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From the Advent Herald of 1845,
Duties and Trials of our Position.

BY A. IIALE.

In all the great transactions of the Deity in ref-
erence to our race, he has seen fit to make known
to his people more or less of the plan on which he
intended to proceed; and he has seen fit also to
hold every one responsible, to whom he has made
it known, whose opportunities and capabilities have
brought them under its claims, for a compliance
with that plan. And it must be evident that the
fate of all those who arc under this responsibility
must be decided by the bearing of the plan upon
their agency, and their compliance or noncom-
pliance with its claims. The word of God con-
tains abundant illustrations, and proofs of these
propositions.

"The plan of the Deity in the destruction o1 the
old world was made known to Noah, and through
him to the world ; a compliance with the waruing
on his part saved himsclf and his house, the world
disregarded it and were “condemned.” So was
it in the deliverance from Egypt “For some
when they had heard, did provoke; howbeit, not
all that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with
whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with
them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the
wilderness? And to whom sware he that they
should not enter into his rest, but to them that be-
lieved not? so we see that they could not cnter in
because of unbelief” The final rejection of the
Jews as a people is repeatedly ascribed to their ig-
norance of, and their unwillingness to submit, to
the plan of God in the case as it was made lknown
in his word.

Now all these cases, with others, are distinctly
referred to for our admonition. In effecting the
great deliverance before us, God has fixed his plan;
that plan he has made known to us, and he will
hold us responsible for a compliance with it:—
« But take ye heed: behold I have foretold you all
things. Heaven and earth shall pass away; but
my word shall not pass away.”—DMark xiii, 23, 31.
“ Blessed is he that readeth and they that hear the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therem: for the time is at hand.”
“ Because thou hast kept the word of my patience,
I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation,
which shall come upon all the world to try them
that dwell upon the earth.”—Rev. i, 3; iil, 10.

In determining the question of our duties and
trials we must be guided by the word of God.—
According to the view we have taken of our posi-
tion, as indicated both by the lirie of events, and by
the appointed time which brings us to the end, the
judgment scene must be right upon us.  If this be
the case, our duties and trials must be like those
allotted to the people of God at that point. What
then does the word of God declare in reference to
the dutie, and trials of his people at that time ?

It is admitted that Christ has “foretold,” in a
variety of forms, the condition of the world, the
condition of the nominal church, and the condition
of the true people of God, at and near the time of
the second advent; and in all these cascs the du-
ties and trials of his people are brought to view by
direct announcement or necessary inferance. The
discourse of the Saviour, recorded by Matthew,
(xxiv, xxv,) Mark, (xiii,) and Lulke (xxi,) furnishes

both an illustration of the danger, by what has
been fulfilled, and a view of the last experiment
which remains, and which is to fall to our lot, upon
whom the end of the world isto come. He has
here sketched the history of his people, in their re-
lation to the world and the professed church, from
his own day down to the end ; and each point in
the outline to which he has called attention asa
prominent waymark, indicates a change in their
labors and trials. When Jerusalem should be en-
compassed with armies, they must “flee to the
mountains;”’ when “hated of all nations,” “in
your patience possess ye your souls;” when the
gospel was to “ be preached as a witness to all na-
tions,” the people of God must of course do it;
when “the signs,” which were to indicate that the
Son of Man was near, should be seen, they were
to make these signs reduce the lessons to practice,
which they were intended to teach, and lift up their
heads and rejoice, knowing that their redemption
drew nigh ; (and this beyond dispute was to produce
the movement of “the virgins which took their
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom;”)
when the cry was made, ¢ Behold the bridegroom
cometh, go ye out to meet him!” they “arose and
trimmed their lamps, and went forth to meet him.”

Here are the waymarks which the Saviour has
given us, and every one of them marks a change
in the special duties of his people. Those who
have taken heed to what he “foretold” have been
found acting in harmony with his word at each
successive step. The nominal church and the
world, while they have disregarded the word of
God, have nevertheless fulfilled it so as to exhibit
the waymarks, though they have not been found
in the condition of the true people of God. When;
these were hated of all nations, the nominal church
preferred to cherish that hatred rather than expose
herself to its vengeance, in all those nations where
the true disciples were found. When the work of
preaching the gospel came, and the nominal part
of the church fornd they could not stand aloof from
it, instead of considering it in its true light—a proof
that “ the end” was near, they made it the basis of
their argument, that the end could not come for a
thousand years. When the signs were pointed
out by the ¢ faithful and wise servants,” the “evil
servants” of the nominal church began to smite
them and to say, My Lord delayeth his coming.
When the great Advent movement came, those who
participated in it only in name, or in a half-hearted
manner, were unprovided with the indispensable
means of success; and when they were aroused
by the cry, while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came.

In all these cases the word of God has marked
the work and trials of his people; those who were
nominally his people, only, acted with or against
them as policy or expediency dictated. Those who
were raised up to strike out the new channel were
aided only by Almighty potver, or they could not
have succeeded. After it was opened, perhaps, the
walers of the whole ocean might have swelled the
new current that poured into it. But the viewsas
well as the motives of the devout movers in the
work were forgotten by their professed followers;
the former acted for God, the latter because it was
popular. However, in every experiment of this
acting of principle and of policy, the word of God
has been more {ully verified. And how could we
expect that those who did not bow implicitly to its
claims should have acted the part of his people.
Let us beware that we do not savor the things that
be of men, no matter who they are, and not the
things that be of Cod.

‘What, now, has the Saviour foretold, of the con-
dition of things by which we are enabled to deter-
mine the duties and iriats of his peopie as they ap-
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proach the hour of their redemption? Leaving all
disputed portions out of the question, unless every
thing is to be disputed rather than to admit its
most obvious bearing upon our position, we will

consider a few of the plainest portions of the word
of God.

For as in the days that were before the flood, they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not until
the flood came and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the
field, the one shall be taken and the other left; two shall bo
grinding at the mill, the one shall be taken and the other
left. - 'Watch, therefore; for ye know not what hour your
Lord doth come. But know this, that if the good man of the
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he
would have watched, and would not have suffered his house
to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready : for in such
an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.—Matt,
xxiv, 38-—44; see also Luke xvii, 26—37.

Watch ye therefore; for ye know not when the master
of the house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-
crowing, or in the morning ; Lest, coming suddenly, he find
you sleeping. And what I say unto you, I say unto all,
‘Watch.—Mark xii1, 35—37.

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overcharged with surfeiting and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares; for as
a snare shall it come on all them that dwell upon the face of
the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man,—
Luke xxi, 34—36.

These words of the Saviour exhibit to us, 1. The
condition of mankind generally, to whom the warn-
ing has been given; 2. The Xangers of the people
of God; and 8. The duties by which they are to
guard against them. To give us a living picture
of the state of our fellow-men at the time of the ad-
vent, he cites us to the old world and to Sodom,.
And to these, Peter also refers in warning us against
the “false teachers who shall be among you, as
there were false prophets among the people” of
Godd of old.—2 Peter 2d and 3d chapters; seealso
Jude.

Shall we linger for a moment over the scenes to
which we are thus cited? There is the earth as
it came from the hands of its Creator, almost un-
marred by the recent curse. There are the men
whom he created in his own image and to whom
the earth was given to use and enjoy as Wisdom
and Goodness saw to be for their highest good.
But the whole purpose of the Creator is defeated :
God looks upon the earth, and behold, it is corrupt;
for all fiesh have corrupted his way upon the earth.
The earth is filled with violence. 1t can be per-
petuated only by destroying its corruptors, And
it repented the Lord that he had made man on the
earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the
Lord said I will destroy man whom I have created
from the face of the earth; both man and beast,
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air;
for it repenteth me that I have made them But
the righteous must be saved: Noah found grace in
the eyes of the Lord. The warning is given to
Noah ; the means of salvation provided ; the work
appointed and the time set for the work of judg-
ment to begin. The preparation of the ark goes
on, and its builder becomes at the same time “a
preacher of righteousness.” The -warning and the
work to which it gives rise spread far and wide
over the whole earth. Philosophy speculates—
hypocrisy deplores—profanity curses—infidelity
derides—curiosity wonders—wit and minh are
boisterous over the new and fruitful theme ; serious
thoughtfulness is everywhere borne down by un-
belief and triumphant depravity. The appointed
time at length arrives—the ark 1s completed. God
is careful only to save the righteous—to honor
faith in his word.  And the Liord szid unto Noah,
Come thou and all thy hovse into theark: for thee

have I seen righteous before me in this generation,
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« And they went in as God commanded him, and
the Lord shat him in” The world’s day is now
over—soon the wide-sweeping deluge buries the
earth, and all flash is destroyed.

Shall we also notice the case of Sodom? Here
are the angels of God at the tent door of Abraham,
on their way to make inquisition about the cry that
had come up from Sodom. And the Lord said,
«Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which 1
do?’ 'I'he doom of Sodom is no sooner made
known than all the yearnings of the Patriarch’s
soul are poured out “before the Lord” The an-
gels have gone on their way while Abraham is
pleading. With the exception of Lot, Sodom is
found to be a copy of the old world; and its de-
struction is announced to Lot. He is permitted to
give a hasty warning to his conuections, but it is
received only as a mockery. The work of de-
struction cannot begin till the righteous are secured;
they are hastened in their flight {rom the doomed
city, and commanded to escape to the mountains,
to tarry not in all the plain, nor look behind them.
The storm of fire is gathered, and as the cries of
despair rise up from Sodom, they are stifled by its
suffocating flames. When the storm has passed,
Sodom is no more. “Even thus shall it be in the
day when the Son of man is revealed.”

Now if this were all the light that has been giv-|
en upon the close of this world’s drama, what suc-

cess could we expect as the result of our labors in
warning the world? Must we not suppose that
with few rare exceptions they would be entirely
fruitless? In the very nature of the case it must
be that both the warning and its agents are to be
leld in the highest contempt. But when we are
given to understand that it is ¢ when they shall say
peace and safety,” that sudden destruction cometh
upon them—that the day shall overtake them as a
thief—that as a snare it shall come on all them
that dwell on the face of the whole earth; that
worldlimindedness and unbelief will become so pre-
valent that there will be but little faith on the earth,
when the Son of Man cometh, it is not possible that
anything like a successful effort can be put forth
by the believers of the word of God immediately
before the end. Indeed, I know not of any inti-
mation that such an effort is authorized by the word
of God at that time in behalf of the world. Blessed
is the faithful and wise servant, who shall then be
found giving meat to the household of the Lord ; not
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as
ye see the day approaching; brethren if any of you
do err from the truth, he that converteth the sinner
from the error of his way shall save a soul from
death. These portions bring to view the special
social duties of the people of God at the end.

Before that final position is taken, the preacher
of righteousness will have given his warning, and
all the elements of human nature will have re-
sponded to the alarm, but all will be hushed again
to 2 more deadly repose than ever. 'The yearnings
of the friend of God will have been poured out be-
fore him to spare and save—the most impassioned
and affectionate entreaties of friends will have been
rejected with scorn, and every thought of danger
will have been banished away by pride and luxury
and gain, till an allusion to the hated warning will
hardly excite interest enough to call forth a ver
serious curse, The word and people of God will
be distinguished only as the objects of unquaiified
indifference and contempt. And then everything
like a permanent interest in this world, and all sym-
pathy with it are to be given.up by the people of,
God: Take heed to yourselves; beware even of
the cares of this life; no lingering wish can be al-
lowed to turn their eyes towards it with safety. The
great and awfully expressive lesson for them at that
time is thus stated: Remember Lot's wife! Whoso-
ever shall seek; to save his life shall lose it!

Their faith, their deadness to the world, their pa-
tience, their steadfastness and perseverance, are to
be tried to the utmost; not, however, by violent
persecution, nor by exposure to outward suffering,
but by the prevailing spirit of worldlimindedness—
by the spell of indifference to the truth of God that
will settle down upon the world. 8o much so,
that it will be with the utmost difficulty that any
sense of the truth can be kept alive in the believ-
er’s heart: “ For in such an hour as Y& think not
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the Son of Man cometh. Watch, therefore, lest coming
suddenly he find vou sleeping”  So intense will be
the trial—so painful the suspense—that the rejoic-
ing of the hope will have well nigh departed from
their hearts. This is most clearly “the fiery trial
which is to try you;” and those only who endure
to the cnd shall be'saved.

Not to refer to numerous other portions which
might be cited, these are sufficient to show us the
plan on which God intends to proceed in closing
up our earthly and mortal state. Whether we
have arrived at a point when we should look for
these marks in our case, is another question. But
this is the plan of Giod, and to this his people must
accommodate themselves, when it goes into effect,
or they will be in danger of erring fatally. And
we have only to refer to the past to be reminded
of the great difficulty with which many of his
people will be able to adapt themselves to such a
state of things. It would not be surprising if they
should mistake the exact and full bearing of the
word of God upon their position, by having the
mind engrossed by passing events, so that much
allowance should be made, even for those who may
seem to have departed from the truth, but who stiil
hold fast their integrity at heart. The shock of a
severe trial may so benumb the soul, that we may
be slow of heart to believe, though one should be-
gin at Moses and all the prophets, and expound to
us in all the scriptures the things concerning our
position; or like Thomas, who was unfortunately
absent from the place where the Lord was pleased
to manifest himself, we may become so bewildered
as to resolve hastily, “Except I shall see 1 will not
belicve I”

If the people of God in former days were so
overcome as to be found ‘“sleeping for sorrow,”
when they were compelled to see a cause entirely
deserted, which had been, but a short time before,
so popular, that the multitude were ready to make
their master a king—if their sadness was so great,
when they pondered over their disappointment in
having hin whowmn they “trusted would have re-
deemed Israel,” taken away from them by an igno-
minious death, that it could not be concealed while
they journeyed in the public highway-—O, how
can it'be otherwise than that those should be sor-
rowful, and the more so as the world rejoices at the
disappointment which keeps from them their King,
and the redemption of Israel, if, in the working of
the plan by which that redemption is to be com-
pleted, such a transient disappointment should by
some apparent oversight fall to their lot 2—If 1t
should be the case, for instance, that in their eager-
ness to witness his glorious advent they should ap-
ply some type, which pointed out an important pre-
paratory item In his work, to his actual advent, and
1t was afterwards seen that his advent could not
take place in fulfillment of that type, but only the
receiving of his crown? And if he should remain
away after the excitement of that expectation sub-
sided till the harvest of the earth was ripe, how
much sorrowv, how much anxiety, how much fear,
how much distraction must it occasion among the
expectants! how much levity among their enemies!
what a falling away among the half-hearted! into
what contempt must “ the cause” sink !

O, how hard it must be for the bold and daring
who have swept, almost like the angel of the pro-
phet’s vision, through the midst of heaven, foremost
to proclaim the warning—to unfur] the banner of
truth, and to storm the strong-holds of error, how
hard for such ones to feel at ease in such a state of
apathy. It must seem as mordid to them as the at-
mosphere of the house of death. Like Peter they
might be led to exclaim, If the cause is to come
into this shape, “ I go a fishing P 1 must find some-
thing else to do, I can’t stand this! And many
others may be ready to say, If we are to have such
a state of things as this among us, I prefer to be in
the old churches! Well, ‘

“To this complexion it must come at last;”
for this is the plan which God has made known to
us: “ Among the tribes of Israel have I made
known that which shall surely be.”

‘But can that be the time for the people of God
to be planning to keep up the public interest—to
rally for ““the cause,” as a permanent enterprise—
to be alarmed by the fear of being “broken all to
pieces?” No, no. He that cannot stand alone for

God, and by HIS strength, at that time, will not
stand ; and it will be as vain and as dangerous to
think of rousing up the churches and converting
sinners, when that last spell has come over them,
as it 1s for “ the churches” to think of gathering out
the tares from the wheat before the harvest. It is
not a part of the plan.

Have the Adventists any reason to believe that
their position subjects them to these trials of the
people of God? Have not their warnings and
prayers and entreaties been witnessed by heaven
and earth? And have they not been returned by
cursing and scorn ?  Does not the world and the
nominal church treat them and the truth which they
proclaim with the most unblushing indifference and
contempt? Yes, Yes.

And from this spirit of indifference arises one of
our chief trials and dangers, We can hardly en-
dure it, that a cause so well sustained by the truth
of God, that has excited so wide an interest, and is
so fraught with promise in everything that can re-
joice the Christian heart, should sink into contempt.
‘We have been accustomed to ride upon the whirl-
wind and storm, it is difficult to accommodate our-
selves to the dead calm. 'With our old landmarks
all in sight, we felt quite at home; now that we
have passed them, instead of keeping our eye stead-
ily upon the lone promise that hangs out like a
beacon light at the end of the voyage, the eye wan-
ders around the unmarked horizon in fearfulness
that we have lost our track. But God is with us
still; and the present, like every other part of the
voyage, corresponds exactly with the chart. And
that assures us, that right in the midst of this dead
calm, our Forerunner, who has gone to look out
the anchoring ground within the veil, is to appear
to bring in safely all that look for him. There is
no trouble about the old landmarks, they have an.
swered their purpose; look qut for the Forerunner,
and all will be nght.

It would seem that God is speaking to us as
loudly—by the ominous indifference, which every
where prevails around us, and which, in spite of
ourselves almost disarms us, and makes us even
afraid of our chosen friends, lest we become infect-
ed beyond recovery—as loudly as he has spoken
by the falling stars, the darkened sun, or by the
army of scoffers who have testified, though unwill-
ingly, for the truth. And does it not say to us,
The Judgment is here!

It would not be possible to speak in detail of all
the dangers to which we are now exposed in one
article. I would say to the heart of every Advent-
ist, Beware of self, beware ofthe devil | Self is as
unworthy to be trusted as ever, and the devil will
do his worst! The meekness and gentleness of
Christ alone will save us. Beware of contention |
Our motto should be this: Believe what God has
spoken, and love one another! If a brother cannot
see as we do after we “give the reason,” let there
be no hardness, no malice. If they cannot be con-
vinced by such a course, we are not authorized to
take any other. If we cannot see alike, we can
love one another ; contention will destroy us. Let
us place ourselves among the redeemed, for a mo-
ment, and ask, What brother could we think of
hindering from obtaining a part there ?

As to our views of the labor devolving upon us
while I claimn the liberty of doing only what I can
do in the name of the Lord, I have no complaint to
malke of others who take the same liberty. Onan
supposition but little can be done. If we hold on
to our former position as Adventists, who will hear
us where the truth has been declared 2 If we give
that up and take the position of “the churches,”
we cannot expect to do any more than they do, and
that is less than we are doing. If the position to
which we are brought by the special application of
the word of God be correct, all is plain, it must
soon be over! But let every one be fully persua-
ded in his own mind.

God’s plan will go into effect just ashe hasrecord-
ed it—as to time, and events; in reference to heav-
en and earth, to the world, the nominal chureh,
and his people? I have foretold you all things,”
says Christ. % Take heed to yourselves.”

“ For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. For yet a
little while, and he that shall come will come, and will nos
tarry.,” Heb. x, 36, 37.



The Seventh-day Sabbath WNot Abolished.

The article by Joseph Marsh, ediler of the * Harbinger and
Aduocate,” entitled * Seventh-day Sabbath Abolished,”

REVIEWED.
[concLupep.]
The First Day of the Week.

If the Sabbath has been transferred from the sev-
enth to the first day of the week by divine autharity,
the Seriptures should contain the account of it. And
as the precept requiring the observance of the sev-
enth day is plain and positive, nothing less than as
positive testimony should satisfy any person in regard
to the claims of the first day.

“Ten why keep the first dey?  Decause Christ rose on
that day, and the apostolic church have set the example, that
we should assewble on that day to commemorate his resurrec-
tion, by breaking of bread, and othier dutics belonging to the
worship of God.” Acts xx, 7.”

Luke here records the fact [Acts xx, 7,] that St.
Paul once preached all night of the first day of the
weelk at Troas, and past midnight broke brend with
the disciples. This 1s the only text in the New Tes-
tament in which the first day of the weeck is men-
tioned in connection with public worship, and from
this one simple circumstance the readers of the “Har-
binger” nwre taught that “the apostolic church have
set the example, that we should assemble on that day
to commmemorate his [ Christ’s] resurrection, by break-
ing of bread!” Herc we shall do well to observe the
following facts:

1. There is no intimation given in Acts xx, 7, or
elsewhere in the New Testament, that the disciples
regarded the first day of the week as a day of rest.

2, There is no evidence that the “apostolic chureh”
met regularly on that night of the week that Paul
preached at Troas. For aught we know it was an
oceasional meeting, appointed merely because Paul
was to “depart on the morrow.”

3. Ifthe church are to follow the ““ exampte” of the
dizciples, in bolding a certain meeting alt vight at
Troas, then they should hold their preaching meet-
ings in the night, and after wmidnight break bread.
There is no scripture proof that the disciples ever
met for worship in the day time of the first day of the
week. M. no doubt, would object to holding his
preaching meetings in the night, and continuiny his
speceh “even till break of day.”” Then why talk of
the “example” of “the apostolic ehurch” at Troas?

4. According to the first division of time [Gen. 1,)
the day closed at 6 o’clock p. M., and if that mecting
at Troas was Leld the night following the day time
of the first day of the week, then the entire mecting
was on the sceond day instead of the first.  And ac-
cording to the Roman division of time, the dny closed
at midnight, therefore Paul broke bread and “ talked
a long while, even till break of day,” on the second
day of the weck, if that mecting was in the night fol-
lowing the day time of the first day of the weck. Ac
cordingly, those who talle of apostlolic example for
observing the first dny of the week, should, to be con-
sistent with their position, keep the second day.

But that meeting was evidently in the night fol-
lowing the Sabbath of the Lord. The Apostle, # as
his manner was,” [Acts xvii, 2,i| preached to them
on the Sabbath; then the disciples, the evening fol-
lowing, met together expressly “to break bread.”
Such a meeting must have been very desirable to
the disciples at Troas, especially as Paul was “ ready
to depart on the morrow.” ¢ Morrow’ here should
be understood as we use it, referring to the daylight
that followed, and not to the next twenty-foar-hour
day. For in that case Paul would have to tarry at
Troas till the next evening, and then travel to Assos
and Mitylene in the night. In the morning of the
first day of the week, Paul left Troas, and walked to
Assos, and from Assos he sailed with lis brethren to
Mitylene. See Acts xx, 7—14. A singular ¢ apos-
tolic example” traly, for sunday-keepers!! With
these facts hefore us it seems perfectly preposterous
to tallk of the “example” of the “apostolic church”
for observing the first day of the weck.

5. We have yet to learn that tlhe communion of
the body and blood of Christ eommemorates the res-
urrection, as taught by M. Says the Apostle, “IFFor
as often as ye cat this bread, and drink this cup, ye
do shew the Lord’s DEATH till he come.” Cor.
xi, 26. The Lord’s supper was instituted the night
hefore the erueifixion, and the disciples at Troas
broke bread the night following the Sabbath. And
there is nothing in the New Testament that confines
it to any day of the week; yet it seeins most proper
in the ‘evening following the Sabbath. After en-
joying the blessings of the Holy Sabbath, the truc
disciple is best prepared to receive the emblems of
the {))ody and blood of Christ. If the communion
was designed to be strictly confined to one day of
the weck, the sixth duy is the only proper one ; for on
that day, the crucifixion, the event which it commem-
orates occurred. And if attending to the comimun-
ion on a day makes it a Sabbath, as is inferred from
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Acts xx, 7, then the sixth day of the week should
be observed as the, so called, *Christian Sabbath.”

The great Apostle to the GENTILES preached on
the Sabbath, and had no other regular preaching
day. We have no record of his mecting with the
disciples on the first day of the week but once, [Acts

the day, [Gen. i, 5,] to brcak bread. Mark this:
Paul pursucd his journey on foot to Assos, and sailed
with Lis brethiren to Mitylene, the same day that he
broke hread at Troas. Lt those who talk of apos-
tolic example for sunday-keeping, look at these facts.
We say apostolic example i all in favor of the sev-
enth day. “And Paul, A His MANNER Was, went
in unto them, and three Sabbath-days reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures.”” Acts xvii, 2,

The Apostle preached to the “Greeks” as well as
the Jews at Corinth, “ every Sabbath,” [or the space
of one year and six months. See Acts xviii, 4—11.
1t is said that the only reason why Paul preached on
the Sabbath, was because the Jews werce assembled
in their synagogues on that day. But this is not true;
for we find the Apostle and his companions preach-
ing elsewhere, besides in the synagogues, on the
Sabbath. “And on the Sabbath we went out of the
city by a RIVER SIDE, WHERE PRAYER WAS WONT To
BE MADE; and we sat down, and spake unto the
women which resorted thither.” Acts xvi. 13, If
that meeting by the “rwer side” had becn on the
first day of tho weelk, then the advocates of the first
day might, with somc degree of propricty, talk of
Apostolic example for observing that day. But, as
we have shown, there is no record of a public meet-
ing of the apostles, in the day-time, on the first day
of the week, in the New Testament, therefore none
should talk of apostolic example for sunday-keeping.

At Antioch, Paal preached on the Sabbath, at the
request of the GentiLes. “ And when the Jews
were gone out of the synagogue, the GenTILES be-
sought that these words might be preached to Tarm
the next Sabbath. And the next Sabbath-day came
almost the whole city together to hear the word of
God.” Acts xiii, 42, 44. Herc are some things
worthy of special notice. It was the Gentiles, not
the Jews, that invited Paul to preach to them the
next Sabbath. 1f Paul taught the people that the
Sabbath was a mere Jewich institution, as M. teach-
es, it seems really unaccountable how these Gontiles,
who were entirely disconnected with the Jewish re-
ligion, should request him to preach to them on the
Sabbath. It is evident that the reason iy the
Gentiles invited Paul to preach to them on the Sab-
bath, was becanse he regarded the seventh day as
the Sabbath of the Lord, and the proper day for re-
ligions worship. If that request of .the Gentiles had
been made to a modern preacher, he would have re-
plied, “You need not wait till another Jewish Sab-
bath; to-morrow is the Lord’s day, we will preach
to you to-morrow.” That was certainly a good op-
portunity for the great Apostle to the Gentiles lo
show the Gentile portion of that community that the
Sabbath was abohished, if it had been, as our oppo-
nents assert. And if] as some teach, it was the de-
sien of Heaven that the observance of the first day
of the week should rest upon “apostolic example,”
how convenient it would have been for the Apostle
to have set the example in the eity of Antioch, when
the people were anxious to hear, and were in a good
state of mind to receive right impressions. Bat in-
stead of setting an example favoring the first day of
thie week, the Apostle entirely overlooked it, and the
poor Gentiles, so anxious to hear the word of God,
had to wait until, what is falsely called, the Jewish
Sabbath arrived!

The Jews never accused Paul with viclating the
Sabbath law. And it is evident that his most bitter
cnemiecs, the Jews, would have charged him with
Sabbath-breaking if he had disregarded the fourth
commandment, and taught its abolition, and sought
to introdnice another day instead of the Sabbath,
“Men and brethren,” says he, “though I have coin-
mitted nothing against the people, or CUSTOMS
OF OUR FATHERS, yet was I delivered prisoner
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.”
Acts xxviii, 17. This testimony would have been
denicd by those Jews who hearc?’it, and the Apostle
would have been silenced at once, if he taught the
abolition of the seventh-day Sabbath, and observed
the first day of the week in its stead. But Paul
“dwelt two whole years in his own hired house,”
“preaching the kingdom of God,” with all confi-
3ence, no man forbidding him.” See Acts xxviii,

0, 31

)

John says he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, (Rev.
i, 10;) the first day of the week, the day of Christ’s resur-
rection, which was obscrved as a day of worship by the early
Christlans.

It is first assumed that “ Lord’s day” is the first
day of the week, and then because St. John was in

the Spirit on that day, it is supposed to be what is

xx,7,] and that was in the evening, or first ){)art of
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called the “ Christian Sabbath.” We object to this
view, because it is entirely destitute of support from
the Holy Scriptures. Others may refer to the “ Fa-
thers;” but we appeal to the word of God. The Bi-
ble nowhere calls the first day of the week the
“Lord’s day.? Only one of the seven daye of the
weelk is called the Lord’s day, and that is the sev-
entlh. God has never hallowed, sanctified and bles-
sed but one day, and that hie called after his own
holy name. ¢ The seventh day is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God.” Herc we arenot ata loss to deter-
mine which is the “ Lord’s day.” But the testimony
is full more to the point in Isa. Iviii, 13, where God
styles the Sabbath, ¢ My Holy Dy, and 7 he Ho-
lyofthe Lord.” Jesusdeclared himeelf “ Lord also of
the Sabbath.,” Mark ii, 28. Here are three tesn-
monics, two from the Otd Testament, and one from
the New, that prove the seventh day of the weck to
be the “Lord’s doy.” Two testimonies from the
Eternal Father, and one from his Son Jesus Christ,
are worth morc to us than ten thousand from the so
called “ Christian Fathers,” however near the apos-
tolic age they might have lived,

Then, according to the word of God, and that shall
decide this question, St. Johnrecognized the * Lord’s
day,” the seventh day, the Sabbath of the Lord, as
existing, A. D. 96, sixiy-five ycars after the crueifix-
ion and resurrection of Christ.

The testimony of Ignatius, Theophilus, Irenius,
Dionysius, Clement and Tertullian,” quoted by M.
will not satisfy those wiio honestly seek for trutli from
the word of God. Itreally seems very nnfortunate
for M. that he cannot give us the inspired testimony
of Paul, Peter, John, James and Jude for the change
of the weekly Rest, from the seventh to the first day.
But as he cannot, he leaves the “sure word” and
gives the UNINSPIRED testimony of those who wrote
after the death of the apostles, in the time that Paul
referred to when he said, “ For Iknow this, that after
my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw
away disciples after them.” Acts xx, 29, 30.

With a consistent Christian, the testimony and
practice of what is called the “Christian Fathers,”
has not sufficient authority to direct him either mn
devotion or duty, especially when their testimony has
to be relied on in the absence of divine authority.
Christiang should follow Christ. Jehovah said of
Jesus, “ Thisis my beloved Son: hear him.” If Jesus
has taught that a new Sabbath was dcsigned for his
followers, then Christians should observe it. But
how unfortunate for the first.day theory that Jesus,
the Great Head and Example of the church, did not
teach a change of the day of weekly rest. 'Chere is
no record that he ever met with his disciples in the
day-time of the first day of the week after the resur-
rection. But on the very day of the resurrection,
“ Jesus himself drew near,” and went with the two
disciples who were traveling to the village of Em-
maus, seven and a half miles from Jerusalem. There
is no evidence that they went to Emmaus to attend
a religious mecting. Did Jesus rcbuke them for
traveling on that day, and tell them it was the
“ Christian Sabbath?’  Far from it ; he even went
with them. And as “they drew nigh unto the vil-
lage” they constrained him, saying, “ Abide with us;
for it is toward evening, and the day is far.epent.”
Jesus went in and “sat at meal with them,” and then
the two disciples returned to Jerusalem that night,
“and found the cleven gathered together”” And
while they were relating the interesting events of
that day’s journey, “ Jesus himself stood in the midst
of them, and said unto them, peace be unto you.”

If the first day had then become the # Christian
Sabbath,” that was a favorable opportunity for Je-
sus, the Head and Example of the church, to en-
force it. But instead of this, he never hinted a word
to them about a new Sabbath, and could say to those
sunday-breakers who had walked fiftcen miles on
that day, “PEACE BE UNTO YOU.” Thereis
no intimation that the disciples had been together
for worship during that day. On the contrary, the
absence of Thomas, and the fact that most of them
were not satisfied that Jesus had risen, shows the im-
propriety of representing this meeting as prool of a
regard for the first day on account of the resurrec-
tion,

The only other meeting of Christ with his disciples
which is said to be on the first day of the week, is
mentioned in John xx, 26— And after eight days
again his disciples were within, and Thomas with
them.” Now had this interview been on the follow-
ing first day, it could afford no proof that they relig-
iously regarded that day, since it is not noticed as a
meeting designed for worship. But the expression
“after eight days” by no means shows that it was
just a week. 'Who can say that it was not on the
ninth day after his first appearance? It was cer-
tainly full eight days after, which would bring it to
Monday night.
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The following important history is to the point. It
shows that the early church did ohserve the seventh-
day Sabbath; and that they observed the first day
only as a religious festival.

“ Athanasius, A. D. 340, says—*“ We assemble on
Saturday, not that we are infected with Judaxsm,’}out
only to worship Christ the Lord of the Sabbath.

Socrates, an ecclesiastical historian, A.1. 412, says
~—%Touching the communion there are sundry ob-
servations and customs, for almost all the churches
throughout the whole world do celebrate and receive
the holy mysteries every Sabbath; yet the Egyp-
tians adjoining Alexandria, together with the inhab-
itants of Thebes, of a tradition, do celebrate the com-
munion on Sunday.” “When the festival meeting
throughout every week was come, I mean the Sa-
turday and the Sunday, upon which the Christians
are wont to meet solemnly in the church.”

Eusebius, A. D. 825, as quoted by Dr. Chambers
states that in_his time “the Sabbath was observe
no less than Sunday.”

Gregory cxpostulates thus—¢ With what eyes can
you behold the Lord’s day, when you despise the
Sabbath? Do you not perceive that they are sisters,
and that in slighting one you affront the other?”

Sozomen says—Most of the churches carefully
observed the Sabbath.”

Grotius observes—* The Christians kept the holy
Sabbath, and had their assemblies on that day, in
which the law was read to them, which custom re-
mained to the time of the council of Laodicea, about
A. D. 355

M. de la Roque, a French Protestant—It evi-
dently appears, that before any change was introdu-
ced, the church religiously observed the Sabbath for
many ages ; we of consequence are obliged to keep it.

Edward Brerewood, Professor of Gresham Col-
lege, London, in a treatize on the Sabbath, 1630, says:
“They know little that do not know the ancient Sab-
bath did remain and was observed by the eastern
churches three hundred years and more after our
Saviour’s passion.—Brer. on the Sabbath, p. 77.”
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¢ Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is truth.”

SARATOGA SPRINGS, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1851.

Our Tour East.

The readers of the Review and Herald will doubtless ex-
pect us to give some account of our recent tour, and of the
conferences held at Medford, 'Washington, East Bethel and
Johnson. And it is with pleasure that we give a sketch of
what we have witnessed of the goodness of God, and of his
glorious work among his dear people at these meetings.

Thursday, Oct. 23d, we left Saratoga, and arrived in Bos-
ton in the evening, where we found our dear Bro. Holt
waiting at the depot for us. IIe guided us to 67 Warren
Place, where we found those of like precious faith that we
had not seen for sonie time. Here we found peace and
rest.

Friday we went to the place of meeting, at Bro. Folsom’s
in West Medford. Idere we found scven of our old tried
friends from Maine, strong in the faith, who had come
about 150 miles to attend the conference. There were also
eight from Fairhaven and Dartmouth, and a good attendance
of the friends of present truth in the vicinity of Boston.

We were much grieved to learn that some discord had
been created among the brethren, by the presentation of fan-
ciful views of unfulfilled prophecies. Such things are ex-
tremely painful to those who labor to unite the precious
flock of Christ upon the great truths connected with the
message of Rev. xiv, 9-12. The evil result of leaving the
important truths of the present message, or connecting with
them fanciful views of unfulfilled prophecy, were pointed
out, and with the special blessing of Heaven, the brethren
alt felt deeply the imnportance of being © perfectly joincd to-
gether in the same mind, and in the same judgment,” and
of united action in the great work before us. It was truly
a meeting of great profit. Tlhe tender, weeping spirit of
Jesus prevailed, and all present seemed to feel the impor-
tance of a thorough preparation for the day of the Lord.

There were some present who had not embraced the
Sabbath. They came to the meeting honestly supposing
that we were in error, and from falsc reports, and the inju-
dicious course of some who have formerly taught the Sab-
bath with a rash censorious spirit, they supposed that we as
a people, possessed a cold, denunciatory spirit. But when
they learned our views of gospel order, union, &e., and
witnessed the spirit of the meeting, and felt its melting pow-
er, they were ready to confess that God was indeed with us.
And when the evidences of our position weve presented,
they yielicd to the force of truth, and could rejoice in its
freedom. Those who have formerly been in error confessed
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their faults in tears, and we never witnessed a more perfect
union, or a more healthy interest, than existed when we
left Monday morning. Bro. Holt remained and preached
twice that day, very much to the comfort and instruction of
those present. The brethren say that it was a season of
great rejoicing.

Oct. 31st, we arrived at the place of meeting in Washing-
ton, (N. HL.), and found a large collection of the scattered
brethren. 'This was a meeting of deep interest, of trial and
of joy. Here the brethren felt called upon to withdraw fel-
lowship from one who had fallen into, and taught danger-
ous errors relative to setting up the kingdom, the Son of
man on the white cloud, Rev. xiv, 14, and the Edenstate, &c.
We are perfectly satisfied that the direct tendency of the
views referred to, is to lead souls down to certain ruin, still
we view the individual as possessing a good share of hon-
esty, but deceived by satan. After one has fallen a victim
to the bewitching power of spiritualism, it scems almost im-
possible to get free from its blinding influence. But while
we withdraw the hand of fellowship from him, who once
was a fellow-laborer, we would “exhort him as a brother,”
to renounce his errors, to come out of the fog into which he
has so unfortunately run, and come along with those who are
walking in the plain path of truth.

Though this was a meeting of labor, we think it was one of
great profit. The brethren appeared to be firmly established
upon the great truths so important at the present time, and
joyfulin the hope of soon seeing Jesus. A commitice of
seven was chosen (see Acts vi.) to attend to the wants of
the poor, and we have reason to believe that it will be a
great pleasure for them to do so.

Our beloved Bro. Wheeler, who has been doing what he
could inthe cause, in his embarrassing circumstances, has re-
solved to give himself more fully to the work of preaching
the word of life to perishing souls. We have been with him
in a number of meetings, and are satisfied that he, with
God’s blessing, will exert a good influence, and accomplish
much in bringing out the hidden jewels of the Lord. While
our dear brother goes outin search of the lost sheep
of the house of Israel, the brethren should not be
backward to inquire aftcr his temporal wants, and the situ-
ation of his family at home.

The Lord has done a great work for the children of the
brethren in Washington. The past summer, about twelve
have been hopefully converted, and give good evidence of
their acceptance with God. May the Lord keep them from
the many dangers to which the young are exposed in this eor-
rupt age of the world.

The conference appointed to be held in the vicinity of
East Bethel was at the house of Bro. W. Morse in Royalton,
‘We anticipated many trials at this meeting, but were happi-
ly disappointed. 'The Lord worked gloriously for his people.
Brn. Holt and Wheeler were present. Here also the impor-
tance of union was dwelt upon, and the Holy Spirit seemed
to break down all opposing influences, and the honest chil-
dren of Giod were made one.  'We might mention the names
of some in that vicinity whom we highly esteem for their
faithfulness and zeal in the cause of truth, who are very poor
in this world’s good, but we forbear. 'We hope that those
who have the good things of this life will not shut up their
bowels of compassion, while they see them making every ex-
ertion to save souls from ruin. If the rich could only see
and feel the importance of this hour, as some of the poor do,
how ready they would he to advance this cause with the
means God has given them ; but the cares of this world, and
the DECEITFOLNESS OF RICHES choke the word in many.

In the vicinity of Royalton there is quite a number of
faithfut friends of the cause, and many others are becoming
interested in the truth,

The conference at Johnson commenced Nov. 7th. Here
we found a large gathering of the brethren and sisters, quitc
a number of whom we there met with for the first time,
Bro Holt, Wheeler, Baker, Ingraham, and other preaching
brethren were present. 'The meeting was most manifestly
led by the Holy Spirit. Everything like fanaticism, and op-
posing spirits was rebuked and held in check by the melting
power of the Spirit of God which rested down upon the
meeting quite toits close. It seemed wonderful that a meet-
ing of such intense interest, where the brethren had such
deep feeling, should be so free from unpleasant exeitement.

Though every heart felt deeply, yet the sweet, gentle
spirit of Jesus reigned, and the God of peace and order was
glorified. 'We have stated in relation to other mectings of
the kind that thcy were the best we ever attended, but we
do not hesitate to say that this meeting far exceeded all oth-
ers we ever witnessed.

Bro. Holt gave one lecture upon the commandments and
law of God, with his usual clearness and energy. Others
spoke upon the 2300 days, Sanctuary, angels of Rev. xiv,

&e. The word had free course. Gospel order, and perfect

union among the brethren, especially those who preach the
‘Word, were also dwelt upon, and all seemed to feel the im-
portance of following our perfect guide, the Bible, on these
subjects, as well as all others.

We have not space to give a full account of this meeting,
and must close by saying that it was one of deep interest
from the commencement to its close. ‘The preaching breth-
ren were united as the heart of one man. And when the
time came to part, and each go out into the wide field to
seek out and feed the scattered flock of slaughter, tears of
joy, mingled with sadness, flowed frecly.

‘We intended to return direetly home from Johnson, in
order to issue this Number one week eartier; but dviy
seemed very plain to spend another week in Vermont, and
visit the friends in the vicinity of Vergennes. By reason of
stormy weather but few attended the meeting. Inthat vicin-
ity rather a gloomy state of things existed, in consequence
of the erroneous views, and blighting influence of one (a
professed teacher) from whom we had to withdraw our fel-
lowship. Many in that region are becoming interested in
the present message, who would, doubtless, come out fully
upon the truth were it not for the exrors and inconsistencies
of a very few of its professed friends. May God save his
bleeding cause there, and bless his honest children. We had
a very profitable and interesting interview with Bro. Everts
and his family, Bro. and Sr. Bragg and Bro. Sperry, who
are tried friends of the cause. Others in that vicinity are
highly esteemed, and consistent believers in the present truth.
While they see the errors of some on the one hand, may
the Lord save them from the spirit of the world on the other.

Nov. 18th, we reached home in usual health, and
found many letters received in our absence, and much to
do. We never felt so good courage to toil on in this cause
as now. God blesses every effort his children make to ad-
vance this cause, and certainly We should be encouraged.
‘We witnessed ten fold more good accomplished on this tour
than we anticipated. It is God’s marvellous work and he
shall have all the praise.

A Brief Account oNf the Sabbath Meetings in Boston

ov. 1st and Sth.

Nov. 1st. Over thirty in number were present, Deep
solemnity pervaded the mecting. Two precious youths,
(who were convicted at the late conference held in Med-
ford,) requested our prayers for their salvation, since which
time they have found peace in believing, and in keeping the
commandments of God. We bless the Lord for what heis
doing for the children. 'The good seed sown at the confer-
ence is springing up, and bearing much fruit, we believe, to
the glory of God. The brethren were strong in the Lord,
pursuing with new energy and courage the way towards the
heavenly kingdom, and are evidently increasing in strength
and power, as they are seeking for the unity of the faith and
spirit. 'The beneficial effects of the great work accomplished
at the conference were manifest, and we hope its salutary
influence will continue to be felt.

Nov. 8th. This meeting was also well attended. Some
brethren in the vicinity, not usually with us, were present,
also Bro. Chamberlain from Connecticut. Their labors
were much blest. Evident tokens of the presence of the
Lord were seen by the immediate and special answers to the
fervent prayers offered in behalf of some of our number, and
the Spirit and power rested in such a manner that they
could but shout and praise God, for his wonderful dealings
with the children of men. The all-important truths connec-
ted with the third angels’s message were presented in a
clear, convincing and impressive manner, and awakened an
interest in the minds of some who have not taken a decided
stand in their defence, which we earnestly hope and pray
will result in their full reception of the truth, and their en-
tire consecration to God, “ that they may be accounted wor-
thy to escape all that is coming upon the earth and stand
before the son of man.”

I feel more and more the importance of constant watchful-
ness and prayer in view of the solemn scenes before us, and
more and more convinced that our position is based upon a
sure foundation; the word of God. And as I examine the
evidences of our hope, light is continually breaking in upon
my mind from tlic Sacred Volume, which is indeed a lamp
to my feet and a light to my path. Every thing tends to
sirengthen and confirm us in our belief, and I can see no
other positiontaken which se perfectly harmonizes with the
Bible, accords with past experience, and sheds so much
lightjupon the events of the future. Upon God’s Holy Word
Ican cast my all, feeling assured that he will, in his own
time and way, vindicate his cause.

I trust that T have forsaken all to follow the Lamb whith-
ersoever he leads the way. Earth has entirely lost its at-
tractions, My hopes, joys, affections, are now all centered in
things above and divine, I want no other place than to sit



at the feet of Jesus, and learn of him—no other occupation,
than to be in the service of my Heavenly Father—no other
delight, than the peace of God which passeth all understan-
ding. O, praise his name for what he has done for me, I feel
a sweet foretaste of the glories of that better world—an ear-
nest of that inheritance—and I am determined by his grace
to overcome cvery obstacle, endure the cross, despising the
shame, so that an entrance may be administered abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, Awnnie R, Smrra,
Saratoga Springs, Nov. 21st, 1851,

Thoughts on Rom. vil, and viil, 1-=7,

Paul, in chap. vii, is treating upon the law which
is holy, just and good, and not the law of carnal or-
dinances. Some have an idea that his treatment of
this subject releases us from the obligation of the law
here referred to. We will now enter upon an exam-
ination of the subject, and by the aid of the Divine
Spirit, we may be cnabled to give his true meaning.
He commences the chapter by saying, “Know ye
not brethren (for I speak to them that know the law)
how that the law hath dominion over a man as long
as he liveth ??  He is here speaking of the law that
has dominion over a man as long as he liveth in sin.
This will be seen by reading chap. vi, 11. ¢ Like-
wise reckon ye aleo yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord”” Verse 2. How shall we that are dead
to sin, live any longer thercin? He uses the mar-
riage covenant as a figure to illustrate this point.

“ The woman which hath an husband is bound by
the law to her husband so long as he liveth.” So
the man, as long as he liveth in sin, is bound by the
law, which he hath transgressed, (“for sin is the
transgression of the law.””) ¢ But if the husband be
dead she is loosed from the law of her husband.” So
when the natural man is dead, he is loosed from the
faw that bound him while living in transgression of
it. “But if her husband be dead, she is free from
the law of her husband.” &o the man that is dead
to sin is free from the bondage of the law.

In verse 4th we arc shown by what means we are
delivered from the bondage of the law. * Where-
fore my brethren, ye also arc become dead to the
law by the body of Christ.” Notthatthe law is dead,
but that Paul’s brethren are dead to the lawj there-
fore the iaw has no longer dominion over them.
They are now at liberty to be married to another,
even Chirist. But while they were in the flesh, serv-
ing sin, the law had dominion over them, so that they
could not be united to Christ; for no person living
in sin, (which is a violation of the law,) can be united
to Christ. The man that transgresses the laws of his
country is held in bondage by that law until he suf-
fors its penalty, unless pardoned by the law-giver,
through the intercession of friends. Thus those who
transgress the holy law of God are held in bondage,
to suffer its penalty, until liberated by the Great
Law-giver, through the intercession of Jesus Christ.

Verse 6. “Butnow we are delivered from the law,
[margin] being dead to that wherein we were held ;
that we should serve in newness of spirit, and notin
the oldness of the letter.” T'hat is, we should keep
the spirit of the law, under the new covenant, when
it is “writien on the fleshly tables of the heart by the
Spirit of the living God. 2 Cor. iii, 3.

A mere observance of the letter of the law will not
be sufficient. But will the keeping of the law in the
Spirit release us from the observance of the letter?
‘We answer it will not; for how can we keep the
gpirit of the law and live in violation of the letter?
It is impossible. The law says, thou shalt not kill.
Can we keep the spirit of this law while our hands
are imbued with the blood of our neighbor? The
same law says, Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy. Is it possible to keep the spirit of the Sab-
batical law while our acts are in violation of it? We
are now to keep the law under the new covenant, not
under the old.

Verse 7. “What shall we say then?  Is the law
sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin but by
the law.” That is, by the law we are convinced of
sin; take away the law and we have no knowledge
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of sin.  “For I had not known lust except the law
had said, Thou shalt not covet.” “For I was alive
without the law once ;” that is, Paul lived in sin with-
out the spiritual understanding of the law once, al-
though he strictly observed the letter. ‘ But when
the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.”
That is, when the commandment came in the Spirit,
it convinced him of sin, and he no longer violated the
letter or spirit of that law. He died to sin.

Verse 10. “ And the commandment which was
ordained to life T found to be unto death.” 'That is,
the commandment was designed to give life when
obeyed in the Spirit, but in this case it proved Paul’s
death to sin.  Sin took an occasion to deceive, and
by the commandment slew him. *“ Wherefore the
law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just
and good.” Was then that holy, just and good law
“made deathtome? God forbid. But sin that it
might appear sin, working death in me by that which
is good, that sin by the commandment might become
exceeding sinful” Not the law, but sin, which is
the transgression of the law, worked death, because
the penalty of that law is death. Therefore, sin
against that holy law, or just and good command-
ment, was exceeding sinful.

Verse 14.  “ For we know that the law is spiritual,
but I [not the law] am carnal, sold under sin.”” Paul
here has a view of the spirituality of the law of God.
He also sees that it is not possible to keep it with the
carnal mind. This may be seen by the following
verses. “I delight in the law of God, after the in-
ward man; but I see another law in my members
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing
me into captivity {o the law of sin which is in my
members. Though Paul delighted in the law of
God, yet he was unable to fulfill its requirements, for
the flesh was continually warring against the Spirit,
and he exclaimed, “O wretched man thatI am, who
shall deliver me from this body of death.” [Margin.]

Verse25. “I thank God who delivers me through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” [Macknight.] Our atten-
tion is now turned to the Great Author of that holy,
just and good law ; so holy, so just, and so good,
that not one jot or tittle could be suffered to fail, to
save a perishing world. Yet, he so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth on him might not perish, but have ever-
lasting life. % Who became sin for us and died, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God.”

Chap. viii. * There is therefore now no condem-
nation to them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh but after the Spirit. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made us free
from the law of sin and death. For what the law
could not do in that it was weak through the flesh,
&ec.” The law when broken could not liberate the
offender, therefore was not able to give life; but the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath “abol-
ished death, and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel. If God could have given a law
which, when trapsgressed, would have given life,
would he not have done it in preference to giving his
own Son to die? This confirms the truth that the
law was not abolished, but that the precept [ Whit-
ing] of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” If God had de-
signed to abolish this law to give life, there would
have been no necessity for the sufferings and death
of his Son. .

Verse 5. ¢ For they that are after the flesh do
mind the things of the flesh, but they that are after the
Spirit, the things of the Spirit” The things of the
flesh are “adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lascivi-
ousness, idolatry,” &ec. Gal. v, 19—21, ¢ The fruit
[things] of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffer-
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance, against such there is no law.” Verses 22, 23.

Verses 6, 7. For to be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritualty minded is life and peace. Be-
cause the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can
be.” If we follow the Spirit it will lead us to strict

obedience of God’s holy law, the ten immutable com-
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mandments. As God has not abolished his law to
free the transgressor of it from its dominion or bon-
dage ; but has freely given his Son to dic to redeem
us, the only possible way of being released from the
bondage of the law, which we have transgressed, is
by repentance toward God, and faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

God, in his infinite goodness, has now delivered
the sinner from the dominion of the law, through the
gift of his Son, and has imparted sufficient grace to
enable him to keep it holy. Shall he now sin [trans-
gress the law] that grace may abound? God for-
bid, says Paul, for if he should, he would atonce be
brought under the bondage of the law again, It
would have dominion over him. Then if he would
remain a {ree man in Christ Jesus, he must obey the
commandments of God the Father, and have faith
in his Son Jesus Christ. Such will have right to the
tree of life, and enter in through the gates into the
City. G. W. Horr.

Boston, Oct., 1851,

LETTERS.

From Sister Griggs,

Dear Bro. WaiTe: The third angel’s message
found me in darkness, and without hope ; and in the
language of the Psalmist, I can say, “ My feet were
almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.” After
the tenth of the seventh month 44, we continued
taking the papers {rom Boston and Rochester, ex-
pecting to receive light from them; but when they
began to throw out darkness rather than light, in re-
moving the ancient landmarks, by setting new dates
for the termination of the 2300 days, entering into
controversies on different questions, and affirming the
seventh month movement not of God ; which I could
not credit, I lost relish for them.

Not knowing what to believe, in this state of mind
the world began to atiract my attention, and mes-
merism coming along, and calling iteelf a science,
caught me in a snare. ‘While on this enchanted
ground the Lord sent his servant here to warn me
of iny danger, and declare his last message of mercy,
that T might be rescued from the devouring enemy.
O, praise to God forever, who hus delivered me from
that snare of the Devil, and who will deliver, for in
him I trust. “For I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which
I have committed unto him, against that day.”

Pray for me all ye that have communion with God,
that I (though not descrving the Jeast of his mercies)
may, with you, “be kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in this last
time,” when the last child of God shall be scaled.

Dear brethren and sisters, let us strive to dic daily
unio sin, and not be conformed to this world, but,
be transformed into the image of Jesus, for he {oves
to see his people bear his likeness, “wbo is holy, harm-
less, undeﬁleg and separate from sinners.” Live as
strangers and pilgrims here, walking in all the ordi-
nances of the Lord’s house blameless. Then will
the Giod of Jacob be our refuge in the time of trouble,
which is fast approaching.

For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feelings of our infirmitics. Heb.
iv, 15. 'Who is not entered into the holy places made
with hands, which are figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us. Heb. ix, 24. Xnd by his own blood hath he
cntered into the Heavenly Sanctuary, to make a-
tonement for his people, and obtain eternal redemp-
tion. O, what a halo of glory shines around these
precious truths, Praise the Lord for the sounding
of the third angel’s message, which is bringing out
his children in the unity of the Spirit, from the dark-
ness and wanderings whither they have been scat-
tered in the cloudy and dark day, Eze. xxxiv, 12,
that they may know where to stand, even keeping
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.
And this work will go on until all the jewels are
sought out of the rubbish which has been thrown
upon them. .

My heart melts with gratitude and praise to God
that he has called after me, with a loud voice, “If
any man worship the beast and his image, and re-
ceive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the
same shal{ drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation.” Rev.xiv,9. Thadlong heen con-
vinced that the seventh day was the Sabbath of the
Bible, but the message of the third angel shows it to
be a mark, or sign, between God and his people for-
ever. Ex. xxxi, 13, 16, 17; Eze. xx, 11, 12, 19, 20.
And those whom John saw standing with the Lamb
on the Mount Zion, were marked with the “Seal of
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the living God, having his Father’s name in their
foreheads. Rev. vii, 2, 3, and xiv, L.

The sign, or mark of the beast, is evidently the
Leeping of the first day of the week, instead of the
Holy Subbath, which God did net command; but
wus institated by that power which should think to
change Times and Laws,  Dan. vii, 25.

May God keep his scattered ones from the mark
and worship of the beast, anl his image, which is in
our midst, and from partakiog its spirit, and grant
speedy and eternal deliveranee from its power, is the
prayer of your unworthy sister in Christ.

Saran Grices.

Avoca, (N. Y.), Oct. 15th, 1851.

From Bro. Cottrell.

Dear Bro. Wiuits: There is a little company in
this place who are trying to “follow the Lamb whith-
ersoever he gocth.” Our Learts were refieshed and
encouraged by Bro. Rhodes, who called on us, and
held a meeting a week ago. I thank God for the
consolation and encouragement [ have received from
this interview, and hope we may be favored with
another visit from him, or some other of the traveling
brethren.

My early education was such, that T have believed
in the personal appearing of Christ, according to the
Secriptures, from my yonth. In 1843 and 1844, I
heard the solemn cry, “ The hour of his judgment is
come,” and though I felt no disposition to oppose it,
and thought [ loved his righteous appearing, yetl
was pot disappointed wlhen the time passed by. I
saw tlie proclauimers of the Advent in darkness inre-
gard to the commandments of God, and bowing to
an institution of Papacy; and perhaps this was
the rcason I did not believe, DBut since I have
heird the message of the third angel, whicl
was since the commencement of the Review and
Herald, I have reviewed carefully the whole move-
ment, and the solemn inquiry in my mind has been,
Was it from Heaven or of meu? Afier some nine
montlis careful and cautious examination, I have jusc
arrived at the decision. I believe with all my heart,
it was from Heaven. I cannct believe thot God
would suffer Satan to get up so exact a {ulfillment
of the prophecies to deceive the lovers of Jesus
Christ—those who wait, and look for his appearing.
If any one inquire how I can believe all this, since
Christ did not appear according to the expectation
of his children, I answer: We are instructed [Rev.
xiv,] that an angel should fly through the midst of
heaven, saying, “Fear God,” “for the hour of his
judgment is come,” and yet there is time for two
other messages to follow in succession, before the
Son of man is seen on the white cloud.

I greatly rejoice that wheun “the temple of God
was opened in heaven,” his children en carth saw,
by faith, #the ark of his testament.”

Yours in the blessed hope,
RoswetLl F. CoTTRELL.
M1l Grove, (N. Y.), Oct. 19th, 1851,

From Sister Dow to Sister Temple of Boglon,

Dresr Sister: After long delay I take the pen to
scknowledge the reception of books and papers, for
which I praise God, and give you many thanks, I
became a convert to the Advent faith in 1842. In
1843 I was taken sick, and ever since have been
sorely afflicted. Have had little means of obtaining
light or instruction, and have lived most of the time
with opposers.

The Sabbath question is one on which I had be-
stowed very little thought. Never for a moment
doubted that the fourth commandment was fulfilled
by a right observance of the first day of the week;
taking for granted that the day was changed at the
commencement of the Christian dispensation. But
when my attention was called to the subject by your
pamphlets, and I began to search the Sacred Rec-
ord for proof, how great was my surprise to find
that there was none. I gave the New Testament a
thorough examination, read the books agnin and
again, carefully cowparing all with the Word, and
became fully convinced that the “seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord our God.” This being, as you
know; a work of the understanding, 1 endured it
very well; but when the importance of the subject
camc up heforc me, and the ‘guilt of disobedience, it
reached the heart, and, viewed in connection with
the third angel’s message, was overwhelming.
“The commandment eame, sin revived and I died.”

Bat thanks be to God, the struggle, though severe
was not of long continuance, Light continued to
increase, until the path of duty became unmistakea-
bly plain, and T resolved, God being my helper, to
pursue it whatever may oppose.  With this resolve
came peace and joy such as none but Jesus gives,
and none can find save in the path of obedicence,
My Sabbath, formesly a dear precious day, lost its
charms, and "the Sabbath of the Lord has become
indeed o “day of sacred rest.”
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This subject has also led to great searchings of
heart with regard to all the holy law of God. And
I now humbly ask the prayers of those who have
“purified their soulsin obeying the truth,” that I
may be enabled henceforth fo “ remember the Sab-
bath day to keep it holy.” And also to “walk in
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord
blameless.” Thus I have endeavored to give you
a brief account of my views and feelings. Writing
is very painful to me, much of the time impossible.
If any brother traveling in this vicinity, will be kind
enough to give me a call (at the residence of John
Wileox) I would esteem ita great favor.

The Paper—I prize it very highly. On some
subjects it has already thrown a flood ef lght.
Others are yet a little dark, had hoped by reading
more to get more light. But with grief T'say it, the
paper must be dispensed with unless it can come
frec of all expensc.

P. S. This has been detained a few days awaiting
an oppertunity of private conveyance. y heart is
fall this morning T must add a few lines. 1 want
words to express lo you my gratitude for what I
have received through your instrumentality. O how
ignorant I was of the import of the third angel’s
message, and what a wonder of mercy that it should
be shown to me at this late hour, in my seclusion
from society, and the means of grace and especially
from all of like precious faith. Truly, thiz is the
Lord’s doings and marvellousin my eyes. The
good Shepherd, I humbly trust, has sought me out,
and has led me into green pastures, beside still
walers. EvizaseTs Dow.

Newport (N. I1.), Sept. 25th, 185 1.

From Bro. Truesdell.

Dear Bro. Wurte: I write to let you know that
I am growing stronger in the truth. New light is
continually breaking m upon my pathway. O, 1 do
thank my Heavenly Father for his great mercy in
sepding his servanis this way with the truth, and
that I had a heart to receive it.

There is no bible doci-ine plainer, or more clear-
ly taught, than the doctrine of two laws. One is
called the law of God, a royal law, spiritual, loly,
et and good, and perfect, which is, was, and al-
ways will be, the delight of the saints of God. The
other is called the law of Moses, a yoke of bon-
dage, which Peter says, “ neither our father nor we
were able to bear,” contrary to us and against us.
Notwithstanding this plain fact, Marsh, Cook,
Grew, Bywater, and many others show no differ-
ence, or make no distinciion between these two
laws, but confound them in one, and by so doing are
leading souls to destruction.

Jesus says, if we break one of the feast command-
ments of God’s law, we shall be of no esteem in the
reign of heaven, [Camp Trans.] But they tell us
wemay break the fourth precept in that law, and be
blameless. The Prophet says “Her priests have
violated my law, and have profancd mine holy
things, they have put no difference between the
holy and profane, neither have they shewed differ-
ence between the unclean and the clean, and have
hid their eyes from my Sabbaths, and I am pro-
faned among them,” Kze, xxii, 26.

I rejoice that God is now raising up a class of ser-
vants that will make up the breach in his law,
and restore the fourth commandment. Bro. Edson’s
article in No. 5, on the two laws, is excellent. The
last tingering doubt with reference to the mark of
the beast, (what it is) is gone. Itis so plain that
the first-day sabbath is the sign, or mark of the
heast, that those who reject this truth will be left
without excuse.

The little band in Elmira, numbering twelve, are
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of the truth.
Our meetings on the Sabbath are interesting and
profitable. 'The third angel’s message wakes up,
and puts new life into God’s people, and unites them
in one. Last June there was not one in Elmira that
observed the Sabbath of the Lord. God speed the
message is my prayer. M. M. TRUESDELL,

Elmira, (N. Y.), Oct. 28th. 1851.

From Bro. Drew,

Dear Bro. Wmite: Bro. Stockings and myself
were at Centerville, Elmira, Martin’s Hill, "and
Hornby, wecek before last. 'There had been some
one through those places but a short time before,
distributing Mr. Grew’s Pamphlets, containing the
no Sabbath views. A few were shaken, but I irust
they will see the fallacy of that work, and become
established in the truth.. We saw Bro. Sweet, and
think he will receive the third angel’s message.

Dear brother I have regretted that I did not at-
tend the conference at Oswego. We think of hav-
ing another at Bath soon. Ifso we shall expest you,
or some of the traveling brethren to meet withus,

LessEus DREw.

Pultney, (N. Y.), Oct. 28th, 1851,

From Bro. Washburn.

Drar Bro. Warre: 1 think it ig¢ high time
that I should inform you respecting the paper you
have sent to usin these woods, I want you to continue
it, for I find that it agrees with the Bible, and that is
my guide. We do rejoice in the light that we have
received in cbeying the commands of God. Inowre-
joice, with my wife and family, in keeping the seventh
day holy unto the Lord.

There are none that belicve in the Sabbath to our
knowledge within seventy miles of us. I feel more
convinced that the sanctuary is being cleansed, since
I have commenced keeping the seventh day, than
before. Iam poor i this world, but I feel rich in
faith a part of the time, and 1 can say, glory be to
God forever, for the Lord thinketh on me, and my
family, although in a howling wilderness, praise his
name. I hope he will find me when he comes. Please
to forgive me in not writing before. 1 will aid in

ublishing the paper as the Lord may prosper me.
do rejoice that the Lord put it into the mind of Brn.
Rhodes and Andrews to make us a visit last spring
to give us the light of the third angel’s message, for
I find that it agrees with the Bible and my experi-
ence.
CaLviN WASHBURN.
No. 5, First Range, (Me.), Nov. Sth, 1851.

Fromn Bro. Wiley.

Dear Bro. Waire: On account of the bad
state of the weather, I left the conference at Medford
very early Monday. Had I known what time the
cars left Boston, for South Reading, (at which place
I reside,) Ishould have staid to commemorate the
death of our dear Saviour, with the brethren, which
to me would have been a great privilege. T would
here add my feeble testimony in fuvor of ihe meeting.
It was the first meeting of the kind that I ever at-
tended; and though 1t progressed ditferently from
what I had expected, yet I can sayit was good for
me {o be there.

By it I learned a number of things, that are prof-
itable. First, how that the enemy tempts us to in-
dulge unholy thoughts, and look with jealous eye,
upon those that God has called to feed, and watch
over the flock. Second, that while wc retain such
feelings, grudging one against another, we are shorn
of our strength, and cannot have power with God.
Third, that God designs that his people shall receive
light, and truth, in just the way he has chosen, to
which my heart responds, amen, praisc ye the Lord.

From what I have secn of those who are giving
the third angel’s message, just as we have it in Rev.
xiv, 9—12, I can say that my heart and hand is with
them. Come life or death, let us stand shoulder to
shoulder. Though there be no more than Gideon
had, (300,) yet with the Arkof the Lord, we are des-
tined to overthrow the Midianites,

Since the conference a1 Medford, I have seen the
advent people at South Reading, and talked with
some who express a willingness, and desire, to hear
the truth, and I think that if’ some good lecturer eonld
go there, good would be accomplished.

Yours in hope of the glory of Ged,
ALrRED WILEY.
North Reading, (Mass.), Nov. 4th, 1851,

From Bro, Andrews.

Dear Bro. Wurre: In the midst of tribula-
tion and affliction my soulis joyful in God. Iwas never
more deeply impressed with the importance of the
work in which we are engaged, than at the present
time. My heart is bound up in it, and in a work so
sacred I would cheerfully spend and be spent. Souls
are perishing, who may now be reached, the time
for laboris short, the night in which no man can work
is at hand. Shall we not then while the day lasts,
do what we can, so that by any means we may save
some ?

I spent the first Sabbath after leaving you, with the
brethren in Oswego. Found them strong in God,
and well established in the present truth, Several
who have not been with them heretofore, have recent-
ly united with them in keeping the commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus.

In Cleveland O,, I found a few who are willing to
manifest their love to God by keeping his command-
ments. I regret to say, however, that by a cunning-
ly devised fable, some others are making void the
seventh commandment. Those, however, who make
void the fourth commandment by a similar fable, are
not well prepared to rebuke sucl}{ iniquity.

In Norwalk and Milan, we had a season of consid-
erable interest. Some things which had hindered
the work of God were removed, and several who
were halting between two opinions, took a decided
stand for the truth, May the blessing of God rest up-
on his people in that place,

I have spent eeveral days in this city and vicinity.
Strong prejudices scemed to exist in the minds of
many ; in other minds some degree of conviction as



¢ the truth of this subject. So far as I have been
a0 o, 1 have endeavored to set forth the reasons of
my faith and hope.  God has scen fit in some meas-
ure {e bless the clfort, a considerable number, will
trust turn away their feet from the Sabbath, and
cease to'de their own pleasure on the Liord’s holy day.
I hope that wisdom and grace may be imparted to
them, so thatthey meay act with decision in keeping
the commandments of God.

1 shall leave in a short time for Indiana. 1hope
to go with the blessing of God resting upon me, and
labor with aceeptance in his cause.  Adieu.

J. N. Andrews.

Cincinati, O., Oct. 27th, 1831.

Ixtracts of Letters.

Bro. Frederick Wheeler writes from Rocky Hill,
Conn. Oct. 21st, 18512

«Before leaving the conference at Sufton, I {elt
that it was duly to visit this State, and in company
with Bro. Holt T came down to the confercnce at
Berlin,  The meeting was blest of God to the quick-
ening of his saints. It was a scason of refreshing
from his presence, The next Sabbath } spent at,
Abbington i company with Bri. Holt, Chamberlain
and Belden. A few confessed the truth fully, and
others were interested, 1 think & company will be
raised up in that place to hold up the light of the
third angel’s message. I have since visiled several
places, and have endeavored to present the truth to
such as have an ear to hear. I spent Jast Sabbath
with Bro. Daniels at Chickopee, and had a very in-
teresting interview with him.

“Last first-day I spent at Warehouse Point, gpoke
threc times to the brethren in the Advent Hall
Somec were quite interested, and I believe that some
in that place will soon confess the whole trath, and
take a stand on the commandments of God.

“ believe that 1 have enjoyed the approbation of
God as it regards my course since [ have started
out to give myself more fully to the great work of
proclaiming the lart message of merey, the sealing
trath of the gespel. I know that Tam nothing of|
mysell; and am sometimes led to inquire, can it be
possible that God has called onc so wenk, g0 unwor-
thy, to thiz great work. And yet I fecl his con-
straining hiand laid upon me, and I sink into his will,
and endeavoer to consecrate myself, and all anew to
him and his work, and fcel that God accepis the sac-
rifice. My future course [ leave with God to direct.
Ihave started out ic labor when and where he
shall open the way, and to continue®to travel as
fong as the Lord shall open the way, and bless me
in ¥o doing. Pray for me that I may not be lelt to
my own understanding, but thatl may be guided by
heavenly wisdom inall that T de.

“1 can this morning, by faith, in some degree an-
ticipate the glorics of the heaveuly rest, and my
heart takes fresh courage. The gospel armor I
will not put off; the contest I will not yicld, until with
all the ransomed host I shout the final victory in
the name of the Liord, Amen.”

Bro. Holt writes from Fairhaven, (Mass.), Oct.
20th, 1851 :

“Since I parted with you at Sutton, (Vi.), L have
visited some towns in New Hampshire, Connecticut,
Rhode Island, and Massachusetts, In all these pla-
ces the interest s increasing in the great and impor-
tant truths of the third angels message, 1 foundthe
brethren that have embraced the present trath, hol-
ding fast the profession of their faith without wave -
ing. Our conference in Connecticut was one of decp
interest to the tried fricnds. Perfect unijon existed
through the mecting. The Spirit of the Lord was
poured out, and the brethren weve strengthened, and
encouraged, to press forward to the Holy City. The
truth 1 think took deep root in some hearts, while
ihe law of God shone clear from the New Tes-
tament.

“Y fecl more and more like serving God with my
wholc heart. O 1 want to be like Jesus, and sufter
with him here, that I may rcign with him in glory.
1 do delight in the holy law of God, and T1hank God
that Jesus Christ has made me frec from the faw of
sinand death. Glory be to God, T will praise him
forever for the light of his Word.

« I found some in the cast part of Connecticut who
have received the truth, and others are decply inter-
ested, also m Rhode Island. May the Lord give
them strength to stand, is my daily prayer. I he-
lieve he has some jewels in Rhode Island that will
adorn the Holy City. Amen.

“The meetings in this place, Sabbath and First-
day, werc interesting. The Lovd crowned them
with bhis blessing, though they were meetings of
labor, Truth triumphed, and the Spirit of the Lord
prevailed.”

Dro. Israel Alden of Bath, (N.Y.), writes, Oet.
28th, 1551
“J rcturned with Bro. Stockings, yesterday from
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a visit to Elmira and Centerville. At the former
place we found guite a number of the deur saints,
striving to keep the commandments of God, and the
fuith of Jesus. We leid mectings Sabbath and
First-day with them. The truth was sanctioned hy
the Holy Spirit. Glory to the name of Jesus, he was
present to strengther: and confirm his people,  Tru-
Iy he clothes his ministers with salvation, and his
saints shiout aloud for joy.

“ The meliing power of God was mauifested while
we partook of the emblems of the broken body and
slied biood of Jesus. And when we had so done
we washed the sainC’s feet, in obcdience to
the precept and example of our blessed Lord. If

the testimony of the Spiritis worth anything, as.

received on this occasion, it certainly is right to {ol-
fow the example, and obey the precept of our Divine
Lord, in this ordinance of the church. 'We left them
strong in God, in the midst of cnemies, and with bit-
ter oppusition from even those who have been look-
ing for the Lord.

“At Centerville therc are five or six who are
scarching earnestly for the truth. Some of them
have decided to sanctify the Sabbath of the Lovd
our Cod. The opposition there, as in other places,
is strong; but I hope, and belicve the truth will tri-
umph.”

Sister Seely of Rochester (N.Y.), writes, Oct.
1d¢h, 1851 :

“ According to your request, (which I esteem a
great privilege,) I write a few lines. I have re-
ceived your paper for nearly one year. At first I
merely read it to gratify an acquaintance. I soom
became interested, and was anxious to know the
troth. T wentto the Lord to teach me, to give me
wisdom. I had no rest day or night. I had always
Lelieved the Liord was in the advent movement. 1
nover have had a deubt. The first book I read of
Bro. Miller’s T read with great interest, and the first
advent lecturer that came to Rochester I heard, and
received the truth with gladness of heart., Andnow
after T have come so far, shall I reject the third
angel’s message?

“My friends, who are many, besides the church
said thatthe law was all done away in Christ, and
if T kept the eeventh day, I was [allen from grace.
i made my case knownto J. B. Cook. He said he
had kept the seventh day, and had been shown that
it was wrong. Elder Marsh said there was no day,
binding to be kept, one day is just as good a5 anoth-
er, Oh, I praise the Lord thatI was not left to be-
lieve them.

“The church that I had always loved, I loved
still. I knew I should be looked upon by them as a

Ipoor deluded one if' I observed the Sabbath; but all

[ wanted was to know that it was right and I woaid
keep it. 1 went te hear Bro. Rhodes, and was
strengthened in the truth. 1t is now about eight
weeks since I began o keep the Lord’s Sabbath.
“1 need the prayers of God’s children, and T know

[ have them. Jesus does hear prayer. My soul is
exceedingly happy while writing. Though storms
are without, I have peace within. I praise the Lord
for his truth, and for a heart to believe it. It cuts
me loose from the world, yes, I gladly leave all,
even my dear friends, to follow Jesus.

“I am happy, I am happy—Oh wondrous account,

My Joys are immortal, I stand on the mount,

And gaze on my treasure, and long to be there,

With Jesus my Saviour, the kingdom to share.”

The following we take from an excellent letter written by
a Sister in Volney, N. Y. It was not designed for publica-
tion ; yet it contains so much important truth, that we take
the liberty to publish it for the comfort and benefit of the
little flock  “ Come out from among them and bu ye sepa
rate,” says Paul.

“My soul has been filled with joy inexpressible of
late in view of the opening truths of the blessed Bi-
ble. T am refreshed in reading in the paper of the
prosperity of Zion. 1 read many of my own
thoughts and feelings in the expressions of gratitude
to God, from the brethren, for the way that he has
fed them, and for the means used in bringing them
to an understanding of the truth, True, I have my
trials. Ifeveri knew anything about a rending of
heart, it has been in view of the necessary prepara-
tion to live in thesight God withoutan Interccssor.
The present is the only time to seek that preparation,
1 am gensible that I must be even as the Word re-
quires. My deeds must compare well with the
¢ Statate Book,” or I shall not receive the seal of
Glod, and he covered with his covering. I think that
the only way to gain the ascendency over the pow-
ers of darkness 18 to agonize with God in secret
prayer.

“Since the Oswego Conference I liave felt that I
wis dead unto the world, and alive unto God, more
than ever before. My dark understanding has been
daily enlightened by the Holy Spirit of promise as

b
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'‘Thave studied the Word, and sought to know the
| will of God concerning me.  The stand that I was
%legl to take there, in regard to separating from the
wicked, has had a tendency to make me feel that I
{ was crucified unto the world, and the world unto me,
;more than any restriction that tiie Lord has ever
“put upon me.
[ *But I wonder at the forhearance of God with
rme. The Enemy was determined to make me think
 that if Iscparated from sinners, it would be setting
cmyself up wiser than Christ; but how different,
; How plain the design of God in separating his chil-
“dren in this time of preparation to stand before him,
“blameless, holy, unrebukable, the son of Gad. Why
should we conform to this world by visiting and
having communion with those to whom we cwn have
I no possible access with the trath? How plain that
“the Lord has *“hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes,” even
junto us who confess his works and ways,  God has
I design in separating us from the world, and it is
necessary that we understand it in order to be bene-
tfited. It is not, if T understand it, because we are
i by nature more holy, ncither because we have no
necd of them in any way, but becavise God has a
more important work for us to perform on the carth.
We have no time to spend as they wish to spend it
We seek not our, nor their, present, but eternal wel-
fare. And as they reject the “ Word of Life” we
leave them, and press our way to those who are
starving for the want of it.

“We live no longer the rest of our time unto our-
selves, but unto God. O, I do confess with shame
that had I been firmly planted o the truth, and been
fiving wholly in reference to the coming of the Son
of man, I should have long before learned this, and
many other lessons which I have yet to learn, Now
I will say that T have never kinown of any one thing
that seemed to lift me up in the sight of the Lord,
wherc I could seem to hive in his favor, as that of
coming “out from among them,” and being sepa-
rate. [ have fult a transforming by the renewing of
my mind, that I was his, Chris’s, and he was mine,
and that I was net of this world. Ard I do now
praice the Lord and take courage. I am sensible
that T have but just begun to tread the thorny path
that leads to the Celestial City. We need keen
trials to fit ue for that holy place. Jesus trod the
thorny way and suflered unjustly, but we justly be-
cause of sm.

“1 was thinking a few days since of the bitter cup
God had necessarily prepared for us, which we
must drink to sanctify and savc us. And that he
had an equally bitter cup for the wicked; but it
will not sanctify and save them. I felt encourag-
ed to drink with patience, and account not my
life dear unto me for the sake of Christ. I re-
alizo too, that the feeblest lamb amid the flock is,
and will be, the Shepherd’s care.

“The Lord leads his children along step by
step, and wheun we have the light to take one,
we shall have no more until we have first taken
that step. Then we can see clearly how, and
where o take the next. “We walk by faith, and
uot by sight”” And cvery step we take must have
a previous trial to fit us to stand after we have
taken it. I expect as we advance, the pathway
will narrow, and grow more and more rugged,
and there will be no chance to rest this side im-
mortality.,  As I feel that T am in the crucible, I
wish to be thoroughly refined, (only let me endure
the trial,) and madc like Jesus.

“My soul is not ounly troubled for mysclf, but
for others who also must have much done for
them. Some, who profess to love Clod, and have
this world’s goods, think it hard to let'go of it, to
help othersinto the kingdom. Suchlove iz counter-
leit coin. It will never pass the fiery ordeal. I
should like to have them placed, for a little while,
where there was an abundance around them, but
could not control any of it, if they really wanted it to
obtain the word of !ife.  Then have held up before
them the bleeding cause or” Zianin its truc light, and
what they must be to be found like Josus; and see
if they wounld notszigh aloud for the freedom they now
enjoy. If it were millions they possessed they would
rejoice fhe more to give all. I thank the Lord that
he has let me feel a little for Zion.

“But how unworthy to speak or write in his
name. My soul is bowed with revercnce as I write,
his mercy has been so great in giving me to sec and
keep the true Sabbath, and to see all his past won-
derful work in the advent movement, and noi the
third angel’'s message, which is gathering the rem-
nant into the “unity of the faith” and the knowl-
edge of the Son of God. O, [ do want to take to
myself the whole armor, that I may have a shield
from the power of Satan, and be kept from the hour
of temptation, that is soon coming upon all the
world, and stand at last upon the sea of glass with
the 144,000. Blessed release! Checr up, yo weary
ones; rcmember, some crowns will have many stars,




66

I long to have those who have Dborne the burden
and heat of the day receive them.”

GOSPEL UNION,
Nothing is more desirable than union in the church

of Christ. And there can be no permanent and serip-1

tural union, without an agreement in views of bible
truth. “Howbeit,” says Jesus, “whon he the Spir-
it of truth is come, he will guide you into all ¢ruth.”
“ He will shew you things to come.” John xvi, 13.
It is the design of 1leaven that the church should en-
joy the Comforter fully, be led into all truth, conse-
quently be one. One in sentiment and in action.
0, what a church that would be—* the light of the
world”"—%“a city that is set on an hill.” Iow im-
pressive and instruetive the prayer of Jesus.

“Sanctify them through thy TRUTH; thy word is
TRUTH. ~Asthou hast sent me into the world, even so
have I also sent them into the world And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through
the TRUTH. Neither pray I for these alone, BUT FOR
TUFEM ALSO WHICH SHALL BELIEVE ON ME
THROUGH THEIR WORD ; that they all may be one;
as thou Father, art in me, and I in thes, that they also may
b one in us, THAT THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE
THAT THOU HAST SENT ME” John xvii, 17—21.

Truth is a unit. The office of the Comforter, the
the Spirit of truth, is to guide into all truth. The
prayer of Jesus will be answered, and the church
will be one, especially that chureh, that is to stand
in the time of trouble such as never was, and is to be
changed to immortality, and translated, at the ap-
pearing of the Son of God. Says Paul:

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangclists ; and some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry for the
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the
UNIT%’ O THE FAITH,” &c. “That we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro,” &e. Eph. iv, 11—14.

This perfect unity of the faith never has existed
since the days of the apostles. It is evidently to ex-
ist just prior to the Second Advent, and is to be com-
pleted by the “latter rain,” the “refreshing from the
presence of the Lord,” when the Comforter, the Spirit
of truth, is to be poured out in all its fullness.

It is the present duty of every child of God to
search for truth, seek carefully for the Spirit of truth,
plead carnestly for the Comforter, and strive to be
united fully with that people who have the truth.
“Thy law is the truth,” “Thy word is truth.”

All scripture is given by inspirvation of God, and is
profitable.” Ilere we will give a class of texts, never
more applicable, and, to our mind, never so impor-
tant, as to that people who have been scattered and
torn, and who are to witness the time of trouble, and
the coming of the Son of Man. We hope our read-
crs will study them with much care,

#“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that theve
be no divisions among you: but that ye be perfectly Joined
together in the same mnind, and in the same judgment.” Cor.
1,10:

“ Now the God of patience and eonsolation grant you to
be like-minded one toward another according to Christ Jesus;
That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God.”
Rom. xv, b, 6.

«If there be therefore any eonsolation in Chiist, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels
and mereies fulfill yve my joy, that ye be like-minded, having
thie same love, being of onc accord, of one mind, Phil. ii, 1, 2.

“Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good com-
fort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love and

eace shall be with you. Greet one another with an holy
Eissv” 2, Cor. xili, 11, 12, Sce also, 1 Pet, iii, 8; and Phil.iii
16.

{55 We regret the long delay of this number.
The next may be expected in two weeks.

THE SABBATH,

The many positions taken by those who oppose
the Sabbath of the Bible, ave as much at variance
with each othier, as with owr position. We were
forcibly struek with this fact while reading an article
in the * Advent Tlerald” of Oect. 25, 1851, headed
“ The New Testament Sabbath.”  As there is no sig-
nature, we suppose the ¢ Ilerald” fully endorses the
sentiment of the article. The writer, in laboring to
establish the first day, correctly states that Rom. xiv,
5, 6; Gal. iv, 10, and Col. ii, 16, do not refer to a day
of weekly rest. So any one may sce that he, in es-
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tablishing his first day sabbath, takes from the no-
Sabbath position its most reliable props. We copy
the following from the article, on this point, which
e pronounce ¢oon.

“Some have suggested that the weekly day of rest
under the gospel, which is an eminently spiritual dis-
pensation, is not to be a rest from labor or business,
but only from sin. To such it is sufficient to reply,
that every day of life ought to be a day of abstinence
from all sin; and when it shall be shown that we are
at liberty to indulge in six days out of seven, and then
avoid it for one day only, it will be time enough to
make a more serious and expanded answer.

“ut some persons of more seriousness ask, Does
not the apostle Paul (Rom. xiv, 5, 6,) declare the ob-
servance of days a matter of indifference? Te does;
but the context clearly shows that he speaks not of
the weekly Sabbath, nor of any institution of the dec-
alogue, but of matters beside the moral lasv. The
same remark is substantially applicable to what he
cays in Gal. iv, 10, and in Col. ii, 16.

“Tvery law is to be kiown by its position and con-
nection in a code. This is an invariable rule in inter-
preting every body of laws, and ought to be applied
to the laws of God and the teaching of the apostles.
When tlie whole connection of one of their arguments
shiows that they arc simply endeavoring to wean their
converts from Jewish eeremonies, it is most unfair to
extend their goneral remarks to institntions as old as
the creation, and observed before the fall of man, and
Dby all the pious after the fall, up to the giving of the
ceremonial law, and then not re-enacted as a part of
the ceremonial law, but ptt in the middle of the moral
law. ‘The hand-writing of ordinances which was
against us,'is indecd *blotted out;’ but that can nev-
ér prove that the Sabbath, which is for us, is blotted
out also. * * * *

“The apostle James says, ‘Ile that keepeth the
whole law, and yet offendeth in one point, is guilty
of all”  That he here means the moral law is e ident,
for he cites two of the precepts of it in the next verse:
‘Do not commit adultery,” ‘Do not kill." James ij,
10, 11. Now, if you do not kill, or swear profanely,
yet if you violate the fourth commandment, you are
beeome a transgressor of the law. Let those who in-
Gulge in Antinomian laxity concerning the law of the
Sabbath, solemnnly consider the course of rcasoning
adopted by James, and be warned in time.”

How to Stop your Payper.

If you wish the *Review and Herald” discontin-
ued, please return one number with your name and
address written npon it, or get the Post Master to do
it for you, and no more will be sent to you unless
you requestit. 'We have no desire to send the paper
where it is not wanted.

1f you wish to stop other papers, where a stated sum
is required, you should first pay what you owe, and
request your paper discontinued. Then if the Pub-
lisher continues to send it, you should not take it
from the Post Office, unless you wish it continued.
If you take it from the Post Office, the Publisher can
require pay; but if you refuse to take it from the
Oflice, it is the Post Master’s duty to notify the Pub-
lisher, and he will discontinue it,

The fact that some of the brethren who are poor
have continued to take papers that they did not
want, because they did not know how to get rid of
theny, has led us to make these remarks.

IS~ We see by the late numbers of the “Harbin-
ger” that the Editor is replying to our Review of his
article, entitled, “Seventh-Day Sabbath Abolished.”
‘We humbly think that lis assertions ave much strong-
er than his arguments.  We have not had time to
notice his position in this number, but expoct to in
our next,

{=¥= The quantity of paper we purchased last Au-
gust, and which we have used in publishing the
“Review and Ilerald” is nearly exhausted, and we
shall soon be under the necessity of purchasing again.
Some have suggested that we might use a poorer ar-
ticle of paper, but we feel very unwilling to do so.—
We think the friends of the cause generally would
decide to use nice paper. From tho best caleulation
we can make, the cost of a volume of thirteen num-
bers of our paper would not be more than three cents
less, if we should use such paper, as is used for the
“Tarbinger.” Will those who feel an interest in the
paper, especially the committee, give us their advice
S00M.,

The Poor,

It is with the greatest pleasure that we send the “Review
and Herald” to the worthy poor, gratis. ‘Hearken my be-
loved brethren,” says the apostle James “hath not God cho-
sen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the
kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him.”?
It 1s this class that we are most sure of benefiting. God calls
the rich as well as the poor, and the reason why he chooses
the poor, is because they obey his call, and follow him, not
being hindered by the deceitfulness of riclhes and the cares
of this world.  *So the poor of the flock, that waited upon
we, knew that it was the word of the Lord.,” Zech, xi, 1.

We are sure that if the cause in which we are encaced is
of God, the poor will share its henefits, and we could r:joice
to enter 1,000 names of the worthy poor upon our list imme-
diately. If God has called us to the work of publishing the
paper, it will be fully and freely supported without waste of
time in writing duns, or space In its columns to publish them,

We see by the late numbers of the “Harbinger and Advo.-
cate” that the editor has struck trom his * free [ist” al) but 75
of his “201 names of the worthy poor,” because he is not
able to continue to send the “IHarbinger and Advocate” to
them free. Here we wish to say, that this is just such alist
as we wish 1o obtain. And if some of the brethren in, or
near Rochester will take the trouble to obtain the “Harbin-
ger’s” free list of the worthy poor, and forward it to us, wo
will send them the Review and Herald free, and ifany are
so poor that they cannot well pay the postage on it, we will
cheerfully pay it for them. The brethren should look up the
poor, and send in their names.

A Hymn Book,

There are many calls for our little Hymn Book, but the
small edition is exhausted, or nearly so. We wish, there-
fore, to publish a larger collection of Hymns, applicable to
our faith and hope. And we now invite all who feel inter-
ested in such a work to forward to our address, appropriate
Hymns, cither original or select. 'We want a number of
good Hymns on the Sabbath. If the friends will help, we
can have a choice Hymn Book.

— e ——

[ZZ"While we have been from home, many letters have
been received, some requiring an answer, and many orders
for books and papers. Weare not able to give them that at-
tention they deserve for want of time. We will do the best
we can, and if we pass over anything of importance tho
friends must write again, If correspondents wish to save us
much time and perplexity, and have their orders attended to
correctly, they should put that which relates to business mat-
ters on a sheet, or a portion of the sheet, by itself.

) g2rOur list of names has increased about one tenth with-
in four weeks. 'We hope and believe that the increase wilf
be greater for time to come. Those who send names for the
paper should always notify the individual to whom it is to be
sent, and ascertain whether it is, oris not, a welcome messen-
ger ; and if it is not, we should be notified of the fact so as
to discontinue it.

‘We have 500 copies of each of the back numbers of the
present volume, designed for those who wish the paper. The
brethren should remember to send in the names of all whe
wish to take the Review and Herald, whether they are able
topay forit ornot. And if any of the friends know of our
sending it where it is not wanted, they should notify us of i¢
immediately.

75 We have sent a box of books and papers to Josiah
Hart, Northfield, Vt., for the traveling’ bret r?en to distrib-
ute.

§5Brm. Joseph Bates and Hiram Edson intend visiting
Canada West, and lahoring some weeks there. =
Bro. G. W. Holt left Saratoga the 18th, on his way from
Veémonli ItlodOswego.
ro. Rhodes has returned from Mich., and givi
accognt of the state of things in Jackson gives & good
The labors of Bro. J. N. Andrews in the west |
greatly blest of the Lord. have been
Bro. E. Goadwin writes that those who have

) A recent!
cecived the truth in Oswego v e

are strong in the faith.

33 We shall be happy to have the traveling brethren,
and the friends of present truth who may visit Saratooa, give
us a call at the corner of Cireular and Phila Streets.

Letters received since October 21.

G. W. Holt, L. Scely, S. W. Rhodes 3, E. Harmon, J. N,
Andrews 3, L. Drew, H. Edson 2, 1. Alden, W. M. Sinith,
M. M. Troesdell, N. N, Lunt, A. Wiley, W. Mayhew
Sophronia, J. Bates 3, J, K. Bellows, O."R. L. Crozier, J.
€. Bowles, 2, E. Everts, 8. Howland, O. Nichols, M. Lock.
woad, R. It, Cottrell, M, L. Bauder, Elias Goodwin.

Receipts.

A. R.Morse, D. R. Palmer, J. C. Bowles, L. Kellogg, $5:
each, Harveé Childs, W. Holcomb, Lewis Rader, $3 ;ggacﬁ’?-’
L. Bunnel, C, K. Farnsworth, C. J. Stowell, Alfred Wiley,,
J. Noyes, L. Freeto, Geo. Smith, L. 0. Stowell, Alinond
Arnold, L. B. Caswell, $2 each; E. E. Travis, J. Smith, S,
W. Flanders, H. E, Carver, A. M. Curtis, W. Leadbeater,
R. Moran, Z. W. Leach, D. Philips, O. Frizzle, J. Park.
Wm. Mayhew, Geo. W. Ferry, J. M. Ballou, L, Stowell, Al
H. Barnes, Justus Smith, H. Morgan, W. Ingalls, O. H. C.
Simonds, R. Lockwood, J, Jordan, J. Cottrell, C. A. Curtis
C. Bigelow, L each; H. 8. Gurney. L. Martin, W. Peck,
F. Alexander, 50 cents each. ’

For the Pamphlet entitled ¢ Experience and Views,?
O. Hewet, Russel Lockwood, Sarah Griggs, $1 each.

DAVISON’S PRINTING AND STEREOTYPE ESTABLISHMENT,
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
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