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‘The
Bethlehem

T HE KING of glory stooped low to take
humanity. Rude and forbidding were
~ His earthly surroundings. His glory was
veiled, that the majesty of His outward form
might not become an object of attraction. He
shunned all outward display. Riches, worldly
honoxr, and human greatness can never save
a soul from death; Jesus purposed that no
attraction of an earthly nature should call men
to His side. Only the beauty of heavenly truth
must draw those who would follow Him. The
character of the Messiah had long been fore-
told in prophecy, and He desired men to
accept Him upon the testimony of the word
of God. . . .

With amazement the heavenly messengers
beheld the indifference of that people whom
God had called to communicate to the woxld
the light of sacred truth. The Jewish nation
had been preserved as a witness that Christ
was to be born of the seed of Abraham and
of David’s line; yet they kmew not that His
coming was now at hand. In the temple the
morning and the evening sacrifice daily pointed
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to the Lamb of God; yet even here was no
preparation to receive Him. The priests and
teachers of the nation knew not that the great-
est event of the ages was about to take place.
They rehearsed theix meaningless prayers, and
performed the rites of worship to be seen
by men, but in their strife for riches and
worldly honor they were not prepared for the
revelation of the Messiah. The same indiffer-
ence pervaded the land of Isracl. Hearts selfish
and world-engrossed were untouched by the
joy that thrilled all heaven. Only a few were
longing to behold the Unseen. To these
heaven’s embassy was sent. . .

Had the leaders in Israel been true to
their trust, they might have shared the joy
of heralding the birth of Jesus. But now they
are passed by. . . .

In the fields where the boy David had led
his flock, shepherds were still keeping watch
by night. Through the silent hours they talked
togethex of the promised Saviour, and prayed
for the coming of the King to David’s throne.
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid. And
the angel said unto them, Fear not: fox, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. Far unto you is bomn
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.” . . .

The story of Bethlehem is an exhaustless
theme. In it is hidden “the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God.”
Rom. 11:33. We marvel at the Saviour’s sacri-
fice in exchanging the throne of heaven for
the manger, and the companionship of adoring
angels for the beasts of the stall. Human
pride and self-sufficiency stand rebuked in His
presence.—The Desire of Ages, pp. 43-49.
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DECEMBER, 1955

Reflection

AS WE approach the holiday season and
enter the final hours of 1955 we be-
lieve that our cover for this December issue
will stimulate appropriate thought. What
has been the nature of our service for God
during this year? Have we placed the
emphasis where God would place it? Have
we, any of us, been more concerned with
goals than with souls? Have we talked about
love more than we have lived it? Has our
burden for souls been genuine, or have we
been concerned more with our record as a
soul winner? Sober questions, these. We in-
vite you to consider them with us as you
read “The Challenge of Bethlehem,” on
page 6. And you will find one practical
outlet for the heart religion of which we
speak in the hurricane appeal featured on
page 4.

Though we cannot join with the world
in attaching any religious significance to
the date that it has set, yet certainly during
this season we can and should join with all
Christians in looking again at Bethlehem
and rejoicing in the birth of our Lord. As
we hear the carols of love and peace and
good will, let us take stock of our own in-
dividual supply of these qualities. “T Must
Go Shopping,” on page 35, will help us in
taking inventory.

The end of a year must always bring
solemn reflection. As we look back over the
results of our work, as we count our gains
and our losses, we shall sense anew the need
for using every possible method to make
our evangelism a success. And we shall be
conscious again, as the figures tell our
apostasies, that we must find a way to lock
the doors through which so many are lost.
With these problems in mind we present
two articles. On page 26 Theodore Carcich
discusses “Enlarging Our Baptismal Pros-
pects.” And N. F. Brewer in a feature article
on page 9 tackles the problem of “Conserv-
ing Our Membership.”

Not always will there be new years, new
pages to replace the old. And when God
writes thirty, there will be no slipping back
into time’s burning building to do the
work we planned to do today.

We have not long to finish the work. It
is our prayer—and we know it is yours—
that the end of another year shall find us
far nearer home, not only in time but in
results for God. Epirors.
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General Conference Gift Appeal for Hurricane-stricken
Victims in Caribbean Region

THE AutumMN Councit of the General Conference is always a time of
real interest. At this meeting the needs of God’s work in all the earth are
studied and the budget set for the coming year. How wonderfully the
Lord is prospering His cause! This year the largest budget in our history
was voted—$20,814,801.24.

Yet in the midst of the reports of progress a somber note was heard
this year as a distressing report came to us from the islands of the Carib-
bean telling of the frightful loss of life and property resulting from the
recent hurricanes that swept that area of the world. Thousands of our dear
believers have been stripped of all their earthly possessions. Not only did
many of them see their little homes being swept away, but they also
watched as their cattle and poultry were blown over the cliffs into the sea.
Their vegetable gardens have been destroyed and most of their orchards
will have to be replanted.

It was a harassing story, and our hearts were deeply moved. Thirty of
our church members lost their lives or are missing, while hundreds were
seriously injured. Yet despite the report of suffering there was also a note
of joy and courage. True, hundreds of homes had been lost, and many
church buildings, yet the blessed hope was in their hearts, and to this they
clung during those awful hours of agony. A time of tragedy always makes
the message of our Lord’s imminent return mean more to the believer,
yes, more than anything else in all the world.

But these sufferers must rehabilitate themselves in some way, and so
the appeal came for help. Of course there is to be a worldwide offering for
disaster and famine relief next March, but that will be altogether too late
to help these suffering ones now. And so to meet this emergency a column
for special gifts has been opened in the Review and Herald. Most of our
readers have probably noticed this, but we want to call the attention of
all our workers to this important appeal. Gifts may be sent to the General
Conference, 6840 Eastern Ave., Washington 12, D.C., marked “Inter-
American Hurricane Relief.” God will richly bless our people as they
come to the aid of their unfortunate brethren.
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The month of December is a time when all the world makes a pilgrim-
age to Bethlehem; we love to live again the scenes of our Lord’s nativity.
Yet it was to bring help to the suffering and peace to the distressed that
our Lord left the courts of glory, took the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men. He became man that He might be able to enter
into our heartaches and understand our sorrows.

Our cover this month depicts the spirit of Bethlehem in action. Rather
than stand at the salute beholding the Bethlehem scene, let us take our
place at the side of the road and bind up the wounds of the sufferers. The
measure of our love for the Lord is revealed by our actions on the Jericho
Road. Instead of lavishing upon ourselves, our relatives, and our nearby
friends a plethora of good things at this holiday season, let us share some
of our bounty with our believers in need. These stricken ones in the Carib-
bean are trying to find security again amid the devastation of what they
once knew as home. Let us help them. As pastors and leaders we can do
much to encourage our members to respond to this appeal.
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In the final judgment our Lord will say nothing about goals and pro-
grams, but He will say, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” “When the nations
are gathered before Him, there will be but two classes, and their eternal
destiny will be determined by what they have done or have neglected to
do for Him in the person of the poor and the suffering.”—7The Desire of
Ages, p. 637. Our ministry to the destitute and the afflicted is a ministry
we render to our Saviour, for He identifies Himself with every suffering
soul. So let us encourage our congregations to give, and let us be sure
that we set a noble example ourselves.
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A group of skaters were having a rollicking time when all at once they
heard the shrill cry for help. The ice had given way, and one of their
number was struggling in the freezing water. Quickly they found a long
plank, and reaching it out to him felt that he was safe. But in the excite-
ment of the moment they had let the plank dip into the icy water. At once
the wet end froze, making it so slippery that it was impossible for the
drowning man to grip it. Sensing the desperateness of the situation, the
poor fellow cried, “Give me the warm end of the plank!” That was what
he needed if he was to be rescued. So as we reach out to those in need,
let us offer them the “warm end of the plank,” warmed by our love and
made effective by our united cooperation.
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The Challenge of Bethlehem

BEN GLANZER

N THE vast community of the universe
I only one little family went astray. By

its own willful choice it took the down-
ward path that ended in destitution, hun-
ger, sickness, and death. Then Christ the
Majesty of heaven stepped into the breach,
gave “back the scepter into the Father’s
hands,” and left His home in glory that
He might help the little lost family back
into the embrace of God. He, the Com-
mander of the universe, became the gentle
Comforter of a bewildered world.

That story is not new. It is as old as
history. Yet, although we know so much
of the vocabulary of Bethlehem, we seem
to sense so little of its real meaning. We
tell and retell the story, but what about the
Servant-Saviour, the Center of the theme?
We display the holly, but what about
the humanity and the humility of it all?
We exchange our gifts, but what about the
great Gift from God’s heart of love? We
are fascinated by the scintillating tree of
Christmas, but what about the sacrificial
tree of Golgotha? There is the tinsel, but
what of the tenderness hidden in the story?
The lights and the glamour of Christmas
attract us, but what about the veiled glory
of service and sacrifice?

It is good to get behind the candles and
the carols, behind the gifts and the gaiety,
the greetings and the geniality, and sense
anew the real object of the story. Its beau-
tiful simplicity appeals to us, but the love
behind it all makes it immortal.

How Christ Was Missed

The Son of God came not in the power
of a king, but in the helplessness of a babe.
He deserved a royal robe, but He was
found in swaddling clothes. Later He
donned the garb of a common laborer and
found His place at the bench of the car-
penter. Instead of a throne, a manger; in
place of a palace, a crude barn. His advent
was heralded not to the religious leaders of
the day, but to humble shepherds guarding
their flocks. He might have been welcomed
by families of renown. Instead, that honor
was given to the beasts of the stall. He
might have been born into a family of
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wealth and culture. Instead, He took His
place on the level of the poor.

“By becoming poor He could sympathize with
the poor. His humanity could touch their humanity
and help them to gain the perfection of right habits
and a noble character. . . . He became one with
humanity, a partaker of their sufferings and afflic-
tions.”—Welfare Ministry, pp. 25, 26.

What condescending love! What humil-
ity!

Martin Luther in his own inimitable
way expressed it in these words:

“When I am told that God became man, I can
follow the idea, but I just do not understand what
it means. For what man, if left to his natural
promptings, if he were God, would humble himself
to lie in the feedbox of a donkey?”’—Roranp H.
BaiNtoN, Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther
(1950 ed.), p. 223.

The majority of the priests and men of
importance missed Him at the manger be-
cause of the manner in which He came.
“They had no true conception of His mis-
sion. . . . Thus the way was prepared for
them to reject the Saviour.”—The Desire
of Ages, pp- 29, 30.

He did not stay in the manger, nor in
His home of poverty. Leaving the toiler’s
bench He bade His disciples, “Follow me.”
Follow Him into what?

Follow Him into the hovels of the Ju-
dean villages and the crowded alleys of
ancient Jerusalem, follow Him to the beds
of the sick and the suffering, to the side of
the downtrodden and discouraged. Walk
with Him until you stand face to face with
the degraded, the uncouth, the demented,
the demon-possessed.

Could this really be the Messiah? Surely
He was to do more important work than
this. Would not the Messiah associate with
the learned rabbis, compliment them on
their meticulous rites and ceremonies, tell
them what good men they were, what a
great work they were doing, and what a
glorious future was theirs in the new king-
dom? Why should the long-looked-for One
waste His time with such wunattractive
tasks? And so religion outlawed Him.

The church, the community, the nation,
went on its busy way, passed Him by,
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“wrote Him off,” and thus missed Him.
And terrible was the doom that followed!

Even John the Baptist—a type of the fore-
runners of Christ's second coming—"did
not understand the nature of Christ’s king-
dom. He expected Jesus to take the throne
of David; and as time passed, and the
Saviour made no daim to kingly authority,
John became perplexed and troubled.”—
Ibid., p. 215. The tidings John's dis-
ciples brought of Christ’s simple, unob-
trusive activities, and the doubts they ex-
pressed, had their effect. He sent them back
to Christ with the question, “Art thou he
that should come, or do we look for an-
other?” (Matt. 11:3).

“If John, the faithful forerunner, failed
to discern Christ’s mission, what could be
expected from the self-seeking multituder”
—Ibid., p. 216.

Christ did not immediately answer their
question. But as they stood and watched
and wondered at His silence they saw and
heard a great deal as Christ ministered to
the needy, the suffering, the helpless. They
hore the report to John. In his mind he re-
viewed the prophecy of Isaiah 61:1, 2 and
was satisfied. With John we need to review
that prophecy frequently untl we see
clearly and beyond all question that the
evidence of Christ’s divinity “was seen in
its adaptation to the needs of suffering hu-
manity. His glory was shown in His con-
descension to our low estate.”—Ibid., p. 217.

The Stumbling Block Today

What is our conception of His mission
for our day?

Were we to see the same Life lived
again in a twentieth-century setting, we
too would probably miss Him.

“Men acknowledge Christ in history, while they
turn away from the living Christ. Christ in His word
calling to self-sacrifice, in the poor and suffering
who plead for relief, in the righteous cause that in-
volves poverty and toil and reproach, is no more
readily received today than He was eighteen hun-
dred years ago.”—Ibid., p. 56.

The experience of the good Samaritan
is really part of the Christmas story when
we see it in the light of Bethlehem and
Calvary. And it presents to us a test as
soul searching as any that faced the people
of God in the days berween Bethlehem and
Calvary.

The story has a special meaning for de-
nominational workers, for two of its prin-
cipals were ministers in the cause of God.
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The priest and the Levite were return-
ing from an exalted worship service. To
officiate at such a service, or to take part
in it, was truly a great honor. But on their
way home they met the challenge of a
man in need. To stoop to help a stranger
was below their dignity. They did not real-
ize that in the form of this beaten and
bruised unfortunate, weltering in his own
blood by the road, God had planted a dis-
guised opportunity for them to show
whether their worship at the Temple had
touched their hearts. Was their service in
His cause doing anything for their souls?

They missed their opportunity. But they
were not considered bad men. They were
merely following the accustomed pat-
tern. The Jews had even divested the Sab-
bath of all love, sympathy, and service,
severely censuring Christ for His acts of
benevolence performed on that day.

All Heaven Waiched . . .
Is Watching

The centuries have made no difference. Heaven
is just as interested in the deeper attitude of our
souls today as when the Son of God was born at
Bethlehem.

“The angels . . . watched to see how the people
of God would receive His Son, clothed in the garb
of humanity. . . . With amazement the heavenly
messengers beheld the indifference of that people
whom God had called to communicate to the
world the light of sacred truth.”—The Desire of
Ages, pp. 43, 4.

And heaven watched the priest and the Levite
on the Jericho road—

“All heaven watched as the Levite passed down
the road, to see if his heart would be touched with
human woe. As he beheld the man he was con-
victed of what he ought to do; but . . . it was net
an agreeable duty. . . . Claiming to be an expositor
of the law, to be a minister in sacred things, he
yet passed by on the other side”” “God brought
the priest along that way in order that with his
own eyes he might see a case that needed mercy
and help; but the priest, though holding a holy
office, whose work it was to bestow mercy and to
do good, passed by on the other side. His character
was exhibited in its true nature before the angels
of God. For a pretense he could make long
prayers, but he could not keep the principles of
the law in loving God with all his heart and his
neighbor as himself.”—Welfare Ministry, p. 47.

And heaven is watching today—

“Angels are waiting to see if we embrace op-
portunities within our reach of doing good—wait-
ing to see if we will bless others, that they in
their turn may bless wus.”—Testimonies, vol. 2,
p- 28.
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“Many today are making a similar mistake. . . .
There are those who would think it lowering to
their dignity to minister to suffering humanity.
Many look with indifference and contempt upon
those who have laid the temple of the soul in ruins.
Others neglect the poor from a different motive.
They are working, as they believe, in the cause of
Christ, seeking to build up some worthy enterprise.
They feel that they are doing a great work, and they
cannot stop to mnotice the wants of the needy and
distressed. In advancing their supposedly great work
they may even oppress the poor. They may place
them in hard and trying cixcumstances, deprive
them of their rights, or neglect their needs. Yet they
feel that all this is justifiable because they are, as
they think, advancing the cause of Christ.”—Christ’s
Object Lessons, pp. 382, 383.

“The Great Final Test”

Will we truly put on Christ? By the grace
of God will we bring more genuine love
into our service as workers? Or do we hesi-
tate to emulate His humble service, His
self-effacing humility, His benevolent life?

“Love to others is putting on the Lord Jesus
Christ; it is walking and working with the invisible
world in view. We are thus to keep looking unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.”—
Welfare Ministry, p. 49.

Heaven is watching today with a tender
regard, hoping that the people of God will
not repeat the tragedy of long ago. The
test of Bethlehem is still a test today.

“The truth for this time, the third angel’s mes-
sage, is to be proclaimed with a loud voice, (mean-
ing with increased power), as we approach the
great final test. This test must come to the churches
in connection with true medical missionary work,
a work that has the great Physician to dictate and
preside in all it comprehends”—FELLEN G. WHITE,
“Loma Linda Messages,” p. 62. (Emphasis sup-
plied)

A careful study of the Spirit of prophecy
reveals the fact that the term ‘“‘medical

Where Jesus Walks Today

“Many feel that it would be a great privilege to
visit the scenes of Christ’s life on earth, to walk
where He trod, to look upon the lake beside which
He loved to teach, and the hills and valleys on
which His eyes so often rested. But we need not
go to Nazareth, to Capernaum, or to Bethany, in
order to walk in the steps of Jesus. We shall find
His footprints beside the sickbed, in the hovels of
poverty, in the crowded alleys of the great city,
and in every place where there are human hearts
in need of consolation. In doing as Jesus did when
on earth, we shall walk in His steps”—The De-
sire of Ages, p. 640.

>
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missionary work,” in all it comprehends,
stretches far beyond the bounds of pro-
fessional medical service. It embodies all
acts of mercy, benevolence, and disinter-
ested kindness, as well as medical ministry.

“Years ago I was shown that God’s people would
be tested upon this point of making homes for the
homeless; that there would be many without homes
in consequence of their believing the truth. . . . I
have been shown more recently that God would
specially test His professed people in reference to
this matter. Christ for our sakes became poor. . . .
He made a sacrifice that He might provide a home
for pilgrims . . . even an heavenly. Shall those who
are subjects of His grace . . . refuse, or even feel
reluctant, to share their homes with the homeless
and needy? Shall we, who axe disciples of Jesus,
refuse strangers an entrance to our doors?’—Testi-
monies, vol. 2, pp. 27, 28.

The challenge of Bethlehem is no make-
believe test. It is real and pertinent to our
time. Luther saw it clearly, and preached
it with forceful vigor. Listen:

“The inn was full. No one would release a room
to this pregnant woman. She had to go to a cow
stall and there bring forth the Maker of all crea-
tures because nobody would give way. Shame on
you, wretched Bethlehem! The inn ought to have
been burned with brimstone, for even though Mary
had been a beggar maid or unwed, anybody at
such a time should have been glad to give her a
hand. There are many of you in this congregation
who think to yourselves: ‘If only I had been there!
How quick I would have been to help the Baby!
I would have washed his linen. How happy I would
have been to go with the shepherds to see the Loxd
lying in the manger!’ Yes, you would! You say that
because you know how great Christ is, but if you
had been there at that time you would have done
no better than the people of Bethlehem. Childish
and silly thoughts are these!”—Here I Stand, 4 Life
of Martin Luther, p. 334.

Childish and silly thoughts! And why?
Let Luther continue:

“Why don’t you do it now? You have Christ in
your neighbor. You ought to serve him, for what
vou do to your neighbor in need you do to the Lord
Christ himself.”"—7bid.

May it never be necessary for the Saviour
to say to any of us, “‘I was a stranger’ in
the twentieth century ‘and ye took me not
in. . .. Depart from me.”

Thank God that there will be many on
that day who will be surprised to know that
the cup of cold water, which in all kindness
they have placed in the hands of a stranger,
has actually quenched the thirst of Christ,
that in comforting the sick they have also
brought comfort to His great heart, that
in visiting those in prison they have
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brought cheer to the Majesty of heaven
Himself. They have somehow learned that
we “cannot come in touch with divinity
without coming in touch with humanity.”
—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 384.

The True Glory of the Final Triumph

In the climax of the ages, when Christ
finally triumphs over the hosts of evil, the
whole world is to be “lightened with his
glory.” And what will that glory be? Will
it be the glory of a world-encircling or-
ganization, the glory of a mighty line of
institutions belting the globe?

Nol!

It will be something more real and per-
sonal. It will be the glory shining forth
from the lives of sifted saints reflecting and

demonstrating to all humanity “the glory
shining in the face of Jesus,” which is
“the glory of selfsacrificing love.” And in
the light shining from Bethlehem and
“from Calvary it will be seen that the law
of self-renouncing love is the law of life for
earth and heaven.”—The Desire of Ages,
. 20.

P Then let us meet the challenge of Beth-
lehem squarely. Let us make this holiday
season an opportunity for serving the
lowly, the poor, the outcast; and then
may we take that spirit into our very lives,
into all our service. Smug complacency,
comfortable religion, has ever been the
curse of the church. But the Lord delights
in mercy, in a life overflowing with love,
in heart religion.

Conserving Our Membership

N.'F. BREWER

General Conference Field Secretary

NE of the most serious
O problems that we face
in the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church today is how
to conserve our membership.
For the year 1954 in the
North American Division, for
every thousand received into
the church by baptism and profession of
faith, 360 were dropped for apostasy or as
missing. This is a 36 per cent loss. That is
too great a loss! It is not easy for a person
to accept this truth. It means an entire
change in his life—his habits, his eating,
his dressing, and his day of rest. It takes
much effort, and much anxiety, patience,
and prayer. We spend thousands of dollars
on our public efforts in our endeavor to
win souls. We open the front door of the
church wide, but do not close the back
door; and many are drifting out. Surely
we ought to study this important problem
and do something about it!

Reasons for Apostasies

Every backslider has what he considers
a good reason for his backsliding. While
there can be no legitimate reason, here are
some of the causes of apostasy:

1. The individual may not have been
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truly converted when he came into the
church. There are many people who have
a head conviction, but not a heart con-
version. They believe the truth. They know
it is the truth, but it has not changed their
lives. It may be that in our eagerness to get
people into the church, we have encour-
aged some to come in without experiencing
the new birth.

Some time ago a woman wrote a letter
to the General Conference. She had a
brother whom she was trying to win to the
truth. She wanted us to do something about
it. This brother had known and observed
Adventists for forty years, but evidently he
had never seen anything consistent enough
in their lives to bring him to accept the
message. “If something could be done,”
wrote this sister, “that we would have a
body of converted believers, what an ad-
vance step that would be in spreading the
truth! . . . God bless our ministry and
ministers.” And then she made a statement
I do not like to read: “May we have a
more converted ministry who will bring
more people to true conversion before bap-
tizing them.”

This will give you an idea of how some
of our laity are thinking. One of the rea-
sons why members are going out of the
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church is that they are not truly converted
when they come into the church. When
trials come they just drift out.

2. Perhaps someone in the church has
said something the member did not like.
It may have been true or it may have been
false. Most of the time it is not said with
any intention of hurting or offending. It
is generally very small when first uttered,
but if that person takes it to heart, it grows
and grows, and soon he is drifting out of
the church.

3. It may be that some are looking to
other members as their example instead of
looking to Christ. Then when one of these
members sins, he says, “If that is the way
Adventists live, then just count me out.”
If we only realized how we are being
watched by other members, by our rela-
tives, and by the outside world, how careful
we would be! But when we realize that
we are ever in the presence of God, how
much more careful we ought to be. O that
God would give us a new awareness of His
constant presence with us. How many
things would be left undone and how many
we would not neglect!

4. Some grow cold and leave the truth
because of a lack of prayer and study of
the Bible. They think they have no time
for secret prayer and for family worship.
Their children never hear prayer in the
home, -except perhaps for the blessing at
mealtime. Later the children drift into the
world. Then it is that parents with heavy,
burdened hearts plead with God for the
salvation of their children.

At a camp meeting some time ago I
spoke on family worship. A woman came
to me after the service. She said she had
never had family worship in her home. “I
am a widow,” she said. “I have a daughter
thirteen years old, and we are going to
begin having family worship tonight.” I
encouraged her all I could. Next morning
she came to me with tears in her eyes. She
said, “My daughter refused to have wor-
ship with me. What can I do?” She was
thirteen years too late! But situations like
this need not remain hopeless.

I wish that something would come into
our ministry that would press this matter
of family worship back to the churches
and back to the people. How can we ex-
pect our children to grow up in the Chris-
tian faith without family worship? How
can we expect to go through the time of
trouble successfully if we do not prepare
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for it? The Catholics have a slogan, “Fam-
ilies that pray together, stay together.” 1
think we ought to have as our slogan,
“Families that pray together, stay in the
truth.”

5. Members marry non-Adventists, and
their companions lead them away from the
church. How many young people we have
lost just because of that! Ought we not to
be warning our young people not only that
marrjage with unbelievers brings “shad-
ows” that ‘“are never lifted,” but that “to
connect with an unbeliever is to place
yourself on Satan’s ground. You grieve the
Spirit of God and forfeit His protection’?
—Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 364, 365.

6. Some members do not think they get
the spiritual food they need when they
come to church. How many church mem-
bers give as an excuse for not going to
prayer meeting, “I do not really get much
help when I go.” Fellow workers, let us
make our services such that the members
will feel they are missing something good
if they are not there.

7. Some are tempted by Satan and fall.
They go into worldliness. They lose their
spiritual interest. Unless someone goes after
them and tries to win them back when
they first show a lack of interest and neglect
coming to church, they are lost to the
church.

There are two classes of backsliders. One
is illustrated by the prodigal son and the
lost sheep. The prodigal son knows he is
lost. That sheep knows it is lost, but it does
not know its way back. Then there is the
other class illustrated by the lost coin. The
lost coin is unconscious and unconcerned
about its loss; but it is still silver. And we
have to work with those two classes.

Preventing Apostasies

How we may prevent many apostasies:

1. Make sure inquirers thoroughly know
Bible doctrines as taught by Seventh-day
Adventists.

2. Let them prove by their lives that
they have experienced the new birth and
are truly converted before baptism. Too
many are “in the church but not of it.”

“For a minister to try to create am impres-
sion that he is clever while at the same
time trying to point up Jesus an all-suffi-
cient Saviour is both an incongruity and
an impossibility.”
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3. At the first indication of losing inter-
est or nonattendance at church services,
either visit the backsliders vourself or ar-
range for others to visit and encourage
them.

4. Train older members to extend a
warm welcome to new church members
and visitors.

C. L. Torrey told of an experience he
had some time ago. He was away from
home. He went mto a church, saw an
empty seat, and went to sit down. A
woman said to him, “This seat is reserved.”
He tried again. “I am saving this seat for
someone.” He tried three seats, but all were
reserved. Then he went to the back of the
church and sat down. After the service he
went out. Not one soul spoke to him. No-
body knew him. Suppose he had been a
non-Adventist coming for the first time to
our church!

5. Let us emphasize and hold up before
the people the real privileges of being a
church member. Let us impress upon our
converts the fact that in entering this
church they become a part of the great
Advent Movement that encircles the world.
To be a member of God’s remnant church
—what a fellowship! What a source of
spiritual power! What a joy and sense of
security! One writer has put it this way:
“Make membership mean much.”

Reclaiming Former Members

Now when members grow cold and leave
the church, or are dismissed, how are we
going to win them back? How did Christ
win them back?

You remember the story of the lost sheep.
When the lost sheep was found, what did
the shepherd do? Did he take his staff and
strike it and say, “You naughty sheep, you
caused me so much trouble; I have
searched hours to find you, and you have
strayed away from the flock. Why didn’t
you stay with the flock?” No. When he
found that sheep he took it right into his
arms. He bound up its wounds. He just
pressed that sheep against his heart.

How careful we ought to be in winning
back the straying sheep of God’s flock, to

“Is the sermon done?” a man was asked
as he came out of a church on Sunday.
“No, the sermon is not done,” he replied.
“It has been preached, but it remains yet
to be done.”—Calvary Messenger.
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make them understand that God loves
them, and that the church really cares
when they stray out of the fold of Chuist.
How much is a soul worth? What did it
cost to redeem that soul? It was the very
life of our Saviour. Surely souls that cost
so much ought not to be treated with cold-
ness and contempt.

Why did the Lord use a sheep to il-
lustrate His tender care for His children?
Because the sheep is one of the most help-
less of animals. When it gets lost it can’t
find its way back. And when a sinner is
lost it is very hard for him to find %is way
back. We must go after the lost sheep and
not say like some spiritual shepherds, “Oh,
if it comes back I'll open the door of the
sheepfold and let it in, but I won’t go after
it

In China I visited one of our former
members. I had not seen him for a long
time, for I had not been in that part of
China. He used to be one of our most
efficient preachers. I found out where he
lived and went over and rapped on the
door. A voice said, “Come in.” When I
entered he quickly put his hand behind
him. I sat down and talked with him; he
recognized me right away. I didn’t say any-
thing about his hand going behind him,
but I knew why he did it. He had been
smoking a cigarette and didn’t want me to
know it. After we had talked a while I had
prayer with him. He rose with tears in his
eyes, and said, “You are the first Seventh-
day Adventist who has crossed my thresh-
old for twenty years.” And he lived within
a mile of our church. Fellow worker, [
wonder how many there are within a mile
of your church that were once members
and have not been visited for twenty years?

When I left he came out to the gate with
me. In parting he said, “’I have gone astray
a long way. I know this truth. I was once a
preacher. I have thought many times of
forsaking my wayward, evil ways, and giv-
ing my heart to Christ again and returning
to the church. But,” he continued, “I do
not think they want me back in the church.
I do not think I would be welcome.” And
the sad fact is that too many self-satisfied
church members today actually do not
want those who have once backslidden to
come back into the church, even though
they are repentant.

In the parable of the prodigal son we
have not only the wayward son but also
the elder brother. You remember what he
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said. “No, 1 ain not coming to your feast.
If that backslidden brother is there, you
won’t find me there.” This is what Sister
White says:

“The return of the prodigal son was a source of
the greatest joy. The complaints of the elder brother
were natural, but not right. Yet this is frequently
the course that brother pursues toward brother.
There is too much effort to make those in error feel
where they have erred, and to keep reminding them
of their mistakes. Those who have erred need pity,
they need help, they need sympathy. They suffer
in their feelings, and are frequently desponding
and discouraged. Above everything else, they need
free forgiveness.”—Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 104.

In some of our churches today there are
members who manifest the elder brother’s
attitude and spirit toward those who have
wandered from Christ. There is a work that
must be done with these members to pre-
pare them to extend a warm, hearty wel-
come, and to receive repentant ones back
into church fellowship.

“There is need of shepherds who, under the di-

rection of the Chief Shepherd, will seek for the lost |

and straying. This means the bearing of physical
discomfort and the sacrifice of ease. It means a
tender solicitude for the erring, a divine compassion
and forbearance. It means an ear that can listen
with sympathy to heartbreaking recitals of wrong,
of degradation, of despair and misery.”—Gospel
Workers, p. 184.

When we go to a backslider let us listen
with sympathy to what he has to say. Let us
not argue with him. He has his reasons for
being outside the church. It may be that
somebody has done something that has of-
fended him. Let us say we are sorry that
it happened. After he has told you his
whole story he will feel better. Do not
condemn him. Do not tell him that the
other person was right. It may well be he
was wrong,

“If you see one whose words or attitude shows
that he is separated from God, do not blame him.
[t is not your work to condemn him, but come
close to his side to give him help. Consider the
humility of Christ, and His meekness and lowliness,
and work as He worked, with a heart full of sancti-
fied tenderness.”—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 125.

“O the lack of deep, soul-touching sympathy for
the tempted and the erring! O for more of Christ’s
spirit, and for less, far less, of self!”—Christ’s Object
Lessons, p. 192.

“We need more of Christlike sympathy; not
merely sympathy for those who appear to us to be
faultless, but sympathy for poor, suffering, strug-
gling souls, who are often overtaken in fault, sinning
and repenting, temnpted and discouraged. We are to
go to our fellow men, touched, like our merciful
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High Priest, with the feeling of their infirmities.”
—The Ministry of Healing, p. 164.

“While very sensitive to the least blame in regard
to their own course, many are too severe in dealing
with those whom they suppose to be in error. No
one was ever reclaimed from a wrong position by
censure and reproach; but many are thus driven
further from the right path, and led to harden their
hearts against conviction. A spirit of kindmess, a
courteous, forbearing deportment, may save the
crring, and hide a multitude of sins.”—Patriarchs
and Prophets, pp. 519, 520.

“Until the judgment you will never know the
influence of a kind, considerate course toward the
inconsistent, the unreasonable, the unworthy.”—
The Ministry of Healing, p. 495.

You will notice that three classes are
mentioned in this statement: “The incon-
sistent, the unreasonable, the unworthy.”
And yet we ought to be kind to even these.

“When we meet with ingratitude and betrayal
of sacred trusts, we are roused to show our contempt
or indignation. This the guilty expect; they are
prepared for it. But kind forbearance takes them
by surprise, and often awakens their better impulses,
and arouses a longing for a nobler life.”—Ibid.

That is the way to win them back. God
is giving a special invitation to backsliders
to come back.

“The Lord is giving the erring, the weak and
trembling, and even those who have apostatized
from the truth, a special call to come fully into the
fold. But many have not learned that they have a
special duty to go and search for these lost sheep.”
—Life Sketches, p. 187.

“The love of God still yearns over the one who
has chosen to separate from Him, and He sets in
operation influences to bring him back to the Fa-
ther’s house. . . . A golden chain, the mercy and
compassion of divine love, is passed around every
imperiled soul.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 202.

“Although a man may have sunk to the very
depths of sin, there is a possibility of saving him.
Many have lost the sense of eternal realities, lost
the similitude of God, and they hardly know
whether they have souls to be saved or not. They
have neither faith in God nor confidence in man.
But they can understand and appreciate acts of
practical sympathy and helpfulness.”~-Testimonies,
vol. 6, p. 259.

While there is life, there is hope. We are
not to give up working for those who may
seem to be beyond hope.

“All the resources of heaven are at the command
of those who are seeking to save the lost. Angels

will help you to reach the most careless and the
most hardened. —Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 197.

No matter how degraded or sinful a
person may be, we are to see in every
human being one for whom Christ died.
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We are to visualize the sinner transformed
by the power of God.

“The Lord wants His people to follow other
methods than that of condemning wrong, even
though the condemnation is just. He wants us to
do something more than to hurl at our adversaries
charges that only drive them farther from the
truth. The work which Christ came to do in our
world was not to erect barriers, and constantly
thrust upon the people the fact that they were
wrong. He who expects to enlighten 2 deceived
people must come near to them and labor for them
in love. He must become a center of holy influence.”
—Gospel Workers, p. 373.

Why is it that we do not now see large
numbers accepting this truth and coming
into the church? What is hindering the
work of the Lordr

“The Lord does not now work to bring many
souls into the truth, because of the church members
who have never been converted and those who were
once converted but who have backslidden.”—Tes-
timonies, vol. 6, p. 371

“We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to

watch for souls as they that must give an account.”
~—1Ibid., p. 62.

My dear fellow workers, would to God
that I could say something that would stir
our hearts and impress upon each worker
the duty of seeking out those who have
once known this blessed truth, but who
have strayed away from God and the
church. Let us make this our first work.

Let us seek out those who have grown cold
and indifferent and bring them back into
the warm atmosphere of fellowship in the
church. They are just as precious as others
who have never heard this truth. Let us
really do something about this!

You will be surprised to find how many
really want to come back into the church
but think nobody cares and that they are
not welcome or wanted. Let us not con-
stantly remind them of their mistakes, but
let us show by our sympathetic, understand-
ing attitude that we do love them and
want them to return to the church. Let us
inspire in them new hope and a longing to
come back.

The Lord is married to the backslider
and calls him to return, promising to heal
his backslidings. '

“Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith
the Lord; and I will not cause mine anger
to fall upon you: for I am merciful, saith
the Lord, and I will not keep anger for
ever” (Jer. 3:12).

“I will heal their backsliding, I will love
them freely: for mine anger is turned away
from him” (Hosea 14:4).

May God give us such a compelling bur-
den for those who have once known this
truth, but who have left their first love and
strayed away, that we will not rest satisfied
until they return to the fold.

Bless Me Also

BY A MINISTER

PART II

UVENILE delinquency has become al-
most 2 household word in some quar-
ters in recent years. But some outstand-

ing leaders in the field of education feel
that juveniles often become delinquent
because of delinquent parents.

It is right that children should be

trained and taught how to live. But God's

Word prophesies a reformation in the

home, beginning with the father and
mother: “Behold, I will send you Elijah
the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord: and he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the chil-
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dren, and the heart of the children to their
fathers” (Mal. 4:5, 6).

We are the Elijah people. Should we
not be asking, “How shall we order the
child?”’

What Does the Boy Want?

“An absent-minded professor, feeling
anxious about his wife, visited the hospital
where she was awaiting the birth of their
child. Armed with a book, he ensconced
himself comfortably in the waiting room
armchair. He had been reading for some
time and was completely absorbed when
a smiling nurse entered the room. ‘It’'s a
boy,’ she announced. Annoyed at the in-
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terruption, the professor gruffly exclaimed:
‘Ask him what he wants!’

“We laugh at the professorial absent-
mindedness; but, on second thought, is not
the inquiry that he suggests the one funda-
mental question that the whole world
needs to put today in this supreme world
crisis in human relations?”’—W. K. ANDER-
soN, The Minister and Human Relations,
p- 150.

Yes, what does the boy want? At birth,
as a babe? In childhood, in adolescence,
and in vouth? In wmanhood? He wants
good human relationships with parents,
playmates, teachers; with his buddies, his
brothers and sisters, and later with a lover
and wife; and with other adults. If these
relationships are right, the chances are
that he will develop into a successful man,
father, and workman.

In the psychic sense the child is certainly
father to the man. The first impressions
that a babe receives pinpoint a blueprint
for the development of the whole life. If
love is expressed to the child by the par-
ents—in fact, by all who have to deal with
this little life—very probably the emo-
tional development will be in a straight
line. But if hate instead of love is registered
in the soul, the impress will set up tensions
in the young life that, together with mani-
festations of anger, fear, selfishness, et
cetera, cause the emotional pattern to be
disfigured by many detours and deviations
from the ideal straight line. Yes, it is seri-
ous business, this business of parenthood
—too serious for any but a true, loving
Christian.

Scientists now know that the human
being was created to worship God, that
above all man was created as a social being,
fit to hold communion with God and with
his fellow men. Being social in nature, the
child—and the adult also—looks outside of
himself to find his own importance. He
turns to parents, teachers, and friends for
the answer. If that answer is satisfactory,
the effect is pleasant, and a good adjust-
ment is made in the life of the child. But
if the child’s efforts are sneered at and
despised, the result is nothing short of
calamitous for his development.

The child’s whole life is emotionally
tuned. By social contacts and association
with others the child adjusts himself to
life and reality. Those social contacts, right
or wrong, leave an indelible influence that
may be as lasting as life itself. If the social
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contacts bring gratifying responses, there
are no retrogressions, recessions, or detours
in the emotional development of the child.
But if those social contacts are hostile, his
whole being is overpowered with different
tensions, each one looking for its proper
release. Failing in this, there will inevi-
tably be a turning to various escape mecha-
nisms, any of which mean maladjustment.

For example, here is a boy whose
brother is always bullying him. He be-
littles him before his friends and misrepre-
sents him to their parents. This results in
lifelong evil for both boys. The boy in
question develops, among other character
traits, an inferiority complex. He will al-
ways have to struggle against this weakness
—imagining that he is thought to be in-
ferior to others. This is a lasting tragedy,
which all of us should seek to eliminate
from the lives of our children.

What about the other boy? He develops
a superiority complex, which demonstrates
itself in a lifelong mania for power. He
wants always to have the upper hand, is
selfish, proud, arrogant, and boastful. If
he has friends, he uses them for his per-
sonal advancement. And when, if ever, he
gets into God’s work, those who have the
misfortune of being his fellow workers suf-
fer because of his hard and heartless atti-
tude toward life.

It should be added right here that true
conversion may markedly change for the
better even the grossest of men. But true
conversions are all too rare these days to
eliminate all the bad actors even from the
ranks of our workers.

In the normal life of man God intended
that every emotion should have its legiti-
mate and adequate expression. Otherwise,
emotional tensions are built up that are
not released properly, and a maladjusted
person is the sure result—though the in-
dividual himself may never know why.

“Sickness of the mind prevails every-
where. Nine tenths of the diseases from
which men suffer have their foundation
here.”—Counsels on Health, p. 324. Yes,
the Lord tells us that nine tenths of all
sickness originates in the mind, and all
because of improper thinking.

Arthur L. Bietz says:

“A man could retire nicely in his old age
if he could dispose of his experience for
what it cost him.”
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“Hospitals for the emotionally and mentally ill
are overcrowded; new additions are being built,
but the demand for care exceeds the available re-
sources. If the present rate of increase continues,
one out of every twenty young people in our schools
and colleges will at some time in his life be hos-
pitalized for mental and emotional sickness. It is
also estimated that one out of every twelve persons
in our land is suffering from a major emotional
disturbance which handicaps normal living.

“Estimates such as these show the extent of the
problem with which we have to deal. Human beings
may rightly be stamped Fragile, ‘Handle with
care.’ "—Pulling Life Together, p. 10. (Italics sup-
plied.)

Yes, human beings are fragile, and ought
to be handled with care. Because they are
not handled with care, many are sick, and
many others are sorrowing, and living a
miserable and wretched existence. Jesus is
waiting for His character of love to be
reproduced in the lives of His disciples.
‘When that is done He will come—but oh,
how much there is to be done in human
relations before He can come!

We need to learn to live the love life in
our homes, in the church, and at the office.
Everyone with whom we make social con-
tact should be blessed by our presence.

Bless Me Also

When we think of human relations and
of the cries of human anguish ascending to
God on every side, there comes to mind
the story of Isaac and Rebekah. Both of
them showed favoritism in the home to a
chosen son: Isaac to Esau and Rebekah
to Jacob. When Jacob stole the birthright
blessing from Esau, tensions rose to the
breaking point. Isaac told Esau that he
had blessed his brother Jacob. “And when
Esau heard the words of his father, he
cried with a great and exceeding bitter
cry, and said unto his father, Bless me,
even me also, O my father” (Gen. 27:34).

It almost overpowers us when strong
men weep. And why did Esau weep? Be-
cause he wanted a blessing. And don’t we
all want a blessing? Every one of us wants
to be blessed and to be appreciated. But
how many of us know that we have our
father's—or our supervisor's—blessing?

Esau spoke the language of millions
when he said, “Hast thou but one blessing,

“Christian experience does not patch up
a life or merely improve it; it makes a
life over.”
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my father?” (verse 38). How many ad-
ministrators have but one blessing to give?
Esau did not deserve as much blessing as
Jacob, but he did deserve some blessing
for his good points—for a man always has
some good points. Even to hardhearted
Pharaoh this truth applied. You will re-
member that he said to Moses, “Go, serve
the Lord, as ye have said. . . . And be
gone; and bless me also” (Ex. 12:31, 32).

Every one of us wants a blessing. Every
one of us needs to know whether we have
the blessing of our father—or our em-
ployer. We are all social beings, and look
outside of ourselves to find the approba-
tion and appreciation of our work—to see
it expressed at least in some way by our
fellow laborers and our friends.

Good worker relationships—and all oth-
ers—are social relationships that proceed
best when there is mutual understanding
of one another and of one another’s prob-
leros. Let us listen as Isaiah says it, ““That
they may see, and know, and consider, and
understand together” (Isa. 41:20). Doing
everything  together—seeing, knowing,
considering, and understanding life’s prob-
lems together—what a wonderful goal and
ideal in all our social contacts, all our fel-
lowship! May God give us eyes to see, ears
to hear, and hearts to understand.

If we had more of this communal “We”
feeling, we would get over some of our
“I” trouble. QOur “social” God said, “Let
us make man in our image” (Gen. 1:26).
We are to be fellow laborers together with
God and our fellow men in the grand
adventure of saving men. This work re-
quires a deep and sympathetic human in-
sight, feeling, and understanding.

Sympathy means feeling for someone
else—like the benefactor in the good Sa-
maritan story. Science has now coined a
new word meaning to feel with somebody.
The word is empathy. Who does that word
make you think of? We think of Jesus,
who lived with the people, thinking with
their minds, feeling with their hearts, see-
ing with their eyes, hearing with their ears,
suffering with their emotions. He shared
with them their joys and carried their sor-
rows. He was wounded for their transgres-
sions and was bruised for their iniquities.
The chastisement of their peace was upon
Him, and with His stripes they were
healed.

That was true empathy. He felt and
suffered with them. “In all their affliction
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he was afflicted” (Isa. 63:9). He lived to
bless others. O that we might follow His
example in all our social contacts as we
too endeavor to live with the people!
Would that our every social call might be
a “bless me” visit!

“What Shall We Do?”

“Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter
said unto them, Repent” (Acts 2:37, 38).

Rom Landau says that “the path of
almost every life is strewn with the wreck-
age of relationships that leave in us noth-
ing but a sense of frustration, or the bitter
taste born of shame.”—Human Relations,
p- 14

Certainly we have cause to repent of our
lack of human kindness. If courtesy were
added to sanctification, we would have
one hundred converted where now we
have one. (See Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 189.)

“Now, brethren and sisters, we want the iron
taken out of our souls, and we want it taken out of
our manner of work.”—Welfare Ministry, p. 90.

“He [God] watches to see if you will manifest
compassion to those with whom you associate.”—
Counsels on Stewardship, p. 164.

Little have we realized that “it is
through the social relations that Christi-
anity comes in contact with the world.”—
The Ministry of Healing, p. 496. Our in-
fluence ““is constantly telling upon society.”
—Counsels to Parents and Teachers, p. 84.
“The worker who manifests a lack of
courtesy, who shows impatience at the ig-
norance or waywardness of others, who
speaks hastily or acts thoughtlessly, may
close the door to hearts so that he can
never reach them.”—The Ministry of
Healing, p. 157. (Italics supplied.)

Evident it is that repentance is in order!
But what else shall we do? What of the
future?

Not long ago I was talking to a friend
about the factors entering into the success
of a worker, and he stated that in his opin-
ion success depended 25 per cent on tech-
nical preparation and 75 per cent on being
able to get along with people. And the
fact is that statistics give figures almost
that high. We must, therefore, do some-
thing about human relations—do some-
thing to help all of us to get along to-
gether.

Since science has come to our rescue
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with courses in human relations, it would
naturally follow that just as soon as practi-
cable the denomination would do well to
make largescale plans to give in our in-
stitutions and among our workers in gen-
eral the training that the times demand.
This might be followed up by suitable
instruction in our churches. And graded hu-
man-relations instruction could be incor-
porated in the curriculum of all our
schools, from kindergarten up to the
highest level.

Some of the world’s largest business firms
are already quite advanced in human
relations from a commercial point of view.
(See “Are You the New Executive Type?”
Reader’s Digest, April, 1954). And some
religious organizations are doing notable
work in this field, particularly the Method-
ists. (See W. K. Anderson, loc. cit.)

A certain well-.known denomination
states that two thirds of their ministers
have been in their present field of labor
for two years or less, and therefore do not
grow as they should. They work in one
place for a few months and then “flee to
the next” before their problems can catch
up with them. The scene is not unfamiliar
in our own ranks, and there is resulting
damage to the worker and to the work—
no stability being developed in either. If
the worker would stay put for a while,
meet the problems that his way of laboring
produces, and conquer himself at the same
time he is conquering his problems, with
the guidance of understanding superiors,
it would be the saving of a worker, of his
work, and of organization funds. It may
be that the hearts of the church members
would be turned toward the pastor, and
the heart of the pastor towar(i) the mem-
bers, as thereafter they associate together
in understanding Christian fellowship and
service.

Our greatest need is for cooperative fel-
lowship with Christ and with one another
in service. Let us unite in the developing
and the implementing of a global human-
relations program of peace and under-
standing that will make ready a people
that all men will recognize as Jesus’ dis-
ciples, because they “have love one to
another.”

“Faith is the pencil of the soul that pic-
tures heavenly things.”—Thomas Bur-
bridge.
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News and Announcements

Possible Reprints of
“Sons of Strangers” Series

DurinG 1955 we published a number of articles in
THE MINisTRY stressing the foundation of true heart
religion as outlined in Isaiah 58. The response to
these articles has been most favorable—even enthu-
siastic—and the suggestion has been made that
these be made available in reprint form. Hence we
are giving study to bringing out a reprint compila-
tion of these articles in mimeographed form.

"This reprint compilation would contain the fol-
lowing articles: .

1. “What Is True Religion?”~—two editorials dis-
cussing “pure religion and undefiled,” based on
James 1:27, Isaiah 38, and the Spirit of prophecy.

2. “Importance of Isaiah 58.” There are more ref-
erences to Isaiah 58 in the Spirit of prophecy than
to any other single chapter in the Bible. This brief
item outlines “the kind of ministry that will bring
life into the churches.”—Welfare Ministry, p. 29.

3. “The Ministry of Benevolence,” a series of
outstanding quotations from the Spirit of prophecy
which ran in two installments in the August and
September issues.

4. “Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy Walls,”
the series of five articles from the pen of J. Lee Neil,
appearing in THE MmIsTRY from May through
September.

5. “Church Suppers and Bake Sales,” by Ben
Glanzer, stressing some definite cautions in various
fund-raising methods.

6. “The Challenge of Bethlehem,” this month’s
lead article on page 6, stressing how Christ was
missed by the church at His first advent and how
He may be missed the second time by those who
overlook the benevolent ministry of love in their
lives in this twentieth century.

7. “And We Call It Sacrifice,” an editorial
scheduled for the January, 1956, issue of THE Min-
ISTRY.

It has been suggested that some pastors would
want to use copies of such a compilation to circulate
among their church officers when launching a
church or school building program or some similar
project. Other workers will want the compilation so
that they can have these related articles together in
one unit for further study and future reference.

We want to know whether there will be sufficient
demand to warrant the expense of bringing out this
compilation. Let us know whether you would want
such a compilation and how many copies you might
use. Your letter would not constitute an order. You
may place your order when and if it is announced
that the compilation is ready. The price will not be
more than one dollar. Address, Ministerial Associa-
tion, General Conference of SDA, Washington
12, D.C.

Please see “‘Sons of Strangers’ Series Appreci-
ated,” on page 30 in this issue.
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About One of Our Advertisers

A RECENT news item carries some unique inforna-
tion about one of our advertisers:

“One of the very few firms in the United States
that specializes in the rebinding of Bibles is the
Norris Bookbinding Company of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. Their service is used by more than 200
book stores, and Bibles have been received from
every State in the Union and many foreign coun-
tries. Some of the most difficult jobs handled are
Bibles that have been soaked in water or have gone
through a fire. Others are badly broken, torn, and
with all the pages loose. Almost invariably these
can be rebound and placed in fair condition. The
oldest Bible the firm has worked on is one printed
about 1690.”

The Norris Bookbinding Company ad appears
regularly in THE MINISTRY in the classified section.
See page 46.

Spirit of Prophecy Reprints
on “The Influence of Diet”

IN FIVE consecutive issues of THE MINISTRY, from
January to May, 1955, there appeared a series of
Spirit of prophecy compilations on “The Influence
of Diet,” under the following headings:

I: “Diet and Physical Health.”
Part II: “Diet and Mental and Moral Health.”
Part III: “Diet and Spiritual Health.”
Part IV: “Blessings Promised to Diet Reformers.”

Part V: “Health Messages to Workers and Lead-
ers.”

Part

This series is now available in mimeographed
form, including all five parts as outlined above,
There has already been a considerable demand for
these valuable reprints. The price is 50 cents per
copy, postpaid. Address your orders to the Minis-
terial Association, General Conference of SDA,
Washington 12, D.C.

UNDERSTANDING AvucustiNe, one of the

early Fathers, was walking
on the ocean shore and pondering over the truth,
‘three distinct persons, not separate, but distinct
and yet but one God,” and he camne upon a little
boy who was playing with a seashell, scooping a hole
in the sand and then going down to the waves and
getting his shell full of water and putting it into

‘ the hole he had made.

“Augustine said, ‘What are you doing, my little
fellow?’

“The boy replied, ‘I am going to pour the sea
into that hole.’

“‘Ah; said Augustine, ‘that is what I have been
attempting. Standing at the ocean of infinity, I have
attempted to grasp it with my finite mind.” ”
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What Christ Risked for the Sabbath

ERIC SYME
Takoma Park, Maryland

[Each weekday morning the General Conference
family gathers in our chapel for a fifteen-minute
worship before taking up the duties of the day.
Recently Eric Syme, who for a number of years en-
gaged in evangelistic labors in England and who is
now pursuing graduate study at American Univer-
sity in Washington, D.C., was asked to lead out in
these periods of morning devotion for one week. His
studies were an excellent example of Christ-cen-
tered teaching and were greatly appreciated by the
General Conference family. We are happy to share
two of them with the readers of THE MINISTRY.
Although these studies were obviously prepared
for an Adventist audience, the approach can easily
be adapted for evangelistic use—3.6.]

ROM the time of its creation the Sab-
F bath was intended by God to have a

functional purpose in man’s life. Both
man and woman were created on the sixth day.
They were to be a help to each other; they
were to provide for each other’s social neces-
sities. The Garden of Eden had already been
formed to provide for the physical needs of
man. It was to provide him with that type of
interesting and creative work best suited for
his highest development. At the same time the
creation of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil would place on man the necessity of re-
straint and self-control. He would be forced
to exert his mental powers, and govern his
body and appetite by his mind. By the end of
the sixth day man was provided for socially,
physically, and mentally, but not spiritually.
On the seventh day the Sabbath was created,
blessed, and set apart for this purpose. It had
to be above man and not subject to any changes
he might want to make in it, for its function
involved the matter of worship, and thus only
God could control there. At the same time
it “was made for man, and not man for the
sabbath.”

By the time of Christ the Jews had lost this
concept. The Sabbath had become a burden,
a national fetish, an idol—anything but what
God had intended it to be. It was a barren
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custom fenced in with the most absurd and
fanatical restrictions. Consequently it was con-
stantly being broken, even in the act of ob-
servance. Far from being an expression and
manifestation of the great law of love, it had
become the main ground for a constant search
for heresy, and a means by which the people
were ground underfoot.

Six OQuitstanding Sabbath Acts

This factor was thoroughly brought out by
the miracle at Bethesda. Jesus healed a man
on the Sabbath day (John 5:9). This fact im-
mediately brought a storm of persecution upon
Jesus. The question might be asked, Why did
Jesus perform this action of mercy on the Sab-
bath, knowing as He must have that it would
provoke this tremendous weight of opposition?
Previously the people had waited until evening
before coming to Him to be healed. But He
sought this man out and deliberately healed
him on the Sabbath, although the man had
been in this place for years. Christ’s reply to
the Jewish attack is truly pregnant with mean-
ing. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work”
(John 5:17). God’s sun shines and His rain
falls on the Sabbath. The healing processes
operate on the Sabbath just as they do on any
other day. If 2 man breaks a bone, it will con-
tinue to set on the Sabbath, just as at any other
time. In performing this miracle Jesus im-
plied that He was entering into the same min-
istry that His Father was constantly carrying
forward. They had no answer to this defense,
and in the way that small natures will, they
immediately shifted the ground of their attack.
Now they persecuted Him, not only because He
had broken the Sabbath (in their opinion),
but because He had made Himself equal with
God (John 5:18).

The consequences of this miracle were im-
mediate and disastrous to His work in that
region, and changed the tenor of His remaining
years. “After these things Jesus walked in Gali-
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lee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because
the Jews sought to kill him” (John 7:1). It
is quite clear that this homicidal attitude of
the Jews arose from this Sabbath issue, for later
in this same chapter Jesus asked the people
why they sought to kill Him (John 7:19). In
the discussion that followed He again tried
to explain His position. It is so important that
we will quote it at length.

“I have done one work, and ve all marvcl. Moscs
therefore gave unto you circumcision . . . and ye
on the sabbath day circumcise a man. If 2 man on
the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law
of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me,
because I have made a man every whit whole on
the sabbath day?” (John 7:21-23).

We have noticed already that because of
this constantly growing opposition in Judea,
Jesus walked in Galilee. However, it would
seem that even here many spies were dogging
His steps constantly, to see what He would
do on the Sabbath day. It was not long before
they found a charge that they could press home
to the disciples. To satisfy their hunger the dis-
ciples had plucked the ears of corn as they
pushed their way through the cornfields. With a
gesture of contempt toward the disciples the
Pharisees said to Him, “Why do they on the
sabbath day that which is not lawful?” (Mark
2:24). Jesus immediately protected His disciples
with both His personal approval and His de-
cisive support. It was at this point that He used
a most interesting argument. First He reiterated
the truth concerning the functional character of
the Sabbath. It was made for man, not man for
it. Then He drove home an allied truth, and a
fresh emphasis from what He had already said.
“Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of
the sabbath” (Mark 2:28). The truth had now
to be taught that all worship to God must be
through the Son of man. Jesus had become
man that He might bring men back to God.
The Sabbath is an instrument of worship, but
even the Sabbath cannot of itself bring a man to
God. The Son of God is the focus of all worship,
and the only way whereby sinful men can ap-
proach a holy God. Therefore all things and
all functions find their place and their meaning
in Him. The Father has made all things sub-
ject to Him as the Son of man. Thus He is
Lord also of the Sabbath day.

The circumstances of the account given to
us in the third chapter of Mark’s Gospel bring
to us a very strong supposition that the man
with the withered hand had been planted in
the synagogue to provide a trap for Him. We
are told specifically that “they watched him,
whether he would heal him on the sabbath
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day; that they might accuse him” (Mark 3:2).
Jesus again met this issue squarely, solidly, and
dramatically. He was more than ready to make
a test issue from the trap that had been set for
Him. First He told the man with the withered
hand to stand forth in the midst. Then He
again forced before them the question that He
first posed to them at the time of the Bethesda
incident. “Is it lawful to do good on the sab-
bath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to
kill?” (Mark 3:4). Once again they had no
answer to His question. But the actions that
they took after He healed the man were as
disastrous to His continued ministry in Galilee
as the Bethesda incident had been to His min-
istry in Judea. They ‘“took counsel with the
Herodians against him, how they might de-
stroy him” (Mark 3:6). Hitherto He had
escaped the gathering malice of the Pharisees
in Judea by moving up into Galilee, where
they had little power. But now they enlisted
the powerful influence of the Herodians in the
northern province against Him.

The final recorded incidents concerning the
Sabbath take place during the last circuitous
journey, after Jesus leaves Capernaum by a
route concerning which we are not entirely
clear, making His way slowly back to Jerusalem,
where the final scenes of the passion would
take place. It is evident that tremendous pub-
licity attended this final journey. Seventy dis-
ciples went forth two and two to announce
His coming and to prepare the way for His
final ministry in areas that had hitherto been
less frequented by Him.

Two incidents occurred during the course of
this journey. The first was when Jesus healed
a woman wlo for eighteen years bad been bent
double by some disease. The ruler of the syna-
gogue then rebuked the perfectly innocent mul-
titude, telling them that there were six days
when they might be healed, without choosing
the seventh day. The point is noted by Dr.
Farrar that since the woman does not appear
to have even asked Jesus to heal ber, this ad-
dress was tantamount to saying either, “You
sick people must not come into the synagogue
on the Sabbath day, for someone might heal
you,” or “If anyone wants to heal you on the
Sabbath day, then you must decline.” It would
seem that the Jewish leader did not dare to
address his remarks directly to the Lord, thus
bringing upon himself the most crushing ex-
pression of Christ’s indignation.

“Hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the
sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and
lead him away to watering? And ought not this
woman, being a daughter of Abrabam, whom Satan
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hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from
this bond on the sabbath day?” (Luke 13:15, 16).

The reaction to this statement by Christ is
particularly illuminating. “And when he had
said these things, all his adversaries were
ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all
the glorious things that were done by him”
(verse 17).

The remaining incident occurred soon after.
Jesus was invited to a feast of the Pharisees.
Among the unbidden guests who stood about
the room was a man afflicced with dropsy. His
prominent position in the room and the keen
watchfulness of the Pharisees indicated that he
was yet another trap. Jesus once more met the
situation boldly by asking them the same ques-
tion, which they had never yet been able to
answer. “Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
day?” (Luke 14:3). He then again reinforced
His point by saying, “Which of you shall have
an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not
straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?”
(Luke 14:5). The statement must have made
it clear to them that they were regarding prop-
erty above humanity, and that their alleged
piety and religious carefulness were in fact both
inconsistent and hypocritical.

Why?

Why then did jesus perform these acts of
healing on the Sabbath day, deliberately and
ostentatiously before many witnesses, when He
must have known the storm of opposition that
would thus be raised against Him? He knew
that it would certainly hinder His ministry,
and even bring Him to His death. Why then
did He not avoid the Bethesda miracle in the
first place? Why did He not refuse to fall into
the trap carefully provided by the presence of
the man with the withered hand in the syna-
gogue? The answer is as obvious as the fact that
it is so often missed. He was determined that
this issue should be thrashed out before the
people, whatever the cost to Him personally.
He had come to magnify the law and make it
honorable. This was the best and most effective
way of doing it, even if it was to become one
of the contributing factors that brought Him
to the cross. But how sheerly fantastic in face
of this to say that it was His intention to
change the Sabbath, or to do away with it
What a struggle and what a tremendous storm
to accomplish nothing at all! If the day and
its observance were due soon to pass anyway,
why not avoid the issue altogether, in order
that more important aspects of His mission
might not be impeded? Even a novice in strat-
egy would have had that much knowledge, but
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our Lord had knowledge not open to ordinary
men.

No, if men wish to avoid the obligation of
observing God’s Sabbath, they would be wise
not to attack it on this point. It would be far
easier to assail the question of the inspiration
of the Bible, or to take some other radical line,
rather than try to prove the unprovable. It is
as clear as anything can be that jesus staked
everything, including His life, in order that He
might teach men how the Sabbath should be
observed. The importance of the Sabbath must
be set against what it cost the Son of God
to rescue the jewel from the heaps of rubbish
that the men of His nation and time had
placed upon it. If Christ dwells in our hearts
by His Spirit, we shall value the Sabbath as
He valued it. It will be a day of joy and of
good works, a day when we shall worship our
God, and love and help our fellow men!

Christ and the Law

ERIC SYME
Takoma Park, Maryland

N THE hour of their victory the people of
L God “sing the song of Moses the servant
of God, and the song of the Lamb” (Rev.
15:3). There is a certain added interest to this
fact in view of the present-day attitude in mod-
ern theological circles toward the writings of
Moses. Jesus, on the other hand, always linked
up His position and status in a very definite
way with the books and writings of Moses the
lawgiver. Thus when the final hour of triumph
dawns and the plagues are about to be poured
out, the triumphant song of the redeemed of
God is associated with the victory once achieved
by earthly Israel under the leadership of Moses,
and also with the victorious mission of the Son
of God.

It is worth noting that most of the Old
Testament revelation was written after Israel
had been called from the abject slavery in
Egypt. They had walked through the divided
waters of the Red Sea, leaving on the vacated
shore the drowned remmnants of Pharaoh’s ar-
mies. Because of their cowardice, their repin-
ings, and their failure to conquer lusts that
had become obsessions, they had wandered for
forty weary years through the wastes of the
great Arabian Desert. During that time they
had received the ten laws of God from the
smoking summit of Sinai while the trumpet
waxed louder and louder. Finally, only their
children entered the Land of Promise. There
were five major steps in the story. These might
be summarized as follows:
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. The deliverance from bondage

The passing through the waters

The sojourn in the wilderness

The receiving of the law of God

. The entry into the promised land of
Canaan

QU g0 10

Some Parallels

These same five steps of victory are worked
out in the relationship between Jesus and His
people. At the time of His birth the angel de-
clared, “Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for
he shall save his people from their sins” (Matt.
1:21). He came to deliver His people from a
far worse bondage than that of Egypt. At the
beginning of His ministry He came to John
to be baptized. John the Baptist’s message was
twofold in its nature. First, it was based upon
the wellknown Old Testament prophecy:
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your
God. Speak ye to the heart of Jerusalem, and
cry unto her, that her appointed time is
accomplished” (Isa. 40:1, 2, margin). His teach-
ing was thus based upon the fact that pro-
phetic time was fulfilled, and that in the full-
ness of that time the predicted Messiah was
about to appear. Second, and growing out of
this thought, was the dual emphasis that a
highway must be prepared for His coming.
Social inequalities were to be leveled out.
Crooked practices must cease. The soldiers
must no longer oppress the people. The pub-
lican must end his extortionate practices. The
viperous brood of Pharisees and Sadducees
must bring forth the evidences of repentance.
Even the people must share their scant clothing
and food with those who were in greater need
than they.

What need, however, could Jesus have of
John’s baptism? His pure soul had never known
the soiling touch of sin. No wonder that the
desert prophet hesitated. “I have need to be
baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” It
is because of this setting that Christ’s answer
has the very highest importance. “Suffer it to
be so now: for thus it becometh wus to fulfil
all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15).

The fulfillment of which Jesus spoke had
two points of major importance. First, it looked
back to the past. Just as the multitude follow-
ing Moses had passed through the waters of the
Red Sea, out of the bondage of Egypt, so Jesus
must go before His people through the waters,
which would become the symbol of a death to
the old life of servitude to sins and lusts, and
the medium of entry into the new life of pil-
grimage with God. But this action of Jesus also
looked forward to the future. The Spirit of
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God abode upon Him in the form of a dove. In
His identification of Himself with humanity
He necessarily yielded Himself completely to
«he control of the Holy Spirit. Thus God the
Father could dwell in Christ through the Spirit.
As the apostle Paul said later, “God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself” (2
Cor. 5:19). In the three and a half years that
followed, Christ was implicitly guided and con-
trolled by His Father working through the
Spirit.

There is a happy diversity in the phrase-
ology used by Mark and the other two evan-
gelists with relation to the event that followed.
Matthew and Luke write that the Spirit led
Him into the wilderness. Mark states it more
forcefully-—"the Spirit driveth him into the
wilderness.” Both of these aspects taken to-
gether give the full picture. Jesus was not be-
ing driven as an animal is driven, yet there is
more here than the thought of an impulse of
God suggesting to Him that He go into the
wilderness. Like a graceful ship in full sail
that waits for the right winds to take it across
the boundless wastes of water to its ultimate
destination, so Jesus, fully surrendered, is driven
forward by the winds of the Spirit into this
wilderhess experience and on into the fruitful
ministry that followed those brief, eventful years.

His experience in the wilderness, however,
was very unlike that of Israel of old. They
yielded to the lusts of their flesh, and thus
failed when they came to the crisis trial of
their faith. But Jesus was gloriously trium-
phant. Worn, emaciated, hungry, and weary to
death, He withstood every temptation that Luci-
fer could bring against Him. He could say in
truth, “The prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in me.” Far from repining at the
providences of God that had led Him to this
pass, He could find it in His heart to utter
those words of faith in repudiation of the devil’s
urgings, “Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” He had seen no manna fall
from heaven, but His faith could meet the test
and bring Him through successfully. Thus there
was a difference in the time of sojourning in
the wilderness. Jesus was in that wilderness
forty days, but they were there forty years, and
only their children survived to see the Prom-
ised Land. In Numbers 14:34 we find the rea-
son: “After the number of the days in which
ye searched the land, even forty days, each day
for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even
forty years.”

It was the same when He came to deal with
the holy law of God. He did not come to
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abolish it, but to fulfill it to the uttermost.
He was the living embodiment of it, the gra-
cious and winsome expression of its highest
teachings and of its most lovely fulfillment.
The principles to which He gave utterance on
the peaceful mountain above the shining lake
were the principles by which He lived. The
difference between the fiery summit of Sinai
and the peaceful serenity of the mount of be-
atitudes was symbolic of the difference that
Jesus brought. Since the time of Moses the
people had been content to leave the law upon
the tables of stone. Now they saw it magnified,
lighted up, in the life that Jesus lived. Jesus
left no doubt that it was a law that would
condemn their sins. He applied it even to their
thoughts. But they saw it now in the light of
His teaching and His life as something that
would not only condemn their sins, but en-
rich and beautify their characters. It was not
only what that law meant to Him, but what
it would mean to His followers as He lived
out its precepts in their lives by the indwelling
power of the Holy Spirit.

How far did the people of that day see the
significant parallel of His actions with the be-
ginnings of their nation? It is certain that not
many had eyes to see. Yet there must have
been some with an anointed vision. But the
people who stand upon the sea of glass in the
ultimate hour of victory will sing the song of
Moses and of the Lamb, because they will have
passed through His fivefold experience of vic-
tory:

(1) They will be delivered from the bondage
of sin through His name. (2) They will have
passed through the waters of baptism, and, in
so doing, died to sin. (3) Through the grace of
Christ they will have passed through the wilder-
ness, gaining the victory over every temptation
of the flesh. (4) Jesus will live in their hearts
and will work out the principles of His law
through them. (5) And finally, their characters
perfected, they will cross into the heavenly
Canaan, there to walk eternally with Moses,
and with the Lamb.
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Study Outline

How to Overcome Evil Habits

ROYAL SAGE
Takoma Park, Maryland

It is easier to convince people that certain things
are wrong than it is to get them to break from these
and free themselves from soul-destroying habits.
Here are a few techniques that have proved helpful.

I GENERAL PRINCIPLES ON OQVERCOMING.

A. Emphasize evil habits as cheap tricks of the
devil.

1. Pleasures of sin are only for a season

(Heb. 11:25) with bitter aftereffects. (We
easily hate that which we find has de-
ceived us.)

2. God will give us permanent pleasures if

we let Him (Ps. 16:11).
B. Learn to look at 2 wrong habit as sin—or
that it actually leads to sin.

Sin is anything opposed to God’s plan.

1. “To him that knoweth to do good . . .

(James 4:17).
2. “If thy right hand offend thee . . .
(Matt. 5:30).
We must be in earnest and willing to sac-
rifice to overcome evil reflexes. Only thus
can we have victory.
C. See that wrong habits amount to slavery to

Satan.

1. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants . . . his servants ye
are . . . ?” (Rom. 6:16).

. The Lord wants to set us free. “Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make
vou free” (John 8:32).

“No good thing will he withhold from
them that walk uprightly” (Ps. 84:11).
D. Learn the scientific physiological and psycho-

logical dangers of the wrong habit.

1. Bad habits are a slow sunicide in which

one is deprived constantly of real vitality.

. Why be a carbon copy of the unthinking
crowd?

It is intelligent to change, and inany will

be envious of one’s courage in doing so.

E. Remember that at everv moment Chyist is

ready to give all power to overcome—

“Prayer changes things.”

1. “All power is given unto me. . . .
therefore . . . 7 (Matt. 28:18, 19).

2. “Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in
my name, he will give it you” (John
16:23).

F. Deliberately will to change your outlook.

“Look unto me, and be ye saved” (Isa. 45:22).

1. “Set your affection” (Col. 3:2).

2. “Love not the world. . . . The world pass-
eth away, and the lust thereof” (1 John
2:15-17).

G. Do not torture vourself trying to taper off.

2
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H. Stay

Make a firm decision now.

“Now is the accepted time.” “Wait” is the

devil’'s slogan.

away from places and associations
where you know temptation will meet you.
1. “Blessed is the man that walketh not . ..”

(Ps. 1:1).
9. Find and visit with friends who have
overcome.

1. Think constructively. There is real power
in right thinking. Do not merely ask for
strength, but rather thank God He has an-
swered your prayerss.

1. If one realizes he is weak, emphasize that
God’s grace “is made perfect in weakness”
(2 Cor. 12:9). .

9. Praise God for the continuous victory
that is yours in Christ.
“I can do all things through Christ who
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

3. Put something in the place of the old

habit.

4. Seven devils replace one (Matt. 12:43-
45).

5. Set aside some time every week for service
for God.

J. Testify to others that your heart belongs to
the Lord and that you have victory in Him.

K. The experience of overcoming is a momen-
tary, hourly, daily experience. Do not let
the whole future of the struggle loom up
like a mountain. “Sufficient unto the day is
the evil thereof” (Matt. 6:34).

ALCOHOL.

A. Show the maiy téxts against wine and strong
drink..
1. Better is “he that ruleth his spirit than

he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32).

9. No drunkards “shall inherit the kingdom
of God” (1 Cor. 6:10).

3. Additional texts.

B. Reveal that it is Satan, not God, who dead-
ens our senses and benumbs our judgment.
The senses are God’s avenues to the soul.
Even on the cross Christ would accept noth-
ing to benumb His senses.

C. Throw away all drink.

1. Place the Bible or Steps to Christ in the
very place the liquor was kept, and when
tempted, read the promises, claim victory
by faith.

2. Stay away from all bars and drinkers.

3. Drink plenty of fruit juices.

D. Certain scientific remedies are available to-
day. Encourage their use.

E. Get busy with an active outdoor program,
at least after working hours.

F. Attend all meetings of the church.

Tosacco.

A. God forbade use of poisonous herbs by
Israel (Deut. 29:18, margin).

B. Expect a struggle, but be willing to resist
even unto death (Heb. 12:4; Rev. 2:10).

1955

Iv.

However, the breaking of this habit, instead

of destroying life, gives one a fuller life.

1. Stop and pray when sorely tempted.

2. Recognize it not only as an impolite and
un-Christlike habit, but also as bad stew-
ardship, robbing God of means whereby
souls could be won.

. Consider also the defilement of God’s
temple through disease and stupefaction
of the brain.

4. Think of the joy of victory—steady nerves,
healthy body, normal taste, oral cleanli-
ness, smokeless, pure air in the home.

C. Declare yourself on this matter, letting
others know of your stand as a Christian,
Consider your example in this.

D. Use fruit, gum, hard candy when tempted.

WRONG AMUSEMENTS—DANCE, THEATER, QUEs-

TIONABLE Music.

A. Christians are to follow in the steps of Jesus.
1. Question: Do you really want to follow

your Lord? Then are you willing to apply
test of Philippians 4:87 ‘“Whatsoever
things, . . .”

2. Read quotations from non-Adventist
sources concerning immoral nature of
these amusements.

B. Parable of talents is applicable.

1. Time and nervous energy are talents not
to be wasted.

2. “She that liveth in pleasure is dead while
she liveth” (1 Tim. 5:6).

C. Satan really has only a few basic bankrupt
ideas.

1. No true satisfaction; consider how bored
the heart really is with these things.

2. Better and more lasting pleasure and as-
sociates in church fellowship.

D. Incorporate the individual into church fel-
lowship—worship, responsibility, sociability.

(85

. CONCLUSION.

A. Reach a definite decision.
1. Refuse Satan’s cheap substitutes for God’s
way.
2. Flee the tempter; keep off Satan’s ground.
B. Follow constructive thinking, positive action.
1. Handle problems of evil habits intelli-
gently; know why habit is wrong.
2. Recognize slavery of forbidden pleasure,
its ultimate result.
3. Break off, not taper off (Dan. 4:27).
C. Keep occupied with God’s work.
1. Joyfully witness for the true, pure, and
holy life.
2. Be watchful to maintain good works with
constancy of purpose. |
3. Help somebody else. Rescue others who
are enslaved.

“In meeting today’s perplexities, make
yourself a part of the answer, instead of
just a part of the problem.”—MOREY.
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Thine Be the Glory

The keynote of a worldwide advance in metropolitan and pastoral evangelism
that was struck at the 1950 General Conf found re-emphasis in the inspira-
tional meetings of the Ministerial Council at San Francisco in 1954, With the
consciousness that the time has come for us to go forward in evangelistic activities
with greater zeal, while also strengthening onr pastoral labors, came the convic.
tion that the work of the gospel can be finished only as workers are fully con-
secrated to the world task under the banmer of Prince Emmanuel. Hence the
choice of the theme for this great Presession Coundl, “Thine Be the Glory.”

The stirring messages and panel discussions of these Ministerial Association
meetings have been compiled and brought together in this volume. No worker
can read these earnest sermons and review the principles of success in pastoral and
evangelistic labors set forth in these lively discussi without hing some-
thing of the fervor that marked these enthusiastic meetings in San Francisco.

Report of the General Conference Presessi PriCe, $4‘75

Council of the Ministerial Association, 1954.

The Recovery of Family Life

BY ELTON AND PAULINE TRUEBLOOD

At a time when family life is rapidly disintegrating under the withering in-
fluence of subtle and destructive forces, the undershepherd will diligently pre-
pare himself to safegnard the homes of his people, In The Recovery of Family Life
the worker will find a fresh and inspiring statement of the sources of family
strength. And not only the minister but every family will be enriched by its study.
Here is your opportunity to secure a copy.

It is earnestly desired that every member of the Ministerial Book Club will
read, in conjunction with The Recovery of Family Life, The Adventist Home
and/or Child Guid, compani )i by Eilen G. White,

Price, $1.50

| A Faith”to Proclaimwm

BY JAMES 8. STEWART

This sequel to Dr. Stewart’s vitally provocative book Heralds of God is
written with the same power and clearness that have made all the products of
his pen so stimulating. Its burden is to set forth the essential message of basic
evangelism rather than the methods of presenting it.

Every preacher who reads these penetrating sermons will receive a quickened
sense of challenge to forsake what Dr. Stewart calls “innocuous platitudes of a
pallid, ic Christianity,” the “polished novelties of revised versions of the
Christian faith,” and meet as did the early church the paganisms, half-beliefs,
and conflicting philosophies of our times with a message of apostolic faith and

| Price, $2.50
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t the four volumes of the 1955 MINISTERIAL BOOK CLUB can bring into your personal life and into
e of God.

QUARTER SELECTION—THINE BE THE GLORY

OND QUARTER SELECTION—THE RECOVERY OF FAMILY LIFE
HIRD QUARTER SELECTION—A FAITH TO PROCLAIM
FOURTH QUARTER SELECTION—A PROPHET AMONG YOU

BY T. HOUSEL JEMISON

Written from a rich background of Bible teaching and careful study in the
office of the Ellen G. White Publications, this volume brings together the finest
material on the Bible prophets and the Spirit of prophecy in the remnant church.

Clear, factual, with strong Biblical lpmot‘, the points are set forth by the
author. Some of the finest, carefully analyzed material is present in the chapters
on the tests of a prophet, the mission of a prophet, and the need of the gift of

prophecy in the church today.
Price, $4.50

(See page 34 for more details.)

Let These Qutstanding Volumes

ENRICH YOUR LIFE AND SERVICE

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

AN NN SN E NN A RN ENERERNNEEN ORDER BLANK AN EENEEEENEENERASASEARNE

Book and Bible House Name ...
Please send me the following:

THINE BE THE GLORY ($4.75) $ .. Address
THE RECOVERY OF FAMILY .
LIFE ($1.50) — . $ Gty oo Zone .. State ..
Do not reorder if you are already a partici-
A Pl%%’ll}lﬁé'§4égf)ONG $ pating member of the Ministerial Book Club.
Sales Tax Where Necessary $ ... Apthc?l;:fgrencelmgi institutional workcr;_sho(xﬂd check
TOTAL § it d Sff,b‘"’; ploying organization regarding the derails

. A FAITH TO PROCLAIM ($2.50) $ .

Ministerial Association, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, Washington 12, D.C.
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Enlarging Our Baptismal Prospects

THEODORE CARCICH

President, Washington Conference

ACH pastor should have a list of bap-
tismal prospects from which he periodi-

cally baptizes people into church mem-
bership. The methods given here are some that
have been successfully used to maintain such
a list. As we begin the year 1956 let us restudy
these eleven suggestions:

1. Bible Correspondence Course Coverage.
The Voice of Prophecy, Faith for Today, or the
local conference will furnish without charge
sufficient enrollment cards for each church to
cover its territory. The pastor’s job is to or-
ganize his churches to do the work. There is
no cheaper or more efficient way to have some-
one else prepare your converts. A wise pastor
works this plan intensively.

2. Colporteur Leads. A consecrated colpor-
teur discovers interested people every day he
is in the field. An-alert pastor never neglects
such leads. It should be recognized that the
interested party may have spent from ten to
one hundred dollars to investigate the colpor-
teur’s proposition. Any person willing to spend
that much money to purchase truth-filled books
must be sincere and honest. He deserves to
be followed up. The interest often develops
into Bible studies or cottage meetings.

3. Branch Sabbath Schools. The Sabbath
school is the sleeping giant in our midst. It
awakens only when the pastor sees in each
teacher and class an evangelistic unit capable
of winning souls or conducting branch Sabbath
schools. As a shrewd steward of manpower
for God, the pastor will recognize in the Sab-
bath school a tremendous potential as a soul-
winning agency.

4. Youth Working for Youth. A successful
pastor will persevere until he has harnessed
the boundless energy and enthusiasm of youth
for spiritual leadership by encouraging the
young people to give Bible studies, conduct
cottage meetings, distribute literature, et cetera.
It means much time spent in planning with
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the MV executive committee, but the time
spent brings rich results. Trained and conse-
crated youth make excellent soul winners.

5. Lay Assistants. Realizing that he cannot
encompass the task alone, a progressive pastor
will inaugurate a training class to develop as-
sistants. He will strive to reach the ideal given
us by the servant of the Lord: “Among the
members of our churches there should be more
house-to-house labor in giving Bible readings
and distributing literature.”—T estimonies, vol.
9, p. 127. Trained laymen can furnish many
candidates for the pastor’s baptismal class.

6. Medical Interests. Our consecrated phy-
sicians, dentists, nurses, and medical workers
are daily meeting people who need spiritual
help. Many of them long to study God’s Word.
They constitute a fruitful interest that should
be followed up with much tact and prayer.

7. Church School Interests. In the church
school teacher the pastor has an invaluable
helper. Each school day of the year that teacher
is guiding young minds toward God and the
keeping of His commandments. The discern-
ing pastor will systematically visit the classroom
to encourage both teacher and students. He
will note the spiritual development of all the
students, and encourage those who have
reached the age of accountability to follow
their Lord in baptism.

8. Purposeful Pastoral Visitation. In every
visit made among his members the thoughtful
pastor will seek and collect the names of family
members and relatives who are not members
of the church. Since all members of the home
usually stand ready to assist the pastor in bring-
ing about a lasting decision for God, the fol-
low-up of such names yields a ready harvest.

9. Social  Occasions. Unobtrusively and
quietly the observing pastor sees in every wed-
ding, funeral, church picnic, and even in the
sickroom, an opportunity to enlarge his circle
of friends” and acquaintances. Although he
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never takes advantage of such occasions to un-
duly press home religious convictions, he
should cultivate friendship, and at suitable
times permit the solemn theme of the soul’s
salvation to be considered. People contacted at
such occasions often respond to a pastor’s in-
vitation to attend evangelistic services.

10. Business Interests. Each year a pastor col-
lects hundreds of dollars from the businessmen
of the community. These men do not have to
donate to our work, but they do. It must be
that God moves upon their hearts to do so.
Why not call upon these men ai some {ime
other than when we are asking for funds? It
would not only surprise but please them. Take
them a book or a magazine. On their birthday
anniversary send them a Christian card. If a
birth or death occurs, send them an appropriate
remembrance. Such friendliness on your part
may mean an investigation of the truth you
represent.

11. “These Times” and “Signs” Follow-up.
Thousands of these excellent magazines are cir-
culated in the conference each year. The names
and addresses of the subscribers can be ob-
tained upon request. The readers constitute a
fruitful source of interest to every district
pastor. )

Lest collecting names become a hobby in
itself, it should be emphasized again and again
that it is not enough to just collect names of
interested persons. The names must be fol-
lowed up. The people must be visited, prayed
and studied with. If we fail here, of what value
is all other activity? We must make and find
time for this phase of our work.

“Teaching the Scriptures, praying in families,—
this is the work of an evangelist, and this work is
to be mingled with your preaching. If it is omitted,
preaching will be, to a great extent, a failure.”—
Testimonies to Ministers, p. 313.

Thus it would seem that in a moderatesized
district, even if the pastor did not engage in
public evangelism as such, he should be able
to realize at least twenty-five baptisms yearly
from the sources here mentioned. And in larger
districts the results would be proportionately
larger.

However, such results do not come about
by accident. The successful pastor is one who
is wholly devoted to his task. Everything of
worldly interest is considered secondary if it
is considered at all. He plans his district work
wisely, organizes carefully, works longer, quits
later, infects others with his devotion and zeal,
refuses to give up when obstacles are encoun-
tered, and stays with the task until the goal is
reached.
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How Is Your Title?

Legal strings can tie your hands when your

church begins to build, relocate, or even

take out a mortgage. Here’s how to forestall
such unwelcome complications.

WILLIAM KINCAID NEWMAN

Attorney-at-Law; Reprinted by permission, **Church
anagement”’

[This contribution from Church BManagement
has real point. Although church and school proper-
ties are usually held by the conference, and con-
sequently some of the situations mentioned would
not prevail, yet the principles laid down here are
worth noting. Mr. Newman is Secretary of the
Church Building Department of the Board of Home
Missions of the Congregational and Christian
churches.]

LL TOO often ministers and trustees take

it for granted that they have a clear legal

title to the land on which their church and

parsonage have been erected. Questions seldom

arise on this kind of ownership, but when they

do they usually come at an awkward moment,

and they can cost the church a great deal of
money before all the legal knots are untied.

Onc unhappy situation into which a congre-
gation can stumble is to find—halfway through
the building of a new church—that additional
tunds must be borrowed to complete the con-
struction. A bank agrees to make a loan, using
the church’s land as collateral, and a search of
the title is made. What is discovered is that
there are half a dozen “defects” in the title, all
of which will have to be remedied before clear
ownership can be established. As a result, while
the mortgage is held up, the half-built church is
literally left hanging in the air.

There are any number of legal “defects”
which can cloud an otherwise clear title of
ownership. A congregation, for example, may
have never had its property surveyed. When it
finally does it finds that a corner of its church is
resting on a neighbor’s property—or that half
the ncighbor’s house is on church property.
Another defect may be an old and forgotten
mortgage. A loan—secured by a grant mortgage,
a trust deed or an ecclesiastical mortgage, may
have been made to a church by its denomina-
tion. Since the loan was made sixty years ago,
no one in the present congregation finds out
about it until the congregation tries to sell its
land or get another mortgage on it. Most denom-
inational loans provide that if a church sells its
land and ceases to be an active unit in the de-

Page 27




Review Geft Speccal

Please accept this gift book from the Review and
Herald as our token of appreciation for your
prompiness in subscribing to the REVIEW now in
the combination of your choice. This book, The
Indispensable Man, has fourteen vital chapters by
H. M. S. Richards, the “voice” of the Voice of
Prophecy. This de luxe gift book, regular price
$1.50, is yours FREE if you order now.

SOME GOOD THINGS COMING IN YOUR "REVIEW AND HERALD" IN 1956

The coming year will see a continuation and
enrichment of the good things found in the
REVIEW in 1955. The REVIEW is the weekly
newspaper of the church; everything of general
importance in the cause in 1956 will be reported
here. Special departments, such as those dealing
with the home, with youth and children, with

health, and with Bible questions, to name only
a few, will continue to bring instruction and
inspiration. Sabbath school lesson helps which
have proved so great an aid to diligent Bible
students, will appear week by week. These alone
are worth the price of the journal. The RE-
VIEW gives so much for so little!

Use this coupon
for ease in order-
ing.

These prices and
this gift-book offer
effective only un-
til December 31,
1955.

MAIL TODAY!

Washington 12, D.C.

ORDER FROM
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Church Missionary Secretary, or
Book and Bible House: Please enter my subscription for one year as checked
below and send my de luxe premium book, The Indispensable Man, for
ordering now.

Amount enclosed $............

SPECIAL NOW

Countries
[7 New Subscription [ Renewal Total US. & Requiring
Value Canada*  Extra Postage®
[0 REVIEW . $625 $ 4.90 $ 5.40
(] REVIEW and INSTRUCTOR ... 11.00 9.15 10.15
] BIG 4 . 11.25 775 8.65
(Revlew, foe & Health, leerty, Go)
(] FAMILY GROUP . . 18.50 13.10 14.85
Review, Instructor, leerty
ife & I'iealth Sabbath School Worker)
O BIG 4 with JUNIOR GUIDE .. 15.00 10.70 11.95
FAMILY GROUP with
JUNIOR GUIDE . . 22.25 16.05 18.15
Name ..... Also TO o
Address Address

This offer expires December 31, 1955.
* This includes 15 cents handling and postage charge on your gift book.

YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE

.__._.__._._._.._._.__,._._.__________.__..__._.J
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nomination, it must repay the loan immediately.
Denominational boards are invariably co-
operative in straightening out loan problems,
but since such problems are often complicated,
a board must be given considerable time in
which to weigh all the angles. As a result,
before a title company can satisfy itself that a
church has clear title to land which it wishes to
sell or mortgage, a church may have to wait a
long while for money that it could use im-
mediately.

Other obstructions to a clear title are old tax
liens, paving liens or sewer assessments which
sometimes date back to the time before the land
was purchased by the church. Although such
obligations should be cleared up the moment
a church takes title to 2 new piece of property,
they are often ignored until they are long past
due and have accumulated a sizable penalty
interest.

Although land normally becomes tax-free
once a church is built on it, the church’s officers
often forget to have the necessary notation
entered on the tax collector’s records. And while
tax officials are usually lenient with a church,
they’re not always able to effect a compromise
settlement after a great many years have passed
—with the result that the church may then

have to undertake an expensive court procedure '

to clear its title.

Occasionally a church pays off a mortgage,
receives a formal discharge from the mortgagee.
and then forgets to record the discharge at the
local courthouse. The church then proceeds to
destroy the discharge and mortgage at a mort-
gage-burning celebration, instead of using blank
pieces of paper. Fifty years later the congrega-
tion discovers that because the mortgage was
never properly “satisfied,” it is now necessary
to locate the mortgagee’s heirs and obtain from
them a “quit-claim deed” or similar instrument
of “satisfaction.” Heirs not only have a way of
scattering to the four corners of the world, but
they sometimes turn out to be minors—for
whom a guardian must be appointed by the
court before any legal documents can be signed
on their behalf.

One particularly frustrating legal situation is
to have land donated to a congregation by
means of a deed which the donor has filled with
what he feels are desirable restrictions. One
common restriction is that the property is to be
used only for religious purposes. While this
seems reasonable enough to a congregation
about to erect a church, what is seldom fore-
seen is that fifty years hence it may become
necessary—because of unusual changes in the
community—for the congregation to sell the

DECEMBER, 1955

property and relocate the church. Since the
property can be sold only to another church,
however, and since the other churches in town
may also be planning to relocate, the first congre-
gation may then discover that, because its land
is virtually worthless, it now cannot raise the
money needed to relocate the church in another
area. '

A donor may also stipulate in his deed that
the property is never to be mortgaged. While
no church is anxious to get into debt, it may
find that, to minister adequately to its growing
community, it will have to undertake a con-
siderable expansion of its worship and educa-
tional facilities. Even after its members have
made the most generous contributions, the
church may still find that it has to take out a
mortgage. But this it cannot do because of the
donor’s restriction. In short, in seeking to pro-
mote the ministry of a church, a donor, through
a shortsighted restriction, may actually succeed
in doing precisely the reverse.

The moral, therefore, is that property
rendered unto God should be made God’s com-
pletely—without any legal strings which can
either tie a church’s hands or keep a sword of
insolvency dangling over its head.

CHURCH BULLETINS

Scriptural — Artistically Designed
Large Assortment — Self Selection
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples

ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS
Louisville 12, Kentucky

PREACH
MORE EFFECTIVELY

by having at your finger tips—

GOOD ILLUSTRATIONS
APT QUOTATIONS
QUOTABLE POETRY

Here it is: ® A system of resource filing ® A growing
core-file of selected resources—attractive—convenient
—usable—in packets of 100—16 packets in all.

Also New Bible Sermon Starter Service
ORDER NOW!

Sample packet $1; $4.75 for 5 packets; $15.25 for all 16.
More details and free sample entries on request.

The Minister's File Service
3435 W. Van Buren St. Chicago 24, 1.
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“Sons of Strangers”

ceived in THE MinisTRY offices on the

series of articles, “Sons of Strangers
Shall Build Up Thy Walls,” which began in
May of this year and ran through five install-
ments ending in September. In addition to
numerous letters received some have personally
expressed their agreement with the sound views
set forth.

This helpful series grew out of the long and
practical experience of J. Lee Neil, a seasoned
pastor, departmental worker, and medical mis-
sionary evangelist, who is at present serving
a pastorate in the Potomac Conference.

Q.N EXCELLENT response has been re-

From a Union Home Missionary Secretary

We quote from some of the letters we have
received. First from Kenneth H. Wood, Jr.,
home missionary and Sabbath school secretary
for the Columbia Union Conference:

“The five articles .in THE MiNisTRY entitled
‘Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy Walls’
have been of particular interest to me. I have
appreciated their message, and I am sure that
if our ministry as a whole would really adopt the
underlying principles contained in this series, we
would witness a great forward move in God's
cause.

“When we recognize that if we had greater
consecration and faith, the Lord would put into
our hands wealth that is being held in trust by
rich men of the world, we can see that projects
not yet undertaken because of apparent lack of
means might immediately be initiated, and not
only would God’s work receive a blessing but
also the men of the world who are contacted for

Series Appreciated

assistance. Surely this is one means that should
be developed in order to reach the wealthy with
our message.

“I have also been impressed that we are using
too many money-raising methods, which surely
do not exalt the great message we profess but
may actually in some cases misrepresent the
gospel, making it exceedingly difficult for non-
Adventists to distinguish between some of the
methods of our church and those of the popular
churches of today.

“It is my personal desire that we might return
to the Bible-inspired plan of supporting and
advancing God’s work, which is through direct
sacrificial giving both from our own people and
from the world. God’s blessing will surely rest
upon us if we do this.

“Tue MINISTRY is always helpful, but it has
made a very valuable contribution to our think-
ing through this series.”

From a District Superintendent

N. C. Wilson, district superintendent in the
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference, writes:

“Tue MINISTRY is getting better and more
belpful right along. I have been a reader from
the very first and I know of its great value to our
workers, not only here at home but out to the
very ends of the earth. The journal has indeed
become a vital factor in the Advent Movement..

“The plans and ideas set forth in recent
months in the series by J. Lee Neil are sound
and workable. They are in harmony with the
principles laid down in the Bible and the writ-
ings of Ellen G. White. Our workers in the
entire world field are sure to be blessed by

fort

This forum is dedicated to candid discussion between workers. Though the ideas set !
in this section do nol necessarily reflect the opinion of THE MINISTRY, yet we are
glad to make our columns available for the exchange of progressive thinking. Contribu- ||
tions are thevefore invited from the field, but these should not be more than about five ‘
hundred wovds in length. Exposition of point of view which may differ from those of
contributors to the Forum are always welcome.—EDITORS.] i
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reading these carefully prepared articles, and
they will catch inspiration and vision from them
to go and do likewise.”

Ralph E. Crawford, public relations secretary
for the Georgia-Cumberland Conference, makes
this observation:

“My first reaction to the early articles in the
series ‘Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy
Walls’ was that perhaps this was something only
Elder Neil could do, and that it could not be
done everywhere. But as the series progressed
and I noticed that the plan worked in Califor-
nia, in Louisiana, in New Jersey, and elsewhere
under varying conditions, I reread the entire
series and did some serious thinking. I am now
convinced that the plan is sound and that many
might attempt something of this nature for God.
As others put the plan to the test, even better
techniques and procedures might be perfected
and wonderful experiences gained. Thus we
would be enabled to quickly erect fitting monu-
ments in many places to carry forward the work
of God. As a result of following this plan there
would also come into our churches a deeper
consecration, a greater faith, and we would have
the best of public relations.

“May God help us all to profit by the beauti-
ful examples and the inspiration brought to us
in this timely series.”

The Plan Works in India Too

And N. G. Mookerjee, a pastor, writes from
Poona, India:

“The June MiNisTRY has just reached me. I
find great interest in the series of articles, ‘Sons
of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy Walls.” This
is exactly what happened with our work in
Bangalore, where I have been pastor for some
time. Practicing the program of Christ is what
brings true success. This we (Mrs. Mookerjee
and I) have learned from experience.

“THE MiINISTRY has been coming to me reg-
ularly over many years. I cannot resist opening
its pages immediately when it comes, and I
look over the articles. Then as I travel, or as I
find time at home, I make it my special business
to read all the articles.”

From Carl Sundin, medical extension sec-
retary of the General Conference Medical De-
partment, and a former conference president,
comes this word:

“It is with pleasure and anticipation that I
look forward to each issue of THE MinisTrY. 1
have enjoyed the series of counsels from the
Spirit of prophecy on the ‘Influence of Diet’ [in
five parts, January through May, 1955], and 1
especially appreciated Part V in the May issue
—Health Messages to Workers and Leaders.

DECEMBER, 1955

Whoever compiled this series did a good job.

“Mrs. Olson’s article on ‘Making Health Re-
form Attractive’ is very well written, and should
be an inspiration to all who read it.

“J. Lee Neil’s articles, ‘Sons of Strangers Shall
Build Up Thy Walls, contain a great deal of
food for thought. I enjoyed them very much. . ..
I would not want to miss a single copy of the
magazine.”

Please see “Possible Reprints on ‘Sons of
Strangers’ Series” on page 17.

How Every Layman Can Be a
Medical Missionary

DEAR EpIToRS:

I have enjoyed the good articles in recent
issues of THE MmNisTRY. In fact I often feel
prompted to write to congratulate you on the
timely counsel the journalt gives, but I procras-
tinate. I have greatly appreciated the series by
J. Lee Neil, “Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up
Thy Walls.” However, there were three items
in the August number on medical missionary
work that are more in my field, and because I
feel they are very much needed at this time,
they have prompted me to write. I am referring
to “What Is ‘Medical Missionary Work’>’ on
page 48; “Importance of Isaiah 58,” on page 17;
and “Neighborhood Evangelism,” on page 10.

We are all aware of statements that tell us
that “we have come to a time when every
member of the church should take hold of
medical missionary work.”—Testimonies, vol.
7, p- 62. And 1 agree heartily with you that
“medical missionary work” does not refer alone
to our organized medical work. Our doctors,
nurses, dietitians, and technicians are working
at a job for which fees are charged and from
which a living is made. With proper attitudes
this too can be medical missionary work. But it
is not necessarily so; it is only a part of what
Sister White described. Our complete medical
missionary work goes beyond our institutional
work, beyond our Dorcas work, beyond our
health food and restaurant work, and takes in
“every church member.” It includes all the
phases I have mentioned, and gives specific in-
struction for each; but I am sure that much of
the instruction applies to what you call *dis-
interested kindness.”

In Call to Medical Evangelism, page 23, is
described “the kind of medical missionary work
to be done.” Here we are admonished to:
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“Relieve some of God’s afflicted ones.”

“Bring back the sunlight.”

“Speak to them.”

“Pray for them.”

“Read to them.”

“Teach the inmates of the poor homes how to
cook.”

“God calls not only for your benevolence,
but your cheerful countenance, your hopeful
words, the grasp of your hand.”

This is the type of work “every church mem-
ber should feel it his special duty to” do “for
those living in his neighborhood.”—Ibid., p. 24.

Some Suggestions

Medical missionary work is made up of
simple things and is “a means of overcoming
prejudice and gaining access to minds.”—Ibid.,
p- 8. It is to “prepare the way for the reception
of the truth.”--Ibid., p. 9.

Your feature on page 17 on the “Importance
of Isaiah 58" stresses the need of this work, and
your item on page 48 ponders the question of
what medical evangelism really is. It seems to
me that now all our church members lack is an
organized plan for promotion, and instructions
on what these simple treatments could consist
of. I am sure that once any church member has
received a list of possible treatments or pro-
cedures he could use, he will find many oppor-
tunities in his own neighborhood—if he will
“let Christ’s plan be followed. He was cver
watching for opportunities to engage in personal
labor.”—Ibid., p. 21. (Emphasis supplied.)

Here are a few of these simple treatments,
with a bit of discussion:

1. One of the most common complaints that
we hear from our neighbors is that someone has
a sore throat. Here is an ideal opening for an
alert medical missionary. Offer to apply a heat-
ing compress to the throat; and if the person
is agreeable, do it that evening. Don’t pretend
to be a physician, don’t put on a white coat,
and don’t even look down the throat—you don’t
profess to kuow anything about those things.
And whatever you do, don't give any pills or
lozenges you might have on hand. Leave that for
the doctor to do, and encourage the patient to
go to the doctor. Offer the heating compress as
an extra relief. Don’t merely tell how to do it,
but go on over and apply it. Show “disinterested
kindness,” and thus you will be able to win
hearts to Jesus.

You will be amazed at how grateful and
friendly almost any of your neighbors will be
after a simple treatment given to themselves or
to their child. It is a particularly ideal situation
if it is a child, because the treatment is best given
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at bedtime. Once it is done and Johnny is put to
bed, you can appropriately offer to have
Johnny’s bedtime prayers with him. It is not
nearly so hard as offering a prayer in the middle
of the day for an adult, but it is just as effective
in winning souls, and a good way for you to
start praying with your neighbors. You will find
folks are very charitable and will like you even
if the sore throat is no better in the morning.
But of course it usually is.

2. Another common back-fence topic revolves
about various headaches. Here again you should
only be an adjunct to the physician and treat
only the very simple ones on your own. For an
acute occasional headache a hot foot bath with
a cold compress to the brow is very soothing and
relaxing. Chronic and recurrent headaches may
also respond to this, but the patient may also
require advice on reducing the amount of sugar
in the diet or eliminating constipation, if this is
a problem. Here you should use your library of
Life and Health journals. Pick out a number
that fits and give it to the neighbor. Or it might
be even better medical missionary work to “read
to them” and make sure they understand it; dis-
cuss it with them.

If the headache starts in the neck and back
of the head, a set of hot fomentations and a good
deep massage will give relief and win the
patient’s heart. If you don’t have fomentation
pads, a heating pad will be better than nothing.
And at least you can give the massage. Pick out
a nice-smelling hand lotion for this, and the
treatment will leave your patient happy.

As you give the massage, or as you give the hot
foot bath (be sure to gently swish the water and
rub the patient’s feet gently as you do it), the
patient will relax and you can talk of the beauty
of the flowers that God created for us, or of
some favorite text, or of some special blessing
vou have received. And thus, without a Bible
anywhere in sight you have nevertheless given
a Bible study. Always remember that our Loxd
used every opportunity for healing to point
souls to their Father in heaven. Don’t waste these
golden opportunities, these opened doors, in
idle gossip or in discussing the calamities of the
day.

3. Corns are talked of lightly, but they give
their owners real pain and are very common.
When some acquaintance complains of her feet,
don’t just recommend a corn plaster. Offer to
come over and pare her corns for her. Pick a
time when she can relax. First get her comfort-
able, soaking her feet in warm water. Then
gently wear the corn away with a pumice stone,
if it has a large callus around it, and pare it
with a sharp knife or small scissors. But
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remember, this is only for relief. You should
never draw blood and never cause pain. Again
massage the feet gently with a nice-smelling
lotion and leave your neighbor rested, relaxed,
and with some pearls from God’s treasure house
in her mind.

Now all this may seem very simple and
elementary, and some may protest, “Surely,
doctor, you don’t propose that we may win souls
by paring corns!” But I would remind you that
our Saviour set us an example of humble service
by washing His disciples’ feet.

Why Not a United Plan for Action?

I could list another fifteen items, and I am
sure that in consultation with others there could
be added still other simple treatments that
would help us to win our neighbors to Christ.

I am sure that Life and Health has covered
every one of these topics and could make a
compilation of reprints to cover the treatments
that might be given, so that “every church
member” could “educate” himself “to do this
work.” Almost any single issue could be used to
give to or read and discuss with neighbors, and
would serve the purpose even without a treat-
ment. But we are also advised to use “the grasp
of your hand.”

May I put forward a suggestion?

It occurs to me that it would be an excellent
plan for some department of the General Con-
ference to promote such a project during one
particular quarter sometime soon. This would
get the plan started. Then, too, our Life and
Health editors might think it worth while to
plan for a special series of articles during that
quarter, to fit in with the plan. Extra copies of
these issues could be made available. Instead of
one specific Home Visitation Day for that
quarter the members could be alerted weekly to
be ever watching for opportunities. One or two
of the suggested treatments could be discussed
each week during the home missionary period.

We would have to specify a few cautions such
as these:

1. Never treat serious illnesses at all, or at
least not without telephoning the patient’s
doctor.

2. Never use any literature except our recog-
nized church literature, since so much of the
health-food-store type of literature is full of
exaggeration and error, and frequently contra-
dicts Sister White’s instructions—for instance,
in regard to thorough cooking of milk. It also
often condemns surgery, whereas she said she
saw angels assisting or guiding surgeons. We
should not use literature that is “mingled with

(Continued on page 46)
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Holidays and Laundries

MARJORIE LEWIS LLOYD
Takoma Park, Maryland

random thought—a newspaper clipping—
communion Sabbath-—and laundries. I
was thinking about all these. With the holidays
come resolutions, clean pages, new beginnings.
The resolutions are oiten broken, the pages
soon marred, and we have to begin again. How
wonderfully patient is our Saviour, washing
away our sins over and over again, until we
learn to accept His victory into our lives, until
His life becomes ours.
A mother scribbled these words on a piece of
paper one Sabbath morning:
“I wonder if God is as happy to make us clean as
a mother is to make her children clean—to wash
and iron and tidy their clothes—to teach them to
want to be clean daily, in body, clothes, mind and
soul.”

THE approaching holidays—a mother’s

And the newspaper clipping:

“Sometimes I become positively lyrical as I hang
the laundry outdoors. The strong sunlight and the
breeze, the smell of the clean, wet clothes—these
set me off, and I can’t resist singing. Hymns usually.
Not good, but loud and in tune. I can carry a tune
as far as the next laundress. ‘A Mighty Fortress Is
Our God,” ‘Fairest Lord Jesus,” ‘Come Thou Al-
mighty King'—triumphant words and triumphant
music. Right to be sung in the morning when one
is fresh and the day is full of promise.

“I suppose it is natural that a change for the
better in one’s personality should often be referred
to in Biblical language as a ‘washing.’ To wash away
one’s sins; to come like lambs to the washing;
Shepherd, wash them clean.

“Like the clothes that so many of us launder each
week, I think as I take them from the line, we our-
selves are being continually soiled and smudged.
The contest against dirt, dullness and sin must be
continuously won.

“In this life it seems we cannot do our laundry
once and for all.”—“Occupation Housewife,” a fea-
ture by Dolly Reitz in the Cleveland News, June
20, 1955.

Laundry is not done once and for all. Nor is
conversion. The servant of God tells us we need
to be converted every day. Especially on com-
munion Sabbath we come for a miniature bap-
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tism, a washing away of the accumulated dust
of the road. And, like Peter, we cry out to be
washed, not partially, but completely.

Laundries and heaven seem far, far apart.
The thought of anything in heaven being con-
taminated, needing cleansing, seems to jar. But
how familiar we are with the doctrine we call
the cleansing of the sanctuary. And it is not
only the sanctuary that must be cleansed. We
ourselves have the privilege of coming to Him
who ministers in the sanctuary to have our sins
washed away and to rise from our knees with
new hearts.

Let us imagine just what our reaction might
be if it were announced that all the laundries
in your community and mine are to close per-
manently on a certain date. Suppose that we
must learn to keep our garments fresh, crisp,

I Must Go Shopping

One of these days I must go shopping.

I am completely out of self-respect.

I want to exchange some self-righteousness

1 picked up the other day,

For some humility, which they say

Is Icss expensive and wears better.

I want to look at some tolerance

Which is being used for wraps this season.

Someone showed me some pretty samples of peace.

We are a little low on that

And one can never have too much of it

And, by the way, I must try to match some patience

That my neighbor wears.

It is very becoming to her, and I think it might
look well on me.

I might try on that little garment of long-suffering
they are displaying.

I never thought I wanted to wear it

But I feel myself coming to it.

Also, I must not forget to have my sense of appre-
ciation mended,

And look around for some inexpensive, every-day
goodness.

It is surprising how quickly one’s stock of goodness
is depleted.—Author Unknown.
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unsoiled—without laundering—after that date.
A prosaic supposition that will never happen!

But there is a heavenly parallel. For since
1844 God has been reminding us that closing
time is near, that soon there will be no more
forgiving, no more washing away of our sins.
Repeatedly God has warned us of the day when
the ministering Son of God will change His
robes for those of a King. From that deadline
hour man must live without sin, for never again
can sin be forgiven.

We rejoice in the miracle of forgiving love,
but are we learning the power of that love to
keep us from sinning? We need to learn it, and
learn it quickly.

“Those who receive the seal of the living God,
and are protected in the time of trouble, must re-
flect the image of Jesus fully.”—Early Writings,
p. 7L

This month ends the year 1955. Some month
soon will mark the end of all years—and “time
shall be no more!” Yes, and some of the prosaic
words in today’s vocabulary and today's life
will be no more. There will be no cleansing, no
need of cleansing. For in that day—

“The great controversy is ended. Sin and sinners
are no more. The entire universe is clear. One pulse
of harmony and gladness beats through the vast
creation. From Him who created all, flow life and
light and gladness, throughout the realms of il-
limitable space. From the minutest atom to the
greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate,
in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, declare
that God is love.”—The Great Controversy, p. 678.
(Italics supplied.)

Are we ready, all of us, for the hour just
ahead when God’s clock strikes closing time?

Seminary Slide Service

Beautiful color slides made in Egypt, Western
Palestine, Sinai, Edom, Moab, Syria, Lebanon, and
Mesopotamia, make a wonderful addition to-one’s
slide collection, and with the helpful brochures
which provide a description of each individual
slide, they furish material for most interesting
studies and lectures. Also most appropriate for
gifts. Two hundred slides in this set for only
$21.00.

An additional set of 55 slides, featuring the
scenes of early Advent history in New England,
complete with brochure, for $5.75.

Both sets, 255 slides, for $26.75 postpaid. Send
order and remittance to: Business Office, SDA
Theological Seminary, 6830 Laurel Street NW.
Washington 12, D.C.
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Immortality, The Scientific Evidence, Alson J.
Smith, Prentice Hall, Inc., New York, 1954, 248
pages, $3.50.

Alson J. Smith is a Protestant minister. He
weaves a bit of biography into his book, so that
we learn how he became interested in the subject
of immortality. His book demonstrates a more than
cursory study of the history of psychical research,
and deep thinking on the subject. He is endeavor-
ing to prove from scientifically controlled tests the
survival of intelligence and personality after the
phenomenon we call death has occurred. He says,
“Western civilization stands where Rome stood at
the beginning of the Christian era—besieged by a
new barbarism from without, full of doubt and
cynicism and decay within.” He feels that hope and
confidence in immortality must be again infused
into men’s hearts. And for modern man, influenced
by scientific demand for proof that would remove
all possibility of doubt, he offers this book of
evidences garmered from the experiences of sci-
entifically controlled experiments. The publishers
claim that this book “presents startling scientific
evidence in support of survival after death.” Ac-
tually it is startling evidence of the devil’s master-
ful deception in spiritism.

The author has convinced himself of a scientifi-
cally proved conscious existence beyond the tomb.
He feels that the psychic experiences related are
sufficient to convince anyone, or at least to remove
such belief from the realm of superstition or
credulity. He states, “For the first time in history,
immortality—the survival of consciousness after
death—is at least a speculative hypothesis for sci-
ence.”

For those who speak on spiritism this book pro-
vides excellent background material. Some of the
experiments in clairvoyance, telepathy, precogni-
tion, and retrocognition may seem a bit dry, but
interest rises when he relates the materialization of
a six-year-old, lisping, curly-haired little girl to
whom the investigator stretched out his hand and
to his utter amazement ‘“‘came into contact with the
. .. figure of a little girl. The flesh felt warm. . . .
He felt her pulse and estimated it at about 90. He
put his ear to her chest and could hear her heart.”
‘There is nothing dry about such reading!

Here we have another serious attempt to prove
that the intelligences from the shadow are the
personalities of our loved ones. It might be well
for this book to be in the library of every Adventist
minister, for it contains some of the clearest evi-
dence of the seductions of these spirit intelligences.
It should not be forgotten in our appraisal of the
hook that Robert E. Luccock says of it, “This is
the best statement of the case for spiritual evidence
1 have ever seen,” and Dr. David MacLennan of
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Yale University declares it to be the “testimony of
a thoughtful, informed, modern man to the reality
of God and the soul.” A reading of this book will
reveal the possibility of such deceptions as will
sweep the world in the closing events of human
history. HENRY F. BROWN.

St dshipy Ser ttes, Richard V. Clearwaters,
Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Illinois, 1955, 120
pages, $1.50.

A very readable little volume containing excellent
thoughts on the matter of stewardship. Particularly
helpful for pastors who naturally must keep the
privilege of stewardship before their congregations.

This book has grown out of brief talks of from
three to five minutes on Sunday mornings. The
author has covered a wide range of history and
government statistics, scientific experiments, per-
sonal observations, et cetera. The result is very
interesting: In a ten-year period the church budget
jumped from $20,000 to $75,000.

While Adventists as a people have through their
history acknowledged the importance of systematic
giving and bave become a symbol of faithfulness to
friends in many denominations, yet this little vol-
ume can prove of real help in encouraging our
faithful members in good works. It is a pleasure to
recommend Dr. Clearwaters’ sermonettes.

R.ALA.

Prayer Promptings, John Horne, Baker Book
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1955, 154 pages,
$1.75.

Seldom has there come into my hands anything
more stimulating than this little book. It has only
154 pages, but each page is filled with challenging
thoughts. It was originally printed in Edinburgh,
Scotland, in 1906, under the title *Promptings to
Devotion.” It has been out of print for many years,
and we are grateful to Baker Book House for bring-
ing it back into circulation.

These prayer promptings are not prayers, but
aids to public prayer. While we should guard
against what might be termed oratorical prayers,
yet we must all be appalled at times by our poverty
of expression. For those whose sacred privilege it is
to lead the congregation on the uplands of true
devotion, this book will prove a spiritual stimulus.
1 recoinmend it to my brethren of the ministry.

R. AL A,

The Sacramental Table, a series of addresses by
representative Scottish preachers, edited by J.
Jeffrey, Harper and Brothers, New York, 1954,
153 pages, $2.50.

Noted always for their preaching power, Scottish
ministers have often excelled when leading their
people in solemn devotional contemplation to the
table of the Lord. With profundity of thought
and aptness of illustration a group of contemporary
Scottish preachers here present fifteen stimulating
studies that will make the sacred sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper more meaningful to ministry and
laity alike.
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The series concludes with a sermonic jewel from
that pulpit master, James S. Stewart, of Edinburgh,
entitled “He Is Able.” It is packed with spiritual
vitality and exhilaration.

Harold E. Fey, executive editor of the Christian
Century, says, “This is the best book I have ever
read of sermons intended to prepare Christians for
communion. . . . Perhaps this little volume, so
weighty with great Christian preaching, will bring
a long-awaited awakening in American Protestant-
ism to what the Lord’s Supper should mean to us
and do for us.” CLiFFORD A. REEVES.

Revival Sermon Outlines, Al Bryant, Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
1955, 93 pages, $1.00.

Here are more than a hundred outlines of re-
vival sermons covering a century or more. There
are many outlines from the sermons of C. H.
Spurgeon, as well as from prominent leaders of
our day.

The book has more value for the younger worker,
but there are many helpful suggestions even for
the more experienced. It could not be called a
deep, expository type of book, but it has real value
for those who like to study the methods of success-
ful revivalists. R. A A.

Hormones, Health, and Happiness, Warren Henry
Orr, M.D., Macmillan Co., New York, 1954, 322
pages, $4.50.

The minister, particularly the pastor, is frequently
faced with personality, behavior, or emotional situ-
ations in the carrying out of his duties, which are
often very perplexing. Viewed purely from the lay-
man’s limjted knowledge of medical things, these
situations are frequently bafling or bewildering.
If they are sufficiently serious, the minister feels
that his only recourse is to refer the entire matter
to the physician with the hope that he may be able
to find the key to the situation and perhaps with
tactful counseling or appropriate treatment help
the individual onto a more stable course.

While I would bave no intention of recommend-
ing that the minister try to step into the responsi-
bility of medical counselor to such patients, it is
quite possible that in many of these situations the

PEWS

Pulpits
Communion Tables
Flower Stands
Pedestals
Chairs of all kinds
and Tables

Write us for designs and prices

HUNTINGTON SEATING CO.

480 Lexington Ave. Dept. M
New York 17, N.Y. Plaza 9-2430

Page 37




“ . THE EVANGELISTIC BOOK FOR 1955

Selected by the General Conference

GOD SPEAKS TO
MODERN MAN

By ARTHUR E. LICKEY

SPECIAL $1.00 EDITION

Ateractive four-color cover. Painted espe-
cially for this book by Harry Anderson.

Che Most Superbly Beantiful Evangelistic Book Ever Produced

PASTORS AND EVANGELISTS—How many hundreds of times you have wished for
a truly beautiful full-message book—A book with a brief, attention-attracting first chapter
appealing to all classes, Jew or Gentile, Christian or non-Christian, believer or infidel,
educated or uneducated—A book you would not hesitate to hand to anyone—having a
first chapter that would make the second a “must”—that in its early pages would point
the way to find God in personal experience—and what is important, too, a book at a
price you can afford to handle in large numbers.

HERE IS A BOOK THAT WILL EXCEED GOD SPEAKS TO MODERN MAN contains eleven sec-
tions—61 chapters—651 pages—50 full-page illustra-
YOUR FONDEST EXPECTATIONS~— tions~—8 in full color plus graphs and charts, and

full-color end sheets.

® Meets the Modern Mind A LIVING BOOK THAT WILL NEVER GROW OLD
® Aturacts Attention [ —————— ORDER BLANK-~————— |
. |

® Dissolves Doubts i Book and Bible House |

@ Keynotes the Second Coming | Please send me: I
| GOD SPEAKS TO MODERN |

® Sets Law as Standard, Sabbath as Test MAN @ $1.00 R

® Makes the Cross Foundational Sales Tax Where Necessaty ... =

THIS BOOK WILL—-

[] Charge My Account (Denominational Em- |

CONVINCE, CONVICT, ployees only) Prices 109 Higher i

AND CONVERT ] Cash Enclosed in Canada :

|

ADDRESS i

QUANTITIES ary oo ZONE .__ STATE . i
This offer closes December 31, 1955 NOTE: 10 volumes or more postpaid in U.S.A. In
U.S.A., on less than 10 volumes add 15¢ for first book

Review & Herald Publishing Association add 12c¢ postage each book.
Washington 12, D.C. H |

Page 38 THE MINISTRY

|
[
|
|
i
i
{
ORDER AND USE IN LIBERAL { NAME
I
|
|
|
|

%
and S5c for each additional book. Canada and Foreign |
I



minister might be enabled to recognize more clearly
the problem involved if he were informed on some
of the emotional disturbances arising out of some
of the more common hormonal or glandular irregu-
larities. The minister who is able to recognize in
the individual the existence of a medical problem,
though he may not be trained to deal with it him-
self, is nevertheless prepared by this very recogni-
tion of the condition to counsel the patient to seek
the appropriate medical aid. Also, recognizing these
conditions as being physiological disturbances will
help the minister to have a more understanding
attitude and relationship with the person concerned.

There probably has not been produced any more
readable or practical treatise on this subject from
the standpoint of the nonmedical reader than that
which has been written by Dr. Warren H. Orr
entitled Hormones, Health, and Happiness.

Dr. Oxr has written for the generally well-in-
formed, nonmedical reader. The book is somewhat
technical, and yet the author uses sufficient illus-
trations from everyday life to make quite clear the
point and purpose of his discussion.

The minister who is interested in pastoral coun-
seling, and who deals with many situations that
are caused by a health problem, will find this book
extremely helpful. In saying this I do not necessarily
endorse everything that Dr. Orr has said, in the way
that he has said it. But I do feel that the pastor
who is interested in a better understanding of the
possible physiological problems of his church family
will find this volume not only highly readable but
a real help.

This volume is available on special order from
your Book and Bible House.

T. R. Fraiz, M.D.

A Popular History of the Catholic Church, Philip
Hughes, Doubleday & Company, Garden City,
New York, 1954, 309 pages, $.85. A Doubleday
Image Book (copy of the original edition pub-
lished by The Macmillan Company, 1949, 294
pages, $3.50).

This is an authentic book. The Catholic Digest
is quoted as saying, “This is the best book we
know for a brief history of the Church.” It is a
book every Protestant minister should read, under-

line, and master. It is very readable, interesting,
and gripping.

It should be read by every Protestant who is
being hoodwinked by popular Roman Catholic
propaganda. It is a complete answer to the church’s
pretense of apostolicity, holiness, unity, and cath-
olicity.

Here we find the admitted corruption of popes,
bishops, and cardinals. Imagine an infallible, holy,
united apostolic church composed of “such bishops
as those who, all too frequently, in these terrible
centuries, preyed on the sees of western Europe.
They were in ways of life exactly like the brutal,
illiterate, and licentious baronage from which they
sprang.”

But read the whole book and possess a valuable
addition to your arsenal in the age-old battle
against the Antichrist. HEeNrY F. BROWN.
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EWS  Fom Curront gm(’z;m/:i

[LUnless otherwise credited, the following news items are
taken from Religious News Service.]
¢ Seventeen men from the Graesser family, pioneer
New York Lutherans, have entered the ministry of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The Rever-
end Carl Frank Graesser, Jr., who teaches at
Concordia Theological Seminary in St. Louis, is
the 17th minister from his family. A younger
brother, Donald, a third-year student at the semi-
nary, will be No. 18.

€ The all-white congregation of Old Mystic Meth-
odist church, Old Mystic, Connecticut, made his-
tory by unanimously voting to invite the Rev-
erend Simeon P. Montgomery, a Negro, to become
its pastor. He is the first Negro clergyinan to be ap-
pointed minister of an ali-white congregation in the
Methodist Church.

¢ Speaking in Pittsburgh, Charles F. Murphy, code
Administrator for the Comics Magazine Association
of America, said that the industry’s first year of self-
regulation had succeeded in banishing “for good”
horror and terror comics and ads for guns, knives,
whips, and other objectionable items.

CORRECT CLOTHES
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€ The United States Supreme Court has been asked
to decide whether it is constitutional for Congress to
require a conscientious objector to believe in a
“Supreme Being” in order to qualify for exemption
from the draft.

Vern George Davidson of Los Angeles, former
national secretary of the Young People’s Socialist
League, raised the issue in appealing the refusal of
a draft board to classify him as a C.O. Describing
himself as anp agnostic, he claims to be against war
by virtue of religious training and belief, but says
he does not believe in a “Supreme Being” as defined
in the Selective Service Act. Mr. Davidson contends
that the draft law contravenes the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution by establishing a specific
religion as the only one that will be recognized in
establishing the validity of claims to conscientious
objection. The court is expected to consider the
appeal during its fall session.

¢ President Eisenhower’s pastor said in Washington
that America’s religious revival is being injured by
“ecclesiastical cynics” who are “making sport” of
Evangelist Billy Graham and Dr. Norman Vincent
Peale. Though all signs indicate that a great reli-
gious revival is under way, said Dr. Edward L. R.
Elson, “religious debunkers” are having a field day
criticizing the popular preachers who have given it
impetus.

Dr. Elson, pastor of National Presbyterian church
in Washington, is the author of America’s Spiritual
Revival. He observed that Mr. Graham’s most vigor-
ous critics are professors of theology and church
administrators, and suggested they might feel differ-
ently if they had more day-to-day contact with lay
people. Those who contend Mr. Graham has no
“social consciousness,” Dr. Eison said, should note
that in most of his sermons the evangelist “blames
sinning on the evils of the day.” “No man is more
vigorous in dealing with crime and divorce, selfish-
ness and war,” he said.

Though Dr. Peale may “overemphasize healing,”
the pastor said, he does not offer an “easy” faith,
as his critics allege. Theologians would not be so
critical of Dr. Peale’s approach, he added, if they
lived “in daily encounter with individual men’s
agonies and aspirations.”

Both Mr. Graham and Dr. Peale have been guests
in Dr. Elson’s pulpit. President and Mrs. Eisenhower
were in the congregation on both occasions, along
with high-ranking Government officials.

¢ Membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has increased about 73,500 in the
past year, and tithe payments by members in 1954
reached an all-time high. Earlier in the year, at the
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April conference, it was announced that the church
had 1,302,240 members, as of December 31, 1954.

¢ Dr. William R. Cannon, dean of the Candler
School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta,
Georgia, has just completed a tour that retraced
the journeys of Saint Paul. He is believed to be the
only person ever to have accomplished such an
undertaking. The theologian spent four summers
in the Mediterranean countries, stopping at every
place Saint Paul visited that is mentioned in the
New Testament. He traveled more than 70,000
miles and made about 3,600 color slides.

¢ Clergymen and churches in Florida have been
asked by Governor LeRoy Collins to brand careless
driving as “an evil, ugly sin.” He spoke at the clos-
ing session of the seventh annual Governor’s High-
way Safety Council Conference in Miami. “We
know,” the governor said, “that almost all of our
accidents happen because the drivers involved com-
mit violations of our traffic laws.”

€ A survey of Sunday laws now on the statute books
of the 48 States is being made by the Lord’s Day
Alliance of the United States, the Reverend Melvin
M. Forney, general secretary, announced in New
York. He said a questionnaire had been sent to the
attorney general of each State. The Alliance official
said the survey is the first effort in recent years to
compile comprehensive information on Sunday laws
across the country.

€ In the belief that businessmen ought to do more
for churches, Hank Dyer turned his filling station
in Barstow, California, over to the local Seventh-day
Adventist church for a week. Pastor L. E. Dasher
and a crew of deacons and church elders manned
the pumps, fixed flats, lubricated cars, and kept
the station open 24 hours a day. Hank “just dis-
appeared” for a week. He figured the church people
sold about 5,000 gallons of gas, and that their profits
from this and other business should be about $500.

4 Jehovah’s Witnesses, in briefs filed with the U.S.
Supreme Court, are challenging provisions of the
draft law that require conscientious objectors to
perform alternative civilian work connected with
the national health, safety, or welfare. The briefs
appeal Federal court sentences against five sect
members found guilty of violating the Selective
Service Act.

¢ An immedjate campaign against the practice of
religion among Russian sailors has been demanded
by Sovetsky Flot (“Soviet Fleet”), organ of the
Soviet Navy. “Every Soviet sailor must be permeated
with the spirit of militant atheism,” it declared.

During the past three months propagandists in
the Soviet Black Sea fleet have given only one lecture
on “religion—the enemy of science and progress,”
the paper complained. “That is not enough,” it said.
“The whole propaganda apparatus of the Black
Sea fleet must be mobilized to depict the struggle
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the world is waging against fairy tales about saints,
gods, and the creation of the world.”

¢ Seventh-day Adventists dedicated a new million-
dollar high school in Hamburg, Pennsylvania,
called Blue Mountain Academy. About 100 pupils
from nine States and the District of Columbia are
enrolled. The school is situated on a 667-acre site
and consists of a classroom and administration
building, two dormitories, and a cafeteria. T. E.
Unruh, president of the denomination’s East Penn-
sylvania Conference, presided at the dedication
exercises.

€ The first Advent Christian church in the nation’s
capital was recently dedicated at ceremonies pre-
sided over by Dr. Theodore P. Stevens, president
of Aurora (Ill) College. The Advent Christian
Church has a national membership of more than
30,000.

¢ IN BRIEF.—The Roman Catholic Church in
South Africa has launched a campaign for $11,200,-
000 to set native mission schools on their own feet
within two years. . . . The first book in a projected
55-volume English edition of the writings of Martin
Luther, to be called Luther’s Works, has been
scheduled for publication before the end of 1955,
with the final volumes expected to be issued by
1970. . . . A church in Glendale, California, posted
this sign on its bulletin board: “Drive carefully—
don’t insist upon your rites.” . . . Bishop J. Brooke
Mosley of the Diocese of Delaware predicts that
tithing will become a reality in the Protestant
Episcopal Church within the next generation. ... A
Methodist television program, ‘“The Pastor,” was
awarded the blue ribbon at the New Jersey State
Fair in Trenton as the “outstanding program of its
type.” . . . General Maxwell D. Taylor, Army Chief
of Staff, has been presented with the first copy of a
new Bible edition printed in English and Korean.
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MINISTRY INDEX FOR 1955

By Department and Contributor

DEPARTMENT INDEX
Archeology

How to Use Archeological Evidence Ef-
feetivelv—Qct.

Bible Instructor

Bible Instructors’ Training Program—
5

Jan.
Spotlight on the Bible Work—Jan.
Bible %nstructors’ Book Needs—Feb.
Educational Plans for Bible Instructors

—Feb.
How Readest Thou?—May.
‘Worshiping God 1in His
(study outline)-——May. X
Reaching Hearts (study outline)—July,

Sanctuary

ug.

Personal Work as Basic Training—Aug.

Will God_ Punish Sinners? (study out-
line)~Oct.

As 1 Watched—Nov.
Books

Dogmatic Theology—Jan.

Personalities Around Paul—Jan.

The Land and the Book—Jan.

Dig or Die, Brother Hyde—Jan.

The Church in History—Jan.

Biographical Preaching jor Today-—Jan.

Psiwhology of Pastoral Care—March.

The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers—
March.

The Secret of Pulpit Power—March.

God’s Wrath—March. .

The Revised Standard Version: An Ap-
praisal—March.

Rays of Messiah’s Glory—March. .

The History of American Church Music

—March.

The Inward Cross—March.

Applied Imagination—March.

'TAB ﬁiddle of the New Testament—

pril.

What Rome Teaches—April.

Ideas for a Successful Church Program
—April.

A Handbook on the

How to Be Fit—April.

Foundations of the Faith—April. .

Euveryday Life in Babylon and Assyria—

April.
The Shepherd Psglm—April.
Poems of a Lifetime—April.
Right and Wrong Ways to Use the Bible
—April.
The Recovery of Family Life—June.
Qn Living With Yourself—June.
The Art of Effective Teaching—June,
Here I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther

—Aug.
The Reformation Era, 1500-1650—Aug.
The Pure in Heart—Aug.
Adulzxcent Psychology and Development
—Aug.
The Gentle House—Aug.
Evalnge{/istz'c Hiustrations From the Bi-
e—Au

8.
TheALz'fe of Our Lord Upon the Earth

—Aug.
Mothers of America—Sept.
450 True Stories From Church History

—Sept. . .
A Guide to the Religions of America—

ept.
The Epistle of St. James—Sept.
Archaeology and the Old Testament—

ct.
Miracles: Yesterday and Today, True
and False—Qct.
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Papacy—April.

The Age of the Reformation—Oct.

The Westminster Pulpit—Nov.

The Challenge of Christian Steward-
ship—Nov.

Immortality, The Scientific Evidence—

ec.

Stewardship Sermonettes—Dec.

Prayer Promptings—Dec.

The Sacramental Table—Dec.

Revival Sermon Outlines—Dec.
Hormones, Health, and Happiness—

Dec.
A Popular History of the Catholic
Church—Dec.

Counsels From the Spirit of
Prophecy

The Influence of Diet—Jan.-May.
The Ministry of Benevolence—Aug.,

Sept.
““Physicians and Ministers Are to Unite’
—Oct.

Cover Subjects

Call to Ministerial Sanctification— Jan.
M%anith Bible, photo by A. Devaney—

eo.
New Gall}xlery Center, London, England

—March.
Elder Richards in Silver Disc—April.
Trenton, New Jersey, Church—May.
Chatham, Ontario, Canada, Church—

June.

Ellen G. White—July.

San Antonio, Texas, Church—Aug.

Park Street Congregational Church, Bos-
ton, Massachusetts—Sept.

Ellen G. White addressing ‘‘an audience
of ~about 500 at the dedication of
Loma Linda Sanitarium fifty years ago

ct.
Today—Nov. i
Bethlehem and Jericho Road—Dec.

Editorials
‘““‘How Does the Other Man Think?’—

Jan.
What Is Your Name?—March.
Effective Tools for the Task—April.
Reading = With Discrimination—April.
Do You Have an Ordination Certificate?
—April.
The Power of Negative Thinking—June.
What Is True Religion?—Aug., Sept.
Preach in the Setting of the Times—

ept.

“Beloved  Institution of Physicians’—
ghe Living Ladder of - God’s Love—
Ct.

Camp Meeting lmpressions—Nov.

“The Afternoon Sun’’—Nov.

Evangelism

““That Thou Doest, Do Quickly’’—Jan.
Evangelism in the Provinces—Jan.
SO]I.“H% Vital Books for the Evangelist—

eb.

““We Went to a Circus”’-—Feb.

The Short Campaign—March.

Short Campaigns and the Local Pastor
—March.

Sermon Titles for the Short Campaign—
March.

Making Baptism Beautiful—March.

The Short Campaign—April.

Summarizing Short Campaigns—April.-
Public Relations Evangelism in Canada
—April

Small-Town Evangelism—April.

Preparation for the Evangelistic Cam-
paign—April.

Sow Thy Seed—May.

Evangelism Among the Heathen—May.

Use of Black Light in Evangelism—
July.

Primer of Diorama—July.

Some Unique Diorama Illustrations—

July.
Black Light in Evangelism—July.
Black Light Devices—July.
Working ~ With Fluorescent Materials—

July.
The Gift of Tongues—Aug.

The %uestion of Rebaptism—Ang.
Do omen Figure in Evangelism?—
Sept.

Physicians Responsible for Souls as Well
as Bodies—Oct.
How a Dentist and His Wife Pioneered

—(ct.

Thce) Doctor-Evangelist Combination—
ct.

Health Evangelism in London—Oct.

OQur Sanitariums—Oct.

Using Our Medical Talent in Evan-
gelism—Nov.

Features

Qualifications  for the Ordination of

Ministers—Jan.
Called of God, Are You Sure?—Jan,
Placing Adventism in a2 New Light—

Jan.

The Religious World of 1954—Feb.

The Chief Work of the Christian Min-~
istry—Feb. -

The nger Levels of the Ministry—

arci.

The Worker’s Personal Relations With
the Organization—March.

The Voice of Prophecy Benefits All
Branches of the Work—April.

Radio in Southern Asia—April.

Radio Bible Correspondence School In-
terests Bring Results—April.

Let Faith Lighten Your Way—May.

“Go Forward’’—May.

What Lack I?—June. .

Our Stewardship of Missions—June.

Are ““the Writings”> Qut of Date?—July.

Begin Now to Redeem the Time— July.

The Spirit and Power of Elijah—Aug.

WRO Is Sufficient for These Things?>—

ug.
Qur Rendezvous With Desting—Sept.
CME . . . The College With a Mission

—Oct.
Medical Missionary Work—Oct.
The Spiritual Objectives of CME—OQct.
How a Minister and a Doctor Can Work
Together—Oct.
The Scores Who Have Not Fallen—Nov.
Our New Commentary—Nov.
Bless Me Also (Part I)—Nov.
Hurricane Appeal—Dec.
The Challenge of Bethlehem—Dec.
Conserving Our Membership—Dec.
Bless Me Also (Part 11)—Dec.

Forum

Win an Argument, Lose a Soul—Sept.

Silence Banished in Church—Sept.

‘‘Sons of Strangers’ Series Appreciated -
—Dec.

How Every Layman Can Be a Medical
Missionary-—Dec.

Health Evangelism

Use of Physical Measures in Medicine—
Oct.

THE MINISTRY




Medical Evangelism

Medical Evangelism for Ministerial
Workers of Southern Asia—March.
God’s Special Care for the Mission

Field—March.

Objectives of the Sophomore Class in
Religion in Our Schools of Nursing—
April.

Let’s Capitalize on Health!—June.

Music

Music in the Evangelistic Worship Serv-
ice—Jan.
Special Arrangement of “What a Friend
e Have in Jesus’~—June.

News and Announcements

Special Kodachrome Slides—Jan.
Free Subscriptions to The Converted
Catholic Magazine—]Jan.
Thine Be the Glory—Book Club Selec-
tion—Feb.
R?rti)nts on “The Work of a Deacon”—
e

Source;s of “Black Light” Materials—

April.

1955 Yearbook—April.

Valuable Reprints Available—April.

“Black Light’> Announcement—Aug.

Winning Friends and Influencing Men
for Christ—Sept. R

Spirit of Prophecy Reprints on “The
Influence of Diet”’—Sept.

Reprints on “The Gospel of Norman
Vincent Peale”’—Sept.

Workers Leave Libraries to the Sem-
inary—Nov,

“'Ilgle Story of the Shepherd’s Rod”—

ov.
Speml'\?l Neon Signs for SDA Churches
—Nov.

Do You Wish Reprints on
Strangers’® Series?—Dec.
The Influence of Diet—Dec.
About One of Our Advertisers—Dec.

“Sons of

Ordinations
1954 Ordinations for North America

—Xeh.
1954 Overseas Ordinations—March.

Page Two Features

The Center of the Scriptures—Jan.
Soul Food—Feb.
Like the Fall of the Autumn Leaves—

March, X
““What Hath God Wrought!”—April.
A Consistent Witness to the End—

ay.

Atom Bombs vs. Faith—]June.

Ellen Gould White (1827-1915)—July.
The Two Hens—Aug.

‘“Read It . . .”’—Sept.

The Distinguishing Sign—Oct.

The Clergyman’s Study—Nov.

The Bethlehem Story—Dec.

Pastor

Essentials of a Pastor’s Program—Jan.

The Pastoral Ministry—Jan.

Building an Economical Yet Adequate
Church—]Jan.

Fifteen Helpful Books for the Pastor—

Feb,
H%w Jesus Dealt With Human Minds—
b

eb.
Vacation Bible School Evangelism—
arch.

Can We Afford Model T Churches?—

March.

New Church Organized on Marine Base
—March.

Wesley’s View of Baptism and the Lord’s

Supper—April.

The Sl;ranger in the Black Suit—April.

“Sons of Strangers Shall Build Up Thy
Walls”’—May-Sept.

The Minister, His Rest and Relaxation
—May.
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Drift Toward Rome—May.
The True Function of a Local Church

une. .
Continuing Fellowship—June.

A Conference_ President Views _the
“‘Prayer-and-Perspiration” Plan—July.
‘““Money Came In as the Building

Went Up”’—July.
General Practitioners—July.
Importance of Isaiah 58—Aug.
Berean Club—Aug.
Church Suppers and Bake Sales—Sept.
The Adventist Doctor in My Congrega-
tion—Oct.
Winning a Man for Christ—Nov.
Premarital Interviews—Nov.
Boosting Prayer Meeting Attendance—

Nov.
Shall We Talk About Death?—Nov.
The Consultation Clinic—Nov.
Buckets or Floodlights?>—Nov.
Enlarging Our Baptismal Prospects—

ecC.
How Is Your Title?>—Dec.

Poems

Our Great High Priest—Jan.
Lean Hard—April.
The City Church—Sept.

Pointers to Progress

Full Church Cooperation—Jan.

Evangelistic Publicity—Jan.

Finding Time to Read—Feb.

Clubs for Our Married Couples—Feb.

“Not Without Honour’’—Feb.

“Very Friendly and Obliging’’—March.

Evangelistic Advertising—March.

Seat Tickets in Evangelism—March.

Consultation Service on Astropnomy Ser-
mons—April.

Know Your ‘Product’’——April.

“Book of the Month”’—April.

Personal Acts of Worship—April.

Pastor Declines a Bishopric—May.

Be Positive—May.

Use of Titles—May.

Background for the Message—May.

Could God Trust You?—June.

Dramatize Your Idea!—]June.

Honest Confession— June.

Storytellers— June,

“Trvial” Preaching—July.

¢All Ye Are Brethren”’—July.

Adventist Sermons— July.

Bigness of Heart—Aug.

Wiat Is “Medical Missionary Work’’?—

ug.

Clock-Consciousness !—Aug.

Intellectual Embarrassment?—Aug.

Budget Planning—Sept.

“Not as Man Seeth”’—Sept.

Freedom—Sept.

““Our Medical School”’—Oct.

A Dentist Is a Doctor—Oct.

“Dead Men Do Tell Tales”—Oct.

Think It Through—Nov.

Measureless Treasure—Nov.

How To Whisper—Nov.

Giving Up Too Soon—Dec.

Visual-Aid Suggestion—Dec.

Enthusiasm—Dec.

Sharing—Dec.

Pulpit

How Good Are You?—Jan.
The Change Was Made So Long Ago—

an.
Tvgelve Book ‘““Musts”’ for the Public
Speaker—Feb.
Necessity for Self-improvement—Feb.
The Power of the Word—March.
Peter, The Rock?—March.
The Only Men Who Can Preach the
Word Effectively—April.
The Revised and Enlarged Index to the
Writings of Mrs. E. G. White—May.
Your Soul Garden—May.
The Relation of Doctrine to Life.—May
Persuasive Preaching—June.
Preachers Going On to Perfection—June
Christ’s Righteousness—Aug.

““Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God’”
(sermon outline}—Aug.

The Fine Art of Quoting—Sept.

Secret Sins—Sept.

Platformm and Pulpit Manners—Nov.

What Christ Risked for the Sabbath—

Dec.
Christ and the Law—Dec,

How to Overcome Evil Habits

stud
outline)—Dec. ( ¥

Questions
Frequency of the Lord’s Supper—April.
Radio

Broadcasting Religious
Research

The Melchizedek Priesthood—Jan.

Messianic  Echoes in  Jewish Tradi-
tions—April, May, Aug., Sept.

Is There a Relationship Between Luther
and Seventh-day Adventists?>—June,

Julv.
Colossians 2:14—Nov.

News—March.

Seminary Extension Schools

Seminary Extension School in Southern
Asta—Aug.

Shepherdess

Aunt Hapnah Says—Jan.

““Give Attention to Reading’’~—Feb.
Contentment—March.

To the Wives of Our Workers—April.
Making Health Reform Attractive—

ay.

A Woman-Ministry—June-Sept.

A MHeart-to-Heart Talk With Adventist
omen—Nov.

Holidays and Laundries—Dec.

I Must Go Shopping—Dec.

Writexrs and Editoxs
These Books Will Help You to Write—
Feb.

CONTRIBUTOR INDEX
A

Allen, Sydney—The Gentle House—Aus.

Amundsen, Wesley—Who Is Sufficient
for These Things?>—Aug.

Anderson, Albert W.—Necessity for Self-
improvement—Feb.

Anderson, Clifford R., M.D.—Let’s
Capitalize on Health!—June.

Anderson, R. Allan—~The Land and the
Book—Jan.;  ‘“Very Friendly and
Obliging”—March; Pastor Declines a
Bishopric—May; Preach in the Set-
ting of the Times—Sept.; ‘‘Beloved
Institution  of  Physicians’—Qct.;
Our Medical School”—Oct.; ‘“Dead
Men Do Tell Tales”—Oct.; “The
Afternoon  Sun’—Nov.; Hurricane
Appeal—Dec.; Stewardship Sermon-
ettes—Dec. ; Prayer Prompitings—Dec.;
Revival Sermon Outlines—Dec.; Giv-
ing Up Too Soon—Dec.

B
Banks, Edward Calvin—God’s Wrath
—March.
Basconcille, C. M.—Evangelism in the

Provinces—Jan.

Beatty, Donald C.—Shall We Talk
About Death?—Nov.

Beaven, W. H.—The Religious World
of 1954—Feb.

Berg, Orley M.—Essentials of a Pastor’s
Program—Jan.

Bergherm, . H.—New Church Or-
ganized on Marine Base—March;
Winning Friends and Influencing

Men for Christ—Sept.
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Boose, Rose E.—How Readest Thou?—
May.
Brewer, N. F.—Conserving Our Mem-

Brown, M., M.D.—Health
Evangelism in_London—Oct.
rown, Henry F.—Revised Standard
Version: An Appraisal—March; Here
I Stand, A Life of Martin Luther—
Aug.; Immortality, The Scientific Evi-
dence—Dec.; A~ Popular History of
the Catholic Church—Dec.

Buckwalter, J. Arthur—Qur Rendezvous
With Destin}f—Sept. .

Bunch, Mrs. Taylor G.—*“Give Atten-
tion to Reading”’—Feb.

C

Campbell, M. V.—‘Seek Ye First the
Kingdom of God’’ (sermon outline)
—Aug.

Carcich, Theodore—Sixteen  Helpful
Books for the Pastor—Feb.; To the
Wives of Our Workers—April; Enlarg-
ing Our Baptismal Prospects—Dec.

Christensen, Otto H.—The Melchizedek
Priesthood—Jan.

Christoforides, C. A.—More on Un-
fermented Wine—April,

Cleveland, E, E.—“All Ye Are Breth-
ren”—fuly; Adventist Sermons—July;
The Spirit and Power of Elijah—
Aug.; Bigness of Heart—Aug.; Glock-
Consciousness —Aug; Sharing—Dec.

Cobb. Perrie L.—About Mrs. S. M. L.
Henry—June; Mothers of America—

ept. .

Coffey, Cecil R.—Public Relations
Evangelism in Canada—April.

Cooper, Victor H.—New Gallery Center,
Logndon, England—March.

Crawford, E.—How a Dentist and
His Wife Pioneered—Oct.

Crofoot, K. S.-—OQObjectives of the Soph-
omore Class in Rehgion in Our Schools
of Nursing—April. .

for the

Clg:ertino, G.—Preparation f
vangelistic Campaign—April; Sow
Thy Seed—May.

D

Davis, Herman E.—The Minister, His
Rest and Relaxation—May.

Delafield, Dwight Arthur—The Upper
Levels of the Ministry—March.

Dombrosky, S. L.—Winning a Man for
Christ—Nov.

Dornburg, C. J.—lIdeas for a Suc-
cessful Church Program—April.
uffield, .—The Daoctor-Evangelist
Combination in Ohio—Oct.

E

Eckenroth, M. K.—*“That Thou Doest,
Do Quickly”—Jan.; Southern Asia
Seminary Extension Schoo}—Alg.

EHiott, W. P.—CME . . . The College
With a_Mission—Oct. | |

Enn%ht, Merrill L.—Music ip the Evan-
gelistic Worship Service—Jan.

Esteb, Adlai—Neighborhood Evange-
lism—Aug.

F

Figubr, Mrs. R. R.—Contentment—
March.

Flaiz, T. R., M.D.—Hormones, Hedlth,
and Happrness—Dec.

Folkenberg, Stanley L.—Use of Black
Light in Evangelism—July.

Freiworth, Paul K.—Psychology of Pas-
toral Care—March; On Living With
Yourself—June; The Fine Art of
Quoting—Sept.

Froom, Fenton E.—The Recovery of
Family Life—June.

Froom, LeRoy E.—Special Arrangement
of “What 2 Friend We Have in Jesus”

—June.
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G

Garrison, Webb B.—Wesley’s View of
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper—April.

Glanzer, Benjamin—Full Church Co-
operation—Jan.; Evangelistic Public-
ity—Jan.; Finding Time to Read—
Feb.; Clubs for Our, Married Couples
—Feb.; Evangelistic  Advertising—
March; Seat Tickets in Evangelism—
March; Effective Tools for the Task
—April; Consultation Service on As-
tronomy Sermons—April; Know Your
“Product”—April; “Book of the
Month’>—April; Dramatize Your Idea!
—June; What 'Is “Medical Mission-
ary Work” ?—Aug.; What Is True Re-
ligion?—Aug., Sept.; Church Suppers
and Bake Sales—Sept.; A Dentist Is
a Doctor—Oct.; Buckets or Flood-
lights>—Nov.; How to Whisper—Nov.;
The Challenge of Bethlehem—Dec.;
Visual-Aid Suggestion—Dec.

Gregoroff, Paul—Black Light in Evan-
gelism—July.

Guild, Daniel R.—“We Went to a Cir-

cus”’—Feb,

H

Hannum, Harold B.—The History of
American Church Music-——March.
Haynes, Carlyle B.—Called of God, Are
You Sure?—Jan.; Dogmatic Theology
—JYan.; The Church in sttoré‘—Jan.;
The Chief Work of the Christian
Ministry—Feb.; The Power of the
Word—March; The Secret of Pulpit
Power—-March; Rays of Messiah’s
Glory—March; The Inward Cross—
March; The Only Men Who Can
Preach the Word Effectively—April;
A Handbook on the Papacy—April;
Foundations of the Faith—April; The
Shepherd Psalm—April; The Rela-
tion of Doctrine to Life—May;
Preachers Going On_to Perfection—
June; The Art of Effective Preaching
—June; The Pure in Heart—Aug.;
The Life of QOur Lord Upon the
Earth—Aug.; 4 True Sto-
ries From Church History—Sept.; The
Epistle of St. James—Sept.; Silence
Banished in Church—Sept.; Miracles,
Yesterday and Today, True and False

ct.; The Westminster Pulpit—Nov.
Henriot, Andre—The Pastoral Ministry

—Jan,
Henry, Mrs. S. M. I.—*A Woman-Min-

istry”’— June-Sept. .
Heuss, John—The True Function of a
Local Church—June.

Hilgert, Earle—The Gift of Tongues—

Hill, V%ayne B.——~A_Conference Presi-
dent Views the ‘‘Prayer-and-Perspira-
tion’’ Plan—July.

Hill, Wayne C.—Working With Flyo-
rescent ‘Materials-—July,

Horn, Siegfried H.—How to Use Arche-
ological Evidence Effectively—Oct.;
érch:zeology and the Old Testament—

ct. .

J

Johns, Varner J.—Drift Toward Rome
—May.

K

Kaplan, Samuel A.—The Jews and the
Pentateuch—April; The Jewish Pass-
over and the Trinity—May; Tradi-

tional Observance of the Day of
Atonement—Aug.; Traditional "Sab-
bath Lights—Sept.; Chnst’s Right-

eousness in a Jewish Tradition—Sept.

Keymer, Charles—San Antonio, Texas,
Church—Aug.

Kleuser, Louise C.—Spotlight on the
Bible Work—Jan.; Dig or Die,
Brother Hyde—Jan.; Bible Instructors’
Book Needs—Feb,; Educational Plans
for Bible Instructors—Feb.; What

Rome Teaches—April; Poems of a
Lifetime—April; Background for the
Message—May; Personal Work as
Basic Traimng—Aug.; Evangelistic
Hlustrations From the Bible—Aug.;
Budget Planning—Sept.; Do Women
Figure in Evangelism?—Sept.; Camp
Meeting Impressions—Nov.; A Heart-
to-Heart Talk with Adventist Women
C.—Vacation

—Nov.
Kott, Clarence Bible
School Evangelism—March.
Kurtz, Arnold—Black Light Devices—
July.

L

Lamb, Percy W.—Broadcasting Re-
ligious News—March.

LeRoy, George V., M.D.—Consultation
Clinic—Nov.

Lloyd, Marjorie Lewis—As I Watched—
Nov.; Holidays and Laundries—Dec.

Loewen, E.—Applied Imagina-
tion—March; How to Be Fit—April;
Everyday Life in Babylon and As-
syrig—April.

M

MacGuire, Meade—Christ’s Great Ser-
mon on the Child (sermon outline)—

pril.
Mansell, E. P.—~Win an Argument, Lose
a Soul—Sept.
Mathews, G. M.-—How Good Are You?

—Jan.

Maxson, Howard F.—The Spiritual Ob-
jectives of CME—Oct.

McFarland, J. Wayne, M.D.—Nutri-
tion and Food Service—Feb.; Using
1(&I)ur Medical Talent in Evangelism—

ov.

McCrow, Harold W.—Our Great High
Priest goem)— an,

Meyer, Albert—The Worker’s Personal
Re}an}:ms With the Organization—

arch.

Mills, Merle L.—Platform and Pulpit
Manners—Nov,

Murdoch, W. G. C.—Thé Prophetic
Faith of Our Fathers—March.

N

Neil, J. Lee—“Sons of Strangers Shall
Build Up Thy Walls’’—May-Sept.

Newman, ~William Kinkaid—How Is
Your Title?—Dec.

o

Olson, A. V.—Do You Have an Ordina-
tion Certificate >—April.

Olson, Mrs. Robert W.—Making Health
int;orm Attractive-——May; Enthusiasm
—Dec.

P
Parkhurst, Donald B.—Colossians 2:14
—Nov,

Peterson, F. L.—Let Faith Lighten Your

Way—May.
Philbrick, M. H.-~Chatham, Ontario,
Canada, Church—June.

Pierson, Robert H.—The Voice of
Propl”xec Benefits All Branches of the
Work—April.

Pohan, J. T.—Evangelism Among the
Heathen—May.

Prenter, Henry S.—Christ’s Righteous-
ness—Aug.

Quigley, W. B.—Trenton. New Jersey,
Cﬁurch—May. I 4

R

Rawson, Archie E.—Radio in Southern
Asta—April.

Read, W. E.—Frequency of the Lord’s
Supper—April.
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Rebok, Denton E.—The Challenge of
Christian Stewardship—Nov.

Reeves, Clifford A.—Some Vital Books
for the Evangelist—Feb.; Right and
Wrong Ways to Use the Bible—April;
Premarital = Interviews—Nov.; he
Sacramental Table—Dec.

Rhociles, John D.—Primer of Diorama—

uly,

Risley, William C.—Building an Eco-
nomical Yet Adeguate Church—Jan.

Rudy, H. L.—Our gtewardship of Mis-

sions—June.

S

Sage, Royal—Will God Punish Sinners?
ct.; How to Overcome Evil Habits

—Dec.

Schmidt, Harold H.—Making Baptism
Beautiful—Marcb.

Schubert, Walter—Measureless Treasure

—Nov.
Scragg, W. M. R.—The Scores Who
M.D.—

Have Not Fallen—Nov.
Senseman, _Laurence A.,

“Money Came In as the Building
Went Up”’—July.

Shuler, John L.—Persuasive Preaching
—June.

Smith, Dunbar W., M.D.—Medical
Evangelism for Mmisterial Workers
of Soutbern Asia—March.

Sparrow, B. E.—T he Riddle of the New
T estament—April.

Spf.lding, Artbur W.—What Lack I?—
une.

Stavenhagen, Werner—Worshiping God
in His Sanctuary—May.

Stecker, Donald C.—Use of Physical
Measures in Medicine—Qct.

GARDENING

Stewart, Arlyn D.—Biographical Preach-
ing for Today—Jan.; Adolescent Psy-
chology and Development—Aug.

Sundin, Carl—How a_ Minister and a
Doctor Can Work Together—Oct.

Syme, FEric—What Christ Risked for
the Sabbath—Dec.; Christ and the

Law—Dec.

T

Thomas, Donn Henry—These Books
Will Help You to Write—Feb.; The
Stranger in the Black Suit—April.

Thompson, Alec C.—Your Soul Garden
—Nﬁiy; The Two Hens—Aug.

Tippett, Harry M.—Personalities
Around Paul—Jan.

Tobiassen, Leif Kr.—The Reformation
Era, 1500-1650—Aug.; The Age of
the Reformation—QOct, .

Trummer, Max E.—God’s Special Care
for the Mission Field—March.

v

Vandeman, George E.—Placing Advent-
ism in a New Light—Jan.; ‘“How
Does the Other Man Think?’—Jan.;

““Not Without Honour’>—Feb.; What

Is Your Name?—Mar The Short
Campaign—March; Summarizing
Short Campaigns—April; Reading

With Discrimination—April; Personal
Acts of Worship—April; Be Positive—
May; Use of Titles—May; The Power
of Negztive Thinking—June; Could

Trust You?—June; Honest Con-
fession—June; Storytellers—June;
“TriviaP’ Preaching—July; Are ‘‘the

Writings”” Qut of Date?—July;
Intellectual Embarrassment?—Aug. ;
“Not as Man Seeth’’—Sept.

W

Wallack, Dwight S.—The Adventist Doc-
tor in My Congregation—Oct. = |
Walther, Daniel—Is ere a Relation-
ship Between Luther and Seventh-day

A£/thists?—.]une, July.

Wasemiller, E. ., M.D.—Physicians
Responsible for Souls as Well as Bodies
—Qct.

Wearner, Alonzo J.—A Consistent Wit-
ness to the End—May.

Weeks, Howard—A Guide to the Re-
ligions of America—Sept.

Weis, Carl C.—Boosting Prayer Meet-
ing Attendance—Nov,

Wellman, Thelma—Songs in the Dark
(poem)—Nov.

Weniger, Charles E.—Twelve Book

usts’’ for the Public Speaker—Feb.

Westerberg, Granger E.—Consultation
Clinic—Nov.

Weston, Helen M.—How Jesus Dealt
With Human Minds—Feb.

White, Arthur L.—The Revised and En-
larged Index to the Writings of Mrs.
E hite—M:

Wilcox, E. H—S
—April.
Williams, A. Ruby—Reaching Hearts—

ly, Aug.
Winger, Donald M.—Berean Club—
Aug.

ay.
1-Town Evangelism

A

Zwemer, Samuel M.—Secret Sins—Sept.

@ NotHING keeps one’s sanity better than gardening. . . . Perhaps the next national
conference of foreign ministers should be held in a garden and everybody should have
to do some spadework before they get ‘round a table, a little bit sweaty and a little
bit tired and in rather good humor, because I think gardening puts people in a very
good humor, makes them humane. I never knew an unpleasant gardener in my life—
DorotaYy THOMPSON, newspaper columnist, on C.B.S. Broadcast.

PEWS, PULPIT
AND CHANCEL
FURNITURE

Z

COMMUNION TABLES
PULPITS ¢ CHAIRS
ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS

ve, Colonial

DEPT. 30

‘Gothic, R

and Early American designs to
harmonize with every edifice.
Send for illustrated Catalog

Furniture for America‘s Churches
Since 1897

J. P. REDINGTON & CO.

e« SCRANTON 2, PENNA.

b 'y
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Every Layman a Medical Missionary
(Continued from page 33)

error”’ regardless of how much we like the
“sentiments that are entirely true.”

3. We should advise that except in the case of
the very young or the very old, medical mission-
aries should never treat members of the opposite
sex. There is no doubt that the human contact
in giving a massage or a foot bath, in clipping
the toenails or paring corns, is a very potent
force in relaxing the patient and winning his
heart for Jesus. But since “every church
member” is to do this work, we can always offer
to have someone else give the treatment when
we find someone of the opposite sex in need.

These are just a few suggestions to set us
thinking. May God help us to practice medical
missionary work as He has outlined it for us.

G. H. Hoenn, M.D.
Temple City, California

..... The LAST WORD in substan-
tial, convenient folding organs. Mar-
velous volume, resonance, and purity
of tone. Tropically treated. Famous
over the world for 35 years.

o\ Write for free catalog.
A. L. WHITE MFG. CO., 1902 W. Grand Ave., Chicago 22, IHl.

THE
LITTLE GIANT HOTOMATIC

GAS WATER HEATER NO. 3
Will supply all the hot water needed for
Baptistries, Church Kitchens, Rest Rooms.
Heats 450 GPH, 20° rise in temperature.
Inexpensive, too.
Write for free folder. Dept. M-24.

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.
907 7th Street Orange, Texas

GOSPEL TENTS

STEEL-CLAD TABERNACLES
“E-Z” METAL SEAT ENDS

SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, GA.
Over 50 Years in Business

STEREOPTICON SLIDES

on Songs, History, Bible and Texts.

Write your needs and terms desired to

ALBERT F. PRIEGER
312 W. Louisiana Ave. Tampa 3, Florida
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+ IN Steel or Wood

FOLDING BANQUET TABLES

hassSs.
Nom @l WRITE FOR CATALOGUE
// AND LOW DIRECT PRICES

-

'\T@\ FOLDING CHAIRS

J.P. REDINGTON & CO.

DEPT. 76 SCRANTON 2,PA.

EFFECTIVE ABVERTISING AT LOW GOST
BUMPER STRIPS

47x15”  first 100 $25.00
Each additional 100 $15.00

HYLANDALE SCREEN ART, Rockland, Wisconsin

Headquarters for -~
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES

Church Furniture + Altar

&3 Brass Goods - Vestments
S0 Hangings + Communion
Sets + Choir Robes

CATALOG ON REQUEST

Tlational g

821-23 ARCH STREEY, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

. Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear-
ing under this heading, four cents a word for each
insertion, including initials and address. Minimum
charge, one dollar for each insertion. Cash required
with order. Address The Ministry, Takoma Park, Wash-
ington 12, D.C., US.A.

BIBLES REBOUND

Old Bibles Rebound. A price, binding and style to meet every
need. Quality workmanship guaranteed. Write for price
folder. Norris Bookbinding Co., 1025 Nichols Ave., Creen-
wood, Miss, 1-12¢

CATALOG—FREE

Thousands of ‘‘Hard to Find” Theological books and sets now
in stock, Write for free catalog. Complete libraries pur-
chased. Kregel's Bookstore, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 2-12t

MINISTER’S FILING SYSTEM

Wilson Index used internationally. Satisfied users 30 years.
Inexpensive, Simplified. Small and large libraries. Maran-
atha Book Room, Box 622, North Platte, Nebraska.

*NOVELTIES”

Novelty Instruments—Sleighbells, cowbells, Chorded Cluster
Bells, Oriental Bells, Choral Concert Classes. 440A Pitch.
Terms. Evangel Bells—Michigan City, Indiana.

OBJECT TALK SUPPLIES

You Can Entertain for all occasions with our Chalk Talk Ma-
terial. Send 10 cents for our illustrated catalog. Balda Art
Service, Dept. 88, Oshkosh, Wis.
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2ud Voo

Ministers, Laymen, Bible Instructors,

Evangelists, and Young People

Owr Vewest Viswal »¥cds

BLACK LIGHT
DAY-GLO
FANTOM COLORS

—

Jet Spray—Water Colors—Chalk
that glow by day and by nighi.

Write for prices and information.
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OINTERS

TO PROGRESS

GIVING UP To perseviRE in soul winning is
TOO SOON not difficult so long as we get a

response from the person for
whom we work. But when the way gets rough and
it looks as if a decision is to be long delayed, or never
made at all, it is so easy to decide that we are wast-
ing our time. Would this person make a good Ad-
ventist anyway? Why spend our time on poor ma-
terial> Why try to build with poor timber?

Modern business reasoning might suggest that
the shepherd who loses only one sheep out of a
hundred has made a pretty good record. Excellent,
in fact. And why bother with going after the one?
It would be more economical to buy another sheep.
His time is worth more than the price of several
sheep.

God forbid that we should ever forget the value
of the individual soul. May we never be guilty of
feeling that another sheep, or ten other sheep, can
substitute for the one that is lost. What a tragedy
if in the judgment some lost soul should accuse you
or me of leaving him to die because we could raise
our goals more easily:by working with those more
quick to respond!

We call attention to the article on page 9 of this
issue, in which N. F. Brewer deals pointedly with
this matter of our work for former church mem-
bers.

And we would like to bring into sharp focus this
statement from the servant of the Lord: ‘“We are
to present the word of life to those whom we may
judge to be as hopeless subjects as if they were in
their graves. ghough they may seem to be unwilling
to hear or to receive the light of truth, without
questioning or wavering we are to do our part.”—
Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 442. (Italics supplied.)

R.A. A.

VISUAL-AID
SUGGESTION

Our evangelists are always on
the lookout for ideas to illus-
trate truth, If you did not
notice it, we would suggest you glance at the rather
unusual idea featured on pages 23 and 24 of the
Sabbath School Worker for October, 1955.

Although this illustration is designed to teach
the ministry of angels, the ingenious evangelist or
Bible instructor will be able to readily adapt it to
other subjects, such as Christ and Satan contending
for the lives of individuals, as well as other spiritual
truths. Users of black light may also get a sug-
gestion here.

In these days of spiritual ignorance we need
everything that can be legitimately used to convey
the truth to minds. It was said of Jesus, “Without
a parable spake he not unto them.” B. G.
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ENTHUSIASM  “MANy a great movement has
slowed down because it has
failed to grip the imagination and to enlist the en-
thusiasm of the rank and file.” So wrote Madame
Chiang Kai-shek in the Missionary Review of the
World some years ago.

History testifies to the truthfulness of this state-
ment. Not only have movements slowed down, but
some have died because of a lack of spiritual en-
thusiasm on the part of their adherents.

No worthy movement can grow and prosper as it
should without enthusiasm. If the Advent Move-
ment is to stir and to move the world, it must be
fired with a consecrated enthusiasm. And if the
rank and file are to be on fire for God, the ministry
must first of all be on fire.

In Prophets and Kings, page 263, we read: “In
proportion to the enthusiasm and perseverance with
which the work is carried forward, will be the
success given.” In other words, no enthusiasm, no
success; little enthusiasm, little success; much en-
thusiasm, much success.

When the disciples saw Jesus in action they
remembered it was written of Him, “The zeal of
thine house hath eaten me up.”

God grant that the ministry of the Advent Move-
ment may be set on fire anew with a holy zeal, a
divine enthusiasm for God in the finishing of His
work. A.V. 0.

SHARING  “Ler him get his ideas like I got
mine” is a philosophy so seldom
heard these days that those who hold it may be
accurately labeled a “vanishing breed.” But at times
much is still lost to the work of God by the refusal
to share one’s methods!

Moguls of the automotive industry guard their
plans with justification, for they are in competition.
But ours is a common cause. There can be no
justifiable motivation for secrecy. Heaven-sent ideas
should enjoy the widest possible circulation. Satis-
faction, not jealousy, is the portion of one who un-
selfishly shares his method with another. And praise
be to God when the resultant fruitage of another is
greater than our own.

It is in this area of human relations that character
is tested. When we pray, “Lord, bless Brother
’s meeting,” exactly what do we mean? Do
we desire that the Lord should give the other man
a little less, just as much, or much more than He
gives us? Our answer to this question determines to
a great extent our fitness for our God-given task.

E.E.C.
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