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Trenchant Truths

Beware of a religious vocabulary
without a Christian experience.

It has been well said that God is
looking for men, while men are look-
ing for methods.

LeET no one mistake wordiness for
profundity of thought. Often it is a
poor screen for the absence of thought.

WaoM are we pleasing? We must
never be elated by human compli-

ments, nor depressed by human cen-’

sure.

Sravisg devotion to things as they
are is the worst enemy of things as
they ought to be. Let us be open-
minded.

GENUVINE reformations operate from
within outward, not from without in-
ward. They effect outward transfor-
mations because of a prior internal
transformation. The opposite plan is
a reversal of true spiritual law, and
will prove but temporary, partial, and
disappointing.

Way have “ reform ” movements and
alleged “ spokesmen” for God arisen,
bringing confusion and distress into
the church? Perhaps it is because we
who are the custodians of the faith and
well-being of the church have been
remiss in dealing with tendencies that
should not be denied but corrected.
Let us -never deny weaknesses Or
wrongs, but correct them construc-
tively from within. Perhaps these are
scourges to spur us. Let us defend the
honor and integrity of the church.

Is it not as essentlal to tell people
how to believe, as to tell them what to
believe?

As workers we are advancing mis-
sions as much when we are careful in
our expenditures as when we gather
means. A dollar saved is a dollar
available.

SpiriTUAL life must have nourish-
ment as well as exercise if it is to con-
tinue and thrive. Undernourishment
and overwork will lead to anemia, as
truly as overfeeding and lack of exer-
cise leads to fatty degeneration.

THINK not that the preaching of the
law is sufficient for conversion from
sin. Christ sent the Holy Spirit into
the world to convict hearts, as we
preach the binding claims of the law,
man’s failure, and the full provision
of a Saviour. Without His operation,
our toil is futile and fruitless.

WHEN spirituality wanes, institu-
tionalism, mechanical contrivances,
and human expedients are shifted out
of their rightful place as adjuncts to
the primary means of operation. This
truism is incontrovertible and has
been demonstrated over and over
again., Let us keep this lesson ever in
mind, and put the spiritual first.

SomME men need to be spurred, and
some restrained. The easy-going,
stolid, lethargic worker who always
safeguards himself, needs a spur, a
whip, a prod to faithful service. On
the other hand, the nervous, high-
geared, overambitious laborer, whose
tendency is to overdo, needs caution,
counsel, and restraint, lest the cause
be prematurely deprived of the service
of a valuable worker. These distinec-

(Concluded on page 5)
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‘Chitorial

Reynotes

Meeting the Divine Standard

T is essential to keep constantly and

prayerfully in mind God’s standard
and requirements for His people, in
order that our lives may stand the
great test for eternity.

The book of Romans is chiefly occu-
pied with the presentation of God’s
provision for complete victory over
sin. We cannot mistake the apostle
Paul’s purpose in his introduction of
the sixth chapter, when he asks, “ Shall
we continue in sin? ” and no other sub-
jeet is introduced until we reach chap-
ter nine. The entire discussion of
chapters six, seven, and eight centers
around the answer to this question.
Perhaps it would be more accurate to
state that the direct answer to the
guestion is found in the two words of
verse 2 of the sixth chapter, “ God for-
bid;” and that the remainder of the
three chapters is devoted to a clear pre-
sentation of the provision which God
has made for the complete deliverance
of His children from both the condem-
nation and the dominion of sin. The
very first statement following the di-
rect answer, shows how inconsistent
it is to think that a child born into the
family of God, is supposed to keep
right on sinning, the same as before he
became a member of the heavenly
family, “ How shall we, that are dead
to sim, live any longer therein? ”

“The law reveals to man his sins,
but it provides no remedy. While it
promises life to the obedient, it de-
clares that death is the portion of the
transgressor. The gospel of Christ
alone can free him from the condemna-
tion or the defilement of sin. He must
exercise repentance toward God, whose
law has been transgressed; and faith
in Christ, his atoning sacrifice. Thus
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he obtains ‘remission of sins that are
past,” and becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. He is a child of God,
having received the spirit of adoption,
whereby he cries, ‘ Abba, Father.’

“Is he now free to transgress God’s
law? Says Paul: ‘Do we then make
void the law through faith? God for-
bid: yea, we establish the law. ‘How
shall we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?’ And John declares,
‘ This is the love of God, that we keep
His commandments: and His com-
mandments are not grievous.” In the
new birth, the heart is brought into
harmony with God, as it is brought
into accord with His law. When this
mighty change has taken place in the
sinner, he has passed from death unto

* life, from sin unto holiness, from trans-

gression and rebellion to obedience and
loyalty. The old life of alienation
from God has ended; the new life
of reconciliation, of faith and love, has
begun. Then ‘the righteousness of the
law’ will “be fulfilled in us, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.’
And the language of the soul will be,
‘0 how love I Thy law! it is my medi-
tation all the day.’ ”—“ The Great Con-
troversy,” pp. 467, 468.

We should not overlook the distine-
tion between committing sin and con-
tinuing in sin. There is no person in
the world who can rightfully say that
never will he sin again, for there is no
individual who knows what he may
do in the future, and no one can keep
from sinning except as he, by the grace
of God, surrenders his will and appro-
priates the keeping power of God by
faith moment by moment. But every
Christian can, and should, say in all
sincerity that he, by the grace of God,
does not intend or expect to sin again.
It is our attitude of choice and faith
which enables God to carry out in our
lives His purpose of complete victory
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over sin. Even then there may be
many failures, until our faith fully ap-
propriates the experience of perfection
which is for us.

“There are those who have known
the pardoning love of Christ, and who
really desire to be children of God, yet
they realize that their character is im-
perfect, their life faulty, and they are
ready to doubt whether their hearts
have been renewed by the Holy Spirit.
To such I would say, Do not draw back
in despair. We shall often have to
bow down and weep at the feet of
Jesus because of our shortcomings and
mistakes; but we are not to be dis-
couraged. Even if we are overcome by
the enemy, we are not cast off, nor
forsaken and rejected of God. No;
Christ is at the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us.
Said the beloved Jchn, ‘ These things
write I unto you, that ye sin not, And
if any man sin, we have an Advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the right-
eous.” And do not forget the words of
Christ, ‘The Father Himself loveth
you.” He desires to restore you to Him-
self, to see His own purity and holi-
ness reflected in you. And if you will
but yield yourself to Him, He that
hath begun a good work in you will
carry it forward to the day of Jesus

Christ. Pray more fervently; believe
more fully. As we come to distrust
our own power, let us trust the power
of our Redeemer, and we shall praise
Him who is the health of our counte-
nance.”—*“ Steps to Christ” (pocket
edition), p. 64.

God gives us these comforting and
reassuring words to encourage us at’
times when we are overcome and hu-
miliated by our failures; but by no
means are they to be made an excuse
for continuing in sin. We must ever
keep in mind God’s ideal for His chil-
dren,—“dead to sin,” serving no
“longer therein; ” and we must ear-
nestly pray and co-operate with Him
as He makes the ideal a reality to us.

We may well meditate earnestly on
the following statement:

“While we cannot claim perfection
of the flesh, we may have Christian
perfection of the soul. Through the
sacrifice made in our behalf, sins may
be perfectly forgiven. Our dependence
is not in what man can do; it is in
what God can do for man through
Christ. When we surrender ourselves
wholly to God, and fully believe, the
blood of Christ cleanses from all sin.
The conscience can be freed from con-

A CONFIDENTIAL WORD TO MINISTERS ONLY

TrE Bible workers of this movement the world around, began on January
1, at 12 noon, a daily, uuited prayer season —a brief pause wherever they
may be—for concerted intercession over personal needs and for divine
blessing upon the sisterhood of Bible workers. This action has gripped me.
It is an advance move that we ministers may well ponder. It becomes to me
an awakening and needed call to prayer. Many of us seem almost too busy
to pray. We are so busy working for God that talking with Him has been
crowded into a desperately small compass. Honestly, aren’t most of us
engaged largely in what, in the apostolic church, was the work of deacons
—the serving “of tables” ? In this “back to the apostolic practice” move-
ment, is there not a challenge to the ministry lest we fail to “ give ourselves ”
“to prayer and the ministry of the word” ? Pentecostal results will come
only by a return to Pentecostal conditions and practices. The hour has come
for a recovery of the almost lost art and passion for prayer. Prayer moves
things. It brings about the operation of the Holy Spirit, which in turn is the
one instrument that transforms lives and will finish our allotted task. This
is a call to prayer, prevailing prayer with God in 1929, Brethren, what do
you say? . L. E. F.
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demnation. Through faith in His
blood, all may be made perfect in
Christ Jesus. Thank God that we are
not dealing with impossibilities. We
may claim sanctification. We may en-
joy the favor of God. We are not to
be anxious about what Christ and God
think of us, but about what God thinks
of Christ our substitute. Ye are ac-
cepted in the Beloved. The Lord shows
to the repenting, believing one that
Christ accepts the surrender of the
soul to be molded and fashioned after
His own likeness.,”— Mrs. E. G. White,
in the General Conference Bulletin,
April 17, 1891.
MgeApE MACGUIRE.
Far Eastern Division.

Trenchant Truths
(Concluded from page 2)

tions ought to be recognized and fol-
lowed by every executive and com-
mittee.

WaILE “ 8inless perfection ” is a pat-
ent heresy, contentment with sinful
imperfection is a greater heresy.

Every inconsistent, disobedient, un-
Christlike, prayerless, formal worker
is a hindrance to God, a peril to this
movement, and a menace to the wel-
fare of the remnant church.

Igony must never be confused with
wisdom, nor sarcasm with legitimate
reasoning. The little soul or the witty
cynic always has recourse to this
snickering mockery that disgusts
thinking people. Surely it is un-
worthy the use of any herald of right-
eousness and truth.

ELOQUENCE isn’t a mere matter of
words; rather, it is a question of
thought. It grows out of three factors,
—a great theme, a great soul, and a
_great occasion. When these three
coalesce in one, facility in expression
issues in true eloquence; and in Chris-
tian eloguence the Holy Spirit becomes
the fourth and overtowering factor.
L. E. F.
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‘Waluaﬁle Auotations

From Reliable Sources

Bibleless Preachers

Ir the first thing to be sought is
that we may be charged up to the point
of saturation with the influences of the
Spirit of God, the second thing is that
we should understand how to saturate
the outward mind with a knowledge of
the Scripture. For a Bibleless preacher
to venture upon a Christian platform
is as bad as for a prayerless professor
to frequent the bedside of the gick
and dying. The devil laughs at such
a one, and very often the people laugh
at him too. He may make the most
brilliant "epigrams, tell the most en-
gaging stories, repeat the titbits from
the most trustworthy newspapers (if
there are any trustworthy newspa-
pers); but after a time the sparkle is
out of the epigrams, the stories have
become stale, and the newspapers are
back numbers. On the other hang, a
Biblical preacher gives his message in
language that is better-than his own,
and his subject matter does not wear
out or grow old; he is occupied with
an everlasting gospel, and the Spirit

. of the Lord honors his preaching by

attaching to it permanent results in
the conversion and sanctification of
individual men and women. The Bible
preacher does not go out of date, be-
cause the Bible itself has not gone out
of date: on the contrary, he is more
in demand than ever, and the cry of
the churches that are eager for spirit-
ual life must be very much like the
message that was sént after my late
friend Edward Millard, who some
years since visited the mission
churches in Armenia; “ Send us,” they
said, “ some more Bible preachers.” A
persecuted and suffering seed of the
kingdom knows what is best suited
to its conditions.— Dr. J. Rendel
Harris.
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¥ ﬁrmarh and Epoard

Inspiration, Counsel, and Caution

Thy Will Be Done

Dear Lord, my will from Thine doth run
Too oft a different way.

I cannot say, “ Thy will be done,”
In every darkened day.

My heart grows chill to see Thy will
Turn all life’'s gold to gray.

My will is set to gather flowers,
Thine blights them in my hand.
Mine reaches for life’s sunny hours,

Thine leads through shadow land;
And all my days go on in ways
I cannot understand.

Yet more and more this truth doth dawn
Through failure and through loss;
The beart that beats transverse to Thine
Doth hereby make its cross. .
Thine upright will cuts straight and still
Through pride, and dream, and dross.

But if in parallel to Thine
My will doth gladly run,

All things in heaven and earth are mine,
My will is crossed by none;

Thou art in me, and I in Thee,
Thy will and mine are one.

— Author Unknown.

Between the Dead and the Living
BY J. K. JONES

THE rebellion which was started by
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram in the
camp of Israel while in the wilderness,
grew to such proportions, even after
the instigators and their sympathizers
had been swallowed up by the gaping
earth, that the Lord sent a plague
upon the people. It was at this time,
when the plague was raging, and it
seemed that all Israel would be con-
sumed in a very short time, that Moses
interceded with the Lord in behalf of
the people. The Lord instructed Moses
to tell Aaron, the high priest, to “ take
a censer, and put fire therein from off
the altar, and put on incense, and go
quickly unto the congregation, and
make an atonement for them.” Aaron
did as he was bidden, and we read con-
cerning him that “he stood between
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the dead and the living; and the plague
was stayed.”

There are but few incidents related
in the Holy Bible which make as seri-
ous impression upon my mind as this.
To consider that the priest, or the min-
ister of God, is called to stand in the
place where the issues of life or death
are at stake,—to bring to the dying
the reality of eternal living, to stay
the plague of sin in the individual life,
—is indeed a solemn thought. To
fail at such a time, through word or
conduct, means death to the soul of
the minister and those who need his
ministry.

The man who is ordained to the min-
istry is under solemn covenant to God
to speak and act for Him; and he is
also under solemn covenant to the peo-
ple in whose behalf he is called to
minister, ever to maintain serious,
righteous, clean, honest, and zealous
deportment. It is not an uncommeon
experience, however, to witness the
demonstration of traits of character
which are entirely out of place in the
ministry of this cause. To be specific,
I will mention three of the most com-
mon characteristics which are so weak-
ening and so disappointing in the min-
istry:

First, the lack of seriousness. While
the Christian has a right to be cheer-
ful and happy at all times, and should
ever have a smile upon his face, it
becomes painful to listen to the Chris-
tian, and especially the minister, who
has been called to stand between God
and the people, indulging in conversa-
tion of no higher order than joking,
jesting, and foolishness. Yet we find
this painful situation existing on all
sides. Such ministers may rest satis-
fied with a superficial, flattering pop-
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ularity, but they are not meeting the
purpose of their calling. It is not for
ministers such as these that the call is
sent by the dying soul for the spiritual
help which is needed.

Second, the lowering of standards.
In the days of Israel there were men
who had “understanding of the times,
to know what Israel ought to do.” It
is men of such understanding that are
needed to-day. The minister should
have a high standard for himself, and
should hold the people up to a high
standard. This applies not alone to
doctrine, but to the conduct of every-
day life. There should be no letting
down of the bars for admittance to
the church, either by baptism or on
profesgion of faith. For the minister
to permit a person to join the church
when he knows the individual is not
fully instructed, is to prove untrue to
his calling, and to all appearances, to
be aiming for an enviable record
among his fellow men rather than the
record which will stand the test of the
books in heaven.’

Third, the loxness in business meth-
ods. Absolute integrity is required of
the minister in all his dealings with
his fellow men as well as with God.
For any minister to incur heavy in-
debtedness and fail to meet his obliga-
tions promptly, results in detrimental
influence to the cause of God. A min-
igter, above all other men, should pay
hig bills, and make it a rule to operate
on a cash basis. It is indeed very un-
fortunate for a worker to be compelled
to borrow money from members of his
congregation. Hvery minister should
plan to live within his income, and
seek in every way to avoid giving the
impression that he is financially em-
barrassed because of an insufficient
wage.

The people have a right to expect
that the minister be serious in life and
deportment, that all details of his life
be in harmony with the belief in the
soon coming of our Lord, that he pos-
sess a deep and abiding burden for
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sinners, that the life be clean and
above reproach, and that he lead in
sacrificial giving and service. The
plague of sin is raging on all sides.
Having been called and chosen for the

‘sacred task of standing between the

dead and the living, as God’s messen-
ger of hope, let us with all seriousness
and solemnity be faithful to our trust,
holding aloft the censer of sacred fire
from off the altar, sprinkled with the
incense of prayer, that the plague of
sin may be stayed. -

Union Springs, N. Y.

The Young Minister — No. 2
BY W. H. BRANSON

PavuL admonished the young minis-
ter to be an example not only in speech,
but also In conduct. The minister’s
conduct, like an open book, will be ob-
served, studied, and imitated by fellow
Christians. It may be possible that
what the minister does will speak
more loudly than what he says; there-
fore the greatest significance is at-
tached to the minister’s conduct under
all circumstances,—in the pulpit, in
the home, on the street, in the social
gathering or the general assembly.

“ The true minister will do nothing
that would belittle his sicred office.
He will be circumspect in deportment,
and wise in his course of action. He
will work as Christ worked; he will
do as Christ did. He will use all his
powers in carrying the tidings of sal-
vation to those who know it not. A
deep hunger for the righteousness of
Christ will fill his heart. Feeling his
need. he will seek earnestly for the
power that must come to him before
he can present in simplicity, truthful-
ness, and humility the truth as it is in
Jesus.”—** Gospel Workers,” p. 17.

Another qualification in whiech the
young minister is to be an example is
love. Love ig the motor power of the
gospel; it gives tone to a man’s speech,
it gives grace to his conduct. It was
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love which brought Christ down from
His throne to be born in a manger, to
live the life of a servant, to die on
Calvary’s cross; and it is love which
leads men and women to-day to give up
home and friends and wealth to min-
ister for God in behalf of lost human-
ity. Love must be the motor power in
the life of every minister, prompting
every act and affording a mantle to
cover the weakness, the failures, and
the disappointments of human nature.
It is his mission to bring lost men and
women to the Father’s * banqueting
house ” under the banner of love.
The young minister is to be an exam-
ple in faith. I am glad that was speci-
fled. If a man would be a successful
minister, he must study how to keep
from becoming a pessimist, and de-
velop into a confirmed optimist. It
matters not what happens, nor how
discouraging things may appear, he
must have faith and the courage which
is born of faith. Though his congre-
gation or coworkers may become dis-
couraged, he must be able to look up
and lay hold of the power of Omnipo-
tence, which will enable him to revive
lagging courage and restore faith in
the hearts of those who have lost faith
from their lives. The devil is seeking
to destroy faith, and he has largely
succeeded. Faith in Jesus as the Son
of God, faith in His power as revealed
in the creation of the world, faith in
His atoning sacrifice on Calvary’s cross
to pay the price of the sins of lost
men, is dying out of the world.

Popular ministers who once pro-
claimed the gospel of Jesus Christ are
to-day telling us that they have given
up faith in the old Book, and have
substituted the theory of evolution.
Modern philosophy has come in with
its blasting influence to such an extent
that there is very little faith in exist-
ence, and we can befter comprehend
the meaning of the Saviour’s inquiry,
“When the Son of man cometh, shall
He find faith on the earth?” 'There-
fore, as brethren in the ministry, let
us seek to become stalwarts in faith;
and may our example in this respect
be imitated to a far-reaching degree by
our fellow Christians. -

The apostle Paul ends the list of
exemplary qualifications for the young
minister by an exhortation to purity.
God can use only clean vessels. Light
is most effectively reflected by the
clear crystal lens; if the lantern is
covered with dust and cobwebs, the
light will be dimmed. The cleansing
which must take place in the life of
the messenger for God is described in
the record of Isaiah’s experience.
When he was called to deliver God’s
message to the people, he was given a
vision of the King, the Lord of hosts,
which so overpowered him that he
cried out, “ Woe is me! for I am un-
done; because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a peo-
ple of unclean lips.” It was this ac-
knowledgment of uncleanness, and the
need of purity, which brought te him
the cleansing at the hand of an angel.

RENEWALS FOR “THE MINISTRY ”

TaE first year’s life of this journal is now history, and from hundreds
of friends the verdict is that it is successful history. Most subscriptions ran
out with the year. Notice of renewal has been sent to all subscribers through
the conference or tract society in which the reader resides. Nearly all con-
ferences and instifutions are supplying THE MinNisTRY gratis to all Association
members in their direct employ, feeling that this is the least possible recog-
nition and encouragement of faithful service. In case of variation, be sure
to send in your personal subscription. Renew immediately, so there will be
no break.
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This work of cleansing must be done
for every minister of God. Without
it his hands will be palsied and weak;
but when cleansed and anointed for
service by the fire of God from off the
altar, the ministry becomes the chan-
nel for the operation of the Holy Spirit
and the mightiest power for good that
is known among men.

Claremont, South Africa.

Gospel Finance
BY S. A. RUSKJER

TEERE are ministers who seem to
regard the subject of gospel finance
as a dry, uninteresting, and embarrass-
ing topic. Such an attitude indicates
failure to grasp the underlying prin-
ciple of gospel finance, which is love —
that heavenly attribute which so fully
expresses the character of God when
it is written, “ God is love.” It was
love which led the Father to give His
only begotten Son for the rescue of a
sinful race, and it was love which led
the Son to pay the sinner’s penalty of
death, and to say, “ Lo, I come: in the
volume of the book it is written of Me,
I delight to do Thy will, O My God.”

It is therefore inconceivable that
any true member of the heavenly fam-

“ily, who by adoption has become heir
to all the riches in Christ Jesus, should
fajl to possess and to manifest that
principle of love which results in freely
giving all he has when the Master hath
need of it. It is the “ cheerful giver”
whom the Lord loveth; it is the “1lib-
eral soul ” that is made fat. There is
no shorter route to a dry and barren
spiritual experience than through a
program of miserly dealing with God;
and there is no broader highway to a
true revival of deeply spiritual life
than by the carefully cultivated fields
of love for God. Why should Seventh-
day Adventist ministers and workers
hesitate to urge upon the attention
of our people the importance of faith-
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fulness in gospel finance, ever main-
taining the basis that all acceptable
giving is the outgrowth of love? Min-
isters who hesitate to ask God’s chil-
dren for their gifts to support the
cause of God in the homeland and
in fields afar, certainly have a dim
conception of ‘the scope of their high
calling.

As we study the life and teachings
of Christ when He was here on earth,
we find that Jesus made larger refer-
ence to money than He did to any other
one commodity entering into the af-
fairs of life. In all His teaching He-
recognized that the natural tendencies
of the human heart are selfish and
mercenary,— the exact opposite of the
principles of love and sacrifice which
govern the heavenly family,—and He
ever entreated all to “lay up for your-
selves treasures in heaven” through
the investment of means in the ad-
vancement of His spiritual kingdom
on earth.

One of the best ways of deepening
love for God is to invest in the gospel
program. Where the treasure is, there
the heart will be also; and when men
are led to deal liberally with God in
tithes and. offerings, they will be
greatly blessed. More than once have
ministers expressed themselves in the
following words: “ Let those who are
successful in raising money take care
of the financial burdens, and the rest
of us will give our time to preaching.”

From such a viewpoint, the vision is

most obscure. What kind of preaching
ig it which does not touch the pocket-
book as akin to the heart, and call
forth a response in love and cheerful-
ness? )

Are we as ministers faithfully mak-
ing known to our dear people the privi-
lege and the duty which is theirs to
separate themselves from earthly
treasure, and the consequences in fail-
ure to do so? The fires of the last
day ‘will burn up all farms, houses,

(Concluded on page 30)
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The dsgociation Forum

A Round Table on Efficient Methods

The Minister in Legal Affairs

BY E. L. MAXWELL

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ministers
are under definite instruction concern-
ing the responsibility resting wupon
them to “introduce the subject of
property to the aged or to invalids in
order to learn what disposition they
design to make of it ” (““ Testimonies,”
Vol. IV, p. 479}, with a view to secur-
ing to the cause of God the means
which should rightfully flow through
this channel. The positive statement
is made that “this duty is just as
sacred as the duty to preach the word
to save souls.”—Ibid. Concerning the
making of wills, the specific instruc-
tion is that “ wills should be made in
a manrer to stand the test of law.”—
Id., p. 482. “Those who make their
wills should not spare pains or expense
to obtain legal advice, and to have
them drawn up in a manner to stand
the test.”—1Id., Vol. III, p. 117. 'The
principle applied to wills holds good
with regard to other forms of legacies.

‘When called upon to give advice to
the person who desires to transfer
funds in the form of deeds, annuity
contracts, wills, et cetera, the minister
should be well informed as to just how
far we may safely go in the matter of
counsel. To be accused of exerting
undue influence over the individual,
creates serious complications, and if
it is proved to be fact, may nullify the
entire transaction.

The following authoritative citations
may serve to safeguard the minister
when dealing with legal matters which
come under his jurisdiction:

“The will of a deceased person is not

to be admitted to probate where it is
established that the writing was not
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the voluntary act of the decedent, but
was procured to be executed by the
intervention of another against the de-
cedent’s will, wish, or volition.”— 26
Cal. Jur. 641.

“To be sufficient to avoid a will, the
influence exerted must be of a kind
that so overpowers and subjugates the
mind of the testator as to destroy his
free agency, and make him express the
will of another, rather than his own.”
— 40 Cyc. 1144,

Not every influence which may be
exerted is “undue ” within the mean-
ing of the law. Mere advice or sug-
gestions addressed to the sound judg-
ment of the testator, unless so strongly
urged as to overcome his will, are not
“undue.” (Yorty vs. Webster, 205 Ill.
636.) The same is true of persuasion,
solicitation, and even importunity.
(Disbrow’s Estate, 58 Mich. 96.)

Kindness and sympathy, being the
natural results of a humane and Chris-
tian disposition, and in themselves
praiseworthy, do not constitute * un-
due influence.” (Turner’s Appeal, 72
Conn. 305.) But on the other hand,
fraud, and the creation of false im-
pressions and resentment toward the
natural objects of the testator’s bounty,
do constitute ‘“undue influence.”
(Friedersdorf vs. Lacy, 173 Ind. 429.)

Whether or not “undue influence’™
has been exercised in a given case will
depend on several factors. “The in-
fluence over a testator of one who
ig his . . spiritual adviser . . . is
not necessarily undue influence’”—
40 -Cye. 1148. But if this spiritual ad-
viser profits, either directly or indi-
rectly, by the will, the court will scruti-
nize his actions and influence very
carefully. (Morris vs. Stokes, 21 Ga.
5b62.)
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The relative ages, and the strength
of mind of both adviser and testator,
are determining factors in answering
the guestion whether the influence has
been “undue” or not. In the very
nature of things, an aged person, or a
person weakened by sickness, would
be more likely to be unduly influenced
than a person in the full strength and
exercise of his or her faculties. So
that such counsel and advice as would
not amount to “undue influence” in
one case, might well be sufficient to
avoid the will in another. (Hstate of
Evarts, 163 Cal. 449.)

The rules regarding ‘“undue influ-
ence” in procuring deeds to real prop-
erty and in the making of contracts,
are very similar to those referring to
wills. In cases of abuse of confidential
relations between a person and his or
her spiritual adviser, deeds and con-
tracts will be set aside by equity courts
on proper showing. (See 18 C. J. 239,
note 17, and cases there cited.)

The duties of Seventh-day Adventist
ministers in such matters are plain:

1: Every homnest effort should be
made to secure compliance with the
instruction of the spirit of prophecy in
the matter of gifts and legacies.

2. In every case the minister should
avoid any gift, legacy, or remunera-
tion to himself, either directly or in-
directly.

3. No means should be employed
which would in any sense bear the
taint of deceit or dishonesty.

4, Great care should be exercised in
gecuring favorable contracts, deeds,
and wills from aged, sick, or mentally
weakened persons. It is much pref-
erable that all such legal affairs be

conducted with persons who, by redason -

of the complete and intelligent exer-
cise of their faculties, are able, while
taking counsel and receiving sugges-
tions, to express clearly and fully their
own desires and will.

Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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The Law of Defamation
A Synopsis
BY M. C. TAFT

THE right to the maintenance of
private reputation unassailed is of an-
cient origin and is necessary to human
society. This is as much a Constitu-
tional right as the possession of life,
liberty, or property, and is within the
Constitutional guaranty of personal
security. The law of defamation gov-
erns or controls and limits the pub-
lication of that which i1s written or
spoken touching individual reputation,
and is a matter which should be fully
understood, especially by men in publle
life, and including, of course, our min-
isters. I shall endeavor to present that
phase of the law pertaining to priv-
ilege and qualified privilege communi-
cations, and the relation of such to
church discipline, citing a few court
decisions substantiating what I under-
stand the American law to be.

We must not confuse criticism and
defamation. Criticism deals only with
that which invites public attention or
calls for public comment, and does not
follow a public man into his private
life or pry into his domestic concerns.
Criticism is not concermed with the
individual, but only with his work.
A true critic never indulges in per-
sonalities.

In order to understand what it means
to come under the law of defamation,
we must have some knowledge of what
is contained in the terms ““1libel” and
“glander,” also what constitutes a
‘“publication.”

As to the court definition of “libel,”
the following is a clear statement ap-
pearing in a number of court decisions:

“ A libel is a malicious publication,
expressed either in printing or writing,
or by signs and pictures, tending either
to blacken the memory of one dead, or
the reputation of one who is alive, and

expose him to public hatred, contempt,
or ridicule.”’
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The definition of *“ slander ” is stated
thus:

“ The speaking of base or defamatory
words which tend to the prejudice of
the reputation, office, trade, business, or
means of getting a living of another.”

Legal Distinction in Statements

Words spoken or written may be
actionable in themselves as per se, or
they may be actionable only on allega-
tion and proof of special damage and
known as per quod. This distinction is
based on a rule of evidence, as follows:
per se because bad in themselves; per
quod must be established by proof.
‘Words actionable per se must impute
the guilt of some offense for which the
party, if guilty, might be indicted and
punished by the criminal court. As,
for example, to call a person a thief.

Privilege and Qualified Privilege
Communications

In the law of libel and slander there
are communications both by writing
and speaking which are known as
“privilege” and * qualified privilege ”
communications, and within the past
fifty years these have been much dis-
cussed by courts and commentators in
England and Ameriea.

The occasion upon which privilege
communications are made may be
classified as absolutely privileged, and
those in which the privilege is gquali-
fied. In the class of absolute privilege,
it is considered in the interest of public
welfare that all persons should be al-
lowed to express their sentiments and
speak their minds fully and fearlessly
upon all questions and subjects, and
all action for words so spoken is abso-
lutely forbidden, even if it were proved
that such words were spoken falsely
and with malice. The rule is confined,
however, to cases in which the public
gervice or the administration of justice
requires complete immunity; for ex-
ample, words spoken in legislative
bodies in debate, or words spoken by
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the judge on the bench, or by witnesses
on the stand.

Qualified privilege relates more par-
ticularly to private interest, and com-
prehends communications made in good
faith without actual malice, with rea-
sonable or probable grounds for be-
lieving them to be true, upon a subject
matter in which the author of the com-
munication hag an interest, or in refer-
ence to which he has a duty, public,
personal, or private, either legal, judi-
cial, political, moral, or social, made to
a person having a corresponding inter-
est or duty.

Briefly stated, a qualified privilege
communication is a defamatory com-
munication made on what is called an
occasion of privilege without actual
malice. As to such communication
there is no civil liability. Ordinarily
the guestion of privilege is determined
by the occasion and not the language
used.’* For example, reasonable erit-
icism of one member of a society by
another at a meeting of the members
with respect to acts claimed to be in
violation of the rules of the society,
and a matter in which all members are
interested, if made without malice and
for the good of the society. Also a
publication of report of judicial pro-
ceedings is qualifiedly or conditionally
privileged; but such reports must be
correct. If such report is discolored or
comments and insinuations are added,
it is libelous.

A Publication

Under the law of libel and slander, in
order to make one guilty of speaking
or writing that which is considered
libelous or slanderous, there must be
a publication. The question as to what
constitutes a publication in the law of
defamation ig often difficult to deter-
mine. The mode of publication is im-
material, but there is a difference be-
tween the publication of a slander and
the publication of a libel, which is dis-
tinguished as follows:
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The publication of a slander involves
only one act by defendant. He needs
only to speak the words so that some
third person hears and understands
-them.

The publication of Zibel involves
more than one act. The defendant
must compose and write the libel and
deliver it, or cause it to be delivered,
or to be read aloud, to some third per-
son who reads or listens to and under-
stands its contents. In the last case
the same act may be both a slander and
a libel.

Examples

1. Libelous Letters— The writing
and sending of a letter containing de-
famatory matter, which was notl read
or exhibited to another person by the
writer, is not a publication of the libel
therein contained. But, according to
the ruling of the supreme court of
Maryland (in case of Gambrill vs.
Schooley, 93 Maryland Report, 48) a
letter becomes a publication in the fol-
lowing manner:

“The dictation of a libelous letter
by a party to his private and confi-
dential stenographer, by whom a type-
written copy is made and transmitted
to another party after being signed by
the defendant, is in law a publication
of the libel, although there is no com-
munication of the latter by the defend-
ant to any other person.”

2. Letters of Recommendation.— In
case of action for libel in writing and
publishing a letter containing false and
derogatory statements, it is not a de-
fense to maintain that the letter was
written in response to a request from
the party for a recommendation;
neither is it a defense to hold that the
letter was not known by any one but
the stenographer to whom it was diec-
tated, when it was libelous per se. If
a person dictates such a letter to a
stenographer, he is liable, because the
stenographer is an individual, the same
-as any one else. The only way, there-
fore, to write such a letter, if it must
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be done, is for the person to write 4t
himself. This seems to be sound rea-
soning, and was so held in 1921 by the
district court of New York in the case
of Nelson vs. Whitten, 272 Federal Re-
port, 135, and by the supreme court of
Maryland in the case of Gambrill vs.
Schooley, 93 Maryland Report, 48, and
by other courts® In the Nelson vs.
Whitten case the plaintiff wrote the de-
fendant, asking for a recommendation,
and the defendant’s reply was held
libelous, which read as follows:

“I am so much in doubt as to your
loyalty and integrity that I could not
conscientiously give you a recom-
mendatlon to any one desxrmg to em-
ploy you.”

However, there are some holdings
making exceptions to this rule in cases
where the dictation is by an officer of
the corporation employed by it, but
such holdings seem to be in the minor-
ity and are criticized by other courts.
The minority holdings say that com-
munications between officers of a cor-
poration or between different branches
of the same corporation in the course
of corporate business, are not publica-
tions to third persons by the corpora-
tion.* The courts that have adopted the
minority rule maintain that the die-
tation, writing, and copying were but
parts of one act of corporation, and as
two servants were required to partiei-
pate in it, there was no publication.
As only a few courts have taken this
position, it is unsafe to follow minority
holdings. A corporation may be liable
for slander committed by its employee
while acting within the scope of his
employment and the actual perform-
ance of duties touching the matter in
question.’®

3. Private Communications.— A com-
munication between private persons is
privileged according to the following
specifications:

a. Where the person making it has
an interest to protect or duty to per-
form.
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b. When his relation to the party to
whom it is made is of a confidential
nature.

¢. If made in good faith and in the
belief that it is true.

d. With no malevolent motive.

e. For the purpose of promoting or
protecting his interest.

f. In the performance of a duty
incumbent upon him, social, legal, or
moral, and is justified or required by
the nature of the relations existing be-
tween him and the person to whom it
is made, and does not go beyond what
is fairly warranted by the occasion.

The rule making privilege communi-
cations in response to inquiries by in-
terested persons, applies to answers
made to inquiries by a person inter-
ested in plaintiff’s behalf, as, for in-
stance, a parent, brother, or brother-in-
law. This rule has been followed and
has been so held by some of our courts.
The principle underlying these cases
is that statements made in response
to an inquiry and investigation by the
parent of a slander against a child
who is under his care and protection,
are privileged.® But even though this
ig the law, a person will not be justified
in making a communication merely be-
cause it is in response to the inquiry
of a stranger, or even of a friend of
the plaintiff.

4. Voluntary Communications.—

a. To Parent: If a voluntary state-
ment iIs made by a party to a parent,
not in response to an inquiry from the
parent, it would not be privileged.

b. To Strangers: The authorities are
conflicting as to the responsibility of a
stranger voluntarily making a commu-
nication to another where there is no
common interest in the subject matter,
and the interest is confined solely to
the party receiving the communica-
tion.” For example, a person may hon-
estly believe that his neighbor is not
entitled to credit on oath, but he is not

Page 14

justified in publishing it to the worid,
however honest he may be in that be-
lief. As a general rule, it is not neces-
sary that a communication, to be priv-
ileged, should be given in answer to
an inquiry.*

c. To Qualified Parties: It has been
held by the court (Fresh vs. Cutter,
73 Maryland Report, 87-97) that a vol-
untary communication made by one
having an interest or duty in the sub-
ject matter thereof to one having a
corresponding interest or duty, may be
privileged, if made in good faith and
without malice. 'The application of
this rule is as follows: If you were
intending to employ John Doe, who
had previously been employed by me,
and who, I believed, had stolen from
me while in my employ, it would be
a privilege communication for me to
tell you what I believed to be the truth
about him. But in a case of this kind,
there must exist an interest or a duty,
a proper occasion, the use of the occa-
sion in good faith and without malice,
and an honest belief in the truth of the
statement. It is also essential that the
information be given to one who is
entitled to receive it, and not to any
and every one.

We must be careful in expressing our
views regarding the qualification of
any one, and in our criticism of that
person, to guard ourselves as to what
we say in reference to that person’s
disqualifications. In our letters, also,
we must be guarded. A letter from an
employer to another person, stating
things that show the inefficiency of the
person employed, may be termed a
libelous letter and the writer become
liable therefor. One may have the priv-
ilege and protection of the law in mak-
ing certain communications relative to
the qualities or character of another;
but if he abuses that occasion, and goes
beyond what is required or proper in
his statements relating to that person,
the occasion will not protect him, and

(Continued on page 2})
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Peloing Into the Word |

Studies on Fundamentals of the Message

Principles of Biblical Interpre-
tation — No. 1T

BY M. C. WILCOX
Principle No. 2: One Doctrine

TeE Bible is a book of one doctrine
with its correlated parts. Sometimes
these parts are made to stand out as
almost or quite unrelated doctrines;
but if they are of the word, they are
all one. In our common version, true
doctrine is always designated in the
singular. The plural, * doctrines,” is
used to designate false teachings and
error. There is one omnipresent, all-
wise God of love, justice, and mercy,
manifest in Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. There is one moral standard
of righteous character. The Bible
reveals but one all-sufficient Sacrifice
and Saviour, and with the crimson and
purple cords of love and truth the
divine plan is bound about through the
whole structure of God’s word.

Frequently the American Revised
Version translates didache as “ teach-
ing.” Our word ‘ didactic ” comes from
the same root. Teaching, rather than
doctrine, is the thought. It is not a dry,
dead, formal set of rules or facts that
our Lord gives us, but heavenly in-
struction in living truth; and because
of this, we read concerning those who
listened to His teaching that “ the peo-

‘ple were astonished at His doctrine.”

Matt. 7:28. (See also Mark 11:18;
Luke 4: 32; Acts 13: 12.) Jesus said,
“My doctrine [teaching] is not Mine,
but His that sent Me.” John 7:16.
“If any man willeth to do His will],
he shall know of the teaching, whether
it is of God, or whether I speak from
Myself.” John 7: 17, A.R. V.

The one true doctrine (or teaching)
is referred to in the Scriptures as ‘“ the
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doctrine which is according to godli-
ness’’ (1 Tim. 6:3), “the doctrine of
Christ” (2 John 9), “the apostles’
doctrine ” (Acts 2: 42). The doctrine
is also described as being “ sound ” and
“good.” The teaching is TRUTH, and
truth, although spoken of as singular,
has many parts, and all parts make
one complete whole, with Christ as
the center. It is not in accord with the
Bible principle of one “ doctrine” to
speak of the doctrine of the Sabbath,
the doctrine of tithing, the doctrine of
health reform, et cetera. The separa-
tion of the teaching of Christ, the truth
of God, into various doctrines, makes
it easy to reject some as of less or
of no importance. A man may adopt
health reform, and receive benefit from
it physically; but unless it brings him
closer to Christ, our life, the teaching
may make of him a critical fanatic.
Men may hold all these so-called doe-
trines, but if they do not see the heart
and life of them all, they become self-
righteous Pharisees.

The accompanying diagram may
help to make clear that the various

SECOND
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phases, or constituent parts, of the
teaching of truth, are in God’s purpose
open doors to lead to the only Saviour,
Jesus Christ. There are those who
hear and obey the teaching concerning
the Sabbath, but go no further. They
do not see in the Sabbath teaching the
avenue which leads to Christ,— the
One who exalts the Sabbath to glerious
spiritual rest in Him. The man who
goes no further than to consider the
Sabbath teaching as the pointing out
of the day of rest which bears the
sanction of heaven, and observes the
day as such, is only a Saturday keeper.
This unity of doctrine brings cour-
age to the Christian teacher. There
are many people in this world who
know Christ as Saviour, Sanctifier,
Friend; and when they are led to see
Him in His fullness as presented in
the doctrine of the word, how readily
and strongly will they receive all
phases of His blessed present truth.
Bach of these Christ-filled phases of
truth unites logically with all others.
To the truly converted sinner, all geem-
ing divisions of truth become one—
all lead to Christ, and Christ is in all.
The divisions on the diagram are but

illustrations of every phase of Bible -

truth. God is one in thought and pur-
pose; the Bible is the book of one doc-
trine — the teaching by one Spirit.

Principle No. 8: The Law of First
Mention

By this is meant that the first men-
tion of any great or important fact,
event, or teaching, carries that pri-
mary meaning throughout the Bible.
This is a rule which is necessary in
order to preserve the divine unity of
the Scriptures, and is established on
the basis of the divine inspiration of
all Scripture.

Some of the great cathedrals of the
Old World were centuries in building.
The great and elaborate building plan
was centuries old, and one master
builder followed another in its con-
struction; but the same plan and the
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LIVING WATERS, OF

BY @& W

IT is claimed that thirty rivers have tl
ancient city of Damascus is situated,|
its way to the ocean, because of being s
suggestive is this of the situation in m:
perience, like the deep flowing river, ©
on with increasing momentum for a t
influence or sinful indulgence slackens |
stream.

But this need not be. It is God’s p
a river of blessing, flowing on througt
influence and service, until lost in the
It is the divine plan that the church ¢
“like a spring of water, whose waters f
church, which at its beginning is full ¢
nant pool, in which there is no progress
church fail to drink of the water of life
of Cod departs, and divisions and conf
the vision of Christ and His work becg
freshing for the thousands who are peri

The Master’s invitation is this: “If
and drink.” That which is needeq is t
that can give us that thirst. It is the
from which flow floods of life and powe:
promise is, “ He that believeth on Me, a
him shall flow rivers of living water. |
they that believed on Him were to recy
because Jesus was not yet glorified.” ;.
yet ” was the Holy Spirit given, for “ not
Gethsemane and Calvary were right bef
these experiences, and came to the crow
shed forth the Spirit without measure.
glorious coming day we can no longer sz
is now for all who will receive. “If anj
ever will, let him take the water of li
thirsts and who will freely drink; river
The stagnant pool breeds disease and de
in loving service for God produces spirit

Every day the Christian should be o
the deceitfulness of riches turn the chann
By earnest prayer, heart devotion, and t
from the everlasting fountain, and thus
of light and blessing, bringing glory to G

Washington, D. C.
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. STAGNANT POOLS

. WELLS

Fr source in the plateau upon which the
wut not one of these thirty rivers finds
wallowed up in the desert sands. How
ny Christian lives! The Christian ex-
egins with depth and force, and flows
me; but the barren desert of worldly
he flow and gradually swallows up the

urpose that every person shall hecome
. the desert of sin with ever-widening
ocean of God’s love for a lost world.
hall be as a well-watered garden, and
1il not.” But how often do we see the
f promise, gradually become as a stag-
or life. The individual members of the
in overflowing measure, and the power
usion result. The “first love” wanes,
mes dim, and thereis no spiritual re-
shing on the barren wastes of sin.
any man thirst, let him come unto Me,
hirst, and it is only the Spirit of God
Holy Spirit that leads us to the Rock
* for every need, and the ever-assuring
s the Scripture hath said, from within
But this spake He of the Spirit, which
ive: for the Spirit was not yet given;
hen these words were uttered, “ not
yet ” was the Son of God glorified. But
ore Him, and when He passed through
ning day at God’s right hand, He then
And from that crowning day to the
'y “ not yet,” for the gift of the Spirit
r man thirst, let him come.” “ Whoso-
fe freely.” And from him who truly
s of living water will flow on and on.
ath. The life which does not overfiow
ual disease and spiritual death.
n guard lest the cares of this life and
el of spiritual life into a stagnant pool.
rue service, we may continue to drink
become a fresh, clear, flowing stream
»d and making glad the heart of man.
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same standards of measurement con-
trolled at all times. For example,
measurements in feet and inches re-
main the same in the last stage of com-
pletion as were given in the architect’s
first plan. A yard in the inception is
a yard in the finishing — three feet,
or thirty-six inches. A foot is 2 meas-
ure of twelve inches throughout the
long period of the cathedral’s construc-
tion. Any other plan than this would
be inconsistent and confusing.

On the same principle, we follow the
law of first mention as the divine plan
in the structure of the temple of God’s
word, which began with Moses and
ended with John. Note the words of
great and important meaning in the
first three chapters of Genesis. As we
enter the great temple of knowledge
and wisdom, of life and power, we find
inscribed on the entrance archway,
“IN THE BEGINNING GOD CRE-
ATED THE HEAVENS AND THE
EARTH.” The key words in this in-
scription are: God, Created, Heavens,
Earth. God was the beginner of all.
“In the beginning God *— not wanton
chance, not an unexplained, intangible
mist or cloud which evolved for un-
told ages; but God, the fullness of all
things good and great and wise. And
in every book following Genesis, in
the making of the Bible, there is recog-
nition of that same God.

“ God created.”” By His own power
He brought into existence new things.
For “ by the word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of His mouth.”
“Tor He spake, and it was.” Ps. 33:
6, 9. And from that first clause in the
inspired writings, the great thought of
creation, like a living current, runs all
through the word of God, even to the
last message of the gospel, powered by
“Him that made heaven, and earth.”
Rev. 14: 7.

The “law of first mention” holds
good in every instance — one union of
male and female as the head of the

Page 17




race, the true marriage law from God
in the beginning, the law through
which our Great Teacher brings us
back to God’s plan. (Mark 10: 6, 7.)
The “ inheritance ” of man is the earth,
and this holds true to the time of the
earth made new. (Revelation 21 and
22.) And so it is with the establish-
ment of God’s rest day, the origin of
the week, the fall of man, man’s re-
demption through the coming of the
Seed of the woman, who gave Himself
to save the lost.

There are other great beginning
truths in these opening chapters of
Genesis, which are like little rings in
the end of a long chain, upon which
the earnest student may lay hold and
be led into richer, fuller glories all
through the word.

Do not set aside as trifling the “law
of ‘first mention,” for it surely and
safely leads to richer revelations all
through the treasure house of the
word of God. The book of Genesis is
rich in beginnings.

Mountain View, Calif.

Bergonal Testimonies

Deeper Life Confidences

A New and Joyful Experience

My experience in getting a new grasp
of Jesus as my personal Saviour came
to me in October, 1926, under the fol-
lowing circumstances: I began a care-
" ful verse-by-verse study of the first and
second chapters of Acts. When I read
verse 3 of chapter 1, I was deeply im-
pressed with the fact that Jesus deemed
it important to show Himself alive to
His disciples after His passion by
many infallible proofs. This led me
to make diligent search for the “in-
fallible proofs” recorded. Without at-
tempting to give at this time the com-
plete list of such proofs, I will state
that the proofs given to Thomas, with
the attendant circumstances, as found
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in John 20: 26-29, impressed me most
profoundly. When I read the response
which Thomas made to the gentle re-
proof which Jesus gave for his un-
belief, and then noted the Saviour’s
promised blessing to all who * have
not seen, and yet have believed,” I
knew that here was a blessing which
belonged to ime, but which I had not
experienced; and I determined that
the blessing which depended alone on
the exercise of faith, rather than on
sight or feeling, should be mine. The
same Jesus who spoke to Thomas,
spoke to my soul; and the result of
that communion with the One whom,
having not seen, I loved and believed
in as my personal Saviour, brought
the greatest joy of my entire Christian
experience. And this joy is still opera-
tive. It is the abiding reality of the
living presence of my Saviour which
I had not known before. .

After entering into this joyful ex-
perience, the impression came to me
that somewhere in the New Testament
there were inspired statements con-
firming the experience, and I made a
search for them. I found several, but
one will suffice for the present, as
found in 1 John 1: 1-4. In these words
of Scripture the aged apostle recounts
his personal experience in contact with
Jesus, and tells us that he has written
this account for us, that our “joy may
be full” In all the realm of human
experience there is no basis of joy to
compare with that of personal fellow-
ship with the living and risen Christ.

As a result of this experience, there
was an immediate change in my method
of preaching. The people to whom I
have attempted to preach the gospel
for nearly a quarter of a century, ob-
served the change and expressed ap-
preciation. I have come to see, as
never before, that no preaching is
worth while that does not place the
individual members of the congrega-
tion in personal contact with Jesus,
through the operation of the Holy
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Spirit. I am now convinced that we
who are called ‘“ ministers of the
gospel,” have too often taken the great
fundamental truths of the gospel in a
sort of matter of fact way, without
entering into the real experience by
which only we can receive the rich
blessing, the fullness of joy, which
accompanies the exercise of faith in
Jesus as our personal Saviour. Dur-
ing all the years of my ministry I felt
that I had a grasp of the plan of sal-
vation,— I understood it theoretically,
and could explain it technically; but
I have come to realize how much fuller
and richer was the experience in store
for me when I believed on Jesus, not
alone because of the “many infallible
proofs ” which I had read in the Bible,
but because of what He Himself be-
came to me personally in my life and
labor. The New Testament has become
a new book to me these last two years.
I now see in it all “the revelation of
Jesus Christ,” and clearer light illu-
mines its pages.
A CONFERENCE ADMINISTRATOR.

Bible Workers” Exchange

For an Enlarged Service

Co-operation *
BY NELLA ¥. EASTMAN

A FUNDAMENTAL principle in the art
of co-operation -ig willingness to per-
form any duty which is presented.
‘When this willing spirit is in posses-
sion of a group of workers, all burdens
will be lifted in true proportionment.

In the early days of my experience
as & Bible worker I was led to resolve
that, if I must to any extent be limited
in the amount of service possible for
me to render, I would make sure that
in the quality of my service the prin-
ciple of co-operation should never be
lacking; for I was convinced that, with
the Lord’s help, that need never be

*Paper read at Atlantic Union institute.
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lacking. But more and more I have
come to realize that there is involved
in this more than was first compre-
hended. For instance, in the course
of time there came to me a letter ask-
ing that I prepare a paper to present
at this meeting, on the very topic
which had called forth my early deci-
sion. At first, unwillingness seized
me. And yet I could not make myself
believe that reticence, diffidence, or a
natural modesty furnished just excuse
for ignoring a basic principle of co-
operation; so, whether or not the sug-
gestions which I have to offer prove of
any value, I trust that the spirit of the
topic may be revealed in what I say
and do, both now and always.

As workers together in human rela-
tionship, and as “ workers together
with God,” we have undertaken a task
which admits of but one purpose. Our
success in carrying on our tagsk de-
pends upon the purity of that purpose.
The purity of that purpose depends on
its unselfishness. The only way we
can ever grasp the meaning of Christ’s
prayer, “that they all may be one; as
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee,” is to study the work of the Fa-
ther and the Son in the origin of that
purpose. The Godhead is our example
of perfect co-operation. Based on this
example, the principles of co-operation
between ministers and Bible workers
may be considered under six divisions,
briefly outlined as follows:

1. In Unity of Purpose—— It was a
single purpose which impelled the Fa-
ther and the Son to work together for
the accomplishment of one great ob-
ject,— the salvation of sinners. When
ministers and Bible workers are united
with Christ in that one purpose, then
may we hope to be fully united with
one another for the accomplishment
of that purpose, and true co-operation
will be the inevitable result. In the
divine purpose there is no room for
gelfish aims and purposes. We must
abandon self for the sake of souls, just
as Christ gave Himself for us. When

Page 19




this principle controls, we will not
hear it said by either minister or Bible
worker, “ This soul for me, and that
soul for you; my convert here, and
your convert there.” The object will
be “ Souls for God! ” and the prayer
will be that the Holy Spirit may win
souls through united effort.

2. In Manner of Working — This ap-
plies both to dealing with fellow work-
ers and to methods of labor for souls.
The minister is the leader; the Bible
worker is his assistant and coworker.

It is the privilege of such workers to -

help each other to become more effi-
cient in methods of labor and as Bible
students, but not to censure or to
blame for inefficiency. It is much bet-
ter to exchange friendly, helpful, con-
structive counsel and advice, than to
find fault, to blame, chide, and censure
each other. We have been told that
we should regard ourselves as mission-
aries first of all among our {fellow
workers.
selves as missionaries in behalf of
each other?

I once knew a Bible worker who con-
sidered herself very tactful. She was
sure that the Lord had helped her to
use tact in finding openings, in enter-
ing the homes of the people, and in
introducing Bible subjects. And this
was true. But when the minister ex-
hibited lack of adberence to some fun-
damental principles of reform associ-
ated with the message, it did not enter
the mind of this Bible worker that all
the tact at her disposal should be used
in bringing these violations of prin-
ciple to his attention. She felt that
a minister should know better, and her
attitude plainly revealed that she was
impatient with any minister who did
not know better. To the minister, it
was plainly apparent that the Bible
worker had become disgruntled and

critical and dissatisfied, although she’

had not had the courage to tell him
the cause of her impatience. It was
only a very short time until the min-
ister decided that his coworker was
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Do we really regard our--

“not a good Bible worker” anyway;
he could see many reasons why she
was not successful and desirable. One
of the main reasons was that she
failed to co-operate. This Bible worker
recognized the need of tact in dealing
with outsiders, but she failed to recog-
nize her duty as a missionary to her
fellow workers. Her lack of co-opera-
tion was twofold: she failed to co-oper-
ate with the Lord, and she failed to
co-operate with her leader, the Lord’s
minister.

Some seem to think that tactless
blows are legitimate when directed
against fellow workers. But let us re-
member that when we give to others
what we think they deserve we may
cut the cords of influence which bind .
their hearts to ours. This is as true
in dealing with fellow laborers as with
men and women in the business world.
Heaven help us to be less proud of our
straight-from-the-shoulder blows. Per-
haps they are deserved, but they may
prove dangerous.

Now as to co-operation in manner of
working for souls. Have you ever seen
a teacher by mistake severely punish
a good boy in the school? Have you
seen the little fellow take the punish-
ment like a man, and then go away to
think it over, perhaps deciding that he
might just as well be bad as good, be-
cause he received the.punishment any-
way? Such experiences do occur, and
are always due to the fact that the
teacher does not know her pupil. We
should know the people for whom we
labor, and know their needs.

Perhaps the Bible worker has la-
bored tactfully and faithfully for a
long period of time, and reaches the
point where she invites the minister
to visit her readers and help bring
them over the point of decision; but
tke minister, not knowing the people
whom he is asked to visit, proceeds to
administer his customary strong medi-
cine for those who are halting between
two opinions, and proves to do more
harm than good. In other words, pun-
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ishment is given to the good boy. Such
a minister lacks in tact and co-opera-
tion. There should have been closer
contact by both minister and Bible
worker with the souls for whom the
Bible worker was laboring, and this
contact should have been made at a
much earlier stage in the history of
the case. It is essential that the min-
ister and the Bible worker co-operate
in personal work with souls, as well as
in public effort, and there is just as
much danger of the Bible worker's
failing to make this co-operation pos-
sible, as that the minister will fail to
realize the need in this respect.

3. In Forethought and Planning.—
Sometimes I have been placed under
circumstances which reminded me of
a situation where a train was sched-
uled to start whenever the engineer
was ready, and the train crew were
expected to be all ready to scramble
aboard whenever the train pulled out.

This may seem like an extreme illus-
tration, and yet many times it has
seemed to me that I have been obliged
to make all speed to get on board the
train of service after it had already
started down the track. In other
words, suddenly some plan is an-
nounced, the success of which depends
largely on the efforts of the Bible
worker, but concerning which she has
not heard a word. Now, it is all right
to be minutemen and minutewomen,
and there ig a satisfaction in conquer-
ing all such handicaps; yet I cannot
but feel that the Lord is better pleased
when there is proper forethought and
planning. In the beginning, long be-
fore the tragedy of sin was enacted,
God made complete the entire plan of
salvation. I believe it will tend to
co-operation, and to peaceful relations
and more effective service, if all will
think —think ahead, and think
through.

REMEMBER THE NOONTIDE HOUR OF PRAYER

The Response

I AM very thankful for this bond of spiritual fellowship which is soon to
exist between the Bible workers of the advent movement. It is timely and in-
spiring to know that it is to be a world-wide bond. I do sincerely desire my
sister Bible workers in China and in all other parts of the earth, to know that
there are those in America who are remembering the time set for each to join
with the others in prayer. I am looking forward to the time when these mo-
ments will become sacred to each of us, because of the consecration we place
upon them. My prayer is that we may never forget, and that this may be one
bond which shall never be broken nor forgotten by any of us till Jesus comes.
— Rosa Iricx, Muskogee, Okla.

The five-minute prayer season by Seventh-day Adventist Bible workers is a
splendid suggestion. Personally, I plan to adopt it, with the help of God. How
wonderful to think that all over the world, at a stated time, we have an ap-
pointment with the God of heaven to offer our petitions before the throne of
grace! — MarY E. WaLsH, Brookline, Mass.

I am heartily in favor of the plan for our world-wide Bible workers. I have
observed this plan for years, but can now enter into it with renewed gladness,
since all our sister Bible workers in the world-wide field are of the same mind.
It is indeed 2 blessed plan, and one which the Lord will approve.— MAMIE
StEELE, Hestings, Okla.

The midday prayer season will be a great strength to me. It affords inspira-
tion to realize that the whole circle of women doing the same kind of work in
the Master’s vineyard all over the world are together in prayer at a stated
period.— Ina M, PocH, Big Rapids, Mich.
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§. In Showing Respect for Cowork-
ers— This is a point concerning which
little need be said, but more done. It
must be well understood that a Bible
worker should aim to develop in all
with whom she comes in contact a high
respect for the sacred office of the min-
istry, especially in these days when
there is a strong tendency to bring
sacred things down to the level of the
common. It must also be borne in
mind that those who dedicate their
lives to the Bible work are engaged in
a high and sacred calling, and while
walking worthy of this high calling,
should be accorded that respect and
confidence whieh the Lord has indi-
cated. .

5. In Keeping Counsel— A fatal blast
to co-operation is caused by the un-
bridled tongue which betrays confi-
dences reposed in fellow workers.
Such conduct often defeats the highest
aims of our work. .

6. In Counting Results.— One time
a conference president called on a Bi-
ble worker and asked to be taken to
vigit her readers and converts. He
had been told that this Bible worker
was not an efficient laborer, and so he
had come to investigate. The Bible
worker was most happy to have her
conference president manifest such
personal interest in her work, and
planned to take him to see her readers.
After one such visit, the conference
president called on the local minister,
and in mentioning the case presented
by the Bible worker, was quickly in-
formed that things were somewhat
mixed. Returning to the Bible worker,
the president said, “ Pastor Blank tells
me that the lady on whom we called
vesterday was not one of your con-
verts, but that she came into the truth
through the tent effort. Take me to
see those people who have been brought
into the truth through your efforts
alone.”

‘What would you have done, sister
Bible worker, under such circum-
stances? You may not wish to tell

Page 22

what you would have done, but you
can easily state how you would have
felt. It is true that there are times
when the Bible worker brings people
all the way into the truth by her effort,
but in this circumstance the Bible
worker had been associated with an
organized public effort, when the blend-
ing of talent and co-operation of all
workers entered into the apparent re-
sult. .

Somehow I cannot imagine that
when the work is all done, and Christ
sees the travail of His soul and is
satisfied, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
will divide the redeemed throng with
the distinction, This is yours, This is
mine. The Trinity is our great exam-
ple. It was unselfish co-operation that
originated the plan of salvation; it
is unselfish co-operation that will bring
it to its close. We need the “one ac-
cord ” of Pentecost. May the spirit of
willing co-operation never be lacking
in our service.

New Bedford, Mass.

Fust Betiween Seminarg

Glimpses of Ministerial Training

Emmanuel Missionary College— We
have an excellent clags of young men
in the theological department of the
college this year., Our seminar is or-
ganized, and functioning under the
leadership of Roscoe Moore, who will
furnish full report. In order to ease
up our intense and congested program,
the seminar meetings are held bi
weekly, on Friday evening, just after
the regular vesper services, alternating
with the meetings of the foreign mis-
sion band. These meetings are well
attended.

W. R. FreNcH, Dean,
Department of Theology.

Union COollege— 1 am happy to-in-
form you that the student seminar is
very much alive at good old Union.
Our seminar meetings are held on Fri-
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day evening of each week, at which
time the “ sermons ” given by the mem-
bers receive the constructive criticism
of our teachers. Asto the actual work
done in the field, we are .caring for
the Sabbath services in all the churches
within forty miles from Lincoln, and
conduct the midweek prayer meeting
in the city church. We also conduct
weekly services at the State Reforma-
tory, and each week we make visits
to the hospitals, the poor farm, the
old folks’ home, and various other pub-
lic institutions.
hall effort in the city of Lincoln very
50011 R. WILLARD WENTLAND,
Seminar Leader.

Broadview College— We were some-
what late in organizing our seminar,
but now it is in full swing, under the
leadership of Herold Grassball. I have
arranged for THE MINISTRY to come to
our library, and have also ordered two
sets of the Ministerial Reading Course
books. All who take the pastoral
training are required to read these
books, and all who joined the seminar
were asked to avail themselves of the
privileges afforded by the Reading
Course plan. Some of our seminarians
have been conducting Sunday night
meetings and have developed a live
interest. Others, who are also taking
the pastoral training course, are con-
ducting Sunday night meetings in the
city of Chicago. Other members are
giving Bible readings to people who
have become interested t{hrough the
work of the colporteur, and still other
members are conducting Sabbath serv-
ices in the city churches. In this way
our students are not only getting a
practical field experience, but are ac-
tually winning souls to Christ.

M. H. SCBUSTER, Dean,
Department of Theology.

Southern California Junior College.
— As I recount the missionary work
done by the students of the Southern
California Junior College, I am greatly
ingpired. Really it is wonderful the

February, 1929

‘We plan to begin a

missionary activities they are carrying
forward in the surrounding country.
For several months the students have
been carrying on an effort at Pedley,
which is a few miles northeast of the
school. Several have taken their stand
definitely, and have been baptized. Reg-
ular church services are held each Sab-
bath, and there is also a fine Sabbath
school. At Corona, which is just a few
miles in the opposite direction, where
there are about fifteen Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, one of the brethren secured
the use of the Foursquare Gospel
church for Sabbath-services. The min-
isterial class of the school supplies the
pulpit each Sabbath, also the reviewer
of the Sabbath school lesson, and teach-
ers for the classes. Plans are being
formulated for meetings to be held in
Corona at some future date, to bind
off the interest that our ministerial
students are awakening.

A new church has just been com-
pleted at Elsinore, and the brethren
there have requested Elder L. A. Wil-
cox, of the college Bible department,
and the ministerial students to con-
duct Sunday night meetings. In an-
other place a series of meetings is be-
ing started by one of our conference
workers, and the seminar students will
take charge of distributing the hand-
bills and literature, acting as ushers,
and quite largely furnishing the music.
Every Friday evening the ministerial
students of the college hold religious
services at the county detention home,
where there are about thirty young
people. Their efforts are well received
by those in charge of the home, as well
as by the young people living there.
Another public institution is visited by
another group of young people work-
ing under the direction of the seminar.
Here there is an average attendance of
thirty to fifty each Sabbath afternoon.
The United States Government has a
large school for Indians at Arlington,
and for some time the college has en-
deavored to secure permission to hold
meetings for.the Indian students. Per-

Page 23




mission was given for a recent Sunday
night, at which time Elder Wilcox
spoke, and the students took an active
part in all parts of the program. There
were nearly 1,200 Indian boys and girls
in attendance. The superintendent of
the school said it was the best meeting
they had ever had, and invited the
students to come again.— Glenn A.
Calkins, Pres. 8. B. Calif. Conf., in Pa-
cific Undion Recorder.

Atlantic Union College— I am happy
to say that we have in our ministerial
band this year thirty-five members,
but I am more happy to say they are a
band of spiritual Christians. TUnder
the direction of Elder Taylor, the Bible
teacher, we have adopted a different
plan this year for securing field experi-
ence. Instead of visiting the surround-
ing churches, the members of the semi-
nar enter new territory and distribute
Present Truth, with a view to estab-
lishing cottage meetings. This plan is
producing good results. At some of
our cottage meetings there have been
twenty-four adults in attendance. As
I am a Russian and speak the Russian
language, I have been working among
the Russian and Polish people in the
‘adjoining town. I need not speak of
the spiritual state of the Russian peo-
ple, as a result of Bolshevism in Rus-
sia, but I can say that many of these
people are honest in heart and wish to
do what is right.

Our regular meetings are held on
Friday night, at which time the band
is divided into two divisions, and two
speakers for each division are allotted
fifteen minutes each for the presenta-
tion of doctrinal subjects. At the close,

- time is allotted for criticisms and sug-
gestions of our teachers, and in this
way all members of the band profit by
the experience, whether speakers or
not. The secretary of the band keeps
a record of all weak points noted in
the speakers, also a record of improve-
ments made. Vasinr TRACBUEK,

Seminar Leader.
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The Law of Defamation
(Continued from page 1)

he is liable. The communication must
be made in good faith.’

5. Repeating What Others Have Said.
— It is no defense to an action for slan-
der to prove the defendant only re-
peated the charge made by another, if
he does so knowing it to be untrue and
with a desire to injure the person slan-
dered. A repetition of oral slander al-
ready in circulation, without express-
ing any disbelief of it or any purpose
of inquiring as to its truth, though
without any design to extend its cir-
culation or credit, or to cause the per-
son to whom it is addressed to believe
or suspect it to be true, is nevertheless
actionable®

Takoma Park, D. C.
(To be continued)
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FMuminated Wexts

Side Lights From Translations

Revelation 14: 6, 7

“ Axp I saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having an eternal message
of joy to proclaim to those who dwell
on the earth, and to every nation, and
tribe, and tongue, and people; saying
with a great voice, Fear God, and give
glory to Him, because the hour of His
judgment is come, and worship Him
who made the heaven, and the earth,
and sea and fountains of waters.”—
American Baptist Improved.

“And I saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having eternal good tid-
ings to proclaim unto them that dwell
on the earth, and unto every nation
and tribe and tongue and people; and
he saith with a great voice, Fear God,
and give Him glory; for the hour of
His judgment is come: and worship
Him that made the heaven and the
earth and sea and fountains of waters.”
— American Standard Revised.

“And I saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having [thel everlasting
glad tidings to announce to those set-
tled on the earth, and to every nation
and tribe and tongue and people, say-
ing with a loud voice, Fear God and
give Him glory, for the hour of His
judgment has come; and do homage
to Him who has made the heaven and
the earth and the sea and fountains
of water.”— Darby.

“And I saw another angel flying
through the midst of heaven, having
the eternal gospel, to preach unto them
that sit upon the earth, and over every
nation, and tribe, and tongue, and peo-
ple: Saying with a loud voice: Fear
the Lord, and give Him honor, because
the hour of His judgment is come: and
adore ye Him, that made heaven and
earth, the sea and the fountains of
waters.”— Douay.

“ Then I saw another angel flying in
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mid-air, having to announce the good
tidings of an everlasting reward to
those sitting upon the earth, and every
nation, and tribe, and language, and
race; saying with a loud voice: ‘ Rever-
ence God, and give Him honor! be-
cause the hour of His judgment has
arrived; therefore pay homage to the
Maker of the heaven, and the earth,
and sea, and springs of waters.””—
Fenton.

“And I saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having an eternal gospel to
proclaim unto them that dwell on the
earth, and unto every nation and tribe
and tongue and people; and he saith
with a great voice, ‘Fear God, and
give Him glory; for the hour of His
judgment is come: and worship Him
that made the heaven and the earth
and sea and fountains of waters.”—
Moulton.

‘“ And I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlast-
ing gospel to reach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, ‘ Fear God,
and give glory to Him; for the hour
of His judgment is come: and worship
Him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.””
— Newberry.

“And I saw another messenger fly-
ing in midheaven, having an age-abid-
ing glad-message to announce unto
them who are dwelling upon the earth,
even unto every nation and tribe and
tongue and people, saying with a loud
voice —

“Fear God and give Him glory, be-
cause the hour of His judging is come;
and do homage unto Him that made
heaven and the earth and sea and foun-
tains of waters.”— Rotherham.

‘“And I saw another messenger fly-
ing in midheaven, having good news
age-enduring to proclaim to those
dwelling upon the earth, and to every
nation, and tribe, and tongue, and peo-
ple, saying in a great voice, ‘ Fear ye
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God, and give to Him glory, because
come ¢id the hour of His judgment,
and bow ye before Him who did make
the heaven, and the land, and sea, and
fountains of waters.” "— Young.

“And I saw another angel flying in
midheaven, having [the] glad tidings
everlasting to announce [to] those who
dwell on the earth, and every nation
and tribe and tongue and people, say-
ing with a voice loud, Fear God, and
give to Him glory, because is come the
hour of His judgment; and do homage
to Him who made the heaven and the
earth and sea and fountains of waters.”
— Interlinear New Testament.

“ And I saw apother angel flying in
the midst of heaven, having an ever-
lasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every na-
tion, and tribe, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God and
give glory to Him, for the hour of His
judgment is come; and worship Him
that made the heaven and the earth,
and the sea, and fountains of waters.”
— Davidson, Von Tischendorf.

“Then I saw another angel flying in
mid-air, with eternal good news to an-
nounce to the inhabitants of the earth,
to every nation, tribe, language, and
people. He cried in a loud voice,

“‘PFear God and give Him glory, for
the hour of His judgment has come.
Worship Him who made heaven and
earth and sea and the springs of
water.” "— Goodspeed.

“Then I saw another angel flying in
midheaven with an eternal gospel for
the inhabitants of the earth, for every
nation and tribe and tongue and
people; he cried aloud, ‘Fear God
and give Him glory, for the hour of
His judgment has come; worship Him
who made heaven and earth, the sea
and the fountains of water.” "— Moffatt.

“And I saw another angel flying in
heaven: and with blood, he had the
everlasting gospel, to proclaim to
dwellers on the earth, and to every
nation and tribe and tongue anc} peo-
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ple; saying with a Ioud voice, Worship
God, and give glory to Him; because
the hour of His judgment is come; and
adore ye Him, who made heaven and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains
of water.”— Murdock’s Syriac New
Testament.

“Then I saw another angel, flying
in midheaven. He had the Good News,
decreed from eternity, to announce to
those who dwell on the earth — to men
of every nation, and tribe, and lan-
guage, and people; and he cried in a
loud voice — Reverence God, and give
Him praise (for the hour of His judg-
ment has come) and worship Him who
made the heaven and the earth and
the sea and all springs of water. ”—
Twentieth Century New Testament.

“And I saw another angel flying
across the sky, carrying the Good
News of the Ages to tell to every na-
tion, tribe, language and people, among
those who live on the earth. He said
in a loud voice,

“‘Fear God and give Him glory, be-
cause the time of His judgment has
come; and worship Him who made
sky and earth, the sea and the water-
springs.”— Weymouth.

—

Rindly Correctives

For Better Workmen

Do I Know My Mother Tongue?
BY W. E. HOWELL

It is difficult to conceive how any
one who is making a business of speak-
ing from the public desk can be content
to go through life making the most
common errors of speech. Out of def-
erence to the workers who are round-
ing out a lifetime of service in the
cause of God, I wish to be thoroughly
understood as not referring especially
to them in the “kindly correctives”
herewith offered. I do believe, how-
ever, that none are too old to make im-
provement, and that those who have
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reached an age of from forty to sixty
could accomplish surprising results by
aiming to correct one error a day. A
vest-pocket memorandum of common
errors in speech is all the equipment
necessary, and this may be made up
from numerous books and suggestions
offered. By slipping this memoran-
dum into the little pocket opposite the
watch, and consulting it as frequently
as one does his timepiece, will within
a very short time produce amazing re-
sults in the correction of errors in
speech.

To the younger workers in the cause
of God, I would say, Thou art inexcus-
able, O man, whosoever thou art that
makest a slip of speech, if thou contin-
uest in the evil way day after day.

Coming to the office to-day, I over-
heard a man by the way, exclaim, “1I
have took.” Reader, you may not say,
“I have took,” but is that any worse
than to say, “ It don’t work that way,;”
“My wife and myself were there;”
“There is lots of things we don’t know
yet;” “1 set with him in church last
night;” “I laid down on the seat and
went to sleep;” “ It wasw't him "2

If the reader of this article finds that
he makes any one of the errors men-
tioned, or if he makes all of them, what
excuse would he offer if he continues
to do so after there is pointed out to
him the correct form of expression and
the principle underlying it? This is
a question which I am unable to an-
swer for him, but it is a question which
every man should answer for himself.

That there need be no excuse for
continuing to make the seven slips in
the correct use of our mother tongue,
as stated, I herewith give the correct
form of speech, with slight variation in
each case:

1. I have taken them. Not, “I have
took.” We were taken home. It was
taken out of the first amount. Taken

by and large, it is a general truth.
2. It doesn’t work that way. Not,
“It dom’t work that way.” Elder

February, 1929

Brown doesn't arrive until one o’clock.
The world doesn’t seem so large as it
did once. That report doesn’t sound
right to me. He doesn’t look well.
This common error of using “ don’t”
for “ doesn’t” can easily be corrected
if one will expand the contraction
“don't” into its full form * do mnot.”
No one would think of saying, “ It do
not work that way,” “ He do not look
weil,” ete. ’

3. My wife and I were there. Not,
“ My wife and myself were there.” The
word “ myself ” in such connection em-
phasizes the speaker when this is ob-
viously not intended. If, under some
circumstances, it is desired to give
such emphasis, the proper way would
be, “ my wife and I myself were there.”
Never say, “ My wife and myself,” for
“myself ”’ can never be used as a pro-
noun in subject form. It does have one
other use than that of emphasis, and
that is as a reflexive; but in every such
instance it must follow a verb or a
preposition. For example: “I hurt
myself;” “I can do nothing of my-
self; ” “I have taken the responsibility
upon myself;” “I deceived myself in
that thing.”

4. There are many things we don’t
know yet. Not, ‘ There is lots of things
we don’t know yet.” * Lots” is a poor,
threadbare, wornout, cheap form of
word which people use carelessly and
without dignity, in place of the simple
and appropriate little word “ many,” or
for emphasis, “ great many.” There is
just as much dignity and standing to
the word *“lots ” as to that oft-repeated
slang term “ oodles.” However, we are
not dealing with the choice of words
in this corrective sentence, but rather
with the point in grammar which is
involved by using the word “are” in-
stead of “is.” In my observation of
the language of preachers — without
any intention of being especially ob-
serving — I find the use of the singular
for the plural one of the most frequent
of common errors; and using the word
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is for are is perhaps the most frequent
of all.

5. I sat with him in church Iast
night. Not, “ I set with him.” Every-
thing that has legs and can bend them
to a sitting posture, must sif, never
set. It is proper to say, “The sun
has set.”” The reason the sun doesn’t
8it is because it has no legs and can-
not assume the sitting posture; conse-
quently it is proper to say “ the sun
sets.”

6. I lay down on the seat and went
to sleep. Not, “I laid down.” Any-
thing that assumes a reclining or pros-
trate posture, whether man, or beast,
or bird, or a tree, crooked stick, or
pencil, when spoken of in the present
tense, ‘“lies” down, never “lays”
down. In the past tense, the game
class in the same posture is desig-
nated by the term “lay.” For ex-
ample: “ The man lgy on the ground
all night; ” or, “ The pencil lgy on the
shelf.” It is never proper to use the
word “laid” in this connection. In
the present tense, no man can ever
“lay ” without laying himself or some-
thing else. In the past tense, he has
always “laid* himself or something
else down. To illustrate: the homely
hen is said to “lay;” but if she is a
dutiful hen, she always lays something.

7. It wasn’t he. Not, “It wasn’t
him.? “1t was she; It was they, It
was I; It ought to be he; It must be
she; It can’t be I; It might have been
we, It never should have been they.”
All these, and a hundred other vari-
ations and combinations with forms of
the verb “to be” almost invariably
require the subject form of the pro-
noun either before or after it. About
the only exception to this is in the
technical form, such as “They took
him to be me;” “ He thought them to
be us.” In this form one is easily
guided in the form of the second pro-
noun by making it the same as the
pronoun immediately preceding the
“to be,” if there is one.
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The Field Saps ---

Through Qur Letter Bag

Abandon Faulty Logic.— The longer
I live, the less am I persuaded of the
value of logic in changing any one’s
mind; but I am convinced that if our
preachers are going to make any pre-
tense at logic, they ought to avoid all
far-fetched proofs and illustrations in
support of our doctrine. I am jealous
for the sound logic of our positions,
and dislike to see good doctrines jeop-
ardized by poor arguments. There
come to my mind, offhand, two quite
often employed proof arguments, which
will serve to illustrate what I mean:

1. The Condition of Man in Death.—
In proof of our position on the state
of the dead, reference is made to the
case of a certain man who had been
pronounced dead by the physicians, but
who finally revived, and then is said
to have declared that during the time
in which he was considered dead by
the physicians, he knew nothing what-
soever. Now on a moment’s reflection.
it becomes evident that in order really
to prove our point by the use of such
an illustration, we must be prepared
to maintain that the individual was
really dead. It would then follow that
we are prepared to assert that in this
case there occurred a resurrection
from the dead,— a proposition which
none of us would care to admit. But
if we do not admit that there was an
actual resurrection from the dead, of
what force is the proof of the man’s
condition of mind during the period of
his seeming death?

2. Paul's Sunday Meeting— Then
again there is the labored fashion in
which we proceed to prove that that
meeting on the first day of the week,
ag recorded in Acts 20, was held on
Saturday night; and also the labored
endeavor to prove that Paul must have
walked a long distance on Sunday
morning. Now, pray tell, what bearing
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does that have on the significance of a
meeting’s being held on the first day
of the week? Surely our arguments
should be addressed to proving the fact
that the mere holding of a religious
service on the first day of the week
does not prove that that day was con-
sidered by Bible writers as the Sab-
‘bath of the Lord. That is easily done,

and when we have proved that point, -

we have established our case. But
when we have simply proved that the
meeting was held on the dark part of
the day, rather tham the light part,
calling due attention to the fact that
there were lamps lit in the upper cham-
ber; and when we tell how Paul got
up early in the morning and walked a
long distance on Sunday, simply be-
cause he did not have a chance to ride
that Sunday morning, it seems to me
that we are begging the question, or at
least dealing with irrelevant side is-
sues.

I always feel some confusion and
chagrin when I read the replies of our
adversaries who make sport of such
arguments, and declare that after we
are all through with our explanations,
the fact still remains, according to the
Scriptural record, that the meeting
was held on the first day of the week.
As to whether Paul walked or rode
on Sunday morning, this has nn more
relation to the sacredness of the day
than-when we walk or ride on either
Sabbath or Sunday.

‘Why don’t our preachers follow
through the chapter, and show that
Paul held meetings all the way along
during the following week, and that
his most notable meeting, held with
the elders of Ephesus, was probably
held on Wednesday; which shows that
if the holding of a religious service on
a certain day makes the day holy, then
doubtless Wednesday is more holy
than any other day of the week. And
so by the argumentum reductio ad
absurdum completely silence our op-
ponents? ) F. D. NicHOL.

Takoma Park, D. C.
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Radio Announcements.—I firmly
believe that one of the best means of
reaching the public with announce-
ments concerning evangelistic meet-
ings is by radio. The best time for
making such announcements is from
12: 15 to 12: 45, when the larger per-
centage of people are at home for the
midday meal, and also in the evening,
at the supper hour. At these two Dpe-
riods of the day, more people are lis-
tening in on their local stations than
at any other time, as later on in the
evening they prefer to tune in for long-
distance stations.

For announcements such as we are
making over the radio, as indicated in
the following paragraphs, we pay $2
each; and even if we were obliged .o
vay $5, we would consider it worth-
while advertising. In some cases it
may be possible to get the radio station
to take such announcements as news
items, for which there is no charge.

Sample Announcement, No. 1.—* Our
local listeners who live in the vicinity
of Grand and White Streets have no
doubt noticed a group of men putting
up a large white tent on that corner.
All our listeners are invited to visit
this tent to-morrow night at 7: 30, to
hear the first of a very important and
interesting series of Bible lectures, to
be given each evening by Evangelist
, a speaker to whom you will
enjoy listening, as he makes the Bible
intensely interesting and plain. You
will also enjoy the music, which ig
conducted by Mr. Smith, a singing

‘evangelist from New York City, who is

assisted by a large chorus of well-
trained voices. You certainly should
not miss even the first qof this series
of Bible lectures, which begin to-mor-
row night at 7: 30, in the large white
tent on the corner of Grand and White
Streets, right here in These lec-
tures are free, and all are cordially in-
vited to attend.”

Sample Announcement, No. 2-—
“ Health is never appreciated until we
lose it. Wouldn't you like to know
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how to keep well, and how to make
sick people well?
prised to find how easy it is to learn
how to treat successfully at home
many cases of sickness. You are in-
vited to join the class in practical nurs-
ing and healthful cookery now being
organized, which will meet every
Wednesday evening, at seven o’clock,
in the Seventh-day Adventist church,
located on the corner of First and
Third Streets, here in There
will be no charge for this instruction,
given by a capable instructor. Cer-
tainly you should not miss this oppor-
tunity to learn how to preserve your
health and that of your family. Come
to-morrow evening, at seven o’clock, to
t. » church on the corner of First and
Third Strests. If you wish further in-
formation as to the course to be given,
you may telephone Springfield 407-W.
Remember the zourse is free.”

By forming this class in practical
nursing and healthful cookery to meet
in the .church just preceding the
weekly prayer meeting, it is often the
case that people who have come for
the instruction will be sufficiently in-
terested to remain to the prayer meet-
ing, and through this means they ‘may
be won to the truth.

G. I. STEVENS.
Audburn, N. Y.

Reforms Not Popular.— I find that
when we give the tea, coffee, tobacco,
and meat lectures, we thin down our
audience almost the same as we do
when we give the Sabbath question in
the gospel series. These things have
reform in them as well as do our gospel
lectures. Na part of our message can
ride on a high wave of popularity if it
is given in the spirit of the message,
which is the essence of reform. Never-
theless, these health lectures always
bring us additional people, and this
work being a part of God’s message
helps us to do a perfect work for the
people. And so when they esme into
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You will be sur--

the truth they will be far more sub-
stantial than they otherwise would be.

J. G. WHITE.
Sacramento, Calif.

Gospel Finance
(Concluded from page 9)

automobiles, stocks, and bonds; and
the possessor who is bound to them
will be destroyed also. Let us seek
to be more faithful in leading our
people to lay up their treasures in
heaven, and thus center the heart’s
affection upon the realities of eternity.

Lacombe, Alberta.

The Minister’s Books

Reading Course and Reviews

Joys of a Companionable Book

A Goop book!
heart,

A friend, in truth, in joy or grief thou art;

If T but choose thee wigely, then indeed

Thou shalt truly minister to my soul’s need.

A chan%e acquaintance met in library or
store

May often prove a friend worth knowing
more.

However well I know those I love best,

I never can exhaust their wealth or interest.

A book that’s much bethumbed and read

Joyous companion of my

again

And then once more, is friendly as the best
of men.

A good book truly an eternal friend may be;

Itself remains complete, it yet becomes a
part of you and me.

— Ward Macauley.

Echoes From the Field

It is an old saying, “ Straws show
which way the wind is blowing,” and
on this same principle we may form
some estimate of the impressions be-
ing made by the Reading Course selec-
tions for 1929 and the reception which
is accorded them, by statements in
current correspondence. In connection
with past Reading Courses it has not
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been an unusual thing to receive let-
ters in which kindly caution is given
against including too many books in
the course, thereby making the amount
of reading too heavy for ease and
profit; but even before the dawn of
1929 a number of ambitious readers
have reported the completion of the
1929 course, with the exception of one
or two of the books, and so keen is the
interest and enjoyment in the books
read as to lead the Reading Course
committee to wonder if the course this
yvear is sufficient for extended study. It
is apparent, however, that the degree
of interest is the best gauge on quan-
tity reading.

The following extracts from letters
refer not only to the Reading Course
selections, but also open the gate into
the field of “ elective” volumes which
are being chosen by ministers as of
special interest. It will be a feature of
due significance and added interest to
summarize the various books which
enter into the study of Seventh-day
Adventist ministers and workers, and
when this summary is made possible
near the close of 1929, it will be of
value in its suggestive merit as to the
theme or themes in which there is
most widespread interest.

“The Reading Course books have
arrived, and the one by E. W. Smith,
entitled, ‘ The Desire of All Nations,’ I
have already read with the greatest of
interest. There is real life and prac-
tical experience disclosed in that book.”
— L. R. ConNrADI, Ministerial Associa-
tion Secretary, Central European Divi-
sion.

“1 have read two of the 1929 books
already —° The Coming of the Com-
forter’ and ‘The Desire of All Na-
tions.” To my mind, the worth of the
entire first volume is summed up in
the truth that the Holy Spirit makes
effectual what Christ accomplished on
the cross by His resurrection and by
His ascension, and that faith lays hold
of this accomplished work, and that
means a living Christ in the soul. The
desire of my soul is to be used by the
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Holy Spirit for the finishing of God’s
work. The reading of ‘ The Desire of
All Nations’ awakened in my own
heart a sense of need of a new vision
of the world’s claim upon the Chris-
tian. May the Holy Spirit bring this
vision to us all.L”—B. M. GARTON,
Seward, Nebr.

“The inclosed enrollment card tells
its own story. 1 will say, however,
that I read the book by Jowett ten
years ago, but am reading it again.
For the ‘elective’ reading I am begin-
ning with four small books of 176
pages each: ‘Kept for the Master’s
Use,” ‘The Greatest Thing in the
World, ‘ Stepping Heavenward, ‘Like
Christ” But these are not all the
books planned for the year to come.
Such reading is profitable, and has a
greater influence in molding character
than one realizes.”—H. P. WaLpo,
Alma, Mich.

“I am sending my enrollment for
1929. I have already begun on ‘The
Great Controversy,” and enjoy it just as
much as though this were the first in-
stead of the twelfth time I have read
this wonderful book. I anticipate much
pleasure in perusing the set of books.”
— B. L. Posrt, Superior, Wis.

“Y am glad to enroll for the 1929
Reading Course. During the past year
I was on the move so much of the time,
traveling many miles by automobile,
that I did not have time for reading as
I would have enjoyed; and now, for
the first time, I am able to give atten-
tion to the Reading Course as a whole.
T shall begin reading ‘ The Great Con-
troversy’ at once, and take up the
other books in order the first of the
year.”— C. A. PurooM, Sheridan, Wyo.

“I have read the chapter on ‘The
Penny and Missions’ in the book en-
titled ¢ The Desire of All Nations,” and
it makes me feel that I want to do
something more than I am doing. I
am sending my full share through the
regular channels, but in addition to
this I would like to give $50 each
quarter of the New Year as an ‘extra.’
Could this be arranged?”—A Lay
MEeMBER in Connecticut.
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EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPTS

SusstrruTes! — Music, our health message, visual illusfrations, and
scientific lectures are surely proper and essential when used as God
designs — as adjuncts, not substitutes for a waning spiritual power. But
when they become simply drawing cards to compensate for lost magnet-
ism in the presentation of the uplifted cross, they become a subtle
delusion and an actual peril to the evangelist, however helpful they are
to the people. Let us not make a wrong use of a right thing.

NEGLECTED! — We have stressed the coming deliverance from the
presence of sin at the second coming of Christ, but we have failed to
deal as we should with the present problem of sin’s power pending that
blessed day. Salvation embraces forgiveness for the guilt of sin and
deliverance from the power of sin, as well as future freedom from the
presence of sin. This ought we to stress, and not leave the other un-
stressed. ILet us preach a balanced gospel as the Bible declares it.

SPIRITUAL! —“ He is a spiritual man.” Just what do you mean by
that expression? A man may be very religious, very ardent, very pious,
very productive, very efficient, and most exemplary from the viewpoint
of ethics, religious achievements, and human morality, and not be spirit-
ual. A man is spiritual only as he i8 Spirit filled. Human piety, moral-
ity, or righteousness is not to be confused therewith. God wants
spiritual men in the ministry, not merely ardent religious directors.
They are the ones whom God will use to finish the assigned task of this
movement. God make us all truly spiritual men.

SaBeATHS! — Does a preacher need a Sabbath, or is his mortal frame
of dust so constituted that he can work on seven days a week, month in
and year out, without let down and relaxation? With him, Sabbath
responsibilities are often the heaviest of the week. Yet the fourth com-
mandment which we herald to the world specifies one day’s rest in
seven, even for beasts, and theirs is purely @ physical rest. God did
not design the human body for continuous, nninterrupted labor, even for
Him. Some of us in our intemperance are presuming on God’s mercy.
‘We who preach the observance of both letter and spirit of the law to
others, should keep it ourselves. A reform is needed within as well as
without, for God doesrn’t want abbreviated lives of usefulness.

RepuraTIoN! — The world knows us chiefly as Bible students, propa-
gandists, proselyters, compassing land and sea with our amazing mission
program, and as zealous preachers of our distinctive doctrines. Do they
know us equally well as men and women of outstanding fellowship with
God, of power in prayer, of victory over the power of sin? Are we who
are heralding the chronology of the times as ardently developing char-
acters commensurate with the times, both in our own lives and in the
lives of those we touch and teach? Above all professed followers of
Christ in the world, we of the true, remnant church should be known
as the outstanding Christians of the world. L. E. F,
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