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EDITORIAL

OUR cover picture shows the Ministerial
secretaries who, as evangelistic leaders
in their respective union and local confer-
ences, are leading out in the program of
public evangelism. Guiding and inspiring
this important phase of the church’s work
requires qualified and experienced men.
In some of our overseas fields, in addition
to the division Ministerial Association sec-
retaries, union secretaries are regularly ap-
pointed to lead out in this work. Holding
Ministerial institutes, conducting field
schools of evangelism in connection with
large public campaigns, and sharing the
program with the pastor-evangelists inspires
the workers to greater urgency in proclaim-
ing the third angel’s message.

Many years ago the messenger of the
Lord wrote: “It is harder to reach the
hearts of men today than it was twenty
vears ago. The most convincing arguments
may be presented, and yet sinners seem as
far from salvation as ever.’—Evangelism,
p- 178.

If that was true in 1908, how much more
difficult is our task today. Where there was
one barrier then, today there are twenty.
This should not discourage us; it should
rather challenge us to find new ways and
devise better methods for reaching the mul-
titudes. That is why we need specialists who
can give inspiration and guidance in this
most difficult but most rewarding work.

In a few instances our ministerial secre-
taries are also carrying some other respon-
sibilities, such as radio or educational work.
But most are giving their full time to min-
isterial work, and where they do, the results
always justify the investment.

Evangelism has ever been the watchword
of the Advent Movement. This was empha-
sized anew at the recent Spring Meeting
held in Takoma Park when the union presi-
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dents of the North American Division re-
ported the soul-winning results within their
fields.

J- D. Smith of the Lake Union Confer-
ence reported that the Lake Region Confer-
ence had set for their evangelistic goal
1,000 baptisms for 1965. He reminded us
that “one of our most difficult fields for
soul winning is Wisconsin, but we are hold-
ing evangelistic campaigns all the year
round. In our union we aim to reach 3,000
baptisms this year.”

Neal C. Wilson of the Columbia Union
emphasized that all conference presidents,
institutional and departmental leaders, to-
gether with all the pastors, were mobilizing
the whole church for evangelism. They
have set as a goal for this union, 4,200
baptisms for 1965. “And we believe we shall
reach that by God’s help,” he said.

W. J. Hackett of the North Pacific Un-
ion told of one minister who gives a Bible
study right on the air in the Portland area.
This is a television program. “Eighty per
cent of the baptisms in that area have been
traced to this program,” he said. “The It Is
Written program is doing well in Alaska
right now under the leadership of G. E.
Vandeman; 162 families near Fairbanks
have expressed deep interest and are eager
for further contact.” Five or six of Alaska’s
cities are being opened to the program.

J- W. Bothe reported that the British
Columbia Conference had doubled their
baptisms last year, Alberta Conference hav-
ing done the same the year before. “We
have now succeeded in securing time on
two radio stations, airing French pro-
grams,” he said, “one in Quebec, the other
in Montreal. This we feel is a very definite
leading of the Lord.”
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F. R. Millard of the Atlantic Union told
of big plans for that area. E. E. Cleveland
of the General Conference is to be located
in New York City, on Long Island, for a
number of months, leading out in a large
evangelistic program with a field school of
35 workers. “We have a ministerial secre-
tary for our union,” he said, “and he is
carryving a big burden for evangelism in
our territorv.”

R. R. Bietz of the Pacific Union Confer-
ence, with a membership of 88,521, told
how they hoped to reach 100,000 by the
time of the 1967 workers’ meeting. “Last
year we baptized 4,257 but in 1965 we hope
to reach at least 5,000 baptisms. The South-
eastern California Conference has a tre-
mendous program with lay participation.
They have ordered 15,000 Bibles for the
project.”

L. J. Leiske of the Southern Union said
they had set their goal for 1965 at 4,500
baptisms. “Under the blessing of God we
trust that our membership will pass the
51,000 mark this year. In the first quarter
of 1964 we baptized 511; this year the num-
ber is 939. The reason? We believe it is
partly due to our program of the “Pulpit
Exchange,” which we have put on through-
out the whole union. Big things are being
undertaken in our field, and we are of good
courage.”’

Not all who spoke have been mentioned,
but the note of confidence sounded by each
was heartening.

Not long ago, with a view to encourag-
ing the soul-winning program of our pas-
tors and evangelists, the Ministerial Asso-
ciation gave special attention to those who
baptized one hundred or more during the
year, calling them Men of the Century. In
Inter-America they call them Centurions.
There were seventeen Centurions in the
West Indies Union last year. In the world
field 146 of our evangelists reached that
high objective. Together these men bap-
tized 17,701 souls! Eleven of the 146 were
right here in North America. These eleven
baptized 1,641 between them. Another en-
couraging feature was that one hundred
thirty-one evangelistic campaigns were con-
ducted in entirely new territories.

When the church moves into a strong
program of evangelism, not only do we
gain new converts, we also strengthen the
spiritual life of all our loyal members.
When we keep our preachers preaching
to the public, when public evangelism is
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kept in the forefront, results always follow.
Our greatest days for evangelism are just
ahead. May God keep our vision clear and
help us to move forward in faith.
R. A. A.

Introducing Ministerial
Assoctation Secrelaries

for North America

(1) HAROLD E. METCALF was graduated from
Washington Missionary College, now Columbia
Union College, in 1943 as a theological major.
For a few months he assisted Pastors W. Riston
and L. Coon as singing evangelist. In 1944 he
held an evangelistic series in Martinsburg, West
Virginia, baptizing 66 persons, which doubled
the membership of the church. Later he held
evangelistic meetings in Hagerstown, Maryland;
Charlestown, West Virginia; Dover, Delaware;
and elsewhere. Pastor Metcalf spent four years
as the Oregon Conference evangelist, holding
meetings in Medford, Oregon; Vancouver, Wash-
ington; and Portland, Oregon. Then he came
to the Potomac Conference where he was asso-
ciate pastor of the Sligo church, pastor-evange-
list in Wytheville, Virginia, and later Georgia-
Cumberland Conference evangelist. Pastor Met-
calf was born in Akron, Ohio. He married Mar-
jorie Gibson and they have two girls.
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EVERETT E. CUMBO was born in Washing-
ton State and was graduated from Walla Walla
College with a B.Th. in 1950. He attended the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary,
receiving his MLA. in 1951. From 1951 to 1960
he was a pastor-evangelist in the Greater New
York Conference. Then he was called to the
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference where he pas-
tored the Highland Academy church in 1960
and 1961 and was conference evangelist from
1961 to 1963. Georgia-Cumberland Conference
has been his field of labor since. Pastor Cumbo
married Meryle Peavoy in 1947. They have three
children—two girls and a boy.

(3) G. H. RAINEY is a native of the State of Vir-
ginia and a veteran of World War II, having
served two and one-half years in the Navy. He
attended Oakwood College where he received his
degree in the field of religion. Pastor Rainey
has spent the past thirteen years in public
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evangelism and has worked in such cities as
Greenville, Leland, Hollandale, Belzoni, and
Tackson in Mississippi; Richmond, Petersburg,
Norfolk, Portsmouth, Roanoke, and Lynchburg
in Virginia. He preached the Word also in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; Peekskill, New York; Hartford
and New Haven, Connecticut; and Springfield,
Massachusetts. His plans are for an evangelistic
campaign in Buffalo, New York. He married
Martha Ricks and they have three daughters.

(4) J. MALCOLM PHIPPS was born in 1930 in
Camden, New Jersey, and received his early
education in the church schools of Baltimore,
Maryland, and Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1953 he
received his B.A. degree in religion from Em-
manuel Missionary College. His ministry began
in the South Atlantic Conference and during
his first ten months of internship he assisted in
three evangelistic campaigns, working with L. E.
Daniels in Spartansburg, South Carelina; E. C.
Ward in Columbus, Georgia; and H. L. Cleve.
land in Tallahassee, Florida. Since 1954 he has
pastored districts in South Carolina, Florida,
and North Carolina. In 1961 he became confer-
ence evangelist for the South Atlantic Confer-
ence. Pastor Phipps accepted a call to the Lake
Region Conference to become secretary of evan-
gelism, which position he holds at the present
time. He and his wife, Leola, have three chil-
dren.

KENNETH J. MITTLEIDER was reared in
Idaho and attended church school in Boise and
at Gem State Academy. He was graduated with
a B.A. in Biblical languages from Walla Walla
College in 1951 and served his internship in
the Idaho Conference. For four and one-half
years he was engaged in pastoral-evangelistic
work but in 1958 he was called to the Washing-
ton Conference as conference evangelist. For
three months he and his team were lent to the
Wisconsin Conference, where they held two
campaigns in the spring of 1964. Since then
Pastor Mittleider has been union evangelist for
the North Pacific Union Conference. He mar-
ried Barbara Wagner in 1949 and they have
three sons.
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(6) J-. REYNOLDS HOFFMAN was ordained in
1946 in Shreveport, Louisiana. He interned in
Dallas-Tyler, Texas, and since then he has
served the Lord as pastor-evangelist in Monroe,
Louisizana; Little Rock, Arkansas; Shreveport,
Louisiana; Hutchinson, Kansas; Arkansas-Louisi-
ana Conference; and as director of New York
Center. Pastor Hoffman received his B.A. from
Union College, Lincoln, Nebraska, and the Di-

plome Superieure from Alliance Francaise,
Paris, France. He married Mildred Comrie
and they have a boy and a girl.

(7) ORLEY M. BERG was graduated from Pacific
Union College in 1945 and was called to care
for two small churches in California. After
field experience in four churches he attended
the Theological Seminary for further training.
His ministry included pastorates in North Holly-
wood, Los Angeles, and Lynwood, California. He
also served as religious liberty secretary of the
Southern California Conference from 1951 to
1954. The large, modern church at Jacksonville,
Florida, is a monument to Pastor’s Berg’s leader-
ship. There he saw the membership grow from
475 to 660. Along with a church building pro-
gram, an active campaign was conducted that
produced this result. More recently Pastor Berg
directed the work in Memphis, Tennessce, where
he built a new church and watched the mem-
bership grow from 164 to 330. He was for two
years a member of the General Conference Com-
mittee representing the pastoral work of the
church. He married Olive Etter in 1942 and
they have two boys and a girl.

The Ax Gets the Ax

HuMmAN pride is a universal affliction. Said the
barefoot tenant farmer being berated by his foreman,
“I've still got my pride.” To a lesser or greater
degree, so do we all. The peculiar thing about it
is, when it is least suspected, it is present. Like
deadly carbon monoxide, it is present before de-
tected, and equally fatal.

As it afflicts us, pride has a threefold expression:
(1) pride of race, (2) pride of place, (3) and
pride of grace. As to pride of race, all of Lucifer’s
praiseworthy origin will not save him now. As to
pride of place, position may not be equated with
salvation in any sense. Of pride of grace it may be
said, Two men went to the temple to pray, only
one left justified. It was not the one who prided
himself in the fact that he was not “like other
men.”

Any pride robs the Creator of His rightful
praise, for “it is he that hath made us, and not we
ourselves.” The role of the creature is to reflect
glory to his Creator. Man is but an instrument in
the hand of his Maker. He can claim no credit
for a job well done or victory won. “Shall the ax
boast itself against him that heweth therewith?”
(Isa. 10:15). This seems to me the surest way for
the “ax to get the ax.” E. E. C.
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Human Relations—

Principle, Policy

ONLY God can create a right principle.
It is man’s duty and privilege to put
principle into practice. Policies are made
by men. Policies are changeable. Principles
are eternal. It has been said, “Honesty is
the best policy.” Some practice this maxim
as a principle; others as a policy only when
convenient. From God’s viewpoint there
never is a circumstance when honesty is
just a policy. It is always a principle, for it
1s a part of divine character.

A true Christian will practice the prin-
ciple of honesty under all conditions, even
to his own hurt. An unseen defect in a
used car, if known by a prospective pur-
chaser, could cancel its sale. The seller,
aware of the defect, to his own financial
loss will make the defect known, if hon-
esty is a principle in his life. The man who
will abide in the Lord’s tabernacle and
who shall dwell in God’s holy hill is the
man, ‘“that sweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not” (Ps. 15:4).

What About Human Relations?

Right human relations is a principle. If
the Bible teaches anything it teaches this!
Jesus repeatedly declared, “Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself.” When
Christ speaks we have more than mere
words; we have a creative deed, an enact-
ment in the hearer’s heart. In His own life
these words were dynamically alive on all
occasions! If hate could be calculated in
terms of money, the ledgers of Israel’s lead-
ers would show more dollars credited to
their account under the heading “Feel-
ings against Christ because of His human
relations actions,” than of any other phase
of His work.

Jury, 1965

and Practice

Woman of Ill Repute Interrupts Banquet

See Simon the Pharisee shake his head
in disdain over Christ’s acquiescence to the
deed of a woman whose character he well
knew, as she anointed His head and feet
with tears and perfume. A woman whose
past excommunicated her from society was
received reverently and joyfully by Christ.
Read Simon’s heart as he thinks, “This
man, if he were a prophet, would have
known who and what manner of woman
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sin-
ner’ (Luke 7:39). Christ knew the
thoughts of his host, yet not for a single
moment did He waver in His actions. He
was guided by principle not policy. Her
extravagant gesture was commended, not
condemned. The true principle of human
relations never shone brighter than at that
moment. When Luke recorded this story
he added details the other evangelists
omitted. This was doubtless to impress non-
Palestinian Gentiles that some great men
did accept Churist.

Let us set the stage. A ‘house crowded
with well-dressed dignitaries; a table sump-
tuously laden with banquet delicacies; serv-
ants gleamingly outfitted for the special
occasion. . . . In the midst of this gather-
ing of religious aristocrats Mary quietly
slipped up behind Christ and performed
an act which to most people would be em-
barrassing at a picnic, let alone at a feast,
especially when the past life of the anointer
is remembered.

“Don’t Embarrass Me!”

The only thing that harmonized with
the occasion was the alabaster box. All
other details seemed incongruous. An

1%
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anointing at a feast was totally out of place
to the elite, society-trained mind. But the
most incompatible part of this scene was
the person who performed the deed. Here
was a woman with a past, with an uncov-
eted reputation. Many of those present
knew who she was and what she was. Her
very presence tainted the thinking of the
majority of the guests. Christ was seemingly
on the spot. What would He do? What
would we do? He could have whispered in
her ear, “Don’t embarrass Me! Your pres-
ence and actions will only cause Me trou-
ble. Many of these folk just won’t under-
stand. I will be severely criticized.”

How differently our Lord responded to
her loving deed. A life based on principle
not policy made the difference. Thank
God, Christ accepted her and her act of
worship. Had this episode never happened,
millions would have lost the comfort it has
inevitably brought. It is significant that all
four of the Gospel writers refer to this
deed. Note these impressive words of El-
len G. White: “Until time should be no
mote, that broken alabaster box would tell
the story of the abundant love of God for a
fallen race.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 563.

A Modern Magdalene

While conducting evangelistic meetings
in a country overseas, I had an experience
that deepened my appreciation for this
story. A young non-Christian woman was
attending the meetings every night, eagerly
learning the truth. In time we found out
to our utter amazement that she was a pro-
fessional prostitute, even practicing her
trade while attending the meetings. Preju-
dice against her was natural. Belief in
Christ’s power to change a girl so deeply
sunken in sin wavered. Could she ever, if
she were converted, make significant gains
in Christian growth? That which fortified
our hope was the story of Mary Magdalene
out of whom Christ cast seven devils—the
woman who performed the unforgettable
act at the feast in Simon’s home.

The world scoffed and some members
raised their eyebrows when this girl asked
for baptism, but when she united with the
church heaven rejoiced and those who
acted on principle rather than policy gladly
accepted her as one for whom Christ died;
one who needed and received the loving,
cleansing grace of God even as they them-
selves.

6

Love Beyond Measure

“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self,” said Jesus. Here is a principle be-
yond measurement. Conversion causes it to
be applied to self and not to the other fel-
low. Conversion demands that we act by
this principle regardless of the attitude of
others. Conversion insists that in Christ we
are brothers and sisters. There can be no
reservations or questionable deportment
such as Peter once exhibited.

“It happened like this. . . . He, Peter,
was in the habit of eating his meals with
the Gentiles. After they [the Jews] came,
however, he withdrew and ate separately
from the Gendtiles . . . out of sheer fear of
what the Jews might think. The other Jew-
ish Christians carried out a similar piece
of deception, and the force of their bad
example was so great that even Barnabas
was affected by it” (Gal. 2:12, 13, Phil-
lips).* This injudicious act brought forth
a severe rebuke from Paul, who publicly
denounced him. “Even the best of men,
if left to themselves, will err in judgment.”
—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 198.

Christ never made a mistake like this.
His crucifixion proves it. He marched for-
ward on the straight obvious line of prin-
ciple. Even though He needlessly suffered
at the hands of those He tried to help, He
would not and could not change His
course. Undoubtedly, some took advantage
of His stand, but this can never be offered
as an excuse for not taking a stand! Mar-
tin Luther’s cause was hindered by the un-
guided and uncontrolled zeal of some of his
supporters, but these unfortunate pages of
history can never be used as reason why the
Reformation should not have started.

The prejudicial barriers among humans
were broken down by Christ’s attitude and
actions. He never resorted to any display
of numbers, slogans, or outward pressure.
He simply acted on principle and expected
the same from His followers. He ate with
tax collectors and people of ill repute. He
dined with the ostracized Zacchaeus. He
was a part of, and mingled with, the hu-
man race. His eyes were blinded to caste,
creed, or color. To Him a human being was
a human being. Nothing could stop Him
from fraternizing with a person if by doing
so He could save his soul.

Jewish Church Policy

The hatred between Jews and Samari-
tans stands as one of the world monuments
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to bigotry. The only way one could tell a
Jew from a Samaritan was by his dress and
accent. Prejudice was so great between the
two groups that a Jew would avoid a Sa-
maritan as he would a leper. The mere
shadow of a Samaritan falling across the
food of a zealous Jew meant contamination;
the food would be thrown away. Isolation
from the Samaritans was standard Jewish
church policy. But Christ dared to cross
that line. “He must needs go through Sa-
maria.” Why? John tells us. The wife of five
husbands needed salvation. Christ was not
just a liberal-minded Jew. He was “the
Saviour of the world,” so said those Samari-
tans, those ostracized people. His associa-
tion with them was not motivated by gov-
ernment grants. His was the divine mission
of winning souls for the kingdom. And our
mission is the same. The policy and prac-
tice of our Lord always coincided with the
principle, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself.”

In a modern setting, the Advent Move-
ment at the recent spring meeting of the
General Conference Committee formu-
lated a policy structured on this principle.
It is now a matter of record that in one
area of human relations, the North Ameri-
can Division has laid down guidelines for
our ministry and laity. Here is the action
that was passed:

Action Taken at Spring Meeting of
the General Conference Committee

April 13, 14, 1965

Human Relations

“WHEREAS, The Seventh-day Adventist Church
in its Autumn Council of 1961 took action rededi-
cating our denomination to the basic principles con-
tained in the following representative statement by
Ellen G. White: ‘No distinction on account of na-
tionality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He
is the Maker of all mankind. All men are of one
family by creation, and all are one through re-
demption. Christ came to demolish every wall of
partition, to throw open every compartment of the
temple, that every soul may have free access to God.
. . . In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond
nor free. All are brought nigh by His precious
blood.’—Chyrist’s Object Lessons, p. 386.

“WHEREAS, It is our belief and conviction that
all persons should be given full and equal oppor-
tunity within the church to develop the knowledge
and skills needed in the building up of that church,
and that all service and positions of leadership on
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all levels of church activity should be open on the
basis of qualifications without regard to race; there-
fore,

“We recommend, That the following principles
and practices be adopted and carried out in our
churches and institutions:

“1. Membership and office in all churches and
on all levels must be available to anyone who
qualifies, without regard to race.

“2. In our educational institutions there should
be no racial bias in the employment of teachers or
other personnel nor in the admission of students.

“3. Hospitals and rest homes should make no
racial distinction in admitting patients or in mak-
ing their facilities available to physicians, interns,
residents, nurses, and administrators who meet the
professional standards of the institution.

“It is further recommended that these recom-
mendations be given very serious consideration and
that every effort be put forth to implement them
as rapidly as is consistently possible.”

We are confident that the ministers of
this division will take the lead in putting
these recommendations into practice.
When the trinity of principle, policy, and
practice speak the same language, God can
and will have His way and great will be
the spiritual results.

J-R.S.

* The New Testament in Modern Eﬁglish, ® by J. B.
Phillips 1958. Used by permission of The Macmillan Company.

“How Long?”

NATION against nation, wars and rumors of war,
and war drums throbbing their unending story of
blood mingled with tears, History is largely a tale of
man’s struggle with himself. Men have beheld the
symptoms and declared them causes. Economic in-
stability, territorial ambition, racial hatred, and rec-
iprocity are not in themselves causes of strife.
Rather, they are symptoms of a deeper ill—a sinful
nature. And so the sorry tale of “man’s inhumanity
to man” continues. The faces are different—but the
script seems boringly repetitious. A ripple of excite-
ment stirs when a new weapon is discovered that
will destroy more people. The scientists who make
them are horrified at the work of their own hands.
Why then do they continue? In order to survive?
What madness is this? Think we to survive by mul-
tiplying the means of mass destruction?

And as for the people, the war-weary people,
do they want war? Basically the answer is No.
And yet we go again and again to battle, knowing
full well that oceans of blood cannot satiate the
appetite of Mars. Indeed, we seem impelled by
powers greater than ourselves toward an Armaged-
don that we dread. We claim as our own the plea
of the prophet, “O thou sword of the Lord, how
long will it be ere thou be quiet? put up thyself
into thy scabbard, rest, and be still.” E.E.C.
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GOD Our SUFFICIENCY *

(Part 1)

H. M. TIPPETT

Book Editor, Review and Herald Publishing Association

[This message strikes at the heart of ministerial problems of today.]}

OccasioNaLLy I have
been in a small conversa-
tional group when the
ineptitude of certain
preachers or other work-
ers would be discussed,
provoking smiles and
laughter. And afterward
1 have felt condemned,
for we should not laugh
at weakness. But when
God answers by neither
Urim nor Thummim, when the Shekinah of
His glory does not fill our places of worship,
when congregations go away from Sabbath
and prayer meeting services unblessed,
angels must weep and the hosts of the evil
one rejoice.

A verger in St. Mary’s Anglican church
at Oxford said not long ago to a party of
tourists: “I've heard every sermon and ev-
ery lecture given in this church for the past
forty years, and thank God I'm a Christian
still.” As a cloistered worker in an editorial
office, I am not pretending to pose as a
mentor of preachers or preaching methods,
but I invite you to think with me about
one of the great New Testament promises
today: “And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8). :

There is wide coverage in the text, for it
is for preacher and layman alike, for book
salesmen and choir directors, for teachers
and authors, for office workers and mainte-
nance men. And let us not discount the im-
portance of maintenance men, for how
acutely the work of the church custodian
is accented on a Sabbath morning when

* Talk given to workers at Michigan Camp Meeting, 1964.

the church is cold and the baptistry isn’t
ready!

Paul again makes the promise plain when
he writes: “Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think any thing as of our-
selves; but our sufficiency is of God” (2
Cor. 3:5).

Who Is Assisting Whom?

How we need to stress more and more
the availability of God’s power in every
believer's human life to accomplish its
highest aspirations, its noblest ideals, its
deepest desires for acceptable service.

A writer of Bible lessons asked this ques-
tion: “How may we assist the Holy Spirit?”
The question seemed to me an amazing
misconception of the meaning of the Holy
Spirit in our lives. Does the Holy Spirit
need assistance? It brings up this whole
matter of where the emphasis lies in tak-
ing hold of God’s sufficiency in our work.

How often we hear believers quoting
with great confidence Ephesians 3:20:
“Now unto him that is able to do exceed-
ing abundantly above all that we ask or
think.” Almost always those who quote the
verse have in mind that God will do some
great thing for them—will bring about a
wonderful solution to their problems, or
magnify their efforts.

But the verse offers something much bet-
ter than that: “Now unto him that is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that
we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us.” We want the power
to work for us, but God wants it to work
in us.

And when God’s power works in us we
don’t care who gets the credit for the re-
sults attained. We rejoice in having had a
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part, but we are not lifted up. It is when
we get lifted up that we think in terms of
assisting the Holy Spirit instead of being a
channel through which the Holy Spirit
works 7 us for great spiritual achieve-
ments.

Self Never Qualifies

We have seen handicapped, sometimes
odd, personalities actually filled “with all
the fulness of God” (Eph. 3:19), and doing
exploits for God through His Spirit. When
God works in us, His sufficiency is working
through us and makes us more than we
are. This is more glorious than having
God do something for us.

It is one kind of experience—a happy
experience—to be able to testify “I am
glad for what the Lord has done for me.”
But it is a throne-room experience to be
able to testify with Paul: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

No matter how talented, how intellec-
tual, how gifted, a worker may be, he is
never sufficient within himself for his as-
signed duties.

If a preacher, no matter how thorough
his exegesis or how profound his delivery,
has the concept that he is doing something
for God, and has no consciousness that
God is working through him, his message
is not likely to shine with the luster of the
eternal.

Some years ago in Moody church, Chi-
cago, the late Bishop Taylor-Smith of Lon-
don was to speak at an anniversary service.
The four thousand-capacity church was
packed.

Unfortunately, the bishop had been
seized with a severe laryngitis. He was re-
luctant to attempt a sermon, but Dr. Harry
Ironside, the pastor, was insistent. As it
turned out, the people in the rear of the
church could not hear his address. It was
before the days of the loud-speaker. Only
their courtesy and the extraordinary sig-
nificance of the occasion kept them from
walking out.

At the conclusion of the service a gentle-
man made his way to the front, sought
out the bishop, and said, “Sir, 1 sat tonight
where I could hear not a word of your
sermon. But I could not escape the shine
on your face. If to believe the gospel
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means the coming of a light such as I saw
in your face, I want to confess Christ as
my Saviour.”

The evangelism of the lustrous eye and
the glowing countenance comes not only
from a knowledge of Christ but from iden-
tification with Him. When we are aware
of our own brilliance, our hearers are not
aware of God’s presence.

The Sign of Jjonah

The chief miracle of the book of Jonah
is not the story of how the prophet was
swallowed by a great fish and regurgitated
three days later on dry land, but it is the
story of how one man with a sense of di-
vine commission besieged a walled city of
hundreds of thousands of souls and
brought them to repentance.

Jesus referred to it in His own day when
He rebuked those who were looking for a
sign, and He said they would have no
greater sign than that of Jonas the prophet,
and the sign of God’s authority in Jonah’s
preaching was that the Ninevites repented.
Jesus said, “And, behold, a greater than
Jjonas is here,” “and you won’t believe.”
The sign of our authority is not seminary
training, invaluable as that is, but that
God is with us.

God is invisible and seeks manifestation
to the world in and through us whom He
made in His image.

The sinless universe speaks of His per-
fection. The wayside flower reveals some-
thing of His beauty. The world’s great
fields of grain are His mercies spread out.
The mountains reflect His majesty, the
rainbow His glory.

How wonderful is the thought that in
man, and in man alone, God reveals His
spiritual personality. And so He made
man in the express image of His person
that man, you and I, might become the
supreme manifestation of His love and
character, with Jesus His Son our great
Exemplar.

No One Can Steal It!

So unique was that creation that though
made like Him, no two of His created be-
ings are alike. Each is a unique potential
of communication to the world of what
God is like. No one can offer the witness
for Him that you can. No one can steal
your unique witness for Him.

Philip asked to see the Father. Jesus

9




said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father.” So in a lesser way Jesus wants to
reveal Himself to the world in wus.
Wouldn't it be wonderful if people could
say of us, instead of “There goes one of
those queer Advents,” “There goes a Chris-
tian if I ever saw one.”

But if there is any self-sufficiency in us,
people may never know Christ, for God
cannot shine through our self-sufficiency.

Glory all around us can be no substitute
for the heavenly character God would re-

“The Field Is the World”
(Matt. 13:38)

“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35).

Religious Population of World
World Almanac—1964

Religion World Total
Total Christian

(R. Cath.,, E. Orth., Prot.) 916,370,000
Jewish 12,867,000
Moslem 437,278,000
Zoroastrian 142,000
Shinto 59,788,000
Taoist 50,062,000
Confucian 334,549,000
Buddhist 155,265,000
Hindu 340,844,000
Primitive 2,307,481,000
Others or none 676,007,000

Seventh-day Adventist World Membership
Density—1962

North America 1 SDA to 562 population

Australasia 1 SDA to 249 “
Central Europe 1 SDA to 1,817 “
Far East 1 SDA to 2,272 «
Inter-America 1 SDA to 575 “
Middle East 1 SDA to 45,583 “

1 SDA to 2,892 “

1 SDA to 870 “

1 SDA to 21,990 «
1 SDA to 2,492 “

1 SDA to 353 “

Northern Europe
South America
Southern Asia
Southern Europe
Trans-Africa

No church has faced so great a challenge
To offer so vital a message
To reach so great a population
In so little time,

Jesus said: “My meat is . . . to finish his work”
(John 4:34).
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veal through us. We may surround our-
selves with all the methodology of modern
evangelism, black light and white Bibles,
trained musicians and an electronic file-
card system, publicaddress systems and
good public relations—none of these nor
all put together can suffice for the one
thing needful—God speaking through us.

You understand I am not downgrading
the intelligent application of every device
that gives impact to our message “Be ye
reconciled to God.” I am only saying what
you very well know—that gadgetry can-
not be a substitute for God’s promised
sufficiency.

What’s Your Problem?

Paul says that our sufficiency is of God.

Sufficient for what?

Do we as workers have problems? Goals
seemingly impossible to meet? Proper
houses of worship for the believers under
our care? Troublemakers in the congre-
gation? Quarrels in families? Drifters and
backsliders on the church roster?

Yes, the list of burdens on our doorstep
1s a long one.

But what is our greatest problem? Our
greatest burden? Our greatest handicap?
Our most wearisome struggle? The prime
cause of all our other burdens?

Is it not SIN?

With sin in our own hearts and prac-
tices, God’s sufficiency cannot reach
through to heal the problems.

An intellectual Hindu student once
asked Dr. Webster White of India what
difference it made how one got to the sec-
ond story of a house, whether to walk up
the stairway, take the elevator, or climb
an outside ladder to an uEstairs window.
He was trying to prove that any of the
Eastern religions is as good as Christianity.

Dr. White was stumped for a minute.
Then the answer flashed upon him. He
said: “In getting to the second floor there
is only one problem and that is to over-
come gravity. And to overcome gravity it
takes a power greater than gravity. Grav-
ity is like sin in the life. Everybody is sub-
ject to its law. But only in God, the Author
of gravity, is found the power to overcome
it. God sent His Son into the world that
whosoever believed in Him might have
the power of the upward life. There are
many ways of overcoming gravity, but only
one of overcoming sin.”

(To be continued)
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Chairs

What Are You Looking For?

HERE is a general human tendency,

when a decision in fundamental ques-
tions is to be taken, to give primary consid-
eration to secondary factors. The result is
that the secondary consideration takes the
place of the most essential, and often,
eternal loss is the final result. Men are not
moved to inquire: What is my duty? What
does God ask me to do? but, What will my
friends or my neighbors think of me?

The preacher of experience is ac-
quainted with the traps laid by the enemy
and is prepared to face most situations.
But the young, inexperienced preacher
may be distressed at times when he dis-
covers the human weakness of putting
man first and God last. Only a personal,
profound conviction of divine realities can
sustain him. Only by looking to him who
is invisible can he remain firm and be able
to say the right words at the right time.
Jesus assured His disciples that the Holy
Spirit would bring to their minds the right
things to say in time of need. In order to
encourage our younger fellow workers in
particular, I will recall here a personal
experience, showing how God is near to
the inexperienced to help them in their
time of difficulty.

Years ago, on entering the ministry, I
was sent to Torino, in Italy. It was a city
of 600,000 inhabitants at that time. There
was no Adventist church and only two
church members. In my effort to establish
contacts I did some door-to-door work. I
had very few addresses but nevertheless I
tried to find people who might be inter-
ested in Bible studies. Having no church
and no rented hall, the committee had
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or

Truth?

G. CUPERTINO

Secretary, Ministerial Association
Southern European Division

rented an apartment, where I was asked to
live in one room. Another room with only
fourteen chairs was used as a meeting
place for the few interested people who
came once a week. When the conference
president visited me for the first time, he
said: “You are lucky.” Then opening his
Bible he read 2 Kings 4:10: “Let us make
a little chamber, I pray thee, . . . and let
us set for him there a bed, and a table,
and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall
be, when he cometh to us, that he shall
turn in thither.” Curiously enough, in
that room where I lived there was just a
bed, a table, a stool, and one electric
lamp! This experience, when the hardness
of the task obliged me to rely solely on
the only One who could understand and
help me, is among the brightest memories
I have of the past. I am relating it in order
to help any young worker who may find
himself in such a situation.

Among the few families I visited there
was one that had started to have Bible
studies, though still attending another
Protestant church of about two hundred
members meeting in a large temple. As
the study of the Bible progressed, the lady,
well-to-do and of aristocratic Russian ori-
gin, after a careful discussion in which the
Bible had been given as the only source of
truth, said: “Sir, I am impressed by the
method you Adventists follow. After every
question you open the Bible and then the
answer comes: ‘Thus saith the Lord.” And
if I had to state right now which church

11



bases its message on the Bible, I would
without hesitation say, the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, and I am almost tempted
to say that I would like to join your
church. But——" Evidently embarrassed,
she stopped.

Only 20 Chairs!

After a long pause, there I was with
this little word “but” hanging in the air
like a bridge in our conversation that
could not be crossed. Then, in answer to
my silent prayer, I was impressed to ask:
“Please tell us frankly the difficulty facing
you in joining the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.” I waited for the answer as nerv-
ously as any young preacher would have
done. And the answer came. She said:
“You know, Mr. Cupertino, a. friend of
mine is acquainted with you, and I was
told that as a meeting place in this town
you have a simple room with only twenty
chairs.” She seemed so sad while saying
these words and stopped right there, let-
ting me draw the natural conclusion. How
can you have confidence in a movement
that is represented by only twenty chairs?

Then the thing happened! Like a flash
across my mind came the answer, not the
fruit of wisdom, but a revelation from
above. It was the help given to a young
worker in distress by an angel. Calmly I
answered: “Yes, you are almost right. In
this town we have just a room for our
meeting place, but I think your informa-
tion about our chairs is not exactly right.
If I have counted correctly, we have only
a total of fourteen chairs! But, you see
madame, the important point is not the
number of chairs, but the truth that you
seem to be trying to find! The important
question you have to settle before all
others is this: What are you looking for?
Chairs or truth? If you are only looking
for a larger number of chairs, then you
will have to go elsewhere than to the Prot-
estant church you habitually attend. They
have only two hundred chairs! And you
should also bypass the largest Protestant
church in this town. It has only a thousand
seats! And even the Catholic cathedral it-
self would not satisfy your quest for chairs.
Possibly they have only five thousand seats.
Maybe the principal theater in town with
its ten thousand seats could satisfy vour
craving, but I believe the great sports
stadium would impress you more. However,
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may I appeal to you and ask you again:
What are you really looking for—chairs or
eternal life?”

Stones by the Ton

That woman’s concern is common to so
many people today. The number of sup-
porters of an idea is far more important
than the idea itself. Alas! for too many the
packaging seems to have more importance
than the merchandise. The external ap-
pearance rather than the internal value
of things is of primary importance. As
preachers of truth, we must untiringly re-
mind our fellow travelers of the truth of
this simple observation: Really precious
things are rare in this world. Ordinary
stones can be found by the ton, every-
where, but real jewels are difficult to
gather. You can also have iron by the ton,
but pure gold is measured by the ounce.
Men without principle can be found at
any street corner, but men of integrity
who act upon conviction and with a pure
conscience are seldom found! So it is our
duty and privilege to underscore the really
important things of life and discard the
secondary. Jesus came, disregarding many
things that were esteemed of high value
in His time, and gave His approbation to
the matters of real moment.

Superficial Appearance or Reality?

We may learn something from observ-
ing the lives of men. Never do we see a
man pitying himself for being the only one
to possess some certain privilege. The rich-
est man in town is not disturbed by being
the only one with such possessions. A man
who is at the head, who is humanly power-
ful, is not distressed to find himself alone
with his privileges. A beautiful person is
not distressed by this nor does a runner
regret being the winner and arriving alone
at the end of the race. So, according to hu-
man values, men and women prefer to be
among the privileged few at the top. But,
strange to say, when some revelation of
eternal value is made only a few rejoice
in the truth, as when the Ethiopian was
baptized by Philip or Lydia was baptized
by Paul and Silas. The majority discard
the thing of value and give their attention
to what the world will say about them.
When the man found the hidden treasure
he was not at all disturbed at finding him-
self alone in his discovery. He knew what

(Continued on page 40)
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Conference on African Trends

Are Missionaries Still
Wanted in Africa?

C. T. ]. HYDE

Secretary, Church Development and Radio-TV, Trans-Africa Division

NOT only is it fashionable to have con-
ferences in Africa today but it is neces-
sary. Africa is changing so rapidly that
without such contacts it is impossible for
any one man or group of men to know
“What Israel ought to do.”

This conference on African trends has
grown out of a necessity to sit down to-
gether with our leading African workers
and discuss mutual problems in the light
of our rapidly changing world.

In deciding who should attend the con-
ference, careful consideration to these
questions was given: How broad should be
the representation? Should delegates come
from the ministry only, or from teachers
and other workers and some specially suit-
able laymen also? The year-end division
committee considered these questions and
it was decided that the conference would
be called immediately following the divi-
sion committee meeting in November, so
that the full committee would be present
as delegates, which, of course, includes all
union presidents and one African field pres-
ident from each of our unions. To this
were added all the senior African work-
ers who were attending the current lead-
ership course at Solusi College, most of
whom were ministers, although some were
teachers and secretary-treasurers. In addi-
tion, several leading Africans of good edu-
cation were also invited, such as those who
had graduated from the first and second
college courses at Solusi and who were
holding union departmental positions. Sev-
eral knowledgeable laymen were also in-
vited.

The editor of the Sentinel Publishing
House, the editor of the East African Pub-
lishing House, principals of training
schools, union educational secretaries, pres-
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idents of the local conferences of the South
African Union Conference, and also all
who were on the Solusi staff were invited,
if not as conference delegates, as observ-
ers. The visitors from the General Confer-
ence were: K. H. Emmerson, an associate
treasurer, and M. E. Loewen, secretary of
the Religious Liberty Department. K.
Fleck, secretary-treasurer of the Central Eu-
ropean Division was also present. Sabbath
school classes were conducted in ten differ-
ent languages which shows the breadth of
representation at the conference, but there.
was no translation of any other part of the
conference. English was the lingua franca
used by all the delegates, which in itself
speaks of a great advance in worker train-
lng.
Time and Place

The conference was held from Novem-
ber 22-27 at Solusi, the first mission station
opened among unsaved peoples in 1894,
It was named after Solusi, the local chief.
Solusi is now Solusi College and is a senior
college for this division. The facilities there
were the best that could be found in this
central area of our division, including a
fine church in which to hold the confer-
ence.

Hot Issues—Cool Heads

The papers read covered topics vital to
the work of God in Africa today. The first
was “The Advent Message Cannot Change.”
However, our way of presenting it should.
Next our division president, R. H. Pierson,
re-emphasized the necessity to keep our
work evangelistic in all its phases. The divi-
sion secretary then considered the following
question: “Are we keeping pace with politi-
cal trends?” Another was “How can we
maintain good relationships with the new
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In His Footsteps
ESTHER PURSLEY

“I walked today where Jesus walked”—

The words kept ringing o’er and d'er

As I trod the paths that He had gone,
And went by Jordar’s shore.

I saw this river held so dear—
The place where Jesus was baptized.
There came a message sweet to me,
A message to be prized:

’Tis good to walk in Jesus’ paths
In Bible lands so honored here;

"Tis better still to follow Him
Each day with trust and cheer.

AL O GE L

African governments?” “The Place of the
Missionary in Africa Today” was a lively
issue, as was also “Is the African Church
Bearing Its Share of the Financial Burden?”
Such subjects sparked lively, protracted dis-
cussion periods, and while some questions
needed tactful answers, never was an issue
dodged. Frankness was the rule of the con-

ference, but always tempered with Chris-

tian courtesy.

One subject, “Our Relationship to Labor
Unions,” was very timely for our organiza-
tions face this very question today. The
advice given in the papers was from first-
hand experience with several critical situa-
tions that had been resolved with much
prayer and the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
“Education,” “Islam and  Resurgent
Heathenism,” “The Pastoral Care of the
Churches,” and “The Improvement of Our
Church Services” rounded out the wide
range of topics. The papers read will be
kept for future reference, and the earnest
discussions will be long remembered as
each worker returns to face again, but this
time with new confidence, the problems of
modern Africa.

Ever Welcome

You may ask, “Was the conference a suc-
cess?” And the answer is, “Yes, without
doubt the conference was a success.” Those
of us who attended are sure that the results
of this getting together and talking
through the new problems and the new
facets of present-day Africa has resulted in
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a stronger bond of unity between the work-
ers of the Trans-Africa Division whether in-
digenous or expatriate workers. If you
could have heard the one speech made by
an African pastor from the Republic of
South Africa, telling how much he appre-
ciated his European brethren, and how as
conditions had changed in South Africa
the relationship between workers had ac-
tually improved, you would have realized
that the Spirit of Christ prevailed. He
closed his speech by saying, “We are deter-
mined to stand shoulder to shoulder to
finish the Lord’s work in our land.” It cost
considerable money to prepare for this con-
ference, but it has been money well spent,
and the results of the fresh vision found at
the conference will prove it so.

Again and again throughout the confer-
ence it was emphasized by our African
workers that they still need the missionaries
in Africa and that they hoped the mission-
aries could be with them until the Lord
comes. Yes, there is a place for missionaries
in Africa today. There is a crying need for
more missionaries, missionaries whose hearts
are one with Christ and one with any man
whatever his race or color, missionaries who
have had special training for special jobs,
men who have specialized and who can
train our African workers to do the Lord’s
work in the most efficient manner possible.

So let not our young people in the home-
lands, nor our leaders overseas, give cre-
dence to the thought that missionaries are
no longer needed or required or wanted in
Africa. Until the work is finished in Nai-
robi, Dar es Salaam, Johannesburg, Cape
Town, Pretoria, Elisabethville, and Leo-
poldville, the Adventists in Washington,
London, New York, Los Angeles, and Ber-
lin cannot go into the kingdom of heaven.
Our work is a worldwide work and we must
go to every nation, kindred, tongue, and
people, and as a people we must keep and
expand our international spirit, and our
worldwide outlook.

The conference on African trends was a
great conference and an important mile-
stone in the history of our missionary pro-
gram. Those who attended felt the pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit and went back to
the task of evangelizing Africa with re-
newed courage and confidence.

—— et ——

The picture of Christ is developed in the dark-
room of prayer.
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Love’s Quest—

Spiritual degeneracy and its solution illustrated in the story
of a prophet and a prostitute.

(Part 1)

CHARLES O. SMITH

Retired Minister, College Place, Washington

HAT shall 1 do unto thee?” No, this is

not a distraught father, crying out in
perplexity over his wayward son. It is God
Himself appealing to His people. Thus the
prophet Hosea sees the Lord’s great prob-
lem because of Israel’s stubborn perverse-
ness.

Hosea, the first book of the Minor Proph-
ets, may appropriately be called God’s love
letter to His people. The book is a loving
appeal, offering forgiveness and salvation
to a nation plunging headlong into sin and
impending destruction. Of all the writers
of Holy Scripture none has succeeded so
well as Hosea, with the one exception of
John, the beloved apostle, in delineating
the character of our loving heavenly Father.
God is portrayed as the ardent lover of His
people. He longs earnestly for their love in
return. “What shall I do unto thee?” (Hosea
6:4), He implores. What more could God
do to prove His love? Why were they so
perverse? their response so weak and half-
hearted? And then, when in spite of all
His efforts to save them, Israel’s multi-
plied sins and crimes, with murder follow-
ing murder (Hosea 4:2), call to high
heaven for retribution, God’s love tri-
umphs over justice, and He cries out of
the depths of a broken heart, “How shall
I give thee up?” (Hosea 11:8). The book
concludes with a most earnest appeal to
His people to return to Him, pledging,
“I will heal their backsliding, I will love
them f{reely” (Hosea 14:4).

Domestic Troubles Bring Triumph

Who is Hosea? Why did God choose
him as His penman for this impassioned
appeal? What experience did he have that
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enabled him to get such an insight into
God’s character? What, indeed, could give
him an appreciation of the depths of di-
vine love? He had no opportunity to see
God’s love demonstrated in the life of His
Son Jesus, as John the Beloved was privi-
leged to do. Hosea lived in the eighth cen-
tury B.C. No, Hosea caught the vision of
his loving heavenly Father in the cruel
experience of years of domestic trouble,
which the Lord, by His grace, enabled
him to endure, even to triumph over.

Evidently about the time Hosea began
his ministry, he married a young woman
named Gomer. A child of her times, Gomer
was so tainted with the false philosophy of
the nature-fertility cult, known as Baal wor-
ship, that she soon fell into the corru}l)t
ways of her associates, and proved utterly
unfaithful to her husband. Although they
were blessed with three children, two boys,
and a girl, neither her husband nor her
children could bind Gomer to her home.
The prophet’s deeply religious character is
indicated by his giving his children names
with meanings significant of God’s dealings
with Israel. It is conceivable that his wife
was already unfaithful to him when the last
two children were born, for their names
mean “Not having obtained mercy” and
“Not my people” (Hosea 1:6, 9, margin).
In speaking to them, however, Hosea seems
to have omitted the negatives, and to have
lovingly called them “Mercy” and “My peo-
ple” (Hosea 2:1, margin).

Love Is a Gift

Gomer became so dissolute and unre-
sponsive to the loving pleas of her husband
that rather than listen she snapped petu-




lantly, “T will go after my lovers, that give
me my bread and my water, my wool and
my flax, mine oil and my drink” (Hosea
2:5). In her infatuation she was applying
to her lovers what the Baal worshipers
chanted in honor of their gods, utterly for-
getful of the fact that all these blessings
come from God (verse 8). Nothing Hosea
could do could hold her back. She left a
brokenhearted husband. Later, when he
heard that she had fallen so low as to be
sold as a slave, his love impelled him to go
to the market and buy her back (Hosea
3:2). In her dissolute, wanton condition it
was utterly impossible for him to reinstate
her to the full privileges of wifehood, but
in spite of this he promised that after a
probationary period (suggestive of the cap-
tivity of Israel) he would do so, if only she
would abjure her evil ways and return to
him in heart (verse 3).

Then it came to him. He caught a vision
of God’s love. He saw that the love he had
for Gomer was really not his own. God had
put it in his heart. Had it not been for
God’s grace he would have repudiated her
utterly. Surely if ever a man had grounds
for divorce, Hosea had. The natural man
would have taken advantage gladly of the
provision made through Moses that such a
marriage relationship might be terminated
(Deut. 24:1). But Hosea’s love would not
accept such a solution. He loved Gomer.
He could not give her up. He must go and
buy her back. Now he could see God’s hand
in it all. God had allowed him to marry her
and have this terrible experience (Hosea
1:2). Was this really so? Could it be true?
If so, why? Yes, God had permitted it that
Hosea might enter into God’s experience
of suffering. The natural heart revolts at
such a thought. Still God was bestowing
upon Hosea His highest honor—"the fel-
lowship of his sufferings” (Phil. 3:10). One
has well said: “Of all the gifts that heaven
can bestow upon men, fellowship with
Christ in His sufferings is the most weighty
trust and the highest honor.”—The Minis-
try of Healing, p. 478.

Now the prophet could see God’s prob-
lem with His people. He could appreciate
the perplexity of love. Israel, God’s cove-
nanted, peculiar people, had forsaken Him

utterly. The ten tribes, forming the king-
dom of Israel, had fallen hopelessly into
idolatry. Beginning by worshiping the
golden calves set up in the name of Jeho-
vah by Jeroboam, their first king, they had
become inextricably entangled with Baal
worship. While ostensibly worshiping God,
keeping up the forms of true religion, they
had forsaken His moral law entirely. Lack-
ing knowledge of God, they lost sight of His
truth, and became so given over to utter
depravity that crime followed crime in
vapid succession. Note the strong words of
denunciation: “There is no truth, nor
mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land.
By swearing, and lying, and killing, and
stealing, and committing adultery, they
break out and blood toucheth blood
[“murder follows murder,” R.S.V.[" (Hlo-
sea 4:1, 2).

God in a Quandary!

Such a condition called for retribution.
But God’s heart of love went out to His
people. He appealed to them most lovingly
to listen. “What shall I do unto thee>” He
questions. What more could God do to in-
voke their love in response? All His bless-
ings they attributed to nature, and hon-
ored their nature gods. Even Judah, the
southern kingdom, with Jerusalem as the
capital, although not given over to idola-
try to such an extent, was guilty also of
worshiping God formally, without true
heart service. Addressing Israel as Ephraim,
the leading tribe of the northern king
dom, making His appeal to all twelve tribes
by including Judah, the southern kingdom,
God cries out: “O Ephraim, what shall I do
unto thee? O Judah, what shall I do unto
thee? for your goodness is as a morning
cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away”
(Hosea 6:4). What a thought! God in a
quandary! Were Israel’s sins too great> Was
God powerless to deal with them? No, in-
deed. It should be noted it was not their
sins, but their goodness that posed such a
problem. Sins are serious. It was sin that
took Christ’s life. “But where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound” (Rom. 5:
20). Sins as scarlet as Israel’s could be
washed white as snow, but what can God
do with our goodness: All our righteous-

HELP!
To say, “I'm not good enough for God,” is to sigh, “I'm too sick to go to the
hospital.”
DAVID A. REDDING in The Miracles of Chrisi.
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ness is compared in the Scriptures to “filthy
rags” (Isa. 64:6). Israel’s goodness, like
morning clouds and sparkling dew, was
pleasant to behold. It gave promise of re-
freshing moisture, but quickly vanished
away. Their response to God’s love was
empty form. They offered sacrifices and
doubtless sang songs of praise to Jehovah,
but their hearts were not in their worship.
In heart they worshiped Baal. They were
pagans, worshiping nature, not nature’s
God. Consequently God could say: “I have
written to him the great things of my law,
but they were counted as a strange thing”
(Hosea 8:12).

History Repeated

Centuries later when our Lord trod the
streets of Jerusalem the religious condi-
tions were practically the same. It is true
that the outward worship of idols was no
longer a problem after the return from
captivity, but worship had become so for-
mal that the substance of true religion was
almost entirely missing. When Jesus was
condemned by the Pharisees for eating
with publicans and sinners, He answered
that it is the sick who need a physician,
not those who are well. Then pointing His
accusers to this passage in Hosea, in the
Scriptures they claimed to know so fully,
He said: “Go ye and learn what that
meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacri-
fice” (Matt. 9:13). Instead of a piety that
failed to meet the challenge of the day, that
vanished like the dew before the morming
sun, the Lord called for sincere religion.
The complete verse from which he quoted
is: “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice;
and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings” (Hosea 6:6). Love and the
knowledge of God, rather than formal reli-
gion, is what God requires.

Formal Love Inadequate

On another occasion when the Pharisees
accosted Jesus, accusing His disciples of
Sabbathbreaking because they plucked
some grain to eat as they walked through
the fields, Jesus reproved the self-righteous
critics, charging them with failure to un-
derstand the Scriptures. “If ye had known
what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and
not sacrifice,” He said, “ye would not have
condemned the guiltless” (Matt. 12:7).
Undoubtedly, this was a favorite text of
our Lord’s. So much of His teaching is bug
an enlargement of the thought expressed
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here. His great Sermon on the Mount, in
which He set forth the principles of His
kingdom, concludes with the warning:
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 7:21).
Not formal worship, but genuine love for
God manifested in obedience to His com-
mands, is the gift of true religion.

When Hosea wrote, ancient Israel was
in a time of crisis. They faced annihilation
at the hands of the Assyrians. Before the
end of the century the ten tribes were car-
ried away into captivity, never to return
as a nation. The Jews at the time of Christ’s
earthly ministry likewise faced a crisis.
Holding to the forms of religion, they per-
sistently refused to walk in the light of
God’s Word, and consequently rejected
their Saviour, denying and crucitying Him.
Thus, having driven God’s Holy Spirit
from them, they were left defenseless be-
fore the enemy. In A.p. 70 the Temple was
destroyed and the nation scattered.

Must We, Too, Perish?

Like Israel, we, too, face judgment. Time
is quickly running out. Like them, instead
of facing up to the challenge and turning
to God with true repentance, we rely upon
religion, while our hearts go after our idols.
According to the latest census, two thirds
of the people of our nation are members
of some religious body. Still the increase of
crime more than matches our population
growth! What must be the anguish of heart
of our Lord and Saviour as He sees us who
take His name holding to formal religion,
while denying Him a place in our hearts!
Unrequited love must still fill heaven with
deep perplexity. What more can God do?
Must we, like ancient Israel, continue to
be guilty of spiritual adultery, and go down
to ruin? Listen, and one can hear Love
pleading earnestly: “What shall I do unto
thee?”

“Who is wise, and he shall understand
these things? prudent, and he shall know
them? for the ways of the Lord are right,
and the just shall walk in them: but the
transgressors shall fall therein” (Hosea
14:9).

(To be continued)

There is one discouraging thing about the rules
of success—they won’t work unless you do.
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‘“Whatsoever
He Saith . . . Do”’

R. C. WILLIAMS

Ministerial Association Secretary, North Philippine Union Mission

ROM time to time this movement has
witnessed some rather unfortunate,
costly, and embarrassing actions on the
part of workers called to labor for the sal-
vation of perishing souls. Sad, but true,
there have been occasions when a worker
has seemed to appoint himself as a one-
man committee to test and question the
right or the wisdom of the God-ordained
body to request his services in another ter-
ritory. There have been cases where a min-
ister has attempted to be successful
through belittling the man who preceded
him. Still other tragedies have resulted
from a worker’s “don’t care” attitude in
dealing with the members. This is often
due to a poor philosophy that one will be
moved again in two years or less so why be
careful concerning worker-member rela-
tionships.

While we thank God that these unfor-
tunate experiences do not occur often, yet
their occurrence at all is disappointing
and should not happen in this movement.
Surely the heart of the Lord is pierced and
the courts of heaven hushed whenever di-
vision, selfishness, or an uncooperative
spirit are manifested within His church on
earth. A mixed front is presented to the
world, the cause of soul winning is de-
layed, and often funds are expended un-
necessarily when one takes upon himself
the responsibility given to the appointed
committee.

We certainly would not want to leave
the impression upon our readers that the
individual person concerned in a commit
tee action should have no say as to where
he goes or the type of work he does. A
committee composed of converted, conse-
crated, understanding, and sympathetic
men will take into account not only the
needs of the task at hand but also the
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needs of the worker and his family under
consideration. The cause of God flourishes
under a cooperative spirit on the part of
both committee and worker concerned.

Let us now direct our attention to some
very basic and vital principles which
should be frankly and seriously considered
when a call comes through a committee
that has given prayerful study to the needs
of the work within a given territory.

First—Calls come through committees.
Committees are largely made up of men
chosen because of their knowledge of the
work and its needs. God works through
committees. Solomon wrote, “Where no
counsel is, the people fall: but in the mul-
titude of counsellors there is safety” (Prov.
11:14).

Through the Holy Spirit, God gives wis-
dom to sincere men as they meet to make
decisions regarding the work of the church.
Long ago the servant of the Lord wrote,
“I have been shown that no man’s judg-
ment should be surrendered to the judg-
ment of any one man. But when the judg-
ment of the General Conference, which is
the highest authority that God has upon
the earth, is exercised, private independ-
ence and private judgment must not be
maintained, but be surrendered.”—Testi-
monies, vol. 3, p. 492. No doubt this move-
ment would reap a more abundant harvest
if all who are on its payrolls would be-
lieve that God speaks through committees.
Is a committee infallible? No, but neither
is the man who is called. While the com-
mittee is made up of human beings who
have their weaknesses and individual sins
to overcome, it is much more logical to see
how God’s voice could be heard through
a group of praying men rather than by a
solitary voice.

So let us establish this first and most im-
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portant fact that God speaks through com-
mittees. Therefore, every consecrated
worker will desire to accept God’s call and
serve in whatever sector of the vineyard
He appoints.

Second—Accepting a call to a new re-
sponsibility should be loocked upon as a
challenge. It should be a challenge to join
hands with divine and human agencies to
advance the work in that new area of labor.
A true worker will never attempt to be
successful in the eyes of the brethren by
degrading, criticizing, or casting any re-
flection on the one who preceded him. Be-
littling another fellow worker, his meth-
ods, his decisions, and the fruitage of his
sincere endeavors accomplishes nothing
but evil for this movement and gives evi-
dence of a narrow, selfish, and bigoted
mind on the part of the one who indulges
in such a low and questionable trade. Note
carefully the following statement: "“There
are some who point to others’ faults and
failures to direct attention from their own,
or to gain credit for great zeal for God
and the church.”—Ibid., vol. 5, p. 59.

A Spirit-filled minister accepts the new
assignment as a challenge to growth. He
will support his predecessor in his honest
endeavors, knowing that no two men think
and work alike. When it comes to any ob-
vious mistake or errors committed, the new
leader will be kind, sympathetic, and un-
derstanding, recognizing that “if he sees the
mistakes and faults of others, he will be
responsible before God . . . if he does not
set a better example.”"—Ibid., vol. 4, p. 650.

The dedicated worker will pray, study,
plan, and work to bring about honest
growth of the church in his appointed
place. His concern is not for self. He seeks
no moment for comparison with another.
He exalts Christ and lives to serve man-
kind in such a way that the Master can one
day say, “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant” (Matt. 25:21).

Third—A call to service is a life calling.
Every appointment should be accepted and
entered upon with an attitude that “I may
be laboring in this section of the vineyard
until Jesus comes. Therefore, 1 will pre-
pare the ground, sow the seed, water, cul-
tivate, weed, dress, prune, and harvest it,
knowing that I may be the last workman
to labor in this place before the coming of
the Lord.”

No man should accept a call and go to a
new field with the idea that it makes no dif-
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ference how he relates himself to the breth-
ren or the world, since the committee will
move him again in a year or two. This
philosophy is both dangerous and disas-
trous. It results in a weak program, and
souls are lost that might otherwise have
been garnered for the Lord.

So let every worker labor in each assign-
ment as if he would be there until Jesus
returns. In so doing he will be more careful
in his relationships with the members, for
he may live and work with them until the
end of time. He will be more thorough in
his program of soul winning, for there may
be no other reaper sent to that field.

Fourth—The ministerial calling is the
highest calling given by God to man. Note
these words: “There must be no belittling
of the gospel ministry. No enterprise should
be so conducted as to cause the ministry of
the word to be looked upon as an inferior
matter. It is not so. Those who belittle the
ministry are belittling Christ. The highest
of all work is ministry in its various lnes,
and . . . there is no work more blessed of
God than that of the gospel minister.”—
Ibid., vol. 6, p. 411.

Brethren, ours is a high, yes, the highest
calling God gives to mortals. To be a medi-
cal worker, businessman, or any other pro-
fession may be noble, but the noblest and
most blessed of all is that of the ministry.

In the past and even today there have
been some who labored with somewhat of
an inferiority complex, feeling that the
ministry was not so respected a calling as
some other lines. True, it has not been so
respected as it should, but who has not re-
spected 1t? It is man who has failed to recog-
nize its high place.

Perhaps some of us are a bit responsible
for the attitude some brethren have had
toward the ministry. We may even be re-
sponsible for some of our youth turning
away from this calling to other lines of en-
deavor. It may be they have not heard from
us or seen in us a true manifestation of our
high calling.

Paul said, “They glorified God in me”
(Gal. 1:24). Is it not time for every minister
in this cause to live so the same words can
be said of us? More seasons of prayer, a
larger spirit of service, and an earnest de-
sire to see the work finished in this genera-
tion should characterize the attitudes and
labors of every Seventh-day Adventist min-
ister.

(Continued on page 40)
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“Hope for Today”

F.E.D. Evangelistic Visual Aid Program

“Such methods will be used more and more in this closing work.”—Evangelism, p. 205.

ONE of the most remarkable advances in
the area of evangelistic visual aids for
laymen and ministers has been and is tak-
ing place in the Far Eastern Division. What
started out to be a simple production of
filmstrips for laymen's use has now devel-
oped into a diversified program of evange-
listic materials available at most inexpen-
sive prices for the field. The majority of
ministers in this division, along with thou-
sands of laymen, have in their possession a
complete set of equipment. The president
of one of the Indonesian unions credits the
Hope for Today program as being instru-
mental in helping to win the 800 souls bap-
tized in one year.

Determination Brings Results

H. E. McClure, former division home
missionary secretary and currently secre-
tary of the Sabbath school department, has
coordinated the entire project. Failure
would have been branded on this venture if
it had been in the hands of a man with less
determination. His untiring efforts coupled
with those of V. M. Hansen, owner-director
of Global Church Films, La Sierra, Cali-
fornia, have resulted in the production of
28 doctrinal and 30 song filmstrips. In qual-
ity and price they are second to none.

The total enterprise includes filmstrips,
scripts, projectors, Bible study cards, slide
binders, battery units for power supply, and
tracts. The projector, produced by the Mi-
nolta Camera Company of Japan, comes
with a 100-watt bulb available 1n any volt-
age from 100 to 240 volts. The quality lens
makes it possible to throw a large bright
picture on the screen. I have personally
used one with an audience of more than
600 people with most acceptable results. In
an area without electricity the battery unit
or a standard bicycle generator enables the
operator to obtain maximum brightness
with a minimum of bicycle pedaling.
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Complete printed scripts in various lan-
guages accompany the filmstrips. It is
strongly recommended that the Bible study
cards be used at the end of each presenta-
tion. There is a set of cards for each of the
twenty-eight lessons. Each unit has thirteen
cards. T'welve are questions and the thir-
teenth is the instructor’s outline. The ques-
tion deals with the subject of the evening.
Following this, a tract covering the same
subject is left with the student. In effect,
the seeker for truth receives a triple but
varied dose of the subject under consider-
ation. The thoroughness of this approach
is unexcelled.

Joint Venture

The entire undertaking involved the
home missionary departments and Minis-
terial Associations of the division. This
joint experiment was completed in record
time. One significant feature is the adapt-
ing of the scripts and pictures to the non-
Christian mind. The pictures originate
from each country where the program is
being used. Thus a Korean sees our mes-
sage in a Korean setting and not in an
American one. The importance of this pro-
cedure is understood better when one real-
izes that the masses generally associate
Christianity with Western culture. This as-
sociation militates against Christianity in
areas where antiwestern feelings run high.

The filmstrips are reproduced from Ko-
dachrome masters. Each strip contains ap-
proximately thirty-five double frames with
an average of twenty of them being Bible
texts and titles. They are available in the
following twelve languages and dialects:
Korean, Japanese, Chinese, English, Taga-
log, Ilokano, Cebuan, Ilongot, Malay (Ro-
manized), Indonesian, Vietnamese, and
Thai. Special arrangements have been
made for this material (except English) to
be sold any place in the world field.
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In quality and price they are second to none.

H. E. McClure

Project would have been failure if in the hands
of man with less determination.

The song strips are available for nine of
the twelve languages. The entire set con-
sists of approximately one hundred and
twenty-five slides illustrating thirty gospel
songs.

Tape Recordings

The latest development is tape record-
ings that match the Hope for Today slides.
Appropriate music begins and ends each
program. Thirty minutes is the approxi-
mate plaving time. If this plan is used, it
is strongly recommended that the Bible
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study cards and tracts be used at the end
as mentioned previously.

Many sections of the world field have
shown an interest in the Hope for Today
program. Thousands of projectors have
been scattered around the world and where
usable, the film- and song strips have been
ordered. T. M. Ashlock, ministerial and
home missionary secretary of the Trans-
Atfrica Division, saw the possibilities of this
plan for his area. Filmstrips are now being
produced in several African languages. It
1s a relatively simple procedure to follow
the same format by merely using the local
national language and pictures in place of
Asian ones. Thus in a short time this ef-
fective evangelistic aid can be adapted to
any section of the world field. For further
information write to the home missionary
department of the Far Eastern Division.

J-R.S.

Ellen G. White commenting on the
visnal aids developed and used by one
of onr successful evangelists said:

“I am pleased with the manner in
which our brother has used his ingenuity
and tact in providing suitable illustra-
‘tions for the subjects presented—repre-
sentations that have a cenvincing power.
Such methods will be used more and more
in this clesing work.”—Evangelism, p.
203.
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“Baptize Men

ALL MINISTERS should
take seriously the com-
mand of the Lord when
He said: “Go forth
therefore and make all
nations my disciples;
baptize men everywhere
in the name of the Fa-
ther and the Son and
the Holy Spirit” (Matt.
28:19, N.E.B.).*

The Lord meant what
He said, as recorded in this scripture. And
it should be a source of courage and in-
spiration to us when we see this command
being obeyed.

We may sometimes get the idea that our
work consists of something other than mak-
ing disciples and baptizing them. It is easy
to forget the conclusions of the apostles
concerning their own responsibilities as ex-
pressed in these words: “ ‘It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word
of God to serve tables’” (Acts 6:2, R.S.V.).
This inspired conclusion made it possible
for them to carry the gospel to all the
world in that generation. Perhaps when
we get the same idea the gospel will again
be carried to all the world in a generation.

Many Ministers Troubled

When we carry the gospel faithfully
there is power in it to make disciples. What
are we to do with them when we have
made them? Jesus said that they were to be
baptized. I would like us to think of these
questions: Who is to be baptized? When
are they to be baptized? Why should they
be baptized?

I know that many ministers are troubled
by these questions. Sometimes when the re-
ports of baptisms come to us, giving the
totals of baptisms for each minister, we
begin to hear such comments as: “I won-
der how many of them were children?”
or “My, he must have baptized them in a
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Lverywhere”

W. K. MANSKER

Conference Evangelist, lowa

hurry.” After listening to many such com-
ments I have come to the conclusion that
they do not so much express envy, as they
seem to, but rather reveal a mind trou-
bled about the very questions of Who?
When? Why?

All of us, I am sure, know of and believe
in such statements as: ‘“There is need of a
more thorough preparation on the part of
candidates for baptism,” and the statement
that there is not to be “undue haste” in
baptizing candidates. However, 1 submit
that not one in a hundred ministers has
settled, even to his own satisfaction, just
what these statements mean.

For instance, one minister declared that
he would not even consider baptizing a
child before that child was twelve years of
age. Another minister was equally positive
that he would not baptize anyone until
that person had attended Sabbath services
for at least six weeks. Another said that
he personally would not baptize anyone
who had been using tobacco until that per-
son had gone for at least a month without
the use of tobacco. Such statements would
never be made unless some were troubled
about the matter. Rather than certainty
they indicate just the opposite. But such
statements can find no support at all in
either the Bible or the Spirit of Prophecy.

Baptized After Midnight

In the record of the New Testament
we find an interesting incident that may
have a bearing on the matter under dis-
cussion. The team of Paul and Silas went
to hold meetings in Philippi. They knew
that the message they brought was not too
popular, but they preached it anyway.
Soon they were in jail. Midnight found these
two warriors of the cross singing hymns of
praise and praying to God. Suddenly there
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was an earthquake. The angel of the Lord
came and loosed the bonds of Paul and
Silas, and they were free!

According to the prison rules of that day
any jailer who let prisoners escape had to
forfeit his own life. The jailer, thinking
that the prisoners had escaped, started to
kill himself. Paul cried out to him, “Do
thyself no harm: for we are all here.” The
jailer was so moved by what had hap-
pened that he wanted to know for himself
what it was that these men preached. He
listened as they taught him the gospel. He
accepted it as they taught. He was bap-
tized that very night. Think of this: Bible
studies began after midnight, and the
whole family was baptized before morn-
ing. There are some today who would not
rejoice at such a report. The record says the
church back there “rejoiced.”

As 1 think of this thrilling story 1 can-
not help wondering whether all the chil-
dren were twelve or older. What a help
it would be to me if I knew the answer to
that question. Some are so determined that
a child should not be baptized until he is
old enough to understand what baptism
really means. We all know that in the Ad-
ventist Church it is a point of doctrine
that we do not baptize infants. What is an
infant? My lexicon tells me that an infant
is “a suckling babe, baby, young child, lit-
tle one.” My dictionary tells me that an
infant may be ““a person under the legal
age of responsibility.” In the older English
of the days of our King James translation
an infant was “ a young child—NOT YET
SPEAKING.”

James White and Baptism

There comes to my mind an incident
in the early Advent Church (you may read
about this in Pioneer Stories of the Second
Advent Message, by Arthur Spalding). In
a certain church in Maine a group of ten
or twelve children wished to be baptized.
They urged their parents and the church
leaders to have a minister come and bap-
tize them. The whole church did their very
best to discourage them. The children did
not give up, and finally some of the par-
ents wrote and asked James White to come
and baptize the children. The church
members were surprised at the report that
the children were to be baptized and said,
“What does Mr. White think these babies
can tell of their experience?”

However, James White was not any
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more discouraged than the children had
been. He examined the children, who
ranged in age from seven to fifteen years,
decided that they were prepared for bap-
tism, and proceeded to administer the rite,
That this fearless young minister, who at
that time numbered his yearly converts by
the scores, should baptize these children
just to swell the number is nonsense. He
baptized these children for two reasons:
First, he felt that God had called him to
administer that rite; second, he was sure
the children were ready to receive it.

Who Judges What?

Let us think for a moment of the ques-
tion Who should be baptized? To begin
with, if we preach as we should, people will
come under the conviction that they should
be baptized. After Philip had studied with
the eunuch, the eunuch asked, “What
doth hinder me to be baptized?” This man
had learned of the gospel. He had accepted
it. He wanted to be baptized.

The prerequisites for baptism as set
forth in the Bible are very clear and very
simple. They are: 1. That they be taught,
2. That they believe. 3. That they repent.
1 would like to point out that the only one
of these in which my human mind is able
to enter into judgment is the first one. I
can judge whether a man has been taught.
I must take the man’s word as to whether
he believes or whether he has repented.

Now as to that first one, in which I can
judge a little, the Bible requirement is that
they be taught. It does not say for a week,
for a month, for a year, or for a day. It is
just that they be taught. In the case of the
eunuch, Philip had been with him only a
short time when the question was asked,
“Look, here is some water; is there any
reason why I should not be baptized now?”

Let us recall the time when Peter was
called to the house of Cornelius. He did
not want to go, but he went. Peter recog-
nized the leading of God in the matter,
and arriving at the house of Cornelius, he
began to preach the gospel. Now, before
Peter finished that sermon he gave orders
that these people should be baptized. Acts
10:47, N.E.B., says, “Then Peter spoke;
‘Is anyone prepared to withhold the water
for baptism from these persons, who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we did our-
selves?” Then he ordered them to be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ.” *

What Peter did, in this case, was called
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into question down at the conference of-
fice. Peter went to explain what had hap-
pened, and added an interesting footnote
when he said, * “Who was I to think that
I could hinder the working of God?”
(Acts 11:17, Phillips).

Why was it necessary to baptize these
people? They had already believed. They
had already repented. God was already
leading them by His Holy Spirit. Since this
is so, let’s be sure of them and wait until
next autumn or next spring, or something
or other. After all, these people have been
pagans for many years. If we are in too big a
hurry about this they may slip back into
some of their old pagan practices. Bap-
tism, you know, is not salvation. When we
begin to think in this way, it might be
well for us to remember the words of
Peter: “Who was I to think that I could
hinder the working of God.”

It seems, at times, that we do not attach
the importance to baptism that the early
church did. When the men who listened
to Peter’s Spirit-filled preaching on the
day of Pentecost came under conviction of
sin, and asked how they might be free of
the terrible load of condemnation, they got
a straightforward answer: “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”
(Acts 2:38). These men were under an
intolerable burden of sin. They wanted out
from under it. They could not bear it.
What did the apostles do? They baptized
them that very day.

Some ministers are like the timid young
man who is very much in love but at the
same time very fearful of the responsibili-
ties of marriage. His fondest dream is to
be united with the young woman of his
choice. He is willing, but the thought of
the responsibility of a family fills his timid
heart with dread. So our fondest dream as
ministers, is that we might baptize people
by the score, but we are plagued with the
vision of the responsibility. What ques-
tions come into mind? Is this one ready?
Is that one old enough? What will the
church members sav? What will my fellow
ministers say? Can I really know that they
will continue on and be faithful? How
can 1 know what to do?

The trouble is that we often take the
responsibilities of God into our own
hands. We try to read hearts when the
Lord has told us plainly that we cannot do
this. How can anyone know who is going
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to continue on and be faithful to the end?
You do not even know that of yourself.
You have to pray to God every day about
that. We are told that some of our bright-
est lights will go out. When this happens
will we then search the records to see who
baptized them, so that we may fix the
blame?

We ministers are sometimes inconsis-
tent. We will compass land and sea, miss
food and rest, and leave our families alone
that we might make a disciple. Having
made one, we will then dilly-dally around
about the baptism until they lose interest.
It is not that we do not want to do the
right thing. We just haven’t decided what
the right thing is. We are fearful of being
midwife at the spiritual birth for fear that
the newborn Christian might have a de-
formed experience.

Our Goal Is Souls Baptized

In my opinion, every minister ought to
have a personal goal of baptizing every
unbaptized soul he meets. He ought to let
them know that this is his goal, that he de-
sires to do this for their own good, and that
baptism is one of the steps to the kingdom.

Who should be baptized? Anyone who is
taught, who believes, and who repents.
When should they be baptized? Any time
that the above goals have been realized.
Why should they be baptized? Because it
is one of the requirements that Christ has
set at the door of His church. People must
be baptized. “He has made this a positive
condition with which all must comply who
wish to be acknowledged as under the au-
thority of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit."—Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 91. T read
also in Testimonies, volume 4, page 40:
“You are required to repent, believe, and
be baptized.”

Sometimes it is good to re-examine our
reason for being ministers, our real work.
OQur call from God is to make disciples
and baptize them. It is good if the unbap-
tized think about baptismm when they see
us. They ought to feel that we are in
earnest about their salvation. We ministers
ought to reveal by our burning zeal that
we long for every unbaptized person to be
buried with Christ in baptism.

* The New English _Bible, New Testament. @ The Dele-
gates of the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of the
Cambridge University Press 1961.

F From The New Testament in Modern English, ® by
J. B. Phillips 1958. Used by permission of The Macmillan
Company.
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Have YOU Tried One?

TAYLOR G. BUNCH

Retired Minister, Si. Helena, California

BecAUsE of its great im-
portance we must not
forget the action of the
Autumn Council of the
General Conference un-
der the heading, “Prayer
and Revival:

“WaEereass, The mes-
senger of the Lord de-
clares that, ‘Before the
final visitation of God’s
judgments upon the
earth, there will be, among the people of
the Lord, such a revival of primitive god-
liness as has not been witnessed since apos-
tolic times. The Spirit and power of God
will be poured out upon His children.'—
The Great Controversy, p. 464. And that,
‘Prayer is the breath of the soul. It is the
secret of spiritual power. No other means
of grace can be substituted, and the health
of the soul be preserved.—Gospel Work-
ers, pp. 254, 255, and

“Wrnereas, The witness of the apostles
was a demonsiration of the power of
prayer in the lives of fully surrendered
men and women; therefore

“We recommend. 1. That our churches
everywhere be encouraged to enter more
earnestly into an experience of prayerful
intercession for a revival of true godliness.
2. That our ministers and church leaders
be urged to lay plans for the conducting of
Schools of Prayer in our churches follow-
ing the lines suggested in the October,
1964, issue of THE MiNistrY, and that
where possible, use be made of the out-
lined counsels of the Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy presented in the small spe-
cially prepared handbook Communion
With God.” (See Review and Herald, No-
vember 26, 1964.)

In response to this appeal, Schools of
Prayer have been and are being conducted
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in different parts of the world, with very
encouraging results. In some mission fields
there is unusual enthusiasm for these.
Schools of Prayer are helping to make
erstwhile backward peoples conscious of
the place and power of prayer in their
lives. In cooperation with the conference
and pastors of churches, a small group of
workers in California have conducted
these schools in six different churches, and
at a regional camp meeting, and are plan-
ning others for the near future. Most of
these are conducted in a series of six serv-
1ces of one hour and a half on Wednesday
nights, or beginning on Sabbath afternoon
and closing Thursday night. In the last
session, however, a new plan was followed,
revealing advantages that should not be
overlooked.

Doubles the Attendance

In the new plan the time of the Sabbath
morning church service is chosen so that
more can be present, and, in fact, it more
than doubles the attendance. In order to
provide the time needed for the varied
teatures of the School of Prayer, including
the sermon and the group and panel dis-
cussion, the Sabbath school period is re-
duced to one hour during the six Sabbaths
so that the session can begin at 10:45 and
continue till 12:13 if necessary. Of course,
nothing should ever be allowed to inter-
fere with a full thirty-minute period of
the Sabbath school lesson study.

The impact of a School of Praver can
never be known in this life. Only eternity
will reveal the full results of this plan. Of
deep concern to those conducting these
schools has been the discovery that far too
many are neglecting their private devo-
tions. This is well stated in Steps to Christ,
page 98: “We should pray in the family
circle; and above all we must not neglect
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VIEWPOINT

Your comments and constructive criticisms are
invited. Whether it be praise or disapproval, our only re-
quirement is that it be done in_ the framework of a Chris-
tian spirit. All items under this heading reflect the per-
sonal views of the respective writers and not necessaril
those of this journal or the denomination at large.——EmTost

[Note:

“I have just been looking over the suggested
budget as it appears in the March issue of the
MINISTRY on page 53. The introductory para-
graph on the suggested budget indicates that it was
prepared by an accountant at the General Confer-
ence office. No doubt in many ways this is an ex-
cellent budget and the man who follows it would
do very well indeed. However, it does not seem
possible to me that the ministry of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church could possibly take seriously the
suggestion that only 5 per cent above the tithe
should be dedicated to offerings. In this day in
which we are continually calling upon our people

for additional sacrifices, surely the ministry should
be leading the way.

“Let me illustrate what this would mean. The
Sabbath school has been for some years asking for
at least 3 per cent of the income for missions. Now
at the recent Fall Council the brethren have re-
quested us to increase that amount by another
50 per cent. Practically every church today hopes
for another 2 per cent for church expense and
church operating. These two items alone use up the
5 per cent allotted in this suggested budget. Obvi-
ously, this leaves nothing for the scores of purpose-
ful worth-while calls that we make upon our
churches for giving. For example: there is the Sab-
bath school expense, along with the many mission
offerings that are requested during the church serv-
ice. There is the Week of Sacrifice, Missions
Extension Fund, and the many local church offer-
ings such as the church school, not to mention the
special building projects in which so many of our
churches are involved at the present time.

“I am wondering if it is entirely desirable for
us to suggest to our pastors that they should be
satisfied with giving to the Lord only 15 per cent of
their income (10 per cent tithe and 5 per cent for
other offerings) in a day when we believe that the
Lord is coming very scon and that we must do
everything we can to hasten that coming. I certainly
do not wish to be critical of the MINISTRY maga-
zine, but I do feel that we must sound the note to
our ministry to lead the way in sacrifice if we are
to expect our church members to respond.

C. R. FRENCH
H. M. Department Secretary
Nebraska Conference
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secret prayer; for this is the life of the soul.
It is mmpossible for the soul to flourish
while prayer is neglected. Family or pub-
lic prayer alone is not sufficient. In solitude
let the soul be laid open to the inspectin
eye of God. Secret prayer is to be hear
only by the prayer-hearing God.” The testi-
monies of those who have been awakened
to the seriousness of their past neglect and
the reformations that have come as the re-
sult are very encouraging.

The Autumn Council resolution urges
that our prayers be centered on earnest
intercession for the visitation of the Holy
Spirit in a revival of true godliness. This
will bring the refreshing showers of the
early and latter rains, which will quickly
“finish the work, and cut it short in right-
eousness.”

Blessings Still Continue

In some churches where Schools of
Prayer were conducted more than two
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years ago, from six to twelve prayer groups
of from five to fifteen members were
formed and are still meeting each week,
and all gladly testify to the wonderful re-
sults of the new devotional program in
their lives. The entire church recognizes
the spiritual changes that permeated the
entire body. How wonderful it would be
if these things could take place in all our
churches throughout the world. Every
member should carefully and prayerfully
read the chapter in Selected Messages,
book 1, pages 121-128, entitled “Calls for
Revival,” the opening statement of which
reads: “A revival of true godliness among
us is the greatest and most urgent of all
our needs. To seek this should be our first
work.”

———— - ———

CORRECTION

On page 17 paragraph 3 of the May issue of this journal
“‘eight per cent” should read “‘eighty per cent.”
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A Perennial Program of
Fvangelism

({Concluded)

Training and Motivation

CHARLES H. BETZ

Church and Development Secretary, Washington Conference

Asgep what is the great-
est single need in his
church, the average pas-
tor would probably say,
“Consecrated, compe-
tent, dedicated, and de-
pendable adult leaders.”
So often we see leader-
ship of an inferior qual-
ity in our churches be-
cause no one else is avail-
able. There is abundant
leadership material in our churches, but it
has not been brought under the rule of
Christ and dedicated to the service of the
church. The church is thus crippled. Why
the hesitancy, the reticence on the part of
so large a segment of our membership
when asked to make a soul-winning visit,
teach a Sabbath school class, or give a Bi-
ble study? People know that church leader-
ship and soul winning demand certain
skills, and being afraid of failure, they de-
mur. People like to do things they can do
well, but they tend to avoid tasks in which
they might fail. All their lives our people
listen while we speak. But “preaching is
not teaching and listening is not learning.”

The Static Level

Are adults doomed to remain on a static
level simply because they are adults and
have completed their formal education? As
leaders in the church of God we have an
inescapable responsibility for training our
people for effective, efficient service. It was
the intent of Christ that His church should
not only be a center for worship, Bible
study, and fellowship, but that it should be
a training center for organized evangelism.
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Whitefield or Wesley?

We are told that one reason why Paul
was so successful in building great evange-
listic churches was because he took time to
teach and train the members for acceptable
service. He gathered his converts into
schools of training and sent them out and
“all they which dwelt in Asia heard the
word of the Lord.” This record would have
been impossible had Paul depended on his
preaching alone. It is generally agreed that
Whitefield was a greater preacher than
Jobn Wesley. But Wesley organized his lay-
men into societies and trained them. It has
been Wesley’s work that has lasted.

Was It Time Wasted?

What was the method Jesus used?> What
was His basic approach to the task of win-
ning a lost, hostile world? Three words
summarize His strategy. They are enlist,
train, and send. Jesus was the prince of
preachers. He was the greatest leader of all
time; but His method was enlisting and
training men, and sending them to enlist,
train, and send others.

A careful study of the synoptics and Gos-
pel of John reveals many gaps in chronol-
ogy. Jesus and the disciples seemed to dis-
appear for weeks at a time. Where were
they? He was teaching His disciples, train-
ing for effective service. Four such with-
drawals from His Galilean ministry are re-
corded. A waste of time, some might say.
He might have held many more evangelis-
tic meetings in place of these training ses-
sions. But in a few years there were thou-
sands giving His message. Jerusalem was
filled with evangelists; they “went every
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where preaching the word.” “Christ in-
tends that His ministers shall be educators
of the church in gospel work. They are to
teach the people how to seek and save the
lost.” “To neglect this work is surely to in-
vite spiritual feebleness and decay.”—The
Desive of Ages, p. 825.

Every recruit into our armed services re-
ceives intensive basic training before he is
sent to the battlefields. How many of our
new members are we training for service in
the army of the Lord? ““The strength of an
army is measured largely by the efficiency
of the men in the ranks. A wise general
instructs his officers to train every soldier
for active service. He seeks to develop the
highest efficiency.”—Christian Service, p.
74. Have we as responsible leaders of God’s
remnant people seriously undertaken the
task of training our members in the “how”
of soul winning® How many of our
churches have a consistent program of
training where adults learn skills in soul
winning and church leadership? Are we
developing strong personal workers? There
is a need for Christian competency as well
as consecration. The apostle said, “Neg-
lect not the gift that is in thee.” If we are
to follow the New Testament pattern we
must place a new emphasis on this facet of
church life.

Sporadic Training

Our denominational leaders have pro-
vided some excellent materials for train-
ing. Perhaps the most consistent efforts in
this regard have been for our children and
youth in their progressive classwork and
Master Guide program. Our Sabbath
school workers now have available some
fine training material. Also, at hand are
training courses in home nursing and nu-
trition. “Lift Him Up” and “Training
Light Bearers” provided by the Home Mis-
sionary Department are two excellent
training courses in soul winning. But not-
withstanding this good material, training
opportunities for our members throughout
the field are very few. In some churches
years go by before a single training course
is offered. The problem, as I see it, is that
the whole area of training is left up to the
decision of the pastor or the leaders of the
various departments in our churches. If the
pastor or the leader of a given department
happens to sense the need of training, it
may be offered. Sometimes the members re-
quest training and 1t 1s provided, if it fits
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the schedule. Then, there is the problem of
securing a proper balance. The pastor may
sense the need for training in health and
nutrition and neglect other vital areas.
This is not true in other parts of church
life. A consistent program of Bible study
is not left up to the whim of the pastor or
Sabbath school superintendent. There is a
special place provided in our schedule for
this most important function. Why should
we not do the same for training? There is
no place in our church year where training
is specified, and no department committed
to its promotion. Are we not instructed by
the Lord that “every church should be a
training school for Christian workers”?
(tbid., p. 59).
The Tail Again?

Other denominational groups have
forged ahead and are seriously undertaking
this responsibility. Southern Baptists have
a department to foster this vital part of
church life. More than one million South-
ern Baptists meet every Sunday evening at
six-thirty for Training Union. “The . . .
Training Union is recognized . . . as the
church program for training church mem-
bers. It 1s an essential part of the total edu-
cational program of the church. The aim
is training for church membership. No
other department has this distinctive aim,”
declares J. E. Lambdin. The denomination
has more than one hundred study courses
available in nineteen categories. A graded
series of diplomas is offered upon comple-
tion of specified books.

A careful study of the chapter entitled
“The Church a Training Center” in Ghris-
tian Service, emphasizes four general areas
in which we should provide training. They
ave: the upbuilding of the church, evange-
lism, Sabbath school, and health and wel-
fare. Within each of these categories there
is room for a vast training program. In the
general area of “upbuilding of the church”
we could provide training courses in
church leadership, church administration,
church policy, church music, missions,
youth leadership, recreational leadership,
and stewardship. Under the category of
evangelism we might add to our two pres-
ent courses, additional courses, such as the
ministry of visitation, how to witness, how
o lead a soul to Christ, personal soul win-
ning, and lay preaching. In addition to the
fine materials now available for training
in our Sabbath school, we might offer
courses in how to conduct branch Sabbath
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schools, using the Sabbath school in evan-
gelism, and better Vacation Bible Schools.

Plan for It!

What can the pastor do, then, to fulfill
his training ministry? First, he must make
room for it in his plans for the year. He
could plan a training schedule, including
all four areas mentioned above during a
year. No matter how earnestly the pastor
works at enlisting and assigning missionary
tasks to his people, he cannot hope to build
a perennial program of evangelism with-
out a parallel program of training. Train-
ing makes enlistment and assignment much
easler.

In the fall, concurrent with my lay evan-
gelistic thrust through the Sabbath school,
I conduct a ten-week class called The Soul-
winning Clinic. This is conducted one hour
before sundown on Sabbath afternoon. Em-
phasis is given to such subjects as how to
glve Blble studies, evanoehstic visitation,
witnessing, and securing decisions. After
the first of the year another class could be
conducted in some area of church leader-
ship; then a third class may be offered in
Sabbath school training, and this may be
followed by training in home nursing,
cookery, or some phase of health and wel-
fare work. Thus, during the year the pas-
tor can touch on the four areas mentioned
by the servant of the Lord. Obviously, the
pastor could not teach all of these himself.
1 have always the evangelistic training
classes; but, there are usually competent,
able laymen who can give instruction in
most areas of church life and work. One of
the elders could be made superintendent of
training and be placed in charge of the
training program, with responsibility of co-
ordination and carrying forward a balanced
yearly program. After a training course it is
well to have a commencement and present
certificates. A banquet at the end of the
year for all of those who won certificates
during the year also helps to stimulate in-
terest.

Inspire Interest

Now, a word about motivation. How can
we motivate our people to join training
classes, to visit, to give Bible studies, and
to win souls? We must admit that this is
not within our province. Motivation is the
work of the Holy Spirit. Only God can
move a man or woman to do loving service.
But how can I cooperate with the Spirit in
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His work of motivating our people to leave
the “cult of the comfortable” and join the
bank of unselfish workers? First, I can pray.
“Pray yve therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth labourers into his
harvest” (Matt. 9:38). Pray for one at a
time—your elders, your Sabbath school
teachers, your deacons—then enlist them.
It is marvelous what this kind of prayer
will accomplish.

Second, I can give my example. You will
not develop soul winners unless you are
one. It is caught more than it is taught. If
the pastor is steeped in warmth and con-
cern, if his soul and will are saturated with
the evangel, his spirit will work as leaven
through the entire church.

Third, I can preach. Through “the fool-
ishness of preaching” we can bring the im-
perative of the gospel commission home to
the minds of the people. They must first
be convinced in their minds before they
will believe in their hearts. We must keep
soul winning—its responsibilities and its
joys—before the people. Repetition of an
idea tends to bring permanency of convic
tion. Fourth, 1 can glve recognition. Give
honor to whom honor is due. Recognition
of work well done, both of groups and in-
dividuals, is a motivating factor. Reports
to the entire church of outstanding ac-
complishments in soul-winning activity by
a Sabbath school class tend to build en-
thusiasm and a pride of belonging. Visita-
tion statistics reported in the church bulle-
tin also help.

All we have said in this series of articles
in regard to organizing, enlisting, training,
and assigning for a perennial progTam of
evangelism is not intended in any sense to
downgrade evangelistic preaching in the
regular evangehstlc series. Public evange-
lism is “the cutting edge of the harvest.”
The promise of public meetings gives focus
and impetus to lay visitation.

Preach, Pray, Train, Do It!

We enlist our people and organize them
for Ingathering—and this is about the only
time our people are ever thoroughly or-
ganized for any task—then six months
later we may engage in public evangelism.
But as Gaines Dobbins declares,

“Evangelism, properly conceived, is not
the. occasional concern of a church, but
its continuous concern. Sin and death take
no holiday. If the church has the one rem-

(Continued on page 40)
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Spirituality

and

D. A. DELAFIELD

Associate Secretary
Ellen G. White Estate, Incorporated

In THE year 1900 Ellen
G. White wrote with a
touch of sadness about
the “influence of . . .
older church members”
who failed to practice
the truth and whose in-
fluence, she said, would
certainly “leaven those
newly come to the faith”
(Testimonies, vol. 6, p.
371).

With a note of pathos, the servant of God
observed the painful relationship existing
between spirituality in the church and
church statistics. Here is her affirmation:

The Lord does not now work to bring many souls
into the truth, because of the church members who
have never been converted and those who were
once converted but who have backslidden. What in-
fluence would these unconsecrated members have
on new converts? Would they not make of no effect
the God-given message which His people are to
bearr—Ibid.

In the light of the foregoing statement
pastors will see that blame for meager
baptism statistics lies not alone at the cold
and sinful doors of the world, but at the
doors of the church too. In the very next
paragraph of the statement concerned, the
servant of the Lord called upon all to “ex-
amine their own practices,” to correct those
habits that were unjurious to themselves,
detrimental to the babes in the faith, and
that would prove calamitous to new con-
verts if indeed new converts could find
their way into the churches under these
circumstances.

“Vast Amount of Rubbish”

The volume 6 testimony written at the
turn of the century represented the repeti-
tion of counsel written by Ellen G. White
earlier in the year 1876. In volume 4, page
68, she spoke realistically of the “vast
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amount of rubbish brought forward by pro-
fessed believers in Christ, which blocks up
the way to the cross.” Then she added an
observation that explains why baptisms are
possible at all, in some places. “Notwith-
standing all this,” she declared, “there are
some who are so deeply convicted that they
will come through every discouragement
and will surmount every obstacle in order
to gain the truth.” But she added, “Had
the believers in the truth purified cheir
minds by obeying it, had they felt the im-
portance of knowledge and of refinement
of manners in Christ’s work, where one soul
has been saved there might have been
twenty.”—Ibid.

The foregoing suggests that the lack of
“refinement of manners in Christ’s work”
had proved to be a deterrent to success in
winning souls. In Testimonies, volume 4,
pages 237, 238 the writer described Breth-
ren | and G who were standing directly
in the way of the advancement of the work
of God in the place where they resided.
These men were “in special danger of los-
ing eternal life,” she declared. She spoke of
the tent meeting that was held in this
community and where “hundreds were
convicted of the truth; but God knew the
material of which that church was com-
posed. If souls came out into the truth,
there were none to nourish and cherish
them, and to lead them along to an elevated
life.” What a tragic situation!

Quarrel With the Angels

The servant of the Lord then referred to
Brother I who had “an envious, faultfind-
ing, jealous spirit.” Because of his sins
this man was cast out of the church, and
Mrs. White did not encourage the believ-
ers to invite him to unite with them again,
for she explained, “With the spirit he now
has, he would quarrel even with the angels
of God. He would wish to rule and dictate
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the work of the angels. No such spirit can
enter heaven.”

As I read these alarming exposés, the
reasons behind our failures in evangelism,
I wrembled for the church of God and for
my own soul. Here are startling facts to
conjure with. Am I a stumbling block or a
steppingstone in the great program of
evangelism?

The servant of God declared with divine
insight: “A holy God will not bring out
souls to the truth to come under such an
influence as has existed in the church. Our
heavenly father is too wise to bring souls
into the truth to be molded by the influ-
ence of these men who are unconsecrated
in heart and life. These men are not in
harmony with the truth. They are not in
union with the body, but are drawing oft
from the church. They are working at cross
purposes with those whom God is using to
bring souls into the truth.”—Ibid., p. 238.

A Revival and Reformation

We ministers know that there are
churches here and there among Seventh-
day Adventists in the midst of which there
are disgruntled spirits, critical, faultfind-
ing, and unhappy. The local church seems
to have been leavened by this spirit. This
is sometimes true, particularly of smaller
churches where unfortunately everybody
seems to know everybody else’s business.
Because it is impossible for the pastor to
bestow upon the many churches under his
care all the attention that they need, this
spirit seems to multiply. How can God work
to unite new believers with churches like
these when this spirit is in the ascendancy?
He will not do this.

Is it not right that we should take to our
churches everywhere these alarming ex-
planations of failure on our part to win
souls, invite our members to participate in
a revival and reformation of life and take
serious inventory and stock of the situa-
tion?

There will be some who will want to use
these testimonies as a club to hammer the
critics in the church. So-called reformers
will use these testimonies as ammunition
for their own guns, and blast the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. All of these things
notwithstanding, as pastors we must faith-
fully face the facts. We must invite our
people to ask the question, Am I standing
in the way of the Lord’s work? If we are,
we should take the roadblocks out of the
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King’s highway and make plain, straight
paths for the Lord to work and perform
miracles.

We have yet to see in our evangelistic
work a repetition of Pentecost on a world-
wide scale. Whatever interferes with that
work must be removed, and it is our busi-
ness to see that it is removed.

The Layman Views
the Pastor

1. Intreduction: “Great Expectations”

II. The layman expects his pastor to be available.
1. For meeting our personal needs.
2. For meeting our church needs.
3. For meeting our community needs.

II1. The layman expects his pastor to have knowl-
edge.

1. Essential theological knowledge.

2. Essential knowledge of human behavior.

3, Essential business knowledge.

IV. The layman expects his pastor to be skillful.
1. Skiliful in sermon delivery.
2. Skiliful in evangelistic techniques.
3. Skillful in church organization.

V. The layman expects his pastor to be ethical.
1. Ethical in his personal behavior.
2. Ethical in his speech.
3. Ethical in his interpersonal relationships.
4. Ethical in his loyalty to organization.
5. Ethical in his personal finances.
6. Ethical in his family life.

VI. The layman expects his pastor to have high
spiritual values.
1. Consecration.
2. Dedication.

VII. Summary—The layman expects his pastor to

have—

. The meekness of Moses.

. The forthrightness of Peter.

. The profound thinking of Paul.

The wisdom of Solomon.

The fearlessness of Joshua.

The vision of John.

. The love and compassion of the tender
Shepherd.

. Gen. 17:1. “The Lord appeared to Abram,
and said unto him, . . . walk before me, and
BE THOU PERFECT.”

C. E. DUDLEY
South Central Conference

P N U

[+ 2]
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Healing to Save

(Part 1)

LUCILE JOY SMALL, R.N.

Christian Medical College, Vellore, South India

The Science of True Medical Missionary Work

OUR medical ministry can become a more
effective means of saving souls. Egbert
and others have reported a study which re-
vealed that a group of patients who were
visited by their anesthetist the night before
surgery with information regarding what
to expect in the way of pain and discom-
fort after the surgery required only half
the amount of analgesia in the postopera-
tive period, and were ready to be discharged
from the hospital on an average of two
days earlier than were the control group
observed in the study.®

Another study by Dr. Egbert and his as-
sociates compares a preoperative visit by
the anesthetist with the effect of phenobar-
bital as a preanesthetic medication. The
patients who received this visit “inform-
ing them about the events which were to oc-
cur on the day of operation and about the
anesthetic to be administered were not
drowsy but were more likely to be calm on
the day of the operation.” *

A news report in a discussion of “The
Placebo Effect” reveals that “current esti-
mates indicate some 50%, to 809, of pa-
tients in the offices of GP’s and internists
are there because of ‘symptoms of emo-
tional rather than physical origin.” ”*

Are Stupefying Drugs the Answer?

These reports suggest this question: If
an informative visit with simple reassur-
ance can have such a positive effect in the
control of both pain and fear, what greater
results should we expect when we add a
positive Christian witness to our medical
ministry? Is it possible that we have failed
to realize what a healing influence there is
in the Word of God? Have we not placed
the all-important spiritual ministry (the
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very reason for the existence of Christiar
institutions of healing) in an obscure cor-
ner, and perhaps attempted to cover our
neglect by the use of some of the stupefying
drugs so popular today?

This may be because we are too busy.
Could it be that we are too unconcerned
about the salvation of the souls of our pa-
tients? This question automatically brings
the response, “I wouldn’t be working in a
mission hospital if 1 were not concerned
about the souls of men.” I reply, “If we are
too busy to include the souls of our pa-
tients in our medical ministry, then we
have nothing more to offer than the non-
Christian who works in the healing profes-
sions.” How will we answer in the day
when we are called to give an account of
our stewardship if we neglect this impor-
tant phase of our work?

Chaplains Can’t Do It All

Every Christian engaged in the ministry
of healing knows that most if not all pa-
tients have a sense of the need of faith on
the night before an operation. All too few
are aware of the opportunity this situation
offers to fulfill the objective of bringing
peace of mind to weary, sin-sick, fear-bur-
dened people. Ten minutes spent with a
patient at the time when he feels this sense
of need may be more helpful to him than
ten hours spent in an effort to help him
after his sense of need has passed. Why
leave all such ministry to the chaplain® He
can’t possibly spread his ministry thin
enough to reach all these patients in their
moments of need, or even to know when
that time is.

Doctors, nurses, and others who attend
the sick are the ones to whom the times of
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need are apparent. They are the ones who
may easily and naturally assure the patient
that “the eternal God is thy refuge, and un-
derneath are the everlasting arms.” * They
are the ones when a patient is anxious and
distraught to relay to him the invitation,
“Come unto me, . . . and I will give you
rest.” ° They may bring to guilt-weary peo-
ple the comfort of the promise, “Come
now, and let us reason together . . . : though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow.”® It is these workers who
may open the door for the chaplain. Work-
ing alone, he finds barriers. Not so with
those who minister at the bedside.

It the one who is caring for the sick feeds
upon the Word of God, he may be a source
of strength to the weak. He can offer cour-
age to the feartul, love to the unlovely,
peace to the turbulent, hope to the despair-
ing, joy to the sorrowing. He offers the gos-
pel as a living force to change the life.

Drugs No Substitute for Love

There is nothing complicated about the
kind of ministry I am describing. It does
not call for a learned vocabulary. It does
call for the worker to familiarize himself
with the words “The Lord God hath given
me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in season to
him that is weary: he wakeneth morning
by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear
as the learned.” " It calls for an appoint-
ment with the Great Physician to begin the
day. It calls for a love for the souls that
Christ died to save. It calls for a heart
filled with compassion for the woes of man-
kind. This does not come naturally to most
of us. It must be cultivated. It has no sub-
stitute in the pharmacopoeia.

If Jesus had offered Mary a drug to sub-
due her unholy impulses instead of the sim-
ple, direct words “Neither do I condemn
thee: go, and sin no more,” would her life
have been transformed?

Could He have offered a substijtute to the
impotent man that would have been as ef-
fective as the caution “Sin no more, lest a
worse thing come unto thee’? Had He done
so, would the man’s faith have been estab-
lished by his healing?

This is not suggesting the nonuse of
drugs, but a plea that we not attempt to
substitute them for the spiritual ministry
that we are too hurried to give. The reme-
dies found in God's Word produce no
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harmful side effects to complicate the ill-
ness of the patient.

How can this ministry be made to fit into
a busy medical practice?

Here is a weary mother of a small brood,
who cannot seem to find the strength to
carry on with her multitudinous duties. Is
there any chemical that can take the place
of the Great Physician’s master prescrip-
tion—"Come unto me, . . . and I will give
you rest”’? The same prescription may be the
specific remedy for the life that is embit-
tered by a seething hatred. If the patient
can be persuaded to hand that burden over
to the One who is equipped to carry it, re-
lief will be found for the symptoms that it
has generated.

“Am I My Brother's Keeper?”

In cases where sickness is the direct and
recognizable result of sin, to give a drug
specific for his malady with no word of
warning can scarcely be called less than a
neglect of duty. “But,” you say, “he knows;
I don’t have to tell him.” Surely he knows,
and he just might have chosen a Christian
institution for his treatment because he
wanted a helping hand to lift him out of
the pit into which he has fallen.

The man whose body is saturated with
the poison nicotine may be threatened with
lung or circulatory disease. He is a helpless
slave to the drug. A helping hand, a few
words to waken the dormant will, a prayer
for the power to overcome this habit so de-
structive to both body and soul, might start
him on the road that leads to eternal life.

Treating a Symptom or Disease?

The patient who is eating or drinking
himself into an early grave is helpless to
change his habits. It takes more than a
threat of physical illness to motivate such
a change. A drug might take away the desire
for food temporarily, but that is only treat-
ing a symptom, not a disease. A few mo-
ments spent in helping the patient to un-
derstand his situation, a reminder of the
promise that “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me,”*® and a
prayer in which that promise is claimed
may activate a will that has long been
dormant, and put purpose into a human
heart to become reconciled to its Maker.

Practically without exception the patient
will welcome a prayer that God will guide
the hands of his surgeon during the com-
ing operation and add His healing power
to man’s efforts. When the patient has
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awakened after the operation, a moment
spent in offering thanks to God for answer-
ing the prayer will turn the thoughts of the
patient to the One “who forgiveth all thine
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases.”*

Don’t Dull the Brain

A busy executive may find himself in the
hospital with a bleeding stomach ulcer.
Shall he be kept in a stupor with sedation
or will someone endeavor to help him place
his load of worry and care upon the great
Burden Bearer? Now is the time when he
can take an objective view of his situation.
The higher centers of the brain are the
only means of access by which the Holy
Spirit can enter the life to take possession
of the man, to transform him into the im-
age of his Maker. Should we not endeavor
to keep the patient’s mind as clear as pos-
sible, thus aiding the Holy Spirit in His
work of “bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ”? * This
1s a work in which physicians, chaplains,
nurses, and paramedical workers may oper-
ate as a team. Such teamwork will foster
an atmosphere of love and peace in the
institution where it is developed. No de-
partment of the hospital is unimportant
in this type of service. The chaplain who
spends a portion of his time in teaching
his co-workers how to bear an effective
Christian witness is greatly amplifying his
influence in the institution that he serves.

Tranquilizers or Faith?

Many opportunities may be found if they
are looked for. Perhaps there has been an
accident. The relatives of the injured one
are grief stricken. Shall we offer them a
tranquilizer or sedative or shall we use
the unique opportunity to point them to
the One who has “borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows”’?* Here the sorrow-
ing ones may learn that faith is not simply
something with which to face death but
rather the prescription for the abundant
life.

Faith brings Jesus to our side to share
our small as well as our large joys and sor-
TOWS.

Perhaps the miracle of birth has just
taken place. The mother may find her
thoughts and emotions in a whirl when
the event is over. Her physician or nurse
may step to the bedside with a few words
of reassurance, a prayer of thanksgiving for
the safe arrival of the little one, along with
a request for help to rear the tiny one to
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become a loyal child of God. This might
direct the mother’s thoughts in a construc-
tive channel and be the beginning of a life
of dedication to God.

It is in moments of great trial and sor-
row that the Holy Spirit draws near to com-
fort and guide. Shall we attempt to prepare
the patient’s mind to receive this heav-
enly Guest or shall we fog it with drugs
so he cannot comprehend the presence of
his Visitor? Is it possible that the world
has more confidence in placebos than many
Christians have in the healing Word of
God?

“Star in Your Crown”

I think that I have never had a more
thrilling moment in my life than one I ex-
perienced at the bedside of a dying patient.
She said, “I don’t know why everyone who
comes into my room goes out crying. I
don’t feel sad.” She told me of the funeral
service that she had planned for herself.
Then she said, “I'm going to be a star in
your crown.” One week later as I saw her
face radiant even in death, my heart was
filled with gratitude to God for permitting
me to have a part in such rewarding work.

One who spent her life in testing God’s
promises wrote: “The same power that
Christ exercised when He walked visibly
among men is in His word. It was by His
word that Jesus healed disease and cast
out demons; by His word He stilled the sea
and raised the dead, and the people bore
witness that His word was with power. He
spoke the word of God, as He had spoken
to all the prophets and teachers of the Old
Testament. The whole Bible is a manifes-
tation of Christ.

“The Scriptures are to be received as
God’s word to us, not written merely, but
spoken. When the afflicted ones came to
Christ, He beheld not only those who asked
for help, but all who throughout the ages
should come to Him in like need and with
like faith. When He said to the paralytic,
‘Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee;” when He said to the woman of Ca-
pernaum, ‘Daughter, be of good comfort:
thy faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace,” He spoke to other afflicted, sin-bur-
dened ones who should seek His help.

“So with all the promises of God’s word.
In them He is speaking to us individually,
speaking as directly as if we could listen to
His voice. It is in these promises that Christ
communicates to us His grace and power.

(Continued on page 40)
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Get

Your Church

in Print

DONALD W. MCKAY

Layman, New York

In seite of television,
radio, and other modern
communication media,
gerhaps the best form of

ee advertising is still
through the columns of
the newspapers. The
newspaper is found
everywhere and is the
most widely read of all
modern literature. Mil-
lions who never open a
book or magazine eagerly devour its pages
daily.

When you prepare an article for pub-
lication, try to place yourself in the posi-
tion of the editor. He is the dispenser of
news for his particular community or
group of readers. Generally, a newspaper
is not published for any one class of peo-
ple, but for all classes, and all are repre-
sented in its columns. The editor may
know little or nothing about Seventh-day
Adventists, except possibly that they are a
small religious denomination whose mem-
bers attend church on Saturday. It is im-
perative, therefore, that you give him
something that has news value for his read-
ers.

Newspaper Editors Cooperative

There are many sources of news. In the
past it was my privilege to be in charge of
publicity at a number of our camp meet-
ings. I found the newspapers in all the
nearby localities to be most cooperative
and willing to accept news releases. When
an article 1s well written, a newspaper will
even devote front-page headlines announc
ing the meetings, election of officers with
accompanying photographs, and our phe-
nomenal missionary progress. They will
print columns explaining our distinctive
doctrines and practice of tithing.
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But you must furnish the information
in presentable newspaper form. And some
of our simple habits may be just the things
a particular newspaper may be looking for.
A number of years ago, for example, at an
MV youth congress I mentioned to the
editor of the local newspaper that a
nearby restaurant was selling thousands of
gallons of Postum, and that they had dif-
ficulty in keeping supplies available. The
following day the newspaper featured a
story quoting the exact quantity of Postum
consumed. The next day I mentioned to
the same editor that cigarette butts and
beer cans, so very evident a few weeks be-
fore at a national political convention,
would not be found in the spacious con-
vention hall. He sent a reporter to our
meeting with the result that another fea-
ture story appeared. It emphasized our
temperance program.

Prepare in Advance of Event

Whenever possible, obtain reports be-
fore they are read at a session. Glean per-
tinent facts that might be of interest to the
public. Instead of preparing a long article,
write several brief articles, and mark on
each in the upper left corner the date of
release for publication. You will find that
newspapers will respect your wishes and
will not publish the news prior to the date
specified. But it is important to have the
news release in their hands several hours
before the paper goes to press.

Interview each speaker well in advance
of the meeting at which he is scheduled to
speak, to ascertain the topic he intends to
discuss. Get a copy of his sermon if at all
possible. If he doesn’t have one, get him
to tell you a few of the high lights of his
sermon. Thus you can write the article be-
fore the sermon is delivered. It is impera-

35




tive that the press release be at the news-
paper office in adequate time for publica-
tion the following day. If necessary, take
it in person. But do no chitchat with the
editor, for he is a busy man who is always
working to meet a deadline.

Evangelistic efforts, likewise, can be
publicized in the newspapers without cost.

Many believe that all that is necessary
to have something printed in a newspaper
is to jot down all the facts, and the editor
or one of his assistants will write the article
in suitable form for publication. But this
is not the case. Editors do not have time to
rewrite. They merely approve or delete
material submitted. Generally speaking, a
well-prepared article on an uninteresting
subject has a better chance of getting into
print than a poorly written article on a
vital subject.

You may be encouraged to know that
the editor will give your article just as
much consideration as one written by his
paid reporters. But do not be disappointed
if your entire article is not printed. It is
merely because space does not permit, not
because the editor has a personal grudge
against you or against Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. All large city newspapers receive
much more news than they can possibly
use. The advertisements always come first.
They are the bread and butter of the news-
paper. Whatever space is left is allotted to
the various departments. Each may use
only a certain specified number of inches.
Your article may be given to the religious
news editor, the State editor, or the city
editor, depending upon its classification.

Preparing the Newspaper Article

In writing a newspaper article, always
be sure that it is readable and neat. Use a
typewriter. A sloppy article always gives a
bad impression that is difficult to over-
come. Although your article may be good,
the chances are that it will not be read if
it is prepared in a slovenly manner.

Don’t crowd the page. Paper is cheap.
Leave a margin of at least one inch on
both sides of the page. Use double or triple
spacing on the typewriter. Single-spaced
material is hard to read in a hurry, and
the editor may want to insert subheadings
or change words and punctuation. Leave
at least one third of the first page blank,
so that the editor may write the heading
there, or so he may insert instructions in
the space.
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Important Facts Come First

Every newspaper story begins with the
most important facts first. Other items
should follow in the order of their impor-
tance. The heading and the first sentence
either attract or repel a reader. A good
opening paragraph with the essential facts
will generally get the rest of the article in
print. If you are not satisfied with what
you have written on your first attempt, re-
write and rewrite until you believe that
you have written it as well as any other
article you may have noticed in the news-
paper.

The article should be so written that if
lack of space does not permit its complete
publication, paragraphs may be deleted
from the end without destroying the power
of the story or its meaning. Do not use
complicated phrases and sentences. Write
as simply as possible, so that you make
vourself clear.

Repeat a name rather than use a pro-
noun if you think you might be misunder-
stood. Do not use a long word where a
short one will serve the purpose.

Short paragraphs are the order of the
day. They make reading easier. Look at
one of the large city dailes. Very few para-
graphs are more than two or three inches.

Be sure your name and address are on
either side of the first or last page of the
article, otherwise your efforts will be
wasted. Newspapers are responsible for the
items that appear in their columns. The
editor may want to authenticate the facts,
or may desire additional information and
photos for publication. He will know the
proper person to contact if he has this in-
formation.

Rules and suggestions are helpful in
writing for the newspapers, but the best
teacher is practice. It you have neglected
this field of free advertising for our mes-
sage, sit down and write. Since we are a
peculiar people, and our teachings are out
of the ordinary, that is news.

When you see your first article in print
you will derive a great deal of satisfaction
for the effort expended. Many thousands
will read it. Think of the great potential.
Do not put it off.

Ministers should report their sermons
each week to the local newspaper. All you
can lose is the cost of the postage stamp;
the experience will improve your tech-
nique. Try it!
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Modern

Architecture

Church

R. E. BASCOM

Layman. Keene, Texas

Are church buildings becoming modern monstrosities or do they inspire true worship?

WE ARE told that the first Jewish tem-
ple was the most magnificent building
that the world has ever seen. And why
shouldn’t it have been? The Lord Himself
was the architect. But of greatest impor-
tance was the fact that this building was
conducive to true worship. The architec-
ture of churches should create a worship-
ful atmosphere.

T had it quite forcefully impressed upon
me as a young man that we should dress
so that we will not be conspicuous. To
some extent this same principle applies to
church architecture or the furniture that
is placed within the church. T have had
people on committees say, “I want the
turniture just like such and such a church
which you have furnished.” But when I
ask them to describe the furniture, they
cannot do so. This was proof to me that
they were pleased with it, that it was
properly designed, and that it did fit into
the picture and produce a worshipful at-
mosphere.

Through the centuries the Colonial fur-
niture or the Colonial churches and the
Gothic-designed cathedrals were developed
to the place that they created an atmos-
phere of true worship. But in the past few
years there has been a real “swing” to con-
temporary or modern designs. This can
either be good or bad. Many of the con-
temporary designs are worshipful in their
appearance and are far more functional
than some of the older styles. This is par-
ticularly true of the furniture. It is also
true, however, that some of the contem-
porary designs are very close kin to some
modern paintings, and they certainly do
not, in the wildest stretch of imagination,
help to create a worshipful atmosphere.

If we are not looking primarily for the
architectural design of the church but it
immediately impresses us that it is a beau-
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tiful church edifice, without our being
aware of the type of architecture, then, in
that sample of modern or contemporary
architecture the purpose has been accom-
plished.

There is also something that should be
very carefully borne in mind in choosing
the furniture for your church. You would
never wish to put contemporary furniture
into a Colonial church or vice versa, and
you would certainly not wish to put Co-
lonial furniture in a Gothic church. There
are, of course, some designs of furniture
that are more or less universal in their
appeal, just as there are certain colors that
will not clash with any other color.

Many laymen and ministers on commit-
tees are not fully qualified to classify what
architectural designs would blend and, un-
fortunately, sometimes there is an archi-
tectural clash in some of the pieces of fur-
niture; sometimes it is in the furniture in
the chancel area. I have observed churches
that were very proper as far as the pews
were concerned, but in the chancel area
the furniture was not designed to go with
the church architecture.

We should be very careful in choosing
the architect for our churches, and have
only those who understand the order of
worship that is carried on by Seventh-day
Adventists. For if the church is built for a
divided chancel, and we place i it a cen-
ter pulpit, it throws the entire chancel
area out of proportion and is very dis-
pleasing to the worshiper, even though he
may not know why he 1s displeased with it.
There is considerable feeling among Sev-
enth-day Adventists that we should not
have the divided chancel. This feeling is
largely a carry-over from times past when
all our churches were small, for there is
nothing that is more objectionable in ap-
pearance than a small church with an elab-
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orate, divided chancel. However, many of
our churches today are being built so large
that the chancel area is almost as large as
many of our former churches. If these are
not properly designed, they create almost
a vacuum. That is why an architect who
understands Seventh-day Adventist wor-
ship should be chosen to design your
church, so that if you are going to have a
center chancel he would design a church,
even a large one, in proportion.

The same thing applies in seating a
church with opera-type seating. The very
name indicates it is secular. I have been
told by many ministers who have changed
from opera seats to pews that the differ-
ence in reverence in their house of wor-
ship after the change to pews was out-
standing. This is easily understood when
we realize that the subconscious mind im-
mediately associates opera seating with the
opera or something secular, whereas,
throughout the years pews have been used
in churches until our minds have been
educated to recognize a pew as something
sacred. The attempt that is so often made
to make opera seating appear appropriate
for a church by putting pew ends on the
ends of the rows of seats is closely akin to
the mixture of good and evil. The only
reason that ever existed for using opera
seats in churches, namely their comfort,
does not apply any more because we are
building upholstered pews which give
greater comfort and cost less than the
opera seats.

In our experience in furnishing several
thousand churches we have, on the whole,
been very well pleased with the Adventist
churches; wusually they are modest and
worshipful in their appearance. However,
there are quite a number of churches that
are modern monstrosities as far as the
architecture is concerned. Sometimes an
Adventist group has been carried away by
the architect’s imagination and has
chosen this kind of architecture, thinking
it will be so outstanding that it will attract
attention as a house of worship. When the
church resorts to these unusual architec-
tural designs it comes into the same cate-
gory as some of the churches that have had
to put on secular entertainments and ban-
quets to attract people to their services.

It is my earnest prayer and desire that
all our Seventh-day Adventist churches
should be of a worshipful design and
should be properly furnished, for I am
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fully convinced that this has a greatly in-
creased evangelistical appeal. As we near
the end of time we need to draw the un-
converted to our places of worship, and
one way in which we can do this is to have
the church buildings and their furniture
beautiful, functional, pleasingly simple,
economical, and in proper taste as to color.
Avoid the spectacular, the gaudy, the com-
mon secular appearance as you would
avoid secular music in worship.

“A Good-
Grammar

Workshop™

H. W. LOWE

Chairman, Research Committee

WOMAN who evidently has a good edu-

cational background writes to ask if
anything can be done to cure preachers
of certain habits that ruin their sermons, as
far as she is concerned. That should be
enough to get the attention of our minis-
terial readers, so here are the specifics of
her complaint.

When the woman settles back to enjoy
a good sermon, it is usually marred by
phrases such as “His love for you and L,”
“calling you and I,” “interest in you and
1.” She says: “I started counting instances
of this kind, but lost count after the sixth
or seventh infringement.” The school-
teacher in the same church says, “I just
cringe whenever I hear that ‘you and 1.””

That is not the worst of the situation, for
the woman says: “Our past four pastors
have used this phrase repeatedly.” Then
she asks some questions and makes a few
statements for which we have no answers:
“Do they not teach them anything in Wash-
ington? Washington can’t get all the blame.
One is a graduate of college. One
has had the advantage of a year at the Semi-
nary. What do they learn in their English
classes and speech classes and in their prac-
tice preaching?”’
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Unfortunately the good woman is right
in her complaint. For this sort of thing is
much too common. What the cure is for
this tragic misuse of the King’s English we
know not, for deficiencies in elementary
education are not easily rectified. We re-
gret that, as our correspondent says, “we
have some very sincere, hard-working, dedi-
cated men, but they persist in this use of
bad grammar.” She adds that some of the
church announcements in the church bul-
letins contain capitalizations, punctuation,
and even spelling that are deplorable. We
hope this last statement is applicable only
to a local situation, but we wonder.

When a well-educated person can offer
the comments: “I am ashamed,” and
“when our pastor has his turn for a TV
service, I shall not listen in because I don’t
want to be embarrassed,” then preachers
should surely pay attention.

The suggestion is offered by our corre-
spondent that our preachers should really
set up a ‘“‘good-grammar workshop,” and
we might add that some preachers should
be sure to attend every session!

If this is forthright language, it surely is
excusable, for we make or mar our mes-
sage with the language in which we clothe
it. An orator makes an occasional exusable
slip in the enthusiasm of a public occa-
sion, but the preacher in a local church
who makes these slips habitually is really
discounting his work in the eyes of good
people.

It would be a kindness for friends, rela-
tives, well-meaning auditors, to have a
friendly talk with a man who seems unable
to cure himself of the habits here under
discussion. Preachers should use both good
grammar and correct habits of speech.

“Those who are trained for service in the
Lord’s cause should be taught how to talk
properly in ordinary conversation and be-
fore congregations. Many a laborer’s use-
fulness is marred by his ignorance in re-
gard to correct breathing and clear, forci-
ble speaking. Many have not learned to
give the right emphasis to the words they
read and speak. Often the enunciation is
indistinct. A thorough training in the use
of the English language is of far more value
to a youth than a superficial study of for-
eign languages, to the neglect of his mother
tongue.”—Counsels to Parents and Teach-
ers, pp- 207, 208.
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F. M. ARROGANTE

President, Negros Mission, Bacolod City, Philippines

EVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS have a

date with destiny. Everyone who is at-
tached to this great program of God’s closing
message of saving the lost should give the full
measure of his devotion to the finishing of the
Advent message.

Based on the General Conference General
Statistical Survey (1910-1962), the Adventist
density in all the world is one to every 2,200
people. In the Far Eastern Division, which
has a population of 311,993,365, there were
140,437 Seventh-day Adventists in 1962. This
means a ratio of about 1 to 2,220.

But in the Philippines at the present time
there are 81,623 Advent believers out of 27.-
455,799 population. This gives us the density
of one Seventh-day Adventist to every 337 peo-
ple.

This means the work of God in the Philip-
pines is going forward, realizing greater and
speedier triumphs, and is keeping pace in ful-
filling the great commission to preach the gos-
pel until the whole world is enlightened.

Since the inception of the Advent message
in the Philippines in 1905 through the litera-
ture ministry of Robert A. Caldwell, the gospel
seed with the potential power of a mustard
seed kept growing. In 1911 there were eleven
Sabbath school members in the old city of Ma-
nila. In March, 1912, Floyd Ashbaugh began
to plant the seeds of truth in the city of Iloilo.
By 1914, with the help of Elder and Mrs. E. M.
Adams, joined by Fausto Jornada, the work
took root, until the first baptism of eleven was
realized on March 28, 1915. And the work
grew. In Cebu jets of light began to flicker in
1913. Among the pioneer heroes of the Advent
Movement in the province and in Mindanao,
the names of Dr. and Mrs. Carlos A. Fattebert
shine brightly. These were humble beginnings,
but the Philippines today is ablaze with the
message, and the Advent believers are aflame
for God. And among the forces of Christianity
in the Philippine Islands the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church occupies a unique, notable po-
sition.

39




O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid;
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!
Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand,
and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward
is with him, and his work before him (Isa. 40:
9, 10).

Signs of a finished work in all the world are
now in sight. Victory is not yet won, but it is
within the grasp of God’s people, who are on
the go conquering and to conquer. Let us rise
up to our full strength in the Lord to bring to
a speedy completion the ministry that Christ
began.

Chairs or Truth?

(Continued from page 12)

that treasure would mean to him in eter-
nal life and so rejoiced in the blessing
that had come to him. Jesus said “The
children of this world are in their genera-
tion wiser than the children of light”
(Luke 16:8). And when we see how much
the children of this world rejoice in the
possession of their ephemeral treasures
and, alas, how gloomy the Christian some-
times appears, then we ask ourselves, Why
is this so? The answer is not difficult. The
majority of men outside the church, and
even some in it, do not look sufficiently at
the invisible. Unbelievers outside and the
lukewarm inside are both blinded by the
vanity of things. Brethren, what are we
looking for? Superficial appearance or re-
ality? Chairs or truth?

et ————

“Whatsoever He Saith . . .

(Continued from page 19)

John wrote, “These things saith he that
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand”
(Rev. 2:1). God’s ministers are instruments
in His hand to accomplish an appointed
task through His power. “Let those who
are as stars in the hand of Christ remember
that they are ever to preserve a sacred, holy
dignity. They are Chxist’s representatives.”
—Ibid., p. 414. Under the power of the
Holy Spirit may every worker arise and
shine in the beauty and dignity of Christ.
As we surrender our lives completely to
His service, He will speak to us and
through us. Souls will be warned and
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saved through the ordained cooperative ef-
fort of Christ, the committee, the breth-
ren, and us.

A Perennial Program of Evangelism

{Continued from page 29)
edy for sin and the only antidote for death,
its guilt would be immeasurably great if
it neglected for a single day to make
known the salvation for the want of
which a soul perished.”—Building Better
Churches, p. 90.

We, therefore, dare not wait for the
conference evangelistic team. Nor dare we
wait until we can fit evangelistic meetings
into our preaching schedule. The whole
church must continually give the whole
gospel to the whole world. Thus, the work
will be finished.

In view of this late, late hour may God
help us to be preachers in the tradition of
Wesley, Spurgeon, and James White—
powerful preachers. More than this, let us
become builders of great evangelistic
churches where the soul-winning spirit
marches forward throughout the year. Let
us organize for a larger work. Let us press
every soul into active service. Let us preach
it, pray it, train for it, do it ourselves until
perennial evangelism becomes a living re-
ality in our churches.

Healing to Save

(Continued from page 34)
They are leaves from that tree which is
‘for the healing of the nations.” Received,
assimilated, they are to be the strength of
the character, the inspiration and suste-
nance of the life. Nothing else can have
such healing power. Nothing besides can
impart the courage and faith that give vital
energy to the whole being.” *

Let us develop a great skill in the use of
these potent remedies.
(To be continued)

1 Egbert, et al, ‘‘Post-operative Pain,”
Journal of Medicine 270:825, April 16, 1964.
2 Egbert, et al, “Preoperatwe Visit by an Anesthetist,”’
_[]\om'nal7 of the American Medical Association 185: 553
ug. 1 3.
¥ Medical News, “The Placebo Effect,”” Journal of the
American Medzcal Association 185, July 30, 1963.
* Deut. 33:
3 Matt. 11:2&

New England

8 Phil. 4:13.

2 Ps. 103:3.

102 Cor. 10 5.

1 Tsa. 53:4

12 Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 122
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SHEPHERDESS

A FROG croaked, the crickets chirped, a
night bird called. Faintly I could hear a
dozen other sounds as I sat alone on the patio
one summer evening. The sounds were only
background music, though, for the memories
that persistently intruded—haunting memo-
ries!

“If only I could turn back the years,” I
sighed, “I'd do it all so differently.”

Being a minister’s wife is one of my greatest
joys, for it helps to keep me close to God in
work and thought. But even a minister’s wife
may have haunting memories.

Mrs. Scott was my neighbor; not on my street
but on the next one to it. Our back yards
joined, and I loved her gorgeous climbing roses.
They covered the fence between our yards. She
said she enjoyed my tall hollyhocks and sun-
flowers. We very rarely visited, for I was busy
with my four children, my minister husband,
and the church. She was older than I, a grand-
mother in fact, and not well and seldom in her
yard.

The postman got our mail mixed up one day
and I found that she was receiving several Ad-
ventist papers. Through a colporteur list I
found she had purchased a number of our
books.

“She must be interested,” I mused. “I really
should go over and invite her to church.”

The months passed quickly by but I was al-
ways too busy to visit—I'd go tomorrow!

One day another neighbor remarked to me,
“I hear Mrs. Scott died of a heart attack this
morning.”

“No!” I gasped, “I didn’t know.” No more
tomorrow now! It was too late! The ghost of
what I should have done came to haunt my
heart.

“I’ll do better,” I promised myself as I busily
went about my household duties.

Lost Numbers May Mean Lost Souls

“Are you the Seventh-day Adventist minister’s
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The Haunted
Heart

CARROL JOHNSON SHEWMAKE

Pastor’'s Wife

wife?” a woman’s voice questioned me on the
telephone one day.

“Yes, I am,” I answered. “May I help you?”

“I'm not an Adventist,” she confided, “but
T've read your little book Steps to Christ and it
helped me find God. I want to get a dozen
copies of the book to send to friends and rela-
tives. Do you have any?”

“I can order them for you,” I answered, “and
they’ll be here in a couple of weeks.”

She gave me her name and telephone num-
ber and I promised to call her when the books
arrived. Within a week and a half I had the
books and eagerly went to the telephone.

“Now where did I put that telephone num-
ber?” I fretted. The woman had given me no
address, I could not remember her name, and 1
had lost her telephone number! I kept hoping
she would call me for word of the books but I
never heard her voice again. That little pile of
books by the study telephone long reminded
me of the price of little carelessnesses. We used
the books in other missionary projects and I
hoped I had learned a lesson. Still the ghost of
carelessness was haunting my heart!

Accuracy Counts

1 was in bed, already asleep, when the tele-
phone rang one evening just before Christmas.

“Hello,” a woman’s soft voice said, “was it
vour people who were just at my house?”

“I don’t know,” I answered, waking up ab-
ruptly. “What makes you ask?”

“Two girls came to my door collecting money
for the needy. They left me a pamphlet telling
of the Seventh-day Adventist work all over the
world. The music was lovely, and I had to call
you to say it made me feel better than I have
in a long time just knowing that someone really

41




cares for the poor and needy of this world.”

“Thank you,” I answered. “God has been so
wonderful to us we are happy to help others.”

“I do so need God now,’ she said, her
voice quavering a little, “but I can’t feel He’s
listening when I pray.”

She told me her story. Soon she must enter
the hospital for a serious operation; cancer was
feared. She might never return to her home.

“I wouldn’t mind dying except for Mindy,
my eight-year-old daughter. What would hap-
pen to her?”

I told her of the eight-year-old girl we had in
our home along with our own four, because she
had lost her mother.

“Someone will care for Mindy,” I comforted
her.

“If only I could talk to a minister. I've tried
to get up the courage to talk to several but they
seemed so unapproachable.”

I assured her that my husband and I would
visit her and bring some reading matter for her
stay in the hospital. We’d pray for her and her
daughter, Mindy.

“TI'm so glad I called,” her sweet voice said.
“I believe I can sleep tonight.” Carefully I
placed her address where it would not get lost.
The next day my husband and I looked for her
house but either I had written down the wrong
number or she had made a mistake in giving it
to me. We asked around but no one had heard
of her at all.

She never called again and I have often won-
dered, “Where is Mindy? Was it my careless-
ness again that caused us never to know Mindy
or her mother?”

The evening sounds break through my memo-
ries again. Time to go indoors and prepare
for bed; tomorrow will be a new day.

“Dear God,” I pray, “help me to be faithful
in little things, never to miss an opportunity to
witness for Thee. May I have no more ghosts of
neglect to haunt my heart.”

The Faithful Shepherd

Mrs. Richard Knapp

Billings, Montana

THE narrow dirt road seemed endless. It was
new to us. The road had been quite passable
as it led through some fenced and now open

range, but it had brought us to an unexpected
fork.
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SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, GA.
Over 50 Years in Business

Gathering darkness hastened us in our quest
of the rancher who owned the many sheep we
had seen, and, it seemed, the cattle on a hun-
dred hills. Thus we quickly decided on the
road to the right, but we soon found our Ford
sedan navigating steep grades and fording
creeks where only a four-wheel drive would do.
The ranch house we had seen was closed for
the winter.

It was a great relief when we had cautiously
retraced our ways to the fork in the road to
sight a shepherd coming of whom we could
ask directions over the seemingly endless range.

Jose, with his Border collie obediently at
heel until released by a word from his master
to show friendliness to us, was glad to tell us
the way. My husband, the rancher’s pastor on
a call, learned by gentle inquiry that Jose was
from Texas originally, but preferred person-
ally the cooler weather of Montana; that he
would lay down his life for his sheep; and yes,
that he was a Christian following the Good
Shepherd.

Later we learned at the ranch house that
old Jose was ill but faithfully caring for the
flock that bleak day just before a blizzard
struck, until he could be relieved by another
shepherd who was to arrive with the rancher
that night.

Unforgettable among many beautiful scenes
and experiences that day are Jose’s words,
“Yes, I believe in God wherever I go!”

In the valley or on the mountaintop, in
darkness and in light, in storm and in quiet
green meadows, in weakness and in strength,
Jose’s simple, unpretending witness should be
ours as we, like Moses, learn “to care for the
weak, to nurse the sick, to seek after the stray-
ing, to bear with the unruly, to tend the lambs,
and to nurture the old and the feeble.”—The
Ministry of Healing, pp. 474, 475. Yes, let us
believe in God’s greatness and goodness wher-
ever we go.

One rancher said that he thought it would
be a good experience for a pastor to spend a
year tending a flock of sheep; yet, how much
better to spend one’s life with the Good Shep-
herd, for it is He who can safely guide us and
our flocks to the heavenly fold.
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BOOKS

Preaching From Hosea, by Ed. F. Vallowe, Baker
Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1963.

Exposition is always a rewarding task, and the
author of this volume has done the Christian
church a great service. This is a scholarly analysis
in less than 100 pages in 14 short chapters. Many
sections of this book are outstanding. One cannot
read it without feeling the urge to preach from
Hosea’s unique prophecy. Here is a wonderful
background for a series of prayer meeting studies.

The author is an evangelist of the Southern
Baptist Convention and writes with an evangelistic
emphasis. This makes the book all the more ap-
pealing. The writer’s style is interesting. He uses
many alliterations and sets forth his thoughts in
terse contrasts. He elucidates his messages by many
other Scriptures that throw light on the times
and conditions under which the prophet wrote.

These are sobering portrayals of a broken-
hearted prophet who was called to reveal to his
nation the amazing kindness and unchanging love
and compassion of the eternal God. No book in all
the Bible reveals more completely the nature of
God as does Hosea. Here is a prophecy that could
inspire any congregation that has the privilege of a
careful, scholarly exposition of this, the first of the
minor prophets.

We heartily recommend it to our pastors, teach-
ers, and evangelists. R. ALLAN ANDERSON

Don’t Park Here, C. William Fisher, Abingdon
Press, Nashville, Tennessee, 1962, 158 pages,
$3.00.

A delightful book of hope and encouragement
for those who are facing adversity—yes, and for
those who are satisfied with their reasonable suc-
cesses, and also for those who are discontented,
stunted, or stifled in their Christian experience.
“Move beyond your adversities and your achieve-
ments, move on beyond your tragedies and your
triumphs, move on beyond your setbacks and your
successes, move on beyond your agonies and your
ecstasies, move on to wholeness and happiness and
to those ripening relationships that will make for
the fulfilment of your destiny.”

This book is replete with stories of others who
have surmounted their life roadblocks. The author
says: “Life is a way, a road, a thoroughfare-—not a
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parking lot. Life is a gym—not a rest home. Life is
a school—not a cemetery. Life is an arena—not a
bleacher seat. Life is for growth, for movement,
for development, for struggle, for progress. The
life that becomes static becomes stagnant.” This is
a happy book, illustrating Philippians 3:13, 14.
ANDREW FEARING

Boundaries Unlimited, Neil Wyrick, Jr., John Knox
Press, Richmond, Virginia, 1965, 96 pages, $1.00.

“Neil Wyrick is 2 man with an unusual minis-
try. In addition to being pastor of Palmetto Presby-
terian Church, Miami, Florida, he conducts a Dial-
A-Devotional service, which receives up to a thou-
sand calls a day. He writes a weekly newspaper
column and appears regularly on radio and tele-
vision.”

In his book Boundaries Unlimited he contrasts
man’s limited power with God’s limitless strength
and emphasizes that anxieties created by our own
willfulness can be overcome by a genuine faith in
God. As telephone devotionals, these pointed and
practical messages have challenged thousands. A per-
son with a problem can dial a suitable theme, or
the devotionals may be read from this little book,
as the mood requires. In nine groupings the topics
are: About Living, God’s Power, Worship, Growth,
Praver, Faith, Hope, Courage, Brotherhood.

These messages are of paragraph length. In sim-
ple language, but never losing the point, human
nature is challenged to meet God and to cou-
rageously move ahead by faith into success.

Louse C. KLEUSER

Rich Revelations of Jesus, Daniel R. Guild, South-
ern Publishing Association, 287 pages, $4.95.

Here is a fresh approach to the understanding
of the Apocalypse. The author, a practicing evange-
list and Ministerial As-
sociation secretary for
the Southeast Asia Un-
ion Mission, has written
the book in a most in-
teresting and inspira-
tional manner. New and
old ilustrations and
comments have been
skillfully blended to-
gether. The result is a
work that captures the
attention from the first
sentence to the last.
Chapter titles such as
“The Living Con-
queror,” “The Ever-
present Friend,” “Pro-
tector of His People,” “The Everlasting Father,”
“The Power of His Church,” “The Eternal Victor,”
and “Architect of Dreams Fulfilled” indicate the
living, throbbing nature of this publication.

The Christ-centeredness of this work is outstand-
ing, and a real tonic for the reader whose weary
eyes and brain have become accustomed to sub-
jective literature. J. R. SPANGLER
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LITTLE GIANT HOTOMATIC

GAS WATER HEATER NO. 3
Will supply all the hot water needed for
Baptistries, Church Kitchens, Rest Rooms.
Heats 450 GPH, 20° rise in temperature.
Inexpensive. Write for free folders on water
heaters and Fiberglas Baptistries.

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO.
907 7th Street Orange, Texas

Jesus and Logotherapy, Robert C. Leslie, Abingdon
Press, New York and Nashville, 143 pages, $3.00.

Dr. Robert C. Leslie is an ardent disciple of the
Viennese philosopher and psychiatrist, Viktor
Frankl. Viktor Frankl has espoused an approach to
the problems of psychiatry which he terms “logo-
therapy,” or the therapy of meaning.

He is obviously a deeply religious man. During
his rigorous years in a German concentration
camp he worked out a basic philosophy concern-
ing significant reactions in human behavior and
human reaction to environment.

In his counseling Dr. Frankl took into ac-
count basic Christian concepts, a high evaluation
of moral principles, and an unusually penetrating
understanding of the basic nature of man.

The author of Jesus and Logotherapy, Dr. Rob-
ert C. Leslie, applying these principles to the per-
sonal work of Jesus, discusses a number of specific
personal encounters that Jesus had with people
confronted with serious personal problems.

Accepting the historical aspects of these incidents
at their face value, the author proceeds to point
out the motives and deeper purposes behind Jesus’
approach to the problems of the woman at the
well in Samaria; His encounter with the cripple at
the pool of Bethesda; the personality problems of
His leading disciple, Peter; and others.

The writer shows that Jesus, seeing clearly
through the problems of these individuals, shocked
them with the depth of His perception of their
plight, shocked them into coming clean with a full
confession of their real problems. Once their souls
were laid bare in the realization that Jesus undex-
stood them, these people were now in a receptive
attitude in which they could profit by the counsel
our Lord had for them. He shows that in each con-
frontation there resulted a conversion, a changed
life, a facing up to responsibility, an acceptance of
a totally new way of life.

Dr. Leslie analyzes these confrontations of our
Lord with various people, points out the clinical
problems involved in some of these cases, and in-
dicates the practical application of Jesus’ method
of handling the problems faced by the Counselor of
the day.

Without condenming the view of some of the
older psychiatrists, attributing the present clinical
problem to physical and emotional irregularities
and stresses of the past, Dr. Leslie goes beyond any
of this earlier concept, and shows that Jesus added
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the most essential element for the reconstruction
and the stabilization of life—the spiritual experi-
ence.

Jesus’ confrontation called out the best of the
manhood, of the womanhood, of those in sin and
disease, leaving them rejoicing in a new faith and a
new attitude toward life.

Dr. Leslie, calling upon many examples of his.
clinical experience, significantly lists three basic
character weaknesses responsible for most psychiat-
ric problems: 1. The pursuit of physical pleasure.
2. The desire for prestige or status. 3. Inability to
face up to responsibility.

The doctor’s discussion of these basic principles,
largely through the analysis of his own actual clini-
cal experiences, may well be helpful in an evalua-
tion of our problems in counseling those whose
situations have advanced to critical clinical levels.

T. R. Framz, M.D.

The Cross and the Switchblade, David Wilkerson,
Pyramid Publications Inc. for Fleming H. Revell
Co., Westwood, New Jersey, 1964, paperback, 50c.

After reading this fascinating story, my teen-age
daughter said, “Reading this book helps me to
appreciate my home more. It is the best book I have
ever read. But don’t you think . . . ?”

Her “But don’t you think . .. ?” is what you will
be wondering after you have read it. For this book
will challenge you to re-examine vour understand-
ing of the relationship between belief and practice
and practice and belief. It will deepen your toler-
ance. It will broaden your perspective. It will in-
spire you to a deeper dedication to saving the lost.

This book is a must for every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist minister.

DaNiE. R. Guup

With more than 65 denominations supporting
the American Bible Society, almost every com-
munity in the United States is participating
in its program for distribution of Holy Scrip-
tures throughout the world.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear-
ing under this heading, eight cents a word for each
insertion, including Initials and address. Minimum
charge, two dollars for each insertion. Cash required
with order. Address The Ministry, Takoma Park, Wash~
ington, D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

RELIGIOUS BOOKS PURCHASED! Send list today.
Looking for an out-of-print book? Write: KREGEL’S
BOOK STORE, Dept. M, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Moscow’s Antireligious Drive Utilizes 300 Books
Annually

More than 300 volumes opposing religion are
published in the Soviet Union every year, accord-
ing to 2 Moscow Radio broadcast. The station re-
ported that the second of a series of atheist vol-
umes designed to answer objections raised by re-
ligious belicvers would appear soon. However, it
added, “Unfortunately not all of these or other
atheist publications reach emough readers, and ar-
rangements are therefore being made to encourage
their wider distribution.”

“Minister of Music” Title Opposed by LCA Unit

Church music directors are just that—“direc-
tors” and not “ministers of music”—according to
an official of the Lutheran Church in America’s
Comimission on Worship. The Reverend Charles R.
Anders, assistant director of the commission, urged
the LCA’s 6,200 congregation to keep that termi-
nology in mind as they refer to their music program
leaders. “Within the life and work of the church,”
he said, “there is but one ministry—the ministry of
the Words and Sacraments.” The “director of mu-
sic,” “choir director,” or “organist” titles should
apply not only to laymen in these capacities, Mr.
Anders says, but to pastors who may hold the mu-
sic positions.

Worship Must “Change” Men

Worship that does not change the worshiper in
the course of his life is a “hollow experience,” de-
clared Dr. Douglas Horton in one of a series of
lectures to 2 ministers’ convocation at Lancaster
Theological Seminary in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
“And if [worship] does not work through 2 man
to change the man’s world, it lacks something of its
essential meaning,” he added. He told the group
that worship service in a chuxch must convey to the
members of the congregation that they are called
“to carry the sparks of God’s eternal purpose out
into the world.” Creative worship is especially nec-
essary, Dr. Horton continued, for people whose
daily work is routine and uncreative. “These men
have to have their ultimate convictions sustained,”
he said. “They must be given a chance to recognize
that in spite of compromise, in spite of circum-
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stance, they are creative souls whom God has called
into the world for a purpose.”

Less Than Half of World’s Christian Homes Have
Bibles

Despite the fact that the Bible enjoys the reputa-
tion as the all-time best seller, a recent worldwide
survey discloses that there are no Bibles in half of
all so-called Christian homes. Further, according
to the study made by the United Bible Societies,
only one Christian in eight possesses 2 New Testa-
ment. A survey, released by the American Bible So-
ciety, estimates that there are 150 million Scriptures
currently in circulation in the world. This Society
is planning to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary in
1966 by increasing Scripture distribution from 40
million to 75 million.

Cigarette Industry’s
New Advertising Code Revealed

A self-policing advertising code for the cigarette
industry—supported by nine major tobacco compa-
nies—became effective January 1. It is designed to
stop cigarette ads aimed at encouraging young
people to smoke. Administrator of the code, which
imposes fines up to $100,000 on violators, is former
Governor Robert B. Meyner of New Jersey, now
an attorney in Newark. He has “complete and final
authority” to decide whether tobacco companies live
up to the standards. The code bans ads aimed
mainly at persons under 21 years old, ads with un-
proved health claims, and those using a “virility”
theme. It also forbids cigarette testimonials made
by athletes, famous entertainers, or others with
special appeal to youths. Other rules include:

Cigarette ads shall not appear in college or uni-
versity media or in comic books or comic supple-
ments to newspapers.

Sample cigarettes shall not be distributed to per-
sons under 21. Ads may not convey the impression
that smoking is essential to “social prominence,
success, or sexual attraction.”

No ad may be used in 2 TV or radio program
break immediately after or before programs for
young people.

Models, actors, or imaginary persons shall not
be used in ads to suggest that their attractive or
healthy appearance is due to smoking.

Radio or TV programs appealing especially to
youths may not advertise cigarettes.

Ads may not show persons smoking during par-
ticipation, or obviously just after taking part, in
physical activity requiring stamina or athletic con-
ditioning beyond normal recreation.

Cigarette companies may continue to sponsor
athletic games, provided commercials comply with
provisions of the code.

The code permits claims regarding removal of
nicotine or tars when supported, and references
may be made to the absence or presence of filters,

The following items have been submitted by
Donald W. McKay.

45




American Spending

To maintain health the American people pay
their doctors and dentists nearly $814 billion a
year, reports Christian Economics. To tear down
their health and shorten their lives, they spend for
liquor and tobacco more than double that sum, or
nearly $19 billion a year. To finance orgamized
religion and private charity, they spend $5,140,000.
For private education they spend $5,208,000.

More Dope Addicts in New York City

New York City’s narcotics addict population
soared by 22 per cenmt last year—far ahead of a
nationwide increase of 15 per cent, said Ted Knap
of the New York World-Telegram and Sun. Federal
Bureau of Narcotics figures show 28,098 known ad-
dicts infest New York City, more than half the na-
tion’s total. At the end of 1964 there were 55,899
known addicts in the United States, compared with
48,535 the year before. Federal narcotics authorities
estimated the average dope user spent $12.50 a day
on drugs for an estimated total of $255 million
for the year, much of it obtained by the addicts
through burglary and other crimes.

Food for Thought
(but not for your stomach)

Read carefully and thoughtfully the article,
“Food Poisoning—And How to Avoid It,” in the
American Edition of the May, 1965, Reader’s
Digest, page 161. Significant corroboration of
Spirit of Prophecy statements relative to health
principles are evident in this material.

Outstanding are statements suggesting that
animal feeds composed largely of raw meat scraps
and fish meal are a source of infection from the
bacterium known as Salmonella. A footnote in-
dicates that the Salmonella bacterium may sur-
vive in infected eggs if they are only soft boiled
to the place where the white is still partially liquid.
Those infected with this hard-hitting sickmess show
a 70 per cent imcrease in 1964 over 1962. The
writer of this article claims that ome out of every
six chickens picked up at random on the open
market in Cincinnati were infected with Salmonella
germs. Certain tests also reveal that up to 58
per cent of all meat in certain U.S. cities was
similarly comtaminated. Amother starding fact is
that autopsy studies indicate that as mamy as 19
million Americans may be infected with trichino-
sis, which comes from eating undercooked pork.
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ENCE for both pastoral and lay church leadership on OTHERS-DID-IT counsel. 320 pages. Well illustrated
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program—presenting public exhibits—using the press,
radio, and television—and making better photographs. -
Several chapters deal directly with evangelistic PR' cE 35 ™ 00

promotion, advertising techniques, and sources of
., Please add 20c postage and insurance for first book, 5c each

~dvertising materials. ‘ additional book ta one address.
Another chapter gives pointers on avoiding and —
correcting unfavorable public relations developments. i RDER BLANK Church Missi Secreta
ur issionary Secretary
Actual cases are used throughout the book, making % Book and Bible House
it a down-to-earth presentation, as well as stressing i
the theoretical principles that support the practices o Frcasc send me .. BREAKTHROUGH
of public relations. S, @ $5.00 each ..

Postage and Insurance ..
State sales tax where necessary .. .
Total enclosed .....ocooncneeen.

Included is a compilation of Spirit of Prophecy
counsels bearing on the public witness of the church

and its members.
An extended bibliography offers an annotated list T | Name
of books, periodicals, and pamphlets for further read- | Address
ing in any field of special interest. |
; City Zone ... State oo
i
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COUNTED CoURAGE is a rare commodity in our
ouT times. Fear has often been mistaken

for it. A war hero confessed that the
deed of gallantry for which he was decorated was
an act of fear. In fact, all that he remembers of the
whole incident was that his finger froze to the
machine-gun trigger and he sprayed death in all
directions. In emergency situations courage is
seldom unmixed with fear. The reactions may or
may not be the same for each.

A man is often spoken of as having the courage
of his convictions. Whether or not his convictions
merit or require courage is seldom considered. It
requires more courage to part with some convic-
tions than to retain them.

Then there is the convict. He is obviously a man
of convictions, howbeit on the shady side, and
there are convictions concerning him. Both sides
may stand up and be counted. One will be counted
out.

A conviction has no innate sanctity of itself. Nor
are all convictions time honored. It is small recom-
mendation to say that a man “knows where is is
headed.” So did Hitler, He didn’t get there. He
had his convictions. It took the massed military
might of the world to unhinge them. Only con-
victions based on justice, mercy, and truth are
worthy of our hearts. From these, only death
should separate us. For these a man may “stand up
and be counted,” secure in the knowledge that no
such was ever counted out.

E. E. C.
“GO WHENEVER men deal with men there is
SOFTLY” an occasional travesty of justice. A man

having spent twenty-six years in the
ministry was prematurely retired. I met him the
other day, expecting to see a beaten man smarting
under the hurt that was justifiably his. Miracle of
miracles—the man was a wellspring of plans and
new purposes. He is now principal of a school of
more than three hundred students and “alive” with
the thrill of his new work. He refuses to say with
Hezekiah, “I shall go softly all my vears in the bit-
terness of my soul” (Isa. 38:15).

Skid row is lined with men who became victims
of their blasted dreams and frustrated hopes. Dis-
appointment has produced history’s victors and vic-
tims. Mankind’s finest hours have always fol-
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lowed severe disappointment and crushing defeat.
The common light bulb was once a dream in the
mind of a man.

After more than nine hundred failures, and
having driven his financial backers to the brink of
bankruptcy, he produced his bulb. Today thou-
sands of lighted cities across the earth twinkle their
salute to a2 man who refused to “go softly.”

Just as faith is self-sustaining, bitterness is self-
destructive. He who harbors it, with or without
justification, poisons his own soul. And further, he
who sits sulking in his cave of despair merely
justifies the opinions of his detractors.

Men who make their mark in this world will
know the gall of bitter disappointment. They, too,
have been given “vinegar” to drink instead of water.
But they have whispered when too hoarse to talk,
and crawled when too weak to walk, and emerged
somehow on a ledge far above those who sought
their lives. And like David displaying to Saul
evidence of what he could have done, they are con-
tent merely to demonstrate that they should be
where they are, The world they serve will hear their
stately steppings, for they refuse to “go softly.”

E. E. C.

“WALL TO
WALL”

THE minister must build an ade-
quate library. His sources must be
within easy reach. “Wall to wall”
bookshelves are both desirable and necessary. The
literate congregations that we face demand corrob-
oration with inspiration. The bookless pastor will
not last long in today’s arena. Noise will not com-
pensate for substance, nor decorum for knowledge-
able declaration. Today’s minister must do more
than silence the skeptics. He must build faith. He
must have more than an answer. The world seeks
the answer.

But it is not enough to have an adequate library.
It must be wused. The minister's sermons should
reflect thought and study. The saints now know
the difference between the shallows and the depths.
Even little children grow restless under a hail of
words without meaning. And surely here the de-
scription  applies, “Dark clouds, great thunder,
fierce lightning, no rain.”

Nor will the constant use of another’s material
suffice for these times. Our sermons must be in-
dividually “mothered” as a hen does the eggs.
Then only is the resultant chick her child.

One frequently hears as excuse for poverty-
stricken presentations, “I just don’t have time for
study.,” Then follows a list of daily duties that
are staggering in both multiplicity and importance.
The sad fact is, however, that this same man will
inevitably have to face a hungry congregation ex-
pecting to be fed the bread of heaven. He has no
alternative but to spend some time each day with
his books. Normally, study and other forms of min-
isterial service are not mutually exclusive. This
wise man will find a way to do both. “Wall to
wall” carpeting is good. “Wall to wall” libraries
are better. The “book to brain” experience is best.
E. E. C.

THE MINISTRY
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