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NOTES AND NOTICES

Information and Sundry Items

— S ——

¢ Go to the woods, and watch the leaves of au-
tumn fall. Down they come in profusion till
they blanket the earth, not with a single layer,
but piled and banked
LIKE FLUTTERING high and deep in al-
LEAVES OF AUTUMN most prodigal extrav-
. agance. Sometimes
falling gently and silently, at other times
driven by the tempest’s blast, they mneverthe-
less cushion the forest, ultimately forming
a mulch that enriches the soil and makes
it flourish and fructify. Meantime, they form
a protective covering that preserves the ten-
der plants and sensitive roots from winter’s
deadly chill. Then think of the advent. lit-
erature that, like those fluttering leaves of au-
tumn, is to cover this old earth, not with a sin-
gle layer, but likewise piled high and deep—
cumulatively, repeatedly, increasingly—per-
haps in seeming extravagance. Some of these
leaves may be burned. But even from their
ashes, enrichment of the soil takes place.
Packed down, watered by the latter rain, and
given time, these masses of message literature
of all forms, shapes, and kinds will provide
those life-giving elements to God’s tender plants
and towering trees and will cause them to
spring forth gloriously in the eternal summer-
tide of the earth made new, after the long death
chill of sin’s winter is over and the thousand
years of millennial desolation is past. We have
not yet begun to fulfill the specified blanketing
of earth with our literature like the leaves of
autumn. It is high time that it be under way.
This is one of the universal tasks of the church
—for young and old, layman and worker, rich
and poor, one and all. No one can tell which
leaf will prove effective, this or that. Often it
is the eumulative, combined effectiveness of the
many that produces vesults. Therefore we
should watch not so much for the returns of a
single leaf, as for the joint results of the whole
divinely called-for provision. In it all, our
ministry must take the lead.

€ HE who misuses the Spirit of prophecy is
as verily a perverter of the faith—despite his
high professions—as he who disdains or neg-
lectg it. There are thrée attitudes pursued to-
ward the gift: (1) its proper use, (2) its abuse,
and (3) its neglect or disregard. And the sec-
ond is often as sinister as the third. Professing
allegiance to the heavenly counsels, this second
group distorts and misappropriates them to bol-
ster a preconception, and thus not only misses
the real message but perverts its intent and
does despite to the gift.

¢ ProrHECY is God telling us beforehand what
will come to pass; history is man telling us
what, -in the providence of God, has taken place.
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€ A rmrtep quantity of back numbers of THE
MINISTRY—nearly all issues of all years since
it appeared in printed form in 1928—is avail-
able. Because of limited gpace, we are willing
to dispose of some of these back numbers. Li-
braries will be given preference over individ-
uals in case we are unable to fill all requests.
The regular single-copy price (previous to Sep-
tember, 1943, when the subscription price was
raised) has been fifteen cents a copy, and this
price will be charged. Some may wonder why
we charge more accordingly for a single copy
than we do for a year’s subscription, but back
numbers are usually scarce, and orders for old
numbers are often harder to fill than orders for
current issues. Furthermore, these back num-
bers have been filed and stored away, and it
takes more time to locate them. We receive
many requests for back numbers during the
course of a year, and are always glad to fur-
nish these when they are available. Here is
an excellent opportunity to secure missing num-
bers and complete your files.

¢ A rivmitep number of ministerial leaflets,
printed years ago, are available for the asking.
Those still in print are: The Message of Deliv-
erance, by 0. Montgomery; Righteousness in
Christ, by Carlyle B. Haynes.

There are also quantities of former Minis-
terial Reading- Course leaflets which will be
sent free for the asking. These are:

The Preacher and His Books, Read or Perish,
and Widen Your Intellectual Horizon, by J. D.
Snider; The Minister and His Reading, by Car-
lyle B. Haynes.

These leaflets were sent to our MINISTRY majil-

ing list in the past, but some may have been -

missed, and we have many new readers now.

Address your request to the Ministerial As-
sociation, General Conference Building, Takoma
Park, Washington 12, D. C.

€ A sucGESTION on selecting a gift for some of
the names on your list appears on page 46. A
special offer, made in the December MINISTRY,
is repeated there. Read it.

€ CAReFUL attention is given each month to
furnishing contributors’ copies to those who
write for these columns. We check the name
of each writer to see whether any are not re-
ceiving THE MINISTRY, and send a copy to those
who may not be on the list. We are always
glad to send extra copies to any contributor,
free of charge, of any number in which his ma-
terial appears.

¢ TeHE 1944 Bulletin of our Theological Sem-
inary covering the three terms—winter, spring,
and summer—is now available. Our newly ap-
pointed president, D. E. Rebok, invites all in-
terested workers to send for a copy. It has a
gratifyingly comprehensive list of courses, sev-
eral of them never offered before, which com-
passes the needs of all groups in the graduate
and general fields. A detailed announcement of
the courses offered appears on page 45.
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1 It is perilous to launch an offensive
without reserves. Therefore—

Build Up Your Reserves

By WILLIAM A. SCHARFFENBERG, Associate Secretary,
General Conference Home Missionary Department

camp meetings, “That man knows what

he is talking about. You know, you can
tell as soon as a man opens his lips whether he
has anything to say or not. Some men have a
message, and others do not.”

An Army chaplain located in one of our Army
camps had just finished conducting his morn-
ing service. The boys were leaving the chapel.
You could tell by the expression on their faces
that they had been profoundly affected by the
service they had just attended. One of the boys
remarked, ‘“Chaplain surely knows what he
is talking about.” Another boy said, “This is a
quality rarely seen among chaplains today. I
surely love to hear thig chaplain speak, and I
am not going to miss one of the services if I ean
possibly help it. He speaks with authority, and
I feel as though I have really got something
out of the service.”

Did not the layman and these boys hit the
nail on the head? Should not our ministers
know whereof they speak, and speak as those
having authority?

Christ held the attention and the interest of
the congregation to the very close of the serv-
ice. It is said of Christ, that after He had de-
livered His message, He “sat down. And the
eyes of all them that were in the synagogue
were fastened on Him.” ILuke 4:20. Referring
to Christ’s preaching, Luke remarked that the
people “were astonished at His doctrine: for

SAID one layman to another, at one of our

“His word was with power.” Luke 4:32. The

people were amazed when Christ spoke, for He
spoke as one having authority, and as a result
“the fame of Him went out into every place of
the country round about.” Verse 37.

It is this same power that our laymen expect
their ministers to have. Is this standard set by
laymen too high or too difficult of attainment?

‘We are confident that the readers of TeE MIN-
1sTRY Wwill agree that the standard is not too
high, and that our ministers should speak with
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authority and have a power in their lives that
will attract the attention of men and women to
this message. We are confident that our min- -
isters everywhere are longing for this power
in their own individual lives.

The question that arises in the minds of all
is, How can I individually receive that power
in my own life? Can I acquire this power
through my own efforts, or is it something that
is passed out by the Lord to a chosen few? Is
this power something that lies dormant within
me now, or does it come from without? If we
take the view that it comes from within our-
selves, some will say that we are trying to
work out our own salvation. If, on the other
hand, we take the view that this power comes
from above and from without, the tendency will
be to feel that the individual has nothing what-
ever to do with it—that the Lord has selected
certain individuals and imbued them with this
power, and hence, there is nothing that we can
do about it.

Divine Power Surcharges Human Effort

Neither one of these answers is wholly cor-
rect, although there is a certain amount of
truth in each, for the old saying that “the Lord
helps those who help themselves” holds good
in spiritual matters as well as in material
things. No man can secure this power who is
not living close to the Lord, the source of all
wisdom. On.the other hand, no man can secure
this power who is indifferent, lazy, and indo-
lent, or does not exert himself to the limit to
acquire the knowledge and the wisdom that are
so essential to success in religious as well as
secular work.

The divine working through the human, and
the human working in co-operation and under
the direction of the divine—this is what pro-
duces power in a person’s life. “The Spirit of
the Lord is upon me,” should be the experience
of every worker. The Lord will do His part
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if we will do our part, for He has promised to
be with us even unto the end. This discussion
will deal primarily with our part.

“We must not enter into the Lord's work haphazard,
and expect success. The Lord needs men of mind; men
of thought. Jesus calls for co-workers, not blunderers.
God wants right-thinking, and intelligent men to do
the great work necessary to the salvation of souls.”
—Testimonies, Vol. IV, p. 67.

What the Lord needs, then, is men of mind,
men of thought—in other words, thinking men.
How are men of mind, men of thought, think-
ing men, produced? and how long a period of
time does it take to produce men of this kind?
Can it be done overnight? Will a two-week
course in a ministerial institute do it? Will
a four-year college course accomplish it, or a
term or so at the Seminary? Not necessarily.
It is possible to attend hundreds of institutes,
to complete a four-year college course, and pur-
sue advance courses at the Seminary, and yet
not acquire the ability to think—to think things
through for ourselves.

The first essential to successful thinking is a
bountiful supply of the materials used in think-
ing. The second essential is the tool used in
thinking. The tool has been given to each one
of us. That tool that does the thinking, or uses
the materials that produce the thought, is the
mind. Ehch of us has that, but the materials
that are used in thinking are acquired. The
amount of materials that we acquire during
our lifetime depends on ourselves individually,
The tool which is used in thinking can, through
exercise, be developed and become a mighty
power, but, in order to become a mighty force,
the mind must have an abundance of materials
available. All things being equal, that mind
which has the richest supply of materials used
in thinking will produce the greatest and
strongest structure.

Some individuals remind me of an old Chi-
nese peanut vender who frequently passed up
and down our street in Shanghai. He carried
his entire stock of trade about with him. His
whole outfit, including the peanuts, could be
purchased for about a dollar. That was his en-
tire capital. He had no reserves to draw upon.

- My mind passes on to a great peanut dealer,

a wholesaler, in North China. When I last saw
him he was storing away peanuts in bags by
the hundreds of thousands, in large warehouses.
I had never before seen so many peanuts. He
was ready for any eventuality. He had plenty
of reserves on hand. When the financial panic
swept over the country in 1933, the smaller
dealers were wiped out. The man with the re-
serves, the capital, weathered the storm.

Are you, my fellow worker, prepared to
weather the storm? Do yvou have the necessary
reserves that will tide you over in the crisis?
Should not every minister have at his immedi-
ate command a wealth of facts, data, illustra-
tions, and experiences that he can, if necessary,
draw upon at a moment’s notice? The enemy
is consolidating his forces. He will strike at
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the most unexpected time and in the most un-
expected place—and strike at our weak point.
Be prepared to call up your reserves when that
occurs. It is not safe for an army to launch
an offensive without reserves. And it is un-
wise, most unwise, for any minister to launch
an evangelistic effort or to stand before the peo-
ple without an abundant supply of reserves.
Set aside a little time each day. Consider this
time sacred time, and store up a supply of re-
serves that your mind can draw upon at any
time and at any place. Be prepared for any
emergency.

Qur first task, therefore, is to acquire an
abundant supply of materials—materials stored
away in our warehouse. Strange as it may
seem, even though the worker may not possess
a large supply of materials, if he will exercise
his mind and use these materials, if he will

~devise ways and means of securing more mate-

rials and keep up this babit, in time he will have
acquired a storehouse well packed with the ma-
terials needed for successful thinking. Hig mind
then becomes a powerhouse. All human energy
comes from within ourselves. We are there-
fore our own powerhouse. “Oh. that everyone
might realize that he is the arbiter of his own
destiny. Your happiness for this life and for
the future life—the immortal life—lies with
yourself,” we are told by the Spirit of the Lord.
This in itself is a wonderful thought.

The reason many who are qualified to do ex-
cellent work fail to accomplish much in this
life is that they fail to attempt much., They
pass through life as though they had no great
objective for which to live, no high standards
to reach. These individuals, we are told
through the Spirit of prophecy, “need to disei-
pline the mind by exercise. They should force
it to think. While they depend upon someone
to think for them, to solve their difficulties,
and they refuse to tax the mind with thought,
the inability to remember, to look ahead and
discriminate, will continue. Efforts must be
made by every individual to edncate the mind.”
—Testimonies, Vol. I, p. 188.

Be Earnest in Acquiring Knowledge

What efforts are you making to acquire the
materials needed to develop as a man of
thought? Over and over again the Spirit of
the Lord has emphasized the importance of all
our workers’ spending a portion of each day
in the diligent study and the acquisition of
knowledge. “Men of God must be diligent in
study, earnest in the acquirement of knowledge,
never wasting an hour. Through persevering
exertion they may rise to almost any degree of
eminence as Christians, as men of power and
influence.”—Id., Vol. IV, p. }11.

Knowledge is gained through observation, ex-
perience, and reading. One prominent edu-
cator once said that every man receives two
educations—the one he receives from others;
and the other, and most important, the one
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which he gives to himself. We are dealing
primarily with the latter. What sort of edu-
cation are you giving yourself? Are you ob-
serving? Do you learn from experience? What
are your reading habits? Many facts, impor-
tant faects, and much knowledge, practical
knowledge, can be gained from developing right
reading habits. Just what sort of reading hab-
its do you have?

“The reading habits of clergymen,” according
to a study made by Harold Lancour, librarian
of Cooper Union, “are slovenly, without plan
or discipline, and fall short of the standard one
would expect of a group with such a high edu-
- cational background and so rich an opportunity
for intellectual leadership.” Mr. Lancour came
to this conclusion after examining the answers
to a questionnaire which he had mailed to the
students of Union Theological Seminary. Eight-
een Protestant denominations were represented
in this survey.

Are the reading habits of Seventh-day Advent-
ist ministers and other gospel workers slovenly,
without plan or discipline? Do they fall short
of the standard one would expect of a group of
Seventh-day Adventist ministers? These are
questions- that should set us to thinking, for
“the Lord needs men of mind, men of thought.”

“God does not want us to be conterit with.

lazy, undisciplined minds, dull thoughts, and
loose memories.”—Counsels to Teachers, p. 506.

To arouse the public, to hold their attention,

.to create in them an interest in this message,

demands a ministry that is wide-awake, a min-
istry that is keen, minigsters who are deep stu-
dents of His Word, the Spirit of prophecy writ-
ings, history, science, and current literature of
the day. Events are moving with great rapid-
ity. Great changes are taking place. Do we as
God’s representatives realize the solemnity of
the days in which we are living? Do we com-
prehend the headlines that are appearing in the
daily papers? Do we understand.the currents
that are sweeping over the world, the events
that seem to be beyond the control of any one
man or group of men? Do you realize, my
brother, sister, that these are the agencies that
God is using to arouse men and women to a
sense of their danger? When we speak, do we
speak with authority and with power, or are
our sermons listless and out of tune with the
times in which we are living?

If workers will treasure each moment, will
utilize the spare minutes waiting for meals and
appointments, and the time spent in traveling
about from place to place, knowledge can be ac-
quired that will, if used, become a mighty factor
and power in their lives. Let us follow the
practice of keeping a book continually in hand
—such as the new Ministerial Reading Course
volumes—and using fragments of time for read-
ing and careful thought.

“Men in responsible positions should improve con-
tinually. They must not anchor upon an old experi-
ence, and feel that it is not necessary to become scien-
tific workers. Man, although the most helpless of God’s
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creatures when he comes into the world, and the most
perverse in his nature, is nevertheless capable of con-
stant advancement. He may be enlightened by sci-
ence, ennobled by virtue, and may progress in mental
and moral dignity, until he reaches a perfection of
intelligence and a purity of character but little lower
than the perfection and purity of angels.”—Testimo-
nies, Vol. IV, p. 93.

Let us as workers in this cause strive to the
utmost to reach the high standards set before
us. If we will do our part, the Lord will do
His part, and we will have the power in our
lives that will influence men and women for
Christ.

Paul and His Reading

“The cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus, when
thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but espe-
cially the parchments.” 2 Tim. 4:13.

AUL was a lover of good literature. When
. .. he was a prisoner in a cold, damp dun-
geon in Rome, expecting to hear any day just
when and how he must give up his life, three
things he wanted tell us what most occupied his
mind.. He wanted comfort, for he was chilling
to the bone; so he asked to have his cloak
brought. He wanted friendship, for he was
lonely for the companionship of those he loved;
g0 he asked Timothy to come at once. And
he wanted stimulation for his mind, for he
loved to read; so he asked Timothy to bring
along his books, especially his parchments.

Just so have all great souls loved their books
and have reveled in their companionship. . . .
You should cultivate that love for books for
the sense of power that comes in discovering
the secrets of the more abundant life. . . .

You should cultivate that love for books for
the joy of watching yourself grow in the inner
life. The psychologist tells us that the average
person never attains to more than five per cent
of his mental and spiritual powers, when he
could, just as well attain to 75 per cent. He "~
attains to no greater percentage of his capac-
ities for growth because he will not learn to en-
joy the opportunity to think or read. The mind
is entrusted to us as a stewardship just as
money is, and before the judgment bar of God
some of us must answer why we did not more
wonderfully develop the use of our minds for
His glory. .

David Livingstone was so determined on a
useful career that he attended a night school
provided by his employers; studied at home on
his Latin until his mother put out the candle;
snatched the oddest moments at his labor to
pursue his study; and did not stop short until
he finally secured a university education which
enabled him to become the outstanding mis-
sionary, scholar, scientist, explorer, and re-
former of all time. . . . If any man ever ap-
proached 100 per cent in the cultivation and
use of his mental and spiritual powers, it was
Livingstone.—R. W. Winger, in the Religious
Digest, August.
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VITAL “TESTIMONY” COUNSELS
Reprinted From Periodical Articles

— ——

Beginning with this issue, we shall publish a series
of highly important messages given through the Sm‘r.it
of prophecy, not commonly available. Their velue will
be self-evident. Our workers will surely wish to pre-
serve and to use them.—EDITORS.

Interchangé of Holiday Gifts

THE holiday season is fast approaching with
its interchange of gifts, and old and young are

intently studying what they can bestow upon .

their friends as a token of affectionate remem-
brance. It is pleasant to receive a gift, how-
ever small, from those we love. It is an assur-
ance that we are not forgotten, and seems to
bind us to them a little closer. .

Brethren and sisters, while you’ are devising
gifts for ome another, I would remind you of
our heavenly Friend, lest you should be un-
mindful of His claims. Will He not be pleased
if we show that we have not forgotten Him?
Jesus, the Prince of life, gave all to bring sal-
vation within our reach. . . .

It is through Christ that we receive every
blessing. . Shall not our heavenly Bene-
factor share in the tokens of our-gratitude and
love? Come, brethren and sisters, come with
your children, even the babes in your arms,
and bring your offerings to God according to
your ability. Make melody to Him in your
hearts, and let His praise be upon your lips. . ..

‘While urging upon all the duty of first bring-
ing their offerings to God, I would not wholly
condemn the practice of making Christmas and
New Year’s gifts to our friends. It is right to
bestow upon one another tokens of love and
remembrance if we do not in this forget God,
our best friend. We should make our gifts such
as will prove a real benefit to the receiver.—
Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, Dec. 26,
1882.

The Landmarks Defined

And Their Relation to the Receiving and
Disseminating of Advanced Light

IN Minneapolis God gave precious gems of
truth to His people in new settings. This
light from heaven by some was rejected with
all the stubbornness the Jews manifested in re-
jecting Christ, and there was much talk about
standing by the old landmarks. But there was
evidence they knew not what the old landmarks
were. There was evidence and there was rea-

soning from the Word that commended itself

to the conscience; but the minds of men were
fixed, sealed against the entrance of light, be-
cause they had decided it was a dangerous er-
ror removing the “old landmarks” when it was
not moving a peg of the old landmarks, but
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they had perverted ideas of what constituted
the old landmarks.

The passing of the time-in 1844 was a period
of great events, opening to our astonished eyes
the cleansing of the sanctuary transpiring in
heaven, and having decided relation to God’s
people upon the earth, [also] the first and sec-
ond angels’ messages and the third, unfurling
the banner on which was inscribed, “The com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” One
of the landmarks under this message was the
temple of God, seen by His truth-loving people
in heaven, and the ark containing the law of
God. The light of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment flashed its strong rays in the
pathway of the transgressors of God’s law. The
nonimmortality of the wicked is an old land-
mark. I can call to mind nothing more that
can come under the head of the old landmarks.
All this cry about changing the old landmarks
is all imaginary.

Now at the present time God designs a new
and fresh impetus shall be given to His work.
Satan sees this, and he is determined it shall
be hindered. He knows that if he can deceive
the people who claim to believe present truth,
[and make them believe that] the work the
Lord designs to do for His people is a remov-

-ing of the old landmarks, something which they

should, with most determined zeal, resist, theh
he exults over the deception he has led them to
believe. The work for this time has certainly
been a.surprising work of various hindrances,
owing to the false setting of matters before the
minds of many of our people. That which is
food to the churches is regarded as dangerous,
and should not be given them. And this slight
difference of ideas is allowed to unsettle the
faith, to cause apostasy, to break up unity, to
sow discord, all because they do not know what
they are striving about themselves. Brethren,
is it not best to be sensible? Heaven is looking
upon us all, and what can they think of recent
developments? While in this condition of
things, building up barriers, we not only de-
prive ourselves of great light and precious ad-
vantages, but just now, when we so much need
it, we place ourselves where light cannot be
communicated from heaven that we ought to
communicate to others. Never can the heart
[be] stirred up with envy, with evil-surmising,
with evil reports, but the intellect becomes un-
balanced, and cannot decide correctly any con-
troverted point.—E. G. White MS 13, 1889.
(See Counsels to Editors, pp. 21, 22.)

XN X

€ Ir we will but accept them in the right way,
the challenge of critics, the attacks of opposers,
and the criticism of friends will prove a bless-
ing in disguise by driving us to deeper, more
comprehensive study. They will force us to
find new evidences, stronger reasons, more in-
vulnerable proofs. Thus our enemies are often
our best friends—though without benevolent
design.
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AUTUMN COUNCIL HIGH LIGHTS

Matters of Moment to All Workers

.tions that vitally concern all workers.

e e

—

Vital Actions That Concern Ali Workers

HE 1943 Autumn Council, recently held at

Washington, D. C., is now history. A full

report of this important gathering of our
leaders, the various actions passed, -and the ap-
proval.of the largest budget in our history will
appear in the Review and Herald, the news me-
dium of the church. But there are certain ac-
These
are therefore reproduced here.

First, there is “A Call to Universal Evange-
listic Advance.” This solemn call, which sum-
mons every group and resource, should be most
carefully and prayerfully studied by every
reader of THE MIinisTrRY. Our individual rela-
tionship and responsibility thereto should be
clearly determined. It is a summons that calls
for more than mere assent. It seeks for re-
sponsive action. Through the months to come,

leaders in the various groups enumerated will -

make representative responses in THE MiINIs-
Try and will develop the various points set
forth.

This call should not be permitted to become
merely another set of recommendations in a
familiar field. We will continue on for decades
in this old world, if our present pace is not
changed. The slowness of our mnet advance
should startle us,. and this solemn challenge
should grip us. Readjustments of emphasis are
necessary, and the advance called for is long
past due. Let us remember that this is the
call of the General Conference Committee in
full Council session. The weight of its appeal
should not be lost upon any.

A Call to Universal Evangelistic Advance

WHEREAS, Time is waxing late, and we are years
behind the divine schedule for the finishing of the
gospel commission ; and, .

WaEREAS, Both the Scriptures and the Spirit of
propbecy writings reveal that our great evangelistic
mission will be consummated amid the abnormal con-
ditions of international upheaval, war, famine, pesti-
lence, and perplexity, as well as restrictive develop-
ments in the political, social, and religious worlds;
and,

WHEREAS, These very conditions and prospects have
awakened unprecedented anxiety, and a desire on the
part of many in all parts of the world to know the
meaning of these strange times, and to find the peace
and comfort of God and His present message to man-
kind ; and, .

WHEREAS, This is a time of unprecedented increase
of conference funds, and of potential worker power in
the number of ministeriat and Bible instructor stu-
dents in training for service at the home base and
overseas ; therefore,
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We recommend, That a universal call b
fron3 this Washington Autumn Council of 1e94s§ mslglig
moning our workers and people to arise and ﬁniéh the
work committed into our hands—that of the threefold
message of Revelation 14; recasting our plans and re-
adjusting our emphasis so as to make every effort bend
to‘ the one supreme purpose of completing our specifie
witness to mankind. To this end we selemnly ecall
upon every group, and summon every resource of the
a_dvent movement to engage in this “all-out,” con-
thuoqs evangelistic advance. “To implement thi’s great
objective, we urge the following comprehensive pro-
gram :

1. That we call upon our workers and peo joi

us in humbling ourselves hefore God, segxinl;lefggg’i?:
ness for our indifference and tardiness in finishing the
work cpmmitted to us; acknowledging our meagerness
of spiritual power and fervor, and pleading for that
engllnlemelit of the Ho]thpirit which has been promised
—the outpouring of the latter rain i i i
earth’s final harvest. in which will ripen
" 2. That we capitalize upon the impressive -
tunity :}fforded by the one hundredth panniversgfylr) O;f
the beginning of God’s great judgment hour, making
the centennial year, 1944, a time for special review
and emphasis of the fundamentals of the advent mes-
sage both among our churches and in evangelistic
efforts for those not of our faith.

3.‘That we summon all evangelistic workers to a
continuous evangelistic crusade which will compass
thp world field with increasing power until our com-
missioned task of evangelism is finished.

_4._That we urge our union and local conference and
mission com}nittees to lay ever-broadening plans to
compass their respective territories with evangelistic
efforts in tent, hall, tabernacle, church, and open air,
as well as through the radio, remembering especially
the still-unentered rural sections and towns, while
placing strong emphasis upon the cities and metro-
politan areas, putting all possible funds and personnel
into direct evangelism.

5. That we call upon all departmental workers to
stress particularly the soul-winning aspect of their
work, simplifying all other activities and interests that
consume undue time and scatter their efforts.

6. That our Sabbath school leadership strongly en-
courage the recruiting of new members, the organiza-
tion of branch Sabbath schools and Sunday schools,
earnest personal work, and other distinctively soul-
winning features, in order that the Sabbath school
may be definitely evangelistic in all its service.

7. That we urge our youth in training for the
ministry, Bible instructor work, and singing evange-
lism to set as their goal evangelism in its varied phases
in home base and mission land.

8. That we ask our conferences to adhere strictly to
the stipulations of the Ministerial Internship plan,
that call for our interns and younger workers to be
held to direct evangelism in these early years of their |,
ministerial gervice. ’

9. That we summon our young people to a great
youth-for-youth crusade to win those not of our faith,
giving emphasis to this endeavor in our evangelistic
efforts.

10. That we <call upon our colleges and training
schools throughout the world to focus their instruction
upon those lines that will inspire and equip an ever-
increasing army of youth for all phases of soul-winning
endeavor.
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11. That we summon our doctars, nurses, dentists,
and medical technicians in private practice, and in our
sanitariums, to join in a great medical misgionary ad-
vance, with the winning of. souls through the health
approach as their supreme goal, and that these en-
deavors be closely integrated with our evangelistic
efforts.

12. That we encourage our laymen to make active
missionary work—Ilay preaching, literature distribu-
tion, colporteur work, and home Bible studies—the
great purpose of life and activity.

13. That we call upon our publishing houses to pro-
vide evangelistic literature, even more winsome in its
appeal, in tract as well as in book and periodical form,
s0 as to cover the earth with our literature like the
leaves of autumn, and that we closely co-ordinate the
work of the colporteur with that of the evangelist.

14. That we urge upon our workers such thorough-
ness of insiruction and such soundness of conversion
that their converts will be fully integrated into the
throbbing heart of the advent movement, and losses
will be reduced and gains conserved.

15. That we call upon our pastors and district lead-
ers to so arrange their church activities as to carry
forward a continuous evangelistic program through
radio, press, and local efforts, closely co-ordinating
their efforts with special efforts conducted by visiting
evangelists, and the national radio hookup, thus glean-
ing the maximum fruitage of souls from all sources.

16. That we call upon our Theological Seminary to
give increasing prominence to evangelistic preaching,
evangelistic methods, advanced Bible instructor tech-

. nique, personal and pastoral methods, and denomina-

tional history and Spirit of prophecy backgrounds
along with the standard basic courses in the graduate

field.

17. That we plan for a strong evangelistic co\mc_il
to precede the next General Conference, Where_t}us
program may be emphasized and perfected, thqs gwmg
further impetus to this full-rounded evangelistic ad-

vance.
Extension of Health Evangelism Course

Second, an advance step, likewise long over-
due, was taken in the voted expansion of the
Health Evangelism Course, to establish an East-
ern as well as a Western section. We bave been
altogether too slow in responding to the Spirit
of prophecy call, made years ago, for this very
provision ‘and emphasis.

The cause of evapgelism will be materially
augmented by this helpful arrangement. Ap-
proaches will be provided which hitherto have
been lacking on the part of many. And the
sane, balanced training offered will forestall
fads and extremes that have sometimes plagued
us in the past. Favored are our younger work-
ers who can receive this training at the begin-
ning of their public services. More on this will
appear in the Medical Missionary section.

WHEREAS, The hour has manifestly come for a re-
emphasis of the public-ministry methods of the Master,
making the teaching of the principles of healthful liv-
ing a vital part of our appointed evangelistic message,
thus giving the “right arm” its rightful p{ace in our
body of public teaching, and employing it to open
hearts to the presentation of other Bible truths; and,

WEHEREAS, It is highly desirable that there be offered
more widely to all gospel workers a well-balanced
health-education course which will afford a compre-
hensive understanding of basic health principles, avpxd
extremes and fads, make available authentic scientific
materials which the worker can use in his health
teachings, and set forth its effective co-ordination with
the gospel message : therefore,

* We recommend, 1. That the special Health Evange-
lism Course for gospel workers, recently begun at Loma
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Linda, hereafter be conducted in two sections, under
the joint auspices of the Medical and Educational De-
partments of the Gemneral Conference and the Minis-
terial Association, with the co-operation of the College
of Medical Evangelists and the Theological Seminary ;
the Western section being offered at Loma Linda, and
the Eastern section at the Seminary.

2. That essentially the same curriculum be offered
in the two sections, adapted to the special conditions
and needs of East and West,

3. That a committee, comprised of two representa-
tives of the Seminary faculty, two from the medical
college, and the secretaries of the General Conference
Medical and HEducational Departments, and of the
Ministerial Association, and Dr. H. W. Vollmer, who
has been fostering this project, work out the details
of the curriculum, gelect and co-ordinate instructors
for the various clasges in the two sections, and deter-
mine the time for the course to be offered at the
Seminary and at Loma Linda. The Medical Depart-
ment secretary shall be the chairman of this commit-
tee, and the boards of the medical college and the Sem-
inary shall appoint their respective representatives.

4. That provision for a budget, together with final
approval and authorization for these plams, shall be
vested in the General Conference Committee.

Allotment of 1944 Ministerial Internships

Qur theological students will be deeply in-
terested in the following Autumn Council rec-
ommendations, just passed, providing for 96
ministerial internships for 1944.

We recommend, That provision be made during 1944
for 96 ministerial internships, the allotment to be
made as follows:

1. That 74 interns be assigned to the several unions
as follows:

Atlantic ......... .7 Northern ......... 6
Canadian ......... 6 North Pacific ...... 7T
Central ......... .. 6 Pacific ...........13
Columbia .........10 Southern ......... 6
Lake ............. 8 Southwestern ..... 5

2. That 11 internships for colored workers be dis-
tributed by the General Conference Committee in coun-
sel with the various umion conferences.

3. That 11 internships be assigned to the Bureau of
Home Missions for distribution’ by the Minority Com-
mittee in counsel with the several union conferences.

In addition, the following “Extension of
Emergency Internship Plan” provides for a
large number of additional internships, beyond
the 96. (There were 41 of these in 1943.)

We recommend, That the emergency ministerial in-
ternship plan adopted April 19, 1943, which provides
for two years’ employment of theological graduates
from senior colleges, be extended to apply to theologi-
cal graduates of the year 1944; and further,

That the plan apply to Oakwood College theological
graduates of both 19438 and 1944.

MM M

GOD SEES THE OBSCURITIES.—Dr. Robert E.
Speer tells the story of an old sculptor, who was cut-
ting a figure that was to stand in a niche in the wall,
so that its back would never be seen. Yet he would
work with the same painstaking care on the back as
on the front.

Someone asked, “Why do you work 80 conscientiously
on the back of that figure? No one will see it.”

“Ah,” replied the sculptor, “God will always be
looking upon it.”

“I am not so sure,” continued Doctor Speer, “that
it is not on the obscurities of our lives that God looks
far.more than on what we regard as more important,
because men Jook thereupon. What God looks at, after
all, is what is back of the life.”—Pulpit Digest.
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A MORE EFFECTUAL MINISTRY

Efficient Evangelistic Methods and Pastoral Technique

—

Persuasion the Preacher’s Work

'

ERSUASION is the true ultimate of all

preaching, and yet how often we neglect

the study of this art and’its practice. John
A. Kern says in his book, The Ministry to the
Congregation:

“By the persuasive process in preaching we mean
the excitation of motives. For persuasion is addressed
to the will, and its materials are motives; that is to
say, it is by motives always and only that the will
is influenced. Knowledge and conviction are not
enough. To know one’s duty is not to do it, to see
is not to move; and the preacher’s aim is to induce
men to move, to influence them toward action. . . .

‘“Persuasion, then, is the ultimatum of preaching.
All else is subsidiary; this is the end. ‘For one,’ says
Bishop Pierce, ‘I cannot preach much at best, but X
cannot preach at all unless I have good hope of
achieving results. I want to see impressions, effects,
fruits, sinners awakened, souls converted, the church
happy.” And the language of Blaikie, in his history of
The Preachers of Scotland, is nope too strong: It
would mark & new era of pulpit power if preachers
realized the obligation to persuade, and coveted this
power as the best of pulpit gifts.’ "—Pages 232, 233.

‘A young man comes out of college and is told
to hold a series of meetings. Immediately he
is concerned with subject matter, advertising,
finance, musie, a good attendance, a voice, ap-
pearance, gestures, and many other worthy
things, but little thought is given to persua-
sion. It is one of the last things we consider,
but should be one of the first items for our
consideration.

This, at least, has been my early experience.
Persuasion was forgotten until the latter part
of the series of meetings. After the Sabbath
question had been fully presented and the mark
of the beast stage had been reached, then calls
and invitations were extended. From this time
onward to the close of the series, invitations
were given for people to give their hearts to the
Lord and to join the remunant band who are
looking for their Lord’s soon coming.

Importance of Persuading Early

As a young man in the ministry I had learned
this method from others by observation. This

method was continued, and with some sucecess, -

until a sad experience opened my eyes. An-
other young man and I held a series of meet-
ings in a tabernacle in a certain city in central
Illinois. 'The effort there was counted a suc-
cess, and when it was finished we started meet-
ings in an adjacent city, so that those who had
not as yet taken their stand and were still in-
terested in the message could attend the new
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By ARTHUR F. WELLMAN, Evangelist,
Central California Conference

series and thus be drawn over the decision line.

The third night of the new geries I was
speaking on the subject of the Lord’s second
coming, and a number of the newly baptized
members from the former effort were present.
A number of those still interested but not yet
baptized were also present, and then, of course,
a goodly number of new people were in at-
tendance. One couple was there who had at-
tended just a few of the former meetings and
who seemed very much interested. In fact, we
had baptized the wife’s three sisters and their
husbands, and by former contact with this
couple we had learned that they intended to
attend the new series regularly.

During the course of the presentation of the
sermon on this third night, no thought of an
appeal had occurred to me, but suddenly a
voice spoke to me and said, “Give the invita-
tion.” It was as if a person were behind me
who whispered in no uncertain tone and with
such force that I almost stopped preaching.
Personally, I am convinced that it was an angel
from heaven who spoke. I mentally whispered
back to my unseen counselor, ‘“You know, we
don't give the invitation during the first few
nights of the meetings:”

Then I looked at my congregation and found
that something had happened—many were in
tears. I looked at this young couple. The hus-
band was sitting with bowed head, leaning for-
ward a bit, with tears streaming from his eyes.
I had made no appeal, neither had I played
upon the emotions, yet something was happen-
ing to the people. The Spirit of God was pres-
ent, and in a very marked degree. God had
someone to save that night, even if it was early
in the series.

As I continued to preach, the voice spoke
often to me in the same way, repeating the ad-
monition, “Give the call,” and I argued back,
through ignorance, “We don’t give the invita-
tion so early in the series.,” 'Then.again it
came, “Give it now.” and my attention was di-
rected to this young couple. I said to the angel,
“They’ll be here every night. I can invite them

‘after they know more, when the time comes,

but not now.” This was a real conversation,
going on while I was preaching, and as real as
any I have ever had with a person of this
world.

At the close of the evening meeting, I took
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my stand at the doorway to shake hands with
our parting guests. Among the last to leave
were this young man and his wife. He came
up to me and with tears still in his eyes said,
“You won’t see us any more. Things have
changed and we leave in the morning for dis-
tant parts.” Then it was that I realized that
the invitation I was to give was for him. God
kpew he was leaving and had prepared his
beart for a full surrender. This was his night.
Now I did my best to make up for lost time
by urging him to give his heart to the Lord,
to follow the way, and to keep in fouch with
the message wherever he went. But in my
beart I knew that I had failed. The iron was
bot, but I did not strike. Now it was cooling,
and it was too late. -

I repented in tears, but the thought “Too
late!” came back to me and still comes back
to me as an empty echo. This experience is
told only that other preachers, young in experi-
ence, perhaps, may learn, before it is too late,
to give the call if prompted by the sweet Spirit
of God, regardless of what they might think
of its advisability at the time.

When Should We Persuade?

From this experience we can see how impor-
tant it is to give the invitation, ‘“Whosoever
will, come,” early in any series of meetings.
for we never know who might be on the very
verge of acceptance. If persuasion is the end
of preaching, then we must persuade in every
sermon, and since persuasion is getting the peo-
ple to act, we must give some kind of call or
invitation at the close of every sermon.

A great preacher of bygone days was asked
by a younger preacher how to succeed in win-
ning souls. The great preacher asked the
young man, “You don’t expect to win souls in
every sermon, do you?”

“Ob, no,” replied the young man.

“Well,” replied the older man, “that’s why
you don’t.” TI'm wondering if we haven’t lost
much by not more often inviting people to sur-
render. If Paul died daily, and if the life of
victory is a daily tramsaction, is it too much
to ask people to surrender their hearts anew
once a week on Sabbath, to allow them to give
expression to their jnward feelings in some
way or other? Is it asking too much of the
people to ask them every night in a series of
meetings to express themselves in some way
or other? .

I am reminded of another personal experi-
ence. In my first pastorate I did my best to
build up the church, and preached to the bést
of my ability. While visiting in' one of the
homes a good sister said to me, “Brother Well-
man, your sermons are good and are much ap-
preciated, but do you know that you don’t give
us opportunity to act upon them. You stir us
from within and we’re ready to do something
about what you say, but you leave no room for
us to act, or to give -expression.” . There I was,
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-stirring the people, leading them up to, shall

we say, repentance? and then neglecting to give
them a chance to repent, or to give expression
to their desire for repentance. )

But someone says, “We can’t have altar calls
after every sermon. This would become mo-
notonous and by repetition lose its force and
effects.” 1 believe that is true, and yet we can
give the people a chance to express themselves
in various ways right from the beginning of
our meetings.

After the opening sermon has been presented
in a series of meetings, I close in prayer, and
while heads are bowed and the people are pray-
ing silently, I call for a show of hands of those
who believe there-is a heaven, if “Heaven” is
my topic. Nearly all bands will go up. Then
I ask, “Now how many are interested in going
to heaven?” and about as many bands will go
up. Then, “Now how many want to be ready
for heaven when Christ comes to redeem His
own?”’ Many hands will still go up. ,This is
the first night, and already we have people re-
sponding, giving expression of acceptance, and
on the road to heaven. In this way no one feels
that he is being watched, is conspicuous, or
out of place. After I thank them for their at-
tention and response, the closing song is anp-
nounced and we are dismissed.

The next night I make another call for a
show of hands in response to questions that
run parallel to the subject, or to the idea that
many people are discouraged these days and
want to be remembered in prayer. I call for
those who want to be remembered in prayer.
After this show of hands I offer a short prayer,
then the closing song is sung, and we are dis-
missed with the benpediction. And so night
after night, for the first two weeks, we call for
a show of hands.

Perhaps at the close of the second week, after
some solemn subject has been presented, I have
people stand as their expression. At this time
the appeal is general, so that all of the congre-
gation can stand. In this way the most fimid
will respond and get into the habit of respond-
ing.

During the third or fourth week on some
important night I again give a general appeal,
so that all can act upon it. While they are
standing, I eall them forward for a special
prayer service—prayer for themselves and for
others for whom they are burdened. On such
a subject as the judgment, whole congregations
have come forward to give their hearts to the
Lord, to bave their names confessed by the Ad-
vocate in the heavenly court.

This is all being done to prepare the way for
a stronger appeal that comes later in the series.
So night after night the calls continue. For
different appeals, different bands will go up.
Then after the Sabbath question bas been fully
presented, and on the night I present the mark
of the beast, I make an appeal for the people
to give their hearts to the Lord, and to come
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forward and sign a covenant,
reads something like this:

““We, the undersigned, do hereby covenant with God
that we accept His Son, Jesus Christ, as our personal
Saviour and Lord, krowing that by His power He has
washed away our sins, and by our accepiance of Him
we do pledge ourselves to full obedience to His com-
mandments, including the Seventh-day Sabbath.”

It is surprising how ma,ﬁy will come forward
from time to time, and how many will sign
the covenant, if we as preachers will take cour-
age and give people opportunity to gradually
express themselves. Of course, the covenant is
presented many times after its first presenta-
tion. The Bible instructor will say at the be-
ginning of the meeting, “So-and-So. is here to-
night, and I think he is about ready to take
his stand.” Thus the call is given for this one
and that one as they come to the meetings.

I have found that about eight out of every
ten who sign the covenant are later baptized,
and that about eight out of every ten who are
baptized remain loyal to the message. Now I

The covenant

realize that some workers object to the cove-
nant idea; but to me the covenant method is
direct and helps me to work to the definite
end of helping people over the line.

I believe that the methods presented here
are progressive. The people are not asked to
make the big step all at once. They make sev-
eral steps: First, the raising of the hands;
then, standing; then, standing and coming for-
ward to give their hearts to the Lord as far
as they have gone; and finally, to give their
hearts to the Lord, sign the covenant, keep the
Sabbath, be baptized, and join the remnant
band that are bound for heaven. May the Lord
help us all to study and to practice the art

‘of persuasion to the winning of more and more

souls to Christ.
M X X

IN every congregation there are souls who
are hesitating, almost decided to be wholly for
God.—Gospel Workers, p. 151.

SPECIAL DAYS AND CAMPAIGNS, 1944

DATES

SPECIAL DAYS

CAMPAIGNS

SPEC1AL OFFERINGS

13TH SABBATH OFF.

January 1-31
January 1
January 8
January 29
January 29

February 5
February 12
February 26-March 4

Marech 4
March 11
March 18-25
March 25

Home Missionary (1)

Religious Liberty (29)

Liberty Magazine
(1-31)

Second Sabbath (8)
Religious Liberty (29)

Christian Home (5)

Home-Foreign (4)
M. V. and Week of
Prayer (18-25)

April 1
April 8
April 15

Medical Missionary (1)

Signs of the Times
(Feb. 26-Mar. 4)

Second Sabbath (12)

Second Sabbath (11)

South African Division
(25)

Second Sabbath (8)
Elementary Schools (15)

May 6
May 6-June 17
May 13

Ingathering Rally (6)

Ingathering (May 6-
June 17)

Second Sabbath (13)

June 3
June 10
June 24

Home Missionary (3)

Close Ingathering (17)

Second Sabbath (10)

China Division (24)

July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22

August 5
August 12
August 26

September 2
September 2-9
September 9
September 16
September 80

Home Missionary (1)

Educational (22)

Second Sabbath (8)
Midsummer (15)

Home Missionary (5)
Sabb(azth) School Rally
6

{Second Sabbath (12)

Home Missionary (2)

Missions Extension
and Big Week
(2-9)

Missions Extension (9)
Voice of Prophecy (16)

Southern European
Division (30)

October 7
-October 14
October 14
October 21-28

Colporteur Rally (7)
Temperance Day (14)

Watchman-Message
(21-28)

Second Sabbath (14)

November 1-30
November 4
November 11
November 18-25
November 25

Home Missionary (4)
Week of Prayer and
Sacrifice (18-25)

Review and Herald
(1-30)

Second Sabbath (11)
Week of Prayer and
Sacrifice (25)

December 2
December 30

Home Missionary Day
(2)

General Conference

Missions (30)
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The Evangelistic Appeal

By WiLLiaM G. NicHoLsON, Evangelist,
South England Conference

HE sermon is not an end in itself, but a
means to an end, that end being the bend-
ing of the human will to repentance toward
God and fajth in our Lord Jesus Christ. To

this full and complete surrender men are al- .

ways definitely opposed. It runs counter to all
the pet weaknesses of the flesh——pride, selfish-
ness, lust, unholy desire. Therefore every nat-
ural characteristic rebels against it. The im-
pression is held by many that surrender to God
means the relinquishing of all those things that
they feel make life pleasant, and this increases
their natural antagonism to every attempt to
bring about that surrender.

Added to thig are the forces of evil always
at work seeking to strengthen this resistance.
Satan does not let his followers go easily, and
to begin to follow Jesus Christ often involves
a struggle of great intensity. Yet it is the
preacher’s business so to preach that his mes-
sage will be able to lead men to surrender to
God and maintain that surrender in spite of
every opposing force.

In the body, or argument, of the sermon an
effort is made to convince the intellect, leaving
no doubt in the minds of the hearers that it ig
the truth. It may be unpalatable and bard to
obey, but the preacher’s task is to present the
truth so that every hearer sees it in relation
to himself. Having convinced his hearers that
they have heard the truth, he must now stir
them to action. This is the work of the sermon
appeal, and it is here that the great effort is
made that has as its goal the stirring of the
will to action. We must reach and conquer the
citadel of the will, so that our hearers will be-
come doers of the Word.

Our truth is bhard to accept, for it cuts across
every natural tendency, contradicts many for-
mer teachings, and denies many future ambi-
tions. If accepted, it will turn men’s lives up-
side down, turning them out of the old and
tried paths into a new, and often precarious,
experience. Yet the preacher is to set forth
truth in such a way, and make an appeal to the
emotions so strongly, that there will be an in-
sistent demand for action in obedience. Hence

it can readily be seen that the successful appeal-

can only be born out of the sermon argument
—that which convinced the intellect must form
the basis of the appeal to the emotions, and
both, rightly balanced, will induce action on
the part of the will .
Therefore, if the sermon be on the “Stat

of the Dead,” the basis of our appeal must be
immortal life found in Christ Jesus. A well-
balanced sermon on this subject will convince
a man on the question of man’s condition in
death, thus making him an intellectual convert.
Then, coupled with a well-balanced appeal that

Christ is the source of eternal life, and that if .

Page 12

he would find this life he must accept Jesus as
his personal Saviour, it will tend to stir his
emotions to such an extent that action will be
demanded. And if the desire is strong enough,
action will be forthcoming. If the Sabbath is
presented, the consequent appeal will be made
for obedience as a requisite to eternal life. The
appeal of the judgment involves the prepara-
tion necessary to pass this important exami-
nation.

This work cannot be done by compulsion.
Our only weapon is persuasion. We beseech
men, in Christ’s stead, to surrender and be ree-
onciled to God.

Manner of the Appeal

How shall I make my appeal? What kind
of appeal shall it be? These are questions
often asked. There are many ways of doing
this, and each evangelist must search out and
try each idea for himself, until, with the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, he has perfected an
instrument by which he can persuade men to
follow his Lord. Each man thinks and feels
differently. The sword of Saul is useless and
merely a weight in the hand of David. Fur-

" thermore, some preachers hardly use the same

appeal twice, but adapt the appeal to the needs
of the audience as they are led.

The evangelist will leave himself open to be
guided by the Lord in the matter of the ap-
peal. There should be nothing artificial or in-
sincere about this solemn part of our work.
The sermon presentation itself should lead log-
ically to the appeal, and the whole address
should be so presented as to constitute an ap-
peal in itself. It should draw and not drive.
The hearers should be led along step by step,
making decisions on vital points of truth, such
ag the second coming, state of the dead, and
kindred subjects. The way is thus prepared
for full decision on the testing truths of the
message. )

Some preachers summarize their sermons,
and this is a good idea. Most people, engrossed
in the sermon as it is unfolded, forget the first
points made, and they appreciate it when the
main parts are gathered together and set before
them as a complete whole. We should never
hesitate to do anything that will help our hear-
ers to see the truth clearly and to remember
it as long as possible.

Most of us, I think, are agreed that the altar-
call and aftermeeting type of appeal demand
certain conditions or atmosphere. It is a high
ideal toward which we should strive. It cer-
tainly brings people to making a definite deci-
sion for Christ, and such decisions have proved
to be of great value.

Combined with the appeal, built on the ser-
mon argument, and a definite urge for souls
to make a decision, there is to be intensive per-
sonal work in the home. Decisions made in the
quietness of the home have proved to be of last-
ing value, and the evangelist must be prepared
to talk with interested people about vital mat-
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ters of salvation personally. In this way he
can make the appeal more personal and effec-
tively use any useful information previously
gained.

How shall we end the sermon? There are
many ways, but I would suggest three ways that
I have used and found effective.

1. A sermon ending with a plain straight ap-
peal, based on certain thoughts in the sermon
argument.

2. The use of an anecdote or personal experi-
ence having a bearing on the subject, and used
as a basis of appeal. This method can be very
effective in bringing men to a decision, if great
care is used in the choice of the story and in

. the way it is told. -

3. Other sermons can be summed up with the
words of a text with telling effect. This can
aid in making a stirring appeal for surrender.

Essentials of a Successful Appeal

1. MessAGe CLEAR AND PraiN- The message
must be clear and plain. This applies not only
to the argument of the sermon but also to the
sermon appeal. It must be clear to your hear-
ers what it is you wish them to do. I once
heard that people said of an Adventist minis-
ter: “Don’t go to listen to him, for he will con-
vince you that you should be an Adventist.”

We are not to be muddled in presenting the
doctrines we hold, particularly the Sabbath,
so that people go away determined to keep Sun-
day more faithfully. True, some of our hearers
will do that. But if we do not state the truth
clearly and plainly, then we shall be at fault
for any muddled thinking. :

I once stood with an Adventist minister on a
platform with over a thousand people in the

audience, when he remarked: “What a pity that”

we have to preach the Sabbath, and then some
of these people will never come back.” This
is a real temptation, the call of the crowd, and
its tendency is to cause us to make our preach-
ing mild. But no matter what the doctrine, we
must make the message so clear and plain that
even the simplest will understand.

2. HparTs Firrep WitE Love. It is not
enough to state the theory of the truth. In
every sermon the love of Jesus should stand
out clearly, but it must be seen to greatest ad-
vantage in the sermon appeal.

“How can I do what has been revealed to me
as truth?” To this question on the part of his
hearers the preacher must answer with the love
of Jesus—“God so loved the world.” That love
must permeate our beings and fill all our ap-
peals. That love must radiate from our sermon
appeals, and with compelling force wrap itself
around the convicted sinmner, pull him jnto the
arms of Jesus, and bind him there. Love is
the greatest requisite.

3. PERSONAL CONVICTION. Preaching is power-
less if he who preaches is not convicted by his
own message. If our souls are not fired by the
convicting power of the Holy Spirit, we can
never hope to set other souls on fire with the
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message. If we are not gripped by the solemn
responsibility that rests upon us, our appeals
will never move men. Think of all that is in-
volved in our preaching and of what it means
to our hearers. We preach a message of salva-
tion and deliverance to judgment-bound sin-
ners; we preach the coming of the Lord; but
do we stop to think of the work that has to
be done in the hearts of our hearers before
that grand and solemn event takes place? What
is involved when a soul is lost—as lost it must
be when it fails to respond to the gracious in-

vitation to be reconciled to God? Have you

ever tried to visualize what outer darkness
must be where there can be only weeping and
walling and gnashing of teeth? Should not
these things lead us to preach with an earnest-
ness and conviction that will make us intensely
interested in persuading men in our appeals?

‘We are preachers of God’s last message, and
this increases the solemn responsibility of the
task we must do today. There is a need for
better and richer truth-filled sermons, but let
us determine that with each sermon there will
be an appeal that will state clearly and plainly
the purpose of our preaching, and that our ap-
peal will be filled with the love of God in Christ
for lost humanity.

Signboards and Lantern Slides

By J. C. H. CoLLETT. Bible Teacher,
Spicer College, India

N our recent Lahore English effort, here in

India, we used an attractive bulletin board
with movable letters. This was made of Mason-
ite, as described in the June, 1942. number of
TaeE MinisTRY. In addition to the Masonite
signboard on which we displayed the lecture
titles by means of movable Masonite letters,
we used another “board,” 3’ x 4/, made of a
sheet of frosted glass, framed and mounted at
a suitable height in front and a little to the left
of the tent entrance. .

On this screen, as it grew dusk before the
lecture, and during the lecture, we projected a
colored slide, representing some aspect of truth.
The projector used was a short-focus one, and
it was made to project through an opening in
the tent walls onto the glass screen, which was
a short distance away outside. By means of a
special electrical socket -or holder, interposed
in the circuit, this picture was kept flashing on
and off at intervals of about ten seconds. We
found this to be an attractive and imstructive
advertising device.

Many of the pictures projected on the screen
were colored slide reproductions of Sabbath
School Worker cartoomns. These cartoons in
slide form make a pointed teaching and soul-
winning device. I systematically use them, in
both preaching and teaching. I feel that a
preacher who fails to use the Worker cartoons
in slide form is perhaps depriving himself of
a valuable aid toward the successful presenta-
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tion of our glorious truth to a dying world in
the last day.

I do not know whether, in America, there is
any recognized standard method of using lan-
tern slides in public efforts, but I feel con-
strained to write something on what I consider
the best method of using slides in public evan-
gelism. One inefficient method is to lecture in
the dark. This is most-unsatisfactory, because
it is essential that the people see the preacher,
and more essential that the preacher be able

-to observe the people and use the influence of

the eye to enhance the effect of his preaching.

Another unsatisfactory method is to project
the slides at the close of the lecture. Since it
is necessary to comment upon each slide as
it is thus projected, this makes two lectures
instead of one. In my opinion the correct
method in using slides is to punctuate the lec-
ture with the pictures, and the best way to do
this is to have a switch on the preacher’s desk
which controls the entire inside lighting of the
tent, tabernacle, or auditorium. This control
of the lighting ought to be easily arranged in
the case of a mission-owned meeting place,
which is portable and may be carried from place
to place and set up. The speaker, operating the
master switch, plunges the hall into darkness
at will, and this, of course, is the signal for his
helper at the projector to flash on a picture.
Thus the lecture proceeds with pictorial high
lights, other things being equal, to the great
edification of the congregation.

Writing for the Press

By C. L. Dur¥rIELDd, District Leader,
Minnesota Conference

T is one thing to write an article for the

press, but it is quite another thing to pre-
pare an article that will get a response. Re-
sults are what we are after, of course. In a
recent meeting our results from writing for the
local paper were very favorable. People re-
marked frequently about the write-ups, and
some followed them regularly.

If one will trouble himself to follow a few
simple rules, he may enjoy surprising success.
Extensive study is not required. There is a
book entitled Keeping the Church in the News,
by W. Austin Brodie, that furnishes all the
necessary information on the subject. An eve-
ning’s study of this book will equip the average
person with the needed knowledge on the sub-
ject.

By writing for the press, it is possible to
reach some who may never be reached in any
other way. After all, the press does continue
to remain the outstanding medium of communi-
cating information to the public. Most people
are prejudiced against the truth, and therefore
will not give themselves the benefit of the doubt
by coming out to a meeting. But these people
will read the papers. They can read about the
meetings without anyone’s seeing them. If a
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report of the meetings can be arranged prop-
erly, it will catch the eye, stimulate the curios-
ity, and hold the attention. If preconceived
ideas can be removed and prejudice broken
down, some of those who are hard to reach may
soon be headed for the meeting hall, with a
Bible under their arm.

There are a few things we must know before
we can expect success in our endeavors. First,
we must develop a keen sense of what consti-
tutes news. Then comes the -task of devel
oping the ability to put a unique news twist
in our writing.

Brevity is an important factor. The creation
story is a fine example of this. Six hundred
words tell the entire story of creation. The
lapguage is simple, yet it is dramatic. The
style is moving and interesting.

The arrangement of the material is very im-
portant. We must carefully construct the lead,
or opening sentence. In it there should be five
elements; namely, What? Where? When? Why?
‘Who? These should be arranged in such an or-
der as to give proper emphasis to the most
important element.

This method makes it possible to “bury” the
feature of a story in the lead itself. Then if
the editor cuts the story, the objective is still
achieved.

Another important thing to remember is that
editors are not hostile to religious news. In
fact, they are quite the opposite. Because our
material is of a religious nature there might
be a tendency on the part of some to feel that
it is inferior to other articles in the paper. If
this idea exists in the mind of a person at-
tempting to write for the press, it is bound to
affect his writing. It will lack color and life.

" We should rather develop the attitude that the

things we present to the newspapers are the
most vital of all because they are of eternal
value.

Initiating a program and then staying by it
will produce results. Our writing should be
timely. Present-day events surely make this as-
pect not only possible but imperative.

Portable Table Pulpit

This desk can be made as follows for ease in transporta-
tion: Strongly hinf: both legs to top so that they wiil

fold under when the crosspiece has been removed after
withdrawing the pegs. (From Lay Preacher’s Manual,
England.)
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BIBLE INSTRUCTOR COUNCIL

Plans and Methods, Experiences and Problems

- ——— ———

Bible Work in an Effort

By Mgs. J. E. WHELPLEY, Bible Instructor,
Alabama-Mississippi Conference

HOULD the Bible instructor carry on regu-

lar Bible studies during the evangelistic
effort, or will her work mainly consist of mak-
ing contacts with the people and keeping them
attending the meetings? There is much to be
said on both sides. ’

If the Bible instructor has been working in
a city, giving studies prior to the beginning of
an effort, she will not want to lose contact with
these interested ones. If her readers are able
to attend the meetings, then she will have no
difficulty in keeping in contact with them. But
on the other hand, if readers are situated so
that they cannot attend the meetings, or if they
are well along in a series of studies, then the
Bible instructor will need to continue the stud-
ies until the readers have been led to a deci-
sion. In this event her readers will then be
ready for the first baptism in the effort.

Whether or not the Bible instructor carries
on regular Bible studies during the effort may
be a question; however, she will endeavor to
keep those on her calling list abreast of the
public meetings. Her first call on those whose
interest has been aroused by the effort will be
short, and often she may not even enter the
door. The object of this call is to inspire the
people to keep coming to the tent or hall. So
she will mention the topics to be considered by
the evangelist each night of the current week
and especially try to arouse an interest in “to-
night’s” subject.

At the evening meetings the Bible instructor
will make it a point to greet and shake hands
with those upon whom she had made her initial
call, endeavoring as soon as possible to be able
to call them by name. It will not be long
before shé will be invited into the home when
she calls, and then she can really go to work.
She will avoid asking Mrs. Blank, “How did
you like the sermon?”’ But she will ask her
whether the subject was clear and whether
there are any questions in her mind regard-
ing it.

The worker will answer questions and clear
up any points that were not understood, but
she will be careful not to answer questions on
any subject not yet presented by the evangelist.

- If questions on future subjects are asked, she
might answer, “That’s a good question! No
doubt there are many people wondering about
that same thing. Why not put it in the ques-
tion box? I believe I have a question card
right here in my handbag. Would you like
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to write it out and drop it in the question box,
so that the evangelist can answer it tonight?”
Such questions give the evangelist an opportu-
nity to arouse an interest in topics to be used
in future meetings.

The worker will endeavor to keep each one
she calls on interested in the progress of the
meetings. Unless she does this, it will require
much more time and effort later on to bring
these persons to a decision. She will help Mrs.
Blank to take her stand on each point as it is
presented. If she does thisg, it will not be hard
for her to make her decision on the Sabbath
and other testing truths of the message. -

If Mrs. Blank, who has been attending each
night, is absent one evening, let her know that
you missed her, and tell her how sorry you
are that she did not hear that interesting lec-
ture. Make her realize what she has missed.
For example, you might say, “I am so sorry
that you had to miss that sermon on heaven.
It was one of the most interesting lectures that
Evangelist Green has given. He showed us
where the redeemed will spend eternity and
that we shall be real people in a real world.
‘Why, did you know that we are going to have
a mansion in that holy city and that we're go-
ing to have a home in the country, too? We
are going to build our own homes in the coun-
try, and we are going to raise our own gardens,
too. Oh, I wish you could have heard it.”

Help for Those Who Missed Meetings

By this time, because of your enthusiasm,
Mrs. Blank is sorry that she did not come to
that meeting. You may continue, “It is too
bad to have to miss a single meeting. It is
like breaking a link in a chain. No doubt you
have noticed that one subject is closely related
to the others, and when you miss one topie, you
have lost a link. By the way, Mrs. Blank, if

" you wish, perhaps I could give you just a few

of the high lights of what Evangelist Green
said, so that you will understand it.”

Your reader will feel that it’would be asking
too much of you, but she surely would appre-
ciate it, if you have time. So you proceed to
give her a short Bible study on the subject.

Mrs. Blank now agrees that what Miss Bible
Instructor told her was very interesting—and
if this is'a taste of the good things presented,
then the lecture must have beem wonderful.
‘While Mrs. Blank is sorry that she missed that
meeting, she is now determined that she will
not miss another of the series. In this way
the Bible instructor can do her part in helping
Mrs. Blank to pick up the lost thread of topic
interest,"and at the same time keep her coming
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to the meetings. Of course, this should not be -

done if the individual attends the meetings
only occasionally, as’ some do, because there

would then be too much to cover in Bible stud-

jes. Such interest should be handled by the

Bible instructor, who would give a serles of'

progressive Bible studies of her own.
The worker must constantly keep her finger
on the pulse of those on her calling list, watch-

‘ing their development and counteracting any

inflience which might tend to detract from
their interest. Especially is this true when the
Sabbath is presented. She will know when Mrs.
Blank is troubled over the Sabbath and will
help her in making the right decision. Turn
to the book Gospel Workers again and read:
“My brethren and sisters, in your ministry
“Many a
laborer fails in his work because he does not
come close to those who most need his help.”
—Page 190.

Since the Bible mstructor knows that Mrs.
Blank is deeply concerned over the Sabbath,
she drops in, between her regular calls, whén
in that neighborhood. She says, “I was just
passing by, Mrs. Blank, and thought I would
drop in a moment and see how you are’ Only

a friend “drops in” when passing by; hence,.

the bond between Mrs. Blank and Miss Bible
Instructor is strengthened. They become
friends, and Mrs. Blank will naturally turn to
this friend when she needs help and counsel
in making her full decision.

Perhaps Mrs. Blank’s minister has been to
see her, or one of the members of her family
has been trying to overthrow the Sabbath truth.
By “dropping around” between calls, the worker
has the opportunity to counteract this influence
before it has time to get a foothold. She can
instantly detect a change in Mrs, Blank’s atti-
tude, and it is not long before she can find out
in a tactful way where the trouble lies. She
can then help remedy the difficulty, and again
Mrs. Blank is in harmony with the message.

At the proper .time the Bible instructor
should invite the evangelist to visit Mrs. Blank.
After all, no one can help Mrs. Blank to make
a decision better than the evangelist who first
aroused her interest.

After the Sabbath is presented and the people
are invited to attend Sabbath services in the
tent or hall, the Bible instructor will make it
a point to drop in and see Mrs. Blank near the
close of the week, preferably on Friday. “I
brought you a Sabbath School Quarterly, Mrs.
Blank, on the lessons we are studying in our
Bible school. I thought you might like to look
it over, so that you will be familiar with it.”

This gives the worker an opportunity to urge

Mrs. Blank to attend the Sabbath services.
Such a personal invitation is often effective.
‘When Mrs. Blank comes to the Sabbath service,
greet her and make her feel at home. If pos-
sible, sit with her during her first Sabbath serv-
ice, so she will not feel alone. At the close
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of "thé “service, introduce her to some of the
church members. See to it that she enjoys the
‘servme S0 much that she will want to come
again.

Throughout the series of meetings the worker
carries these interested ones on her heart.
She prays for them by name in her private
devotions, as well as in the workers’ meetings.
She must also pray with and for them when
they are in the valley of decision.

The Bible instructor is just the “tool” which
the Lord uses to cultivate the soil in which the
evangelist has planted the seed. But only God
can cause the plant to bear fruit. Only He can
change the heart; only He can lead this soul
to a decision. If the worker will stay cloge to
this source of all power, if she is willing to be
a tool in the hand of God, then God can use
her effectively to bring souls to Christ.

Who Is a Bible Instructor?

]LARGER evangelistic efforts may today re-

quire the services of trained office secre-
taries. It is generally expected that these
young women should also take an interest in
the people who attend our public meetings.
Occasionally such a person has musical ability,
and can thus make a special contribution to
the effort. Again, aside from her office duties,
she may serve as an “‘usherette.” Our present
trend seems to be to designate all these various
types of evangelistic helpers as “Bible in-
structors.”

The calling of the Bible instructor should be
a distinetive office, as much so as that of the
minister or the evangelist. It does not suggest
a misplaced ego on her part to raise a question
regarding our present growing practice of clas-
sifying workers of journalistic ability, steno-
graphic training, artistic talent, and other vari-
ous skills as being Bible instructors. Then
there is also the problem of the young intern’s
wife, whose preparation did not include any
particular training for Bible work.

Although it may be a matter of expediency
on the part of evangelistic directors and confer-
ence officers to classify such assistants as Bible
instructors, we still wonder whether this is the

" best arrangement after all. -

* There is indeed a place in our growing work
for these various accomplishments. There is
also a place for the teacher-type youth worker
who is a normal graduate and trained to take
an interest in the juniors and young people
who attend the evangelistic meetings. Again,
there is a place for experienced teachers who
can bring into our present Bible study cor-
respondence plan a touch of real efficiency
which the average Bible instructor may not
have time to give to this phase of evangelism.
We should recognize their services in our evan-
gelism, but we seriously question whether some
of 'them should be classified as Bible in-
structors.

It appears to-us to be the wiser course to
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‘give these various professional skills high rec-
ognition in our evangelism without classifying
such assistants -generally as Bible instructors.
Since they do not belong to this group as such,
we should guard their needful professions, as
well as the Bible work itself. It would -build
up our efficiency in evangelism to have secre-
taries, journalists, musicians, and youth di-
rectors on our staff, as well as our specially
trained Bible instructors. We could then hold
to our former practice of considering the Bible
work actual personal work and Bible teaching.
There is danger that this God-given plan of
the Bible work will be confused with clerical
office work, and we should all be jealous to
hold it to its true pattern, even as we would
guard the ministry.

Unless we see alike on this point we may add
to the present problem of Bible instructor scar-
eity and unconsciously become the cause of hav-
ing taken away the challenge for this special
type of evangelistic work. Temporary helpers,
and men or women who are drafted locally and
not from the ranks of those trained for our de-
nominational Bible work, might better be clas-
sified as evangelistic aides. To confuse their
services with those of the trained Bible in-
structors is not fair to the experienced, skilled
worker. If we are to lift the Bible work to
where it really belongs in God’s plan, then we
must safeguard the profession for gifted men
and women upon whom God has placed the sig-
net of His approval as Bible instructors. Such
an attitude will bring new life into this waning
profession. If we do this then we may soon
realize a larger group of trained and gifted
Bible teachers, whose efficiency will not be be-
hind that of the ministry. L. C. K.

Outlines for Bible Studies

The Two Covenants

By Jessie M. Hesvip, Bible Instructor,
Ontario-Quebec Conference

Key Text: Hebrews 8:6-10

I. What is a covenant?
(An agreement hetween two or more per-
sons. A testament. A solemn pledge or
promise based on conditions.)
I1. “First,” or “old,” covenant. Heb. 8:13, 7.
1. Agreement between God and His people
Israel. Ex. 19:3-8.
2. Made in connection with glvmg of Iaw
Ex. 24:3; Deut. 9:10, 11.
3. God’s part, of the agreement. Ex. 19:5, 6.
4. Israel’s part of the agreement: “We will
do.” EX. 19:7, 8.
5. Israel’s covenant was repeated, and con-
firmed or ratified by blood. Ex. 24:3,
4,17, 8.
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6. God’s part of the contract kept.
20:11, 12, et - .

7. Israel’'s part -of the agreement broken.
Verse 13; Ex. 82:7, 8.

8. Old covenant- built on Israel’s faulty

Eze

promises. Heb. 8:6-8.
9. Broken tables symbolized Israel’s broken
promises. Ex, 32:19.

III. “Second,” or “new,” covenant. Heb. 8:13, 7.

1. God’s true Israel. Gal. 3:16, 26-29; Rom.
2:28, 29; Gal. 5:6; Col. 2:11.

2. God again covenants with Israel.
8:9, 10; Jer. 31:31-33.

3. New covenant again based on God’s law.
Heb. 8:9, 10; (Ps..40:8).

4. New covenant built on “better promises”
than old. Heb. 8:6.

5. Built on God’s promises, not the people’s.

Heb.

Jer. 81:33.
6. God promises to write His law in mind
and heart. Heb. 8:10.

7. Renewed tables of the law a type of new
covenant. Ex. 34:1, 4. Moses, repre-
senting people, provided second tables.
A type of the people giving their hearts
to God so He may write His law there.

8. Allegory of New Jerusalem to teach les-
son of new covenant. Gal. 4:22-26;
(Gen. 15:8-17; Heb. 6:13-20).

9. New covenant formally made at Lord’s
supper. Matt. 26:26-28.

10. Confirmed, or ratified; by Christ’s blood.
Heb. 9:14, 15.

11. Cannot be changed after Christ’s death.
Heb. 9:16, 17; Ps. 111:9.
IV. Similarity between the two covenants.

1. Both are called covenants.

2. Both are ratified with blood.

3. Both were made concerning law of God.

4. Both were made with the people.

5. Both were established upen promises.

The Old Covenant The New Covenant

If I i

If ye I will

If ye will I will do

If ye will do I will do all

If ye will do all I will do all, and will

If ye will do all, then
ve shall he My peo-
ple, and I will be
your God. '

be your God, and ye
shall be My people.

Ways of Making Contacts

By E1sIE. GUNTRIP, Bible Instructor,
South England Conference

THERE is no part of our work as Bible in-

structors which is unimportant, and a good
start usually makes for success. The first step
toward the acceptance of the message is the
contact made. Much prayer and wisdom from
the Lord is here needed, but accompanied with
hard work, they will bring results. The follow-
ing ways have been tried out and found help-
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ful in finding openings, gnd these will be dis-
cussed in the order as gamed.

1. Name and address eards in connection with the
effort.
. Introduction of Bible instructor by evangelist.
Getting names from colporteurs.
. Literature distribution. .
. Interested found during Ingathering.
. Friendly contacts in travel.
. Contacts with relatives and friends of church

members.

1. THE CarDp SystEM. In regard to the cards
used in evangelistic campaigns, it has been
found a good plan for the Bible instructor to
have some cards on hand, and to slip out to
the back when the last hymn is announced.
Then if people go out before the service is
over, she can ask whether they have enjoyed
the meeting and whether they have left their
names for literature. Some may not have done
so for various reasons; so here is our opportu-
nity to help them. It is often helpful to ask
one of the ushers fo get some of these names
for us. These two methods will add consider-
ably to our visiting list.

2. INTRODUCTION BY THE EvaNeerLisT. It is a
good plan for the evangelist to publicly intro-
duce the Bible instructor. Also she should sta-
tion herself conveniently near to him as he
meets the people at the close of the meeting.
Then if any express themselves as being par-
ticularly interested, he may be able to intreo-
duce her as his assistant. A time can then be
appointed for the first visit. Thus the first con-
tact is made, respect is commanded, and confi-
dence gained.

3. CorprorTEUR ConTAacTs. This is a good way
of creating visits. It has proved fruitful! in
winning souls for the truth.

4. TOTERATURE DISTRIBUTION. This work
brings you in direct contact with the people at
once, and creates opportunities for visits.

5. INGATHERING CoNTACTS. Many openings
for visits have been created by the Ingathering
campaign, and souls have been won for the
message. One of our best solicitors for mis-
sions was found by this method.

6. ConTacTs IN TRAVELING, Here is another
simple but useful way to create interests. The
times give us something in common to talk
about, especially of the coming of Jesus. If
any appear interested, ask them whether they
would like to have literature on this wonder-
ful subject, which you can let them have free
of charge, if they will give you their names and
addresses. .

7. ConTacTs THROUGH CHURCH MEMBERS.
‘When meeting friends and relatives of mem-
bers in the church or in the home, greet them
kindly, and if there is any apparent inferest,
seize it and try to foster it. Good members
have been found by this means.

X X

GrOWING OLD GRACEFULLY: “A Ilittle more
tired at the close of the day, but a little less
anxious to have our way.”
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RELIGIOUS WORLD TRENDS

Biblical Exposition and Homiletic Helps
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Declaration of Church Union oﬁ Peace

By Cariyir B. HayxEs, Secretary of
the War Service Commission

THE three great faiths—Catholic, Jewish,

and Protestant—have agreed on what they
shall demand when the peace conference builds
the postwar world. On October 6, 1943,
there was issued in New York a seven-point
“declaration on world peace.” It calls for the
establishment of a world order based on the
moral law, and demands the organization of
international institutions to enforce interna-
tional law, through “adequate sanctions” when
necessary.

This seven-point declaration was released
simultaneously by the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America, the Social Ac-
tion Department of the National Catholic Wel-
fare Conference, and the Synagogue Council of
America, after months of negotiation. It was
immediately hailed by religious leaders as the
first interfaith pronouncement on world order.

The signatories comprise 144 prominent per-
sons of the Catholic, Jewish, and Protestant
faiths. Included among them are forty-seven
Catholic archbishops, bishops, priests, and lay-
men; forty-seven representative rabbis and lay-
men; and fifty leaders of Protestant denomina-
tions and national organizations. Prominent
among these signers are Henry St. George
Tucker, president of the Federal Council and
presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal
Church; Edward Mooney, archbishop of De-
troit and chairman of the administrative board
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference;
and Rabbi Israel Goldstein, president of the
Synagogue Council of America.

Among the signers also are the heads of

‘twenty Protestant denominations, as well as

officials of twenty Protestant interdenomina-
tional organizations, eleven archbishops and
twelve bishops of the Roman Catholic Church,
two representatives of the Eastern Orthodox
churches, and the heads of four rabbinical bod-
ies and five Jewish national congregational or
ganizations. )

The declaration containg seven propositions
derived from an extensive study of about forty
pronouncements on world order issued during
recent months by religious leaders and bodies.
These propositions represent the areas of agree-
ment that are found in the various pronounce-
ments. With the text of the seven points there
were released three separate preambles. These
represent the various approaches to the problem
by the Catholic, Yewish, and Protestant signers.
These three preambles are as follows:
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“PROTESTANT. In a world troubled to despair by
récarring war the Protestant churches have been seek-
ing to show how moral and religious convictions should
guide the relations of nations. Their conclusions are
in many important respects similar to those of men of
other faiths. In this we refjoice, for world order can-
not be achieved without the co-operation of all men of
good will. We appeal to our constituency to give heed
to the following proposals enunciated by Protestants,
Catholics, and Jews, which must find expression in
national .policies. Beyond these proposals we hold
that the ultimate foundations of peace require spirit-
ual regeneration as emphasized in the Christian gospel.

“CaTHOLIC. We present for the consideration of all
men of good will the following postulates of a just
peace as embodying the principles of the moral law
and their prime applications to world problems of our
day. To our mind they express the minimum require-
ments of a peace which Christians can endorse as fair
to all men. They are the foundation on which Cath-
olics in a free world can work from deep motives of
Christian justice and charity for the building of a
better social order.

“JewisH, The American Synagogue commends to
the attention of its own constituency and to all men
of faith the following principles as a guide to thought
and action in dealing with the grave world problems
of our time., These seven principles, while they do not
exhaust the teachings of the Jewish tradition on issues
of social relationships, have their sanction in Judaism
both Biblical and rabbinic. Judaism’s highest goal has
ever been ‘to amend the world through the kingdom of
God.! The Synagogue therefore calls upon its adher-
ents, both as citizens and as Jews, to seek after the
implementation of these principles. They will thereby
act in faitbful conformity with the moral values of the
Jewish religion, and at the same time serve the best
interests of country and of mankind.”’

The seven-point declaration®* had its incep-
tion in the mutual concern felt by leaders of
the three faiths that the peace should be built
on “moral foundations,” as well as in their
awareness that comparative'studies of the vari-
ous pronouncements of recent months had
shown a considerable amount of common
ground. The negotiations were carried on in
New York and Washington over a period of
months. Preliminary drafts were submitted
to a number of Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic
leaders. After many revisions the final draft
was agreed upon.

This is the first time in American church his-
tory that such an interfaith declaration em-
bodying an agreement among the three faiths
on the principles of an enduring peace has been
issued.

In Great Britain, however, the three faiths
had established a precedent for it in 1940 when,
in the form of a letter to the Times of London,
published December 21, 1940, and signed by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the late
Cardinal Hinsley, Roman Catholic Archbishop
of Westminster, and the moderator of the Free
Church Federal Council.
a joint statement on co-operation was issued in

*The seven-point declaration may be summarized as
follows: “The moral law must govern world order;
the rights of the individual must be assured; the rights
of oppressed, weak, or colonial peoples must be pro-
tected; the rights of minorities must be secured:
international institutions to maintain peace with jus
tice must be organized; internatiomal economic co-
operation must be developed; and a just social order
within each state must be achieved.”
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Again in May, 1942, .

Britain by Protestant and Catholic leaders,
which was subsequently endorsed by the chief
rabbi of Great Britain.

Although the seven-point declaration contains
excellent suggestions, and sets forth lofty ideals,
it is disturbing to many devout Christians that
great combinations of religion should be enter-
ing the realm of politics and governmental af-
fairs in an effort to control the peace. The
great ecclesiastical organizations of the world
are not really peace agencies. They only claim
to be. The Catholic Church is becoming very
active in peace movements. It has its own
peace society—Paz. Its popes have issued many
peace statements. But its influence has not al-
ways been exerted in behalf of peace. Peace is
an instrument it is willing to use when such an
instrument serves its purpose. It has shown
itself equally willing to use war. Looking at
the record, we find ourselves most uneasy at
the thought that the Catholic Church may
shape the peace. ]

We are no less uneasy at the thought of the
combined Protestant churches controlling the
peace. They have proved equally fallible and
mistaken. They were swept by pacifism dur-
ing the interim between World Wars I and II.
They made pronouncements regarding militar-
ism, disarmament, and conscription which they
would not be happy to have brought to public
attention now. They worked diligently to keep
the country unprepared, denouncing armaments
and every form of military training. If their
counsel had been followed, America would have
been in far worse condition to meet the stun-
ning shock of Pearl Harbor.

No, the church, and all the churches together,
are not safe guides in political affairs or in
managing governmental matters. They were
never meant to be. The greatest service they
could render a tortured humanity now would
be to carry out the divine commission of their
Lord and Master and just “preach the gospel,”
leaving diplomacy, and politics, and govern-
ment where they belong, in the hands of states-
men.

Human society is more broken up and tur-
bulent today than ever before. In a stricken
and dying world, men are reaching out in al-
most a death agony for peace. And as the many
and varied peace plans are launched one after
another, laden with human hopes, we believe it
to be the sole province of the churches to point
the souls of men to the only way any human
being can reach the port of quietude, peace, and
joy: namely, personal peace with God by full
surrender to Jesus Christ.

~ That, and that alone, is the divine mission
of the church in the world. Civil government
has been divinely appointed to care for the sec-
ular interest of humanity. ,The church has
been divinely appointed to care for man’s spir-
itual interests by preaching the gospel of sal-
vation. Let the church be about its sole busi-
ness.
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Catholicism or Chaos Threatened

By Heper H. Voraw, Secretary of the
Religious Liberty Department

GREAT deal of concern is being felt by

many leaders of Protestant churches in the
United States concerning demands being made
in certain quarters that the Pope be given a
prominent place at the peace table. It is com-
mon, of course, for Romanists to think of the
pope as a ruler of millions of subjects. The
little plat of ground embraced in Vatican City,
however, surely cannot give Pius XII any right
to claim a voice in making peace. Not only
is his state small, but he has no troops that
are engaged on either side of the conﬂipt. If
he sits at the table at all, it will be as a repre-
sentative of religion.

‘While some Protestant leaders think that the
Pope should not be invited to help to draw
the peace pact, others are ready to give him a
place at the table if representative Protestants
are present also.

‘What the Roman church really wants to come
from this war was expressed in two short para-
graphs in an editorial in America, for Novem-
ber 6, 1943. This journal is perhaps the out-
standing Catholic paper of the couniry, and is

© Jesuit edited. What we quote should stir the
heart of everyone who understands the proph-
ecies of the Scriptures concerning Rome:

“Our understanding of Europe, unpalatable as this
may be in seme quarters, must primarily be an under-
standing of the Christian culture that is deep in all
Europeans. It is at times inoperative, but in periods
of crisis and suffering, Europeans turn naturally back
to what may be called the Catholic instinet of Europe.
Either that, or to a period of revolution pregnant with
a barbarity that is almost inconceivable to an Ameri-
c¢an mind.

“The choice before us is really this: understand and
foster the Catholie culture of Europe and thus rebuild
the family of Europe; or ignore this culture and pre-
pare a century of revolution.”

It would be difficult to imagine a more bald
claim of superiority or a more bold bid for
supremacy being made by anyone. Surely the
millions of Protestants who have recently left
the domination of Rome, as well as those who
have been longer free, can never admit that

there is no choice except between Rome and .

barbarity, between Rome and revolution. Most
people who understand Roman claims and who
have observed the practical slavery in which
that church holds it subjects, would prefer a
revolution of any length so long as it led to
emancipation for men and freedom of thought
and worship, than peace at the price the Papacy
would demand.

RO K

It is impossible mentally or socially to en-
slave a Bible-reading people. The principles
of the Bible are the groundwork of human free-
dom.—Horace Greeley, founder of the New York
Tribune.
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Tying Radio to the Campaign
By ReuBeN H. NIGHTINGALE, Evangelist,
Upper Columbdia Conference

T has been our purpose to tie in our radio

program with our public evangelistic pro-
gram. There are several reasons from the evan-
gelist’s viewpoint why he should conduct a ra-
dio program, for it is indeed a great help in
building and holding an audience. The radio
gives his public meetings a good standing in the
city, for people realize that not everyone uses
the radio. It also gives his work a character
of permanency. The evangelist is looked upon
not simply as a “fiy-by-night” preacher. If peo-
ple hear him speak over the air and hear the
meetings announced, they draw the conclusion
that the meetings must be of impor.ance and
consequently will come to hear him.

Here in Spokane we usually broadcast two or
three times a week for fifteen minutes. In
these broadcasts we usually give short-doctrinal
and devotional talks. Sometimes we discuss
news events in the light of prophecy. At the
beginning and end of our broadcast we stress
the meetings at the tabernacle. In other words,
the broadcast should create an interest to hear
more at the publiq meeting. Of course, it is
much easier to give the complete message and
bring people to a decision at the meetings than
over the radio.

When we start a public meeting in a new

‘place, we try to begin our radio program a few

days or a week before the tabernacle meetings.
In this way we are new to the public and our
voice has the added advertising value of being
new. Here is the announcement that was used
in Yakima, Washington,, when we started our
meetings there.

“The following program comes to you under the
auspices of the Big Dome Tabernacle with Evangelist
and Bible Lecturer Reuben H. Nightingale as the
speaker. Mr. Nightingale has recently arrived from
Los Angeles to conduct the evangelistic campaign in
the Big Dome Tabernacle, located at 111 South 5th
Avenue. Thousands in California have been helped
and blessed by his ministry and have seen his remark-
able screen pictures. The opening meeting is sched-
uled for next Sunday, November 10, at 7:15 p. M.
You are cordially invited to attend these services.”

This was made by the announcer in putting
us on the air. Then just as I was going on the
air I made this announcement regarding our
meetings:

“Good afternoon, friends. We are happy to be in
Yakima to conduct this large evangelistic campaign.
The Big Dome Tabernacle will be finished this week,
and all will be in readiness for Sunday night. The
Big Dome Tabernacle is a unique building, and many
have stopped to admire its design and plan of con-
struction. There are no pillars at all to support the
roof. We are doing everything we possibly can to
make it a comfortable place for you and your friends.

The Ministry, January, 1944




Plan now to be present Sunday night, November 10,
at 7:15 for the grand opening meeting. Although the
seating capacity is 1,000 or more, you may have to
come early to get a good seat.

“A special part of the program will be the singing
of old and new favorite hymns from the screen. The
musical program will feature Mrs. Roper, lightning
artist, who will delight the audience with her beauti-
ful drawings, as special musical numbers are rendered.

“My subject for this opening meeting will be : “‘What
Power Will Stop the Dictators? What will . be the final
outcome of the eritical world erises according to Bible
prophecy? The lecture will be fully illustrated with
amazing screen pictures of current events in the light
of Bible prophecy. Plan now to be present for this
great opening meeting at the Big Dome Tabernacle,
111 South 5th Avenue, Sunday night, November 10.
The musical program starts at 7:15 and the lecture
at 8 o'elock.”

Continuing to tie in the public meetings with
the broadeasts, I said in our next broadcast,
after the opening night:

“Good afternoon, my friends of Radioland. This is
Evangelist Reuben Nightingale speaking. We are glad
to have you open the radio door of your home and
listen to another brief message from God’s Word.

“Pirst, however, I want to tell you of our great
opening meeting Sunday night. Shortly after seven
o’clock our Big Dome Tabernacle was filled to overflow-
ing. People crowded in until every seat and every bit
of available standing room was taken, Many came
and could not get in the doors. It is estimated that
two hundred people were turned away. Again Monday
night and last night a large audience was present.
We certainly are having some.great meetings, and you
are missing something if you do not attend. We invite
those of you who are out of town to drive in to the
meeting tonight. The subject tonight is——"’

At present here in Spokane the name of our
program is The Bible Auditorium of the Air.
We have been on twice weekly recently, on
Wednesday and Friday at 3:15 p. M. KFIO,
the station over which we have been broadecast-
ing, took over the Mutual hookup, which in-
cludes the Voice of Prophecy program. As &
result of this, two religious programs that have
been on this station for a long time, five or six
times a week, were put off on Sundays. How-
ever, the management was impressed with our
program and the fact that we did not “beg” for
money. So now we have started another broad-
cast from 10:45 to 11:00 A, M. This will be a
big help, as we plan to start meetings again in
two weeks.

We advertise the public meetings with our
radio program. We have found that spot an-
nouncements are one of the best means of pub-
licity. Here is a sample. They should be brief,
and the essentials, such as “what,” “when,”
‘“who,” and “where,” should be covered.

-“‘“The Great Battle of Armageddon! Is it here or
yet to come? When, where, and by whom will it be
fought? This will be the illustrated prophetic lecture
of Evangelist Nightingale Sunday night at the Civie
Auditorium. A special 45-minute sound film on ‘Our
World at War’ will be shown at 7 P. M. The lecture
is at 8 ». M.”

In a regular campaign we try to devote one
offering a week to our radio work. On one par-
ticular night of the week we use our radio work
to pull for a good offering. The offerings are
usually generous. Our own people respond.
They are glad to hear the message on the air.
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" was Mr. Ebenezer Erskine.

We include our radio expense in our general
evangelistic budget, since that is the purpose
for which it is used. The results are worth
while. In less than three years after coming to
the Upper Columbia Conference, we have bap-
tized about four hundred people. It pays to use
the radio in connection with public evangelistic
meetings.

EFFECTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS

For Use in Sermon or Song

%
. THINK IT OVER.—Two ministers’ wives were sit-
ting on the veranda of a house chatting to each other
as they mended théir husbands’ trousers.

“I can’t understand,” said one of them, “why your
church is always prosperous, while ours is not.”

“Well,” said the other wife, “if you were an chsery-
ant person, you would have noticed that I am patch- -
ing these trousers on the knees, ‘while you are putting
patches on the seat !"—Christian Digest,

SMALL STONES ALSO SERVE.—While piling
stones behind our new fence, I was reminded of a
story that David Grayson tells in hig inspiring book,
The Countryman’s Year:

Yesterday I was talking with an old country philos-
opher I know. He was laying a stone wall and com-
mented on the indispensability of small stones to keep
the large ones in place—to make the wall solid,

“And I was thinkin’,” said he, “of the need of small
men, to keep the big ones in place. They can’t leave
a man of us out.”

“That’s what they sometimes forget,” said I.

“Yes, sir, they forget—but it ain’t fer long. Their
walls fall down.”

In America today we need the small stones as well
as the big stonmes to build up our wall of defense.
Without the little man, the big plant must close down.
Without the united efforts of the little men, the big
cause may be lost. No matter how small we are, if
we do our part we can help hold up the wall—Watch-
man-Ezaminer,

MESSAGE, NOT MAN.—A certain lady had gone to
communion in a Scottish church and had greatly en-
joyed the service. When she reached her home, she
inquired who the preacher was, and she was told it
The lady said she would
go again the next Sabbath to hear him., She went,
but was not profited in the least. The sermon did not
seem to have any unction or power about it. She
went to Mr. Erskine and told him of her experience
at the two serviees.

“Ah, madam,” said he, “the first Sabbath you came
to meet the Lord Jesus, and you had a blessing; but
the second Sabbath you came to hear Ebenezer Erskine,
and you had no hlessing.’—Pulpit Digest.

NO ATHEISTS THERE.—Once, during a particu-
larly violent raid, I leaped into a foxhole, only to find
a sergeant already there. We squeezed in together.
Presently I found myself praying out loud. The ser-
geant was praying, too. He prayed almost as loud as
I did. When the attack was over, I turned to him and
said, ‘“‘Sergeant, I noticed you were praying.”

The sergeant didn’t bat an eye. “Sir,” he said,
“there are no atheists in foxholes !”~—Colonel Warren
J. Clear in the Army Hour, quoted in Christion Digest.

SECRET OF SUCCESS.—A minister, walking along
the highway, observed a man breaking stones. The
man was kneeling so that he might work more effec-
tually.

In passing by and greeting him, the minister said,
“Ah, John, 1 wish I could break the stony hearts of
my hearers as easily as you are breaking those stones.”

“Perhaps, pastor,” he said, “you do not work on
your knees.”—Watchman-Examiner,
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Why the Heavy Losses Among Converts?

HERE is very lfttle mystery econcerning
why many of our converts drift out of the

faith after a short time. The fault is not
with the message, which is eternally true. It
lies in the human factor. Many contributing
reasons might be cited. But there are four ba-
gic factors which we do well to note. Most of
our difficulties center around violation of four
fundamentals of sound and abiding evangelism.
Let us note them briefly.

1. Lack of Sound Conversion as the Compan-
ion to Thorough Instruction. Too many who
are won to the faith are intellectually convinced
without being spiritually converted. But in-
tellectual assent alobe Wwill not usually hold
converts permanently. There must be a genu-
ine *heart warming,” as Wesley called it—a re-
generation, or new life—if the soul is to be
abidingly anchored in the faith. Nothing is
more out of keeping or disappointing than an
argumentative doctrinarian whose heart and
life have never been trapsformed by the love
and grace of Christ. Such recruits to our ranks
are not only potential risks, but are unsatis-
faetory and cantankerous members-—while they
remain with us.

Be it noted, however, that it takes soundly
converted preachers and Bible instructors to
truly convert others. In altogether too many
cases there is grave weakness at this point.
The lightness, joviality, and secularism, coupled
with the obvious lack of genuine spirituality,
the reliance upon the mechanics of method, or-
ganization, argument, devices, and oratory for
evangelistic equipment, are all too tragically
reflected in the converts of some. This need
for true conversion is basic, and it is personal.
God forgive us if unsanctified hands handle the
Word of life, if untransformed lips merely par-
rot the message of life or death to the soul. A
converted ministry, with a resultant consecrated,
converted church, is our greatest need. Sound
conversion is the first sheet anchor of the soul,
to avoid drifting with the tide onto the rocks
of separation.

2. Lack of Thorough Instruction in the Veri-
ties of the Faith. In some of our high-pressure
evangelistic campaigns, where there is all too
little personal work and home instruction, many
are hurried into the church with serious gaps
in their instruction. Vital subjects were missed
because of irregular attendance, and only hast-
ily reviewed in the baptismal class. The dis-
tinctive Spirit of prophecy and tithing truths,
health, educational, and other reforms, and
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much else that goes to make a genuine, intelli-
gent, fullrounded Seventh-day Adventist, are
neglected and sometimes even omitted. We
have too often rushed people into the baptismal
pool before they were properly prepared and
ready. Thorough instruction, then, is the sec-
ond anchor to hold the soul when the buffeting
winds of trial would drive it aground.

3. Failure to Integrate Our Converts Into the
Throbbing Heart of the Movement. Too often
we do not properly integrate our converts into
the spirit and comprehensive program -of the
advent movement. Every family won to this
message should not merely be joined to the
church. All should be inducted into the Sab-
bath school as regular and active members, the
young people tied into the activities and objec-
tives of the Missionary Volunteer Society, the
children and youth enrolled in our church
schools and academies, the parents brought into
our various layman endeavors, the home regu-
larly supplied with our periodicals and books,
interests and activities tied into our evange-
listic projects, and our world-wide missions,
habits of health, diet, drink, dress, and recrea-
tion tactfully revised and reformed.

In other words, our converts should be inte-
grated into the spirit, life, and vital activities
of the church. They must become full-fledged
participants in God’s organized movement, not
mere members of the church, as are most ad-
herents of popular Protestant denominations.
This is the third sheet anchor to the soul.
‘When this is fastened to bedrock, it will be a
strong aid in keeping converts from drifting
into carelessness.

Let us not be quick to lay on the evangelist
all the blame for failure here. He is the victim
of a system of intensive and too often super-
ficial evangelistic campaigning that has devel-
oped. Moreover, he is judged by his immediate
record of baptisms, rather than by the perma-
nency of his converts. Were we to change the
checkup and standard of convert evaluation, to
the number of those still in the church at the
end of a year after baptism, the entire picture
would change. This is the test of true evange-
lism—not merely how many, but how abiding.

We go to great expense and pains to gain
converts. But we often rush our evangelists
through their efforts. We transfer them too
soon—before their efforts are properly bound off
and their converts soundly established. No one
else can so establish these new recruits in the
faith as the one who first leads them to accept
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it. His instruction needs to be moié fuil, thor-
ough, and complete. We should not rush him
or permit him to be pulled away from an effort
with his work only partly done, to repeat the
incomplete procedure in another place. Both
the conference committee and the evangelist
must share the responsibility for failure here.
We must revise our evangelistic schedule if we
are to comserve our fruitage. Conservation is
imperative today, for our own sake, for the
sake of souls at stake, and for the honor of
God.

4. Failure of Co-ordination Between Visiting
Evangelist and Resident Pastor or District
Leader. The frequént lack of co-ordination at
this point, though in a slightly different cate-
gory, is serious. Oftentimes there is failure
on the part of the evangelist to actively tie the
resident worker into the effort, so that the
converts are jointly his converts and his charge.
Sometimes the tragic human trait of indiffer-
ence or jealousy shows itself. They are not my
converts, the pastor may say. Intensely busy
with his own problems and interests, he lets
them drift through neglect. Nevertheless, they
are souls within his parish, and there is mes—
capable respousibility.

Sometimes the pastor is out of sympathy with
the evangelist. At times this may be sheer lack
of co-operation. In other cases it springs from
revulsion against an evangelist’s boastful pub-
licity, or perchance his careless and superficial
work. And then, when the credit for all souls
won in the city for the duration of a campaign
goes to the visiting evangelist, it is easy to see
how there is naturally a lack of ardor on the
part of the resident pastor and a failure to tie
in with the effort. This matter of faulty rela-
tionship is a serious weakness that should be
resolutely remedied.

New converts have to be nursed along for a
time. This responsibility must be shared. We
do not leave the newborn infant to shift for it-
self. We do not say, It is not my child; I have
no special responsibility for it. Or, to change
the figure, there needs to be active, vital, per-
sistent husbanding of our fruitage. The tender
plant must be cared for—watered, sheltered
from the burning sun, cultivated, and fed until
its rootg are firmly set, and it can stand alone
under storm, stress, or drought, bearing fruit
and honoring the expectations of the heavenly
hushandman.

Few people are harder to reach
again than those who have become only half
Adventists and have drifted away from the
faith. Only partially indoctrinated, not under-
standing the genius and spirit of their new
faith, not being willing to abandon completely
their former worldly life, they are moved to
repentance by nothing. Such individuals often
develop an indifference and an apathy toward
the church that frequently puts them beyond
the pale of help.

It is a fearful thing to brmg a soul part way
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along the path of a new life and then allow himi
to become confused and lose his way because
the signboards are not clear, the lighting is
dim and insufficient, or the road is beset with
unmarked bypaths, and sometimes marred by
unknown ruts or pits. Leaving such to strug-
gle along behind the procession, to stumble off
the pathway back to the familiar and enticing
life of the past, involves most solemn account-
ability which we cannot pass on to others.
Fellow workers, this situation presents a tre-
mendous challenge and confronts us with fear-
ful responsibility. We must grapple with the
problem and alter the situation. We must
change our methods, attitudes, and relation-
ships. We must never rest until this great
wastage has been stopped. For the sake of
souls, for the cause we love, for the honor of
the church, and, above all, for the sake of
Christ who gave His life for the souls of men,
let us change this situation. L. E. F.

O W

Are They Reading for Strength?

]{T is generally agreed that such church mem-

bers as read their way into an acceptance
of the message constitute its soundest members.
Further, we know' that those who continue to
read message-filled books and publications cause
little concern regarding their spiritual welfare.

Unfortunately, however, not all our mem-
bers are thus mamtammg their spiritual and
intellectual balance. We live in a busy age.
Our interests are diverted, and too often the
days pass with but little time for study and
meditation. Such conditions are a growing
peril to Seventh-day Adventists.

It is gratifying to note that more of the Spirit
of prophecy books are going into the homes of
Seventh-day Adventists than ever before. It is
with difficulty that the publishers are able to
supply the ever-increasing demands for these
books. It is well to promote the sale of this
literature, and to know that such promotion is
efféective. But our efforts should not cease with
the securing of the books by those to whom we
minister. We should be equally concerned with
the question as to whether these books are re-
ceiving thoughtful study, or whether they are
merely an ornament to grace the living room
table or the hookshelf. Only as they are opened
and their pages studied can they make effective
their helpful messages of counsel and informa-
tion.

It was this problem, discerned four years ago
and carefully studied, that led the General Con-
ference officers to recommend the plan of the
Spirit of Prophecy Reading Program. By this
simple method, thousands of our laity and some
of the worker group have been encouraged to
undertake a systematic reading of the Ellen G.
‘White books. Already, through ten or fifteen

. —Please turn to page 40
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SPECIALLY PREPARED FOR THE

1944 MINISTERIAL
READING COURSE

THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
By Ellen Gould White

During the coming year, in which we
commemorate the inception of the third an-
gel’s message, it is most fitting that we turn
again to “The Great Controversy Between
Christ and Satan.” The author, with divine
enlightenment, speaks with unique knowledge
of the past and with clarity and assurance of
the future, as she depicts upon the background
of the history of the past twenty centuries the
play and counterplay of contenders in the
bitter conflict.

Special emphasis is placed upon the rise of the advent movement. We
hear the first and second angels sound their messages, and we see the advent
hope well again in the hearts of men. The testing message uttered by the
cry of the third angel is next heard, and as its work progresses, the curtain
is drawn back, and we get a glimpse of the artful attempts of the great
adversary to thwart its reception and seal the world in sin. :

Quickly the unfolding drama turns to events yet future. Startling
movements, religious and political, stand forth before us. Graphically we
see portrayed the last struggle of the church and its glorious triumph.

That we may ever hold fresh in mind the reality of this bitter con-
flict in which we are engaged; that we may grasp anew the significance of
the present ministry of Christ, now a century in progress; that we may be
spiritually and intelligently prepared for the rapidly developing cataclysmic
final scenes of the controversy, the ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church should again unitedly read “The Great Controversy.”
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Broadcasting the Advent Message ______. $2.50
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Sunday in Roman Paganism _ ... 2.50
o Alcohol the Destroyer . 125
This price is for un- The Great Controversy ... __$2.50
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BROADCASTING THE ADVENT MESSAGE
This new book represents the accumu-

lated experience of nearly twenty years of

radio preaching by Adventist preachers. So
wide is the field that no one man can cover it.
Many have contributed out of their years of
trial and error~—and success. The quintes-
sence of all that has been done in radio
ministry for the advent movement is here
offered to the reader for the first time. Every
preacher who is interested in radio work will
~ hail this book as the answer to his prayers—
and questions. The know-how that has been
developed by consecrated men is here com-
- bined into a handbook and guide for all who

By Over Forty S. D. A. Radio Evangelists

are connected in any way with radio ministry.
Every executive will want it to aid him ‘in
guiding the committees which must appro-
priate funds. Every pastor will want it, that
he may integrate his local church work most
effectively with both local and national broad-
casts. Every theological student will want it,
that he may be prepared to enter the radio
ministry when he shall take up his duties.
And even men who are already successfully
carrying on radio work will find in this new
book ideas which may improve their work
and multiply their results. This is a must
book in 1944 for every Adventist worker.

’” OF OUR HEALTH MESSAGE

5 meets a longfelt and oft-
eed. Against a background
nd contemporary movements
. temperance, sanitary, and
reform, it presents in con-
m an important feature of
; Adventist history never be-
ted. You will be stimulated
how six outstanding messages
gh the Spirit of prophecy to
between 1848 and 1871, with
instruction in healthful living

By Dores Eugene Robinson

cluded also is a valuable statement of the
issues in the denominational crisis that

led to the transfer of the center of med-

ical training from Battle Creek to Loma
Linda, with the remarkable providences
connected with the inception and devel
opment of our medical college. The
author, a membér of the office staff of the
Ellen G. White Publications, has con-
sulted and used many documents, not
generally available, in the comprehensive
files of denominational records at the
General Conference headquarters.

ds of health education. In-

SUNDAY IN ROMAN PAGANISM

The author has made an exhaustive
study of the Sabbath-Sunday question in the
first four centuries of the Christian Era.
His research has extended over the past
twelve years in Europe, the United States,
and Latin America. In this investigation
many thousands of musty tomes in various
languages were consulted. He has here pre-
sented his findings on the planetary week
and its day of the sun as they were employed
in Roman paganism~—the planetary week
being an astrological institution in which
the days were dedicated to a hebdomad of
celestial orbs, worshiped as gods by the

By Robert Leo Odom

heathen. In this treatise the author has
assembled a large number of statements by
ancient writers, old inscriptions in both
Greek and Latin, paintings, and calendar
fragments, revealing the use of the planetary
week among the pagan Romans from the
first century B. C. to the fourth century
A. D. This is the most comprehensive study
yet presented on the subject, and as far as
we know, the only book published on the
theme. Thé photographic material is most
valuable. The work is designed to give to
workers and students a better understanding
of the pagan background of Sunday.

THE DESTROYER

s book by C. Aubrey Hearn
hern Baptist Sunday School
, just off the press, is literally
h temperance sermon mate-
srehensive in scope, but com-
n and organization, this vol-

that its title implies. It
ohol as the destroyer of
alth, the wrecker of mind
1lity, the ruiner of moral and
lues. A great crusade against
ong past due, and Seventh-
ist workers should be in the
of this battle. To take the

By C. Aubrey Hearn

lead, we must have full and reliable
information and a comprehensive view
of the issues, A veritable .arsenal of
practical suggestions for temperance
teachers. It has a whole series of im-
pressive diagrams, graphs, illustrations,
impressive cartoons, an appendix of
quotations and suggestions, and the
volume closes with a valuable bibliog-
raphy. In order to be conversant with
the latest issues and facts concerning
the alcohol problem, every Seventh-day
Adventist minister, and other workers,
will need to read this fascinating book.
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Man of Like Passions,* The Life Story of
Charles G. Finney, by Richard Ellsworth
Day, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, 1942, 200
pages, $1.50.

This biographical sketch of Finney, the latest
of Doctor Day’s dramatic biographies of the
great revivalists, is one that every Seventh-day
Adventist preacher and teacher would do well
0 read. As in the case of Bush Aglow, the
Pbiography of Moody, the author spent a yearjs
time going over the land of his subject. It is

unique in its structure, and very readable, and .

seems to impart to the reader a bit of that
- gpirit which caused “a thousand other lights”
to be lighted under the enthusiasm and the
vigorous preaching and teaching of the noted
revivalist,

In reading the book, it is well to remember
that Charles Finney was one of the chief figures
4n that mighty revival movement, instigated
.of God in the beginning of the nineteenth cen-
tury in Britain, Europe, and then America, to
prepare the way for His last message of mercy
to be given the world in this advent movement.
“With the passing of the sixteenth-century Ref-
.ormation, the Protestant churches had lost their
.evangelical vision, and a decadence had set in
-which caused the .Methodist Church alone to
Jose 11,600 members in the years 1793-1795.
“Thus Finney’s voice was one among many
which God used to pave the way for His great
-program of evangelizing the world, and specifi-
«cally for this threefold reform message of Rev-
elation 14.

The author brings a freshness of interpreta-
tion to Finney’s life and motivating spirit by
‘his dramatic description of the everyday events
.of the great revivalist’s life, both as a preacher
.and as president of Oberlin College. One is
-made definitely aware of the fact that the fires
of revival burned as brightly in the heart-of
“President Finney as in Preacher Finney. His
-motto was, “Better omit the course in English
literature than omit the revival.” It is a book
that will revive the spirit of evangelism in
every reader.

L. E. NIERMEYER. [Pastor, Sunnyside
Church, Portland, Oregon.]

‘Music and the Scriptures,* I. E. Reynolds,
Broadman Press, Nashville, 1942, 149

pages, 60 cents.

This is a very fine little book, prepared for
the classroom, but of special value to the busy

-pastor or church music director who has felt .

the need of a compilation of Scripture teaching
on the subject of music, both vocal and instru-
‘mental. As the name implies, the book is
largely a compilation of Bible texts, quoted in
-full, grouped according to subjects.

The chapter headings are: “The Purpose of
“Music,” “General Survey,” “The Musicians,”
“Instruments,” “Music Program Materials,”
“Rendering Musie Programs,” and “The Order
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of Service.” REach chapter is introduced by a

blackboard outline, and the book closes with a

set of test questions for each chapter. 'The true

value of the book will not be apparent to the

casual reader, but it will yield a wealth of in-

formation to the careful student.

E. L. Pincenor. [Pastor, Battle

Creek, Michigan.]

Sermon Outlines and Ylustrations,* compiled
and edited by Theodore W. Engstrom, Zon-
dervan, Grand Rapids, 1942, 168 pages, $1.

The editor of the book is the managing ed-
itor of the Christian Digest. 'The outlines in
the first half of the book present the careful
analytical procedure of sermon construction.
Several of these outlines are helpful, and should
be valuable aids in sermon preparation.

The last half of this fine little book is alive
with 125 illustrations, of which about fifty could
be used to great advantage by the pastor or the
evangelist as windows to illuminate the minds
of his listeners. These illustrations are worth
the price of the book. This is a worth-while
volume, for it brings to mind new vistas of
thought, and will enlarge the preacher’s store
of illustrations.

GeorcE SEMLER Rarp. [Pastor,
-Capital Memorial Church, D. C.]

The Funeral,* A Source Book for Ministers,.

Andrew W. Blackwood, Westminster Press,
Philadelphia, 1942, 2538 pages, $2.

This book, dealing exclusively with the fun-
eral, meets a definite need. The author writes
out of a rich experience and handles the whole
subject with dignity and grace. We are fre-
quently called to minister comfort to the sor-
rowing, and bring peace to troubled hearts.
This volume, written in Iucid style, gives good
counsel concerning the minister’s opportunities
and responsibilities, such as arranging for the
funeral and planning the service, with sugges-
tions concerning music to strengthen and po-
etry to heal. It is a commendable treatise, and,
viewed even from the standpoint of homiletics,
it is good.

In the chapter devoted to the frank discus-
sion of problem funerals, such as a suicide case
and other distressing circumstances, the writer
offers valuable suggestions to enable the min-
ister to render comfort at such times. Other
chapters deal with various kinds of funerals,
such as eremation and military funerals.

The beautiful poems in the anthology at the
back of the book will be welcomed by all who
are called to minister in the hour of sadness.
This book will make a worth-while addition to
any minister’s library, and it might well be a
“must” for all who are called to the holy office
of pastoring the flock.

R. ArnaN ANDERSON. [Associate Secretary
of the Ministerial Association.]

*Elective, 1944 Ministerial Reading Course.
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EDITORIAL COUNCIL: H. M, WALTON, M. D.

Devoted to the interests of the Medical Missi

D. LOIS BURNETT, R. N.

Association of Seventh-day Adventists. This

Association is organized for the purpose of uniting all our church agencies in gospel medical mission-
ary work, and teaching by precept and example our broad, balance‘_i principles of healthful living.

Human Failure and the Divine Remedy
By EDNA F. PATTERSON, M. D., Staff Physician,

EALTH has always been a valued treasure,
H but today its value is going up. Just
now, it is not only a patriotic duty, but
a public necessity, to keep healthy. With the
tempo of life stepped up, with the emotional
stress and strain now being placed upon the

nervous system, how vital it becomes for every’

individual to take his health bearings anew!
The health of a nation is its first line of de-
fense, and this line is no stronger than the
health of each individual who composes that
nation.

THE AWAKENING.—The physical condition of
Americans was of rather passive concern until

the jolt of Pearl Harbor startled us from our

sleep. When national draft of man power was
ordered, and when men reported for military
duty, the medical examining boards found more
than forty per cent physically unfit for service.
Almost one half of our nation’s men, still in
the prime of life, physically defective! These
men looked sound, and said they felt well, but
careful examination and special tests revealed
defects in vital structures.

The Committee on National Medical Care dis-

closes the alarming fact that on an average day.

four million people are disabled because of sick-
ness! This would be two cities the size of Los
Angeles filled with hospital beds. The eco-
nomic loss to this nation is tremendous. And
all this in the face of so-called modern medi-
cine! Furthermore, cold figures do not take
into consideration human values, such as phys-
ical pain, heartaches, and broken homes.

About half a century ago medical science be.
gan making long strides forward in its treat-
ment of disease. After wading through the
miasma of ignorance and superstition—hang-
overs from the Dark Ages—science became
aware of the fact that definite laws regulate
the processes of disease, that obedience to these
laws spells health, but disobedience means dis-
ease and death. And so a new word was formed
—‘“prophylactic,” or “preventive.” Preventive
medicine began to be publicized and popular-
ized. Here indeed was reason for rejoicing.
But so rapid and fascinating was the progress
made in the scientific world, that the tendency
was to confine the healing art to the laboratory

The Ministry, January, 1944

Glendale Sanitarium, Glendale, California

and the “mechanics™ of medicine, while the doc-
tor-patient relation became more impersonal.
The stethoscope and microscope are wonderful
assets, but these must be supplemented by a
warm personality—a personal interest that can
bridge over the mechanics of medicine to the
individual’s need.

While the average medical doctor was ab-
sorbed in his newly found scientific skill, the
heartsick patient was often stumbling around
trying to find some way out of his sickness,
which was frequently mental and spiritual as
well as physical. The enemy was ready with a
variety of counterfeits. One system of healing
advocated “thinking” yourself well. Another
capitalized upon the vertebrae of man, assuring
the victim that the demon of disease could be
“rubbed out.” Magic healers with electric ma-
chines claimed to have mystic powers for the
verforming of miracles. Many a discouraged
victim; sick in mind and body, failing to find
a healing balm in the regular “M. D.” office,
turned to one of these healing cults—someone
who could make him “feel better.”

Organized medicine was failing to satisfy the
heart’s longing. Man was looking for some way
out, and God held the plan. His design was
written out and made plain on the “blueprint,”
that all who read it might understand. Be-
cause the graduate from the average medical
school by wisdom knew not God, a message
came to this people to establish a medical col-
lege. Here instruction was to be given, not
only in the mechanics of disease and medical
science, but in how to become a master of the
healing art, both physical and spiritual. Great
skill was to be imparted in the treatment of
disease, but a more important work was to be
instituted. Here was to be worked out the
gospel in practice. With his medical arm the
doctor would cover the physical maladies, and
with his spiritual arm he would bind his pa-
tient to the throne of God.

’Purpose of the Health Message

1. PREPARE A ProPLE~—The doctor was to be
an educator of the people. He was to lead out
in the health program, never forgetting spir-
itual values. ’
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“To the physician equally with the gospel minister
" is committed the highest trust ever committed to man.
Whether he realizes it or not, every physician is en-
trusted with the cure of souls.””—Ministry of Healing,
p. 119. .

“His efforts should extend to the diseases of the
mind, and to the saving of the soul.”—Counsels on
Health, pp. 323, 32}.

A balanced health program, rightly carried

out, would bring health to the church. High .

standards in living would thus purify its own
members first of all. God has promised that
if His own people are obedient to His laws,
none of the diseases which afflict the heathen
shall come upon them.

Every member of the church was to become
a “torchbearer” and to be a living example of
the health message which he was to bear. They
were to come behind in “no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord.” 1 Cor. 1:7.

2. AN ENTERING WEDGE—The health message
-was designed to break down prejudice and open
doors of opportunity for the gospel message.

“Much of the prejudice which prevents the truth of
the third angel’s message from reaching the hearts
©of the people, might be removed if more attention
were given to health reform. . . .

‘““This branch of the Lord’s work has not received
due attention, and through this neglect much has been
fost.”—Id., p. 452.

3. A SAFEGUARD -AGAINST DECEPTION.—The
world today is looking for some quick way out
of its troubles. Thousands are turning to Spir-
itualism for the answer. A patient recently
said to me, “What your sanitariums need is the
power to work miracles.” I replied, “No, if one
is so quickly healed, the cause of his sickness
will not be understood or removed. Health can
be maintained only by obedience to nature’s
laws.”

Too Little and Too Late

Because the devil knows the power connected
with medical ministry, he therefore has used
his superlative efforts in preventing the carry-
ing out of this health message. Surely today
is a time of unprecedented opportunity for us
to give to the world the knowledge which has
been committed to this people. With rationing
of sugar, meat, and coffee, and curtailment of
liquor, we could step into the gap and show
that these articles of diet are mnot only non-
essential but actually harmful,

‘We have come to the kingdom for such a time

as this, but if we continue in our present

lethargic state, then deliverance will surely
arise from another source. God’s program will
be finished and finished on time, whether we
enter into the work and reeceive the reward or
not. Many of our most skilled doctors and
nurses trained in our institutions have been
seduced into money-making and competing with
worldly men in mechanical skill, and the med-
ical missionary program drags far behind.
The old pioneers who had a vision of our bal-
anced program have passed. their years of serv-
ice, and sometimes it appears that the new the-
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ological graduates of our schools today have
not 80 much as heard whether there be a health .
message.

A Bible instructor recently planned to join a
young minister in his evangelical effort. In
her years of experience she had seen the suec-
cess of health lectures combined with the gos-
pel work, But the only response she got from
the young minister was, “Well, if you plan to
work with me, don’t bring in any of that health
stuff into the program.” Back of this theolog-
ical graduate is a college through whose doors
pass many other ministers, teachers, and Bible
instructors who go forth into homeland or for-
eign service; but they are crippled for service
before they begin, because they have not been
given a training in basic health principles. -
Fundamental truths on health reform would
first preserve their own health, and then pave’
the way for the entrance of the gospel work in
communities in which they work. Making con-
verts to the Adventist faith begins, not alone
with an altar call, but also with a reformation
at the dining table. Mental assent to a code
of rules must be evidenced by a transformation
in the life. This change usually is centered
around fleshly indulgences, such as meat eating,
coffee drinking, tobacco chewing, and indul-
gence in hurtful lusts. Unless the taste, the
stomach, and the hand are also converted, the

- individual will not, cannot stand.

Ways to Revive Health Education

‘Where shall we begin to teach these health
principles? I would suggest eight places.

1. MoTEER'S KNEE~—The hub of the commu-
nity and of the nation is the home. The chief
actor in that home is the mother. The pattern
of life is largely determined by her teaching
and example. A strong, well-poised body is far
more qualified to forge ahead to success men-
tally and less likely to fall a vietim to the vices
which ruin both body and soul. Physical
strength is most essential today in meeting
life’s strenuous problems. Democracy begins
in the home. Very often the habits .of intem-
perance are formed at mother’s table. How
vital it becomes, then, for her to know the rules
of diet and how to cook properly the food that
she serves.

- 2. IN tHE ScHOOLROOM.—The youth, in the
freshness and vigor of life, should be taught
the value of their priceless treasure—health.
Many a young person has in a few moments
bartered away a life of health and pleasure for
one of disease and suffering—only because he
was not taught the price of indulgence.

“Bvery student needs to understand the relation
between plain living and high thinking.”

“The relation of diet to intellectual development
should be given far more attention than it has re-

ceived. - Mental confusion and dullness are often the
result of errors in diet.”—Hducation, pp. 202, 20}.

The cigarette is frequently the cause of the
separation of a young man from his religious
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experience and finally the logs of all eternmity.
‘Who will be held responsible because he was

not taught that the “Iaws of his health are the -

laws of God”? 'Which is more vital, for the
child to be taught all about mathematics and
Caesar’s wars, or how to grow a strong, useful
body and a sound, clear-thinking mind? Les-
sons in the structure of this marvelous body
and its care should be given by interesting lec-
tures and colored slides. They should become
permanent blocks in the education of the youth.

How many young persons might be saved to
this denomination by correct instruction in re-
gard to health! No school is justified in its ex-
istence which does not teach the child how to
live.

3. Ixn Our CorLEcEs.—The laboratory for the
making of future doctors, preachers, and teach-
ers—yes, and good wives and husbands—is the
classroom. How many missionary families
have had to return home because of “failure
of the wife’s health”! Recently I heard a min-
ister telling of the tremendous expense of re-
turning missionaries, and almost chiding the
women for not having better resistance to dis-
ease. My heart burned within me, and I wanted
to say, “The failure came not in the foreign
field of service, but in the early teaching at
home, in the grade school, and in the college.
The unimportant was stressed, and subjects
vital to life were neglected.”

4. PuYSICIANS AND NURSES.—It is a wonderful
thing to be able to save a life, but of how much
greater importance is the saving of a soul for
eternal life! “Our physicians are to unite with
the work of the ministers of the gospel.
Through their labors, souls are to be saved, that
the name of God may be magnified.”—Testimo-
nies, Vol. VI, p. 240.

A keen ex-Adventist doctor recently chal-
lenged me with, “Ah! seventy-five per cent of
the doctors from Loma Linda eat meat any-
way.” I maintained that the fault does not lie
wholly with Loma Linda. How conscientiously
and eagerly our dear late Doctor Risley tried
to guide the students in right living. As they
went out into outside hospitals, they, like Dan-
iel of old, were to be living examples of what
healthful living would do. But it was hard to
change fixed habits. They lived as they had
lived before coming to Loma Linda. The influ-
ence of the home fraining far outweighs later
teaching.

5. IN Our SANITARIUMS.—Many men and
women have given up the use of harmful habits

while being taught a better way at some sani-

tarium, and many souls have been won to Christ
by the prayer of the nurse at a patient’s bed-
side.

“Our sanitariums are to be schools in which instruec-
tion shall be given in medical missionary lines. They
are to bring to sin-sick souls the leaves of the tree of
life.”’—Id., Vol, IX, p. 168.

“Without this union neither part of the work is
complete. The medical missionary work is the gospel
in illustration.”—1Id., Vol. VI, p. 2}1.
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6. IN THE CEURCHES—“] was shown that the
work of health reform had scarcely been en-
tered upon yet. . . . God’s people are not pre-
pared for the loud cry.”—Counsels on Health,
D. 453.

“BEvery church should be a training school for
Christian workers. . . . There should be schools of
health, cooking schools, and classes in various lines
of Christian help work.”—Ministry of Healing, p. 149.

This is a work which will bring life to the
chureh and cannot be done by proxy.

7. In THE CoMMUNITY.~Did we ever think
the time would come when groups of men and
women would ask us to come and tell them why
we do not eat meat or drink coffee? That time
is here. There are scores of civic clubs and
organizations that would welcome able speak-
ers on health and diet. 'Whom shall we send,
and who will go for us? Should not many a
qualified voice answer, “Here am I; send me”?

8. EvanGELIsTIC EFFORTS.—‘Our ministers
should become intelligent upon [the question
of health]. . . . Let them find out what con-
stitutes true health reform, and teach its prin-
ciples, both by precept and by a quiet, consist-
ent example.”—Counsels on Health, p. 149.

“Medical missionary work is in no case to be
divorced from the gospel ministry. The Lord
has specified that the two shall be as closely
connected as the arm is with the body.”

School of Health Evangelism

By C. J. RrrcuiE, Home Missionary Secretary,
Southeastern California Conference

OW well our wonderful message meets the

needs of this old world of sin! It gives the
only satisfactory answer to the oft-repeated
question, “What of tomorrow?” For earth’s
troubles and woes it presents the only remedy.
For the present medical needs it has long held
the solution, and urged upon the church a well-
defined course of education and action.

How refreshing it was, therefore, to a group
of about twenty workers from the conferences
of the Pacific Union to hear that the union
committee had authorized its medical depart-
ment, headed by Dr. H. W. Vollmer, to conduet
a school in Health Evangelism at Loma Linda.
As one of those who were privileged to attend,
I would like to render a brief report and to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for the benefits
received.

Perhaps a word about the faculty would be
in order before we proceed to a statement re-
garding the curriculum. I believe it would have
been extremely difficult to secure and assemble
anywhere at one time a finer array of instruc-
tors than those who provided the instruction
at this school. In the consciousness that
they were dealing with the leadership of our
churches, these men and women, who are mas-
ters. of their subjects, untiringly devoted their
special efforts to giving such instruction as
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would meet the needs of these solemn days and

. prepare the church for its glorious hour of op-

portunity. Observe the breadth and balance of.
the instruction given.

SERIES OF LECTURES ON SELECTED Torics: Ev-
ery worker in the cause would have enjoyed
L. K. Dickson’s discourse on “The Place of Med-
ical M15310na.ry Work in the Finishing of the
Work.” The president of the medical college,
Dr. W. E. Macpherson, addressed the class on
such necessary themes as medical ethics. “Phys-
jcal Living and Its Relationship to Spiritual
Experience” was the subject presented by Dr.
H. M. Walton, secretary of the Medical Depart-
ment of the General Conference. A remarkable
endorsement of the inspiration of the writings
of the Spirit of prophecy was provided the class
by Dr. G. K. Abbott, superintendent of the St.
Helena Sanitarium, who cited recent scientific
medical discoveries which substantiate the
statements written long ago.

F. D. Nichol's series of studies was inspir-
ing. Note some of his topies: “Why Include
Health Teaching in a Religious Creed?” “Why
Preachers and Laymen Should Study Physiol-
ogy and Anatomy.” “Mistakes to Avoid in
Presenting Health Reform.” - “Scientific Confir-
mation of Qur Health Views, Including Physio-
therapy, Religious or Mental Hygiene, and
Diet.” M. A. Hollister also gave the clasg the
benefit of his years of study and experience in
medical missionary endeavors.

MeNTAL HYGIENE AND PSYCHOLOGY received
special consideration from Drs. Harold Shryock
and Mary McReynolds. The latter found ample
justification for just such a school at Loma
Linda from ‘“The Loma Linda Messages.”
These writings distinctly specify that Loma
Linda is to be more than a professional school
for turning out M. D’s. It is to be a large train-
ing center in medical missionary work for all
classes of workers.

PREPARATION AND PRESENTATION oF HEALTH
Lectures. Under the direction of E. Toral Seat
the class prepared and delivered fourteen health
lectures. These will provide an excellent start,
at least, for an evangelistic notebook. This
phase of the work was extended as evangelists
from near-by conferences, who are carrying on
a medical missionary program, outlined their
programs and methods.

AN OUTLINE OF PHYSIOLOGY Wwas compacted
into six weeks by Dr. F. M. Gardner, whose
deep interest in the class was greatly appre-
ciated. He also found time in his full program
to give helpful instruction in voice culture.
With the help of his able assistant, Dr. K. E.
Kellogg, practical demonstrations, including viv-
isections, accompanied the lessons.

NutrIiTION rightly received a prominent place
in the weekly program. Its scientific aspects
were excellently taught by the dean of the
School of Dietetics, Mrs. Esther Gardner. Her
efficient colecturer, Miss Pearl Jenkins, added
studies on “Diet in Disease.”
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ScHOOL OF NUTRITION AND CookeryY. In the
community hall an average of about -seventy
people attended ten classes directed by Mrs.
'W. Lindsay, dietitian from the St. Helena Sani-

-tarium. Mrs. Lindsay has had extensive experi-

ence in this type of program, and the class
greatly benefited from her practical public dem-
onstrations:

HYDROTHERAPY in theory was taught in the
classroom by Dr, C. H. Dail, and the principles
were demonstrated by Mr. Bedan in the hydro-
therapy rooms of the college. The members of
the class greatly appreciated the opportunity
both of seeing these treatments-demonstrated
and of practicing them on one another.

PERsoNAL HEALTH AND RECREATION Were not
neglected. Elder Moran, chaplain of the sani-
tarium, supervised these morning studies and
exercises. Miss Middleton’s studies on physical
culture ought to be a help to any busy minister.

Home NtUrsing. In addition to all this, the
class received a course in denominational and
Red Cross home nursing. Mrs. G. A. Spear,
R. N., proved an excellent teacher.

FirsT Aip. In case the members of the class
are near an automobile wreck or aerial bomb-
ing, they will be recognized Red Cross “first
aiders” as a result of the instruction given by
Doctor Lonergan.

PaNeL Discussions. We can only mention
these in passing, but they were particularly
valuable, especially those on aleohol, source ma-
terial, and medical missionary Work in our
churches.

It was not at first planned that a Bible class
should be taught, except through devotional
exercises. But the class made special request,
and in response Elder Varner Johns presented
several studies which were of definite value.

‘Was the course as a whole helpful? Was it
worth while? How could such a course, so well
planned and so well taught, be otherwise? “It
is just too bad that this has not been done for
years,” said one member of the class. “How
much farther along our churches would be, had
this been given before!” offered another. And
the general opinion was that it is to be regret-
ted that every minister and worker cannot get
the benefits of such a course every two or three
years.

We deeply appreciated the privilege of attend-
ing this School of Health Evangelism.

Spiritual Aspects of Nursing

By MartHA HANSEN, R. N., Supervisor of In-
struction, Mountain Sanitarium, N. C.

WHILE Christ was here upon earth, He

‘went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was
with Him.” Acts 10:38. He came to this world
“to seek and to save that which was lost,” and
to live a perfect life, one completely in accord
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with His Father’s will. When He began His.

ministry He declared, “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to
preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent me
to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.”
These were the aims and objectives of His life.

Christ organized the church to carry on His
work of ministry. Among the gifts and powers
bestowed upon the church was the gift of heal-
ing. (1 Cor. 12:28.) This gift was exercised
to a great extent by the apostles and other fol-
lowers of Christ, and still exists as a gift in the
church today. One natural outcome of this gift
has been the establishment of medical institu-
tions by the church, and the consecration of
devoted workers to the care of the sick.

In modern times the care of the sick has be-

come highly organized and sciemtific. Im step-

with these modern developments, the medical
institutions of the church have incorporated
new, scientific methods of treatment. The
church medical institution sees in this new
knowledge an unfolding of the wisdom of God
and an opportunity to make its service of still
‘greater value to the world.

The church medical institution recognizes, to
a greater degree than the secular hospital, that
in the care of the sick there are three aspects
—the physical, the mental, and the spiritual.
“Mind and body are so closely related that when
one is sick, the other also is sick.” (Harmer,
Bertha, R. N., Textbook of the Principles and
Practice of Nursing, p. 13, Macmillan, New
York, 1939.) There is a close relationship be-
tween sin and illness, and many times recovery
is delayed or made impossible by the depressing
influence of a burden of sin on the heart.

The Christian nurse is a co-worker with
Christ. Christ uses her hands to do His work.
She feels the truth of Ambroise Paré’s words,
“I dressed his wounds; God healed him.” If
this is the viewpoint to be given to the student,
not only must the basic sciences be emphasized
in the curriculum, but also the study of religion,
especially the life of Christ and the effect of
His life on the world.

The subject of nursing arts is the most im-
portant in the school of nursing curriculum.
All other subjects are important only as they
contribute to laying the foundation for good
pursing care. In order for the teaching of nurs-
ing arts to be effective, these sciences must be
closely integrated, and in order that such teach-
ing may be complete and supreme in its appli-
cation, the spiritual aspects must also be in-
tegrated.

In sickness the patient is beset with worries
and perplexities. His illness has multiplied his
problems, and for a time is making him feel
helpless and dependent. - The enforeced cessa-
tion of his ordinary activities causes him to
think of his past life, and in the crisis of his
illness his mistakes and sins take on a greater
importance. Many are tempted to doubt God’s
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care and love for them. The nurse who realizes
this, and who is prepared to meet this need, can
perform a service which none other can do.
The nurse who can quote comforting passages
of Scripture and can pray with her patient, can
often do as much for him as medications or
treatment can do, if not more.

Spiritual consolation and prayer are especially
important in these three procedures, or points
of contact, which the nurse makes with the
patient: care for the dying, preparation for
surgery, and bedtime care.

The greatest crisis in a person’s life is that
of facing death. The afterlife of the persom
depends entirely on the life he has lived and
on the state of his mind and heart before death.
The kindness, gentlenmess, and thoughtfulness
of the nurse should be at their highest level
when caring for a dying patient. The patient
who has a living faith and confidence in God
can face death in peace. If the patient pro-
fesses Christianity, his religious preferences
and requests should be complied with. Many
patients profess no religion at all, and for them
the nurse is the only one who can give spiritual
help. Blessed is the nurse who can pray and
lead these patients to a knowledge of the love
of God, to an assurance of God’s willingness to
forgive sins, and a confidence of His acceptance
of all those who earnestly seek Him.

Combating Fear of Surgery

Along with the fear of death, the prospect
of surgery also gives the patient a feeling of
apprehension and fear. The dread of the anes-
thetic and of the pain which will follow and the
knowledge of the risks involved are a source
of anxiety and comcern. If, in addition to the
physical preparation, the nurse can relieve the
apprehension of the patient, much is accom-
plished toward assuring the success of the op-
eration, for fear and anxiety lower the vital
forces and increase the risk of surgery. When
the surgical preparation is completed and the
patient is made comfortable for the night, a
prayer offered by the nurse will give peace and
confidence and tend to assure a good night’s
rest. While the patient hears the nurse ask
God for His blessing on him and his loved ones,
for His blessing of healing, for His presence by
his bedside during the night, and for Him to
guide the hands of the surgeon during the op-
eration, then his fears diminish and he relaxes,
filled with hope and faith.

To the average patient, there is another serv-
ice which may be the means of hastening his
recovery. Many patients dread the night be-
cause of their inability to sleep. Fear, anxiety,
or worries fill their minds. During the day the
nurses, doctors, and others keep them busy,
but the night, with its quiet, removes barriers,
and their minds are centered on their prob-
lems. The object of bedtime care is to make
the patient mentally and physically comfortable,
and to remove all hindrances to sleep. When
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the physical needs have been cared for, a short,
quiet Prayer, asking God’s blessing on the pa-
tient in giving him a good night’s sleep, will
often make unnecessary the use of capsules and
pills. Patients appreciate this service and they
realize its value to them. To illustrate this,
I wish to give a few incidents from my own
experience and observation.

While I was a student, I went to see a patient
one night who was having difficulty in sleeping.
He was sitting on the edge of the bed. He had
had a bad dream which perplexed and bothered
him. He asked me, “Now what can I go back
to sleep on?” I thought of a verse in the
Psalms, and repeated it to him: “I will both
lay me down in peace, and sleep; for Thou,
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.” Ps.
4:8. In reply he said, “That’s it.” After mak-
ing him comfortable in bed, I offered a short
prayer, and he had no more difficulty.

At another time 1 was asked to give bedtime
care to a patient who was very nervous and
fatigued, and had trouble with her sleeping.
After giving her care, I asked her if she would
like me to have prayer with her, to which she

gladly assented. She was gone the next day,.

and I wondered how she was getting along.
Some mornths later, she saw me and told me
that that prayer started her on her way to
health.

One of our students, while affiliating, had an
interesting experience. One evening, as she
was about to give a sedative to a patient, the
woman said, “I believe that if you would pray
with me, I would not need that sedative.” The
nurse prayed for her, and she slept all night
without the use of the drug.

Most patients of the Mountain Sanitarium

look forward to the nurse’s prayer at night.

Sometimes during the summer months the am-
bulatory patients stay out on the porch or lawn
until quite late. By that time the evening-care
nurses have gone off duty. When such a pa-
tient comes back to his room, quite often the
night supervisor goes in to see him. Then he
usually asks for his nurse and admits that what
he really wants is the evening prayer.

I have been very thankful that I received my
nursing education in a Christian school. As I

teach, I aim to direect my students to spiritual

attitudes and a true insight into their work.

“Words of cheer and encouragement spoken when
the soul is sick and the pulse of courage is low,—these
are regarded by the Saviour as if spoken to Himself.
As hearts are cheered, the heavenly angels look on in
pleased recognition.”—Ministry of Healing, p. 159.

“Those who are fighting the battle of life at great
odds may be strengthened and encouraged by little
attentions that cost only a loving effort. To such the
strong, helpful grasp of the hand by a true friend is
worth more than gold or silver. Words of kindness
are as welcome as the smile of angels.”—Id., p. 158.

XK X

¢ TeP methods of quackery are merely & theft
from the most ancient phases of folk medicine.
—Sudhoff.
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- Demonstration Health Talk

By Murier, Freming, R. N., Surgical
Supervisor, Boulder Sanitarium

SussecT: “A Ruthless Gangster—Cancer.”

INTRODUCTION: Cancer is a ruthless gangster,
striking down 145,000 innocent vietims each
year. It carries fear to the hearts of its pos-
sible victims. Therefore, in order to fight and
conquer this enemy, we must bring him out in
the open, dispel fear by finding out what cancer
is, how it strikes, how it can be treated, and
how to prevent it.

I. PREVALENCE OF CANCER.

" 1. Cancer a universal disease.

Attacks entire animal kingdom, includ-
ing man.

2. Known in ancient times.

a. Ancient Egyptians familiar with
cancer. ’

b. Early writings of India mention it.

3. No respecter of person.

a. Babies may be born with it.

b. 0ld people die of it.

c. But it occurs chiefly between ages
of forty and sixty. )

d. Women affected more often than
men.

e. Affects all parts of body. Approxi-
mate order of frequency: Uterus,
breast, stomach, intestines, liver,
genital organs, lower bowel, pan-
creas, lungs and respiratory tract,
bladder, skin, mouth.

II. NATURE OF CANCER.

1. English word “cancer” comes from a
Latin word meaning crab.

2. Cancer, an overgrowth of cells of body.

3. Cancer spreads through body by:

a. Growing into the surrounding tissue.

b. Entering into the blood or lymph
system and being carried to differ-
ent parts of the body.

4. Cancer does not cause death if com-
pletely destroyed or removed. Very
important to discover and remove it
before it spreads through body.

5. Cancer not a disgrace. Just as “re-
spectable” a disease as heart trouble.

6. Cancer not contagious.

III. CAusEs OF CANCER.

1. Authorities hold to the opinion that
some form of chronic irritation is often
a factor, such as:

a. Jagged teeth, pipe stems, ete., caus-
ing cancer of the lips.

b. Overexposure to sunlight, causing
cancer of the skin.

c. Irritation of moles or warts.

d. Tear at childbirth, causing cancer
of uterus or genital tract.

2. There may be inherited tendencies to-
ward cancer.

@. This should only cause greater alert-
ness in looking for it.
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b. Should not be taken as ground for

a fatalistic attitude or fear.
IV. EARLY SI1GNS OF CANCER.

1. Reason why so many people die of this
disease is that it is often insidious in
onset; also although suspected it is
often allowed to exist months before
treatment is sought.

2. You can protect yourself by learning

~ symptoms and knowing what to do.

3. Danger signals:

a. Any lump, especially in the breast.

b. Change in size or color of any pre-
viously existing wart or mole.

¢. Any sore which does not heal, espe-
cially around the tongue, mouth, or
lips.

d. Any unusual discharge or bleeding,
inereased menstrual bleeding, bleed-
ing after menopause.

e. Chronic epigastric discomfort, feel-
ing of fullness after meals not re-
lieved by simple measures.

f. Persistent hoarseness.

¢. Persistent change from normal
habit of action of the bowel.

h. Pain in the bone.

4. Pain is usually a very late symptom.
Don’t wait for it.

5. If you have any symptoms, go to the
doctor immediately.

. Remember that cancer is curable in
the early stages.

b. The American College of Surgeons
has reported more than 27,000 can-
cer cases cured.

V. DiagNosis. Can be made only by a com-
petent physician.

VI. TREATMENT.

1. The selection of the physician is an im-

- portant factor.

@. Family doctor usually first. He
may refer you to a specialist.

b. Beware of quacks. Never select a
doctor who promises a cure for can-
cer, who demands a fee in advance,
or one unwilling to call another doc-
tor in consultation.

2. Effective methods of treating cancer.
¢. Surgery, radium, and X ray.

b. BEarly application of the proper
treatment very necessary for cure.

CURARBILITY OF CANCER.

1. Cancer, to considerable extent, a cur-
able disease.

2. Per cent cured when treatment given:

VII.

EARLY  LATE
TYPE TREATMENT TREATMENT
Breast 75% 20%
Uterus 80% 10%
Mouth 80% 20%
Lip 85% 10%
Skin 95% 30%
Lower bowel 50% 0%
Bladder 50% 0%
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VIII. PREVENTION OF CANCER.

1. Annual physical examination an im-
portant aid in prevention of cancer.

2. Prevent any chronic irritation to any

~ part of the body.

3. Prevent mouth cancer. Repair or re-
move jagged teeth; do not use ill-fitted
dental plates. ’

4. Prevent cancer of the skin.

a. If dark-colored warts or moles be-
come irritated, consult a physician.
b. Keep the gkin clean.

5. Prevent breast cancer. :

a. Do not wear garments that press
tissues tightly against chest wall.

b. Mothers should nurse babies if at
all possible, as there is less cancer
in such mothers.

6. Prevent cancer of uterus.

a. Have all birth injuries repaired
within six months.

b. Have all unnatural vaginal dis-
charges investigated.

SwvMmmarY: This great gangster cancer causes
more deaths than any other disease except
heart trouble. It takes its toll of 145,000 people
yearly. This is a tragedy, especially when con-
servative authorities agree that between one
third and one half of this number could be
saved by early diagnosis and treatment. A
complete physical examination yearly, one that
covers all sites where cancer is likely to de-
velop, would greatly aid in finding cancer be-
fore it is too late. Give this information to
your family and your friends. If you suspect
cancer, do not delay; go to a reliable physician

at once. The time to cure cancer is at the be-
ginning. “Early” is the watchword for cancer
control.
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Association Notes

MewmBERS of the Medical Mission-
ary Association—and, in fact, all
readers of THE MinisTRY—Wwill be
interested to know that a number
of actions passed during the re-
cent Autumn Council held in Washington, D. C.,
give promise of materially extending and en-
larging activities in medical missionary lines.

As an integral part -of “A Call to Universal
Evangelistic Advance,” attention is called to
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article 11 of the series of recommendations,
which reads as follows: “That we summon our
doctors, nurses, dentists, and medical techni-
ciang in private practice, and in our sanita-
riums, to join in a great medical missionary ad-
vance, with the winning of souls through the
health approach as-their supreme goal, and that
these endeavors be closely integrated with our
evangelistic efforts.”

We feel confident that our medical-worker
group will respond to this earnest appeal, and
will be challenged by the unprecedented oppor-
tunities of this time for the promulgation of
gospel truths and our distinctive health mes-
sage. Not only must we rise to the task of edu-
cating every lay member of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in the practical, balanced prin-
ciples of healthful living, but we are also debtor
to all those not of our faith. As a higher .note
is struck and greater efforts are put forth in
evangelistic work by the gospel workers, let ev-
ery medical worker join hands with them in
giving a unified and complete message, which
has as its objective the health of the body and
the welfare of the soul.

Attention is also called to another action of
the Autumn Council concerning a Health Evan-
gelism Course, patterned after the course which
has been offered at Loma ILinda during the last
two years by authorization of the Pacific Union
Conference. (See page 8 for the text of the rec-
ommendation.) It is now planned to enlarge
this course somewhat and place it under the
joint auspices of the General Conference Med-
ical Department, the Department of Education,
and the Ministerial Association, with counsel
from representatives of the College of Medical
Evangelists and our Theological Seminary.
This course in Health Evangelism is hereafter
to be offered both at Loma Linda and at the
Seminary, and thus will be made available to
a much larger number of gospel workers who
wish to profit by the opportunity of taking a
balanced, intensive course in health education
adapted to their needs and intended to be espe-
cially helpful to them. .

The enthusiastic comments of various work-
ers presented at the time of the Autumn Coun-
cil gave evidence of the widespread interest in
such a course, and the testimony of those who
have previously taken this work at Loma Linda
gives evidence of its value both in the personal
life and in public ministry.

Faurther details regarding this course will be
announced. H. M. W.

HOox X

THoSE who have had the privilege of hearing
the truth are to give the trumpet a certain
sound as they proclaim the third angel’s mes-
sage. Special lines of work are to be taken up,
such as the medical missionary work. This
work should be carried forward in connection
with the gospel message for this time. Gen-
uine medical missionary work is the gospel
practiced.—Testimonies, Vol. VIII, p. 168.
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DieTary study of subjects

from the upper income

ggIRERNl?l‘llvlci‘l‘l c group revealed that among
i i e

COMMENT 225 private patients 76 per

cent were deficient in thia-
mine and 77 per cent defi-
cient in riboflavin. Simi-
lar findings pertained to another group of 223
persons from same economic level who were not
under direct medical supervision. H. T. Kelly
and M. Sheppard, New England J. Med. 228:118,
1943.—Therapeutic Notes, July-August, 19}3.

EDUCATIONAL TECHNIQUES FOR NUTRITION.—
There are two activities in nutritional educa-
tion, publicity and education. Movies, radio,
newspapers, posters, and public speeches stir
up interest in further study or education.
Schools, nutrition classes, nutrition committees -
for factory employees, and posters in restau-
rants and food stores produce more permanent
results. The support of libraries and profes-
sional groups should be enlisted. There is a
particular need for trained group leaders in
rural areas to build up community interest and
enthusiasm.—Abstract in Journal of the Amer-

“ican Dietetic Association, June, 1943, p. /,52.

DEFENSE VENTILATION AND ATR-GONDITIONING
ProBLEMS.—A compact and inexpensive centrif-
ugal air washer is being developed for decon-
taminating air from chemical war gases and
mists by centrifuging and countercurrent wash-
ing with chemical solutions. It is intended for
use in air-raid shelters, trucks, tanks, and dug-
outs, as well as in large public enclosures. Us-
ing suitable chemicals, it will dehumidify air to
a low humidity at a fraction of the cost of pres-
ent methods.—American Journal of Public
Health, July, 1943, p. 860. :

NUTRITION OF INDUSTRIAL WORKERS.—Special
examinations for nutritional status on nearly
twelve hundred industrial workers indicate that
the prevalence of specific deficiencies varied
greatly and was affected by great variation in
sensitivity of the criteria applied in diagnosing
mild deficiencies. Thus, 2 per cent gave clin-

" ical evidence of severe niacin deficiency; 11 per

cent had hemoglobin values indicative of mild
ariemia; 32 per cent had plasma ascorbic acid
(vitamin C) concentrations below 0.4 mg. per
cent; 9 per cent showed facial dermatitic signs
of riboflavin deficiency, but nearly everyone had
some degree of corneal vascularity associated
with riboflavin deficiency; and, by the criterion
of conjunctival thickening or opacity for vita-
min-A deficiency, 50 per cent of the men had
grossly visible localized conjunctival elevation,
and the remainder showed some degree of opac-
ity or translucency on biomiecroscopic exami-
nation. These findings corroborate evidence
from dietary studies that few persons consist-
ently eat a diet which furnishes entirely ade-
quate amounts of all essential nutrients.—Jour-
nal of the American Dietetic Association, June,
1943, p. 458.
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MESSAGES FROM OUR LEADERS

Heart-to-Heart Talks on Vital Issues

———— ————

—

4 Here is a candid statement of plans.
objectives, and limitations

— —

———

What Our Theological Seminary Offers

By DENTON E. REBOK, President of the S. D. A.

T is the duty and responsibility of every
organization to train its own leadership.
This is as true of the church as it is of

modern governments. The United States has
her West Point and Annapolis; China, her
‘Whangpoo and Central Military Academies.
No one would expect Germany to train military
leadership for the United States; neither would
the Mohammedans be able or willing to train
Seventh-day Adventist conference presidents or
Bible teachers for our academies.

There is but one conclusion, and that is that
Seventh-day Adventists must operate their own
training centers. And that is exactly what we
are doing. The wonderful thing about it all
is that while educators in general are flounder-
ing about in confusion and bewilderment, try-
ing to find the best way to carry on educational
work, we as a people can rejoice in a plan of
Christian education revealed to us by God Him-
self as far back as the seventies.

With us Christian education is a doctrine.
It is part and parcel of the three angels’ mes-
sages. Salvation of the mind—the intellectual
—is just as vital and important as salvation
of the heart—the spiritual. What is still more
marvelous is the fact that God’s plan of educa-
tion meets man’s need in the Orient as well as
in the Occident, in Africa as well as in the
- United States. Surely we should humbly thank
God for this wonderful provision and revela-
tion.

In our scheme of education, we have a sort
of pyramid, with home. education as the base
and fathers and mothers as teachers, followed
by the chureh school, which covers the elemen-
tary level under God-fearing Christian teachers,
and then the academy, which gives God’s in-
struction in that most critical period of all—the
adolescent period.

Out of this general education plan come thou-
sands of our finest young people for the orienta-
tion years in the lower division of our colleges,
where they choose their life’s work and go on
into medicine, dentistry, business, teaching, the
ministry, and so forth. The upper-division
work of our senior colleges then gives two years
of the foundation work in the specialized fields
of major interests. Thus sixteen years are used
in getting ready for a vocation in a field of
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Theological Seminary, Washingion, D. C.

service for God and man—none too much when
we remember that Christ was thirty years in
preparation for His great work.

Other denominations insist that the men en-
tering their ministry must have completed six-
teen years of general education in the arts and
letters before they enter a theological seminary
for a three or four year graduate course leading
to the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, Master of
Systematic Theology, or some other degree.

‘We have found it very helpful for the min-
isterial student to go out into the field of actual
church work upon completion of his B. A. de-
gree in the senior college, and then when he
has met real problems and has seen just what
he lacks or needs in theological training, to
come to the Seminary to meet that need. That
is the plan which Seventh-day Adventists are
following.

Integrated With the Imnterm Plan

At present we have about fifty or sixty young
men graduating each year from the senior col-
leges with a major in Bible or religion. Our
internship plan places them on conference and
General Conference pay for a year of intern
work, much as the medical student spends a
year in a hospital as an intern before he takes
his final State or national examinations, which
give him a certificate of right to practice medi-
cine. If this year of internship is satisfactorily
completed, the young minister is granted his
second-year internship. Within this second
year, or at least within four years from gradu-
ation, there is provision for time at the Sem-
inary.

Surely one year in our Theological Seminary
for graduate study and specialized courses de-
signed to qualify for a larger work and greater
responsibilities, is the least we should expect
when our men must go out and meet the leaders
of other church bodies who have had such a
long and thorough preparation.

Among the two thousand ministers, evange-
lists, and Bible teachers in our conferences and
schools here in the United States alone, there
are many who have not had the privilege of
graduating from our senior colleges, but who
have enjoyed a rich and fruitful experience in
the work. As for the younger men of this
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group, we can but wish them an opportunity
to return to the senjor college and there enjoy
the added advantages of more schooling. And
for the older men of this group, the Seminary
offers a rich selection of courses which they
may take without looking toward the Master's
Degree, . which, however, we.are authorized to
confer on those who complete their graduate
work. )

The Seventh-day Adventist Theological Semi-

nary in Takoma Park is here to accomplish all.

this for our workers. It has been established
as a part of our great system of education, for
the specific purpose of giving more specialized
work for our preachers, our Bible and history
teachers, and our conference administrators.

Teo Substantiate, Net to Speculate

It is our business to study our message and
bring to bear upon it all the facts of Bible, his-
tory, archaeology, and Biblical languages, so
that we may know thoroughly the reasons for
our doctrines and teachings. We are not here
to teach new and strange interpretations, but
to strengthen our old doectrinal positions and
to know how to array the abundant proofs for
the message which we all love so dearly. It is
our business to study the denominationally held
truths, and to know the reasons why we as a
people accept this and reject that. We also at-
tempt to bring the facts of history and theology
to bear on objections and oppositions to our
teachings, so that we may be able to answer er-
roneous teachings and give adeguate reason for
our position.

Opposition is bound to increase, and false ac-
cusations will more and more be brought
against us. The Seminary is the place for the
careful and prayerful, as well as scholarly,
study of these things. The Seminary does not
teach merely its own ideas. That is not our
business or our prerogative. We are but the
servants of the denomination—to teach and
make clearer the truths held by the denomina-
tion. " As teachers in the Seminary, our views
are the views of the denomination, and we are
not free to introduce personal opinions which
may differ from the truths held by us as a peo-
ple and pass them on as representing either the
Seminary or the General Conference.

It is our duty to study every viewpoint and
gather together the facts, so that we may have
at our disposal all the evidence which research
and scholarship can produce. Then when the
issue has been settled, we can all teach the
same truths in the same way. Thus we can
truly be said to be teaching the belief of Sev-
enth-day Adventists on any given subject. The
following quotation is to the point:

“Fhere is no excuse for anyome in taking the posi-
tion that there is nmo more truth to be revealed, and
that all our expositions of Scripture are without an
error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held
as truth for many years by our people is not a proof
that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error

into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true
doctrine will lose anything by close investigation.

Page 306

“We are living in perilous times, and it does not
become us to accept everything claimed to be truth
without examining it thoroughly; neither can we af-
ford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the
Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and
lowly of heart. There are those who oppose everything
that is not in accordance with their own ideas, and by
80 @oing they endanger their eternal interest as verily
as did the Jewish nation ip their rejection of Christ.

“The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to
the test, that we may see the necessity of closely
examining the living oracles to see whether or not we
are in the faith, Many who claim to believe the truthk
have settled down at their ease, saying, ‘I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.” ””
—Review and Herald, Dec. 20, 1892.

“The enemy of our work is pleased when a subject
of minor importance can be used to divert the minds
of our brethren from the great questions that should
be the burden of our message. . . . The work that the
Lord has given us at this time is to present to the
people the true light in regard to the testing questions
of obedience and salvation,—the commandments of
God and the testimony of Jesus Christ.”—Preach the
Word, p. 7. (Written July 31, 1910.)

Perhaps one more statement on this impor-
tant matter will serve to make clear the point
that the Seminary is not established to promote
new interpretations and give out new light as
jits own, separate and apart from the denomina-
tion. It is_our duty to dig deeply and search
widely for all the facts of truth bearing on the
questions in hand.

“The enemy of truth, through the ministry of fallen
angels, would be pleased to introduce uncertainty in
the minds of many in regard to doctrines that have
been established by the sanction of the Holy Spirit.”
—Letter 70, 1910. (Aug. 11, 1910.)

There may be some points of Bible truth on
which God has not seen fit to give us all the de-
tails, but surely He has given us all that we
need in order to understand His will, the prin-
ciples and standards of His kingdom, and the
method whereby.the honest in heart may have
salvation. Perhaps we shall have to wait a
while longer, or even until we reach the earth
made new, before we can satisfy ourselves on
certain questions which some love to discuss.

Here in the Seminary we are Happy to do our
work humbly and quietly, using all the re-
sources God has put at the disposal of His peo-
ple in order that we may know His mind and
His message more fully. Our daily prayer is,
“Open Thou mine eyes, that I may behold won-
drous things out of Thy law.” Ps. 119:18.

'BY WAY OF REMINDER

¢ Nearry all conferences, divisions, and
institutions renew their workers’ MiInN-
ISTRY subscriptions. However, there are
many miscellaneous subscriptions going
to doctors, nurses, and laymen, which
must be renewed by the individual. How
about your MINisTRY subscription? What
is the date of expiration on the wrapper?
If you are personally responsible for your
subscription, please see that it does not
lapse.

The Ministry, January, 1944



p————

THE PULPIT AND THE STUDY

Biblical Exposition and Homiletic Helps

—

The Apocrypha and the Canon

By Aronzo J. WEARNER, Bible Department,
Southwestern Junior College, Texas

HE origin of the term “Apocrypha” is some-

what obscure. The word itself means
“hidden” or “concealed.” It comes to us
through the Greek from a Hebrew phrase mean-
ing “hidden books” or “books of outsiders.” As
now commonly understood, it is a Protestant
term. The Roman Catholic Church includes
the Apocryphal books in its accepted Scripture
cannon, except 2 Esdras and Manasses, to which
are added a long list of “lost” books, called by
Protestants the pseudepigrapha. The Jews like-
wise include many more and different books in
their list of Apocryphal writings. Thus the
term “Apocrypha” has come fo be applied to
the fourteen books which have been rejected
from within, or following, the 0ld Testament
canon, first by the Hebrews, and for some time
by Protestants. The pseudepigrapha stands in
the same relation to the New Testament.

The appearance of the Apocrypha, bound in
the same volume with the canonical books of the
Bible which have stood through the centuries, is

! . .
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unfortunate. The clear lines of truth become
obscure, and the honest inquirer and thought-
ful layman become confused in their effort to
find harmony between them. The labor of the
evangelist is increased, and the Scripture ex-
ponent further burdened by the necessity for
explanations. . ’

Content and Time of Publication-

First Esdras is a superfluous historical ac-
count made up, for the most part, from Ezra,
Nehemiah; and the Chronicles. It was written
between 300 B. ¢. and 100 A. p.

Second Esdras is the only Apocryphal book
not found in the Septuagint (LXX). The ear-
liest manuscripts known are in the Latin only.

Tobit was written perhaps in the second cen-
tury B. ¢. Luther was the first one to question

its historicity, although it had long been known
" to contain a number of historical errors.

Judith was perhaps written in 79 or 78 ®». ¢,
and is considered historically impossible.

The so-called book of Esther contains letters,
prayers, and visions purporting to elucidate the
times, but in fact contradicting the original and
genuine story in some parts.

Wisdom of Solomon, written between 150 B. c.
and 40 A. p, teaches the pre-existence of souls,
and immortality as the reward of wisdom, at
the same time being entirely silent on the res-
urrection.

Ecclesiasticus, appearing around 190 to 170

B. C., is considered by some as the most impor- |

tant for its information on conditions prevail-
ing 'in the period between the Old and New
Testaments.
known, and it is said by one to be a “monu-
ment to primitive Sadducism.” ‘

. Baruch, 250 B. ¢. to 118 A. p., is thought to be
of no particular value. It offers no hope for a
better future state, but dwells exclusively on
temporal promises. The closing chapter pur-
ports to be an epistle of Jeremy.

The Song of the Three Holy Children pur-
ports to supplement Daniel 8. It contains a
prayer of Azarias in the flames of the Baby-
lonian furnace and his hymn of thanksgiving
for deliverance.

The History of Susanna, being a narrative
prefixed to Daniel in the LXX, is an evident
immoral fiction difficult to account for.

Bel and the Dragon is clearly legendary and
mythological, of no worth, and contains many
gross absurdities.

The Prayer of Manasses is a short peniten-
tial utterance of some refinement supposed to
be that of a captive in prison.

First Maccabees contains a history of the
times between 175 and 135 3. c., being the prod-
uct of some writer between 105 and 64 3. c.
This book is generally regarded as a trust-
worthy historical account of the times.

Second Maceabees contains the account of the
Maccabean period through the years 176 to 161
B. ., and is thought to have been written some-
time before 70 A. p.
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Any hope of a future life is un-

" These Apocryphal books, however, are never
found in the Hebrew canon, though to the Jews
were committed the oracles of God. They ap-
peared with the LXX of 280 B. ¢.. and thus may
have been known to Christ and the apostles.
There appear to be a few passages which par-
allel well with the New Testament, but no di-
rect statement is ever taken from them by ei-
ther Christ or the apostles. There is no proof
that they were then considered sacred by any-
one. Citations from them would not be con-
clusive, as Paul quoted from heathen poets who
were not inspired.

Josephus rejected the Apocryphal books.
Philo never once referred to them, even though
freely using the Sacred Word. Jerome held that
they were not inspired, and refused them a
place in his Latin version. However, they soon
afterward did become a part of the Vulgate.
They were likewise first omitted from the
Syriac, but later were added. Origen and Je-
rome knew no Hebrew and little of the Hebrew
canon. Lists of these books vary greatly in the
Bibles of the Abyssinian, Armenian, Egyptian,
Syrian, and Greek Orthodox churches today.
They are read regularly. in the English and
American Episcopal churches, though not con-
sidered inspired. They have also been bound
in some editions of the Authorized (Xing
James) Version since 1611.

Their Acceptance and Rejection

It was nearly four centuries after Christ be-
fore the Apocryphal books appeared in any list
of accepted canonical books. They were pro-
nounced canonical first by the Council of Hippo

“in 393 A. », and then by the Council of Car-

thage in 397 A. p. At the Council of Trent of
1546 A. ».,, they were accepted as equal to all
other books in inspiration and made a vital
part of the Roman Catholic Bible. The Ortho-
dox Greek Church in somewhat the same way
accepted them as a part of its Bible by the
actions of the Synod of Constantinople in 1638,
of Jaffa in 1642, and of Jerusalem in 1672.
They were seriously questioned by many dur-
ing the Reformation period. Wycliffe said that
they were “without authority of belief.” Luther
said of them, “They are not equal with. Scerip-
ture, yet-useful and good to read.” They are
found in certain editions of Luther’s Bible,
though not considered as canonical. Luther's
commentaries include them.

A company was appointed to translate the
Apocrypha in 1604, and in 1611 it was published
with the other books “as a matter of course.”
At the same time, however, not by any means
was it recognized as of equal authority with
the Sacred Writings. It seems that at least
from the days of Jerome the Apocryphal books
were considered as standing on a very different
level of importance and moral rating. Cover-
dale not only separated them from the other
books, but wrote an explanatory preface.

“These books and treatises, which among the fathers

of old are not reckoned to be of like authority with
the other books of the Bible, neither are they found
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with the canon of the Hebrews. . . . These books are
not judged among the doctors to be of like reputation
with the other Scripture. And the chief cause thereof
is this: there be many places in them that seem’ to be
repugnant unto the open and manifest truth in the
other books of the Bible. Nevertheless, I have not
gathered them together to ‘the intent that I would
have them despised, or little set by, or that I should
think them false, for I am not able to prove it."—
William Muir, Our Grend 0ld Bible, pp. 145, 1}6.

The Geneva Bible is sometimes said not to
contain the Apoerypha, but actually the only
change is that the Prayer of Manasses is placed
after Second Chronicles. In the Matthew Bible
it appeared with something of the nature of a
protest in explanation. In Taverner’'s version
of 1549, there appeared a Third Maccabees only.
Further evidences of a growing dislike for
these Apocryphal books is seen in their being
left out of the 1615 and 1629 editions of the
Authorized Version, and the subsequent discus-
sions on the subject.

In 1643 the Westminster Assembly of Divines
excluded the Apocrypha, declaring in the
Shorter Catechism, “The Word of God which is
contained in the Scriptures is the only rule to
direct us.” In 1643, while preaching before the
House of Commons, Doctor Lightfoot spoke of
the “wretched Apocrypha” as “a patchery of
human inventions” which “divorced the end of
the law from the beginning of the gospel.” .

The last edition of the Geneva Bible, 1644,
omitted the Apocrypha, but in-its place an ad-
dress was published from the Synod of Dort,
ordering it omitted. The first Bible issued from
the Oxford press in the year 1675 included these
questioned books in smaller type than the oth-
ers, which were of the accepted canon. Later,
in 1816, all Scotland was in a ferment over the
question of the British and Foreign Bible Soci-
ety’s leaving it out. This they finally decided
to do.

Reason for Its Rejection

In any consideration of the many reasons
which may be adduced for a continued rejec-
tion of the Apocrypha in general, the following
observations should preclude its acceptance as
a part of the Bible, however subordinately
classed.

First, as McClintock and Strong state, there
is an “absence of the prophetic element. Jo-
sephus asserts (Ap. 1, 8) that the exact, ac-
curate, precise teaching of the prophets had
been broken after the close of the Old Testa-
ment. No one speaks because the word of the
Lord had come to him. In fact, direct confes-
sions are made that the gift of prophecy had
departed.” See 1 Maccabees 4:46; 9:27; 14:41.

Secondly, they speak not according ‘“to the
law and to the testimony” of divinely chosen
“holy men of old.” Isa. 8:20; Gal. 1:8. For
instance, Tobit 6:6-8 sanctions quackery, 2
Maccabees 12:44, 45 condones sin offerings and
prayers for the dead, as also Baruch 3:4—
“hear now the prayers of the dead.” Judith,
especially 9:9, 10, sets forth and justifies de-

_ceit. Wisdom 8:19, 20, teaches reincarnation,

Page 40

and there are many other discordant and con-
tradictory theological statements.

- Their value as a-source of doctrinal truth or
spiritual edification is nil; nevertheless, they,

_ by their very character, indicate the condition

of the period of transition and decay between
the Testaments. They reveal an “almost total
disappearance of literary power, especially in
poetry,” which is made up by resorting to fic-
tion. The historical books do, however; explam
origins of political and religious conditions
prevalent in the times of Christ. Here in the
dark. gulf separating the Old Testament from
the New, we see a sad example of what a people
become without the abiding gift of prophecy.
But we are carried across this abyss by the
mighty Elijah prediction of the last chapter of

.Malachi and its fulfillment in the first chapter

of Mark. (Matt. 11:14.)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Angus and Hoyt, The Bible Hand-Book, John High-
lands, Philadelphia, 1886.

Baker, Hemnry, English Bible Versions, Edwin §.
Gorham, New York, 1907.

Fausset, A. R., Bible COyclopedia, Scranton, Hart-
ford, Connecticut, 1902,

Hoare H. W., The Evolution of the English szle
Dutton, New York 1902,

MecClintock and Strong, Cycloped/m of Biblical, Theo-
logical, and Ecclesiastical Literature, Vol. I, Harper s,
New York,

Moulton, W. F., The History of the English Bible,
Cascell, Petter Galpm & Co., London.

Muxr Wllham Our Gfrand 0ld Bible, Revell, New
York, 1911.

Price, Ira M., The Ancestry of Our English Bible,
Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, 1920.

Simms, P. Marion, The Bible From the Beginning,
Maemillan, New York, 1929.

Smyth, J. Patterson, The Bible in the Making,
James Pott & Co., New York, 1914,

The Apocrypha, Oxford University Press, London.

The Apocryphal Books of the New Testament David
McKay, Philadelphia, 1901.

The Complete Bible, University of Chicago Press,
Chicago, 1940,

The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. I, Appleton, New
York, 1907.

Encyclopedia Biblica, Vol. T, Cheyne & Black, editors,
London, 1899.

Eneyclopedw of Religion and Ethics, Vo] II, James
Hastings, "editor, Scribner’s, New York.

The Holy Bible Translated From the Latin Vulgate,
Catholic Bible House, Philadelphia.

The International Standerd Bible Encyclopedia,
James Orr, general editor, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids,
Mich., 1939.

The Jewish Encyclopedia, Isadore Singer, editor,
Funk & Wagnalls, New York, 1901.

The New Schaff-Herzog Encuclopedw of Rehgmus
Knowledge, Vol. I, 8. M. Jackson, editor,” Funk &
Wagnalls, New York, 1918.

Are They Reading for Strength?
(Continued from page 23)

minutes daily, during the brief period of this
endeavor many have read such soul-stirring
books as The Great Controversy, The Ministry
of Healing, The Desire of Ages, Early Writings,
Messages to Young People, Patriarchs and
Prophets, Education, and Testimonies for the
Church, Volume 1.
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Not a few of these readers have confessed
that prior to the beginning of this systematic
plan, these books were little read, and they also
report that their lives have been greatly blessed
and their experience enriched by their daily
reading of the recommended assignments. The
results already reached surely warrant our
‘putting forth well-planned efforts to broaden
the group of regular readers, that others may
share in the blessings of the course. While a
number of the workers are taking advantage
of the reading schedules, there is reason for
most concern over our nonreading lay members.

The volumes selected by .the General Confer-
ence Committee for the 1944 reading course are
Christ’s Object Lessons and The Acts of the
Apostles. This is .certainly an excellent selec-
tion. May we not count on you, the pastor or
_ the district leader, at the beginning of this new
year to lead the members of your church or
district to join the widening circle of readers.
Mention of the plan to them, and an encourag-
ing word from you, will be of help. ~

D. E. ROBINSON.

THE RELIGIOUS PRESS
Valuable Current Excerpts

TUNITING MISSIONS.—If is news of major impor-
tance that the missions boards of eleven Protestant
churches have agreed that the “postwar relationships
of the Christian movement in North America should
be conducted co-operatively rather than through indi-
vidual boards and missions.” In addition, three other
boards were reported at the recent meeting of foreign
missions executives to be giving favorable considera-
tion to this forward step. But the mission authorities
of three denominations have definitely rejected the pro-
posal and three more agencies are noncommittal.—
Christion Ceniury, Oct. 13, 19}3.

WORLD PEACE PLANS.—The Protestant Voice
publishes a lengthy article telling of 139 representa-
tive religious leaders of these three religious faiths
meeting and issuing a “Declaration on World Peace,”
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which they propose for guidance in the recomstruction

of the world after the war. While the recommenda-
tions look good, the uniting of these three faiths sug-
gests the coming of a time when all religions will unite
inwone great world religion.—Gospel Minister, Oct. 1},
1953, . v

CHALLENGE OF CHINA.—Ninety-nine per cent of
the Chinese people still follow their old faiths. About
one million Protestants and three million Roman
Catholics form the remaining one per cent. In conse-
quence of the invasion there has been a great reduction
of missionaries (formerly 5,700) and national workers
(formerly 27,000). Although the church is mainly
drawn from the people, a large proportion of those in
bigher position, from the Generalissimo downward,
are Christians whose lives are exercising a profound
influence..” There never has been a time of greater op-
portunity, but the evangelization of China is a colossal
task-—an impossible one if leff to ‘“‘workers” only.
That every Christian shall be a witnessing Christian
is the only hope for this gemeration in China.—World
Today and Tomorrow, September-October, 19}3.

GREED FOR GAIN.—The Anti-Cigarette League re-
minds us that the Camel Cigarette Company set aside,
for a five-year pregram of advertising, $57,000,000.
We must stand against this tremendous greed for gain
and powerful propaganda that today floods newspapers,
magazines, and billbeards, and monopolizes a great

.part of the broadcasting hours on radio chains. These

advertisements are aimed at our youth.—Prophecy
Monthly, October, 19}3.

AMERICAN READING.—The amount and kind of
mental food that is being fed to American people these
days is almost staggering and terrifying. According
to the latest  figures, about 50,000,000 newspapers are
being printed every day; 55,000,000 copies of weekly
magazines come off the presses every week, and 95,
000,000 copies of monthly magazines are circulated
each thirty days. How many millions of books are
published each year is not known, but it is known
that, at least just before the war, not less than 1,100,-
000 tons of paper were used for books annually. From
these figures one gets somewhat of an idea of the
amount of reading material offered to the American
peoplé annually, some of it good, some indifferent,
some bad, and a good deal very bad.

Speaking to a corner pharmacist about his magazine
rack, I learned that a large share of his magazine
sales were of the detective, murder, and sexy variety.
Estimated figures show that about 16,000,000 of the
“horror” magazines were sold each month. Fifteen
million copies of the sex magazines are also sold each
thirty days, with young people buying the larger share.

© —Bernard J. Mulder in Zions Herald, Sept. 29, 1943.

GREATEST -SOCIAL ENEMY.—The cities of our
nation are fast becoming cesspools of drunkenness—
not that most people are drinking, but that the drunks
are increasing in number on the streets, . . .

Liquor as it has been legalized since repeal has done
more to degrade the American standard of life in all
of its departments than any other thing in our history.
. .. We are sending boys into the armed forces—
eighteen years of age—and there they are being en-
couraged to drink beer, the beginners’ department of

the alcoholic habit. . . .

By prayer, petition, organization, and social interest,
let us lift our voices against the advertising of alco-
holic beverages. . . . There is not the slightest sense
whatever in undertaking to fight a war abroad and at
the same time to allow the greatest social enemy of
the people to gather his resources and to lay the
foundations of his own vietory. If we want a sober
nation, if we want legislation not poisoned with the
fumes of alcohol, if we want a world committed to
sobriety, we must begin to fight.-—Watchman-Ezaminer,
Sept. 30, 19;3. ¢

MISSIONARIES STILL GOING.—Despite the great
demand upon every available passenger space in air-
planes and ships traveling between America and the
Far East by members of the armed services and re-
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T. W. Engstrom » $1.25
CHRISTIANITY IS CHRIST, by W. H. Griffith Thomas
' $1.25

" PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING FOR CHRISTIAN
TEACHERS, by C. B. Eavey $3

VY VYV vV VSTV VvV YV VVVVvVvVvVYVVVVVYVVYVYVYYYYyvYVYVveVyYVvyyrvy

THESE SIGNIFICANT TITLES ARE ALL

ELECTIVES in the 1944
MINISTERIAL READING COURSE

GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER, by Basil Miller $1.50
MAN OF LIKE PASSIONS, life story of Charles
G. Finney, by Richard Ellsworth Day $1.50

MIGHTY PREVAILING PRAYER, by A. Sims 35 cents
SUCCESSFUL CHURCH PUBLICITY,
by Carl F. H. Henry o $2

SPURGEON’'S SERMONS ON THE SECOND COMING,

edited by D. O. Fuller $1.25
SOME HINTS FOR FRUITFUL BIBLE STUDY.
by Charles G. Finney 25 cents
WHEN THE SPIRIT'S FIRE SWEPT KOREA,
by Jonathan Goforth 25 cents
AN HOUR WITH ANN AND ADONIRAM JUDSON,
by T. W. Engsirom _ 15 cents
AN HOUR WITH J. HUDSON TAYLOR.
by T. W. Engstrom 15 cenis
JOHN WESLEY. by Basil Miller $1

INCREASING CHURCH ATTENDANCE,
by Albert Gage $1.25

SERMON OUTLINES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, edited by

Order From Your Book Seller or

ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE

847 North Ottawa Ave. Grand Rapids 2, Mich.
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BIBLE VIEWPOINT
O

MUSIC and the SCRIPTURES
By I. E. Reynolds

Unusual and unusually interesting, Music ‘and the
Scriptures is largely a compilation of Scriptures
showing the important place which: the Bible gives
to sacred music. It provides a systematic, organ-
ized scriptural background for an appropriate,
worshipful music program.

A BROADMAN BOOK OF MERIT................60 CENTS

Order from your
BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

lated economic and diplomatic services; the United
States Government is finding place each week to return
seasoned missionaries of various churches to China and
to India. The attitude of the Government is that these
men, most of them with long experience as educators,
physicians, or evangelists, are needed to maintain good
relations between the Hast and West. Missionaries
returning from furlough are given ‘priorities” by
interdenominational committees and leave ‘“from an
undisclosed port for an undisclosed port.”—Gospel
Minister, Sept. 30, 1943.

RUSSIAN SPIRITISM.—Spiritism and otber occult-
istic tendencies have been quite universal in Russia.
Modern occultism obtained two of its path setters from
Russia : The Spiritualist Aksakoff and Mrs. Blavatzki,
the founder of the Theosophic movement. Thus writes
the Reverend Abram Poljak: . . .

“Aksakoff made a remarkable prophecy. Like many
Russian intellectuals, he also believed in the Russian
Messianism, i. e., Russia’s ‘world redeeming mission.’
He took this idea to be in close comnection with his
gpiritual ideals. He declared that the time will come
for Russia to rule the world and that then Spiritual-
ism will be the world’s religion. )

“Prophecies about Russia are a}lso found in non-
Russian occultistic cireles, especlally in Germany.
People there hold the belief that in the near future a
Messianic ‘world teacher’ will come from Russia.,”—
Prophecy Monthly, October, 193.

SABBATH A WAR ISSUB.—On a recent Sabbath
the city of Pittsburgh was turned upside down by &
Hollywood Cavalecade War Bond parade, Our own
Dr. Clarence Edward Macartney promptly introduced
in the Presbytery of Pittsburgh a resolution which
was promptly passed by a rising vote. It condemns
“the increasing tendency . . . throughout our country
to promote worthy, commendable, and patriotic eauses
by staging parades, exhibitions, sports, and shows on
the Lord’s day.” It states a great truth: “The Chris-
tian Sabbath . . . is one of the pillars of that Christian
civilization for which the nation is now contending on
the field of battle.’—The Presbyterian, Oct. 7, 1943.

OFFICIAL VATICAN BULLETIN.—Church mem-
bers of the various groups in the United States will be
interested to learn that the Acte Apostolicae Sedis,
official Vatican bulletin, is to be published in the
United States by the National Catholic Welfare Con-
ference for distribution to North; Central, and South
America, Australasia, Africa, and China. Printed
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" the Acta.

chiefly in Latin, this Vatican bulletin whose title
means “The Acts of the Holy See” was established by
Pope Pius X in 1908. In it are published the decrees,
decisions, pronouncements, and encycliecal letters. et
cetera, of the Holy See. It also contains the decisions
of the Roman econgregations, tribunals, and commis-
sions ; a diary of the Curia Romana ; and notices of all
ecclesiastical appointments. Legislative acts of the
Holy See are also promulgated by their appearance in
This innovation is one further step to-
ward the objective of making tbe United States the
channel of Roman Catholie progress. TUnder our great
national principle of freedom of press, this paper will
be given hospitality. We trust that through its col-
umns the same liberty will be advoeated for all nations
in the world that it will enjoy so completely in this’
land —Waitchman-Ezaminer, Oct. 14, 1948.

TRANSFORMING POWER.—Those who have known
the transforming power of the gospel are not in the
least surprised to find many of our soldiers in Afriea
and the South Seas and other mission lands greatly
impressed by what Christianity has done to change the
whole life of those who were once head-hunters or
cannibals, Dr. Bethel Harrig, from her station in
India, wrote bome a few years ago: “I have been very
much struek by the difference in appearance, in our
village and hospital, between the faces of Christians
and non-Christians. You can literally tell them when
they come into sight. It is not only the difference in
their personal cleanliness, which is also marked; but
there is, instead of a look of hopeless suffering, an
inner light which illuminates their faces.”—Presby-
teriam, Oct. 21, 193, -

PURGATORY MYTH.—Why masses afford the suf-
fering souls the greatest relief from their torments
and why masses should be said as frequently- as pos-
sible is shown in the following quotation from pages
50, 51 of the Manual [of the Purgatorian Society,
published in 1930 with the imprimatur of Cardinal
Hayes] : ‘

“The sacrifice of the mass is the great devotion of
the Catholic Church, and of all the means to assist the
souls in purgatory, none is more valuable or merito-
rious. . . . From this inestimable efficacy, however, we
may not infer that the offering of one mass is sufficient
to release the souls we love; for, though the sacrifice
on Calvary was infinite, we cannot conclude that the
application of it, through the mass, must also be in-
finite. St. Thomas Agquinas tells us, it was not the
intention of Jesus Christ to bestow the full efficacy of
His sufferings and death, which is celebrated in every
mass, upon us. . . . It is very salutary, therefore, to
have the holy sacrifice offered frequently for the repose
of a soul.” .

The above is in flagrant contradiction of New Testa-
ment teaching. The sacrifice of Christ, once made,
was complete, perfect, universal, and in the words of
St. Paul, saves us ‘“to the uttermost.”—Converted
Catholic Magazine, November, 1943,

CIGARETTES AND CRIME.—Judge Owen Dawson
of the Montreal Juvenile Court affirms: “I would say
that of the 3,000 boys who came before this court, 95
per cent made use of eigarettes. The cigarette seems
to grip the boy to such an extent he rarely gives it
up.” . . .

Superintendent George Torrence, Illinois State Re-
formatory: “I am sure that cigarettes are making
eriminals of more boys than liquor. . ., When a boy
is guilty of a grievous offense, he is generally found
to be a user of cigarettes.” . . .

Yet we see church officials, fathers of children, come
out of chureh every Sunday and light up cigarettes
before they are a yard from the door! What do they
expect their boys to do?—Prophecy Monthly, October,
1943,

TURKEY'S LITERACY.—Literacy in Turkey has
risen from 7 to 40 per cent since the adoption of the
Roman seript, which is very suitable to the phonetical
Turkish language.—World Today and Tomorrow, Sep-
tember-October, 1943.
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To Our Gospel Workers Everywhere

The S.D.A. Theological R sosmyE
Seminary c 5 00

ﬂnnounc’es

WINTER TERM

Begins January 23, 1944
Closes March 22, 1944

SPRING TERM

Begins March 26, 1944
Closes May 24, 1944

SUMMER TERM

Begins Jume 25, 1944
Closes August 23, 1944

T

Summary of Graduate Courses Summary of Courses in the Division of
Missions and Christian Leadership

Winter Term Winter Term

g;glne N(;sh haTi.tleBof faarsed d Ti LI"H”m“,”md Course No. Title of Course - Instructor
bisd ackgrounds an imes . QO . .

A301  Egyptian Bondage and the Exodus L. H. Wood  Al0L ?ﬁarEEa;teghAnﬁq‘aW—sl ; bHE Wood

A304  Inter-Testament Period L. H, Wood ClI he Early Church, the State, an F—

1.253 Ecclesiastical Latin F. H. Yost Hi12 P € Ia;]:;acy' E‘? Aé ]Ii- dershi . H. Yost

1281 . Beginning Hebrew R. E. Loasby astora’ s]’:gac ing and Leadership R. A. Ande

1.282 Hebrew Translations R. E. Loasby n Vyorstip . . 'LnSh::slon

1.367 New Testament Greek Exegesis: Hi21 Methods of Evangelism - L er
o R B Loy M B Do mideed, L,

or poli val . Al
C216 The Church and State to 604 a. ». F. H. Yost H128 Advanced Bible Instroctors’

€262 Outstanding Doctrinal and Mission Prob- M .
" e ethods Louise C. Kleuser
lems of the Advent Movement L. H. Christian HI70 Cimsch Organization and Conference

C316 Doctrinal Controversies in the Early Administration 1. H. Christian

Church to 461 a. ». F. H. Yost Ma4d Arabic Conversation C. Bremson

H265 Methods and Techniques of Research D. E. Rebok  yrrer Arabic Readin: G, Bremson

T220 The Priestty Code in Israel == M. L. Andreasen Mallo Advanced Aragic G Keough

T290 Modern I.ssue§ in Race and Religion L. H. Christian Mel3 German Composition O. Schuberth

T360 Se%nlﬁl;ﬁ in New Testament Prophen% P. Hoff Mg23 Advanced German Conversation Q. Schuberth

ments - & Hottman Mg33  -Advanced German Reading O. Schuberth

Mg51 European Thought O. Schuberth

Mr113  Russian Grammar E. Ney

%rgg %ussian (}:‘ion(\i/prsation 11::3 gey

. r ussian Reading . Ne

Spring Term T149  Studies in Revelation G. Keoug
A282 Tsraelitic Bsdégmunlds a{nd Settings % II__% woog T170 Doctrinal Teachings of Jesus—I M. L. Andreasen
A302 Canaan and Early Israe . H. Woor -

1.253 Ecclesiastical Latin F. H. Yost Spring Term

1281 Beginning Hebrew R. E. Loasby Mall5 Advanced Arabic G. Keough

1.283 Hebrew Translations R. E. Loasby Mal30 Arabic Conversation C. Bremson

1365 New Testament Greek Exegesis: Mgl4 German Journalism O. Schuberth

Romans . R. E. Loasby Mg24 Difficult German Conversation Q. Schuberth

C233 The Lutheran Reformation O. Schuberth  Mg34 19th Century German Literature O. Schuberth

C253 Revivalism and the American Sects F. H. Yost Mrl14  Russian Grammar E. Ney

H217 History of Christian Preaching F. H. Yost Mrl134 Russian Conversation E. Ney

H265 Methods and Techniques of Research D. E. Rebok  Mr154  Russian Reading E. Ney

T255 The Mediatorial Work of Christ M. L. Andreasen  T146 Epistle to the Hebrews M. L. Andreasen

WE WELCOME—(a) Graduates of our senior colleges who have majored in the fields of Bible, Theology, History,
and Biblical Languages, for graduate work leading to the degree of Master of Arts in Religion. (b) Qur older and
more experienced conference workers, who may not have graduated from a senior college, but who desire re-
fresher courses in the Division of Missions and Christian Leadership, or other special courses being offered to meet
specific needs. (c) Others whose advanced study requirements do not fall within the scope of the courses offered
by our senior colleges.

SPECIAL LECTURES AND DISCUSSION GROUPS—The Seminary offers Forum and Panel Discussions under the leader-
ship of our General Conference staff and others who cre recognized cuthorities in their specialized fields. A spe-
cial series of lectures open to the public will be given during the Winter Term by F. D. Nichol, associate editor
of the ""Review and Herald,” on the topic, A Reexamination of the Millerite Movement From the Original Sources
With Special Attention to the False Charges of Fanaticism, Insamity, Ascension Robes, and Kindred Accusations.”’

ARRANGEMENTS— Denominational workers are invited to make plans to attend the Seminary through their respec-
tive conference presidents or school principals, and the President of the Seminary.

Write for your copy of the 1944 Seminary Bulletin, and for further particulars, to the—

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, Takoma Park, Washington 12, D. C.
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STEREOPTICON SLIDES

on the Third Angel's Message

WHERE YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD
Write for terms to

Not made by students.

ALBERT F. PRIEGER

312 W. Louisiana Ave., Tampa, Florida, U.S.A.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry,
appearing under this heading, four cents a word
for each insertion, including initials and address.
Minimum charge, one dollar for each insertion.
Cash required with order. Address, The Ministry,
Takoma Park, Washington 12, D. C., U. 8. A.

STEREOPTICON WANTED.

I AM DESIROUS OF OBTAINING A STEREOPTICON

for evauﬁz listic pus oses, late model preferred. Send all
details to Ramon R. , Kansas Conference of S. D. A,
Box 267, Topeka, Kansas

SALE OR EXCHANGE

WORKERS: HAVE YOU EQUIPMENT TO SELL OR

exchange—stereopticon, slides, typewriters, libraries, or
other equipment? Try advertising in_this classified ad
section, addressing Tm: MINXSTRY Editorial. Offices, Takoma
Park, Washington 12, D. C.

Say you saw it in THE MINISTRY l

One Solution for Christmas Shoppers. .

¢ Herx's A Happy SorLuTION to the puzzling
problem of that Christmas gift—at least in some
cases. If you know of some ministerial or med-
ical intern who is not receiving THE MINISTRY
magazine, a progressive local church officer who

~would benefit by it, an active lay preacher or

colporteur, a young man who is planning on the
ministry for his lifework, a young woman who
might make a good Bible instructor someday,
a song leader who would be interested in the
“Music of the Message” section each month, a-
doctor or nurse who would enjoy reading The
Medical Missionary department, an alert teacher
in college, academy, or even church school—
why not make one or more of them forever
grateful to you by subscribing to THE MINISTRY
for them at a special gift price of $1.a year?

A year’s subscription to a friend would mean
that twelve times in 1944 he would be reminded
of your kindness, for each monthly issue of THE
MiINIsTRY would continue the spirit of your
Christmas gift. Furthermore, it is doubtful
whether anyone else would duplicate your gift.
However, make sure first that he or she is not
receiving this journal, as it is furnished free
to all conference workers, and to a great many
on our sanitarium and college staffs, and our
theological and medical students are almost aill
receiving THE MINISTRY.

Upon your request a gift card will accompany
the initial number of THE MINISTRY.

A GOOD

“l can’t thank you enough for the
gift and the light you have given me. . . .
Words almost fail me when I wish to
convey to you the light that has come to
me through my gift subscription to your
more than precious magazine, Truth. It
has but one fault to my mind; it doesn’t
come often enough. I am a believer in
your faith, but not a member. . . .

50 cents.

ceive this “tent-effort-in-print” during 1944.

SOUL-WINNING INVESTMENT

An investment of only a few cents in a PRESENT TRUTH

subscription brought this interesting response:

There is no escape from the upward trend in costs.
TRUTH subscriptions are only 35 cents; three for $1.
In Canada, 85 cents; District of Columbia and foreign, 75 cents.
rates your PRESENT TRUTH dollars are a good soul-winning investment.
new PRESENT TRUTH series will be mailed in January, so enter lists of names now to re- y

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

-

“Someone, God bless him, sent me
the Truth, and after reading the first one I
went down on my knees and prayed to
God to forgive me, for 1 had broken the
fourth commandment all my life. Now if
I get a chance and they will accept so un-
worthy an old lady, I'll live the Seventh-
day Adventist life as close as I can.”

Until December 31, 1943, PRESENT
Beginning January 1, the price will be
But at these higher

Two issues of the

=)
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PREPARE Zoy-Koff as you would coffee
(using one tablespoon for each cup in
percolator, dripolator, silex, or coffeepot).

Awvailable at health-food stores and specialty
groceries. If Zoy-Koff i3 mot obtainable lo-
cally, write us for address of nearest dealer.

MADISON FOODS.

@ ZOY-KOFF may be used morning,

noon, or night by any member of the

family, from litle Johnny to grandpa.

with the full assurance that it contains

not even a trace of the drug caffeine.

It will not affect the nerves nor pro-

duce insomnia caused from caffeine.

Iis zestful flavor is winning favor:
everywhere.

2 GRINDS,
Regular-Fine

DEVOTED TO THE PROTECTION OF YOUR HEALTH -

The Ministry, January, 1944
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Key Place of the Receptionist

FirsT IMPRESSIONS ARE LAsTING! That is why
it is important that people coming to our evan-
gelistic meetings should be rightly impressed
with both the dignity and the reality of our
message.

In making up an evangelistic team, it is well
to include some who are not actually employed
by the conference. Among these, one or two
Teceptionists can be a great help in making the
. people feel at home when they arrive at the
meeting. Not everyone is qualified for this par-
ticular work, however. Therefore careful selec-
tion is necessary.

Many of our evangelists have proved the
value of having good sales help at the book-
stand, and if, in addition to these helpers, one
or two other sisters can act as receptionists, it
greatly strengthens the work. Someone who is
used to meeting the public and who is able to
dress appropriately, according to the demands
of such a position, can do muech to bridge the
gap between the newcomer and the Bible in-
struetor,

Usually Bible instructors are engaged in con-
versation with newly interested persons as the
crowd is gathering and other folks who come
in are often hastily shown to a seat and no par-
ticular effort is put forth to make them wel-
come. The receptionist, however, can step up
to them and greet them as a true lady, and in-
quire in a casual way, “Where would you like
a seat tonight? Do you like to sit in the back,
or down near the front? Or perhaps we could
find you a good place near the middle?” That
immediately opens the way for an answer, and
a receptionist who is well trained in her work
can do a great deal to find out where people
come from and how many times they have been
to the meetings.

Even this simple contact can be a means of
developing a real interest, for after a visitor
has come there to a number of meetings, she
can ask, “Have you met any of our Bible in-
structors yet?” Before waiting for a reply. she
calls one of the ushers to ask one of the Bible
instructors to meet this person, or if she detects
a little embarrassment over the question, she
can just pass it off in a simple way, while as-
suring him that the usher will take care of him.

Then, finding the place in the songbook, she can -

wish him well as she hands him over to the
usher, who tries to find a comfortable seat for
him.

This kind of service is held at a very high
premium in the world. It can be and should be
a very real part of our soul-winning program.
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The receptionist can perhaps do more than any-
one else in these initial contacts if she has the
right kind of personality and has learned the
truth of the wise man’s statement that there
is “a time to keep silence, and a time to speak.”
The evangelist, as a net fisherman, has to
learn the art of stopping up the gaps. Remem-
ber that it was while the first disciples were
“mending their nets” that Jesus called them to
be fishers of men. R. A. A.

Preaching That Transforms

THE TEST OF ALL TRUE PREACHING is, “Does it
help men and women to live better?” We may
be engrossed in theological problems, and po-
litical and scientific subjects may even come
into the scope of our ministry, but as messen-
gers of God our work is not to inform, but to
transform.

To know all about the Turk or the papacy or
the civilization of Abraham’s time may be help-
ful, but unless we can give this knowledge a
practical turn, so that it has application to the
lives that we touch in our ministry, ours will
be a fruitless effort. .

“Letter” preaching kills. It may be orator-
ical, but unless it is bathed in the love and
mercy of God, it would be better if we had
never made the atiempt. As we uplift Christ
before the multitude, we will look into the eyes
of men and women to whom the future is dark
and despairing. We may have mothers in our
audience whose sons have fought and fallen in
some farflung battle line. These sorrowing ones
go on living. and yet feel that they have noth-
ing to live for. Young people may attend our
meeting who are fighting the dangers of ado-
lescent years, and they need help, too. Merely
informing them concerning the politics of the
past, present, or future, is to leave them unpre-
pared for the real issues of life. To inform
them on the question of hell or even heaven,
and yet fail to transform their lives under the
moving spell of the Spirit. is to fail in the very
objective of our preaching.

Does our preaching inform or does it trans-
form men? In the answer to that is bound up
the very future of this movement. R. A. A.

XK X
€ BreTHREN, we traffic in holy things, great
eternal realities. It is ours to make them com-
municable to our people. We are not paid to
preach; we are given an allowance to be free to
preach. We are not in the employ of the

church, but the servants of God.—R. G Tyurn-
bull, Moody Monthly. January.
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