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TEPPING through the foam of the

shore-break on the beach at Kovalam
in South India, I looked to my right and
saw about a hundred men struggling with
something in the surf. What was 1t? Di-
vided into two groups, they were hauling
in an extremely long seine net.

My mind went back to childhood when
I too had rowed the net out through the
beating waves and then joined my father
and brother as we dragged it in. Not until
the last moments could you know what
had been caught in the net. Every haul
felt heavy, but sometimes the net was empty
and sometimes loaded with hundreds of
fish.

It was this way for the Indian fishermen.
Excitedly they gathered around their catch.
Eagerly they divided it among themselves.
Then I saw them carefully folding the net
as they prepared for a second sweep of the
ocean shelf.

Jesus said, “Follow me, and I will make
you fishers of men.” What the church needs
more than anything else is successful net
work. The opportunities for gathering a
great harvest of souls are greater today
than ever before.

Consider the net that we spread through
radio and television alone. Crisscrossing the
airwaves of the nations are more than three
thousand programs each week. True, this
does not equal what we should be doing.
We only touch the fringes of opportunities.
But the efforts are considerable in relation
to our means and in comparison with other
churches.

Think of H. M. S. Richards and his son,
of William A. Fagal, and George E. Vande-
man, of our overseas and foreign-language
broadcasts. Think of the vast expenditures
of money in these programs. Think of what
you are doing or would like to do. Sure,
‘we need a bigger, stronger, larger net; but
even more than this, we need someone to
haul in the gospel net successfully, produc-
ing a great catch of souls from the net work
of our programming.

The Secret of Success

“We were willing to have imparted unto
you, not the gospel of God only, but also
our own souls, because ye were dear unto
us. . . . For labouring day and night, be-
cause we would not be chargeable unto
any of you, we preached unto you the gos-
pel of God” (1 Thess. 2:9).
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Suceessiul
“NET WORK”

WALTER R. L. SCRAGG

Associate Secretary
Radio-TV Department, General Conference

Commit yourself personally to a soul-
winning program for individuals. “Preach-
ing will not do the work that needs to be
done. Angels of God attend you to the
dwellings of those you visit. This work can-
not be done by proxy. Money lent or given
will not accomplish 1t. Sermons will not do
it. By visiting the people, talking, praying,
sympathizing with them, you will win
hearts.”—Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 41.

Fortunately our church has been largely
protected from the errors that trap so many
broadcasters and preachers. All too often
they feel that preaching the Word suffices.
If this were true, then we could quickly fin-
ish the work of God by public preaching
and broadcasting. But we believe that man
must make an individual, personal decision.

The work of the local broadcaster is not
done when he has read his script. The
Voice of Prophecy and Faith for Today
would touch few lives were it not for the
faithful work of follow-up done by pastors
and laymen. “In our work, individual ef-
fort will accomplish much more than can
be estimated. It is for the want of this that
souls are perishing.”—Gospel Workers, p.
184. (Italics supplied.)

The Local Pastor and the
National Broadcast

Wise use of existing programs of superb
technical quality and formidable prestige
can add greatly to a pastor’s soul-winning
program. Not only can our syndicated na-
tional broadcasts provide you with grade
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A interests but you can yourself enrich and
increase the results from these programs.
Here are some of the ways you can work
to win more souls.

1. A continuous Bible correspondence
course enrollment program. Nothing in the
missionary calendar for your church should
stand in the way of regular concerted drives
for applications to these courses. While you
sleep, while your other programs are com-
ing and going, the mailman is your evan-
gelist. The same territory can be worked
year after year, always with productive re-
sults, because of the changing population
and their differing personal circumstances.

2. Audience building. All our national
broadcasts have attractive materials avail-
able for newspaper and member distribu-
tion that will increase audiences.

3. Reaping crusades. Any area where
Faith for Today or the Voice of Prophecy
has been on the air for some time is ripe
for a reaping crusade. Both these programs
and It Is Written have specialized Kkits
available for planning reaping.

Making a Local Broadcast Soul Winning

Match your offers and follow-up with the
type of broadcast you are making. Thus
VOP’s Faith Course matches the style of the
Voice of Prophecy. Joe Crews’s Amazing
Facts Bible Course matches the Amazing
Facts broadcast. Every really successful fol-
low-up program works this way, perhaps
not consciously, but none the less effec-
tively.

Here are some local radio formats with
possible follow-up techniques:

1. Five-minute daily newscast and com-
ment based on the Public Relations Bu-
reau’s On the Air (ten dollars a year for
weekly issue from the General Confer-
ence). Follow-up should be relevant and
topical. A. S. Maxwell booklets, G. E. Van-
deman booklets, or a mimeographed news
comment sheet. These interests should be
contacted in the home or brought to a
public meeting when interest is sufficiently
established.

2. Fifteen-minute broadcast of doctrinal
or devotional style. Follow up with regular
Bible course or with Gift Bible lessons.
Book offers possibly will attract mail if ade-
quately advertized.

3. Bible-marking broadcasts—use of the
gift-Bible lessons in a Bible-marking series
is a most effective way of arousing and sus-
taining an interest. This can be followed
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up either in the home by laymen or in a
public campaign.

Plan Carefully

Much could be said about producing a
broadcast for radio or television. We rec-
ommend the new book So You're Going
on the Air, from the General Conference
Radio-Television Department, for all cur-
rent and prospective broadcasters. Here
are some pointers that will help make your
broadcast successful evangelistically:

1. Select your audience. Think about
whom you want to talk to, then choose the
station, the messages, and the format that
will appeal to them. Too much religious
broadcasting is haphazard—hoping that it
will appeal to everyone. This seldom hap-
pens—if vou do not select an audience you
may never develop one!

2. Seek professional advice on station
availabilities, time slots, format, produc-
tion. Unless you are trained in broadcast-
ing you may fall into one of many traps for
the ignorant and unwary.

3. Build publicity for your release. Your
station will give you free advance spots.
Use newspaper advertisements, handbills,
telephone contacts, to feature your broad-
cast.

4. Set a schedule. Plan not only your
broadcasts but your offers over at least a
six-month period. Project the time and
method of your follow-up. Know where you
are going and why you are going there.

5. Use your church members in all
phases of your planning and programming.
Visiting, publicity, much of the routine
work that goes with a broadcast can be
done by our faithful laymen.

6. Keep touch with audience. All success-
ful religious broadcasters owe their success
as much to their faithful building of a mail-
ing list and frequent contact with the peo-
ple who listen as to anything else.

7. Stay professional. Music, scripting,
speaking, production, should come as close
as vou can possibly make them to complete
professionalism.

The Broadcast Interest

What kind of person will respond to an
invitation to telephone for a book or write
for a Bible course? Who will send In a
prayer request or ask for a copy of your
sermon?

Listeners who respond to religious broad-
casts have certain characteristics.
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They are careful, attentive listeners to
radio or television.

You have met a need through your mes-
sage Or you promise an answer to a need
in your free offer.

The potential interests are probably peo-
ple who stay at home and find their enter-
tainment through radio or television.

Many will have suffered some personal
loss, or problem, making them receptive to
your message.

Remembering who these people are, why
they listened, will make your follow-up
more effective. Of all people they are most
effectively followed up in the home. Even
radio and television personalities know that
getting their listeners to come and meet
them is not easy. All sorts of gimmicks are
used by commercial stars. Religious lead-
ers rely on very heavy advertising.

Do not expect them to rush to the Ad-
ventist church or a hall to meet you, the
“star” of Winds of Prophecy or whatever
you call your program. Without strong ad-
vertising programs and intensive organiza-
tion of church members our national speak-
ers find it almost impossible to attract the
thousands of listeners they know are out
there. Go out and find these people.

This applies as much to the names re-
ceived from Voice of Prophecy and Faith
for Today as it does to other broadcast in-
terests. You have not dealt faithfully with
these people if you invite them only to your
Week of Prayer meetings or a Fordyce Deta-
more reaping campaign. Do this. But do
more. Meet the people in their homes—not
just once, but over a period of weeks. Then
they may come to your meetings, and they
may not. Perhaps the only way you will win
them will be through persistent, faithful
Bible studies in the home.

Don’t expect too much. Just as an evan-
gelist has to go over and over truths of
doctrine, so you will have to explain what
these people have heard on the program or
read in the Bible lessons.

“This house-to-house labor, searching for
souls, hunting for the lost sheep, is the most
essential work that can be done.”—FEvan-
gelism, p. 431. “It is not preaching that is
the most important; it is house-to-house
work, reasoning from the Word, explain-
ing the Word. It is those workers who fol-
low the methods that Christ followed who
will win souls for their hire.”—Gospel
Workers, p. 468.
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The
Local %
Broadcast

H. M. S. RICHARDS

Director, Voice of Prophecy

LEADING Methodist Church official in

Indiana declared a year or so ago that
the Methodist Church in North America
needed about three thousand new minis-
ters every year, but that only a little more
than a thousand were leaving the semi-
naries each year to take positions in the
church, and that out of this number some
six hundred asked for clerical jobs or some
sort of work that did not entail preaching.
Hundreds of churches every year must go
without pastors, and the number is in-
creasing daily.

A similar trend is under way in many
other churches. Thousands of people every
month are joining the multitudes of the
unchurched or rather of those who cannot
hear the Word of God preached in their
own churches. So the need of preaching is
increasing tremendously in this part of the
world.

How many of our ministers are working
in towns and cities where they have access
to the local radio station? Is it not high time
for action? In fact, has not the need for
more preaching reached a state of emer-
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gency? Do we not need to reach the thou-
sands, the hundreds of thousands, and the
millions with the gospel? Therefore, should
not every minister who has any opportunity
get on the radio at least once a week? Even
some of the smaller stations may cover large
cities pretty well, and people usually listen
to their local stations more than they do
the stations coming in from far away. Some-
times the pastor can get a little free time.
It is not as easy as it once was, but he can
usually get some time—half an hour or
fifteen minutes once a week.

I certainly do not urge the local pastor to
start a correspondence school; I think it is
too much for him. The first thing he knows,
all he will be doing will be carrying on a
local radio program. Looking after the
onerous job of correcting lessons will be
taking up time that ought to be used in his
pastoral and evangelistic work. He would
do better to enroll people in the courses
offered by Faith for Today, Voice of Proph-
ecy, or some other correspondence school.

My idea is that the pastor will seek first
to give the gospel message to the people in
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his area. Very few, comparatively, will come
to his church; but his voice can reach hun-
dreds or even thousands more. He does not
need a great deal of music or actually any
music at all. People want to hear talk to-
day. A fifteen-minute program will have
practically as much time for a Bible study
or a sermon, if no music is used, as a hali-
hour program with music. Better still, a
local man might try to get on daily for just
five minutes each day. This will do more
to build up the church in the neighbor-
hood, indoctrinate the people, and keep
the message continually before them, than
a half hour once a week or even twice a
week.

The Five-Minute Program

The pastor of the local church to which
1 belong is on the air five minutes every
day, early in the morning just before the
news, and he is really keepmg our church
full of visitors. It’s the best advertisement
the church has. Different families support
the broadcast from week to week. The cost
is low. Nothing is advertised except the
name of the speaker, the name of the
church, and the time of the services, with
an earnest invitation for all to come.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could have
five hundred Seventh-day Adventist minis-
ters over North America on the air five
minutes every day? The very best time for
radio, as we all know, is around breakfast
time in the morning. The next best is about
11:30 to 1:30 and the next is from 5:00 to
7:00 in the evening. A week’s five-minute
program of this nature can be put on tape
Monday morning. The minister can then
g0 about his work while the radio is send-
ing out his voice every day. He would have
no more recording to do until the week
was up.

Those who have had little or no experi-
ence of this kind can now secure the new
book So Youw're Going on the Air, authored
by Pastor Orville Iversen, of the Audio-
Visual Department of the General Confer-
ence. This book is full of good suggestions
and explanations of how such work may be
carried on. How wonderful it would be if
the air about us could be filled night and
day with the voices of our ministers :alking
about Jesus and preaching the gospel of sal-
vation in view of our Lord’s second coming.
This would help fill the churches, acquaint
the people with the message and the work,
and above all, proclaim the glorious saving
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power of the everlasting gospel, thus ful-
filling the prophecy of Revelation 14.

Over and over we hear the statement
made that we are coming into a dark time,
a dark age, a dark day spiritually. Isn't it
better to light a candle than to condemn
the night?

One of Many Causes of Cancer

“Evidence that cancer is a disease of DNA
(deoxyribonucleic acid) and its immediate prod-
ucts is spotty and circumstantial, but many sci-
entists are now convinced that it is,” states a
recently published report, Genetics and Cancer,
by the Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Re-
search in New York.

DNA, the “instruction book of life,” inherited
from parents, is a chemical material subject to
the known laws of physics and chemistry. It is
the DNA that carrics the information of hered-
ity. Thus it is that one may inherit a chromosome
pattern that may induce the growth of cancer
cells under favorable conditions.

All varieties of cancer have at least two things
in common: these malignant cells grow in an
abnormal or uncontrolled fashion; and factors
that can cause this “out of control” growth are
passed on from one generation to the next. Chem-
icals, radiation, and viruses all subtly alter 2
cell’s DNA, and each can give rise to cancers,
it was stated.

The Sloan-Kettering report helps provide at
least one explanation why some who have been
strict vegetarians for years can be afflicted with
cancer without apparent cause.

This finding should come as no surprise to
those who are familiar with Ellen G. White’s
counsel that “cancexrs . . . are largely caused by
meat eating.” Those who eat flesh “plant the
seeds of diseas¢” that are carried until the system
is run down, then the meat eater falls prey to
cancer and other maladies.

F. W. Edwardy
Editor, Todays Food

— S

Religion in the Home Theme at Mormon Meeting

Great stress was laid on the importance of family
life and religion in the home by speakers at the
semiannual Mormon conference held in Salt Lake
City. “The home is the center, the bulwark, of true
civilization,” according to Alvin R. Dyer, a member
of the First Presidency of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. He told the Relief So-
ciety (women members of the church) that the
“greatest trust that can come to a man and woman
is placing in their keeping the well-being and train-
ing of a spirit child of God for which they have pro-
vided a physical body.”
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Workers who attended the Trans-Tasman Ministerial Association institute held at Avondale College.

The Half

Has Never Been Told

N. R.

DOWER

Secretary, Ministerial Association, General Conference

H, IT is wonderful, it is marvelous and

wonderful what Jesus has done for this

soul of mine. The half has never been
told!”

These were the words of a hymn sung
in beautiful harmony by the workers of
the Bismarck-Solomon Union Mission as
we gathered for our ministerial institute at
Jones Missionary College. They seemed to
me to express the wonder of the saving
and transforming power of the gospel, as
well as the steady and encouraging prog-
ress of the work as I saw it throughout the
entire Australasian Division.

It was a tremendous privilege to visit
the various fields of this division and be-
come acquainted with the work and work-
ers and many of our dear people there.
What one sees and hears brings courage
and conviction to the heart and with 1t
the assurance that the Lord is about to do
some mighty things with and for His peo-
ple. My courage was never stronger, and
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my faith in the ultimate triumph of God’s
work was never brighter.

Upon my arrival in Sydney I was privi-
leged to begin a period of association with
Pastor George Burnside that was both a
blessing and a challenge. For the next nine
weeks, with but very few breaks, we were
together in the various institutes that were
conducted. My admiration for this dynamic
evangelist and ministerial secretary is great,
and it was a real privilege to see him at
work and to spend time in prayer with and
for each other as we sought to bring help
and inspiration to the workers of the vari-
ous union fields.

My first privilege was to have a part in
the graduation exercises at Avondale Col-
lege, and it was a most inspiring experi-
ence. The location for this school was
chosen by the Lord through Ellen G.
White, and it is certainly giving a fine dem-
onstration of what our educational institu-
tions should be doing for God’s cause all
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over the world. Of the one hundred gradu-
ates in the class of 1968, eighty of them
were already assigned posts of duty in the
organized work, and others were expected
to connect with the work as soon as open-
ings developed. This is a remarkable
achievement, and the leadership and staff
should be commended on their dedication
to the training of workers for the cause of
God.

The following Tuesday evening we be-
gan our first ministerial institute in the di-
vision. This meeting was for the workers
of the Trans-Tasman Union conference
with the exception of the New Zealand
workers. We met at Avondale College. The
group was about a hundred strong, and a
finer group of men one could hardly wish
to meet. 'They were alert, dedicated, and
eager to fit into God’s plan for His work in
this climactic time. The response to the
call for genuine revival and reformation
was wholehearted and set the pace for all
the other institutes that were held through-
out the division.

The spirit of prayer and fellowship, the
desire to be right with God and to have
nothing separating them from one another,
and their earnest prayers for the power of
Pentecost—all these were clear indications
that the Spirit of God was at work among
us. By the grace of God these workers are
determined to prepare a people for the
coming of the Lord and to engage in ear-
nest and continuing evangelism until this
work is done. The practical counsel and
guidance given by Pastor Burnside was
much appreciated as were the devotional
studies and other meetings conducted by
W. J. Richards, the union president, and
the conference presidents. Here, as at the
other meetings, the presence and fellow-
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Ministers who partici-
pated in the council of
evangelism at Avondale
College.

ship of the conference administrators was
most encouraging. We were especially priv-
ileged to have W. R. Beach, the secretary
of the General Conference, with us for a
day, and all were benefited by his practical
counsel.

K. E. Williamson, publishing secretary
for the North New South Wales confer-
ence, spoke for all when he expressed his
response to God’s call:

To Him Alone

To Him alone I yield my heart;

No other power will share that throne;
Soul, body, spirit, all are Thine.

Come in, dear Lord, and reign alone.

In Him alone I find the peace
For which my soul and spirit long;
His precious blood alone can cleanse
My sinful heart from all its wrong.

By Him alone I shall be led,

As step by step my life He guides.
How can I fall, or go astray,

While in my heart His Spirit abides.

For Him alone I henceforth live;
My will is yielded to my Lord;

The purpose of my life from now—
The preaching of His blessed Word.

With Him alone I journey on,
To reach that blessed, golden shore.
Then share the glory now prepared
For those who live forevermore.

Following this meeting it was my privi-
lege to speak at the Greater Sydney camp
meeting. C. D. Judd, president, was in
charge and is doing very strong work in
this populous field. The challenge of Syd-
ney is a great one, as indeed are the chal-
lenges that we face in all the large cities
of the world. Sydney is spread out over a
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vast area, and the population is well be-
yond the 2.5 million figure. We have sev-
eral fine pastor-evangelists in this city and
its surrounding communities, and they are
having good success in their soul-winning.

Our second institute was in Perth at our
campground outside the city. Perth has a
charm all its own, and it was a privilege
to spend a couple of hours upon arrival
seeing a few of the points of interest. Perth
is the city of lights and is remembered es-
pecially for the lights that were turned on
when our first astronauts orbited the earth.

Our institute here was another blessed
experience. About thirty workers from the
West Australia Conference were present
and eagerly responded to the challenge pre-
sented to them. The earnestness of prayer
and consecration was outstanding, and it
was again evident that the Spirit of God
was at work among us. Pastor W. E. Rudge
has a real burden on his heart for the work
in this field and is giving strong leadership.
A few of the wives were with us for the
Sabbath, and it was a blessing to have them
there. Again the call to revival and refor-
mation and all-out evangelism was ac
cepted with total dedication.

A special feature of the work in this
conference is that which is being done by
Pastor A. D. Vaughan for the aborigines.
God is blessing in a wonderful way, and
both the people and the government ap-
preciate the efforts of this faithful worker
and his churches. These have been the neg-
lected people of Australia, and it is won-
derful what God is doing among them.

The group in attend-
ance at the West Aus-

tralia  institute near
Perth.
MAay, 1969

Next in the schedule came the division
council, and this was a time of rich blessing.
L. C. Naden, president of the division, and
his fellow officers had the program well or-
ganized, and it was amazing how much
was done in the few days of this important
meeting. I was impressed with the kind
but steady and progressive leadership given
by Pastor Naden. He has the confidence of
his workers throughout the division.

Several things were impressed upon my
mind at the time of this meeting. First was
the encouragement that comes with the
rapidity of expansion of the work in the
mission fields of this division. The thrilling
stories of the miracle-working power of the
Lord and the dedication of the workers to
the spread of the gospel brought new in-
spiration to our souls. The evening meet-
ings in which the union presidents reported
on their fields were high points of great
interest. By visions and dreams God is
awakening the people of these mission fields
to the claims of the gospel.

From the report given by F. T. Maberly,
secretary of the division, we gleaned the
following information: “This division is
one of colorful contrasts. Its climatic con-
ditions range from the steamy jungles of
Mussau, near the equator, to the icy alps
of South New Zealand. It is multiracial,
for within its borders is a fascinating va-
riety of peoples.

“Our missionaries have carried the ‘ever-
lasting gospel’ as a witness to ‘every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people’
within our territory. We now have mem-
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bers in 110 different language groups in
our division. We have believers among all
the various races: Polynesians of Tahiti,
Samoa, Cook Islands, Tonga, and New
Zealand; the Melanesians of Fiji, New Heb-
rides, New Caledonia, Solomon Islands,
and New Guinea; the Papuans of South-
ern New Guinea; the Micronesians of West-
ern Islands; the aborigines of Australia;
the Caucasians—English, Polish, Russian,
Yugoslav, in Australia and New Zealand;
the Chinese in Sydney.

“Of the 17.5 million population in the
territory of our division, 14 million are
Caucasians living in Australia and New
Zealand, the home base; and 3.5 million
are Pacific Islanders in the mission fields.

““The ratio of church members to popu-
lation is as follows:

Mission field: 1in 80
Home field: 1in 370
Division: 1in214

“This is the highest density of Advent-
ists to population in all the divisions of the
world.”

And what a thrill it is to know that in the
year 1968 more than 6,000 precious souls
were baptized into this message in this di-
vision, thus putting them well over the
three-quarter mark in reaching their goal of
20,000 for the four years between General
Conference sessions.

I was greatly impressed with the expan-
siveness and financial strength of the Sani-
tarium Health Foods. It was my privilege
to see several of these plants, and they are a
real credit to our cause. I was amazed as I
discovered that nearly I million U.S. dollars,
or 890,000 Australian dollars, were given to
the division by the industry for the 1969
budget. This is a remarkable contribution
and represents the spirit of service and sac-
rifice that is evident on the part of the per-
sonnel in these health-food factories.

L. L. Butler, the newly elected treasurer
of the division, gave good evidence of his
leadership ability and should make an out-
standing contribution. In fact, all the ofhi-
cers impressed me with their ability and
their eagerness to serve with total dedica-
tion the cause of God, which they love. This
might also be said of the departmental lead-
ers in the division office. This is especially
noteworthy when we recall how many of
the brethren from that division were called

(Continued on page 46)
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VOP TEAM
Welcomed

in the
Far East

F. M. ARROGANTE

Lay Activities, S.S., and P.R. Secretary
Central Philippine Union

OR many years the personal appearance

of the Voice of Prophecy team has been
a dream in the hearts of more than 210,000
Seventh-day Adventist believers in the Far
Eastern Division. In the months of Octo-
ber, November, and December, 1968, the
dream became a reality.

The team, headed by H. M. S. Richards,
Jr., was given a tumultuous welcome in
the more than twenty-five capital cities in
the Far East. In the Philippines, where we
have more than 110,000 believers, the re-
ception given everywhere was considered a
special pleasure and privilege. In the cities
of Tloilo, Bacolod, and Cebu in Central
Philippines the traffic division of their po-
lice departments, the communications ne-
dia, and the public in general offered ex-
cellent cooperation.

Sponsored by the radio-TV department
of the Far Eastern Division, the tour was
led by R. C. Williams, the secretary of that
department. Opening the way and clear-
ing all communications media—the press,
radio, and television—and contacting pub-
lic officials, was Don Roth, publicrelations
secretary of the Far Eastern Division. Elder
Roth has his right-hand men in every field
coordinating local mass-media responsibili-
ties.

The King’s business requires haste. It
claims priority above all else. Traffic officers
cleared the trathc for the fast, heavy sched-
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The VOP group were accorded a wonderful welcome everywhere.

ule of the Voice of Prophecy broadcasters
on their way to meet their press and radio
interviews, television appearances, church
and public appointments. It was very in-
teresting to notice the thousands of men
and women and vehicles giving way for the
passage of the Voice of Prophecy entou-
rage. Red-light signals and trafic guides
and regulations bowed to give special con-
cessions because the King’s Heralds were
coming to town.

A “tme out” for the quartet was interest-
ing. This was at the Iloilo City airport,
Thursday morning, November 7. At ex-
actly eight-twenty the flight for Bacolod
was called. All passengers hurried to the
plane. All were ready for take-off. But
Elder Richards and the King’s Heralds
were still in the terminal building. They
were giving the message in song. And the

Flowers for H. M. S. Richards, Jr., in Cebu City.

people, hundreds of them, were eagerly
and intently listening. The message had
greater priority than the plane schedule.
The Voice of Prophecy’s visit sparked
unusual interest. The people jammed every
church, sanctuary, or civic hall where a
meeting was being held. Their mighty in-
fluence was beyond description. Since their
appearance many quartets have developed.
It’s marvelous! The King’s Heralds quar-
tet—Philippine brand—can now be heard
everywhere among Philippine churches.
We are very happy for the ministry of
the radio-TV department. Thousands have
been baptized into the fellowship of the
Advent faith through its effective ministry.
And how many millions of souls will be
seen in the mansions of God, nobody will
really know until the books of heaven will
be opened before the eyes of the redeemed.

Government motorized traoffic officers headed the VOP motorcades in quite a number of the cities.
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Strengthening Soul Winning
Through Faith for Today
TV Evangelism

FRANKLIN W. HUDGINS

Station Relations Director, Faith fcr Today

AITH FOR TODAY'S station coverage

stands at an all-time high—280 stations in
North America and nine overseas countries
(Bermuda, Guam, Korea, Liberia, Nigeria,
Puerto Rico, the Philippines, Trinidad,
and the Virgin Islands). They feature Faith
for Today with its weekly gospel message.
Types of programming include interview
feature, song program, illustrated sermon,
travelogue, and true-to-life situations.

Frequently pastors write to our office ask-
ing what they can do to help in getting
Faith for Today on the air.

In the early days of the program’s history
the pastor frequently was used as a contact
man. Indeed, for a time the telecast had no
station-relations director. Today the pic-
ture is changed. Instead of the pastor’s go-
ing from station to station in his city or
district, the plan is for the station-relations
director from the national headquarters to
make the contact.

Often program directors react to a visit
from the local pastor as a “pressure type”
approach. Accordingly their resistance is up
and they oftentimes will balk at televising
Faith for Today when, if approached other-

wise, they might be willing to air the tele-.

cast.

What the Pastor Can Do

However, there is still a great deal that the
local pastor can do in enabling Faith for
Today to maintain its outreach. Obviously
it would be impossible for the telecast to
function effectively without the coopera-
tion of the local pastor. The more than
13,000 baptisms that have taken place
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through the ministry of Faith for Today are
traceable in large measure to the loyal
cooperation of pastors across North Amer-
ica and around the world.

Let’s take a look, then, at some of the
things that you as a pastor can do in
strengthening the outreach of Faith for To-
day. First of all you can maintain an at-
tractive church building. An unpainted
church on the wrong side of the tracks will
give its own testimonial—in the wrong way.
And when the program director learns that
Faith for Today is a Seventh-day Adventist-
sponsored program (this information is car-
ried with every telecast), he will immedi-
ately associate it with the unkempt church
and the run-down building he has noticed.

The pastor can perform an invaluable
service 1n enlisting his members to write
periodically to the station. Definitely to be
discouraged is a mass writing of letters or
post cards. This is regarded as a pressure
effort. Rather, invite vour members to write
on the occasion of a birthday or anniver-
sary. This will remind them to write regard-
ing Faith for Today annually. When they
correspond they can mention their appre-
ciation for the telecast and the gratitude
that they feel to the station for carrying it
as a public service.

The pastor can be invaluable in utilizing
Faith for Today’s booster kit program,
which was initiated two years ago. This is a
packet of materials that can be used in se-
curing Bible-school enrollments and enlist-
ing friends and neighbors to view the pro-
gram. Booster kits can be obtained from
Faith for Today at no charge. Then with an
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organized church membership it will be pos-
sible to make excellent contacts for the tele-
cast and enroll many in the Bible course.
All of which constitutes a good seed-sowing
program that will result in soul winning.

The pastor has an unusual opportunity
in inviting the program director or other
station ofhaials to visit the church and dis-
cuss religious television. Actually, even if
Faith for Today is not mentioned, a great
deal of good will be done. The speaker can
point to what religious television is accom-
plishing. And in his thinking he will eval-
uate the Seventh-day Adventist Church as
being perceptive; aware of the importance
of television in religious communication
today.

Nothing 1s to be taken for granted when
it comes to public-service time. A program
director in Minnesota mentioned that
when Faith for Today was taken off the air
no one wrote in to object. The dropping
of another religious telecast, however,
brought many responses. Accordingly,
merely because a program is on the air is
no reason to relax. The pastor can fulfill a
unique role in organizing his church mem-
bers to respond to the telecast and encour-
age station directors to keep it on the air.
Competition for TV station time is intense.
It is being sought constantly by many differ-
ent secular and religious organizations.

Indirectly the pastor can make a contri-
bution to Faith for Today’s popularity by
taking an active part in the local ministerial
association. If he builds a good image there
for the church, this frequently will help.
Often program directors say, “If the local
ministerial association will endorse or at
least accede to the showing of your pro-
gram we will be glad to put it on the air.”

In Albuquerque, New Mexico, recently,
the program director went so far as to say,
“I like your program. I believe it makes a
valuable contribution. If it clears the local
ministerial association we will plan to run
it weekly.” Fortunately there was an excel-
lent relationship between the Seventh-day
Adventist church and the community. The
pastor was an active member of the local
ministerial association. When the preview-
ing was done a favorable report was given.

The fact that people know you and rec
ognize you as a force for good in the com-
munity is helpful. For a national telecast
such as Faith for Today, this can be in-
valuable.

In Zanesville, Ohio, a few years ago sta-
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tion officials sat around a conference table
discussing plans for dropping Faith for To-
day. As they did so they recalled that many
letters and telephone calls had routinely
come throughout the year from those who
enjoved the telecast. As a result of this
alone, they determined to continue the
program. _

In Canada valuable air time was given
one of our pastors simply because of a good
relationship built up through Faith for To-
day.

In the far West a program director who
was also in charge of radio broadcasting
gave radio public-service time in addition
to television just because of the popularity
of the Faith for Today telecast.

Some pastors have told us that they have
been featured on a local religious televi-
sion program because the name Seventh-
day Adventist has become familiar to the
program director through Faith for Today.
Oftentimes we are not too well known.
Consequently, anything that is done to
place Adventism in a favorable light is all
to the good.

A pastor should always remember the
anniversary date of the television station
that features Faith for Today. Here is an
opportunity for helping to put the church
in a favorable light. A lovely gift of flowers
can be taken to the station with a Faith
for Today card. Or perhaps a birthday
cake can be presented. Such gifts have been
featured on the TV station’s newscasts.
This has helped to build the viewing audi-
ence.

You may know of a station interested in
Faith for Today. Possibly a program direc-
tor with whom vyou have developed a
friendship has mentioned his interest in
televising a good religious program. If this
is the case please contact the station-rela-
tions department of Faith for Today im-
mediately. Your communication should be
addressed to Franklin W. Hudgins, Faith
for Today, 200 Stonehinge Lane, Carle
Place, New York 11514. From national
headquarters an audition print will be sent
immediately and follow-up work will be
done. In this way the groundwork can be
laid for another station’s featuring Faith
for Today.

Certainly God has blessed in the Faith
for Today ministry. The program began
with one station in New York—WABC—
eighteen years ago. It has grown mightily

(Continued on page 42)
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Spirit of
Prophecy
Day

R. R. FRAME

Secretary
General Conference Spirit of Prophecy Committee

HEN the year 1968 slipped into eter-

nity religious and political writers be-
gan to reflect on a year that brought heart-
break and sorrow on both the home front
and the international scene. Editors and
authors analyzed the Vietnam war and the
Nigerian situation. Student power, church
and race, hunger and poverty, were by-
lines for articles and comment. Men sought
solutions for divisive issues, but few came
up with any stimulating proposals. So many
conceded that the only worth-while accom-
plishment in a year of anguish was the
tantastic translunar flight of Apollo 8.

So it has been year after year. Man has
tried to analyze the sad failures and catas-
trophies of the past, always hoping that a
new day, a new month, a new year, would
produce the answers he so earnestly desires.

To Seventh-day Adventists the day-to-day
happenings of the sixties should not come
as any surprise, for we claim to be students
of the Word of God, which is backed by
the Spirit of Prophecy. We recognize that
developments around us are but portents
of the second advent of Christ.

Undoubtedly one of the greatest bless-
ings that has come to the Advent Movement
is the gift of the Spirit of Prophecy. This
gift leads us into a deeper love for the
Word of God and a clearer understanding
of the days in which we live. As has been
said so many times, the Spirit of Prophecy
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writings are not an addition to the Bible,
but rather a means used by God to lead us
to the Bible. Eternity alone will reveal the
great value of the Spirit of Prophecy to the
church. As a result of the gift, the recipients
have had opportunity to come under a
steadying divine influence and have been
steered down a middle road that travels
through a troubled world.

In the beginnings of the movement men
and women came from different religious
persuasions with a variety of ideas and be-
liefs. Of those early days Ellen G. White
wrote as follows:

Many of our people do not realize how firmly
the foundation of our faith has been laid. My
husband, Elder Joseph Bates, Father [Stephen]
Pierce, Elder [Hiram] Edson, and others
after the passing of the time in 1844, searched for
the truth as for hidden treasure. I met with them,
and we studied and praved earnestly. Often we
remained together until late at night, and some-
times through the entire night, praying for light
and studying the Word. Again and again these
brethren came together to study the Bible, in
order that they might know its meaning, and be
prepared to teach it with power. When they came
to the point in their study where they said, “We
can do nothing more,” the Spirit of the Loxd
would come upon me, I would be taken off in
vision, and a clear explanation of the passages we
had been studying would be given me, with in-
struction as to how we were to labor and teach
effectively. Thus light was given that helped us
to understand the scriptures in regard to Christ,
His mission, and His priesthood. A line of truth
extending from that time to the time when we
shall enter the city of God, was made plain to me,
and I gave to others the instruction that the Y.ord
had given me—Selected Messages, book 1, pp.
206, 207.

If the counsel of the servant of the Lord
was of value to the pioneers, how much
more should the Testimonies and other
Spirit of Prophecy writings be of benefit to
the church today. By adhering to the coun-
sel of the Spirit of Prophecy, ministers and
laity alike can avoid the spiritual dangers
of this generation and meet the challenges
of an age that has been described as “‘de-
cadent.” If this church is to triumph and its
members be found in glory land at the end
of time, we need to study even more dili-
gently the Word of God and the Spirit of
Prophecy. The Bible is timeless, and its mes-
sage just as fresh as the news of the daily
newspaper. Likewise, the Spirit of Prophecy
writings are just as pertinent to our day as
when first penned.

Nevertheless, some are led to state that
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Ellen White's writings are out of date, that
they were given many years ago and applied
to earlier decades. Let Mrs. White herself
ANsSwer:

Time and trial have not made void the instruc-
tion given, but through vears of suffering and self-
sacrifice have established the truth of the testi-
mony given. The instruction that was given in the
early davs of the message is to be held as safe in-
struction to follow in these its closing days.—
Ibid., p. 41

Then there are those who hesitate to ac-
cept the writings of Ellen G. White as in-
spired messages. Such are usually unquali-
fied to pass judgment, because of a lack of
real knowledge concerning the gift. Many
of these have not read the writings, nor do
they understand the topics presented. In
this connection we would quote Letter 292,
written by Mrs. White in 1907:

I am instructed to say to our churches, Study
the Testimonies. They are written for our admoni-
tion and encouragement upon whom the ends of
the world ave come. If God’s people will not study
these messages that are sent to them from time to
time, they are guilty of rejecting light. Line upon
line, precept upon precept, here a little and there
a little, God is sending instruction to His people.
Heed the instruction; follow the light. The Lord
has a controversy with His people hecause in the
past thev have not heeded His instruction and
followed His guidance.

These are strong and challenging words.
Every church member should search his
own heart and discover whether he is guilty
of rejecting the light because of the lack of
study of the Testimonies. We are the people
“upon whom the ends of the world are
come,” and how important it is that there
be the appropriate depth of study, that we
not fall by the wayside. We need to be re-
minded that “Satan is . . . constantly press-
ing in the spurious—to lead away from the
truth. The very last deception of Satan will
be to make of none effect the testimony
of the Spirit of God. ‘Where there is no vis-
ion, the people perish® (Prov. 29:18). Sa-
tan will work ingeniously, in different ways
and through difterent agencies, to unsettle
the confidence of God’s remnant people in
the true testimony.”—Selecied Messages,
book 2, p. 78.

So long as we remember God'’s leading
hand in the past we have nothing to fear. It
is only as men and women turn their backs
on the gift to the church and consider it
outmoded that they are placed in difficult
situations. As one loses confidence in the
Spirit of Prophecy he also loses interest in
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the Bible and places himself on Satan’s
ground.

As a member of the church in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area, I have had the privilege
of attending a pilot program of the Testi-
mony Countdown classes. A report of this
activity has already appeared in this jour-
nal. It has been inspiring to witness over-
flow audiences studying the Testimonies
and eagerly drinking in the instruction
night by night. Seldom have church leaders
looked upon such a stimulating and encour-
aging scene. This is an indication of the
recognition by a large group of church mem-
bers of the value of the counsel given
through the Testimonies to this church.
May the spirit of the Testimony Count-
down program sweep across the nation and
through the world field, thus strengthening
the spiritual life of God’s people.

At the 1968 Autumn Council of the Gen-
eral Conference Committee, the brethren
assembled saw fit once again to point the
flock to the importance of the Spirit of
Prophecy. One recommendation recorded
at the council reads in part as follows:

Waereas, The church is at the threshhold of
earth’s closing events, adequate preparation for
which demands of all its members, confidence in
the Spirit of Prophecy and an intimate acquaint-
ance with its messages,

We recommend, 1. That we continue to encour-
age Seventh-day Adventists throughout the world
to possess and thoughtfully read available Spirit of
Prophecy books.

2. That churches be led by their pastors in sys-
tematic study of these books, not overlooking the
advantage of selecting those for which study guides
are provided—G.C. Minutes, p. 1253, 1968.

The stimulus given by this action must
be ongoing and not limited to a given pe-
riod. Publishing houses have been asked to
provide Spirit of Prophecy volumes at a dis-
count rate, and plans are also under way to
increase the circulation of the inspired vol-
umes in overseas fields, both in English-
speaking lands and where the books must
be translated into other languages.

Spirit of Prophecy Day is scheduled for
May 17, 1969, and comes but once a year.
Let us not limit Spirit of Prophecy empha-
sis to but one Sabbath each year, but let the
ministry lead the membersgip into an ap-
propriate study on May 17 that will be but
a beginning of the more thorough study of
the Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy so
that all will have a complete understanding
of God’s will for His people as the last
chapters of history are being written.
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NE very compact way of viewing our

topic is to see it as having three distinct
divisions: media, mass, and methods. But
before analyzing these aspects of the whole,
let’s make certain that we have a general
working definition of the subject. Mass
communications means ‘‘the approximately
simultaneous delivery of identical messages
through mechanisms of high-speed repro-
duction and distribution to relatively large
and undifferentiated numbers of people.”*
Mass communications is further a phe-
nomenon distinctive to our age, for ours
1s the only era that has provided a society
with conditions that make it possible—a
highly developed technology and an ur-
banized literate population with great buy-
ing power and considerable leisure.

Motion Pictures

The several media of mass communica-
tions are: Printed materials, such as books,
magazines, and newspapers; movies; and
the electronic wonders—radio and televi-
sion. The movie industry has for decades
proved its ability to attract, grasp, and mold
the imagination of man, and it has been
and still is a potent force and an effective
weapon for training and opinion guidance
in education, religion, economics, govern-
ment, and even commercialized sports.
While the church has made some use of the
motion picture in evangelism, it is quite
clear that the success of the screen in the
many areas noted, as well as in others,
should encourage serious study of its more
extensive use by the church in soul winning.
Because of the many problems of produc-
tion, not the least of which is finance, there
are not many movies available for the
preaching of truths that are distinctly doc-
trinal. This means that the main value of
movies in soul winning today is in helping
to attract crowds and in aiding and rein-
forcing those more general doctrines and
truths which they portray. Hopefully, the
day will come when more positive and
pointed evangelistic use will be given the
screeri. However, he who would “sow be-
side all waters” will not overlook the utili-
tarian values they presently possess.

Newspapers

Another medium more utilitarian than
direct is the printed news page. Like the
sometimes-innocuous movie, these are
readily available and relatively inexpen-
sive. Total circulation of all daily news-
papers in the United States in 1965 was
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The Use of
Mass Media
n
SOUL
WINNING

C. B. ROCK

Associate Secretary, Ministerial Association
Southern Union

60,357,563. Total circulation of weeklies
was 26,088,230. According to the Ayer di-
rectory of newspapers and periodicals,
1,763 daily, 561 Sunday, and 9,391 weekly
newspapers are published in America. On
a strictly religious note, the Roman Catho-
lic Church alone in the same year pub-
lished 142 newspapers and 386 magazines
in North America. This ponderous ava-
lanche of print is in itself, however, some-
what a hindrance for the purposes of soul
winning as:

1. People are bombarded with so much
print that they read little very well.

2. There is so much trivia in print that
sober-minded citizens take it all very casu-
ally.

3. Many people buy the whole paper in
order to read one particular section, such
as the ads, the business section, et cetera.

However, the law of averages demands
that printed advertisements and sermon
synopsis do get read by some. The sheer
volume of homes and hands into which
print falls guarantees viewing, if but some-
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times unintentionally, and therefore must
be continued to be regarded as a means of
attracting attention to meetings and giving
capsule reports to the public.

Radio

Books, another mass-communications
product, are so obviously a conventional
tool of soul winning that it hardly seems
necessary to belabor the point of their
value. What we do wish to emphasize, how-
ever, are the two primary instruments of
evangelism or soul winning offered by the
mass media. These are radio and television.
If there is any doubt about the increasing
popularity of radio in America, look at the
pattern revealed by the following statistics.

Radio Sets in Use
(In Millions of Units)

Total
Year Auto Radios Home Radios Radios
1950 18 81 99
1955 29 91 120
1960 40 98 138
1962 42.4 100.5 142.9

To establish further the pervasive in-
fluence of radio upon human thought and
activity indicated by the above, let us re-
mind you that this decade has given birth
to the era of the transistor, a development
of incalculable importance to gospel preach-
ing in lands where electrical outlets are not
readily available; and of no small import
in industrialized countries where the tran-
sistor craze makes truth available on the
lands of the seashore, as well as on the
yacht at sea. And surprisingly enough, in a
recent survey made by CBS it was found
that 98.1 per cent of all people over 18
listen to the radio, and 71.1 per cent of
these really listen rather than use it as a
background while they do something else.”

Television

Undoubtedly, however, the medium of
mass communications with the greatest po-
tential for effectiveness in soul winning is
television. There are more than 150 mil-
lion TV sets operating throughout the
world, or one to about every 20 persons—
man, woman, and child. About 65 million
of these sets are in the United States, most
States have four or more stations, and these
many stations are viewed by some 55 mil-
lion families, More Americans have tele-
vision sets (92 per cent) than have tele-
phones (79 per cent), vacuum cleaners (78
per cent), or automobiles (76 per cent).
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Having identified the media, we must
now answer the question “How much of the
mass is susceptible to religious program-
ming?” The Communication Research
Project found that in New Haven, Con-
necticut, six out of every ten households
regularly view a religious program on tele-
vision or listen to one on the radio.® This
New England study was confirmed by a
more recent central Illinois sample, which
revealed that 54 per cent of the households
studied regularly viewed or listened to a
religious broadcast. This is an amazing per-
centage when we remember that most reli-
gious broadcasting is done at other than
prime viewing times. It is further significant
to note that most listeners to or viewers of
religious broadcasts are church afhliated or
have some church background.’ The prime
audience for religious programming is
made up of women between the ages of 25
and 55, probably owing to their number
and availability, as well as to their interest
in religion, which is considerably higher
than that of men.

Helping to keep constant the homoge-
neity of this unit of the mass that tunes in to
religious broadcasts is the hour at which re-
ligious broadcasting is made available, such
as the traditional Sunday morning parade
of religious fanfare. Sunday morning be-
fore twelve o’clock is in some respects, how-
ever, the worst of all times for radio or tele-
vision, since most families are either in
church, in bed, or outdoors. However, be-
cause of station policies, this is generally
the best time available, and it is a fact that
religious people who are near their radios
or TV sets and who cannot get to church
are accustomed to tuning in for a bit of re-
ligion on Sunday morning. The chart that
follows shows the best hours for broadcast-

ing.
Prime Hours for TV Viewing in USA
1963 1964 1965
Percentage Percentage Percentage
TV Homes TV Homes TV Homes
7:00 A.3.-12:00 noon 12.7 13.5 14.2
12 noon-6:00 p.3. 248 26.6 26.9
6:00 p.M.-1 AM, 42.8 44.0 44.0
7:00 A1 AM. 28.5 29.7 30.0
(All day)

“There is virtually no viewing before §
AM. on weekdays, and use of sets falls off
sharply at 11 p.M. No one so far has found
enough audience to count on Sunday morn-
ings, although it is fairly certain that chil-
dren—but not teen-agers—watch then and
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on Saturdav mornings. Between 12 noon
and 6 p.:. Sundays, 68 per cent of all homes
are reported to have their sets on and to
watch for long periods at a stretch.”—Re-
ligious Television, p. 46.

Of course, there are two major hurdles
to TV usage not usually found with radio:
(1) finance and (2) station availability.

Most stations charge in four classifica-
tions: A, B, C, and D. Class A charges are for
prime hours of viewing, and the others
are decreasingly less popular hours. The
best any local church can usually secure
would be Class C, which covers Monday
through Friday, 7:00 a.M. to 6:00 p.M., and
Sunday from 7:00 A.M. to 6:30 .M. A series
of 12 to 26 broadcasts of 30-minute length
may usually be secured at Class C rates for
$500 to $1,200 per broadcast, and a similar
series of 15 minutes from $300 to 3600 per
broadcast, depending, of course, upon the
going rates in a particular locality. New
stations and UHF stations are usually some-
what cheaper in their rates. It is obvious,
however, that few churches have financial
power to sustain a TV series of any length.
Nevertheless, long-range planning by the
local church combined with help from a
parent organization will in many cases
bring enough revenue to pay for a seasonal
run of 12 to 15 weeks. It is a good plan,
where 1t is possible, for several area churches
to pool their resources in obtaining a
broadcast.

Television Time Availability

Money, however, is not always the biggest
barrier. Availability is. In an effort to
screen out undesirable religious program-
ming, most city stations are happy to coop-
erate with the Radio and TV Department
of the National Council of Churches in see-
ing to it that only those churches affiliated
with its local departments are permitted on
the air, and then in rotation, such as Bap-
tists one week, Methodists the next, et
cetera. Further, the local TV stations are
quick to explain that through the national
networks with which they are affiliated a
balanced diet of Protestant, Catholic, and
Jewish programming has already been ar-
ranged. Then in many cases (the larger the
city the more likely the problem), time
would appear unavailable altogether. Nev-
ertheless, the following ideas may help those
pastors who are interested:

I. Always meet with salesmen in your
church office where they can see your sur-
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roundings and know that yours is not a sec-
ond-rate religious group.

2. Remember, the salesman can probably
sell the station management better than
you can (he makes a commission).

3. Plan or request time far ahead—six
months or a year. This eliminates being
turned down because of a crowded sched-
ule.

4. Try to work hardest on new stations.
They are usually eager for business.

5. Be willing to accept what may seem to
be less-than-choice hours. If your program
is impressive you will have an excellent
chance of being changed.

As for program types, there are several
formats available. The most effective are
the lecture-demonstration type, the discus-
sion type, and the interview type. One’s
own personality and talents should dictate
which format will be utilized. What must
be remembered in any case is that on both
radio and TV a relaxed simple approach is
desirable for the nonprofessional preacher,
and that while people may be won to the
program or to the speaker or even Christ
over the air, they are won to the church in
the home, in personal contact; and thus
there must be some means—gifts offered,
sermon requests, et cetera—of getting
names from listeners and following up in
private or group Bible studies.

What, then, can we conclude is the value
of broadcasting in soul winning?

1. It will give exposure to the prejudiced
persons who would never attend a service
m a Seventh-day Adventist church but
whose respect can be won on the air.

2. It allows us to reach behind the doors
of apartment houses, where handbills and
door-to-door visitation is impossible.

3. It catches the ear and eye of the masses
which by the sheer weight of numbers will
contain interested persons.

4. It builds good will and a climate of
acceptance in the community.

5. It produces a continuous stream of
contacts with the pastor, members, and
Bible workers.

6. It gives the membership a point of
pride and identification and aids in secur-
ing their help in missionary endeavor as
they advertise the program and assist in de-
livering lessons to the persons contacted.
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'I'HE radio ministry has always had a par-
ticular interest for me, for to a large de-
gree it was responsible for my becoming a
Seventh-day Adventist.

Now I have the privilege, along with
other responsibilities, of supervising the
radio work in the Central Pacific Union
Mission.

The radio work is defying and defeating
the communications difhculties. The ether
waves cannot be held back. Lack of ships
and planes do not prevent it from speed-
ing across the sea and into the hearts and
mmds of increasing numbers. Thrilling are
the results we are seeing in the Central
Pacific as the radio ministry and its closely
associated Bible correspondence school
pierce the darkness of ignorance and spirit-
ual depravity to elevate souls steeped in
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The
WORD
Is 1n
the AIR

GORDON A. LEE

President and Radio-TV Secretary
Central Pacific Union Mission

sin, and to show them how to become sons
and daughters of God, awaiting their soon-
coming King.

In Fiji, a young Fiji-born Indian girl of
about seventeen years was enrolled in the
God’s Way course. This she completed and
was introduced to the Light of the World
series of Bible studies. It was during the
time when she was completing this course
that one of our Bible-school workers visited
the home. With a warm welcome the
worker was invited in. Enthusiastic ques-
tions, eagerness to know more of these won-
derful truths, filled the hour of the visit.
The final result—this young girl took her
stand and was baptized. Her mother and
three other members of the family are now
preparing for entry into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.
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Sala’s experience was not so easy. She too
studied the God’s Way lessons and made a
determined stand for truth. She began to
keep the Sabbath, attending our nearest
church. Fach week she was beaten and
abused by her parents and relatives. Finally
because she refused to give up her new-
found faith, and because Christ meant more
to her than anything else, she was chased
away from her home. For three months
she lived with friends who assisted her in
living for Christ. The parents and relatives
realized that nothing would separate Sala
from the “Seven Day Church,” and she was
invited to return to her home with the
promise that she might worship as she de-
sired. Sala returned home. Her light still
shines. Today a younger sister is preparing
for baptism as a result of Sala’s witness.

In Samoa, Pastor S. Neru is the Voice of
Prophecy speaker, using the vernacular to
make available the message to 150,000 Sa-
moans. So well received is this program
that when he enters a village to preach it
is not difficult to get an audience. Upon
learning that the speaker of Leo o le Va-
loaga is conducting a meeting, many flock
along to hear him in person. Because of
this we have been able to use him in reap-
ing campaigns, which have harvested much
fruit—fruit that was born of invisible mes-
sages flying through the midst of heaven.

‘To the south of Samoa are the Friendly
Isles, where the genial smile and gentle
nature of our beloved Pastor M. Niuafe
greets us. He too is spotlighted like Pastor
Neru because of his wide listening audience
on Leo oe Kikite from ZCO Tonga. Just a
few weeks ago one of the preachers in a
popular church in Tonga, in his weekly
open-air meeting, told his listeners that it
was not necessary to keep the seventh-day
Sabbath, as they often heard from Mangaia
(Mangaia is the name of our headquarters
in Tonga). “Any one of the week days will
do,” he stated. Two weeks later Pastor
Niuafe's voice rang out over the ether

waves, proclaiming what God’s Word has
to say on the Sabbath truth. This was not to
answer the former preacher, but it so hap-
pened that the subject, drawn up months
before in the year’s schedule, came at this
opportune time.

A town officer from one of the villages of
Tongatapu stepped into our offices to speak
to Pastor Niuafe while he was waiting for
his bus back to his village. He told how he
had a meeting of the leading people of his
village in his home discussing some of the
matters of importance concerning their vil-
lage. Since this meeting ended just as the
Voice of Prophecy was about to come on,
he invited all to stay and hear the message.

Pastor Niuafe's message, Bible packed,
came out showing our obligations to up-
hold the seventh-day Sabbath. After the pro-
gram was finished, the people expressed
their appreciation of the fact that here was
a message based on the Word of God, and
they went on to bewail the fact that their
church was just giving them “chaff,” and
as a result there was a large falling away.

In the village of Fahefa, Sione Mino was
invited by his Adventist neighbor to listen
to the Voice of Prophecy. This he did regu-
larly for about twelve months. After listen-
ing regularly for a year, Sione stopped at-
tending his church—he was the youth
leader in Tonga’s largest church. Pressed
as to the reason, he finally told his former
church associates, “I've been listening to
the Voice of Prophecy for twelve months
now, and what I've heard I believe to be
the truth. I'm going to join the Seventh-day
Adventist Church,” which he did, with his
wife and family.

And so the thrilling stories mount up
from these scattered isles as radio and corre-
spondence courses penetrate every isle,
every village, every home, every honest soul
—calling, pleading, leading. A great cre-
scendo of voices mounts up, ever stronger,
ever fuller, calling back in response: “Lord,
prepare us for this great day.”

DANGER OF FLATTERY

Praise no man; flatter no man; and permit no man to praise or flatter you. Satan
will do enough of this work. Lose sight of the instrument, and think of Jesus. Praise
the Lord. Give glory to God. Make melody to God in your hearts. Talk of the truth.
Talk of the Christian’s hope, the Christian’s heaven.
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GOD 1IN

(Part 1)

MILTON HOOK

District Director, New Guinea

HE fact that God is, is one of the basic as-

sumptions on which the Bible is written.
It is the first premise of all Jewish and Chris-
tian theology. In the Scriptures “no argu-
ment is entered into to prove the existence
of God: Instead, His existence is affirmed as
a fact to be believed.”?

Today the prestige of theology as queen
of the sciences is past because many modern
preachers offer no meaning to life, no hope
of eternal life, no standards for morals; 1n-
deed, no God at all.

Is There No God?

How can a man conclude with absolute
surety that there is no God? Artempted
proofs of God’s nonexistence are absurd.

In the first instance man is limited in
space by specific locality of existence. One
man does not exist everywhere at once. One
man has not even been everywhere in this
limitless universe; therefore, God could be
in some place where this man is not, never
has been, and never will be present. In
other words, to declare the death of God,
the atheist must assume his own omnipres-
ence.

Second, man is limited in time by birth
and death. In his short life span he cannot
hope to learn everything. Man’s mind is not
infallible and neither is it even absolutely
objective in its selection of data. Man cannot
complete his knowledge of reality; therefore,
he cannot with absolute certainty know all
that is to be known. Hence, when stripped of
his jungle of words, the atheist is left with
his presumptuous claim to be omnipresent
and omniscient; that is, God Himself.

The futility of trying to prove God’s non-
existence is equaled only by the futility of
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trying to prove His existence. The atheist
and the theist face the same frustration.

In the thirteenth century the Dominican
monk Aquinas introduced some arguments
for the existence of God. These “celebrated
five ways, quinque viae, sometimes called
the proofs for the existence of God, follow
some general themes running through the
universe, namely, change, dependence, con-
tingency, limited perfection, and util-
ity. . . . Hence he infers the changeless
changer, the uncause cause, the neces-
sary being, the completely perfect, and the
ultimate end—mnotions all of which com-
bine in the nominal definition of God.”?

Despite sound logic and reasoned argu-
ments, these can at best only infer a god,
but they cannot prove absolutely that there
is the God. Man can apprehend God, but
he cannot comprehend Him (Rom. 11:33).
Reason cannot plumb the Absolute. Finite
cannot fully know the Infinite. However,
reasoned arguments do grant some evidence,
and this imperfect knowledge is better than
perfect ignorance.

Steppingstones to Conviction

The atheist virtually isolates himself on
an island of perfect ignorance and despair.
He ignores the steppingstones to conviction
such as innate knowledge, reason, an orderly
nature, special revelation, and answered
prayer. Granted, while none of these can
give perfect understanding about God, the
Christian is prepared to use them as step-
pingstones to the conviction that God
exists.

Innate knowledge is perhaps the first step-
pingstone the atheist should test. It is a hid-
den stone just below the surface and
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immediately before the stone of reason.

Innate Knowledge

With a little reflection the atheist must
admit that in the mind of every man, how-
ever primitive or debased, there is at least a
weak inner voice that says, ““There is a
Superior Being.” Some call it man’s con-
" science. Others call it the imago Dezr, or im-
age of God in man. Call it what you will;
we must admit that man is Homo religiosus
—Dby nature religious. Animals are not re-
ligious. They do not possess this inner
awareness or even the faintest suspicion that
God exists. They are even unaware that they
themselves exist and what existence means.
They do not ask, “Is there a God?” Hu-
mans alone ask this question because deep
in their moral fiber they possess the intui-
tion that there is a Superior Being. As a
moral being, man concludes there must be a
supreme moral Being to whom he must an-
swer for his choices between good and evil.

In propounding his Concept of Dread,
Soren Kierkegaard said, “Being aware that
he lives, man is also aware that he must
die.” * Man realizes he is in time and space
and conscious he must make choices between
good and evil that mean success or disaster.

These institutions of time, space, being,
and morality stem from the prime intuition
that there is a God in existence. If the
atheist would admit the existence of this pri-
mary intuition, it would be the first step
from his island of despair, indeed his first
step toward salvation.

Reason

The second steppingstone is labeled “Rea-
son.” In his book Evangelical Theology
Karl Barth puts forth some reasons for the
decline of theology today. One reason that
he suggests is the prevalence of doubt.* The
false belief that all things must be abso-
Iutely proved beyond all doubt before they
can be given validity is oftem the reason
why men are led to despair, “There is no
God.”

The steppingstone of reason is a circular
stone. Beginning at one spot on its peri-
meter, we reason our way right around to
the spot where we began. This is unavoid-
able, because all knowledge really has its
roots in circular reasoning.

For instance, the Christian says that God
exists, which in turn demands a special rev-
elation of God. But in the next breath the
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Christian says that this very revelation is an
indication that God exists. And so we arrive
back at the point where we started reason-
ing.
The atheist faces the same dilemma. He
may start by saving man has originated from
the lowest form of life by a refining process
of evolution, through a gradation of beings.
Then he reasons that because there is a gra-
dation of beings in existence he concludes
man has arisen from the lowest form. And
so the atheist also arrives back at the point
where he started reasoning.

This brings us to the point that both the
Christian and the atheist must admit a first
cause. For reason demands that everything
that happens must be caused except the first
cause, which is uncaused or eternal.

A First Cause

We are forced to choose between three
possible first causes as a starting point for
our reasoning: (1) That eternal nothing
gave rise to both mind and matter; (2) that
eternal matter gave rise to a mind; or (3)
that an Eternal Mind gave rise to all matter.
The first choice is inconceivable and rejec-
ted by all sane intelligence. ‘

The second choice was one that was taken
by Spinoza when he declared the universe
conceived as a whole to be the “cause of it-
self (“causa sui”).”” Bearing the roots of
pantheism, he concluded that nature was the
all-inclusive unique totality. However, upon
examination it is impossible and absurd to
reason that matter could give rise to mind.
Mind is more than just a blob of matter
or a conglomerate heap of electrically
charged atoms.

The third choice is the only sane choice,
and the one taken by Scripture:

“By the word of the Lord were the heav-
ens made; and all the host of them by the
breath of His mouth. . .. For he spake, and
it was done; he commanded, and it stood
tast” (Ps. 338:6-9).

With his choice a starting point or first
truth in our reasoning, we can explain the
meaning and morality of life and grant hope
for eternal life. Standing on the circular
rock of reason, we can say with Fitchett,
“Belief in God is the first instinct, and last
conviction of sane intelligence.”*

Law and Design

Next we take a jump across to the step-
pingstone of law and design. We find itis a
wonderful stone of science and beauty. When
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an anthropologist looks at the rock draw-
ings in the caves of Arnham Land and de-
clares with authority,“This is the handwork
of primitive aborigines,” then everyone be-
lieves him. The geologist says with author-
itv, “Colonial corals in Greenland rocks
attest to warmer conditions in the past than
todayv.” " Everything we observe in life is
accredited with having some cause. Noth-
ing cannot produce something. The convic-
tion that every effect must have a cause is
founded upon the observations we make in
life.

\While even a simple track in the sand is
recognized as being caused by some animal
or object, many men are reluctant to admit
a Creator even though they are surrounded
by His creation. '

Should bees become extinct, 100,000 vari-
eties of flowering plants would disappear
from earth. Such interdependence of plants
and animals infers a Creator who worked to
a master plan, with each plant and animal
serving its purpose in life.

The existence of one hundred thousand
million billion known stars moving in space
according to predictable paths would infer
a mighty God of natural law.

Involved sequences in nature testify to an
all-wise Being rather than chance as the be-
ginning of all things. If man had ten mar-
bles marked from one to ten in his pocket
and he began to pull them out, there would
be one chance in ten that he would pull out
number one. The chance of pulling out one
to ten in numerical order is one in ten bil-
lion. In photosynthesis, metabolism, and
even the metamorphosis of a mere frog we
see much more involved sequences, which
would have necessitated an astronomical de-
gree of chance. A Christian concludes it is
better to admit a Creator who gives mean-
“ing to all creation rather than give cre-
dence to chance, which grants no meaning
to all life.

The Witness of Nature

This steppingstone is one of wonder, too.
Consider the gangling giraffe. When he
lowers his head to drink, a valve checks the
rush of blood and prevents a brain rupture.
When he stands upright again the valve
prevents rapid drainage of blood from the
brain. Chance, vou say? Or omniscient de-
sign?

A man’s heart has a 1/240th H.P. rating,
vet pumps ten tons of blood every day. The
lens of a hawk’s eye is so well muscled that
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in effect it can transform the eye from a tele-
scope to a microscope almost instantly. A
single antenna of the wood ant contains 211
cones for smelling and 1,730 touch bristles.
The seal, an air-breathing mammal, can
dive to depths of a mile and stay under water
for fifteen to twenty minutes. Such feats re-
quire sustaining tremendous body pressure
and oxygen conservation mechanisms. To
keep its brain oxygenated during a dive the
seal’s heart beat will slow from 170 to seven
a minute and the arteries constrict accord-
ingly to conserve oxygen. Similarly an alli-
gator’s heart will slow to two or three beats
a minute to enable it to remain submerged
for about two hours.

Examples of such marvels in nature could
be multiplied without end, and man has only
scratched the surface in his search among
the secrets of nature. Man’s own body is a
living testimony to the interdependence,
law, involved sequences, wonders,and beautv
wrought by Mind. J. S. Mill declared, “It
would be difficult to find a stronger argu-
ment . . . than that the eye must have been
made by one who sees, and the ear by one
who hears.”® Scripture echoes, “For that
which is known about God is evident to
them and made plain in their inner con-
sciousness, because God [Himself] has shown
it to them. For ever since the creation
of the world His invisible nature and attri-
butes, that is, His eternal power and divin-
ity have been made intelligible and clearly
discernible in and through the things that
have been made — His handiworks. So
[men] are without excuse—altogether with-
out any defense or justification” (Rom.l:
19,20, Amplified).’

(To be continued)
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The bigot agrees there are two sides to every
question: his side and the wrong one.

Those who go against the grain of God’s laws
shouldn’t complain when they get splinters.
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TO SECURE
converts who
will remain in
the church is the
aim of every
pastor, evangel-
1st, and church
administrator.
Let me empha-
size that nothing
has ever been
devised that will
produce  more
lasting  results
than the ideas
employed in the
early days of the
Advent Move-
ment—the
preaching of the
three angels’
messages by il-
Iustrating  the
prophecies of
Daniel and Re-
velation.
Personal experience has taught me an
important lesson. The use of slides focused
on a screen are good, but the best results
are obtained by using visual aids that re-
main constantly before the people. The sym-
bols of beasts and images portrayed in the
Scripture are loaded with meaning, but for
the most part these prophetic illustrations
are entirely foreign to the average listener.

The Use of Symbols

The eye is unable to catch the full signif-
icance unless the listener can constantly
compare the illustration with the Scrip-
ture and the explanation. Furthermore, in
order to grasp the importance of where we
are in the stream of time as related to clos-
ing events, the entire prophetic vision of
all these symbols needs to be represented
in its fullness. This of course is possible
as you continually add symbol after symbol
from night to night in your presentation.
Consider the impact of such an illustration
when suddenly the listener sees for the first
time, as well as hears it from the Bible,
that the beast of Revelation 13 is made up
of parts of all the other beasts before it.

For example, God took the head of the
lion, the feet of the bear, the body of the
leopard, the horns of the ten-horned beast,
thus creating the symbolic beast of Revela-
tion 13, and to this He adds that the
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dragon gave to this creature his power
and his authority. If the religious signif-
cance of each beast has been thoroughly
presented, need one say more to drive
home the importance of the beast of Reve-
lation 13? Can words adequately describe
what we hope the listener will envision in
the discussion of the beast of Reve-
lation 177

Gripping the Interest
To make things more fascinating, dates
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can be so arranged to carry one through
the stream of time, beginning at Creation,
after which the dragon entered the Garden
of Eden to deceive, following on through
to Babylon in 605, Medo-Persia in 538,
Greece in 331, Rome in 168; and here can
be placed the cross, showing that every-
thing preceding was B.C. and everything
thereafter is A.p. Then follow the ten king-
doms in 476, the Papacy in 538, the deadly
wound in 1798, which is also the date of
the coming up of the new power repre-
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sented by the
two - horned
beast as the
United States.
The date 1929
follows, when
the deadly
wound began to
heal, taking us
down to the pres-
ent moment of
this year as we
see the develop-
ments making
possible the ful-
fillment of Reve-
lation 17.

Daniel 2 takes
on an entirely
new significance
after it has been
thoroughly stud-
ied, and the il-
lustration is left
before the eye to
make possible constant comparison of the
prophet’s view with the beasts represent-
ing kingdoms. Audience attendance grows
nightly as the word is spread about that
for the first time prophecies of the Bible
are really being made to live for the lis-
tener.

Visual Aids Available

The Missionary Volunteer Department
has prepared these new visual aids, as men-
tioned in this article, not only for the
youth of the church in Voice of Youth
meetings but also to help our pastors, evan-
gelists, educational institutions, and lay-
men in presenting the three angels’ mes-
sages in the full power of the Holy Spirit
and with such clearness that people are
compelled to make a deciston.

These evangelistic visual aids are large
enough to hold the attention of an audi-
ence up to one thousand. They are printed
in full color by the Review and Herald
on top-quality paper suitable for mounting
on plywood or aluminum sheets. They can
be sprayed with clear plastic that will make
them last for years.

Please place your order with the MV de-
partment of your conference. The supply is
limited. Order at once. The price 1s only
88 for a complete set, postpaid, in a dur-
able mailing tube to any place in the
world. Sets available to anyone.
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PROGRESS

PREACHER'S

FEW months ago an anonymous letter

came to the MiNisTrRy editors. It was
passed along to me for answering. Here is
how the familiar, as old as sin, account
read:

“Dear Sirs: I am wondering if you can
give some advice in an article along the
lines of how a pastor can best conduct him-
self in relationship to other women in the
church.

“Does it breed familiarity to call them
by their first name?

“To visit young women in their homes
when they are alone, and their husbands
are working, such as the church treasurer,
missionary secretary, et cetera?

“To lend them his personal articles,
such as handkerchiefs and earmuffs during
Ingathering time?

“To always be seen talking to women in
a very close, friendly manner and in a low
tone of voice?

“Should he always be willing to run er-
rands for them and take them places in his
car? Chit-chat with them on the telephone?

“At any meeting time to go around and
make sure he shakes hands with them,
visiting the Sabbath school rooms or wher-
ever he can find them?

“I am a minister’s wife, and I have tried
to help my husband along these lines, but
he refuses to see it. Now the church mem-
bers are talking about his familiarity with
women and one woman in particular.

“I am traveling, so you do not know my
identity, but I am a heartbroken minister’s
wife praying for help before it is too late.”

Since the actors in this tragic drama are
unknown, a two-part answer is necessary.
It i1s rather rare to credit all the errors
committed in an episode of this nature to
one party. So let’s talk about the minister-
husband first.
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e Open Letter
To a

Heartbroken
Minister’s Wife

RON RUNYAN

Shocked Over Falling

Any normal man who thinks himself im-
mune to immorality had better search his
soul and daily consider Paul’s cautions.
“Be not highminded, but fear” (Rom.
11:20). “If you feel sure that you are stand-
ing firm, beware! You may fall” (I Cor.
10:12 N.E.B.).* To discredit these words
makes a person a sympathizer with the
devil.

I have talked with more than one fallen
minister who was dismayed and shocked
over the fact that he fell! If we could se-
cure honest testimonies from every man
dismissed from our ministerial ranks for
this cause, I think we would find common
agreement on the point that a man must
be on guard constantly and exercise ut-
most caution in all his relationships with
the opposite sex.

What about preachers calling women
members by their first name? It is difficult
to lay down a hard-and-fast rule on this
point. Much depends on circumstances,
but generally speaking, a wise minister will
not indulge in this form of familiarity. If
you call a woman by her first name, doesn’t
she have a reciprocal right? We are living
in an age of buddy-buddy chumminess.
Current thought exalts the theme of “to-
getherness,” which is fine in certain areas
of activity. But sin statistics reveal an awful
breakdown of sexual moral standards.
Wouldn't it be better to be extra cautious
in this area, and to keep on the whole
armor of God, rather than to follow a path-
way of undue familiarity that may bring
heartbreak to the home and church?
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Visiting Alone

Books could be filled with discussions at
workers’ and ministers’ wives’ meetings on
this problem of a preacher visiting alone
in the homes of single women or the homes
of married women when the husbands are
at work. The ideal situation is for the
minister-wife team to visit together, espe-
cially in those homes as here described. A
full-time-working wife finds a regular visit-
ing program virtually impossible. It is
lamentable that any pastor’s wife has to
work. If our churches ever needed shep-
herding by a man-and-wife team it cer-
tainly is now! The opportunities for a pas-
tor and his wife to win and mold the hearts
of their people are greater now than ever.
Too many of our dear members are lan-
guishing for tender love and care on the
part of both the shepherd and the shep-
herdess.

If a pastor is in the unfortunate position
of having to visit alone because his wife is
burdened with a regular job, his only al-
ternative is to visit the married women
when their husbands are home, and to
visit the single women on weekends when
his wife can go with him. If it is impossi-
ble for the wife to visit with him, then by
all means he should take an elder or dea-
con with him.

No man can be too cautious in a visita-
tion program. It is a sad fact that there are
some lonely ladies who crave the attention
of men, and especially the attention of a
church leader. “Women are too often
tempters. On one pretense or another they
engage the attention of men, married or
unmarried, and lead them on tll they
transgress the law of God, till their useful-
ness is ruined, and their souls are in
jeopardy.”—Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 596.

Hero Worship

Hero worship is not limited to politi-
cians. It exists in the church! Nothing
should be more nauseating to us preachers
than for some dreamy-eyed woman to clasp
our hand tightly and begin to exude soft,
syrupy words of praise, such as, “O Pastor,
you are such a marvelous, marvelous
preacher. I could just sit and listen to you
talk all day long.” She may be telling the
truth about listening to a preacher all day
long, but not talking about the Bible!

The best way to handle these female
saccharin-type sycophants is to pry your
hand loose immediately and look them
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straight in the eve and boldly declare,
“Sister, if anything I have said has helped
vou spiritually, praise the Lord, not me,
tor it!” The quicker you put this type of
person in her place, especially if she is
young, the better! We have strong counsel
on this subject. “They [ministers] should
shun every appearance of evil, and when
young women are very sociable, it is their
duty to let them know that it is not pleas-
ing. They must repulse this forwardness
even if they are thought to be rude. Such
things should be rebuked in order to save
the cause from reproach.”—Ibid., vol. 1, p.
381. “Allow no one to praise or flatter you,
or to cling to your hand as if loath to let
it go. Be afraid of every such demonstra-
tion,”—Ibid., vol. 5, p. 596.

Door Never Closed

One minister I personally know, whose
reputation is spotless and whose character
and accomplishments are outstanding, re-
fuses ever to visit any woman who is alone
unless someone is with him. Furthermore,
his church office door is never closed if an
unaccompanied woman is talking with
him. He follows this practice regardless of
their age. It undoubtedly has upset some,
but I wonder how many former ministers
would still be ascending the pulpit every
Sabbath had they followed this man’s ex-
ample.

The reserved yet kind and sympathetic
personality is to be coveted. An avalanche
of woe and misery can start over the small-
est instance. An extra special smile, touch
of a hand, a few flattering words, a flash
of the eye, can be the tiny vibration that
sets this avalanche in motion. Vice can so
readily become desirable and virtue de-
tested when self-will becomes the rule.

Purity of thought, word, and action is
the minister’s only safeguard. A battle
against evil doesn’t cease with age. More
than one gray-haired ecclesiastic has
yielded to the forbidden fruit of extra-
marital relations. In this age of weird aban-
donment of pure principles let the minis-
ter of God set the example of holy,
cautious living.

(Next month we will discuss the role of
a minister’s wife as a faithful, lovable com-
panion.)

* The New English Bible, New Testament. © The Dele-

gates of the Oxford University Press and the Syndics of
the Cambridge University Press 1961, Reprinted by permis-
sion.
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The Name of God—Concluded

The DIVINE Names

E HAVE come now to the close of this

series of articles, the section that deals
with the mighty outpouring of the Spirit of
God on the day of Pentecost after the ascen-
sion of Christ.

What a remarkable experience came to
that waiting and surrendered group of dis-
ciples gathered together in the upper room
that day!

Men from many nations had gathered at
Jerusalem for the Passover-to-Pentecost re-
ligious festival season, and thus a rare op-
portunity presented itself to the disciples to
preach to people from many countries the
message of the crucified and risen Lord.
But, how could they do so, inasmuch as
these people from many, many lands spoke
quite a variety of different languages, while
the disciples of Christ spoke, most likely,
only Aramaic, or possibly some Latin and
some Greek in the cases of some of them?
How was communication possible under
such conditions and circumstances?

It was here that the Majesty of heaven
stepped in and endued them with the power
from on high that He had promised them,
and for which they were to tarry in the city
of Jerusalem, and that would make them
His witnesses “both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8; com-
pare with Luke 24:49; John 16:16; and Acts
1:4-8). “Suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it
filled all the house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
... Now when this was noised abroad, the
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multitude came together, and were con-
founded, because that cvery man heard
them speak in his own language. And they
were all amazed and marvelled, saying one
to another, Behold, are not all these which
speak Galilaecans? And how hear we every
man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born?” (Acts 2:2-8).

This speaking of the disciples “with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance”
(verse 4) was not gibberish, but speech in
actual languages. “They were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other
languages, as the Spirit enabled them to
speak” (Acts 2:4; T.EV.)!

Commenting on this amazing occurrence
and utterance, A. T. Robertson tells us
that—

“Each one began to speak in a language
that he had not acquired and yet it was a
real language and understood by those from
various lands familiar with them. It was not
jargom, but intelligible language. Jesus had
sald that the gospel was to go to all the na-
tions and here the various tongues of earth
were spoken.” *

S. T. Bloomfield, who wrote almost a cen-
tury earlier than A. T. Robertson, remarks
on this that the languages in which the apos-
tles spoke on this wonderful occasion were
“languages other than those which they
were acquainted with; i.e. such as they were
ignorant of, and which are specified at
verses 8-11.7°

L From Good News for Modern Man, The New Testament
in Today’s English. © 1966, American Bible Society, New
York, N.Y.

2Word Pictures in the New Testament, vol. 3, p. 21
(Italics supplied.)

38S. T. Bloomfield, The Greeck Testament, With English
Notes, Seventh Edition, vol. 1 (London: Longman, Brown.
Greelr_zqu)z Longmans, 1847), p. 531, col. 2, top. (Italics
supplied.

THE MINISTRY



Telling the story of what happened to
Christ’s disciples and through them on this
Pentecost of Pentecosts, Ellen G. White says
in part:

“‘And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.’
The Holy Spirit, assuming the form of
tongues of fire, rested upon those as-
sembled. This was an emblem of the gift
then bestowed on the disciples, which en-
abled them to speak with fluency languages
with which they had heretofore been unac-
quainted. The appearance of fire signified
the fervent zeal with which the apostles
would labor and the power that would at-
tend their work.

““There were dwelling at Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, out of every nation un-
der heaven.” During the dispersion the Jews
had been scattered to almost every part of
the inhabited world, and in their exile they
had learned to speak various languages.
Many of these Jews were on this occasion in
Jerusalem, attending the religious festivals
then in progress. Every known tongue was
represented by those assembled. This di-
versity of languages would have been a
great hindrance to the proclamation of the
gospel; God therefore in a miraculous man-
ner supplied the deficiency of the apostles.
The Holy Spirit did for them that which
they could not have accomplished for them-
selves in a lifetime. They could now pro-
claim the truths of the gospel abroad speak-
ing with accuracy the languages of those
for whom they were laboring. This miracu-
lous gift was a strong evidence to the world
that their commission bore the signet of
Heaven. From this time forth the language
of the disciples was pure, simple, and ac-
curate, whether they spoke in their native
tongue or in a foreign language. . . .

“T'he priests and rulers were greatly en-
raged at this wonderful manifestation, but
they dared not give way, to their malice,
for fear of exposing themselves to the vio-
lence of the people. They had put the Naza-
rene to death; but here were His servants,
unlettered men of Galilee, telling in all the
languages then spoken, the story of His life
and manistry. The- priests, determined to
account for the miraculous power of the
disciples in some natural way, declared that
they were drunken from partaking largely
of the new wine prepared for the feast.
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Some of the most ignorant of the people
present seized upon this suggestion as the
truth, but the more intelligent knew it to
be false; and those who understood the dif-
ferent languages testified to the accuracy
with which these languages were used by
the dusciples.” *

This miraculous gift of tongues (lan-
guages) to the apostles of Christ at the first
teast of Pentecost following His resurrec-
tion and His ascension to heaven, opens up
a very vital consideration in the apostle’s
translation of words from one language to
another. If in their preaching, under the
influence of the Holy Spirit, the apostles
had wished to pass on such concepts as
sin, forgiveness, salvation, atonement, the
true God, Jesus the Redeemer, would they
have used Hebrew or Aramaic words in-
stead of corresponding words in the lan-
guage of the translation? Naturally not!
God would have guided them, through the
Holy Spirit, to choose in the language of the
translation the words that would best con-
vey to the minds of their hearers the mean-
ings conveyed by the Aramaic words to the
minds of their Hebrew hearers.

If we were translating into French and
German, for instance, a few English words
that might be used in such a message as that
delivered by the apostle Peter in Jerusalem
at Pentecost, and recorded in Acts 2:14-36
and 38439, what would we do? Would we
not do something such as the following
table shows?

English French German
sin péché Siinde
forgiveness pardon Verzeihung
salvation salut Seligkeit
mercy of God  miséricorde Gottes

de Dieu Barmberzigkeit

love of God amour de Dieu Liebe Gottes
Holy Scriptures Saintes Ecritures Heilige Schrift

So also would we do with the English
names John, Peter, and Paul, for instance,
when translating into French or German.
For example, in an English text in which
they occur we would use their French or
German equivalents. English names are all
right for an English audience, but for a
French audience we should use French
names, and for a German audience Ger-
man names that correspond with the Eng-
lish names concerned. And what is true of
the names of the apostles John, Peter, and

¢ The Acts of the Apostles, pp. 39, 40. (Italics supplied.)
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Paul is also true of the names of Deity. The
same principle is to be applied.

We can rest assured that at Pentecost
“the Holy Spirit did for them [the apostles
of Christ] that which they could not have
accomplished for themselves in a life-
time,”* by enabling them “to speak with
fluency languages with which they had here-
tofore been unacquainted,”® thus making
it possible for them to “proclaim the truths
of the gospel abroad, speaking with ac-
curacy the languages of those for whom
they were laboring.” " “From this time forth
the language of the disciples was pure, sim-
ple, and accurate, whether they spoke in
their native tongue or in a foreign lan-
guage,”* so that they, “His servants, un-
lettered men of Galilee, Jtold] . . . in all
the languages then spoken, the story of His
life and ministry,” * and “those who under-
stood the different languages testified to the
accuracy with which these languages were
used by the disciples.”* The Holy Spirit
put into the minds and mouths of those
disciples the best names to use when re-
ferring to God the Father, and to Christ,
His Son. And what the Holy Spirit did for
Christ’s apostles for the oral presentation
of the gospel of Christ, He surely did for
them also for its written proclamation.

This remarkable Pentecost experience
means, then, not only that from that time
onward the disciples of Christ presented
the message of the crucified and risen Lord
in all the languages then spoken and that
they did so with accuracy and fluency but
also that when they referred to God the
Father and to God the Son when speaking
or writing in those languages they used the
words and names that to their hearers and
readers would mean just what the names
Yahweh and Yeshiia® for instance, meant to
the Hebrews.

What a wonderful demonstration of the
power of the Most High!

Not all the authors of the New Testa-
ment bhooks were disciples of Christ who
on the great first day of Pentecost after
Christ’s ascension to heaven received the
wonderful and abiding gift of tongues be-
stowed in bountiful abundance upon them
by the Holy Spirit, but they all wrote under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in

(Continued on page 41)

3 Ibid.
Y Ibid., p. 39.
“Ibid., p. 4).
S Ibid.
9 Ibid.
19 Ibid.
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The Uniform File Plan—2

Putting the File

to

Work

O. M. BERG

Managing Editor

Last month we introduced the file system that
it is anticipated will hecome uniform throughout
much of the field. Now let us consider how this
file can be used most effectively to enlarge the
soul-winning ministry of the lecal church.

It Is Church Property

First, it is very important that it be under-
stood that the file is the property of the
church, not of the pastor. When the pastor
moves to another district the file, both the
Rolodex V File and the Visible Multiring
Binder, remains. This being the case, the
file and how it is to be used should be dis-
cussed at length with the church board and
the lay-activities committee. Furthermore,
the plan for the file system should be ex-
plained to the entire membership of the
church. Everything possible should be done
to help the laymen of the church to feel that
it is their file. If this is done the file will
soon become the heart of the soul-winning
program of the entire church. Also, it will
inspire many members, now lukewarm and
indifferent, to go to work for souls.

Develop the Seeking Note

Second, the church should foster the
“seeking note.” By this we mean that every
member should be encouraged, educated,
and trained to become sensitive to every
possible interest. They should have ears and
eyes constantly open for possible prospects.
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They will find that prospecting for the king-
dom can be a thrilling experience. In this
experience every person with whom a mem-
ber comes into contact will be looked upon
as a candidate for heaven.

We are told, “In His wisdom the Lord
brings those who are seeking for truth into
touch with fellow beings who know the
truth.”—The Acts of the Apostles, p. 134.

We read also, “House-to-house labor,
searching for souls, hunting for the lost
sheep, is the most essential work that can
be done."—Evangelism, p. 431.

Then we have the assurance, “Many are
on the verge of the kingdom, waiting only
to be gathered in."—The Acts of the Apos-
tles, p. 109.

These words are from the Lord, and they
are true. Our people must be led to be-
lieve this and to act upon these words. It
will take repetition, emphasis, and educa-
tion. But in the course of time the congre-
gation will become what one has aptly
called an “evangelistic congregation,” one
that is interested in souls.

A congregation that has been trained in
the seeking note will be discovering inter-
ests. These interests will be turned over to
the pastor or file secretary and entered into
the file for proper follow-up. In this way
the fle will be indeed a church file. The
members will have a keen interest in it.
They will be thrilled as they see it grow,
and will be constantly submitting names to
be entered. Also, they will then be more in-
clined to participate in the program for fol-
lowing up the interests.

The Prospect Information Sheet

One way to encourage the seeking note is
by the use of the Prospect Information
Sheet. This sheet, first developed by Pastor
F. W. Detamore, is now being used effec-
tively by many evangelists and pastors. A
slight modification of his is pictured in “The
Work of the Pastor, by the writer, on page
187. On such a sheet the person turning in
the name of the interest can record perti-
nent information. The sheets should be in-
troduced to the entire membership, and
each family should be encouraged to have
a few in their homes for immediate use ev-
ery time a new interest is discovered. A sin-
gle sheet is used to report on every interest.
Receiving the names in this form can be far
more helpful than a few scribbled notes
might be, and the use of these sheets can do
much to stimulate the members to turn in
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the names vou desire. Extra sheets should
always be available at the church in a con-
venient location, and the attention of the
members can be called to them from time to
time during the lay-activities period and at
prayer meetings.

Although the most pertinent information
from the sheet will be transferred to the
Prospect Card, still it may be advisable to
keep the sheet also for the additional in-
formation it may contain. These can be
filed alphabetically in a letter file. During a
series of evangelistic meetings it may be de-
sirable to use these larger sheets as the basis
for the calls that are made. The back side
provides ample space for lengthier nota-
tions than are possible on the Prospect Card.
The most pertinent information will then
be transferred to the Prospect Card for
ready reference.

The Lay Activities Committee

The Prospect file should become the
heart of the plans of the lay activities com-
mittee. First, the committee will lay plans
by which more interests will be discovered.
This will include house-to-house visitation,
literature-distribution programs, the Gift
Bible Plan, the distribution of Bible-course
enrollment cards, Ingathering contacts, in-
vitations to meetings, et cetera. When in-
terests are discovered, the names will be
placed in the file. The desire to see the
file grow will inspire greater participation
in these soul-winning endeavors.

Second, the committee will develop
methods and procedures for careful fol-
low-up and nurture of the interests. Both
of these are important—gathering the
names of interests and following them up
properly once they are in the file.

Sources of Interest

It is well to have in mind the wide vari-
ety of sources from which interests can de-
velop. Here is a suggestive list of twenty-
four.

1. Membership visitation. The pastor
will be alert to pick up the names of in-
terests as he visits in the homes of his con-
gregation.

2. Names submitted by members, using
the Prospect Information Sheet.

3. Church guests.

4. Sabbath school divisions. Frequently,
nonmembers will send or bring their chil-

dren to our Sabbath school. This offers a
good point of contact.
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The church school.

The Pathfinder Club.

The Couples’ Club.

Other social activities of the church.
Names submitted by literature evan-
gelists.

10. Names submitted by Adventist doc-
tors.

11. Child-dedication services. Frequently,
non-Adventist parents will bring their chil-
dren for dedication.

12. Weddings. Non-Adventist members
ol the bridal party or their relatives or
friends will often express an interest in
our church.

13. Funerals.

14. Hospital calls.

15. Welfare contacts.

16. Ingathering contacts.

17. The Gift Bible Plan.

18. Bible correspondence schools.

19. These Times and Signs of the Times.

20. House-to-house visitation.

21. Literature-distribution programs.

22. Available lists of persons who have
attended previous evangelistic meetings in
the city.

KOC/J\YG‘)S.J!

23. Persons who have attended the Five-
Day Plan, cooking schools, or first-aid and
home-nursing courses and have manifested
an interest in our church.

24. Names secured by placing a notice
in the union paper requesting the names
of interests in the area. This is particularly
important when special evangelistic meet-
ings are planned.

A New Impetus to Soul Winning

It can be readily seen how an organized
prospect file, properly presented to the
congregation and utilized, can do much to
stimulate the entire soul-winning program
of the church. This will be so, however,
only as the file is promoted and used as a
church project, with all the members fully
orientated to the plan and its function.
Used in this way, it will aid substantially
in organizing the church for missionary
purposes with every department of the
church participating. Some suggestions as
to how this can be done will be considered
next month when we will discuss the im-
portant work of following-up and nurtur-
ing the interests.

plan of God’s salvaging power.

of perfectionism.

The Pacific Press has just published a 208-page book
entitled Redeeming Grace, price $1.95. Harry W. Lowe,
former managing editor of THE MINISTRY magazine,
is the author. This doctrinal and devotional study of
salvation by grace through faith is one of the finest
books to come off an Adventist press. The fourteen
chapters are packed with useable material.

Pastor Lowe, chairman of the General Conference
Research Committee, has drawn not only from his own
experience, but from more than 75 different books, be-
sides various versions of the Bible and the Spirit of
Prophecy volumes. His chapters on grace as related
to justification and sanctification give new insights into the marvelous

The chapter on “The Cross as the Focal Point of Redeeming Grace”
sets forth with fresh force the uniqueness of the crucifixion. The two
chapters, “The Grace of God in Perfection” and “Grace and New
Testament Perfection,” are of special value for the church today when
the subject of perfection has become a center of controversy among some.
Lowe’s treatment of this subject is clear, forthright, and scriptural. It’s
the finest material I know of to help those who are caught in the web

The subject of salvation needs to be expounded more thoroughly and
deeply than ever before. This work is a must for every minister if he
desires to deepen his knowledge of the things of God. It will prove to
be a springboard for many a sermon.

One thing certain, the author’s heart as well as his head has gone
into the production of this volume.

J.R.S.
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Why I Am

a Fegetarian

CHARLES W. MITCHELL

Paster, Arcata, California

S ONE examines the New Testament he
encounters over and over again the ele-
ment of faith. Indeed, fundamental Chris-
tians would conclude that man is saved
through his faith (Eph. 2:8). Seventh-day
Adventists readily adhere to this very basic
tenet of Christianity. Point 2 of the bap-
tismal vow reads:

1 accept the death of Jesus Christ on Calvary as
an atoning sacrifice for my sins and believe that
through faith in His shed blood men are saved
from sin and its penalty.. (Emphasis supplied.)

Under the “Summary of Doctrinal Be-
liefs” in our baptismal certificate we've
made this statement:

Jesus Christ, the second Person of the Godhead,
and the eternal Son of God, is the only Saviour
from sin; and man's salvation is by grace through
faith in Him. (Emphasis supplied.)

I'm sure we would all agree that the basic
necessity for being saved is this element
called faith. This being so, it would seem
most important that we understand the
meaning of the term “faith.”

One of the clearest and most complete
definitions of faith is that found in the book
Education by Ellen G. White on page 253:

Faith is trusting God—believing that He loves us
and knows best what is for our good. Thus, in-
stead of our own, it leads us to choose His way.
In place of our ignorance, it accepts His wisdom;
in place of our weakness, His strength; in place of
our sinfulness, His righteousness. Our lives, our-
selves, are already His; faith acknowledges His
ownership and accepts its blessing. Truth, upright-
ness, purity, have been pointed out as secrets of
life’s success. It is faith that puts us in possession
of these principles.

faith suggests an attitude to-

Evidently gg
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ward God of such trust and confidence that
one is willing to do whatever He says be-
cause we believe “that He loves us and
knows best what is for our good.” And not
only does He know best, but He wants the
best for us.

Faith, Not Rebellion

The man of faith (i.e., the one being
saved) has this attitude toward God when-
ever he is confronted with God’s revelations,
counsel, or commands. The man of faith
does not rebel at God’s words, for he trusts
God. He believes God loves him. He be-
lieves God is interested in his personal wel-
fare.

When such a person comes in contact
with God’s revelations he rejoices. He ac-
cepts God’s counsel in a mature manner.
He accepts God’s wisdom. Instead of being
apprehensive of God’s revelations, he wel-
comes such simply because he believes
God loves him and wants only what is best
for him.

The man of faith will also have a desire to
search for God’s directives. He will be eager
to learn of God’s will for his life. When he
discovers God’s directives or revelations he
will approach them with the expectation of
good things to come. “No good thing will he
withhold from them that walk uprightly”
(Ps. 84:11). When the man of faith discov-
ers directives not in accord with his present
practices “he accepts God’s wisdom in place
of his own ignorance.” Faith leads him to
align his life with God’s prescribed way be-
cause faith is a relationship of trust and
abiding confidence in Him who loves us and
wants the best for us. “It leads us to choose
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His way.” The man of faith simply feels he
is better off following God’s directives.

"To rebel against God’s plain declarations
either verbally or in silent practice is to de-
clare that one does not trust God. And the
apostle Paul reminds us “whatsoever is not
of faith [trusting God, believing He loves
us] is sin” (Rom. 14:23).

God’s Directions Not Restrictions

The man of faith does not look upon
God’s directions as restrictions, but as bene-
ficial suggestions from One who is con-
cerned, from One who really cares.

After much investigation I have come to
the conclusion that the Bible is truly God’s
Inspired Word. With this confidence I can
read the Bible with jov, reverence, and with
the expectation of receiving good things. I
have confidence that whatever God asks is
for my temporal benefit and eternal welfare.

In the same manner, after much study of
the nature and content of the writings of
Ellen G. White, I have concluded that God’s
Spirit guided in these writings. I believe
they speak for themselves. I believe they are
inspired. I believe that in them God’s wishes
tor His children have been written and
that they are for our benefit.

In both the Bible and the writings of
Ellen G. White, God has revealed Himself
in such a way as to elicit a response of love,
trust, and deep admiration. He is revealed
in the life of Jesus as one who is deeply con-
cerned for us. He is pictured as a Shepherd
who cares for His sheep, as a Father who
loves His children. With this understanding
of God, should it be dificult to trust Him?

If we love Him, if we trust Him, if we've
learned to have faith in Him, then the only
prerequisites in doing His will should be in
knowing His will. When He has spoken so
plainly, none need misunderstand or be ig-
norant of His will. This is certainly true
on the subject of vegetarianism. How
plain are the following statements from the
book Counsels on Diet and Foods, by Ellen
G. White.

Only one lease of life is granted us; and the
inquiry with every one should be, “How can I
invest my powers so that they may vield the
greatest profit? How can I do most for the
glory of God and the benefit of my fellow men?”
For life is valuable only as it is used for the
attainment of these ends.—Page 15.

Again and again I have been shown that God is
trying to lead us back, step by step, to His original
design—that man should subsist upon the natural
products of the earth.—Page 380.
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Vegetables, fruits, and grains should compose
our diet. Not an ounce of flesh meat should enter
our stomachs. The eating of flesh is unnatural. We
are to veturn to God’s original purpose in the
creation of man.—Page 380,

It is for their own good that the Lord counsels
the remnant church to discard the use of flesh
meats, tea, and coffee, and other harmful foods.
—Page 381.

Among those who are waiting for the coming of
the Lord, meat eating will eventually be done
away; flesh will cease to form a part of thejr diet.
We should ever keep this end in view, and en-
deavor to work steadily toward it—Pages 380, 381,

The meat diet is the serious question. Shall
human beings live on the flesh of dead animals?
The answer, from the light that God has given is,
No, decidedly No.—Page 388.

A religious life can be more successfully gained
and maintained if meat is discarded, for this diet
stimulates into intense activity lustful propensities,
and enfeebles the moral and spiritual nature.—
Page 389.

If ever there was a time when the diet should
be of the most simple kind, it is now. Meat should
not be placed before our children. Its influence is
to excite and strengthen the lower passions, and
has a tendency to deaden the moral powers—
Pages 389, 390.

When the man of [aith recognizes the
source of any directive as being {rom God,
and rightly understands the specific nature
of the counsel, he gladly submits to God'’s
leading. He prays for strength to follow
God’s leading.

Man is not saved by his weight. Man is
not saved because of his state of health.
Man is not saved because of his physical en-
dowments. Man is saved through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. “Faith is trusting God
—believing that He loves us and knows
best what is for our good.”

BOUND VOLUMES OF “MINISTRY”

The following hound volumes of THE MIN-
ISTRY are available, the two-year volumes for
$5.00 each. The one-year volume for $2.50.

Two-year volumes
1944-1945
1946-1947
1948-1949
1950-1951
1956-1957
1958-1959
1966-1961
1963—one-year only

Write to the Editor, Ministry, General Confer-
enice of SDA, 6840 Eastern Avenue N'W., Washing-
ton, D.C. 20012,
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How to

Secure Decisions

J. L.

SHULER

Bible Lecturer, Loma Linda, California

'I'HE grand objective of all evangelistic en-
deavor is securing lasting decisions for
obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. The
golden goal is that these souls may rejoice
evermore in Christ’s heavenly kingdom.

The great gospel commission is summed
up in four words—go, teach, make disciples
(Matt. 28:18-20). The teaching is to be
focused upon gaining decisions for obedi-
ence.

Paul defines the goal of evangelism in
1 Thessalonians 2:19, 20. His hope, joy,
and crown of rejoicing was that those who
decided for Christ under his labors would
be in the presence of the Lord at His com-
ing. This is the way it should be with us.

Every gospel worker needs to understand
clearly how the human mind works in
making a favorable decision. This is basic
in securing decisions. This has been
pointed out in the instructions from the
Spirit of Prophecy writings.

“There are great laws that govern the
world of nature, and spiritual things are
controlled by principles equally certain.
The means for an end must be employed,
if the desired results are to be attained.”—
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 221. (Italics sup-
plied.)

This tells how desired results can be at-
tained. “The means for an end,” or the
appropriate controlling principles, or laws,
must be employed if the desired results are
to be attained.

Decisions stem out of the interplay of
desire and conviction in a person’s mind
regarding the respective item. This is true
according to science, psychology, and the
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Scriptures. When a person’s desire and con-
viction in reference to a given item reach
a certain intensity the mind moves into
decision and action in regard to it.

Laws of the Mind

Some take the extreme view that this
matter of securing decisions must be left
entirely to the Holy Spirit. Beyond any
question the working of the Holy Spirit
must be given first place. But it is likewise
true that the Holy Spirit works through
consecrated human agents in leading peo-
ple to decision.

More than this, the Holy Spirit works
according to the laws of the human mind.
The worker who conducts his preaching,
Bible studies, and personal interviews in
keeping with how the mind works in mak-
ing decisions is better prepared to cooper-
ate with the Holy Spirit in this work.

This is self-evident. Since desire and con-
viction lead to decision, the sermons, Bible
studies, and the personal talks should be
an artful interweaving of these factors in
respect to the given subject. This is needed
for bringing about the requisite interplay
of desire and conviction for acceptance, de-
cision, and action.

Is your objective decisions for keeping
the Sabbath? Then focus what you present
from the Bible on implanting under God
the conviction that the seventh day should
be kept holy, and at the same time arouse
desire for doing it.

By factors of conviction we mean that
which implants in the mind, “This is the
truth; this is right; this is what God wants
me to do. I ought to do it. I need to do it.”
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Creating Desire

By the factors of desire we mean that
which leads one to sav inwardly, “I want
this. I want to do this. This is more desir-
able than all else. This is the best for me.”

When we analyze certain texts which
may be used for the acceptance of the Sab-
bath, we find that some are especially de-
signed of God for arousing desire to keep
it. Others, for implanting the conviction
that one ought to keep it. And oftentimes
the same text has in it the elements of both.

Here are some tests:

For conviction to keep the Sabbath: Ex.
20:8-11; James 2:10; 4:17; Luke 6:46;
Matt. 15:9; 1 Peter 2:21; Mark 2:27; 1
John 2:3, 4; Matt. 7:21.

For desire to keep the Sabbath: Heb.
5:9;. John 15:14; Rev. 22:14; Isa. 48:18;
58:13, 14; 56:1-6; Eze. 20:12, 20; 1 John
2:6; John 14:15; Ps. 40:8.

We should use the texts that are best
designed for securing the desired results.
We are to become scientific workers in the
matter of reaching people with the truth
of God. (See Testimonzes, vol. 4, p. 93.)

The science of securing decisions con-
sists in properly applying those divinely
appointed laws, or principles, that govern
the action of the mind and heart in re-
sponding to the call of God for obedience.

Use the Right Texts

Accompanied by another evangelist, I
once visited an interested woman in her
home. She turned to my friend and said:
“Read to me the strongest text you know
that shows that I ought to begin to keep
Saturday.” He turned and read Exodus 31:
15: “Six days may work be done; but in
the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to
the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in
the sabbath day, he shall surely be put to
death.”

What poor judgment! This text he read
was a part of the Mosaic civil code under
the theocracy of ancient Isracl. The verse
has no application today. It has had no
application for thousands of years.

Suppose she had addressed her request
to me. What would I have said? Here it
1s: “Mrs, , I know you love Jesus
best and most of all. You want to do what
He wants you to do.

“Keep in mind that He as God the Son
is the creator of this world. He made the
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world in six days, and rested upon the
seventh day that we call Saturday. Then
He blessed and sanctified, or set this day -
apart, for humanity to keep. In the Ten
Commandments He commands us to ob-
serve this seventh day. Since you love Him,
vou will want to obey Him in this matter.

“The Bible shows that this seventh-day
Sabbath is a sign of the Lord Jesus as our
Creator, and re-Creator, or Saviour. In
love for Him, isn’t it your purpose to keep
it for Him?”

Notice in this how we interwove certain
factors of conviction and desire regarding
the keeping of the Sabbath.

(To be continued)

Martin Luther and Vegetarianism

HAT was Martin Luther’s opinion
concerning a flesh diet? The great six-
teenth-century Reformer wrote on the sub-
ject in his Lectures on Genesis. The follow-
ing are some of his comments on Genesis

I:11 and 1:26 respectively:

You see also what sort of food He provides for
us, namely herbs and fruits of the trees. Hence I
believe that our bodies would have been far more
durable if the practice of eating all sorts of food—
particularly, however, the consumption of meat—
had not been introduced after the Deluge. Even
though the earth was cursed after Adam’s sin and
later on, at the time of the Deluge, had also be-
come very corrupt, nevertheless a diet of herbs
rather than of meat would be finer today. Indeed,
it is clear that at the beginning of the world herbs
served as food and were created for this use, that
they might be food for man.—"Lectures on Gen-
esis,” Luther’s Works, vol. 1, (St. Louis: Concordia
I'ublishing House, 1958), p. 36.

I am fully convinced that before Adam’s sin his
eyes were so sharp and clear that they surpassed
those of the lynx and eagle. He was stronger than
the lions and bears, whose strength is very great;
and he handled them the way we handle puppies.
Both the loveliness and the quality of the fruits
he used as food were also far superior to what they
are now.—Ibid., p. 62.

Certainly a most intriguing statement of
opinion on the virtue of vegetarianism from
the pen of the great Reformer, and one
with which most Seventh-day Adventists
will concur!

FreEpERICK DiAz, Pastor
Latin-American Church, San Francisco

THE MINISTRY



SHOP TALK

Shop Talk is for the sharing of ideas for a
more effective ministry. Please make contribu-
tions or queries brief—but do make them.

PROFITABLE SUMMER REST

For many churches, at least in North America,
the summer menths are less productive. School
recess, vacations, weekends in the mountains or
by the lake, the junior camp program, and other
activities make it difficult to carry on a strong
program in the local church. But with the first
of September, or more specifically, the first Sab-
bath after Labor Day weekend, everything changes.
Vacations are over, the children are back in
school, the last long weekend is past, and if
properly directed, the membership is ready to
enter into the church program with new heart
and zeal.

For all practical purposes, this is when the
church year begins. And the program may con-
tinue to move ahead until the end of the school
year in late May or early June.

This being true, the summer period offers the
ideal time for the pastor to plan the church year
to begin September 1. His own vacation can be
a most fruitful experience with this as one of
the objectives. The most refreshing vacation is
not necessarily the one where the mind is inactive.
The very opposite is true and as far as the church
program is concerned—and this is the one thing
dearest to the heart of a true shepherd—it is
refreshing for the pastor to be able to get far
enough away from the program to see it in proper
perspective. While engulfed in the unending day.
to-day routine it is hard sometimes to keep in
mind the long view—the true objective.

So the summer months offer the ideal time to
plan ahead. The over-all preaching schedule can
be laid out with proper emphasis and balance.
The prayer-meeting series to be presented can be

outlined and the over-all evangelistic program
planned.

If the vacation with the family this summer
does not provide opportunity for such planning,
then it would be well to plan for a few days
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other than the vacation when, at some restful
spot in a mountain cabin or by a scenic lake
or stream, this can be done.

When Jesus called His disciples apart to rest
awhile, it “was not self-indulgent rest. The time
they spent in retirement was not deveted to
pleasure seeking. They talked together regarding
the work of God, and the possibility of bringing
greater efficiency to the work”—The Desire of
Ages, p. 361.

“They needed to go to a place of retirement,
where they could hold communion with Jesus
and receive instruction for future work. . . . The
disciples needed to come apart from the scenes
of their busy activity, to commune with Christ,
with nature, and with their own hearts.”—Ibid,,
p. 360.

Why not plan now to spend a few restful days
this summer in this manner, communing with the
Saviour and planning the work for the months
ahead?

O.M. B.

R A S S

A HINT TO PLANNERS

The expense involved in protracted gatherings
of our leaders has made it necessary to restrict
both their length and the number of people com-
missioned to attend them.

Consequently, some observers have suggested
that our management could be improved if the
agendas for these important councils could be pre-
pared and circulated ahead of time so that those
who are to attend the meeting can be given the
opinions of men in the field on the issues to be
discussed. In this way they could be more truly
representative of those who stay at home.

Since it isn’t possible to give everyone his full
say at a large meeting, it seems that more could
be done in soliciting and receiving advance sugges-
tions by mail on the various subjects. Much time
could be saved on major items if a preliminary
draft were prepared to which the delegates could
speak. Discussion based only on each man’s private
“pburden” is often unfruitful.

Procedures such as these might tend toward
greater poise and wisdom when decision-making
time comes around. They might also apply at
times to the local church board.

Opinions and suggestions should not be limited
to problems. They should be even more widely
and ardently sought en plans for the future. After
all, those plans will always depend upon coopera-
tion for their success. Somehow, a man is more
likely to implement a plan or a decision that he
has helped to make.

SYDNEY ALLEN
Dean, School of Theology
Philippine Union College

——— el -+ —————

Great minds discuss ideas; normal minds discuss
events; small minds discuss people.
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Why 1 Left
the

MININTRY

PAUL GREGOROFF

Bible Teacher, Mt. Vernon Academy

NEARLY five years ago, after sixteen
years in the ministry of our church, I
taced a serious decision. Should I continue
my work of pastoral, evangelistic, and re-
vival work, or should I leave the ministry
that I enjoyed and loved?

Why did I face this decision? 1 was of-
fered another type of work. Was it for
more money, better hours, easier work?
No. None of these incentives were present.
In fact, my wages were cut. All the fringe
benefits were gone, and the hours were
more heavily loaded with work, plus more
work hours per day than I had before.

However, in spite of all of these draw-
backs it still appealed to me. But I couldn’t
make the decision alone,

I needed time to think, to pray, to face
myself, and God. I talked to my Friend
about it all. Somehow I felt that He ap-
proved of this choice to leave the ministry
of my church, His church. T felt that He
was encouraging me to do this.

You may be interested to know the type
of work I was considering. I suppose it
could be called farmwork—taking care of
sheep—mostly the lambs. Perhaps it was
because I was born on a farm and had
spent my early years on a farm that in-
fluenced me.

When my minister friends heard of my
decision they sadly shook my hand and
their heads with the remark, “We're so
sorry you've decided to leave the ministry.”
It didn’t help much when conference offi-
cials even on a union conference level of-
fered the same sympathy with that conde-
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scending smile that said so much and cut
so deeply. It hurt because my best Friend,
my Saviour approved of it, while these,
my ministering brethren, treated it as a
joke.

Since I Left the Ministry

The new work hasn’t been easy. I've
faced heartaches. The work load has been
much heavier than before. I've had to be
up at five-forty-five nearly every morning
and remain up until midnight (sometimes
later). It has meant being separated from
most of my ministering brethren, whose
friendship 1 had enjoyed.

My new responsibilities have been mis-
understood by many people. Why should
any person decide to leave the ministry?
Why should I leave a position as confer-
ence revivalist, a work so full of satisfac-
tion, so rich with experiences of God’s
leading and blessing, to engage in that
work on the farm of taking care of lambs?

Let me put it this way. When you travel
from place to place and you see your
Friend’s lambs shifting for themselves,
with so few who seem to care enough to
do something for them—in the language
of today, “it just grabs you.” When you
see these lambs become the property of the
Friend who died for you and for them, you
just get “shook up” so that you aren’t the
same.

“Only a Bible Teacher”

Perhaps I'd better explain—I'm “only a
Bible teacher” in one of our boarding
academies. That's the way I've heard it

‘
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from lay people and ministering brethren
alike. I've pondered many times—going
home from counseling at one or two
o'clock in the morning—“only a Bible
teacher.” “Left the ministry.”

I've thought of it at five-forty-five in the
morning—the next morning—as I tried to
awaken to face another day—"left the min-
istry!” I've thought about it during the
day, meeting class appointments, talking to
students about their problems, helping
them to try to understand why their pas-
tors don’t seem to care, why their parents
don’t seem to care enough to try to under-
stand.

I've wondered about these “lambs” who
sometimes are in danger of being “run
over” by the big machinery of the organi-
zation—doesn’t anyone care enough to
give some individual care to each one?

My Saviour said to one of His ordained
men, “When thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren.” Then after his
conversion His Master’s first assignment
was “feed my lambs.” Did 1 have to leave
the ministry to reach this exalted position
of trust?

Did I have to leave the ministry to teach
these wonderful youth, brought up in the
church, of the Master’s promise found in
James 5:13-157 Many of these “lambs”
have never heard that their Lord loved
them enough to offer complete healing
from a weak heart or a diseased body.

Did I have to leave the ministry to teach
these youth (for the first time in their
lives) that Jesus loves them enough to die
to save them as individuals? They come to
us completely bewildered, frustrated over
sinful habits or experiences, wondering
“how can we find peacer” What a joy I've
had since I left the ministry in seeing
them relax and blossom out in the Sav-
iour’s tender love.

Worth It?

“Left the ministry?” I had seriously
thought of it many years before, but some-
how hadn’t made the decision.

Now after five years “outside of the min-
istry” I look back and wonder, “Have I
done the right thing? Was it worth it?”
From deep within my heart comes that
satisfying response given by my Employer,
my Lord and Master: “Inasmuch as ve
have done it unto one of the least of these

., ye have done it unto me.”
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Then only joy floods my soul. Even
though the fringe benefits were forfeited,
in spite of the salary cut, in spite of the
wagging heads and tongues of my friends,
my Master says, “It is the nicest work ever
committed to men.”

With this approval of Heaven, plus the
looks of love from the eyes of “my lambs,”
I feel completely satisfied and repaid for
having left the ministry.

P.S. Since I left the ministry some of the
fringe benefits have been added to the pay
of those who are “just Bible teachers.”
However, we are still not “in.”

-y -

The Divine Names
(Continued from page 32)

Greek,” and in full agreement with one an-
other in their presentation of the gospel
story and message of salvation, and in their
choice of names referring to God the Father
and God the Son. And, as we have seen,
the divine names that they used are the
same as the ones used by the persons who,
two or three centuries earlier, translated
into Greek the Hebrew Holy Scriptures.
Thus, in both the Greek New Testament
and in the Greek Septuagint we find, as we
have seen, not Yahweh, and not Yeshia',
but Kurios, “Lord,” and Iésous, “Jesus.”
Moreover, as we have seen, in the Greek
New Testament, the name Kurins “Lord”
is not limited to designate only God the
Father but is also applied to Christ, the
Son of God, as is also the Greek name
Theos, “God,” and both God the Father
and His Son are designated, respectively,
by various names.

1t That the New Testament was originally written in
Greek is clear from the following two considerations:

1, Tt is well known that Erasmus was the first to publish

the New Testament in Greek.

2. Referring to the publication of Erasmus’ Greek and
Latin version of the New Testament. Ellen G. White
says on page 245 of her book The Great Controversy:
“In 1516, a year before the appearance of Luther’s
theses, Erasmus had published his Greek and Latin
version of the New Testament. Now for the first time
the word of God was printed in the original tongue.”
{Italics supplied.)

-

If you can’t be grateful for what you receive,
be grateful for what you escape.

The person who is all wrapped up in himself
is overdressed.

~—
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FEEDBACK

Drar EpiTor:

Just a note of appreciation for the very fine
article that appeared in the January, 1969, issue of
THE MiINISTRY magazine under the title “How to
Cet Favorable Decisions,” by George E. Knowles.
You don’t know how much I appreciate material
such as this. I am an intern in the ministry and I
am alwavs on the lookout for such practical ma-
terial.

Keep up the excellent work and don't forget
interns like me who have districts and can use
practical advice from time to time. Sincercly from
one who is eager to learn and grow in his ministry.

E. J. Fiavo

DEear EpiTor:

Your editorial “Credit Card Membership” was a
most interesting commentary on the growing lax-
ness among churches. In a similar vein I would
like to refer your readers to an article appearing
in the March, 1969, Ladiess Home Journal, which
is a report of a survey taken among one thousand
women on what they wanted to find in the church
today. Written by Kenneth L. Woodward, the title
reveals his summary: “You Can't Find God in
Church Any More.”

A related situation is revealed in a portion of the
following letter, which I received as editor of our
quarterly publication Today’s Food:

“Desg Sik: I am a new member in the Adventist faith.
The flood of attention showered upon me as a prospective
candidate for‘membexjshlp has ceased since baptism. I feel
flike a nonswimmer in the ocean, left to sink or swim.

From the shower of attention to sudden letdown

after baptism, one wonders whether modern-day Adventism
is solely having a membership drive.”’

I hope this complaint is not too common, but I
fear that it may well be. In this particular case
the writer complained that he had not been prop-
crly instructed in our health-education program
and did not know what foods should and should
not be caten.

Perhaps many other converts to Adventism have
such a letdown following baptism and need a bit
more personal attention by the pastoral staff or
laymen delegated to fill this vital need.

F. W. Epwarpy

DEeArR Eprror:

May I congratulute you on the tapes we have
had during the past few months. Yesterday was
one of the few Sabbaths that were “free,” and we
listencd to the “Restless Angels.” Please let us have
more presentations like this.
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Perhaps with things as they are in Nigeria at
the moment we are in one of the most difficult
areas of work. . . . We are coming near the end of
our term and have been giving, giving all the time
with hardlv ever hearing a good sermon ourselves,
because evervwhere we go we are the visiting
preacher. It is really good to sit down sometimes
and listen to perhaps Elder Cleveland or maybe
an old friend like Pastor Minchin or W. G. C. Mux-
doch. Instead of giving, we.can sit back and get
something for ourselves.

K. A. W. LETHBRIDGE
Secretary-treasurer
West Nigevian Mission

DeAr Epitor:

It seems to me that THE MINISTRY becomes
more useful to the Adventist ministry year by year.

A. L. ZUMEVELT

Strengthening Soul Winning Through
Faith for Today TV Evangelism

(Continued from page 15)

since that time. The initial mail response
was sixty-six letters. More than ten thou-
sand letters are received weekly now, and
the number is constantly going up. With
UHF becoming increasingly popular and
more and more stations turning to color,
it behooves all of us to keep the word on
the air.

Centuries ago David, the psalmist, as-
sured us, “Their line is gone out through
all the earth, and their words to the end of
the world.” No doubt about it, God’s Word
is going rapidly to every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. Television is helping
to give it. It 1s possible to reach 10 million
or 12 million people with a religious tele-
vision program. This represents an audi-
ence far larger than would be possible to
address in one session. Indeed, 10 million
people are the equivalent of ten thousand
audiences with one thousand attending
each. Our evangelistic meetings today are
a challenge. Anytime we have an audience
of a thousand or more we feel that God is
mightily blessing, and so He is. We can
rejoice over the large number it is possible
to contact through television.

As ‘God’s people bind hand and heart
together for the finishing of the work and
as they use every tool available to them,
Heaven will bless. God’s promise is good:
“My word . . . shall not return unto me
void.”

THE MINISTRY
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A Shepherdess Feature Conducted by Dollis M. Pierson

ND the Lord God said, It is not good that
man should be alone; I will make him an
help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18).

“Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but
a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be
praised.” “The heart of fa virtuous
woman’s] husband doth safely trust in her. . . .
She will do him good and not evil all the
days of her life” (Prov. 31: 30, 11, 12).

God’s ideal standard for a wife is clearly
stated. It is not easy for an imperfect human
being to reach. However, as always, His bid-
dings are enablings. God has equipped woman
for the role He created her to play. By natural
temperament and disposition she is inclined
to give rather than take. She loves to be needed.
She knows how to offer comfort, support, en-
couragement, healing, and inspiration. A
woman who has the privilege of exercising all
these qualities within the framework of a Chris-
tian marriage finds the greatest possible per-
sonal fulfillment.

The moral bankruptcy of our times is most
tragically reflected in the disintegration of mar-
riage and home life. More and more church
members are becoming affected. Even ministers
and their wives are not immune to this creep-
ing contagion. They should be aware that their
home, with its tremendous potential as an influ-
ence for good, is a prime target for Satan’s at-
tacks. They must be sensitive to their own
special problems and face them together, hon-
estly and prayerfully.

The minister’s wife is an essential partner
in her husband’s divine calling. His position
is unique. His work as shepherd of the flock
comes first, He will need to spend many hours
away from home. Personal plans may often
have to be cancelled, just as in a physician’s
family, but with no further financial remunera-
{1on.

If the minister’s wife can partake of his spirit
of dedication she will avoid the pitfall of jeal-
ousy and self-pity. She will learn to compensate
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The
Minister’s Wife
in Her

¥

Relationship
to Her
Husband

it

MARGIT STROM HEPPENSTALL

Minister's Wife, Loma Linda, California

for his preoccupation by working alongside
him whenever possible. Ministers and their
wives are fortunate in having the opportunity
to work together as a team more than any
other couple. For this reason they grow much
closer to each other. One caution must be voiced
here, however. The wife who is blessed with
above-average ability needs an extra amount
of tact and common sense in order to avoid
giving the impression that she is running things.
Her job is to inspire, not to dominate. Her
husband should always take the lead, with her
as the second member of the team. She must
learn to use her talents to complement his contri-
butions, never overshadow them. This is another
of woman’s many ways of giving rather than
taking. This is as much a part of the fine art
of loving as the more external expressions of
her affection, such as the dependable supply
of clean shirts, well-pressed suits, the neat
house, the wholesome food, and her watchcare
over her husband’s health.

Ellen G. White has this counsel for the min-
ister’s wife: “She should work earnestly, faith-
fully, and unitedly with her husband to save
souls. She should never urge her wishes and
desires, or express a lack of interest in her hus-
band’s labor, or dwell upon homesick, discon-
tented feelings.”—Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 452.
“The minister’s wife may be a great help to
her husband in seeking to lighten his burden,
if she keeps her own soul in the love of God.”
—Evangelism, p. 677. “An unsanctified wife is
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the greatest curse that a minister can have.”—
Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 139.

This is not a one-way street. The minister
must remember that his wife is human, too.
He receives a great deal of emotional satis-
faction from his work, and it is easy for him
to become oblivious to his wife’s sacrifices and
emotional needs. He must be as willing to
listen to her problems as he is to those of his
church members. A minister who knows how
to show his wife appreciation and understand-
ing, and who does not take her for granted,
will be amply rewarded.

After a long day of constantly giving of
himself to others, the minister will often come
home wearv, tense, and drained. Then it is
that his wife can rise to her most glorious
challenge. It is her privilege to make the home
a peaceful haven, a charmed circle of welcom-
ing warmth, understanding, and acceptance.
She can be a good listener. She can speak faith
and courage, and share with her husband
blessings from her own devotional life. She
can comfort his soul with a generous outpour-
ing of unstinted love. “If the minister’'s wife
did no other thing than to make her husband
happy and at rest in a perfect home, then
through its effect on him she would have done
more for the parish than ten thousand times
all other service she could possibly do. To be
his perfect lover is her greatest and most sacred
duty.”—A. W. Hewitt in The Shepherdess,
p. 2 .

LEmotional serenity, joyful loving, reliel from
tension—these the minister must be able to
find in his own home. Here is the magic foun-
tain where he may fortify himself to resume
the warfare. Married love is a gift from God,
straight from Paradise. It should be guarded
jealously, treasured gratefully, and nurtured
skilltully by both husband and wife. Here is
the inmost unassailable citadel to which ne
one else has access. Harmony and security
here are the best safeguards against tempta-
tion. In this area the minister, along with the
physician, has more than his share. A minister
and his wife who are truly one on all levels of
living, will be solely each other’s “from the
glance of the eye to the touch of the hand.”
No easv familiarities with others will detract
from their Christian dignity. Friendliness to
all will bhe tempered with reserve and discre-
tion. There will be no lingering handshakes
at the church door, no eager listening to inti-
mate confidences from the opposite sex under
the guise of giving needed counsel. From so
many small beginnings have great tragedies
grown, and good men and women have been
lost to the cause of God.

A bhappy, vibrant Christian home is like a
walled garden. Uninvited eyes may not disturb
the privacy, but the fragrance borne over the
wall is witness to the beauty inside. In our
society loose standards and distorted portravals
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of love tend to confuse young and old alike.
Of all people, the minister and his wife, }vith
God’s help, ought to be able to communicate
this truth: The ideals of Jesus Christ are the
only sure guarantee of abundant joy in a happy
and successful marriage.

My Personal Part in
the Ministry

INCE our location here in Columbus, with

all the usual activities in which a minister
and his wife can become involved, and realiz-
ing how limited is that precious commodity
time, 1 have chosen a little activity for myself.
I take at least one full day a week to call on
confined, isolated members of our church fam-
ily whom I can reach by bus. I do drive, but
usually the car goes with the minister. Several
times I have appreciated transportation pro-
vided by one of our ladies. I follow a definite
program and have a list of names and their
birthday dates.

One day recently I had made two calls. As
I arrived downtown to change bus lines it
started to rain. I questioned whether to make
another call or call it a day. I was impressed
to visit Brother and Sister E. This took me in
the opposite direction from my home. Enter-
ing the home, I sensed something out of the
ordinary. The woman was in bed with a large
lump over her eye, and hurt badly on one
shoulder. She had fallen on the cement floor
of their front porch. The ambulance was on
the way, and there were anxious moments for
both. How thankful they were that I had come
just at this time and could ride beside our
sister to the hospital. While we waited the
arrival of the ambulance we had prayer, which
brought comfort to both of them. Had I come
just minutes later, I would have wondered
about their absence. I rode with the patient
to the hospital. After she was admitted the two
young men with the ambulance offered to
drive me home, for it was raining verv heavily
by then. I had not anticipated such a trip at
the beginning of the day.

Experiences like this bring much satisfaction
and joy, and I feel I have a personal part in
the ministry. It takes patience and time to
listenn to our dear older believers, but I have
found how much thev appreciate a personal
call and interest from the minister’s wife.

AnnA Kurz
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BOOKS

The Other Side, Bishop James A. Pike, Doubleday
and Company, Garden City, New York, 338
pages, $5.95.

The much-publicized séance in Toronto, in
which Bishop Pike allegedly received communica-
tions from his dead son, has led to a new surge
of interest in spiritism. Some will begrudge the
time needed to go through nearly 400 pages on
this subject, and properly so. However, the book
will prove most illuminating for those needing an
up-to-date report on spiritualist phenomena today.

Ilhustrative of the alarming, but prophecy-ful-
filling, trends in spiritism are incidents such as
these: When Bishop Pike consulted Canon Pearce-
Higgins, an Anglican clergyman, for help in inter-
preting strange happenings in Pike’s apartment,
Pearce-Higgins instructed Pike how to set up a
homemade ouija board in his apartment, and also
recommended a medium for him to consult—a
Mrs. Ena Twigg. Among messages sent by the
purported Jim, Jr., were: “I'm working real hard
at lecarning that being dead is really being more
alive.” When asked if Jim had heard about Jesus
in the spirit world, the voung man replied, “I
haven’t met Him. They talk about Him—a mystic,
a seer, ves, a scer. Oh, but, Dad, they don’t talk
about Him as a saviour. As an example, you see?”
Also, “Don’t you ever helieve that God can be
personalized. He is the Central Force . . .”

Ford, the medium, is quoted as saying of the
deceased, “I don’t think they’re dead. They are
much more vibrantly alive, 1 think, than we are.”
And again, “Death does not do anything to a per-
son except to free him; it doesn’t change their
character, or their thinking, but it does remove
the limitation.” Of a deceased woman, the medium
said, “Well, she isn’t [dead]. She says, ‘I'm not
dead, ¥'m more alive than ever.””

The author of this book has little patience with
Biblical warnings that “communications from the
dead” are deceptions of Satan. In fact, he takes
note of my article in the June, 1968, Signs of thie
Times, entitled, “No, Bishop Pike, That Wasi’t
Your Son Talking!” and claims that “the author
had most of the facts wrong.” (In a subsequent
friendly exchange of letters, the bishop has prom-
ised to re-examine this charge)

This book underscores the truth of the state-
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ment, “The final movements will be rapid ones.”
Here we see more clearly than ever how far along
the path toward cooperation are Catholicism, apos-
tate Protestantism, and Spiritualism.

Ricrare H. Ut

Fundamentos Astronémicos de la Cronologia,
Daniel Hammerly Dupuy, Departmento de
Publicaciones del Colegio Unién, Lima, Peru,
1966 (published in bound mimeographed form
in 1968), 428 pages, $3.50.

The latest publication of many by Adventists’
greatest South American scholar-teacher is a com-
prehensive exposition of the *‘astronomical foun-
dations of chronology.” Prof. Hammerly Dupuy
characteristically includes everything having a
bearing on his subject, presenting thousands of
facts, well organized, in clear explanations that
lead even an uninitiated student into the various
methods of measuring time, the intricacies of
chronology, and actually a historv of, and intro-
duction to, astronomy. The mimeographing is of
better quality than in his two volumes on Biblical
archeology (see review of Arqueologia Biblica
Paleotestamentaria desde Moisés hasta Sail, in
Andrews University Seminary Studies, V, No. 2
[July, 1967}, pp. 204-206), and the more than
sixty illustrations are excellent.

Part One gives a “General Introduction to
Chronology.” The two chapters are titled “The
Importance of Chronological Investigations” and
“Geocentrism and Prescientific Chronology.” In
Part Two, “The Problems of the Ancient Calenda-
tions,” Chapter III is titled “The Chronological
Value of the Ancient Calendations”; 1V, “The
Chronological Value of the Calendrical Systems™;
and V, “The Relations between the Civil Years
and the ‘Regnal Years.”” Im Part Three, “The
Evaluations of Time by Modern Astronomy,”
Chapter VI concerns “Chronometric Evaluations
of Time”; VII, “Heliocentrism and the Revalua-
tion of the Units of Time”; and the final chapter,
VIII, is titled “The Spatial and Temporal Values
of the Universe According to Ultramodern As-
tronomy.” Various valuable appendices referred to
throughout the book are to be published as part
of a series in the Ediciones del Cincuentenario
del Colegio Unioén, this fiftieth-anniversary cele-
bration of the college being scheduled for April
30, 1969. There are copious bibliographical notes
following each chapter, and indexes to diagrams
and tables, to illustrations, and to the contents of
the chapters.

GOSPEL TENTS

STEEL-CLAD TABERNACLES

SMITH MANUFACTURING CO., DALTON, GA.
Over 50 Years in Business
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To mention only a few items, the author’s ex-
planations of Assyrian limmu-lists, Mesopotamian
lunisolar calendars, the Egyptian Sothic cycle and
solar calendars, and the later lunisolar calendars
that achieved greater accuracy, are correct and
clear. The book brings together a great amount of
information that might be difficult to find other-
wise in Spanish or in some places; it is a compen-
dium of information set forth in great detail, ac-
curately and in beautiful Spanish. It deserves a
far wider readership than merely his college stu-
dents. Spanish-reading ministers and teachers who
wish to develop background for understanding the
problems of Biblical chronology can profitably
spend time with this work, which they can order
from the Colegio Unién, Departamento de Publi-
caciones del Colegio Unidn, Casilla 4896, Lima,
Peru. LroNa G. RUNNING

A Topical Dictionary of Bible Texts, James Inglis,
Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan,
$4.95, 524 pp.

Quite a number of Bible dictionaries and con-
cordances have been printed. Here is one that
will often find its way to the preacher’s desk. This
reprinted book was originally published under the
title, The Bible Text Cyclopedia, by Fleming H.
Revell. The author has listed, under various sub-
jects, every text shedding light on that topic. Who
among us does not desire to have new texts to

ARROW
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WRITE:

Ontario-Quebec Book and Bible House
Box 520 Oshawa, Ontario
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freshen up old truths! The topics begin with
Aaron and end with Zuzims, but in between are
hundreds of practical subjects, such as, love, life,
justification, infidelity, impenitence, generosity,
and flattery. The subtitle probably gives the best
description of this book, “A Complete Classifica-
tion of Scripture Texts in the Form of an Alpha-
betical List of Subjects.”
J. R. SPANGLER

R ]

The Half Has Never Been Told

(Continued from page 12)

to General Conference responsibilities at
the last session in Detroit. God has blessed
this field with strong men and capable lead-
ers.

We were especially happy to learn of the
involvement of our laymen in the soul-win-
ning work of this division. Approximately a
year ago V. W. Schoen, associate secretary
of the General Conference Lay Activities
Department, conducted a series of thrilling
laymen’s congresses. These special programs
trained 1,060 instructors to return to their
churches to train fellow laymen in soul-
winning techniques.

As a result 245 of our 374 churches have
conducted training classes this year, which
culminated in the Bible Speaks Course and
gift Bibles’ being introduced to the public
for the first time. So far 51 baptisms have
resulted, while 288 are attending church.
A total of 14,647 Bibles have gone out to
the churches for distribution, while our lat-
est reports show that 6,590 have been placed
in the homes along with the Bible Speaks
lessons. This certainly will produce a har-
vest in the days to come.

There are 180 full- and part-time colpor-
teurs at work in this division, and during
1967 they sold $596,481.87 worth of our
truth-filled literature. Baptisms from con-
tacts made by literature evangelists num-
bered 68, but only eternity will reveal the
full soul-saving results. One of our colpor-
teurs, Stan Rex, working in South New Zea-
land, sold $2,529 worth of books in one
week.

(To be continued)

——— et —

New Zealand Census Provides Data on 411
Religious Bodies

The 2,750,000 people of New Zealand divided
themselves into 411 religious groupings in the latest
census, but only 11 of these had more than 10.000
adherents.
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ADVENTIST AUDIO LIBRARY

ENDURING BOOKS IN THE SPOKEN WORD

We now have four Spirit of Prophecy books recorded on tapes.
These talking books are not only excellent transcriptions for
isolated members and shut-ins but are being used by our min-
isters, teachers, doctors, businessmen, and housewives as they
travel about or work around their homes.

Counsels From Heaven
Through the Living Voice for

il
f?

Family worship

Doctors, businessmen,
ot ministers as they travel

Hospital patients The busy housewife

Ministry to shut-i inspiration fo the blind

EYCS tired? Too busy to read? Then why not listen to these enduring volumes

while you work, play, or rest.

Read and reread the Spirit of Prophecy through the medium of electronics.

ORDER FrOM YOUR BOO®R AND BIBLE RNOUSE

Please send me the following enduring volumes in the spoken word:

... Steps ta Christ rec‘orded an two 5-inch reels @ 175 1P5 $7.75 . ""’”9"“ From the Mount of Ble;f::ghr:::':deé ‘;’;/‘ IPS $7.75
...... Steps to Christ recorded on two 7-inch reels @ 3% IPS $9.75 __ Thoughts From the Mount of Bl ded on tw
‘ 7-mch reels @ 3% !PS $9.75 |
AAAAAAA Tbe Impending Conflict recorded on two 3-inch reels five 5-in :
: @ 1% 1PS $7.75  — The Adventist Home recorded onm five P ‘t t iPS $26.50
. The Impending € fl ct recarded on two 7-inch reels .. The Adventist Home recorded on five 7T-inch reels
pending Conflict rec @C 375 1S $9.75 @ 334 IPS $37.50

{Add soles tax where necessary} {Prices stightly higher irt Canoda}

TOTAL ENCLOSED e

Naome ...

AGAIESS et e s

City

State ' e LI e
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NEWS BRIEFS

[Unless otherwise credited, the following news items are
taken from Religious News Service.]

Church Surveys Members’ Beliefs and Views on
Social Questions

A survey taken of the attitndes and opinions of
members of a church here revealed that nearly
half (46.6 per cent) have “no sure belief about
life after death.” The survey, taken at Christ
church (Episcopal), showed that full one fifth of
the members believe there is no such thing as sin,
and that slightly more than 35 per cent believe
Jesus Christ was merely one of the world’s great
spiritual teachers. The Reverend Erville B. May-
nard, rector, said that 1,200 people, or 93 per cent
of those sent questionnaires, responded. The sur-
vey was conducted by a professional opinion-taking
firm.

“Flying Saucer” to Rescue Sect at World’s End

Followers of a sect headed by a 70-year-old
wonian who calls hersclf a pope gathered at a
wooden bhut in the mountains near Bolzano, Italy,
to await a flying saucer. They joined with Maria
Staffer in prayer as she awaited the flying saucer
that, she said, would take her followers to another
planct before the world ended on February 20. The
group was said to be affiliated with “Pope Clement
XV,” a former French priest named Michael Collin
who was deported by Ttalian authorities. He too
had predicted the world would end on February 20.

Editorial Charges Democracy Is Impossible in
Catholic Hierarchy

The relationship between the Roman Catholic
faithful and the hierarchy cannot be made more
democratic because the present structure is di-
vinely established, according to an article pub-
lished in Vatican City in the weekly L’Osservatore
della Domenica. The submission of the faithful to
the hierarchy was set up by Jesus Christ as an es-
sential and characteristic element in “His Church,”
Msgr. Vincenzo Fagiolo said in an editorial reply
to a reader’s letter. Demacratization of the church,
in the popular sense of the word, is an impossi-
bility, he said. “There are ccrtain structures which
can and must change when the need of modern
times imposes this,” Msgr. Fagiolo said. “These are
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the structures which have a purely human origin.
The hierarchical structure of the Church, how-
ever, is not among them, for it is a part of the
divine constitution of the societv founded by
Christ, and the wayvs and means of democracy
which annul such structures cannot be admitted.”

Rites Mark New Testament Edition in Pidgin
English

Church scrvices and celebrations were held in
Papua, New Guinea, to mark the publication of
the New Testament in Pidgin English. The event
was also observed in Australia with a Pidgin Eng-
Iish service in the Sydney Epping Methodist
church. The translation, ten yvears in the making,
was printed by Lutheran Church Press for the
British and Foreign Bible Society.

Vatican Radio Welcomes Plan for Peace Meeting

Vatican Radio said that it welcomes recently
completed plans for the holding of a world confer-
ence of religious leaders to discuss problems re-
lated to peace. The conference, to be held in
Kyvoto, Japan, in September 1970, will bring to-
gether members of the world’s ten major religions
to discuss disarmament, economic development, de-
colonization, and conflicts in the contemporary
world. It will be co-sponsored by the Gandhi Peace
Foundation, the American Interreligious Commit-
tee for Peace, and scveral Japanese peace organiza-
tions.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, appear-
ing under this heading, ten cents a word for each
insertion, including initials and address. Minimum
charge, $2.75 for each insertion. Cash required with
order. Address The Ministry, 6840 Eastern Avenue
NW., Washington. D.C. 20012, U.S.A.

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, boasts the finest and
largest used religious and theological bookstore in the
country, Write for free catalog. Libraries purchased.
KREGEL’S BOOK STORE, 525 Eastern Avenue S.E,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503,

{LLUSTRATED EVANGELISTIC SERMONS SENT ON
APPROVAL. Over 4,000 beautiful color slides—songs—
59 illustrated subjects—many quotations, charts, texts.
Price 10¢c to 17¢ per slide. Monthly payments accept-
able, no carrying charge. GLOBAL CHURCH FILMS,
INC., Box 8003, La Sierra, California 92505.

SPEED READING BREAKTHROUGH! Up to fifteen hun-
dred words a minute. Easily! Naturally! Home study. Also
amazing Magic Memory Training Course! $20 each.
$10 down, $5 a month. Money back guarantee! Free
information! Instant Speed Reading, Box 1011M,
Helena, Montana 59601.
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FOR TELEPHONE EVANGELISM
me KALL TAKER

PHONE RECORDING EQUIPMENT

Now Proven
By SDA Usage For Over
A Year In USA And Canada

Every Church To Now Use
The Magic of
Telephone Evangelism

Special Design For Adventist Usage — Handles all type programs
large call capacity — excellent fidelity — easy to operate

THRU SPECIAL AGREEMENT DIRECT WITH PRODUCER
ORIGINAL COST OF OVER $600.00
REDUCED TO ONLY $2 905 (Church use only)

For further information or ordering equipment
Write Directly To INTERNATIONAL DATAPHONE, 7616 Balboa Bivd., Van Nuys, Calif. 91406
or Phone Them at (213) 988-2876

May, 1969



TO CALL OR
NOT TO CALL?

“To caLL or not to call; that
is the question.” We had just
completed a beautiful Sabbath
service and were standing on the outside of the
church shaking hands when a young woman came
up and asked, “How do you get into this Church?®”
You see, she had heard wonderful music, had in-
deed given of her money during the offering period,
and had been inspired by the sermon, but no one
had invited her to become a member of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church, and this she wanted to
do; hence, her question.

I had just completed the sermon at the corner
of seventh and Michigan on a Sunday evening. It
was a full house, and without my making an ap-
peal, we went right into the closing song. Down
the aisle came a man in an obviously agitated
frame of mind. He called the president of the con-
ference and held a whispered conversation with
him. Soon the president came over and whispered,
“This man is trying to get into the Church. Show
him how.”

“To call or not to call; that is the question.”
Can you imagine a colporteur entering a home
with his prospectus, delivering a beautiful canvass,
and then standing and stalking majestically out
without even asking for an order? Or an automo-
bile salesman demonstrating his product without
asking vou to buy his car? Well, this is the spectacle
that amazes men and angels, that a man would
deliver the terms of salvation with fervor and
power and then close without issuing an invitation
to his listeners to cement their relationship with
Christ. Even a hungry pup makes an appeal in the
presence of food, and what fisherman can see a
school of fish without dropping his net? But, mys-
tery of mysteries, the minister can deliver the mes-
sage without challenging souls to accept it. “To
call or not to call; that is the question.”

Following an eleven o’clock Sabbath morning
service, a listener was overheard to say, “I came to
join the Church today, but the pastor did not
give me the opportunity.” What strange thing is
this? Is it because of fear, fear that no one will
accept the invitation? Then be it understood that
the responsibility for response is God’s and not
ours, and that the work done upon human hearts
is the work of God through the Scriptures, and
not our own, Or can it be that were afraid that
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the Word of God has not done its work as we
delivered it Faith is essential all along the line.
We must simply believe, even as we preach, that
human hearts are being changed or there will be
a reluctance to issue an invitation at the conclu-
sion of a sermon.

“To call or not to call; that is the question.”
And what is the answer? To call. E.E.C.

A LITTLE THE magazine, World Vision, April,
ONION 1967, quotes a Catholic priest in

Colombia as writing in 1936: “The
Roman Catholic Church is an oak tree 77 meters
high and in the same proportion there is a little
onion plant growing by its side 6 inches high.
This is the Protestant Church.”

Perhaps this same comparison could have been
made 1900 vears ago between the well-established,
far-flung ramparts of Judaism as compared with
the tender plant of Christianity. This comparison
may go further to measure the numerical and mate-
rial strength of Adventism as compared with that
of her Protestant brethren. But as Hosea de Fa-
jardo observes, “A little onion goes a long way.”

And we have indeed come a long way from the
times when James White used to ride a horse to
cover the territory that he visited and there was no
radio or television to shrink the world into the
neighborhood that it now is. To give some ideas as
to the vicissitudes of the pioneers, James White
tells of a journey on his old horse on a very snowy
day. Vehicles kept passing, forcing Flder White
and his horse off the side of the road. The horse
becamne increasingly irritated. When he saw an-
other sleigh approaching, and having decided in
his horse brain not to yield the field any further,
he simply jumped into the sled, sending Elder
White sprawling with his books and sermon notes.
Though his ride was brief, this seems to have
satisfied the pride of this four-legged vehicle, and
Brother White enjoved a smooth ride from then on
to his destination.

Yes, by any measuring stick that you may use,
one conclusion is inevitable—this little “onion”
has gone a long way. At this point it would be
natural to quote a few statistics, citing the progress
of Adventism around the world, or we could travel
the well-worn path of citing our hospitals and edu-
cational centers as well as church buildings. 1
would rather tell an experience of mine at one of
these hospitals.

I had eaten some soup in the airport of a foreign
nation and had become deathly ill. I was flown to
the giant Youngberg Sanitarium and Hospital in
Singapore, where an Australian doctor bent over
me in this Asian setting and in three days had
nursed me back to health. Yes, the schools, the
hospitals, tne publishing houses, and the people are
out there. But where? Wherever you are and else-
where.

Should James White and his horse be allowed to
awaken to get a glimpse of what God used them
to start, they would agree that this little onion
has gone a long way. E.E.C.
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WE GET LETTERS—

A very practical help by an experienced broadcaster for any-
one using today’s communications media for preaching the
gospel.”’—W. A. Fagal, Director and Speaker, Faith for Today.

"So You're Going on the Air is amazingly comprehensive, up
to date, and accurate. | know of nothing else that comes even
close to this fine book in providing guidance and help for the
average chuichman who is planning to ‘go on the air.' ''—
Gene W. Carter, Chairman, Board of Management, Broadcast
and Film Commission.

“This book demonstrates the effectiveness of broadcast media
for those who would bring a good cause to a waiting world,
and it tells you how to go about it.”—Milton Carlson, Milton
Carlson Company, Advertising.

Release Date June, 1969.

Order Today

S0 YOU'RE GOING

ON THE AIR

by J. Orville lversen

The official manual of religious broadcasting
sponsored by the Radio and TV Department and
recommended by the Ministerial Association of
the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists.

Broadcasting can be a rewarding memory or a
most embarrassing moment.

SO YOU'RE GOING ON THE AIR is at once an
inspiration and a challenge to excellence to all
those engaged in the gospel ministry via radio
and television.

It deals intelligently with every aspect of the
radio-videa communications industry from micro-
phone to transmitter, from camera t0 telecast.

Written in the language of the layman, the tech-
nical features are kept within the practical needs
of the program director and sponsor.

There are at least 160 pages of complete typical
programs of such broodcasts as the Voice of
Prophecy, The Adventist Hour, Faith for Today,
and it Is Written. Included are illustrative Bible
lesson material from Concept, impact, and other
broadcasts.

Fully illustrated throughout. An exhaustive bibli-
ography of source materials in the back is an

invaluable bonus.

Price Only
$6.95

Please add State sales tox where necessary, For
postage and insurance include 25c¢ first volume,
10c each additional volume to same address.

Designed to Be a Positive Help to Both
Experienced and Novice Broadcasters of
the Everlasting Gospel. ,

YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE WILL SHIP
YOUR COPY AS SOON AS IT IS RELEASED.



This Book Was Designed—

: , Thiéy Boo"k Is R'ect‘)mmended; by:;

ugene R. Bertermann " Dr. Don Dick
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