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If it’s a religion, TM doesn’t 
belong in the public schools, 
nor should your tax money be
used to pay its way there. By R ichard  utt

ranscendental Meditation, like 
“ Sm okey  the B ea r ,”  is every ­
where.

It has entered  the c lassrooms 
of hundreds of schools and colleges. It 
has found its way into the United States 
Congress. It is getting a big boost in the 
United States A rmy and now it knocks 
on the doors  o f  the United Nations.

S tate governors and legislatures, 
mayors and city councils , have pro­
claimed its benefits in official docum ents  
and recom m end its practice to citizens.

T ranscendenta l Meditation— TM for 
short— is getting cozy with you too. In 
fact ,  right now it has its hand in your 
pocket. Y our g ov ernm en t’s Departm ent 
of Health , Education , and  Welfare has 
given $ 2 1.000-plus to the International 
Meditation Society to train high school 
teachers  to teach TM in public schools. 
The N ew  Jersey  State Departm ent of 
Education spent $40,612 for  salaries and 
expenses to teach TM in five high 
schools. But N ew  Jersey  got the money 
in W ashington— of course. H EW  gave 
it to them under Title III of Public Law 
89-10. N ationw ide, based on H EW  
figures, TM is beneficiary of more than 
$300,000 in tax money. So w hether  or 
not you live in New Jersey ,  w hether  or 
not you 're  into TM , w hether  you even 
know w hat TM is, yo u ’re involved, if 
you pay taxes.

W hat is TM , anyw ay?
On D ecem ber 20, 1868, a boy was 

born in north  India. At the age of 9 he 
left home and  headed for the Himalayas 
in search  of God and light. H e  later 
became know n as Swami Brahmananda 
Saraswati Maharaj,  though he is best re ­
mem bered by his shorter name. Guru 
Dev. Renouncing worldly pleasures,  he 
spent m uch of his life in caves and 
forests  fellowshiping with lions and 
leopards, according to his biographer. 
H e gradually gained sta ture  as one of 
the greatest o f  yoga teachers.

A younger swami, Maharishi Mahesh 
Yogi (the name means G reat Seer, Prac- 
ticer of Yoga), becam e Guru D e v ’s 
chief disciple, and  when the older man 
died, his mantle fell upon Maharishi.

Maharishi c risscrossed India lecturing,

teaching, and eulogizing his departed  
mentor. Then in D ecem ber, 1958, he 
attended a “ Congress of Spiritual Lumi­
naries”  in M adras,  where he reported  on 
the progress of his work. H e also an­
nounced that the late G uru Dev had 
commissioned him to form the “ Spiritual 
Regeneration M ovem ent”  to effect the 
renewal of all mankind. This was on De­
cember 31.

Early in 1959 the Hindu teacher left 
India for San Francisco. On July 7 of 
that year his fledgling organization se ­
cured a certificate of incorporation from 
California. The stated purpose was “ to 
prom ote the Spiritual Regeneration 
M ovem ent,  as founded by Maharishi 
Mahesh Yogi, and to offer to all per­
sons, through this movem ent,  a means 
and method of developing latent facul­
ties,  vital energies, spiritual growth, 
peace and happiness through a system of 
deep m edita tion .”

At first Maharishi made only a Small 
dent on the materialistic West. Nine 
years after he had set foot in the U .S .A .,  
he and several followers had grown dis­
couraged. They had made only a few 
converts ;  few Americans wanted en ­
lightenment. The world was not being 
regenerated. They feared that Ameri­
cans were simply too secular-minded 
and too ignorant of Eastern thought to 
grasp the TM idea. What to do next?

They decided to rewrite parts  of their 
charter  and adopt a secular package for 
the product. Instead of the word God 
they would say “ Creative Intell igence,”  
a term borrowed from the R ig-V eda, a 
H indu holy book. They Would avoid the 
word religion, using science  instead, and 
would thereafter  deny that TM  had any­
thing to do with religion. Then they 
would hurry things up by seeking gov­
e rnm ent support,  moral and financial, 
to propagate  transcendental meditation.

They spelled out this strategy with 
comm endable clarity. Maharishi wrote 
in his book Transcendental M editation: 
“ It seems for the present that this 
transcendental deep meditation should 
be made available to the people through 
the agencies of governm ent.  It is not the 
time when any effort to perpetrate  a

new and useful ideology without the 
help of governm ents  can su ccee d .”

In 1968 they secured am endm ents  to 
their California charte r  of incorporation, 
and fu r ther  am endm ents  in 1971, 1972, 
1973, and 1974. They changed their 
name several times. It was Spiritual 
Regeneration M ovem ent Foundation , 
then S tu d en ts ’ International Meditation 
Society, later American Meditation So­
ciety, American Foundation  for the 
Science o f  Creative Intell igence, and 
American Foundation for Creative In­
telligence. At last it ended up with a most 
undescriptive nam e— World Plan E xecu­
tive Council .

Their aims? T o  show people the way 
to greater creativity , intelligence, and 
productivity; better  job perform ance  
and interpersonal relationships; changes 
in heart rate, blood p ressure , perceptual 
ability; decreased anxiety, insomnia, 
and bronchial asthm a; reduced crime 
and less dependence  on drugs and al­
cohol; world peace and bro therhood; 
and quite a few o ther good things.

N ow the program leaped forward . 
Meditation is good for everybody ,  so 
why not meditate? You d o n ’t have to 
change your religion, they said, or eat 
brown rice, concentra te  on a candle 
flame, wear sandals, do yoga exercises, 
or stare at your navel. Jus t meditate, 
tha t 's  all, and you'll become a better 
person.

As the idea caught on, initiation fees 
rolled in— $125 for an adult ,  $65 for a 
college s tudent,  $200 for  families, two 
w eeks '  allowance for young children. 
Within the next seven years three quar­
ters of a million Americans paid their 
fees and learned to meditate.

In 1974 Maharishi bought out mori­
bund P a rso n ’s College, a Protestant 
school in Fairfield, Iowa, and turned it 
into Maharishi International University. 
He paid $2,500,000 for the 185-acre 
property.  With 600 s tudents  now en­
rolled, M IU  offers doctora tes  in the 
Vedas (Hindu scriptures), and in the 
“ Psychophysiology of Evolving C on­
sc iousness .”

By this time Maharishi was not only 
making waves, he was also making good
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news copy . TV took notice, and the 
guru appeared  twice on Merv Griffin’s 
show. The second time, Clint E astw ood 
and Mary Tyler Moore appeared  with 
him and dem ons tra ted  meditation.

As TM ballooned into a national fad, 
proliferating offers of governm ent sup­
port probably  surprised even Maharishi. 
Washington provided seventeen  re­
search grants,  including, through the 
National Institute fo r  Alcohol Abuse, 
$72,000 for training in TM  for  thirty 
alcoholics. The Federal G overnm ent 
provided $29,000 for TM  training in 
N arraganse t t ,  Rhode Island; and, as 
already mentioned, more than $40,000 
for TM  training in N ew  Jersey  high 
schools.

TM  was introduced at E as tches ter ,  
New York, high schools, and Miami, 
Florida, public schools. In San L orenzo , 
a suburb o f  Oakland, California, TM 
was taught to four teen  seventh-graders 
in 1975, and also presen ted  in San 
L orenzo  High School.

The governor  of V erm ont and the 
mayors o f  H ouston, Miami, Cincinnati, 
and Oakland have officially lauded the 
practice of TM. The city council of Los 
Angeles and the state legislatures of 
Illinois and C onnecticut have done like­
wise.

In Washington, D .C .,  TM has ad ­
vanced swimmingly. Some 150 politi­
cians and staff m em bers— perhaps 
many more than that— are practicing 
meditation daily, tw enty  minutes at a 
stretch. Mark Lerner,  a TM  spokesman, 
told a S ta r  repor te r  tha t 300 new people 
enroll in TM courses each  week in 
Washington.

Senator Mike Gravel, D em ocra t from 
Alaska, and fo rem ost TM  advocate  in 
Congress , in troduced a resolution into 
the Senate in February ,  1975, to  increase 
public aw areness  of TM. O ther  Senators 
w ho have prom oted  meditation from 
the Senate floor are Robert Morgan, of 
N orth  Carolina, Adlai S tevenson  III, of 
Illinois, Richard Schweiker,  of Penn­
sylvania, and  John T unney ,  of Cali­
fornia.

(When a  southern  California maga­
zine reported  that Tunney  was a secret

adheren t of TM, T u n n e y ’s aide, Hadley 
Roff, denied it. H erb  Caen, San F ran ­
c isco ’s tongue-in-cheek gossip colum­
nist, replied, “ In o ther  words, John 
d o e sn ’t have a m a n tra ? ” “ N o , ”  said 
Roff, “ he drives a P on tiac .” )

Zodiac N ews Service supplied a story 
to the Berkeley B arb  (December 26, 
1975) to the effect that rock star Mike 
Love of the Beach Boys was giving TM 
lessons to Senators Tunney  and Ted 
K ennedy in their senate  offices. Sena­
tor Birch Bayh, of Indiana, according to 
the report,  dropped " b a y h ”  occasionally 
for lessons.

A governm ent liaison officer by the 
name of George Heilman defended 
Federal involvement in TM , saying, 
“ The reason TM is becoming so popular 
on the Hill is that it has a direct effect 
on an individual’s ability to perform. 
Meditators are able to get more things 
done, and this is im portan t .”

Senator S tevenson explained, “ The 
technique of transcendental medita­
tion is in use in a num ber of federal and 
federally-assisted programs, including 
prisons, mental institutions, and drug 
rehabili tation centers.  . . .  I believe 
these studies should be taken seriously 
and would hope that the question of 
w hether to  continue to expand the use 
of TM in federally-assisted rehabili ta­
tion programs will be made on the basis 
of the ev idence .”

The man pushing TM the hardest in 
the United States A rmy is General 
Franklin M. Davis, who has been com ­
mandant o f  the Army W ar College at 
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. Davis 
says that as a result of TM, “ my blood 
pressure went down ten points, my wife 
said my disposition improved, and 
minor strains and stresses around W ash­
ington d o n ’t bother me a n y m o re .”  
Davis has been quite successful in 
persuading the Army to provide TM cen­
ters at its posts. He first became in­
terested in TM when he headed the 
Pentagon 's  antidrug-abuse program.

Soldiers, the official U. S. Army 
magazine, ran an article on TM, recom ­
mending it highly. It predicted that TM 
would, if widely adopted , transform

Army life. “ Picture a trainee in basic 
called down by his drill sergeant for 
something h e ’s done wrong. Instead of 
feeling hostility and anxiety , suppose 
that trainee simply thanked the sergeant 
for his timely advice and  h e lp ."

Most recently, Maharishi’s fo llowers 
have applied for  a United Nations reso ­
lution recom mending TM. Canadian 
meditators are leading the move for  this 
recognition, claiming that it will afford 
“ an opportunity  to  make a great con­
tribution toward uplift ing the quality of 
life for the whole of m an k in d .”

The TM people have produced num er­
ous studies to show beneficial results in 
the individual and society. They have 
graphs to show that the practice of TM 
decreases oxygen consum ption and 
metabolic rate, slows breath rate, re ­
duces the w ork load on the heart ,  d e ­
creases concentration  o f  lactates in the 
blood, produces beneficial changes in 
brain-wave patterns and o ther  body 
functions. These physical changes im­
prove IQ and school grades, productiv­
ity and job perform ance , better  the per­
sonality, decrease  anxiety , aid mental 
health, lessen dependence on alcohol, 
tobacco, and drugs, improve athletic 
performance and the quality  of sleep.

T M . it is fu r ther  claimed, contributes 
to everything from reduced crime rates 
to better  ecology. In o ther  words, it is a 
panacea for  the w orld 's  problems, per­
sonal and collective. Its backers hope to 
achieve a goal of at least one meditator 
to every  100 persons in the population. 
When that num ber is reached, they say, 
there will be a “ phase transition in so ­
ciety from a disorderly to  a harm onious 
state . . . even if a small fraction o f  the 
w orld’s population— on the order of 
1 per cent— is practicing m edita t ion .”

What about these claims, with their 
accom panying graphs, figures, statistics, 
and projections?

Unquestionably they have some merit.  
Psychosomatic  medicine is well es tab ­
lished. G reater peace of soul, achieved 
by w hatever means, can lessen the d an ­
ger of heart a ttacks, prom ote health, and 
prolong life. To quit running around 
frantically and relax more will modify
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an yo ne 's  blood p ressure , heartbeat,  and 
o ther body functions. This would hold 
true w hether the m editator concentrates 
on a Hindu m antra , or w hether  a Chris­
tian w ithdraws from his busy routine 
and prays in his church  or  his closet.  For 
centuries Roman Catholic monks of 
contem plative orders  have prayed, 
fasted , and meditated in their m onas­
teries, and could have reported  results  in 
terms of blood pressure  and brain waves 
had it occurred  to them , and if they had 
had the equipm ent.  But these phenomena 
alone hardly give the Federal govern­
ment adequate  excuse to involve itself in 
either TM , the Trappis ts ,  or the man 
praying in his closet.

So what else is unique about T M ’s 
claims? Nearly every  religion claims to 
show the way to inner peace , and prom ­
ulgates love tow ard o n e ’s neighbors 
and harm ony among nations. These are 
laudable goals, but hardly TM m onop­
olies.

W hen it com es to  health ,  m any thou­
sands of persons in certa in  Christian 
fellowships (Seventh-day Adventis ts ,  for 
example) have less heart disease, cancer, 
and o ther maladies, and they live sev­
eral years longer on the average than the 
population as a whole. This is because 
they emphasize health and tem perance , 
making it a part of their Christian duty. 
Their superior health is well a ttested by 
studies made in coopera t ion  with the 
American C ancer Society. Yet no one 
expects the governm ent to use its tax 
monies to  promulgate Adventism as a 
way of life.

TM further claims that its devotees 
rely less on alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drugs. Various Christian groups, such as 
practicing Adventis ts  and M orm ons, 
abstain from these chemical c rutches, 
and will gladly help anyone else along 
the road to  f reedom  that they have found. 
Yet W ashington is not funding propa­
ganda for these denominations.

How reliable is T M ’s mass of scientific 
reports?  Some w ho have investigated 
are not impressed with the quality  of the 
evidence. One researcher  responsible for 
some of the experim ents  mentioned in 
TM literature is Dr. Peter F inwick, Brit­

ish neurophysiologist. In an article in the 
London Tim es, May 17, 1974, he wrote:

“ All of these studies need to be looked 
upon with reservations. Few include 
adequate  control groups, and none that I 
am aw are of have yet used a blind co n ­
trol procedure, where neither the subject 
nor the observer is aw are of the t rea t­
ment given or the aims of the experiment. 
Until this sort of study is carried ou t in 
meditating groups, it is almost impossible 
to draw any conclusions. Psychological 
results are capable o f  being influenced 
by many nonspecific factors.  And those 
of us in psychiatry  are aware of the large 
numbers of trea tm ents  that have been 
hailed as the panacea  in their time, but 
which have later been shown to have 
their effects entirely in a nonspecific 
w ay .”

H ow ever,  o ther questions aside, what 
most concerns us is this: Is TM a religion 
or is it something else?

Maharishi and his disciples say TM is 
not a religion. They print letters from a 
Protestant minister, a Catholic priest,  
and a Jewish rabbi, all of whom agree 
that TM  is in no way religious. The rabbi, 
Raphael Levine, of Seattle, says , “ It has 
nothing to do with religion.”  TM people 
say that c lergymen of different faiths 
recom mend TM to their congregations.

Janet Aaron, a leading TM teacher ,  has 
declared, “ TM isn ' t  a religion. I t ’s a 
mechanical techn ique .” — Maplewood- 
Orange, N . J . ,  N ew s-Record, N ov. 26, 
1975.

To the objection, “ I ’ve heard it was 
just some W esternized form of H indu­
ism ,"  TM spokesm en answ er, “ I t ’s 
absurd to assume that just because the 
TM technique com es from India it must 
be some Hindu practice. ’ ’ And they make 
their point with a tortured comparison:

“ Italy is considered a Catholic coun­
try. Galileo, an Italian, discovered that 
the earth moves around the sun. The fact 
that the earth moves around the sun is no 
more connected with the Catholic Church 
than the TM technique is connected  with 
the Hindu religion.”

Another amazing non sequ itu rfollows: 
The question is asked , “ I s n ’t Mahari­
shi a m o nk ?”  And the answer: “ Yes,

he is. M any great scientists and th inkers 
are men of profound  religious conv ic ­
tions. Gregor M endel, who discovered 
the laws of genetics,  was himself an 
Augustinian priest.  Einstein  often  spoke 
of his ‘cosm ic religious s e n se .’ A scien­
tis t’s personal religious beliefs have 
no bearing on the  validity of his con­
tributions to sc ience .”

Som ew hat tr iumphantly they produce 
the ultimate p roof  of T M ’s secularity: 
"A the is ts  enjoy (TM because] it involves 
no dogma, belief,  o r  philosophy. The 
technique is purely scientific .”

H owever,  for more reasons than 
there are strings on a si tar,  not everyone 
is convinced. Article Eleven of T M ’s 
California certificate of incorporation 
stipulated, “ This corporation  is a  re­
ligious one . . .  to  provide a means of 
such instruction to w orthy  persons 
desirous of leading a more spiritual 
life . . . ”  (Italics supplied.)

M aharishi’s writings, up until a few 
years ago, were heavy with concepts  of 
deity and religion:

“ Such is the teaching of eternal T ru th , 
given by Lord Krishna to  Arjuna in the 
Bhagavad-G ita  (Hindu scriptures) . . . ”  

“ The fundam ental truths of the B haga­
vad-G ita  . . . ”

“ The B hagavad-G ita  is the Light of 
Life, lit by God at the altar o f  man to 
save humanity  from the darkness  of 
ignorance and suffering.”

“ Through Vedic hymns, it is possible 
for those expert  in chanting those hymns 
to produce certain  effects here, there ,  or 
th e re .”

“ We do something here according to 
Vedic ri tes, particularly specific chanting 
to produce an effect in some o ther  world, 
draw the attention of those higher beings 
or gods living there. The entire knowl­
edge of the m antras  or hym ns of the 
Vedas is devoted  to m a n ’s connection , 

to m a n ’s comm unication  with the higher 
beings in different strata of c rea t ion .”  

Speaking specifically of TM , Maharishi 
refers to “ God realization”  and says, 
“Transcendental M editation is a path  to 
G o d ." — M edita tions, p. 60. (I talics sup­
plied.)

Maharishi used to write so as to make

LIBERTY SEPTEM BER /O CTO BER , 1976 5



things perfectly  clear. He explained that, 
through his religious organization, aided 
by his Hindu holy books, using Vedic 
hymns, chan ts ,  and rites, he wished to 
lead people to God. This sounded to most 
people a lot more like religion than 
science.

The TM initiation cerem ony is also re­
vealing. The candidate  is conducted  by a 
teacher  to an altar bearing Guru D e v ’s 
picture, where the teacher chan ts  hym ns 
of praise, worship, and sacrifice in a se rv ­
ice called the puja. The  initiator chants  
in Sanskrit,  twenty-six times using the 
phrase “ I bow d o w n ,”  while paying 
respects  to the Hindu deities Brahma, 
Vishnu, Siva, Krishna, Shankara, and 
Guru Dev. He invokes “ the L o rd ”  four 
times. He pays tr ibute to  the various 
Hindu scriptures, naming Shru ti, Sm riti, 
Puranas, and B rahm a Sutras. Then he 
offers his offerings: cloth, sandal paste, 
rice, flour, incense, light, w ater,  fruit, 
betel leaf, coconut.

T here  is also a special initiation service 
for children, in which the child receives 
his holy word from the Sanskrit,  his 
m antra, to use henceforth  in meditation. 
The initiator tells the child, “ N ow  we will 
make offerings to  G uru Dev. . . . This is 
the Holy Tradition . . . ”

If a convert  becom es a teacher of T M , 
he signs an employm ent contrac t stating, 
" I t  is my good for tune , Guru Dev, that I 
have been accepted to serve the Holy 
Tradition and spread the Light of God to 
all those who need it. It is my job  to un ­
dertake the responsibility of representing 
the Holy Tradit ion in all its purity . . . ”

TM prom oters  use another argum ent,  
which they attribute to Maharishi him­
self, to show that their system is non­
religious. Since TM  does not demand that 
anyone be a Hindu, or even religious, to 
study, “ therefore  TM is neither H indu­
ism nor is it a religion.”  Christian C en­
tury  replies, “ By such logic, it would 
follow that a Billy G raham revival is 
neither Christian nor religious because 
anybody can a t t e n d .”

A writer for Spiritual Counterfeits  
Project (a group opposing the spread of 
various oriental cults), in Berkeley, says 
that “ one need only com pare  the philoso­

phy expressed most clearly in Science o f  
Being and  A rt o f  L iving  (but implicit in 
all TM publications) with that of classical 
Hinduism, to discover that we are dealing 
with a whole body of religious, doctrinal 
presupposit ions, of which meditation 
is but the practical application, and to 
which meditation inevitably leads .”

Father Richard Mangini, editor of the 
C atholic Voice, diocesan paper of O ak­
land, declares that TM is a form o f  Hindu­
ism and it is “ absolutely crucial”  for 
Catholics to realize that its tenets “ con­
flict with basic Christian teaching and 
Christian religious ex p er ien ce .”

Rabindranath Roby Maharajh , a 28- 
year-old Indian convert  to Christianity, 
testifies that “ TM is 100 per cent Hindu, 
in both its roots and substance. It 's  re­
ligion to the core,  but the Maharishi 
wants it to  be attractive to W esterners ,  
and he thinks you d o n ’t want religion 
h e re .”

“ The science o f  Creative Intelligence, 
as it is called, is clearly a revival of an­
cient Indian Brahmanism and Hinduism. 
Its origins lie in the ancient texts—  Vedas, 
U panishads, Bhagavad-G ita . the teach­
ings of Buddha, and the synthesis of 
these traditions by S ha n k a ra .” —  Psy­
chology Today, April, 1974, page 38.

W h o ’s telling the truth, and w ho ’s 
faking it? The courts  soon will have to 
decide. In the San L orenzo, California, 
case, L utheran  clergyman William 
G runow  brought suit against the school 
district over an alleged breach in church- 
state separation. H owever,  school offi­
cials filed a declaration with the judge, 
promising never again to promote TM 
in the schools, so the judge dismissed the 
case.

A more recent threat to T M ’s o pera­
tion is the request of c lergyman Charles 
Sloca, of Fairfield, Iowa (seat of Ma- 
h a r i s h i ’s U n iv e r s i t y ) ,  th a t  th e  S ta t e  
attorney take action against the TM or­
ganization for  consum er fraud. That is, 
allegedly, TM is conning people out of 
their money by mislabeling its product.

Currently  a lawsuit is heating up in the 
United States District Court for New 
Jersey, as various individuals and o r ­
ganizations have joined to seek removal

of transcendental meditation from New 
J e r sey ’s public education  system. One 
of the plaintiff groups is Berkeley 's  
Spiritual Counterfeits  Project,  led by 
Brooks Alexander. A nother  of the 
plaintiffs is Americans United for  the 
Separation of Church and State, whose 
spokesman, Albert J. M enendez , says, 
“ TM is merely a subtly disguised form 
of Hinduism. The continuation of such 
programs in our schools clearly violates 
the const i tu tion .”

The N ew  Jersey  case prom ises to be a 
high-level show down. New Jersey  stands 
behind its decision to teach TM in public 
schools. Maharishi 's  people have hired 
one of New York C ity 's  leading law 
firms to defend them. U. S. Health, 
Education, and Welfare is standing to 
one side: “ We merely furnished the 
money: N ew  Jersey can do as it wants 
with i t .”  The trial may be com pleted  by 
the end of August.  Because of the high 
stakes, the case undoubtedly  will be 
appealed by the loser, and may very well 
reach the Suprem e Court.

The plaintiffs will cite Everson  v. 
Board o f  E ducation, 330 U.S. 1 (1947) 
to the effect that “ no tax in any  am ount ,  
large o r  small, can be levied to support 
any religious activit ies or insti tutions, 
w hatever they may be called, o r  w hat­
ever form they may adopt to teach or 
practice religion. Neither a state nor the 
Federal governm ent can , openly or 
secretly, participate in the affairs o f  any 
religious organization or groups and vice 
ve rsa .”

A London vendor was crying “ Hot 
mutton pies!”  in the street,  when a cu s­
tom er decided to sample the pastry. “ I 
say, th e re ,”  he chided, “ this pie is not 
hot, nor is it m u t ton!"

“ Ah, w e ll ,"  replied the vendor, 
“ th a t ’s just the name of i t ."

Is TM a secular science or is that just 
the name of it? One o f  these days a judge 
will hand down the verdict. □

R ichard U tt is a free-lance writer in 
W rightw ood, California.
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L
ast tim e I v is ited  J u v en ile  H all in R iv ers id e , 
C a lifo rn ia , I w a s  su rprised  to  find th e  recep tio n  
room  d eco ra ted  w ith  s ig n s o f  th e  z o d ia c . G iven  
th e  sq u e a m ish n e s s  o f  m ost p ub lic  o ffic ia ls about 

m ix in g  g o v ern m en t and re lig io n , I a ssu m ed  the ad­
m in istra tors o f  th e  hall d id  not co n sid er  a stro lo g y  to  
be a re lig ion .

In th e  lo b b y  o f  th e  library on  a ca m p u s o f  the U n i­
v er s ity  o f  C a liforn ia  I fo u n d  a ttra ctiv e  d isp la y s  f e a ­
turing th e  a lleg ed  m erits o f  T ran scen d en ta l M ed ita tion . 
P a ssers-b y  w ere  in v ited  to  a lectu re  in th e  S oc ia l 
S c ie n c e s  b u ild ing . O th er re lig iou s grou p s on  cam p u s  
m eet in their  o w n  fa c ilit ie s . A p p aren tly  the c o lle g e  
ad m in istra tors d o  n ot co n s id er  TM  to  b e a re lig ion .

L et u s d efin e  re lig ion  a s an y  sy s te m  by w h ich  hum an  
b ein g s o rg a n ize  their re la tion sh ip  w ith  w h a tev er  p o w ­
ers th ey  b e lie v e  to  be in co n tro l o f  th e  u n iv erse— a 
d efin ition  co m p a tib le , I b e lie v e , w ith  th e  S u prem e  
C o u rt’s “ u p lo o k ”  in the S e e g e r  c a s e . B y  th is d efin i­
tio n  b oth  a stro lo g y  and  T M  are re lig ion s .

In d eed , TM  is in d istin gu ish ab le  from  m ainstream  
H in d u -y o g a  d isc ip lin e . T o  sa y  that it is not a re lig iou s  
o rg a n iza tio n  is lik e  sa y in g  that th e  T rain ing U n io n  o f  
the S ou th ern  B a p tis ts  is not re lig io u s b ec a u se  it has a 
nam e u n lik e  a ch u rch  and in c lu d es  p eo p le  o f  d ifferen t 
trad ition s in its m em b ersh ip .

A stro lo g ers  c la im  that th e  h ea v en ly  b o d ies  con tro l 
the w o r ld 's  d e st in y . T h ey  c la im  th ey  are p rivy  to  
k n o w led g e  that perm its c lie n ts  to  " g et on  th e  right 
s id e ”  o f  th e se  p o w ers  and  th u s im p rove their ch a n ces  
fo r  s u c c e s s  in life .

I ’m n o t ab ou t to  su g g e s t that a s tr o lo g y  and  T M  b e  
d iscr im in a ted  a g a in st. U n d er  our c o n s t itu t io n , d e v ­
o te e s  o f  th e se  sy s te m s  h a v e  a s m u ch  right to  w o rsh ip  
a cco rd in g  to  their  c o n v ic t io n s  a s d o  C h r istia n s , J e w s , 
M o sle m s, and  a th e is ts .

B ut is it not fa ir p lay  to  in s ist that th ey  b e g iv en  no  
a d v a n ta g es  d en ied  o th er  re lig io n s or  re lig io u s b e lie fs?  
S h ou ld  a p u b lic  bu ild in g  be u sed  to  a d v er tise  th e  re li­
g io u s  sy m b o ls  o f  a s tro lo g y ?  N o  m o re , 1 h o ld , than it 
sh o u ld  a d v er tise  th e  re lig io u s  sy m b o ls  o f  C h ristian ity , 
Ju d a ism , or Is lam . S h ou ld  TM  b e g iv en  p referred  
sta tu s on  ca m p u s— and e v e n  su b s id ized  by  you r  tax  
d o llars?  N o  m o re , I w o u ld  h o ld , than are o th er  reli­
g io n s . S u re ly  e v e r y  C a th o lic  parent w h o  has b een  
d en ied  tax  m o n ey  to  e d u c a te  h is ch ild  in a paroch ia l 
sc h o o l has c a u se  to  w o n d er  h o w  TM  ca n  c o n s t itu ­
tion a lly  put its hand in h is p o ck e t.

A m  I n it-p ick in g?  I d o n ’t th ink  so . S ep ara tion  o f  
relig ion  and  th e  sta te  is  o n e  o f  th e  gran d est a c c o m ­
p lish m en ts o f  m an. If it w ere  not fo r  sep ara tion  it is 
d ou b tfu l w h eth er  an y  u n o rth o d o x  re lig ion  co u ld  
flou rish  in A m er ica — T M  and a stro lo g y  am o n g  th em . 
A nd sep ara tion  m ea n s at lea st that “ n o  ta x  in an y  
a m o u n t, large or sm a ll, can  be lev ied  to  su p p ort a n y  
re lig io u s a c tiv it ie s  or in s t itu t io n s .”  T h a t’s c o n s t itu ­
tional d o c tr in e . I t’s  a lso  g o o d  se n s e . It w o u ld  appear  
to  b e g o o d  se n se  a ls o  to  e le c t  p u b lic  o ffic ia ls  w h o  can  
te ll a  re lig ion  w h en  th e y  se e  o n e . □

S y d n e y  A lle n  is a  fr e e - la n c e  w rite r  in  L o m a  L in d a ,  
C a lifo rn ia .
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Jimmy Carter 
on Church and State

R
e l ig io n  is  b a c k  in  p o l i t ic s .  I t  w a lk e d  in w i th  
J a m e s  E a r l  C a r t e r ,  J r . ,  51 , f o r m e r  g o v e r n o r  o f  
G e o r g i a ,  D e m o c r a t i c  a s p i r a n t  f o r  th e  p r e s i ­
d e n c y ,  a n d ,  if th e  p o lls  a r e  to  b e  b e l i e v e d ,  

l ike ly  n e x t  o c c u p a n t  o f  th e  W h i t e  H o u s e .  In  th e  Al 
S m i th  a n d  J o h n  K e n n e d y  c a m p a ig n s  th e  re l ig io u s  is ­
su e  c e n t e r e d  in th e  c a n d i d a t e ’s C a th o l i c i s m :  C o u ld  
th e  c a n d id a t e  p l a c e  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a b o v e  th e  t e a c h ­
ings  o f  h is  c h u r c h ?  In th e  p r e s e n t  c a m p a ig n  it c e n t e r s  
in M r .  C a r t e r ’s u n a b a s h e d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  th e  t e a c h ­
ing s  o f  h is  c h u r c h — S o u t h e r n  B a p t i s t .  I s  h e  s i n c e r e ?  
T o o  s i n c e r e ?  T o o  s i n c e re  f o r  R e a lp o l i t ik ?  Is  a n y b o d y  
in  p o l i t ic s  s i n c e r e ly  r e l ig io u s ?

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  v ita l  q u e s t i o n s :  S h o u ld  M r .  C a r t e r  
b e c o m e  P r e s i d e n t ,  h o w  w o u ld  h is  v ie w s  o n  th e  p la c e  
o f  m o d e r n  I s ra e l  in  B ib le  p r o p h e c y  in f lu e n c e  h is  
f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  th e  A r a b  n a t i o n s ?  W o u ld  h is  
m o ra l  c o n v ic t i o n s  le ad  to  m e a n in g fu l  r e f o r m  in p o l i ­
t i c s ?  O r  w o u ld  t h e y  lead  h im  to  f a v o r  l e g i s l a te d  m o r a l ­
i ty  (a s  g o v e r n o r  o f  G e o r g ia  h e  s u p p o r t e d  a  s t r e n g th ­
e n e d  S u n d a y  l a w )?  W h a t  o f  h is  v ie w s  o n  a b o r t i o n ?  A 
r e l ig io u s  a m e n d m e n t ?

L i b e r t y  a s k e d  R a lp h  B lo d g e t t ,  a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r  o f  
T h e se  T im e s ,  to  d e t e r m i n e  th e  c a n d i d a t e ’s v ie w s  o n  
th e s e  a n d  o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  B lo d g e t t  c a u g h t  u p  w i th  
th e  C a r t e r  e x p r e s s  a s  it s t e a m r o l l e r e d  o p p o n e n t s  in 
th e  O h io  p r i m a r y .  T h e  fo l lo w in g  e x c lu s iv e  in te rv ie w  
t o o k  p la c e  in th e  b a c k  s e a t  o f  th e  C a r t e r  l im o u s in e  
w h i le  th e  c a n d i d a t e  w a s  t r a v e l in g  b e t w e e n  S t e u b e n ­
v il le ,  O h io ,  a n d  W h e e l in g ,  W e s t  V irg in ia .

L i b e r t y : Y o u  h a v e  s t a t e d  th a t  th e  d e c i s iv e  f a c t o r  in 
th i s  y e a r ’s e l e c t io n  is n o t  e c o n o m i c s ,  n o t  j o b s ,  n o t  
d é t e n t e ,  n o r  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  th e  f e e l in g  th a t  th i s  c o u n t r y  
h a s  lo s t  i t s  m o ra l  a n d  sp i r i tu a l  u n d e r p i n n in g s ,  its 
s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e  a n d  d i r e c t i o n .  W o u ld  y o u  a m p l i fy  
t h e s e  v ie w s ?
C a r t e r : I b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le  h a v e  a 
d e e p  h u n g e r  to  s e e  th e  p r e c i o u s  th in g s  r e s t o r e d .  T h e y  
w a n t  th r e e  th in g s :  a  g o v e r n m e n t  a b le  to  d e l i v e r  th e  
s e r v ic e s  th e y  n e e d ,  a  g o v e r n m e n t  s e n s i t i v e  to  th e i r  
d e s i r e s ,  a n d  a  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  is h o n e s t .

T h e  m o d e r n  so c ie ta l  s t r u c t u r e  is m u c h  le s s  d i r e c t iv e  
t h a n  w h e n  I w a s  a  ch i ld .  W h e n  I w a s  a  c h i ld ,  th e  f a m ­
ily u n i t  w a s  a lw a y s  th e r e .  I f  I g o t  in t r o u b le  o r  h a d  a 
d ifficult q u e s t io n ,  m y  m o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r  w e r e  a lw a y s  
th e r e .  N o w a d a y s  t h a t ’s n o t  th e  c a s e .

T o d a y ’s w o r ld  is o n e  o f  f a s t - p a c e d  c h a n g e .  T h e  
f u t u r e  h a s  a r r iv e d  b e f o r e  y e s t e r d a y  is g o n e .  C h a n g e s  
c o m e  s o  f a s t  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  k e e p  u p  w i th  t h e m .  N o t  
o n ly  o u r  g o a ls  b u t  th e  v e r y  m e t h o d  b y  w h ic h  w e  d e ­
t e r m i n e  t h e m  s e e m s  o b s o l e t e .  E v e r y  p e r s o n  n e e d s

s o m e th i n g  th a t  d o e s n ’t c h a n g e .  O b v io u s l y ,  a  d e e p  
re l ig io u s  f a i th  s e r v e s  th a t  n e e d .  B u t  in a d d i t io n ,  in th e  
s e c u l a r  w o r ld  th e r e  o u g h t  to  b e  a  g o v e r n m e n t  w h o s e  
e th i c s ,  m o r a l s ,  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e x c e l l e n c e ,  a n d  s t a n d a r d s  
o f  g r e a t n e s s  a r e  a  s o u r c e  o f  in s p i r a t io n  a n d  r e a s s u r ­
a n c e .  In  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  V ie tn a m ,  C a m b o d i a ,  C h i le ,  
W a te r g a t e ,  a n d  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  C I A  e x c e s s e s ,  a  lo t  o f  
p e o p le  fe e l  t h a t  th e  s t a b i l i ty  t h a t  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  in 
th e i r  l iv es— a  d e e p  s e n s e  th a t  m y  g o v e r n m e n t  is g r e a t ,  
m y  g o v e r n m e n t  is  p u r e ,  m y  g o v e r n m e n t  is d e c e n t ,  a n d  
m y  g o v e r n m e n t  is h o n e s t — t h a t  a s s u r a n c e  h a s  b e e n  
los t .
L i b e r t y : D o  y o u  v ie w  y o u r  re l ig io n  a s  a n  a s s e t  in 
t h e  c a m p a ig n  f o r  th e  P r e s id e n c y ?
C a r t e r : In  s o m e  a r e a s .  E l s e w h e r e  m y  w id e ly  p u b ­
l ish e d  re l ig io u s  c o n v ic t io n s  a r e  n o t  a  p o l i t ica l  h e lp .  I 
d o  n o t  ho ld  t h e m  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  e f fe c t  o n  th e  e l e c ­
to r a te .  I h o ld  th e m  d e sp ite  t h e i r  e f f e c t .  I h o ld  th e m  
b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  th e m .  T h e y ’re  p a r t  o f  th e  C a r t e r  
p a c k a g e .  T h e y  c o m e  w ith  m e .

L i b e r t y : C h r i s t  o n c e  sa id ,  “ R e n d e r  t h e r e f o r e  u n to  
C a e s a r  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  a r e  C a e s a r ’s ;  a n d  u n to  G o d  
th e  th in g s  th a t  a r e  G o d ’s ’’ ( M a t th e w  22:21) .  H o w  
w o u ld  y o u ,  a s  P r e s id e n t ,  r e l a te  th i s  c o u n s e l  to  y o u r  
p e r s o n a l  re l ig io u s  c o n v ic t i o n s  a n d  to  g o v e r n m e n t ?  
C a r t e r : A te n e t  o f  th e  B a p t i s t  f a i th  is c o m p l e t e  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a te .  I h o ld  th is  v ie w .  A n d  I 
h a v e  n o t  f o u n d  it to  im p o s e  a  s t r a in  e i t h e r  o n  m y  p e r ­
so n a l  re l ig iou s  c o n v ic t i o n s  o r  o n  m y  p e r f o r m a n c e  in 
p u b l ic  office. I ’m  n o t  a  n e w c o m e r  to  p o l i t ic s .  I w a s  o n  
a  s c h o o l  b o a r d  d u r in g  th e  t o u g h  in t e g ra t io n  y e a r s .  I ’ve  
b e e n  a  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  tw o  t e r m s ,  a  g o v e r n o r  f o r  f o u r  
y e a r s .  A n d  I ’v e  n e v e r  f o u n d  a n y  in c o m p a t ib i l i t y  b e ­
tw e e n  th o s e  tw o  p a r t s  o f  m y  life .  C e r t a i n ly  I ’v e  n e v e r  
u se d  po li t ica l  office to  f o r c e  m y  re l ig io u s  c o n v ic t i o n s  
o n  s o m e o n e  e lse .

B a p t i s t s  b e l i e v e  th a t  re l ig io n  s h o u ld  b e  a  p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e t w e e n  a  p e r s o n  a n d  G o d .  W e  d o n ’t  a s ­
c r ib e  to  o u r  c h u r c h  a n y  a u th o r i t y  o v e r  o u r  l iv e s .  E a c h  
in d iv id u a l  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  is a u t o n o m o u s .  W e  d o n ’t 
b e l i e v e  th a t  th e  S o u th e r n  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i o n  sh o u ld  
h a v e  a n y  so r t  o f  a u th o r i t y  o v e r  a n y  in d iv id u a l  B a p t i s t  
c h u r c h .  S o  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  no  p r o b l e m  in m y  P r e s i ­
d e n c y  in k e e p in g  s e p a r a t e  re l ig io n  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t .  I 
w o u ld  be  a  s t r o n g  d e f e n d e r  o f  th e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  
a n d  in t e rp re t  it v e ry  s t r ic t ly .

L i b e r t y : W h a t  d o  y o u  s e e  a s  th e  b a s ic  r e s p o n s ib i l ­
ity  o f  a  s t a te  u n d e r  G o d ?

C a r t e r : F r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  o u r  n a t io n  re l ig io u s  
f a i th  h a s  b e e n  p a r t  o f  o u r  po li t ica l  f r a m e w o r k — th e
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“ The finest humanitarian act ever performed by the community 
of nations was the establishment of the state of Israel.”

C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  o u r  
l a w s ,  o u r  co in s :  “ In G o d  w e  t r u s t , ”  “ o n e  n a t io n  u n d e r  
G o d ,  in d i v i s ib l e . ”  In  m o m e n t s  o f  s t r i f e ,  m o m e n t s  o f  
u n c e r t a in t y ,  m o m e n t s  o f  c r i s i s ,  w e  h a v e  lo o k e d  to  a  
h ig h e r  a u th o r i t y  t h a n  m a n  f o r  th e  p r o p e r  r e l a t i o n s h ip s  
b e t w e e n  p e o p le  in  o u r  n a t io n  a n d  a l s o  b e tw e e n  o u r  
n a t io n  a n d  o t h e r  n a t i o n s .  A n d  w e  h a v e  f o u n d  e th ic a l  
p r in c ip l e s  c o m m o n  to  m a n y  re l ig io n s :  c o m p a s s i o n ,  
b r o t h e r h o o d ,  lo v e ,  t r u th ,  h o n e s t y ,  a n d  d e c e n c y .  I b e ­
l iev e  it is a  s t a t e ’s r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  a n d  p r iv i l e g e  to  re f lec t  
t h e s e  v i r tu e s  in  its p o l i t i c s ,  b o th  d o m e s t i c  a n d  fo r e ig n .  

L i b e r t y : W o u ld  y o u  a s  P r e s id e n t  f a v o r  u s in g  F e d e r a l  
o r  S t a t e  t a x  m o n e y  f o r  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s  o r  o t h e r  r e ­
l ig ious  i n s t i tu t io n s ?

C a r t e r : T h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  a lo n g  w i th  o t h e r  c i t i z e n s ,  is 
c o m m i t t e d  to  s u p p o r t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i tu t io n .  
A n d  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  is s t i l l ,  in s o m e  r e s p e c t s ,  d e ­
fin ing  p e rm is s ib l e  f o r m s  o f  a id .  It h a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
a p p r o v e d  t e x t b o o k  a id  a n d  l im i ted  b e n e f i t s  to  s t u d e n t s  
o n  th e  c o l le g e  lev e l .  T h e  s c h o o l  l u n c h  p r o g r a m ,  s u b ­
s id iz e d  b y  g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  n o u r i s h in g  
m e a l  f o r  c h i ld r e n  in  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d  p a r o c h ia l  s c h o o l s .  
A n d  I b e l i e v e  C a e s a r — th e  s t a t e — h a s  a  le g i t im a te  in ­
t e r e s t  in th e  h e a l th  a n d  w e l l -b e in g  o f  all c i t iz e n s .

T h e  g e n e ra l  p r e m is e  o f  th e  c o u r t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  o n e  
w i th  w h ic h  I a g r e e ,  is th a t  F e d e r a l  m o n e y  s h o u ld  n o t  
g o  in to  a n y  so r t  o f  r e l ig io u s  i n s t i tu t io n  f o r  in s t r u c t io n  
in r e l ig io u s  m a t t e r s .  T h is  p r e m is e  is w ell u n d e r s t o o d  
a n d  g e n e ra l ly  a c c e p t e d  b y  m o s t  A m e r i c a n s .

L i b e r t y : W o u ld  y o u  f a v o r  a  r e l ig io u s  a m e n d m e n t  
to  th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ?

C a r t e r : O v e r  th e  p a s t  f e w  s e s s io n s  o f  th e  C o n g r e s s  
th e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  re l ig io u s  a m e n d ­
m e n t s  p r o p o s e d ,  m o s t  in s p i re d  b y  v a r i o u s  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g s  o f  w h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
h a s  s a id  a b o u t  p r a y e r  a n d  B ib le  r e a d in g  in p u b l ic  
s c h o o l s .  C e r ta in ly  n o  g e n e r a l i z e d  a n s w e r  c o u ld  c o v e r  
all th e  f a c e t s  o f  all t h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d .

I w o u ld ,  h o w e v e r ,  v e n t u r e  tw o  o b s e r v a t io n s .
F i r s t ,  I b e l i e v e  in th e  r igh t  o f  e v e r y  A m e r i c a n  to  

p r a y  a n d  r e a d  th e  B ib le— o r  n o t  to  p r a y  a n d  r e a d  th e  
B ib le ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  B u t  I d o n ’t th in k  th a t  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  o u g h t  to  b e  p la c e d  in  th e  ro le  o f  w r i t in g  a  
p r a y e r  a n d  fo r c in g  a n y  s e g m e n t  o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s  to  r e ­
c i te  it— a s  w a s  d o n e  in o n e  o f  th e  c a s e s  t h a t  w e n t  b e ­
f o r e  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  [ the R e g e n t s ’ P r a y e r  C a s e ] .

S e c o n d ,  I h a v e  d e e p  r e s p e c t  n o t  o n ly  f o r  th e  B ib le  
a n d  p r a y e r  b u t  a l s o  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  
s t a te  a s  s e t  f o r th  in th e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t — “ C o n g r e s s  
shall m a k e  n o  la w  r e s p e c t i n g  a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e ­
l ig ion ,  o r  p ro h ib i t in g  th e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  t h e r e o f . "  N o w ,  
th a t  a m e n d m e n t  n o t  o n ly  ru le s  a g a in s t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  re l ig io n ,  o r  all r e l ig io n s ,  b u t  it p r o t e c t s  
th e  r igh t  o f  e v e r y  c i t iz e n  to  e x e r c i s e  h is  f a i th .  W e  
m u s t  p r a y  t h a t  o u r  c o u r t s  will w a lk  th e  fine l ine  o f  b a l ­

a n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  t w o  r ig h ts .  A s  P r e s id e n t ,  I w o u ld  
e n c o u r a g e  th a t  d i s c r e t i o n ,  e v e r  r e m e m b e r i n g ,  a s  a  
F o u n d in g  F a th e r  o n c e  w ro te :  “ T h e  r ig h ts  o f  c o n ­
s c i e n c e  a r e ,  in  th e i r  n a tu r e ,  o f  p e c u l i a r  d e l i c a c y ,  a n d  
will l i t t le  b e a r  th e  g e n t l e s t  t o u c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n ta l  
h a n d . ”

L i b e r t y : W o u ld  y o u  a s  P r e s id e n t  s e e k  to  im p r o v e  
th e  lo t  o f  J e w s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  in th e  S o v ie t  U n i o n ?  
C a r t e r : Y e s ,  b u t  n o t  t h r o u g h  C o n g r e s s io n a l  e n ­

a c tm e n t s .  I t ’s  n o t  th e  b e s t  a p p r o a c h  f o r  th e  C o n g r e s s  
to  p a s s  l a w s  r e g a r d in g  th e  in te rn a l  p o l i c y  o f  a n o t h e r  
c o u n t r y .  S u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  p u t s  th e  o t h e r  c o u n t r y  o n  
th e  d e f e n s iv e  a n d  m a k e s  it m o r e  difficult to  n e g o t i a te  
th r o u g h  n o rm a l  d ip lo m a t ic  c h a n n e l s .  It w o u ld  b e  a 
p o l ic y  o f  m y  a d m i n i s t r a t io n  in d e a l in g  w i th  th e  S o v ie t  
U n io n ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  to  e n c o u r a g e  a  p o l i c y  o f  f r e e  
e m ig ra t io n  f o r  J e w is h  c i t iz e n s  w h o  w ish  to  g o  to  Is rae l  
o r  o th e r  c o u n t r i e s .

L i b e r t y : H o w  w o u ld  y o u r  v ie w  t h a t  th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
m e n t  o f  Is rae l  is th e  fu l f i l lm en t  o f  B ib le  p r o p h e c y  
a f f e c t  y o u r  d e a l in g s  w i th  th e  M id e a s t  p r o b l e m ?  
C a r t e r : A s f a r  a s  I s ra e l  is c o n c e r n e d ,  I th i n k  th e  
f ines t  h u m a n i ta r i a n  a c t  e v e r  p e r f o r m e d  b y  th e  c o m ­
m u n i ty  o f  n a t i o n s  w a s  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  s t a te  
o f  I s ra e l .  I r e c o g n iz e  th a t  th e  o n ly  m a j o r  d e p e n d a b l e  
a lly  Is rae l  h a s  is o u r  n a t io n .  I th in k  a  b a s ic  c o r n e r ­
s t o n e  o f  o u r  fo r e ig n  p o l i c y  s h o u ld  b e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  
th e  n a t io n  o f  I s ra e l ,  i ts  r igh t  to  e x i s t ,  a n d  i t s  r ig h t  to  
e x i s t  in a  s t a t e  o f  p e a c e .  A n d ,  y e s ,  I th in k  it w a s  a  
fu l f i l lm en t  o f  B ib le  p r o p h e c y  to  h a v e  Is rae l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  a  n a t io n .

N o w ,  t h a t  d o e s n ’t m e a n  th a t  I w o u ld  m i s t r e a t  th e  
A ra b s .  I w o u ld  c o n t i n u e  to  e n c o u r a g e  t r a d e ,  f r i e n d ­
sh ip ,  a n d  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  b e tw e e n  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  
th e  A r a b  c o u n t r i e s .  B u t  I w o u ld  let th i s  c o m m i t m e n t  
to  th e  r igh t  o f  Is rae l  to  e x is t ,  a n d  to  e x i s t  in p e a c e ,  be  
w ell k n o w n  a n d  n o t  h a v e  it b e  a n  i n d e t e r m in a t e  a n d  
s h a k y  th in g .  It w o u ld  b e  an  u n e q u iv o c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  
o f  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  w ell u n d e r s t o o d  b y  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
w o r ld .

L i b e r t y : S o m e  f o r ty  e v a n g e l ic a l  g r o u p s — a m o n g  
th e m  S e v e n th - d a y  A d v e n t i s t s  a n d  M e n n o n i t e s — h a v e  
re l ig io us  s c r u p le s  a g a in s t  jo in in g  la b o r  u n io n s .  W o u ld  
y o u  s u p p o r t  a  c o n s c i e n c e  c la u s e  th a t  w o u ld  e x t e n d  a n  
e x e m p t io n  to  all e m p l o y e e s  h a v in g  s u c h  s c r u p le s ?  
C a r t e r : I d id  n o t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h a t  p r o b l e m .  I ’v e  
n e v e r  h e a rd  a b o u t  it b e f o r e .  H o w e v e r ,  if  it is in d e e d  a 
p a r t  o f  th e i r  re l ig io u s  c o n v ic t io n s ,  I th in k  t h e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t  o u g h t  to  h a n d le  th e  p r o b l e m  a s  it d id  f o r  c o n ­
s c i e n t io u s  o b j e c t o r s .  A t  th e  m o m e n t  I a m  n o t  f a m i l ia r  
w i th  th e  a r g u m e n t s  o n  b o th  s id e s  a n d  w i th  th e  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s .

L i b e r t y : T h e  e d i t o r  o f  C h r is tia n ity  T o d a y  h a s  
c a l l e d  f o r  c lo s u r e  o f  “ all b u s i n e s s , ”  in c lu d in g  g a s  s t a ­
t i o n s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  s h o p p in g  c e n t e r s ,  a n d  f a c t o r i e s ,  o n
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“I would favor a nationwide program for sex education, for 
family planning, for access to contraceptives by those who 

believe in their use, and for better adoptive procedures.”

S u n d a y  a s  a n  e c o n o m i c ,  so c ia l ,  a n d  e n e rg y - s a v in g  
m e a s u r e .  H e  fe e l s  t h a t  “ th e  o n ly  w a y  to  a c c o m p l i s h  
[this] is b y  . . . l e g i s l a t iv e  fiat t h r o u g h  th e  d u ly  e le c te d  
offic ia ls  o f  th e  p e o p l e . ”  H o w  w o u ld  y o u  r e a c t  to  s u c h  
le g is la t io n ?

C a r t e r : I w o u l d  n o t  f a v o r  i t .

L i b e r t y : D u r in g  a  S u n d a y - l a w  c o n t r o v e r s y  in V i r ­
g in ia  th e  R e l ig io u s  L i b e r t y  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  V ir ­
g in ia  B a p t i s t  G e n e r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s s u e d  a  “ B a p t i s t  
M a n i f e s to  o n  R e l ig io u s  L i b e r t y "  th a t  c o n ta i n e d  th e  
fo l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t :

“ W e  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  th e  o p in io n  th a t  S u n d a y  law s  
r e p r e s e n t  a n  e f fo r t  to  u se  th e  po l ic e  p o w e r  o f  th e  s t a te  
to  e n f o r c e  a  re l ig io u s  h o l id a y  a n d  p ro v id e  b y  law  o n e  
d a y  in e a c h  w e e k  f o r  th e  w o r s h ip  o f  A lm ig h ty  G o d .

“ C h r i s t i a n s  s h o u ld  n e e d  n o  s u p p o r t  f r o m  th e  s t a te  
in o b s e r v in g  w i th  r e v e r e n c e ,  t h a n k s g iv in g ,  a n d  p u b l ic  
g a th e r in g s  f o r  w o r s h i p  a n d  B ib le  s t u d y  th e  firs t d a y  o f  
th e  w e e k .  It h a s  b e e n  t r u ly  s a id :  ‘T h e  r igh t  s o r t  o f  
S u n d a y  c a n  o n ly  c o m e  f r o m  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  an  
in n e r  s p i r i t . ’ ”

Is th i s  a  p o s i t io n  y o u  w o u ld  s u p p o r t ?
C a r t e r : I ’v e  h a d  to  a n s w e r  t h a t  q u e s t io n  a s  g o v e r ­
n o r  o f  G e o rg ia .  In  g e n e r a l ,  I ’v e  n o t  b e e n  in  f a v o r  o f  
so - c a l le d  b lu e  la w s .  I h a v e  f a v o r e d  p ro h ib i t io n  a g a in s t  
th e  sa le  o f  a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  o n  S u n d a y ,  a n d  I d o n ’t 
k n o w  if t h e r e  is a n y  lo g ic a l  w a y  t o  r a t io n a l i z e  t h a t .  I 
p e r s o n a l ly  s e e  n o  o b j e c t i o n  to  r e f e r e n d a  a m o n g  th e  
p e o p le  to  d e c id e  w h e n  to  c lo s e  s u c h  s a le s  a n d  w h e n  
n o t  to .  W h a t  I h a v e  f a v o r e d  is th is :  E m p l o y e e s  sh o u ld  
h a v e  a t  le a s t  o n e  d a y  a  w e e k  w h e n  th e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  to  
w o rk .  I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  o b j e c t i o n  to  t h a t  m a n i f e s to ,
I d o n ’t b e l i e v e .  S u r e l y  n o t  to  th e  s e c t io n  y o u ’ve  
q u o te d .

L i b e r t y : Y o u  sa id  r e c e n t ly  th a t  if e l e c te d  P r e s id e n t ,  
y o u  w o u ld  jo in  th e  n e a r e s t  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  a n d  go  
th e r e  e v e r y  S u n d a y .  D o e s  th is  m e a n  y o u  in t e n d  to  
d i s c o n t i n u e  all S u n d a y  s e r v ic e s  a t  th e  W h i te  H o u s e ?

C a r t e r : I w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  sp e c ia l  s e r v ic e s  in th e  
W h i te  H o u s e  f o r  d i f f e re n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  A s  a 
B a p t i s t ,  I w o u ld  l ike  to  h a v e  m y  w o r s h i p  b e  ro u t in e  
a n d  u n p u b l i c iz e d .  I w o u ld  l ike to  p a r t i c ip a te  in a 
r e g u l a r  c h u r c h  c o n g r e g a t io n .  W h e n  I b e c a m e  g o v e r ­
n o r  o f  G e o r g ia ,  I j o i n e d  th e  n e a r e s t  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  to  
th e  g o v e r n o r ’s m a n s io n  th e  f i rs t  S u n d a y  I w a s  in 
A t la n t a .  I t a u g h t  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  a n d  b e c a m e  a  d e a c o n .  
I w a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n ,  a n d  a f t e r  tw o  o r  
th r e e  w e e k s  m y  p r e s e n c e  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  a  p u b l ic  e v e n t .  
T h a t  is w h a t  I w o u ld  p r e f e r  a s  P r e s id e n t .

N o w ,  I w o u l d n ' t  w a n t  to  m a k e  a p ro m is e  th a t  I 
w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  a  r e l ig io u s  s e r v ic e  a t  th e  W h i te  
H o u s e .  If th e r e  s h o u ld  d e v e lo p  a p r o b le m  in g o in g  to  
th e  p u b l ic  s e r v i c e s  in a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  a n d  if th e r e  
w e re  m e m b e r s  o f  m y  s ta f f  o r  f a m i l ie s  w h o  w a n te d  to  
h a v e  w o r s h ip  in  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  w i th  m e ,  I w o u ld  d o

th a t  o n  o c c a s i o n ,  j u s t  a s  I w o u ld  in m y  o w n  h o m e  in 
P la in s ,  G e o rg ia .  T h e r e  m ig h t  b e  o t h e r  t i m e s  w h e n  a 
p r a y e r  b r e a k f a s t ,  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p r a y e r  e v e n t  th a t  I 
w o u ld  fee l  a  n e e d  f o r ,  s e e m e d  p r o p e r ,  a n d  I w o u ld  r e ­
s e r v e  th e  r igh t  to  h a v e  it. B u t  a s  a  ro u t in e  m a t t e r ,  m y  
w o r s h i p  w o u ld  b e  in th e  n e a r e s t  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  
L i b e r t y : Y o u  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  p e r s o n a l ly  
a n d  m o r a l ly  a g a in s t  a b o r t i o n .  W o u ld  y o u ,  a s  P r e s i ­
d e n t ,  a t t e m p t  to  m o d i f y  th e  a b o r t i o n  b y  d e m a n d  th a t  is 
av a i l a b le  in  A m e r i c a  t o d a y ?
C a r t e r : P e r s o n a l ly ,  I h a t e  to  h a v e  a n y  a b o r t i o n s  a t  
all. B u t  u n d e r  th e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  ru l in g ,  w h ic h  n o  
P r e s id e n t  c a n  c h a n g e ,  I w o u ld  d o  e v e r y t h in g  I c o u ld  
to  m in im iz e  th e  n e e d  f o r  a b o r t i o n ,  a s  I d id  in  G e o rg ia .
I w o u ld  f a v o r  a n a t i o n w id e  p r o g r a m — e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  
law  a n d  a d e q u a t e ly  f in a n c e d — f o r  s e x  e d u c a t i o n ,  f o r  
f a m i ly  p la n n in g ,  f o r  a c c e s s  to  c o n t r a c e p t i v e s  b y  t h o s e  
w h o  b e l i e v e  in th e i r  u s e ,  a n d  f o r  b e t t e r  a d o p t i v e  
p r o c e d u r e s .
L i b e r t y : H o w  d o  y o u  fe e l  a b o u t  t a x a t io n  o f  c h u r c h  
p r o p e r t i e s — th e  c h u r c h  b u i ld in g  a n d  s u b s id i a r y  th in g s  
s u c h  a s  p u b l i s h in g  h o u s e s ,  c h u r c h  in s t i tu t io n s ,  e t
c e t e r a ?
C a r t e r : I w o u ld  f a v o r  th e  t a x a t io n  o f  c h u r c h  p r o p ­
e r t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  th e  c h u r c h  b u i ld in g  i t se l f .
L i b e r t y : Y o u  h a v e  s a id ,  “ I w o u l d n ’t  b e  a  t im id  
P r e s i d e n t . ”  H o w  w o u ld  y o u  t a c k l e  th e  p r o b l e m  o f  
m o r a l i ty ,  o r  im m o r a l i ty ,  in  W a s h i n g to n  p o l i t i c s ?  
C a r t e r : T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  th in g s  t h a t  c o u ld  b e  d o n e .
I w o u ld  a lw a y s  r e m e m b e r  th e  a d m o n i t i o n s  o f  C h r i s t  
o n  h u m i l i ty  a n d  a b s e n c e  o f  p r id e ,  o n  n o t  ju d g in g  
o t h e r  p e o p le .

A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  I w o u ld  l ik e  to  s e e  m o r e  o p e n ­
n e s s  in g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  s e c r e c y ,  a n  a c ­
c o u n ta b i l i ty  o f  p u b l ic  offic ia ls  f o r  th e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  
a n d  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o w a r d  th e  in t e r e s t s  o f  c i t i z e n s  l a c k ­
ing in p o w e r ,  so c ia l  p r o m i n e n c e ,  o r  p o l i t ic a l  a u th o r i t y .
I w o u ld  l ike  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  p la c e d  o n  th e  g o v e r n ­
m e n t ’s ro le  in e n h a n c i n g  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  th e  l iv e s  o f  d e ­
p r iv e d  c i t iz e n s .  1 w o u ld  a l s o  t r y  to  m a k e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  
o f  off ic ia ls  o n  th e  b a s i s  o f  m e r i t  a n d  n o t  a s  a  po l i t ica l  
p a y o f f .  1 w o u ld  t r y  to  tell th e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p le  th e  
t r u th .
L i b e r t y : In  s u m m a r y  h o w  d o  y o u  f e e l  y o u r  s p i r i t ­
ua l  life w o u ld  im p r o v e  y o u r  P r e s i d e n c y ?
C a r t e r : I a m  a w a r e ,  f irs t o f  a ll ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  h a s  s e t  
t h e  s t a n d a r d  I a m  to  a t t a in  a s  H i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  I t r y  
to  p a t t e r n  m y  life (u n s u c c e s s f u l ly )  a f t e r  H is  l ife .  I r e a d  
in th e  B ib le  o f  p e r s o n a l  a n d  n a t io n a l  c r i s e s  s im i la r  to  
th o s e  w e  f a c e  t o d a y ,  a n d  I le a rn  f r o m  th o s e  e x p e r i ­
e n c e s .  I s t u d y  th e  B ib le  a n d  r e a d  a  c h a p t e r  in it e v e r y  
n ig h t  w i th o u t  e x c e p t io n .

M y  f a i th  in  G o d  b r in g s  p e a c e  a n d  e q u a n im i t y  in  th e  
f a c e  o f  c r i s is  a n d  c h a l l e n g e .  A n d  it g u id e s  m e  in  m a k ­
ing  q u i t e - o f t e n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  d e c i s io n s  t h a t  m u s t  b e  
m a d e  in p o l i t ic a l ,  b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  f a m i ly  l i fe .  □
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Uudaism 
in a Public School By R obert E . R ubinstein

An innovative class in a Eugene, Oregon, junior high school is one man’s answer to anti-Semitism.

a
nti-Semitism exis ts  in the 
United States today. It may 
not kill Jew s and desecra te  
synagogues, but it exists. I 've  
met it on a range from ethnic jokes  to 
something much sicker.  But now I 'm  do­

ing something about it. I 'm  adminis ter­
ing a remedy prescribed in the M idrash. * 

I d o n ' t  rem em ber when I first learned 
I was “ d if fe ren t ."  I do recall the boy in 
B inghamton, N ew  York, who had 
" n e v e r  seen w hat a real Jew  looked like 
b e fo re ."  He fondly dubbed me “ Super- 
J e w .”  While working as a volunteer in 
Mexico, I and some friends were a p ­
proached by peddlers selling tr inkets on 
the beach. It was Sunday, and they 
asked why we w e ren ’t in church . I told 
them we were Jewish. " W h y  did you 
Jews kill J e s u s ? "  they asked.

W hen I took a job  teaching in E u­
gene, Oregon, I met a 20-year-old girl 
educated  in a parochial school in a small 
coastal town in Oregon. She was at least 
half serious when she told me she had 
been taught that Jews were devils.  Jew ­
ish s tudents  in my junior high would 
whisper, “ H ey, Mr. Rubinstein— are 
you really Jew ish?  Y eah? Well. I'm 
Jewish too— only d o n ' t  tell a n y o n e .” A 
non-Jewish student asked, " D o e s n ' t  a 
rabbi have to have a beard?  And isn 't  the 
plural of ' rabb i '  ' r a b ie s '? "

O ur local school district docked Jew ­
ish teachers  for observing the High 
Holidays and not teaching on Rosh 
H ashanah and Yom Kippur. For two 
years the education  associations, the 
American Civil Liberties Union, and 1 
fought to get this policy changed. We 
asked that any  non-Christian be per­
mitted to follow his religion without 
losing pay for doing so. We noted that 
the nonteaching school staff received 
both Chris tm as Day and New Y ear 's  
Day off with full pay, even though they 
were to work during the ten-day “ winter 
vaca t ion .”  The school board wanted us

* L ite ra tu re  w ritten  betw een  the  fo u rth  
cen tu ry  B .C . and  the  e leven th  cen tu ry  A .D .

to teach our students about freedom to 
follow on e 's  religion and o n e 's  responsi­
bility to practice that religion and yet 
was hypocritically penalizing us fo r  fol­
lowing our religious beliefs. Finally, in 
May 1973, the board did change its pol­
icy and allowed two days '  personal 
leave annually , which could be used by 
teachers for religious holidays.

A fter these experiences,  and witness­
ing the ignorance and prejudice among 
students at school, I decided to initiate 
a class in Jewish culture at Roosevelt 
Junior High. As the Talm ud  states: 
“ The very world rests on the breath of 
children in the schoq lhouse .”  Or, in the 
M idrash: "If you d o n ’t teach the ox to 
plow when he 's  young, it will be diffi­
cult to teach him when he is g ro w n ."

Prejudice grows with the child. When 
that child becomes an adult and parent 
he plants the seeds of prejudice in his 
children; thus prejudice passes from 
generation to generation.

Learning is the antidote for the dis­
ease o f  ignorance. Possibly, I thought, a 
course in Judaism, explaining the basic 
facts and heritage of the Jewish people.

would help counteract  prejudice. 
Adults let their prejudice slither from 
the corners of their m ouths ;  children, 
even in their teens, still ask  questions 
and honestly want to d iscover  answers.

The school 1 teach in has an elective 
course program. Students are not forced 
to take a class in Judaism. They have to 
choose to do so. This arrangement 
eliminates many potential parental co m ­
plaints about religion's being taught in 
the public school. S tudents  at Roosevelt 
Junior High are not segregated into 
grade levels: seventh-, eighth-,  and
ninth-year students take the same 
classes. Combining them leads to a 
freer exchange of ideas and experiences.

From the first day o f  my course  in 
Jewish culture I tried to em phasize that 
I was prejudiced, that I was giving them 
information from a Jewish point of 
view and, thus, a prejudiced point of 
view. As some of our discussions be­
came heated during the term — most of 
my students are non-Jewish— I had to 
remind them of this fact. I also tried to 
make certain they unders tood that the 
opinions and materials I gave them were 
representative of my point of view. I did 
not claim to be speaking for  all Jews, to 
be the ideal Jew (Super-Jew?) or to be 
an expert in Jewish culture and life. We 
were investigating Jewish life, history, 
and culture together: I just happened to 
have a little more experience  and 
knowledge. When I co u ldn ’t answ er 
their questions satisfactorily, we would 
seek answ ers  from m em bers of the lo­
cal Jewish community. T hese  people 
would occasionally visit the class to an ­
swer questions.

During the first days o f  the class we 
visited the local synagogue, Temple 
Beth Israel, where students could ac tu ­
ally see a Jewish house o f  worship. Very 
few students even knew there was a 
synagogue in Eugene. I invited their 
parents to join us, and several parents 
in each class did come for the visit. We 
talked about the physical s tructure  of 
the building, the altar, the Torah ,  tallis.
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and yarmulke. Opening the prayer 
books, we read the " S h e m a "  and 
" K a d d is h "  and d iscussed what each 
prayer said and meant to  the Jewish 
people. We even noted similarities be­
tween Judaism , Catholicism, and 
Protestantism. Jew s worshiped and 
prayed to God for peace, love, and 
goodness just as people o f  o ther reli­
gions did. S tudents  told me that this 
visit was one of the most memorable 
parts of the class.

Local people cam e to class to  speak 
on Jewish life. A university girl, who 
had just returned from a year in a kib­
butz, helped us gain an inside look into 
life in Israel. Folk-dance s tudents  from 
the University of Oregon spent several 
class periods teaching Israeli folk 
dances. These were some of the most 
exhausting classes I 've  taught— no one 
told me you had to be in shape to be 
Jewish!

The high point in our class was the 
“ Post-Chanukah N ig h t ."  I scheduled it 
in January , because the class usually 
extends from N ovem ber to  the end of 
January , and the usual date for Chanu- 
kah, early in D ecem ber, would not give 
time to prepare the s tudents  fo r  the cele­
bration. So, we delayed it a little. We 
held this affair in our school cafeteria. 
More than 70 people a ttended  our last 
gathering, including the principal and 
his family, teachers ,  parents ,  and stu­
dents— some not in the class. We sold 
tickets to cover expenses .

Those who cam e sampled gefillte 
fish, knishes, matzo, blintzes, bagels 
and cream cheese , spiced tea, and hala­
vah. Each student brought grated pota­
toes and eggs to  make latkes. True, 
some of the pota toes w ere a little brown: 
there were a few too many eggs; but, 
with the help of some supervising 
mothers,  the students cooked some very 
tasty latkes. A m inis ter’s son said the 
blessing over the C hanukah candles 
both in Hebrew  and in English. Another 
student told the gathering the story and 
significance of the holiday. Following

the meal, we sang songs in Hebrew  and 
danced Israeli folk dances.

What materials did we actually cover 
in this c lass?  We began with the early 
Biblical history from Abraham to Moses, 
and then discussed the lunar calendar 
and major Jewish holidays. We next 
looked at Jewish family life and its 
practices as well as religious rituals and 
obligations. Here is where much of the 
valuable discussion occurred . Students 
wa,nted to know about Ju d a ism ’s att i­
tude toward birth, marriage, death, 
rearing children, good and evil, heaven 
and hell. Finally, we surveyed the his­
tory of the Jewish people from pre- 
Christian times to the rise of modern 
Israel.

S tudents read Leon U ris’ E xodus, 
which gives a  fairly accura te  and excit­
ing account of the historical facts  and 
human emotions that surrounded the 
birth of modern Israel. Three students 
managed to complete The Source. In­
terspersed with this material,  we learned 
some Yiddish and Hebrew words and 
phrases, listened to cantorial hymns, 

I learned Jewish songs, and followed cur-

rent even ts  in the Middle East.  I selected 
and read some of the Chelm sto­
ries, ta les of fam ous scholars and he­
roes ,  and  told some of the typical Jewish 
jokes. The class even listened to the 
record "Y o u  D on 't  Have to Be Jew ish .” 

During the term I gave quizzes on the 
material and assigned short essays. 
Each student also had to complete 
either a writ ten or oral term project. 
Project possibilities included a report 
on some aspect of Jewish family life, 
the Jewish conception  of God as com ­
pared to that of one of the Christian de­
nominations, or life in ancient Israel 
during a specific historical period. S tu­
dents might choose to report on the life 
of a fam ous Jewish leader in ancient or 
modern times. Some taught two new 
Hebrew  dances or songs to the class, or 
told two Jewish folk tales. If they 
wished, students could investigate life 
in the Jewish ghettos in Europe and com ­
pare it with life fo r  blacks and Puerto 
Ricans in the ghettos o f  the United 
States. Still ano ther  alternative was to 
select a group of ethnic jokes and an a ­
lyze how they helped to fur ther p re ju­
dice.

H ow do I measure the impact of this 
course on the s tudents  who have taken 
it during the past five years?  I d o n ’t 
know. I c a n ’t. I ’d like to hope tha t per­
haps— just perhaps— this class has 
helped prom ote a little less ignorance 
and prejudice, and a  little more under­
standing about Judaism and the Jewish 
way of life.

I do know that at the end of one term 
a s tudent named Mary told me, “ It 's  
neat to  know that Jewish people believe 
and feel the same as us. E verybody  is 
the sam e— only the Jewish people have 
a different way of showing their love for 
G o d .”  Mary is right: We Jewish people 
are the same— but different. If she can 
recognize and unders tand  this, then, 
perhaps, o thers will also. □

Robert E. R ubinstein is a teacher in 
Eugene, Oregon.
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By G ladys  
  C ooke-R abuka

See T eacher teach . See her  
teach religion . See her 
teach her  relig ion .
“ N o, no, T eacher. You  
ca n ’t do th a t!’’ said  
the C ourt. “ O h, 
but I ’m n o t , ”  
said the 
T eacher.
But she  
w as.

P
o l i t i c ia n s ,  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  p r e a c h e r s  h a v e  p r o ­
v id e d  th e  p r e s s  w i th  y a r d s  o f  c o lu m n s  o n  
B ib le  r e a d in g  a n d  p r a y e r  in th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  
B u t  li t t le  h a s  a p p e a r e d  f r o m  th o s e  m o s t  r e ­
sp o n s ib le  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  s u c h  d u t i e s — th e  t e a c h e r s .  I f  
y o u  h a v e  n o t  lo o k e d  a t  th e  c o n t r o v e r s y  th r o u g h  a  

t e a c h e r ’s e y e s ,  y o u  m a y  n o t  re a l iz e  h o w  m u c h  t e a c h ­
e r s ’ a t t i t u d e s  m a y  c o lo r  th e  p i c t u r e ,  o r  h o w  m a n y  
a r e a s  in  th e  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  in v o lv e  re l ig ion .

A s  o n e  w h o  h a s  t a u g h t  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  in  th e  c la s s ­
r o o m ,  I k n o w  h o w  s u b t ly — h e a v y - h a n d e d l y — a te a c h e r  
m a y  in t e r j e c t  h is  r e l ig io u s  v ie w p o in t  in to  th e  c l a s s ­
r o o m .  A n d  I k n o w  th a t  t h o s e  n in e  o ld  m e n  o n  th e  S u ­
p r e m e  C o u r t  a r e n ’t r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  all th e  c o n f u s io n  
o v e r  re l ig io u s  i n s t r u c t io n  in p u b l ic  s c h o o l s .  C o n f u s i o n  
p r e d a t e d  th e i r  d e c i s io n s  o f  th e  e a r ly  1960’s. A n d  w e  
t e a c h e r s  p la y e d  a  c e n te r - s t a g e  ro le  in m a k in g  th e  d e ­
c i s io n s  n e c e s s a r y .  L o o k  b a c k  w i th  m e  o n  th e  “ G o o d

O ld  D a y s ”  b e f o r e  G o d  w a s  “ k ic k e d  o u t  o f  th e  
s c h o o l s , ”  a s  th e  p o l i t i c ia n s  ru n n in g  f o r  off ice  l ike to  
s a y .  I th in k  I c a n  c h a n g e  y o u r  p e r s p e c t i v e  a b it .

T h e  w a r m  a f t e r n o o n  in  la te  S e p t e m b e r  f o u n d  c l a s s ­
ro o m  d o o r s  o p e n  to  c a tc h  th e  b it  o f  b r e e z e  sp r in g in g  
up .  W i th  m y  s t u d e n t s  w o rk in g  q u ie t ly  o n  a n  a s s ig n ­
m e n t ,  I w a s  s t a r t l e d  to  h e a r  t h e s e  w o r d s  f r o m  a c r o s s  
th e  hall :  “ . . . a n d  c o lo r  S u n d a y  r e d ! "

O b v io u s ly  th e  th i rd -g r a d e  t e a c h e r  w a s  a s s i s t in g  h e r  
c la s s  to  m a k e  c a le n d a r s  f o r  th e  u p -c o m in g  m o n t h .  H e r  
n e x t  w o r d s  w e re  in r e s p o n s e  to  a  c h i l d ’s q u e s t io n .  
T h e y  w e re  c o lo r e d  w i th  i r r i ta t io n :  " W h y ?  D o  y o u  
m e a n ,  J a c k i e  J o n e s ,  th a t  y o u  d o n ’t k n o w  w h y  y o u  
sh o u ld  c o lo r  S u n d a y  r e d ?  W e l l ,  I ’ll tell y o u  . . . ”

I w o u ld  h a v e  g iv e n  m y  n e x t  p a y c h e c k  to  h e a r  th a t  
e x p la n a t io n ,  b u t  o n e  o f  m y  s t u d e n t s  a s k e d  f o r  h e lp ,  
a n d  w h a t e v e r  th e  t e a c h e r  s a id  w a s  lo s t .  E v e r  s in c e ,  I 
h a v e  w o n d e r e d  h o w  th e  e p i s o d e  c o n t i n u e d .
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D id  th e  t e a c h e r  e x p la in  th a t  m o s t  p e o p le  go  to  
c h u r c h  o n  S u n d a y ?  D id  s o m e  c h ild  r e s p o n d ,  “ W e  
d o n ' t  g o  to  c h u r c h  a n y  d a y .  D o  I st ill h a v e  to  c o lo r  
S u n d a y  r e d ? ”  D id  a n o t h e r  s a y ,  “ M a y  I c o lo r  S a t u r ­
d a y s  r e d  o n  m y  c a l e n d a r ?  W e  go  to  c h u r c h  o n  S a t u r ­
d a y . "

I ’ll n e v e r  k n o w  th e  a n s w e r .  B u t  b e in g  a w a r e  o f  th e  
re l ig io u s  d iv e r s i t y  in t h e  a r e a ,  I ’m s u r e  s o m e  c h i ld r e n  
w e r e  c o n f u s e d  b e c a u s e  a p a r t i c u l a r  re l ig io u s  v i e w ­
p o in t  w a s  " c o l o r e d  r e d ”  in a  th i rd -g r a d e  a r t  c la s s .

O n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  I v i s i t e d  a  p u b l ic  s c h o o l  in th e  
B ib le  B e l t ,  w h e r e  B ib le  r e a d in g  a n d  p r a y e r  b e g a n  th e  
s c h o o l  d a y .  A s  a  v is i to r ,  I w a s  in v i te d  to  o f f e r  th e  
m o r n in g  p r a y e r .  O p e n in g  e x e r c i s e s  o v e r ,  I s a t  o b s e r v ­
ing  th e  re g u la r  s c h o o l w o r k .  But m y  th o u g h t s  k e p t  r e ­
v e r t in g  to  th e  B ib le  r e a d in g  a n d  p r a y e r .  H o w  m e a n ­
in g fu l  h a d  it b e e n ?  W a s  it o n ly  r o u t in e ?  P r o b a b ly  
c h i ld r e n  f r o m  d e e p ly  re l ig io u s  h o m e s  h a d  d e v o t i o n s  
b e f o r e  t h e y  le f t  f o r  s c h o o l .  T h o s e  f r o m  n o n re l ig io u s  
h o m e s  c o u ld  h a v e  c a r e d  le s s .  W e r e  th e  s c h o o l s  t ry in g  
to  m a k e  p e o p le  b e  re l ig io u s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  th e y  
w a n te d  t o ?  J u s t  w h a t  w ere  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s ?  E v e n  in 
th e  B ib le  B elt  it w o u ld  b e  d ifficult to d a y  to  find a  p u b ­
lic s c h o o l  in w h ic h  o n ly  P r o t e s t a n t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n te d .  
W h a t  p a r t  o f  th e  B ib le  s h o u ld  th e  t e a c h e r  c h o o s e  fo r  
re a d in g  if sh e  is n o t  t o 'o f f e n d  s o m e o n e ?  D id  I o f f e n d  
w h e n  I u s e d  th e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  in m y  p r a y e r ?  A s  
t e a c h e r s ,  d o  w e  a l w a y s  p r a c t i c e  th e  g o ld e n  ru le  in 
r e f e r e n c e  to  th o s e  o f  o t h e r  f a i th s — o r  n o  f a i th ?

In a  l i t t le  t o w n  w i th  m o r e  c h u r c h e s  t h a n  s t o r e s ,  I 
d e c id e d  to  g o  th e  s e c o n d  m ile  w i th  th e  B ib le - re a d in g  
id e a ,  li t t le  re a l iz in g  a t  th a t  s t a g e  o f  m y  e x p e r i e n c e  
w h a t  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  in v o lv e d .  I h u n g  a  c h a r t ,  c o m ­
p le te  w i th  s p a c e s  f o r  g o ld  s t a r s ,  in a  c o n s p i c u o u s  p la c e  
in m y  s e v e n t h - g r a d e  c l a s s r o o m .  L i s t e d  w e r e  s u c h  
B ib le  g e m s  a s  th e  L o r d ’s P r a y e r ,  P sa lm  23, th e  B e a t i ­
t u d e s ,  th e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s ,  a n d  th e  g o ld e n  ru le .  
W h e n  m e m o r i z e d ,  t h e s e  w e r e  to  b e  c h e c k e d  off  d u r ­
ing o u r  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  f r e e - r e a d i n g  p e r io d .  N o  c o m ­
p u l s io n ,  m in d  y o u ;  c o m p l e t e l y  v o lu n t a r y — w ith  go ld  
s t a r s  f o r  e n c o u r a g e m e n t !  S o m e  th o u g h t  it w o u ld  b e  
f u n — a t  le a s t  s o m e th i n g  d i f f e r e n t— a n d  b e g a n  to  m e m ­
o r i z e .

C a m e  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  G o ld  s t a r s  s h o n e .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  a  t r o u b le d  s t u d e n t  c a m e  to  m y  d e s k  w ith  a  w h is ­
p e r e d  q u e s t io n ,  to  w h ic h  I a n s w e r e d ,  " O f  c o u r s e .  
R o s e . ”  W h e n  h e r  tu r n  c a m e ,  R o s e  r e p e a t e d  th e  
L o r d ’s P r a y e r .  I m m e d i a te l y  c a m e  th e  q u e s t io n  f r o m  
s e v e r a l  q u a r t e r s ,  " H o w  c o m e  R o s e  d i d n ’t s a y  all o f  it 
a n d  still go t  a  s t a r ? ”  T r y in g  to  s m o o th  o v e r  th e  s i tu a ­
t i o n ,  I r e p l i e d ,  " R o s e  a s k e d  to  s a y  it a s  it is sa id  in h e r  
c h u r c h . ”

" W h a t  c h u r c h ? ”  a c h i ld  w a n te d  to  k n o w .  T w e n t y -  
s e v e n  p a i r s  o f  e y e s  w e r e  u p o n  R o s e .  N e e d le s s  to  s a y ,  
s h e  w a s  e m b a r r a s s e d .  U n in te n t io n a l ly  w e  h a d  s e t  h e r  
a p a r t  a s  " d i f f e r e n t , ”  th e  o n ly  o n e  o f  h e r  f a i th  in th e  
c la s s .

P e r h a p s  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  I s h o u ld  h a v e  s to p p e d  th e  
w h o le  p r o j e c t ;  w e  w e n t  o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h o p in g  f o r  
s m o o t h e r  sa i l ing .  S o  it s e e m e d ,  un ti l  w e  c a m e  to  th e

T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s .  M a n y  l e a r n e d  th e  " s h o r t ”  w a y .  
A  f e w  le a r n e d  th e  lo n g  w a y ,  f o r  th e  m u c h  la r g e r  s t a r  
o f f e re d .  A g a in  R o s e  h a d  a  p r o b l e m .  H e r  c h u r c h  h a d  a 
d i f f e re n t  v e r s io n .  A g a in  t w e n t y - s e v e n  p a i r s  o f  e y e s  
w e re  u p o n  h e r ,  a n d  I w a s  u n h a p p y  w i th  m y  p r o j e c t .

R e a c t i o n  c a m e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  q u a r t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  m o s t  
u n e x p e c t e d ly .  O n e  o f  m y  p u p i l s  w a s  t h e  s o n  o f  a  local 
m in is te r ,  w h o  to ld  m e  w i th  s o m e  v e h e m e n c e  th a t  “ th e  
T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s  o u g h t  to  b e  t h r o w n  o n  th e  ju n k  
h e a p ! ”  It w a s  o n ly  th e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  I r e m in d e d  
h im ,  t h a t  h is  c h u r c h ,  a lo n g  w i th  all c h u r c h e s  u s in g  th e  
I n t e rn a t io n a l  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  l e s s o n s ,  h a d  s p e n t  a  
w h o le  q u a r t e r  s t u d y in g  th e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s .  (I 
k n e w ,  f o r  I h a d  t a u g h t  a n  a d u l t  c l a s s  in  o u r  C o m m u ­
n ity  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  th a t  q u a r t e r . )  S till h e  in s i s t e d  t h a t  
th e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s  w e r e  o f  n o  v a lu e .

W ith  th e  a p p r o a c h  o f  sp r in g ,  w e  s w i t c h e d  th e  B ib le  
m e m o r y  w o r k  to  id e n t i f y in g  b i r d s .  N o  p r o b l e m s  h e re .  
A  ro b in  is a  r o b in  in a n y  re l ig io n — o r  n o  re l ig io n  a t  all!

M y  h u s b a n d ’s o c c u p a t i o n  to o k  o u r  f a m i ly  a b r o a d  
f o r  a  t im e .  T e a c h e r s  w e r e  a lw a y s  in  d e m a n d  in  th e  
A m e r i c a n - s p o n s o r e d  s c h o o l ,  o p e r a t e d  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
c h i ld r e n  o f  e m b a s s y  p e r s o n n e l ,  b u s i n e s s  p e o p le ,  a n d  
th e  n a t io n a l  e l i te ,  w h o  p a id  tu i t i o n  f o r  th e i r  c h i ld r e n .
I a g r e e d  to  t e a c h  firs t g r a d e .  W h e n  a  f e w  m o r e  th a n  
th e  e x p e c t e d  n u m b e r  o f  b e g in n e r s  e n r o l l e d ,  th e  p r i n ­
c ipa l  h u r r i e d  off  a n  a i r -m a i l  o r d e r  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  w o r k ­
b o o k s .  A t  t h a t  t im e  th e  S c o t t - F o r e s m a n  C o m p a n y  o f ­
f e r e d  th r e e  e d i t io n s  o f  th e  “ D ic k  a n d  J a n e ”  s e r ie s :  
r e g u la r ,  R o m a n  C a th o l i c ,  a n d  S e v e n th - d a y  A d v e n t ­
is t.  S in c e  th e  p r in c ip a l  fa i le d  to  s p e c i f y  w h ic h  e d i t io n  
o u r  s c h o o l  r e q u i r e d ,  th e  e m p l o y e e  fi lling th e  o r d e r  
like ly  d id  s o m e  q u ic k ,  a lb e i t  f a u l t y ,  r e a s o n in g :  “ In  a  
p r e d o m in a n t ly  C a th o l i c  c o u n t r y ,  t h e y  will w a n t  th e  
C a th o l i c  e d i t i o n . ”

In  o u r  f irs t t e a c h e r s ’ m e e t in g  o f  th e  y e a r ,  t h e  p r i n c i ­
pal s t a te d  t h a t  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  re l ig io n  w a s  to  b e  b r o u g h t  
in to  th e  s c h o o l ,  b e c a u s e  s e v e r a l  r e l ig io n s  w e r e  r e p r e ­
s e n t e d  b y  th e  fa m i l ie s  w h o s e  c h i ld r e n  a t t e n d e d .  It 
m a y  b e  th a t  m o s t  p o l i t i c ia n s ,  m a n y  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  e v e n  
a f e w  e c u m e n ic a l l y - m in d e d  m in i s t e r s  w o u ld  h a v e  
s h r u g g e d  off  a  f i r s t -g ra d e  w o r k b o o k  a s  t o o  in s ig n i f ic an t  
to  p o s e  a  p r o b l e m .  Im a g in e ,  if y o u  w ill ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  
P r o t e s t a n t  c h i ld  b r in g in g  h o m e  h is  w o r k b o o k  e x ­
c la im in g ,  " L o o k ,  M o m !  A  p r i e s t  v i s i t e d  D ic k  a n d  
J a n e !  A n d  h e re  is S i s t e r  J o a n !  S e e  th e  c a n d le s  a n d  th e  
c ru c i f ix  w h e r e  t h e y  p r a y ! ”

C a r r y i n g  o u r  im a g in a t io n  f u r t h e r ,  h a d  t h e y  s e n t  u s  
A d v e n t i s t  b o o k s ,  t r y  to  v is u a l i z e  a C a th o l i c  ch i ld  t a k ­
ing  a  w o r k b o o k  h o m e  a n d  p o in t in g  o u t  D ic k  a n d  J a n e  
g o in g  to  " S a b b a t h  s c h o o l ”  a n d  li tt le  S a l ly  p a c k in g  h e r  
s u i t c a s e ,  t h in k in g  s h e  w a s  g e t t in g  r e a d y  f o r  C h r i s t  to  
c o m e !

O n ly  f i r s t -g ra d e  w o r k b o o k s ,  b u t  th e r e  w a s  o n ly  o n e  
s o lu t io n :  r e t u r n  t h e m  a n d  w a i t  f o r  th e  r e g u la r  e d i t io n  
to  b e  s e n t .

H o w  a b o u t  th e  B ib le  a s  l i t e r a tu r e ?  I n d e e d ,  it is  th e  
f ines t!  B u t  p r o b l e m s  a r e  m a n y  in t e a c h in g  it ,  e v e n  in 
th e  lo w e r  g r a d e s .

T a k e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  th e  l i t e r a tu r e  s e c t io n  o f  a  se c -
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o n d - g r a d e  r e a d e r  I o n c e  u s e d .  ( N o t e ,  p l e a s e ,  th a t  I 
sa id  “ o n c e . ”  M y  c o n s c i e n c e  stil l s m i t e s  m e  a b o u t  th a t  
“ o n c e . ” ) T w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  s to r i e s  h a d  t h e s e  t i t le s :  
“ T h e  O n e - E y e d  G i a n t ”  a n d  “ D a v id ,  th e  G ia n t -  
K i l l e r . ”  M o s t  c h i ld r e n  in th i s  s c h o o l  c a m e  f r o m  n o n ­
r e l ig io u s  h o m e s ,  w i th  o n ly  a  f e w  a t t e n d in g  th e  c o m ­
m u n i ty  S u n d a y  S c h o o l .  (I t r ie d  to  s e t  a  g o o d  e x a m p l e  
b y  a t t e n d in g  re g u la r ly  m y s e l f . )  H o w  c o u ld  I e x p la in  
t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e s e  s to r i e s  w a s  m a k e - b e l i e v e ,  th e  o t h e r  
t r u e ?  O n e  m e a n t  a s  m u c h — o r  a s  li t t le— to  t h e m  a s  th e  
o th e r .  I stil l w o n d e r  if I d id  n o t  d e g r a d e  th e  B ib le  b y  
fo l lo w in g  a  t e x t  th a t  s a n d w i c h e d  B ib l ica l  l i t e r a tu re  
b e t w e e n  m y t h s  a n d  f a b l e s .  W h a t  m i s c o n c e p t io n s  
c o u ld  th u s  b e  in d e l ib ly  im p r e s s e d !

M a n y  r a t e  th e  B o o k  o f  J o b  h igh  in u p p e r - g r a d e  
B ib l ica l  l i t e r a tu re .  U s u a l l y  a  c la s s  is a s k e d  to  r e a d  th e  
b o o k  in  i ts  e n t i r e t y ,  to  g e t  th e  o v e r - a l l  p i c t u r e  b e f o r e  
d e ta i l e d  s t u d y  is u n d e r t a k e n .  W h ile  s o m e  o f  th e  s to r y  
m a y  b e  v a g u e  to  th e  a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t ,  a  f e w  will find 
s o m e th i n g  h e r e  a n d  th e r e  to  t r ig g e r  q u e s t io n s .  ( T h a t ’s 
th e  t r o u b le  w i th  s t u d e n t s ;  t h e y  a s k  q u e s t io n s .  T e a c h ­
e r s  a r e  t h e r e ,  s u p p o s e d l y ,  to  a n s w e r  t h e m ,  n o t  to  
s h r u g  s h o u l d e r s ,  a n d  c o u n t e r ,  “ A s k  y o u r  f a t h e r ! ” )

S u p p o s e  th e  c la s s  h a s  c o m e  to  c h a p t e r  14 o f  J o b ,  
a n d  a  s t u d e n t  r e m a r k s :  “ A t  m y  u n c l e ’s f u n e r a l  th e  
p r e a c h e r  r e a d  t h e  f i rs t  p a r t  o f  th e  c h a p t e r .  I t  s a y s  
th a t  ‘m a n  l ie th  d o w n ,  a n d  r i s e th  n o t :  till th e  h e a v e n s  
be  n o  m o r e ,  t h e y  sha l l  n o t  a w a k e ,  n o r  b e  r a i s e d  o u t  o f  
th e i r  s l e e p . ’ T h e  p r e a c h e r  s a id  m y  u n c le  w a s  in 
h e a v e n ,  n o t  a s l e e p . ”  I f  th e  t e a c h e r  is o f  c e r t a in  re l i ­
g io u s  p e r s u a s i o n s ,  s h e  will a g r e e  w i th  th e  p r e a c h e r .  
A n o t h e r  m ig h t  m a in ta in  t h a t  J o b  is r ig h t .  Sti ll a n ­
o t h e r  t h a t  th e  u n c le  is in p u r g a t o r y .  T o  a v o id  c o n f l ic t ,  
a n o t h e r  m ig h t  s a y ,  “ R e a d  th e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  f o r  t o ­
m o r r o w . ”

T h e  f ig u ra t iv e  l a n g u a g e  in I s a ia h  53 is s u p e r b ,  s u c h  
a s  “ H e  is b r o u g h t  a s  a  l a m b  to  th e  s l a u g h te r ,  a n d  a s  a 
s h e e p  b e f o r e  h e r  s h e a r e r s  is d u m b ,  so  he  o p e n e t h  no t  
h is  m o u t h . ”  M a n y  o f  t o d a y ’s B ib l ic a l ly  i l l i te ra te  s t u ­
d e n t s  m ig h t  a s k ,  a s  d id  th e  E th i o p i a n  e u n u c h  o f  o ld ,  
“ O f  w h o m  s p e a k e t h  th e  p r o p h e t ? ”  T h e n  w h o s e  b r a n d  
o f  re l ig io n  will th e  t e a c h e r  u p h o ld — C h r i s t i a n ?  H e ­
b r e w ?  A th e i s t ?

T a k e  P s a lm  19 w i th  i ts  b e a u t i fu l  im a g e ry .  A t  th e  
o u t s e t  it p o in t s  to  G o d  a s  th e  C r e a to r .  T h e  c o m ­
m a n d m e n t s  a n d  j u d g m e n t s  o f  G o d  a r e  e x to l l e d  a s  b e ­
ing “ p e r f e c t ”  a n d  “ r i g h te o u s  a l t o g e t h e r . ”  Will th e r e  
be  o b j e c t i o n s  f r o m  a  s i tu a t io n  e th i c i s t ?

E v e n  th e  E n g l i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  c la s s ic s  c o n f r o n t  
t e a c h e r s  w i th  p r o b l e m s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  E v a n g e lin e  
w a s  a lw a y s  a  p e r s o n a l  f a v o r i t e ,  b u t  I f e l t  u n c e r t a in t y  
in d e a l in g  w i th  t h e  r e l ig io u s  a s p e c t s ,  w h ic h  I b e l i e v e d  
r e q u i r e d  e x p la n a t io n .  In  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s ,  I p r e ­
s e n t e d  th e  C a th o l i c  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  th i s  s e l e c t i o n  in 
o r d e r  t h a t  th e  c la s s  m ig h t  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  d e e p ly  re l i ­
g io u s  se t t in g .  T h e n  I f o l lo w e d  a n  o u t l in e  f o r  t e a c h e r s  
w h ic h  s u g g e s te d :  “ N o t e  th e  B ib l ica l  a l lu s io n s .  S e e  
th a t  th e  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m  all ,  e ls e  m u c h  o f  
th e  f o r c e  a n d  b e a u t y  is  l o s t . ”  T h e  tw e lv e  B ib le  s to r i e s  
a l lu d e d  to  in s u b l im e  s im i le s  m u s t  b e  to ld  so  t h a t ,  a s

th e  o u t l in e  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e i r  b e a u ty  will b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
I f  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  n o t  th e  f a in te s t  k n o w le d g e  o f  E l i ja h  
a n d  h is  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  t h e s e  l ines  a r e  m e a n in g le s s :

“ A n d  th e  A v e  M a r ia  
S a n g  th e y ,  a n d  fe l l  o n  th e i r  k n e e s ,  a n d  

th e i r  s o u l s ,  w i th  d e v o t i o n  t r a n s l a t e d ,
R o s e  o n  th e  a r d o r  o f  p r a y e r ,  l ike  E l i ja h  

a s c e n d i n g  to  h e a v e n . ”
B u t  y o u  m u s t  k n o w  th a t  s o m e  re l ig io n s  t e a c h  th a t  
E l i ja h  d id  n o t  a s c e n d  to  h e a v e n ,  a n d  s o m e  s t u d e n t  
will a n n o u n c e  j u s t  t h a t ,  to  th e  t e a c h e r ’s f r u s t r a t i o n !  
A l th o u g h  y o u  m a y  reca l l  E v a n g e lin e  o n ly  a s  a  t o u c h ­
ing  s t o r y  in w h ic h  t w o  lo v e r s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  o n  A c a d ia n  
s h o r e s ,  t e a c h in g  l i te r a tu re  in v o lv e s  m o r e  th a n  p lo t s ,  
e sp e c i a l l y  w h e n  it in c lu d e s  B ib l ica l  r e f e r e n c e s .  T o  be  
u n b ia s e d  r e q u i r e s  th e  w i s d o m  o f  a S o lo m o n .

O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  m u c h  o f  t o d a y ’s s o - c a l le d  l i t e r a ­
tu r e  h a s  a n t i  re l ig io u s  u n d e r t o n e s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  d i s ­
r e g a rd  o f  law  a n d  o r d e r .  T h e  o b s c e n i t y  a n d  p r o f a n i ty  
o f f e n d  th e  s e n s ib i l i t ie s  o f  a  v o ca l  m in o r i ty .  Will 
t e a c h e r s  r e c o g n i z e — o r  d e f y — th e i r  r ig h ts ?

E v e r  s e e k in g  g r e e n e r  p a s t u r e s ,  w e  m o v e d  o f t e n  in 
p o s t d e p r e s s io n  d a y s .  In  o n e  c i ty  I n o t i c e d  a  n e w s ­
p a p e r  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  th e  “ C h r i s t i a n  S c h o o l ”  to  b e  
o p e n e d  by  p a r e n t s  o b j e c t in g  to  c o m p u l s o r y  d a n c in g  
in p h y s ic a l  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  in th e  c i ty  s c h o o l s .  O n e
o f  th e  q u e s t i o n s  w a s :  “ A re  y o u  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e ______
C h u r c h ? ”  S in c e  I w a s  n o t ,  I d id  n o t  r e t u r n  th e  a p p l i ­
c a t io n ,  t h o u g h  I a g re e d  w i th  th e i r  e d u c a t io n a l  o b j e c ­
t iv e s .  I f e l t  th a t  th e  s p o n s o r in g  d e n o m i n a t i o n  h a d  
e v e r y  r ig h t  to  h ire  t e a c h e r s  w h o  w o u ld  re f le c t  th e i r  
d o c t r i n e s  a s  w e ll ,  e c u m e n i s m  n o tw i t h s t a n d in g .

T h e r e  w e r e  y e a r s  t h a t  I t a u g h t  in  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  
s c h o o l s  o f  m y  f a i th ,  w h e r e  p r a y e r  o p e n e d  th e  d a y ,  
g r a c e  w a s  sa id  a t  l u n c h t im e ,  s c h o o l  c lo s e d  w ith  a 
b e n e d ic t io n ,  B ib le  c la s s e s  h e ld  p r io r i t y ,  a n d  re l ig io u s  
t e a c h in g  p e r m e a te d  th e  c u r r i c u lu m .  W h i le  s t u d e n t s  
o f  a n y  o r  n o  fa i th  w e re  a c c e p t e d ,  m y  c h u r c h ’s v i e w ­
p o in t s  w e r e  t a u g h t .  S u c h  in d o c t r i n a t i o n  is b a s i c  to  all 
p a ro c h ia l  e d u c a t io n .  B u t  n o t  to  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  w h ic h  
a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by  ta x  m o n e y .

Y e t  m a n y  w h o  o p p o s e  t e a c h in g  re l ig io n  in p u b l ic  
s c h o o l s  m e r e ly  s h r u g  off  th e  in v a s io n  o f  y o g a ,  T r a n s ­
c e n d e n t a l  M e d i ta t io n ,  a n d  o t h e r  q u a s i - re l ig io u s  e l e ­
m e n t s .  E v o lu t io n — tru ly  a  “ r e l ig io n ” — is f r e e ly  
t a u g h t  a s  a  f a c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  t h e o r y .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  
m a in ta in  th e i r  b e l ie f  in th e  B ib l ica l  a c c o u n t  o f  c r e a ­
t io n  a r e  o f t e n  r id icu led  a n d  e v e n  fa i led .

A m e r i c a  s t a n d s  f o r  re l ig io u s  f r e e d o m ,  a n d  t e a c h ­
e r s  w o u ld  d o  well to  e x a m i n e  th e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  
th e  Bill o f  R ig h ts  a s  it p e r t a in s  to  s t u d e n t s .  N o  te a c h e r  
h a s  th e  r igh t  to  e m p h a s i z e  h is  re l ig io n ,  b e  it E a s t e r n ,  
W e s t e r n ,  n e o - ,  a n t i - ,  o r  w h a t e v e r ,  in th e  p u b l ic  
s c h o o ls .

A n d  w h a t e v e r  th e  c o u r t s  s a y ,  it is still t h e  t e a c h e r  
w h o  p la y s  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  ro le  in th e  i s s u e  o f  re l i ­
g io n  in  A m e r i c a ’s s c h o o l s .  □

G la d y s  C o o k e -R a b u k a  is a re tired  te a c h e r  in A r m ­
s tro n g , B r it is h  C o lu m b ia , C a n a d a .
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A Controversial Textbook

Is this product of Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic 
cooperation an objective aid to teaching about the Bible in 

By p . G riffith  L indeii public schools, or a doctrinal statement for secular humanism?

I
t is well established that religion 
can be taught abou t in public 
schools. The United States S upreme 
C ourt has held that the “ Bible is 

worthy for study for  its literary and his­
toric quali t ies .”  A school may present 
an objective, secular program of study 
of the Bible. A book prepared  to aid 
schools in achieving this objective. The 
Bible R eader,*  does not seem to meet 
this constitutional s tandard . In fact, it 
presents a blatantly sectarian view of 
the Bible.

The irony is that the book was pre­
pared not by evangelicals, who are 
sometimes accused  of having used pub-

* The B ible Reader. An In terfa ith  In ter­
p re ta tion , W alter M . A bbo tt, Rabbi A rthur 
G ilbert, Rolfe L an ier H u n t, and J. C a rter 
Sw aim , ©  1969, G eoffrey  C hapm an L td ., 
L ondon.

lie schools as branch Sunday schools, 
but by two writers affiliated with the 
National Council of C hurches, hardly a 
fundamentalist body. According to the 
New York Tim es B ook Review, The 
Bible Reader " fu ses  Protestant,  Jewish, 
and Catholic comm ent on the Scrip­
tu re s .”  In truth, it fuses liberal Chris­
tian and Jewish views into a doctrinal 
statement for secular humanism , which 
the courts  have recognized to be a reli­
gion. And in so doing it subverts  the d o c ­
trines of inspiration and revelation 
espoused by evangelical Christianity, 
hardly a neutralist stance.

A truly nonsectarian text would re­
flect both viewpoints, leaving it to the 
student to shape his own convictions. 
His religious background might influ­
ence him to believe the Bible is the in­
spired and infallible Word of God. On 
the o ther hand, he might view the Bible,

either in part or in full, as the word of 
fallible men. (W hether the shaping of 
such convictions is a legitimate and 
constitutional function of the public 
school system is ano ther  matter ; it 
seems a long step from teaching “ a b o u t"  
religion in the sense the C ourt ap ­
proved.)

One does not need to read far in The 
Bible Reader to find sectarian bias. By 
the fourth  paragraph of the in troduction 
the student is learning that the Bible is 
not scientifically accurate .  The proof: 
Two numbers recorded in 1 Kings 7:23 
imply an incorrect value of pi, the ratio 
of the c ircum ference to  the d iam eter of 
a circle. The verse refers to a round 
bronze tank, or laver— “ ten cubits from 
brim to brim . . .  a line of thirty cubits 
measured its c i rcum ference .”

But there is no mathematical error  in 
the text. W hen a num ber is writ ten in
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scientific notation, it is unders tood to 
have a possible error  equal to plus or 
minus half of a unit in the last significant 
place. Therefo re ,  in the numerical data 
of I Kings 7:23 the circum ference  
given as 30 cubits  was actually in a 
range from  29.5 to 30.5 cubits  and the 
d iam eter was in a range from 9.5 to 
10.5 cubits . Within these error  ranges 
of the two num bers  given in the tex t— 
ten cubits  and thirty cubits— are sets of 
values that correspond  precisely to the 
correc t  value of pi.

The au thors  then charge that the 
psalmist did not unders tand  that the sun 
was the cen te r  of our solar sys tem , for 
he w rote  of the sun " r is in g ”  and " s e t ­
t ing”  (Psalm 19:6). The Naval O b­
servatory  in W ashington, D .C .,  in its 
official tables, lists times for sun risings 
and sunsets ,  using the psalm ist’s ex ­
pression. And no one is accusing the 
Naval O bservatory  o f  being scientifi­
cally inaccurate  because of its choice of 
imagery.

The in troduction to The Bible Reader 
also includes alleged ev idence that 
Bible writers lacked a  true un ders tand­
ing o f  geography. F or  example, Isaiah 
expressed  ignorant belief in a flat earth ,  
fo r  he w rote  of “ the fou r  corners  o f  the 
e a r th ”  (Isaiah 11:12).

But do not even the scientists of our 
day use the same figure o f  speech? We 
even refer  to the four directions of the 
com pass, which could mean that we con­
ceive of the earth  as a square rather 
than a circle. The au thors  o f  The Bible 
R eader  fail to note tha t Isaiah spoke of 
the “ circle o f  the e a r th ”  (Isaiah 40:22). 
And, to  use The Bible R eader's  own 
reasoning, Job  was hardly reflecting 
scientific ignorance w hen he wrote of 
the earth  hanging “ upon no thing”  (Job 
26:7). By selectively choosing passages 
and making “ much ado about no th ing ,”  
the au thors  underm ine Scripture while 
seeming to  remain ob jective in their ap­
proach.

Their bias and its impact on the Bible’s 
veracity can be seen in their treatm ent 
of the JE D P  theory  (mentioned on 
pages 8, 20, 21, 45, and  55, and in Ap­
pendix II). This theory  holds that the 
books of Moses were not written by 
Moses but actually had their genesis in 
the form of at least fou r  independent 
sets o f  docum ents  prepared over a pe­
riod of centuries ,  and not even begun 
until centuries  af ter  Moses died. The 
four sets are held to represen t the vari­
ous religious, political, and  social p re ju­
dices, programs, and schemings of four 
or more groups in H ebrew  society.

This view strikes directly at the claim 
of the Bible to be the W ord of G od, and 
the integrity of Jesus Christ Himself,

who spoke of Moses as author of his 
books. (See M atthew 19:7; Mark 1:44; 
7:10; 10:4; 12:19, 26; John 1:17; 2 C orin­
thians 3:15.) Biblical scholarship at the 
highest level defends the traditional 
view and discredits , on a scholarly 
basis, the entire fram ew ork  o f  the 
JE D P  theory. But the student will never 
learn o f  this by reading The Bible 
Reader.

Here are o ther  examples of the au ­
th o rs ’ advocacy  of the liberal religious 
position:

1. Page XVII: “ In general, however,  
L uk e 's  p rocedure was not followed by 
the compilers o f  the biblical material.  If 
they found two or more stories in circu­
lation, they preferred  not to investigate 
their origins or iron ou t their d iscrepan­
cies, but to keep them b o th .”

Here is an attem pt to prepare the 
minds o f  the s tudents  to accept sup­
posed contradictory  accounts  given by 
the writers of the fou r  Gospels. This is a 
sectarian position.

2. Page XIX: “ The form er prophets 
include Joshua, Judges , Samuel I and 2 
and Kings I and 2. Since books describ­
ing the conquest of C anaan , the rule of 
the judges, and the kings of Israel are 
referred to as the form er prophets, this 
helps us to unders tand  the true nature 
of prophecy . O ur English prophet trans­
li terates a G reek  w ord meaning ‘one 
who speaks for an o th e r . ’ The prophets 
were men who spoke for  God. The 
prophets in terpreted the past, gave di­
rections for  the present,  and revealed 
what might be expected  to happen in 
the future .  But w hether  dealing with the 
past, the p resent,  or the fu ture ,  a 
prophet was distinguished by the for th ­
right way in which he proclaimed the 
mind o f  God for a particular historical 
c i r cu m stance ."

Here the historical impact of p ro­
phetic sta tem ents  is reduced to the level 
of a m odern-day seer, such as Jeane 
Dixon. Historical evidence of pro­
phetic fulfillment is not cited. Nor is the 
student told that probability statistics of 
fulfilled prophecies concerning cities 
and persons show an astounding degree 
of accuracy  that cannot be accounted 
for by hum an foresight.

3. Page XXIII: “ Revelation has al­
ways been regarded by the church as 
picturing in symbolic form the final vic­
tory o f  right over w ron g .”  This is a 
sectarian viewpoint. It is indeed true 
that some churches have so regarded 
Revelation; that the “ c h u rc h ”  has done 
so is fallacious. Evangelical Protestant 
churches generally regard Revelation 
as a prophetic historical account,  using 
symbolic language to describe events 
that have occurred  or are yet to occur.

Again the student is fed a  fallacious 
s ta tem ent in the contex t of a sectarian 
viewpoint.

4. The chapte r " T h e  Book of G en e­
s is ,”  page three, discredits the scien­
tific accuracy of the Bible by suggesting 
that Genesis is useful in answering 
only the “ w h y”  of m a n ’s creation:

“ While Genesis is an ancient account 
of the beginnings of life as revealed to 
the Hebrew  sages, it does not provide 
us with the kind of scientific knowledge 
available through modern physics, bi­
ology, chemistry, geology, astronom y, 
and paleontology. Concerned  with the 
why of m an ’s being, G enesis records the 
belief of the early H ebrews that the 
world was not an accident and did not 
come into being by chance , but was c re ­
ated in love. It is asserted  that man is 
G o d ’s most precious c rea t io n .”

I know of no evangelicals who would 
hold that the Genesis account is scien­
tific, in that it exposes us to the dy nam ­
ics involved in physics, biology, ch em ­
istry, geology, astronom y, paleontology. 
It does, however,  provide us with an ac­
count of how  man was crea ted  and not 
just the why  of  his creation.

5. Page five: The au thors  claim that 
the beginning sentence of the Bible 
should read: "W h en  God began to c re ­
ate . . . ”  This claim is made to allow the 
evolutionary process to occur ,  which 
the authors  suggest is the scientific ap ­
proach to creation. The s tudents  are 
never told, however, that many H ebrew  
scholars reject this “ transli te ra tion”  in 
favor of the straightforward translation 
of G enesis 1:1 and the H ebrew  word 
bereshith. The familiar “ In the beginning 
God created  the heaven and  the e a r th ” 
is the accura te  translation.

I could cite o ther  exam ples of inac­
curacy and sectarian bias that in my es­
timation fur ther disqualify The Bible 
Reader as a text when priority is given 
to objectivity, fa irness ,  and an honest 
attempt to teach about religion in the 
sense approved by the Suprem e Court. 
It seems to me that the objective of a 
course on the Bible as li terature should 
not be to evaluate the reliability of 
Scripture. In fact , it is hard to conceive 
of any course that could have this ob ­
jective and pass the test o f  const i tu ­
tionality— unless it is taught in a semi­
nary! The C o u r t ’s vision of permissible 
religious teaching in the public school 
system would not appear  to acco m m o ­
date  such an approach  as The Bible 
Reader represents .  □

P. Griffith L indell is a ss is tan t to  the d i­
rector o f  the C reation-Science Research  
Center, San Diego, California.
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Parental 
Rights in 

Public Schools By C harles G . D ouglas III

What should the courts say when a parent’s 
religious views clash with the secular 

orthodoxy of Humanism in the classroom?

A L I B E R T Y  a r t i c l e ,  " R e l ig io n  in th e  P ub lic  
S c h o o l  C l a s s r o o m ”  ( M a y - J u n e ,  1975, p ag e  
14), d i s c u s s e d  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p ro h ib i t io n s  
in v o lv e d  w h e n  g o v e r n m e n t - s p o n s o r e d  p r a y e r s  

a r e  im p o s e d  o n  s t u d e n t s .  C e n t r a l  to  th e  a n a ly s i s  w a s  a 
s e n t e n c e  f r o m  th e  S c h e m p p 1 s c h o o l  p r a y e r  d e c is io n :  

“ W h e n  th e  p o w e r ,  p r e s t ig e  a n d  f inan c ia l  s u p p o r t  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  . . . (a re )  p la c e d  b e h in d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  re l i ­
g io u s  b e l i e f ,  th e  in d i r e c t  c o e r c i v e  p r e s s u r e  u p o n  re l i ­
g io u s  m in o r i t i e s  to  c o n f o r m  to  th e  p re v a i l in g  officially 
a p p r o v e d  re l ig ion  is  p l a i n . ”

I w o u ld  l ike to  e x p lo r e  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n  in th e  c o n ­
t e x t  o f  th e  r igh t  o f  r e l ig io u s  d i s s e n te r s  to  “ f r e e  e x e r ­
c i s e ”  o f  th e i r  re l ig io n  w h e n  it c l a s h e s  w i th  th e  p r e ­
v a i l in g  s e c u l a r  o r t h o d o x y  o f  H u m a n i s m  in th e  p u b l ic  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  F o r  S c h e m p p  a l s o  m a d e  it c l e a r  th a t  
“ th e  S t a t e  m a y  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  a  ‘re l ig io n  o f  s e c u l a r i s m '  
in th e  s e n s e  o f  a f f i rm a t iv e ly  o p p o s i n g  o r  s h o w in g  
h o s t i l i ty  to  re l ig io n ,  th u s  p r e f e r r i n g  th o s e  w h o  b e l ie v e  
in n o  re l ig ion  o v e r  th o s e  w h o  d o  b e l i e v e . ” 2 It is th is  
d i s p u te  t h a t  led to  th e  t e x t b o o k  c o n t r o v e r s y  in W e s t  
V irg in ia  a n d  to  a n  in t e r e s t in g  N e w  H a m p s h i r e  F e d e ra l  
C o u r t  d e c i s io n ,  w h ic h  I shal l  d i s c u s s .

O n e  h a s  o n ly  to  r e a d  th e  n e w s p a p e r s  to  k n o w  th a t  a 
b i t t e r  a n d  g ro w in g  c o n t r o v e r s y  sw ir ls  a b o u t  o u r  s y s ­
t e m  o f  s c h o o l in g .  P a r e n t s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  p o l i t i c ia n s ,  l a w ­
y e r s ,  j u d g e s — all a r e  b e in g  d r a w n  in to  th e  f r a y .  T h e  
v e r y  m a s s iv e n e s s  o f  o u r  e d u c a t io n a l  m a c h in e  e n s u r e s  
th e  n a t io n a l  d im e n s i o n s  o f  th e  c o n f l ic t .  C u r r e n t ly ,  
2 ,3 1 5 ,0 0 0  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r s  a r e  in s t ru c t in g  59 m ill ion  
s t u d e n t s .  S c h o o l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  in 1974 e x c e e d e d  96 
b illio n  d o l l a r s ! 3 D e s p i t e  th i s  m a s s iv e  a c t i v i ty  a n d  
e x p e n s e ,  th r e e  r e c e n t  n a t io n a l  t e s t s  in d ic a te  th a t  p u b ­
lic s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  le a r n in g  le s s  t h a n  th e y  d id  a 
d e c a d e  a g o — a  r e s u l t  th a t  f u r t h e r  fu e l s  d i s c o n te n t .

T h e  a n n u a l  S c h o la s t i c  A p t i t u d e  T e s t s  o v e r  th e  p a s t  
tw e lv e  y e a r s  s h o w  t h a t  th e  a v e r a g e  v e rb a l  t e s t  s c o r e  
h a s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  478 to  440 ,  a n d  th e  m a t h e m a t i c s  
t e s t  s c o r e  d r o p p e d  f r o m  502 to  4 78 ,  o u t  o f  p o s s ib le  
s c o r e s  o f  8 0 0 .4 L i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h a t  w e  a r e  w i tn e s s in g  
a  r ise  in p o li t ica l  a n d  in te l le c tu a l  b lo o d  p r e s s u r e ,  a s  
w ell a s  a n  in c r e a s e  in c o u r t  c a s e s  in v o lv in g  e d u c a t io n  
— a n d  sp ec i f ic a l ly  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  i s s u e  o f  c o m p u l ­
s ion .

In  T h e  1 2 -Y e a r  S e n te n c e — R a d ic a l V ie w s  o f  C o m ­

p u ls o r y  S c h o o lin g ,  e d i t e d  b y  W il l iam  F .  R i c k e n b a c k e r  
(O p e n  C o u r t  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1974), a  g r o u p  o f  s c h o l a r s  a n d  
a t t o r n e y s  h a s  w r i t t e n  a  m a j o r  a t t a c k  o n  c o m p u l s o r y  
s c h o o l in g  th a t  s h o u ld  s h a k e  th e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  th e  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  p r o v i d e  m u c h  u se fu l  
m a te r i a l  f o r  l a w y e r s  a n d  ju d g e s  w il l ing  to  h a r v e s t  n e w  
w h e a t  o u t  o f  o ld  f ie lds .  O n e  c o n t r i b u t o r ,  E .  G .  W e s t ,  
w r o te  t h a t  “ th e  la s t  t im e  . . . s u c h  t h o r o u g h  e x p l o r a ­
t io n  o c c u r r e d  w a s  in m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E n g ­
l a n d . ” 5

E x p l o r e d  a r e  s u c h  b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  c o m p u l ­
so r y  p u b l ic  s c h o o l in g  in A m e r i c a  a s :  W h y  w a s  it d e ­
v e lo p e d ?  W h a t  v a lu e s  w a s  it in t e n d e d  to  in s t i l l ?  W h a t  
g o a ls  in t e r m s  o f  n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t  d o e s  it p r o m o t e ?  All 
a r e  v ita l  a r e a s  to  e x p lo r e  if w e  w is h  to  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r ig h ts  o f  p a r e n t s  in  s c h o o l  m a t t e r s .

T h e  r o o t s  o f  c o m p u l s o r y  s c h o o l in g  a r e  e m b e d d e d  
in th e  P r o t e s t a n t  R e f o r m a t i o n .  In 1524 M a r t in  L u t h e r  
u rg e d  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p u b l ic  s c h o o l s  w i th  c o m p u l ­
s o r y  a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e  D u k e  o f  W ü r t t e m b e r g  in  1559 
in t r o d u c e d  th e  f irs t s u c h  s y s t e m  in G e r m a n y ,  in c lu d in g  
fines to  b e  le v ied  o n  t r u a n t s .  In th e  P r o t e s t a n t  G e r m a n  
s t a t e s  a n d  P ru s s ia  th e  s y s t e m  w a s  u s e d  to  c o m p e l  a d ­
h e r e n c e  to  th e  n e w  re l ig io u s  o r t h o d o x y — L u t h e r a n ­
ism . In  G e n e v a ,  J o h n  C a lv in  s a w  th e  d e v i c e  a s  a 
m e a n s  to  s u p p r e s s  d i s s e n t  a n d  in c u lc a te  o b e d ie n c e  
to  a  C a lv in i s t - r u n  g o v e r n m e n t .

It c o m e s  a s  a s u r p r i s e ,  th e n ,  to  f ind  th a t  in  17th- 
c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a  p r i v a t e  a n d  v o lu n t a r y  e d u c a t io n  w a s  
th e  n o r m  e x c e p t  in th e  C a lv in is t  P u r i t a n  c o lo n y  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B a y ,  w h ic h  e n a c t e d  i ts  f irs t c o m p u l ­
s o r y  e d u c a t io n  la w  in 1642. N e ig h b o r i n g  R h o d e  I s ­
l an d  d id  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  a  s y s t e m ,  p e o p le d  a s  it w a s  
b y  h e r e t i c s  f r o m  C a lv in i s t  o r t h o d o x y .

B y  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  n in e t e e n th  c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a  
h ad  i ts  f irs t  g r o u p  o f  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d  s u c h  
m e n  a s  H o r a c e  M a n n  a n d  C a lv in  S to w e  s e t  a b o u t  to  
r e q u i r e  u n iv e r s a l  A m e r i c a n  p u b l ic  e d u c a t i o n ,  b a c k e d  
by  c o m p u l s i o n  a n d  f e d  b y  th e  g r a d u a t e  t e a c h e r s  f r o m  
“ n o r m a l ”  s c h o o l s .  S ta t e  B o a r d s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  
t e a c h e r  c e r t i f ic a t io n  w e r e  b o r n ,  a lo n g  w i th  r i s in g  a t ­
t a c k s  o n  p r iv a te  a n d / o r  c h u r c h - r e l a t e d  s c h o o l s .  T h e  
l a t t e r  r e f le c te d  th e  re l ig io u s  d iv e r s i t y  f o u n d  in o u r  
c o lo n ie s .

A s  t id e s  o f  im m ig ra n t s  b e g a n  to  w a s h  o v e r  o u r
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s h o r e s ,  e d u c a t o r s  s e i z e d  o n  th e  n e e d  to  “ C h r i s t i a n ­
i z e ”  t h e m .  In  th e  c a s e  o f  I r ish  C a th o l i c s ,  “ C h r i s t i a n ­
i z e ”  w a s  a e u p h e m i s m  f o r  P r o t e s ta n t i z i n g .  T h u s  th e  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l s  w e r e  s e e n  a s  a  v e h ic le  to  u n i f y  th e  
n a t io n ,  f o s t e r  A m e r i c a n i s m ,  a n d  im p o s e  n a t io n a l  
v a lu e s  o n  im m ig ra n t s .  H e a v i ly  in f lu e n c e d  b y  P ru s s ia n  
t h o u g h t ,  o n e  e d u c a t o r  w a s  q u o t e d  a s  f a v o r in g  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t ’s “ r ig h t  o f  e m i n e n t  d o m a i n ”  o v e r  th e  
m in d s  o f  in d iv id u a l s ,  f o r  e d u c a t io n  c o u ld  n o t  b e  lef t 
to  th e  c a p r i c e s  o f  in d iv id u a l s .

I ’ll r e t u r n  to  th e  g o a l  o f  u n i f o r m i ty  in th e  c o n t e x t  o f  
c a s e  la w  a f t e r  b r ie f ly  c o n s i d e r in g  th e  i n c r e d ib l e  d i ­
v e r s i ty  o f  h u m a n  b e in g s ,  a  d iv e r s i t y  t h a t  “ p o s e s  s p e ­
cia l  d if f icu l t ies  f o r  s t a n d a r d i z e d  d e m o c r a t i c  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ”  in  a  p lu r a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y . 6 T o d a y  a  c o m m o n  
a r g u m e n t  p u t  f o r th  b y  e d u c a t o r s  is t h a t  o n ly  th r o u g h  
c o m p u l s o r y  p u b l ic  s c h o o l in g  c a n  A m e r i c a  a c h ie v e  
“ e q u a l i t y ” — o r  e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y .  E q u a l i ty  is 
sa id  b y  s o m e  to  b e  th e  c e n t r a l  A m e r i c a n  v a lu e .

B u t  n u m e r o u s  s t u d ie s  s h o w  th a t  “ y o u r  b ra in  p r o b ­
a b ly  d i f fe rs  f r o m  y o u r  n e i g h b o r ’s f a r  m o r e  t h a n  y o u r  
fa c ia l  f e a t u r e s . ”  T h u s  w e  s p e a k  c a s u a l ly  o f  s o m e o n e  
h a v in g  a  “ fine legal m i n d , ”  h a v in g  a  “ y e n  f o r  m a t h ­
e m a t i c s , ”  o r  b e in g  a  “ la n g u a g e  w h i z . ” 7 E v e n  IQ  
s c o r e s  a r e  c o m p o s i t e s  t h a t  m a y  fail  to  r e v e a l  a  g iv e n  
in d iv id u a l  to  b e  d e f i c ie n t  in s o m e  a r e a s  w h i le  b e in g  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  in  a n o th e r .

T h a t  ‘‘all m e n  a r e  c r e a t e d  e q u a l ”  is s im p ly  n o t  so .  
“ E a c h  h a s  h is  o w n  u n iq u e  p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  e m o ­
t io n a l ,  a n d  b e h a v io r a l  m a k e u p ”  a n d ,  in f a c t ,  it is th e  
d iffe r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  in d iv id u a l s ,  n o t  th e i r  s im i la r i t ie s ,  
t h a t  p r o v i d e  u s  w i th  th e  d iv i s io n  o f  l a b o r ,  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h ,  a n d  o u r  so c ia l  o r d e r .  C o m m o n -  
d e n o m i n a t o r  s c h o o l in g  c a n  le ad  o n ly  to  m e d i o c r i t y ,  in 
w h ic h  “ th e  b r ig h t  s c h o l a r s  a r e  h e ld  b a c k  b y  th e  r a te  
p o s s ib le  to  th e  a v e r a g e ,  th e  dull  s c h o la r s  a r e  u n a b le  to  
k e e p  u p  w i th  th e  a v e r a g e ,  a n d  o n ly  th e  m id d le  s e c t io n  
h a v e  a n y th i n g  l ike a  f a i r  o p p o r t u n i t y . ”  8

B u t  n e i t h e r  in te l l e c tu a l  v a r i e ty  n o r  c u l tu r a l  o r  re l i ­
g io u s  d iv e r s i t y  is s a f e  b e f o r e  th e  m a s s iv e  e d u c a t io n a l  
d r iv e  f o r  u n i f o r m i ty  a n d  “ e q u a l i t y , ”  v a lu e s  s e e n  a s  
d e s i r a b le  p r o d u c t s  o f  th e  A m e r i c a n  “ m e l t in g  p o t . ”  
P u b l ic  s c h o o l s  c o n t i n u e  th e i r  a t t e m p t  to  o b l i t e r a te  
c u l tu r a l  a n d  re l ig io u s  d i f f e r e n c e s .

U s e  o f  m a s s  e d u c a t io n  to  a c h ie v e  n a t io n a l  g o a ls  is 
n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  u n iq u e  to  A m e r i c a .  In e ig h t e e n th -  
a n d  n in e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  P r u s s ia ,  s c h o o l s  w e r e  u s e d  a s  
a  to o l  to  m a c h i n e  a  c i t i z e n r y  in to  b e in g  m o r e  w ill ing  
a n d  a b le  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in th e  a r m y .  It  is n o t  f a r  f r o m  
J o h a n n  G o t t l i e b  F i c h t e ’s 1808 b o o k  A d d r e s s e s  to  th e  
G e rm a n  N a tio n  t o  th e  1950’s ,  w h e n  th e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  
G o v e r n m e n t ’s f i rs t  m a j o r  in t ru s io n  in to  f u n d i n g  p u b lic  
e d u c a t io n  c a m e  in th e  f o r m  o f  a bill w i th  th e  r e v e a l in g  
ti t le  “ N a t io n a l  D e f e n s e  E d u c a t i o n  A c t . ”

P r o f e s s o r  J o e l  H .  S p r in g  h a s  p o in t e d  o u t  th a t  b o th  
f a s c i s m  a n d  to t a l i t a r i a n  c o m m u n i s m  u se  e d u c a t io n  to  
a d v a n c e  c o n f o r m i t y .  I n d e e d -------

E very  sta te  develops the  p ro cess o f schooling  w ithin the con tex t 
o f belief that it is the p ro fesso r o f som e ideological tru th . It is 
w ithin this fram ew o rk  that schooling  is o ften  v iew ed as the  fo u n ­

dation  stone  o f freedom . F reedom , fo r  the m odern  s ta te , m eans 
the right to  obey and conform  to its law s and ideo lo g y .9

S p r in g  r e c o g n i z e s  th a t  s c h o o l in g  is a  to o l  b y  w h ic h  
th e  s t a te  so l id if ies  its p o w e r ,  a n d  t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  c o n ­
tro l th e  s c h o o l s — b e  th e y  C o m m u n i s t s ,  A m is h ,  o r  
D e m o c r a t s — c o n t r o l  th e  m a j o r  s o c ie ta l  c h a r a c t e r -  
p r o d u c in g  in s t i tu t io n .  T h o s e  c o n t r o l l e r s  a n d  th e i r  
i n t e r e s t s  a n d  v a lu e s  n e e d  to  b e  id en t if ied  if th e r e  is to  
be  a  r e a l is t ic  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  d im e n ­
s io n s  o f  f r e e d o m  o f  c h o ic e  in A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s .

In th e  n in e t e e n th  c e n t u r y  th e  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l  s y s ­
te m  e x c e l l e d  in r u b b e r - s t a m p i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  n e w ly  
a r r iv e d  im m ig ra n t s  a n d  tu r n in g  o u t  m i l l io n s  o f  s t a n d ­
a r d i z e d  A m e r i c a n s .  S ta t u t e s  w e r e  e n a c t e d  r e q u i r in g  
a t t e n d a n c e  to  a  c e r t a in  a g e  a n d  b a r r in g  fo r e ig n  la n ­
g u a g e s  in e l e m e n ta r y  g r a d e s .  T h e  e d u c a t o r s ’ d o m i n a ­
t io n  o f  th o u g h t  s e e m e d  a s s u r e d  in  O r e g o n  in 1922 
w h e n  a ll  p r i v a te  s c h o o l s  w e re  b a n n e d ,  a n d  c h i ld r e n  
w e r e  c o m p e l le d  to  a t t e n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  N o w  all 
c h i ld r e n  w o u ld  b e  s t a m p e d  in th e  S t a t e  m o ld ,  f r e e  o f  
th e  i r r i ta t in g  d iv e r s i t y  in s c h o o l in g  th a t  w a s  a l lo w in g  
C a th o l i c s ,  L u t h e r a n s ,  a n d  S e v e n th - d a y  A d v e n t i s t s  to  
e d u c a t e  th e i r  c h i ld r e n  in  a  m a n n e r  t h e y  d e s i r e d .

In P ierce  v . S o c ie ty  o f  S is te r s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta t e s  
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h e ld  t h a t  “ th e  ch i ld  is  n o t  th e  m e re  
c r e a t u r e  o f  th e  s t a t e ”  a n d  v o id e d  th e  O r e g o n  s t a tu t e  as  
v io la t iv e  o f  “ th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  th e o r y  o f  l ib e r ty  u p o n  
w h ic h  all g o v e r n m e n t s  in th i s  U n io n  r e p o s e . ” 10 
S ta n d a r d i z a t io n  c o u ld  g o  o n ly  so  fa r .

S in c e  P ierce , t h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  f a c e d  m a n y  i s s u e s  o f  
c o m p u l s i o n  s h o r t  o f  th e  P ierce  s t a tu t e .  P ierce , h o w ­
e v e r ,  m a d e  it c l e a r  t h a t  O r e g o n  h a d  in t e r f e r e d  w ith  
th e  “ l ib e r ty  o f  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  to  d i r e c t  th e  
u p b r in g in g  o f  c h i ld r e n  u n d e r  th e i r  c o n t r o l . ” 11 T h a t  
c a s e  a l s o  in v o lv e d  a  n o n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  m i l i ta ry  
s c h o o l ,  t h e r e b y  m a k in g  th e  C o u r t ’s s t a t e m e n t s  m o re  
b ro a d ly  b a s e d  th a n  th e  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  c l a u s e  o f  th e  
F ir s t  A m e n d m e n t .

T h e  “ f o r g o t t e n ”  N in th  A m e n d m e n t  w o u ld  p ro v id e  
a  b e t t e r  c o n c e p t u a l  b a s e  f o r  p a r e n ta l  f r e e  e x e r c i s e  
th a n  th e  F i r s t  A m e n d m e n t  a lo n e ,  o r  th e  “ f u n d a m e n ­
tal l i b e r t y ”  t e s t  u s e d  in P ierce . T h e  N in th  A m e n d m e n t  
p ro v id e s  t h a t  “ th e  e n u m e r a t i o n  in th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  
o f  c e r t a in  r ig h ts ,  shall n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d  to  d e n y  o r  d is ­
p a ra g e  o th e r s  r e t a in e d  b y  th e  p e o p l e . ”  S u r e l y  a  r igh t  
r e t a in e d  by  th e  p e o p le  is to  d i r e c t  th e  u p b r in g in g  a n d  
e d u c a t io n  o f  th e i r  c h i ld r e n .

In  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a tio n  v .  B a r n e tte ,12 t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  r e c o g n iz e d  th e  t r e m e n d o u s  i m p e tu s  b e h in d  
g o v e r n m e n ta l  e f fo r t s  to  u n i f y  o r  “ c o n f o r m ”  all o f  u s .  
In  v o id in g  a  c o m p u l s o r y  sch o o l - f l a g - sa lu te  s t a tu t e  th e  
C o u r t  ig n o r e d  th e  N in th  A m e n d m e n t  a n d  re l ie d  o n  th e  
F o u r t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t .  I t s  w o r d s  w e r e  in s t r u c t iv e  
n o n e th e l e s s :

A s governm ental p ressu re  tow ard  unity  becom es g rea te r , so 
strife  becom es m ore b itter as to  w hose unity  it shall be. P robably 
no d eeper division o f our people could p roceed  from  an y  p ro v o ca­
tion than from  finding it n ecessa ry  to  choose  w hat doctrine  and 
w hose program  public educational officials shall com pel youth 
to  unite in em bracing. U ltim ate fu tility  o f such a ttem p ts  to  com pel 
coherence  is the lesson o f ev ery  such  effort from  the Rom an

20 LIBERTY SEPTEM BER /O CTO BER , 1976



drive to stam p  out C h ristian ity  as a d is tu rb er o f its pagan unity , 
the Inqu isition , as a m eans to  relig ious and d ynastic  un ity , the 
S iberian  exiles as a m eans o f  R ussian  un ity , dow n to  the fast 
failing effo rts o f o u r p resen t to ta lita rian  enem ies. T hose  w ho 
begin coerc ive  e lim ination  o f d issen t soon  find them se lv es ex ­
term ina ting  d issen te rs . C om pulso ry  unification o f  opinion 
ach ieves only  the  unan im ity  o f  the  g ra v e y a rd .13

A n d , fin a lly , in W is c o n s in  v . Y o d e r ,14 the S u p rem e  
C ourt again  affirm ed th e  v a lid ity  o f  P ierce  b y  e x e m p t­
ing A m ish  ch ild ren  from  a tten d in g  sen io r  h igh sc h o o l. 
T h e C ourt re jec ted  th e  S ta te ’s argum ent that it, as  
p a re n s  p a tr ia e ,  had to  e x te n d  th e  “ b e n e fits”  o f  e d u ca ­
tion  to  the A m ish  ch ild ren  “ regard less o f  th e  w ish es  
o f  th e  p a r e n ts .”  T h e  C ou rt reason ed :

The h isto ry  and  cu ltu re  o f  W estern  civilization  reflec t a  strong 
trad ition  o f paren ta l co n cern  fo r  the  n u rtu re  and  upbringing  of 
th e ir  ch ild ren . T h is p rim ary  ro le o f the  p aren ts  in the  upbringing 
of th e ir ch ild ren  is now  es tab lished  beyond  d ebate  as an enduring  
A m erican  trad itio n . . . .  T o  be su re , the  pow er o f the  p a ren t, even 
w hen linked to  a  f ree  ex erc ise  claim , m ay be su b je c t to  lim itation 
u nder Pierce if it ap p ears  th a t paren ta l decisions will jeopard ize  
the  health  o r  sa fe ty  o f the  ch ild , o r have  a  poten tial fo r significant 
social bu rdens.
[A] S ta te ’s in te re s t in un iversal ed u ca tio n , how ever highly we 
ran k  it, is not to tally  fre e  from  a  balancing  p rocess w hen  it im ­
pinges on o th er fu ndam en ta l rights and in te re s ts , such as those 
specifically  p ro tec ted  by th e  F ree E x erc ise  C lause o f the  F irs t 
A m endm ent and the  trad itional in te rest o f p aren ts w ith respec t 
to the  religious upbringing o f  the ir  ch ild re n .15

H o w  sh ou ld  th e  co u rts  deal w ith  d issen tin g  parents  
w h o  w ish  to  h a v e  their ch ild ren  rem ain  in public  
sc h o o l and yet not be su b jec ted  to  secu lar  o rth o d o x y ?  
In an in terestin g  N e w  H am p sh ire  F ed era l C ourt d e ­
c is io n — D a v is  v . P age , 385 F . S u p p . 395 (D .C .N .H .  
1974)— A p o sto lic  L u theran  p aren ts o b je c te d  to , in 
part, u se  o f  “ w o r ld ly ”  tea ch in g  d e v ic e s  in th e  form  
o f  au d io -v isu a l eq u ip m en t su ch  a s ta p e s , m o v ie s , and  
te le v is io n . T h e A p o sto lic  L u th eran s are a fu n d a m en ­
ta list F inn ish  o ffsh o o t o f  the L utheran  C hurch w ith  
abou t 10,(XX) a d h eren ts in the U n ited  S ta te s . T he  
p aren ts o b jec ted  to  th e  H u m an ist p h ilo so p h y  o f  the  
sch o o l but e s se n tia lly  so u g h t to  h a v e  their ch ildren  
e x c u se d  from  c la s s e s  w h en  a u d io -v isu a l m aterials 
w ere u sed . T h ey  a sk ed  that th e  ch ild ren  be g iv en  a 
read ing or w riting  a ss ig n m en t in a stu d y  hall a s  an 
a ltern a tiv e . A t no tim e did the D a v ise s  a sk  to  ba n  the  
tea ch in g  a id s b u t, rath er, req u ested  th e  tem porary  
a b se n c e  o f  their  ch ild ren . Prior to  Ju n e , 1971, b e ­
c a u se  o f  th e  n u m b er o f  F in n s in th e  d istr ic t , th e  
sc h o o l had e x c u se d  A p o sto lic  L u th eran s and o th ers  
w ith  ag reed ly  s in cere  and  leg itim ate  re lig io u s c la im s.

T h e  F ederal C ou rt in D a v is  ru led  that th ere w a s no  
rea so n a b le  a ltern a tiv e  to  th e  u se  o f  a u d io -v isu a l eq u ip ­
m en t and that o n ly  if  its u se  w a s fo r  en terta in m en t  
co u ld  the D a v is  ch ild r e n ’s re lig iou s rights o f  free  e x ­
erc ise  be p ro tec ted .

T h o se  p eo p le  c o n c e r n e d  ab ou t th e  prayer u n iform ­
ity  in S c h e m p p  sh o u ld  lik e w ise  b e co n cern ed  that 
parental rights and fr e e  e x e r c is e  rights be eq u a lly  en ­
fo r c e d . All to o  o fte n  th e  secu la r  o r th o d o x y  o f  H u m an ­
ism  is taught in  s c h o o ls ,  or p ra c tice s  are u sed  that 
sh ou ld  b e ch a llen g ed  under th e  N in th  A m en d m en t 
(parental rights) or F irst A m en d m en t (free  e x e r c ise

o f  re l ig io n ) .  T h e  H u m a n is t  M a n i fe s to  (1933) s e e s  
m a n  “ a s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  th i s  w o r l d . ”  I t  d o e s  n o t  r e c o g ­
n ize  s p i r i tu a l i ty  o r  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  G o d .  Y e t  H u m a n i s m  
h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  re lig ion  b y  o u r  c o u r t s . 16 
T h u s  th e  S c h e m p p  c a s e  s h o u ld  b e  s e e n  a s  a  tw o - e d g e d  
s w o r d  to  p r e v e n t  G o v e r n m e n t  p r a y e r  a n d  a ls o  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  a  “ re l ig io n  o f  s e c u l a r i s m , ”  s u c h  a s  H u ­
m a n i s m ,  o r  th e  u s e  o f  m e t h o d s  o r  c o u r s e s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l  
to  th e  lay  a im  o f  a n  e d u c a t e d  c i t i z e n r y .

T h e  D a v is  o p in io n  is t h e  s o r t  o f  d e c i s io n  t h a t  m a k e s  
f o r  a  u n i f o r m  c o o k y - c u t t e r  A m e r i c a n  s t a m p e d  o u t  in  a  
m a s s - p r o d u c t io n  e d u c a t io n a l  m o ld .  T h e  F i r s t  A m e n d ­
m e n t  is , o r  s h o u ld  b e ,  a  sh ie ld  to  p r e v e n t  s u c h  re s u l t s .  
I f  th e  D a v i s e s  o f  th i s  w o r ld  d o n ’t  w a n t  to  h a v e  th e i r  
c h i ld r e n  t a u g h t  e v o lu t io n  (a  H u m a n i s t  v ie w )  o r  v ie w  
te l e v i s io n ,  th e  t e s t  f o r  c o u r t s  s h o u ld  b e  t o  u p h o ld  th e i r  
r ig h ts  u n le s s  th e  S ta t e  c a n  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  
th e  c h i ld  h a s  b e e n  j e o p a r d i z e d  in  s o m e  p a r t i c u l a r  b y  
d e m o n s t r a b l e  p a re n ta l  n e g le c t .  I t  s h o u ld  b e  n o  a n s w e r  
in e i t h e r  S c h e m p p  o r  D a v is  t o  s a y  t h a t  y o u  t a k e  th e  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  a s  y o u  find  it o r  e l s e  p a y  p r iv a te -  
s c h o o l  tu i t io n  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e . 17

E v e r  m u s t  w e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  “ t h e  r ig h ts  o f  c o n ­
s c i e n c e  a r e ,  in  th e i r  n a tu r e ,  o f  p e c u l i a r  d e l i c a c y ,  a n d  
will l i tt le  b e a r  th e  g e n t l e s t  t o u c h  o f  g o v e r n m e n ta l  
h a n d s . ” 18 F o r  w e  s h o u ld  d o  u n t o  o t h e r s  o n ly  w h a t  
w e  w o u ld  h a v e  t h e m  d o  u n to  u s .  □
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66To ABC Schools by Littles"
By C harles L udw ig

Though Abe Lincoln had little formal education, he was a highly educated man.

W hile other  newly elected con­
gressm en needed several 
pages to itemize their edu­
cational background for the 

D ictionary o f  Congress, Abe Lincoln 
used hardly any  space at all. With a 
chuckle , he wrote: “ D efec t iv e ,"  and 
that sum med it up quite neatly.

T hen , a fter  his nomination for  the 
Presidency in I860, he elaborated a little 
to help a campaign biographer. He wrote 
that he had been to  “ ABC schools by 
litt les,”  and that “ all his schooling did 
not am oun t to one y e a r .”

But in addition to his lack of time in 
the schoolroom, there was the deplor­
able quality of his teachers .  Abe re­
mem bered: “ T here  were some schools, 
so called; but no qualification was ever 
required beyond read in ’, w rit in ’, and 
c ipherin’ to  the Rule of Three. If  a  st rag­
gler supposed to unders tand  Latin hap­
pened to sojourn  in the neighborhood, 
he was looked upon as a w iza rd .”

These are the facts. N o  one can deny 
them. But it is a fact too that Lincoln 
authored two or three of the w orld ’s 
great speeches . In the best sense, he 
was a well-educated man. Though he 
did not tarry  long behind an ink-spat­
tered desk with the names of its former 
prisoners carved into the wood, he 
learned from life, godly parents ,  the 
Bible, the few books that came his way, 
and the it inerant p reachers  who waved 
their arm s “ as if they were fighting 
b e e s .”

During the years of L inco ln’s success, 
a minister wrote asking how he got “ this 
unusual power of putt ing th ings .”  Lin­
coln replied: “ I never went to school 
more than twelve months in my life. But 
as you say, this must be a product of 
culture in som e  form. . . . A mong my 
earliest recollections, I rem em ber how, 
when a mere child, I used to get irritated 
when anybody talked to me in a way I 
could not understand. I d o n ’t think I 
ever got angry at anything else in my 
life. But that a lw ays d is turbed my tem ­
per, and has ever since. I can rem em ber 
going to my little bedroom , after  hearing 
the neighbors talk, of an evening, with 
my father, and spending no small part of 
the night walking up and dow n, and try ­
ing to  make out the exact meaning of 
some of their,  to  me, dark  sayings. I 
could not sleep, though I often tried to,

“ His name is A b rah am ,”  she replied 
with a tired smile. “ I ’ve named him after 
his g ran d fa the r ."

The scene in the room com es to us 
by way of Dennis H a n k s ’s often  unre­
liable memory. “ N ancy  was I y in ' thar 
in a  pole bed lookin’ purty  happy. 
T om 'd  built up a good fire and throwed 
a b ’ar skin over the kivers to keep ’em 
w a rm .” Then Betsy Sparrow  washed 
the new baby, “ put a yaller flannel 
petticoat an '  a linsey shirt on him a n ’ 
cooked some dried berries with wild 
honey for N ancy , a n ’ slicked things up 
an '  went home. And th a t ’s all the n u ss ’n 
either of ’em g o t ."

Dennis refused to leave. A new play­
mate had suddenly appeared ,  and he 
wanted to get acquainted . He curled up 
on a bearskin and spent the night. But 
Abe cried so much it was hard to sleep. 
In the morning, after  a hard look at his 
d rawn legs and clenched fists, Dennis 
said, " I t s  skin looks like red cherry  pulp 
squeezed dry in w rink les ."

Taking little Abe in his arm s Dennis 
began to rock him back and forth . But 
this was too much o f  a good thing for  the 
future president. He began to wail and 
refused to relent.  Thoroughly  disgusted, 
Dennis shoved him into the arm s of 
Betsy Sparrow. “ Aunt, take him! H e ’ll 
never come to m u c h .”

T here was no money to spare in the 
Lincoln cabin. But the oblong room 
with its chinked logs, ear th-beaten  floor, 
stone fireplace, and stick chimney over­
flowed with love— Christian love. Many 
descriptions of N ancy H anks  Lincoln 
have filtered through to us and all are in 
fair agreement. Perhaps that o f  Dennis 
H anks is most accurate .  “ Mrs. Lin­
coln . . . was five feet eight inches high.
. . . Her hair was dark  brown, eyes 
bluish-green— keen and loving. Her 
weight was one hundred and th i r ty ."

N ancy was very religious and w hen­
ever there were cam p meetings or other 
religious services nearby, she generally 
a ttended. Tom also was an ardent be­
liever and was usually at her side. A 
neighbor rem em bered an occasion when 
a cabin was filled with those who had 
come to hear a visiting minister.  At the 
conclusion of the lengthy service, N ancy 
was heard to pray: “ Jesus ,  I give every ­
thing to thee. I give thee all. I am wholly 
thine!”

w hen I got on such a hunt after an idea, 
until I had caught it; and when I thought 
I had got it, I was not satisfied until I had 
repeated it over and over, until I had put 
it in language plain enough, as I thought, 
for any boy I knew to comprehend. 
This was a kind o f  passion with me, and 
it has stuck by me, for I am never easy 
now, when I am handling a thought, 
till I have bounded it north  and bounded 
it s o u t h ,  a n d  b o u n d e d  it e a s t ,  and  
bounded it west.  ”

The key to his learning is the phrase, 
“ culture in som e  f o r m ."  To understand 
this culture, we must go back to Hodgen- 
ville, Kentucky. On the Sunday morning 
of February  12, 1809, while early risers 
were reading about N apo leon 's  invasion 
of Spain, and of T hom as Jefferson, who 
was finishing his eighth year as Presi­
dent, N ancy H anks Lincoln was in the 
midst of the struggle to bring her son into 
the world.

The 16- by-18-foot cabin in which the 
struggle was taking place was neither 
better nor worse than the cabins of 
neighbors. The battle was won at “ about 
sun -up ."  After Tom Lincoln had been 
assured by the midwife that everything 
was in good order, he headed down the 
path to where the Sparrows lived. 
" N a n c y ’s got a b o y ,”  he said, his round 
face aglow.

Soon 9-year-old Dennis Hanks— the 
boy adopted  by the Sparrows— was 
hurrying on his way to the Lincoln cabin. 
“ What y a ’ gonna name him, Aunt 
N an c y ? ”  he panted.
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This was the theme of the Lincoln 
home.

Sorrow and the hardships of a raw 
frontier often descended  upon the Lin­
colns. Little T om — A b e’s younger
brother— passed aw ay, and the family 
was constantly  moving. But always, 
regardless o f  the severity of the diffi­
culty, Abe felt su rrounded by love. Dur­
ing his infancy, N ancy  enjoyed  rocking 
him to sleep as she sat on a splint-bot­
tomed chair in front of the fireplace. 
With the chair pushed back on its rear 
legs, she would sing one of the songs 
of the day. A favorite— often used at 
church— included the verse:

“ You may bury me in the east.
You may bury me in the west.
And we'll rise together in the m orn­

ing.”
Early in life, Abe becam e accustomed 

to family w orship, and to seeing his 
parents with heads bowed in prayer. At 
meals, T o m ’s favorite prayer was: "F i t  
and prepare us for humble service, we 
beg for C hris t’s sake. A m en .”

A used Bible containing notes by 
Reverend Ostervald had come into the 
Lincoln home and was used during the 
hour of prayer. A good reader. Nancy 
usually read a chapte r or two. But as 
soon as possible she began to teach 
Abe and Sarah, his sister, to read— using 
the Bible as text. She declared she would 
rather her child know how to read than 
to own a farm. By the time he was 7, 
Abe was reading the Bible at family 
worship.

Nancy had never learned to write,  and 
since Tom  could barely sign his name, 
Abe taught himself the art.  “ For this ac ­
quirement he manifested a great fond­
ness. It was his custom to form letters,  
to write words and sen tences whenever 
he found suitable material.  He scrawled 
them with charcoal,  he scored them in 
the dust ,  in the sand, in the snow— any­
where and  everyw here  that lines could 
be draw n, there he improved his capac­
ity for w rit ing .”  With this skill he be­
came the family scribe.

Toward the end o f  A b e ’s seventh 
year, Tom Lincoln cam e home with a 
traumatic announcem ent.  “ W e’re 
m ovin’ to Ind iana ,”  he said. “ There 
will be free education  for  Abe and Sarah. 
Slavery isn’t allowed. And titles can be 
registered at V incennes, and they are 
plumb su re!”

What all this meant to Abe no one can 
know. But it is certain  that he took note 
of the mysterious pow er of words writ­
ten on paper and then signed by various 
people. The  confusion from such paper 
had kept them on the move.

The cabin Tom Lincqln ultimately

built at Pigeon Creek near the present 
city of Gentryville was a little larger 
than their last home in K entucky. But 
although a num ber of friends had moved 
to the comm unity , there was no church. 
Nancy and Tom tried to in terest the 
comm unity  in building one, but they had 
no success.  The legal system in Indiana 
was better  than that of K entucky ,  but 
they were still living in a raw frontier. 
Years later,  Abe Lincoln wrote a poem 
that describes this rawness. Here is the 
first verse:

“ W hen first my fa ther settled here 
’Twas then the frontier line.
The p an th e r ’s scream filled the night 

with fear,
And bears preyed upon the sw in e .”

But there were schools, and Abe and 
Sarah enrolled. The texts of his school 
books were Bible-centered. Dilworth’s 
Spelling Book was saturated with the 
Word. In a lesson, containing words of 
no more than three letters, it used the 
following sentences:

" N o  man may put off the law of G o d .”  
“ The way of God is no ill w a y .”
"M y  joy is in God all the d a y . "
“ A bad man is a foe to G o d ."

At night, by the glow of the fire, Abe 
studied his speller, read the W ord, and 
chuckled over any o ther books he might 
have borrowed, for he was constantly  
begging the neighbors for something to 
read.

Since Tom and Nancy could not per­
suade the community to erect a church 
building, they joined others in meetings 
in various homes. And being Primitive 
Baptists at this time, they practiced 
closed communion and foo t washing.

Two years after  the Lincolns had 
moved to Pigeon Creek, an epidemic, 
locally known as the “ milk s ickness ,”  
swept the neighborhood. Today we 
know the disease is transmitted by drink­
ing milk from contaminated cows. The 
cows acquire it from eating snakeroot 
— E upatorium  U rticaefolium .

Soon N ancy began to show the sym p­
toms. Tom lowered his head, muttering: 
“  'Tis the heavy hand of Providence 
laid upon me. W hom the Lord loveth He 
chas tene th .”

From his loft in the cabin, Abe heard 
the prayers and listened to the struggles 
as his mother twisted on the corn husk 
mattress. But though Tom prayed 
through his tears, the sum m ons had 
been issued. Early in the morning, 
knowing her moments were numbered, 
Nancy motioned Abe to her side.

" I  am going away from you, and I 
shall not return. I know you will be a 
good boy. Be kind to Sarah and your

father.  I want you to live as I have 
taught you and to  love your heavenly 
F a th e r .”

After she had closed her eyes fo r  the 
last time, Abe got ou t his pocketknife 
and carved the pegs his fa ther  needed to 
build the casket.  Later ,  holding his fa ­
th e r ’s hand, he fo llowed the sled that 
dragged the cherry-wood coffin to the 
nearby cemetery . It was an experience 
he could never forget.

Many months later,  Tom  Lincoln rode 
dow n to  K entucky  and returned with 
his second  wife, Sarah Bush, and her 
children. Fortunate ly , along with the 
loads of “ house p lu nd er ,”  there were 
some books. And these kept Abe up late 
until he had mastered them.

Eight months af te r  N a n c y ’s death , 
believers in the area  were inspired to 
build a church. Tom was elected boss 
carpen te r  and Abe served as one of the 
first janitors. H ere ,  Sarah was con­
verted. But a lthough Abe a ttended reg­
ularly, and som etim es repeated the 
sermon to his parents if they had been 
aw ay, he never made a public confession 
of Christ.  The  only religious organiza­
tion he ever jo ined was the Methodist 
Missionary Society.

But in the years of his Presidency, the 
excellent lessons he had learned at 
Pigeon Creek were always asserting 
themselves. W hen a vengeful, victorious 
N orth  howled for revenge, his motto 
remained, "H a n g  on to th e m ,"  not, hang 
them. Could it be that he learned this 
from N ancy  when she filled a basin and 
washed an unpleasant ne ighbor 's  fee t?  
Perhaps.

During the war-weary years he was 
constantly  going to the Bible, sinking to 
his knees and begging for  wisdom. Could 
it be that he d iscovered this source of 
strength from his parents?  Without a 
doubt.

Is it possible tha t  he forgot the a d ­
monition given to him by his dying 
m other?  To that question, we have 
L incoln 's  ow n answer:

“ W hen I becam e President I did not 
love Him; when God took  my son I was 
greatly im pressed, but still I did not 
love Him; but when I stood upon the 
battlefield of G ettysburg  I gave my 
heart to Chris t,  and I can now say tha t I 
do love my S aviour .”

And so, although A braham Lincoln 
had little formal education , he was ac­
tually a highly educated  man. And the 
best part of his education was that he 
learned from his godly parents and the 
W ord— especially the W ord. □

Charles Ludw ig is a free-lance writer in 
Tucson. A rizona.
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Motherhood Retried
responses to a provocative article

Y our excellent articles on com pulsory  
early schooling art iculated w hat m any 
responsible  parents  m ust have instinc­
tively felt,  tha t  tearing children o f  tender 
years aw ay from  the home environment 
to a t tend  com pulsory  institutionalized 
schooling does far more harm than good. 
That is especially so now w here children 
are used as paw ns in the social engineer­
ing schem es of the all-too-powerful and 
dictatorial courts.

W hat I d idn ’t like about the articles 
was the resigned, sit-back-and-take-it 
a ttitude they seem ed to engender,  and 
the lack of any  imaginative alternatives. 
The articles correctly  state tha t most 
laws are enacted  on the urging o f  p res­
sure groups. Responsible parents  m ust 
form  such a  group and pressure  the legis­
latures or Congress if they ever hope to 
make any  changes.

As to alternatives,  there is a very valid 
alternative, which I was disappointed 
that Australian authoress  M arye  Trim 
failed to mention, and that is co rre ­
spondence school. In  Australia the 
N .S .W . state governm ent,  and  probably 
the o th e r  sta tes,  conduc ts  a co rrespond­
ence school fo r  station children and 
children in the outback. I know . I had 
the good for tune  to  take  co rrespondence 
school fo r  several years  in N .S .W . 
while a child in my fa th e r ’s sheep s ta­
tion. It w ent through all the elem entary 
grades. C orrespondence  pupils, when 
they transfer  to regular schools, are con­
sistently ahead  of o ther pupils in a tti­
tudes and  achievement.

There  is no reason  w hy it w o u ld n ’t

work here  on a  voluntary  basis once 
enabling legislation was passed. I be­
lieve it merits consideration.
D E N N IS  G. ROSE 
Attorney
Sacram ento , California

I thought I was the only one who 
didn’t w ant to  send my child into school 
at such a young age.

I ’m  writing this to  say thank you for 
showing me how  to stand up and fight to 
keep my child at home.
MRS. R H O N D A  B E R N A R D  
Des M oines, Iowa

I was especially impressed by “ M oth­
erhood on Tria l”  and “ The Intangible 
Magic and  W onder o f  C hildhood.”  I

Pholographv by W illiam King

have seen in the younger generation of 
our family the benefits o f  not rushing a 
child into school. H o w ever ,  I would 
caution parents to consider their reasons 
for such action. It should be for  the 
benefit of the child and not because  of 
an emotional problem of the parents—  
“ I c a n ’t let him g o ,”  for example. This, 
too, I have seen.
MRS. DORIS H O W A R D  
Elora, T ennessee

Children sent to school early may be 
better  adjus ted  than children kept at 
home. The mother may be happier he r­
self working part or full time aw ay from 
hom e, and therefore may show  more 
attention to  the children, instead of 
taking her  frustration ou t on the chil­
dren.

In addition, the child sent to school 
may be better  adjus ted  than  the one 
kept at hom e, because he learns to co ­
operate  with peers and adults ,  instead 
of having the mother ca te r  to his every  
selfish whim.

Before I w ent back to w ork , I felt in­
tellectually stifled and did nothing but 
scream at my children impatiently all 
day long. M y children, aged 3 1/2 and 5, 
were equally frustra ted , since there are 
few playmates in their area  and I c o u ld n ’t 
possibly provide enough variety  and so­
cial outlet for them.

N ow  I have an in teresting part-time 
job as an administrative aide and  I feel 
much happier ,  as do the children. 
T h e y ’ve learned lots of worthwhile
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games and general knowledge. We no 
longer feel bored and stifled together 
but joyful and stimulated.
MRS. S H A N N O N  M A R Q U A R D T  
Seattle , W ashington

I agree that too m any children start 
school too young.

My daughter  was 5 and about to enter 
kindergarten, and I knew  she was too 
young. I took her to two different d oc­
tors, since she was a prem ature  baby, 
thinking some exception would be 
made. But no, I was told, she was per­
fectly healthy.

She was fr ightened by school and had 
to repeat the first half of the first grade. 
When the roll was called she used to 
hide in the rest room! But in spite of an 
unhappy beginning, she grew to enjoy 
school.

I cannot see why such an unfair law 
remains on the books.
MRS. H A R O L D  W O R K M A N  
Simi, California

A child of 6 is not ready  for  the rigors 
of school life. 1 plan to  keep my young­
est— now 4 1/2— out of school until he is 
at least 7 or 8 years old, so I may face a 
similar ordeal to Mrs. W addell’s and 
Mrs. F ra n z ’s w hen my son reaches 
school age. They have my support and 
prayers.

1 a m  s o  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  L i b e r t y  b r i n g s  
s u c h  i s s u e s  t o  l i g h t ,  o t h e r w i s e  m a n y  o f  
u s  w o u l d  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t  is  g o i n g  o n  
in  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  t h e  r i g h t s  a n d  f r e e ­
d o m s  t h a t  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  b e i n g  t a k e n  
a w a y .
MRS. P A TR IC IA  V A L L IS  
Fort Bragg, California

I am a retired teacher  with varied e x ­
perience (M .A .,  U .N .D .)  and a firm be­
liever in not starting children in school 
too young.

My fa ther  (a graduate  o f  Trinity Col­
lege in Dublin) held tha t  belief. I was at 
least 7, perhaps 8, w hen  I started. In 
graduating from  high school I was one 
of the youngest in the  class— with top 
grades. I believe a  later start with a little 
more maturity  is to be thanked  for  that. 
MRS. M IN N IE  M. B ERG  
G rand Forks ,  N orth  D akota

1 wish to agree forcefully  with Dr. 
Moore. (Do you know  if the constitu­
tionality of com pulsory  education itself, 
at any  age, and with or without Bible 
reading, has ever been  tested?)

My question and challenge is this:

Is not the very idea of education by force 
a violation of freedom  of speech , f ree ­
dom of p rivacy, f reedom  of religion, due 
process,  and the whole concept of f ree ­
dom ? To prohibit drinking, to collect 
income taxes,  to abolish slavery, am en d­
ments to the constitutions were required. 
By w hat right does a dem ocracy  take 
children by force from  their hom es and 
keep them in a school? I can accep t com ­
pulsory inoculation on the basis of pub­
lic health. But would we willingly accept 
prohibition of smoking by law, or com ­
pulsory physical exercise fo r  adults  in 
the name of the comm on good, or m em ­
orizing the Bill of Rights?

Judy Waddell was concerned  with the 
fact that her child was not ready for  
school. The Amish were concerned  with 
the antireligious influence o f  public high 
schools upon their teen-agers, and  they 
won their case in the Suprem e Court. 
But why restrict the issue to immaturity 
or religious loss? By what right does the 
public school indoctrinate my child in so­
cial theory , philosophy of life, prayer 
or the lack of prayer ,  Thom ism  or 
D eweyism? If lack of education will d e ­
prive him of entry  into the professions 
or o ther  benefits, in a  dem ocracy  should 
that not be his affair? On the o ther hand, 
if he wants to be a  doctor or a  lawyer, let 
him prepare himself and m eet the tests  
of the profession.

H ave the schools proved them selves 
capable of guaranteeing good cit izen­
ship, tolerance, and decent behavior?  
RABBI JA COB C H IN IT Z  
Temple Beth Ami 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

There is a sta tem ent in my January- 
February , 1976, L i b e r t y  article 
“ Motherhood on Tria l”  which should be 
modified (note italicized words) to  say 
that the Stanford-based study by the 
Hewitt Research Foundation  was unable 
to turn up a single early-school-entrance 
law requiring entrance a t 6 years, which 
was fu lly  supported by early-childhood 
research.

The fac t is that all S tates referred  to 
research, and some States, such as Ohio 
(kindergarten legislation), retained 
reputable research agencies, but in none 
of these States which required early 
school entrance  will their rationale 
stand up under cross-disciplinary re ­
search scrutiny.

Following my reference to  Dr. 
Willard Olson about the variation in 
maturity among children, my conclusion 
is based upon many studies and is not 
referring only to Dr. O lson’s as it may

appear.  I should have omitted the word 
“ th u s”  and simply sta ted , “ W hat one 
bright child may be ready to do at 6 may 
still be difficult fo r  ano ther  equally in­
telligent child at 8 or 9 . ”

It should also be noted tha t  in a t­
tempting to translate professional terms 
into lay speech  we may com e short of  
pleasing some of your readers w ho may 
be child developm ent specialists . For  
example, “ auditory  or visual percep ­
tion”  is m uch more meaningful than 
is “ hearing”  or “ v is ion .”  So to  them our 
five-cent words may som etimes seem 
simplistic, which sometimes they are. 
R A Y M O N D  M O O R E  
President
Hewitt Research  C enter 
Berrien Springs, Michigan

I am deeply concerned  over  several 
inaccuracies reported  in the January- 
February  issue of L i b e r t y  in the 
“ M otherhood on T ria l”  article au thored 
by R aym ond M oore. While it is not my 
intention to  en ter  into a  public dialog 
with Mr. Moore, or to  a ttem pt to  di­
minish his personal persuasion, I am 
compelled to  respond to those gross 
misrepresentations o f  fac t he stipulates:

1. Michigan law does not require 
“ children to be taken out of their homes 
by age 6. . . ”  Michigan law (in letter 
and in spirit) does require parents  to 
account fo r  the education  o f  their chil­
dren  and makes ample provision for  
those youngsters who are judged a typi­
cal by com peten t diagnosticians. As 
Mr. Moore should know , the sta tute  
was invoked only a fter  a  fruitless a t­
tempt was made to  cause such diagnosis.

2. The school d istrict was not eager to 
enforce  the law. E n fo rcem ent  was 
initiated only after  it was obvious that 
a num ber of parents (by no m eans all 
Seventh-day Adventis ts) had chosen 
to ignore those verbal and  writ ten a t ­
tempts at conciliation. Mrs. Waddell 
was not “ singled out fo r  p rosecu tion .”

3. To repor t  "d o zen s  o f  nearby 
migrant M exican children ou t of school 
without p ena lty”  is both irresponsible 
and ignorant of the facts.  O ur school 
maintains an excellent bilingual migrant 
education program fo r  the more than 
three hundred  transient children located 
in our area. Additionally we have a 
tw o-m em ber staff who visit each e n ­
cam pm ent during the months of June 
through O ctober in an effort to ensure 
a ttendance  as prescribed by law. Those 
few parents who refuse to  enroll their 
children without valid reason are held 
accountable fo r  their action.
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4. S ta tem en ts  referring to  “ early 
childhood research  overw helm ingly” 
warning against sending children to 
school “ too  ea r ly ”  (which is not defined) 
is indeed curious. To date ,  two expert  
witnesses have indicated a paucity  of 
research  on this question , citing a mere 
three studies addressing this issue.

5. I resen t Mr. M oo re ’s quoting me 
out o f  con tex t in a m anner  supportive 
of his position although diametrical to 
the efforts and total s ta tem ents  I have 
made.

6. The N a tio n 's  Schoo ls  article 
(January , 1973) repor ted  the  results  of 
an opinion poll exclusively concerned  
with 3- and  4-year-olds. I, therefore ,  fail 
to com prehend  its re levance to  the 
current issue which is exclusively co n ­
cerned  with 6-, 7-, and  8-year-olds.

We have  long been a nation o f  laws, 
not o f  men. We are strong partially 
because of ou r  ability to redress  wrongs 
in a pacific m anner through law and our 
judicial system. I, therefore ,  suggest we 
rely on the courts  in the curren t matter 
and refrain from  pass ionate  and inflam­
matory articles that can only serve to 
cloud the tru th , which is the foundation 
of all liberty.
JO N . N . S C H U S T E R  
Superin tendent of Schools 
Berrien Springs, Michigan

[The editors reply:
Was “ Motherhood on Trial” “ passion­

ate and inflammatory,”  as Mr. Schuster 
asserts? Assuming readers have differing 
emotional thresholds, the answer would 
have to be both Yes and No. From our 
perspective, the article was passionate in 
its love of religious freedom. And cer­
tainly LIBERTY’S intent in publishing it 
was to kindle concern for Judy Waddell 
and other mothers similarly motivated 
by conscience.

Turning to the article's alleged inac­
curacies:

1. Michigan educational law is more 
unbending than that of many other States. 
It offers only the following exemptions:

a. A child who is attending a private 
or parochial school.

b. A child regularly employed as a 
page or messenger in the legislature.

c. Children under 9 years of age who 
do not reside within two and one-half 
miles, by the nearest traveled road, of a 
public school. If transportation is fur­
nished for pupils in the district, this ex­
emption does not apply.

d. Any child 12 to 14 years of age 
while in attendance at confirmation 
classes.

e. Any child regularly enrolled in the 
public schools while he or she is in at­
tendance at religious instruction classes 
for not more than two lessons a week.

/ .  A pregnant student may withdraw 
from a regular public school program.

That’s it. The statutory law itself pro­
vides for no other exemptions. Under a 
supplemental program, however, chil­
dren considered “ atypical”  by educa­
tional authorities may be enrolled in an 
alternative program. But, as in the public 
schools, children must be under super­
vision of special educators. Michigan 
statutes make no provision for delay in 
enrolling children in school, nor do they 
make any concessions for religious beliefs 
that differ from the norm. A number of 
other States do offer such relief.

The trial record reveals no evidence of 
educational authorities attempting to 
“ cause such diagnosis.”  Mrs. Waddell 
had such a diagnosis made, but the Ber­
rien Springs schools made no effort to do 
this.

As Dr. Moore stated, the diagnosis 
revealed that 7-year-old Brett was a 5- 
year-old emotionally. His pediatrician 
confirmed that the boy was also about 
age 5 in bone structure and physical coor­
dination.

2. “ The school district was not eager 
to enforce the law .” The fact remains that 
it did so, even after being informed prior 
to the trial that Brett was in school. Had 
the school district not wished to press 
criminal charges, the prosecutor would 
not have proceeded.

3. Migrant children. Berrien Springs 
has, indeed, long had an excellent bi­
lingual migrant educational program and 
an excellent public school system. Dr. 
Moore did not question the quality of 
these programs. What he did question 
was that while all migrant children have 
not been rushed into school, Brett Wad­
dell’s mother was arrested because she 
kept her son out— even though she did so 
on the basis of religious principle, scien­
tific fact, and the recommendation of her 
pediatrician.

4. Dr. Moore calls the research evi­
dence against early schooling “ massive.”  
Readers desiring to check his definition of 
“ massive” might wish to examine Better 
Late Than Early, by Dr. Moore and his 
wife, Dorothy. (Reader’s Digest Press, 
1975, 200 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10017. $7.95.)

5. Dr. Moore’s quote: “ Says Superin­
tendent Jon Schuster of Judy’s school 
district, ‘It’s the law .’ When asked if the 
law might not be bad he replied, ‘As long

as it is on the books we will enforce it .’ ”  
Says Dr. Moore: “ I was not relying on 
hearsay. This is what Dr. Schuster said 
to me— and repeated.”

6. The N ation’s Schools article did, in­
deed, mention only 3- and 4-year-olds. 
Dr. Moore’s statement was: “ The popu­
lar administrators’ journal The N a tion ’s 
Schools found that from 66 to 87 per cent 
of all school administrators had serious 
doubts about laws inducing earlier and 
earlier schooling.” (Our italics.)

The article also said: "Several adminis­
trators cited the research of Raymond 
and Dennis Moore [Dr. Moore’s son] to 
substantiate their negative stand. . . . 
Siding with the Moores (whether they 
knew it or not), 40 per cent of schoolmen 
vetoed early education . . .”

Should LIBERTY simply have left the 
issue to the courts, as Mr. Schuster sug­
gests? Said the United States Supreme 
Court in Mills v. Alabama  (384 U.S. 214): 
“ Suppression of the right of the press to 
praise or criticize governmental agents or 
to clamor and contend for or against a 
change violates the First Amendment by 
muzzling one of the very agencies the 
framers of the Federal Constitution se­
lected to improve the American society 
and keep it free.”

“ Passionate and inflammatory” ? Or 
clamorous and contentious? W e’ll accept 
our readers’ verdict.]

Dr. M oore stated that som e of J u d y ’s 
fr iends pointed to the “ dozens  o f  nearby 
migrant Mexican children ou t of school 
without pena lty .”  M y concern  is 
w hether he investigated this rem ark  to 
be a “ t ru th ”  or a personal opinion. 
There were approximately 520 migrant 
children enrolled in the nearby  school 
districts . Migrant children are treated  as 
any o ther  child in the school district.  If 
legal action  is needed to  get the migrant 
child to school, then legal action is 
taken.

The article is an excellent one. C har­
acter developm ent is im portant in the 
childhood stage. But in pointing it out,  
let us not bring in innocent bystanders.  
IS H M A E L  O L IV A R E S 
Director o f  Migrant Education 
Berrien Springs, Michigan

The cover  o f  the January -F ebruary  
1976 issue, “ M otherhood on T r ia l ,”  was 
captivating! And the backup  article was 
magnificent. I c a n ’t “ preach  like P au l ,”  
but I can send these magazines out and 
I know their effect.
R U B E N  S C H IA U  
Scottsdale, Arizona
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C ourt R ules T itle VII 
A pplies to U nion B eliefs

N E W  O R L E A N S — Em ployers  and la­
bor organizations must a ttem pt to ac­
com m odate  workers w ho refuse to join 
or financially support a labor organiza­
tion because  of religious beliefs, accord ­
ing to the United States C ourt of Ap­
peals for  the Fifth Circuit.

In C ooper  v. General D ynam ics  the 
court on June  9 held that under  Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 “all forms 
and aspects  of religion, how ever eccen­
tric, are p rotec ted , excep t those that 
cannot be, in practice and  with honest 
effort, reconciled with a businesslike 
op e ra t io n .”

The question  now is “ w hether  appel­
lants’ religious doctrine . . . can be 
reasonably accom m odated  by the E m ­
ployer and the Union without undue 
hardship to the conduct of the Em ploy­
e r ’s business or to  the U n io n .”  The 
court rem anded the case  to  the Federal 
District Court fo r  the N orthern  District 
of T exas for  that determination.

The case  originated in 1972 when 
three Seventh-day A dventis ts— Howard 
C ooper,  Rita Kimball,  and  Howard T. 
H opkins— working at the Convair  A ero ­
space Division of G eneral Dynamics in 
Fort W orth  refused to join or to pay the 
equivalent of dues and fees  to the In ter­
national Association of Machinists after 
the com pany  and union agreed to an 
agency shop provision in their collective 
bargaining unit. The three offered to pay 
an am oun t equivalent to dues to a char­
ity.

C atholic  T eachers V ote  
R epresen tation  by U nion

LOS A N G E L E S — Lay teachers at 26 
high schools opera ted  by the Roman 
Catholic archdiocese o f  Los Angeles 
have voted to unionize, and  church  offi­
cials say they may challenge the election 
in court.

The archdiocese has taken  the position 
that the governm ent-conducted  election 
was a  violation of separation  of church 
and s tate  because  parochial schools do 
not receive governm ent aid.

The teachers  voted 236 to 106 for the 
union in the election conducted  by the 
National L abor Relations Board over 
the opposition of Cardinal Tim othy Man­
ning and o ther  archdiocesan officials. 
An estim ated 600 teachers  were eligible 
to cast secret ballots to decide on repre­

sentation by a union affiliated with the 
American Federation of T eachers .

Teachers  have charged the archdio­
cese illegally spied on them , fired 10 for 
union activit ies, and  used o the r  “ coer­
c ive”  tactics to halt the unionization 
drive. The charges are pending before  
the N LR B .

C om m ission  A dvocates R epeal 
of C anadian  B lue Law

O TTA W A , Ontario— The L ord 's  Day 
Act should be repealed because  m any 
of its provisions against Sunday activity 
have been largely neutralized by other 
federal and provincial laws, C an ad a ’s 
Law  Reform  Commission said.

The commission told Justice Minister 
Ronald Basford tha t the 1906 act is p rac ­
tically inoperative, although it has led 
to dozens of m ajor court cases ,  often 
with conflicting results.

The L o rd ’s Day Act gives the 10 
Canadian provinces the right to opt out,

Unidentified free black sailor is por­
trayed in painting dating to 1779. John F. 
Miller, vice-president of the Newport Bi­
centennial committee, has described the 
recently found painting as one of the most 
significant art discoveries of the Bicenten­
nial. He said the Revolutionary War sailor 
may have been a member of the ship G en­
eral W ashington, a 20-gun privateer 
shown in the background of the painting.

pass their ow n Sunday  laws, or am end 
the federal ac t  as they wish. M ost have 
done one o f  the three.

M any provincial governm ents  have 
delegated to  municipalit ies the pow er to 
govern w hat stores m ay  open on Sun­
days.

O rth od ox L eader P rop oses  
C h u rch -S ta te  Separation

A T H E N S — G reek  O rthodox M etro­
politan Pandeleimon o f  Corin th  has p ro ­
posed separation  of church  and state—  
if that is necessary— to leave the church  
free to regulate its ow n spiritual and 
administrative affairs.

In an encyclical read during services 
in congregations of his diocese, the 
metropolitan reviewed 150 years of 
G reek church-sta te  relations.

“ The in terventions of the G reek  
s ta te ,”  he w ro te ,  “ either immediately 
or through political fac tors ,  into matters 
of the Church  of G reece ,  such as the 
election of the archbishops or metropoli­
tans, have never  ceased ,  and through 
different decrees  and  church  charters  the 
O rthodox Church  of G reece  has becom e 
a pitiful toy in the hands of the s ta te .”

H e charged tha t  several politicians are 
seeking to make the church  captive of 
independent,  lay O rthodox  organiza­
tions.

W C C  L eader C ites “ C o n cern ”  
for W itnesses in M alaw i

G E N E V A — Dr. Philip A. Potter, gen­
eral secre tary  o f  the World Council of 
C hurches, has expressed  “ serious co n ­
c e rn ”  over reports  of persecution of 
Jeh o v a h ’s W itnesses in the Central Afri­
can country  o f  Malawi.

Periodic reports  since 1972 said J e ­
h o v a h ’s W itnesses were being impris­
oned and beaten  in Malawi because  of 
their refusal on religious grounds to  join 
the ruling Congress Party  or take  part in 
political activities.

In a message to M alawi’s President 
Hastings Banda, Dr. Potter  said the 
World Council has received reports  of 
Witnesses being persecuted  and to r­
tured. “ The information we have on this 
m atter causes serious concern  to  u s , ”  
he declared.

The W CC general secretary noted 
that his organization has always en ­
couraged Chris tians to p rom ote  actively 
the welfare of the countries in which 
they live. But, he added, “ the  fu nd a­
mental human right of such part ic ipa­
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tion also involves the freedom  to dissent 
as well as the freedom  to join any par­
ticular grouping or p a r ty .”

Dr. Po tter  said that Malawi’s “ appar­
ent policy o f  com pulsory  m em bersh ip”  
in the Congress Party represen ts  a cu r­
tailment of hum an rights, and  that puni­
tive m easures  against persons w ho do 
not join are unjustifiable.

E ire ’s P rim e M in ister O pposes  
L egal D ivorce , C ontraception

D U B L IN — The question  o f  legalized 
divorce and  contracep tion  in Ireland has 
draw n a firm N o  from Prime Minister 
Liam C osgrave, responding to sugges­
tions advocated  by a m em ber of his 
Cabinet.

Proposing divorce and contraception 
was Dr. G arret Fitzgerald, I re land’s fo r­
eign minister. In a m ajor  speech he 
said tha t  the fu ture  o f  I re lan d ’s soci­
ety must be a variegated one, one  em ­
bracing a “ multiplicity of d ifferences”  
and som etim es clashing interests  that 
must try  to  live together in fraternal un ­
ity.

The foreign minister, a practicing 
Roman Catholic, said it seemed to him 
that certain steps must be taken soon to 
protect and advance  the rights of indi­
viduals and groups within Ireland.

Dr. Fitzgerald urged elimination of 
legal anomalies that were damaging re ­
spect fo r  law, adding that  it would re­
move the charge that the constitution 
and the laws of the Republic of Ireland 
are unduly influenced by the teaching of 
the R oman Catholic Church.

Another governm ent minister, Dr. 
Conor Cruise O 'B rien ,  gave strong sup­
port to  Dr. F itzgera ld’s views. H e  said 
the great m ajority  of I re land’s people 
would support  the changes. It was nec­
essary , he said, to  have a state in which 
the rights o f  minorities are respected .

H ow ever ,  despite  the views of these 
two influential leaders o f  the National 
Coalition G overnm ent,  Prime Minister 
Cosgrave let it be know n in Parliament 
that there would be no proposals fo r  leg­
islation on the divorce and con tracep­
tion issues.

O rthodox Jew s to  G et 
K osher P rison  D iet

W A S H IN G T O N , D .C .— O rthodox
Jewish prisoners in United States gov­
ernm ent institutions may receive a 
kosher diet, according to new regula­

tions passed by the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons.

According to the policy change, 
O rthodox Jewish prisoners— “ to the 
extent permitted by budgetary limita­
tions or o ther  custodial considera t ions"  
— shall be provided food and utensils 
that meet the K ashru th  or kosher s tand­
ards specified by the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America.

A spokesm an fo r  the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons said the kosher diet is the first 
alternate diet fo r  religious reasons pro­
vided in the 46-year history of the 
bureau. The policy change resulted from 
negotiations between bureau officials 
and a tto rneys  for  Orthodox Jewish o r ­
ganizations.

Since 1969, how ever,  the bureau has 
observed a policy of posting menus at 
all Federal prisons 10 days in advance 
so Black Muslim prisoners can avoid 
foods containing pork. The policy for 
kosher food goes further by making 
provisions for  an alternative diet.

A rm y W ill B uild  C hapel 
for Jew s at W est Point

W E S T  PO IN T , N .Y .— Construction 
of a Jewish chapel at the United States 
Military A cadem y at West Point has 
been authorized  by A rmy Secretary 
Martin R. Hoffmann.

The $5 million privately-financed 
chapel will be situated midway between

the Protestant and Catholic chapels at 
the academ y, overlooking the parade 
grounds and the H udson  River.

In the cerem ony in W ashington, D .C., 
announcing the Jewish chapel, Mr. Hoff­
mann called it a “ historic occas io n .”  
The chapel represen ts  the culmination 
of a 20-year campaign by Jewish West 
Point cadets  and alumni to build a Jewish 
chapel at the academ y. Some $400,000 
has been raised for the project.

There are currently  33 Jew s in the 
4,400-member cadet corps  at West 
Point. Jew s at West Point have long 
held their religious services on Friday 
evenings in a chemistry lecture hall. The 
cadets are jo ined by 70 Jewish officers, 
enlisted men, and their dependents .

West Point has alw ays had a thriving 
Jewish comm unity , both religiously and 
socially. One of the two m em bers  of the 
first graduating class in 1802 was Simon 
Levy, who later helped establish the 
U.S. Military Philosophical Society.

Suprem e C ourt B ars C ivil C ourts  
From  R eview ing  C hurch  D ecisions

W A S H IN G T O N . D C .— The Supreme 
Court of the United S tates has ruled 
that when ecclesiastical tr ibunals o f  a 
hierarchical church “ decide disputes 
over the governm ent and direction of 
subordinate bodies, the Consti tution re ­
quires that civil courts  accep t their de-

T he U .S . Suprem e Court has upheld , by a 5 to 4 vote , the constitu tionality  o f  state  
support for  church-related co lleges.

T he current m em bers o f  the U .S . Suprem e Court are, front row , from  left: A sso ­
ciate Justice Byron R. W hite, A ssociate  Justice W illiam  J . B rennan, Jr.* C h ief Justice  
W arren E. Burger, A ssociate  Justice P otter  Stewart and A ssoc iate  Justice  T hurgood  
M arshall. In back are, from  left: A ssociate  Justices W illiam  H . R ehnquist, Harry A . 
Blackm un, L ew is P o w ell, and John  P . Stevens.
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cisions as b inding.”
The C o u r t ’s decision in Serbian E a st­

ern O rthodox D iocese  v. D ionisije  re ­
versed a 1975 ruling of the Illinois 
Suprem e Court that “ the proceedings 
of the M other Church  respecting 
Dionisije were procedurally  and subs tan­
tively defective under  the internal regu­
lations of the M other Church  and were 
therefore  arb itra ry  and invalid .”

Suprem e C ourt Justice William J. 
Brennan, J r . ,  explained for the majority: 

“ The fallacy fatal to the judgment 
of the Illinois Suprem e C ourt is that it 
res ts  upon an impermissable rejection of 
the decis ions of the highest ecclesiasti­
cal tribunals of this hierarchical church 
upon the issues in d ispute , and  im per­
missibly substitutes its ow n inquiry into 
church polity and resolutions based 
thereon of those d isp u tes .”

Justice B rennan said the First and the 
Fourteen th  A m endm ents  prevent civil 
courts  from inquiring w hether  the rele­
vant hierarchical church  governing body 
has pow er under  church  law because 
such a determination might necessita te 
the interpre tation of ambiguous reli­
gious law and usage. To allow civil 
courts to probe that deeply into the allo­
cation of pow er within a hierarchical 
church “ would violate the First A m end­
ment in much the same m anner as civil 
determination of religious doc tr ine .”  

The case began in 1963 w hen the Holy 
Assembly of Bishops and the Holy Synod 
of the Serbian O rthodox  C hurch, both 
located in Yugoslavia, suspended and ul­
timately rem oved and defrocked  Bishop 
Dionisije, appointed ano ther  bishop for 
the A merican-Canadian  Diocese, and 
then reorganized it into three dioceses.

Dissenting Justice William H. Rehn- 
quist,  joined by Justice  John Paul S te­
vens, thought tha t since both sides of 
the con troversy  had invoked the juris­
diction of the Illinois court “ it was en ­
titled to  ask if the real bishop . . . would 
please stand up. The protracted  pro­
ceedings in the Illinois courts  were de­
voted to  the ascerta inm ent of who that 
individual was, a question  which the 
Illinois courts  sought to  answ er by appli­
cation of the canon law of the church , 
just as they would have attem pted  to de­
cide a  similar dispute among the m em ­
bers of any o ther voluntary association. 
The Illinois courts  did not in the rem ot­
est sense inject their doctr inal p refer­
ence into the d ispu te .”

State G rants O .K . for C olleges  
Not “ P ervasively  S ectar ian ”

W A S H IN G T O N , D C.—-The Supreme 
Court of the United States has ruled that 
a state may give per capita grants to 
church-affiliated colleges that are not 
“ pervasively sec tar ian” if the grants 
are not used for  “ sectarian p u rp o se s .”

Maryland began the challenged grant 
program in 1971, offering funds to ac ­
credited private insti tutions except those 
offering only seminarian or theological 
degrees, provided no funds are used for 
sectarian purposes.  The program is ad­
ministered by the S ta te ’s Board of Pub­
lic W orks, assisted by the Maryland 
Council for Higher Education. The in­
stitution m ust state that it will no t use 
the funds for sectarian purposes and 
must outline how the funds will be used. 
It also must file a “ Utilization of Funds 
R eport”  by the end of the fiscal year.

Speaking for  the 5 to 4 majority , Ju s ­
tice H arry  A. Blackmun said tha t a 
“ system of governm ent that m akes itself 
felt as pervasively as ours could hardly 
be expected  never to cross paths with the 
church. . . . The Court has enforced  a 
scrupulous neutrality by the state, as 
among religions, and also as between 
religious and o ther activit ies, but a her­
metic separation of the two is an impos­
sibility it never requ ired .”  He cited 
cases dealing with transportation  and 
textbooks for children in church-affili­
ated elementary schools.

Justice Blackmun held the Maryland 
law does not have the “ primary effec t”  
of advancing religion and that “ exces­
sive entanglement with religion”  had 
not been proved in administration by 
state officials.

Citing previous cases allowing state 
aid to colleges and universit ies tha t are 
not “ pervasively sec tar ian”  if the aided 
programs are totally secular, Justice 
Blackmun said the four R oman Catholic 
colleges in question were not so per­
vasively sectarian that secular activies 
could not be separated from  sectarian 
ones. (A United Methodist college was 
dropped from the case when it aban ­
doned its church affiliation.)

Though the colleges are formally 
affiliated with the R oman Catholic 
Church, Justice Blackmun reasoned, 
they are characterized by a high degree 
of autonom y. They do not receive any 
funds from, nor make reports  to , the

church. Though the church  is rep re ­
sented on their governing boards , “ no 
instance of entry  o f  church  considera­
tions into college decis ions was sh o w n .”  

Though the colleges employ Roman 
Catholic chaplains and  hold R oman 
Catholic services on cam pus ,  a ttendance  
is not required , said the Court. The  “ en­
couragem ent of spiritual developm ent 
is only ‘one secondary  ob jec t ive ’ and 
‘at none of these institutions does this 
encouragem ent go beyond providing the 
opportunit ies o r  occasions for  religious 
exp er ien ce .’ ”

M andatory  religion or theology 
courses  are taught, primarily by Roman 
Catholic clerics, but these only supple­
ment a liberal arts  program, Justice 
Blackmun observed. N ontheology 
courses are taught in an “ a tm osphere  of 
intellectual f r e ed o m ”  and without “ re ­
ligious p re s su re s .”  Some classes begin 
with prayer ,  though this is not required 
by any  policy, and some instructors 
wear clerical garb. Both are “ peripheral 
to the sub jec t  of religious pe rm ea tio n .”  

T w o key  fac tors  seem ed to  be that ,  
apart from  their theology departm ents ,  
the colleges did not hire faculty  on a 
religious basis and s tudents  are admitted 
without any religious qualifications.

Concluded Justice  Blackmun: “ We 
must assum e that the colleges, and the 
Council, will exercise their delegated 
control over use o f  the funds  in com ­
pliance with the sta tu tory , and therefore 
the constitutional, mandate .  It is to be 
expected  tha t they will give a wide berth  
to ‘specifically religious ac tiv ity ,’ and 
thus minimize constitutional questions. 
Should such questions arise, the courts  
will consider th e m .”

F our dissenting justices filed three 
opinions. Justice William J. Brennan, 
J r . ,  jo ined by Justice T hurgood M ar­
shall, objec ted  to “ paym ent o f  general 
subsidies to religious institutions from 
public fu n d s .”  He said such subsidies 
“ tend to  prom ote that type of in terde­
pendence  betw een religion and state 
which the First A m endm ent was de­
signed to p re v e n t ."  Justice  Po tter  S tew ­
art objec ted  tha t all fou r  colleges re ­
quired com pulsory  religion courses that 
could be used to proselytize students. 
Justice John Paul S tevens said such sub­
sidies carry  with them the “ pernicious 
tendency . . .  to tem pt religious schools 
to com prom ise  their religious mission 
without wholly abandoning i t .”
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PERSPECTIVE

Should  P eople Be F orced  to O bserve  
Sunday?

In his M ay 7 article in Christianity  
Today, the editor, H aro ld  Lindsell,  
s tressed the need for a  re turn  to a more 
careful and  meaningful o bservance  of 
Sunday. We obviously agree with him 
when he quotes  Je s u s ’ s ta tem ent that the 
Sabbath  was made fo r  man, and  then 
indicates that “ som ehow , man today 
d o e sn ’t seem to apprecia te  this f a c t .”

W e feel , how ever ,  we m ust take  issue 
with C hristianity T o d a y ’s ed itor over 
two m ajor  points. One is his insistence 
that Sabbath  observance  must be legis­
lated and  the o ther  is his equating of 
Sunday  with the scriptural Sabbath.

Lindsell claims that the only way 
Sunday  observance  can be accom plished 
“ is by force  of legislative fiat through 
the duly elected officials o f  the p eo p le .”  
This is a  shocking sta tem ent.  It is our 
firm conviction  that those  who are in 
favor o f  laws enforcing “ the proper  use 
of the L o rd ’s D a y ”  or any  o ther  day of 
religious significance, how ever sincere 
and honest  they may be, are blinded to 
the results  that would surely follow.

The uniting of church  and state can 
happen  subtly ,especia lly  under the guise 
of, as Lindsell puts it, “ effective hu­
m aniza tion .”

The constitutional provision tha t“ Con- 
gress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment o f  religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise th e reo f”  is a safeguard 
that has kept our nation relatively free 
of intolerance and persecution. To e n ­
force  by civil authority  any  religious 
practice ,  even if it be for the general 
welfare of man, will constitute  a flagrant 
violation o f  this safeguard.

Lindsell a t tem pts  to lift Sunday ob­
servance ou t of the religious domain  in 
his concluding argum ents  by saying, 
“ The proper  use of the L o rd 's  Day, 
wholly apart from any  religious implica­
tions, can  com e about by free choice or 
it can be legislated.”  It is almost impos­
sible, if not absolutely impossible, in a 
Christian-oriented nation to properly  
create  o r  use a  secular rest day “ wholly 
apart from  any religious implication.”  
Lindsell himself, in setting forth  his be­
liefs, has failed to show how it can be 
done. His opening sentence declares 
that in the United States “ Sunday ob­
servance is virtually d e a d .”  This fac t is 
inseparably related to  the religious

realm. A major part o f  his theme is the 
secularization o f  Sunday. He offers as 
one of the reasons the “ changing atti­
tude of so m any in the Church about the 
written Word of G o d .”  His article is 
punctuated  with words such as “ theo­
logical liberalism,”  “ Sabbath  keeping,”  
“ denial of any  a b so lu te s ,”  “ G o d ’s 
D a y ,”  “ Sabbath  ob se rv an ce .”  These 
terms and phrases cannot be relegated 
to  the secular.

May we suggest that if one of the 
m ajor causes of Sunday secularization is 
located within the church  itself, then let 
the churches ,  not the state, rem edy the 
situation. It will be a sad day when the 
churches must seek aid from civil au­
thorities to force their m em bers to keep 
any day holy. If we can learn anything 
from history, it is that in countries that 
have tried to do this the spiritual quality 
of nominal church  m em bers has been 
very low.

This brings us to our second issue: 
the holiness of Sunday. There is no “ un­
breakable  com m and  o f  G o d ” or “ obliga­
tion resting on the bald notion of the 
divine au th o r i ty ,”  as Lindsell puts it, to 
honor Sunday. It is unfortunate  that the 
writer and editor should appeal to the 
authority  of Scripture on a subject that 
has no scriptural authority! Could it be 
that at least a portion o f  the theological 
liberalism and the opening of infidelity's 
doors  is traceable to  a general disregard 
for G o d 's  holy law, which unequivocally 
declares that the seventh  day is the Sab­
bath of the Lord?

W e agree completely  with Zonder- 
v an ’s N ew  International D ictionary o f  
the Christian C hurch, under the article 
“ S ab b a th "  that “ it is c lear that Jesus, 
His disciples, and the Jewish Christians 
observed the S ab ba th”  (p. 870). We 
fur ther  agree with the same dictionary 
that the term “ L o rd ’s D a y ,”  found once 
in the Scriptures (Revelation 1:10), as 
being Sunday “ is unprovab le ,”  and 
that “ no evidence for  the equating of 
Sabbath and Sunday is found before the 
end o f  the third c en tu ry ”  (p. 940).

Usage does no t determine right or 
wrong w hen it com es to religious mat­
ters. Our only authority  is Scripture. 
L indsell’s equating Sunday with Sab­
bath ,  seventh  day and L o rd ’s day, 
cannot be supported  by  Old or N ew  
T estam ent scriptures.

If  people  wish to observe  Sunday as 
a res t day , that is their right, and they

should be protected  from  anything that 
would interfere with their doing so. By 
the same token, those who conscien­
tiously worship on the seventh-day Sab­
bath should not be compelled to honor 
Sunday because som eone else reveres  
it as the Sabbath. N either should the 
Sundaykeeper be compelled to keep the 
seventh-day Sabbath  because that day 
is considered by others to be the S ab­
bath.

The far-reaching possible results  of 
Lindsell’s suggestions fo r  Sunday  o b ­
servance are frightening. If by law all 
highway travel is stopped on Sunday 
except for “ church  a ttendance  or genu­
ine necess it ies ,”  tha t  m eans  virtually 
every  bus and  automobile would grind to 
a halt. Then if, as suggested, every  
store, fac tory , and res tau ran t is closed 
and all frantic searching “ for  p leasu re ,”  
w hatever  that means, is s topped, all you 
have left to do is either stay home o r  go 
to church. T hen  if a  crisis arises,  such 
as nuclear war, or moral anarchy ,  the 
next step could easily be a national call 
to  repentance , beginning with m anda­
tory attendance  at church  on Sunday.

Lindsell’s closing rem ark  “ Surely we 
have been sent into the kingdom for 
such a time as th is”  is significant. These 
words are from  the book of Esther .  
W hat was the issue in Q ueen  E s th e r ’s 
day?  A conflict be tw een the right of the 
state to com m and w orship and  tha t  of 
the individual to choose o b jec t  and 
mode of worship. It s tarted because  one 
man, H am an, dem anded  of the men 
around him the defe rence  that Morde- 
cai felt belonged only to God. H am an 
recognized the basis of M o rdeca i’s ob ­
jection as a Jew , and  his w rath  was so 
aroused that he persuaded  the king to 
try to  destroy  the whole of M ordeca i’s 
people.

Is it possible that even well-inten­
tioned Christian theologians are con­
fused over the meaning of “ such a  time 
as th is” ? We trust and pray  that Ameri­
c a ’s spiritual welfare might not be en ­
trusted  to  politicians, but will remain the 
province of dedica ted church  leaders 
who do not seek to  rely on the strong 
arm of the s tate, but ra ther on the mighty 
arm of God and the authority  o f  His 
Word.

J. R. S P A N G L E R  
Editor, M inistry  Magazine
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LIBERTY AND 1HE LAW

T he C h u rch ’s L aundry and the  
Law of the Land

By Klvin L. Benton

Pfeifer v. Christian Science C om m ittee  
on P ublications fo r  the S ta te  o f  Illinois, 
334 N .E .  2d 876 (App. Ct. III. 1975).

C ourts  are accustom ed to making 
hard decisions. If the cases  they decide 
had been easy to settle, most o f  them 
w ouldn 't  have been in court to begin 
with. But even courts  recognize hot po ­
tatoes. The Appellate Court of Illinois 
knew it had one on its hands w hen it 
was asked to  decide w ho was a heretic. 
And the court d ropped it like a hot 
potato.

The c o u r t ’s report of the controversy  
is deceptively brief. Ben F. Pfeifer, a 
mem ber in good standing of the C hris­
tian Science C hurch, accused  the Chris­
tian Science C om m ittee on Publications 
for the State of Illinois of failing to 
straighten out Ralph W. Cessna, who 
advertised in the C hristian Science  
Journal as a Christian Science practi­
tioner.

C essn a ’s teachings, Pfeifer alleged, 
“ seriously departed  from the church 
tenets set for th  in the bylaws of the 
church . . . [and] w ere departures  from 
the teachings o f  Mary Baker E d d y .”  
Pfeifer contended  also that the church 
manual, as revised by Christian Science 
founder E ddy ,  “ is the only law for gov­
ernm ent of the Christian Science m ove­
m e n t ,"  and that  it imposes on the C om ­
mittee on Publications the duty  to correct 
“ impositions on the public in regard 
to Christian Science, injustices done 
Mrs. Eddy or m em bers  of the church 
by the daily press, by periodicals, or 
circulated literature o f  any  so r t .”

According to Pfeifer, the Committee 
on Publications and o thers  conspired 
on a “ continuing basis in condoning 
substitution of o ther  than genuine Chris­
tian Science to flow through the church 
organization in Illinois through the 
Christian Science periodicals and al­
lowing same to be corrup ted  . . . and in 
conspiring to allow stand [sic] substi­
tution for genuine Christian Science in 
the name o f  ‘the Association of the S tu­
dents of Ralph W. C essna ,  C .S .B . ’

When the C om m ittee  declined to  take 
action against C es sn a ’s teachings, a  dis­
appointed Pfeifer filed suit in the Circuit 
Court of Cook C ounty ,  asking for an in­

junction to stop the practice of Chris­
tian Science in Illinois until it could be 
shown to be in accordance  with church 
bylaws. He dem anded  also that dis tribu­
tion of Christian Science publications 
be stopped until they were proven in 
harm ony with the church manual.

Circuit Court Judge Abraham W. 
Brussell made short work of P fe i fe r’s 
complaint, dismissing it on grounds that 
the court lacked jurisdiction to decide 
what it would have to decide— w hether 
C essna 's  teachings were in conformity  
with those of the c h u rc h ’s founder .

Predictably, Pfeifer appealed. The 
s ta te’s Appellate Court took a longer 
look at the issues raised by the com ­
plaint but came to the same conclusion 
as did the trial court— that there was no 
legitimate way for C aesar to get in­
volved with G o d 's  affairs unless som e­
b o d y ’s property  rights were involved. 
Since Pfeifer had not alleged any  dam ­
age except to the dignity o f  church 
teachings, the court left him as it had 
found him— unhappy with his c h u rc h ’s 
publications but unable to get anybody 
to help him stop their circulation.

Appellate Court Justice Edw ard  J. 
Egan cited the First A m en dm en t’s p ro­
vision protecting free exercise  of reli­
gion as a principal de terrent to court 
adjudication of the controversy . Egan 
admitted it was difficult to  figure out 
what all Pfeifer’s grievances were about,  
but asserted  that it “ is sufficiently 
clear that the heart of his complaint is 
an allegation that Ralph W. C essn a 's  re ­
ligious teachings deviated from  the ten­
ets of the Christian Science faith as 
promulgated by Mary Baker E d d y .” 
Justice Egan added that “ the court ,  if 
it retained jurisdiction, would be re­
quired to make a factual determination 
whether the teachings of C essna  were 
in conformity  with those of Mary Baker 
E d d y ."

Justice Egan saw court interference 
in doctr inal disagreement as a potential 
judicial takeover in religious affairs. He 
cited an 1871 Illinois Supreme Court 
opinion in a case involving Episcopal 
Church discipline: “ We have no right, 
and, therefore ,  will not exercise the 
pow er, to  dictate ecclesiastical law. We 
do not aspire to become de fa c to  heads 
of the church , and, by construction or 
otherwise, abrogate its laws and canons. 
We shall not inquire w hether  the al­
leged omission is any offense. This is

no forum  fo r  such adjudication. The 
church should guard its own fold; enact 
and construe  its own laws; enforce  its 
own discipline; and thus will be main­
tained the boundary  betw een the tem ­
poral and spiritual p o w er .”

The court  did not strip itself of all 
pow er over any controversy  tha t might 
arise in connection with a church. Ju s­
tice Egan cited several cases  where 
courts  had decided cases involving prop­
erty  rights of churches and their m em ­
bers. But he sided with the United 
States Suprem e Court in its assertion 
that “ First A m endm ent values are 
plainly jeopardized w hen church prop­
erty  litigation is made to turn on the 
resolution by civil courts  of con trover­
sies over  religious doctr ine and p rac­
tice .”

Justice  Egan d idn’t say that churches 
d o n ’t have a duty to be just. F rom  an­
o ther old (1908) Illinois decision he bor­
rowed a  summation of the rightful divi­
sion o f  authority: “ Church tr ibunals 
ought to  perform their functions hon­
estly, impartially, and justly , with due 
regard to  their constitutional powers,  
sound morals and the rights o f  all who 
are interested; but,  if tyranny, force, 
fraud, oppression , or corruption  prevail,  
no civil rem edy exists for such abuse 
except w here it trenches upon some 
property  or civil r igh t.”

Summing up the authorities he relied 
on, Justice Egan concluded that “ it is 
c lear that religious disputes are an area 
the courts  are reluctant to enter ; and, if 
they must, they tread warily; but they 
will not venture into the quagmire of 
d ogm a.”

Dogma— and with it doctrine from all 
sources along with its interpretation— is 
indeed a quagmire fo r  a civil court. It has 
long been truly held that heresy is no 
proper concern  of the law. If courts  had 
pow er to decide which claim to truth is 
legitimate, censorship and persecution 
would be the early outw orking of the 
exercise of that power. History has not 
been kind to governm ents  whose courts  
were the arbiters of ecclesiastical 
truth. Justice  Egan was right. I t ’s the 
ch u rch 's  business to do its own wash in 
its own laundry.

Elvin L . Benton is an a ttorney handling  
religious liberty affairs fo r  the C olum bia  
Union Conference o f Seventh-day A d ­
v e n tis ts ,  T a k o m a  P a rk , M a ry la n d .
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LETTERS

H ung H siu -ch ’uan

O ur office has received L i b e r t y  fo r  
quite a while, and I read each issue with 
en joym ent and with appreciation of the 
combination o f  deep piety and  respect 
for religious differences and religious 
rights that characterizes  your magazine. 
I w as, therefore ,  som ew hat surprised to 
find in the M ay-June 1976 issue, on page 
3, a  sentence which seem ed to be tray  a 
disrespectful bias against Judaism. In 
the article about H ung H siu -ch ’uan the 
au thor states: “ H ad  he concentra ted  on 
the Serm on on the Mount, Hung might 
be rem em bered  at the least as a benevo­
lent despot.  But his interests centered  
more on Sinai than on M ount M oriah .”  
This sentence  fos ters  the inaccurate 
s tereotype of the Old T estam en t and its 
God as harsh and despotic ,  com pared  to 
the loving divinity portrayed  in the New 
T estam ent.  At the very least, I am sure 
you will agree tha t such an unders tand­
ing is simplistic and dis torts the sophisti­
cation of both Scriptures . In addition, it 
fans dangerous prejudices and  is thus 
quite ou t o f  charac te r  fo r  your publica­
tion.

It is only because I am so admiring of 
your basic concerns tha t  I ’ve w anted  to 
write you. I felt tha t  you  would be happy 
to have this problem pointed out.
RABBI R O B E R T  SA K S 
B ’nai B ’rith Hillel Foundation  
U niversity  of Maryland 
College Park , Maryland

Che man Who Played Sod

B ib le C oncept of F reedom

I ’ve received L i b e r t y  fo r  several 
years and have always enjoyed  it. H o w ­
ever,  in this issue you  seemed to  outdo 
yourself. I read with special interest the 
two articles on the “ Bible concept of 
f r e ed o m ,”  which has been a concept 
hard for me to unders tand. These arti­
cles c leared aw ay much o f  the fog.

I also especially liked “ Je ru sa lem ,” 
by H enry  Baasch, as I enjoy Biblical 
history. This article so beautifully tied 
the ancient Jerusalem to the N ew  Jeru sa ­
lem. I would like to  see L i b e r t y  print 
more articles of this nature.
MRS. D IA N E  L. C A N F IE L D  
Olympia, W ashington

T he G reat T extbook  W ar
Your article “ The G reat Textbook 

W a r”  reminded me o f  the saying, 
“ Think as I th ink or you are a toad !”  
Parents  do not have an exclusive right 
to shut their children off from the world 
and refuse them access  to  ideas the par­
ents disagree with.

Tw o books you mention , Allen G ins­
berg 's  poem s and C leaver’s Soul on Ice, 
I read as a teen-ager on my own and did 
not find them “ morally w arp ing .”  Quite 
the contrary . C leaver’s account made 
me a  perm anent antiracist.  The book 
made me realize how bitter, sadistic, 
and antisocial are the effects of racism 
on individuals and society. Cleaver 
faced racial hatred  so often  that all he 
felt was hate, too. W ould you really 
deny your children the opportunity  to 
read, firsthand, an account of the ugly 
effects of racism?

I also read G insberg ’s poems. They 
captured  the chaos o f  the sixties and the 
bitter struggle fo r  intellectual and indi­
vidual growth in an urban society. 
Would you deny your children this em o ­
tional account o f  life in a period of 
rapid change?

The issue is not f reedom  of parents to 
control their ch ild ren’s learning, but 
f reedom  of  parents  to  assure tha t their 
children grow up just as narrow-minded, 
racist,  and th rea tened  by differing view­
points as they them selves are!
MRS. S H A N N O N  M A R Q U A R D T  
Seattle, Washington

O hio vs. W hisner

I have just completed reading the 
above captioned article in your March- 
April issue. Like so many o ther stories

and news articles arising from this con­
troversy  it is replete with half tru ths  and 
untruths.  In the interest of b revity ,  I will 
com m ent only on the eight items stated 
by Whisner as objections to  the State 
Minimum Standards.

1. The obtaining of a S tate  charte r  in 
no w ay  makes the State appea r  to  be 
running the school, in the opinion of the 
more than 600 S ta te-chartered  private 
and parochial schools o f  all denom ina­
tions.

2. N o  a ttem pt in the Minimum S tand­
ards is made to exclude instructional 
time for spiritual and Bible teaching. In 
fact , parochial schools throughout the 
State stress Bible teaching within their 
curriculum fram ew ork  and obtain  ch a r­
ters for their schools.

3. The “ activities conforming to 
policies adopted  by the board o f  e d u ca ­
tion” pertain to the governing body of 
the particular school and  not necessarily 
to a public board.

4. Guidance from the com m unity  
means ass is tance from those  persons 
who are m em bers of the body sponsor­
ing the school, including, by w ay  of 
example bu t not limitation, the  minister 
and governing body of the church . C om ­
munity input not involving such persons 
is neither expected  nor required.

N os. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are not in fac t  part  
of any  s tandards adopted  by the State 
Board of Education. The con ten t  of a 
particular subject required to be taught is 
determined by the authorit ies o f  a p a r­
ticular school. So long as a  required 
subject such as “ A m erican H is to ry ”  is 
given to all students no effort is made to 
determine the content.  Obviously, there ­
fore, any reference  to  a Divine Being 
that the local school cares  to include in 
its course offering is appropriate .

In sum mation, I believe any  magazine 
has an  obligation to  verify  the truth 
contained in the articles it prints. I be ­
lieve the entire a r t ic le’s honesty  is ac ­
curately reflected in the s ta tem ent on 
page 10, which reads as follows: “ but 
he is not certified by Ohio, which re­
quires that a teacher  be graduated  from 
an accredited school with degree in 
Education— even to teach in a nonpublic 
schoo l .”

JO H N  R. M E C K S T R O T H  
M em ber and  Past President 
Ohio State Board o f  Education  
Second District 
Cincinnati , Ohio
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LETTERS
A bortion  A m endm ent

I do indeed question  the propriety  of 
Catholics involving them selves in the 
abortion issue. I question  it, for it was 
mainly because o f  the Catholic Church 
that legalized abortion was foisted upon 
us. T hey  did this by  fighting always- 
opposed laws that would liberalize the 
use o f  con tracep tives,  so now we have 
the alternative— abortion.

Ann Toland Serb expounds  about the 
need fo r  more people to  support the 
handicapped and elderly, more people 
to w ork and pay taxes. She mentions the 
“ miles of uncultivated farm la n d .”  If 
the people would have smaller families 
they would be able to make better  p ro­
visions for  their own old age. They 
w ou ldn’t have to  depend  upon a “ work 
fo rce”  to support them when they could 
no longer work. And w hat good would 
it do to cultivate the land if the air and 
w ater are so polluted tha t nothing can 
grow?

The cry against the unres tr ic ted  dis­
semination and use of contraceptives is 
that this would encourage sexual p ro­
miscuity— so we have m urder instead. 
It is time the C atholics pu t their priorities 
in order.
A N N A  D R A K E  
E m m ett ,  Idaho

H ear Y e , H ear Y e . . .

Each issue of L i b e r t y  that I see I 
th in k ,  “ S a y ,  t h a t  is j u s t  g r e a t ,  and  
probably one of the high-points that 
comes to  many good publica tions.”  But 
this (January-February) is different, for 
all the issues o f  L i b e r t y  that I have 
seen for some time now  are all high- 
points in selection of timely topics, and 
excellent handling o f  the subject m a­
terial, interesting and informative for 
personal reading and eminently  suited for 
sharing with concerned  family, fr iends, 
and associates.
E. M a c F a r l a n d  
Umatilla, Florida

B an n ek er’s W ash ington?

Re March-April,  page 23, column 2, 
last paragraph in the section on 
“ F ran ce” :

L ’E nfan t was engaged in designing 
our na tion ’s capital city  of Washington, 
D .C.,  and did have a set of plans. But he 
had a tem per tantrum and  took  his plans 
and himself back to  F rance ,  leaving the

job to a superb  mathematician and 
astronom er , Benjamin Banneker.  This 
young, brilliant black produced a new 
set of prints and plans in only th ree  days. 
We have no way of knowing if the new 
set was from B en ’s head or if he used 
part or all of the F ren ch m a n ’s ideas. 
But please d o n ’t give all the credit to 
L 'E n fan t .  An American finished the job. 
RIC H A R D  E. H AR R IS 
Pastor
Valley of the Flowers United Church 
of Christ
L om poc, California

Prince of Peace
The letter from Mrs. E. Buffington 

and your answ er to it (January-Febru­
ary) prom pted me to write this letter.

Present-day Christians differ little 
from those of the early Puritans of this 
country , i.e .,  those who held little re­
spect fo r  o the rs ’ rights or viewpoints 
differing from theirs.

In the name of God, people  are will­
ing to  force unwanted  restrictions and 
practices in every aspect of life w hether 
it be schools, li terature, closing hours 
of public places, recreational activities, 
practice or nonpractice o f  religion, sex­
ual activity and orientation, and even 
mode of dress.

I thought one of the main com m and­
ments for Christians was to  love one 
another .  H ow ever ,  most Christians 
have turned to hate anyone who does 
not think and/or  act exactly as they do.

In this respect,  I find the Christians 
much more hypocritical than the non- 
Christians, and Christians are guilty of 
the very sin which they are asked not to 
co m m it :  L o v e  T h y  N e ig h b o r  (n o t 
Change Thy  Neighbor!).

The world will be a be tter  place to live 
in when the Christians learn to live in 
peace with everybody!
F R A N K L IN  A. W E STO N
Los Angeles, California
[We suspect that love would change a
neighbor.— Eds.]

B elles of S t. M ary’s

Re “ Forgotten L a n d m a rk ,”  by 
Patricia C harney, July-August 1974, 
which was only recently  brought to my 
attention.

Your writer refers to St. M ary ’s 
Academy. It is St. M ary ’s College of 
Maryland, a four-year coeducational

insti tution which had begun as a girls’ 
secondary  school in 1839, and had been 
called St. M ary ’s Female Seminary  for 
about a hundred years.
MRS. C A T H E R IN E  C RA IG  
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

B ible T h u m p ers A gain

I read with in terest your  rebuttal 
tow ard  the writer  of the topic “ Bible 
T h u m p ers”  (July-August 1975), in which 
he or she was comm enting on your views 
of a theism and prayers  in public 
schools. You truthfully stated that: 
“ Unless  more Chris tians com e into 
harm ony with the teachings of Christ on 
the noncoerc ive  nature o f  love, in the 
days to  com e it may not be the infidels 
and atheists  we have m ost to  fear ,  but 
rather the "Bible-thumping’ Christians 
who will insist that every  man m arch to 
the beat  o f  their thum ping .”

In my search  for  God (or ra ther  vice 
versa), I never  was hindered by atheists  
or agnostics (rather,  I found  they  re­
spected my diligence), but did become 
discouraged with phony  Christians. 
Fortunately , I d idn 't  base my goal on 
their model, or I would have given up. 
RAY JO H N S O N  
Boulder, Colorado
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Nam e

Address (new , if fo r  change o f  address)

C ity State Zip

To subscribe to 
LIBERTY c h e c k  
rate below and fill 
in your name and 
a d d re s s  a b o v e . 
Payment must ac­
c o m p a n y  o rd e r .

Mail to :

LIBERTY subscrip­
tions, 6856 East­
e rn  A v e ., N W . 
W ashington, D.C. 
20012 .

□  1 y e a r  $ 3 .7 5

ATTAC H  LABEL HERE fo r  address  ch ange  
o r in q u iry . I f  m o v in g , lis t n e w  address 
above . N o te : y o u r  s u b s c r ip tio n  e x p ira tio n  
d a te  (issue, year) is g ive n  at u p p e r  r ig h t 
o f la b e l. E xam ple : 0375L1 w o u ld  e n d  w ith  
th ird  (M ay-June) issue o f 1975.

LIBER TY  SEPTEM BER /O CTO BER . 1976 3 3



A P ressin g  M atter

The Review and Herald Publishing 
Association has been in business since 
1849. And during that time it has had the 
latest in presses,  from the Washington 
Hand Press of 1852, with its capacity  to 
produce  about 1,000 one-color (black) 
copies of the A d ven t Review  and  S a b ­
bath H erald  (general church  paper of 
the Seventh-day Adventis t Church) in 
three days, to the Miehle web press of 
1966, which has rolled oif L i b e r t y  at 
about 17.000 copies an hour, and in two 
colors.

With this issue. L i b e r t y  is being run 
on the R eview ’s latest— a new two-web 
Harris M200 offset press  capable of 
running 32,000 L i b e r t y s  an hour, with 
16 pages in full color. This rate irieans 
that a half million L i b e r t y s  can be run 
in two days ,  rather than the week it has 
taken to print the magazine over the past 
ten years.

Of course ,  no one gave the press to the 
Review. Put $1.25 million in the debit 
column for  the press and its installation 
before the first page o f  this L i b e r t y  met 
the ink you are reading. N ow  add in as­
tronomically ascending postal rates— 
3.5c to mail this copy to  you, as co m ­
pared to 2.4c only four years ago. And 
if that d o e sn ’t sound like m uch, multiply 
3.5c by 500,000 and y o u ’ll have— well, 
we never were very good at arithmetic. 
But if y o u ’ll get ou t your com puter  and 
do the mailing computa tion , y o u ’ll 
unders tand why the subscription rate is 
now $3.75 a year, as com pared  to $2.00 
in 1972.

The amazing thing about the picture 
above is that the treasurer  of the Re­
view, Glenn Beagles, is smiling! 
Treasure  the memory! N ot many pub­
lishing-house treasurers  can produce 
anything but a snarl these days. E s­
pecially toward the end of the month.

LIBERTY
Maharishi and his followers decided to re­
write parts of their Charter and adopt a 
secular package for the product.— See 
Transcendental Meditation and Hot M utton  
Pie, page 2.
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AN URGENT CALL FOR THE FIRST

World Congress on Religious Liberty
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS. MARCH 21-23. 1977

THE CALL
At th is  late hour in history, m any on this p lanet are 

still denied the ir essential hum an right of Religious  
Liberty and freedom  of conscience before God.

It is evident, from  reports by fellow-believers in 
m any lands, th a t the struggle for Religious Liberty—  
that liberty which links all others— is not over. It con­
tinues in our day, in all parts of the globe, and in all 
societies: socialist and capitalis t, agricultural and in­
dustrial, developed and undeveloped, rich and poor.

Yet this struggle is often ignored by our increasingly  
secular world-society, which is neither attuned to the  
spiritual needs of m ankind, nor aware of the dangers  
of its ignorance.

TH E R E FO R E ,
1. To foster awareness of the true condition and 

need for Religious Liberty today;
2. To provide a responsible international forum  for 

discussion of its problems; and
3. To recognize by suitable means those living per­

sons who have enlarged or w ell-defended the  
frontiers of this fundam enta l freedom ;

WE, the undersigned, as individuals, do hereby lend 
our voices to the CALL for a World Congress on Religious 
Liberty, to convene in Am sterdam , The Netherlands, 
M arch 21-23, 1977.

Signed by a distinguished com m ittee

Delegates from around the world, in­
c luding non-Western nations, w ill for the  
first tim e  in history assem ble to report 
on the condition of religious liberty today  
and its prospects for tomorrow; to recog­
nize the w inners of the first ‘‘Religious 
Liberty Awards;” to draw awareness and 
prayer to the plight of those denied their  
fundam enta l religious rights.

Observers welcom e by invitation. Sponsored 
by a broad international com m ittee of concerned  
Christians, w ith the cooperation of the In ter­
national Religious Liberty Association (founded  
1948, headquarters in Berne, Switzerland).

Congress Coordinator: Rev. Gaylord Briley

WORLD CONGRESS TOPICS
Taxation and the Believer . . . Problems of the 

Missionary in Emerging States . .  . Official Religions 
and Established Churches Today . . . Religion and 
M ilitary Service . . . Islamic Conditions . . . Eastern 
European Experiences . . . Abortion Laws . . . Birth 
Control . . . Euthanasia . . . Medical Practice . . . 
Blue Laws . . .  Sunday Law Enforcem ent. . .  Religious 
Schools in Secular Societies . . .  Religious Rights of 
the Institutionalized . . .  Labor Unions and Believers’ 
Rights . . . Continent-by-Continent Religious Liberty 
Alerts . . Adoption Across Sectarian Lines . . .
Impact of Tax Aid on Religion . . . Rights of Non- 
Believers . . .  Growing Power of States . .  . and more.

RELATED TRAVEL PROGRAM
Post-Congress guided tours of Holland, including  

historic Am erican “ P ilgrim  Fathers’ Church” at Delfts- 
haven and other P ilgrim  sites at Leiden; The Anne 
Frank House; The "Church in the A ttic ;” The 300-year- 
old Portuguese Synagogue; Corrie Ten Boom’s “ Hiding  
P lace” and other m onum ents to religious freedom .

All travel integrated with Congress purpose and 
program. Delegates may attend Congress only and visit 
Netherlands (one week), or fo llow  special itineraries  
to Huguenot, W aldensian and Reform er regions of 
France, Sw itzerland and Ita ly  (two week program ). Or 
take direct Holy Land extension from  Am sterdam  (two 
weeks).

M A I L  T H I S  T O D A Y  
 n

World Congress on Religious Liberty
The Maryland B uild ing • 6840 Eastern Ave. NW • Washington, D.C. 20012

Please send fu ll information to 

Print
NAME ________________________________________________

S tre e t________________________________________________

C ity __________________________________________________

S ta te /P ro v ._____________________________ Z ip _________

INTERESTED IN AN INVITATION TO ATTEND
□  As a private observer
□  As official observer fo r :____________________________

please check below
□  Clergy □  Religious worker Q  Lay person
□  Missionary □  o th e r____________________________



T h re e  patrio tic  posters, p erfec t for h o m e , office or gift, 
re p ro d u c e d  on 1 6 "  x 2 2 "  m atte  p ap er  

su itab le  for fram in g .
Price is $ 2 .0 0  each , postage paid.

S p ecia l p rices on  o rders  o f a h u n d re d  or m o re .

Please send m e ______
________ 1. True Blue

poster(s) at $2.00 each: N am e.

2. Spirit o f ’76  .
3. “Keep Them Separate”

Write: Pictures, 6840 Eastern Avenue, N.W., 
Washington, D. C., 20012.
Paintings by Harry Anderson ©  by Review and Herald.

Address. 

City___

State Zip.


