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The People Who Killed Witches
L ike m ost A m ericans, I have alw ays 

fe lt asham ed  of the w itchcraft 
trials tha t took  p lace in Salem , 
M assachuse tts , in 1692. T he a t­
m osphere o f hyste ria , the hostility  o f the 

in te rroga to rs , and the execu tion  of 
tw en ty  innocen t people c rea te  feelings 
o f hum iliation. T he en tire  ev en t, so like 
the persecu tions of the D ark  A ges, seem s 
d is tinctly , w ell, un-A m erican.

E very th ing  I read  abou t the Salem  
w itchcra ft trials only increased  m y d is­
com fo rt. As a teach e r o f A m erican lite ra­
tu re , I faced  cynica l questions abou t the 
even t from  young people w ho are  seeking 
reassu ran ce  abou t the ir co u n try ’s h is­
to ry . W hat could I say  to  them  abou t that 
sad period?  T hen , a few  years ago, I cam e 
across a confession  w ritten  by Sam uel 
Sew all, one o f the judges o f the w itch­
c ra f t tria ls. Ju s t five years a fte r  the 
hysteria , w hich had lasted  fo r m ore than  
a  year, Sew all stood hum bly a t his pew  
in church  w hile the m in ister read  his 
apology fo r partic ipa ting  in the trials. 
Sew all, w ho la te r becam e C hief Ju s tice , 
said he desired  “ to  take  the blam e and 
sham e of it, asking pardon  o f m en, and 
especially  desiring  p rayers tha t G od, who 
has an  unlim ited au tho rity , w ould p a r­
don that s in .”

A public apology from  a judge w ho 
recognized th a t he had m ade a w rong 
decision! F u rth e r research  revealed  that 
m ost people involved in the trials had 
eventually  con fessed  to  w rongdoing. 
M any had expressed  their contrition  
publicly. To m e, the Salem  w itchcraft 
trials began to  seem  a source  of pride as 
well as sham e.

A few  accoun ts o f the trials re fe rred  
to  one or an o th e r apology, bu t none 
docum ented  w idespread  re jec tion  o f the 
decisions and sen tences. I undertook  to 
search  the m ore obscure  sources, d ev o t­
ing w hatever tim e I could spare from  my 
teaching duties to  reading old reco rds, 
trial tran scrip ts , a rch ives, serm ons, 
ancient d iaries, public docum en ts, and 
private le tte rs. T he m ore I searched  the 
m ore ev idence I fo und , and  th e  m ore 
fascinating  I found  the behavior o f our

In our interest in the Salem 
witchcraft trials we have neg­
lected the real story of what 
happened afterward.

A m erican fo reb ea rs . They had done 
som ething unique: T hey had recognized 
their e rro r, con fessed  it, a toned  fo r it, 
and , w herever possib le , had m ade 
repara tions. The Puritan  conscience , 
w hich dem anded  uprightness and ho n ­
esty  in all th ings, p revailed .

In your im agination, m ove back  ,284 
years to  1692, w hen scores of people 
accused  of w itchcra ft a re  im prisoned, 
aw aiting trial o r execu tion , and fourteen  
w om en and six m en have already been 
execu ted . T he frigh tened , excited com ­
m unity strongly  approves harsh  tre a t­
m ent o f the accused , and calls fo r an 
ever m ore diligent search  fo r w itches.

T hen m ove fo rw ard  to  1697. In  that 
year the ju ro rs , w ho had heard  the 
charges and pleas and had p ronounced  
the guilty verd ic ts, adm itted  they  had 
acted  erroneously : “ W e fear we have 
been instrum ental, w ith o thers, though 
ignorantly  and unw ittingly, to  bring 
upon ourselves and this people of the 
L ord  the guilt o f innocent blood. . . . W e 
do heartily  ask  forgiveness o f you all, 
w hom  we have justly  o ffended; and do 
declare , accord ing  to  ou r p resen t m inds, 
we w ould none of us do such things 
again, on such grounds, fo r the w hole 
w o rld .”  It w as signed by all tw elve m en 
and w as published to  the com m unity.

C onsider fo r a  m om ent the possibility  
o f reading such a sta tem en t from  a con ­
tem porary  ju ry . O f cou rse , it is true  that 
the condem ned w ere already dead , and 
the confession  could not bring them  
back. But th a t only m akes the ju ro rs ’ 
sta tem en t all the m ore rem arkable . 
R ecognizing a m iscarriage of ju s tice , 
they  did w hat they  could to  p reven t its 
recurrence  and to m ake peace w ith the
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“ surviving su ffe re rs .”
L et us look at w hat o ther individuals 

and groups did in 1692 and w hat they  did 
in the years follow ing.

The w itchcraft excitem en t began in 
the hom e of the R everend  M r. Sam uel 
Parris, m inister o f the Salem  village 
church . H is daugh te r, n iece , and several 
o f their friends w ere caught a t fo rb idden  
magic gam es w ith  T ituba, the slave 
Parris had brought w ith him  w hen he 
m oved from  B arbados to N ew  E ngland. 
W hen the girls w ere d iscovered  they 
apparen tly  w ent in to  pan ic , scream ed, 
trem bled , and th rew  them selves to  the 
ground. This strange behav io r im pressed 
their elders so m uch th a t the girls w ere 
encouraged to  con tinue  it. The doc to r 
declared  tha t he could  do nothing fo r 
them , so m in isters w ere called in to  pray  
fo r the girls in an a ttem p t to  relieve their 
suffering. T he m in isters , led by Mr. 
Parris, declared  tha t the girls w ere b e ­
w itched.

The youngsters, aged 9 to  17 years , 
began to accuse  various m em bers o f the 
com m unity of bew itching them . They 
proved their charges by falling into fits 
w henever the accused  person  looked at 
them  or touched  them . N ex t, they  p re ­
sented w hat cam e to  be called  “ spectral 
ev id en ce .”  This consisted  of the claim  
that the “ sh ap e”  o r sp irit o f the accused  
w itch w as to rm enting  the w itnesses. On 
the adv ice o f the clergy, the seven 
judges ru led  th a t the “ sh a p e ”  o f an in­
nocent person  could  not be assum ed by 
the devil. T hus, they  reasoned , the 
devil’s use of the shape of a person  w as 
proof tha t the individual w as in league 
with Satan  and there fo re  w as a w itch. 
People accused  on the basis o f spectral 
ev idence w ere left w ith  no defense .

The R everend  Sam uel Parris abe tted  
the g irls’ m isbehavior. H is exertions in 
com bating w itchcraft m ade him so o f­
fensive to  his congregation  th a t soon a 
determ ined  effort began, to  expel him  
from  the pulpit o f his chu rch . This 
m ovem ent grew  so strong  by 1694 that 
Parris issued  a s ta tem en t expressing  his
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con trition : “ I do m ost heartily , fe r­
ven tly , and hum bly beseech  pardon  of 
the m ercifu l G od, th rough  the blood of 
C hris t, o f all my m istakes and tre s­
passes in so w eighty a m atte r; and also 
all your fo rg iveness o f any offense in 
this and  o th er affairs, w herein  you see or 
conceive I have erred  and o ffended .”  
E ven  th is ab jec t apology did not satisfy 
his parish ioners; tw o years la ter Parris 
w as d ism issed from  th e  Salem  church  
w ith the approval o f th e  C ouncil of 
M inisters.

C hief ju stice  o f the w itchcraft court 
w as W illiam S toughton , w ho had been  a 
strong sup p o rte r o f the tria ls. In fac t, 
w hen the royal governor o f the M assa­
chuse tts  Bay C olony dism issed the 
cou rt and pardoned  the  fifty accused  
w itches still suffering in p rison , Justice 
S toughton excla im ed: “ W e w ere in a 
w ay to  have c leared  the land  o f w itches! 
W ho is it th a t o b stru c ts  the course of 
ju s tice , I know  n o t.”  Y et it w as S tough­
ton , then  acting  governor, w ho signed a 
declaration  setting  aside January  15, 
1697, as a day o f fasting  fo r the com ­
m unity to  express repen tance  fo r the 
w rongs com m itted  during the w itchcraft 
excitem ent. D uring the terrib le  days of 
1692 a lm ost no voices had been  heard 
pro testing  the tria ls , y e t five years later 
the w hole com m unity  offered  prayers of 
regret fo r having been  caught up in the 
general delusion.

In 1697 the R everend  M r. John  Hale 
published a thoughtfu l book  entitled  A  
M odest Inquiry In to  the N a ture o f  
W itchcraft. In this w ork  the clergym an, 
w ho had originally urged condem nation  
of the accused , analyzed  w hy the com ­
m unity  succum bed  to  hysteria . H e ad ­
vanced a rational basis fo r rejecting  
w itchcraft and streng thened  the general 
feeling of repulsion  fo r w hat had hap­
pened. His book did m uch to assu re  that 
it w ould no t happen  again.

T he R everend  M r. C o tton  M ather w as 
one of the m ost fam ous m inisters o f the 
tim e. A m an of enorm ous influence 
th roughou t th e  N ew  E ngland a rea , and

one regarded as an expert on w itchcraft, 
he had done m uch to influence public 
opinion against the accused . H e advised 
the co u rt, as did several o ther m inisters, 
and encouraged  accep tance  of the 
dubious ev idence. M ather never pub­
licly adm itted  any regret fo r his part in 
the proceed ings, bu t in the privacy  of 
his d iary  on the day  of rep en tan ce , he 
confessed  to being afflicted w ith “ d is­
couraging thoughts as if unavoidable 
m arks of the D ivine d isp leasure m ust 
overtake my fam ily , fo r no t appearing 
with vigour enough to  stop the p roceed ­
ings o f the judges w hen the inextricable 
storm  from  the invisible w orld assau lted  
the co u n try .”  In  1713 M ather w as still 
dw elling on this problem , and recorded  
in his d iary , “ I also en trea ted  of the 
L ord  tha t I might understand  the m ean­
ing of the descen t from  the invisible 
w o rld .”

In addition to  being deprived of their 
lives and their p roperty , the un fo rtunate  
N ew  Englanders convicted  of w itchcraft 
also w ere deprived of their hope fo r 
e ternal salvation. B efore being ex e­
cu ted , the condem ned “ w itch ”  w ould 
be taken  to  church  in chains and th e re , 
during the S abbath  m eeting, he o r she 
w ould be excom m unicated . Parris and 
the R everend M r. N icholas N oyes w ere 
especially  diligent about carry ing out 
this cerem ony. But in a  special serm on 
in 1698, N oyes re fe rred  to the even ts o f 
1692 and said, “ W ith grief and sham e 
we read over and m editate upon som e 
tex ts  spoke of Israel: ‘As they  w ere in­
creased  so they  sin n ed .' So have it been 
w ith us. As fo r our degeneracy , it is too 
palpable to be denied and too gross to 
be e x cu sed .”

In 1706 ano ther rem arkable sta tem en t 
was m ade. This time the apology cam e 
from  A nne Putnam , ringleader of the 
accusing girls. A nne stood at her place 
in church  while the m inister read  her 
declaration , w hich w as also  recorded  
and signed by her in the church  book: 
“ I desire to  be hum bled before G od for 
tha t sad and hum bling providence that 
befell my fa th e r’s fam ily in the year

abou t '92; th a t I, then  being in m y child­
hood , be m ade an instrum ent fo r the ac­
cusing o f several persons of a grievous 
crim e w hereby  their lives w ere taken  
from  them , w hom  now  I have ju s t 
g rounds and good reason  to  believe they  
w ere innocen t persons. . . .  I desire  to  
lie in the d u st and to  be hum bled fo r it 
in th a t I w as a  cau se , w ith o th e rs , o f so 
sad a calam ity  to  them  and  the ir fam ­
ilies .”

In add ition  to  the m any individual 
sta tem en ts o f reg re t, a  large num ber of 
institu tional apologies w ere offered. 
T hroughout a long period of tim e fo l­
lowing 1692, legal efforts w ere m ade to  
resto re  the repu ta tions of the con ­
dem ned w itches and to  p rov ide dam ages 
fo r the ir financial losses. The p rocess 
w as slow , bu t it p roceeded  steadily  and 
w ithout opposition .

In 1702 the G eneral C ourt declared  
tha t the p rocedu res o f the 1692 special 
court w ere unlaw ful. This bold act 
rep resen ted  a com plete  b reak  w ith the 
attitudes and p rac tices o f the past. In 
all the ex tensive h isto ry  of w itchcraft 
persecu tion , never had there been  an 
official repudiation  of any  excesses. 
D uring E u ro p e ’s entire C hristian  period , 
innum erable w itchcraft trials had been 
held , and m any thousands had been  exe­
cu ted  fo r the crim e. E ven  in E ngland, 
w hich did not coun tenance  the Inqu isi­
tion , there  had been  a considerab le  
num ber o f w itchcraft inciden ts th rough­
out the cen tu ries . B ut never one w ord  of 
con trition . C ontrition  w as a purely  
A m erican innovation . It w as a sign of 
the co lon ies’ m ovem ent into the m odern  
era.

Follow ing long trad ition , w hen the 
cou rt found  a person  guilty o f w itch­
c ra f t, it also passed  a  bill o f a tta inder. 
This legal action  resu lted  in the ex ­
tinction  of the p riso n e r’s civil righ ts, the 
fo rfe itu re  o f his p roperty  and o f his right 
to  pass o f his p roperty  to  his children . 
Those w ho had been  sen tenced  and  p a r­
doned found  them selves legally regarded 
as dead persons and their “ nam es ex ­
posed to  in fam y .”
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By 1709 the attitude  of the com m unity  
w as so favorab le  tow ard  those w ho had 
been  deprived  o f rela tives or p ro p erty  
by the w itchcraft trials tha t tw enty-one 
o f the su rv ivors o r the ir descendan ts un ­
dertook  to  petition  fo r res to ra tio n  of 
their good nam es and also fo r rem unera­
tion o f financial losses. A year la ter, 
claim s fo r com pensation  w ere recog­
nized by the G eneral C ourt, and  m oney 
w as app rop ria ted  and  d istribu ted .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , a tta inders w ere re ­
versed only fo r those  w ho petitioned  
fo r th is action  them selves or w ho had 
survivors to  do so. T here w as no b lanket 
reversa l o f a tta inders , and  as a resu lt, 
those w ho did no t have descendan ts in 
the area  to  petition  fo r them  never had 
their nam es c leared . T he sam e w as true 
in regard  to  p roperty  losses— w here no 
fiscal claim s w ere m ade, no dam ages 
w ere aw arded .

D espite this flaw, the ac t stands w ith ­
out parallel in  the h is to ry  of ju ris ­
prudence . N o t only  did the G eneral 
C ourt, the h ighest governm ental body 
of the region, adm it tha t it w as w rong, 
and a ttem p t to  atone  fo r its w rongdo­
ings, bu t it also condem ned the accusers 
in the “ dark  and severe p ro secu tio n s .”

T he chu rch , too , took  action  to  co rrec t 
the w rongs it had p erpe tra ted . In  1712 
the F irst C hurch  of Salem  reversed  the 
excom m unications of R ebecca N urse 
and G iles C ory . R ebecca N urse  w as a 
m uch-loved, respec ted , elderly  w om an 
of the com m unity . M any of her neigh­
bors took the risk  of testify ing  fo r her. 
B ecause she w as deaf, G oody N urse 
had difficulty understand ing  the accu sa ­
tions m ade against h er, and m isunder­
stood m any o f the questions d irected  to 
her in court. D espite her poor show ing in 
in terroga tion , she w as at first acquitted . 
E ven  so , she w as accused  a  second  tim e, 
called back  into co u rt, condem ned, and 
hanged.

G iles C ory , w hose w ife also w as 
execu ted , w as given a strange and 
gruesom e execu tion . C ory , a m an of pas t 
80, recognized th a t there w as no w ay

fo r a  person  w ho had  been  accused  of 
w itchcraft by the “ afflicted ch ild ren” 
to defend  him self and escape punish­
m ent. T h erefo re , in o rder to  p reven t the 
state from  confiscating his p roperty , 
G iles C ory  refu sed  to  plead e ither guilty 
o r no t guilty. T hree tim es he w as called 
into cou rt and  urged to  p lead, and three 
tim es he stood m ute.

The pun ishm ent fo r such  behavior un ­
der old English law  w as to  be “ p ressed  
to  death . ’ ’ This m eant th a t heavy w eights 
w ere placed upon the v ic tim ’s chest and 
piled up until he either b roke under the 
pain  and en tered  a  p lea, usually  of 
guilty , o r until he died. Such a death  w as 
m eted ou t to C ory , w ho rem ained silent 
th roughout the ordeal. In  this w ay , his 
children , though  bereaved  o f bo th  par­
en ts , w ere able to  inherit the p roperty  
tha t w as rightfu lly  the irs. The children  
o f those w ho p leaded  no t guilty and w ere 
hanged w ere no t so fo rtu n a te— m any 
w ere left penniless.

In its official sta tem en t o f 1712, the 
Salem  church  ordered  the excom m uni­
cations “ erased  and  b lo tted  o u t.”  It ex ­
p ressed  the hope tha t the censure of 
G oody N urse ' “ m ay no longer be a re ­
proach  to her m em ory and an occasion 
of grief to  her children . H um bly req u es t­
ing tha t the m erciful G od w ould pardon  
w hatsoever sin, e rro r, o r m istake was 
in the application  o f th a t censure and  o f 
tha t w hole affair . . . ”

B ut a lm ost no efforts seem ed to  be 
sufficient. N ew  E nglanders, unlike 
citizens o f old E ngland and of alm ost all 
C hristian  E u rope , could no t fo rget their 
w itchcraft v ictim s. T hroughout the 
e ighteenth  cen tu ry  there w ere frequen t 
efforts to  help the “ unhappy  fam ilies”  
o f the execu ted  w itches. C oncern  for 
them  w as expressed  in serm ons, in spe­
cial bills in the legislature, in a 1740 
speech by the governor.

A nd efforts to  atone continued 
through the n ineteen th  cen tury . In 1885 
d escendan ts o f R ebecca N urse and the 
people of Salem  erec ted  a m onum ent in 
her m em ory. The m em orial poem  in­

scribed on it w as. w ritten  by the w ell­
loved M assachusetts  poet John  G reen- 
leaf W hittier, w ho refused  to  have his 
nam e noted  as au tho r so th a t only R e­
becca N urse  w ould receive honor.

Tw o hundred  years a fte r  the Salem  
w itchcraft trials, in 1892, the tow nspeo ­
ple o f Salem  dedica ted  still ano ther 
m em orial. This tim e it w as a tab le t, 
p laced nex t to  the granite m onum ent to  
R ebecca N urse , contain ing the nam es 
of those 40 neighbors w ho, a t the risk of 
their lives, had given w ritten  testim ony 
in her behalf.

And so the sto ry  ends— or alm ost 
does. The 1692 w itchcraft ep isode holds 
so m uch in te rest fo r A m ericans that 
even in the tw en tie th  cen tu ry  num erous 
studies have been  m ade of it. The even t 
has been  approached  h isto rically , so­
ciologically, psychologically , and  th e­
ologically. M any w riters have  analyzed  
the causes of the w itchcraft excitem en t 
and have delved into the m otives o f the 
m ajor figures in it. A rthur M iller w ro te  a 
m oving p lay , The Crucible, w hich helped 
us unders tand  the persecu tions in hu ­
man term s.

T hrough this all, how ever, very  little 
a tten tion  has been paid to  the afterm ath  
o f the trials. N o  psych ia trist has ana­
lyzed the charac te r o f our P uritan  fo re ­
bears in these m ore p ra isew orthy  even ts. 
T heir sta lw art up righ tness deserves 
more no tice . T heir ability  to  face 
squarely  the fac t o f the ir e rro r, their 
w illingness to  adm it it open ly , and their 
eagerness to  a tone  fo r it in every  w ay 
possib le, show  them  as fa r  m ore ad ­
m irable than  popular re fe ren ces  to  the 
w itchcraft trials suggest.

In  Salem , every  group  in the com ­
m unity m ade som e gesture o f apology—  
judge and ju ry , w itnesses and  b ystand ­
ers, clergym en and governm ental lead ­
ers , legislature and church . W hen w as 
there ev er such a public accep tance  of 
responsib ility? T his rem arkab le  and 
proud reco rd  prov ides a lesson  fo r all 
A m ericans fo r all tim e. It gives us one 
m ore reason  fo r ou r B icentennial year 
to  be a cause fo r ce leb ra tion . □
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M a rk  Y o u n g  is a s s is ta n t  tra v e l d ir e c to r  fo r  th e  S o u th  
D a k o ta  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E c o n o m ic  a n d  T o u r is m  D e ­
v e lo p m e n t, P ierre, S o u th  D a k o ta .
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c h u c k lin g  in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d .)  “ L o o k  a t  th e i r  p e d a ­
g o g y . W h e re  d o  th e i r  y o u th  le a rn  in d iv id u a l v ir tu e s ,  
th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  c h a r a c te r ?  W h a t s o r t  o f  e x a m p le s  d o  
th e y  h a v e ?  M e n  o f  v ig a h ?  N o !  M e n  o f  p r in c ip le ?  C o u n t 
th e m  o n  o n e  h a n d  a m o n g s t  th e  m a le f a c to r s  a n d  c r o o k s ! 
W e  a lw a y s  d e s i r e d  to  s e t  u p  a  m o ra l s t a n d a r d .”

“ S ta n — s ta n d a r d s ? ”  A  q u ie t ,  u n c e r ta in  v o ic e  s p e a k s  
o v e r  W a s h in g to n ’s s h o u ld e r .  (T h o m a s  J e f f e r s o n ,  a  ta l l ,  
f ie ry  m a n  w h o s e  d e s i re  f o r  p a s to ra l  p u r s u i ts  is re f le c te d  
in  h is  d re a m y  p o r t r a i t ,  b u t  a ls o  a  p a s s io n a te  v is io n a ry .)  
“ W e  re b e l le d  a g a in s t  o p p re s s iv e  ‘s t a n d a r d s ’ im p o se d  
o n  f r e e  m e n  b y  o th e r s .  M o n a rc h y . A  c h u rc h  le e c h in g  
its  s u p p o r t  f ro m  u n ju s t  ta x a t io n  b y  th e  p a r l ia m e n t .  A n  
o n e ro u s  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  s ta te  re lig io n  im p o s e d  its  
‘s t a n d a r d s ’ o f  m o ra li ty  a g a in s t  a ll n a tu ra l  la w . T h a t 
f ix ’d  re lig io u s  s la v e ry  o n  m e n , a n d  w e  d e s t r o y e d  it b y  
a s s e r t io n  o f  th e  r ig h ts  o f  c o n s c i e n c e .”

“ M is t-a h  J e f f e r s o n ,”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t ,  “ I a m  n o t 
s p e a k in g  o f  m e n  w h o  h a v e  a  c o n s c ie n c e .”

“ I t  is a  q u e s t io n  o f  w h a t  c o n s c ie n c e  th e y  m a y  h a v e  
n o w ,”  s a y s  W a s h in g to n . “ I  c a n n o t  h e s i ta te  to  a c k n o w l­
e d g e  th e  p le a s u re  I a lw a y s  r e c e iv e d  in  o b ta in in g  th e  
g o o d  o p in io n  o f  m e n  o f  v i r tu e ,  k n o w le d g e , a n d  h u ­
m a n i ty .”

“ E x a c tly  m y  p o s i t io n ,  w e  h a v e  to o  m a n y  s c o u n d re ls  
to  d is c o v e r  a  g o o d  o p in io n ,”  R o o s e v e l t  s a y s .  “ T h e y  
h a v e  n o  p u b lic  m o ra li ty  b e c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  n o  p r iv a te  
m o r a ls .”

“ T h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  c iv il a n d  re lig io u s  l ib e r ty  w a s  
th e  m o tiv e  th a t  in d u c e d  m e to  th e  f ie ld ,”  s a y s  W a s h ­
in g to n . “ R e lig io n  a n d  m o ra li ty  a re  th e  e s s e n t ia l  p il la r s  
o f  c iv il s o c i e ty .”

“ B u t w e  d o  n o t find  th a t  in  a n  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  
re lig io n , ”  r e to r t s  J e f fe r s o n . ‘ ‘A lm ig h ty  G o d  c r e a te d  th e  
m in d  f r e e .  O u r  c iv il r ig h ts  h a v e  n o  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  o u r  
re lig io u s  o p in io n s , a n y  m o re  th a n  o u r  o p in io n s  o f  
p h y s ic s  o r  g e o m e try .  I t  d o e s  m e  n o  in ju ry  f o r  m y  
n e ig h b o r  to  s a y  th e r e  a re  tw e n ty  g o d s , o r  n o  g o d . It 
n e i th e r  p ic k s  m y  p o c k e t  n o r  b r e a k s  m y  le g .”

“ I re c k o n  th e r e  is m u c h  tr u th  in  w h a t M r. J e f fe rs o n  
h a s  to  s a y ,”  a d d s  L in c o ln . “ B u t it  r e m in d s  m e  so m e  o f  
a n o th e r  li t t le  s to ry ,  r e g a r d in ’ th e  ju d g e  w h o  w a s  in ­
v ite d  to  s u p p e r  a n d  w e n t  to  g re a t  le n g th  c o m p l im e n tin ’ 
th e  f a r m e r  o n  th e  e x c e l le n c y  o f  h is  b e e f .  ‘I  a m  s u r ­
p r i s e d , ’ s a y s  th e  ju d g e ,  ‘th a t  y o u  h a v e  s u c h  g o o d  b e e f ;  
y o u  m u s t h a v e  to  kill th e  w h o le  c r i t t e r  w h e n  y o u  w a n t 
a n y . ’ ‘Y e s , ’ s a y s  th e  f a r m e r ,  ‘w e  n e v e r  kill l e s s ’n a 
w h o le  c r i t t e r . ’ N o w  I s u p p o s e  M r. J e f fe r s o n  r e f e r s  to  
th a t  n e c e s s i ty  to  g e t h is  b e e f . ”

“ I t  h a d  to  b e  d o n e  th a t  w a y ,”  c r ie s  J e f fe r s o n . 
“ Im p io u s  a n d  p re s u m p tu o u s  le g is la to rs  a n d  e c c le s i­
a s t ic s  s e t  u p  th e i r  o w n  o p in io n s  a n d  m o d e s  o f  th in k in g  
a s  th e  o n ly  t r u e  a n d  in fa ll ib le  o n e s ,  a n d  e n d e a v o re d  to  
im p o se  th e m  o n  o th e r s .  T h e y  s u b je c te d  o p in io n  to  
c o e rc io n ,  to  p ro d u c e  u n ifo rm ity . I s  th a t  d e s i ra b le ?  
W h a t w a s  th e  e ffe c t  o f  c o e rc io n ?  T o  m a k e  o n e -h a lf  
th e  w o rld  fo o ls  a n d  th e  o th e r  h a lf  h y p o c r i t e s .”

“ W h a t y o u  h a v e  th e r e ,  M is t-a h  J e f f e r s o n ,  a re  in ­
fe rn a l th ie v e s  a n d  c o n s c ie n c e le s s  s w in d le r s ,”  r e to r ts  
R o o s e v e l t .  “ B u t if  y o u  d o n ’t h a v e  re lig io n , w h e re  a re  I

y o u  g o in g  to  g e t  p r in c ip le s ?  A n d  if  y o u  d o n ’t h a v e  
th o s e ,  w h e re  a r e  y o u  g o in g  to  find  a n y  h o n e s t ,  s in c e re  
m e n ?  H a h ? !  W h e re  a re  th e y  g o in g  to  g e t m o r a l i ty ? ”  

“ T h e  s te a d y  c h a r a c te r  o f  o u r  c o u n tr y m e n  s h o u ld  
b e  th e  ro c k  to  w h ic h  w e  m a y  s a f e ly  m o o r ,”  s a y s  
J e f fe r s o n . “ I  p ro p o s e d  th e  d e m o lit io n  o f  th e  c h u rc h  
e s ta b l is h m e n t  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t ly  f r e e d o m  o f  re lig io n —  
f o r  th e  J e w  a n d  th e  G e n tile ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  a n d  th e  
M o h o m e ta n , th e  H in d o o , in f id e l, a n d  o f  e v e ry  d e ­
n o m in a t io n .”

W a s h in g to n  a s k s ,  “ O rg a n iz e d  re lig io n  s e e m s  to  
h a v e  its  p la c e  a s  a  c iv iliz in g  fo r c e  in  a  s e c u la r  s o c ie ty ,  
d o n ’t y o u  th in k ?  T h o u g h  b e in g  n o  b ig o t m y s e lf  to  a n y  
m o d e  o f  w o rs h ip , I a m  d is p o s e d  to  in d u lg e  th e  p r o ­
f e s s o r s  o f  C h r is t ia n ity  in  th e i r  c h u rc h ,  a s  th a t  ro a d  to  
h e a v e n  w h ic h  to  th e m  sh a ll s e e m  th e  m o s t d i r e c t ,  
p la in e s t ,  e a s ie s t ,  a n d  le a s t  liab le  to  e x c e p t io n s .”  

“ A n d  w h a t o f  o th e r  o p in io n s ? ”  d e m a n d s  J e f fe r s o n .  
“ F re e d o m  o f  re lig io n  i s n ’t l im i te d ,”  r e p l ie s  W a s h ­

in g to n . “ G o o d  w o rk m e n  m a y  b e  o f  A s ia , A f r ic a ,  o r  
E u ro p e . A n d  so  th e y  m a y  b e  M o h a m m e d a n s , J e w s ,  
o r  C h r is tia n s  o f  a n y  s e c t ,  o r  th e y  m a y  b e  a th e is t s .  
P ro v id e n c e  d e te r m in e s  th a t  e v e ry th in g  h a p p e n s  f o r  
th e  b e s t .  H o w  th in g s  te rm in a te  is k n o w n  o n ly  to  th e  
G re a t  R u le r  o f  e v e n ts ;  a n d  c o n fid in g  in  th a t  w is d o m  a n d  
g o o d n e s s ,  w e  m a y  s a f e ly  t r u s t  th e  is s u e  to  H im  w ith o u t 
p e rp le x in g  o u rs e lv e s  to  s e e k  f o r  th a t  w h ic h  is b e y o n d  
h u m a n  k e n . W e  sh o u ld  o n ly  ta k e  c a re  to  p e r f o rm  th e  
p a r ts  a s s ig n e d  to  u s  in  a  w a y  th a t  r e a s o n  a n d  o u r  o w n  
c o n s c ie n c e s  a p p ro v e  o f . ”

“ S im p ly  s u p e r b ,  M is t-a h  W a s h in g to n !”  s a y s  R o o s e ­
v e lt .  “ I r a th e r  a g re e  w ith  a ll th a t ,  b u t s ta te  it  s im p ly : 
F e a r  G o d , a n d  ta k e  y o u r  o w n  p a r t . ”

“ Y o u  m ig h t m o re  a p p ro p r ia te ly  s a y  ‘T r u s t  in  D iv in e  
P r o v id e n c e ,’ to  c o m p e l u s  to  d o  r ig h t a s  H is  m e a n s  to  
e s ta b l is h  ju s t i c e ,”  a d d s  L in c o ln .

“ A n d  th a t  is so m e th in g  a c c o m p lis h e d  th ro u g h  th e  
e x e rc is e  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  w ith o u t a  s ta te  r e l ig io n ,”  
s a y s  J e f fe r s o n . “ D o g m a  is th e  e n e m y !  T h e  m o ra l 
s y s te m  o f  J e s u s ,  if filled  u p  in  th e  s ty le  a n d  sp ir i t  o f  th e  
r ic h  f r a g m e n ts  th a t  H e  le f t  u s ,  w o u ld  b e  th e  m o s t  p e r ­
f e c t  a n d  su b lim e  th a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  ta u g h t  b y  m a n . 
B u t— b u t th o s e  d o c tr in e s  h a v e  b e e n  d is f ig u re d  b y  th e  
c o r r u p tio n s  o f  s c h is m a tiz in g  fo l lo w e rs .  F r i t te r e d  in to  
s u b tle t ie s  a n d  o b s c u r e d  w ith  ja r g o n .”

“ T h e  ja rg o n  c a n  b e  im p r e s s iv e ,”  s a y s  L in c o ln . 
“ R e m in d s  m e th a t  I o n c e  d is tr ib u te d  so m e  p a tro n a g e  
to  th e  e x tr e m e  d is p le a s u re  o f  S e n a to r  F e s s e n d e n  
fro m  M a in e , a n d  d id  h e  le t lo o s e  so m e  in te m p e ra te  
la n g u a g e  a t  m e! ‘Y o u ’re  a n  E p is c o p a l ia n , a r e n ’t y o u , 
S e n a to r ? ’ I  a s k e d . ‘Y e s  s i r , ’ h e  s a y s ,  ‘I b e lo n g  to  th a t  
c h u r c h . ’ ‘I th o u g h t s o , ’ I re p l ie d , ‘Y o u  E p is c o p a l ia n s  
all s w e a r  a lik e . B u t S e c re ta ry  o f  W a r  S ta n to n  is  a  
P re s b y te r ia n . Y o u  o u g h t to  h e a r  h im  s w e a r ! ’ ”

“ I h a v e  n e v e r  h a d  th e  a c q u a in ta n c e  o f  th is  S ta n to n , 
M r. L in c o ln ,”  s a y s  W a s h in g to n , “ b u t  sw e a r in g  is  a  
v ic e  I h a v e  b e e n  w ell a c q u a in te d  w ith . T h e  n a m e  o f  
G o d  w a s  c o n s ta n t ly  im p re c a te d  a n d  p ro f a n e d  in th e  
fie ld , a n  in d e c e n t  m a n n e r  o f  so lic itin g  P ro v id e n c e !”  
(L in c o ln  c h u c k le s .)

6 LIBER TY  N O V EM B ER/D EC EM BER . 1976



“ C o u ld  n o t  to le r a te  th e  h a b it ,  m y s e l f ,”  s a y s  R o o s e ­
v e l t ,  “ a lth o u g h  I n o te  th a t  y o u  d id  h a v e  so m e  o u t ­
b u r s t s ,  G e n e ra l  W a s h in g to n .”

“ L a p s e s  o f  d is c ip l in e ,”  s a y s  W a s h in g to n  u n e a s i ly . 
“ U n d ig n if ie d . I m u s t p le a d  th e  s t r e s s e s  o f  th e  a f f r a y .”  

“ In d e e d ,  y o u r  w ra th  c o u ld  b e  m o s t t r e m e n d o u s ,”  
s a y s  J e f fe r s o n  (a s  h e  s m ile s ) ,  “ b u t  y o u r  p r u d e n c e  a n d  
in te g r i ty  c e r ta in ly  e x o n e r a te d  y o u r  o c c a s io n a l  t e m p e r s . 
I f  a n y  p e o p le  d e s e r v e  to  b e  o b je c ts  o f  s w e a r in g , it 
w o u ld  b e  c le r g y m e n !”

“ A h e m , J e f f e r s o n ,  th e r e  a re  g o o d  m e n  in  th e  c le rg y  
t o o , ”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t ,  “ th o u g h  th e r e  a re  th o s e  so  
n a r ro w -m in d e d  a s  to  th in k  th e i r  c re e d  th e  o n ly  c r e e d .”  

“ M u c h  lik e  th e  m in is te r  w h o  v is ite d  m e  d u r in g  th e  
w a r ,  w h o  e x p re s s e d  th e  h o p e  th a t  th e  L o rd  w a s  o n  o u r  
s id e ,”  s a y s  L in c o ln .  “ I  to ld  h im  th a t  I w a s  m o re  c o n ­
c e rn e d  th a t  w e  w e re  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  L o rd . T h e  p u r ­
p o s e s  o f  D iv in e  P ro v id e n c e  c a n  b e  d if fe re n t th a n  th e  
p u rp o s e s  o f  c le rg y . A s  f o r  m e , w h e n  a n y  c h u rc h  w ill 
in s c r ib e  o v e r  i ts  a l t a r ,  a s  i ts  so le  q u a lif ic a tio n  f o r  
m e m b e rs h ip , th e  S a v io u r ’s c o n d e n s e d  s ta te m e n t  o f  
th e  s u b s ta n c e  o f  b o th  la w  a n d  g o s p e l ,  ‘T h o u  s h a l t  lo v e  
th e  L o rd  th y  G o d  w ith  all th y  h e a r t ,  a n d  w ith  all th y  
s o u l , . . . a n d  w ith  a ll th y  m in d ; a n d  th y  n e ig h b o r  a s  
th y s e l f , ’ th a t  c h u r c h  w ill I jo in  w ith  a ll m y  h e a r t  a n d  all 
m y  s o u l .”

“ J o in  to  w h a t  p u r p o s e ,  L in c o ln ? ”  a s k s  J e f fe r s o n . 
“ I h a v e  o f te n  d e s p a i r e d  o f  G o d  o r  a f te r l i f e .  E v e n  n o w  
’t is  still a  q u e s t io n ,  th o u g h  I h a v e  m o re  e v id e n c e  f o r  a n  
o p in io n , b u t  w h a t  c a n  th o s e  p e o p le  w h o  lo o k  a t  u s  e a c h  
d a y  th in k ? ”

“ I c o n s id e r  th e  h u m a n  m in d  to  b e  im p e lle d  to  a c t io n , 
o r  h e ld  in  r e s t ,  b y  so m e  p o w e r  o v e r  w h ic h  th e  m in d  
it s e l f  h a s  n o  c o n t r o l , ”  r e p l ie s  L in c o ln .

“ I t  g o e s  w ith o u t  s a y in g !”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t .  “ Y o u , 
J e f f e r s o n ,  c a lle d  th e m  s e l f -e v id e n t  t r u th s .  Y o u  w ro te  
th a t  th e  C re a to r  e n d o w e d  u s  w ith  c e r ta in  u n a lie n a b le  
r ig h ts . W ith o u t a  C r e a to r  to  g a u g e  a c t io n s  a g a in s t th e r e  
w o u ld n ’t b e  r ig h t o r  w ro n g , o r  ju s t i c e ! ”

“ W h a t g o o d  is th a t  if  c i t iz e n s  lu s t  a f t e r  s h a c k le s  f o r  
th e i r  m in d s ? ”  a s k s  J e f f e r s o n .  “ R e a s o n  a n d  f r e e  in q u iry  
a re  th e  o n ly  e f f e c tu a l  a g e n ts  a g a in s t  ty r a n n y .  G iv e  re in  
to  th e m , a n d  th e y  w ill s u p p o r t  t r u e  re lig io n , b y  b r in g ­
ing  e v e ry  fa ls e  o n e  to  th e i r  t r ib u n a l ,  to  th e  te s t  o f  th e i r  
in v e s tig a tio n . I f  th o s e  p e o p le  w h o  lo o k  u p  a t  u s  re s tr a in  
in q u iry  n o w , th e n  p r e s e n t  c o r r u p t io n s  w ill b e  p ro te c te d  
a n d  n e w  o n e s  e n c o u ra g e d .  D iffe re n c e  o f  o p in io n  is 
a d v a n ta g e o u s  in  re lig io n . P o w e r  te n d s  to  c o r r u p t  th e  
p r in c ip le s  o f  th a t  v e ry  re lig io n  it is m e a n t  to  e n c o u r ­
a g e .”

“ I w o n ’t d is s im u la te ! ”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t .  “ Y o u  c a n ’t 
b a c k  a w a y  f ro m  m o ra l p r in c ip le .  T h e  r ig h te o u s  w ill 
f igh t f o r  r ig h t,  a g a in s t  th o s e  w e a k - liv e re d  m o n g re ls  
w h o  c o m p o u n d  th e i r  m o ra l m y o p ia  w ith  th e  c o m p lic a ­
t io n s  o f  in te lle c tu a l  s t r a b is m u s ! ”

“ T h e  f irs t p r in c ip le  is  f r e e  in q u i r y ,”  re s p o n d s  
J e f fe r s o n .  “ Q u e s t io n  w ith  b o ld n e s s — e v e n  th e  e x is t ­
e n c e  o f  G o d ; b e c a u s e  if  th e r e  b e  O n e  H e  m u s t m o re  
a p p ro v e  o f  th e  h o m a g e  o f  r e a s o n  th a n  th a t  o f  b l in d ­
fo ld e d  f e a r . ”

“ B u t w h a t  if  y o u r  f r e e  in q u iry  le a d s  to  th e  a b a n d o n ­
m e n t o f  m o r a ls ? ”  a s k s  R o o s e v e l t .

“ I c o n s id e r  th a t  a  f r e e  m in d  w ill liv e  w e ll a n d  
w o r th i ly  in  s o c i e ty ,”  s a y s  J e f f e r s o n .  “ In d e e d ,  th a t  is 
w h y  f o r  e v e ry  s e rm o n  y o u  h e a r  o n  a  m o ra l s u b je c t ,  y o u  
c a n  h e a r  te n  o n  th e  d o g m a s  o f  a  s e c t . ”

“ I c o u ld  n o t d e n y  th e  fin g e r o f  P ro v id e n c e  w o rk in g  
in  o u r  a f f a i r s ,”  s a y s  W a s h in g to n . “ O n ly  w ith  th e  
b le s s in g  o f  P ro v id e n c e  c o u ld  w e  h a v e  o b ta in e d  v ic to ry  
in  th e  s tru g g le  f o r  in d e p e n d e n c e .  I  c a n  o n ly  c o n c lu d e  
th a t  th e  w ill o f  P ro v id e n c e  is  to  f u r th e r  th e  w e lf a r e  o f  
m a n k in d , a n d  to  d e n y  it is to  d e n y  g o o d . B u t it  m a t te r e d  
litt le  to  m e  in  w h ic h  c h u rc h  I  g a v e  m y  th a n k s .”

“ I a m  o f  a  s e c t  b y  m y s e l f ,”  s a y s  J e f fe r s o n .
“ W e ll, I h a v e  n o  t r u c k  w ith  b ig o try  a g a in s t  a n o th e r  

m a n ’s r e l ig io n ,”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t .  “ B u t g iv e  m e  s te rn  
w o r th , v ig o r , h o n e s ty ,  a n d  p u b lic  s p i r i te d n e s s .  . . . 
T h a t ’s th e  n e c e s s i ty ,  n o t  in  w h ic h  c h u rc h  th e y  c a n  b e  
le a r n e d !”

“ I a s c e r ta in  I c a n  a g re e  w ith  a ll o f  y o u ,”  L in c o ln  
sa y s . “ T h e  g u a ra n te e  o f  th e  r ig h ts  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  a s  
fo u n d  in  o u r  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  is m o s t s a c r e d  a n d  in v io ­
la b le ,  a n d  o n e  th a t  b e lo n g s  n o  le s s  to  th e  C a th o l ic  th a n  
to  th e  P r o te s ta n t  o r  J e w — w h ic h  re m in d s  m e  o f  a  s to ry .  
I t  s e e m s  T h e o d o r e ,  h e r e ,  h a d  a n  a s s o r te d  h e r i ta g e . 
A n ’ I u n d e r s ta n d  w h e n  h e  w a s  c a m p a ig n in ’, a n d  h e  
w o u ld  g re e t  a  D u tc h  v o te r ,  h e  c o u ld  s a y  ‘Y o u  h a v e  a 
D u tc h  n a m e !  1 h a v e  D u tc h  b lo o d  m y s e lf !  W e ll, y o u  a re  
a  G e rm a n . S o  a m  I ! ’ S e e m s  o n e  d a y  h e  w a s  c a lle d  
u p o n  b y  a  J e w is h  v o te r ,  a n d  r e s p o n d e d  a s  a lw a y s ,  
‘C o n g r a tu la t io n s ! I a m  p a r t ly  J e w is h  t o o !’ (W a s h in g to n  
la u g h s .)  W h ic h  m a y  b e  a  m o re  u n iv e r s a l  f a c t  th a n  
f a n c y  c o n c e rn in g  y o u r  v ie w s .”

A  s h o r t  s i le n c e  fa lls  in to  th e  s ib ila n t,  d is c o u rs in g  
th o u g h ts ;  a w a y  o n  th e  e a s te r n  h o r iz o n ,  to  w h e re  th e  
p r e s id e n ts  lo o k , a  f a in t  lin e  o f  lig h t a p p e a r s  b e y o n d  th e  
B a d la n d s .

“ W e ll , a h e m , M is t-a h  L in c o ln !”  s a y s  R o o s e v e l t .  
“ I d o  re c a l l a  c e r ta in  s to ry  m y s e lf ! ”

“ A n d  w h a t is th a t ,  T h e o d o r e ? ”  a s k s  L in c o ln .
“ B a c k  in  th e  C iv il W a r , I ’v e  h e a r d ,  tw o  Q u a k e r  

la d ie s  w e re  e n g ro s s e d  in  a  c o n v e r s a t io n  o n  a  ra i lro a d  
c o a c h ,  ta lk in g  o v e r  th e  p ro g r e s s  o f  th e  w a r .  ‘I th in k  
J e f f  D a v is  w ill s u c c e e d , ’ s a y s  o n e . ‘W h y  d o e s  th e e  
th in k  s o ? ’ a s k s  h e r  c o m p a n io n . ‘B e c a u s e  J e f fe r s o n  
D a v is  is a  p r a y in ’ m a n ,’ th e  f irs t s a y s . ‘A n ’ so  is 
A b ra h a m  a  p r a y in ’ m a n , ’ s a y s  th e  o th e r .  ‘Y e s , ’ s a y s  th e  
f irs t , ‘b u t th e  L o rd  w ill th in k  A b ra h a m  is jo k in ’. ’ ”  
(R o o s e v e l t  g u f fa w s , W a s h in g to n  la u g h s , J e f f e r s o n  
sm ile s , a n d  L in c o ln  h a s  a  d e e p ,  s lo w  c h u c k le .)

A  P a rk  S e rv ic e  ra n g e r  o n  e a r ly  d u ty  a t  M o u n t  R u s h -  
m o re  p e rk s  h is  d r o w s y  h e a r in g  to  s o m e  u n a c c u s to m e d  
s o u n d s  o f  d is ta n t  m e rr im e n t , a lm o s t  lo s t b e h in d  th e  
so o th in g  ru s tle  o f  a  lig h t b reeze . T h e n  he  re la xe s; th e y  
m u s t  be  o n ly  th e  c h ir p s  o f  b ir d s , g re e tin g  th e  su d d e n  
f lo o d  o f  r is in g  su n lig h t ra d ia tin g  o n  th e  fa c e s  a t  
R u s h m o r e .  □
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The American Dream:

During th is B icentennial year 
A m ericans have relived a d ream : 
A dream  of m oral and intellectual 
g rea tness , o f self-ev iden t tru th s 

and unalienable righ ts, o f m en who 
pledged the ir lives, their fo rtu n es, and 
the ir sacred  honor to  ideals th a t w ould 
com m and the adm iration  o f the w orld. 
W e have been bathed  in rhe to ric  ranging 
from  reasons fo r repen tance— W ate r­
gate , V ietnam , colonialism , co rrup tion , 
crim e, m aterialism — to  se lf-congratu­
la tory  paeans on A m erican m oral and 
m aterial superio rity .

W hat is the A m erican dream ? H as it 
tu rned  into a n igh tm are? To answ er 
these questions we m ust go back and 
suffer again the b irth  pangs of a nation , 
explore its ado lescence  and m anhood , 
probe its m oral in tegrity , in short, dream

Though nearing life ’s half-century  
m ark, I  still have no t spen t one decade in 
A m erica . In som e  w ays I ’m  a lm ost like 
an A m erican  in exile. M y fam ily  does 
have deep roots in A m erican soil. I 'm  a 
“Son  o f  the A m erican  R evo lu tio n ,” 
having as a direct ancestor D avid Beach, 
who fo u g h t with the N ew  Jersey V olun­
teers against G reat Britain in the R evolu­
tionary War.

I was born abroad, o f  m issionary  
parents. I  still rem em ber quite d istinctly, 
as an 8-year-old, approaching by ship  
the shores o f  A m erica  fo r  the first time  
and looking both with awe and elation at 
the grande dam e, the S ta tue  o f  L iberty. 
Indeed, “Breathes there the m an, with 
soul so dead, W ho never to h im self has 
said, This is m y ow n, m y  native la n d ? ” 
Forty years have now  passed, bu t I still 
feel the pulse o f  pa trio tism  every tim e the 
N ew  Y ork  skyline or the sea o f  L o s  A n ­
geles lights com es into view.

It is from  m y hom e in E ngland tha t I 
have participated  in the B icentennial 
hurrahing and, unsubm erged by all the 
hoopla, have sought to  take a detached  
look a t m y  hom eland. W hatever the 
case, I  have written this article with 
mingled pride and  pain. A n d  prayer. 
Prayer tha t the finest vision o f  the 
A m erican  dream  will yet find  reality in 
an ultim ate and perm anent “revolu­
tion. ”

its d ream s and see its visions.
It is difficult to overestim ate  the sig­

nificance of the founding of the U nited 
S tates. A nation w as created  as an in­
telligent and free ly  arrived  at act. Prior 
to  th is, nations sim ply grew  o r evolved 
o r w ere born  in conquest. The A m erican 
R evolution  is p robably  the only m ajor 
revolu tion  tha t did not betray  the asp i­
rations of its ch ild ren , though perhaps its 
grandchild ren  have not lived up to ex ­
pecta tions. It has ac ted  as a cataly tic 
agent and inspiration  to millions o f peo­
ple aim ing a t a free and rational fu ture 
based on independence and nationhood. 
The A m erican R evolution and C onstitu ­
tion  still p roduce echoes from  distant 
shores, especially  in the T hird W orld.

M any of the F ounding Fathers thought 
in global term s. The patrio tic o rator

Patrick  H enry  spoke o f lighting the 
candle to all the w orld. B enjam in F ran k ­
lin, tha t foun t o f earthy  w isdom , ex ­
claim ed: “ O ur cause is the cause of all 
m ank ind .”  John  A dam s, the n a tio n ’s 
second P residen t, looked ahead and 
claim ed A m ericans had fought “ fo r 
fu ture  millions and m illions o f m illions”  
in order to  “ spread L iberty  and E nligh t­
enm ent everyw here  in the w o rld .”  The 
au thor o f the D eclaration  o f Independ ­
ence, T hom as Jefferson , asserted  “ we 
are acting  fo r all m an k in d ,”  and B en ja ­
min R ush , the w ell-know n physician  and 
signer o f the D eclaration , revealed  the 
sam e universal ou tlook: “ I w as anim ated  
constan tly  by a belief tha t I w as acting 
fo r the benefit o f the w hole w orld , and o f 
fu tu re  a g e s .”

A m erica em bodied the hopefu l d ream s 
of E urope. She w as seen as a kind of 
earth ly  parad ise, the N ew  W orld d e ­
liberately set aside by P rov idence. The 
m eaning of U .S . nationhood  w as seen 
by m any as G od endeavoring  to  m ake a 
new beginning in hum an h is to ry . T his is 
illustrated  by the m otto  found  on the 
G reat Seal o f the U nited  S ta tes: “N ovus  
Ordo Seclorum  (“ a new  o rder o f the 
ages” ].”  A m erica, in her ow n view  and 
in that o f E u ropeans, rep resen ted  living 
proof of the E n ligh tenm en t’s hope “ that 
the earth  could be tran sfo rm ed  from  a 
place o f m isery to  an  abode o f happiness 
and co n ten tm en t.”  1 “ T he F rench  E n ­
lightenm ent consisten tly  saw  the A m eri­
can R evolution  and the founding  o f the 
new A m erican nation as a harb inger of 
the p erfec t w orld w hich w as in the 
m aking.”  2 This vision is part and parcel 
of the A m erican d ream , w hich has ex ­
erted  such a strong m agnetic and m ythi­
cal influence around  the w orld : A m erica 
—the place w here people , in individual 
and religious liberty , could  find un­
excelled opportun ities, under G od, fo r 
talent and hard w ork and  could go ou t to 
challenge and conquer the w ilderness. It 
is th is civil and religious liberty  tha t has 
rightly been  called “ the bulw ark and

B. B. B each is secretary o f  the N orthern  
E urope-W est A frica  D ivision o f  the S ev­
enth-day A d ven tis t C hurch, and is also  
an associa te  director o f  the In ternational 
Religious L iberty  A ssocia tion .
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Is¡ttuminqintoan¡qhtmare?
Amß A ^ß  By B. B. Beach

g lo ry”  of the U nited  S tates.
T hus, the n ineteen th  cen tu ry  has been 

nam ed the cen tu ry  o f the A m erican 
dream , desp ite  the sobering  even ts o f the 
Civil W ar. A m assive flow of 35 million 
im m igrants from  E urope  broke in three 
g rea t w aves against A m erican  shores. It 
is these successive “ geologic d ep o sits”  
of e thnic and religious heterogeneity  
that have crea ted  the A m erica we know — 
land of m inorities and nation  o f nations, 
the place to  w hich the opp ressed  have 
been able to  tu rn  w ith hope.

The grow ing im pact o f A m erica on 
hum an civ ilization  is so ex tensive  tha t 
it is hard to give justice  to  it. H istorian  
H enry S teele C om m ager has listed a 
num ber of its fundam ental political and 
social con tribu tions:

1. Solving colonialism : Prior to the 
U .S . the solu tion  w as sim ply to exploit 
the colon ies. The U .S . colonized the 
vast w estern  h in terland  and  solved the 
colonial problem  by sim ply making 
sovereign sta tes ou t o f the colonies 
(territories).

2. E stab lish ing  the federal principles 
associated  w ith the m otto  E  Pluribus 
U num — “ one ou t of m an y .”

3. D em ocracy: G overnm ent derives its 
pow ers from  the co n sen t o f the people 
and the C onstitu tional C onvention  or 
C onstitu tional am endm ent is the w ay 
to  show  this consen t (this is now gen­
erally  accep ted  in theory  around  the 
w orld, though it is fa r from  alw ays being 
applied in practice). The governm ent is 
lim ited through checks and  balances and 
free elec tions (this concep t con tinues to 
be challenged by the abso lu te  sta te).

4. E quality : T hat m en are created  
equal, has been  revealed  m ore in A m er­
ica than  in o ther societies. H ow ever, there 
w ere som e disfiguring b irthm arks. 
E quality  w as not ex tended  to  Indians 
and especially  no t to  th e  b lacks— or to 
w om en, fo r th a t m atter.

5. F reedom  of the p ress.
6. M ilitary au thority  su b jec t to  civilian 

authority .
7. M ass education : T his is a  crow ning 

ach ievem en t, w hat H orace  M ann called 
the “ great equ a lize r”  o r “ balance 
w heel”  o f society . It helps b reak  the 
mold o f social stratification  by avoiding 
p rem ature typecasting  o f children . In this

Thirteen-year-old Dean T hom pson , o f B ethany B each, Delaware, drew this illustra­
tion last year to express the part the Bible has played in A m er ica 's  developm ent.

" I 'v e  liked drawing ever since I was little. I 've  a lw ays had tha t talent, ”  Dean said  
in a telephone interview. Talent indeed. H e won two art aw ards last year as a seventh- 
grader a t Selbyville (Delaware) M iddle Schoo l and  has been com m issioned  by the 
school to  do a wall m ural this year. He th inks the m ural will have a B icentennial flavor.

D ean's fa ther, R obert T hom pson , a fo rm er professional graphics designer, is pas- 
tor-evangelist o f  the Sonrise Seventh-day A d ven tis t church and d irector o f the Sonrise  
B etter Living Program in B ethany Beach. H is m other, June, coordinates the program .
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w ay a dem ocratic  society  can em erge, 
eschew ing a self-perpetuating  c lass­
conscious educational elite o f econom ic 
and social privilege.

The A m erican  cultu ral ascendancy  is 
an aston ish ing  phenom enon. D uring its 
first cen tu ry , A m erica w as clearly  a 
deb to r cu ltu re  to  E urope. T oday  the 
cultural trade  balance has sw ung defi­
n itely  in favo r o f the U .S . T he nation  has 
m oved from  colonial to  w orld-pow er s ta ­
tus. T he velvet-g love ty ranny  o f H olly ­
wood and B roadw ay and o f the A m erican 
com m unication  and  advertising  m edia, 
including the R ea d er’s D igest, is ex e r­
cised over the w hole g lobe, influencing 
the m inds and  habits o f coun tless people, 
including m any living in the socialist 
countries o f E as te rn  E urope.

The skyscraper (first called  “ cloud- 
sc rap e r” ) has m ushroom ed everyw here 
and becom e the sym bol o f A m erican 
civilization. The literary  w orld is m uch 
influenced by A m erican w rite rs , e s ­
pecially  since W orld W ar II. A m erican 
m usic (jazz , rock , soul, e t ce te ra ), e s ­
pecially the A fro-A m erican sty les, has 
becom e pervasive around  the w orld and 
has crea ted  the m usical dialect o f young 
people in m any co rners o f the earth . 
A m ericans traveling  abroad  can  hear 
A m erican m usic as soon as they  tu rn  on 
the rad io .

Since W orld W ar II A m erican painting 
and  scu lp ture  tend  to  dom inate the visual 
a rts , and N ew  Y ork is said to  be the art 
capital o f the w orld. M uch o f th is culture 
penetra tion  is due to  A m erican sales­
m anship, and  the cu rren t cultu ral hard 
sell is superio r even  to  tha t o f A lexander 
the G reat in fav o r o f H ellenism .

The A m erican im pact on science and 
technology is unexcelled . It is said tha t 80 
per cen t o f pure science is ach ieved  today  
in the U nited  S ta tes. H ow ever, the 
characteristic  A m erican con tribu tion  
lies in the harnessing  of science to  tech ­
nological advance . It is the A m erican 
technological im pulse tha t has show n 
w hat m achines can do fo r the freedom  
and prosperity  o f hum an beings and to 
raise the standard  of living. On the o ther 
hand, in m aking life m ore com fortab le , 
A m erica has no t succeeded  in m aking life 
really  happier. (Som e w ag has rev ised  the 
D eclaration  of Independence to  read

that “ all m en . . . are endow ed . . . w ith 
certa in  inalienable righ ts, tha t am ong 
these are  life, liberty , and the pursu it of 
m oto ring” !)

C hristians and Jew s are especially  
aw are o f the A m erican religious con tri­
bution . F o rem ost is religious liberty  and 
its co ro llary , separation  of church and 
sta te . T his ach ievem en t is itself P rovi­
den tial, because  there w as no initial 
com m itm ent to  religious liberty  in C o­
lonial A m erica. F or exam ple, before 
1776 any fa th er in the C olony of V ir­
ginia w ho denied the T rin ity  risked hav ­
ing custody  o f his child ren  taken  from  
him . O ther com plem ents of religious 
liberty  have been the equality  o f religions 
(though som e, m ainly fo r reasons o f size, 
are a little m ore equal than  o thers!) and 
denom inationalism . T he la tter and re ­
ligious liberty  opera te  together in the 
form  of a “ friend ly  c irc le ,”  each in turn  
helping to  p roduce the o ther. In connec­
tion w ith the fram ing of the A m erican 
C onstitu tion  and  the Bill o f R ights, Jam es 
M adison declared : “ In a free  govern ­
m ent the security  o f religious rights co n ­
sists in a m ultiplicity of s e c ts .”

A m erica has m ade a rem arkable con ­
tribu tion  to the foreign m issionary m ove­
m ent and the w orldw ide expansion  of 
C hristian ity . In a  clim ate of liberty , re ­
ligion flourished, and so did the n a tio n ’s 
econom y. To run  a successfu l m ission­
ary  program  takes at least tw o things:

1. D edicated  life offering of people.
2. A bundant financial offerings. 

A m erica p rovided both  these elem ents, 
and as a resu lt we have the great cen tury  
of P ro testan t m issions. T oday approxi­
m ately 75 per cen t o f P ro testan t m is­
sionaries com e from  the U nited S tates 
and m ostly  from  churches or societies 
that do not belong to  the N ational C oun­
cil o f C hurches. M uch of the w orldw ide 
financial support o f C hristian ity  com es 
from  A m erica.

It is im possible to ignore the im por­
tance in A m erican h isto ry  of its early  
C hristian-m oral trad ition , w hich as­
serted  th a t the U nited S tates cam e into 
ex is tence  as a separa ted  nation  “ G od was 
using to  m ake a new  beginning fo r m an­
k ind” — a kind o f “ A m erican Is ra e l.” 3 
A m erica can thus not really be under­
stood save on the basis o f fa ith  in a

sovereign God. The hope of the P uritans, 
as o f m any o thers, w as to  p repare  fo r the 
kingdom  of God through P ro testan t re ­
new al. R ichard N iebuhr has pointed  out 
that in o ther countries it m ay be possible 
to ignore the C hristian  revivals o f the 
eighteenth  and n ineteen th  cen tu ries , but 
not in the U nited  S ta tes. T he aw akening 
to  nationhood paralleled the aw akening 
to G od. The C hristian  enligh tenm ent 
stood by and abetted  the national en ­
ligh tenm ent.4 The early  em phasis, 
even in Jeffersonian  deism , w as on d i­
vine p rovidence, not hum an power.

It is here tha t tragedy  creeps into 
A m erican h isto ry  and the “ lam blike”  
qualities are gradually  sm othered  by 
“ d ragonlike”  charac te ristics. The 
prophetic  p icture is p resen ted  in R eve­
lation 13:11-15. A beast— a nation  or 
political pow er— em erges a t about the 
tim e w hen the healing of the p ap acy ’s 
“ deadly  w ound”  is to  begin. A round 
1750 John  W esley w rote th a t this pow er 
had not yet appeared , bu t th a t it should 
soon com e, fo r it w as to arise a t the end 
of the fo rty -tw o  m onths (of papal su ­
prem acy). The deadly  w ound w as in­
flicted over a period  o f several years in 
connection  w ith the even ts o f the F rench  
Revolution and w as d ram atized  by the 
p o p e’s im prisonm ent in 1798. T his new  
pow er w as to  arise , not from  the w aters 
of peoples w hipped up by the w inds of 
strife and overthrow ing  o th er pow ers, 
but “ out o f the e a r th ,”  from  te rrito ry  not 
previously  populated  and  occupied  by 
w arring m ultitudes, and this pow er w as 
to grow in relative peace . T his lam blike 
nation is none o ther than  the U nited 
S tates o f A m erica.

Then the p icture changes, and the 
you thfu l, gentle, equitab le  nation  begins 
to act like a dragon. The descen t from  the 
lam blike idealism  of Puritanism  to  the 
dragonish Y ankeeism  w as accom plished 
w ith unseem ly haste . P rosperity  w as no 
longer sought to  serve G od, bu t to  serve 
p rosperity  itself. The Founding F athers 
saw A m erica as the tu to r to  lead in the 
regeneration  o f m ankind; the dragon­
voiced nation  sees itself as the m aster 
o r policem an o f the w orld . Faith  in the 
com ing kingdom  of G od w as slow ly but 
surely transfo rm ed  into belief in evo lu ­
tionary  progress. “ The old idea o f A m eri­
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can C hristians as a chosen  people who 
had been called to  a  special task  w as 
turned  into the notion  o f a chosen  nation 
especially  favored . . . .  As the n ine­
teen th  cen tu ry  w ent on , the note of di­
vine favoritism  w as increasingly 
so u n d ed .” 5 All this p roduced  an in­
flation of vanity  tha t led to  the rap , tap , 
and slap concep t o f m anifest destiny .

O ne assum ption  th a t co lors A m erican 
relations w ith o ther people is A m erican 
m aterial and m oral superio rity . It is the 
belief tha t, no m atte r w hat, there is a 
generic d ifference betw een  A m erica 
and o ther coun tries. As A m erican in- 
dustrio-technological pow er and m ilitary 
might have grow n, so has w hat has been 
called the arrogance  o f pow er— speak ­
ing like a dragon . A m erica has not 
escaped  L ord  A c to n ’s dictum  that 
“ pow er tends to  c o rru p t.”  The pow er of 
Wall S tree t has p rov ided  the m oney, 
m esm eric H ollyw ood the en te rta inm en t, 
the m ighty m ultinational corpora tions 
the consum er goods, big w heel D e­
tro it the m obility , and  the iron-handed 
Pentagon the security . Faith  in G od has 
declined in inverse p roportion  to  the 
grow th of the vanity  o f pow er. “ In G od 
W e T ru s t”  has been largely replaced 
by a civil religion w hose ob jec t o f de­
votion is not G od, bu t religion, a pop­
ular, vague belief in the “ A m erican  w ay 
o f life .”  A sociological w orld view has 
replaced the G od-cen tered  view that 
gave A m erica its sp iritual buttressing .

W hat has been the resu lt o f the lam b- 
to-dragon m etam orphosis?  Is it not a 
dow nw ard  spiral o f m oral canker and 
social decom position? Is not the G od of 
C reation  a jealous G od, not because of 
the am azing ach ievem en ts o f A m erica in 
so m any dom ains o f life and  civilization, 
but because  millions o f A m ericans have 
fo rgo tten  tha t they  are  crea tu res  and 
their hum an p re tensions have led them  to 
play G od? H ave we fo rgo tten  the secret 
of A m erican genius and  pow er?  An early  
F rench  visito r to  the U nited  S ta tes re ­
vealed the secre t to  his readers: “ A m er­
ica is g reat because  A m erica is good—  
and if A m erica ev er ceases to  be good— 
A m erica will cease to  be g re a t.”

A dventist w riter E llen G. W hite 
re fe rred  to  the tension  in A m erican 
h isto ry  betw een  the lam b and dragon

qualities by pointing to  the “ striking co n ­
trad iction  betw een  the p ro fessions and 
the p rac tice”  o f the U nited  S ta tes. M ar­
tin L u ther King spoke about the “ sch izo ­
phrenic p e rsona lity”  o f A m erica. T here 
have alw ays been , and there are today , 
anom alies o f A m erican life. T here are 
m onum ental con trad ic tions in A m erican 
h isto ry . This nation  pro fessed  ab h o r­
rence of m aterialism  and y e t, to  the res t 
o f the w orld , A m ericans seem  to be “ the 
m ost successfu l p ractitioners o f m a­
terialism  as a w orking c re e d .” 6

N o nation has been m ore ded ica ted  
to the spreading o f the ideas o f liberty  
and self-governm ent and ye t, no t in ­
frequen tly  o f la te , the A m erican G overn ­
m ent has felt it n ecessary  to  support 
questionable d ic ta to rsh ips . Parallel to  
strong belief in the dem ocratic  p rocess 
and law and o rd er, there  has been  a 
strain  of violence th roughout A m erican 
h isto ry . W hen it su rfaced  it killed red 
m en and enslaved black people. It re ­
vealed itself through vigilantism  in the 
W est, lynchings in  the Sou th , race and 
labor rio ts, gangland w arfare  and violent 
crim es in the cities. As the n ineteen th  
cen tury  w ore on , and ever m ore so this 
cen tu ry , a double standard  fo r h istory  
and m orality  has increasingly been taken  
fo r g ran ted . O ne exam ple w as our b o as t­
ing of liberty  w hile cherish ing slavery . 
W hile A m erica in its early  h isto ry  re ­
vealed a trad itional sense of noblesse 
oblige, a fiduciary responsib ility  and 
m ission fo r posterity , today  industrial 
M olochs are allow ed to devour the n a t­
ural resources o f land, w ater, and  air 
and to build seem ingly lim itless nuclear 
a rm a m e n ts .  A ll th is  is p a r t  o f  th e  
“ A m erican d ilem m a”  G unnar M yrdal 
has w ritten  abou t, the gap betw een  p ro ­
fession and prac tice , w hich leads to  a 
m oral self-contrad iction  and , no doubt 
at tim es, to  a sense of guilt.

D uring the early  tw entie th  cen tu ry  
there w as considerable self-confidence 
in the A m erican m an and w om an, and 
they exuded  optim ism . Today their ou t­
look is m uch less assu red . A sense of 
loss, m oral confusion , d islocation , and 
anxiety  have replaced boundless hope in 
progress and rugged individualism . In 
the afterm ath  o f V ietnam  and W ater­
gate, A m erican society  appears sick  and

its  s p i r i tu a l  c o n d it io n  d is m a l . E v e ry  
value and institu tion  is being challenged 
and sub jec ted  to  jou rnalistic  expose . 
T here  is a  sense o f “ A m erican  Parad ise  
L o s t.”

T here is, p erh ap s , a  ce rta in  elegiac 
quality  abou t con tem porary  U .S . h is­
to ry . The A m erican  w ay of life is being 
spread m ore by pow er than  m oral e x ­
am ple; m ore by  C oca-colonialism  than  
genuine popu larity . A nd yet, how  fa ir 
w ere the beginnings of th is g reat nation 
tw o hundred  years ago. O ne of the R evo­
lu tionary  F a th e rs  expressed  him self: 
“ N ever had a  co un try  so m any o p en ­
ings to  happiness as th is. H er setting  out 
in life, like the rising of a fa ir m orning, 
w as unclouded and prom ising. H er 
cause w as good. H er princip les ju s t and 
liberal. . . .  It is no t every  coun try  tha t 
can  boast so fa ir an  o rig in .”

H as the A m erican d ream  tu rned  in to  a 
n igh tm are? Y es, i/ this dream  m ean t, as 
Tom  Paine exp ressed  h im self, th a t “ we 
A m ericans have  it in our pow er  to  begin 
the w orld  aga in”  and  “ the b irthday  of a 
new  w orld is at h a n d .”  This d ream  w as 
only a  m yth  and bound  to  tu rn  in to  a bad 
dream . H ow ever, the au then tic  A m eri­
can dream  is a v ision w ith in  the C hris­
tian vision o f the com ing kingdom  of 
G od, o f w hich A m erica a t best can  be 
only a dim  reflection. T he roo ts of A m eri­
can dem ocracy  are  in G od-cen tered  re ­
ligious fa ith  and  tru th . Indeed , “ the 
b irthday  o f a  new  w o rld ”  is draw ing 
nigh. It is tow ard  this ultim ate and perm a­
nent revolution  th a t G o d ’s tru th  and  
people are  m arching on. Ju lia W ard 
H ow e’s “ B attle H ym n of the R ep u b lic ,”  
set to  the tune o f a cam p-m eeting song, 
ca tches the spirit o f the enduring  and 
tru stw orthy  A m erican  dream : “ M ine 
eyes have seen the glory of the com ing 
of the L ord . . . ”  □
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A New Ozder of Things
Did God have a hand in the founding of America?

By R euben  W . E ngstrom

s A m e r ic a  ju s t  a n o th e r  n a t io n ?  O r  d o e s  it  h a v e  le ­
g it im a te  c la im  to  a  sp e c ia l  p la c e  in  G o d ’s c a ta lo g  o f  
f a v o r e d  n a t io n s ?

I t  is  p o p u la r  to d a y  in  in te lle c tu a l  c ir c le s  to  sm ile  
d is d a in fu l ly  w h e n  f a v o r e d  s ta tu s  is  a s s e r te d .  G o d  is 
a b o v e  n a t io n s .  C o lo r  H im  n e u tr a l .

B u t B ib le  p r o p h e c y  te lls  a n o th e r  s to ry .  A m e r ic a  is 
m e n t io n e d  th e r e ,  a lo n g  w ith  o n ly  a  re la t iv e ly  f e w  o f  
h i s to r y ’s e m p ir e s .  A n d  it  is  o n e  o f  th e  e v e n  f e w e r  in  
th e  f a v o r e d -n a t io n  c a te g o ry .

N o t  th a t  a ll its  c i t iz e n s  w e a r  w h ite  h a ts .  B u t r a th e r  
th a t  it h a s  s to o d  fo r  p r in c ip le s  th a t  r a n k  a  n a t io n  a s  
g r e a t  in  G o d ’s e y e s . In  f a c t ,  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  r e p r e ­
s e n ts  a n  e x p e r im e n t  in  p o li t ic a l  p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  g o v e rn ­
m e n t n e v e r  b e fo r e  a t te m p te d  in  a ll th e  a n n a ls  o f  h u ­
m a n  h is to ry .  T h e  F o u n d in g  F a th e r s ,  s e a r c h in g  f o r  a  
m o t to  f o r  th e  n a t io n ’s G re a t  S e a l,  c o u ld  th in k  o f  n o th ­
in g  so  a p p ro p r ia te  a s  th e  w o rd s  N o v u s  O rd o  S e c lo -  
r u m — “ a  n e w  o r d e r  o f  th in g s . ”  I t  w a s  n o  e m p ty  p h ra s e .

B ib le  p ro p h e c y  fo r e te l ls  th e  r is e  a n d  fa ll o f  n a tio n s  
f o r  c e n tu r ie s ,  e v e n  m ille n n iu m s , in  a d v a n c e .  A n d  th e  
p re d ic t io n s  a re  n o t f r a g m e n ta ry .  T h e y  c o m p r is e  th e  
b ro a d  s w e e p  o f  h u m a n  h is to ry .

H e re  is  n o  m e s s a g e  s u c h  a s  th a t  d e l iv e re d  b y  th e  
D e lp h ia n  o ra c le .  W h e n  a s k e d  b y  th e  a n c ie n t  K in g  
C ro e s u s  if  h e  w o u ld  b e  s u c c e s s fu l  in  c o n f lic t w ith  P e r ­
s ia , th e  o ra c le  a n s w e re d :  “ I f  y o u  g o  to  w a r ,  a  g re a t  
k in g d o m  w ill f a l l . ”  O n e  d id , o f  c o u r s e ,  b u t  n o t  P e r s ia ,  
a s  K in g  C ro e s u s  h a d  a s s u m e d  th e  o ra c le  m e a n t .  T h e  
m e s s a g e  o f  p r o p h e c y  m a y  b e  c lo a k e d  in  s y m b o ls .  B u t 
its  in te r p r e ta t io n ,  a s  th e  B ib le  s a y s ,  “ is s u r e . ”

W h a t d o e s  th e  B ib le  s a y  a b o u t  A m e r ic a ?
T h e  S c r ip tu re s  s p e a k  p ro p h e t ic a l ly  a b o u t  n a tio n s  

a s  “ b e a s t s , ”  w h ic h  so m e h o w  s e e m s  f itt in g . T h e y  m a y  
b e  e i th e r  f e r o c io u s  o r  ta m e , d e p e n d in g  o n  th e  n a tio n  
d e s c r ib e d . T h e  sy m b o lis m  sh o u ld  n o t  s u r p r is e  a  g e n ­
e r a t io n  u s e d  to  r e f e r r in g  to  th e  R u s s ia n  b e a r ,  th e  C h i­
n e se  d ra g o n , th e  E n g lish  lio n . T w o  B ib le  b o o k s  a re  d e ­
v o te d  to  th is  p ro p h e t ic  m e n a g e r ie ,  n a m e ly  D a n ie l a n d  
R e v e la t io n . I t is in  th e  la t te r  th a t  A m e r ic a  a p p e a r s .

O f a ll th e  b e a s t  p o w e r s  o f  R e v e la t io n ,  n o n e  a re  so  
in tr ig u in g  a s  th e  tw o  o f  R e v e la t io n  13. T h e  f irs t n a tio n  
v is u a liz e d  th e r e  is  s y m b o liz e d  a s  a  b e a s t  w ith  s e v e n  
h e a d s  a n d  te n  h o rn s ,  so m e th in g  a n y  b ig -g a m e  h u n te r  
w o u ld  lo v e  to  h a v e  o v e r  h is  f ire p la c e . B u t n o t th e  u su a l 
tr o p h y ,  to  b e  su re .

T h is  b e a s t  is q u ite  g e n e ra l ly  b e lie v e d  to  b e  a  sy m b o l 
o f  th e  R o m a n  E m p ire ,  f irs t in  its  im p e r ia l p a g a n  fo rm , 
a n d  la te r  a s  a  re l ig io u s -p o lit ic a l e n t i ty .  I t  is so  m e n ­
t io n e d  b y  B ib le  c o m m e n ta to r s  s u c h  a s  A d a m  C la rk e , 
M a tth e w  H e n r y ,  a n d  m a n y  o th e r s  th ro u g h  th e  c e n tu ­
r i e s .1 T h e  R o m a n  C a th o lic  D o u a y  V e rs io n  o f  th e  B ib le  
th u s  id e n tif ie s  th e  p o w e r  in  its  f o o tn o te  o n  th e s e  
v e r s e s .  In  its  la t te r  fo r m , a s  a  re l ig io u s -p o lit ic a l p o w e r ,  
it h e ld  s w a y  o v e r  E u ro p e  u n ti l  th e  fina l y e a r s  o f  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  w h e n  it w a s  h u m b le d  b y  N a p o le o n

B o n a p a r te .
A n  in tr ig u in g  p o in t c o n c e rn in g  th is  p o w e r  a n d  o th e r s  

is th a t  th e y  c o m e  u p  “ o u t  o f  th e  s e a ”  ( s e e  D a n ie l  7  a n d  
R e v e la t io n  13). T h e  p ro p h e t  J o h n  in te r p r e ts  th is  se a  
a s  “ p e o p le s ,  a n d  m u l ti tu d e s ,  a n d  n a t io n s ,  a n d  to n g u e s ”  
(R e v e la tio n  17:15). H e re  is a  g ra p h ic  p ic tu r e  o f  o n e  n a ­
tio n  a f t e r  a n o th e r  r is in g  u p o n  th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  n a ­
tio n  b e fo r e  it , u s u a l ly  th ro u g h  m ili ta ry  c o n q u e s t .

B u t n o w , in  th e  la t te r  v e r s e s  o f  R e v e la t io n  13, w e  
e n c o u n te r  so m e th in g  d if fe re n t .  In  v is io n  J o h n  is 
s h o w n  “ a n o th e r  b e a s t  c o m in g  u p  o u t  o f  th e  e a r th ;  a n d  
h e  h a d  tw o  h o rn s  lik e  a  la m b ”  (v e r s e  11).

T h e  b e a s t ,  o r  n a t io n , a r is e s  ju s t  a t  th e  tim e  th e  R o ­
m a n  p o w e r  o f  th e  p re c e d in g  v e r s e s  su f fe rs  a  “ d e a d ly  
w o u n d ” — a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  A n d  it 
c o m e s  u p  o u t o f  th e  e a r th ,  n o t  th e  s e a ,  a n  in d ic a tio n  
th a t  it o r ig in a te s  in  a n  u n in h a b i te d  p a r t  o f  th e  e a r th .

I t h a s  a n o th e r  u n u s u a l f e a tu r e — th e  n a tu r e  o f  its  
h o rn s .  T h e  o th e r  p o w e rs  h a v e  h a d  p ro m in e n t  h o rn s —  
s h a r p ,  v ic io u s , o f fe n s iv e  w e a p o n s . H o rn s  a r e  a  lo g ica l 
sy m b o l o f  p o w e r  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t ,  a n d  a r e  so  d e s c r ib e d  
in  S c r ip tu re .  (S e e , f o r  e x a m p le , D a n ie l 7 ;8 , 20 , 21 , 24 , 
w h e re  h o rn s  d e n o te  k in g s , k in g d o m s , a n d  o th e r  
p o w e rs .)

H o w  d if fe re n t a re  th e s e  h o rn s  o f  th e  n e w  b e a s t -  
p o w e r!  H o rn s  “ lik e  a  la m b .”  O r , a s  o n e  v e r s io n  p u ts  
it , “ h o rn s  lik e  th e  l a m b .”  T h ro u g h o u t  th e  B ib le , a n d  
e s p e c ia lly  in R e v e la t io n , th e  la m b  is  a  s y m b o l o f  J e s u s  
C h r is t .  H e re ,  th e n ,  is d e p ic te d  a  s e c u la r  n a t io n  th a t  is 
to  b e  g o v e rn e d  b y  p o litic a l p r in c ip le s  la id  d o w n  b y  
C h r is t  H im s e lf— th e  o n ly  n a tio n  in  p r o p h e c y  to  b e  so  
d e s c r ib e d .

W h a t a re  th e s e  p r in c ip le s ?  T w o  c o m e  to  m in d . T h e  
f irs t is in  M a tth e w  22 :21 : “ R e n d e r  th e r e f o r e  u n to  C a e ­
s a r  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  a re  C a e s a r ’s ;  a n d  u n to  G o d  th e  
th in g s  th a t  a re  G o d ’s . ”  H e r e ,  a s  m ill io n s  o f  C h r is t ia n s  
h a v e  re c o g n iz e d , is th e  p r in c ip le  o f  s e p a r a t io n  o f  
c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te .  T h e  C h r is t ia n ,  C h r is t  is  s a y in g , is 
c i t iz e n  o f  tw o  c o u n tr ie s ,  o n e  o f  e a r th ,  th e  o th e r  o f  
h e a v e n .

W h a t A m e r ic a n  s c h o o lb o y  d o e s  n o t k n o w  o f  th e  
F ir s t  A m e n d m e n t ,  w ith  its  e c h o  o f  th is  g o d ly  p r in c i­
p le ?  L o rd  B ry c e , a  B rit is h  p o li tic a l s c ie n t i s t ,  d e c la re d : 
“ O f  all th e  d if fe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  O ld  W o rld  a n d  th e  
N e w  p e rh a p s  th is  [ s e p a ra tio n  o f  c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te ]  is 
th e  m o s t s a l ie n t .” 2

O n e  m o re  g re a t  p r in c ip le  o f  J e s u s  is r e c o r d e d  in  
J o h n  12:47: “ I f  a n y  m a n  h e a r  m y  w o rd s ,  a n d  b e lie v e  
n o t ,  I  ju d g e  h im  n o t . ”  N o  m a n  h a s  th e  r ig h t to  fo r c e  
a n o th e r  to  b e lie v e  o r  d is b e lie v e . E v e ry  m a n  is e n ti t le d  
to  c o m p le te  f r e e d o m  o f  c o n s c ie n c e .  H o w  d ifficu lt th is  
p r in c ip le  h a s  b e e n  to  a c c e p t  d u r in g  th e  c e n tu r ie s ! O n e  
h is to r ia n  n o te s  th a t  o f  a ll p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  e v e r  liv e d , 
o n ly  5 p e r  c e n t  h a v e  h a d  so m e  m e a s u re  o f  l ib e r ty . 
N in e ty - f iv e  p e r  c e n t  e x is te d  u n d e r  so m e  fo r m  o f  c o e r ­
c iv e  g o v e rn m e n t .  W h e n  A m e r ic a  w a s  b o r n ,  a n d  a c ­
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c e p te d  th e s e  tw o  p r in c ip le s  (h o rn s )  o f  g o v e rn m e n t ,  th e  
w o rld  d id  in d e e d  ta k e  n o tic e  o f  th is  “ n e w  o r d e r  o f  
th in g s .”

T h e  e a rm a rk s  o f  th is  la m b -b e a s t  p o in t  u n e rr in g ly  to  
o n ly  o n e  c o u n tr y — A m e r ic a . I t  a ro s e  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  
e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y .  I t  d e v e lo p e d  in  a n  u n in h a b i te d  
p o r t io n  o f  th e  e a r th  r a th e r  th a n  a r is in g  f ro m  th e  “ s e a ”  
o f  h u m a n i ty . I t  a ro s e  s lo w ly , g ra d u a lly  ( th e  w o rd s  
“ c o m in g  u p ”  in  v e r s e  11 l i te ra lly  m e a n  “ to  g ro w  lik e  
a  p la n t” ) , a n d  fin a lly  it in c o r p o ra te d  in to  its  C o n s t i tu ­
tio n  tw o  p r in c ip le s  d e r iv e d  f r o m  J e s u s  H im s e lf— f r e e ­
d o m  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  a n d  s e p a r a t io n  o f  c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te .

H is to r ia n s  a n d  s o c ia l  s c ie n t i s ts  d e b a te  th e  s e c r e t  o f  
A m e r ic a ’s g r e a tn e s s — th e  s a m e  h is to r ia n s  a n d  so c ia l 
s c ie n t i s ts  w h o  sm ile  d is d a in fu l ly  w h e n  “ fa v o r e d  n a ­
t i o n ”  s ta tu s  is a s s e r te d .  T h e  s e c r e t  o f  o u r  g r e a tn e s s ,  
w e  a re  to ld ,  is o u r  r e s o u r c e s .  B u t o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  h a v e  
a s  m a n y  a n d  m o re  r e s o u r c e s  th a n  w e . O u r  c l im a te ,  o u r  
g e o g ra p h ic a l  f e a t u r e s ,  th e n ?  H a rd ly . O u r  p e o p le ?  N o , 
fo r  w e  a re  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  th e  m e ltin g  p o t ,  in to  w h ic h  
p e o p le  o f  a ll n a t io n s  h a v e  b e e n  p o u re d .

T h e  s e c r e t  o f  A m e r ic a ’s g r e a tn e s s  is th is : O u r  F o u n d ­
ing  F a th e r s  w e re  le d  to  p la c e  f irs t in  th e i r  h ie r a rc h y  o f  
n a tio n a l v a lu e s  tw o  p r in c ip le s :  s e p a r a t io n  o f  c h u rc h  
a n d  s ta te ,  a n d  l ib e r ty  o f  c o n s c ie n c e  f o r  e v e ry  c it iz e n .

A n o th e r  a s p e c t  o f  A m e r ic a ’s p ro p h e t ic  ro le  c o m e s  to  
lig h t in  R e v e la t io n  12. T h e  t r u e  c h u rc h ,  sy m b o liz e d  as  
a  v ir tu o u s  w o m a n , is  p ic tu re d  fle e in g  f ro m  a  g re a t  
d ra g o n , w h ic h , J o h n  te l ls  u s ,  s y m b o liz e s  th e  e v il o n e  
a n d  th e  e a r th ly  p o w e r s  th ro u g h  w h ic h  h e  w o rk s . T h e  
d ra g o n  s e e k s  to  d e s t r o y  th e  w o m a n . H e  v o m its  w a te r  
a s  a  flo o d  a f t e r  h e r .  W e  h a v e  n o te d  th a t  w a te r s  s ta n d  
fo r  p e o p le s  a n d  n a t io n s  a n d  to n g u e s , a ll o f  w h ic h  w e re  
m o b iliz e d  in  o ld  E u ro p e  to  a n n ih i la te  B ib lic a l C h r is ­
t ia n i ty  b y  in q u is i t io n s ,  “ h o ly ”  w a r s ,  m a s s a c re s ,  a n d  
o th e r  m e a n s  o f  p e r s e c u t io n .

V e rs e  16 c o m e s  a s  a  w e lc o m e  re l ie f :  “ A n d  th e  e a r th  
h e lp e d  th e  w o m a n  [th e  c h u rc h ] ,  a n d  th e  e a r th  o p e n e d  
h e r  m o u th , a n d  sw a llo w e d  u p  th e  flo o d  w h ic h  th e  
d ra g o n  c a s t  o u t  o f  h is  m o u th .”  A m e r ic a — w ith  i ts  u n ­
in h a b ite d  m o u n ta in s ,  its  p ra i r ie s ,  i ts  g re a t  u n sp o ile d  
v a s tn e s s — s h e l te r e d  th e  c h u rc h .  I t  “ s w a llo w e d  u p  th e  
f lo o d ”  o f  h u m a n i ty  w h o  h a d  s o u g h t to  d e s t ro y  th e  
c h u rc h .  H e r e ,  in  u n u s u a l  s y m b o lis m , is  p ic tu re d  th e  
c o lo n iz a t io n  o f  th e  N e w  W o rld . A s  th e  n e w s  o f  th e  d is ­
c o v e ry  o f  A m e r ic a  s p r e a d  th r o u g h o u t  E u ro p e ,  t r e ­
m e n d o u s  in te r e s t  a ro s e  a m o n g  th e  O ld  W o rld  n a t io n s ;  
b y  th e  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  th e i r  c i t iz e n s  c ro s s e d  th e  
o c e a n  to  e x p lo re  a n d  s e t t le  th e  m y s te r io u s  la n d  to  th e  
w e s t.

A n d  so  it  c a m e  to  p a s s  th a t  m e n  w h o  h a d  e x p e n d e d  
th e i r  e n e rg ie s  in  p e r s e c u tin g  th e i r  fe l lo w s  tu r n e d  th e ir  
e n e rg ie s  to  th e  e n tic in g  ta s k  o f  e x p lo r in g  a n d  d e v e lo p ­
ing  th e  n e w  la n d . T ru ly  th e  “ e a r th  sw a llo w e d  u p  th e  
f lo o d .”  A n d  th e  w a te r s  w e re  p u rif ie d  b y  th e  n e w  e a r th .

I t  w a s  a s  s tu d e n ts  o f  p ro p h e c y  h a d  e x p e c te d .  J o h n  
W e s le y , f o u n d e r  o f  M e th o d is m , h a s  th is  in  h is  n o te s  
o n  R e v e la t io n  13, w r i t te n  in  1754, 22 y e a r s  b e fo r e  th e  
s ig n in g  o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e :  “ H e  [the  
tw o -h o rn e d  b e a s t ]  h a s  n o t  y e t  c o m e , th o u g h  h e  c a n n o t 
b e  f a r  o ff . F o r  h e  is to  a p p e a r  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  fo r ty -

tw o  m o n th s  o f  th e  f irs t b e a s t . ” 3
T h a t  d iv in e  p ro v id e n c e  a s s is t e d  a t  th e  b ir th  o f  o u r  

n a tio n  w a s  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  p ro m in e n t  m e n  o f  th e  d a y .  
G o v e rn o r  P o w n a l,  a n  E n g lish  s t a te s m a n ,  p r e d ic te d  in  
1780, w h ile  th e  R e v o lu t io n  w a s  g o in g  o n ,  th a t  A m e r ic a  
w o u ld  g a in  in d e p e n d e n c e ;  th a t  a  c iv iliz in g  a c t iv i ty  b e ­
y o n d  w h a t  E u ro p e  e v e r  c o u ld  k n o w , w o u ld  m o t iv a te  
th e  n e w  n a t io n ;  th a t  its  c o m m e rc ia l  a n d  n a v a l p o w e r  
w o u ld  c o v e r  th e  g lo b e . H e  w ro te  o f  “ a  r e v o lu t io n  th a t  
h a s  s t r a n g e r  m a rk s  o f  d iv in e  in te r p o s i t io n  s u p e r s e d in g  
th e  o rd in a ry  c o u r s e  o f  h u m a n  a f f a ir s ,  th a n  a n y  o th e r  
e v e n t  w h ic h  th is  w o r ld  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d .” 4

T h e  h is to r ia n  T o w n s e n d  a d d s :  “ T h e  h is to ry  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  w a s  s e p a r a te d  b y  a  b e n e f ic e n t P ro v i­
d e n c e  f a r  f ro m  th is  w ild  a n d  c ru e l  h is to ry  o f  th e  r e s t  o f  
th e  c o n t in e n t”  (h e  r e f e r s  to  th e  g r e a t  m is fo r tu n e s  th a t  
h a v e  a t te n d e d  o th e r  g o v e rn m e n ts  o f  th e  W e s te rn  
H e m is p h e re ) .

A  n a tio n  a p p e a r s  in  B ib le  p r o p h e c y  w h e n  th e  w o rk  
a n d  d e s t in y  o f  G o d ’s p e o p le  a re  l in k e d  w ith  it.

S o  it  h a s  b e e n  w ith  A m e r ic a .
In  th e  fu l ln e s s  o f  tim e  th is  n a t io n  a r o s e ,  a s  o n e  h is ­

to r ia n  d e s c r ib e s  i t ,  a  n a t io n  d e d ic a te d  to  “ w h a t  th e  
w o r ld  h a d  n o t  s e e n  f o r  a g e s ;  n a m e ly  a  c h u rc h  w ith o u t  a  
p o p e ,  a n d  a  s ta te  w ith o u t  a  k in g ” — a n a t io n  s tr iv in g  f o r  
l ib e r ty  a n d  ju s t ic e  f o r  a ll.

T h e r e  is o n e  th in g  m o re  th a t  m u s t  b e  s a id , h o w e v e r .  
S a d  it  is  th a t  th e  s to ry  o f  A m e r ic a  d o e s  n o t  e n d  o n  th is  
h a p p y  n o te .  S a y s  th e  “ s u re  w o rd  o f  p r o p h e c y ” : “ A n d
1 b e h e ld  a n o th e r  b e a s t  c o m in g  u p  o u t  o f  th e  e a r th ;  a n d  
h e  h a d  tw o  h o rn s  lik e  a  la m b , a n d  h e  s p a k e  a s  a d r a g o n ” 
(R e v e la tio n  13:11).

I  w is h  th e s e  w o rd s  w e r e n ’t th e r e .  B u t G o d , w h o  
p a in ts  H is  p ro p h e t ic  p ic tu r e s  w ith  d a r k ,  a s  w e ll a s  
b r ig h t ,  c o lo r s ,  te l ls  th e  s to ry  ju s t  a s  it  is .

A  n a t io n  s p e a k s  th r o u g h  its  la w s , its  le g is la tiv e  e n ­
a c tm e n ts .  W e  c a n  e x p e c t ,  th e n ,  th a t  A m e r ic a  w ill r e ­
p u d ia te  th e  p r in c ip le s  th a t  h a v e  m a d e  it g r e a t .  C h u rc h  
a n d  s ta te  w ill b e  r e u n i te d ,  a s  c le r ic s  a n d  p o li t ic ia n s  
p u sh  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  “ to g e th e r n e s s ,”  r a th e r  th a n  
“ s e p a r a t i o n ,”  a s  C h r is t  ta u g h t .  A n d  ju s t  a s  s u re ly  a s  
d o c tr in e s  a re  e n s h r in e d  in  c iv il la w , p e r s e c u t io n  w ill 
r ise .

N o t  th a t  it  h a s  to .  G o d  d o e s  n o t  f o r c e  a  n a t io n  in to  a 
p ro p h e t ic  m o ld . H e  s im p ly  s e e s  w h a t  sh a ll b e . A n d  H e  
w o rk s  w ith  th o s e  w h o  s e e k  to  h o ld  b a c k  th e  n ig h t.

T h is  a r t ic le  is m y  c o n tr ib u t io n .  W h a t is  y o u r s ?  □

R e u b e n  E n g s tr o m , a  S e v e n th -d a y  A d v e n t i s t  m in is te r ,  
w ro te  th is  a r tic le  f o r  L i b e r t y  s h o r tly  b e fo re  he  d ie d  
o f  c a n c e r .
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An editor and writer describes his indoctrination in “ The Psychology of Eastern Thought” 
at his local junior college.

Th e  f irs t th in g  I n o t ic e d  a s  I e n te r e d  th e  c la s s ro o m  
w a s  th e  o d o r  o f  in c e n s e  b u rn in g . I, w ith  s ix te e n  
o th e r  s tu d e n ts ,  h a d  e n ro l le d  in  a  c la s s  c a lle d  “ T h e  
P s y c h o lo g y  o f  E a s te r n  T h o u g h t”  in  o u r  loca l 

ju n io r  c o lle g e .
O u r  te a c h e r  w a s  a  p le a s a n t  la d y  w h o  a ls o  ta u g h t 

o th e r  p s y c h o lo g y  c o u r s e s .  S h e  a s k e d  u s  to  in t ro d u c e  
o u r s e lv e s ,  th e n  p ro c e e d e d  to  e x p la in  th e  d if fe re n c e s  
in  p s y c h o lo g y  a s  p r a c t ic e d  in  th e  E a s t  a n d  W e s t .  In  th e  
W e s t ,  s h e  s a id ,  p sy c h o lo g y  is th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  b e ­
h a v io r  o f  th e  o rg a n is m , b e h a v io r  w h ic h  c a n  b e  o b ­
s e r v e d ,  m e a s u re d ,  a n d  d e s c r ib e d .  In  th e  E a s t ,  p s y ­
c h o lo g y  is s u b je c t iv e ,  in te n s e ly  p e rs o n a l.  It s e e k s  to  
in c re a s e  a w a r e n e s s ,  to  h e ig h te n  c o n s c io u s n e s s ,  to  
tu n e  in to  s u b tle  e n e rg y  s o u r c e s ,  a  “ u n iv e r s a l  m in d ”  
u n k n o w n  to  W e s te rn  s c ie n c e . In  th e  E a s t ,  re lig io n  
a n d  p sy c h o lo g y  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  d iv o rc e d . T h e y  a re  
o n e  a n d  th e  s a m e  th in g .

C e n tra l  to  H in d u is m  a n d  B u d d h ism  is th e  p ra c t ic e  o f  
m e d i ta t io n . E a c h  tim e  o u r  c la s s  m e t ,  th e  in s t ru c to r  an d  
s tu d e n ts  d e v o te d  p a r t  o f  th e  tim e  to  m e d i ta t io n . S h e  
d a rk e n e d  th e  ro o m  a n d  r e q u e s te d  u s  to  s i t w ith  f e e t  
flat o n  th e  f lo o r , b a c k s  s t r a ig h t ,  h a n d s  re la x e d  in  lap  
(in  lieu  o f  th e  ty p ic a l  o r ie n ta l  “ L o tu s ”  p o s i t io n —  
s it t in g  o n  th e  flo o r  w ith  leg s  c ro s s e d ) .  S o m e tim e s  w e  
sa t in  s i le n c e , a n d  a t  o th e r  tim e s  th e  p r o f e s s o r  g u id e d  
o u r  th o u g h ts  in  a n  im a g in a ry  jo u r n e y  u p  a  m o u n ta in , 
a lo n g  a  r iv e r ,  o r  th ro u g h  s p a c e . T w ic e  th e  re c o rd e d  
so u n d  o f  R av i S h a n k a r  a n d  h is  s i ta r  a c c o m p a n ie d  th e  
m e d i ta t io n . A n o th e r  tim e  w e  li s te n e d  to  a  le n g th y  re ­
c o rd in g  b y  a n  E a s te r n  m y s tic  c h a n tin g  th e m e  a n d  
v a r ia tio n s  o f  “ O m ,”  th e  m o s t s a c re d  le t te r s  o f  th e  
S a n s k r i t  a lp h a b e t .  T ib e ta n  p r ie s ts  a t  a  la m a s e ry  
c h a n te d  fo r  u s  o n  a n o th e r  r e c o rd .

A live  Z e n  B u d d h is t ,  a  J a p a n e s e  in  a  b la c k  ro b e ,  w as  
o u r  g u e s t  in s t ru c to r  o n e  d a y ,  te a c h in g  u s  in  b ro k e n  
E n g lish  a n d  le a d in g  in  s i le n t m e d ita t io n .

T h e  th r e e  b o o k s  a s s ig n e d  f o r  o u r  s tu d y  w e re  T h e  
P sy c h o lo g y  o f  C o n s c io u s n e s s ,  T o w a r d  th e  O n e , a n d  
R e fle c tio n s  o f  M in d .  T h e  la s t  o n e  is a  c o m p ila t io n  by  
T a r th a n g  T u lk u , a  r e p o r te d ly  re in c a rn a te  la m a , fo rm e r  
h e a d  o f  T a r th a n g  m o n a s te ry  in T ib e t ,  a n d  p ro f e s s o r  o f  
B u d d h is t  P h ilo s o p h y  a t  S a n s k r i t  U n iv e r s i ty ,  B e n a re s ,  
In d ia .

W e  le a rn e d  th e  v a r io u s  d e v ic e s  th a t  a id  m e d ita t io n : 
th e  m a n tr a ,  a  h y m n  o r  p r a y e r  to  a  H in d u  d e i ty ,  s o m e ­
tim e s  th e  c h a n te d  n a m e  o f  s u c h  a b e in g ; th e  m a n d a la ,  
a  v isu a l im ag e  u p o n  w h ic h  th e  m e d i ta to r  c o n c e n t r a te s  
h is  g a z e ;  a n d  th e  k o a n ,  a n  u n s o lv a b le  r id d le  to  te a s e  
th e  m in d , s u c h  a s  “ S h o w  m e y o u r  f a c e  b e fo re  y o u r  
m o th e r  a n d  f a th e r  m e t”  o r  “ W h a t is th e  so u n d  o f  o n e  
h a n d  c la p p in g ? ”

A Z e n  k o a n  f o r  w h ic h , a s  u s u a l ,  th e r e  is n o  v e rb a l-  
ra t io n a l s o lu tio n  is th e  s to ry  o f  th e  Z e n  m a s te r  w h o  
w a v e s  a  s t ic k  o v e r  h is  p u p i l ’s  h e a d  a n d  s h o u ts ,  “ If y o u  
sa y  th is  s t ic k  is n o t r e a l ,  I w ill s t r ik e  y o u  w ith  it. If  y o u  
sa y  th is  s t ic k  is r e a l ,  I w ill s t r ik e  y o u  w ith  it. If yo u

d o n ’t sa y  a n y th in g , I w ill s t r ik e  y o u  w ith  i t . ”
C e r ta in  d e f in it io n s  in  o u r  b o o k s  s e e m e d  a  litt le  c o m ­

p lic a te d  f o r  th e  o rd in a ry  s tu d e n t .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  “ B u d ­
d h is m , p e rh a p s  m o re  in s is te n t ly  a n d  a r t ic u la te ly  th a n  
a n y  o th e r  d o c tr in e ,  te l ls  u s  th a t  n o th in g  is , m o re  e x ­
a c t ly ,  N o th in g , w h ic h  is , in  a  s e n s e ,  s o m e th in g ;  a n d  
e v e n  m o r e :  S o m e t h i n g  ( t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e v e r y ­
th in g ) .” — C la u d io  N a r a n jo  in  R e fle c tio n s  o f  M in d .

W h y  a re  s u c h  c la s s e s  a s  P s y c h o lo g y  o f  E a s te r n  
T h o u g h t so  f r e q u e n t ly  o f f e re d  a n d  so  w e ll a t t e n d e d ?  
O n e  p ro b a b le  a n s w e r  is th a t  m ill io n s  w h o  h a v e  u se d  
p s y c h e d e lic  (m in d -e x p a n d in g )  d ru g s  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  s t r a n g e  n e w  m e n ta l p h e n o m e n a ,  o f  
w h ic h  W e s te rn  p s y c h o lo g y  k n o w s  li tt le  o r  n o th in g . 
A lso , th e r e  is a  r e v o l t  a g a in s t  th e  d o m in a n c e  o f  s te r ile  
m a te r ia lism  in  th e  W e s t ,  a s  e v id e n c e d  b y  th e  g ro w th  o f  
T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  M e d i ta t io n , H a re  K r is h n a ,  a n d  o th e r  
E a s te r n  m o v e m e n ts ,  a n d  b y  th e  p o p u la r i ty  o f  t a r o t ,  
a c u p u n c tu r e ,  K u n g  F u ,  a n d  s im ila r  im p o r ts .

P e rh a p s  w e  h a v e  s e e n  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g ; m o re  is  o n  
th e  w a y . A  r e c e n t  a n n o u n c e m e n t f ro m  o u r  lo c a l ju n io r  
c o lle g e  p ro m is e d  e x c i te m e n t :

“ O c c u lt  l i te r a tu r e  w ill o ffe r  s tu d e n ts  a  s u r v e y  o f  
v a r io u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  th e  o c c u lt  w o r ld — in c lu d in g  E S P , 
e s o te r ic  th e o r y  a n d  p ra c t ic e ,  th e  I C h in g , t a r o t ,  
E g y p tia n  te a c h in g s  a n d  m y s tic is m , E a s te r n  th o u g h t ,  
a n d  W e s te rn  t r a d i t io n s  o f  m a g ic .

“  'W e ’re  in  th e  m id d le  o f  a  p s y c h ic  re v o lu t io n ,  w h ic h  
m ig h t b e  c a lle d  th e  A g e  o f  A q u a r iu s , ’ s a y s  in s t ru c to r  
R o n  In g a lls . 'T h is  re v o lu t io n  p o in ts  to  a  w h o le  n e w  
h u m a n  s p e c ia t io n . T h e  h u m a n  r a c e  w ill b e  a s  d if fe re n t 
f ro m  c u r r e n t  m a n  a s  w e  a re  f ro m  th e  N e a n d e r th a l . ’ 

“ P o in t in g  to  th e  d ra m a tic  r is e  in  in te r e s t  in  all k in d s  
o f  s e l f -d is c o v e ry  te c h n iq u e s ,  In g a lls  b e lie v e s  'th e  
h u m a n  ra c e  is n o w  g o in g  th ro u g h  a n o th e r  q u a n tiv e  
{sic] le a p  in  c o n s c io u s n e s s — b e g in n in g  a g a in  to  o p e n  
th e  m in d  a n d  in v e s tig a te  b e y o n d  th e  five  s e n s e s . ’

“ A p ra c t ic in g  w h ite  m a g ic ia n , m e d iu m , a n d  lo n g ­
tim e  F o o th i ll  f a c u l ty  m e m b e r , In g a lls  p la n s  to  sh o w  
h o w  th e  o c c u lt  c a n  b e  u s e d  o n  a  p ra c t ic a l  d a y - to -d a y  
b a s is  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  s e l f -d is c o v e ry  a n d  e x p a n s io n  o f  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .

“  'T h e  e m p h a s is  w ill n o t b e  o n  so -c a lle d  “ s c a r y ”  
o r  “ w e ir d ”  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  o c c u lt  w o r ld , ’ h e  a d d s .  'I t  
is n o t d e s ig n e d  to  c a te r  to  a n y  k in d  o f  p sy c h ic  p ru r ie n t  
in te r e s t .  . . . ’

“ In g a lls  h a s  ta u g h t o c c u lt  l i te r a tu re  f o r  th e  p a s t  
th r e e  y e a r s . T h e  c o u rs e  a t t r a c t s  p e o p le  o f  e v e ry  a g e  a n d  
p e r s u a s io n ,  h e  n o t e s .”

(I t is r e a s s u r in g  th a t  o n ly  r e s p e c ta b le ,  o r th o d o x ,  
m a in -lin e  o c c u lt is m  is to  b e  ta u g h t— n o th in g  w e ird , 
n o n e  o f  th o s e  o f f -b ra n d s .)

F o o th ill  C o lle g e , L o s  A lto s  H ills , C a l i fo rn ia ,  w h o se

R ic h a rd  H . U tt is a  fr e e - la n c e  w rite r  in W r ig h tw o o d , 
C a lifo rn ia .
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a n n o u n c e m e n t is q u o te d  a b o v e ,  is n o t u n iq u e  in  its  
e a g e rn e s s  to  in c lu d e  E a s te r n  re l ig io n , o c c u lt is m , 
m a g ic , a n d  th e  r e s t  in  its  c o u rs e  o ffe r in g s . T h e s e  
c o u r s e s  a re  s p r e a d in g  a c r o s s  th e  la n d . T h e  U n iv e r s i ty  
o f  C a li fo rn ia ,  S a n ta  C ru z  c a m p u s ,  f e a tu r e d  a n  u n u su a l 
fu l l-c o lo r  f r o n t is p ie c e  in  its  b u lle tin  o f  e x te n s io n  c o u rs e  
o ffe r in g s  f o r  s u m m e r , 1976, a  p a in t in g  o f  th e  B u d d h is t  
w h e e l o f  life  b y  a  s tu d e n t ,  K e n  O r r e t t .  T h e  b u lle tin  
o f fe re d  th e  fo l lo w in g  e x p la n a t io n :

“ T h e  c la s s  ‘T h e  W h e e l o f  L ife ,  a  sp e c ia l p ro g ra m  o n  
B u d d h ism  a n d  its  a r t s , ’ w a s  c o o rd in a te d  a n d  in s tru c te d  
b y  J a c k  W e lle r , w h o  h a s  p u t  to g e th e r  a n o th e r  sp e c ia l 
p ro g ra m  o n  B u d d h is t  a r t  th is  y e a r— ‘V isu a l D h a rm a : 
T h e  L iv in g  A r ts  o f  B u d d h is m .’ K e n  w a s  so  m o v e d  b y  
h is  c la s s  e x p e r ie n c e  la s t  y e a r  th a t  h e  w a s  p ro m p te d  to  
w rite :

“  ‘T o  th a n k  y o u  f o r  a n  in c re d ib ly  r e w a rd in g  c la s s .  
I  h a v e  le a r n e d  so  m u c h  . . . th e  to ta l  o f  w h ic h  h a s  s e rv e d  
to  e n liv e n  th e  m e a n in g  o f  m y  life .

“  ‘D o in g  th is  ( ta n k a )  h a s  m a d e  m e  a c u te ly  a w a re  o f  
c e r ta in  a e s th e t i c  m o d e s  u n iq u e  to  th e  T ib e ta n  a t t i tu d e ,  
a n d  h a s  o p e n e d  m e  to  a  b u r ie d  n e e d  w h ic h  h a s  lo n g  b e e n  
w a itin g  to  b e  fe d .

“  ‘T h a n k  y o u  f o r  o p e n in g  u p  so  m a n y  n e w  d o o rs  in  
s u c h  a  b e a u ti fu l  w a y . ’

“ T h e  T ib e ta n s  u s e d  ta n k a s  a s  a id s  in  ra is in g  th e  c o n ­
s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  v ie w e rs .  T h e  ta n k a  w h ic h  K e n  
p a in te d  is in  th e  T ib e ta n  tr a d i t io n ,  w h ic h  fo llo w s  
s t r ic t  r u le s .  . . . T h e  f o c u s  o f  th e  p a in t in g  is th e  W h ee l 
o f  L ife ,  a n  a n c ie n t  B u d d h is t  ‘v is u a l- a id ,’ w h ic h  s y m ­
b o liz e s  th a t  w e  a re  a ll r e s t le s s  s p ir i ts  in a n  e v e r -  
c h a n g in g  w o rld  o f  su f fe r in g . . . . ’’

In c r e d ib ly , th e  s a m e  u n iv e r s i ty  a ls o  o f fe rs  a  c o u rs e  
c a lle d  “ T ra n c e  D a n c e .”  I ts  p u rp o s e  is to  “ a c h ie v e  
tr a n s fo r m a t io n s  th a t  w ill o v e rc o m e  e v il s p i r i t s ,  c a u s e  
th e  e a r th  to  y ie ld  n o u r is h m e n t ,  h e a l th e  s ic k  a n d  b rin g  
v is io n s  o f  o th e r  w o r ld s  . . . ”

A ll th is  in  a  c o u n tr y  w h e re  c h u rc h  a n d  s ta te  a re  
d e l ib e ra te ly ,  fo rm a lly  s e p a r a te ,  w h e re  p u b lic  e d u c a ­
tio n  s u p p o s e d ly  m a y  n o t f a v o r  o n e  re lig io n  a b o v e  
a n o th e r !  F o r  d e c a d e s  th e  c o u r t s ,  o f te n  th e  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  o f  th e  la n d , h a v e  w re s t le d  w ith  th e  is s u e s :  
S h o u ld  p u b lic  s c h o o l b u s e s  c a r r y  c h ild re n  to  p a r o ­
c h ia l s c h o o ls ?  M a y  n u n s  d re s s e d  in  th e i r  tr a d it io n a l 
h a b it te a c h  in  p u b lic  s c h o o l c la s s ro o m s ?  M ay  a  S ta te  
p re s c r ib e  n o n s e c ta r ia n  p ra y e r s  to  b e  r e c i te d  in  th e  
S ta t e ’s s c h o o ls ?  S h o u ld  th e  g o v e rn m e n t  s u b s id iz e  in 
a n y  w a y  s c h o o ls  a n d  c o lle g e s  o p e ra te d  b y  re lig io u s  
d e n o m in a tio n s ,  w h e re  f a c u l ty  m e m b e rs  a re  s c r e e n e d  
f o r  th e i r  re l ig io u s  v ie w s , a n d  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  a t te n d  
w o rsh ip  s e r v ic e s ?  M a y  “ r e le a s e d  t im e ”  b e  a r ra n g e d  
f o r  re lig io u s  in s tru c t io n  o f  p u b lic  s c h o o l y o u n g s te r s ?  
M a y  p u b lic  m o n ie s  b e  u s e d  f o r  te x tb o o k s  a n d  s c h o o l 
lu n c h e s  in  p a ro c h ia l  s c h o o ls ?

A f te r  m u c h  te s tin g , th e  w a ll o f  s e p a r a t io n  re m a in s  
re a s o n a b ly  s t ro n g  a n d  h ig h , e x c e p t  f o r  th e  in c o m in g  
flo o d  o f  o r ie n ta l  re l ig io n , p h i lo s o p h y , a r t ,  m u s ic , l i te r a ­
tu r e .  A n d  n o w , jo in in g  all th is ,  c o m e s  o c c u lt is m , m a g ic , 
a n d  w itc h c r a f t .

W e in N o r th  A m e r ic a  a re  il l-e q u ip p e d  to  d e a l w ith  
th is  n e w  c h a lle n g e . C h r is t ia n ity  w e  k n o w , a n d  J u d a ­
ism  w e  k n o w . D e ity  to  u s  m e a n s  J e h o v a h ,  G o d , J e s u s  
C h r is t .  W e  k n o w  A b ra h a m , M o s e s , th e  v irg in  M a ry , 
S t . P a u l, S t. A u g u s tin e , S t. T h o m a s  A q u in u s , M a r tin  
L u th e r ,  J o h n  W e s le y , P o p e  J o h n ,  B illy  S u n d a y ,  a n d  
B illy  G ra h a m . B u t h o w  c a n  w e  p o s s ib ly  e v a lu a te  
V ish n u , S h iv a , K r is h n a , G a u ta m a  B u d d h a , G u ru  D e v , 
a n d  a  su p p o s e d  s u c c e s s io n  o f  r e in c a rn a te  la m a s ?

W e  a re  fa m il ia r  w ith  th e  C a th o l ic  m a s s  a n d  w ith  
P r o te s ta n t  w o rs h ip — s e r m o n s ,  S c r ip tu re  re a d in g , 
h y m n s , p r a y e r s .  A re  th e s e  e x e rc is e s  s o m e w h a t  e q u iv a ­
le n t b e fo r e  th e  la w , o r  a re  th e y  n o t ,  to  s i t t in g  o n  th e  
flo o r s ta r in g  a t  a  c ir c le  o n  a w a ll, o r  m e d ita t in g  o n  th e  
so u n d  o f  o n e  h a n d  c la p p in g ?

T h e  s i tu a t io n  is c o n fu s in g , a n d  it is d iv is iv e . A lre a d y  
g o v e rn m e n t  fu n d in g  f o r  T ra n s c e n d e n ta l  M e d i ta t io n  is 
b e in g  c h a lle n g e d  in  th e  F e d e ra l  c o u r t  f o r  N e w  J e r s e y .  
T h e re  w ill b e  C h r is tia n  a n d  J e w is h  p a re n ts  w h o  d e m a n d  
e q u a l tim e  f o r  th e i r  o w n  re lig io u s  h e r i ta g e ,  s in c e  th e i r  
o w n  c h ild re n  a r e  b e in g  ta u g h t ,  a n d  th e i r  o w n  ta x  
d o lla rs  a re  p a y in g  th e  b ills . T o  e x p la in  to  th e s e  p a re n ts  
a n d  ta x p a y e rs  th a t  C h r is t ia n  o r  H e b re w  b e lie f s  a re  r e ­
lig io n  a n d  th u s  o ff - lim its , w h ile  H in d u  a n d  B u d d h is t  b e ­
lie fs  a re  p h ilo s o p h y  a n d  p s y c h o lo g y , m a y  p ro v e  le s s  
th a n  s a t is fy in g .

T h e re  a re  a t  le a s t  th r e e  w a y s  to  r e la te  to  th e  d i ­
le m m a :

1. S e e k  to  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  ro o t o u t a ll m e n t io n  o f  r e ­
lig io n  o f  a n y  k in d  f ro m  p u b lic  in s tru c t io n  a t  a ll le v e ls . 
T h is  is , o f  c o u r s e ,  v ir tu a l ly  im p o s s ib le . W e  w o u ld  h a v e  
to  s c r a tc h  o u t  r e f e r e n c e s  to  o u r  C r e a to r  f r o m  th e  D e c ­
la ra tio n  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e .  W e  w o u ld  n e e d  to  fo rg e t  
B e n ja m in  F r a n k l in ’s e n t r e a ty  th a t  d iv in e  a id  b e  in ­
v o k e d  a s  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C o n v e n tio n  fo rg e d  o u r  
fo rm  o f  g o v e rn m e n t  in  P h ila d e lp h ia . W e  w o u ld  h a v e  
to  b u ry  m u c h  o f  o u r  c o lo n ia l h is to ry ,  w ith  i ts  P ilg r im s , 
P u r i ta n s ,  A n g lic a n s , Q u a k e r s ,  a n d  C a th o l ic s .  W e 
w o u ld  h a v e  to  re m o v e  th e  n a m e  o f  G o d  f ro m  A b ra h a m  
L in c o ln ’s a d d re s s e s .  N o r  c o u ld  w e  u n d e r s ta n d  o u r  
E u ro p e a n  ro o ts  if  w e  e x p u n g e d  f ro m  h is to ry  th e  
p o p e s , L u th e r ,  H e n ry  V I I I ,  C a lv in , L o y o la ,  a n d  
s c o re s  o f  o th e r s .  R e lig io n  is a  v ita l p a r t  o f  l i fe ,  o f  
s o c ie ty ,  a n d  o f  h is to ry .  In  n o  w a y  c a n  it b e  e lim in a te d  
f ro m  e d u c a t io n  c o m p le te ly , e v e n  in  th e  n a m e  o f  
c h u rc h - s ta te  s e p a r a t io n .

2. A n o th e r  a l te rn a t iv e  is to  c o n tin u e  d o in g  w h a t w e  
a re  d o in g  n o w — n o th in g . L e a v e  th in g s  a s  th e y  a re ,  
w ith  C h r is t  a n d  M o s e s  o u ts id e  th e  d o o r ,  a n d  K r is h n a  
a n d  B u d d h a , p lu s  t a r o t ,  I C h in g , a n d  w h ite  m a g ic  in ­
s id e . T h is  u n e q u a l t r e a tm e n t  w ill o f  c o u rs e  g iv e  r is e  to  
o n e  c o u r t  c h a lle n g e  a f t e r  a n o th e r .

3. O r , f in a lly , w e  c o u ld  d e v e lo p ,  e i th e r  o n  th e  le v e l 
o f  H e a lth ,  E d u c a t io n ,  a n d  W e lf a re ,  o r  a t  th e  S ta te  
le v e l, a  n e w  s e t  o f  g ro u n d  ru le s  a n d  g u id e l in e s ,  s tr iv in g  
f o r  n e u tr a l i ty  in  th e  s c h o o ls .  P e rh a p s  c o u r s e s  in  c o m ­
p a ra t iv e  re lig io n  s h o u ld  b e  ta u g h t  o n  v a r io u s  le v e ls ,  
w ith  te a c h e rs  a n d  te x tb o o k s  re q u ire d  to  b e  im p a r tia l .

A t le a s t ,  i t ’s s o m e th in g  to  m e d i ta te  a b o u t .  □
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QREECE’JBy
A n astase N . M arinos

NEWCONHTNTION
A distinguished Greek jurist appraises its interpretations of religious liberty.

Dr. Anastase N. Marinos (left), associate Elder Robert Pierson (center), president
justice of the Supreme Court of Greece, of the General Conference of Seventh-day
discusses religious liberty concepts with Adventists, and Dr. Pierre Lanares, di-

The new  constitu tion  of G reece , in 
fo rce  since June 11, 1975, sta tes 
tha t the E aste rn  O rthodox  C hurch 
o f C hrist is the p redom inan t reli­

gion in G reece (A rticle 3 ).1 T he term  
“ predom inant re lig ion”  does not m ean 
that no o th er religion is perm itted , but 
ra ther is a recognition  tha t the C hristian  
O rthodox  faith  is th a t held by the m a­
jo rity  o f G reek s .2

W hat does th is m ean to  adheren ts  of 
o ther fa ith s?  Are they  g ran ted  religious 
liberty?

The new  constitu tion  uses tw o term s 
w orthy  of carefu l analysis: “ liberty  of 
co n sc ien ce”  and “ freedom  of w o rsh ip .”

“ L iberty  o f co n sc ien ce”  im plies the 
right to  exp ress  religious beliefs. The 
constitu tion  guaran tees the right not 
only to  profess  a religion of choice or 
not to  p ro fess any  religion bu t also  to  
express religious beliefs and fulfill re ­
ligious duties accord ing  to  the tenets 
(holy canons) o f o n e ’s religion, o r to ab ­

stain from  activ ities prohib ited  by o n e ’s 
religion. T hese  in terp re ta tions are im­
plicit, I believe, in the w ording of A rticle 
3, paragraph 1, “ The liberty  o f con ­
science is inv io lab le .” 3

In one respec t, how ever, “ liberty  of 
consc ience”  as defined in the new  con ­
stitu tion  falls short of w hat one might 
expect— and hope. I re fe r to  m arriage. 
In G reece the law recognizes only reli­
gious m arriage. M ixed m arriages (O rtho­
dox and non-O rthodox) m ust be ce le­
brated  according to O rthodox  rites.

Dr. A n a sta se  N . M arinos is an associate  
justice o f  the A dm in istra tive  Suprem e  
C ourt o f  Greece. H e specializes in cases 
involving church-sta te relations. A  m em ­
ber o f  the A thens B ar A ssoc ia tion  since 
1959, he becam e an associa te  justice in 
1970. Dr. M arinos was aw arded his 
L L .D . by A thens U niversity in 1972 fo r  
his thesis Religious L iberty  in All the 
W orld.

rector of the Association Internationale 
pour la D éfense de la L iberté Religieuse 
and editor of Conscience et Liberté.

M arriage betw een  a C hris tian  and  a 
non-C hristian  is not perm itted . This re ­
stric tion  vio lates liberty  of conscience .

T he second  significant term  is fre e ­
dom  o f w orsh ip , w hich re fe rs  to  fre e ­
dom  to  found  churches and  w orship  
accord ing  to  the canons and trad itions 
o f a church . T hese rights are found  in 
A rticle 13, parag raph  2: “ A ny know n 
religion is fre e , and its w orsh ip  m ay be 
p rac ticed  w ithout h indrance under p ro ­
tection  of the law .” 4

B ut here w e m ust no te  a qualification: 
L iberty  o f conscience and  freedom  of 
w orsh ip  are guaran teed  only under the 
essen tia l condition  tha t the religion 
p ro fessed  is “ k n o w n .”  T hat is, its p rin ­
ciples (holy canons) can n o t be secre t; 
they m ust be free ly  available to  an y o n e .5 
The A dm inistra tive S uprem e C ourt of 
G reece has already accep ted  the fo llow ­
ing religions as “ k n o w n ”  and there fo re  
p ro tec ted  by the constitu tion : R om an 
C atho lic ,6 the E vange lica ls,7 Seventh-
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day A d v en tis ts ,8 J e h o v a h ’s W itnesses,® 
and M eth o d is ts .10

A fu rth e r qualification on religious 
liberty  appears  in A rtic le  13, paragraph 
2: P rincip les, teach ings, and prac tice  o f 
a religion m ust no t offend public o rder o r 
good m o ra ls .11 T he sam e A rticle (para ­
graph 4) insists th a t “ no one can refuse  
fulfillm ent o f his du ties tow ard  the S tate  
or ex p ec t exem ption  from  law s because 
of religious b e lie fs .”  P ractically , this 
prov ision  m eans tha t the Je h o v a h ’s W it­
nesses canno t re fu se  m ilitary service 
nor are  Jew s o r Seven th -day  A dventists 
exem pted  from  a ttend ing  school on 
S aturday .

It is my conv ic tion , how ever, tha t the 
s ta te  should  enac t legislation (1) exem p t­
ing Je h o v a h ’s W itnesses from  m ilitary 
service and provid ing  fo r an a lternative  
public serv ice of the sam e dura tion ; 
(2) and allow ing ch ild ren  o f A dventists 
and Jew s to  ab sen t them selves from  
school on their S abbath . I believe such 
exem ptions w ould be consisten t w ith 
the spirit o f the new  constitu tion . If the 
s ta te  really  w ishes to  guaran tee liberty  
o f consc ience , it m ust pass such legisla­
tion.

O ne v io lation  o f the true  spirit o f re li­
g ious liberty , con ta ined  in the old co n ­
stitu tion , has been  modified in the new . 
A rticle 1 o f the old declared : “ P rosely t- 
ism  and  any  in terven tion  against the 
p redom inan t religion is fo rb id d en .”  The 
new  constitu tion  sim ply s ta tes  (A rticle 
13, parag raph  3): “ P rosely tism  is fo r­
b id d en .”  T his m ore generalized  res tric ­
tion applies to  any  “ kno w n ”  religion 
ra th er than  exclusively  the E aste rn  O r­
thodox  C hurch  o f C hris t. A fu rth er 
advance tow ard  true  religious liberty  is 
im plicit in the definition given p ro se ly t­
ism by the M inister o f Ju stice  during 
debate  in parliam ent: “ P rosely tism  ex ­
clusively m eans th e  v iolation of o n e ’s 
conscience in an illegal, im m oral o r d is­
honest w ay .” 12 T hus prosely tism  no 
longer c ircum scribes the com m and of 
C hrist to  “ G o teach  all m e n ,”  w hich is 
the du ty  o f every  C hristian  and of every  
C h u rch .13 A nd, in its proh ib ition  of 
d ishonest and im m oral p rose ly tism , 
A rticle 13 actually  p ro tec ts  conscience , 
this sanctum  in to  w hich only G od is 
perm itted  to  e n te r .14

W h a t, th e n ,  o f  te a c h in g  a ll m en  
through use o f religious pam phlets or 
through d is tribu tion  o f the Bible in m od­

ern  G reek , p rac tices th a t caused w idely 
publicized  problem s under the old co n ­
stitu tion?

L iberty  o f consc ience , as defined in 
the new  constitu tion , includes the right 
to  d is tribu te  religious pam phlets. The 
only requ irem en t is th a t the nam e of the 
sponsoring church  appear on the pam ­
phlets. This rule o f honesty  should in­
hibit no legitim ate w itness.

W hat o f the B ible? A ccording to  A r­
ticle 13, paragraph  3, o f the new  consti­
tu tion , “ The tex t o f the Bible shall be 
m aintained unaltered . Official translation  
o f the tex t into any  o th er form  of lan­
guage, w ithout p rio r approval by the 
A utochephalous C hurch  of G reece and 
the P atriarchate  o f C onstan tinople , is 
p ro h ib ited .”

This proh ib ition  originated during the 
reign of Q ueen Olga (1898), w ho tran s­
lated the Bible in to  m odern  G reek , 
causing m any argum ents and arousing 
the opposition  of the G reek  C hurch. The 
key w ord in the new  constitu tion  is 
“ official,”  w hich did no t appear in the 
old constitu tion . The question  of ju s t 
w hat the new  term  m eans, and w hat ad ­
vance it rep resen ts  over the old res tric ­
tion, rem ains to  be answ ered  by the A d­
m inistrative Suprem e C ourt o f G reece.

W hatever the decis ion , sale o f the 
Bible in m odern  G reek  by the B ritish 
Bible Society  has long been  to lerated  in 
G reece , though the G reek  C hurch has 
opposed  the p ractice .

A nother significant change in the co n ­
stitu tion  concerns the fa ith  o f the p res i­
den t o f G reece. T he old constitu tion  
requ ired  tha t the king be O rthodox and 
tha t he p ro tec t the C hristian  O rthodox 
religion. The new  does no t require  even 
tha t the p residen t be a m em ber of the 
O rthodox  C hurch.

H ow ever, A rticle 33, paragraph 2, 
does m andate  th a t the p residen t take  an 
oath  to  the H oly T rin ity . But it is my 
belief that this article re fe rs  only  to  the 
incum bent p residen t and w ould not ap ­
ply to  a p residen t professing  ano ther 
religion. C onsis ten t w ith the principles 
o f religious liberty  expressed  in the new  
constitu tion , he, I believe, w ould take 
his oath  in harm ony w ith the principles 
and trad itions o f his ow n religion.

H ow  w ould I sum m arize the v irtues 
o f the new  constitu tion?  Its g rea test 
significance m ay be th a t it contains the 
seed  of the secu lar s ta te .15 □

F O O T N O T E S

1 This Article appears in all Greek con­
stitutions after the Revolution of 1821.

2 For an interpretation in detail, see: 
Anastase N. Marinos, Religious Liberty in 
All the World (Athens, 1972; Greek ed.), pp. 
92-101.

3 Liberty of conscience especially con­
tains the right of anyone to choose or to de­
clare his own religion, to be without any reli­
gion, not to reveal or to change his own 
religion, to assemble or to associate for reli­
gious purposes, to abstain from food for­
bidden by his religion, to carry religious 
emblems, to be buried in harmony with the 
ritual tradition, and to found parochial 
schools. It also contains the right of religious 
equality, religious education, and so forth.

4 The Administrative Supreme Court has 
been liberal in its interpretation of freedom of 
worship, especially as the concept applies to 
founding churches and tem ples. (See 
Anastase N. Marinos, Religious Liberty in 
All the World, pp. 154-171; Anastase N. 
Marinos-Spyros Trojanos, The Foundation of 
Churches and Temples [Athens, 1967; Greek 
ed.]; Anastase N. Marinos, “ The Judicial 
Control of Church Authorities,” Conscience 
et Liberté, No. 7.)

5 This Article can be found in all Greek 
constitutions.

6 Administrative Supreme Court 239/1966.
7 A.S.C. 851/1961.
8 A.S.C. 123/1964, 4054/1973, 2139/1975.
9 A.S.C. 2105-2106/1975.

10 A.S.C. 756/1952, 2274/1962.
11 The previous constitution also contained 

this Article. (See Marinos, Religious Liberty 
in All the World, p. 172.)

12 See official minutes of the Greek Parlia­
ment, session 76/23.4.75, p. 2140.

13 This broadened concept appears for the 
first time in the new constitution, but a sim­
ilar recognition has appeared since 1939 in 
Act No. 1672.

14 The Administrative Supreme Court 
had already ruled, under the previous con­
stitution, that pure spiritual teaching is not 
proselytism (A.S.C. 756/1952). On the con­
trary it ruled that there is proselytism when 
one exploits the financial needs of another to 
encourage a change of religious persuasion 
(A.S.C. 2276/1953).

15 I speak about a “ seed” because there 
are in the constitution articles pointing to a 
closed relation between church and state—
i.e., Article 16, paragraph 2, which declares 
that education must aim at the development 
of “ national and religious conscience.”  The 
previous constitution declared that education 
is founded on “ values of the Greek and Chris­
tian civilization.” The difference is obvious. 
Still, in the title of the constitution we can 
find an invocation to the Holy Trinity.
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By Sam  R osenb erg

^ ✓ ^ i k h e n ,  on February  1, 1587,
Q ueen E lizabeth  sum m oned 

J  / - /  her private  secre ta ry . Sir Wil- 
liam D avison, he cam e reluc­

tantly  and apprehensively . D avison had 
good reason to  be frightened because 
concealed  am ong the routine sta te  pa­
pers he brought fo r the Royal signature 
w as one of the ho tte st docum ents ever 
w ritten: the death  w arran t fo r M ary,

Sam  Rosenberg is a literary investigator 
and professional writer.
Reprinted by permission, TV Guide. Decem­
ber, 1974.
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beth  from  responsib ility  and guilt fee l­
ings fo r the death  of her dangerous rival 
and enem y.

T he sam e biographers also agree 
unanim ously  tha t, fo r nearly  tw o d ec­
ades, E lizabeth  had firmly vetoed  all the 
m any m oves to  kill M ary , even  though 
M ary, nex t in line to  the th ro n e , had 
publicly sw orn tha t she w ould re tu rn  
England to  the C atholicism  so violently  
cast ou t by E lizab e th ’s fa th e r, H enry  
V III.

B ut now , approach ing  old age, and 
w ithout an heir, E lizabeth  finally and 
w ith g rea t re luctance  allow ed herse lf to  
be persuaded  tha t M ary m ust die to  al­
low her son Jam es, a  P ro te stan t, to  
succeed  E lizabeth .

A nd so , on this brilliant F eb ruary  day , 
the loyal, trusting  (and helpless) D avison 
w alked in to  the trap  set fo r him  by  the 
Q ueen and  C ecil. By obeying C ecil’s 
in structions to  conceal the death  w arran t 
am ong the innocuous p archm en ts , he 
was m aking it possib le fo r E lizabeth  to 
p re tend  la ter th a t she did no t know  w hat 
she had signed. D avison w as to be 
blam ed as the perfidious underling w ho 
had betrayed  a  victim  Q ueen into doing 
this terrib le  thing! A nd there  w ould be 
no w itnesses to  the m anner in w hich he 
had been  se t up and fram ed . In o ther 
w ords, D avison w as to  be the scap e­
goat. O r, as we say  now adays, the “ fall 
g u y .”

W hen he en tered  the royal cham ber, 
D avison found  E lizabeth , know n to be a 
consum m ate ac tre ss , in a jovial m ood. 
As he handed  her the papers , she signed 
them  in rap id  succession  w ithout reading 
them . As she did so , she asked  him abou t 
his fam ily and his w ork , chatted  gaily 
about the unusually  fine w eather, handed 
him back  the signed docum ents, and d is­
m issed him.

But befo re  he reached  the door, she 
called him back . U nable to  go on w ith 
her sham eful p layacting , she spilled the 
beans. Y es, she said , she knew  that she 
had ju s t signed aw ay the life o f a  Royal 
Q ueen , and then , revealing  tha t she had 
thought abou t the m atte r fo r a  very  long 
tim e, she proceeded  to  give D avison 
detailed instructions about the d isposi­
tion of the w arran t. H e w as to  take  it 
to  the L ord  C hancellor fo r the affixing 
of the G reat Seal. The deed w as done 
and the execu tion  carried  ou t as quickly 
as possible.

F inally , as if talking to  herse lf, E liza­
beth  ran ted  against all her cow ardly  
courtiers. F ou r hundred years befo re , 
she shou ted , H enry  II had m erely  hinted 
tha t he w anted A rchbishop T hom as 
B ecket elim inated  and his understand ing  
knights had rushed  at once to  C an te r­

bury  and m urdered the offending B ecket 
in his ca thedra l. A nd sim ilarly, the 
usu rper K ing H enry  IV  had go tten  rid 
of the deposed  R ichard II w ith bu t a few  
casual w ords d ropped  into loyal ears. 
U nlike E lizabeth , a  helpless w om an, 
they  w ere no t fo rced  to  sign self-in­
crim inating death  w arran ts!

Poor D avison , realizing th a t as the 
only w itness to  this confession  he was 
still the  scapegoat, had no choice. He 
took the docum ent to  the L ord C han­
cello r, the G reat Seal w as affixed, and 
the fa ta l docum ent w as ru shed , special 
horse delivery , to  M ary ’s castle-prison. 
Shortly  afte rw ard , M ary w as beheaded.

W hen new s o f the terrible event 
reached  L ondon , a  wild celebration  b e ­
gan. It lasted  th ree d ays; bu t, though 
the ch u rch  bells o f the city rang inces­
san tly , w itnesses say th a t the am azing 
E lizabeth  p re tended  no t to  know  w hat 
all the excitem en t w as about. T hen, 
finally, in ano ther brilliantly perform ed 
im provisation , she allow ed herse lf to  be 
told th a t M ary had been executed .

H aving feigned ignorance, surprise , 
aston ishm en t and h o rro r, she raged 
against her tru sted  secre ta ry  w ho had, 
while she w as en tire ly  engaged in high 
m atters o f s ta te , acted  on his own and 
sacrilegiously killed her royal cousin , a 
d ivinely appoin ted  Q ueen.

D avison w as im m ediately put 
through a m ock tria l, found  guilty, 
fined, and  th row n in prison. (L ate r, 
dem onstra ting  how  farcical all this w as, 
E lizabeth  pardoned  him , and revoked 
the fine. B ut unable to  face him , she 
exiled him from  the cou rt. The fall guy 
never saw  his Q ueen again.)

W hat, you  m ay ask , has all this to  do 
w ith the Pilgrim  F a th e rs?  P lenty. Y ou 
see, w hen D avison w as expelled from  
cou rt and perm anently  rem oved from  
the sea t o f pow er, his ow n entourage 
and personal staff w ere kicked ou t w ith 
him. A m ong them  w as his private sec­
retary  and  aide, a young m an nam ed 
William B rew ster.

Y es, th is w as the very  sam e William 
B rew ster w hom  we know  as the leading 
elder and founder o f the religious exiles 
w ho estab lished  the M assachusetts P ly­
m outh C olony in 1620. (K ingm an 
B rew ster, J r .,  p residen t o f Y ale, is a 
d irect descendan t.)

The son of a p rosperous resident of 
Scrooby , a village in N ottingham shire 
(Robin H ood country), W illiam w as sent 
to  C am bridge U niversity  as a young 
boy. T here he jo ined the “ underg round” 
teachers and studen ts w ho m ilitantly 
refused  to  a ttend  the com pulsory  serv ­
ices in the sta te-contro lled  churches. 
E lizabeth  dealt w ith the d issidents se ­

verely : T hose w ho refu sed  to  a ttend  
church  services— and w ere caught—  
w ere im prisoned until they  agreed to 
com ply. (Som e chose to  rem ain  in prison 
fo r m any years.) M any of the m ore 
stiff-necked nonconfo rm ists w ere 
hanged and hacked to  p ieces.

A fter C am bridge, B rew ster w as em ­
ployed by Sir W illiam D avison and 
w ent w ith him to H olland  as personal 
aide during E ng land’s w ar w ith Spain. 
A fter their return  to  L ondon , B rew ster 
rem ained in D av ison ’s em ploy. This 
m eant, fo r one thing, a  m easure of re ­
ligious safe ty , fo r D avison , a m em ber of 
E lizab e th ’s cou rt, w as also a P ro testan t 
nonconform ist. This “ sh ie ld ”  lasted un­
til D avison was used as the key to 
M ary ’s execution .

W hen D avison w as fram ed , B rew ster 
realized that he too w ould be in jeopardy  
if he rem ained in sight o f the Q ueen. H e 
re trea ted  discreetly  to  S crooby , w here 
he becam e postm aster and becam e inT 
volved again w ith the “ su bversive”  
P ro testan ts h e ’d m et a t C am bridge.

W hen E lizabeth  died and Jam es I b e ­
cam e king in 1603, he proved  to  be even 
m ore in to leran t against nonconform ists, 
and B rew ste r’s flock decided to  leave 
E ngland, possibly fo rever. B ut, because 
the new  continen t o f A m erica w as not 
yet developed fo r em igration , the 
Scroobian rebels decided to go to  H o l­
land. A nd so, in 1608, they  fled a t night 
across the English C hannel in small 
boats to  a  new hom e in a foreign  land.

A t first they  encoun tered  great hard ­
ship. In the w ords of W illiam B radford , 
second governor o f M assachusetts  col­
ony, “ T hey saw  the grim m e & grisly 
face of povertie  com ing upon them  like 
an arm ed m an, w ith w hom  they  m ust 
buckle and encoun ter . . . yet by G o d ’s 
assistance they  prevailed  and  got the 
v ic to rie .”

D espite 12 years o f increasing  p ro s­
perity , the Puritans fe lt th a t the tim e 
had com e to  em igrate. T he English 
am bassador had p ressu red  the D utch 
into harassing the P ro testan t exiles, w ho 
w ere printing religious pam phlets to be 
smuggled into England. B rew ster nar­
row ly avoided arrest and had to  go to 
England to  hide ou t. The Pilgrims saw  
their children  being draw n aw ay from  
sanctity  by the fun-loving, perm issive 
D utch. F inally , w hen Spain th rea tened  
to  resum e hostilities w ith England by 
attacking the Low  C oun tries, the Pil­
grims voted to  go to  A m erica.

In 1619 the group ob tained  a charter 
for colonization  from  the V irginia C om ­
pany. T hen , as every  schoolchild  know s, 
the Pilgrims sailed aboard  the M ayflower 
for their new  life in A m erica. □
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The Christian 
and the Bicentennial
By R u sse ll J. F o rn w a lt

hat does the Bicentennial m ean to the 
C hristian? Sim ply another com m em ora­
tive p late , spoon, coin, stam p, or medal 
for your collection of m em orabilia? W as 

our coun try ’s 2 0 0 th  b irthday just one more parade 
to m arch in or historical pageant to see?

For the C hristian the real reason for rejoicing d u r­
ing the B icentennial lies in that for w hich the 
souvenir, civic cerem ony, or m useum  display is 
sym bolic. A nd in one w ord, th a t’s independence. 
Call it freedom, if you wish.

W e can rejoice in our freedom  to w orship as we 
please. In fact, no one has to  worship at all if he 
so chooses. W e have no state church, nor has the 
church been outlaw ed. How m uch religious free­
dom have you? So m uch that you can m ake a god 
ou t of a ra b b it’s foot, a lucky coin, a ladder, or 
Friday the 13th. You can subscribe to palm istry, 
astrology, num erology, or phrenology.

Some people use their religious freedom to join 
up w ith  conflicting cu lts, creeds, and congrega­
tions. You and I may not go along w ith  tha t sort 
of th in g , bu t we can be glad we have the right.

T hen there’s political freedom — another th ing  
the B icentennial is all about. T hat plastic replica of 
the Liberty Bell adorning your m antelpiece is a 
symbol of your political independence. And as in 
the case of religious freedom , you can do w ith  your 
political freedom  as you wish.

You can register in and support a m ajor political 
party , a m inor one, or none at all. You can vote a 
s traigh t party  ticket or you can split your ballot. 
In fact, you do not even have to go to the polls on 
election day. There is no penalty for failing to vote. 
As a result of the A m erican R evolution and the 
C onstitu tional Convention tha t followed, our 
political process is wide open. As H arry Trum an 
did , you can rise from  precinct leader to the presi­
dency.

W e are free to  speak our m inds, read w hat we 
w ant, p rin t or publish  criticism  of our governm ent,

choose a career, travel w ith o u t restric tion , and so 
on. W e have freedom  of choice. T h a t’s w hat the 
B icentennial is all about.

B ut w ith  so m uch choice there also comes a chal­
lenge. A nd th a t challenge is basically w hat the 
B icentennial means to  the practicing C hristian.

As Christians we do not waste hard-w on free­
dom — our m ost valuable possession next to  life 
itself— on some frivolous fad or passing fancy. W e 
use it to  advance the cause of C hrist bo th  at home 
and abroad. W e use it to  lead others to  the truth—  
the truth tha t makes m an free.

T he C hristian uses his freedom  to become all 
that he is capable of becom ing. H e develops his 
talents and skills to the fullest in order to become a 
better church m em ber, citizen, paren t, and worker. 
H e uses freedom  to bu ild  a better w orld, as did  
W ash ing ton , Jefferson, F ranklin , A dam s, and 
others.

For the C hristian , then , the B icentennial is more 
than  a great gala. I t is a tim e for expressing g ra ti­
tude. I t is a tim e for seeking tru th  rather than 
trinkets. I t is a tim e for rededication to the re­
sponsibility  th a t comes w ith  independence. □

Russell J . Fornwalt is a free-lance writer in New  York 
City.

People of Paradox: 
The Religion of Americans
By H av en  B ra d fo rd  G ow

t is a paradoxical b u t nevertheless true state­
m ent th a t Am ericans are at the same tim e 
“religious” and “ irre lig ious.”

Those who believe we are “ irrelig ious” point 
to a num ber of indices, am ong w hich they include 
the Supreme C ourt’s decision on abortion, the rising 
divorce rate, the general corruption of govern­
m ent officials, the alarm ing increase in crim e, and 
widespread repudiation of extra-personal and extra- 
legal m oral standards. Those who still th in k  we 
are “religious” po in t to studies by G allup , H arris, 
and Father Andrew Greeley, w hich reveal tha t 
many Am ericans continue to a ttend  church and
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tha t m any still believe in G od, heaven, and hell.
U nhappily , these studies m erely measure exter­

nal conduct and in tellectual assent; they do not 
and cannot measure genuine holiness. Being g enu­
inely religious m eans m ore than  wearing sandals 
and a beard and sing ing  religious folk songs, more 
than praying for your favorite football team , more 
than a tten d in g  church for the social and economic 
contacts because it is “ the socially acceptable way 
to spend a Saturday or Sunday,” because it is “the 
Am erican th in g  to  d o .”

Being genuinely holy means more than using 
religion to  condone your m aking economic and re­
ligious scapegoats of Jews and Chinese, m ore than 
telling  everyone how m uch you “love” G od, coun­
try , apple pie, and m entally  retarded children so 
you can w in an election or Miss Am erica contest, 
more than  using religion to buttress injustices in  the 
social, economic, and political status quo, more 
than a tten d in g  cocktail parties throw n by m em ­
bers of the Radical Chic on behalf of violent rev­
olutionary groups.

The m otivations for church attendance m ust also 
be considered, and in this regard, we will discern 
grounds for pessim ism . I t  is certainly true th a t m ost 
Am ericans are churchgoers, b u t it is also true tha t 
m any attend  for reasons th a t are less than  altru istic . 
They a ttend  for social rather than  religious reasons, 
and because they th in k  it is “the A m erican th in g  to 
d o .”

It is unfortunate  b u t true th a t w hat m ost A m eri­
cans m ean by believing in religion is believing in 
“the religion of relig ion” ; when they talk  of fa ith , 
w hat they actually m ean is faith  in  “ the Am erican 
way of life” and fa ith  in “positive th in k in g ” ; and 
when they speak of “loving o th ers ,” they really mean 
applying Dale C arnegie’s techniques for “w inning 
friends” and “influencing peop le .” Indeed, W ill 
H erberg inform s us in his impressive work 
Protestant-Catholic-Jew th a t, when asked if their 
religious faith  had any effect on such im portan t ac­
tivities as politics, social dealings, and business, 
m ost Americans responded N o. For, as m ost A m eri­
cans believe, religion m ust be confined to Sunday.

A lm ost two decades ago David Reism an came out 
w ith  The Lonely Crowd, a sem inal work w hich ex­
am ined w hat the au thor term ed “o ther-d irected ,”

“ inner-d irected ,” and “trad ition -d irec ted” in d i­
viduals. “T radition-d irected” persons are those 
guided in word and deed by custom ary ways of 
viewing and doing th ings, while “ inner-d irected” 
persons are guided  by an internalized set of goals 
and norms of conduct. In sharp contrast, however, 
are “o ther-d irected” individuals, whose beliefs and 
practices are based on the fads and foibles of others, 
who, in tu rn , believe and act in accordance w ith  
the fads and foibles of others. “O ther-d irec ted” 
individuals are characterized by m oral and in te l­
lectual cowardice, by a slavish and b lind con­
form ity to w hat is socially and intellectually  fash­
ionable, and by an inordinate desire to  be “a part 
of the crow d,” to  be “socially acceptable.”

M r. R eism an’s conception of the “o ther-d irected” 
individual seems especially p ertin en t to  an analysis 
of the contem porary religious situation . For it 
appears tha t the religion of m ost Am ericans is not 
one w hich is G od-centered, b u t rather one w hich 
is an in strum en t for social and econom ic advance­
m ent and social respectability. The very notion of 
being “singled o u t ,” of standing  “over aga inst” 
the world as a religious w itness, is quickly  and 
scornfully rejected by those who identify  spiritual 
w ell-being w ith  a sense of belonging, ad justm ent 
to peer group pressures, and outw ard gen tility .

B ut the religion of Moses and of C hrist involves 
more than m ere external gen tility ; it  dem ands an 
inner refinem ent of the hum an sp irit. I t involves a 
recognition th a t the w orth of a person emanates 
from w ith in , th a t in the u ltim ate  scheme of th ings 
fa ith , hope, courage, and charity count m ore than  
the social prestige and friends one has, or the n u m ­
ber of beauty contests or elections one has won. It 
im plies a realization th a t even m ore im portan t than 
external beauty and transitory popularity  is th a t re­
finem ent of m ind and character w hich elevates one 
above the social and intellectual fads and foibles of 
one’s group and of one’s tim es. It dem ands, too, 
a realization tha t being genuinely religious means 
tha t one shall be scorned, hated , falsely accused, 
excluded, and persecuted. For we m ust take up  our 
cross and follow H im  to be w orthy of H is nam e. □

Haven Bradford Gow teaches English at Southeastern 
Massachusetts University.
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A Long-Term Investment
By C arl C ahill

T
he nation’s oldest school endow m ent fund, 
d irect link  w ith  the d istan t past when 
teachers were paid in livestock, is still yield­
ing an incom e for education at H am pton ,

V irginia.
T he g ift was m ade in 1634 in the w ill of an 

early settler, B enjam in Symmes. It consisted of 
200 acres of land and the “m ilk  and increase” from 
eigh t cows.

N ow , 342 years later, the endow m ent am ounts 
to more than  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 , and the interest, though 
small in the lig h t of present-day school budgets, 
is added to state funds for the benefit of children in 
H am pton .

Symmes, who was born in 1590, lived in Isle of 
W ig h t C ounty , V irginia. H is w ill, w hich provided 
tha t a schoolhouse be bu ilt w ith  the first money 
derived from  his bequest, preceded by several years 
the Reverend John  H arvard’s far more famous g ift 
tha t founded H arvard College.

Symmes, or Syms, as it is som etim es spelled, 
specified th a t the school be free and for the children 
in Elizabeth C ity C ounty, now the city of H am p ­
ton.

This gesture so im pressed the V irginia Legisla­
ture th a t a special act was passed as an assurance 
th a t the term s of the w ill would be carried out.

T he school w ent in to  operation in 1647. By then , 
the eigh t cows had increased to forty.

Early records show tha t in 1694 the teacher, 
R obert Crooke, was paid two cows for repairing the 
school bu ild ing .

T he Symmes school was the first free school in 
the Colonies. Because it was free it was attended 
principally  by poorer children.

In 1659 another settler, D r. Thom as Eaton, set 
up a sim ilar endow m ent th a t resulted in  a second 
free school for E lizabeth City C ounty. D r. Eaton 
returned to E ngland , where he died. H is w ill p ro­
vided for a g if t of 500 acres of land, two N egro 
slaves, 12 cows, two bulls, 20 hogs, and some 
furn iture .

O ther colonists took up the generosity of Symmes 
and Eaton, and betw een 1634 and 1775 there were 
nine endow ed schools of the Symmes and Eaton

type in V irgin ia, forerunners of the public  schools 
of today.

In 1805 the two schools were com bined and 
named H am pton  Academ y, and in 1902 part of the 
endow m ent was used to construct Symm es-Eaton 
Academ y, which became a part of the public 
school system.

The Sym m es-Eaton Academ y b u ild ing  now 
houses the offices of the H am pton  School Board.

H am pton  claim s to be the oldest continuous 
English-speaking settlem ent in  Am erica. A nd it is 
still a leader in education, having b u ilt the S tate’s 
first air-conditioned school in 1963.

It has also b u ilt two m ore m odern, air-condi­
tioned schools since then  and nam ed them , appro­
priately, Benjam in Syms Jun io r H ig h  School and 
Thom as Eaton Ju n io r H ig h  School. The interest 
from the endow m ent paid for a small part of the 
construction.

T hus Symm es’s and E aton’s generosity has tran ­
scended three centuries and, barring unwise invest­
m ent of their endow m ents, seems sure to transcend 
more. □

Carl Cahill is a free-lance writer in Chesapeake, Va.

When Massachusetts 
Functioned Without
Government By C. R u sse ll Q u in n

J ohn Adams was astounded at w hat he ob­
served in M assachusetts when he returned 
from  the First C ontinental Congress.

“W e have no council,” he w rote in his 
diary, “no legislative, no executive. N o t a court of 
justice has sat since the m onth  of Septem ber.”

The lawyer in him  could not believe it. “N o t a 
debt can be recovered,” he continued , “nor a tres­
pass redressed, nor a crim inal of any kind brough t 
to punishm ent. . . . Im agine four hundred thou­
sand people w ithou t governm ent, form ing th em ­
selves in to  com m ittees for various purposes of 
justice, policy and w a r.”

It was true. M assachusetts was w ithou t gov­
ernm ent. Y et society was ho ld ing  together. 
Farmers tilled  the soil. F isherm en caught fish. 
Artisans continued at their crafts. M erchants
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sold goods. D ebtors paid their debts. N o increase 
in crim e was reported. Life w ent on m uch as usual.

W ith  an exception. A startling  exception. M as­
sachusetts was also preparing for war. W ar against 
the m ost pow erful nation on earth . This was cer­
tain ly  a phenom enon to  a ttrac t a tten tion .

A nd it d id . E dm und B urke, in his g reat speech 
on C onciliation w ith  the Colonies, startled  the 
B ritish  P arliam ent w hen he shouted:

“A vast province has now subsisted, and sub­
sisted in a considerable degree of health  and vigor, 
for nearly a tw elf-m onth  w ith o u t governm ent, 
w ith o u t public council, w ithou t judges, w ithou t 
executive m agistrates. W h a t can arise ou t of this 
unheard-of situation? H ow  can the wisest of us 
conjecture?”

H ow  conjecture, indeed. B urke’s question is 
still open. W h a t d id  M assachusetts’ society have 
going  for it tha t it could function , and function 
“in a considerable degree of health  and v ig o r,” 
w ithou t governm ent? H ow did  it get into this 
situation  in the first place?

This way. In angry retaliation for the Boston 
Tea Party , K ing George III tore up the C harter of 
the M assachusetts Bay Colony and placed the 
Colony under m artial law , or tried  to. All elected 
officials were deposed and replaced by appointees 
of the k ing . To keep them  in line their salaries 
were to be paid by the king.

The plan backfired. O nly  in Boston, where the 
k in g ’s troops were quartered , could the decree be 
carried ou t, som ewhat. A nd the redcoats were 
fearful of leaving Boston. W hen  they d id , as at 
Lexington and Concord, they were bushwhacked 
back in to  the city by angry farm ers.

So, ou t in the rest of the province, the people, 
by resolutions in town m eetings, sim ply refused to 
accept the au thority  of the k ing . Public offices were 
vacated. The people refused to pay taxes to  the 
king. Thus developed “the more than twelf- 
m o n th ” of no governm ent tha t so amazed Edm und 
Burke and John  Adams.

N o doub t the crowned heads of Europe were 
more than  amazed. Perhaps there was some fear 
and trem bling . If a society could carry on in a good 
state of health  and vigor w ith  no governm ent, 
kings were on shaky thrones. As indeed they were.

O ptions would be opening up for less authoritarian  
forms of governm ent. The experience of Massa­
chusetts was m uch in the fram ers’ m inds w hen they 
devised the C onstitu tion  of the U n ited  States a 
few years later.

The gap between an orderly society and anarchy 
m ust have seemed very narrow during  those years 
of 1774-1775. A t least to European statesm en. It 
is doub tfu l th a t the Am erican colonists saw any 
great danger of society’s flying apart in  M assachu­
setts. The P uritan  conscience w ould hold  the social 
body together. A nd it d id . It proved to  be one of 
its notable trium phs.

D uty , responsibility, self-restraint had been 
bred into these people th rough  m any generations. 
W e som etim es forget the long tim e span between 
the first landing in M assachusetts and the  R evolu­
tion. For a century and a half these people had been 
left alone to develop their own private institu tions 
— their churches, their schools, their fam ily life, 
the basic forces th a t give a society character.

T h a t’s a long tim e to  leave a people on their 
own. Especially in  a place where survival depended 
on self-reliance. W hen  the B ritish  k ing  finally no­
ticed them  and tried  to  wrench them  back in to  an 
authoritative colonial p a tte rn , i t  was too late.

W ith  the rejection of his au thority  the people of 
M assachusetts found the m oral resources w ith in  
themselves to function w ithou t governm ent. It 
was their answer to  anarchy. From th is experience 
grew the vision of the new nation.

One hundred years later, in 1876, Philadelphia 
celebrated the b irthday of tha t nation w ith  a w on­
drous exposition. T. S. H uxley, the B ritish  sci­
en tist, visited the exposition and was im pressed 
by the industrial marvels tha t a free people could 
produce. But his m ost pertin en t com m ent was tha t 
the success of the great experim ent in democracy 
would depend “on the m oral w orth and in tellec­
tual clearness of the individual c itizen .”

Two hundred years later the lesson is still the 
same: If a society w ants governm ent to  rest upon 
its shoulders ligh tly , it m ust develop the moral 
in tegrity  to  hold itself together. □

C. Russell Quinn is a free-lance writer in Downey, 
California.
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Friends, Readers,

es
I

t 's  not likely a fte r  m ore than a year 
o f B icentennial em phasis that m any 
A m ericans are avidly  th irsting  for 
m ore artic les on even ts of 1776 or 
thereabou ts .

But m ost o f us never get ou r fill of 
p ic tu res— even w hen they  are historical. 
T he follow ing are from  a B icentennial 
series by Religious N ew s Serv ice. P re­
tend they are from  an old album  you d is­
covered  in an attic  trunk . And that they 
are o f, o r abou t, your fam ily. They are , 
you know . T hat is, if you are  a m em ber 
o f the A m erican fam ily.

T here is no artic le . Ju s t cap tions to 
help you get acquain ted  w ith the olden 
days and the people w ho starred  in them . 
To get in the m ood fo r the first p icture , 

'im agine you are in a church  pew . Y our 
pastor takes the pulp it. Suddenly  you are 
electrified. U nder his c lerical garb  you 
get a glim pse of a uniform . An A n n y  
un ifo rm ! N o w onder you are listening in­
ten tly  as he begins, so lem nly , to  speak . . .

“ Now Is the Time to Fight”  “ In the
language of the H oly W rit, there  is a 
tim e fo r all things. T here  is a tim e to 
preach and a tim e to  fight; and now is 
the tim e to  figh t."  W ith these fiery w ords 
ringing through his chu rch , the Rev. 
P eter M uhlenberg cast aside his clerical 
robes to  reveal h im self, befo re  his aw e­
struck  congregation  in W oodstock , V ir­
ginia, in the uniform  of a  colonel in the 
C ontinental A rm y.

"R oll the drum s fo r rec ru its!”  the 
young L u theran  p asto r o rdered . H is ser­
mon so gripped the im agination of w or­
shipers that 300 parish ioners enlisted on 
that day in 1776 to  becom e the 8th V ir­
ginia Regim ent.

John  P eter G abriel M uhlenberg was 
born in T rappe , P ennsy lvania , in 1746, 
son of the Rev. H einrich M uhlenberg,

o ften  called the patriarch  of L u th e ran ­
ism in A m erica. P eter served churches in 
P ennsylvania, N ew  Y ork , and Virginia 
before 1776. D uring the R evolution , he 
led his troops through v ictories in South  
C arolina and G eorgia and w as w ith 
W ashington at B randyw ine, G erm an­
tow n, Valley Forge, and Y ork tow n. He 
retired from  m ilitary serv ice as a m ajor- 
general in 1783 and re tu rned  to  Penn­
sylvania, w here in 1786 he w as elec ted  
v ice-president o f the C om m onw ealth .

L ater, P eter M uhlenberg becam e a 
m em ber o f the H ouse o f R ep resen ta ­
tives in the F irst C ontinen tal C ongress, 
over w hich his b ro th e r, F rederick  A u­
gustus C onrad M uhlenberg, p resided as 
Speaker. He served th ree term s in the 
H ouse, and w as elec ted  to  the U .S. 
Senate in 1801, la ter resigning to  accep t 
an appo in tm en t as co llec to r o f custom s 
for the port o f Philadelphia, a post he 
held until his dea th  in 1807.

Only Clergyman to Sign the Declaration 
of Independence O f the 56 men to  sign 
the D eclaration  o f Independence , only 
one clergym an affixed his signature to 
the docum ent. He w as John  W ither­
spoon , then  p residen t o f the College of 
N ew  Jersey  (now Princeton U niversity) 
and a leader o f the P resbyterian  C hurch  
in the C olonies.

Born in S cotland in 1723, lo h n  W ither­
spoon cam e to  N ew  Jersey  in 1768 to 
head the college. In A m erica, he p ro ­
m oted the grow th o f the P resbyterian  
C hurch , o ften  heading its G eneral A s­
sem bly. D espite his original feeling  that 
the clergy should avoid politics, he a c ­
cepted  a position as delegate from  New 
Jersey  to the C ontinen tal C ongress. He 
sat in C ongress alm ost continuously  
from  1776 to  1782 and w rote m uch in 
behalf o f the R evolution.
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Revolutionary Creed First Heard in 
Church On M arch 23, 1775, a V irginia 
law yer nam ed Patrick  H enry  (left) u t­
tered  his im passioned plea, “ G ive me 
liberty  o r give me d e a th ,”  w ords w hich 
becam e a battle  cry  o f the A m erican 
R evolution . H e n ry ’s fam ous phrase  w as 
from  a speech  he m ade in St. J o h n ’s 
E piscopal C hurch  (right) in R ichm ond, 
V irginia. The church  still s tands.

H enry , an  o ra to r w ho knew  no equal, 
w as a leader o f the “ rad ica ls”  in V ir­
ginia in the years p receding the R evolu­
tion and spoke fo r individual liberties. 
H e w as a delegate to  the C ontinental 
C ongress in 1774 and  served as governor 
o f V irginia during the R evolu tionary  
W ar. A fter the w ar, he led the fight fo r 
the V irginia R eligious F reedom  A ct of 
1785 and w orked  successfu lly  to have 
the Bill o f Rights added to  the C onsti­
tu tion .

h
y throne behold al 

th e  dwellers upon earth ; Moll 
„ heartily we hefcech thec0\\jth , 

f  ^  thy  favour to behold 
i</ 4 j g r a c i o u s  Sovereign l iorcf R»» •* 
>- G e o rc -e , and fo rcplcnillfw ia:

w ith the ti^ c c  o f  thy  Holy Spi- 
Q  difa/iiM rit, tha t t e n i i y  ahvay incline to 
i th y  will, and walk in thy  wav

'  F.ndue -JsSIi^plenteoullyw ith  
heavenly gifts; grant -jfsir'in  

royW ricy  health  a n d wea k h long  to  live ;

•estHwies-; an d  finally  a f te r  
I i f e ,4 ic - n tS t  a tta in  evcrl 
iov and felicity. th ron 'dI k J

Changes to Fit the Times The pre-Revo- 
lu tionary  P rayer Book (cover dated  
1752) o f B ru ton  Parish C hurch in W il­
liam sburg, the Colonial capital o f V ir­
ginia, show s the p rayer fo r the C row n 
altered  to  fit the  tim es. The changes, 
w hich are  apparen tly  in the handw riting 
of Dr. John  B racken , rec to r during the 
struggle fo r independence, include the 
deletion o f re fe ren ces to  kings, lords, 
and p rinces, and the substitu tion  of “ and 
bless T hy se rvan t the P. (P resident) o f 
the U nited S ta tes , and all o thers in 
au th o rity ”  fo r the reference  to  King 
G eorge III in the p rayer. On M ay 17, 
1776, tw o days a f te r  the adoption of the 
V irginia R esolution  fo r Independence, 
delegates o f the convention  that had 
adopted  the reso lu tion  w ent together to 
the church  to  a ttend  fast-day  services.

w as then  the Pennsy lvania  S tate  H ouse. 
It w ould still be m erely the old S tate 
H ouse if independence had not been 
achieved and if the C onstitu tion  had not 
been ratified and put into effect. . . . In­
stead , P ennsy lvan ia’s S tate  H ouse has 
becom e Independence Hall fo r the 
U nited S ta tes. N or is th a t all. On ac ­
count o f the D eclaration  of Independ­
ence, it is a  shrine honored w herever 
the rights o f m en are honored . On ac ­
count o f the C onstitu tion , it is a shrine 
cherished w herever the princip les o f 
self-governm ent on a federa l scale are 
ch e rish ed .”

So w rites Carl V an D oren of the 
building w hich is the b irthp lace of the 
U nited S tates o f A m erica. It w as in C on­
gress H all, a  wing of the building, that 
both the D eclaration  of Independence 
and the C onstitu tion  w ere debated  and 
enacted . Independence Hall is now  part 
of a N ational H istorical Park.

Washington Combats a Problem In
July , 1776, G eneral G eorge W ashington 
found him self faced  w ith a problem — 
“ the foolish  and w icked p rac tice  o f p ro ­
fane cursing  and  sw earing” — and issued 
this G eneral O rder to  his arm y. It is not 
know n w hat effect W ash ing ton’s o rder 
had in com bating the age-old m ilitary 
problem .

Birthplace of the United States “ The 
U nited S ta tes w as crea ted  in Philadelphia 
on July 4, 1776, w hen the C ontinental 
C ongress voted  the final form  of the 
D eclaration  o f Independence. The 
U nited S tates w as perpetuated  on Sep­
tem ber 17, 1787, w hen the Federal C on­
vention com pleted  its w ork on the 
C onstitu tion  and referred  it, through 
C ongress, to  the individual S tates fo r 
ratification. B oth o f these great decisions 
w ere m ade in the sam e cham ber in w hat 
is now called Independence H all, but

(.1 NT R A I  O R  HI R

26 LIBER TY  N O V EM B ER/D EC EM BER , 1976



Architects of Religious Freedom The
F irst A m endm ent to  the U .S . C onstitu ­
tion s ta tes in part: “ C ongress shall 
m ake no law respecting  an estab lish ­
m ent o f religion, o r prohibiting the free 
exercise thereo f. . . . ”  This concep t of 
freedom  fo r religion w as unique even in 
m ost o f the A m erican co lon ies, w here 
the C hurch  of E ngland and the Puritan 
C hurch w ere the estab lished  churches.

E xcep tions w ere R hode Island, 
founded  on the concep ts o f church-sta te  
separation  and freedom  of w orship for 
all; M aryland, w hich fo r 43 years offered 
religious freedom  fo r C hris tians; and 
P ennsy lvania , w here W illiam P en n ’s 
Fram e of G overnm en t decreed  to lera­
tion fo r all C hristians.

D uring the Colonial period  and the 
years in w hich our nation  w as e stab ­
lished, a num ber of persons contributed  
to  the concep t set fo rth  in the F irst 
A m endm ent. Tw elve of these arch itects 
of religious freedom  are p ictured  here , 
left to  right.

T H O M A S  JE F F E R S O N — A  U nitarian , 
he w ro te  the first d ra ft o f the D eclara­
tion of Independence and au thored  the 
V irginia S tatu te  of Religious F reedom , 
w hich, in 1785, p rovided “ by self-im ­
posed law , fo r com plete  religious free ­
dom  and eq u a lity .”

W IL L IA M  P E N N — A  Q uaker and the 
founder o f Pennsy lvania , in 1701 he 
proclaim ed “ F reedom  of C onsc ience”  
in his colony and w elcom ed m em bers o f 
oppressed  G erm an sec ts , R om an C atho­
lics, and various P ro testan ts to  it.

S A M U E L  D A V IE S —An ordained P res­
byterian  m inister, he w as an  effective 
spokesm an fo r Virginia d issen ters and 
fought fo r religious freedom  as a natural 
right.

S A M U E L  L IV E R M O R E — An E pisco ­
palian who served as a C ongressm an 
from  N ew  H am pshire, he m ade the 
“ m otion” w hich em bodied the original 
proposal debated  by C ongress in d rafting  
the F irs t A m endm ent.

T H O M A S  K E N N E D Y — A  P resby­
terian , he led a long fight in the M aryland 
legislature fo r Jew ish  civil rights, in­
cluding the right to  hold public office. 
This w as achieved in 1825, w ith passage 
of the “ Jew  B ill.”

J A M E S  M A D IS O N — The “ F a ther of 
the C onstitu tion”  w ho successfully  
urged that both religious freedom  and a 
prohibition against any religious e s­
tablishm ent be com bined in the F irst 
A m endm ent. H e played a p rom inent 
part in d isestablishing the Anglican 
C hurch in V irginia.

R O G E R  W IL L IA M S —A dissident Puri­
tan clergym an, he w as banished from  
M assachusetts in 1635 and founded 
Rhode Island, “ the first successfu l 
establishm ent fo r com plete religious 
freedom  in h is to ry .”

C H A R L E S  P IN C K N E Y —  Four tim es 
governor o f South  C arolina and a U .S . 
Senator, he proposed A rticle VI ( “ . . . 
no religious tes t shall ever be required  
as a qualification to  any office or public

tru st under the U nited S ta te s” ) in the 
U .S . C onstitu tion .

B E N J A M IN  F R A N K L IN — O ne of the 
great sta tesm en  of the A m erican R evo­
lution and a believer in religious fre e ­
dom , he w rote to E zra  S tiles, a  C on­
gregational m inister and  p residen t of 
Y ale, in 1790: “ I have ev er let o thers 
enjoy their religious sen tim en ts, w ith ­
ou t reflecting on them  fo r those tha t 
appeared  to me unsupportab le  and even 
absurd . All sec ts , he re , and we have a 
great varie ty , have experienced  my good 
will . . . ”

JO H N  W IT H E R S P O O N — A  P resby ­
terian  m inister, first p residen t of P rince­
ton and signer o f the D eclaration  of 
Independence, he preached  that m ore 
“ to le ra tio n ”  w as not enough, “ the only 
proper principle fo r a republic being 
com plete liberty  o f w o rsh ip .”

G E O R G E  M A S O N —An Episcopal
vestrym an, he w as chief au tho r o f the 
V irginia D eclaration  of R ights, w hich 
was adopted  a m onth befo re  the D eclara­
tion of Independence. H e w as a leader 
in securing the Bill o f Rights.

JO H N  C A R R O L L —The first Rom an 
C atholic b ishop in the U nited S ta tes , he 
was an arden t pa trio t. A fter being 
chosen bishop in 1789, he had the m edi­
eval phrase “ ex term inare h ae re tico s”  
(death to the heretics), w hich he con ­
sidered ob jec tionab le , deleted  from  his 
official oa th  and list o f duties in his 
consecration  cerem ony a year later. □
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INfERNMIONAL
Indian  S tate A dopts  
F orced  S terilization

B O M BA Y — T he Indian sta te  o f M a­
h arash tra  has passed  legislation making 
sterilization  com pulsory  in the case of 
couples w ith  th ree living children .

Cardinal V alerian  G racias , A rch­
bishop of B om bay, earlie r registered  
strong p ro tests  w ith s ta te  officials over 
the proposed  m easure , arguing that 
fo rced  sterilization  “ is the denial o f a 
basic hum an right and an  affront to  hu­
m an d ig n ity .”

T he M aharash tra  “ fam ily size lim ita­
tion”  law  is seen  as part o f a  m ovem ent, 
supported  by  the N ew  D elhi govern ­
m ent, to  p ressu re  couples in to  limiting 
their fam ilies to  tw o or th ree children .

T he new  sta te  law requires tha t m en 
up to  the age o f 55 and w om en up to  45 
be sterilized  w ithin 180 days o f the birth 
o f their th ird  living child. The husband 
w ould be fo rced  to  undergo a v asec­
tom y. H is w ife w ould be fo rced  to be 
sterilized only if the husband  is exem pt 
because a vasectom y w ould endanger 
his life.

The m easure provides prison term s of 
up to tw o years fo r those w ho fail to  be 
sterilized and provides rew ards to  those 
w ho inform  on neighbors evading sterili­
zation.

H ow ever, accord ing  to Dr. D. N . Pai, 
B om bay d irec to r o f fam ily planning, in 
p rac tice , o ffenders w ould be sterilized 
and then  paroled .

T here w as som e question  w hether the 
new  law will be approved  by the federal 
governm ent in N ew  D elhi. Prim e M inis­
ter Indira G andhi has publicly expressed  
doubt abou t the advisability  o f legally 
enforced  sterilization .

C anadian  M oslem s C am paign  
A gainst O ffensive T extbooks

TO R O N T O — A group of M oslem s liv­
ing in C anada has appealed  to the U nited 
N ations H um an Rights C om m ission in a 
cam paign to have w hat they  call o f­
fensive and p re jud iced  rem arks regard ­
ing the M oslem  religion rem oved from  
high school tex tbooks.

Q uadeer Baig, p residen t o f the C ana­
dian Society  o f M oslem s, accused  the 
O ntario  Provincial G overnm en t o f 
duplicity , deceit, fab rica tion , and p re ju ­
dice. W hen he com plained to  the govern ­
m ent, he said , he w as shunted  from  one 
departm ent to  ano ther w ithout resu lts .

Provincial education  m inister Tom  
Wells adm itted  there are “ d iscrim inatory

p assag es”  in the tex tbooks, bu t ^ a id  it 
is not p ractical or financially possible to  
recall im m ediately all books w ith o f­
fensive passages. “ B ut we are  w orking 
on i t ,”  he said.

Spanish  G overn m en t, V atican , A gree  
on R evision  of 1953 C on cordat

V A T IC A N  C IT Y — Spain and the . 
V atican have agreed on a revision of the 
1953 C oncordat governing relations be­
tw een the Spanish G overnm en t and the 
R om an C atholic C hurch.

T he M adrid G overnm en t said the re­
vision included the renunciation  o f the 
right o f the Spanish  C hief o f S tate  to 
nom inate residential b ishops o f Spanish 
Sees and the c h u rc h ’s renunciation  of the 
right o f Spanish bishops to  b lock crim inal 
p rosecu tion  of p riests .

King Juan  C arlos recen tly  renounced 
his right to nom inate b ishops, bu t officials 
said a t the tim e they  did not know 
w hether this w ould apply to  his succes­
sors.

T urkish  C ou rt C onvicts  
42 J eh o v a h ’s W itnesses

IST A N B U L — T he T urkish  S tate Se­
curity  C ourt has convicted  42 Jeh o v ah ’s 
W itnesses o f charges they  are m em bers 
o f a fo reign-based organization  w ithout 
perm ission.

A governm ent radio  b roadcast said 
one Jeh o v ah ’s W itness w as sen tenced 
to  six m onths in prison and fined about 
$715. The o th er 41 w ere assessed  fines 
ranging from  $43 to  $64.

C ourt L im its O h io ’s A uthority  
to Set P rivate School Standards

C O L U M B U S, Ohio— The Suprem e 
C ourt o f O hio has lim ited the au thority  
of the S tate  B oard of E ducation  to  set 
s tandards fo r religious schools.

In reversing the ruling of a d istric t 
court o f appeals, the S tate  Suprem e 
C ourt said tha t religious-freedom  rights 
are com prom ised w hen S tate standards 
“ are  so com prehensive in scope as to 
erad icate  the d istinction  betw een public 
and nonpublic ed u ca tio n .”

The case involved tw elve paren ts w ho 
sent their children  to  an unaccredited  
C hristian school in D arke C ounty . Since 
the T abernacle  C hristian  School did not 
m eet the m inim um  standards of the Ohio 
Board o f E ducation  the board  asserted  
that the children  w ere technically  tru ­
ants.

Rev. Levi W. W hisner, principal of 
the school, noted  tha t there  are  m ore 
than 600 requirem ents fo r schools for 
minim um standards. He said that Ohio 
education  officials “ acknow ledge that 
th e re ’s no school in the S tate  m eeting the 
m inim um  standards 100 per cen t all the 
tim e .”

In the m ajority  ruling, Justice  F rank  D. 
C elebrezze s ta ted , “ W e believe that 
these ‘minim um  s tan d a rd s’ overs tep  the 
boundary  of reasonable  regulation as 
applied to a nonpublic sch o o l.”

D efense a tto rney  W illiam B. Ball, of 
H arrisburg , Pennsy lvania , hailed the ru l­
ing as “ the first case in w hich , on co n sti­
tutional g rounds, a m ajor cou rt has 
s truck  dow n a large body of regulations 
of private  and religious sch o o ls .”  Mr. 
Ball described  the ruling as “ an  excellent 
v indication o f the rights o f paren ts and of 
the right [of a school] to  be small and 
d iffe ren t.”

M issouri V oters R eject 
School-A id  A m endm ent

ST. L O U IS — A proposed  am endm ent 
to the M issouri C onstitu tion , au thorizing 
the legislature to  furnish  lim ited aid to 
nonpublic schools— in such a reas as 
tran spo rta tion , tex tbooks, and serv ices 
for the retarded— w as defea ted  in a 
state-w ide referendum .

T he coun t w as 577,000 against and 
430,000 fo r , a  margin of 57 per cen t to  43 
per cen t.

O ne of seven p roposed  am endm ents— 
three w ere passed— the nonpublic
school-aid am endm ent w as sponsored  
by F airness in E ducation , a nondenom i- 
national organization  com posed  mainly 
of Rom an C atholics and M issouri Synod 
L u therans.

The p roposed  am endm ent received  an 
overw helm ing m ajority  o f vo tes in St. 
Louis and o ther large m etropolitan  
areas bu t faced  strong opposition  in 
rural and sm all-tow n areas .

The re jec ted  am endm ent w ould have 
authorized the S tate legislature to  pass 
various proposed bills, costing  at least 
$10 million a year. T hese bills called fo r 
transporta tion  serv ices, nonreligious 
tex tbooks, and unspecified serv ices for 
exceptional (retarded) children  in non­
public schools.

Such serv ices are already  available to 
nonpublic school pupils in forty -one 
S tates and have been  approved  by the 
U nited S tates Suprem e C ourt, but the 
M issouri S ta te  C onstitu tion  has m ore
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rigid standards o f chu rch -sta te  separa­
tion and fo rb ids such serv ices.

C olorado Seek s Im m unization  
of C h ildren  of Sect

D E N V E R — C o lo rad o ’s S tate H ealth  
D epartm en t is considering  m ethods of 
legally fo rcing  m em bers o f the C hurch 
of the F irst B orn, a  religious sec t at 
C o rtez , to  have the ir ch ild ren  im m unized 
against d iphtheria .

A ccording to  F red  Y u, an assistan t 
a tto rney  general w orking w ith the health  
d epartm en t, S tate  au tho rities w ant to 
learn w hat they  can do to p reven t a  re­
cu rrence  of the d isease am ong m em bers 
of the sec t. B ecause o f their beliefs 
church  m em bers refuse  inocu lations. In 
tw o years tw o child ren  have d ied of 
d iph theria , and abou t a dozen  o thers 
have con trac ted  the d isease.

Yu noted there  is a  general police

tW I

BEIRUT— Allenby Street in Beirut’s 
once-flourishing commercial district lies 
in ruins after months of shelling. Buses, 
barrels, and doors serve as shields against 
rival sniper fire.

pow er in the S tate  to  ensu re  the health  
and safe ty  o f its c itizens. Legal en fo rce ­
m ent o f im m unization might com e from  
the d ep a rtm en t’s legal right to  contro l 
epidem ics or be achieved through use of 
the C olorado child-abuse sta tu te .

A rchd iocese R ebuffs U n ion , 
C h allenges N L R B  R uling

LOS A N G E L E S — The R om an C ath o ­
lic A rchdiocese of L os A ngeles has an ­
nounced tha t it will refuse  to  bargain 
w ith a labor o rganization  chosen  in a 
federally  superv ised  elec tion  by lay 
teachers in its high schools.

The refusal sets the stage fo r a  cou rt 
test over the right o f the N ational L abor 
R elations B oard to  have ordered  an elec­
tion, in w hich teachers voted  tw o to  one 
for the union.

The archd iocese  cites constitu tional 
issues of freedom  of religion as the basis 
for its challenge. It said its refusal to 
bargain is necessary  under the law in 
o rder to  ob tain  judicial review .

“ The issue here is no t w hether the 
C hurch believes in social ju stice  and 
collective bargaining, but w hether it will 
survive as an institu tion  free  o f govern ­
m ent in trusion and in terfe rence  in its 
intim ate and internal o p e ra tio n s ,”  ac ­
cording to a sta tem en t published in The 
Tidings, archd iocesan  new spaper.

It asse rted  tha t the N L R B  ruling that 
the schools “ are not ‘religious in stitu ­
tions intim ately involved w ith the C atho­
lic C h u rch ’ . . . flies in the face  o f Su­
p rem e  C o u r t  d e c is io n s  w h ic h  h av e  
deprived C atholic school studen ts of 
federal educational aid because of ‘ex ­
cessive en tanglem ent betw een S tate and 
C h u rch .’ ”

The con troversy  involves the right of 
lay teachers in high schools m aintained 
by the A rchdiocese of L os A ngeles and 
its neighboring D iocese of O range to  be 
rep resen ted  by a union affiliated w ith 
the A m erican F edera tion  of T eachers.

Legal counsel fo r the archdiocese 
sta ted  tha t accep tance of the request to  
bargain w ould im ply “ an agreem en t tha t 
the governm ent has a right to in terfere  
and entangle itself in the in ternal affairs 
o f the C h u rch .”

Two o ther reasons fo r the refusal to 
bargain w ere cited:

“ The im position of a system  o f ad ­
m inistration  w hich in the end can lead to  
the destruction  of the local adm in is tra­
tion and au tonom y of the C hurch 
schools.

“ A ccep tance  in to  the schools o f a 
union w hich has openly  decla red  its hos­
tility to  C atholic m oral p rincip les in the 
a rea  o f abo rtion  and co n tracep tio n , and 
w hich seeks even  now  to  deprive  s tu ­
den ts in private  H eb rew , P ro testan t, and 
C atholic schoo ls o f the special com ­
pensato ry  educational aids w hich have 
been g ran ted  them  in the p a s t .”

N o C h u rch -S ta te  V io la tion  Found  
in M issou ri’s Sch o larsh ip  Law

JE F F E R S O N , M o.— A lthough som e 
beneficiaries a tten d  religiously affiliated 
colleges, the S ta te  S cholarsh ip  Program  
does no t v io late the constitu tional p ro ­
vision on separa tion  o f chu rch  and  sta te , 
the M issouri Suprem e C ourt has ru led .

T he fo u r to  th ree  ruling o v e rtu rn s an 
earlier finding by a St. L ouis C oun ty  c ir­
cuit judge and  m eans th a t som e 8,000 
students will con tinue to partic ipa te  in 
the th ree-year program . T he s tuden ts  a t­
tend  31 p rivate  colleges and  26 publicly  
supported  colleges. D epending on need , 
they can  receive  up to  $900 per year fo r 
tu ition and fees.

T he M issouri Suprem e C ourt applied 
a th ree-po in t te s t estab lished  by the 
U nited S ta tes S uprem e C ourt and  ruled 
that the scholarsh ip  p rogram  had a secu ­
lar pu rpose , did no t have the advance­
m ent o f religion as its p rim ary  effect, and 
did no t excessively  entangle church  and 
state.

Jobless B enefits D enied  to  C ouple  
Fired by C ollege  for Im m orality

H A R R ISB U R G , Pa.— The P ennsy l­
vania U nem ploym ent C om pensation  
Board of Review  has upheld  the right of 
church-related  colleges to se t m oral 
codes o f conduc t to  w hich facu lty  m em ­
bers m ust adhere  in their p rivate  lives.

T he board  susta ined  re fe re e s ’ d e ­
cisions th a t denied  job less benefits to  a 
man and a w om an fired by L ebanon  
V alley C ollege, A nnville, P ennsy lvania , 
fo r living together w ithout being m ar­
ried.

R eferees found  th a t w hen  P ro fesso rs 
John  M artin  and K ath leen  M cN erney  
w ere em ployed by the U nited  M ethod­
ist-affiliated college they  w ere fu rn ­
ished w ith a copy  o f a policy  m anual 
w hich sta ted  tha t “ p ro fesso rs m ay be 
rem oved fo r im m orality .”

The re fe rees ruled th a t the claim ants 
w ere unem ployed th rough  their ow n 
fault fo r living together and therefo re 
w ere ineligible to  receive benefits.
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PERSPECTIVE
W hat Is R elig ious L iberty?

N early  everyone today  pays at least 
lip serv ice to  religious liberty . Som e o f 
the m ost oppressive  governm en ts claim  
to resp ec t religious freed o m , if tha t is 
defined sim ple-m indedly as the right to 
believe as one chooses . T hat ex trem ely  
lim ited so rt o f freedom  is available even 
in A lbania.

But religious liberty  goes fa r beyond 
“ the right to  b e liev e”  or “ right to  w or­
sh ip ”  definitions tha t regularly  appear 
in high school essays o r the pontifica- 
tions of politicians.

A good s ta rt at building a com prehen ­
sive definition o f religious liberty  w as 
m ade by D r. C . Em anuel C arlson , 
fo rm er d irec to r o f the B aptist Jo in t C om ­
m ittee on Public A ffairs, a t a conference  
in W ashington p lanned by his successo r, 
Dr. Jam es E. W ood, Jr.

C arlson  said th a t the follow ing free ­
dom s “ rank  very  h igh”  in his definition 
of freedom  of conscience: “ T he person 
w ho en joys freedom  of conscience m ust 
in actual p rac tice  be free  to: 1. decide 
w hether to  w orship  or not to  w orship;
2. jo in  the chu rch  o f his ow n choice , 
choosing his ow n creed  and  tene ts ;
3. change his ecclesiastical allegiance 
w ithout h indrance; 4. nurtu re  the faith  
of the children fo r w hom  he carries re­
sponsib ility ; 5. choose o th er religious 
in struction  fo r his ch ild ren ; 6. express 
his faith  and conv ictions personally  and 
in group ac tiv ities; 7. travel fo r the ad ­
vancem ent o f his fa ith ; 8. associate  him ­
self w ith o thers  fo r co rpo ra te  religious 
in te rests; 9. use his hom e and his p rop­
erty  fo r religious p u rposes; 10. d e te r­
mine the causes and the am ounts o f his 
religious stew ardsh ip ; 11. m ake his own 
best judgm ents on m oral and public 
issues, and express them ; 12. have free 
access to  inform ation  from  various 
so u rce s .”

To this cata log  o f the m eanings of 
individual religious liberty , C arlson 
added  a list o f e lem ents necessary  fo r 
churches o r religious societies o r fe l­
low ships to  en joy  freedom  “ to carry  ou t 
their functions w ith adequate  inde­
p endence” : “ 1. freedom  to o rder its own 
public w orsh ip ; 2. freedom  to m ake its 
ow n fo rm ulations o f doctrinal positions;
3. freedom  to determ ine its ow n organ­
ization and governm en t; 4. freedom  to 
set standards and qualifications fo r m em ­
bership  and fo r the clergy; 5. freedom  to 
provide and contro l program s fo r tra in ­
ing its m em bers and its you th ; 6. fre e ­
dom  to plan and  carry  ou t various form s

of serv ice or charity ; 7. freedom  to  plan 
and carry  ou t program s of m issionary 
ou treach ; 8. freedom  to ow n and opera te  
business activ ities w hich are re lated  to  
its o b jec tives ; 9. freedom  to have equal 
sta tus w ith all o th e r religious groups 
before  the law  o f the land; 10. freedom  
to fo rm ulate  its ow n m oral positions 
insofar as these  do no t deprive o thers 
of sim ilar freedom  o r endanger the life 
o f the com m unity ; 11. freedom  to  in ter­
pret to  the public the m eaning of its 
insights and its princip les fo r the insti­
tu tions o f socie ty , including govern ­
m e n t.”

But even C arlso n ’s definition can be 
im proved upon. H is point tha t the in­
dividual h im self should “ determ ine the 
causes and am ounts o f his religious 
s tew ard sh ip ,”  should be clarified and 
expanded to  include the right o f the in­
dividual to con tribu te  to the support 
only  o f the religious institu tions and 
organizations o f his o r her ow n u n ­
coerced  cho ice . A ny form  of d irect or 
indirect governm ent aid to  sectarian  
institu tions, including parochial schools 
and denom inational colleges, is a viola­
tion of the ind iv idual’s basic religious 
liberty .

Religious freedom  also necessarily  
includes the legal freedom  to follow  the 
d ictates o f o n e ’s conscience w ith regard 
to  such fundam ental m atters as m arriage 
and d ivorce , fam ily planning, abortion , 
and sterilization . L egislation o r con­
stitutional p rov isions to  in terfere  w ith 
these individual rights constitu te  viola­
tions o f religious liberty .

It might be added , though it is hardly  
necessary  to  do so , th a t freedom  of re ­
ligious practice  ex tends only so fa r as 
the rights o f o th e r individuals. T hus, 
hum an sacrifice o r abuse of children 
canno t be justified on grounds of the 
free  exercise  o f religion.

Though C arlson did not say so ex ­
pressly , religious liberty  also requ ires 
the to tal absence  o f governm ent e s tab ­
lishm ent o f o r p reference  fo r any 
church , group o f chu rches , o r set of 
purely theological princip les. G overn ­
m ent m ay, o f cou rse , prohibit and pun­
ish m urder, rape , robbery , fraud , and 
o ther v io lations o f individual rights, 
because these transg ress the canons of 
com m on-denom inator secu lar eth ics as 
well as those o f the w orld ’s religious 
traditions.

T alk  o f religious liberty  is just so m uch 
w ind, o f course , unless guaran tees o f 
religious liberty  are institu tionalized , un ­

less social m achinery  is set up to  p ro tec t 
religious liberty  against v io lations, and 
unless the m ajority  o f people in society  
support the religious liberty  principle 
and the m echanism s fo r defending  it.

O f all the coun tries in the w orld , only 
the U nited  S tates has gone all the w ay 
to  establish  as a basic constitu tional 
princip le, bo th  in our national and S tate 
charte rs, the separa tion  o f church  and 
sta te  w hich alone can guaran tee  religious 
liberty  in all its m any m eanings. Only 
in the U nited S tates have the co u rts , the 
people, and even  m ost politicians ra ther 
consisten tly  applied and supported  the 
separation  principle.

W hile w e have am ple reaso n  to  be 
proud of ou r heritage of chu rch -sta te  
separation , we w ould well be advised  to 
avoid com placency . The price o f liberty 
is e ternal vigilance, and those w ho op ­
pose stric t chu rch -sta te  separa tion , 
e ither through ignorance or m isdirected  
zeal, are num erous and pose grave 
th rea ts to the church-sta te  separation  
principle w hich undergirds religious lib­
e rty . Judging from  the num ber o f law ­
suits and  referendum  elec tions in recen t 
years, the challenges are  as great now 
as at any tim e in our co u n try ’s h isto ry .

The m en and  w om en w ho have fought 
the good fight fo r religious liberty  have 
reason to  be proud  o f their effo rts . But 
there is not tim e to res t on p as t accom ­
plishm ents. M any battles lie ahead . All 
ou r strength  will be needed . B ut, on the 
basis o f o u r past reco rd , continued 
effort, sacrifice, and devotion  will resu lt 
in new  victories fo r ou r m ost precious 
freedom s.

C ondensed fro m  C hurch  & S ta te , the 
m agazine o f  A m ericans U nited, M arch, 
1976. U sed by  perm ission.
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LIBERTY 4ND1HE LAW
O ne M an , O ne H at 

By Elvin L. Benton

L a  R occa  v. L ane, 376 N .Y .S . 2d 93 
(Ct. A pp. 1975).

M ay a m an reveal publicly  the fac t 
that he qualifies fo r m ore than  one p ro ­
fession?  D oes choosing  to  be a crim inal 
trial law yer p reclude being a p riest and 
letting the ju ry  know  it?

N ew  Y o rk ’s h ighest co u rt says tha t, 
at least in som e situa tions, the choice 
m ust be m ade betw een  appearing  as a 
c leric and arguing as an  a tto rney .

V incent L a  R occa had  been  a Rom an 
C atholic p riest fo r som e 25 years w hen 
he w as adm itted  to  the p rac tice  of law 
in N ew  Y ork. W hile he w as in law 
school he w ore his clerical garb. He 
w ore it w hen he w as being exam ined fo r 
qualification to  prac tice  law by the C om ­
m ittee on C h arac te r and F itness. H e 
w ore it a t his adm ission to  the bar. H e 
had w orn it at all his p rev ious co u rt ap ­
pearances as a law yer fo r the Legal Aid 
Society.

But th is tim e there  w as a difference. 
T here w as a ju ry  in the box. All La 
R o cca’s trial w ork  during the m onths he 
had been  p ractic ing  law had been  before 
judges w ithout ju ries.

N ow  L a  R occa w as defending , in a 
crim inal tria l, a w om an charged w ith an 
a ttack  on her ch ild ’s schoo lteacher. B e­
lieving th a t p riestly  a ttire  might unfairly  
influence the ju ro rs , the p ro secu to r 
asked Judge M organ L ane to  d irect 
L a R occa to  rem ove his vestm en ts.

The priest-law yer argued tha t rem oval 
o f his clerical garb by the cou rt w ould 
deprive his client o f the right to be rep re ­
sented  by counsel o f her cho ice and vio­
late his right to  free  exerc ise  of religion. 
Judge L ane w as m ore im pressed  by the 
p ro secu to r’s w orry  ab o u t influence on 
ju ro rs , how ever, and , “ a fte r  consider­
able co llo q u y ,”  d irected  tha t unless 
L a R occa rem oved  his clerical collar he 
w ould no t be perm itted  to  continue as 
defense counsel. L a R occa  re fu sed , the 
crim inal trial w as halted , and the d e ­
fense  law yer, his v estm en ts in tac t, filed 
for a w rit o f proh ib ition  in the Suprem e 
C ourt fo r K ings C ounty .

The “ anc ien t and ju s t”  w rit o f p ro ­
hibition is a p roceed ing  inherited  from  
the com m on law  o f E ng land , designed 
to  cu rb  the efforts o f in tem pera te  judges 
to  m ake rulings beyond  the ir law ful 
pow ers. It w as originally used by the 
English king to  keep ecclesiastical courts

in their place. It has evolved into a 
useful p rocess o f p ro tec ting  people 
from  unw arran ted  co u rt in te rfe rence  in 
their lives.

L aw yer L a  R occa believed Judge 
L ane had exceeded  his p roper pow ers 
in d irecting the rem oval o f P riest La 
R occa’s collar. L a R occa sta ted  tha t he 
had been “ d esigna ted”  by his b ishop 
to  appear in cou rt in the a ttire  o f a 
Rom an C atholic p riest, and  tha t he co n ­
sidered it inappropria te  fo r the judge to 
d irect o therw ise.

Suprem e C ourt Ju stice  G uy Jam es 
M angano agreed w ith L a  R occa and 
granted  the w rit o f p rohibition  against 
the trial co u rt judge. M angano ob­
served tha t “ no em otional assau lt is here  
m ade upon any p rospective  ju ro r. The 
presence of a clerical collar o r a  skull 
cap in ou r social m ilieu, in ou r political 
and governm ental fu nc tions, is ho un­
usual ph en o m en o n .”  H e ru led  tha t “ we 
canno t no r m ay we build bars on an 
evanescen t presum ption  to  b ias, p resum ­
ably triggered by the sight o f religious 
trap p in g s .”

N ow  it w as the p ro secu tio n ’s tu rn  to 
squirm , and appeal w as taken  to  the 
A ppellate D ivision of the Suprem e 
C ourt. T here , th ree of the fo u r ju stices 
hearing the argum ents believed th a t the 
trial cou rt judge w as right to  begin w ith 
and reversed  Justice  M angano’s deci­
sion to  let the clerical collar com e to 
court. H arking back  to the ce leb ra ted  
la te-n ineteen th-cen tury  U nited  S tates 
Suprem e C ourt decision  outlaw ing M or­
m on polygam y, the court held th a t free  
exercise o f religion m ust bend  before  
“ com pelling”  s ta te  in terests— in this 
case the danger tha t a fa ir trial could 
not be conducted  if a  d e fen d an t’s law yer 
w ore his ord inary  clo thes in court.

“ W hen he appears in c o u r t ,”  the court 
m ajority  m aintained, “ he is no t acting 
as a p riest. This does no t m ean th a t he 
gives up his religious beliefs o r his 
p riestly  duties w hen he ac ts as an a t­
to rney ; it does m ean, how ever, tha t 
w hen he en ters on secu lar pursuits 
he is sub jec t to  reasonable  regula­
tions in the secu lar rea lm .”  H olding tha t 
“ the regulation has a minim al effect on 
the pe titio n e r’s co n d u c t,”  and tha t to 
let L a R occa w ear his religious v es t­
m ents “ w ould single ou t the petitioner 
fo r special fa v o r ,”  the cou rt concluded  
that “ the [trial] c o u rt’s o rder in this 
case w as reasonab ly  adap ted  to  achieve 
the pu rpose of a fa ir tr ia l .”

The fou rth  ju stice , J. Irw in Shapiro,

d issen ted  v igorously , con tend ing  tha t 
the s ta te ’s in terest in a fa ir trial w ould 
be so poorly  served  by the no-clerical- 
collar rule tha t violating the p r ie s t’s 
F irst A m endm ent rights to  accom plish  it 
was unjustifiable. T he m ajo rity  pu t too 
m uch w eight in the s ta te ’s scale and not 
enough in L a R o cca ’s F ree  E xercise  
scale, tipping the balance the w rong 
w ay, accord ing  to  S hapiro . T he d issen ter 
noted  tha t the m ajority  overrode  La 
R o cca’s allegation tha t his w earing  of 
the clerical co llar a t any  public function  
is a con tinual ac t o f w orship  and  a sym ­
bol o f his religious ded ica tion .

O n appeal to  N ew  Y o rk ’s highest 
co u rt, th e  C ourt o f A ppeals, the ruling 
of the th ree-ju stice  m ajority  w as upheld 
and cleric-a tto rney  L a R o cca ’s collar 
w as not allow ed in the ju ry ’s p resence . 
A t th e  tim e of the w riting o f the C ourt 
of A p p ea ls’ decision , the trial in the 
case , though  no t stayed , had no t taken  
place.

Seven C ourt o f A ppeals judges d e ­
cided the issue. Six jo ined  in an opinion 
by C hief Judge C harles D . B reitel and 
one , D om enick L . G abrielli, vo ted  to  
reverse , “ on  the w ell-reasoned  d issen t­
ing opin ion by  M r. Ju stice  J. Irw in 
Shapiro a t the A ppellate D iv is ion .”

Judge B reitel added  little new  to  w hat 
had been  argued and decided  befo re , ex ­
cep t to  give em phasis to  the “ d an g er” 
tha t ju ro rs m ight be tem pted  to  th ink  
m ore highly o f a law yer and his c lien t if 
they  knew  the a tto rn ey  w as a p riest. H e 
upheld the con ten tion  th a t such im plica­
tion by ju ro rs  w as “ unders tandab le , but 
no t co n d o n ab le ,”  and saw  as an unde­
sirable resu lt the possib ility  th a t ju ro rs 
“ m ight ascribe a  g rea te r m easure of 
veracity  and personal com m itm ent to  the 
rightness o f his c lien t’s c a u se .”

T he outcom e is a stra ined  one. It 
d o esn ’t square w ith everyday  ideas of 
fa irness to  perm it the assum ption , as a 
m atter o f law , tha t re sp ec t based  on a 
law yer’s religion is m ore hazardous to 
the in tegrity  o f a trial than  any  o ther kind 
o f respect.

Ju ro rs  canno t be kep t from  observing 
tha t law yers possess m any kinds o f ch a r­
ac te ris tics and orien ta tions. It seem s not 
only unfair but fu tile  to a ttem p t to  blind 
ju ro rs by  requiring an  a tto rney  not to 
appear to  be som ething tha t he really  is.

Elvin L . B enton is an a ttorney handling  
religious liberty affairs fo r  the C olum bia  
U nion C onference o f  Seventh-day A d ­
ventists, Takom a Park, M aryland.
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C hild  and  F am ily  Scare  A ct

T om  D ybdah l's  “ T he Child and Fam ily 
Scare A ct o f 1975”  w as m ost helpful to  
me in m any w ays.

T he flyer opposing the ac t and o ther 
m aterial in tha t vein w as the first con tac t 
I had w ith the Child and Fam ily Services 
A ct o f 1975. I suspected  som e d is to rtion  
on the flyer’s part and felt th a t the con ­
clusions reached , based  on the tex t of the 
ac t p rin ted , in the flyer w ere ov e rreac ­
tions. H ow ever, I could not be sure of 
this personal conclusion until I read  Mr. 
D ybdah l’s fa ir and ob jec tive  a rtic le . This 
w as the first favorab le  literature  tha t I 
had seen on the ac t, and it certa in ly  gave 
me a c lea rer p icture  of the a c t’s im plica­
tions than  those I received  from  the flyer.

I w as especially  im pressed  and in 
agreem ent w ith the concluding paragraph 
o f the artic le , w here M r. D ybdahl calls 
fo r fac tual crusades against legislation, 
not those  based on m yth , as this one 
seem s to  have been. I feel tha t the Equal 
Rights A m endm ent is quite obviously 
being abused  by this sam e type of m en­
tality  and  propaganda. It is a sham e that 
initial reac tions to  these and o th er well- 
m eaning ac ts are o ften  o f the nature o f 
“ a  th rea t o f C om m unism ”  and o ther 
m ystical scapegoats. It is also a sham e 
w hen proponen ts o f such legislation and 
ideas keep quiet until the  dam age is al­
ready done by this right-w ing rhetoric . I 
m ust adm it guilt to  th is m any tim es in 
m any situations.

This article is typical o f the high cali­
ber o f w ork I have com e to expect from  
your fine m agazine. Y ours is a sensible 
and thought-provoking voice that all o f us 
need to  hear. K eep  up the good w ork! 
G E R A L D  R. H A L L M A N  
A ssociate M inister
T abernacle  A ssociate  R eform ed P res­

by terian  C hurch 
C harlo tte , N orth  C arolina

M ost o f the tim e you are  on the right 
side (the one I believe) in your opinions. 
Y ou m issed the w hole basic idea in “ The 
Child and Fam ily S care A ct o f 1975.”

T hat anonym ous flyer w as bad. Any 
anonym ous tirade is bad . But it did at 
least delay  an evil act. . . .

In that bill, parent w as defined as any ­
one in charge o f the child. A nd, yes, 
there  is the “ no co n tro l”  illusion. R e­
m em ber the funds fo r education?  W ho is 
now in con tro l o f the schools? Even 
private schools w ho accep t no  Federal 
funds m ust tow  the line on even the m ost 
stupid o f the H E W  regulations if even

one studen t is receiv ing Federal aid. A sk 
H ukdale College and Brigham  Y oung 
U niversity .

W hen Federal funds are  involved there 
should  be Federal contro l o f the funds.

But the Federal governm ent has no 
business in e ither schools, churches, o r 
fam ily life. T hese are fields not expressly  
given to  it by the C onstitu tion . And 
w here can one find a b e tte r w ay to control 
the people than  through the schools, the 
chu rches, and the fam ily?

W e should not w ait to  cry  “ w o lf”  until 
we hear him panting and see the slobber 
d ripping from  the fangs so clearly  show ­
ing under his sh e e p ’s clothing.
A L A W Y E R ’S W IF E  
C hehalis, W ashington

L ib e r t y  cam e to my atten tion  via the 
w aiting room  o f S enato r Lowell W eicker, 
one o f the sponsors o f the proposed  
“ Federal Y outh  C am p S afety  A c t”  (S. 
422). The bill’s main sponsors are Sena­
tors Ribicoff and M ondale.

T he article by Tom  D ybdahl bears a 
startling  sim ilarity  to  the m anner in 
w hich the Y outh C am p S afety  A ct will 
die in this session  due to the tac tics o f a 
small but pow erful T exas-based  cam p 
opera to r lobby (C .A .M .P ., B urnet, 
T exas). T hey repeated ly  declined to  give 
open testim ony before  C ongressm an 
D om inick V. D aniels o f N ew  Jersey  on 
H R  46 and repeated  their reluctance to 
tes tify  openly before S ena to r M ondale’s 
com m ittee . Instead , via vicious and m is­
leading m assive m ailings aim ed at 
church-sponsored  cam ps, they  have suc­
ceeded  in getting som e church  elem ents 
to  oppose the bill— to do the ir dirty  w ork 
fo r them . To a  degree this has backfired, 
w ith im portant church  leaders resenting  
and p ro testing  the use of churches to do 
a cam p o pera to r lobby ’s bidding while the 
lobby rem ained quietly  behind. H ow ­
ever, the small e lem ents they  picked up 
w ere sufficient to erode the 51-0 support 
fo r the bill in the U .S . S enate  to the now 
doubtful position o f w hether it will even 
em erge in the Senate  (the H ouse passed 
the bill)!

The entire tac tic  is w rong, im m oral, 
and the victim s are our ow n youngsters. 
M ITC H  K U R M A N  
W estport, C onnecticu t

Y oung M an W ho W anted to K now  
A bout L iberty

Y our first prize w inner in the 1976 Mr. 
F reedom  C on test (July-A ugust) w as a

very  moving sto ry . U n fo rtuna te ly , the 
story is a little d isappointing  to  those 
w ho, in this B icentennial year, are look­
ing fo r the m eaning of freedom  now , 
here on earth .

H is p rem ise, if that is w hat it is— tha t 
regardless o f w hat m an can do to you, 
your freedom  lies w ithin yourself— is 
true , in that the know ledge o f G od and 
His Son Jesus C h ris t’s salvation  will free 
us fo r e tern ity . But tha t is in the h e re ­
a fte r. W hat abou t now — in the confusing  
world of today?

Saying that we can be free in ou r hearts 
and in e tern ity  is a copou t; an  excuse  to 
explain the apathy  of the people w ho re ­
fuse to fight fo r their freedom  here and 
now . If we do not have our freedom  here 
on earth , we will even tually  d estroy  o u r­
selves. Patrick  H enry  understood  tha t 
w hen he said, “ G ive me liberty  o r give 
me d e a th .”
MRS. R U STY  L E B U D A  
G ranada H ills, C alifornia

T he W all
M ichael E ttn e r’s article on “ The 

W all”  (July-A ugust) serves as an ex ­
cellent starting  point fo r seeking a fu ller 
and m ore realistic separa tion  of church  
and sta te .

H isto rically , as Mr. E ttn e r so well 
sta ted , education  w as a p rim ary  function  
of churches. Indeed , m ost Colonial 
schools w ere form ed so c itizens could 
read the Bible. M ost o f the P ro testan t 
churches had fairly  large parochial 
school system s up to the 1850’s. All o f 
the Ivy League colleges started  as church  
institu tions.

C hurch periodicals o f early  A m erica, 
largely ignored by h is to rians, show  that 
the proposal fo r sta te-run  schooling w as 
looked upon w ith ho rro r by m any. P ro t­
estan t spokesm en view ed the m ove as 
governm ent m eddling w ith church  a f­
fairs.

To overcom e this fo rm idable  ob jection  
required  fo rm ation  of a ra ther ab strac t 
theory , nam ely , tha t it is possib le to  ed u ­
cate  along purely  secu lar and tem poral 
lines, apart from  religious or o th er u lti­
m ate values. S ta te-run  schools w ould o f­
fer neu tral, “ o b jec tiv e”  teach ing , leav­
ing “ su b jec tiv e”  religious teach ing  to 
home and church .

O pponents o f sta te-run  schools said 
religiously neutral education  w as im­
possible. A ny education , to be o f value, 
m ust teach  values. N eutral o r secular 
education  w ould at best offer quantity  
ra ther than quality  o f learning. A void
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w ould be crea ted  by taking the heart out 
o f education .

T he neu tralization  and  de-sp iritualiza­
tion of education  w as slow  in developing 
and m asked by the fac t th a t A m erica up 
to  the 1890’s w as 75 per cen t small tow ns 
of 2,500 and less. M any of those small 
tow n schools, and a  lot o f city  schools 
too , w ere in fac t denom inational, sim ply 
reflecting the values o f the m ajority  o f 
the com m unity . Religious pluralism  w as 
p racticed  de fa c to  in the schools until 
“ stric t n eu tra lity ”  began to be enforced  
in the 1960's (Schem pp  decision).

“ The s ta te  has had to  neutralize any 
reference  to spiritual insights and com ­
m itm ents in education . But these ultim ate 
values are the only kinds o f values peo­
ple really  care  ab o u t; the only kind that 
can  m ake us en thusiastic  and glad— 
w hich is to  say free . E very  single aspect 
o f education , if it is to  have any kind of 
liberating effect upon the hum an soul, 
m ust live from , tend  to w ard , and serve 
ju s t such u ltim ates. Y e t fo r sta te -sup ­
ported , sta te-con tro lled  education  just 
these values are  fo rb id d e n .”  This pas­
sage is from  “ F reedom  fo r E d u ca tio n ,"  
by Dr. John F. G ardner. T his and o ther 
sim ilar w ritings are  ob ta inab le  from  this 
council.

O pening up the w ellspring of w hat 
alone m akes education , and life, w orth  
w hile cannot be u n d ertaken  until a wall 
of separation  has been  raised  betw een 
school and  s ta te  sim ilar to  the one the 
F irst A m endm ent ra ised  long ago be­
tw een  church  and  sta te . As D r. G ard ­
ner poin ts o u t, “ T he sam e freedom  that 
is the lifeblood o f v ita l, self-evolving 
religion is also the lifeblood of good edu ­
cation  of all k inds a t all levels fo r all 
people under all c ircu m stan ces .”

This council p roposes th is idea so that 
understand ing  will grow  until w ays are 
found , naturally  and harm oniously , to  
bring freedom  to education , freedom  
from  governm ent con tro l— the sam e 
freedom  en joyed  by a rt, science, and 
religion.
R O B E R T  S. M A R LO W E
C ouncil fo r E ducational F reedom  in

A m erica, Inc.
2105 W intergreen A v e ., SE . 
W ashington, D .C . 20028

H ung H siu -ch 'iian

I read  you r artic le  ab o u t the Taiping re ­
bellion (M ay-June). V ery in teresting . 
But I ’d not call H ung brilliant ju s t b e ­
cause he had a good m em ory. H e lacked

com m on sense; w as a fanatic  in fac t. 
MRS. M. B EN D ER  
Pow ay, C alifornia

M ove O ver, E volu tion

T hank you fo r R ichard U tt’s fine a rti­
cle (July-A ugust). I am  also w riting to 
request perm ission to pho tocopy  the 
above article to  give to  local school board  
m em bers.
W IL L IA M  R U D D  
Pastor
Perry B aptist C hurch 
P erry , M ichigan

A bortion  A m endm ent

Mr. H arrison  W . Jo h n ’s position  
a g a in s t  a H u m a n  L ife  A m e n d m e n t 
(M arch-A pril, 1976) is in significant e rro r 
w ith regard  to  w hen life begins. It is not a 
scientific theory  but is a biological ce rti­
tude that a hum an being is fo rm ed a t co n ­
ception . The abortion  debate  is really 
not about w hen life begins nor abou t via­
bility but about w hen hum an life has 
value. T his value as ascerta ined  by the 
Suprem e C ourt is w an tedness or un ­
w an tedness as solely determ ined  by the 
m other.
JO H N  N. H A C K E T T , M .D.
La G range, Illinois

In his article against a constitu tional 
am endm ent to  overtu rn  the Suprem e 
C ourt abortion  decision , Mr. John  bases 
his argum ent on a sta tem ent m ade by 
som e unknow n scien tist tha t no one 
really know s w hen life begins.

Mr. Jo h n ’s argum ent d is in tegrates into 
nothingness in the light o f the follow ing 
quote from  the S eptem ber, 1970, issue of 
California M edicine  (official journal of 
the C alifornia M edical A ssociation). It is 
“ scientific f a c t”  tha t “ hum an life begins 
a t concep tion  and  is con tinuous, w hether 
intra- or ex tra-u terine , until d e a th .”

In its special issue “ The D ram a of Life 
B efore B irth ,”  L ife  m agazine s ta te s , 
“ The birth  o f a hum an really  occu rs at 
the m om ent the m o th er’s egg cell is fe r ­
tilized by one of the fa th e r’s sperm  
c e lls ."  T hat is, at concep tion .

T hus, abortion  fo r any reason excep t 
to preserve the m o ther’s life is m urder. 
T here are p robably  som e m others w ho 
would prefer to  sacrifice their ow n life 
for that o f their child or com e befo re  God 
at death  w ith their baby in their arm s.

M r. John  con tinues to  try  to m ake ab o r­
tion a “ C atholics o n ly ”  issue by no t c it­

ing pro-life com m ents o f B ap tist, M eth­
odist, and E piscopalian  clergym en. 
PA U L  M A N G E L S D O R F  
D allas, T exas

E xciting  L IB E R T Y

I co n sid er  L ib e r t y  to  be on e  o f  the 
m ost ex citin g  and en joyab le  p ieces o f  
mail I r ece iv e . M y only  d isappointm ent  
with resp ect to  L ib e r t y  is that it co m es  
only  b im onth ly .

Please keep it up. A nd d o n ’t let my 
subscrip tion  run out.
L A W R E N C E  F. N E L S O N , JR. 
A tto rney
Los A ngeles, C alifornia

I am  not a m em ber of the Seventh- 
day A dven tis t C hu rch , bu t I find th a t I 
am in agreem ent w ith  a t least 90 per 
cen t o f you r ed itorial positions, and  I 
have gained new  insight into and  re ­
spect fo r the true  liberalism  o f your 
church  as opposed  to  the phony  lib­
eralism  o f som e o f the agencies o f our 
governm ent. I consider your m agazine 
a very  positive con tribu tion  to  the 
sound  political g row th  o f ou r republic. 
R. A D R IA N  M A R K S 
A ttorney
F ran k fo rt, Indiana

Please notify us 4 weeks in advance.

Nam e

Address (new , if for change of address)

C ity State Zip

To  subscrib e  to  
L IB E R T Y  c h e c k  
rate  b e lo w  and fill 
in y o u r  n a m e  and  
a d d r e s s  a b o v e .  
P ay m e n t m ust ac ­
c o m p a n y  o r d e r .

M a il to :

L I8ER TY s u bscrip ­
tio n s , 6 8 5 6  East­
e r n  A v e . ,  N W .  
W a s h in g to n , D .C . 
20012 .

□  1 year $3.75

ATTACH LABEL HERE for address change 
or inqu iry . If m oving , list new address 
above. N ote : your subscription expiration 
date (issue , year) is given at upper right 
o f label. Exam ple: 037SL1 would end w ith  
third (M ay-June) issue of 1975.
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R ush ing  to R ushm ore

If th e re ’s anyone ou t there  w ho d o esn ’t 
have B icentennial hoopla running ou t of 
his ea rs , le t’s hear from  him. L ib e r t y  
ed ito rs, a pa trio tic  group , tuned  ou t w ith 
the last F ou rth  o f July firecracker. But 
no t before  saving a few  m em orable a rti­
cles fo r th is year-end  issue.

“ The N ight the P residen ts A w o k e”  
ought to  be in the glove com partm en t of 
everyone rushing fo r R ushm ore. (If 
y o u ’re stopped  on the w ay by South  D a­
kota  officer R ichard  M aag, d o n ’t try  the 
sam e line the ed ito r o f L ib e r t y  used on 
him: “ Y es, i t ’s tru e , sir, th a t I w as going 
63. B ut you see , I 'm  driving one of those 
foreign cars th a t is only tw o th irds the 
length of the average A m erican car. A s­
sum ing you have at least a high school 
know ledge o f physics, y o u ’ll be able to  
understand  th a t I m ust drive at least one 
third fa s te r  than  the longer cars to  cover 
the sam e d istance in the sam e tim e . . . ”  
(L ove that warning  ticket!)

W hen you get to  R ushm ore, d o n ’t ju s t 
look: listen carefu lly , and you too  m ay 
hear w hat a P ark  R anger thought he 
heard . (W e’re going to nom inate the a rti­
cle fo r a F reedom  Foundation  A w ard.)

“ T he People W ho K illed W itch es ,”  a 
post m ortem  of the Salem  w itchcraft 
tria ls, finds som ething w orth  rem em ber­
ing in this sad chap te r o f hysterical A m er­
icana.

T w o artic les, “ T he A m erican D ream ” 
and “ A N ew  O rder o f T h in g s,”  hint at 
the consequences of forgetting .

T h e re ’s m ore. A nd since there  isn ’t 
anything else here , you might as well get 
s tarted  on it.— R. R. H.

LIBERTY
E ver a fte r w ould the haunting  m em ory 
o f their part in the trials plague their 
conscience. See “ The People W ho Killed 
W itch es ,”  page 2.
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One hundred sixty-eight years after the founding of Jamestown (the first successful 
English colony in America) the colonists revolted against the crown. The result was 
the fateful day of April 19, 1775 at Lexington Green (the “shot heard ’round the 
world”), and (above) the victory at Concord’s Old North Bridge. Revolution led 
to independence, with Constitutional guarantees of religious liberty and the separa­
tion of church and state. Photo taken by E d  H opfm ann during the re-enactm ent o f  the N orth  Bridge battle on A pril 19. 1974.



AN URGENT CALL FOR THE FIRST

World Congress on Religious Liberty
AMSTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS, MARCH 21-23, 1977

THE CALL
At th is late hour in history, m any on this p lanet are 

still denied the ir essential hum an right of Religious  
Liberty and freedom  of conscience before God.

It is evident, from  reports by fe llow -believers in 
m any lands, th a t the struggle for Religious Liberty—  
th a t liberty which links a ll others— is not over. It con­
tinues in our day, in all parts of the  globe, and in all 
societies: socialist and cap ita lis t, agricu ltural and in­
dustrial, developed and undeveloped, rich and poor.

Yet th is struggle is often ignored by our increasingly  
secular world-society, which is neither a ttuned to the  
spiritual needs of m ankind, nor aware of the dangers  
of its ignorance.

TH ER EFO R E,
1. To foster awareness of the true condition and 

need for Religious Liberty today;
2. To provide a responsible in ternational forum  for 

discussion of its problems; and
3. To recognize by suitable m eans those living per­

sons who have enlarged or w ell-defended the  
frontiers of this fundam enta l freedom ;

WE, the undersigned, as individuals, do hereby lend 
our voices to the CALL for a World Congress on Religious  
Liberty, to convene in Am sterdam , The Netherlands, 
M arch 21-23, 1977.

Signed by  a distinguished com m ittee

Delegates from  around the world, in­
cluding non-W estern nations, w ill for the  
first tim e  in history assem ble to report 
on the condition of religious liberty today  
and its prospects for tomorrow; to recog­
nize the winners of the first “ Religious 
Liberty Awards,-” to draw awareness and 
prayer to the plight of those denied their  
fundam enta l religious rights.

Observers w elcom e by invitation. Sponsored 
by a broad international com m ittee  of concerned  
Christians, w ith the cooperation of the In ter­
national Religious Liberty Association (founded  
1948, headquarters in Berne, Sw itzerland).

Congress Coordinator: Rev. Gaylord Briley

WORLD CONGRESS TOPICS
Taxation and the B eliever . . . Problems of the  

Missionary in Emerging States . . . Official Religions  
and Established Churches Today . . . Religion and  
M ilitary  Service . . . Islam ic Conditions . . . Eastern  
European Experiences . . . Abortion Laws . . . Birth  
Control . . . Euthanasia . . . M edical P ractice . . . 
Blue Laws . . .  Sunday Law E n fo rce m en t. . .  Religious  
Schools in Secular Societies . . .  Religious Rights of 
the Institutionalized . . .  Labor Unions and B elievers’ 
Rights . . . Continent-by-Continent Religious Liberty  
Alerts . . . Adoption Across Sectarian Lines . . . 
Im pact of Tax Aid on Religion . . . Rights of Non- 
Believers . . .  Growing Power of States . .  . and more.

RELATED TRAVEL PROGRAM
Post-Congress guided tours of Holland, including  

historic Am erican “ Pilgrim  Fathers’ Church” at Delfts- 
haven and other Pilgrim  sites at Leiden; The Anne 
Frank House; The “ Church in the A ttic ;” The 300-year- 
old Portuguese Synagogue; Corrie Ten Boom’s “ H id ing  
Place” and other monum ents to religious freedom .

All travel integrated with Congress purpose and 
program. Delegates may attend Congress only and visit 
Netherlands (one week), or fo llow  special itineraries  
to Huguenot, W aldensian and Reform er regions of 
France, Switzerland and Ita ly  (two week program ). Or 
take direct Holy Land extension from  Am sterdam  (two 
weeks).

M A I L  T H I S  T O D A Y

World Congress on Religious Liberty
The M aryland B uild ing  • 6840 Eastern Ave. NW  • W ashington, D.C. 20012

Please send fu ll inform ation to 
Print
NAM E ______________________________________________________

S treet ______________________________________________________

C it y _________________________________________________________

S tate /Prov. ________________________________  Z i p __________

INTERESTED IN AN INV ITA TIO N  TO ATTEND
□  As a private observer
□  As official observer f o r : ________________________________

please check below
□  Clergy □  Religious worker □  Lay person
□  Missionary □  o th e r________________________________


