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OBJECTIONS TO THE DOCTRINE.,

V artous difficulties and objections would arise
in my mind, from time to time; certain texts
would occur to me, which seemed to weigh against
my conclusions; and I would not present a view
to others, while any difficulty appeared to militate
against it. I therefore continued the study of the
Bible, to see if I could sustain any of these objec-
tions. My object was not merely to remove them,
but T wished to see if they were valid.

Sometimes when at work, a text would arise
like this, % Of that day and hour knoweth no man,”
d&c.: and how then could the Bible reveal the
time of the advent? I would then immediately
examine the context in which it was found, and I
saw at once, that in the same connection we are
informed how we may know when it is nigh, even
at the doors: consequently that text could not
teach that we could know nothing of the time of
that event, Other texts which are advanced in
support of the doctrine of a temporal millennium,
would arise ; but on examining their context, I in-
wariably found that they were applicable only to
the eternal state, or were so illustrative of the
spread of the Gospel here, as to be entirely irrele-
vans to the position they were adduced to support.

Thus all those passages that speak of the will of
God being done on earth as in heaven, of the earth
being full of the knowledge of the glory of God,
&c., could not be applicable to a time when the
Man of Sin was prevailing against the saints, or
when the righteous and wicked were dwelling to-
gether, which Is to be the case until the end
of the world. Those which speak of the gos-
pel being preached in all the world, teach that as
soon as it should be thus preached, the end was
to come, so that it could not be delayed 1000
years from that time, nor long enough for the
world's conversion after the preaching of the gos-
pel as a witness.

The question of the resurrection and judgment,
was for a time an obstacle in the way : being in-
structed that all the dead would be raised at the
same time, I supposed it must be so taught in the
Bible; but I soon saw it was one of the traditions
of the elders.

So also with the return of the Jews: that ques-
tion I saw could only be sustained by denying the
positive declarations of the New Testament which
assert, “ there is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek”—that “ the promise that he shall be
the heir of the world was not to Abraham and his
seed through the law, but through the righteous-
ness of faith”—that “there is neither Jew nor
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female,” but that
“if yo are Christ’s, then are ye Abraham's seed,
and heirs according fo the promise.” I was tliere-
fore obliged to discard an objection which assertsthat
there is a difference between the Jew and Greek—
that the children of the flesh are accounted for the
seed, &e.

In this way I was occupied for five years, from
1818 to 1823, in weighing the various objections
whiclt were being presented to my mind. ~During
that time, more objections arose in my mind, than
have been advanced by my vpponents since; and
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I know of no objection that has been since advanc-
ed which did not then occur to me. But how-i
ever strong they at first appeared, after examin-
ing them In the light of the divine Word, I could
only compare them to straws laid down singly as |
obstacles, on a well beaten road: the car. of truth
rolled over them, unimpeded in its progress.

STILL IMPRESSED WITH THE DUTY OF PRESENTING
THE EVIDENCES OF THE ADVENT.

I was then fully settled in the conclusions which
geven years previously had begun to bear with such
impressive force upon my mind; and the duty of
presenting the evidence of the nearness of the ad-
vent to others—which I had managed to ewade!
while I could find the shadow of an objection re-
maining against its truth—again came home to me
with great force. I had, previously, only thrown:
out occasional hints of my views, I thenbeganto
speak more clearly my opinions to my neighbors,
to ministers and others. To my astonishment, I,
found vé&ry few who listened with any interest. Oc-
casionally one would see the force of the evidence;
but the great majority passed it by as an idle tale.
1 was therefore disappointed in finding any who
would declare this doctrine, as I felt it .should be,
for the comfort of saints and as a warning to:
sinners.

I continued to study the Scriptures, and was
more and more convinced that I had apersonal du-/
ty to perform respecting this matter ‘When I was
about mny business, it was continually ringing in
my ears, “Go and tell the world of their danger.”
This text was constantly oceurring to me, “ When’
I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, theu shalt:
surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the
wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thy’
hand. ~Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of
his way to turn from it; if he do not tura from his
way, he shall dic in his iniquity ; but thou hast de-
livered thy soul.” Eze. xxxiil, 8, 8. I felt that if
the wicked could be effectually warned, maultitudes
of them would repent ; and that if they were not
warned, their blood might be required atmy hand.
1 did all I could to avoid the conviction that any
thing was required of me; and I thought that by
freely speaking of it to all, I should perform my
duty, and that God would raise up the niecessary
instrumentality for the accomplishment of the
work. I prayed that some minister might see the
truth, and devote himself to its promulgation : but
still it was impressed upon me, * Go and tell it to
the world : their blood will I require at thy hand.”

The more I presented it in conversation, the
more dissatisfied I felt with myself for withholding
it from the public., I tried to excuse myself to the
Lord for not going out and proclaiming it to the
world. I told the Lord that I was not used to pub-
lic speaking, that I had not the necessary .qualifi-
cations te gain the attention of an audience, thatI
was very diffident and feared to go before the world, |
that they would “ not believe me nor hearken to
my voice,” that I was “slow of speech, and of a
stow tongue.” But I could get no relief.

In this way I struggled on for nine yeaxs longer,
pursuing the study of the Bible, doing all I could
to present the nearness of Christ’s coming to
those whom circumstances threw in my way, but
resisting my impressions of duty, to go out as a
public teacher. I was then fifty years old, and it
seemed _impossible for me to surmount the obsti-
cles which lay in my path, to successfully present
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1t in a public manner.

| he should regreui of me.

MR. MILLER WRITES A SERIES OF ARTICLES FOR
THE PRESS.
Quite a number wished me to write out my views.
I accordingly prepared a series of articles over the
sj;gnature of W. M., and sent them to the Vermont
elegraph, a Baptist paper, then published at Bran-
don, Vt. The editor refused to publish them un-
less he could know the name of the writer. I ac-

{ cordingly communicated it to him, supposing that

he would not make it public. The articles then ap-
p‘iil‘ref in a sertijs 1(:f sixteen numbers, the first of
which was published in
v P the paper, dated May
I had suppoesed in communicating my views te
the world in this series of articles, that I should
have performed all that was required of me ; but I
could not escape the impression, “Go and tell it
to the world, their blood will I require at thy hand.”
It some how became known that I was the writer
of those articles; I began to be flooded with Jet-
ters of inquiry respecting my views; and visitors
flocked to converse with me on the subject. I be-
came more distressed, lest the blood of souls should
b2 requiréd of me.

HE COVENANTS WITH &OD TO GO WHERE THE
‘WAY OPENS,

One Saturday after breakfast, in the Summer of
1833, I sat down at my desk to examine some
point; and as I arose to go out to work, it came
home to me with more force than ever, “Go and
tell it to the world.” The impression was so sud-
den, and came with such force, that I settled down
into my chair, saying, I can’t go, Lord. « Why
not #” seemed to be the response ; and then all my
excuses came up, my want of ability, &e.; but my
distress became so great, I entered into a solemn
covenant with God, that if he would open the way.
I would go and perform my duty to the world,
“ What do you mean by opening the way #” seem-
ed to come to me. ‘Why, said 1, if I should have
an invitation to speak publicly in any place, I will
go and tell them what I find in the Bible about the
Lord’s coming. Instantly all my burden was gone
and I rejoiced that I should not probably be thus
called upon; for I had never had such an invita-
tion: my trials were not known, and I had but
little expectation of heing invited to any field of
labor.

In about half an hour from this time, before I
had left the room, a son of Mr. Guilford, of Dres-
den, about sixteen miles from my residence, came
in and said that his father had sent for me, and
wished me to go home with him. Supposing that
he wished to sce me on some business, I asked him
what he wanted? He replied that there was to
be no preaching in theiv church the next day, and
his father wished to have me come and talk to the
people on the subject or the Lord’s coming. I was
immediately angry with myself for having made
the covenant I had; I rebelled at once against the
Lord, and determined not to go. I left the boy
without giving him any answer, and retired in

reat distress to a grove near by, There I strug-
gled with the Lord for about an hour, endeavoring
to release myself from the covenant I had made
with him; but I could get no relief. It was im-
pressed upon my conscience, “ Will you make a
covenant with God and break it so soon ?” and the
exceeding sinfulness of thus doing overwhelmed
me. I finally submitted, and promised the Lord
that if he would sustain me, I would go, trusting
in him to give me grace and ability to perform all
I returned to the house,
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and found the boy still waiting ; Le remained till af-
ter dinner, and [ returned with him to Dresden.

MR. MILLER COMMENCES HIS ORAL LECTURES.

The next day, which, as nearly as I can remem-
ber, was about the first Sabbath in August, 1833,
I delivered my first public lecture on the Second
Advent. The house was well filled with an atten-
tive audience. As soon as I commenced speaking,
all my diffidence and embarrassment were goue,
and 1 felt impressed only with the greatness of the
subject, which, by the providence of God, I was
enabled to present. At the close of the services
on the Sabbath, T was requested to remain and
lecture during the week, with which 1 complied.
They flocked in from the neighboring towns, a re-
vival comienced, and it was said that in thirteen
families all but two persons were hepefully con-
verted.

On the Monday following, I returned home and
found a letter from Elder Fuller, of Poultney, Vt.,
requesting me to go and lecture there on the same
subject. They had not heard of my going to
Dresden. I went to Poultney and lectured there
with similar etfect.

From thence I went by invitation to Pawlet and
other towns in that vicinity. The churches of
Congregationalists, Baptists, and Methodists, were
thrown open. In almost every place I visited, my
labors resulted in the reclaiming of backsliders, and
the conversion of sinners. I was usually invited
to fields of Jabor by the ministers of the several
congregations whom I visited, who gave me their
countenance ; and I have never labored in any
place to which I was not previously invited. The
most pressing invitations from the ministry, and
the leading members of the churches poured in
continually, from that time, during the whole
period of my public labors, and withmore than one
half of which I was unable to comply. Churches
were thrown open every where, and I lectured to
crowded houses, through the western part of Ver-
mont, the northern part of New York, and in Can-
ada East. And powerful reformations were the
results of my labors.

PUBLISHES HIS VIEWS IN A PAMPHLET FORM.

I received so many urgent calls for information,
and to visit places with which I could not comply,
that in 1834 I concluded to publish my views in
pamphlet form, which I did in a little tract of 64
pages. These I scattered, the most of them gra-
tuitously, sending them in reply to letters of in-
quiry, and to places which I could not visit. Inthe
same year, unknown to myself, a license to preach
was granted me by my DBaptist brethren. About
the same time I received a recommendation to the
public as a lecturer on the prophecies, which was
signed by about fifty ministers of my Baptist breth-
ren, and by some twenty or thirty from other de-
nominations,

I continued to Iabor and travel at my own
charges until 1888; and many churches there-
by greatly added to their numbers. The first cler-
gyman that embraced my views in full, was Elder
Fuller, of Poultney, Vt. Many others previous to
1838, expressed themselves favorably, but none of
them came out in full, or if they did, they all, with
that exception, relapsed and abandoned their ad-
vocacy.

HE WRITES HIS COURSE OF LECTURES.

In 1836 I wrote my series of sixteen lectures,
which were published by Elder Wescott, in Troy,
N. Y., the profits of which I gave to him. All the
copies I received of that edition, I purchased at his
regular prices.

The first assistance I received from any source
to defray my expenses, were two half dollars
which I received in Canada, in 1835. The next
assistance I received was the payment of my stage
fare to Lansingburg, in 1837. Siuce then 1 have
never received enough to pay my traveling expen-
ses ; so that my labors have been of no pecumiary
advantage to me. I should not have alluded to
this, were it not for the extravagant stories which
have been circulated to my injury.

VISIT TO MASSACHUSETTS.
I received an invitation from Randolph, Mass,

to visit that place, which I did on the 21st of
April, 1837. This was my first visit to that State.
I lectured there, and in Stoughton, East Randolph,
Lowell, Groton and Lynn. I closed my lectures
in Lynn on the 10th of Juue following, making 800
lectures which I had given since June 9th, 1834.
At Lowell. May 14th, I became acquainted with
Elder T. Cole, who had written me to visit him
before I left home. He was among the first min-
isters in that State who embraced these views, and
was the means of introducing me into many of the
churches of the Christian connection. Elder Plum-
er of Haverhill soon after embraced them.

At Lowell [ also become acquainted with my
Bro. J. Litch, who had previously embraced my
views, and who has since so aided their extension,
by his faithful lectures and writings, and energetic
and consistent course.

The first church that was ever closed against
me was the Congregational church in Westford,
Mass., Dec. 17th, of the same year.

INVITATION TG VISIT BOSTON.

1 visited Exeter, in November, 1839, and on the
12th, I became acquainted with my Bro.J.V.Himes,
who with about twenty other ministers of the
Christian connection, were present to hear me lec-
ture. He invitedgme to Boston, which I visited
December 8th, of the same year. I then gave my
first course of lectures in the Chardon St. Chapel.
Soon after this, about the 1st of January, 1840,
Mr. B. B. Mussey republished my course of lec-
tures in an editicn of 5000, of which he gave me
200 copies.

PUBLICATION OF THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES—NOW
ADVENT HERALD,

For a long time previous to this, the papers had
been filled with abusive stories respecting my la-
bors, and they had refused to publish any thing
from me in reply. I had greatly felt the need of
some medium of communication to the public.
Efforts had been frequently made to commence the
publication of a paper which should be devoted to
the advocacy of the doctrine, and the communica-
tion of information on the fulfillment of prophe-
cy. We had, however, never been able to find a
man who was willing to run the risk of his repu-
tation and the pecuniary expense, in such a publi-
cation.

On my visit to Boston in the Winter of 1840, I
mentioned to Bro. Himes my wishes respecting
a paper and the difficulties I had experienceed in
the establishment of one. He promptly offered to
commence a paper which should be devoted to this
q}v;lestion—if 1 thought the cause of truth would be
thereby advanced. The next week; withouta sub-
scriber or any promise of assistance, be issued the
first No. of the Signs of the Times on the 20th of
March, 1840—a publication whick has been con-
tinued to the present time.

‘With this commenced an entire new era in the
spread of information on the peculiar points of my
belief. Mr. Mussey gave up to him the publica-
tion of my Lectures, and he published them in con-
nection with other works on the prophecies, which,
aided by devoted friends, he scattered broad cast
every where to the extent of his means. I cannot
here withkold my testimony for the efficiency and
integrity of my Bro. Himes. He has stood by me
at all times, periled his reputation, and by the po-
sition in which he has been placed, has been more
instrumental in the spread of these views than any
other ten men who have embarked in the cause.
His course, both in laboring as a lecturer, and in
the manner that he has managed his publications,
meets my full approval.

THE FRUITS OF MR. MILLER'S LABORS,

From the commencement of that publication, I
was overwhelmed with invitations to labor in va-
rious places, with which I complied as far as my
health and time would allow. I labored extensive-
ly in all the New England and Middle States, in
Obio, Michigan, Maryland, the District of Colum-
bia, and in Canada East and West, giving about
four thousand lectures in something like five hun-
dred different towns.

1 should think that about two hundred minis-

ters embraced my views, in all the different parts
of the United States and Canada; and that there
have been about five hundred public lecturers. In
all the sections of country where I labored, not on-
ly in the towns 1 visited, but in those in their vi-
cinity, there were more or less that embraced the
doctrine of the Advent; in some places only a
very féw, and in other places there has been a large
number,

In nearly a thousand places Advent congrega-
tions have been raised up, numbering, as near as I
can estimate, some fifty thousand believers, On
recalling to my mind the several places of my la-
bors, I canreckon up about six thousand instances
of conversion from nature’s darkness to God's
marvelous Jight—the result of my personal labors
alone; and I should judge the number to be much
greater. Of this number I can recall to my mind
about 700 who were, previously to their attending
my lectures, infidels; ard their number may have
been twice as great. Great results have also fol-
lowed from the labors of my brethren, many of
whom I would like to mention here, if my limits
would permit.

In all my labors I never had the desire, or
thought to establish any separate interest from that
of existing denominations ; or to benefit one at the
expense of another. I thought to benefit all. Sup-
posing that all Christians would rejoice in the
prospect of Christ’s coming ; and that those who
could not see as I did, would not love any the less
those who should embrace this doctrine, I did not
conceive there would ever be any necessity for sep-
arate meetings. My whole object was a desire to
convert souls to God, to notify the world of a com-
ing judgment, and to induce my fellow-men to
make that preparation of heart which will enable
them to meet their God in peace. The great ma-
jority of those who were converted under my la-
bors, united with the various existing churches,
When individuals came to me to inquire respect-
ing their duty, I always told them to go where
they would feel at home : and I never favored any
one denomination in my advice to such.

AN APPEAL

OF REASON AND COMMON BENSE.

TO MEN

Frrenps :—If you Jay claim to the above char-
acteristics, then give attention to the following
points :—

1. Is it reasonable to suppose that God created
man an immortal being, and yet never once in his
holy Word informed us of the fact ?

2. Is it reasonable to suppose, that if man nat-
urally possessed immortality, God’s word would
recommend us to seek for it, as it doesin Rom. i, 7%

3. Is it reasonable to suppose, that if men were
naturally immortal, God’s word would so plainly
assure us that “ God—uxLy hath immortality ¢
1 Timn. vi, 16. ’

4. Is it not far more reasonable to believe that
immortality is the cirr of God through Jesus
Christ our Lord? Rom. vi, 23.

5. Is it reasonable to suppose that words, when
found in the Bible, must have a meaning attached
to them, which no man in his senses would ever
think of attaching to them in any other book?
For instance, the words Life and Death, when
found in the Bible, must, (as Theologians tell us.)
mean happiness and misery ; but, if found in any
other book in the world, would simply mean, * Ex-
istence” and “ Cessation of Existence.”

6. Is it reasonable to suppose that, in all the
vast multitude of passages in which Christ prom-
ised Life, Eternal Life, to his followers, that he
did not literally mean what he said? This he
could not, if all men have immortal life by nature.
In that case the wicked will live through eternity,
as well as the righteous.

7. Is it reasonable to suppose, in all the vast
multitude of passages in which Death is threaten-
ed as the punishment of the siuner, that loss of
happiness is all that is meant? An unhappy man
is as truly alive as the most lrappy being in exis-
tence; and if he be immortal by nature, will con-
tinue alive through all eternity. In no plain, com-
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mon sense, can any immortal being be said to suffer
Death.

8. Is it reasonable to suppose that infinite wis-
dom would invariably use language which was
only calculated to mislead his creatures ¢ or which
none but Doctors of Divinity counld unravel?
Would God speak in riddles to en, in the great
matters which concern their salvation ¢

9. Is it not more reasonable, and sore in ac-
cordance with the wisdwn and love of God, to
suppose that he would give his creatures such a
revelation, as plain common-sense people could
easily understand? He has done so:—if men
would but use their reason in reading the Bible,
as they would do in reading any other book.

10. Is it reasonable to believe, that men go to
Heaven or Hell immediately at death; and then,
hundreds or thousands of years afterward take
them out again to be judged, and to see which
they deserve to be sent to? Should we deem it
right to send a man to the State’s Prison for ten
years, and then bring hitn out for trial, to see if he
deserved such a punishment? And “Shall not
the Judge of the whole earth do right #”

11. Is it reasonable that such prominence should
be given in scripture to the doctrine of the Resur-
rection from the dead, if that event ouly means a
“ re-union” of a lump of clay, with the conscious
thinking and real man—The Soul: and which is
said by Theologians, to be as capable of happiness
or misery without the body as with it?

12. Is it reasonable to talk about a * Death
that never dies,” when there is not & word in scrip-
ture to sanction such a contradictory phrase?
Would it not be equally reasonable to speak of
the reward of the righteous as a “Life that never
lives?” Is there not as much common sense in
the one as in the other?

18. Is it reasonable to be so constantly, both in
sermous and prayers, talking about “Immertal
souls,™—“Never dying souls”—“Deathless spir-
its,” and such like expressions, when there is not,
from Genesis to Revelation, one single passage to
warrant the use of such language ?

14. Is it reasonable to say, that *Eternal
Death,” and ¢ Eternal Torment, are synonymous
expressions,” (as Theologians tell us,)—for how
then can it be said in  Rev. xxi, 4, “there shall be
7o more death

15. Is it reas. nable to believe that a hell of flery
torment, and ceaseless misery is to exist for ever,
when God says, [Rev. xxi, 5,] Behold I make
all things new ?

® % * * *

117. Is it reasonable to believe in the Eternal
Torment of the Wicked, when more than two
hundred passages of scripture plainly affirm that
they shall «Die"—be “ Consumed”-— Devoured’
—t¢ Destroyed”— Burnt up"— Be as though
they had not been,” &c., &e.

18. Is it reasonable to believe that the righteous,
in their glorified state, ¢an be indifferent to, and
unaffected by, the endless sufferings of countless
millions of their fellow beings ; among whom would
probably be found parents, children, husbands,
wives, &c.? Ts it possible that they will be desti-
tute or deprived of qualities which are cousidered
most lovely and Godlike in this life; viz, piety,
sympathy, compassion, commiseration for others’
woes, &re. ! Whll insensibility to the woes of the
wretched ever becotne a virtue?  Will that which
is a vice in this life become a grace in the glori-
ous futurelife? Is the standard of virtue thus va-
riable, that what is vicious here, is to be gracious
hereafter ¢

19. Is it reasonable to believe that a God of In-
finite Rectitude will punish with Eternal Torment,
the Heathgn who have never lieard of Christ, and
who therefore could not reject him% Is it possi-
ble that God can cast into one indiscriminate mass
of flery torment, the least wicked among the hea-
then, together with the most guilty in this Chris-
tian land? for such must be the case if their souls
are immortal, and if their torment is to be eternal.
There can be no degrees in that which is infinite.
Is it not far more reasonable to believe the Apos-
tle’s words literally, “ For as many as have sinned
without law shall also perish without law.” Rom.ii,12.

20. Ts it reasonable to believe that God is such a
vindictive being, that his justice cannot be satisfied
with the death of the offender ¢ but that he must
be constantly pouring floods of fiery wrath uppn
the wretched being, through the ever rolling cycles
of Eternity ?

I might multiply questions of this kind, but 1
forbear.

Men of reason and common sense, give your se-
vious attention to these points. Read your Bibles
again. Read carefully—read prayerfully. See if
these things be true or not. Dare to think for
yourselves. If other men should attempt to dic-
tate a political creed for you, would younot indig-
nantly spurn their interference? Do the same in re-
ligious matters. Dare to be independent. Donot
trust to commentaries. Do not build your faith
on “ Bodies of Divinity.” Do not sarrender your
right of private judgument to any class of men.
Go at once to the fountain head of teuth. “The
words of the Lord are tried words.” * The law of
the Lord is perfect.”” This cannot be said of the
writings or opinions of any Tuan, or number of men,
however wise or holy they may be. To err is hu-
man. God and his truth, alone are infallible. Show

yourselves true Protestants, and cast away the

“ traditions of men.” You have the Bible. The
wisest and holiest of the “Fathers” had no more.
Your ministers have nothing else to guide them—
at least they ought not. “ The Bible, and the Bi-
ble alone, is the book for Protestants.” Go then
to your Bibles, and see if the God-dishenoring doc-
trines to which I have directed your attention are
found there or not. Excuse me if I tell you, that,
however fall of these doctrines human books and
human sermons may be, God’s BiLE does not con-
tain them.

Rather believe that man is mortel, and con-
demned to die, but Christ is “ Come that men may
have life, and that they may have it more abund-
antly.” John x, 10.

“The wages of sinis death, but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Rom. vi, 28.

“ He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting
life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”
John ii1, 36.

“And Igive unto them efernal &ife; aud they
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out
of my hand.” John x, 28.

« e that hath the Son hath life ; and he that
hath not the Son of God hath not life” 1 John
v, 12.

«Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in
the which all that are in their graves shall hear his
voice and come forth ; they that have done good,
unto the resmrrection of Jife ; and they that have
done evil unto the resurrection of damnmation.”
John v, 28, 29.

“And have hope toward God, which they them-
selves alsoallow, that there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the jus: and wnjust” Acts
xxiv, 15.

« The Lord knoweth how—to reserve the unjust
unto the day of judgment to be punished.” 1
Pet. ii, 9. )

“And they were judged every man according
to their work. And death and hell were cast into
the lake of fire—this is the second death.” Rev.
xx. 18, 14.—Bible Examiner.

Extract of a Sermon by Bro. C. Fitch,
Preached in College Hall, Cincinnati, 1845.

N‘ow, what is the method by which men in
these last days have contrived to blind their own
eyes, and shut out every ray of light from their
understanding touching the momentous events
which are about to break upon them? It is what
is called the spiritual fulfillment of prophecy, which
claims that what God has said is one thing, and
what he means is another. To support their the-
ory, the whole mass of spiritualizers, from Daniel
Whithy downward, have never been able to pro-
duce any proof but their own unauthorized asser-
tions. They talk loudly and learnedly, to be sure,
about principles of interpretation, but the whole

of them have never been able to produce anysuch
thing. Why dont they talk about principles of
interpretation for Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, or Rollin’s Ancient History, or
Gille’s Greece, or Milner's History of the Church
Why, simply because they know that if they were
to talk thus about such works as these, they would
talk nonsense. Then why will they be forever
prating their stupid nonsense about prineiples of
interpretation for the Bible? If the Bible is not a
book that expresses its own meaning in the lan-
guage which it uses, it is not a revelation, and nev-
er will be, till the God who gave it shall give us an-
other, to explain this. 1 wouldlike toknow where
the van is, who is wise enough to tell us what
God means when he himself has not told us: bul
has used language which expresses not his true
meaning, but something else. The men who dare to
talk thus, as all those do who talk about rules for
a spiritual interpretation of the Bible, ought to
stand aghast at their own monstrous impiety. It
is only a method which the Devil has helped men
to invent, of making the word of God of none ef-
fect by their traditions.

There was a time when both the first and sec-
ond advent of our Lord were yet future. There
was then as much reason for saying that his first
Advent would be spiritual, as that this would be
the manner of the Second Advent.—Just as much
reason for saying that he would be born spiritual-
ly of a spiritual virgin, in spiritnal Bethlehem
and be caried away spiritually into spiritnal
Egypt; and return spiritually, to bave a sphit-
ual ahode in spiritual Nazareth ; and become thus
a spiritual Nazarene; and at length ride spiritually
into spiritual Jerusalem, on & spiritual ass: and be
spiritually betrayed by a spiritual Judas, for thirty
pieces of spiritual silver, into the hand of spiritual
cuernies; to be spiritually spit upon with spiritual
spittle ; crowned with spiritual thorns, smitten with
spiritual stripes, nailed to a spiritual cross, to die
a spiritual death, after having beenspiritnally athirst
and presented with-spiritual gall and spiritual vin-
egar in a spiritual sponge; his spiritual garment
being spiritually divided among spiritual soldiers;
dying at last a spiritual death, and coming forth
in a spiritual resurrection. Just as much reason,
I say, for saying that all these things would be
spiritually fulfilled in his first Advent, as that he
would come spiritually the second time, in spirit-
al clouds, attended by spiritual lightning, burning
up his enemies with spiritual fire and brimstone,
and taking his seat on the spiritual throne of Da-
vid, and establishing a spiritual kingdom for a
spiritual reign. Now, since everything that had
reference to the first Advent has had a literal ful-
fillment according to the plain import of language,
and God has thus proved to us that he has spoken
to us just what he meant; where is the least shad-
ow of a reason for saying that Chiist is to comein
a spiritual way? O what stopid nonsense have
the wise ones of this world Leen accustomed to re-
ceive for truth, touching the glorious coming and
kingdom of our Lord! O, that God would tear
awa{ the covering from their eyes, and let them
see theirown immeasurable folly, that they might be
ever-more ashamed of themselves, and learn that
when a God who cannot lie, speaks, he utters what
he means in language which he intends those who
hear him to understand. This spiritvalizing
stuff is but the miserable drivelings of unbelief, a
way which the devil has helped nmen who are wise
in their own conceit to invent, for keeping up the
hypocritical pretense of faith in God, while they
make him a liar. 1 Jobn v, 10. “He that be-
lieveth not on God hath made him a liar; because
he believeth not the record which God gave of his
Son.”

Nothing is more manifest than that multitudes
who profess to believe the Bible, who read it every
Sabbath in their public assemblies, and perhaps
Jaily in ther families, do not after all credit the
plain testimony of the Lord. Tt is not long since
I was conversing with a professed minister of the
gospel, to whom I remarked, that as we ave told
iv aul, the man of sin would be found in the
temple of God until destruyed by the brightness of
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Christ’s coming, when he should be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, and
henca that there would be no temporal millenni-
um previous fo the Saviour's Advent. O, he re-
plied, “that will be a spiritual coming.” Now,
that man did not believe the Bible on this subject,
and is just as truly a hypoerite with regard to the
Second Advent of Christ, as the Jews were with
regard to the First Advent. The same thing is
true of the vast multitude who pretend to believe
God, and then take this spiritualizing way of mak-
ing him a Har. They profess to beheve the Bible,
but will not take what God has said for trath.
This whole system of spiritualizing rests on the
monstrous assumption that when God says one
thing, he means another. The whole mass of spirit-
ualizers are challenged to furnish the faintest shad-

ow of proof, that when the Saviour’s Second Ad-|

vent is spoken of, something else is meant.

- *Sanetify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”
ROCHESTER, THIRD-DAY, APR. 25, 1854.

THE SEVENTY WEEKS,
LETTER TO B. CLARK.

Dear BroTuer :—In presenting your objections
to dating the seventy weeks of Dan. ix, from the Tth
of Artaxerxes, B. c. 457, you say:

“ As the margin of my polyglot Bible says (by
what authority I know not) that the ¢ Seventy weeks’
begin from the 20th of Artaxerxes, [Dan. ix, 24;
Nel. ii, 1, | 446 years before Christ, I confess that 1
am not able to see from Bro. Miller and all other
late writers on the subject, why this date is not cor-
rect.”

It will not be claimed, of course, that the mar-
gmal readings are anything but the work of man.
As testimony of equal weight therefore I will intro-
duce an extract {rom a “ Zable of Remarkable
Events,” according to the “ best Authors, ancientand
modern,” Speaking of the 7th of Artaxerxes,it says:
# Ezraarrives at Jerusalem with enlarged powers from
the Persian monarch, accompanied by a great mul-
titude of his countrymen, bringing with them vessels

of gold and silver, and other rich presents from the}

king and his princes. From this year, being the sev-
enth of Artaxerxes Longimanus, Daniel’s seventy
prophetical weeks, or 490 years are reckoned.” As
far, therefore, as the “ margin” of the “polyglot Bi-
ble” is concerned, we have as good authority for the
7th of Artaxerxes as that presents for the 20th.

But this is a question which is not dependent for
settlement on such authority. Says the sacred rec-
ord, “ From the going forth of the commandment to
restore and to build Jerusalem ;» to that same rec-
ord, then, we will look for that commandment, and
the time of its promulgation.

You say that the seventh chapter of Ezra shows
that he “ was appointed by a ‘decree’ to ‘go up to
Jerusalem’ [not to ‘build Jerusalew’] but as a
¢ priest’ and  scribe’ of that law of God; to minister
f% e’?ﬁ'erings and service of God in the new temple,

C.

If youintend to convey by the expression “Not
to build Jerusalem,” that Ezra had no power to
build Jerusalem, we deny the assertion. We claim
that the decree to Ezra gave him unlimited power,
and this claim is supported by the record itself.
Mark well the 18th verse: “ And whatsoever shall
seem good to thee, and to thy brethren, to do with
the rest of the silver and the gold, that do after the
will of your God.’? Now supposing that it had
“ seemed good” to Ezra and his brethren, and also
that it had been the “will of his God,” (2) that the
street and the wall should be built, was he not clothed
with the power to do it ?!

You say that he was appointed ©to minister the
offerings and serviee of God in the new temple,’ &c.
If you mean by that, that his work was limited to
that service, we question again your conclusion. Tt
is true that he was to restore the worship of the tem-

vle, but he was to do more. Read verses 25 and 26:
(Ez. vii:] “ And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy
God, that is in thine hand, set magistrates and judg-
€8, which may judge all the pcople that are beyond

the river, all such as know the laws of thy God ; and
teach ye them that know them not. And whosoev-
er will not do the law of thy God, and the law of
the king, let judgment beexecuted speedily upon him,
whether it be unto death, or to banishment, or to
eonfiscation of goods, or to imprisonment.” Was
this setting magistrates and judges, to judge the peo-
ple, and exeenting the penalties of broken laws, par-
ticularly conuected with the offerings and services of
the temple? Verily not : it had to do with the civ-
il and political affairs of thecountry ; not with the eccle-
siastical : it had to do with those things which would
relate to them a distinct people and an independent
nation.

Ezra doubtless understood his mission and the
power that was conferred upon him. We will let
him bear his own testimony. Chap. ix, 9. This
passage prebably refers to that series of providences
by which they were gradually liberated from the

- Babylonish captivity and their desolations as a peo-

ple repaired. He says: “For we were bondmen;

 (more particularly during the 70 years’ captivity;)

yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage,
but hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the
kings of Persia, {(commencing with the proclamation
of Cyrus for the return of the Jews at the end of the
70 years’ captivity, B. c. 530, Ez. 1, 1-3,) to give usa
reviving, to set up the house of our God, and to re-
pair the desolations thereof, (this was accomplished
in the 6th year of Darius, king of Persia, B. ¢. 516,
Ez. vi, 14, 15.) and to give us a wall in Judah and
in Jerusalem.” This wall was not yet built; and
Ezra never would have uttered those words, if the
decree had not already gone forth authorizing its con-
struction ; or if he had not considered himself vested
with full power to build the street and the wall.
This evidence is conclusive that the decree to Ezra
authorized him not only to restore but to rebuild,
or to build again [Dan. ix, 25, margin]| Jerusalem.
But hear him further. Verse 14. “ Should we again
break thy commandments, and join in affinity with
the people of these abominations, wouldst not thou be
angry with us till thou hadst consumed us, so that
there should be no remnant nor escaping 2 Ezra,
then, anderstood that they had then escaped from
those calamities brought on them by their gross vio-
lations of the eommandments of God, and that their
only safety then lay in not egain transgressing, so
as again to bring his frown upon them. Now would
Ezra have thus spoken, if the decree for the restora-
tion and building of Jerusalem was yet to go forth
in the 20th of Artaxerxes, 13 years in the future?
‘Would he have thus spoken, I say, under those cir-
cumstances ? Never ! Heunderstood himself better!

Again, you remark : ““ Artaxerxescommanded that
the * eity be not builded until another commandment’
should be given from him. Xz iv, 21-23. Now I
cannot find this ‘ another commandment’ to build the
city, given anywhere to Ezra, or that he did the least
thing about building the eity or the ‘wall in “troub-
lous times.” But Nehemiah did have this ‘another
commandment’ to build the city and the wall, other-
wise he did build contrary to this first commandment
of the king. Compare Ez. iv, 21~23, with Neh. i, 4-9.”

If you mean by this that the same Artaxerxes who
commanded that the “city be not builded”’ gave Ne-
hemiah the other commandment to build it, we will
only reply that that Artaxerxes only reigned seven
months, B. . 521, 57 years before Artaxerxes Longi-
manus commenced his reign, by whom the decree was
given to Ezra. But what was prohibited by the
command mentioned above? It was the work onthe
house of God. Euz iii, 11,12; iv, 1, 3. It was this
work which did ceasc by that command. Ez.iv, 24.
If then that work depended onanother command from
him, that other command must have been given be-
fore the building of the house could go on. But we
learn that the housc was builded and finished in the
6th of Darius, five years laler, “according to the
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxere-
es king of Persia.” Esz. vi, 14, 15. This Artaxerxes

must be the one referred to in chap, iv; therefore

that other “commandment” must have gone forth
previons to that time, which was B, c. 516, 72

years before Nehemiah gained the king’s permission to
go up to Jerusalem. Thus you see that your argu-
ment on this point avails you nething.

That Nehemiah did build the wall; &c., as recorded,
Neh. iii, we are ready to admit; but that the com-
mandment {0 build Jerusalem was given to him, we
do not admit. If no decree to that effect had been
previously given, would it not have been neccessary
for Nehemiah to have obtained express authority
from the king to avthorize him to build? Certainly
it would. Yet he got no such authority and he re-
quested none ; neither was it necessary that he should ;
ag that authority had already been given 13 years be-
fore. The burden of Nehemiah’s request was simply
permission 20 go up to Jerusalem; for he well un-
derstood, in view of Ezra’s decree, that if that per-
missien was granted, it would follow as a matter of
course that he would have liberty to engage in the
work. News had reached him from his brethren in
Judah, that the remnant were “ in great affliction and
reproach ;" that the “wall” was “broken down”
and “the gates” * burned with fire.” Neh. 1, 2, 3.
The object of his request was therefore permission zo
g0 up, so as to assist his brethren. and huild the wall
that was broken down. So the king asked bim Aow
long his journey should be, and when he would ze-
turn ; and it pleased the king to send him ; and he
set him a time ; [Neh. ii, 6;] that is. he promised the
king when he would return; and according to that
agreement he did return 12 years later, and by earn-
estly requesting the king a second time, again ob-
tained permission to go up to Jerusalem. Nch. xiit

6. Margin.
Thus Nehemiah, in the 20th of Artaxerxes, went

up to Jerusalem, having, by request. obtained the
kings verbal consent tp go, and having obtained, by
request also, letters to the governors beyond the riv-
er, and one to the keeper of the king’s forest for tim-
ber. Yet you contend that this was the famous de-
cree which was to restore and build Jerusalem ! ade-
cree which was the object of a special prophecy, and
which was to mark the commencement of one of the
most important prophetic periods anywhere given in
the Sacred Record! Surely those who can make
such simple permission fill the place of that decres,
must possess the power of magnifying mole-hills in-
to mountains. If your view be correct, the mere ap-
pointment of Ezra to minister the services in the tem-
ple, required the authority, not only of the king, but
also of his seven counselors, {Ez. vii, 14; see also
Esth. i, 13, 14,] and was honored with a special de-
cree given in all the pomp and dignity of the Persian
court; but the decree to build Jerusalem, which all
will admit is 3 much more important event, is passed
by with no such marks of distinction, and is depend-
ent on thie verbal consent of the king! There is no
consistency in such a view. Thus much for the re-
spective commissions of Ezra and Nehemiah. We
see that there was a decree given to Ezra, clothing
him with unlimited power; but there was no decree
given to Nehemiah, and he possessed his authority
only in virtue of the decree given to Ezra. You say
further :

“ As you make out sixty-nine weeks to the Messi-
ah, and sixty-nine and a half to the cross, I would
ask, according to this calculation, why the angel did
not, in giving the exact time, say to Daniel, * After
three score and two weeks’ (and a half) ¢shall Mes-
stah be cut off 77

Treply, He did. The angel first states, ¢ Unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and three-
score and two weeks.” Dan.ix, 25. In verse 26,ke
informs Daniel that after that period the Messiah
should be cut off, but does not there tell him Aow
long after: in the ncxt verse however he gives him
the exact time ; namely, in the midst of the week :
consequently three and a half years after. The plain
import of these three verses, then, stands thus: At
the expiration of sixty-nine weeks the Messiah the
Prince should be revealed; and at the end of six-
ty-nine weeks and a half, the Messiah should be cut
off. Nothing can be plainer than this,
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You say, %‘ Seven weeks and threescore and two
weeks’ are measured off by the angel ‘unto the Mes-
siah the Prince; and for the building of the street,
&oc, ; and then this same threescore and two weeks is
measured off again by the angel, to the cross ; show-
ing that sixty-nine weeks would reach, 1st, to his
public manifestation, as the Messiah and Prince,
(‘ Prince of the kings of the earth,’) and, 2d, to his
cross where he gave himself for us. (Worthy is
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin
of the world.) ‘They feared greatly, saying, Tru-
ly this was the Son of God.’ Thus at the end of six-
ty-nine weeks he is manifested as the Messish and
Prince, (2 King’s Son,) and crucified at the same
time.”

T am not & little surprised at such a theory as this.
The supposition that the sixty-nine weeks extend to
the cross is a slight mistake of three years and a
half; for the idea that the Messiah was not manifes-
ted till his crucifixion is contrary to hisown testimo-
ny. In proof of your view of this point you quote
the words of the centurion and others, who said,
“Truly this was the Son of God ;» but which is the
most important, the testimony of these men who
“greatly feared” amid the awful manifestations of
the crucifixion-day,or the testimonyof that voice which
was heard from heaven at the time of Christ’s bap-
tism, saying, « This is my beloved Son,in whom T am
well pleased.” Matt. iii, 17. Jesus told the woman
at Jacob’s well, plainly, that he was the Messiah.
Jdno. iv, 25;26. You say that the covenant was to
be confirmed by the apostles; but I would ask if
Christ was not confirming the covenant, when, im-
mediately after his baptism, three and a half years
previous to his crucifixion, he came into Gualilee
preaching the gospel of the Zingdom of God and
saying, The time is fulfilled 7 And if the sixty-nine
weeks were not then fulfilled, I would ask what he
meant by saying, The time is fulfilled ?

Placing the crucifixion at the beginning of the
week, you say as a fulfiliment of the prediction that
the sacrifice and oblation should cease in the midstof
the week, that he caused them to cease by taking the
kingdom of God away from the Jews and giving it
to the Gentiles, o, p. 41. What were the sacrifice
and oblation? They were the sacrifices and offerings
connected with the Jewish worship. They were
types of the great sacrifice, which was to be offered
up; consequently they did cease, and could only
cease at the cross; for their antitype had then come.
This fact alone is enough to place the crucifixion in
the midst of the weel and not at the beginning.

A word with you now on chronology. 'The 20th
of Artaxerxes according to the canon of Ptolemy, the
accuracy of which is demonstrated by the concurrent
agreement of more than twenty cclipses, was ®. c.
444. From this point sixty-nine weeks would ex-
tend to A. D. 3940 5 where you place the crucifixion;
but Dr. Hales has demonstrated that the crucifixion
took place in the Spring of A. p. 31; and with this
agree the council of Cecsarea, a. p. 196, or 198, the
Alexandrian Chronicle, Maximus Monachus, Nice-
phorus Constantinus, Cedrenus, Busebiug, Epiphane-
us, Kebler, Bucher, Patimus, and Petavius. Now
how is it that you run at least eight years beyond all
authovized dates ? Allowing that the crucifixion is in
the midst of the week where the Angel placed it,
[Dan. ix, 27,] and this calculation would not admit
of its coming earlier than a. p. 43, which is still far-
ther from the true date. The seventy weeks cannot
thus terminate earlier than . p. 46-7, and the 2300
days would extend to a. p. 18567, and not, as you
say, end this year. But reckon from the true
date when the decree went forth, and admit that
the Messiah was revealed at the commencement of
his ministry, for which there is abundant testimony,
and thereis a beautiful harmony between the events
themselves, and the prophetic records by which they
were marked.

~ Yours, in love of the truth.
Rochester, Apr. 21st, 1854,

U. 8.

“I have told you already, and ye did not hear:
wherefore would ye hear it again?” John ix, 27.

¢ Owe no Man Anything.”*

Dzar BRETHREN ScATTERED ABROAD:—Having
noticed the pecuniary condition of the Review for
some weeks, and even months past, I have felt called
upon to address a few lines to you relative to such
delinquency ; not as a pleasure, but as a duty, which
ig very difficult to understand, and much more so to

accomplish. By keeping a run of the receipts and

having been apprised of its weekly expense, it has
been easy to see whether there was a sum behind,
and how much. Now it is either Bro. White’s duty
to publish the Review, or it is not. If it is not, we
ought not to patronize it any longer. Ifit is hisdu-
ty, then of course it is the duty of those who profess
to believe the doctrine it inculeates, to pay forit; not
after a lapse of weeks or months, but in sufficient sea-
son to relieve the Editor from all unnecessary em-
barrassment. With respect to the propriety or even
necessity of having such a medium for the dissemina-
tion of truth, no one can doubt for a moment. The
propriety is self-evident from this fact, that it gives
the saints, although separated by distance, contin-
ued opportunities for an interchange of thought, a
varied source of mutual instruction; which has a
tendency not only to increase our knowledge in the
truth, but to correct a multitude of errors. The ne-
cessity will appear from its tendency to bring us all
into the unity of the faith, which is an indispensable
qualification for the last generation of saints, in order
to meet the Lord in peace. The above being admit-
ted, proves what the next admission will be, that it
is our imperative duty, promptly to pay our respect-
ive proportions for publishing this means of instruc-
tion.

The business men of the world well understand the
difficulties and even perplexities arising from a little
tardiness on the part of creditors making seasonable
payment. Many instances might be here adduced to
show with clearness and force the truth of the above
statement, but I forbear, lest the patience of the read-
er be wearied, and pass to notice some things re-
corded in the Bible, for our example and instruction.

It may be said that the heading of this piece is un-
derstood differently by different individuals. From
the form of the original, some say it is an injunction,
or command, others that it is a declaration, merely
asserting that they do owe no man anything. But
it matters not to us which. If it is an injunction,
surely we ought to obey it. Ifitisa declaration, it
gives us the commendable cxample of that primitive
church which we ought to imitate.

We find in Gen. xxiii, that notwithstanding the
children of Ileth offered to Abraham (as it appears)
gratuitously, his choice of their sepulchres in which
to bury his deceased companion, Abraham in a man-
ly and generous manner would pay them the worth
of it in money.

2 Sam. xxiv. Araunah, frcely and without price,
(the same as the Review comes to us ) offered David
his threshing-floor and oxen for an offering that the
plague might be stayed. “And the king said unto
Araunah, Nay : but I will surely buy it of thee at a
price : neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the
Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing.
So David bought the threshing-floor and the oxen for
fifty shekels of silver.”

Such examples from the father of the faithful, and
the righteous monarch of lsrael, the Holy Spirit of
God has seen fit to leave on record, for our learning
and instruction in righteousness.

My Dear Brethren, will we follow those examples ?
I would gladly hear a response from every voice, We
will!

If not mistaken, I receive the idea from a few inti-
mations given by the Editor, that there are many
readers of the Review, and even professed believers
in its doctrines, who pay nothing for it. To such, ex-
cept the ¢ worthy poor,” and those also who have
not embraced the present truth, it might be reasona-
ble to expect that the scripture which heads this
piece is applicable. Yea, even that the demand will
be mude, (by Him who has a right to demand,) “ Pay
me that thou owest.” But some may say that this
was the demand of a hard, unforgiving creditor on his

fellow. Very well ; but was there not as rigorous =
demand made by the king himself to whom the king-
dom of heaven was likened? “ And when he had be-
gun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which
owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as
he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be
sold and his wife and children, and all that he had,
and payment to be made.” But you say he was for-
given. So are those who take the Review that have
nothing to pay. Do we have an account of any debt-
or who had wherewith to pay that was forgiven his
debt ? Tt is accepted according to that a man hathy
and not according to that he hath not,” if there be
first 2 willing mind.

This article was not designed to discuss the sub-
ject of charitable donations, but paying that whicl
justly belongs to us.

If it 1s difficult for us to pay a few dollars for this
purpose, what must it be for the Editor to bear &
hundred such burdens, who is no more able than onc
of us? If we, as yet, have not become able to bear
our own burdens, when shall we be likely to become
able to “ bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.”

The above remarks are not designed for the Pio-
neers in the cause of present truth, nor others who
have contributed liberally of their means. Before
such, the writer of this article would hide his face in
silence, putting his own shoulder to the burden which
they have so long and manfully borne.

STePHEN PIERCE.

Roxbury, Vi, April 16th, 1854.

THE SABBATH.

IT8 PERPETUITY.

“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sah-
bath ; therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.’”
Mark ii, 27, 28.

Weg have seen that God laid the foundation of
Sabbath by resting on the seventh day, placed the in-
stitution upon this foundation at creation when he
sanctified his Rest-day and hallowed it, and that the
fourth commandment points back to creation for the
reasons of the institution, inseparably connecting the
Sabbath with Jehovah's Rest on the seventh day of
the first week.

Pass down through the period of the Prophets,
and you will find the greatest blessings promised to
those who should keep the Sabbath, and the great-
est curses threatened for its desecration Come to
the period of the First Advent, and there you can-
not find the least evidence that Christ removed the
Sabbath from the foundation on which his Father
had placed it. Instead of this, he styles himself
“Lord of the Sabbath-day,” and declares that it
“was made for man” And when citing his disci-
ples to the future, as far at least as the destruction
of Jerusalem, he says:—“But pray ye that your
flight be not in the Winter neither on the Sabbath-
day.? Matt. xxiv, 20, Our Lord here recognizes
the existence of the Sabbath, at least thirty-five years
after his death and resurrection, as much so as the
existence of the seasons of the year.

And lest some might get the idea that he had
come to destroy his Father's law, or to alter some
portion of it, he says:—* Think not that I am come
to destroy the law, or the prophets: 1 am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto yor,
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
‘Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be
called the least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoso-
ever shall do, and teach them, the same shall be call-
ed great in the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. v, 17-19.

It is true that the Pharisees accused our Lord
of Sabbath-breaking: they also charged him with
having a devil; but these charges did not make it
80 in either case. We do not give as much credit
to the testimony of those accusers and crucifiers of
our Lord as some do. Jesus testifies :—*1 have
kept my Father's commandments;” [Fohn xv. 10;}
and his words are iruwe, the testimony of Pharisees
to the contrary notwithstanding.

All the acts performed by our Saviour on the
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Sabbath were in accordance with the Sabbath law.
‘We do not say that they were in accordance with
the notions of the Pharisees. On one occasion when
our Lord was in the synagogue, also the man with
the withered hand, “they asked him, saying, Is it
lawful to heal on the Sabbath-days? that they might
accuse him. And he said unto them, What man
shall there be among you, that shall have one sheep,
and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, will he
not Jay hold on it, and lift it out? How much
then is a man better than a sheep? Wherefore it
is lawful to do well on the Sabbatﬁ-day. Then said
he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand; and he
stretched it forth; and itwasrestored whole like as the
other” Matt. xij, 9-13. See also the case of heal-
ing the daughter of Abraham, who had been bound
by satan eighteen years. [Luke xiii, 10-17.] and
the man healed of the dropsy. Chap. xiv, 1-6.

Lawful, signifies agreeable to law. In these texts
the word means, agreeable to the Sabbath law.
‘When the Pharisees accused Christ of.. Sabbath-
breaking, in healing the sick on that day, he refer-
red them to acts of mercy which they would perform
even to dumb beasts on that day, thus exposing their
hypocrisy. He then declared such well-doing as mer-
ciful acts to man or beast on that day, lawful. Now
who will take his stand with the Pharisees, and say
that Christ’s acts of healing on the Sabbath were un-

-lawful? 'Who will stand with Christ when he de-
clares them lawful? Christians should be on the
side with Christ.

But we will trace this point still further, Those
who teach a change of the Sabbath, date that change
from Christ’s resurrection. And those who teach
that there is no Sabbath, date its abrogation from
his crucifision. No one argues any change whatev-
er in regard to the Sabbath prior to the death of
Christ. They have to admit that the Sabbath law
stood in all its binding force throughout his entire
ministry. In fact, the assertion that the Sabbath
was abolished at the cross, contains, a virtual admission
that it was in force up to the cross; for it would be
folly to talk of abolishing a law not in force. Then
to Join the Pharisee and say that Christ transgressed
this law when he healed the sick on the Sabbath,
is virtually charging him with being a sinner; “for
sin is the transgression of the law.” 1 John iii, 4.
But as “in him was no sin,” he did not transgress
the law. We have a better sacrifice for sin, than
that of a transgressor. Praise his name.

That Christ never taught his followers that any
change was to take place in regard to the Sabbath,
is evident from the course pursued by the hely wo-
men who “followed after, and beheld the sepulchre,”
and how the body of their Lord was laid.  « They
returned and prepared spices and ointments, and rest-
ed the Sabbath-day according to the commandment,”
[Luke xxiii, 55, 56.] then * upon the first day of the
week, very early in the morning, they came unto the
sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had pre-
pared,” to embalm their Lord. Chap. xxiv, 1.

The Son of God, then, left the Sabbath on the
same foundation on which the eternal Father placed
it. By healing the sick on that day, and by declar-
ing what was “lawful” to be done on that day, he
stripped from the institution the garb of tradition
which the blind Jew had thrown around it, and left
it standing on its own eternal basis—the fourth com-
mandment.

The writers of the four Gospels, who wrote at dif-
ferent periods after the ascension of Christ, all speak
of the Sabbath as then existing, and of the first day
of the week as quite another thing, These faithful
men, aided by the Holy Ghost to record the most
important events that this fallen world ever witness-
ed, most certainly hand down to us thé very views
they held of those two days at the time they wrote
the Gospels. Not one of those four writers give the
least intimation that any change had taken place in
regard to the Sabbath. If so important an event
a8 the change, or the abrogation of the Sabbath, oc-
curred at our Lord’s first advent, they would not have
failed to record it.

The same distinction between the Sabbath and
the first day of the week is also keptup in the book of
Acts. The Sabbath is mentioned as still existing,

and the first day of the week is spoken of as another-

day. “Andwhenthe Jewsweregone out of the syna-

gogue, the Gentiles besought that these words
might be preached to them the next Sabbath. And
the next Sabbath-day came almost the whole city to-
gether to hear the word of God.”  Acts xiii, 42, 44.

Here are some things worthy of special notice.
It was the Gentiles, not the Jews, that invited Paul
to preach to them on the Sabbath. If Paul taught
the people that the Sabbath was a Jewish institution,
and that it had been abolished, it seems really unac-
countable that the Gentiles, who were entirely dis-
connected with the Jewish religion, should request
him to preach to them on the Sabbath. It is evi-
dent that the reason why they invited Paul to preach
to them on the Sabbath, was because he regarded
the seventh day as the Sabbath of the Lord, and the
proper day for religious worship.

If that request of the Gentiles had been made
to a modern preacher, he might have replied, You
need not wait till another Jewish Sabbath. To-mor-
row is the Lord’s day. 'We will preach to -you to-
morrow. - And if, as Doctors of Divinity teach, i
was the design of Heaven that the observance of the
first day of the week should rest wpon “apostolic ex-
ample” alone, what an excellent chance the Apostle
had to set the example in the city of Antioch, when
the people wera so very anxious to hear, and were
in a good state to receive right impressions. But in-
stoad of setting an example favoring the first day of
the week, the Apostle entirely overlooked it, and the
poor Gentiles had to wait till the Sabbath cameround !

But was it the Apostle’s manner to preach on the
Sabbath? « And Paul, as Ais manner was, went in
unto them, and three Sabbath-days reasoned with
them out of the Scriptures” Acts xvii, 2. “And
he reasoned in the synagogne every Sabbath, and
persuaded the Jews and the Greeks, Chap. xviii, 4.

It is sometimes said that the only reason why Paul
preached on the Sabbath, was because the Jews
were assembled in their synagogues on that day.
But this is not true; for we find the Apostle and
his compsnions preaching elsewhere besides in the
synagogues, on the Sabbath. ¢ And on the Sabbath

- we went out of the city by a river side, where pray-

er was wont to be made; and we sat down, and
spake unto the women which resorted thither.” Acts
xvi, 18.

If that meeting by the réver side had been on the
first day of the week, then the advocates of the first
day might with some degree of propriety talk of apos-
tolic example for observing that day. But there is
no record in the New Testament of a public meet-
ing of the Apostles in the day-time of the first day
of the week.

‘While Paul was a prisoner at Rome, he called the
chief of the Jews together and said unto them, “ Men
and brethren, though I have committed nothing
against the people, or customs of ounr fathers, yet was
I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands
of the Romans.  Acts xxviii, 17.

If the Apostle had taught the people any change
whatever In regard to the Sabbath, his testimony
would have been denied by those Jews, and he
would have been silenced at once. But instead of
this, it is said of him in verses 30, 31, “ And Paul
dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and
received all that came in unte him, preaching the
kingdom of God, and teaching those things which
concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence,
no man forbidding him.”

The Apoetles,nt%en, regarded the Sabbath as rest-
ing on the very foundation where Jehovah had
placed it at creation,and where his Son Jesus Christ had
left it. Whatever weight may be given to their
example in regard to the Sabbath as far as New-Tes-
tament writers have spoken, 1t is all on the side of the
seventh day. But God has never left his people to be
directed in any important duty with only the exam-
ple of even inspired men. There.is a plain precept
for every duty which he requires at our hand. The
Sabbath precept is indeed plain. The teachings of
our Lord as to the Sabbath, by precept and exam-
ple, were also plain. And the example of the hely
Apostles was in accordance with the testimony of
the Father and the Son. Amen.

Have every day higher thoughts of God, lower
thoughts of self, Zinder thoughts of your brethrenand.
more hopeful thoughts of all areund you.—~{ Fletcher,

Conference at Oatlin, N, Y.

Our meetings at this place, on the 15th, and 16th;
inst., were attended by but few except the brethren
and sisters. Such was the traveling, that we could
expect none from a distance, only those of “ like prec-
ious faith,” whom we were glad to meet.} ) )

Most of the little band of Sabbath-keepors in this
vicinity, appear desirous of a deeper work of grace in
the heart, and of becoming more like our blessed Sav-
iour. But others it is to be feared are neglecting too
much the preparation of heart requisite to stand in
the day of wrath, It has been a source of sore grief
to us that some in this vicinity, whohave been estab-
lished in the Sabbath truth for years, should deeply
wound the feelings of their dear brethren, and impede
the cause of God, by acting the part of “ busy bodies,
speaking things which they ought not” and neglec-
ting to ** bridle the tongue.”

Our fervent prayer is that they may remember the
instruction of James i, 26. and hereafter when they
speak, seek to find out ** acceptable words.” More
fervent prayer and less talk, will have a tendency to
to unite and strengthen the little band in Catlin and
Dix. May the Lord give each of these dear brethren
the * wisdom that is from above.”

W. S. INgranAM.
) A. S. Hurcnins.

Catlin, April, 19th, 1854.

B ——
Salvation From Self.

Many have prayed to be saved from their enemies
—some, to be saved from their friends: but he that
i saved from himself, need suffer no fears from foes
or friends. His salvation is certain and complete,
1t is the great deliverance which the Lord Jesus came
to effect for us. Every sin against God, and crime
against man, springs out of selfishness. It is the
fountain of all bitterness. It is the great upas, shed-
ding wickedness and wo over the world. The gospel
lays an axe at its root. That instrnment, designed
and wrought in Heaven’s wisdom, strikes for the un-
compromiging extermination of this tree of evil, root
and branch. The plan of human salvation, is a plan
for the destruction of human selfishness. All the
mighty enginery of redemption is levelled against this
rebellious and destructive principle of the depraved
soul. The exhibitions of Divine love, in creation, in
providence, and in the mission and death of the Re-
deemer, are the grand influences plied against it. He
that yields to these, is redeeined. He that resists,
is self-destroyed—self-damned.

The flrst great commandment annihiates self.
The second makes selfishness its own condemnuatory
judge, and its own execufioner. The whole law of
God and selfishness are antagonistic principles, never
reconcilable. The precepts of Christ declare the im-
possibility of obedience to God and of Christian disci-
pleship, in any one who does not wholly relinquish
self. *“Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” “ Who-
soever will come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me; for whosoever will
save hig life shall lose it; but whosoever will lose
his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same ~hall
save it.” Vain the effort to be a Christian and yet
refain a selfish interest. Self, will raise its claims
and interpose its obstacles against the Christisn
course, 80 long as it is not absolutely denied—erushed
—exterminated. While there is one point of self
interest not broken off from, that point will hold its
subject from following Christ fully. “ Whosoever he
be of you that forsaketh notall that he hath, he can-
not be my disciple.” Some things may be done in
obedience to christian faith, without the full renunci-
ation of self. The wicked Herod * did many things”
that John taught, but when the dancing-girl asked
it, he beheaded that holy man. So with the uncon-
secrated professor: he does what he can without sac-
rificing self; and when his selfish interest requires,
he betrays Christ-—as Judas did.

The preeept enlightens, and assures the under-
standing; the Cross subdues the heart. When the
soul, conscious of its last condition, looks upon the
Son of God “lifted up” on the Cross, and discerns
in him the Lamb of God whose sacrifice takes away
its sin, and apprehends the Divine love that gives
forth such an offering for its redemption—its selfish-
ness perishes—self is erucified with Ohrist—and the
yielding heart responds to this exhibition of God’s

love.

““Nay, but I yield, I yield, X oan hold out no more,
I sink, by dying love compelled, and own the congueror.”
Then the believer loves God with all the heart,
and his neighbor as himself. Then is fulfilled the

‘great design of Him “who died that they who live

should not henceforth live unto themselves, but to
Him who died and rose again.”” Then may such an
one say; “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless
I live—yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the
life which T now live in the flesh, I live by faith of
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the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me."’— Selected.

' " OBITUARY,

. Died, at his residence in Newstead (near Mill Grove)
Erie Co.,, N. Y., April 5th. 1854. John Cottrell, in the
eightieth year of his age, He observed the Lord’s Sab-
bath from his infancy, and fell ‘asleep in hope of the
better resurrection,

Sabbath Recorder, please copy.
' R. F. CoTTRELL.

COMMUNICATIONS.

. -From Bro, Bates,

Dear Bro. WhiTE :—After closing my labors in
Plumb River, and Green Vale, Ill, I visited Crane
Grove, and Adaline again, to strengthen and encour-
age some that had partially received the truth when
I labored with them in January last. False teach-
ers had beset them with their no-Sabbath, no-com-
mandment theory until they were almost bewildered
and ready to believe that it was even so. We labor-
ed with them (and we hope with some success) from
March 15—20th, and then passed on, by R. Road, to
Naausa and Plainfield, Will Co,, I1l. Here we were
not a little comforted in meeting with the families of
Brn. Miller and Beebe whom we had met with in
Lorain, N. Y., before they removed West. They
seemed hungry for the bread of life, snd anxious also
that their neighbors should hear.

In Plainfield, we held meetings in the Academy
hall to very attentive audiences who manifested a
readiness to examine still further by calling for books,
and the Review at the close of our series of meetings.
After some attention to Gospel Order, the Church
was liberated from some incomsistencies in one of
their members that had prevented their onward
progress, and encouraged to go forward.

. March 27th, we came to Chicago. Bro. George R.
Clark requests that the lecturing brethren will call
on him as they pass through the city.

March 29th, we came East to Battle Creek, Mich.
Here we had & good meeting at the house of Bro. Ly-
on. The brethren from Bedford, and some other
places were present and united with us in the ordi-
nance of the Lord’s supper. It was a refreshing from
the presence of the Lord, Brn. Frisbie, Hewitt and
Lowree were with us. Bro. L. came out from among
the Protestant Methodist preachers, and is waxing
stronger and stronger in the present truth. We
trast the Lord will yet thrust him out into the har-
vest field. Satan has manifested his satanic power
apparently with a fixed determination to distract
and destroy these two bands but prayer prevailed
with God, and he was finally rebuked.

The Conferenceat Jackson Mar.31st,Apr. 1st and 24,
was held in the new meeting-house which the brethren
are finishing for their better accomodation. The Brn.
here have for some little time past been laboring to
sustain Gospel Order, and are now reaping the fruit
of their united labors, viz., harmony and union
among themselves and increasing confidence in God.
Qur position of present truth shines out so clear that
they believe withont fear of contradiction, O Lerd,
help them still to honor thee. At this meeting I be-
came acquainted with Bro. S. T. Cranson and com-
panion who came out on the Lord’s side last year,
and are now laboring for souls in the wide harvest
field, having “a good report of them which dre
without.”

April 3d, 4th and 5th, held meetings with the
friends in Tompkins, and Sandstone. An dincreasing
desire was manifest to investigate the third angel’s
message, some more have therefore sent for the Re-
view. Lord let the light shine in their minds.

The Sabbath and First-day meetings at- Sylvan
on the 8th and 9th, were attended by Brn. from Syl-
van Centre, Bald Eagle Lake and Henrietta, Brn.
Cornell and Cranson were with us and preached on
Gospel Order, and (ospel Union, to the edification
and comfort of the church. The meeting closed with
a general meeting of the brethren from the above
named places in order more clearly to understand
the causes which were dividing some in their feelings,
owing to a - misunderstanding- of the united action
of the churches of Jackson, Sylvan and Battle Creek
in their conlerence iu Jackson, respecting one of the
messengers which they then disfellowshipped ; first,
for wrong teaching, thereby causing discord, and dis-
union in the church; second, for disregarding their
earnest request, and utterly refusing to meet with
them in conference to examine and settle said difficul-
ties. After explaining the action of the conference
in Jackson, it was unanimously admitted that their
decision was correct, and according to the Bible rule.
The meeting closed with solemi and earnest appeals
for perfect barmony and union with all who keep

Gofa-holy law.

The 1kth and 12th we held evening meetings at

Saline. Brn. Edmons and Moore who recently em-
braced the Sabbath under the.labors of ‘Bro. Cornell
received us kindly, and with their families, and some
of their neighbors, listened attentively to the subject
matter of the last message of mercy. We believe the
Lord has more jowels there. On our way to Saline,
we stopped over night at Bro. L. Holford’s. Himself
and companion were much rejoiced to see us, and hear
the word of life.Th ey were deeply afflicted with the
work of the enemy, and had under their care a na-
tural sister whom Satan had bound, lo these thirty
years. In answer to prayer, the Lord sent help from
the heavenly Sanctuary, and gave her ease and calm-
ness of mind and loosed her tongue to speak (which
for months had been bound) and she promised to
serve the Lord.

Our Conference at Olena, O., is now closing. It
has been a continual storm of rain and snow since the
meeting commenced. But few have attended, the
roads are almost impassable. Bro. Loughborough is
here with us. We shall be much pleased to meet you
at the Conference you have appointed at Milan, O.
5th 6th and 7th of May, “if the Lord will.”

" Josepn Bates.

Olena, Ohio, April 16th, 1854.

From Bro. Byington.

Dear Bro. WHITE :—L fear there are too many
of us, who read the Review, that think it convenient
to have our paper free, without considering the bur-
den that rests on those that publish it.

Brethren, let us consider this matter. A word to the
wise is sufficient. In helping the poor among us to the
paper, I have thought I would obey that rule of our
Saviour, “ Let not your left hand know what your
right hand doeth.” I think the church here will see
that the poor have their paper without a tax on the
publisher.

Where is Bro. Ingraham ? Can he visit St. Law-
rence Co. this Spring? He has some friends here
that were once his enemies. We hope he will come
and see us, if the Lord will. JouN ByiNaToN.

Buck’s Bridge, N. Y., Apr. 16th, 1864.

From Bro, Handy.

DEear Bro. WHITE :—On hearing a course of lec-
tures on the Sabbath by Elder Hull of MiltonI found
that [ was not keeping the Sabbath. But my first
convictions were stifled with the thought that I had
been blessed on the first day and could be again. But
the same, or I may say the truth, again returned to
me when I was at my work aloneand I thank the
Lord for his goodness that T was made willing to o-
bey. This was in the spiing of 1853. I did not
know that there was any one holding out the doctrine
of Christ’s second coming at that time. 1 became ac-
guainted with Bro. Phelps about the first of Apr.and
heard of the cleansing of the Sanctuary, whirh seem-
ed as an excuse to hide disappointment at first, but
the fall of Babylon the worship of the Beast and his
image were received as truth at first sight, and upon
examination I found that Paul understood that the
Sanctuary in heaven should be cleansed. 1 praise
the Lord for present truth and light on the Bible.
My prayer i< that I may be sanctified through the
truth and be enabled to overcome the beast and his
image through the blood of the lamb and the word of
my testimony that I may be found keeping the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

Froyp Hanny.

Oakhill Jef. Co. Wis. April, 1854,

From Bro. Hostler.

Dear Bro. WaiTE :—It is through the goodness
of God that 1 am once more permitted to write you.
We feel to rejoice that the present truth was ever
sounded in Peterboro by our dear Brn. Rhodes and
Holt, and that my wife and self have been permitted
to embrace it, and we trust, one of our sons also, Oh
how unpopular it is to love and practice the truth!
We feel the truth of Paul’s words to Timothy: “Al
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.” 2 Tim. i, 12; Matt. v, 11.

-1t would have gone well with us as to our tempo-
ral affairs if we could have closed our eyes to the
truth, and have retained the mark of the beast; for
the world will love its own. We feel that we are
despised and looked apon as those who have embrac-
ed a dangerous error or heresy, even because we are
keeping the Lord’s Sabbath with the rest of the com-
mandnients, and are looking for the second.and spee-
dy coming of our Lord Jesus in the clouds of heaven
to complete our salvation, and bring all the saints to
glory, as revealed in the holy Scriptures. We are
thus looked upon by those who profess to love the
Saviour, and members of the same denomination to
which we belonged ; viz., the Baptist.

Our way seems hedged up for the present, as my
occupation is that of a miller, and I can find no em-
ployment ds such among Sunday-keepers. 1 have

searched among those who keep the Sabbath but have
aot yet succeeded; but we hope and pray that we
may be led by the Spirit of the Lord, that we may
know what is our duty. We feel to need the coun-
sel of our dear brethren Rhodes and Holt, or some
good ministering brother.

Here are also some few of our dear brethren and
sisters who have embraced the Advent faith, in Smith-
field, who feel it their duty to put on Christ by bap-
tism. Since Brn. Rhodes and Holt Jectured here,
some of ourFirst-day preachers have been holding forth
against the Sabbath of the Lord. One was a Metho-
dist, and spoke twice on the subject. A brother and
sister of ours were there, and declared that his argu-
ment was so weak that it rather strengthened them
than otherwise. Thus we see that God’s truth must
prevail. 1 feel encouraged to say, that, although
some are strenuously opposing the truth, there are
others who are inquiring after it. 'We hope the dear
brethren and sisters will pray for us, that whatever
we may have to pass through, we may be steadfast
in the truth. As we hope that God has a few more
honest hearted people in Peterboro, we trust they
may embrace the present truth before it is too late.

Yours in search of the truth. B. HosTLER.

Peterboro, N. Y., Apr. 17th, 1854,

From Bro. Lockwood.

Dear Bro. WHiTE :—In this time of conflict and
trial, how cheering to our hearts is the Review, filled
with truths adapted to our present wants. In this
time of peculiar trial, I am glad the Lord has moved
on the hearts of some of his servants, to bring forth
out of his Word things new and old, adapted to our
circamstances. The Lord has truly set his hand to
the work, to  purify unto himself a peculiar people.’
And I pray that we may soon learn with James, “to
count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations,”
and praise him that he has desires to cleanse us. He
knows just where we need it and how to do the work.
Amid all our fears, we hope yet to go through and
stand upon Mount Zion.

There are but few in these parts taking a stand on
the side of truth. Many among the world’s people,
(as T am laboring among them,) admit that we have
the truth on the Sabbath ; but have not moral cour-
age to step out upon it. But I can say, I don’t wish
our numnbers increased, until we get into a place to
help them along. T am thankful the Lord will not
suffer this cause to move faster than it moves right.
We have some trials here yet, but are endeavoring
to possess o.r souls in patience, and humility, until
the Lord shall make it plain. Some of us must be
in the wrong, for we do not yet see eye to eye.

Yours in hope.

R. G Lockwoopn,
Waitsfield, Vt , Apr. 16th, 1854,

From Sister Pitts.

Dear Bro. WaiTe:—The Review is a welcome
messenger, and may the Lord grant that it may be
ably sustained. May it hold up the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus, the patience of the
saints, until we all come into the unity of the Spirit
in the bonds of peace; and gospel order is established
throughout the host of God’s elect. I can say, One
thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek af-
ter, that I may dwellin the house of the Lord all the
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord,
and inquire in the temple. For in the time of troub-
le he shall hide me in his pavilion : in the secret of
of his tabernacle shall he hide me: he shall set me
upona rock. And now shall my head be lifted up
above mine enemies around about me: therefore will
I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing
yea I will sing praises unto the Lord.  And, blesse
be the Lord my strength which teacheth my hands
to war, and my fingers to fight: my goodness and
my fortress, my high tower and my deliverer:
my shield, and He in whom I trust. May the Lord
give us strength to take unto us the whole armor of
God, that we may stand in this evil day. And may
none of us boast: when we get this armor on, but
wait with patience till the Master comes; and we
can say, I have fought a good fight, I have kept
the faith, I have finished my course, and hear the
welcome plaudit, Enter into my joy, and sit down on
my throne. -That this may be the happy lot of us
all, for Jesus’ sake, is the prayer of your unworthy
sister.

PoLrLy G. Pirrs.

Union, Rock Co., Wis., Apr. 14th, 1854,

. From Bro. Fost;

Dear Bro. WHiTE :—1t animates our souls to
think of the Master’s being near. Brethren, we
are notin darkness, that that day should overtake
usa thief. Thank God for thelight given us. Breth-
ren we are commanded to grow in grace and in the
knowledge of the truth, and to ask God for wisdom;
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not of College-bred tradesmen who hew out hroken
cisterns, that can hold no water. They preach and
tell their hearers that they don’t understand Rev-
elation and Daniel, and cannot tell anything about
them. They turn the pure word of God upside
down. They use in prayer vain repetitions. They
‘begin and pray for Canada, then cross over to En-
gland, then back to the United States and finish
with the temporal millennium. They pray the
Lord to save their never-dying souls, that they may
g0 beyond the bounds of fime and space. This is
the doctrine we used to believe when Methodists ;
and when I think of it, it causes my heart to rejoice
that light has sprung up, and the scales have fallen
from our eyes, and the things which we once despised
now we love. Glory to God! Ge on dear brethren
and sisters! Dig deep, and search earnestly and the
pearl will be ours. O it does my soul good to go
three or four miles to talk with a brother. .0 may
the Lord still smile upon us, and give us faith that
we may please him and keep his commandments, and
wear tKis world as a loose garment, that when he
comes we may rejoice to meet him, and dwell with
him in his kingdom.

Joun Fost.
Trenton, Canada West, April 20th, 1854.

Extract of Letters.

Bro. G. W. HoLt writes from Manlius N. Y. Apr
19th, 1854 :-—“I have spent two Sabbaths in Lincklaen
recently. ~ There is quite a revolution in that place.
The cause of truth is onward, and I see not why the
church may not prosper, if they all do their duty. I
never enjoyed so much of the Spirit of the gospel in
that place before. Last Sabbath two willing happy
souls, obeyed the Lord in the ordinance of baptism.
Bro. Poole is relieved of a great burden for which [
have long prayed. May the Lord gird him up for
the work of the third message.

The interest of the cause of truth is increasing in this
region. I am looking for better times ; not for?ess tri-
als, but for the stumbling-blocks to be taken up out
of the way ; for more consecration to God, and less
exaltation of self ; for better church order; for more
unton with Christ and each other ; more ardent love
for God and his truth ; yes, and more love for per-
ishing souls, and more power to prevail with God. I
believe it.”

SPIRITUALISM.

¢ But there were false prophets alzo among the people, even
as there shall'be false teachers among you, who privily [Pri-
vate Circles,] shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destrustion.”” 2 Pet.ii, 1

““ When they shall say, Peace and safety, then sudden de-
gtruction cometh upon them.” 1 Thess. v, 3.

¢ Bahylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit,” &c.
Chap. xviii, 2.

“ Whose {Christ’s] doming is after [immediately following]
th8 working of satan with all power, and signs and lying wen-
ders’? 2 Thess. i, 9.

“ And shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if
it were possible, titey shall deceive the very elect.”” Matt
xxiy, 24

Correspondence of the Spiritual Telegraph.
THE SPIRITS AT BALTIMORE.

Messrs. PARTRIDGE AND BrITTAN:

Dear Sirs—We have some very strong spiritual manifes-
tations here in Baltimore; our citizens are waking up to in-
wvestigate this beautiful phenomena, and we have a large
number of mediums being developed, We bave also an as-
sociation for investigating the subjeet, and over two hundred
private circles. The following is a brief deseription of the phe-
nomena which occurred at one of our private circles:

The circle met at 8 o’clock in the evening at B. 8. Benson’s
house—five ladies and four gentlemen being present. The
wircle was formed, the lights were removed, and, after sing-
ing, Miss L., Miss H., Mrs. A. P. P, mediums present, were
pereeived to be in the interior state by their deseriptions of
things then transpiring in the room. It iseaid, * There is
Franklin ; tbere are three others with him; they have boxes
under their arms ; they place them under the table; they are
going to make raps: they saysomething is wrong; they have
gone over in the corner of the room and are talking together
and pointing to the table; they now bring two more hoxes;
they say they are going to brake the table.)’ 'Phe raps, or
rather pounding, commenced, and were a8 if made by » muf-
fled mall of many pounds’ weight, suspended under the table,
at first striking so lightly as not to raise the tahle, but in-
creased by degrees, until the table was raised from the floor
some ten or twelve inches, all four legs of the table being off
the floor at once. The table was heard to drop, as if it had
fallen some distanee, with a tremendous crash, There were
no material means used to-produce the raps, nor did there ex-
ist a possibility of deeeption, there being no one in the room
but those joined in the eircle, hand in hand, around the table,
not one of whom touched the table at the time. The tahle
was at one time thrown on the lap of a lady present, and
thrown off by the same unseen power. All present, at times,
saw lights in different direetions around the room, ag well as
over the table. After some tremendous poundings, which
made some of those present feaur they-would be struck with-

pieces of the table, it was then spoken by one of the medinms,.
* Nothing thors to-night.”
Yours, truly, “;3 8. Benson,

. W, Lant~e.

FOREIGN NEWS.
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Tue steamer Arctic, which left Liverpool at 1 P. M. on
Wednesday, the 5th inst., arrived at New York on Sunday
morning at 7 o'clock, making the voyage in 10 days and 18 hours

The influx of emigrants into Liverpool &t present sur-
passes anything of the sort ever before known. The majority:
are from Ireland, and are bound either for the United States
or Canada. The price of steerage passengers now ranges as
high as £5 10s, owing to the scarcity of shipping and number
of passengers offering.

At Liverpool breadstuffs had again slightly advanced, and
Cotton was rather better in tone but without leading to much
business.

ProGress oF THE War.—On the 28th March,Hirsova was
taken by the Russians, who also made themselves maste:s of
the strong position of Babadagh, and are consequently in en-
tire possession of the Upper Dobrudja. The Cossacks patrol
ae far as Kcstendje. And, according to the Fremdeublatt, the
fort of Isaktchi was taken by the Russiand on the 27th, Im-
perfeot accounts that are at hand say Hirsova was taken af-
ter three days’ assaalt. It will be some daysere ‘reliable
statements can be received.

Assoon as Gorchakoff had established himself in the Dob-
rudja, he issned a proclamation to the inhabitants similar to
that which was published in Moldavia and Wallachia. In
connection with Gorchakoff’s movements, it is mentioned that
five steamers, towing barges contsining 4,000 men, had left
Sevastopol for the western (Turkish) coast of the Baltic Sea.
If this be true, they run a chance of meeting with the ships
of the allied fleet, now cruising along thatb shore. Prince
Pashkiewitch was to set out about tbe 15th instant from War-
saw, for the seat of war. 'The Emperor will not himself go to
the Principalities.

There is no doubt that the Russians have lodged themselves
in the force stated; namely, over 50,000 men—on the Turk-
ish bank of the Danube. Opinions are however divided as to
the importance of this movement. While some view it as a
great triumph to the Ruasians, others profess themselves un-
able to see what advantage the invaders expect to gain by it.
They (the Russians) are not yet in Bulgaria, nor on the
route to Constantinople, but in the Dobrudja, an immense
marshy plain, without any point o’ appui and deprived of
comnwnications. Behind them is the turkish foree of 25,000
to 30,000, and before them a line of fortresses, such as Silis-
tria, Kostendje, Varna, and Shumla, between them and the
Balkan. Ifistroe thatin 1828 the Russians entered the
Dobrudja by Hirsova, as they have done now, and proceeded
on to Varna and Silistria, but then the séa was open. Omer
Pasha, too, who is not given to vain boasting, has said in a
dispateh published at Constantinople that if the enemy would
hut cross the Danube, it would render a great service to his
plan of operations! That we are on the eve of some impor-
tant event there can be little doubt, and the result of the
movements on the Austrian frontier, and the next operation
of the Russians on the right bank of the river are to be await-
ed with much anxiety,

Tue FLEETS.—Admiral Napier’s fleet came to anchor off
the island of Moen, and having been congiderably augment-
ed since its departure from England, now numbhers 22 ships
carrying 1252 guns and 12,600 men. This fleet will soon be
further inereased hy the St. George, 120 guns; James Watt,
91 guns; Cuaesar, 91; Nile 91; Majestic, 80; Boscawin, 72;
Odin, 16; Miranda, 14; Rosamond and several other steam-
sloops:

The Miranda. surveying steamer reports, under date March
28, respecting the Russian fleet, that one division is at Revel
frozen in, the ice heing very thick, with no symptoms at
present of being early broken up. The Russians expecting
that the island of Oesel will be the first object of attack, have
placed there a garison of 30,000 strong.

The Turks in the Dobrudja are under the command of
Mustapha Pasha, and amount to twenty battalions, or from
15,000 to 20,000 men, of regular infantry ; 2000 irregulars, on
foot ; one regiment of regular and one of irregular cavalry—
altogether, 2500 horse, with 48 cannons. Omer Pasha hag a
high idea of Mustapha Pasha's generalship. In a few days
we may hear of a conflict, either at Bahadagh or along the
wall of Trajan, between Karassa and the Euxine.

The Ewnperor Napoleon has resolved to advance 10,000,000
franes to the Suttan,

Affairs in Spain are again reported as very critical, end an
ontbreak is expected at any moment, especially as the French
Court is now decidedly hostile to the Spanish Government.

Tho steamer Hermann, via Southampton, carried out the
forwaal declaration of war of England und France againast
Russia.

The London Times of March 29th, says:—War is de-
clared. A peace which has Jasted the unexampled period of
thirty-nine years, which many fondly hoped was to last as many
more, is at an end; and the three most powarful States of Eu-
rope are once more engaged in a struggle, the duration, the
end and the results of which, no man can tell; but which is
too likely to produce disasters and sufferings, of which we are
mercifully spared the foreknowledge. It is not for us to at-
tempt to lift the veil of a futurity which must be sad in
many respects; nor is there any need.

The Russians are making stern preparations for hostilities
in the Baitic. It was supposed that the first collision would
oceur at Oesel island. All light-houses and buoys are re-
moved, and formiduble fleets of gun-boats are collected in
ghallow waters at the principal points. Masses of rock are
dragged along the ice to intricate parts of the ohannel, fo
block it when the ice shall melt. All houses in Cronstadt net
capable of defense are pulled down, New batteries are ev-
ery where erecting, and two hundred additional gun-boats are
ordered forthwith. The Czar and his song are personally sn-
perintending the preparations.

Shipments of {roops from France and England continue to
go oun rapidly. France has already shipped 20,000 and Eng-
land 10,000.

A treaty of the triple alliance between Franee, Fngland
and Turkey, was signed on the 12th of March,at Constantinople.

Appointments,

PROVIDENCE permitting we will meet in- Conference with
the brethren as follows:—Milapn, Ohio, May 5-7; Sylvan
Mich., the 12-14,

We shall be able to remain in the Wast six Sabbaths after
we leave Milan, Oliio. These we will spend in Michigan, or
a part of them in Wisconsin, as the brethren may th’lpk _ad-
visable. Let those interested in our western tour write im-
mediately. )

We will meet with the Brn. in Parma, N, Y., Apr. 29th.—~Ebp,

ProvIDENCE petmitting, we will hold meetings in Ca-
noe Place, McKean Co., Pa., where Bro. C. 1i. Barrows may
appoint, bfay 6th and 7th. W. S. INGRAHAM.

A. S. HuTcHins.

ProvIDENGE permitting we will meet with the brethren in
Roehester, N. Y., May 10th, evening; Kensington, Ct., at the
house of Bro. Moor, in Gonference, 12th-14th.  J. BaTes.

. e et R s

Wirs Bro. Joseph Baker visit the brethren in West-
ern New York, and labor a fow months this Spring and Sum-
mer. His labors are much needed in this State. We make-
this request in behalf of our brethren, especially in those pla-
ces where they have not heard a sermen for months.—Ep.

—r—————
NEW TRACTS,

THE SEVENTH DAY OF THE WEEK THE SABBATH OF THE
Lokb, is the tltle of a Tract of 32 pages just published. It
treats upon the institutioh, design and perpetuity of the Sab-
bath; also answers the popular objections to the Bible Sab-
bath. Price $2 per 100.

Hymmns for Youth and Children,

Wz have just puhlished a neat little Hymn Book with the
above title, compiled by Anna White. We give the follow-
ing from the preface:—

** In compiling the fotiowing Hymns, the objeet has been to
seleet those of worth and postie merit, in whose lines i
breathed the spirit of truth; and-to avoid the popular and
prevailing errors of the age. As the minds of the young .ave
readily impressed by Hymns adapled to pleagant music, we
see the necessity of their songs of praise coniaining correct
sentiment. A pure theology should be sustained by pure
Hymns.”

This Hymn Book contains 84 pages, and 117 Hymns. Price
10 cents a copy.

e e
Business,

J. 8. Wriant.—We received a letter from Northfield, V.,
dated March 3lst, containing 81; but as nv name was given,
we reoeipted the money, in No. 12,'to a Friead. at Northfiold,
Vt. That was probably yours.

D. E. PAINE.—The money of W. Wright you will find re-
ceipted in No. 9.

. BrnenAm —We send you by mail one doz. each of the
books you send for, and will send more in a box to E. Church-
ill in about two weeks.

F. M. Parmirer.—In answor to your inquiries, see Re-
view, Vol. IV, No. 1.

27 The Post Office address of Bro. G. W. Helt, is Oran,
Onondaga Co., N. Y,

§F" The Post Office address of Bro. W. 8. Ingraham is
TUlysses, Potter Co., Pa.

Special Notice!

For the future let all Letters for this Office be addressed to
James White, Rochester, N, Y., 109 Monroe Streat.

Letters,
G, W. Holt, M. E. Cornell, J. 8. Matthews, E. Everts, A.
A. Dodge, J. B. Frisbie, R. Hicks, 0. B. Preston, J. 8. Wright,
L. Roberts, E. Davis, H. Lathrop, E. A. Cooper.

§Z&" See that your money is receipted. &2
Receipts.

J. A. Loughhead, (for H. Lockwood,) J. Hamilton, S, P.
Hungerford, J. Harroun, (for R. Harroun,) S. Gove, D. E.
Paine, A. Z. Pond, G. Smalley, E. Hardy, F. Handy, L.
Glover, M. Tyler, L. A.Lockwood, L. Graves, Sr. Bryant, C.
McConnel, J. Fost, each $1,00.

B. Hostler, B. 8. Lewis, C. Weed, H. Nichols, J, Hart, E.
Bughee, S. Allen, A. Lanphear, R. &. Lockwood, E. Hardy,
W. Roberts, C. Bates, W. Bates, J. I. Bostwick, F. M. Pal-
miter, each $2,00

W. Chapman, C. G. Cramer, E. Landon, R. Pierce, each
83,00. J. Byington, H, Lyon, C. A. Rubles, D, Robbins,
each $5,00. H. Bingham, $2,50. C. R. Austin, $1,80, W. 8.
Lane, J. Cramer, each $1,75. S. A. Hallock, J. H Heg-
gio, B. Sanford, M. Palmer, I. Brown, H. W, Dodge, A,
Rawlins, each él,BO. L. Chandler, $0,80. N. M. Gunsoly
$0,75. P. G. Pitts, 80,50.—$40, 94, behind on the REviEW?
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THE REVIEW AND HERALD
I8 PUBLISHED WEEKLY
At South St. Paul Street, Stone’s Block,
No. 23 Third Floor.

JOSEPH BATES, J. N. ANDREWS, JOSEPH BAKER,
Publishing Committes.
JAMES WHITE, Editor

—

TERME—We make no charges. Those who wish to pay
only the cost of one copy of the Revizw, (as some choose to
do,) maypay $1,50 & year. Camadasubscribsrs, $1,75, when
the postage is pre-paid.

That we may be able to send the REvIEW to the worthy
poor, and w0 many who have not yet embraced the views it
advocates, it will be necessary for all the friends of the canse
(who gre able) to pay the cost of their own paper, and for
many of our readers to pay for one or more others.

§5& All communications, orders, and remittances sheuld be
addressed to JAMES WHITE Rochester, N. Y. 109 Mon,
roe Street, (posé-paid.)
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