_THE PRESENT TRUTH

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY BY JAMES WHITH,

'Vol.1J OSWEGO,

N. Y. DECEMBER, 1849.

ENO.’ 8.

« Dhe secret of the Lord is with them that fear him.; and.he wall shew them his. cqveniint)’~—Ps: xxv, 14,

REMARKS ON 2 COR. iii, 6—18.

The subject of this chapteris the con-
trast of the ministration of the old cove-
nant under Moses, with the ministration
of the new covenant under Christ.

If we would correctly understand the
Apostle, we must first observe, that there
is an essentigl difference between a cove-
" nant, or law, and the ministration of a law.
The former is the constitution necessary
for the government of the people s the lai-
ter is-the ministry, or the ordained powers
to carry its laws into execution.

After God had delivered hie people from
the tyranny and bondage of the Egyptrans,
he declared unto them his «Royal law,'”
which he engraved in tables of -stone.
This was called HIS COVENANT,
which he commnded them to perform-—
Deut. iv, 13. This eovenant was a pri-

mary constitution of righteous prineiples |

for all to strictly observe.

The ministration of this eovenaat, under
Moses, was the ecclesiastical powers, with
all their offices and services connected, and
theirstatutes and judgements to.enforce the
execution of “his covenant,”’ and. their
penalues for disobedience, and also their
Justification and pardon-through the atone-
ments; calleds: carnal ordinances ’—Heb.
ix, 10, as was written by the.hand of Mo-
sesin a book, calléd « the'book of the cove-
nant *~—Deut. xxxi, 9-11, 24-26.

The law of God being first presented to
the. people written in tables-of stone, and
not in the mind and heart, therefore, they
soon  forgot and broke it; hence the new
covenpant~—Jer. Xxxi. 31—34 "Heb. viii.
7-43, was promised and « established upon
better promises.” Paul says, « For if that
fitst eovenant had been faultless; then
should no place have been sought for the
second.” ~The fault isnotin the covenant
itself; but in the manner in which it was
presented viz. upon tables of stone, and
deposited in the ark, and not in the nrind
and heart. And because it was not writ-
ten upon the heart, « they broke my cove-
nant,”’ verse 32, and * continued not in it.”
Butin «the time of reformation,” when
« Christ-being come an high priest of good

[ pl‘OﬂllSES, viz.

things to come,” his covenant was estab-
lished upon a better foundation, and better
«Iwill PUT MY LAWS
mto their MINDS, and WRITE them in
THEIR HEARTS.”

Thus the new covenant is the same
laws as the old ; the difference is on}
the new, and better ministration of it, orthe
manner in which it is presented to the

people, being written by the Spirit of God
upon the mind; and the heart. The min-
istration of the ten commandments under
Christ’s ministry is called * the ministra-
tion of the Spirit;” for the Spiritof Christ
searcheth all things, and knoweth what is
in the heart.

The' dispensation undet Moses wag
called the “ministration of death,” and the
“ ministration of condenmationy” for by
the law (throngh its ministration) was the
knowledge of sin, ¢ondemnation-and the
penalty, death. And they all were un-
der the condemmation, or “curse,” until
¢ the appearing of our Savigur Jesus Christ,

' who hath ABOLISHED DEATH, and

hath brought LIFE and IMMORT ALY
TY to 11ght through the gospel.’~2 Tim,
1, 10.

Christ died for the redemption: of the
transgressors under the first covenant, that
the called might receive the promise of ’
eternal inheritance.—See Heb. ix. 15.

It is evident that no man was justified in
the sight of God by the works of the ldw,
(the ministration of Mcses,)-—See Gal. ii,
16, iii, 11——Aects xili, 29.—<¢ For it is not
possible that the-blood of bulls-and of goats
should take away sins.”” 'These sacrifices
could mever make “the comers thereto
perfect.”—See Heb. x, 1-4.

Thus the ministration of the covenant
under Moses could truly be ealted «the
ministration of DEATH,”* and of «CON.
DEMNATION ;" for while it condémned,
it could not take away sifi ; nerther give
the redemption—LIFE and IMMOR- .
TALITY. “But the Spiritgtveth life; and
the Lord is that Spmt.” Through the
death and resurreetion of Christ, and faith
in the- blood of*the atonement, is this life
given.
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Verses 7-11 speak of the “ ministration
of dedth ™ and of « ci)ndemﬁatien;”"Which
“was passing away,” (Whiting’s transla-
tion,) and the ministration of. the Spirit
which was a far more glorious dispensation
than that of Moses, and which Tollowed
and “ remaineth.”

It was not the covenant  engraven in
stones,” neither the ¢ glory” that was “a-
bolished ;”’ but it-was the ministration of
death, that is, the ministration of Moses, ||
that was passing away.

The ¢ vail,”’ verses 1316, is the minis-
tration of Moses; for while the services
of Moses were “read,” and continued,
« their minds were blinded,” and -they
could not see, nor understand, nor beliéve
that Jesus Christ was the end of all the
typical services. Bui when they look at
the blood of Jesus for the atonement—-
« the Lamb of God that taketh away sin,”
then faith is revealed by the Spirit and the
« vail” ig *taken away.”

« Now the Lord is that Spiri{; and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is;
Uberty.” ‘'That is, if they have the Spirit
of Christ dwelling in them, they are free
from 'the yoke of bondage—Gal. v, 1, and
they are free from the condemuation which
they were under, while under the law of
Mases ; and while they are beholding the
kn'y of the Lord, they are cﬁanged from
glory to glory; by the Spirit of the Lord. -

Thus the difference of the two minis-
tratlons.
demaation,” and of ¢ the letter,”” that is,
of the hand-wrmng of Moses ; the other
i§ 2 ministration of LIFE, or JUSTIFI-
CATION by the Spirit of Christ. -

OTIS NICHOLS.

Beloved 3rethr¢n, scattered ab*raad——-
“Godiis revivisg his people, and building |
ap- his cause in Western News¥ark.—
During the scattering time we have-passed
throngh many- heart-rendmg trials, - while
we liave seen the preemus flock scaitered,
torn and driven; but, thank God, the time|
has come for the flock'to be gathered into
the «unity- of the faith.” Divisions are
being thoroughly healed, and strong union,
and fervant Christian love inerease. amzlr;g
vs. The ¢eomtiandments of God
the testimony of Jesus Christ” are to us
the present {ruth-—the meat in due season.
The little flock here in this region :are es:
tablished on the Sabbath; and eur pastad-
vent experience, Ouranumber is constant-
ly increasing. Hopest soul$ afe seeking
for the wutk, and are taking their stand'
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|with us. Tl brethren have eeerr the im-
| partance of leavirg theit usefess habits ;-
therefore they have put away snuff-and’ ‘tos
baeeo, as useless, filthy and unciean. Our
general meetings have been' rising’ in inte~
rest and power for some time past;. but
wvery recenily they have been -exceedingly
mterestmg and pewerful.

 Ourgeneral meeting, holden af the house
of Bro. Harris, in Centreport, Nov. ¥7 and
185 wag one ‘of the best I ever ationded;-—-

1 Hete-we met some of our béloved ‘brethren

‘from the east—Brethren Ralph and Belden
from: Connecticut, and Brother and Sister
White from Maine. They came to-us *in
'the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of
Chirist,” strorig in the presént truth. It was
a melting, confessing, refreshing season.—
The meeting was closed on first day, in-the’
forenoon, and almost all the brethten left.
-About ten days before the Centreport
Conference, I was deeply -impressed- with
a sénse of duty to makewone more effort
to.rescue our beloved Bro. Rhodés, whose
-case has laid with weight en my mind fer:
some time past, .
~ - Impressed with the sheriness-or timey
and the necessity ‘of doing what we have
to do quickly, I judged it duty to start 4t
‘once, | After I.had journeyed fourteem
‘milés, Icould not, feel free-to go. any furth-
er; forit-seemed to:me that the time had
not come, I therefore réturned: home,
-Here I would say for the inférmation of

Oneisa “ministration of con- ajhe brethren .abroad, that -Bro. Rhodes.

- was one of the most faithful, and self-sacri-
fising' lecturérs .on -the Second Adwent,
that ever labored in this region, and that
most of those who ow stanil on present
truth, reggived their fiestBight-on the advent
 through him. He “spent a‘handsome pro-
perty in the cause, in distributing publica~
tions,. helpmg others ont into the field'to
lecture, and in bearing his own expenses
from place. t0: place, to sound the advent
message, until his neaits werg entirely ex-
haisted: The passing .of the. time, the
geattering of the floek,. and the cool treat-
ment, which. he réceived from some who
professed to be looking’ for the Lord, was
too much for him t6 endure, and ke sunk
down in - discourageinent, and. sadness of
heart, At this time he keenly felt the
foree of the words of the prophet—

%Oh! that my head were waters, and
mine eyes a fountainof fears; that I might:
weep day and night for the slain of the
datighter of my people !

«Gh! that I had .in the wilderness a
lodging-place of way-faring mei, xhat I
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might leave my people dnd go fiom them.”
—Jer. ix, 1, 2. i )
With tenderest feelings for the torn flock,
he left them, and retired to the ‘wilderness;
for he feared that some of them mightlean

on him, and be lost.. Most of the. time for’

three years he has been in the wilder-
néss, about thirty miles from any settle-
ment. He has sustained himself princi-
pally by fishing and hunting. .
Bro. Rhodes has-everlived in the hearts
of the remnant in this region ; but for :.the
pastyear there -has been an ingreasing in-
terest in his behalf. We have often felt
.drawn out in prayerto God that he would
bring him out of the wilderness; and twice
within the past year, in company with

other brethren, I have been about 180

miles to see him, and we have tried to
persuade him to come among the breth-
ren ; but without stccess. -

At the close of the Centreport Confer-
ence, 1 introduced Bro. Rhodes’ case to
Bro. Ralph, 'When I first saw Bro. Ralph

T had an impression that we "had a work.

“to do in eonnection ; and he has since told
tae that he had the same impression. . We
both felt deeply Bro. Rhodes’ case, -and
i thie evening some half .dozen of uethad
a séason of prayerover the subject. ‘Bro.
Ralph asked the' Lord, in secret, to pour

out-his Spirit upon us if. it was his will

. that: 'we should jgo after Bro. Rhades,
THe Spirit was ponsed out, and it seitled
upox ng, 8o that the place was awful, and
glorious. - While I was. inquiring of the
Lord if ke hid sentshis gervant so far to'go
with me't hunt up Bro:. Rhodes, thatmo-
ment " Bro. ‘Ralph-broke out in a new
_tongue, unknown to us all. Then: came

the interpretation—< Yes to go with thee."”!

¥ then saw the redson’ why the Lord did
not want me'to_go-after Bro. Rhodes when

tarted ten days befare; for it
I started fen days bofore; for it Was hxs’ had4aid Bro. Rhodes’ case heavily on Bre.

will that Bro. Ralph should go with me.
Here 1 would say that some of the
brethiren, especially Brother and -Sister
White, hdd previous to this, had litdle -or
no faith in the interest we felt for Bro.
Rhodes. = Sister White*f_lad-caﬁtitmed Bro:
Ralph to be sare to gét'a clear duty from
the Lord: She told him that she thought
that my feelings for Bro. Rhodés were]
mere sympathy. .
The next morning we had a season of
prayer, and the Spirit was richly poured
out, and the Lord gave Sister White the
" following visién, which “was contrary to
her formrer opinion and feeling relating to
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our going after Bro. Rhades, up to the time
that the Spirit took her off in ‘¥ision.

« While+in vision the Angel pointed to
 the' earth, where I saw Bro. Rhodes in
-thick darkness; but he still bore the image
of Jesus. I saw that it was the will of
God that Brn. Edson and Ralph should
go after him. Then I was shown Bro.
Rhodes’ past labors in the Advent'cause;
that he had been mighty in word and in
deed. I saw him standing before the peo-
ple, with the Bible in his hand, and a
stream of light coming from his mouth,
which found its way to the hearts of the
peoplé. Some rejoiced; while others, who
were in darkness, were troubled. I saw
that he had preclaimed the advent with
great confidence, and had shown his faith
by his works, and when the time passed,
the disappointment was very great. Then
some professed Adventists wounded. his
heart, and I saw him overwhelmed with
discouragement, and grief, as he left the
little floek, and retired to the wilderness.

- I'saw-that Jesus was pleading his blood
for Bro..Rhodes, and that the Angel was
ready -to enroll his 'name, as soon as he
would come out of that dark place, and
starid on all the presenttruth., The Angel
pointéd the to the snare of Satan that bound
himy; and I saw that he thought that there
was no hope, no merey for him; and it
would be of no use for hini to try, Fsaw
that Bfn, Edson and Ralph should maké
 him believe there was hope, andmercy for
lim, and tear him away, then he would
come among the flock; and that Angels
would =zttend them on their journey. 1
heard an Arngel say-¢ Can ye not see the -
worth 6f the soul? Pull him 6ut of the
fire.”” - ‘I saw-that-in Bro. Rhodes’ mouth
there had been no guile in speaking against_
‘the present truth, relating to the:Sabbath,
and Shut Door. I alsosaw that the Lord

Edson.” ‘E. G. WHITE.

~About eight days before our last Cone
 ference at the house of Bro. Harris in'Cen.
treport, I dreamed of aitending the meet:
ing, and.as 1 came into the room where
. the brethren were, most-of them appeared
‘cheerful and happy. - I was anxiowy
.make my way through the toam into amrothe
er. I thought some of the bréthiren were
disposed to. draw mry attention awsy from
going -into the other rgom by talking to
me; but T made my way slong, and g::
hold of the'door. At this'peint, 2 nuthb

stood in the way, and Sister Whits stood

N
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next to the door, and for some time pre-
vented me from opening it. 1 held on to
the door, waiting patiently for Sister White
to move out of the way. At length she
moved, and I opened the door, and passed
into the room. Here I saw a number
bowed down to the floor. I dreamed that
one of them rose up, and put his arms
around my neck, and szid. « Oh! Bro. Ed-
son, I am in the dark. 1 am in the dark!”
I awoke and behold it was a dreant.

As a general thing, I have placed but
little confidence in dreams, and seldom tell
one; but my mind was deeply‘impressed
that.I should see a fulfilment of this dream,
in part, at the Centreport meeting. It is
now clear to me that what took place
at the Centrepoxt meeting in relation to
Bro. Rhodes’ case, was a fulfilment of
most of the above dream.

" Monday Nov. 19, we started on our
journey, in fol} faith that God had taken
Bro. Rhode’s case intd his own hands, and
that he would come with us; for when
God works, something is accomplished.
As we journeyed on, we felt the presence
of God and his attending angels. We did
not have to go into the wilderness; for
Bro. Rhodes had eome outa few days pre-
vious, and we found him at work in afield,
on a rise of ground on the east side of
Black River.

We told ham that we had come in the
name of the Lord to get him to go with us
and see the brethren; and go with us into
the Kingdom. God displayed his con-
vinging power, and Bro. Ralph spoke in a
new tongue, and gave the interpretation in
power, and in the demonstration of the
Holy Ghost. ' .

Bro. Rhodes finally consented .to come
with us, and went about arranging his bu-
siness in order to leave. While he was
doing this, Bro. Ralph and mysslf ook a
walk down to the river, and spent some
time viewing it and its banks. When Bro.
Rhodes came back the next day, he said
to us, “I thought, by this time, that you
had concluded to go without me, and let
me stay here.,”” We told him no; he
need not think any such thing. He turned
from us and said, «Itis too much, I can-
not stand it:” and started for the woods.
I feared that he was going away from us,
not to return again, so I started and ran af-
ter him, and found him en his face, asking
the Lord what all tlns meant, why his
children should feel so much for him.

I wish here to relatg a dream which I

| was disconsolate.
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dreamed about two years since, of which
the above seems to be a fulfilment.
I dreamed of going after Bro. Rhodes.
I thought he was in a field at work, and as
I went where he was, I had to ascend a
rise of ground. After having some con-
versation with him, it appeared, by some
means, that he was absent from me. I
dreamed of going with some person down
by-the bank of the river, and was some
time there, viewing the river and its banks.
Again I thought I saw Bro. Rhodes, and
he was making his way off from me down
a descent of ground. I feared it was to
hide away from me, so I ran after him and
found hin. I dreamed of talking with
him, and as near as I can remember, he
He said he had no
hope of entering the Kingdom, and it was
of no use for him to try. Here I awoke.
Two or three nights before we saw Bro.
Rhodes, he dreamed that two men came -
to him who were on their way to the
Kingdom. Something asked him if he did
not want to go with them to the Kingdom,
which was just before them? He said he
did, and turned partly round to see the
men. But something seemed to say that
he could not go with these two men. The
thouight of not being permitted to go with
them caused him great distress. The men
still waited for him, and he awoke.
Friday, Nev. 23, we returned as far as
Bro. Arnold’s, of Volney, and our dear
Bro. Rhodes with us, Sabbath morning
we came to this place, in company with
Brother and Sister Arnold, where many of
the brethren in this region were assem-
bled. They were, all rejoiced to see Bro.
Rhodes. Tears of joy and tenderness
flowed freely as they greeted each other.
We had a sweet, heavenly sitting together
duting the meeting; and Bro. Rhodes’ faith
and hope are fast increasing. He stands
firm in all the present truth ; and we heart-
ily bid him God speed, as he goes to
search out and feed the precious, scatiered
flock of Jesus. HIRAM EDSON.
Oswego, N. Y. Nov. 26, 1849.

THE SABBATH. :

My object in this article is to show that
Christ was crucified, and laid in Joseph’s
new tomb the day before the weekly Sab-
bath, and that he rose from the dead the
day after the Sabbath, -

Jesus was nailed to the eross at the third
hour of the day, which was nine o’clock
A. M.—See Mark xv, 25. At the ninth:
hour of the day, or three o’clock P. M.
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Jesus said #IT IS FINISHED,” and
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.—
See John xix, 30; Mat. xxvii, 45~50;
Mark xv, 33-37: Luke xxiii, 44-48.

This gave three hours for Josepth to
take the body of Jesus from the cross and
lay itin the sepulehre; and for the women
to return and prepare spices and ointments
before the Sabbath commenced. «And
they returned, and prepared spices and
ointments; and rested the Sabbath-day,
according to the commandment.”—Luke
xxiii, 56,

EVEN and EVENING do not always
mean the same thing. This I will show.
Evening, according to the first division of
time, was the night, or first half of the
twenty-four-hour day.—~See Gen. i, 5-31.
Even was the last hours of the day, just
before evening commenced. The paschal
lamb was sacrificed ateven, and ne one will
take the ground that all Israel killed their
passover lamb in the night or evening.
“And ye shall keep it up until the four-
teenth day of the same month; and the
whole assembly of the congregation of Is-

rael shall kill it (margin) between the two’

evenings.”’—Ex. xii, 6.
«Juseph Frey, a converted Jew, in his

~ work on the Passover, says the afternoon|

or evening of the day was by them divided
into twe parts, the lesser or former eve-
ning, and the greater or latter evening.
The dividing point between the two, was
three in the afternoon, the ninth hour of
. the day.”’—See Advent Herald, Oct. 9,
1844, page 76.

“But at the place which the Lord thy
God shall choose to place his name in,
there thou shalt sacrifice the passover
AT EVEN, at the going down of ‘the
sun.”’—Deut. xvi, 6: See also Lev. xxiii,
5, ‘When the sun passes the meridian, at
noon, it begips to go down, and at three
o’clock, or at even, when all Israel killed
their lamb, the. sun was about -half way
down. )

The crucifixion for ever settles this point.
On the very day of the month, and hour
of the day, that the. passover lamb was
killed, the Lamb of 'God; while on the cross
cried, «Ti is finished,” bowed his head
and died.

Jesus, kept the passover with his disei-
ples one day hefore its appointed time.
« Now before the feast of the passover,’’
etc.—Read John xiii, 1, 2.. All may see

~ that Jesus could not be the antitype of the
slain lamb, and keep the passover at the
same time, ‘
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. Agein Jesus was crucified on the day of
‘the preparation for the passover feast.—
See John xix, 31,and 42. The prepara-
tion of the fourteenth -day was to putaway
leaven, kil the lamb, ete. so that on the
very hour that Jesus cried, “Itis finished,”
all Israel killed their lamb, From that
time, which was three o’clock P. M. until
evening, or the commencement of the fif-
teenth day, was called even.

The tenth day atonement was celebrated
from the even of the ninth day of the se-
venth month, to the even of the tenth day.
—See Lev. xxiii, 27-32.

If even here means evening, then they
commenced their day of atonement at the
beginning of the ninth day, which would
make it the ninth day atonement, and not
the tenth, , Begin it at even, ai the close of
the ninth day, and all’is plain. .

Again, the fifieenth. day of the first month
was the first day of the seven days’ feast
of unleavened bread. This is positive and
plain, from Lev. xxiii, 6, and Num. xxviii,
17. The Jews were to celebrate the feast
from the even of the fourteenth day, until
the even of the one-and-twentieth day.—
See Ex. xii, 18. Now if even means eve-
ning in this case, then the feast commenced
at the beginning of the fourteenth day,
twenty-one hours before the lamb was
slain, and the fourteenth day was the first
day of the feast, instead of the fifteenth,
according to Leviticus 'xxiii, 6, 2nd Nam,
xxvili, 17, :

The preparation was a memorial which
commemorated the slaying of that lamb in
Eyypt, whose blood was put on the two
side-posts, and’ on the upper door-post of
the houses of Israel, that when the Lord
passed through Egypt, to slay the first-born
of the Egyptians, he might see the blpod
on the houses of Israel, and pass over
them.—See Ex. xii, 7-13, and 21~27.

The feast of unleavened bread comme-
morated the hasty departure of Israél from
Egypt, with «their dougli befoze it was
leavened ;”” so that they had to bake «un-
leavened cakes of the dough which the
brought forth out of Egypt,” for their
breakfast tlie next morning.—See Ex. xii,
31-39; xiii, 6-8 and 14,

Thus the time of the preparation,.dnd
the beginning of the feast of unleavened
bread are clearly shown. On the foyr-
téenth day, at three o’clock P. M. the lamhb
was slain, and from that time to the begin~
ning of the fifteenth day they were prepar-
ing the lamb, and puiting away leaveh out

of their houses, This was the preparation,
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and the space of time that it occupied was
called even.

The fifteenth day, which was the first
feastday, commenced with the EVENING
which immediately followed the prepara-
tion, or EVEN of the fourteenth day.

<« In the fourteenth day of the first month

T EVEN is the Lord’s passover.

And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the feast of unleavened bread unto
the Lord, etc.—Lev. xxiii, 5, 6,

It was at even, the time of the prepara-
tion, and not evening, that Joseph of Ar-
imathea took the body of Jesus from the
eross, and laid it in his new tomb. The
holy womeén, then had three hours to
prepare spices and ointments, before the
evening of the Holy Sabbath commenced;
which they kept according to the fourth
commandment.

Theé Sabbath that followed the crucifix-

ion was called “an high day ”’—John xix.
31; because the first feast day came on
the Holy Sabbath, that year. It was as
likely to come on the seventh day, as on
any day of the week. This view plainly

proves that the crucifixion was on the sixth

day of the week; therefore the next day
was thie Sabbath of the Lord our God.

Now upon the first day of the week,
very earliy in the morning, they came unto
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which
they had prepared, and certain others with
them.~—Luké xxiv, 1.

The three last hours of the sixth day of
the week, was not sufficient time for the
women to prepare, and use the spices and
ointment; so after they had bought and
prepared them they put them dside, and
rested on the Sabbath ; and then easly in
the morning they came to the sepulchre to
apply them fo the body of Jesus; but he
was not there,he had arisen. The modern
view, which has blinded and ensnared some,
that Monday is the first day of the week,
when compared with Seripture testimony,
teaches that twenty-seven hours from Fri-
day at three P. M. to Saturday at six P.
M. was not time enough to prepare, and
apply the sgices; and ointment; therefore
the women had fo wait imtil Monday morn-
iag. This view is perfectly unnatural,
blind and inconsistent, while the one which
Xhave here presented, is natural and plain.

Jesus-rose from the dead on the third
day. This he preached to the two disci-
ples, as they walked in company to Em-
mauns. L
“Then opened he their understanding,
that they might understand the Scriptures.
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And said unto them, Thus it is written,
and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and
torise from the dead the third day.”’—Luke
xxiv, 45, 46. o

Jesus’ sufferings on the cross were from
nine o’clock A. M. to three o’clock P. M.
Friday, the day that Jesus did « suffer” on
the cross, was the first day, the Holy Sab-
bath was the second day, and the first day
of the week was the THIRD DAY ; and
Jesus rose from the dead.—See Cor. xv,
3, 4; ‘Matt. xvi, 21; xx,19; Mark ix, 31;
X, 34; Luke ix,22; xviii, 33.

Some have concluded that Christ rose
on the Sabbath, from the following Serip-
ture. “In the end of the Sabbath, as it
began to dawn toward the first day of the

'week, came Mary Magdalene, and the.

other Mary to the sepulchre,”’~—Matt,
xxviii, 1. . .

Here, I will give Whiting’s translation: -
“ After the Sabbath, as the first day of the
week was dawning,” ete. Campbell
translates it as follows: <« Sabbath being o-
ver, and the first day of the week beginning
to dawn,” ete. This makes it all clear, -

That I have shown that the crucifixion
was the day before the Holy Sabbath, and,
that the resurrection was the day following
it, I hope is plain to all who may read this
article.

There is, however, one lone text that is
brought to prove that the position I have
here taken is incorrect——

“For as Jonas was three days and three
nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the
Son of Man be three days and three nights .

.in the heart of the earth.”’—Matt. xii, 40,

The text must be explained so as to har-
monize with the multitude of texts that
positively declafe the resurrection of Jesus
on the third day. IfJesus lay in the tomb
three days and three nights, then he arose
on the fourth day, and not.on the third,
according to the  Seriptures. Seripture
must explain Seripture—then a harmony
may be seen throughout the whole.

Jesus never was in the heart of this
globe, called earth ; heart being the centte,
or at least in the earth, beneath its surface.
He was laid in Joseph’s new tomb, or as
Campbell has it, MONUMENT; «hewn
out in the rock.” Jonas was in the bow-
els of the whale. In like manner, Jesus
never was in the heart of this globe

.Then earth in this case must mean the
powers of earth, or te power and control
of wicked men,.and the Devil. For proof
that earth does not always mean this literal
globe, see the following Scriptures :



‘PHE PRESENT TRUTH.

«Q earth, earth, earth, hear the word of’
the Lord.”—Jer..xxii, 29. Here the peo-
ple are addressed, and not this globe.~—
See also Deut. xxxii, }; Isa. i, 2; and
many other texts. On that ever memo-
rable night, that the Lord’s supper, and
washing the saints’ feet were instituted,
our Lord and Master was betrayed into
the hands of sinners. He, knowmg that
the time had come for the powers of earth

and hell to triumph over him, a short sea--

son, passed over the brook Cedron, where
he was taken and bound. As they came
to tzke Jesus, he said to them—¢« When I
was daily with you in the temple ye
stretched forth no hands against me; but
this is YOUR HOUR, and the POWER
OF DARKNESS,”—Luke xxiii, 53:
Thus, Jesus was. in the heart of the
" earth, or controlled and held by the powers
of earth and hell, from the time that he
was betrayed into the hands of sinners,
until he arose from the dead, in triumph
and victory. Jesus was as much in the
heart of the earth when before Pilate, and
on the cross, as he was while in Joseph’s
tomb. With this view, all the Secripture
testimony will harmonize, -

To some this may look like spiritual-
ism; but Jet such give us a better view;
that will harmonize all the Scripture testi-
mony, and we will take it.

North Paris, Maine, Oct. 16, 1849,
Dxear BRETHREN AND SISTERS :—-1 would
say to the praise of God, that the Confer-

ence recently held in this place, resulted:

in much good.. The brethren from a dis-
tance seemed to “come in the fulness of

the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.”.

The meeting was one of deep and solemn
interest from its commencement. Al-
though the brethren in this region have
been much scattered in consequence of er-
roneous views, still an earnest desire was
manifested by nearly all of the scattered
flock to assemble together at this meeting.
. Our minds: were deeply interested in the
solemn truths presented before ‘us, and at
the conclusion of the meeting a general
determination was manifestéd to lay aside
forever, the painful views by which we
have .so long been separated, and once
more. to unite in the great and important
truths of God. It was a season of heart-
felt confession, and deep humiliation be-
fore God; such as we trust will not soon
be forgotten. To God be all the praise
. for ever, Amen. .
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The scene of trial and scattering through
which we have passed. has beén of the
most painful character; but we trust that
God is bringing together his scattered ehild-
ren preparatory to final deliverence. How
important it 18, beloved brethren, in this,
our final struggle with the dragon, that we
be found UNITED in «the command-
ments of God and the testimony of Jesus
Christ.”” Your brother in hope,

JOHN N. ANDREWS.

From Bro. Harvey Childs.
Sutton, V¢, Oct. 22, 1849.

-Drar Bro. Waire.~~We are well,
and very much encouraged in view of
what is being done by the late. publications.
A neighbor of mine, who has been a pro-
fessed Adventist ever since 1843, has em~
braced the Sabbath. When the Sabbath
question came up; he could not endure
sound doetrine, and of course opposed it.
But when your litide paper came to hand.
we read it, and it 'was meat to us, and we
sent it to him, and it convicted him very
much. But he was so entangled with
Turnerism that he could not go free.
‘When Bro. Edson’s work came, I sent it to
him on the Sabbath. He hadbeenat work
all the morning ; but he cameé in, and sat
down -and readit. He came here the next
day in distress, and said there was such a
mighty blaze of light that shone out, that
he trembled in every limb while he read.
He told his wife they could go no farther
in that course, and they sat down and kept
the rest of the day. e has come out and
confessed his faith publicly.

A whole family converted.~-Eld. Nel-
son A. Hollis of- Peacham, an Advent
preacher who has had no Sabbath, for he
discovered that the first day of the week
was not the Sabbath, has embraced the
true Sabbath. When your paper reached
him, it anointed his eyes again, and he saw:
clearly. Five weeks ago last Sabbath, he -
and his wife, and little son and daughter,
all believers in the speedy advent of Christ,
commenced keeping the Sabbath in good
faith. Bro. Hollis lives about twenty-five
miles from us. He was with us last Sab-
bath, and firstday. In the forenoon of first
day, he took the fourteenth chapter of Isa-
iah for the foundation of his remarks. In
the afternoon, his subject was the Sab-
bath. He had never spoken on it public-
ly before; but was very cleai. Tt dis.
turbed the camp of the everay, and they
cleared, and left us to enjoy a good season.



40

Bro. J. C. Bowles Writes—

Jackson, Mich. Oct. 28, 1849.
Dear Bro. Waire.— With youI say,
that it is a blessed privilege that we can
counsel with those of like precious faith
by letter while we are scattered like sheep

upon the mountains, in this dark and cloudy |

day. And O howglad I am that “the foun-
dation of God standeth sure, having. this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
his.” But those that are the Lord’s, must
depart from iniquity.

The brethren all stand fastin the Truth,
rejdicing . in hope, without .a discordant
note-among us. One of our brethren has
been'some shaken: but thank the Lord,
I trust that he is now se firmly rooted and
grounded, that he will not be again moved
or shaken.”

“«To the praise of God, I can say that’
I saw:a holy ‘bolduess in the brethren, and
felt it myself, yesterday, in exhorting one
apother that I have not seen or felt since
i844. We all decided thatthere wasa
time just ahead that the Sabbath truth
would take, and that more exertions would
be made to- proclaim it.”’

« Last evening, while reading Sister
White’s vision, I. saw that she said that
she saw itin the commencement of the
time of trouble. 'With this view, and this
hope, we expect to see some of our eastern
brethren -along here, proclaiming the séal-
ing message.”

The article from Bro, Fdson; in this
number, will be read with deep interest, es-
pecially by thoge who know Bro. Rhodes..

Some, however, may .start back at the
dreams and vision, ete. Here I would
say; that the Bible no where teaches that
the time has past for sugh special revela-
tions; and that there is postive testhmony
that-the Church is to be blessed with. spe-
cial revelations ¢ IN THE LAST DAYs.””

« When the day of Pentecost was fully
come,” aiid the diseiples « were all with
one accord in one place,” filled with. the

Holy Ghost, Peter,. stariding up with the.

eleven, quoted the following prophecy
«And’it shall come to pass in the LAST
DAYS, saith God, I will pour out of iny
Spirit tpen all flesh: and your sons and
your: deughters shall prophesy, ” etc.—
Acts ii, 17420. Those that stood by, sup-
posed that:the diseiples were drunk : . but
Peter. wished to-show to them that- those

exercised. were a subject of propheey, and |-

the work of God. No candid man will
dare to take the ground that all that Peter
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quoted was fulfilléd on the day - of Pente-
cost; for certamly, none were: as}eep,
dreaming on that”all exciting occasion';
neither is there any record of visions; on-
ly the gift of tongues. The digns in the
heavens were not seen on the day of Pen-
tecost. As those signs were to be justbe-
fore the ““great and notable day’of the
Lord;” so were the dréams and visions.
Mark this,. Dreams ‘and visions: are to
be in the.« LAST DAYS:” dnd as there
can be no days later than the last, it fol-

lows that we may expect such revelations

until time closes; If there were to be no.
visions after'St. John had his, then the last
days ended while John was on the isle
Patmos: ,

The Bible is our lamp, ourguide. Itis
our rule of faith, and practice: still there
is'no redson why God may not give spe-
cial revelations to lead the errmg o God,
and his living word.

See the case of Peter, as God wis about
to send him to the Gentiles. Cornelius
had a vision, and was told to “sSend men’
to Joppa, and eall for one Simon whose
surname is Peter.”” Before the messen~
gers came where Peter was, he, while nr
prayer, fell into a trance. Here Peter was,
shown his errers relating to eating, also
that the gospel was for the Gentile, as well
as the Jew.

« While Peter thought on the vision, the
'Spirit said vnto him, Behold, three men
seek thee.”” On the strength of these vis-
ions, Péter went to the house of Corneliya;

and preached to the Gentiles, where they
were all baptized with the Holy Ghost.

If Péter lived in our.day, he would be.
branded with fanaticism, for his faith in.
visions, and impressions of the Spirit: and,:
nodoubt, the doors would be closed against
him if he should wish to give his views of
Bible truth.

THE PRESENT TRUTH, NUMBER L

This work of twenty-four pages, ton-
taining my articles on the S4bbath, isready
for distribution. Tt has a printed ecover
cOntaining some valuable extracts.: This
pamphlet can be had without money or
price, by addressing Otis Nichols, Dorehes-
ter, Mass. (post-paid.) Brethren, let this
work be put immediately into the hands of
those who are seeking for the trath. Seon
it wilt be too late. You are invited te
help pay the expense of publishitig, as the
Lotd has prospered you.

T All letters relating to the “PRESENT
TRUTH,” should be directed to JAMES WHITE,
Oswego, N Y., careof Luman Carpenter.
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