has to  be 
done at governm en t ex p en se”  (35.8% ); 
“ if the couple d id n ’t w ant any  m ore chil­
d re n ”  (35.4% ); “ if the w om an w ants 
an abortion  fo r any  re a so n ”  (29.8% ); 
“ if the fa th e r is against i t ”  (24.3% ); and 
“ if she is m ore than  th ree  m onths p reg ­
n a n t”  (19.8% ).

A ssum ing the N C C B  national poll is 
co rrec t, an tiabortion  fo rces  o f all re ­
ligious persuasions might b e tte r  spend 
their reso u rces persuading  C ongress 
and S tate legislatures to  enac t a co n sti­
tu tional am endm ent lim iting abortions 
to  the ca tegories approved  by  the na­
tional consensus as show n by th e  N C C B  
poll.

But the N C C B  apparen tly  w an ts to  
outlaw  all abortions— a position  clearly  
outside the A m erican m ainstream , ac­
cording to  the N C C B ’s ow n poll. In  tha t 
light the N C C B  political th ru st seem s 
less like a  m ove to p ro tec t the public 
w elfare and m ore like an a ttem p t by the 
b ishops to  en fo rce  on R om an C atholics 
and nonbelievers alike a R om an C atho­
lic theological position  tha t even  a m a­
jo rity  o f R om an C atholics d isapprove 
of a t least in certa in  circum stances. The 
N CC B  position  thus raises serious q u es­
tions about ch u rch /s ta te  separation .

F inally , as the R eporter  ed itorial ask s , 
W here will the N C C B  plan lead?  W e 
w onder w ho will con tro l the resulting  o r­
gan iza tion? W hat are “ o th er pro-life 
ac tiv ities” ? If  an  abortion  am endm ent 
of som e kind is added to  the C onstitu ­
tion , will the  lobby d isappear?  O r are 
there o th er b a ttles?  O ther fo rm s of b irth  
con tro l?  P aroch ia id?  A nd on dow n the 
list.

Only tim e will tell w hether the bishops 
have un leashed  a fearsom e thing into 
the already  b a tte red  body of A m erican 
politics.— r . w . N.
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LIBERTY 4ND1HE LAW

P rison  W arden  in  a K osher P ickle  

By Elvin L. Benton

U nited S ta tes  v . K ahane , 396 F. Supp. 
687 (E .D .N .Y . 1975).

M ust a conv ic ted  crim inal’s F irst 
A m endm ent rights be left ou tside the 
clanking doo r o f a  federa l prison  cell? 
The question  gets uncom m only com pli­
cated  w hen the right involved is the p riv ­
ilege of free exerc ise  of religion, and  its 
tenacious claim ant is a  Jew ish  rabbi.

F edera l p risons are no t know n fo r 
their encouragem en t o f individual p re f­
e rences am ong inm ates. The Federal 
B ureau  of P risons gets understandab ly  
tense w hen one p risoner asks special 
considera tion . If  the fav o r is g ran ted , 
fifty o ther inm ates m ay form  an instan t 
line to  dem and the sam e. Y et a convict 
w ith a conscience m ay need special co n ­
sideration  to keep tha t conscience clear. 
T o how  m uch trouble  should prison  offi­
cials go in o rder to  help?

M eir K ahane, an  ordained  orthodox  
rabb i, p leaded guilty  to  charges o f a t­
tem pting to  m ake a bom b. The U nited  
S tates D istric t C ourt fo r the E aste rn  
D istric t o f N ew  Y ork  sen tenced  him  to 
five y e a rs ’ p robation , on condition  th a t 
he avoid involvem ent w ith guns or ex ­
plosives anyw here in the w orld , includ­
ing Israe l, w here he w en t w ith  his fam ily 
to  live. W hile there , he engaged in som e 
of the activ ities fo rb idden  by the court. 
U pon re tu rn  to  the U nited  S ta tes, he w as 
arrested  fo r v iolation of the term s of his 
p robation  and sen tenced  to  a year in fed ­
eral prison.

K now ing th a t standard  prison  fare  is 
not p repared  w ith Jew ish  d ietary  law  
(kashruth) in m ind, R abbi K ahane re ­
quested  and w as g ran ted  an  o rder o f the 
cou rt tha t “ he is to  be p laced in an  in­
stitu tion , and in a setting  so tha t he can 
obtain  . . . kosher foods and  [com ply 
w ith] o ther religious requ irem en ts tha t 
he m ay reasonab ly  h a v e .”  U pon  in­
quiry , K ahane d iscovered  (and the gov­
ernm ent adm itted  at trial) th a t prison 
officials p lanned to  deny him kosher 
food . R ejection  of such  requests  w as a 
long-standing p rac tice , and no excep ­
tion w ould be m ade.

W hen Rabbi K ahane com plained to  
the cou rt, the  governm ent contended  
that the cou rt w as ou t o f p lace to  con ­

sider w hether K ahane w as entitled  to 
kosher food . B esides challenging the 
c o u rt’s ju risd ic tion , prison officials 
argued th a t the c o u r t’s o rdering  the ac­
com m odation  w ould m ake it unduly  b u r­
densom e to  m eet the d ietary  requ ire ­
m ents o f the ir d iverse  prison  population .

At a cou rt hearing , several rabbis w ho 
specialize in Jew ish  d ietary  law s testified 
that the observance  o f those law s is cen ­
tral to  the religious observances of 
o rthodox  Judaism  and tha t an orthodox  
Jew  m ust be in danger o f dying before 
eating non-kosher food . O ne rabbi tes ti­
fied th a t “ up until fo rfe itu re  o f life, m an 
m ust fo rfe it every th ing  he has, com pany 
of his w ife and ch ild ren , his entire 
w ealth , to  en te r into the realm  of the 
m ost poverty -stricken  ra th e r than  tran s­
gress the kash ru th  la w s .”  O ther rabbis 
testified th a t they  knew  R abbi K ahane 
to be a m eticu lous observer o f all the 
tene ts o f B iblical and  rabbinic law , in­
cluding kash ru th . T his ev idence w as not 
con tested  by  the governm ent.

O thers testified tha t som e prisons p e r­
m itted kosher food  to  be brought to pris­
oners o r allow ed them  to  buy it fo r them ­
selves, and  th a t fro zen  kosher m eals 
w ere available w ithout substan tia l in­
crease  in prison  food costs. Such ac­
com m odations w ere not un iversal, how ­
ever, according to  testim ony  o f one 
federal w arden  w ho adm itted  refusing  
to  let several rabbis fu rn ish  the frozen  
kosher d inners fo r incarcera ted  Jew s 
w ithout co s t to  the governm ent.

D istrict Judge Jack  B. W einste in ’s 
ra ther lengthy opinion is flavored from  
beginning to  end w ith a concern  th a t gov­
ern m en t’s asserted  need fo r un iform ­
ity no t be perm itted  to  outw eigh the 
privilege of free  exercise o f religion of 
those w hose lives have com e w holly 
under federal contro l. “ A person  does 
not lose his basic hum anity  and consti­
tu tional rights because he has been con ­
victed or is serving a term  in p riso n ,”  
Judge W einstein insisted . “ In  th is re ­
spect we differ fundam entally  from  
som e governm ents w hich consider its 
[sic] c itizen s’ rights fo rfe ited  upon in­
carcera tion  and engage in abuses of 
prisoners tha t am ount to  a  form  of slav­
ery. O ur courts have m ade it clear that, 
to  the ex ten t consonan t w ith effective 
adm inistration  of correctional in stitu ­
tions, the F irs t A m endm ent rights of 
prisoners canno t be igno red .”

A n in teresting  face t o f Judge W ein­
ste in ’s decision  is his succinct an sw er to 
the governm en t’s con ten tion  th a t the 
case w as no t “ rip e”  fo r decision  be­
cause K ahane had not yet suffered  any 
harm . “ T here is no n e e d ,”  said the 
judge, “ to  w ait until the defendan t (K a­
hane) approaches death  th rough  sta rv a­
tio n .”

Judge W einstein did not hold th a t ac ­
com m odation be m ade in every  con­
ceivable c ircum stance  w here a p risoner 
bases a request on his religious belief. 
He conceded  th a t a genuine “ com pel­
ling s ta te  in te re s t”  could ex is t, w here 
even a religious req u est might pose a 
“ substan tia l th rea t to  public sa fe ty , 
peace , o r o rd e r .”  W einstein  recognized 
also tha t frivo lous religious claim s could 
p rove a problem . “ T he governm en t is 
entitled  to  m ake som e effort to  d e te r­
mine the sincerity  o f religious beliefs 
w here obligations and rights flow from  
that d e te rm in a tio n .”

The judge d id n ’t recognize in R abbi 
K ah an e’s request e ither a lurking danger 
to the federal governm ent o r an  a ttem pt 
to  hoodw ink prison officials. C iting the 
p receden t o f o ther federal co u rt cases 
ordering pork-free d iets fo r B lack M us­
lim s, W einstein  held th a t “ in this case 
the C onstitu tion  requ ires th a t the reli­
gious needs o f the defen d an t to  p rac tice  
an im portan t tenet of his fa ith  be re­
sp ec ted ,”  and tha t “ the m inor practical 
problem s presen ted  can be easily  m et if 
the governm ent tries in good fa ith  to  do 
so .”

Judge W einstein is to  be com m ended  
fo r keeping a cool head ab o u t one w ho 
has flouted the conven tions o f society . 
W einstein  said it well: “ H ow ever m is­
guided and violent his past activ ities, the 
defendan t is a religious p erson , an  ob­
servant o rthodox  Jew ish  rabb i. To d e ­
prive him of opportun ities to  observe  
basic religious p rac tices in light o f his 
particu lar beliefs can  only am oun t to  a 
cruel and unusual fo rm  of p u n ish m en t.”

Perhaps the m ost stringen t te s t of 
basic freedom s com es w hen  we are 
called upon  to  ensure them  fo r those  
w ith w hom  we m ost fiercely d isag ree, as 
well we m ay w ith a t least som e prison 
inm ates. T he m ark of a true  lover of 
freedom  is his p ro tec ting  an inheren t 
right o f his m ost v io lent an tagon ist, a t a 
tim e w hen glandular reac tion  clam ors 
fo r its denial.
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M ary D yer

W ith re sp ec t to  the  artic le  on M ary 
D yer in your Jan u a ry -F eb ru a ry , 1976, 
issue , I enclose an ex ce rp t from  the le t­
te rs o f my g rea t-g rand fa ther, John  S tan ­
ton  G ould , re lating  to  m y g reat (six 
tim es)-g randfa ther, E dw ard  W anton , 
and M ary D yre (as he spells it). A ppar­
en tly , M ary effected  a m ore im m ediate 
conversion  than  she could  have ex ­
pected , and it has lasted  fo r seven or 
eight generations.

“ E xcerp t from  L e tte rs  on the H istory  
o f the G ould Fam ily  to  M ary. W . G. 
B aldw in by John  S tan ton  G ould. 1862-5:

“ E dw ard  W anton  is the ro o t o f the 
fam ily tree  in this coun try . I know  n o th ­
ing w ith certa in ty  o f the p lace in  E ng­
land from  w hence he cam e, nor the 
ecsact tim e of his arrival here . H e first 
em erges into  h isto ric  life as a m erchant 
in B oston at th e  tim e of the hanging of 
M ary D yre [sic] and  her com panions. 
In  D eanes h is to ry  of S citua te , it is sta ted  
tha t the re  w as a trad ition  th a t he cam e 
from  L ondon , and tha t he w as in B oston 
prev ious to the y ear 1658. H e a ttended  
officially at the ecsecu tion  o f M ary D yre 
either as cap ta in  o f the guard or Sheriff 
of the coun ty ; I have heard  bo th  s ta te ­
m ents, bu t am  unable to  say w hich is the 
true  one. A t all even ts he w as greatly  
im pressed  by the w ords and  bearing of 
M ary D yre on the scaffold and , on re ­
turning to  his hom e, he took  off his 
sw ord  and to ld  his m other tha t he 
should never pu t it on  again, fo r said he, 
I am sure m other th a t w e have been 
killing the people  o f the L ord . H is 
m other w as a t th is tim e his housekeeper. 
T he agony o f his soul in  consequence  of 
the judicial m urder in w hich he had par­
ticipated  w as aw ful and  overw helm ing. 
H e k ep t his bed  fo r som e w eeks, and 
w as racked  w ith  the m ost troub led  to r­
tu res  o f conscience . I t w as no t so m uch 
the in jury  th a t he had inflicted on M ary 
D yre th a t afflicted him ; fo r he had no 
doub t tha t she s tood  b efo re  the th rone 
w ith  w hite robes and  palm s in her hands 
w ith the coun tless th rong  of the re ­
deem ed. It w as his sin against G od  th a t 
afflicted his soul. . . .

“ T he Q uakers heard  of his d is tress, 
and  in th a t beau tifu l loving spirit w hich 
then  characterized  them , they  w en t to  
visit the ir old enem y. . . .

“ B ecom ing at full length  fully con ­

vinced of the ir doctrine , he en tered  
into their com m union and soon  becam e 
one of their m ost gifted and successfu l 
p reach e rs .”
JO H N S O N  STO D D A R D  
A ttorney
Fairfield, C onnecticu t

T hank  you  fo r your “ M ary D yer: 
Q uaker, M arty r”  article in the January - 
F eb ruary  L i b e r t y . Perhaps your au ­
tho r, M arjorie Spiller N eagle, did not 
know  it, bu t in the U n ited  S ta tes there 
are th ree  of th is sta tue  o f M ary D yer. 
As sta ted  in the artic le , one is in B oston. 
A second  is in P hiladelphia, w hich 
m any will see th is year as they  v isit the 
city  o f b ro therly  love during  the B icen­
tennial. T he th ird  sta tue  is on the cam ­
pus of E arlham  College, R ichm ond, In ­
diana, near S tout M eeting H ouse. 
R O B E R T  E . H E A V IL IN , SR.
C o-pastor
F a irpo rt A venue F riends C hurch  
D ayton , Ohio

E uthan asia

I am w riting in re fe ren ce  to  your 
N ovem ber-D ecem ber artic le  “ E u th a­
nasia: M ercy o r M urder?”  by  E ric 
C am eron.

My sister died  in June, 1973, a fte r  an 
accident resulting  in dam age to her brain  
tha t w ould have left her a vegetab le . She 
lived fo r 14 days a fter the acciden t, bu t 
her body had received  m assive cu ts 
(because she had been  w rapped  in 
barbed  w ire) and  in ternal in juries. The 
only part of her body th a t had no t re ­
ceived in jury  w as her k idney , w hich 
finally also failed . A fter ex tensive su r­
gery, requiring packing her liver and 
o ther organs, and rem oving p art o f the 
already dam aged brain and skull to  allow 
room  fo r the sw elling fluid, she w as 
kept alive by  m achines of d ifferent 
types. Finally  she died. She had never 
regained consciousness, and did no t re ­
spond to  pain o r reflex action  te s ts . The 
m otor part o f her brain  w as gone.

M y sister w as 29 years old, th ree  years 
my senior. She w as a beau tifu l w om an 
w ith tw o ch ild ren , and w as carry ing  a 
third a t the tim e of the acciden t. She w as 
due to deliver in eight days, bu t the baby 
sm othered  in the blood in m y s is te r’s 
w om b and lived only th ree hours after 
the docto rs delivered  her.

The doc to rs  at the U n iversity  M edical 
C en te r in L ex ing ton , K en tucky , did 
every th ing  hum anly  possib le , bu t they  
co u ld n ’t m ake my sis te r right again. 
They c o u ld n ’t rep lace her brain , they  
co u ld n ’t successfu lly  repa ir her m assive 
scars. T hey  co u ld n ’t rep lace  the hair on 
her head , m ake her sm ile, feel em otions, 
or feed  herse lf. T hey could no t change 
anything. T hey  are  only  hum ans— not 
G od.

T he doc to rs  d id n ’t know  how  long she 
could live like th a t— one day , one 
m onth , one year, ten  y ears . T hey  did 
know  she co u ld n ’t live w ithou t m achines 
and hosp ita l confinem ent.

I loved m y sister, and  sh e ’s still alive 
in m y m ind and heart. W hen I p rayed , I 
did no t ask  G od to  keep her alive— I 
asked  H im  to  be m ercifu l. M y sister no 
longer fe lt pain or anguish , bu t my p a r­
en ts , n iece , nephew , and I did. It tore 
me apart to  see her like she w as. It tore 
me ap a rt to  th ink o f her never looking at 
me again, teasing , laughing, o r crying—  
ju s t lying there a ttach ed  to  m achines.
I co u ld n ’t stand  the though t of people 
staring  a t her scars. She had been  too 
beau tifu l.

In  m y opinion, G od did the m erciful 
thing. H e took  her, and now  we can 
rest. I knew  m y sister, and  she w ou ldn ’t 
have w an ted  to  go on living by  m achine. 
She w as too  v ibran t to  w an t tha t. B ut she 
co u ld n ’t be asked w hat she w anted .

It is m y opinion th a t in cases of this 
sort it is cruel to  go on keeping a  pa tien t 
living w hen there is no possib le w ay of 
their function ing  on the ir ow n.

I rem em ber how I fe lt w hen  she died. 
I knew  I w ould never see her again , bu t 
I knew  also th a t these  w ere only physi­
cal co n tac ts , and th a t she w ould  go on 
living in m y m ind and h ea rt, and 
th rough  her children . She w as then  at 
peace— at rest. It hu rts  now th a t she is 
not w ith us physically , bu t it w ould have 
hu rt m uch m ore in a d ifferen t w ay hav ­
ing only her body. H er children  w ould 
have suffered  m ost o f all, as they  are 
now 9 and  11 years old. A t least th is w ay 
they  can  rem em ber the ir m other as the 
beautifu l, loving person  th a t she w as. 
The pain o f her no t being w ith us is 
strong , bu t we can th an k  G od fo r not 
prolonging the suffering, as w ould have 
been the resu lt o f going on day a fte r day 
on the m achines. She w ould no t have 
lived six hours had it no t been  fo r those
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m achines.
I know  I w ould never w an t m y hus­

band, ch ild ren , p aren ts , o r s is te r’s chil­
dren  to  go th rough  tha t pain and  agony. 
I d o n ’t w an t the dying p rocess  prolonged 
fo r m yself. It is too  painful fo r those I 
love.
O VA  G A Y  P O W E L L  
K illeen, T exas

“ E uthanasia : M ercy or M urder?”  w as 
fan tastic! I am  involved in w riting a 
term  paper on th a t sub ject. C ould I refer 
to  the L i b e r t y  artic le?
J. M A R K  B EA N  
M ontgom ery, Indiana

L i b e r t y  is doing well in causing som e 
violent reac tions. E ither religion or poli­
tics can  cause debates and  in the m aga­
zine they  are  com bined and spiced w ith 
your com m ents to  cause a ta s ty  stew  fo r 
som e and an  unpalatab le  mix fo r o thers. 
I doub t if there  are m any neu trals.

E u thanasia  is the la test hassle . If  God 
gives life, w hy not a sk  H im  to take it or 
let it be taken?  W hy leave H im  out of 
th is?  W hen Israel w as a theocracy , the 
high p riest received  a d irec t Y es or N o 
from  G od by the U rim  and Thum m im . 
Som etim es an  audible voice spoke to  the 
leader o f the people.

T here w ere o ther w ays G od com ­
m unicated directly w ith  m an. Should we 
be any  less fav o red ?  I know  that the 
last-day chu rch , sym bolized L aod icea , 
lacks faith  and love, bu t are there  no t a 
few  w ho w alk so closely  w ith G od that 
they  can hear H is counsel?  A favorite  
quo tation  reads: “ T he L ord  will teach  
us ou r duty  ju s t as willingly as H e will 
teach  som ebody else. If we com e to 
H im  in fa ith . H e will speak  H is m ys­
teries to  us personally . . . . T hose who 
decide to do nothing in any  line th a t will 
d isplease G od, will know , a fte r p resen t­
ing their case befo re H im , ju s t w hat 
course to  pursue. A nd they  will receive 
not only w isdom , but streng th . Pow er 
for obed ience , fo r serv ice, will be im ­
parted  to  them , as C hrist has p ro m ised .”  
— The Desire o f  A ges, p. 668. (Italics 
supplied.)

It w ould be in harm ony w ith the Bible 
should som e faith fu l C hristians, a fte r a 
p rayer o f p repara tion , app roach  a fam ­
ily tha t needs an answ er from  G od (as 
in eu thanasia), and ask  w hether they

m ay help to  ob tain  an answ er. G od m ay 
physically  heal these term inal cases and 
certainly  there  will be spiritual (m oral) 
healing fo r all p resen t w ho have faith . 
G E O R G E  A. S U R K E Y  
C itrus H eights, C alifornia

I en joy  and apprecia te  L ib e r t y  very 
m uch. I t ’s so nice to  find theists w ho are 
so en lightened about the issue of in­
dividual liberty .

T hose w ho are against “ pulling the 
p lug”  on som eone w ho is being kept 
alive via solely involuntary  technological 
m eans need to face  the fac t tha t w ithout 
the “ p lu g ,”  the patien t w ould die. God 
d id n ’t provide m an w ith this plug. M an 
provided it th rough  his ow n ingenuity 
and re so u rces. “ If G od w anted m an to 
be kep t alive artific ia lly ,”  I can  ju s t 
hear them  saying years ago, “ H e w ould 
have provided us w ith artificial life-ex- 
tend ing  m ach in es .”  If  i t ’s im m oral to 
“ pull the p lu g ,”  w hat abou t the m orality  
of a plug in the first place?
M A R K  C O L E M A N  
H onolu lu , H aw aii

W h en P atriots P ersecute

R ecently  I started  w orking fo r a  law 
firm of w hich  several o f the m em bers 
are  subscribers to  L i b e r t y . Y esterday , 
w hile I w as sorting the m ail, the cover of 
the January -F eb ruary  issue caught my 
eye. A fte r reading the cover sto ry , I 
w as so im pressed w ith the religious sig­
nificance tha t I began reading the m ag­
azine from  cover to  cover.

The article “ W hen P atrio ts P erse­
c u te ”  by R ichard  C offen com pletely  
overw helm ed me. I w as so surprised  to  
see such an  article as this in m y b o ss ’s 
m agazine. I am  18 years o f age, and  w as 
b rought up in a stric t R om an C atholic 
fam ily. I w as alw ays religious to  a ce r­
ta in  ex ten t, bu t becam e a born-again 
C hristian  only th ree  years ago.

In the past th ree years I have spen t 
hours arguing the S crip tu re , especially  
the prophecies set fo rth  in R evelation. 
So m any people believe the Bible is only 
a book o f fa iry  ta les , and trying to  ex ­
plain a book as com plex as R evelation 
is nearly  im possible. I d o n ’t even  u nder­
stand  it m yself. I ’ve read  several books 
on  R evelation , bu t none have given me 
the understand ing  as did this article. Mr.

C offen had a  w ay of putting  R evelation  
into w ords th a t even  a nonbeliever 
could see som e tru th  to.
K A R E N  L. H A W K  
Pittsburgh , Pennsylvania

R eligion  in  the P ublic S chool

I never quite understood  how  a re ­
ligious group could be so doctrina ire  in 
support o f “ sep a ra tio n .”  L ike m ost of 
my ow n Jew ish  corelig ionists I a ttribu te  
it to  an  anti-C atholic reflex. I no te  w ith 
sa tisfaction , how ever, th a t you are  com ­
ing around to  realize w hat I poin ted  out 
m ore than  15 years ago in the “ M yth  of 
N eu tra lism ” — that there  is no middle 
ground betw een  paganism  and  m ono­
theism . A ny significant hum an ac t im ­
plicitly com m its its doer to e ither one 
religion o r the o ther. H ence schools 
w ithout a m onotheistic  o rien ta tion  in­
exorably  becom e agents o f secu larist 
indoctrination .
R E U B E N  E. G RO SS 
A ttorney
S taten  Island , N ew  Y ork

M any people th ink  tha t there  is an  
existing legal appara tu s w hereby  they  
have a  C onstitu tional right to  say  prayers 
and to  read  the Bible in school. W hich 
assum ption , o f cou rse , is based  in ig­
norance of the law.

L ikew ise, ou r public se rv an ts , e lec ted  
or appo in ted , claim  the right and legal 
au thority  to  change the C onstitu tion  or 
any am endm ent there to . I do no t advo ­
cate rebellion or revo lu tion . I do not 
need to ; the politicians in W ashington 
and m any S tate  capitals are  doing a 
m agnificent job  of it, and  w ith  such 
haste.

A fte r all, w ith the ir claim s of a legal 
right to  change any  am endm ent o f the 
C onstitu tion , they  m ust com e face  to 
face w ith their oa th  o f office, and  at the 
judgm ent, face  to  face  w ith  A lm ighty 
God.
JO H N  W. C R O W E 
Pine C ity , M innesota

Re A. B ern ste in ’s le tter ( L i b e r t y , 
N ovem ber-D ecem ber 1975).

B ernstein  elicits a “ Y es and  N o ”  re ­
ply. A greed, keep state  and religion sep­
ara ted , thus preventing  a w elter o f re ­
ligious o rgan izations from  inducting
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children  into the ir particu lar c reeds , w ith 
the inevitable resu lt o f the strongest 
getting  the upper hand. B ut teach ing  of 
religion as an ob jec tive  sub jec t is quite 
ano ther m atter. It d o e sn ’t m ean p ropa­
ganda at all, any  m ore th an  m ath , 
gram m ar, o r even  the theory  of evo lu­
tion. W hile I, like B ernste in , w ou ldn ’t 
w ant my ch ild ren  converted  to the 
u tterly  absu rd  fan ta sie s  o f som e far-ou t 
sect o r cu lt, I certa in ly  w an t them  to 
know  som ething abou t the religious 
beliefs o f the teem ing  m illions o f C hina, 
India, e t ce te ra . To deny A m erican chil­
dren  this m ost basic in form ation  is to do 
them  serious harm . In  fa c t, th is sub jec t 
is m ore fundam ental than  m any of the 
o ther su b jec ts  being taught to  no real 
creative purpose. W e had b e tte r learn 
the real fac ts  abou t com m unism , w hich 
has becom e the dogm atic religion o f far 
too  m any, o r we too  m ay go the sam e 
w ay fo r lack  o f know ledge. T o any cri­
terion  of com m on sense , it is p e tty , nar­
row , and in to leran t to  disallow  such 
teaching of religion— in fac t, it ju s t b e ­
com es ano ther religion of obscuran tism .

“ E volution  o r C rea tio n ?”  (Septem - 
ber-O ctober, 1975) isn ’t “ e ith e r /o r”  but 
“ b o th /a n d .”  O bviously , the C reato r 
uses the evo lu tionary  p rocess to crea te  
an oak  o r a new  sun , in such  a w ay as to 
be “ fia t.”  E volution  is a p rocess  o f de­
velopm ent and as such  needs guidance, 
d irection , and purpose dow n to a g n a t's  
eyebrow . N o w atch  m akes itself w ithout 
m akers w ho, o f co u rse , use evo lu tionary  
p rocesses. In  a w ord , evo lu tion  itself 
leads to  the question  o f G od, even 
though H e is den ied . It is im possible to  
deny G od unless it is in the nam e of an ­
o th er god.
P A U L  B R IN K M A N  
C annon B each , O regon

E volu tion  or C reation?

I w as recen tly  given a copy  of the 
S ep tem ber-O ctober, 1975, issue of 
L i b e r t y . I read  w ith in te rest the articles 
dealing w ith the E vo lu tion /C reation  
con troversy .

I w as particu larly  in terested  in the 
article by H aro ld  Coffin, “ E volu tion  or 
C rea tio n ?”  It is a very  p recise  and  con ­
cise review  of the ev idence and  w hat it 
m eans. I feel a rtic les such  as this are 
very  usefu l to  C hris tian  s tuden ts  in the 
high school w here I teach , in o rder to

give them  a m ore balanced  view .
I should  like to  receive  you r perm is­

sion to  rep rin t the article in o rder to 
m ake it available to  s tu d en ts , and to  d is­
tribu te  it to  in terested  chu rches fo r use 
in their Bible classes.
JO H N  H O F S T E E  
L istow el, O ntario  
C anada

thick  gloves and  b o o ts , and keep d o c­
to rs and snake-b ite  kits handy . Such 
m easu res, I ’m su re , w ould d e fea t the 
pu rpose o f th e  snake handlers as surely  
as C h ris t’s pu rpose w ould have been 
defea ted  had H e jum ped  from  the p in­
nacle o f a tall building.
M. B E N N E T T  
Sutherlin , O regon

O rgan ized  R elig ion

I believe in G od w ith all my h eart, but 
organized  religion, th a t’s som ething else.

S even  m ajo r P ro te s tan t denom ina­
tions have com bined a sse ts  estim ated  at 
$160 billion, and  com bined d isbu rse­
m ents estim ated  a t $22 billion a  year, 
second  only to  the a sse ts  and  d isb u rse ­
m ents o f the U nited  S ta tes  G overnm ent.

R om an C atholic  asse ts  and real esta te  
holdings in the U nited S ta tes exceed  the 
com bined a sse ts  and holdings of S tand ­
ard  O il, A m erican  T elephone and  T ele­
g raph , and U .S . S teel.

T he w ealth  o f A m erican  churches is 
aw esom e.
J. T . O SB O R N E  
A von Park , F lorida

A letter by Eva Newton, which appeared 
in the November-December, 1975, Lib­
erty “ Letters” section, indicated that 
the photo accompanying it was taken of 
Ms. Newton and her python many years 
ago. It has been called to our attention 
that the photo is a recent one and that the 
snake is a boa.—Eds.

Snake H andling

I find your m agazine m ost pleasing, 
having seldom  seen any publication  try ­
ing to  p rom ote any  of ou r co u n try ’s 
freedom s w ith any  in tegrity . F reedom  
deserves undying support.

I should like fu r th e r to  com m ent on 
R ichard B aum an’s artic le  on “ Snake 
H andling”  (M ay-June, 1975), w hich 
refers to  Evel K n ievel’s fam ous Snake 
R iver C anyon jum p. The article seem ed 
to me to  im ply th a t this jum p w as per­
form ed at great risk  to  the lives and 
safe ty  of Evel and the on lookers.

Perhaps M r. B aum an exercised  m ore 
license than  literary  in im plying th a t our 
governm en t sanctions deliberately  d an ­
gerous practices fo r the publicity  seek­
ers. If a  com parison  of E v e l’s jum p is to 
be valid , the snake handlers m ust use
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A B O R T IO N — N ot a C atholic  Issue

Ann T oland Serb  is C atho lic , “ to tally  
opposed  to  federal o r sta te  aid to  re­
ligious sch o o ls ,”  and ju s t as to tally  op ­
posed to  the Suprem e C ourt decision  
legalizing abortions.

“ I ’m a ra th er odd bird in these  tim e s ,”  
she con fesses . “ I suppo rt the Equal 
Rights A m endm ent, since I believe it to 
be sim ple ju s tice . S ince I am  a full-tim e 
hom em aker, w ife, and m other o f eight, 
it certa in ly  is not going to  affect my life, 
nor w ould I w ant it to . But ju s tice  is 
ju s tice , even  though I am  not in need of 
this particu lar kind.

“ I also  suppo rt a hum an life am end­
m ent, because  I feel the sam e principle 
is involved. H um an justice  fo r all, re ­
gardless o f age, sex , o r hum an condi­
tion. W e m ust seek legal acknow ledg­
m ent o f the rights o f all p e rsons, w hether 
they  be w om en, unborn  ch ild ren , e ld ­
erly , o r abnorm al ind iv iduals.”

W hile believing tha t no religious 
group should be allow ed to  legislate its 
m orality , M rs. Serb  argues th a t there 
are tim es w hen citizens m ust speak  ou t 
in regard  to  hum an jus tice . “ H e re ,”  she 
says, “ it is appropria te  th a t we are 
som etim es led by our clergy, fo r hum an 
justice  is a legal issue— on w hich we 
m ust take  a m oral s ta n d .”

B oth M rs. S erb  and H arrison  W. John , 
a w riter-ed ito r fo r the N ational C learing­
house fo r A lcohol In form ation  in G ai­
th e r s b u rg ,  M a ry la n d , w ho  liv e s  in 
W heaton , M ary land , w ith his w ife and 
four-m onth-o ld  son , en tered  their a rti­
cles fo r a M r. F reedom  A w ard. And 
both  w on honorable m ention in an  im ­
pressive field o f en tries. R eaders can 
com pare the ir en tries and  philosophies 
beginning on page 1.

LIBERTY
Do our eyes deceive us or is Justice  
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I
If the Constitution 

be picked away by piecemeal, 
it is gone — and gone as 

effectively as if some military 
despot had grasped it 

at once, trampled it beneath 
his feet, and scattered its 

loose leaves in the 
wild winds.”

Daniel W ebster

r* I



“U nless th a t liberty , w hich is o f such a k ind  
as arms can neither procure nor take away, 
w hich alone is the fru it o f p iety , o f  justice, 
o f tem perance, and unadulterated  virtue, shall
have taken deep root in your m inds and 
hearts, there will not long be w an ting  one 
w ho w ill snatch from  you by treachery w hat 
you have acquired by arm s.’’—Jo h n  M ilton ,
The Second Defense o f the People o f England.


