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ORLEY M. BERG

Joins Ministerial Association Staff

We are pleased to present Orley M. Berg
as the newly appointed managing editor of
THE MINISTRY magazine. Pastor Berg has
been serving as Potomac Conference minis-
terial association secretary and also as pas-
tor of the Review and Herald Memorial
church in Hyattsville. His wide experience
in pastoral and evangelistic ministry rec-
ommends his book, The Work of the Pas-
tor, as one that will be of great practical
help to our ministexs. A

We believe that in teaming him up with
J. R. Spangler, our editor, our MINISTRY
magazine should be in a position to meet
the continiually growing needs of our
worldwide ministry. These brethren will
be kept busy not only with THE MINISTRY
but with the production of materials on
tapes and in other forms that will be of gen-
uine help to our men in the field. This will
make it possible for us to announce soon
an in-service training program that should
benefit all who desire to excel in their min-
istry.

We solicit an interest in the prayers of
our workers around the world that both
TaeE MinIsTRY magazine and our Minis-
terial Association will be blessed of God in
reaching the great objectives that we have
set before us. N. R. Dowsr

Secretary, Ministerial Association

| INTRODUCING

New Ministerial Association
Secretaries

CHARLES D. BROOKS is a
native of North Carolina. In
1951 he received his B.A. de-
gree from Oakwood College
and entered the work in the
Allegheny Conference. Ordi-
nation followed in 1956. His
ministry as a pastor and
evangelist took him into .
Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Virginja, and Ohio. In 1964
he was called into full-time
evangelistic work with the
Columbia Union. The Lord has signally blessed
his ministry, enabling him to join the ranks of
the Century Club. He now carries the office of
Ministerial Association secretary of the Columbia
Union.

ELDEN K. WALTER gradu-
ated from Walla Walla Col-
lege in 1951. He has con-
ducted eighty-five campaigns,
both long and short, and re-
joiced to see 2,400 souls bap-
tized into the church. He has
also conducted evangelism
field schools for Emmanuel
Missionary College and An-
drews University. These la-
boxs have taker him into the
North Pacific, Southwestern,
Pacific, Lake, and Central unions. Pastor Walter
took a world tour in 1959 and traveled into Latin
America in 1965, taking motion pictures of our
world mission program. He has now been called
to serve as the Ministerial Association secretary for
the Southwestern Union Conference,

HENRY J. CARUBBA is a
native of Louisiana. He grad-
uated from Union College
with the B.A. degree in 1947
and began his ministerial
labors in the Florida Con-
ference. He has labored in
the Nebraska, Alabama-Mis.
sissippi, Carolina, and Ar-

kansas-Louisiana conferences.

While in Arkansas-Louisiana

he was invited to take on
departmental work, serving
as radio-TV and religious liberty secretary. Last
year he returned to Florida as secretary to the
public relations, radio-TV, and religious liberty
departments. In January of this year the Min-
isterial Association secretary mantle was laid on
his shoulders.

THE MINISTRY .
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THROUGH
~ SCIENCE!

“
X, M

‘

H. G. COFFIN

Director, GeoScience Institute

A FAMILY sits tensely in
front of the television
set watching the blast-off
of a rocket. After some
moments of suspension
that lead up to the an-
nouncement that a suc
cessful orbit has been
achieved, everyone re-
laxes, and someone is
heard to exclaim, “Isn’t
science wonderful!”

A harassed business executive ponders
the heavy schedule of work for the day and
wonders how he can encompass it all. He
lifts the telephone and dials directly to an-
other party across the nation. After a num-
ber of such calls and the successful com-
pletion of a significant portion of the
scheduled work, he pauses momentarily to
relax, and thinks how marvelous are the
inventions of modern technology.

The children troop into the house,
clothes soiled and wet. Mother quickly
changes them and throws the dirty gar-
ments into the washer. Some time later
they come out of the dryer, clean, un-
shrunk, unfaded, and still pressed. Mother
praises the new permanent press synthetic
fabrics and appreciates the research that
has developed them. ‘

Astronomers predict the reappearance of
a comet over a certain part of the night
sky. Newspapers print this information
and readers make mental note to watch for
this sight. When the time arrives the comet
appears as predicted, and many people
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have their confidence increased in the wis-
dom and skill of scientists.

Some of the same men who have brought
about these modern technological develop-
ments, which.can be seen, felt, and veri-
fied, make pronouncements concerning the
age of the earth, the development of life,
and the future of mankind. Masses listen
with interest and accept these statements
with great confidence. Have these men not
already demonstrated their great knowledge
and scientific shrewdness?

Satan Gladly “Uses” Science

Because science and its methods of oper-
ation are so convincing, Satan has not hesi-
tated to use it in his attempts to bring dis-
credit upon the Creator and turn man
away from a proper interpretation of na-
ture.

A look back through Biblical history
reveals Satan’s use of science to accomplish
his ends. When Eve wandered away from
the Garden, Satan used a very tangible and
convincing method to draw her attention
and to convince her of the truthfulness of
his lies. The serpent was a respected crea-
ture, and its ability to speak arrested Eve’s
activity and aroused her curiosity. The ser-
pent was real; she could see it. The speech
was real; she could hear it. When the beau-
tiful creature ate the attractive fruit, she
could see that nothing adverse happened.
To take and hold the fruit was only the
next step in a series of realities that ap-
pealed to her senses.

Putting Nature Above the God of Nature

Centuries later the wickedness of man
became so great that God felt compelled
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to remove him from the earth, except for
eight faithful believers. Many more could
have been saved if they had not been mis-
led by the false science of that time. “They
reasoned, as many reason now, that na-
ture is above the God of nature, and that
her laws are so firmly established that God
Himself could not change them. Reasoning
that if the message of Noah were correct,
nature would be turned out of her course,
they made that message, in the minds of
the world, a delusion—a grand deception.”
—Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 97.

On another occasion, another crisis in
the history of the earth, Satan again at-
tempted to thwart the plan of the Creator.
Moses and Aaron were before the proud
Pharaoh to request release of the Hebrew
slaves for the worship of their God in the
wilderness. Pharaoh desired proof of their
calling from these strange messengers. In
anticipation of such a request God had in-
structed Moses and his brother what to do.
The rod that was in Aaron’s hand was
thrown down upon the pavement of the
palace. It became a serpent, gliding and
coiling at their feet. God was using the
method of science to appeal directly
through Pharaoh’s senses, but he was hard-
ened, and unable to perceive God speaking
to him. He called for the magicians, the
wise men and scientists of that day, to
explain and respond to this unusual demon-
stration. Moses and Aaron must have been
at least momentarily dismayed to see the
canes of these men apparently turn to
snakes also! The devouring of all these
creatures by Moses and Aaron’s serpent
should have been highly suggestive to Phar-
aoh, but he was satisfied that he had noth-
ing to fear from these two men, and re-
fused to grant their request.

Authenticlooking Snakes

The serpents produced by the magicians
no doubt looked completely real and au-
thentic. “The magicians did not really cause
their rods to become serpents; but by
magic, aided by the great deceiver, they
were able to produce this appearance. It was
beyond the power of Satan to change the
rods to living serpents.”—Ibid., p. 264. Yet,

though these creatures were not living, it
would have been exceedingly difficult to
distinguish them from the one that was
living. The senses of sight, sound, and
perhaps touch all testified to their being
living reptiles. Thus it is not always safe to
trust completely to the senses. By this
means—appeal through the senses—Satan
succeeded in holding Pharaoh in an atti-
tude of stubbornness and defiance of the
living God. He was hoping thus to block
God’s plan for His chosen people.

Satan succeeded in his diabolical work
on Pharaoh, but God overruled in perform-
ing a spectacular deliverance that was of
great encouragement to God’s people and
symbolized to future generations the deliv-
erance from sin that would come through
Jesus Christ. But Satan was not through.
He was to continue to stimulate the senses
with false science.

Sadducees and Science

In Christ’s time the Sadducees had suc
ceeded in building up an elaborate argu-
ment based on science that there could be
no resurrection and that life ended with
death. Although they had opposed Christ’s
mission, it did not assume bitter propor-
tions until the raising of Lazarus. This
marvelous miracle conclusively proved by
one clearly observable act that they were
wrong, but they were more eager to pre-
serve the theory and their own reputations
than to find truth.

Satan succeeded in blinding the eyes of
many others with whom Jesus associated.
The apostle John records one tragic in-.
stance where misinterpretation of the facts
observed through the senses caused unbe-
lief and rejection. After the feeding of the
five thousand, the people were eager to find
Jesus again. When they found Him in Ca-
pernaum, they asked Him how He had
gotten there, since they thought He had
not traveled with the disciples in the boat
during the night. Realizing that their real
reason for seeking Him was because of the
food they ate the previous day, He said,
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth,
but for that meat which endureth unto
everlasting life” (John 6:27). In answer
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to further questions He declares: “I am the
bread of life: he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on me
shall never thirst. . . . For I came down
from heaven” (verses 35-38).

At this statement some of the people
were offended. How could He say He was
the bread that came down from heaven? “Is
not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose
father and mother we know?” (verse 42).
They knew His birthplace, they had seen
and talked to His parents, they probably
knew some of His brothers and sisters.
You can’t argue against this kind of proof.
This is scientific evidence. He could not
have come down from heaven. This seem-
ingly valid reasoning based on such con-
crete evidence swayed many of His follow-
ers, and as a result, they “walked no more
with him” (verse 66).

In our modern world Satan has increased
his use of science because it has become so
dominant a part of the modern scene and
is held in so high esteem by most of the
world’s population. How much of the sci-
entific brain power of the civilized world
is occupied in the production of better and
more destructive weapons of war? To what
degree has the originator of evil used the
technological developments such as tele-
vision, the motion picture, the printing
press, and easily available drugs to accom-
plish the physical, mental, and moral break-
down of the population? Can the damage
to Christian faith and belief in the inspira-
tion of the Holy Scriptures resulting from
theories within the respected sciences of
biology and geology ever be calculated?

Will Science Create Life?

The increase of false science and its in-
fluence on the populations of the world
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will be especially noticeable as the time
of the end approaches. Miracles of healing
which can be demonstrated to be valid and
authentic but which will not be the work
of the Spirit of God will become more com-
monplace. Claims that the creation of life
has been accomplished by man in the lab-
oratory may become more insistent. It may
become as difficult to tell the genuine from
the false as it was to distinguish between
the serpents in Pharaoh’s court. Science
will be used to prepare the people for the
last almost overpowering delusion—the im-
itation of the coming of Christ by Satan.

How could Eve have been able to deter-
mine that the fruit from the forbidden tree
which was offered to her was not desirable
for food? She could not tell through her
eyes; it was beautiful and attractive fruit.
How could the people of Noah’s day know
that there was going to be a flood to de-
stroy the earth? They had never seen a
drop of rain fall from the sky. By what
means could Moses and Aaron know which
snake was genuine? They all looked very
much alive. How can the Jews of Jesus’
day be blamed for turning away from His
claim that He was the living bread that
came down from heaven? They knew His
parents and the location of His humble,
earthly home.

Here's the Answer

There is one simple answer to all these
questions, an answer that should burn it-
self into our minds so that we will never
lose sight of it, an answer that will provide
us with the information necessary to sort
out the true from the false in the science of
today, an answer that will spare us from
being trapped in the terrible deceptions
yet to come. Study diligently and believe
sincerely God’s inspired instructions to
man. It may be necessary for the Christian
believer sooner or later actually to deny the
evidence of his senses, but so startling a pro-
cedure can never safely be taken unless the
mind first receives correct instructions from
the sources of truth.

Millions Swept Away

Have there been some within the church
who have been strongly influenced by sci-
ence? This is completely understandable.
Science 1s impressive, It is convincing.
Have the pronouncements in biology, geol-
ogy, or astronomy that are contrary to the

(Continued on page 41}




==z SoME think it strange
that we should expect
to find anything new in
a Book that was com-
pleted nearly nineteen
hundred years ago. Oth-
ers doubt that it is
possible to. attain the
heights reached by Bi-
ble students in the past.
Some are persuaded that
the days of great expos-
itory preaching ended in the first decades
of this twentieth century. We subscribe to
none of these views. We believe that in
the mine of Scripture there still lie rich
veins of precious thought that when
tapped will yield a spiritual wealth to
equal and even surpass any discovered by
our forefathers.

Just as strongly are we convinced that
this belief stands no chance of being con-
firmed unless we give serious attention to
our methods of Bible study. An intermit-
tent, casual, routine reading of the Book
will never uncover the treasures that lie
waiting to be revealed. We may accidentally
come across a few jewels that lie close to
the surface, but the inexhaustible lodes
will remain untouched until we learn to
dig more deeply, more systematically, more
unremittingly. How bitter will be our re-
gret if we find that we have been passing
over untold wealth just because we did not
stop long enough to discover it!

And this is not a purely personal mat-
ter. It involves the welfare of the church,
for the church today languishes from a
dearth of mighty preachers, and mighty
preachers are lacking because there are
too few earnest students of the Word. The
age of great preachers has not ended: it is
merely marking time, awaiting the rise of
ministers who will study as the pulpit
giants studied in the days gone by. Look at
any of the princely preachers of the past
and you will find they were primarily stu-
dents of God’s Oracles, and their pre-em-
inence at the desk was firmly based on
their pre-eminence in the study. Think of
Wrycliffe, Huss, Luther, Zwingli, Calvin,
Knox, Wesley, Whitefield, Spurgeon,
Jowett, McClaren, and now Billy Graham.
All of these men were saturated with the
Word of God, and owed their pulpit power
to their mastery of that Word.

We need our modern counterparts of
such men. The church that is blessed with
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BERNARD E. SETON

President, British Union Conference

a Bible-inspired preacher will not long re-
main empty. Human nature still responds
to oratory, and he whose eloquence stems
from deep study of the Bible will never
lack an audience, even in this twentieth
century. Let us, then, as present or as em-
bryo preachers, resolve that our ministry
will be built upon a profound knowledge
and application of the Scriptures.

Personal Study

The foundation of all true Bible knowl-
edge and understanding of that knowledge
is personal study of the Bible. An attempt
to expound the Scriptures without a back-
ground of personal study will lead to shal-
low, artificial, insincere exposition, and
our teaching will be no better than sound-
ing brass or a tinkling cymbal. On the
other hand, study for our own edification
will just as surely enable us to help others.

‘Our own respect for, and application to,

the Word will permeate our personalities
and, unbeknown to ourselves, inspire
those with whom we live and work.

How shall we pursue such study?

THE MINISTRY



Our first suggestion concerns an elemen-
tary but essential operation, namely, that
of reading the Bible. While attention to
any part of the Book can bring benefit,
much will be missed if specific study is not
carried out against a background of regu-
lar reading of the whole volume. Such ex-
ercise gradually gives us a mastery of the
Bible’s contents: we become familiar with
its whole story, we fit together its com-
ponent parts, we begin to grasp its unified
philosophy, we amass a wealth of spiritual
counsel on which we can draw at will, and
our speech and writing become colored
with what we have so assiduously read.

The Bible is a gem with so many facets
that it is not possible to view all of its
beauties at the same time. We therefore
need to read the same portion several
times in order to grasp its literary, histori-
cal, theological, humanitarian, and per
sonal implications. Perhaps that is why
Campbell Morgan declared that he never
presumed to expound the message of any
book of the Bible until he had read that
book fifty times!

Of course, mere reading is not enough.
Perusal of page after page can become so
mechanical that we hardly know what we
read. This danger is inherent in the Bible
Year Plan, which may become an annual

marathon unless we accompany our in- .

cessant reading with more leisurely con-
templation of God’s message.

We should agree, then, that initial read-
ing lays only the foundation for genuine
study. Our survey of the whole Book di-
rects attention to verses, chapters, books,
and themes that awaken our theological
interest. While reading, make a note of
such passages and .use those notes as the
starting point for real study as distinct
from reading. Choose one of these newly
discovered texts, explore its potentialities,
savor 1ts essence, extract 1ts sweetness,
make it yield its secrets. When that is being
done, then we are engaged in study!

This, we should realize, is necessarily a
slow task. In Bible study, the race is rarely
to the swift: indeed, speed is often fatal to
study. Quality is of much greater value
than quantity when it comes to under-
standing God’s Word. So let us be pre-
pared to go slowly, to dawdle in green pas-
tures and linger beside still waters; there
will then be a chance of coming face to
face with the thought that the Spirit-in-
tended us to find in the verses we read.
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We shall waste much valuable time if
we attempt this hyper-spiritual task in our
own mental strength. “The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: . . . neither can he know them, be-
cause they are spiritually discerned” (1
Cor. 2:14). We should, therefore, condi-
tion our study with prayer—before, dur-
ing, and after our concentration on any
particular theme. Our best study may well
be done on our knees, with the Bible open
before us, so that while reading we can
talk to the Lord about the passage and
can hear Him explain its meaning to us.

* Thus we shall come to think His thoughts

after Him.

This may prove to be an uncomfortable
activity. We are so shackled by precon-
ceived opinions, so loaded with others’
concepts, that it is difficult to get an un-
cluttered view of any theme, and we may
despair of ever reaching the pure thought
breathed out by God to His servants the
prophets. Repeated study of the Word will
overcome this difficulty. We must read, re-
read, and read again. We must meditate
until our understanding penetrates the in-
ner meaning of our selected passage. We
shall then arrive at the core of religious
knowledge and know that we have really
grasped the divine intent. Such procedure
is demanding, it calls for discipline, it may
even be embarrassing as it leads us to re-
vise loosely held ideas, undigested con-
cepts, and unthoughtful thoughts. But it
will be rewarding, for it will guide us into
all truth.

What Shall We Study?

The novice is often bewildered by the
wealth of choice that confronts him. Sixty-
six books! Where shall he begin?

His personal reading should already
have pinpointed certain areas that promise
a crop of deeper thoughts, but he may
still need specific suggestions as to books
that will most easily yield sermon topics.
One of the most accessible is undoubtedly
the book of Psalms which thousands of
ministers have found '‘to be an inexhausti-
ble homiletic storehouse. The one hun-
dred and fifty poems are primarily a rec
ord of man’s spiritual relation with God,
but in dealing with this theme, the poets
give us a brilliant portrait of the Almighty
Himself. One cannot but marvel that such
insights were experienced by men who

(Continued on page 31)
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BIBLICAL
MYTHS

FOR RACIAL
SEGREGATION

CHARLES B. HIRSCH

Secretary, Educational Department, General Conference

AMONG persons who con-
sider themselves to be
students of the Bible
one finds with amazing
frequency  individuals
expostulating on certain
themes, using the Scrip-
tures as evidence, either
implicit or explicit, for
their particular points of
view. Unfortunately, the
textual facts that they
feel are so convincing prove after careful
scrutiny to be misinterpreted, resulting in
myths that have in too many instances
been allowed to appear as veritable Bibli-
cal truths.

One such area that has been permitted
in the minds of many to come under the
umbrella of Biblical sanction is that deal-
ing with the origin of race and support
for segregation. It is to this question of
Christianity and race that we as Christians
and believers in the Holy Word must ad-
dress ourselves.

In order to provide a frame of reference
within which we may have a better under-
standing, I should state that by Christian-
ity I am referring to that group of indi-
viduals who believe in the Holy Bible as a
divinely inspired work and who believe
in God as the omnipotent power respon-
sible for the creation of man.

No Jewish Race

By race, I do not wish to connote the
meaning as is used in popular parlance.
How often have you heard people, preach-
ers as well as others, refer to the Jewish
race? This is one of the most dangerous
myths in our contemporary civilization.

8

There 1s no more a Jewish race than
there is a Catholic or a Protestant race. An
individual is a Jew only when he adheres
to the tenets of the Jewish religion. Thus
he is a Jew because of his religion, and
religions are not restricted to races. There
are some Chinese, Ethiopians, and Amer-
ican Negroids who are Jews, which fact in-
validates the common usage and concludes
that a person of any color can be a Jew,
and for that matter a Protestant or a
Catholic.

Obviously, referring to the English,
French, or the German “race” is another
misuse of the word. These are national or
linguistic groups.

Those who indulge in an extremely
elastic use of the term race are also those
who propound other racial myths that
have yet to be proved, such myths as (1)
the mentally superior and mentally in-
ferior races, (2) racial morality, (3) racial
cultures, (4) biologically inferior and su-
perior races, (5) temperamental differ-
ences.

"This confusion of ideas about races has
caused many scientists to be reluctant
about the continued use of this term, but
most anthropologists and taxonomists ap-
pear to be in agreement in classifying
mankind into three major races (in the
scientific use of this term), or divisions, as
follows: (1) the Mongoloid, (2) the Ne-
groid, (3) the Caucasoid.

Others Use Four or Five Divisions

There are also other classifications that
are in vogue, but it is not my purpose to
enter into a lengthy monolog on race and
its connotations. For the time being I ac-
cept this threefold division, aware of some

THE MINISTRY
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of its objections and weaknesses, but on
the other hand realizing that there must
be a starting point. Within- this grouping
I shall be concerned chiefly with the dis-
criminatory attitudes on the part of the
Caucasian toward the Negroid.

Those who are the specialists in the

study of mankind and his origins—the an-

thropologists, and often the sociologists—
have yet to come up with an answer for
the origin of man. Some of the more fre-
quently mentioned reasons for the physi-
cal differences in man include the follow-
ing: mutations, recombinations of genes,
social selection, survival selection, adapta-
tions to environment, and endocrine rela-
tion. Apparently the scientist has not been
able to establish a sole cause for the exist-
ing racial picture.

Basically Theological

As Christians we have too often looked

to the scientist for an answer to some of
these questions and fallacies, and not
enough to theology and the study of the
Scriptures. The social problem facing us
today, one which is a paramount topic in
higher government and judicial circles, is
basically a theological one, especially so
when we start with God as the Creator.

There are, unfortunately, many who be-
lieve that in religion there is evidence for
the support of racial origins and discrimi-
nation. These beliefs, when analyzed, soon
reveal themselves to be myths based on
Biblical facts which in themselves have an-
other meaning or provide no answer at all.

No Explanation of Mark

One of these beliefs has been founded
on Genesis 4:11: “And now art thou
cursed from the earth, which hath opened
her mouth to receive thy brother’s blood
from thy hand,” followed by verse 15,
which states: “And the Lord set a mark
upon Cain, lest any finding him should
kill him.” First, the fact that Cain was
cursed is evident; second, that a mark was
placed on him cannot be denied. But no-
where is there an explanation that the
curse or the mark was a change in his
physical make-up. Actually, the mark was
placed on him to protect him from others,
and the curse made him a vagabond or a
wanderer.

Another even more common exror is
that the black race had its origin in Ham,
one of the three sons of Noah. Recently a
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student asked me after a discussion of this
topic, “Well, what about the fact that
Ham was cursed and made a servant?” For
the fact let us go and see what the Source
does reveal. Genesis 9:25 tells us that after
Noah awoke, he said, “Cursed be Canaan;
a servant of servants shall he be unto his
brethren.” .

Canaan Not Ham

Note here that it was not Ham who was
cursed, but rather his youngest son, Ca-
naan, who was the progenitor, not of a
black people, but of the Canaanites, who
settled in the Palestine-Syria area. This
myth might have been more realistic if
the oldest son, Cush, had been cursed, for
we find that Cush and his descendants did
migrate to Africa and western Arabia, and
the name Cush itself is often interpreted
as meaning “black,” or “Ethiopian.” But
it was Canaan who was cursed by his
grandfather Noah, and not Ham or Cush.

There are others who' think that per-
haps the scattering of the people from the
Tower of Babel resulted in different racial
and ethnic groups. Genesis 11:1 informs
us that the “earth was of one language,
and of one speech.” When Noah’s descend-
ants showed a lack of trust in God by the
building of the Tower of Babel, God went
down and confounded their language, so
that today there is a great variety of lan-
guages and dialects numbering roughly
3,000. But nowhere is there any intima-
tion in this instance that those around the
tower were separated into different color
groups.

No Mention of Race

The Holy Scriptures make no mention
of a division of races. We do note that
when the word race is used it is usually in
the context of competition or a contest
(Ps. 19:5; Eccl. 9:11; 1 Cor. 9:24; Heb.
12:1). At the same time there is reference
to dark-skinned peoples not necessarily Ne-
groid. Jeremiah (Jer. 13:28) raises the
question, “Can the Ethiopian change his
skin, or the leopard his spots?” And an
even earlier text, Numbers 12:1, finds Moses’
wife, Zipporah, referred to as an Ethiopian.

In the book of Acts (chap. 8:88), Philip,
one of the apostles, baptized an Ethiopian
eunuch. In Amos 9:7 the Lord asks, “Are
ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto
me, O children of Israel?” Does this sound

(Continued on page 42)




AS THE health message developed in the
formative years of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, the concepts of gospel min-
istry and medical ministry were often com-
bined in the work of one individual who
taught, healed, and preached the Word.
Our early missionaries were often minis-
ters who spent much of their time treating
the sick or physicians who spent much of
their time in gospel work. The advance of
knowledge and education has separated the
minister and the physician into divers and
distinct areas of labor; yet their work is
often brought together, not in one individ-
ual, but in the team concept. This coopera-
. tion has been well demonstrated in many

successful Five-Day Plan programs. There
is continued opportunity for the minister
and physician to unite their ministry, espe-
cially in our many mission fields, where
healing of soul and body must go together.

Our ministers have been sent out as for-
eign missionaries to all parts of the world,
and when they reached their field they
often found underprivileged people who
were sick, suffering, and poor. Medical
work followed and fulfilled the great need
of these people. Our mission work has
grown from these early beginnings. We
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now have. large mission organizations in-
cluding many hospitals and dispensaries.
In our work emphasis has been on treating
the sick and relieving the immediate suffer-
ing. Missionaries have taught the people
the evils of tobacco, stimulants, and intoxi-
cating drink. And thus our health message
has become part of our mission work in
both word and deed. But have we done all
we can for the people of the world who
have such great spiritual and physical
needs?

Adaptability

In developing countries our health mes-
sage must have more emphasis, because the
people are more unhealthy. Uncleanliness,
poor dietary habits, infectious diseases, and
parasitic infestations are rampant. The
physical condition of these people dulls
their minds to the acceptance of and ad-
vancement in the Christian way. To help
them requires a knowledge of their peculiar
needs.

Whether the people drink tea or coffee
may be relatively unimportant to the more
serious question of having enough food to
maintain life. It would be better for the
children to eat clean meats than to die
with kwashiorkor—a common protein-de-
ficiency disease of many areas. Teaching
health to primitive people the same as one
would teach it to a Western civilization
does not necessarily make the people more
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IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

healthy. And yet our goal is to make all

healthy in body, mind, and soul. We must

adapt our message to the needs of the peo-
ple.- (I don’t mean change the message, but
apply its principles to the needs.) Therefore,
the first rule of health evangelism is adapt-
ability.

Twenty at the Cost of One

“An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure.” All would agree to this
adage, but do we always practice it? Our
early reforms in the realm of health were
both therapeutic and preventive. Modern
medical therapy has advanced to unbeliev-
able heights. We as a people continue our
message of prevention in the realm of tem-
perance, exercise, and diet. In the Western
world programs of therapy often precede
programs of prevention (we treated polio
with hot packs, now we prevent it with
immunization). In developing countries
with limited budgets, prevailing ignorance,
and general lack of facilities, therapeutic
medicine falls behind our Western stand-
ards and preventive medicine is often lack-
ing. Ideally we treat the sick and prevent
the well from becoming ill, but sometimes
we lack the resources to do both. Which
should we do? “A stitch in time saves nine”
applies to the practice of preventive medi-
cine. In application it means that we might
prevent diseases in twenty people at the
cost of treating one sick person. In other
words, for a given amount of time, effort,
and expense we can do more good by pre-
vention than by cure. If we teach the peo-
ple to be healthy, are we not doing more
good than giving an injection to someone
who is already sick? Is not this our health
message—to teach the people to live
healthfully? Our second rule, therefore, is
to put prevention before cure.

Why Prolong Life?
Many physicians who worked on the pub-

lic health report on smoking were smokers

themselves. Right knowledge does not al-
ways mean right practice. Why prolong
life? For what reason? If we practice our
health message we will be more efficient
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workers for Christ, mentally more alert to
the gospel message and the influence of the
Holy Spirit, and thus better prepared for a
deeper spiritual experience, which will lead
us to eternal life. Health is part of God’s
restoration process. So our third rule is to
connect the health message to spiritual re-
alities. We are healthy for a reason. The
laws of health are God’s laws. A combina-
tion of adaptation, emphasis on preventive
medicine, and spiritual help spells greater
success for our evangelistic endeavors.

Applying the Principles

In developing countries the people are
poor, their diet is inadequate, and infec-
tions and infestations prevail. We are obli-
gated to promote health just as we promote
the various departments, such as home mis-
sionary, MV, Sabbath school, education, et
cetera. Health cannot be separated from
any of these departments. Why not estab-
lish a separate department such as health
and welfare? A health and welfare secre-
tary could be appointed. This person prob-
ably should be a minister rather than a
physician. His promotional work would
be in the areas of hygiene and sanitation,
preventive practices and services, temper-
ance, welfare and relief work. He would
chairman a committee that would have as
members physicians and other medical per-
sonnel, teachers, and evangelists. The phy-
sician would need to give technical advice
on health and disease, provide health liter-
ature, give health talks, supervise and par-
ticipate in preventive medical services,
such as maternal and child-care clinics, as
well as practice therapeutic medicine. In
large programs more than one doctor
would be needed. (Today the public
health physician does not practice thera-
peutic medicine.)

Promote on All Levels

Promotion would be carried out on all
conference or mission levels. There would
be health and welfare budgets, offerings,
Sabbath rallies, workshops. Local church
health leaders could be elected. There
would be health instruction in the baptis-
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mal classes. A person would not be bap-
tized if he drank beer, and also he would
not be baptized if he did not have and use
proper toilet facilities—equally important
to health. There would be cooking classes,
gardening demonstration plots, immuniza-
tion clinics, Five-Day Plans, and health
curriculums and programs in our schools.
All these endeavors would require the co-
operation of the minister, educator, and
physician.

In former days we have effectually started
new work in many areas by establishing a
school. Why not take a health educator
(like those trained at Heri Hospital in
Tanzania) and send him to teach the peo-
ple, not the three R’s, but how to live? He
should first demonstrate by his own life
and home the benefits of healthful prac-
tices, and then teach those about him. The
health principles could be adapted to the
immediate needs of the people, the cause
of their diseases pointed out, and spiritual
need for being healthy emphasized. The
people would not only be healthier but
would know the truth for these last days.

These continual efforts of promotion
would bring results. Our people would be
obviously more healthy than those about
them. Our work would gain favor with the
people and their governments. The health
message would truly be a right arm of the
gospel.

Our medical work has done much good
in the healing of individuals sick of soul
“as well as of body. It has put our mission
programs in a favorable light before the
world. Yet we are not realizing the full po-
tential of our health message with the peo-

le who need it most. Many times we have
tailed to adapt ourselves to the needs of the
masses. All too often we have tried to treat
disease in the caldron of ignorance and
pestilence by a pill when the real long-
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Mission Forgot

When early church spread Christ’s good news
They shunned moot speculation

About some matters not disclosed
In God’s self-revelation. '

Apostles didn’t stay in camp
To thresh out obscure knowledge—
They used their Sword to fight the foe,
Not to refute their colleagues.

The risen Lord drew souls to Him
When men proclaimed His story,

But this was given up for schemes
To analyze His glory.

The church became establishment,
Discarded its commission.

No longer warriors, they proposed
To hunt for definitions.

So skeptical of mystery,
They made an ancient blunder:
Thought reason could supply all keys,
And put away all wonder.

Those preachers wrangling over motes
Did not alaxrm the devil,

He grinned, approving their discord,
Bade, “Welcome to our level!”

God’s men today may well recall
Lest they should lose their vision:
“PDissection’s often murder too”;

Forgo that first incision!
SYDNEY ALLEN

range solution lies in preventive measures.
Our medical endeavors are represented by
institutions which are lauded for their good
works. But a greater work would be accom-
plished if a transformation could be seen in
the lives of the people in the way of health-
ful living.

Teamwork Needed

Ministers have stood apart from physi-
cians with some sort of respectful wonder-
ment, and doctors perform their modern
miracles of therapy often to the neglect of
the real spiritual and physical needs of the
people they serve. Unity is needed, espe-
cially in the areas of the world where there
are great ignorance and physical need. It is
imperative to meet the people where they
are and teach them a better way of life, us-
ing the enlightened methods available to
our respective disciplines—medicine and
ministry. One cannot succeed without the
other.
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Fredarichs’ converts.

Right: Shown with family, T. J. S. Fredarichs
of the Andhra Section, South India. A former
Lutheran pastor, he has won 110 souls on a
budget of $15.00. He has the honor of being
the first Southern Asia Division centurion.
Centgr: R. D. Riches, South India lay ac-
tivities secretary, baptizes some of Pastor

107 BAPTIZED FROM VILLAGE

Left: Just a few years from sustentation, John Gabriel achieves the distinction of
being the second centurion in the Southern Asia Division with baptisms of 108 in 1966.

D. R. WATTS

Secretary, Lay Activities and Ministerial, Southern Asia Division

T.J.S. FREDARICHS, the pastor of Chirala,
must have been the happiest man in all of
India. R. D. Riches, South India lay activi-
ties secretary, baptized 107 souls on his be-
half.

These were the first fruits of a recent ef-
fort conducted in Ramnagar, a village
three miles from Chirala. Some months ago
Brother Fredarichs came to this small vil-
lage of five hundred people and rented-a
prayer shed in which to preach the mes-
sage. The shed was built to seat comfortably
only about forty or fifty people, but every
night more than a hundred adults and over
fifty children crowded in to hear the Ad-
vent message presented with enthusiasm
and the fire of the Holy Spirit by Brother
Fredarichs and his associate, Brother De-
vaiah, a newly baptized lay preacher. Oth-
ers gathered outside. God sent His Holy
Spirit as He had promised, and a great re-
vival took place in the village.
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At the conclusion of the campaign 176
people requested baptism. Some of these
became discouraged because of persecu-
tion. Throughout the campaign enemies of
truth did all they could to misrepresent the
Advent message and cast reproach upon
the messengers. But people continued to
come, and they even attended the Sabbath
services. A register was kept to see that
each prospective member strictly attended
the Sabbath school. A junior Sabbath
school with seventy children was started
under the leadership of two university grad-
uates, who themselves were interested as a
result of this campaign.

Pastor Riches visited this place for a week
prior to the baptism. He held meetings
and visited the baptismal candidates in
their homes. He found that they were well
acquainted with the doctrines and showed
much evidence of sincere conversion.

(Continued on page 44)
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TRAINING

PASTORAL

ASSISTANTS

A DOCUMENT recently
came to my hands giv-
ing the results of a
questionnaire that was
filled out by fifty-one
conference presidents in
the North American
Division. The question-
naire dealt with the cru-
cial question of minis-
terial training and the
capacity of the colleges
and the SDA Seminary to meet the need
of supplying qualified and trained men
for the Advent ministry. The document
gave an impartial report and direct quota-
tions from letters of these fifty-one admin-
istrators. The questionnaire probed deeply
into the question of our ministerial pro-
gram.

It is interesting to note that more than
50 per cent of the conferences indicated
pastoral vacancies. Some had as many as
five. Along with the summarization came
this direct observation: “In addition to
these needs, some indicated in separate let-
ters that they had other vacancies in de-
partments, office help, Bible workers, and
certain other lines of work.” This is pre-
cisely the point of this article and is what
prompted its writing. For a number of
years we have recognized the increasing
need for qualified and dedicated workers,
not only in the ministry and teaching
fields but in all lines of denominational
service.
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M. K. ECKENROTH

Chairman, Department of Religion k. |
Columbia Union College

General Lines of Christian Service

With this in mind, the religion depart-
ment of Columbia Union College set about
to develop a program that might assist in
meeting these growing needs of the ex-
panding church. Many of the young peo-
ple in training do not anticipate going on
for professional degrees beyond the Bache-
lor level. Some are young women who plan
to enter educational work, Some prefer
serving the church as a Bible instructor or
perhaps as a personal visitor in many of
the routine calls of the growing church.
Though many of our congregations are
small, we are developing large centers.
These centers require the time of the pas-
tor in fulfilling multiplied administrative
duties. As a result many of the necessary
calls, visits, and Bible studies that were
formerly handled by the ministerial staff
of the church are sometimes delayed and
not infrequently sidetracked because of the
heavy administrative duties. As the work
grows these duties increase.
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Many years ago the Spirit of Prophecy
writings made it clear that both men and
women should be trained for service as
visitors, personal workers, and Bible teach-
ers in the homes of the people. In the
book Evangelism many of these quotations
are brought together. This divine instruc-
tion has been with us for many years, and
through the passing of the decades we have
done very little to seriously carry out this
instruction. “The plan of holding Bible
readings was a heaven-born idea. There
are many, both men and women, who can
engage in this branch of missionary labor.
Workers may thus be developed who will
become mighty men of God. By this means
the Word of God has been given to thou-
sands.”—Evangelism, pp. 456, 457.

“We greatly need consecrated women
who, as messengers of mercy, shall visit the
mothers and the children in their homes,
and help them in the everyday. household
duties, if need be, before beginning to talk
to them regarding the truth for this time.
You will find that by this method you will
have souls as the result of your ministry.”
—Ibid., p. 459.

“If half the time now spent in preach-
ing, were given to house-to-house labor,
favorable results would be seen. Much
good would be accomplished, for the work-
ers could come close to the people. The
time spent in quietly visiting families, and
when there speaking to God in prayer,
singing His praise, and explaining His
Word, will often do more good than a
public effort.”—Ibid., p. 463.

“In the various branches of the work of
God’s cause, there is a wide field in which
our sisters may do good service for the
Master. Many lines of missionary work are
neglected. In the different churches, much
work which is often left undone or done
imperfectly, could be well accomplished
by the help that our sisters, if properly
instructed, can give.”—Ib:ud., p. 466.

There are many young women who
would be delighted to enter into denomi-
national service as a trained Bible instruc-
tor. If trained, she could assist her hus-
band, who is carrying heavy pastoral re-
sponsibilities. Likewise, there are young
men qualified and dedicated to the work
of personal ministry. Not all are equipped
for a preaching ministry. The Lord has
singularly laid His hand upon many young
men who are particularly skilled in per-
sonal work. They can influence men and
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women in behalf of the truth as they
gather them around the family circle for
Bible studies or in private instruction.
These are potentially most productive
workers and can be a tremendous asset to
any pastoral evangelistic program within
the church. We have to recognize, how-
ever, that we have come to the time when
the pastor in the local church is.not able
to carry the multiplied administrative du-
ties and at the same time carry forward a
strong evangelistic program as he would
like to do. It is . therefore logical that
trained and dedicated assistants be pre-
pared to labor with him in his ministry.

College-prepared Workers

With these factors in mind, the depart-
ment of religion of Columbia Union Col-
lege set about developing a Bachelor of
Science in Religious Education degree.
This is an innovation for us as a denomi-
nation. This degree is a combination pro-
gram. The Bachelor of Science degree dif-
fers largely from the Bachelor of Arts
degree in that it does not require foreign-
language courses and is designed primarily
for those interested in a college degree
with an emphasis in special areas without
pursuing a professional Bachelor of Arts
degree such as in one of the sciences, the
humanities, theology, et cetera.

There are two programs in this new
Bachelor of Science in Religious Educa-
tion degree. In each program twenty hours
of religion are required and fourteen or
sixteen hours in a second department such
as education or business administration.
Along with these required courses are
other required cognates that will effec-
tively give balance and background ma-
terial so that the student who elects to
take this degree may later certify in the
field of education by taking additional
courses. Later he may wish to take addi-
tional work in business administration or
otherwise broaden the base of his educa-
tional background.

Meeting the Needs of a Growing Church

These special programs have been set
up to meet the needs of the church in
areas of Christian service, such as the work
of Bible instructors, church secretaries, in-
stitutional workers, et cetera. All of these
workers may be classified as pastoral as-
sistants, doing the work that is so necessary
and essential to the successful pastorate.
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Counsels From the Lord’s Messenger

No Independent
Atoms

The Lord hath not spoken by any messenger who
calls the church that keeps the commandments of
God, Babylon. True, there are tares with the
wheat; but Christ said He would send His angels
to first gather the tares and bind them in bundles
“to burn them, but gather the wheat into the garner.
I know that the Lord loves His church. It is not
to be disorganized or broken up into independent
atoms. There is not the least consistency in this;
there is not the least evidence that such a thing will
be. Those who shall heed this false message and try
to leaven others will be deceived and prepared to
receive advanced delusions, and they will come
to nought. .. .

I wam the Seventh-day Adventist Church to be
careful how you receive every mew notion and
those who claim to have great light. The character
of their work seems to be to accuse and to tear
down.—Selected Messages, book 2, pp. 68, 69.

In union there is strength. In discoxrd and dis-
union there is only weakness. God never designed
that one man, or four, or twenty; should take
an important work into their own hands, and carry
it forward independently of other workers in the
cause. God wants His people to counsel together,
to be a united church, in Christ a pexfect whole.
—Ibid., p. 374.

The scope of our work and the rapid
growth and development ol cur institu-
tions, make it imperative that we take into
consideration the preparation of young
men and women for these important serv-
ices to the cause of God.

Surely the need for workers in these im-
portant areas of service will increase as
time goes on. Those of us who have given
so much of our lives to the training of an
effective ministry want to keep pace with
the rapid development of our program and
bring our training programs into line with
increasing needs of a growing church. This
academic program along with a vital, vig-
orous field program will truly give us an
excellent source of workers both for per-
sonal ministry and for the various offices of
our institutions and churches. This should
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greatly enrich the work of God and hasten
the coming of our Lord.

May the great God give us more workers
dedicated to a finished work in this great
hour of human history.

The two programs are listed for your
interest and study.

ProGrAM 1

Religion (20 hours)
Fundamentals of Christian Faith
Life and Teachings of Jesus
Prophetic Guidance
Daniel
Revelation
Comparative Religions

Education (14 hours)
Philosophy of Education
Introduction to Teaching
Psychology and Teaching
Materials and Methods
History of Education

Required Cognates (15 hours)
Personal Evangelism "
Contemporary Evangelism
Evangelistic Practicum
Principles of Sociology
Survey of Social Services
Ministry of Music

Plus—Fulfilling the requirements of 128
hours for the B.S. degree, including elec-
tives in English, speech, natural science,
math, history, physical education. A minor
other than religion or education.

ProcraM I1

Religion (20 hours)
Life and Teachings of Jesus
Fundamentals of Christian Faith
Daniel/or
Revelation
Biblical Theology

Business Administration (16 houxs)
Principles of Accounting
Intermediate Accounting
Financial Statement Analysis
Auditing

Required Cognate (8 hours)
Introduction to the Ministry
Introduction to Church Administration

Plus—Fulfilling the requirements of 128
hours for the B.S. degree, including elec-
tives in English, speech, natural science,
math, history, physical education. A minor
other than religion or business.
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RADIO-TELEVISION

SECRETARIES PLEDGE

Success achieved in the
public campaigns organ-
ized to follow-up Voice
of Prophecy and Faith
for Today broadcasts as
well as local broadcasters
led delegates at the
quadrennial session of
the Radio-Television De-
partment to pledge
themselves to follow-up
campaigns. Involved in
this are all union and local radio-television
secretaries as well as James J. Aitken and
Walter R. L. Scragg, of the General Con-
ference.

Each radio-television secretary will con-
duct a public campaign to reap the inter-
est aroused by the church’s radio program-
ming. Enthusiasm for this project was
sparked by H. M. S. Richards, Jr., of the
Voice of Prophecy, who reported that there
were fifty-seven daily series of the Voice of
Prophecy currently being broadcast in
North America. Each of these should have
a public campaign to reap the seed sown
by the broadcast. William A. Fagal of Faith
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FOLLOW-UP

W. R. L. SCRAGG

Associate Secretary, Radio-Television Department
General Conference ’

for Today reported on the success of cam-
paigns conducted in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
and San Diego, California. These worked
in areas where Faith for Today had been
telecast for many years.

Among other evangelistic high lights of
the council were reports from Joe Crews, of
the Chesapeake Conference, whose fifteen-
minute daily broadcast has reaped large re-
sults over the past twelve months. His
Amazing Facts broadcast features a self-
selection series of ten Bible guides whose
highly colorful and attractive format has
brought excellent response. In the field of
television, G. E. Knowles, of the Oregon
Conference, reported on the success of the
TV Bible Class. Public campaigns follow-
ing up the interest aroused by this telecast
have brought great success in soul winning.
A different idea for television was presented
by R. S. Larson, of the Washington Confer-
ence. Using a reversed pulpit, he focused
his broadcast on the open Bible on the pul-
pit as a preacher would see it. Both Words
of Life, conducted by Pastor Larson, and
the TV Bible Class are tied in with Gift
Bible Evangelism.
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. THE CHALLENGE

OF A
FINISHED
WORK

ROBERT H. PIERSON

President, General Conference

Part 1

Keynote address, Ministerial Council on Field School
Evangelism, Andrews University, March 7, 1967.

DuriNG recent months
two Jarge and important
church meetings were
held. At these gather-
ings remarkably parallel
actions were taken. From
October 26 to November
4, 1966, the World Con-
gress on Evangelism was
convened in  Berlin.
From more than one
hundred nations evan-
gelists, pastors, theologians, and other
church leaders gathered to discuss ways and
means of preaching Christ’s gospel to the
ends of the earth. As one interested editor
wrote prior to the meeting, these Christian
leaders from several different evangelical
faiths met to search “their souls in view of
parting instructions that the Risen Christ
gave His followers.”* Evangelical Chris-
tians from many lands focused their eyes
and prayers upon this congress fervently
hoping that it might “light the fuse for a
worldwide evangelistic explosion,”*® for
they considered this “the most significant
opportunity for evangelistic planning in
the modern era.”?

These Christian leaders, gathered in
Berlin, brought with them a sense of ur-
gency inspired by a firm conviction that the
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second coming of Christ is near, and that
they must hasten greatly to proclaim His
saving gospel with increasing power to
help prepare the world for this great event.

“They realize that the evangelistic ac-
tion of the Church in this generation could
set the stage for the glorious return of Jesus
Christ,” * wrote one editor just prior to the
Berlin meeting. Note well the phrase, “in
this generation.” Ministers of other faiths
share our sense of urgency in these chal-
lenging days.

The writer continues in words every Sev-
enth-day Adventist leader understands, for
they reflect our own thinking so nearly.
“Never before has the task of bringing the
Gospel of the living Christ to the human
race presented such serious obstacles or de-
manded such urgent action by the Church
of Jesus Christ.”® He then proceeds to
place his finger upon those who must ac-
complish this task. Again note well the Ad-
ventist overtones: ‘“The urgent task of
bringing the Gospel to the entire human
race rests on every Christian believer.”®
Sounds like a lay activities secretary speak-
ing, doesn’t it?

Current of Urgency

Through each of these three challenging
statements a current of urgency runs swift
and strong. At the Berlin Congress there
was a revival of the slogan used at
Dwight L. Moody’s Northfield Conference
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of 1886—"The evangelization of the world
in this generation.”

In his opening address to the congress,
Dr. Billy Graham stressed the lateness of
the hour and emphasized the sense of ur-
gency every Christian should feel today.
“The next twenty-five years will be the
most decisive years since Christ was on
earth,” he declared.

“We have one task,” he continued, “the
penetration of the entire world in our gen-
eration with the Gospell”

“But,” Graham added, “one of the great
questions before this congress is: Can the
Church be revived in order to complete the
penetration of the world in our genera-
tion?” ®

Seventh-day Adventists may well give
careful, prayerful consideration to both of
these last two points—our task of world-
wide penetration with the Advent message
and the condition of a church possessing
spiritual power to accomplish this task.

Cue From the Lord

The other memorable church meeting
held in recent months convened in Wash-
ington, D.C., during the month of October,
a few days prior to the historic Berlin gath-
ering. It was the 1966 Autumn Council
held October 19 to 24. We, too, had repre-
sentatives from many lands gathered for
counsel. In addition to General Conference
leaders, the presidents of our great over-
seas divisions came to meet and to counsel
with us. Our North American union officers
and local conference presidents, institu-
tional heads, and many others were present
for this important convocation.

We, too, met to search our “souls in view
of parting instructions that the Risen Christ
gave His followers.” We, too, sensed the ur-
gency of the hour. We were conscious that
this Autumn Council could well be one of
the important mileposts in recent denomi-
national history. The words “urgency,”
“this generation,” “revival,” “reformation,”
“sacrifice,” and “evangelism” fell fre-
quently from the lips of dedicated leaders
during the discussions. Our cue came not
from our evangelical friends, but from a
deep study of the Word of God and the
Spirit of Prophecy.

Since the Fall Council closed, the chal-
lenge of this Spirit-filled meeting has gone
around the world—no doubt in hundreds
of languages—where the Advent message is
proclaimed. Through the Review and Her-
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ald, through our division and union pa-
pers, the clarion call to arms was sounded.
Our General Conference leaders, off to the
division meetings in many lands, carried
the message with them. They passed on the
torch to division leaders, who in turn faith-
fully handed it with undimmed luster to
their unions and on to the local conference,
mission, and church leaders. There was no
break in the line! The word got through.
The spirit the Lord was pleased to send
among His leaders in Takoma Park last Oc-
tober spread like ripples on the sea to our
church’s farthest outposts. I know, for I
have had scores, probably hundreds, of let-
ters that assure me this is true.

+ What Is the Challenge?

What is this challenge, this call to arms,
that has spanned the seas, penetrated re-
mote jungles, and climbed rugged moun-
tain peaks? Here is the preamble of the
resolution adopted by the Autumn Coun-
cil. No doubt you have read it before:
“This program of worldwide revival and
reformation calls for total mobilization of
the whole church under the power of the
Spirit of God in revival, reformation, and
a wave of evangelism that will sweep
around the world.” ‘

There follows a section on the “inreach”
of the program—outlining a work of revi-
val and reformation that must be done in-
side the church before the mighty power of
the latter rain is poured out for a speedy
finishing of our assigned task. The “out-
reach” of the plan not only contained a
clarion call to evangelism but outlined a
program of coordinated soul winning im-
plicating every department, every worker,
and every member in the church.

Consider These Five Points

1. The Holy Spirit must do something
for the church. He must do something for
you, for me! It is not in us alone to accom-
plish the great task our Master entrusted
to us. There must be a power from outside
ourselves. That power must be the mighty
working of the Holy Spirit in needy hearts
and lives. Nothing less will suffice during
this crisis hour in which we live and labor.

2. A revival of primitive godliness must
come in among us as a people. The King’s
highway must be cleared of every obstruc-
tion—sin and self must make way for the
Saviour and the Holy Spirit.

(Continued on page 39)
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AN EVANGELISTIC FIRST FOR
JAPAN MISSIONARY COLLEGE

NORMAN R. GULLEY

Chairman, Theology Department, Japan Missionary College

T WAS the very first time it had hap-

pened in the history of Japan Missionary
College. The event was a campus-wide
evangelistic crusade under the capable
leadership of theology departrent mem-
ber Hiroshi Shibata. Helpers included the
45-member public-evangelism class with
Isao Ueda as associate director, and Broth-
ers Kanazawa and Noguchi as student
leaders.

Rather than a community campaign,
this unique on-campus crusade was de-
cided on because of the possibility for
many neighbors and non-Christian high
school students to come to the school. Thus
after studying techniques and principles
from Evangelist Shibata, who has had
eight years of evangelistic experience
throughout the union, the students were
ready for the practical demonstration.

With enthusiasm they worked hard mak-
ing beautiful advertising materials, includ-
ing posters, streamers, announcement
stands, and even a wind-operated device!
Across the campus in strategic places and
inside the main auditorium and cafeteria
these posters invited students to attend,
their attendance being on a completely
voluntary basis. Off-campus shop windows
in nearby Nahara carried placards, and
across the road in front of the train station
a banner waved its invitation. Attractively
printed handbills were distributed to both
students on campus and to people in the
surrounding towns. At 7:00 a.M. students
stood outside the train station to catch the
attention of those en route to work, and
again at night they positioned themselves
to greet those returning home. Visitation
bands were organized and personally met
with every non-Adventist student during
and after the campaign. And more than
fifty “big brother” teams were chosen be-
fore the opening night, and each took a
high school mnon-Christian as his burden.
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Students painting signs advertising the meetings.

Village bands, both before and during the
two weeks, visited the scattered villages to
prepare the people and later bring them
to the meetings. Personal invitations were
also mailed out and a car with loud-
speaker equipment toured the villages to
announce the crusade.

Equipped with beautiful slides, well-
planned black light, and radio mike, Evan-
gelist Shibata presented practical topics for
his listeners. “Victory Over Fate,” “Your
True Security,” “The Man Who Opened
the Future,” “The Rule of Victorious Liv-
ing,” and “The Only Way to Glory” were
theme thoughts shared with an average
audience of 330. Of these, around 200
never missed a meeting, and these included
50 to 60 non-Christian students and some

THE MINISTRY




The ministerial students in the evangelism class who assisted Elder Shibata (back row, third from left).

50 visitors from off-campus, most of whom
were non-Christians!

And what were the results under God?
A total of 34 decided to join the baptismal
class and 21 neighbors from off campus
made the same decision. But that is not
all, for the 45 public evangelism stu-
dents received a never-to-be-forgotten ex-
perience in life’s greatest thrill—soul win-
ning! And many caught that same inspira-
tion, although not class members, for those
who attended know that God richly blessed : ” =
this historic crusade. : Evangelist Shibata in action.

G

The ladies’ quartet. This small band added much to the meetings.

Signs of various kinds like this one met students’ gaze in various prominent places on the campus.
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THE FINAL
FOCUS

OF FREEDOM’S
FLIGHT

Tyranny’s Last Stand—5

FArTH'S final conflict of
men and nations, of
ideologies and philoso-
phies, of war and peace,
will resolve itself into
a warfare between the
commandments of God
and the commandments
of men. “And the dragon
was wroth with the
woman, and went to
make war with the rem-
nant of her sced.” Why? Because they “keep
the commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ” (Rev. 12:17).
In this time of universal apostasy, any-
one daring to be so bold as to seek to obey
God implicitly becomes a target for Satan’s
wrath. The dragon arranges the laws of the
land so as to bring those who “keep the
commandments of God” into conflict with
the commandments of the state and the
church. He makes it appear that those who
render strict obedience to the teachings of
the Bible are enemies of the will of Heaven
and traitors to the government of earth.
Through supernatural demonstrations
(Rev. 13:13, 14) and spiritualistic commu-
nications with fallen angels (chap. 16:135,
14) men are convinced that Satan’s coun-
terfeit system of worship is the genuine.
Thus deceived, secular authorities, infiu-
enced by the united counsel of all churches,
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ORRIS ]J. MILLS

Minister, Southern New England Conference

invite the citizens of the nation in a na-
tional referendum, to vote authority to the
legislature to form what becomes a replica
of the medieval system of church-state rela-
tions. “He . . . deceiveth them . .. by the
means of those miracles . . . ; saving . . .
that they should make an image to the
beast. . .. And he had power to .. . cause
that as many as would not worship the im-
age of the beast should be killed” (Rev.
13:13-15). '

Worship, devotion, is measured by our
works, our obedience, our loyalty. Jesus
said, “This people draweth nigh unto me
with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me.”
How did He know? Because they were
“teaching for doctrines the commandments
of men” (Matt. 15:8, 9). Paul, emphasiz-
ing the same principle, said, “Know ye not,
that to whom ve yield yourselves servants
to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey?” (Rom. 6:16). ‘

Whenever we transgress God’s law, how-
ever high may be our profession, we wor-
ship the satanic majesty. “Ye cannot serve
God and mammon” (Matt. 6:24). To dis
obey God is t6 give homage to Satan. No
one understands this better than the enemy
of God and man, the devil himself. To ob-
tain the worship of men in this final con-
flict, he inspires the religious leaders to in-
fluence the state to pass a law that to obey
means to disobey God. The voters have
given permission to the republic to allow
the great religious confederacy to speak in
the legislative assemblies of the state: “It
was allowed to give breath to the image of
the beast so that the image of the beast
should even speak,” saying that “all, both
small and great, both rich and poor, both
free and slave, . . . be marked . . ., so thatno
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark”
(Rev. 13:15, 16, RS.V)).

There you have this second beast speak-
ing “as a dragon” and exercising “all the
power of the first beast before him.”

That the mark of the beast is a direct

wviolation of the law of God is obvious from

the solemn warning that God gives against
receiving the mark:

“‘If any one worships the beast and its
image, and receives a mark . . ., he also
shall drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured
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unmixed into the cup of his anger. . .
Here is a call for the endurance of th
saints, those who keep the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus” (Rev. 14:
9-12, R.S.V.). -

History repeats itself. The same crisis
over the commandments of men and the
commandments of God that has arisen in
every church-state union in the past arises
in this final confederacy. The sacred annals
record that in ancient Babylon the conflict
was over the second commandment:
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image . . . : thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor serve them” (Ex.
20:4, 5). King Nebuchadnezzar made a
huge image of gold and set it up on the
plain of Dura and commanded that all fall
down and worship it, “and whoso falleth
not down and worshippeth shall the same
hour be cast into the midst of a burning
fiery furnace” (Dan. 3:6).

Observe how similar in language is the
decree of ancient Babylon and that of the
second beast in Revelation 13:15: “As
many as would not worship the image of
the beast should be killed.”

Now let us notice how the -crisis devel-
oped in the kingdom that succeeded an-
cient Babylon, Medo-Persia. In this second
example from history the test is over the
first commandment, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me” (Ex. 20:8). This an-
cient church-state union made “a firm de-
cree, that whosoever shall ask a petition
of any god or man for thirty days, save of
thee, O king, . . . shall be cast into the den
of lions” (Dan. 6:7).

In each of these cases a law had been
passed that was in direct conflict with the
Ten Commandments. To obey the com-
mandments of men meant to disobey the
commandments of God. To obey the law
of heaven meant to disobey the law of the
land.

In such a crisis the followers of God
through the centuries have said with
Joseph, “How then can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God:” (Gen.
39:9). In every age men have stood for
principle in the face of death as did Peter
and John, who under religious and political
censure by the Jews answered, “Whether it
be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.
For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19, 20).

In ancient Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach,
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and Abednego stood up in obedience to
the commandments of God when all the
rest of the world bowed down in obedience
to the commandments of men. Immediately
the report was brought to the king. “ “These
men, O king, pay no heed to you; they do
not serve your gods or worship the golden
image which you have set up’” (Dan. 3:
12, RS.V.).

“Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage
commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego be brought. . . . ‘Is it true,” ” he
said, “‘that you do not . . . worship the
golden image which I have set up?”
(verses 13, 14, R.S.V)).

In humility, but with courage, they an-
swered, “‘O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no
need to answer you in this matter. If it be
so, our God whom we serve is able to de-
liver us from the burning fiery furnace;
and he will deliver us out of your hand, O
king. But if not, be it known to you, O
king, that we will not serve your gods or -
worship the golden image which you have
set up’” (verses 16-18, R.S.V.).

God hasn’t always delivered His children
from the oppressor’s death as He did in the
case of these three men. He allowed His
Son to die a martyr’s death at the hand of
the Roman Empire through the instigation
of the apostate Jewish church, but His per-
mission was for the salvation of the world.
The oppressor’s heel may be allowed to be-
come heavy over the heads of the righteous
but the hand that is omnipotent is overrul-
ing all for the accomplishment of His pur-
poses. :

So shall it be in this last hour. God will
allow deceived men, urged on by evil an-
gels, to go only so far in the persecution
of His commandment-keeping people. The
law will be passed that those who keep the
commandments cannot “buy or sell.” The
decree shall go forth that they “should be
killed.” But in that hour when the wrath
of the dragon is making war upon “the
remnant . . . which keep the command-
ments of God,” the Lamb will interpose.
As the enemy of all righteousness is about
to pounce upon his foe, the Lord wrests
the prey from his hands, and John beheld
“them that had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name,
stand on the sea of glass, having the harps
of God. . . . And they sing .. . the song of
the Lamb” (Rev. 15:2, 3).

(Continued on page 37)
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VICTORY IN EGYPT

J. R. SPANGLER
Associate Secretary, Ministerial Depariment, General Conference

THE recent war in the
Middle East has gripped
the world’s heart with
tragic fear. Charges and
countercharges relative
to who is at fault have
been hurled back and
forth. Regardless of who
won, if there is a winner,
one thing is certain, a
recent victory in Egypt
has caused rejoicing in
heaven’s courts and among the ranks of the
Middle East Advent believers.

Early this year Egypt borrowed Pastor
C. D. Brooks, ministerial association secre-
tary of the Columbia Union Conference,
for an evangelistic crusade in Cairo. Ap-
proximately a dozen young men united
with him in forming an evangelistic team.
Two ordained men, Pastors Fakhry Na-
guib and Nassif Boutros, left families and
churches to join the team and remain in
the field for follow-up work. Pastor Brooks
credits the entire staff for the success of
the effort.

“Differences”

“Differences” in evangelistic procedures
were quickly overcome by capitalizing on
the history of past Egyptian campaigns,
plus using the acquired knowledge of
American crusades conducted by Evangel-
ist Brooks. The church congregations ral-
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lied to the challenge of the preparatory
sermons which preceded the opening
night. “Around the clock” prayer vigils
were conducted. Members got out of bed
during the dark watches of the night to
{)ray. Christian stalwarts from the Heliopo-
is church, Nile Union Academy, and those
housed at the evangelistic center, sup-
ported the meetings with their presence
each evening. The center, spared by a di-
vine miracle as all other buildings about it
were destroyed to make room for the great
Ramses Square, second in importance in
all of Egypt and transportation center of
the capital city, is where the meetings were
held.

Administration Support

The excellent support of administrators,
both division and union, were of invalu-
able service from the first to the last. Pas-
tor F. C. Webster, president of the Middle
East Division, and all the members of his
staff consistently showed the interest and
support necessary to make this spiritual
venture a success. Pastor Habib Ghali,
president of the Egypt Union Mission, and
his wife were present at all services. Pastor
Ghali and his staff did everything possible
for the success of this crusade.

“Wall to Wall” Listeners

The people of Egypt are tenaciously
bound together by the unyielding tethers
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Left: Part of the audience with people standing at the back of the hall.

Above left: Associate Nassif Boutros and Elder Brooks planning the visitation.
Above right: Fakhry Naguib (left) intexpreting for C. D. Brooks.

of Islam. The Christian minority seek
jealously to hold their own members. Any
public evangelistic crusade poses a threat.
The image of many evangelical groups is
contorted and confused through misrepre-
sentation. Adventists are no exception and
are not generally known as Christians.

With this knowledge in mind Pastor
Brooks and his team boldly advertised the
opening subject: “Who Is Jesus Christ? Is
He the Son of God or Just the Son of
Man?” Opening night found the audito-
rium jammed wall to wall with listenexs.
Standing room was not available. From
the shores of Alexandria to the parched
regions of Aswan on the south, people
came. At the conclusion of the opening-
night message Pastor Brooks was surprised
as the audience spontaneously burst into
applause. A foretaste of the time when
earth’s redeemed will indicate their mu-
tual joy by praising Christ as the Son of
the living God—the Desire of all ages and
the hope, the only hope, of eternal salva-
tion!

From this day forward the meetings met
with general approval. Thousands of tracts
found their way into the hands of spirit-
ually hungry people. Hundreds of Bibles
were given as gifts to those who attended
more than thirty meetings. Hundreds of
copies of Steps to Christ, The Desire of
Ages, and Patriarchs and Prophets were also
given away. Many a seed has been planted
in Moslem and Christian hearts alike. This
seed will spring up and bear fruit. Doctors,
college professors, engineers, policemen,

AvucusT, 1967

and politicians joined farmers and factory
workers nightly.

“At Ease Together”

Brother Brooks commented on the excel-
lent service rendered by his translators,
Pastors Naguib and Boutros. “The timing
was natural and easy,” he reports, “and
we were at ease together.” Only those who
have used translators can appreciate the
blessing of one who attempts to put fire
into the sermon and is willing to duplicate
inflections and gestures. These men faith-
fully copied Pastor Brooks even to the rais-
ing of the Bible into the air at just the
right moment.

A careful visiting program was organ-
ized. Daily the entire staff scoured towns
and hamlets, towering apartments and vil-
lage huts, seeking out the interested ones.
At times our evangelist was met at homes
by huge welcome signs and even photog-
raphers, who displayed the ever-present
Arab hospitality. Pictures from the hand-
bills were framed and hung on many a
wall. This evidence of the acceptance of
those bringing the gospel to them brought
joy to the hearts of the team.

Protectors of Troublemakers

Of course, there was opposition. This
world is enemy territory and every inch
gained by God’s servants demands a battle.
Certain religious leaders joined in open
hostility. Handbills denouncing the cru-
sade and announcing a series of meetings

(Continued on page 38)
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THE CONTRAST |

ELLEN G. WHITE

THERE is nothing which will weaken the
strength of a church like pride and passion.
If one engaged in the work of God does things
in contradiction to another engaged in the same
work, that is strife and variance. If we do this
to ‘be esteemed or to exalt self, it is vainglory,
and death to spirituality and to Christian love
and unity of action. Let there be no spirit of
opposition among Christians. Christ has given
us an example of love and humility, and has
enjoined upon His followers to love one an-
other as He has loved us. We must in lowli-
ness of mind esteem others better than our-
selves. We must be more severe upon our own
character defects, be quick to discern our own
errors and mistakes, and make less of the faults
of others than of our own. We must feel a spe-
cial interest in looking upon the things of oth-
ers—not to covet them, not to find fault with
them, not to remark upon them and present
them in a false light, but to do strict justice
in all things to our brethren and all with whom
we have any dealings. A spirit to work plans
for our own selfish interest, so as to grasp a
little gain, or to labor to show a superiority or
rivalry, is an offense to God. The Spirit of
Christ will lead His followers to be concerned,
, not only for their success and advantage, but
to be equally interested for the success and
advantage of their brethren. This will be loving
our neighbor as ourselves; and an opposite
spirit from this creates differences and aliena-
tions and want of love and harmony.

Oh, how out of place is all this strife for
supremacy! Jesus alone is to be exalted. What-
ever may be the ability or the success of any
one of us, it is not because we have manufac-
tured these powers ourselves; they are the sa-
cred trust given us of God, to be wisely employed
in His service to His glory. All is the Lord’s
intrusted capital. Why, then, should we be lifted
up? Why should we call attention to our own
defective selves> What we do possess in talent
and wisdom, is received from the Source of wis-
dom, that we may glorify God.

The apostle would call our attention from
ourselves to the Author of our salvation. He
presents before us His two natures, divine
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and human. Here is the description of the di-
vine: “Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God.” He was
“the brightness of his glory, and the express im-
age of his person.”

Now, of the human: “He was made in the
likeness of men: and being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obe-
dient unto death.” He voluntarily assumed
human nature. It was His own act, and by His-
own consent. He clothed His divinity with hu-
manity. He was all the while as God, but He
did not appear as God. He veiled the demon-
strations of Deity, which had commanded the
homage, and called forth the admiration, of
the universe of God. He was God while upon
earth, but He divested Himself of the form of
God, and in its stead took the form and fashion
of a man. He walked the earth as a man. For
our sakes He became poor, that we through
His poverty might be made rich. He  laid
aside His glory and His majesty. He was God,
but the glories of the form of God He for a
while relinquished. Though He walked among
men in poverty, scattering His blessings where-
ever He went, at His word legions of angels
would surround their Redeemer, and do Him
homage. But He walked the earth unrecognized,
unconfessed, with but few exceptions, by His
creatures. The atmosphere was polluted with
sin and curses, in place of the anthem of
praise. His lot was poverty and humiliation.
As He passed to and fro upon His mission of
mercy to relieve the sick, to lift up the de-
pressed, scarce a solitary voice called Him
blessed, and the very greatest of the nation
passed Him by with disdain.

Contrast this with the riches of glory, the
wealth of praise pouring forth from immortal
tongues, the millions of rich voices in the uni-
verse of God in anthems of adoration. But He
humbled Himself, and took mortality upon
Him. As a member of the human family, He
was mortal; but as a God, He was the fountain
of life to the world. He could, in His divine
person, ever have withstood the advances of
death, and refused to come under its domin-
ion; but He voluntarily laid down His life, that
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in so doing He might give life and bring im-
mortality to light. He bore the sins of the world,
and endured the penalty, which rolled like a
mountain upon His divine soul. He yielded
up His life a sacrifice, that man should not eter-
nally die. He died, not through being com-
pelled to die, but by His own free will. This
was humility. The whole treasure of heaven
was poured out in one gift to save fallen
man. He brought into His human nature all
the life-giving energies that human beings will
need and must receive.

Wondrous combination of man and God!
He might have helped His human nature to
withstand the inroads of disease by pouring
from His divine nature vitality and undecaying
vigor to the human. But He humbled Himself
to man’s nature. He did this that the Scripture
might be fulfilled; and the plan was entered
into by the Son of God, knowing all the steps
in His humiliation, that He must descend to
make an expiation for the sins of a condemned,
groaning world. What humility was this! It
amazed angels. The tongue can never describe
it; the imagination cannot take it in. The eter-
nal Word consented to be made flesh! God be-
came man! It was a wonderful humility.

But He stepped still lower; the Man must
humble Himself as a man to bear insult, re-
proach, shameful accusations, and abuse. There
seemed to be no safe place for Him in His
own territory. He had to flee from place to
place for His life. He was betrayed by one of
His disciples; He was denied by one of His
most zealous followers. He was mocked. He was
crowned with a crown of thorns. He was
scourged. He was forced to bear the burden
of the cross. He was not insensible to this
contempt and ignominy. He submitted, but,
oh! He felt the bitterness as no other being
could feel it. He was pure, holy, and undefiled,
yet arraigned as a criminal! The adorable Re-
deemer stepped down from the highest exalta-
tion. Step by step He humbled Himself to die
—but what a death! It was the most shameful,
the most cruel—the death upon the cross as a
malefactor. He did not die as a hero in the
eyes of the world, loaded with honors, as men
in battle. He died as a condemned .criminal,
suspended between the heavens and the earth
—died a lingering death of shame, exposed to
the tauntings and revilings of a debased, crime-
loaded, profligate multitude! “All they that see
me laugh me to scorn; they shoot out the lip,
they shake the head.” Ps. 22:7. He was num-
bered with the transgressors, He expired amid
derision, and His kinsmen according to the flesh
disowned Him. His mother beheld His humilia-
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tion, and He was forced to sce the sword pierce
her heart. He endured the cross, despised the
shame. He made it of small account in consider-
ation of the results that He was working out in
behalf of, not only the inhabitants of this speck
of a world, but the whole universe, every world
which God had created.

Christ was to die as man’'s substitute. Man
was a criminal under the sentence of death for
transgression of the law of God, as a traitor, a
rebel; hence a substitute for man must die as
a malefactor, because He stood in the place of
the traitors, with all their treasured sins upon
His divine soul. It was not enough that Jesus
should die in order to fully meet the demands
of the broken law, but He died a shameful
death. The prophet gives to the world His
words, “I hid not my face from shame and
spitting.”

In consideration of this, can men have one
particle of exaltation? As they trace down the
life and’ sufferings and humiliation of Christ,
can they lift their proud heads as if they were
to bear no trials, no shame, no humiliation? I
say to the followers of Christ, Look to Calvary,
and blush for shame at your self-important ideas.
All this humiliation of the Majesty of heaven
was for guilty, condemned man. He went lower
and lower in His humiliation, until there were
no lower depths that He could reach, in order
to lift man up from his moral defilement. All
this was for you who are striving for the su-
premacy—striving for human praise, for human
exaltation; you who are afraid you will not re-
ceive all that deference, that respect from hu-
man minds, that you think is your due. Is this
Christlike?

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus.” He died to make an atonement,
and to become a pattern for every one who
would be His disciple. Shall selfishness come
into your hearts? And will those who set not be-
fore them the pattern, Jesus, extol your merits?
You have none except as they come through
Jesus Christ. Shall pride be harbored after you
have seen Deity humbling Himself, and then as
man debasing Himself, till there was no lower
point to which He could descend? “Be aston-
ished, O ye heavens,” and be amazed, ye in-
habitants of the earth, that such returns should
be made to our Lord! What contempt! what
wickedness! what formality! what pride! what
efforts made to lift up man and glorify self,
when the Lord of glory humbled Himself, ago-
nized, and died the shameful death upon the
cross in our behalf!

Who is learning the meekness and lowliness

(Continued on page 31)
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(Concluded)
ALGER F. JOHNS

Professor of Old Testament History, Andrews University

ACCORDING to the historical records,
when Nebuchadrezzar went to Jerusa-
lem, he found there Jehoiakim’s son and
successor, Jehoiachin, on the throne. Jehoia-
chin surrendered without much of a strug-
gle, and submitted to the authority of
Nebuchadrezzar. Perhaps he did this at the
advice of Jeremiah, we do not know. Je-
hoiachin reigned for only three months
and ten days, and Nebuchadrezzar took
from the land of Judah in punishment
10,000 captives of the best of the land.
The actual Babylonian chronicle record
as found in the book by D. J. Wiseman,
Chronicles of Chaldaean Kings, page 73,
tells about this capture of Jerusalem. “In
the seventh year, the month of Kislev, the
king of Akkad [that was Nebuchadrez-
zar], mustered his troops, marched to the
Hatti-land, [Palestine and neighboring
countries], and encamped against (i.e. be-
sieged) the city of Judah and on the second
day of the month of Adar he seized the city
and captured the king. He appointed there
a king of his own choice (lit. heart), re-
ceived its heavy tribute and sent (them) to
Babylon.” ‘

Loyalty or Intrigue?

Nebuchadrezzar must have had some
confidence still in the professed followets of
God, for he put Zedekiah on the throne of
Judah and he made Zedekiah swear alle-
giance to him. Zedekiah was another wor-
shiper, at least a professed worshiper, of
Jehovah. His very name Zedekiah means
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“Jehovah is righteousness,” or, “Yahweh is
righteousness,” and so Nebuchadrezzar had
the opportunity to again test a leader of the
professed of God. But we find that in Zed-
ekiah’s fourth year, 594 B.c., he fell into
the temptation of rebellion. There were
ambassadors from Edom, Moab, Ammon,
Tyre, and Sidon, and all of them probably
prompted by the new king of Egypt, Psam-
matichus II (or Psamtik the Second), who
had just ascended his throne, These ambas-
sadors were intriguing for rebellion against
the Babylonian Empire, against Nebuchad-
rezzar. They were pro-Egyptian, and there
was a pro-Egyptian party in Judah itself.
Back in Babylon among the Jewish exiles -
there were some false prophets who tried
to stir up the Jews, and Nebuchadrezzar did
not deal with them in a gentle Christian
spirit, for the Bible record says he burned
them in the fire because of their agitation
of treason (Jer. 29:22).

Fate of False Prophet

Back in Judah the prophet Jeremiah
tried to stem this tendency to rebellion on
the part of the pro-Egyptian party. The
story is told in chapters 27 and 28 of Jere-
miah. Jeremiah said the Lord had put a
yoke upon the king of Judah and on the
kings of Moab, Ammon, Sidon, and all the
other surrounding countries, and he made
wooden yokes as an object lesson. A false
prophet, Hananiah, came, and he took one
of these wooden yokes and broke it-and
said: “Thus saith the Lord, I will break
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the yoke of the king of Babylon from upon
you.” The message of Jeremiah from the
Lord was to the effect that, “You have
broken yokes of wood, I will see to it you
will have yokes of iron. You will serve
Babylon.”

It was in the plan that God had for
them, and the sudden death of this false
prophet, Hananiah, as recorded in Jere-
miah 28:17 apparently swung the balance
in favor of Jeremiah and the pro-Baby-
lonian group. Zedekiah the king, weak of
will, who had flirted with the idea of re-
belling against Babylon, turned it down,
at least for the present, not from principle,
perhaps, nor because he had sworn faith-
fulness to the God of heaven, but maybe
because he felt discretion was the better
part of valor. He knew that Nebuchad-
rezzar must have known what was going
on, or something about it, and the Bible
says that he hastened in person to Babylon
to renew his allegiance (Jer. 51:59).

Nebuchadrezzar accepted this renewed
oath of allegiance. I read in Prophets and
Kings, page 447: “The unrest caused by
the representations of the false prophets
brought Zedekiah under suspicion of trea-
son, and only by quick and decisive aqtion
on his part was he permitted to continue
reigning as a vassal. Opportunity for such
action was taken advantage of shortly after
the return of the ambassadors from Jeru-
salem to the surrounding nations, when
the king of Judah accompanied Seraiah,
‘a quiet prince,” on an important mission
to Babylon. During this visit to the Chal-
dean court, Zedekiah renewed his oath of
allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. Through
Daniel and others of the Hebrew captives,
the Babylonian monarch had been made
acquainted with the power and supreme
authority of the true God; and when Zede-
kiah once more solemnly promised to re-
main loyal, Nebuchadnezzar required him
to swear to this promise in the name of the
Lord God of Israel. Had Zedekiah re-
spected this renewal of his covenant oath,
his loyalty would have had a profound in-
fluence on the minds of many who were
watching the conduct of those who claimed
to reverence the name and to cherish the
honor of the God of the Hebrews.”

Jerusalem Captured

Now Nebuchadrezzar had the promise
of Zedekiah, and in the name of Jehovah
whom he honored. Sad to say, the weak-
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kneed Zedekiah yielded to the nobles who
were pro-Egyptian and rebelled in 588
B.C. Can we blame Nebuchadrezzar, with
his heathen background, for anything he
might have done at this time? Could we
blame him if he had said: “This is the last
straw; no more nonsense along this line.
I believe there is nothing to the religion of
the Hebrews or to their God. I will end
their rebellious ways once and for all’’?

So Nebuchadrezzar assembled his armies
and marched to Jerusalem, for he was go-
ing to put down this rebellion. There was
a long and bitter siege and finally the city
was calptured and burned by fire. Zedekiah
the false king, the false follower of God,
was captured, his sons were killed in front
of his eyes, and then his eyes were put out
and he was taken in disgrace to Babylon.

We don’t know for sure, but the events
recorded in Daniel 3 could very well have
taken place right after this. Both of the
major Greek versions, the Septuagint and
Theodotian, place these events in the
eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar (that
is the nineteenth year by the fall-to-fall
reckoning), traditionally after the fall of
Jerusalem. Whether or not they belong
here they certainly seem to fit. The king
was going to make an image of gold and
all must bow down. In this way he would
find out who was loyal and he would weed
out the disloyal.

Nebuchadrezzar Not Truly Converted

There are many possible explanations
as to why Daniel was absent when the
events of Daniel 3 took place, but to me
the logical explanation is that at that time
he was not a Babylonian official and so
was not required to come there and swear
allegiance to the golden image. At any
rate, God once again performed a miracle
and touched the heart of Nebuchadrezzar,
for he accepted the miraculous evidence.
We read in Daniel 3:28, “Then Nebuchad-
nezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who
hath sent his angel, and delivered his serv-
ants that trusted in him, and have changed
the king’s word, and yielded their bodies,
that they might not serve nor worship any
god, except their own God.” And I want
you to notice the next verse. He acknowl-
edged God, but he wasn’t really what we
would call a converted man because this
is what he said, “Therefore I make a de-
cree, That every people, nation, and lan-
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guage, which speak any thing amiss against
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their
houses shall be made a dunghill: because
there is no other God that can deliver
after this sort” (verse 29). He was still
an absolute despot at heart, even if at this
time he was for Jehovah, the true God.

But apparently there was still another
rebellion and another deportation of the
Jews from Jerusalem a few years later
(Jer. 52:30). And it seems only logical to
believe that there was another relapse into
idolatry by Nebuchadrezzar. At any rate,
in a list of officials found in the Babylonian
records dated to the thirty-fifth year of
Nebuchadrezzar’s reign (570 B.c.), there
is no Daniel on the list, not by that name
nor by the name Belteshazzar. And there
is no hint of any other Hebrew being on
the list. This date was either just before or
during the seven years of Nebuchadrez-
zar's madness.

God’s Last Appeal

Now we come to the events of Daniel,
chapter 4. This was God’s last appeal to
the heart of the monarch. Nebuchadrez-
zar would probably be about 50 or 55 years
old at this time, and we know he had done
great things. He had conquered all that
opposed him. His kingdom was not world-
wide in the Mediterranean area, but cer-
tainly it was world dominant. Multiplied
thousands of inscribed bricks dug up by
archeologists attest to the fact that he was
the one who built Babylon. And so in his
pride of heart, as he looked over the beau-
tiful city set in a land well irrigated by ca-
nals from the Euphrates River, a fruitful
spot, a golden city, pride welled up and he
said, “Is not this great Babylon, that I
have built?” (Dan. 4:30). The Lord knew
that was what he would say and so had
given him a dream and told him what
would happen. God gave Nebuchadrezzar
one last message. You might say God took
away his senses in order to bring him to
his senses. So we have the Bible record of
the seven long years of madness.

Babylon must have been ruled by a re-
gent or by regents, we do not know. Obvi-
ously in this heathen court there would be
no hint of the king’s madness given in the
official records. At the end of the seven
years, when his senses returned to him, we
find that this proud monarch was a hum-
ble, converted man. He was now finally
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truly converted, and the words of Daniel
4:34-37 represent the confession made by
this king.

The sovereign was now a saint and this
is the last picture we have of Nebuchad-
rezzar in the Scriptures. He apparently
was a child of God until the end of his
reign, and those who are Christians can
confidently expect to see him in the king-
dom of heaven. O how wonderful was the
love of God manifested to bring this
heathen monarch to a knowledge of the
true God, to make him a child of God!
And how marvelous it was that this man
in the highest place that earth could offer
finally, after some thirty or forty years of
work, yielded to the Spirit of God and ac-
ﬁqpted the salvation that God offered to

im.

God Seeks Witnesses

But think of those whom God sought to
use as witnesses. Some were good and some
bad. What kind of witnesses are we? When
the people of the world see us what do they
think of Seventh-day Adventists? What do
they think of the worshipers of the true
God? Are we Daniels? or are we Jehoia-
kims and Zedekiahs? Oh, I suppose we all
probably would admit that we are not so
good as Daniel; and, on the other hand, I
doubt that any of us feel that we are quite
so bad as these wicked kings. But what is
our influence?

What Kind of Citizens Are We?

The world does not look at our spiritual
experience first; they look to see what kind
of citizens we are. Are we who are Advent-
ists good citizens who obey the laws, and
that includes the speed laws, or do we set
bad examples? When we see the police of-
ficers are not around do we cut through
the stop signs? Do we drive around the
wrong side of the street just to save a few
paltry yards to get up into our driveway?
Yes, the world watches some of these out-
ward things.

Only when people know us better do
they then look into our hearts. Do we have
love for our fellow man? What kind of wit-
ness do we give of our God to the people
around us? O I pray that we may have a
good witness. Think of God’s love to bring
Nebuchadrezzar to a knowledge of salva-
tion. Sometimes we neglect those who are
in high places. We neglect the rich, we

(Continued on page 37)
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The Contrast
(Continued from page 27)

of the Pattern®> Who is striving earnestly to mas-
ter self? Who is lifting his cross and following
Jesus? Who is wrestling against self-conceit?
Who is setting himself in good earnest and with
all his energies to overcome satanic envyings,
jealousies, evil-surmisings, and lasciviousness;
cleansing the soul temple from all defilements,
and opening the door of the heart for Jesus to
come in? Would that these words might have
that impression upon minds that all who may
read them would cultivate the grace of humility,
be self-denying, more disposed to esteem others
better than themselves, having the mind and
Spirit of Christ to bear one another’s burdens!
Oh that we might write deeply upon our
hearts, as we contemplate, the great conde-
scension and humiliation to which the Son of
God descended that we might be partakers of
the divine nature, and escape the corruption
that is in the world through lust! All haughti-
ness, all self-exaltation, must be put away from
us, and we learn the meekness and lowliness of
Churist, or we shall find no place in the kingdom
of God. The life must be hid with Christ in
God. The anchor of every soul is to be cast
into the Rock cleft for us, that Rock which
bears up a ruined world. Let us keep these
things in our minds.

Pride of talent, pride of intellect, cannot ex-
ist in hearts that are hid with Christ in God.
There would be no strivings to let self stand
forth conspicuously unless Deity and humanity
combined had stood in the gap to stay the
sentence of a broken law. Its penalty would
have fallen, without abating a jot of its sever-
ity, upon the sinful. It fell on Jesus, the world’s
Redeemer, to give man another trial. Then let
us humble ourselves, and adore Jesus, but
never, never, exalt self in the least degree. God
forbid that we should foster in ourselves inde-
pendence. Make haste that none of us may
occupy the fearful position of him for whom
Christ died in vain.

Will my brethren consider that there is no
royal road to heaven? The cross, the cross, lies
directly in the path we must travel to reach the
crown. Those who will not humble themselves
even as a little child, said Jesus Christ, shall
have no part in the kingdom of heaven. If the
motive of all our life is to serve and honor
Christ and bless humanity in the world, then
the dreariest path of duty will become a bright
way—a path cast up for the ransomed of the
Tord to walk in. If we are children of God,
there will be countless opportunities for serving
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Him by active ministry to those for whom He
died. Jesus looks upon the wants, the necessi-
ties, of every soul, and ministers unto them
by standing close beside the one whom He uses
to be an instrument to help and bless others.
All contentions, all envy, is grievous to Jesus
Christ.
—Review and Herald, Sept. 4, 1900.

How Do You Study?

(Continued from page 7)

lived amid the crudities of Near-Eastern
life in the early part of the first millen-
nium B.C. It is unlikely that we shall sur-
pass their understanding of the Most High
until we stand before the Eternal. Beyond
doubt, then, it will be profitable to under-
take a systematic study of these lyrics, ei-
ther in numerical order or according to
personal preference, making a list of the
whole and keeping a record of progress
until we have covered the whole book. In
this way we can consider man’s relation-
ship to his Maker, the psalmist’s revela-
tion of God, a righteous man’s attitude to
sin, acceptance of sorrow, religion and na-
ture, the art of praise, and an almost endless
list of stimulating topics.

If there is one valid objection to a con-
centration on the Psalms, it is this: They
are pre-Christian, they were composed in
partial darkness before “the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God” had shone
“in the face of Jesus Christ.” But this limi-
tation can easily be counterbalanced b
a simultaneous study of the Gospels. It
does not take long to read the four ac
counts, but since we need to start with one
of them, we shall do well to choose the
shortest—the Gospel according to St
Mark. This is also usually regarded as the
simplest, but that is a rather superficial
view, based largely on its literary form,
and ignoring the fact that the four ac
counts tell the same basic story and con-
front their readers with the same super-

(Continued on page 41)
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/W7 WoRKING WITH

COMMITTEES AND GROUPS

THE successful minister
must learn to work with
people. Each congrega-
tion is made up of many
individuals, and cement-
ing them into a working
organization is an im-

ortant task. One would
expect to find many
leaders in most congre-
gations; but leaders are
rare. An authority says,
“Less then 5 per cent of the people are
leaders.”

There are basically three types of lead-
ers. There is the anarchy type, which means
every person doing just as he pleases. There
are some ministers who operate in this pat-
tern. They have no program, and what is
done at the meeting is up to the members.
One has aptly said, “It is a fallacy to be-
lieve that groups, if left to themselves, will
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always develop a democratic atmosphere. It
is more likely chaos than autocratic domi-
nance will result.”

Then we have the autocratic type of lead-
ership, which means everyone doing what
the chairman wants, and assuming that
only a few were made to govern. Some min-
isters operate in this manner.

Finally, there is the democratic type of
leadership. This is based on the assumption
that if the group is given all the facts and a
chance to discuss the issues it can form solid
conclusions. This type provides the oppor-
tunity for free discussion under leadership
of its own choosing.

Primary Functions of the Pastor-Administrator

What are the primary functions of the
pastor-administrator?

1. He is to set policy. This means that
the efficient minister must have an educa-
tional basis to understand the over-all func-
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tioning of the church. He must have a
knowledge of the organizational workings
of our denomination and how they apply
to the local church. Often the local elders
know more about the administration of the
local church than does the young worker.
The minister who chairmans the church
board does help set policy. Thus he should
know what is going on in the church and
where he is going.

2. The minister is to supervise. He is
held responsible for the smooth function-
ing of the church. He is the senior officer
of the congregation, and it is his business
to see that all departments operate prop-
erly. This means he must be wide awake
and should take an interest in all church
functions.

3. The pastor must delegate authority
and vesponsibility. Some ministers try to
run the whole church. Such are either
headed for a nervous breakdown or a fail-
ure! How wise is the counsel of the apostle
Peter: “Feed the flock of God which is
among ‘you, taking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready nmund; neither
as being lords over God’s heritage, but be-
ing ensamples to the flock” (I Peter 5:
2, 3). Select people who will augment your
program. Give them authority to function.
One of the gross mistakes of many a minis-
ter is failing to back up his associates. This
is done not only to staff members but de-
partment heads. Henry Kaiser, leader of an
industrial empire, said, “You seldom ac-
complish very much by yourself. You must
get the assistance of others. I make progress
by having people around me who are
smarter than I am and listening to them.
And I assume that everyone is smarter
about something than I am.” This is real
leadership!

4. The pastor-administrator coordinates
the total program of the church. Each de-
partment will have the tendency to think
only of its own immediate needs and will
forget the function of the church as a
whole. It is the task of the minister to co-
ordinate these various departments so there
is harmony throughout the church. With-
out this proper coordination there can de-
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velop certain misunderstandings between
departments.

5. The pastor is to train others in lead-
ership. The pastor who is farseeing will
constantly be developing other people in
leadership. The tendency in many churches
is for the leadership to revolve around a
small group or clique. This is not good for
the future leadership of the church. It is
imperative to be on the lookout for people
who will make future leaders.

One authority in the field of group dy-
namics says that the “three essentials that
stand out in good leadership are: (1)
Know your members; (2) Build a good
working relationship; and (3) Know where
you are going.” A minister without a pro-
gram is not worth his pay.

Why Groups Fail to Reach Good Decisions

Many church groups fail to reach desira-
ble results for several reasons. Not all of
these reasons of failure are found in every
group, but one or two are enough to neu-
tralize effective goals.

1. A confusion or lack of understanding
of the goals of the group. This is true of
many committee meetings of the church.
Their objectives seem to be very nebulous.
One of the first duties of any group is to
define the reason for its existence. A rele-
vant question is, “What are we here to dor”

2. A lack of competent leadership. If the
leader is poor, even the best members can
become muddled in their discussion.
Therefore, before a person is appointed
the leader of any group, thought should be
given as to his or her qualifications.

8. Poor organization and red tape. This
is a factor that often destroys the group’s
effectiveness. The middle-of-the-road policy
or a course between 7no organization and
over-organization is the best.

4. The rut attitude. Such has diminished
the effectiveness of many groups—the idea
of not wanting to change old methods.
Church groups have the tendency of being
conservative and resenting new methods
and ideas. This attitude checks much prog-
ress that might be made in the cause of
Christ.

5. Cliques, factions, subgroups, and non-
accessibility of the group. When the organ-
izational patterns of many churches are
studied, it is found that a small faction
runs the church and calls the score. The
minister will find it rather difficult to bring
in new officers who may not be in with the
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subgroup. This is not a healthy situation
and takes a great deal of tact and skill to
dissolve. It 1s not uncommon to have a
small subgroup contact each other by tele-
phone and have things very much settled
before the board meets. Thus, certain mem-
bers are not included in the full discus-
sion. This is always unfortunate and limits
good working relationships.

6. The selfish motive—what can I get
out of it? Such an attitude is usually de-
structive. The total good of the church and
the cause of Christ must be paramount!
Sometimes you will find people who are
happy to serve on the nominating commit-
tee so they can be sure they will not be as-
signed a major responsibility.

7. The group is not composed of the
right combination of persons. One of the
lessons the pastor-administrator soon learns
is that not all persons are good matexrial for
boards and committees. All it takes is one
or two problem individuals to destroy the
group’s effectiveness. How important it is
that careful forethought be given as to who
should make up the boards and committees
of the church.

Problem-solving Procedure

Let us now consider some simple and
positive suggestions as to how a board or
committee can solve problems. These rules
have been time-tested by many groups and
have proved to be true.

I. The problem must be carefully and
cleaxly formulated so that every member
in the group can understand it. It is a good
procedure to write it out on a blackboard
or distribute it in mimeographed form.
Make it plain so that there will be no mis-
understanding as to what is being pre-
sented. If the problem is misunderstood,
then no amount of deliberation will bring
the group to the agreement desired.

2. The problem must be analyzed and
observed from all angles. The facts must
be known both pro and con. Much thought
must be given to the problem. To properly
know all the facts, some research should
be done beforehand.

3. After the facts have been assembled,
then the problem must be discussed, evalu-
ated, and a decision made. It is imperative
that each person in the group feel free to
discuss the problem without the idea that he
or she willf have the disapproval of the
chairman or minister. The chairman must
keep all members on the subject in order
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to reach a decision. It is so easy to go off
on tangents. Or, there may be one or two
who monopolize the whole discussion. My
suggestion to the committee chairman is,
“If you have something to say on the sub-
ject, by all means say it; if not, wait until
the meeting is adjourned.”

How to Conduct a Business Meeling

Most church people do not enjoy or
feel the responsibility of attending the busi-
ness and board meetings. Somehow they do
not feel these meetings are important, and
thus try to find excuses to be absent. If this
is the case, then we who are responsible for
the administrative functioning of the
church should do some real heart searching.
The fault may rest at our doorstep.

Notifying those concerned is a must!
When our church council is called, we
send out a mimeographed notice of the
place and time of meeting. Also included
1s an agenda of the items to be discussed
and a financial statement for the month.
Some ministers also include the minutes of
the previous meeting. For small commit-
tees, it is effective to have some onionskin
letterhead paper. Using carbon paper, the
same letter can be copied and be sent to all
committee members with one typing.

It is imperative that an agenda be care-
fully prepared beforehand. It is helpful
if the members can receive a copy of the
agenda- in advance. The pastor or chair-
man should give each item on the agenda
some careful thought so as to make sure
that the group has all the facts.

Of concern to many pastor-administra-
tors is the problem of introducing com-
pletely new topics without their being
cleared with the presiding officer prior to
the meeting. It must be remembered that
free and open discussion does not mean a
hodgepodge of disconnected topics. This
practice should be discouraged. The intro-
duction of such items can hamper discus-
sion because there can be no preparation
of facts and data by the members of the
group.

In administering the church, the minis-
ter must never allow the strain of the proj-
ect to overshadow what is happening to
persons. Our approach must be God-cen-
tered and person-oriented. People and their
needs are the “raw material of church ad-
ministration.” The minister must always be
alert to what is happening (or not happen-

(Continued on page 37)
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[Note: Your comments and constructive criticisms are
invited. Whether it be praise_ or disapproval, our onmly re-
quirement is that it be done in the framework of a (ghris-
tian spirit. All items under this heading reflect the per-
sonal views of the respective writers and not necessaril
those of this journal or the denomination at large.—Eprrors.

Degrees a Must!

Dear Editors:

Dr. W. K. Nelson’s article in the June, 1966, issue
of Tt MiINISTRY, and the letter from D. S. Porter
(of the November, 1966, issue) with his resounding
“Hurrah,” have prompted me to write.

First of all, I agree with Dr. Nelson’s quotations,
although I think he could have used some other
statements which are more solid, such as Testimo-
nies, volume 5, pages 583, 584: “We would that
there were strong young men, rooted and grounded
in the faith, who had such a living connection with
God that they could, if so counseled by our leading
brethren, enter the higher colleges in our land,
where they would have a wider field for study and
observation. Association with different classes of
minds, and acquaintance with the workings and re-
sults of popular methods of education, and a knowl-
edge of theology as taught in the leading insti-
tutions of learning would be of great value to such
workerys, preparing them to labor for the educated
classes and to meet the prevailing errors of our
time.” (See also Testimonies to Ministers, pages
198, 194.)

It is true that some seek advanced degrees for
purposes of prestige and power. However, my expe-
rience with learned men is such that they are usu-
ally most accommodating, humble, and helpful. 1
thank God for many such individuals within the
framework of our own church organization who
have sought and obtained advanced degrees, not to
glorify self, but to advance the cause of God, and to
bring standing to our work among men of influence
—as did Paul and Daniel and Moses of old.

The farther one’s education goes in depth and
research, the more a person is to realize that he is
only scratching the surface. I like to think of higher
education as a look through a telescope. The more
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highly powered the telescope, the more the details
are discerned. In the pursuit of knowledge you see
far more that can be learned and explored. This is
exactly the experience God wants His people to
have. Education, page 17, says this: “Instead of con-
fining their study to that which men have said or
written, let students be directed to the sources of
truth, to the vast fields opened for research in na-
ture and revelation. Let them contemplate the great
facts of duty and destiny, and the mind will ex-
pand and strengthen.” Read also on page 18:
“Higher than the highest human thought can reach
is God’s ideal for His children.” This not only re-
fers to our Christian growth but to our growth in
other directions. The more one studies God’s Word
and related material, the more one realizes his
need for adequate tools of research to plumb the
depths of God’s resources.

At best the meager education we achieve on this
earth is just a scratch on the surface. If we as a
denomination fail to encourage our workers to keep
up in new ways to teach, to vesearch in medicine,
et cetera, we are failing to follow the blueprint. If
we expect to give leadership as the head and not
the tail, our brethren must seek and obtain the
best education possible. Too long we have been
saying we don’t need advanced education. Who can
set the bounds of learning? Can institutions by con-
ferring their degrees? Yes, they do make their con-
tribution, but the end product is the student, who
has to be judged. The criteria is the degree to
which he has attained more Christian growth,
deeper love for his Lord, and awesome respect for
learning. He will feel uncomfortable in heaven,
where the secrets of the universe are poured out
for his study through the ceaseless ages of eternity,
if he has not developed his talents to the extent
of his God-given ability.

Demands in the field of public education are
such that the day is not far hence when every edu-
cational superintendent who supervises our elemen-
tary or secondary education programs will be re-
quired to have a graduate degree—as it is now
largely being required in public educational systems.
Accreditation and certification requirements are
such today that the doctorate is becoming riecessary
to ensure the operation of our schools.

As Dr. Nelson is wcll aware, overseas the M.A.
degree is a must in most of our colleges. Many coun-
tries require a doctorate if a person expects to
teach or give any leadership to the work. Authori-
ties will not issue entrance visas to those less quali-
fied, for they will say, “We have lots of men with
M.A. degrees. What we need are men with doctor-
ates to help raise our own standards.”

One of the chief values acquired in the perusal
of a doctorate is the skill one learns in doing and
using the tools of research. We need more of this
in our denomination in certain areas. If we all sat
down and maintained a status quo as implied, our
schools would soon be closed for lack of certified
teachers and the mission program would be se-
verely hampered.

(Continued on page 44)
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STUDENTS TOO CAN WIN SOULS!

The students and the nine new members.

FLOYD BRESEE

Director, Ministerial Field Training, Union College

NION COLLEGE ministerial students
may choose to take their evangelistic
training in either of two ways.

A student may elect to take his work at a
field school in evangelism held during the
summer. Such schools have been held in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and in Greeley
and Colorado Springs, Colorado. Plans are
being laid for such a school in Denver.

If he wishes, the ministerial student may
take evangelism in a two-hour course each
semester of his senior year. Whether the
class is taken in this winter program or in
the summer field school, both include pax-
ticipation in an actual series of meetings.

Our recent winter series at the North-
side church in Lincoln shows that young
men can be successful in evangelism. The
175-member church had just finished a
new building. They had performed a num-
ber of community services and laid some
good groundwork. Pastor Myron Voegele
felt the time was right for evangelistic
meetings.
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Students Plan the Program

Although we have preferred the field
school because of the problems involved
in trying to make an evangelistic effort fit
into a student’s busy schedule, there are
some advantages in the winter program.
Here the student can help plan the meet-
ings, lay the groundwork, prepare the ad-
vertising—and do the preaching. Months
were spent in class making these prepara-
tions for the Northside effort. Class is a
great deal more interesting when the dis-
cussion is changed from, “What subjects
should be included in an evangelistic- ef-
fort?” to, “What subjects shall we include
in this effort?” From, “How much money
should meetings cost?” to, “How much
money will this meeting cost?”

Before meetings began, the whole series
had been planned, sermons preached and
reworked in class. By this time the men
had been taught so much and experienced
so little that they approached the first
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meeting with fear and trembling. But the
Lord used them.

Confirmation of Soul-winning Success

One of the questions young men ask
themselves repeatedly and worry over more
than we realize is, “Can my preaching win
souls—am I really a soul winner?” Practice
preaching doesn’t answer it. Neither does
preaching on Sabbath morning answer
completely. The loyal members make
about the same comments to the young
preacher at the door whether he did well
or not. There is nothing like soul-winning
success to confirm a young man’s call to
the ministry. He has felt called. He has
been convicted of our message. But can
God use him to convict others? This ques-
tion hangs heavily over the heads of our
ministerial students. What a thrill it is to
these young men when they see the Holy
Spirit working and non-Christians becom-
ing Christians, non-Adventists becoming
Adventists through their preaching. To
them it is as though the heavens had sud-
denly opened.

As our meetings progressed, we noticed
one particular middle-aged couple attend-
ing very regularly. A few days after one of
the young men preached on the mark of
the beast, this couple made their decision
for baptism. You can imagine what it did
for the embryo preacher to learn that
through his sermon the Holy Spirit had
placed 2 man under such conviction he
hadn’t slept all the following night. The
couple have now been baptized.

Holding a series of meetings with a
group of young ministerial students al-
ways worries one a bit. Soul-winning at-
tempts can teach them either of two
things—that they can win souls or that
they cannot win souls. Young men go into
an evangelistic campaign with such high
hopes and grand expectations! An effort
that fizzles out is such a blow to their self-
confidence that it can leave them a little
bitter toward evangelism. A success, on
the other hand, whets their appetites for
more.

The enclosed photograph pictures our
evangelism class along with the nine new
members resulting from their Northside
effort. These boys have proof positive that
by the grace of God they can win souls.

Please pray for our colleges as we en-
deavor to fire our young men with a zeal
for winning souls.
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From Sovereign to Saint
(Continued from page 30)

neglect the powerful, yet God loves all,
high and low, rich and poor, great and
humble.

The final lesson we should get from this
story is that our loving Father in heaven,
and our loving Saviour, would do as much
for you and for me as they did for Nebu-
chadrezzar if it were necessary to bring
about our salvation. So while we may not
be sovereigns, yet we too can accept the
love of God and we too can become one of
the saints who will receive, not a kingdom
on earth, but an eternal kingdom that will
never end.

Working With Committees
and Groups

(Continued from page 34)

ing) to the members who attend the vari-
ous meetings of the church.

During the past world war the War Man-
power Commission suggested four founda-
tions of a good relationship: (1) Let each
worker know how he is getting along. (2)
Give credit where credit is due. (3) Tell
people in advance about changes that will
affect them. (4) Make the best use of each
person’s abilities. What excellent advice for
the pastor-administrator!

The Final Focus of Freedom’s Flight
(Continued from page 23)

Their captivity was turned. ““The beast
was taken, and with him the false prophet
that wrought miracles before him, with
which he deceived them that had received
the mark of the beast, and them that wor-
shipped his image. These both were cast
alive into a lake of fire burning with brim-
stone” (Rev. 19:20). Thus is brought to an
end all coercion. Tyranny shall never rise
again. Sin and sinners are no more. The
entire universe is clean, for our God has
destroyed “them which destroy the earth”
(Rev. 11:18).
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Victory in Egypt
(Continued from page 25)

attempting to refute the plain teachings of
the Word of God were distributed. Articles
appeared grossly misrepresenting our
church. Attempts were made to identify
Adventists with Jews and Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses (Jehovah’s Witnesses are officially
banned in Egypt) and other unpopular
groups. These handbills were passed out
as the huge crowds left the center. The
command of Christ to love your enemies

was obeyed by the evangelistic team as they

literally became the protectors of these
troublemakers when some of the audience
attempted to beat them up and drive them
away. Friends of the crusade, both Chris-
tian and Moslem, stood ready to defend
our men. The result of this attack was
that our enemies were summoned by
Egypt's FBI and ordered to “find some-
thing in that Bible to preach about and
leave Mr. Brooks alone!” The one service
they did conduct was responsible for send-
ing another record crowd to our evangel-
istic center to_see if the charges were true.
Many exclaimed as they left, “These people
are not as their opponents said they were!
The preacher proved everything by the
Bible.” The evangelistic team was encour-
aged over the outcome of this conflict and
were convinced that with God on their side
nought could stand against them.

Largest Single Baptism

At the conclusion of the effort 38 souls
were baptized in the first baptism. It is

CITIZEN SMITH By Dave Gerard

"t isn't a motel—it's a church!"

Reprinted by permission of The Register and Tribyne
Syndicate.
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our understanding that this is the largest
single baptism ever in the Middle East Di-
vision. More than 110 persons signed the
pledge to obey all of God’s commandments.
Pastor Chafic Srour, dynamic division evan-
gelist, continued the meetings in Cairo
with good success.

A large crowd of friends at the airport
bade farewell to Pastor and Mrs. Brooks.
The reciprocal esteem which they held for
one another was manifested at the hour of
separation. As the Brookses moved through
customs the crowd burst into unrestrained
applause several times, making the giant
airport ring. Curious bystanders came over
and inquired, “Are you folks from the
cinemar” ~

They replied, “Oh, no, we are on business
for the King. We are doing a work in-
finitely more important than the movie
stars ever dreamed of. We are engaged in
the nicest work in the world.”

When earth’s shadows are forever lifted
the year 1967 will be seen as a tremendous
year of victory in Egypt. A light shines
brightly—the light of truth over this an-
cient land. It is a light preparing men for
the coming of Christ and the only valid
era of peace.

ERRATUM

In the April issue of Tee MiNistry, under the heading .

1966 Overseas Ordinations, Australasian Division,” we
spelled the name of Kenneth J. Moore as we received it.
his was incorrect. It should have been

“Kevin’> not
““Kenneth.”

Eprrors.

THE MINISTRY INDEX

Ministers are indicating their dis-
covery of a wealth of sermonic ma-
terial through The Ministry Index.
We can still supply the complete
Index—1928-1965—from this office
for $3.00. Cash with oxrder.

The Index has created a demand
for back numbers of The Ministry.
We have run low on certain issues
and would appreciate hearing from
readers with back numbers to spare
from 1928-1958. ‘

Thank you for your response.
We will be pleased to pay for cer-
tain issues.

THE MINISTRY



The Challenge of a Finished Work

(Continued from page 19)

3. Revival is not enough—true reforma-
tion must follow the initial stirrings long-
ing saints feel in their hearts. Revival but
begins a work that must continue. Refor-
mation is the lasting practical demonstra-
tion of the grace of God transforming the
lives of His people. The old habits, the old
life, the old ways, must be forever finished!

4. A new battle cry of evangelism must
reverberate around the world, calling
workers and laymen alike to the greatest
challenge of all—soul winning! I wish to
lay special emphasis on this point later in
this message.

5. To accomplish the objectives already
mentioned in the Autumn Council action,
there must be total mobilization of the en-
tire church! Ministry and laymen, young
and old, rich and poor, every department,
every institution, the Lord’s messenger de-
clares, must be assigned a definite role in
the last great struggle.

Facing the Challenge

Now let us turn our attention to the task
before us. It is to face this challenge more
effectively that you men have come from
all parts of North America for this impor-
tant council tonight.

What more appropriate text could I se-
lect for this keynote challenge than the
words of the Saviour Himself recorded in
John’s Gospel, chapter 20, verse 21: “As
my Father hath sent me, even so send I

ou.”

The Father sent Jesus into the world on
a mission—an urgent life-or-death mission
of evangelism. He came as One working
against a deadline. He had but three and
one-half short years in which to accomplish
His mission.

“As my Father hath sent me,” He says, “so
send I you.” Every member of His church is
under commission to play his part in a
similar mission—an urgent life-or-death,
soul-winning mission! Every other work is
to be subordinated to this greatest of all
assignments—saving the lost!

“First Consideration”

Seventh-day Adventist workers are busy
people. They have an apparently endless
number of things clamoring for their atten-
tion. There are churches to build, schools
to operate, goals to reach. These are all
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worthy projects, phases of our program
that are of vital import, duties that must
not be left undone! But we must never for-
get, whatever else we do, nothing should
crowd out our most important assignment
—our greatest privilege, soul winning. “To
win souls to the kingdom of God must be”
our “first consideration.”?®

“We have a most solemn, testing message
to give to the world. But too much time
has been given to those who already know
the truth. In the place of spending time
on those who have been given many oppor-
tunities to learn the truth, go to the people
who have never heard your message.”™
These are plain words. Care for those al-
ready in the church, important as it is, must
not prevent us from working for those who
have never heard the Advent message.

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15),
certainly is not a new command to Seventh-
day Adventists. It has been ringing in the
ears of God’s chosen people for more than
a century. It is an all-inclusive directive. It
includes you. It includes me. It includes
every person who has accepted the Advent
message. It sends us into every conceivable
geographical situation, every strata of so-
ciety, every profession, every race, tribe,
and creed!

Not an Optional Appeal

This is no optional appeal we may take
or leave, accept or ignore, as we may
choose. We dare not hesitate or procrasti-
nate. This is a divine imperative. We are
ambassadors under authority to the King
of kings. Jesus Christ, our great Leader, not
only has given the command, He has also
set the example. We have no option—no
choice. We are to go and to evangelize!

1 Christianity Today, Oct. 28, 1966, p. 2.

2Ibid., p. 3.

s Thid., p. 32.

5 Tbid.

s Ibid., p. 33. .

7 Ibid., Noy. 11, 1966, p. 4.

$Ibid.) p. 7

% Gospel Wt;rker:, p- 31.
10 Evangelism, pp. 20, 21,

My Work

Lord, let me not die until I’'ve done for Thee—

My earthly work, whatever it may be,

Call me not hence with mission unfulfilled;

Let me not leave my space of ground untilled;

Impress this truth upon me, that not one

Can do my portion that I leave undone.
~—Anonymous
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BEGINNING April 8, B. G. Mohr, pastor
of the La. Crosse district, and I began
meetings in the Sparta Seventh-day Advent-

ist church. This is a small church, seating -

about 125, and is not completed as yet, but
is far enough along so that meetings can be
held in it. Sparta is a thriving industrial
and manufacturing town of about six thou-
sand inhabitants. The church has a mem-
bership in the Conference Directory of
thirty-three, but there are far less than that
number who are able to get to church con-
sistently. About ten miles from Sparta is
Hylan(f,ale Academy, a self-supporting in-
stitution with a little more than thirty in
the student body. The Hylandale folks gave
loyal support to the effort and the students
did wonderful work in putting out hand-
bills in the community.

People Standing

On the opening night every chair was
filled and many people were standing, even
in the hallway. Three times during the
opening week there were people standing,
and the attendance was from 120 to 130.
The lowest attendance during the first two
weeks was 81, and on the third Saturday
night there were 121 present. At the close
of the second week, I was called away by a
death in the family, and the meetings were
continued with the help of Lenard Jaecks
and H. J. Harris. While it was unfortunate
to have an interruption in the personnel,
the work was carried forward ably, and the
good attendance continued.
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At the present time a baptism is being
planned and will take place very soon. It
is believed that strength will be added to
the church through these meetings, and it
was indeed a thrilling experience to meet
with these good people night after night.
Meetings were conducted five nights a
week. :

Time Innovation

Somewhat in the nature of an innovation
was the time of the meetings. On weekends,
meetings began at 7:30 p.M. and were over
at 9:00 r.m., but on week nights they began
at 7:15 and were over at 8:30. A poll of
those present indicated that about 95 per
cent preferred the earlier hour, and the at-
tendance indicated that this was a satisfac-
tory arrangement. This timing was first
tried in the conference by Elder Jaecks, pas-
tor of the Madison, Wisconsin, church. One
advantage that was mentioned to him was
that parents could get their children home
and into bed in time for a good night’s
sleep, and thus they did not need to find
baby-sitters.

Bible-Hymnal Set

The most fruitful attendance awards in
several campaigns I have conducted have
been the miniature Bible-Hymnal set. We
give the de luxe set to those who, during
the entire series, bring twenty new people
and the cheaper set to those bringing ten.
We have found that people will work hard
for these awards.

THE MINISTRY



How Do You Study?
(Continued from page 31)

natural Man, the Man Christ Jesus. A dili-
gent study, based on repeated reading of
the Evangels, will construct in our minds
a harmony of the Gospels and a thorough
acquaintance with all recorded details of
the life of our Lord. What better knowl-
edge can a Christian acquire?

And what then? After this basic study
of the Old and New Testaments, to which
of their pages shall we turn? One of the
richest repositories of religious thought
is the corpus of Paul’s letters, written by
the mastermind of Christendom after he
had prayerfully meditated on the myster-
ies associated with the Incarnation. In the
consequent thirteen or fourteen letters he
presents the student with the widest possi-
ble range of practical theological thought,
from the relative simplicities of Philemon
and Titus, through the increasing depths
of Thessalonians and Philippians, to the
complexities of Ephesians and Romans.
Where is the preacher who has exhausted
the “unsearchable riches” of this pastoral
correspondence?

‘When we have reveled in such study we
have only skipped over a small portion of
the wide theological world that awaits our
exploration, for every page of the Bible is
a map to lead us into delectable new re-
gions where we may find abundant spirit-
ual food waiting to be gathered by the
diligent student. Therefore let us read,
read, and read again with the prayer in
our heart that the Author of Scripture
will open our eyes that we may behold
wonderful things out of His law.

When and Where Shall We Study?

The French have a word for it—Chacun
a son gout, that is, “Every man to his
taste.” We differ in our physical natures:
one man is at his best in the wee sma’
hours, another begins to wake up around
10:00 p.m., while others can only efficiently
function in the middle of the day. Let us
not, then, lay down Draconian laws for
one another. Let every man discover. the
routine that suits him best, and let him
faithfully adhere to a sensible program of
study. Much theory written on this matter
has little hope of ever being put into prac-
tice since it is divorced from reality, but
that need not discourage us, for we can
each choose our own time and make and
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keep our own resolutions in this respect.
Whatever time we do dedicate to study,
however, let it be regular, unhurried,
quiet, and honestly used and filled with
disciplined mental activity. The lazy man
will rarely produce soulstirring material!
In addition, let us keep clear of any com-
plex concerning the ideal time for study:
let us be ready to utilize all available time

" while traveling or while waiting to meet an

appointment.

While we all have twenty-four hours at
our disposal and a certain liberty in their
use, we do not all possess the well-fur-
nished study with which a few are blessed.
Yet every student needs a study, even if it
consist of nothing more than a corner in a
family room. He needs his desk or table
with a reasonably (but not too-) com-
fortable chair, and a place where he can
keep the books of which he has immediate
need. There is great value in having the
necessary reference books at one’s finger
tips, for one is more likely to consult the
book that lies ready to hand. See to it,
then, that the Bible in several languages
and in different versions, together with
one or two commentaries and Bible dic-
tionaries, are within reach. Under such
conditions, an hour of concentrated study
can yield most satisfying results.

’ (To be continued)

Deception Through Science!
(Continued from page 5)

inspired Word of God disturbed some and
raised doubts in their minds? There is
only one way to resolve these problems: go
to the sources of truth and accept their
simple and authoritative statements as
God’s word for you. The day is coming, if
it is not already here, when evidences for
an age of billions of years of life upon the
earth will seem sufficient to constitute
proof, when a glob of synthesized matter
in a test tube will appear to have all the
characteristics of life, when the evolution-
ary assent of man is seemingly undeniable.
The day is coming soon when sights in the
heavens and on earth will sweep away mil-
lions in deception and doom. But he who
searches and believes God's inspired mes-
sages to man will be saved now and for-
ever. True science, which comes from God
and leads to God, may then constitute our
study throughout eternity.
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Biblical Myths for Racial Segregation
(Continued from page 9)

as if this group were inferior to God’s
chosen people?

From what has been presented we may
conclude that- theologically there is no
answer as to the origin of race. But the
problem facing us today is not so much
the origin of race as it is man’s inability to
get along with man because of differences
in the pigment of the skin. This problem,
I believe, has a much better chance of be-
ing resolved through theology than it does
through anthropology or sociology.

As believers in God’s creation, we find
that we have our origin with Adam. Paul
highlights this when he frequently refers
to Adam in Romans 5, and writes in 1
Corinthians 15 that as we all die in Adam,
so in Christ we are made alive. He spells
this out in more detail in his letter to the
Galatians (3:28) when he says, “There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus,”
and a similar message is found in Colos-
sians 3:11.

He does not imply by this that there
were no slaves, for he lived in the Roman
Empire, where Greeks and others were
made slaves to the Romans. And in Ephe-
sians 6:5-10 Paul admonishes the servants
and masters of their responsibilities one to
another. These relationships, please note,
were not necessarily along racial lines, and
nowhere is there any indication that one
race is to be master and the other slave.

If we can conclude that the Bible does
not advocate racial segregation, what can
we say is the reason for its existence in
Christian circles today? The answer may be
found in one word—prejudice, a word that,
I understand, is not in the Bible. In each
of us there exists some degree of prejudice,
and this was acquired, not inborn.

Bigotry, which we connect with religion;
snobbery, which we connect with social
class; and prejudice, which we ordinarily
tie in with race, are not hereditary traits,
but rather acquired characteristics of man.
They are not limited to one color or race.
In some cases these feelings are more in-
tense among the Negroes, and more illogi-
cal perhaps than among the Caucasians.
Among the colored peoples of the world
generally there is evidence of class structure
that is based chiefly on color. And as long
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as man is mortal he will continually be
faced with the problem of prejudice, for
this is an inward or internal part of man’s
being.

In discussing the problem of race rela-
tions, Billy Graham stated: “I am con-
vinced that forced integration will never
work. You cannot make two races love each
other and accept each other at the point
of bayonets. It must come from the heart
if it is to be successful.” The most success-

ful solution must be sought through a /

moral and spiritual approach. In this re-
spect the Christian church cannot be a part
of the problem, but instead must lead out
and provide the solution.

No Forced Love

Political, legal, or economic measures
will not in themselves bring about a change
in our basic attitudes. There is no law,
not even the Ten Commandments, that can
coerce one into loving a colored or a white
person. No doubt one of the greatest short-
comings of the church has been its inability
to convey the idea that prejudice is un-
christian and immoral—immoral not only
because a man’s color is beyond his control
but because this color has separated him
from that to which he has a right to belong.

The problem at hand requires patience,
understanding, and courage, not just of the
white man but of the colored, as well
Most important of all is the need of Chris-
tian love in each of our hearts. The Corin-
thians received this message from Paul:
“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been
all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Cor.

12:13). On Mars’ Hill this apostle preached

that God made the world: “And hath made
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26).
With these very explicit statements, is it
any wonder that Christians have so much
difficulty in explaining why so many of
their churches are still segregated! ,
As members of the church in Christ, we
must recognize that in Christ there is the
answer to this problem. The church has a
duty to proclaim the answer: its followers
must focus their energies on condemning
the prevailing sinful attitudes,

discrimination, and injustice. Within each
of us there rests the prerogative to decide
what we will do about the matter.

THE MINISTRY
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Crusader for Creation, H. W. Clark, Pacific Press
Publishing Association, Mountain View, Cali-
fornia, 1966, 102 pages, $1.50.

As a boy George McCready Price lived on a farm
in eastern Canada, at the age of thirteen taking re-
sponsibility of family support because of the death
of his father. During his adult life he earned a live-
lihood by teaching school, first in a small country
school, then as principal and teacher of a public
high school in the French Canadian village of Tra-
cadie, on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and later in our
Adventist educational system, where he served at a
number of institutions in Canada, the United States,
and England. His extraordinary breadth is indi-
cated by the subjects he taught at one time or an-
other: literature, Latin, Greek, Bible, chemistry,
physics, geology, and others. But at Tracadie, where
he first discovered natural science, geology in par-
ticular, from a local physician who was an ardent
evolutionist, and at every school subsequent to that,
irrespective of what he was asked to teach, he- al-
ways considered that his primary calling was re-
search and writing in the field of geology.

In this paperback volume of about 100 pages,
Harold W. Clark recounts in a fascinating way the
high points in the life of this remarkable man of
Welsh ancestry, who in the early decades of the
twentieth century stood out as “Fundamentalism’s
leading scientific apologist.”” Price’s influence was
staggering. As Clark points out, Price almost sin-
gle-handedly attacked the evolutionary edifice, that
is, the immense body of information and theory
in which the theory is rooted. He studied inces-
santly and wrote profusely and effectively, contrib-
uting a steady stream of articles not only to our
own periodicals but to a number of Protestant and
Catholic papers as well. At the end of the volume is
a list of .twenty-five books by Price, beginning with
Outlines of Modern Science and Modern Christian-
ity, published in 1902, and ending with The Great-
est of the Prophets, published in 1955, a book on
Daniel, the only one not devoted to evolutionary
geology or biology.

For many years Price and Clark, the author of
the biography, were the only Adventists deeply in-
volved in study and writing in the field of geology.
During the late thirties and early forties, as Clark
points out in chapter 6, Clark’s field investigations
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led him to modify certain details of interpretation
which earlier they both had held. The principal
points included a recognition by Clark of much
more extensive glacial action in the recent past; a
recognition that there is reasonably consistent order
to the fossil-bearing rock strata; and a recognition
that major earth movements, folding and faulting,
had indeed been responsible for most of the so-
called “out of order strata.” In addition, in the
field of biology, in which Clark also published, both
he and Frank Marsh and a number of our biology
teachers allowed for somewhat greater change in
animals since the time of Creation than Price felt
should be allowed. To account for the apparent
order in the geologic strata, Clark further devel-
oped and expanded the concept of ecological zona-
tion in the ancient world, a concept that both Price
and he had previously used in a more limited wav

As Professor Clark recounts, Price, his long-time
friend and mentor, was somewhat disturbed by
what seemed to him to be the implications of these
proposed interpretations, Clark states: “As Price
aged, his views tended more and more toward con-
servatism, which was only natural, whereas Marsh
and I inclined more toward liberal interpretations
and spoke more in terms of the newer definition of
species.” There was never any difference on basic
concepts such as the Creation or the Flood. In spite
of these differences in viewpoint, Professor Clark
has given a commendable and fair evaluation of
Price’s works, pointing out the greatness of his im-
pact on the fundamentalist Christian world. The
influence of Price is reflected by quotations from
certain of his critics which are cited as follows: He
is variously referred to as “the last and greatest of
the antievolutionists,” “Fundamentalism’s leading
apologist in the domain of geology,” and the one
who “among twentieth century Protestant oppo-
nents of evolution,” “stands head and shoulders
above all others.”

In the text proper the major arguments which
appear again and again in Price’s publications are
alluded to more or less incidentally in connection
with the story of his life. At the end an appendix
has been included, which attempts to present in
summary form a brief résumé of Price’s major ar-
guments and his philosophical approach. A valid
criticism, only implied in the book, is that Price
was inclined to question the ability and sometimes
the integrity of his opponents.

Perhaps it is appropriate to quote the fitting
tribute and evaluation of the accomplishments of
Professor Price written by his lifelong friend and
fetlow laborer, F. D. Nichol. “He had to pick up all
his information by his own efforts. He thus lacked
technicalities that would have made his work
stronger. Of course, not all of his ideas have stood
the test of time. What pioneer can expect that? Any
trail blazer must meet opposition and must see some
of his ideas revised or refuted. But-that does not
detract from his greatness. Price had an exceptional
mind, and had he had the opportunity he could
have made great advances in science, far beyond
what he did.”
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We may conclude with the closing words of the
text: “No matter what changes may. come as we
make progress into a fuller understanding of crea-
tionism, we must never forget the debt we owe to a
man who for half a century stood preeminent as a
‘crusader for creation'—George McCready Price.”

R. M. RirLAND

My God, Why? Wallace T. Viets, Abingdon Press,
Nashville, Tennessee, 1966, 112 pages, $2.25.

Questions and answers have long been recognized
as an effective way of teaching. Perhaps it is for this
reason that we find so many questions scattered
through the pages of Sacred Scripture. There is
great satisfaction in discovering answers to these
questions. The author of My God, Why? presents a
series of sermons around seven Bible questions that
could well come from the heart of anyone in our
modern world. They were presented in the First
Methodist church of New Haven, Connecticut. The
following questions head the chapter themes: “Is It
I?” “Shall We Strike With the Sword?” “What Is
Truth?” “What Shall I Do With Jesus Who Is
Called Christ?” “My. God, Why?” (the question
arising from suffering), “Who Is This?” “Why Do
You Seek the Living Among the Dead?” and an
epilogue in the book, “Do You Love Me More Than
These?” These questions are answered well.

ANDREW FEARING
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Degrees a Must!
(Continued from page 35)

One last point, a well-educated person will be

able to approach the class of society in universities -

who today are being neglected largely because they
feel no need of our message and no one has oppor-
tunity to approach them. I thank God for the Ad-
ventist men who earned their doctorates from the
University of Nebraska. The professors who knew
these men respect them highly and remark, “Ad-
ventists are the hardest working students here and
their influence has been felt in every class.”

We as a church have the finest and most complete
message on higher education. Principles of work
and study that have been our heritage for more
than three quarters of a century are only now be-
ing promoted by the Federal Government’s Depart-
ment of Education and Welfare. Our medical school
is showing through demonstrations and research
the harmfulness of tobacco and alcohol. Such re-
seaxch is usually conducted on the Master’s and doc-
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torate level; hence, in this and many other areas
the church needs men who have the necessary back-
ground and research knowledge to give leader-
ship. How much more do we need men of God
who are dedicated and have the requisite back-
ground to vesearch in the areas of Biblical knowl-
edge so that we need not be ashamed of the faith
we hold so dear! I thank God daily that I was
given opportunity to work into some of the areas
of research in education as it relates to study and
work as Adventists know it. This is one of the many
avenues Adventists have that will open doors to
favorable responses from governmental agencies.
(See Testimonies, volume 5, pages 583, 584.)

Too often we are labeled as mere idealists.
Whenever we can show our non-Adventist associ-
ates and others that our health program, our edu-
cational program, and our theological program
merit their study and consideration, we are doing
the world a service. There are many avenues for us
as Adventists to witness in. Let us each work to our
God-given capacity by humbleness and prayer to
achieve the kingdom that God is preparing.

We all enjoy daily the fruits of scholarly research
in thousands of ways but seldom realize the hours
of work involved, from the development of the jo-
dized salt we eat on our breakfast eggs to disk
brakes on our car from the stereo music of the living
room to the nylon fibers in our socks. God has ad-
monished us to “taste and see that the Lord is
good.” This is experiential religion. We also need to
research our lives and see whether we are attaining
the measure of intellectual growth that God ex-
pects of us. To categorize as foolishness the desire to
attain the highest aspiration that God may hold out
for us in intellectual growth, evidenced in part by
the acquisition of college degrees, seems rather a
negative approach to an important facet of our
church program.

I would implore all workers to read again the ex-
cellent counsel given in Testimonies to Ministers,
pages 193 to 195. “Cultivated intellects are now
needed in every part of the work of God; for novices
cannot do the work acceptably in unfolding the
hidden treasure to enrich souls.”

Sincerely your brother,
PERCY PAUL

107 Baptized From Village of 500
(Continued from page 13)

These results did not occur by chance.
Many nights Brother Fredarichs did not re-
turn home until after midnight. Often he
had to walk three or four mileés through
thick mud and monsoon rain. God re-
warded his hard work and consecrated ef-
fort by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
We truly thank God for these marvelous re-
sults.

THE MINISTRY



NEWS BRIEFS

[Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are
taken from Religious News Service! 1

Billy Graham Dedicates Oral Robert’s University

Evangelist Billy Graham dedicated Oral Roberts
University in Tulsa, Oklahoma, by lauding its aim
of “educating the whole man . mind
spirit, and body.” Without this emphasns on the
-spirit, Mr. Graham said, “the nation is in danger
of educating savages.” During the dedication cere-
mony, Oral Roberts, Tulsa evangelist, was installed
as president of the university.

Sex and Mental Health

Premarital sex relations growing out of the so-
called new morality have significantly increased the
number of young people in mental hospitals. This
was reported last month by Dr. Francis Braceland,
former president of the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation and currently the editor of the American
Journal of Psychiatry. Braceland told the National
Methodist Convocation on. Medicine and Theol-
ogy in Rochester, Minnesota, that “a more lenient
attitude on campus about premarital sex experience
has imposed stresses on some college women severe
enough to cause emotional breakdown.”—Christian-
ity Today, May 12, 1967.

Protestant Schools Will Match Roman Catholic
Schools in Ten Years

There are now more than 5,700 Protestant schools
in the United States with a total enrollment of half
a million. By comparison, there are more than
10,000 Roman Catholic schools with 5,570,000 pu-
pils. However, enrollment in Catholic schools
dropped 58,000 in 1966, while Protestant schools
continued their 4 per cent growth rate. If these
trends continue, Protestant schools will match Ro-
man Catholic schools in ten years.—Christianity
Today, May 12, 1967.

Most Women Teachers Polled Call Religious
Instruction Vital

E‘ighty-two per cent of Ontario’s elementary
school women teachers think religious instruction
is vital for their students, but 60 per cent of those

Aveust, 1967

asked in a random poll feel they are not qualified
to give it. The information was contained in a brief
to the Ontario Committee on Religious Education
in the Public Schools by the 26,000-member Federa-
tion of Women Teachers’ Associations of Ontario.’

Lutheran Bishop Says Reds Discriminate
Against CO’s

A Lutheran bishop says that East Germany dis-
criminates against conscientious objectors serving
in military construction units. He said these young
men are barred from receiving a higher education
or from following better careers when they get out
of the building units. “We know,” he said, “that
the question of peace and war will not be solved
by those few who for conscientious reasons refuse
to be trained to kill, but it is important that such
witnesses exist as heralders of an era when nations
no longer arm themselves against one another.”

Disciples, Catholics Agree to Conference on Unity

Roman Catholic and Disciples of Christ represent-
atives agreed at an informal meeting in Indianap-
olis to hold a joint major conference on Christian
unity and on the theology of the two religious
groups. An announcement said the conference, to
be held probably in the fall at a place to be desig-
nated later, would “explore the nature of the ecu-
menical movement in relation to the fullness of the
unity which Christ desires.”

Controversial Painting of Vatican Barred From
Detroit Exhibition

The sponsor of an exhibit in Detroit barred the
showing of a young Italian artist’s painting which
showed a giant Christ emerging from St. Peter’s,
the Basilica dome falling to the side, and cardinals’
hats flying about. Mr. D. Cocci, the artist, who was
baptized but is no longer a practicing Catholic,
said the painting was designed to show the corrup-
tion of the church, and also to show the hope that
the simplicity and poverty of Christ would burst
out of the organized church. Father Maurus Miche-
lini, O.8.B., said: “I don’t care about his paintings;
I’'m not in a position to judge. But I don’t like what
he says. He is in no position to judge the system.”

What Will the Postman Think?

The Living Church, an independent Episcopal
weekly magazine, is worried about the impression
it may be making on the nation’s postmen. Recent
issues have dealt with a variety of social problems
and the publication billboarded the topics with such
front-page headlines as: “Treating Alcoholic
Clergy”; “Ministry to the Homosexual”; and “One
Roman Catholic Says, “‘My Church Is Wrong About
Abortion.”” Several readers have complained that
the postman delivering these magazines reads these
cover headlines, and they assume that this is bad
for the church that is served by Thke Living
Church, an editorial in the March issue said. The
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editors promised to give some second thoughts to
the “shock” headlines but stoutly defended the
subject matter. “No subject is too dirty or defil-
ing or disreputable for Christians to concern them-
selves with, if their concern is for bringing Christ’s
healing light to bear upon the wound or the need.”
As to what the postman might think, The Living
Church is not sure. “After all, he may not be say-
ing: ‘What degenerates these Episcopalians are!’
He just may be saying, ‘It’s good to know these
Episcopalians are paying some attention to these
-things.””

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

. Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear-
ing under this heading, eight cents a word for each
insertion, including initials and address. Minimum
charge, two dollars for each insertion. Cash required
with order. Address The Ministry, Takoma Park, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

CHURCH FURNITURE AT ITS BEST. Chancel furni-
ture, pews, both solid and upholstered. Also cushions.
We have thousands of satisfied customers all across the
nation. Our furniture is noted for its sturdy construc-
tion, beauty of design, the unusual comfort of our pews,
and dollar value. Let us help you with your furnishing
problems. Our experience is available to you free for the
asking. Your Seventh-day Adventist Church Fumiture
Company—Bascomb’s Church Furniture, Box 585, Keene,
Texas 76059. Telephone 817-654-9611.

RELIGIOUS BOOKS PURCHASED! Send list today.
Looking for an out-of-print book? Write: KREGEL’S
BOOK STORE, Dept. 8, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.

ATTENTION RETIRED SDA WORKERS! An oppor-
tunity to supplement your income $100-$200 a month
or more by rendering a dignified service in your city or
community. For complete information write: Box 3266B,
Forest City, Florida 32751.

Encouragement is like premium gasoline, it helps
to take the knock out of life.
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Volume 1—Origin, Development, and
Penetration of Innate Immortality (900
B.C. to A.D. 600)

The innate-rmmortality teaching, springing
from Oriental, Egyptian, and Persian origins,
brings about the age-old conflict that reaches
its peak under pagan Greek Platonism; then

- penetrates and splits the Jewish faith. Later

it penetrates and splits the Christian faith
into three conflicting schools—(1) Condi-
tionalism, (2) Eternal Tormentism, and (3)
Universal Restorationism. An unparalleled
theological trilemma results. The stage is
thus set for relentless conflict compassing the
Christian Era. Leading lights of history are
nvolved.

Battle of the Centuries Revolves Around
These Three Concepts.

(Volume 1 also includes priceless compre-
hensive presentation of the Bible truth there-
on, as the norm for distinguishing berween
truth and error in the perpetual struggle.)

AucusT, 1967

The age-old conflict over man’s nature and destiny

Eight years of intensive research in the greatest libraries of both the Old and New
Worlds has enabled the author to trace the consistent teaching of conditional immor-
rality from Bible times to the present.

* Fully documented — impres-
sively illustrated

* Based on unassailable evidence
summed up by tabular and pic-
torial charts

* Authoritative — scholarly —
convincing '

S[5%.......
95

2 8 Complete set

Please add 30 cents each vol-
ume for postage and insurance.

Volume 2—Revival and Restoration of
Trampled Conditionalism

(A.D. 600 to 1963)

From the bleak and silent centuries of the
Dark Ages, with the papal position dominant
(stressing universal innate immortality and
eternal torment of the wicked); through the
scattered early Protestant Conditionalist re-
vival; past aspersion, ostracism, and persecu-
tion; then to toleration, investigation, and
growing acceptance, we are brought to the
nineteenth- and twentieth-century restora-
tion and widespread adoption of Condition-
alism truth. Every depomination now con-
tributes spokesmen.

Also lays bare the sinister intrusion of mod-
ern Spiritualism, with its Eastern occule af-
filiates, as it penetrates Protestantism and
Catholicism, leading to an impending cli-
mactic clash.




DONKEY SaLariEs, wage scale, fringe
DEPRECIATION  benefits, and related items have

a sneaky way of commanding
our time and attention. I visited one field where
a heated discussion took place over bicycle deprecia-
tion. The president told me in another area of the
country that where an animal mode of transporta-
tion was prevalert the same fiscal enthusiasm was
evident when an agenda item titled “Donkey De-
preciation” was considered. Auto depreciation re-
cipients may be amused, but whether it is a donkey
or a Dodge, a dime or a dollar, the principle of
remuneration is a consuming concern that can ab-
sorb the mind. Today’s committees are spending not
hours but days on wage-scale problems—problems
blown out of proportion all too often by hirelings,
not shepherds. A mixed multitude following has no
right to divert the attention of our leaders from our
goal of souls to monetary mattexs.

What can we do about it? First, match your de-
sires with your income. Have a marriage ceremony
between your absolute necessities and your pay
check. Never let them be unequally yoked together!
Operate on a strict budget. Remember—“no budget,
no balance.” The financially disorganized are a
discredit to God’s cause.

Second, teach your people the inherent spiritual
value of sacrificial living. Let your members see you
as a walking reality of the truth “and having food
and raiment let us be therewith content” (1 Tim.
6:8). J-R.S.

AccorpING to Paul Harvey, “we
have more preachers in the United
States, but we are paying less attention to them
than any time in our nation’s history. The devil’s
disciples are obviously better salesmen. Our clergy
is not being persecuted, it is being ignored.”

The golden age of the church was in its first-
century ministry. The disciples of Christ went ev-
erywhere, preaching the gospel. They had little
to boast about, either personally or collectively.
They had few of the awesome facilities at their dis-
posal to augment the preaching of the gospel that
we claim today. They could boast no giant hospitals,
educational institutions, nor financial assets, all of
which are important adjuncts to gospel witnessing,
but they were not ignored, nor could they be. Rul-

ATTENTION!
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ers trembled on their thrones because of these
Spirit-filled men. They became the chief objects of
discussion in the legislative halls of the nations.
Mammoth sports spectaculars held in the giant
arenas of Christ’s day did little to rival the power
of the disciples in catching and holding the atten-
tion of people. They had little time for excuses.
They were too busy preaching and baptizing and
adding to the church such as should be saved.

Persecution that accompanies spiritual power kept
them humble, prayerful men. Exaltation of brother
was unknown among them. The next heart t0 be
warned and the next soul to be saved dominated
their thinking rather than the next possible “pro-
motion.” They were less concerned with the image
than they were with the destruction of man-made
images. They sought not personal glory but the
triumph of grace. No hill was too steep for them
to climb, no road too rough to travel, and no land
too far away to reach. Whether it be by land or
sea, if God said Go, the disciples were on their
way. They feared neither fagot, lion’s den, nor the
rack. Their zeal burned in them like a living fire.
They were in motion when they might have rested,
preaching when but few  would hear. Such men
are persecuted but never ignored.

Thus may men avoid the supreme ignominy,
which is to live and die unknown, unmourned, and
without regret. E.E.C.

WHAT’S WRONG
WITH IT?

“WELL, what's wrong with
it anyway?” This is a popular
question among many in the
church today, and it covers a variety of interests
from amusements to diet and dress and many other
things. I could give dozens of reasons why the
movies, the dance, and other lower forms of amuse-
ment are wrong, but instead of emphasizing these,
why not try to discover “What’s right with it?” What
is there about it that would encourage a fuller in-
volvement with the Loxrd Jesus Christ, and more
speedy preparation for His coming? After all, this
is what we are supposed to be preparing for, isn’t
it? As ministers, are we not trying to help people to
live the kind of lives that will be permitted to enter
the kingdom of heaven? Anything that will be ex-
cluded from heaven at last must be excluded from
our lives here and now! Lowered standards—no!
Preparation for heaven—yes! N.R.D.

When you have no observers it is best to watch
yourself.

Its surprising how many of us make ourselves
miserable trying to be happy.

A sure formula for keeping your feet firmly on
the ground—heavy responsibilities on your shoul-
ders.

Advice is something that the wise don’t need and
fools won’t take.
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