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THE PARABLE, MATTHEW XXV, 1—I2.

¢ Then shall the kingdom of heaven bo likened unto ten virgins,
which too' thair lamps, and went forth to maset the bridegroom. And
five of them were wiss aud five were foolish, They that were fool-
ish took their lamps, and took no oil with them; but the wise took
oil in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom tarred
thsy all slumbered and slept.  And at midnight there was a cry made.
B:hold tha bridegroom comath, go ye out to mzet him. Then all those
virgins arose, ant trimnad their lamps.,  And the foolish said unto the
wise, Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone out. DBut the wise

answarod saying, Not so, lest there be not enough for us and you ; bui
but go ye vather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while

they want to buy, the bridegrovin came, and they that were ready, went
in with him to the marriage, and the door was shut.  Aftetward eame
also the other virgins, saying, Liord, lord, open to ns.  But he answer-
cd and said, Verily, I say uato you, I know you not.”

Many have desircd to obtain a correct account of an castern
marriage that they might better understand this parable. But
let 1t be distinctly understood that our Saviour has here giv-
en us the desired history, and testifies that the kingdom of heav-
en shall be likened [* compared,” Campbell’s translation] ur-
toit. But when shall the kingdom of heaven be likened, or
compared to an eastern marriage? Our Saviour says, ¢ Tnen
shall the kingdom,” &e., showing beyond all doubt that there is
some definite period in the history of the church where the par-
able may be applied. If the parable applies to a definite pei-
od, it is of the utmost importance that we understand what pe-
riod it docs apply to, so as to make.a right application.

The twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth chapters of Matthew are
one connectad discourse. la this discourse our Lord has point-
cd out the most important events, with which the Christian Church
was to be connected, from the time of the First to the Sceond
Advent. Such as the desiruction of Jerusalem, and the Papal
persecution of 1260 years. Next the special signs of the Sec-
ond Advent, the darkening of the sun and moon in 1780, and
the falling stars in 1833. Our Lord next points out two classes
of teachers. One class js represented by the ¢ faithful and
wise servant’”’ who gave to his master’s houschold *“ meat in due
season. > The other class of servants is represen‘ed by the
« gvil servant” who was saying “in his heart, My lord delay-
eth his coming,” was cating and drinking with the drunken, and
was smiting * 2és fellow-servants.”  Those who have had any
expericnce in the Advent, know that two such classes of ser
vants as are pointed out by Christ have appeared. The wise
and faithful servants sceing by the prophetic periods, and the
signs of the times, but especially the sigas in the sun, moon and
stars, that Christ was soon coming, gave the warning to the
church and world. This warning message called out and man-
ifesied the other class of servanis who first said in their heart,
The Lord is not so soon coming, then they began to ¢ smite”
those who were proclaiming the eoming of the Lord, and by this
time they were united with every class of wicked men on the
earth—eating and drinking with the drunken,

But does not this poriion of our Lord’s discourse have a still
more close application ?  The “ evil servant” smites his * fel-
low-servants.” Does not this show that both classes of servants
had previously been united in proclaiming the coming of the
Lord until they were disappointed 7 This seems necessary for
them to be called ** fellow-servants " One class * hold fas”
the Advent, as proclaimedin its purity by all the servants united,

and still follow down the track of propheey, and receive the
warning message of the third Angel, while the other class doubt,
give up the past, fall into the spirit of the world, and say in their
heart, My Lord delayeth his coming, &c. Thus closes the
twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew. The twenty-fifth chapter
commences thus; * THEN shall the kingdom of heaven be
likened unto ten virgins,” &c. Thus we are brought down in-
to the expericnce of those who have been connected with, the
Advent doetrine, and are shown where the parable applies. This
conclusion is natural and irresistible. s

But what shall we understand by the kingdom of heaven’—
Cortainly not all the component parts of the kingdom ; for in
that case the King, [Christ,] the territory, [New Farth,] and
the subjects of the kingdom [the children of the resurrection]
would all be represented as going forth, tarrying, sleeping,
wiking, and trimming lamps, &c. It is evident that the king-
dom of heaven here can only mean what may be represented
by the going forth, tarrying, &c., which must be the people of
Go1 who ave interested in, and are looking for the coming and
kingdom of Christ. The *kingdom of heaven’ should be un-
derstood heve, as it is generally used in the New Testament.—
'hen we understand it to mean as taught by Bro. Miller and the
Advert lecturers, with hardly an exception, and as published in
Wl the Advent papers till the Albany Conference in 1845,
hat the history or experience of the living people of God is to
“e likened, or compared, unto an eastern marriage. It has been
said that the Second Advent people have literally fulfilled Mast,
txv, 1-=12. Ttis not so. Jesus is there giving the history of
un eastern marriage. But Second Advent pcople were to ex-
serience a series of cvents which were to have a natural appli-
sation to the events of the eastern marriage rehearsed by Christ.
After the signs of Christ’s coming should be preached, the two
:lasscs of servants should appear, * then” Second Advent his-
ory was not only to have a natural application, but was actual-
y to be compared to the history of the eastern marriage found
n Matt. xxv.

In order that the two histories may be likened or compared,
some things are indispensable. First, both histories must be
complete ; all the events in both must be in the past. It is not
»ossib'e to compare past history with what has not taken place.
Second, after cach event in Advent history has occurred. an-
swering to each point in the history of the marriage, shut door,
and knocking not excepted, there must be time to compare the
two histories, also those who will compare them. We say that
this is a part of the work of the faithful and wise servant whe
is giving to the household meat in duc season. Those who bave
viven up the past Advent movement, as the work of man only, v
of unclean spirits, choose to apply the parable to the future, to
be fulfilied at the coming of the Lord. Butif they would only
carry out the ratural and true position taken of it by Bro. Mil-
ler and the eniire Advent host, with hardly an exception,
up to 1845, it would lead them to acknowledge the work of
God in the past, it would show them their present whereabouts,
and give them living faith in the speedy coming of Christ. No
onc has vet shown how the events, represented by trimming
lamps, asking for oil, going to buny, and the knocking of the
foolish could be fu'filled at, and after the Second Advent. The
cry, *Behold the bridegroom cometh,” is made to apply by all
classes of Advent beliévers, then why not let each part of the
parable also apply? We ask, Why should the cry, this one
point in the parable, be made to cover all time to the resurrec-
tion, and the other parts not be suffered to have any application?
Consistency becomes us on this subject, as well as on others.—
Some seem to mike every thing of the cry, “Behold the bride-
groom cometh,” but nothing of the other parts of the parable,
By referring to the ““‘Advent Herald” it will be seen that it is
the editor’s motto. If he is fo give this cry till the coming of .
Christ, and the resurrection, then the other points in the parable

that follow must apply after the Second Advent. Bui we do
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hot hesitate to say that they will not then apply. No one will
attempt to apply each eventthere. ‘

The saints will be raised and-the rightcous changed “in a
moinent, in the twinkling of an eye,” and eaught away from;
the earth. The wicked who remain after the plagues, will be
fleeing from the prescuce of the Lamb.” Nonc asking for oil,
hone knocking then. They wili ery, but not *Lord, Lord, open
unto us.”  No, no. They will flec from the burning glovy of the
Lamb, and their cry will be, ** Mountains and rocks, fall on us,
fnd hide us from the face of him that siticth on the thronetend,
from the wrath of the Lamb. Ior the great day of his wrath
1s come.” Rev. vi, 15—17. No one will say that there is any-
thing in this like askmg for oil, going to bay, or knocking.
Wherever the Bib'é refers to the position of the lost, afier they
are-apprised of their real condition, they are 1‘epre‘scm‘;edl as,
hiding, fleeing, &c.,from the presence of the Lovd, insicad of
saying, * Lord, Lord, open to us”  But- this will be noticed
hereafter. - As we are convinced that we now occupy the tine
when Advent history was to be * likened™ to the history ot an
castern marriage, we will now &ompare themn.

«T'hen shall the kingdam of heaven be likened unto ten virgius,
which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroown.”’

Let the reader be sure to shun the common error of conf‘onn'd-
ing Advent History, with that of the marriage. Keep both dis-
tinct, then they may both be compared. The ten virgins had
fireral lamps, and literally ¢ went forth.””  Not so WML Advent-
ists, yet they had what is well comparc‘d to a lamp. . bay‘s Da-
wvid, ©Thy Worpis a Lamp into my feet, and a light unio my
path.”” Ps. cxix, 105. Thosc looking for the gecond coming
of Christ did not literally go forth, yet the great movement pro-
duced by the proclamation that Christ would come in 1843, mav
wetl be likeued +to the ten virgins going forth with their lamps:
This movement is also symbolized by the angel of Rev. xiv, 6,
7. But it is said that this movement represented by the going
forth ef the ten virgins, commenced two hundred years ago.—
To this we reply, that our Lord iz giving in Matt. xxiv, and
Chap. xxv, 1-——12, a comnected history of the most important
even's, with which the Christian Church was {o be connecled,
down to the Sccond Advent. Thercfore the special signs of
Christ’s coming, in the san, moon, snd stars, must first take
place, and then be presenied to the world, with other reasons,
as evidences of the Advent ncar, before the movement repre-
sented by the going forth can take place. As the presentation
of the signs, witk other evidences, culls out the two classes cf
servanis, and produces the movement, the going forth in the
parable must of necessiiy be applied to a period of time after
the fulfillment of the predicted siges.  Those who go back two
hundred years to commence the  midaight erv,” as.they call
it, the augel with the everlasiing gospel, and the going forth,
must not only cast aside the Advent movement “with which we
Bave been connécted, but also the signs in the sup, mogn and
stars. Therefore it is.evident that the parable applies to the
Advent movement with which we have been connected. The
taking of lamps, and going forth in the parable represents the
effect that the judgnient hour cry bad on the Advent people, as
they took to their Bibles, and with ** the blessed hope” ard joy-
ful expectation of soon seeing the King of glory, were moved
far out from tlve spirit and interests of this world.

“ And five of them weve wise, and five were fuolish. They thai
were foolish took their lamps, and ook no oil with thens.  But the wise
toak ail in their vessels with their lamps. . : .

While the bridegroom 1arried. they all slyfbered and slept.”

Real believers, and those in-the Advent ranks not having true
faith, have been called wise and foolish virgins. Thisis in.
correct.. Buch te*ms are confined to the history of the mar-
riage: * But that there has been in the Adveiit movement twc
classes mamfested, whose character and acts well éompare, and
may he-*¢ likened™ to the character and acts of the foolish and
wise virgins in the parable 1s evident. ‘Those represented by
the wise, fully believed that Christ would come, they desired his
‘coming. ‘T'he class represented by the fonlish who took no of’
with them, only thought he was coming, dnd some of them fear-
ed that it might b= so, but still loved this world too well to’ give
it up, that-thev might obtain true fiith. The tarrying of the
bridegroom is also m the history of the marriage. We now in-
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The first published time for the Second Advent was 1844,
Jewish time. Cart-loads of books, written by Brn. Miller, Litch,
Fitch, Storrs, Hale, Bliss,-and many others, presenting the evi-
dences that Christ wou!d dome.in 1843, were scattered far gnd
wide. And we had many reasons for supposing that these men
fully belicved what they taught. But the Advent people were
‘o meet with a disappointment., The time passed, and they
were humbled before the world.  Some publicly renounced the
doctrine, but the majority followed down the track of prophecy,
where they saw a tarrying time. This tarry was taught in all
the Advent papersinthe lnad. Here we will give extracts from
he ¢+ Advent Shield,” Io. 1, pages 122—124, published in
May, 1844. .This was a standard work for Advent believers,
and presents the unanimous view taken of their trus position at
that time,

“ Having passed thie point of the appavent termination of the pros
phetie periods, we are nlaced in a position, which God foresaw his chil-
dren would be placed in, at 1he end of the vision; and for which he
nade provision, by the prophet Hahakkuk, (ii, 1~—3,) when he says,
“ T will stand vpon mv tower, and will wateh to see what he will say
anto me; and what Ishall answer when I am reproved,™ or as it reads in
the margin ** argned with,” And the Lord answered me and suid,
‘Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that
readeth it,  For tha vigion is yet for an appointed time,” [the seven
times,] * but at the ead [of the prophetic periods] it shall speak and
not lie: though it thery,” [beyond theirapparent termination,] ¢¢ wikt
for it; because it will surely eone,” [in the fulness of the prophetic
times, beyond which.] ** it will not tarry.”

That this admonition has reference to the present time is evident from
Paul's quotation of it in Hehrews x, 86—3%. * For ye have need of
patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise.  TFor vet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and
will nat tarry.  Now the just shall live by faith : but if any man draw
“1ck, my sou! shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them
who draw hack unto perdition ; but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul.” -

We helieve that we are ocenpving that period spoken of by our Sa-
viour, when the Bridegroom tarries—Matthew xxv, 5,10 which the
kingdom of heaven should he likeued when ‘‘ that evil servant [there
having heen an apparent failure in the time] shall say in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming, and shall begin to s$mite his fellow servants,
and Lo cat and drink with the drunken.”

That which was positively true, and acknowledged by the Advent
hedy in 1844, has nat becoms untrue by the passing of a few years,.—
We choose 1o stand on the ** original faith.”” While the bridegroom in
the paruble tarried, the virgins all slumbered and slept.  This striking-
1y ropresents the state of the Advent body after the first published time
passed. It was clearly scen that we were in the tarrying time, but how
long it would be no oae knew. In this state of uncertainty, without de-
finite time, the Advent people as a body sunk into a dormant state, fitly
represented by slumbering and sleeping.

“ And at wmidnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom
cameth, go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose and trim-
ned their lamps,  Aund the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your
ail, for our lamps are gone out.  But the wise answered, saying, Not
s0, lest there be not enovgh for us and you; but go ye rather to them
that sell, and buy for yonrselves.”

Says an objector, ¢ T do not believe that the midnight cry has yet been
Neither do we believe that the midnight ery has been heard by
us, or that it ever will be. The cry of Matt. xxv, 6, ¢ Behold the
bridegrcom cometh,” is in the history of an eastern marriage. But tHat
a cry was given, and fully received by the entire Advent body in the au-
tumn of 1814, that compares well with the midnight ery of the parable,
should net ke denied by those who had an experience in 1t. It came'in
the right time. The cry of the parable immediately fullowed the.delay,
and the stumbering and sleeping. This followed our delay, having been
lisappointed. and reached our ears while in 2 dormant state. That ery
waked up the ten virgins, and led them to trim their lamps.  This, at-
:ended by the power of the Spirit, aroused the Advent people, and led
them to search the Bible as never before, and to consecrate themsclves
wd their worldly posanssions wholly to the Lord. Those who gave the
"ty that the Lord would cowe at ‘the scventh.month, 1844, clearly saw
hat the prophetic periods reached to.that time, therefore, the evidence
that had heen presented from the periods to prove that the Advent would
Y in 1843, proved that it would be in-1844. 'We then saw an error in
-hat manner of reckoning which terminated the 2300 days in 1843. None
sf those.svho wrote against the Advent saw it. The hand of Providencg

given.’’

quire,” Has there been anything in Advent history that,can be,
compared to this tarry? : :

covered the mistake until the time came for it to-be seen. The error was
in taking 457 fuil years from the 2300, which left 1843, without makin¥
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any acconnt of the fraction of the year 457 5. c., that had passed, whan
the commandment went forth from which the 70 weeks are reckoned,
As it takes 457 full years and 1843, to make 2300, the fraction of the
year 457, B. ¢., that had passed when the 70 weeks commenced, should
be added to 1843, which brings the termination of the 2300 days in 1844.
This point is made clear in the following testimony froim the ¢ Advent
Herald ” of Nov. 13, 1844.

“Qur minds were directed to that point of time, [18_‘53.] from the fac
that dating the several prophetic periods from those years in which the
best chronologers assign the fulfillment of those events which were ta
mark their commencement, they all seemed to terminate that year. This
was, however, only apparem. We date the ‘saven times.’ or 2520
years, from the captivity of Manasseh, which is, with great nnanimity,
placed by chronologers B. ¢. 677. This date is the ouly one we lave
ever'reckoned frorq, for the commencement of this per;od; and sub-
tracting B. c. 677 from 2520 yeurs there remained a. D, 1843, We,
however, did not observe. that as it would require 677 full years 8. c.
and 1843 full years a. p. to complete 2320 years, that it wonld alsu
ohlize ns to extend this period as far into A. p. 1844, as it wight have
commencad after ths baginuing of B. ¢. 677. The same was also true
of the other periods. The great jubileé of 2450 years, commencing
with the eaptivity of Jehoiakim . ¢. 607; and the 2300 days, com-
meneing with the 70 weeks B. ¢. 457, would respeciively requirve 1843
falt .years afier Christ added to as many full years before Chuist, as the
years in which we have always respectively commenced each periad, to
complete the number of years in each; and as sudtracting from each
period the date B. ¢. of its coinmzncem :nt, there weould remain A. p.
1843, na referance whatever was made to the {raction of the year, which
in each vas2, had transpived from its commnzncement, and which would
require that each periad should extend as much beyond the expiration of)
A. D. 1843, us they respectively bagan afler the commencement of they
year B. ¢, from which they ure dated.

While this discrepancy was not partienlarly noticed by us, it wasalso
not noticed by any of aur learned opponents.  Awmid all the arguments
which were brought to bear against our position, no allusion was made
to that point.”’

The right application of Hab. ii, 2, 3, was sean clearly by those who
gave the seveuth month message, The Advent body then held that the
publication of what is called the old chart was a fulfiliment of the words
of the Prophets, ** Write the vision and make it plain npon tables.”’—
Reference to the different Advent papers published in 1844, will sattle
this point.—As time is connected with the visions of Daniel and John,
the conclusion seems natural that their prophecies were the subject
matter to be made ** ptain on tables,” which was to be for ““an appoint
ed time.”

“ Though it tarry, wait for it; becavee it will suvely come, it will
not tarry.” Here is a seeming coutradiction, which con cnly bo cx
plained by facts in onr Advent experience. The peried, 1843, was
written upon the chast, as thz appareat timz of the tormination of ths
2300 days ; but that, as was clearly seen in 1844, was not the real date
of their termination.  Thercivre the viston did nat really tavsy, but szam-
ed totarry.  “ Though it tarry, [beyond the period of expectation,] wait
for it,"? for at the real point of tims for the termination of the 2300 days,
1844, the vision *¢ will speak, and not lie.”” Tt is said that the nessage
of the 7th month, 1844, was a ¢ %2,"" because Christ did not then come.
True, the vision of 2300 days did not teach that Christ wuuld thea come,
or that his coming would be at the end of the days; but we have the best
of evidence that the days, then ended, as was taught that they would end,
by those who gave the message of the seventk month, The types of the
law of Moses did not teach us that our Great High Priest wonld come
out of the heavens, on the tenth day of the seventh mouth, 1844, yot
they, in connection with the 2300 days, elearly prove that Christ did they
enter upon the work of cleansing the Heavenly Sapetuavy. shadoweld
forth by the tenth day atonement in the law, Sucha change ju the po-
sition of our Great High Priest, repreeented by the coming ol the bride-
groom in the parable, was very properly heralded by those who gave
the seventh month message. Neither did the parable teach that the
Lord would come at the poiut in our history where the midnight ery
applied. We now see points in the parable that apply later in our ex-
perieno., yet befure the Second Advent, such as the knocking., When
giving the seventh month message the then future scenes of trial were
sealed up to us, and for our lives we could not see any Prophieey to be
fulfillad prior to tho Adveut.

“The Advent people scripturally sought, and earnestly plead, for the
s bhread ' of Yife in 1843, and we are loth to believe that our heaveuly
Yather gave ue a ‘‘ stone,” or that he-.gave usa scorpion” in 1844,

And wo fail to see how it wes possible for the Adveut body to follow

ud

down the track of propheey, without experiencing such a movement as
31hat of the antumn of 1844. The vision that had scemed to tarty ther
spake.  Let others call it ““ @ ie.”  But we fully believe that then was
experienced the fullillment of the words of the Prophet “ 2t the end {of
ithe 2300 days] it shall speak, and NOT LIE.” True we were disap-
pointed as to the event to take place, but that is no evidence that the
imovetrjent was 0ot in the order of the Lord, and a fulfillment of Proph-
iecy. Those that ““cast their garments in the way,”” and eried  Ho~
sanna do the Son of David,” 2s Jesus rode into Jerusalem, entirely
wistook the object of the first Advent, yet that display was a]l'necessary
to fulfill Zech. ix, 9. The Pharisees said, ** Master, rebuke thy disci-
ples.”” Jesus answered, ** 1 tell you, that if these'should lold their peace,
the stones would immediately ery out.””  If such an exhibition should
take place at this day, a thousand voices would be raised pronouncing it
¢ Mesmerism.”  Our ““ mistake,” as it is called, at 1he seventh month,
was of the same natore as that of the disciples. They had an opportu-
nity of learning the ohject of the first Advent. Adventists have a cliance
to learn the events that in order precede the Second Advent. No doult
but many who joined in the general shout of * Hosanna to the Son of
David,” were afterwards ashamed of it, and perhaps made their * con-
fession ™ to the Pharisecs.  Adventists should not be ashamed of the
very experience that called them from the workl and churches, and has
made them Adventsts.  Consistency requires them to own their expes
rience, or give up the Advent name.

Jesus did not rehuke the shouting multitude.  He.sliowed the neces-
sity for thely giving vent to their joy, vet they were not to realize their
expectations. He did not rebuke us {or giving the seventh month crys
He blessed us ahundantly in proclaiming it, though we werc to be dis-
aprointed. Here we will give'extracts fiom the ¢ Advent Herald " for
Nov. 13, 1844, J. V. Himes, S. Bliss, and A. Hale, Editors, which
give tho right view of the seventh month mceement,

i
i

¢ The alarm was everywhore made; the ery was every where given,
And again we can see that God was with us. Tt wus a soul-purifying
work ; and the ehildren of God bowed themselves in his presence,” and
received blessings to thieir souls, unprecedented in the history of the
Advent cause. And yet we are disuppointed-—tire day passed away
and we were still beve.” o7 -

¢« And we vegard it as another. and a more SEARCHING TEST,
than the first prociamation of the time. It has scarched Jerusalem as
with candles; and it has puvged out the old leaven. Tt has tested tha
‘hearts of all who hasard it, and awakened a love for 1he Lord's uppear-
iine : ot it has cailed forth a hatred, more or less perceivable, but known
o Gaod, of his eoming. Tt has drawn 4 line, and awukened sensibilities,
'ep that those who will cxamntoe their own hearls, may know on which
lgide of it they wonld have been found, had the Lord come—whether
they would have exclaiwed, Lo, this is our Ged, we have waited far
nim and he will save us: or whether they would huve calied to tle
irocks and mountains to fall on them to hids thew Nom the face of H m
lthat sitieth or the thvone, and from the wyath of the Lamb.  God thus,
jas we budieve, has tested his people, bas tried their fiith, has proved
them, and seen whether thay would shrink, in the hour of wial, from
the position in which iTe might s2¢ fit 10 place them; aud whether they
would relinguish this world aad rely with impieit confidence in the
word of Gol.  Aud we s much bolieve that we have done the will «f
God in thas souading the wlarm, as wo bolieve that Jonal did when te
enteved into Mincvah a diy s journey, and oried, saving, ¢ vet foriy
days and Ninevah shall he evesthrown.” D mevah was not theu over-
shrown : nor has the Lord yet wroozht delwerauce in the eatih, or the
inhabitanis of the world fuilen. Was Jonah a filse | repliet when he
preachel the time of Ninevil's deatruction ! Noj he haa ouly preacu-
ed the preaching that God bad bid him.” .

¢ Tha preaching of Jusnh served us a test to the inhabitants of Nine-
vah, and accotnplishod God's purpeses, as moei 5s 1t wonld have doue
had the eity novishel, S we believe that THIS LAST CRY HAS
BERN A TEST ; and that with vur views of daty, we should us much
have sinned against Gud, had we refraincd from giving that message
as Jonah did when ¢ he yes2 up to floe unto Tarshish from the prosence
of the Lord ;* that we should as much have sinned, had we refused to
give haed to it, as the Nincvites would, in refusing to repent at his
preaching; and that all who are angry that we have preached a time
whieh has nat been reahized, are as suilty as Jonah was, when die was
angry and prayed to the Lord to take fes life from lum, becauso God
had spared that great city ; and thoy may well ask themselves as God
asked Jouah, ¢ Dosst thou welt tobe angry U’ Wethes have av {nstancn
on record where God has jostitied the proaching of fime, sluoughiie
event did not oceur as predicted.” .

¢ We have, also, tn tha oase of Abraham, when he withheld not his
only son, an tustaneo where God alone designed to try the faith of his
servant. When he was comamanded to get him to Moant Moriah, aid -
to offor up lsaue 28 2 burnt olicting, it was his duty to obey Godg to set
in accordance with hie belicf. Yidd Abralem stepped o fuquire if he
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tnight not after all be mistaken, he would have sinned ; but, helieving
God, and accounting that he was able to raise him even from !he vdeagi,
he laid his only son upon the altar and stretehed forth the knife in his
hand to slay him. God thus having tested him and proved his faith,
gpared him the offering ; * for,” said God, “ now 1 know that thou f'eare?E
f?ud, seeing thou hast not withholden thy son, thine np]y son from me.

No one will say that Abraham was mistaken in believing thut he was to
slay his son ; but God chose this very way to test Ah'ls.fa‘nh. Even so do
we believe that Gou permitted the preaching of this last time for the
same purpase tespecting his children now, 1o test their faith.”

The * Herald ”* for Oct 30, says,—'* At first the definjle titie was
generally oppased ; but theve seemed to he an irrosistible power attend-
ing its proelamation, which prostrated all before it. It swept over the
land with the veloeity of 2 tornado, and it veached hearts in different and
distant places almost simultaneonsty, and in a manper which can he ac-
counted for only on the supposition that GOD WAS IN IT. Tt produ-
ced everywhere the most deep searchiog of heart and humiliation of soul
before the God of high heaven, It causcd a weaning of affections from
the things of this world—a healing of controversies and animosities—a
confession of wrongs—a hreaking down before Gud, and penitent, bro-
ken hearted supplications to him for pardon and acceptance. 1t caused
self abasement and prostration of soul, such as we never before wituess-
ed, -

The lecturers among the Adventists were the Jast to emhrace the
views of the time, and the move prominent ones came into it last of all.
1t seemed not to be the work of men, but tu be bronght ahout against
the will of men. The several Advent papers eame inta the view only
at a late hour: and this paper was the last to raise its voice in the
spread of the ery. For a long time we were determined to take no part
in the movement, either in oppositiun or in the advocaey of it. We af-
terwards endeavored to point out what we considered o be a few inae-
curacies in the arguments nsed, but which did aot materially aflect the
result. It was not anti] within about twe weeks of the commeneement
of the seventh month, that we were particularly impressed with the pro-
gress of the movement—when we had such a view of it, that to oppose
it, or even to remain silent longer, seemed to us to be opposing the
work of the Holy Spirit, and in entering upon the work with all our
gouls, we could but exclaim, ¢ What were we, that we should resist
God? It seemed to us to have heen so independert of buman agency.
that we could but vegard it as a fulfilinent of the * midnight cry.’ after
the tarrying of the bridegroom, and the slumbering and sleeping «f
the virgins, when they were all to arise and trim their lamps.  And this
last wiork seems to have been done ; for there has never been a time he-
fore when the respective Advent bands were in so good a state of pre:
paredness for the Lord’s coming.”

¢ In view of all the circumstances attending this movement, the bless:
ed effect it has producea on the minds of God’s children, and the hatred
and malice his enemies have displaves], we muststill regard it as the trac
midnight ery.  And if we lave a few days in which to try our faith, i
is still in accordance with the parable of the ten virgins: for when thes
had all arisen and trimmed their lamps, there was still to be a time
when the lamps of the foolish virgins would be gone out. This coule
not be without a passing by of the 10th day; for till that time theb
lamps would burn.  There must, therefore, he a passing by of thatday.
for the foolish to give up their faith, as there must of 1843, for the tar-
rying time.”

_Says the ** Voice of Truth,” Nav. 7, 1844,—* We cheerfully admis
that we have been mistaken in the nefure of the event we expecte
would oceur on the tenth day of the seventh month; but we cannot ves
admit that our Great lligh Priest did not on that very day, AC( OM-
PLISH ALL THAT TIIE TYPE WOILLD JUSTIFY US TO EX-
PECT. WENOW BELIEVE HE DID.”

** We thinlt the parable uf the ten virgins clearly tells where we are.
The proclamation of the tenth day of the seventh manth, we believe was
the midnight ery, when all, not a part, of the virgins arose and trinuned
their lamps. This work continued until the tenth day passed.’’

Testimonies of this kind can be given to great length from the pens of|
Miller, Marsh, Cook, Brown, Mansfield, Fassett, Noedham, Porter,
Shipman and others; but what we have given shaws the faith of th
Advent bady in the seventh month cry, a short time after the time pass-
ed. We do not, by any means, base out faith on their testimony; wi
give it only to show that our_present position relative to the ery in the
parable, is the same-as was held hy the entire body of Advent brethrer
when Ged was with them, when they were united, and wanifesied the
-gpirit of the gospel.

Says the ¢ Herald " for Nov. 6, 1844, et each and all see to i
‘that the lesson we have received be not lost upon us, * Lot us hold fast

that unto which we have attained. Let none go back, nor look hack w
Remember Leot's wife. Keep low in the valley of hamiliation, at th:
foo@ of the cross. Let no man draw baek unto pardition. Now is th
trying moment. Persevers a little longer aud all will be gained. G
ck now, and all is Jost.”

_ Such excellent advice as the above, cheered the drooping ‘spirits of

the dfsabﬁbi,nted', yet waiting sainis who had consecrated all for th

kingdem. Had the * Horald” continued to exhort the brethren to: hal¢
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1fast and not loose the lesson received in the seventh menth ery, thous-
ands, doubtless, would have been kept from the spitit ¢f the world, and
would now have living faith in the coming of Christ, who have giveb up
their hope. But when the ** Herald,”” and ¢ Voiee of Truth,” changed
their pusition, gave up the past work of God, and many of the leaders
provounced the seventh menth movement the result of ¢ mesmeriem,”
'the Advent body was shaken well nigh to picces. It was said at the
Albany Conference in 1845, ¢ The seventh tmonth movement produzed
meserism seven feet deep !’

« And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and they that
were ready, went in with him to the murviage, and the door was shut.”’

The foolish asking for oi}, when the midnight cry was given in the
parable, we think represents the inquiries for Hght made by those who
were half-hearted, and were moved with fear only at the proclamation
of the seventh month message. DBut the five wise virgins, in the history
of the marviage, had nene to syare. Tley directed the foolish to go and
buy. 'This strikingly illustiates our position, and the nature of our
messagze in giving the ery. The time had then come when one could
not depend upon another. Tach of these who heard the ery must Lave
a living experience of his own. ¢ Go to God for yourself for light,”
was 2 common reply to those who asked for it. ‘

“ And while they went to huy the bridegronm came,”” &c. Here it
may bo asked i’ we believe that the bridegroom came in 1844, To thia
we answer, No, we do not.  The eomning of the bridegroom was in the
history of the castern marriage, which must be kept distinet from Ad-
vent history. But that an event conuected with Advent history, which
may be ““Jikened *' to the coming of the bridegroom in the parable has

taken place, we will show.

The 2300 days was the main pillar of the Advent theory. At their
termination the Sanctuary was to be cleansed. It wus inferred that the
cleansing of the Sanctaary was the burning of the world at the seeond
soming of Christ.  And we understood Dan. viii, 14, as though it read
Unio 2300 days, then Christ will come, and at his coming the earth,
sanctuary, will be renovated and made new. That the 2300 days com-
nenced B. ¢. 457, was made clear 1 1842 3844, and has since been
setled in the * Herald »* of 1850 and 85T, beyond a doubt. It has
ieen shown thay Christ was crucified A. p. 31, in the midst [middle] of the
/0th week. therefore the 70 weeks terminated in the autumn of A. b, 34,
ind the £300 d1ys consequently terminated in the autumn of 1844. See
No. £ of the ¢ Review and IHerald.”

But Christ did nat eome at the end of the days, and the earth remains
mehanged.  Thercfure we shall do well to seurch more carefully, and
ee if the earth, or the land of Canaan is the Sanctuary. Ouly three
2xts [Ex. xv, 17 Ps. Ixxviil, 54 ; Isa. Ixiii, 18] have been quoted to

rove that the carth, or the land of Canaan is the Sanctuary, and when
hey are compared with their connection, they really disprove the roint
hey are gaid to prove. See No. 4 of the ** Review and Herald,"—
\Iso, the articles on the Sanctuary by O. R. L. Crusier, in the pamph-
at, “* Advent Roview," pages 37—48, and No. 10 of the ** Review
ud Herald.”

As the 2300 days reach dawn into the gospel dispensation, we shonld
eek the signification of the Sanctuary to be’ cleansed at their end, from

-he New Testament. Puul hes written a commentary upon the typical

aw, and has ehown us clearly fhe tree Sanctuary in heaven that has ta-
‘en the place of the earthly, the only thing that can properly he called
God's Sunctaary in the gospel dispensation. We will here guote from
his epistle to the Hebrews.

* Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service,
ind a worldly sanctuary.  For there was a tabornacle made; the first
wherein was the.candlestick, and the table, and the shew-bread ; which
s called tlie sanctuary. And after the seepnd vail, the tabernacle which

| § called the holiest of all ;” which kad the golden ceuser, and the ark of

"he covenant overkaid round ahout with gold, wharein was the golden
wt that had manna, and Aaven’s rod that hudded, and the tables of the
wvenant. And over it the cherubime of glorv shadowing the mereya-
seat.; of which we egnnat now sneak partienlarlv. Naw when these

| hings were thus ordained, the priests went ‘always into the first tabernaa

As, aceomplishing the service ot God: But into the second went the
1igh priest alone once every year '*—Chap. ix, 1—7,

¢ Now of the thirigs which we have spoken this is tha sum: W have
'nc!n' an high priest; who js set on the right hand.of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens: a ‘minister of the Sanctuary, and of the true

ahernacle, which the Lord pitched and not man. ~ . . . . For if he were

~n earth, he should riot he a priest. [Here is positive proof that Christ's
‘:'rlesth__oo&’was not fulfilled on-earth at the time of the fivet advent, bub,
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that it was to be fulfilled in hewvon, afler his ascension,] sening that

there are priests that offer gifts aceording to the law.  Whe servs 1 nto
the example and shadow of HEAVENLY THINGS, as Mios
ndmonished of God when he was about to make the whernacle: for sr»
(saith he) that thon make all things according o the pattern shiowed (o
thee i the mount,”’—Chaptor viii, 1.5,

The ¢ pattern » that was shown to Mases in the Mouut wos ihe
“ Trac Tabernacle,” or Sarnctuary in heaven, of which Chyist was 1o
be a Minister or Priest in the gospel.dispensation.
God and follow the ““ pattern ¥’ It he did, then we have overwhelm:
ing evidence that the type is a perfect guide to the substance, the heas-.
enly things themselves. Tt will lead us to a correct view of the priest-
hood of Christ in the heavenly Sanctuary. |

The place fur the ** candlestick ™ in. the typical Sanctnary was the
Holy Place. See Heb. ix, 2. John had a view of Christ & ». 46,
Priest in the Holy Plase of the heavenly Suncwuary, e says:

And being turn-

Did Moses oboy

{
!
A |
ed, I saw seven golden caudlesticks; [** And thou shalt make the seven,
lamps thercof: and they shall light the Jamps thereof, &e."—Ex. xxv,|

37;] And in the midst of the seven candlesticks, one hke unto the Son:
of man, clothed with a garment down to the fiot.”’—Rev. i, 12, 13. !

“t And 1 turned to see the voice that spake with me,

The only place for the Atk of the covenant in the typical Sanciuary’
was in the Most Holy Place, within the second vail.  This most s:‘\('.‘m'lt
place is called the * tabernacle of the testimony.”” The Most Ioly.
Place of the heavenly Sanctuary was to be opened under the soundirg
of the seventh angel, just before the Second Advent, and the Ark oi'the,
covenant was then to be seen by the church. The eleventh chapter of
Revelation gives the events under the sounding of the seventh angel.,
One is as follows :

¢ And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in his temple the avk of his testament.”’—Rev. ix, 19,

« And after that T Joaked, and hehold, the temple of the tabernacle of
the testimony in heaven was opened.”’—Rev. xv, 5.

Thus we have sufficient proof that the distinct Holies, furniture amd=
holy vessels of the hcuvénly Sanctuary exist, as really as did those of]
the carthly. When Moses received instructions how to make even the
golden tongs and snuf-dishes, the Lord said to him, *“ And look that
thou make ther after their pattern, which was shown thee in the mount.”’
Ex. xxv, 38—40.

The earthly Sanctuary was cleansed on the tenth day of the seventh
month, at the end of 364 days. That cleansing was not because the
Sanctaary of itself was unclean, but ¢ because of the uncleanness of the
children of Israel, and because of their transgressions in all 1heir sins.”
The heavenly Sanetuary, for the same reason, was to be
Says Paul,—

Lev, xvi, 16.
cleansed at the end of the 2300 days.

¢« But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands.” It was
thereforc necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be
purified with thesc; hut the heavenly things themselves with better sac-
rifiess than these.”—Heb. ix, 11, 23.

In the typical law there were two atonements. One was for tho for-
giveness of sins, while the priests only entered the Holy; and to make
it, they could enter that apartment ** always,”” or daily. The other was
the yearly atonement for the cleansing of the Sanctuary, while the high
priest alane entered the ¢ Holtest of all.”” Ttwas on the tenth day of]
the seventh month. On that duy a change took place in the services of|
the Sanctuary. “The tahernacle of the festimony’ of the earthly
Sanctuary, that had been closed for 364 days, was on that day opencd.
While speaking of the priests who officiated in the worldly Sanctuary,
the Apostle says:

5 Who serve unto the EXAMPLE and SHADOW of HEAVENLY
THINGS, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to
muke the tabernacle: for, See (saith he) that thou make all things ac-
cording to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount.”’—Heb. vii’, 5.

Here let it be.elearly understaod that the services connected with the
two atonements of the law, were an *¢ czample and shadow of keavenly
thiags," that is, the heavenly things, or priesthood of Jesus Christ, the
substance or body, cust its shadow buack into the Jewish age. Andto
make it still more sure that the services of the earthly Saunctuary, the
s¢ shadow,”” weve framed from the then future services of the heavenly
Sanctuary, the ¢ good things to come,” the Aposile adds, that when
Moses was about to make the tabernacle, he was charged to ¢* make

Towas

.
KUty
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manistration in the Holy, for 365 days, then a change took place in the
serviees of the worldly Sanctuary. "The bigh priest entered the Most
Holy, on the tenth duy of the seventh mouth, and ou that dav made an
atenement for the eleansing of the Sanctuary.

This change was yearly,
,Bat no such ehange was to take place in the services of the heavenly
Sanctuary uvutil the cnd of 2300 prophetic days. ¢ Unto 2300 dayé,
[then shall the Sanctuary be cleansed,” said the angel to Daniel.  The
slaying of beasts in the law was repeated daily and yearly; but Charist
,was slain but once.  The daily atoneruent was continued only 364 days
ihefor‘e the services of the earthly Sanctuary changed, and the tenth day
atonement for the cleansing of the Sanctnary was introduced.  But in
‘the priesthood of Jesus Christ, his eontinnal intercessions in the Holy

i

‘Place ot the heavenly Sunctuary, were to continne more than 1800
l!years, down to the end of the 2300 days, [years.] which was the autnmn
‘of 1841, when a change was to take place in his mediation. He could
*ino longer be a “ Minister” in the Holy Place for all the world, as he
‘had been for motre than 1800 years, for the time had eome for the heav-
Ilenly Sauctuary to he cleansed. Jesus, thercfore, on the tenth day of
:the seventh manth 1844, at the end of the 2300 days, having closed his
mediation for all the world, must pass into the Most Holy Place, within
‘the second vail, or into that apartment of the © Temple of God in heav~
ten ' called the ¢ tabernacle of the testimony.”” ¢ Testimony’’ here means
‘the ten commandments, which in the typical Sanctuary were placed in
the * Holiest of all.”” This change in the position of our Great High
Priect is illustrated by, and may well be ¢ likened ”’ to the coming of
the bridegroom in the parable of the ten virgins. The priesthood of
Christ is “ unchangeable” in this respect, it does not pass from him to
‘another as did the Levitical priesthood ; but that a change was to take
place in his position and ministration, at the end of the 2300 days, is

clear.

It is said that the view that Adventists have fulfilled the parable of
alatt. xxv, 1-—12, leads to spiritualism. This may be true; but take
natice, this is not our position. The coming of the bridegroom is in the
history of the marriage. Qur position is, that a change has taken place
in the position and work of our literal High Priest in the literal Sane-
tuary in heaven, which is to he compared to the coming of the bride-
groom in the marriage. This view is a perfert safeguard against spir-
itualistn. We pot only believe in a literal Jesus, who is a ¢ Minister
of the Sanctuary,” but we also betieve that the Sanctuary is literal.—
And more, when John says that he saw ¢ one like the Son of man* *“in
\he midst of 1he soven candlesticks,”” that is, in the Holy Place, we
know not how to make the candlestick spiritual, and the Son of man
literal. ‘We therefore believe thot both are literal, and that John saw
Jesus while a * Minister ” in the Holy Place. John also had a view of
another part of the Sanctuary, which view applies to the time of the
sounding of the seventh angel. He says, ¢ The temple of God was
opencd in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ARK OF HIS
TESTAMENT.” Rev. xi, 19. Also, ¢ The tabernacle of the testi-
mony was opered in heaven.” Chap. xv, 5. This being an event to
take place under the sounding of the seventh angel. it could be fulfilled
at no other time than at the end of the 2300 days. The Most Holy, eon-
taining the Atk of the tet commandments, was then opened for our Great
High Priest to enter to makd atonement for the cleansing of the Sanctu-
ary. Jf we take the liberty o say there is not a literal Ark, comaining
the ten commandments in heaven, we may go only a step further and
deny the literal City, and the literal Son of God. Certainly, Advent-
ists should not chouse the spiritual view, rather than the one we have
presented,  We see no middle ground to be taken.
¢« Aud they that were ready, went in with him to the marriage.
The inquiry is often made, Haw did true believers go in with Christ 1o
the marriage in 18441 To this we reply, the going in, and shut door,
is in the history of the marriage, The teu virgins had literal lamps,
Jiterally walked forth, and the ** wise” went in with the bridegroom,
od a literal door was shut. Not so in Advent history. Those therc«
ore who contend that the going in must be literally fulfilled by the

saints entering the New Jerusalem, or some other place, should also
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roike tha lLinps, guing forth, and knosking, literal. At the seventh
month, 1344, we were ealled ont from the world. At the tenth, m:rJ
sympathy was wholly with the expected Jesus, Previous to this, W

were warning the world with tears to be ready for the Lord's coming §
but on that day, or about that time, our labor for unbelievers rolled off]
from s, and an unsesn hand drew us away from the warld, and shut us
np in sweet communion with Jesus. The thrilling testimonies of lead
ing brethren, published after the tenth, and the experiernce of the entire
bedy of Adveut hrethren establish this point, The clivrch of Christ,
since tho day of pentceost, has not experienced so sudden and so great a
change in labor and feeling, as Adventists experienced in 1844. A few
days befove the tenth of the seventh month, thousands were running to
and fro, giving the cry, and papers containing the message wcre scat-
tered everywhere, like the lcaves of autumn. But about the tenth, ev-
ery Advent paper was stopped, and the traveling hrethren retarned to
their homes; feeling that they had given their last message to the world.

The state of feeling throughout the entire body of Advent brethren cawr
be sccounted for in no other way, than that a change then took place in
the position of the *“ vine,” [Jesus,] and the living ¢ branches ™ felt it,
And as he ceased to plead for the world, and moved within the seeond
vail, the living branches were called away from the world, and their
sympathy was with Jesns, and with each other, '

This well compares with the wise virgins in the parable going in to
the marriage. We might here remark also that on the day of atone-
ment for cleansing the earthly Sanctuary, the high priest bore into the
Holiest, upon the breast-plate of judgment, the names of all Jsrael that
could be benefited by the tenth day atonement. Thus our High Priest
bore in, on the tenth day of the seventh month, 1844, all that had not re-
jected light and truth sufficient tu be cut off from Israel. In this way
the branches were borne in with the Vine.

“ And the door was shut’> This also was a literal door in the mar-
riage, and was designed to illustrate an important cvent connecied with
Advent histors, which we have already referred to in our remarks upon
the coming of the bridegroom, and the going in with him to the mar-
riage. Christ, the ¢ Minister of the Sauctuary, and of the True Tab-
ernacle,’’ was to officiate in the anti-typical daily minisiration, until the
termination of the 2300 days. Then that work for the world was to
cease forcver ; and he was to pass within the second vail, and enter up-
on the work of cleansing the Sanctuary. This subject is made very
elear by the following, addressed to the church of brotherly leve.

¢ And to the angel of the church in Philadelplia write ; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he!
that OPENETH. and no man SHU [‘TET!{ and SHUTTETH, ‘and
ne man OPENETH : I know 1hy works; behold, I have SET BI-
FORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND NO MAN CAN SHUT

I'T; for thou hast a htlle strength, and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name.’

- This language is addressed to only onc church of the seven. Ad-
ventists have agreed in applying them to seven periods, ot states of the
church. ~This language does not apply to the Sardis, [nominal church,]'
neither to the Laodicean church ; but to the Philadelphia, the church of
Brotherly Love, that came out of the different sectarian bodics, and
were united 1n the Advent faith in 1844. All denominational tenets
were laid aside, and although the Advent brethren came out from the
different sects, yet all weré perfectly united on the great subjeet of|
Christ’s coming. To this church, one door is opened, while another is
shut. ¢ Behold, I set before thee an open. door.” This door Christ
opens, while he- shuts ‘another. As the Philadelphia church applies to
Ro other period than the-time of the termination of the 2360 days, when
Christ closed his work for the world in the Holy, and opened the door
of the * Holiest of all,” the conclusion seems irresistible that the open
and shut door of Rev. i, 7, 8, refers to the ehange in the position and
work of our Great High Priest in the heavenly Banctuary. He then
closed the work or-¢¢ door !? of the daxly ministration in the Holy, and
opened the door of the Most Holy. *¢ The tabernacle of the testimony **
was then opened ; but hefore this could be done, the ‘“ door,” or work
of Christ's continnal mediation in the Holyhad to be closed. This may
well be ‘¢ likened *’-to the shut door in the parahle.

The idea that ‘the door of God’s mercy is closed, or ever was to be
closed to thosé who do not. reject the offers of merey, is not found in the
Bible. No such door is menuoned in Scripture. But that there ever
has been a point, beyond which men may go, where, according to the
plan of sslvation, the intercession of Christ could not benefit them, is
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evident. The Jewish church, having rejected and condemned Chrigt,”
could not be hencfited hy his mediation in the Holy. The nominal
Gentile chureh, as a body, having rejected the Sccond Advent, cannot
be benefited by his interecssions in the Most Holy.

Says the objector, T believe that Jesus ie still on the mercy-seat.”
To this we reply, that Jesus never was on the mercy-seat, and never
will he. The place for the merey-seat is over the Ark contzining the
ten commandments, in the Most HolyPlace. Jesus did not enter that
'apartment til] the end of the 2300 days, much more, take his position
upan the meres-seat. This is one step further than we can possibly go.
We do believe, however, that Jesus entered the ¢ tabernacle of the testi-
mony * at the end of the 2300 days, and now stands before the mercy-
scat, pleading his bloud before the Father, in our behlf. There he
stands an intercessor between the Father and the scattered members of
his body, ready to pour salvation and mercy ou those who zealously re-
pent of their backslidings, turn to God with the whole heart, and re-
ceive the present truth. Oh, may God waks up the Laodiceans, and
Jead them by the power of his Spirit and truth to the open door, which
presents to our view Jesns in the Ifuliest, standing beside the Axk of
the ten commandments.  Atnen,

¢« Afterward come alse the other virgins, saying, Lord, lord, open to

us. But ke answered and said, Verily, 1 say you, I know you
not.”

The wise virgins in the history of the marriage, entered in, and a Tit-
eral door was shut, and the foalish eame to that shut door, fully expect-
ing to enter. Our Saviour has shown us the application ot this portion
of the parable in the following text.

“ When once the Master of the house is risen up and hath shut to the
door, ard ye hegin to stand without and to kuock at the door, Suying,
Lord Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I
know you not whence ye are,”’—Luke xiii, 25.

The foolish, in the parable, knocked at a literal door. Christ has
shown us that the ery ¢ Lord, Lord,” afier the Master of the house
[Jesus] should rise up [from his mediation for the world in the Holy] is
the event connected with Advent history, that may be ¢ likened ”” unto
it. Tt is evident that the five foolish, in the parable, fully expected to
enter. I not. they were indeed foolish to come and seek admissior,
when they knew they could not ester.  These who suy ¢« Lord, Lord,”’
and seck the presence and favor of Gad, after Jesus rises wp from his
jmnediation in the Holy Place, arve laburing under a similar deception.—
.This leads us to a brief examination of the nature of the knocking.—
lSaxd Jesus,—

“ Ask, and it slall be given you, see\, anl ye shall find,
KNOCK, and it shall be opened unto you.''—Matt. vii, 7.

'T'he woxd knock, in this text represents earnost and urgent cries and
entreaties for the presence and favor of God, such as ever have been ne~
iccssary*in the conversion of men from sin to holiness. It is evident
ithat tho knocking, after Jesus has risen up from his mediation in the
Holy, is of the same nature. But those who thus ‘“ knock ” and say,
* Lord, Lord,”’ and seek the favor of God, are evidently under a simi-
lar deception to that of the five foolish, who expected admission after
the door was shut. not to he opened. If this pasition is correct, thea the
knocking will appear very much like the work of (zod in past time ; there-.
fore, we may expeet to sec what the churches and Adventists who have
gone back with them, call reformations., This is strikingly taught in
the following testimony from the Prophet:

“ They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the
Lord; [a mediator for all the world, in the Holy :] but they shall not
find him ; he bath withdrawn himself [to the Most Tloly] from them.—
They have dealt treacherouely against the Lord, for they have bepotten
STRANGE CHILDREN ; [apparent converts,] now shall a moath devom‘
them with their portions.”—Hosea v, 6, 7.

" Those who refuse te follow down the track of Prophecy, so as o learn
the present position and work of our Great High Priest, will ¢ knock,”’
or seek the Lord as a Minister in the Holy, where he is not. Terefore
they will not find him, and his present intercessions in the Most Holy
Place will not benefit them, any more than the blood of beasts, and the
services of the priests in the wordly Sanctuary benefited the Jewish na~
tion, after Christ ascended on high, & Minister of the * True Taberna-
cle’ in heaven. Had the Jews believed John and Christ, and then fol-
lowed down the track of Prophecy to the day of Pentecost, they would'
have received the Holy Ghost, that was then poured out, which signifis
ed that the way of the heavenly Sanoctuary was then opened.
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But it may be said that those represented by the foolish virgins will!
not knock until Christ comes, or not until they know that the door is
shut against them. To this we reply, that as the foolish in the parable
expected admission, so will those who knock after the Master of the
bouse is risen up. This seems very necessary that one should be ¢ com-
pared’* with the other. Also, the Bible teaches that men wiil not say,
“ Lord, Lord, open unto us,” when Christ comes, or when they know
that the door is shut. Their only desire and object will then be to flee
and hide from his presence. Those who knock say, ¢ Lord, Lord,
OPEN UNTO US.” They desire his presence. But when they are
sppriscd of their real condition, their ery will be, ** Mountains and rocks
fall on us, and HIDE US FROM the face of him that sitleth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.”* Those who can make the
words, ¢ hide us from,” &c. mean “ open nnfo us,”” will probably still
apply the knocking to the futare, afier men know that they are lost.—
But Scripture and reason teach that the knocking should be applied to
the period of time beginning at the end of the 2300 days, in 1844, and
closing in the great day of wrath, at the point of time when men will be
made to know that the door is shat.

We have now gone through with the history of the marriage, and
have seen that it compares well with Advent history. And that all the
events in Advent history, that were to be *¢ likened” to the correspond-,
ing events in the marriage, ave in the past, excepting the knocking,
which applies rot only to the past and present, but mvre especially to
Satan’s last hour of deception and triumph, that is just before us. Wesay,
therefore, that the time has come for the fulillment of our Saviour’s
words, ¢ THEN shall the kingllom of heaven by likeued unto ten vir-
gins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom,”
&c. Now they can be compared, for the events of both are history.—
May the servants of the Lord be endowed with meckness and heavenly
wisdom, 80 as to compare the 1wo in such a manner that the scattered
flock may see their present position, and be ready to hail with joy the
King of glory, * wien he shall return fram the wedding.”

But it may be asscrted that the church is the bride of Christ, and that
the marriage cannot take place till Christ comes to earth to take his peo-
ple to himself. We have not space to take up the subject of the bride
zt this time as we should be glad 1o, and answer every objection, but!
will present a verv few ideas. Said the Angel to John, ¢ Come hither,i
T will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.,””  Well, this is the very
thing we wish to understand. The angel promised to show John the’
bride. and if he showed him the church, then it is forever setiled that|
the church is the bride of Christ. Oue pesitive testimony is worth more!
on this poiat, or any other, than a hundred inferences. But what did!
the angel show to John in fultitiment of his promisc that he would show
him the bride? Let John answer.

+ And he curried mo away iu the Snirit to a great and high mountain,
and shewed me that Great City, the Holy Jerusalem, descending oot of
heaven from God,”? Rev. xxi 9, 10.

Then instead of the bride being the chureh, it is the < Great City, the
-Holy Jerusatem.” But, says an objector, * It will take 2 greatdeal to
make me believe that a City, made of different kinds of stone js the
bride of Christ.. Let me say, my brother, your objecdon is against the
plain testimony of the Bible. If you object to that, we can say nothing
to help you. - Do be reconciled with the word of God. But, really, is
it not as easy to credit the testimony of the beloved disciple, when
he testifics that the Holy Jerusalem is the bride of Christ, as that

of Paul that the Ncw Jerusalem is the mother of the church? Says
Paul: * But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of
usall.” Gal.iv,26, Itwmay also be said, that itis hard to believe
that a literal city of stones is the mother of the church. But Advent-
ists should not be ** slow of heart’ to believe Bible testimony.

The principle Scripture brought to prove that the church is the bride
of Christ, is Eph. v,22—33. But it should fist be particularly no-
tioed, that Paul’s subject is the duty of husband and wife. Thg union
that should exist between them ig strikingly illustrated by the umon'thz.xt
exists between Christ and the church. But the Apostle does not inti-
mate that the churchis the bride of Christ. Those who use this text to
prove that the church is the bride, infer that it is so, mersly because
Paul chose the union existing bev#een Christ and the church, to show
the duty of man and wife. Those who have had much to say upon the
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to the bride, on sach a weak 10 orence, which contradits the plain testi-
mohy of Jokn. Rev. xxi, 9, 10,

Christ ig the < everlasting Father” of his people, [Isa. ix, 6,] the
New Jerusalewn the mother, [Gal. iv, 26.] and the members of ths
church of Christ are the children.  Soon the wholo family in heaveu
and in earth will be gathered. Tha view that tha church is the byide of
Christ. not only unites by marriage, the father with the children, but the
bridegroom with the guests. It should here he understood that the vir-
gins in the parable were not the bride. They represcnt the church,
while the bride represents the New Jernsalem, the Lamb's wife. This
fact being understood, we may now see that the marriage of the Lamb
takes place in heaven, where the bride is, hetore he evmes to call forth
the sleeping saints, and te change the living righteous. For when he
comes, be does not come to the wedding, but returns from the. wedding.
Says Jesus :

¢ Let your loius be girded about, and your lights bhurnmg, and ye
vourselves like nnto men that wait for their Lord, when he will R¥-

TURN FROM THE WEDDING.” Luke xii, 35, 30«

The marriage of the king’s son [Mart. xxii, 1—14,] was designed to
illustrate the same as the parable of the ten virgins, though its applica-
tion may embrace move. There was a period in the marriage of tho
king’s son, whea the king came in to examine the guests He found
one destitute of a wedding garment, who was bound hand and foot, and
cast out. Now this is an important portion of the parable, and has a
direct application, as well as the other parts of it. But it is perfectly

‘impossible to make any application of it to the view of the marriage,

that the church is the bride, and that the marriage takes place at, or
after the Second Advent. For it cannot be supposed that Christ, at his
sceond coming, would take any to himself, 1fto the air, or into the City,
who were unprepared, and npon examination would be found destitute
of what may be represented by a wedding garment, and have to be east
out into the earth again! DBut apply the marriage where it should be
applied, to the preparatory scenes of the coming of the Son of man,
and all is elearly understood. )

As we are now in the time of the marriage, we may expect a mes-
sage to be given, that will test and try those who have been called out
from the world and churches, by thosc messages that brought them to
the time of the marriage in 1844, The work of this message will com-
pare with the examination of the guests in the marriage. And we be-
lieve that the thivd angel's message is just such a test, by which the
guests ate now being examined.  If there had been ne danger of some
losing their garments in this trying time, in which the saiots were to
wait for the return of the Lord from the wedding, then there would have
been no need of the caution, ¢* Blessed is he that watchath, and keep-
eth his garmeuts, lest he walk nuked, and they see his shame.”” Rev.
xv, 15. Those who have drawn “back,” we fear ‘“to perdition,”
have been improparly cailed foolish virgins. It seems evident that
those who really believed the Lord's coming in 1844, and acted out
their faith, are represented by the wise virgins. Such had their names
horne in with Christ to the marriage. But their state is represented by
the man destitute of a wedding garment. We must now leave this in-
teresting subject for the present, and may God add his blessizg.

We have hastily written out this subject, and doubiless our readers
‘will discover many defects we shall, however, be happy to answer all
reasonable objections and inguiries relative to it. V.

Tue SpveNTH AnceL.—It is reasonable to believe that the three woe
angels at least are ali of the same nature. The fifth and sixth angels

are understood to be symbols. The seventh is a symbol also, and not the
literal trump that is to wake up the sleeping saints at the coming of Christ.
When the trump of God is heard, the saints then come forth, and the
living righteous are changed ** in 2 moment, 1n the twinkling of an eye,
and are caught away from the earth.”” But the seventh angel is to

sound for days, evidently years.
« But in the DAYS of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall

begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath de-
clared to his servants the prophets.”” Rev. x, 7. )

The sounding of the fifth angel oceupied 150 years, and the sixth, 391
years and fifteen days. The sounding of the seventh angel is also to
ocoupy a period of years, Under the fifth was a series of events which
have transpired according to prophecy, also under the sixth. - There iz
also a series of events, predicted to take place under the sounding of the

jnsufficiency of inferential reasoning should not rest their faith relative
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weventh angel, which w2 will now briclly examing, Let the veader m‘rn;
AR ; here are N
and read Rev. xi, 15—19, and it will be scen that there are four events
1o take placé under the sounding of the seventh angel, and 1l'mt Qn‘ee m”;‘
First, ¢ the great voicesin heav-|

them are prioz to the Second Advent. : -
he kingdoms of onr

en, saying, the kingdoms of this world are begoxne’t : .
Lord ;”’ sceond, the “nations werg augry 3" third, “thy \V:I'ﬂth is ,c’nm‘e..
and fourth,  the time of the dead that they shoutd be judged,” which
gvent is introduced at the coming of Christ. Suys the Apostle

¢ | charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus C‘\mst’,’w
shall judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing and kingdom. N

The Second Advent intrbdures the judgment of ynick and dead,whien'
is the fourth event under the sounding of the seventh :mgc}. Threc;
ovents are therefore, then, in the past.  The proclamation of the rreaty
voices in heaven is a symwbol of the voice of the churenn on carth, the;

u'
i
i
|
1
:
i
i
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same as the angel with the everlasting gospel, [Rev. xiv, 6, 7.] flying},

thtoagh the midst of heaven, is a symbol of the Advent message, deli\‘*cr:\dE
by men. When Christ's universal kingdom is established, there wili be
b;n one kingdom existing ; but there is a sense in which the kingdoms,
[plural] of this world are to be Christ’s prior to the Second Ad'fent-lI
s Ask of me,’” says the Father to s Son Jesus Chr'st, * and Ishall;
give thee the heathien for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts o |
the carth for thy possession. Thon shait rule them with a rod of iien ,f
thou shalt dash them in picces like a potter’s vess2l.” Ps. 11, 8,9, 1le,

first asks, second, receives the kingdoms of the world, and third, dashes

them in piceces. This will be more clearly seen by the following, froml
the Prophet : |

#f saw in the night visicos, and behold, one like the Sen of man’
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient'af days, and,
they bronght him near before him. And there was given him dominian,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and langaages sloudd)
serve him.” Dan. vii, 13, 14, : !

This text has usually been applied to the coming of Christ ta this
world, to set up his cverlasting kingdom. But let it here be noticed
that there is not a word said about his coming to the earth. His com-
ing, in this text, is to the **Ancient of Days,” God the Father. This
was not fulfilled when Christ ascended to the Father, for these rcasaons.
First, his ascension was not to receive a kingdom : but te be a” Minister
in the heavenly Sanctuary. . Second, the fulfillinent of this portion of,
Dan. vii, comes after the 1260 years of Papal rule have ended. Dan-
iel saw the lien, Babylon, the bear, Media and Persia, the leopard, Gre-
cia, and the beast, dreadful and terrible with ten horns, Rome, He saw
three horns plucked up by the litde horn, Papacy, which continned 1260
years. 'This brings us down the track of Prophecy, within fifty-tiiree
years of the present time. Daniel then sees one like the Son of man
approaching the Ancicut of days, to receive 2 kingdora. It will not do

is text to Christ’s coming to this world, unless it can first bei < : A
to apply thist X ¢ ' B ’ - iregularly, and shall seud No. 13, and a few of the back Numbers.
shown that this earth is the residence of the person of God the Fa- I

ther, or that lie is to come to this world before the sacond cominy of

©Christ. The Prophets of God have represcnted Jehovah as dwelling
ahove the cherubim, in the heaven of heavens, and as looking down f'mml
botween them. 'This is the position of the “Ancient of duys ™ in
the heavenly Sanctuary. Therefore, the symbol presented-to Daniel in
Chap. vii, 13, 14, must represent our Great High Priest entering the
Most Haly Place, at the end of the 2300 days.

Christ’s ascension was that he might he a compassionate priest in the
True Tabernacle ; his coming to earth again will be to gather his saints
to himself, and to dash in pieces. But his coming to the *“Ancient of
days,” at the end of the 2300 days, was to rcceive dominion, glory and
a kingdom.” He has asked for the tertitory of his kingdom, and it is
his. He has claimed bis long promised right to David's throne. And
were it not for the four angels that were to hold the four winds, until
the servants of God should be sealed, the nations would be ruled with a
rod of iron, and dashed in pieces like a potter's vessel.

The voices in heaver, or the testimony of the church on earth, that
the kingdoms of this world are Christ's, may have been fulfilled in part ;
and it will be wholly fulfilled before the third angel’s message shall be
finished. As this message closes, the nations will become angry; for
the four winds will then be lenug gu.  This will be immediately fol-
lowed by the wrath of God, or the seven last plagues, which is the third
ovent under the sounding of the seventh angel. This is the same un-
mingled cup of. wrath mentioned in the solemn testimony of the third
angel. 'The following text shows that it is the seven last plagues.

t“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous ; seven an-
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geis having the seven last plagues ; for an them 48 filled up the u:ratk of
Ged.”” Rev, xv, 1.

The next cvent under the sounding of the seventh angel will be the
(judgment, which will oceupy the period of 1000 years. Then the New
"Heavens and the New Farth will appear, and God's ¢ servants, the I"rn~
Iphets,”” ard ““the saints™ will reccive their veward, Thotgh the giints
are made immortal at the coming of Christ, and rcign in judgment
with Christ 1000 years, vet they do not receive their full reward until
‘the glories of the earth made new are spread ot before them, and given
:ihem to posscss. Glarious reward indeed. ¢ Blessed are the meek,
.for they shall inherit the earth.”

«And shouldest destroy them that destray the earth.””  This will be
accomplished at the ¢nd of the 1000 yearg, when “fire"’ shall come **down
froin God, out of heaven,” dnd destroy the whole hqst of “Goz and
‘Alagoz.””  Thus we see the evenis to oceur under the sounding of the

!seventh angel extending quite through the 1000 years,

The s2cond woe extended down to August 11, 1840, and the third wos
nmediately followed, ¢ The second woe is past; and hehold the third
iwoe comath quickly.” Rev. xi, 1. We see no point from which to
.date th commencement of the s:venth angel, anly at the seventh month,
EL‘SH There atthe cnd of the 2300 days, Jesus entered the ** Holiest
iof all " to enter upoa the work of cleansing the Synctuary, and to ro-
fegive ¢ dominion, ocy and a kingdom.”’
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| Tur Parce. It scoms duty to suspend the publication of the pa-
jEpCl‘ for a 3w weaks, to attend the Conferences at Camden, and Milton,
[(N. Y.} and visit other places as the way may open. But we are satis-
;fwd that we must have a paper, and we would now suggest, that it may
be dety to have it published weekly. Docs not the cause of truth re-
fquire it?  Our brethren are scattered in a wide field, and can be visited
by the traveling brethren but seldom, and we thiuk they need the week-
'ly visits of a paper containing not only the evidences of vur position. but
lthe expeticuce of those who ure receiving the truth. and cheering
1zeounts of the work in different parts of the field.  Doubtles the breth-
ren would be free to write, and thus contribute to the interest of the
paper. Perhaps it should be published at a more central place, where
the publications could be obtained with less expense, and where we could
+go ont and spend the Sahbath with the brethren in different places.

We now ask the brethren to write freely relative to the above sug-
gestions.  Our Post Office address from the 18th to 1hc 23d of June will
be Camden N. Y. From the 25th to the 30th of June, West Milton,
Saratogo Co. N. Y. After that our address will be Paris, Mc. We
hope the friends of the cause will write.

Bra. J. Lindsey of Melbourne, (C. E.) informs us that the Review
and Herald has not been received there since No. 8. We have sont it

Bre. N. AU ML The paper is regularly sent to J. B. Bishop, and J.
Ward, Dudswell, (C. E.) and the money is receipted in No. 9.

DEAR BROTHER WHITE:—We have rezeatly been favored with a precjous
season of waiting on the Lord, in Conference. =~ A goodly nimmber of believers
were present. The Lard was better to s than our fears,” He condescended to
grace with his own especial presence, the very first of the meeting, and was with
us quile to the close.  Brethren Hi llis, Buker and Wheeler were present.  The
saving truths of the third ang-Vs message, ol past experience and present posie
tion, were clearly presented. . We think it might almost be said, 1hat on the holy
Sabbath perfert union prevailed. A deep sense of the needed preparation seeived
t5 possess each mind, and a willingness to mave forward in the fear of God, was
sweetly manifested, Truly, Ile was glovified in his saints. Oan the first day sev-
eral eatne into hear for themselves. ~ A conviction of the truth was evidently felt.
Some surprise was oxivressed to find the word preached so differently from the
representations of it, by those who have the folly to jullge a maiter before they
hear it.  Our hearts are greatly encouraged concerning the dear tried ones in the
region toundabout,  We are confident in the Lord that the savor of this mecting
will continue until our Grea. High Priest finishes the wark now progressing in
the hearts of his people. Three precious youth, who give good evidence that
thev not only love the coming kingdom, but ¢ the way’® 10 it, were haptized.—
Others wept freely. Praise God for what he is doing far the children, The de-
sire of our hearts is, that they may all be perfected in his truth and love, and be
counted worthy to escape the things that are coming on the earth.” We do feel,
as expressed by brother Dan’l Philips, that * this mesgage will go, for Gad 1# in
it.”” Blessed be the Lord, we are no longer alone in this vicinitv; but have state
ed meetines everv Subbath.  We hope to he favored with the fabors of those of
like precious faith, who wuifiy find it convenient to call on us.

Yours, in love of the truth,

East Bethel, May 28, 1851,

F. M. SaiMpER.
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