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RELIGION—WHAT I8 IT?

Is it to make our daily walk,

And of our own good deeds to talk,
Yet often praetice secrct crime,

And thus misspend our precious time ?

TIs it for sects and cvecds to fight,
To call our zeal tho rule of right---
When what we wish, is at the best,
To see our church excel the rest?

s it to wear the Christian dross,

And love to all mankind professe--
Yet treat with scorn tho humble poor,
And bar against tbom overy door 7

0 uo! Religion menns not this,

Its fruit more sweet and fairer is--~
Its procept this---To othors do

Ax you would bave them do to you,

It grieves to hoar an ill report,
And scorns with human woes to sport--~
Of others deeds it speaks no ill,
But tells of good, or else koeps still.
(Zishop Heber.
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IS THE SOUL INMORTAL?

An Examination of the Seripture Testimony Con-
cerning Man’s Present Coudition and his Fu-
ture Reward or Punishment.

BY J. N. LOUGHBOROVUGH.

[ O’on—l;z—ued.]

THE RESURRECTION.

Tha sentiments we have advanced in the preced-
ing pages, deprive us of all kope of future life aside
from the resurrection. And as this is the point
where the christian is to receive the accomplishment
of his hopes, and the true event to which owr faith
should reach forward for the reward of obedience,
we shall appreach the investigation of it with pleas-
ure. Wa shall claim in this investigation, that the
resurrection is literal,

There are some that would talk about the resur-
rection of the soul in heaven, or a spiritual resurrec-
tion, that is a resurrection from death in trespasses
and sing, or being made holy. But the resurrection
of which we wish to speak is the resurrection of
those that slcep in their graves. And in claiming
that it is literal, we wish to be understood. We
claim that the resmrection brings up the man, poss-
essing the same identity as the man that goes down
into the grave. We shall not attempt to follow the
fine spun philosophical argument in regard to the
passage of matter into the formation of other bodies,
after decomposition, We consider it no objection
to the doctrine of the resurvection, If the particies
of matter of which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
composed have entered into the formation of other
bodies, Gexl has promised, that they shall live again,
If in the resurrection, three men are brought up,
preserving the identity of Abraham, Issac and Ja-
b, they will bo Abraliam, Isare and Jacoh, and no

one else in the universe; for they will think the
same thoughts which they thought, remeimnber that
they had performed the same acts which they per-
formied in their lives, and realize that they are the
beings, that (as it seems to them) a short thne be-
fore were strugating in the agonies of death.

This sune class of reasoners who claim that the
matter of onr bodies enters into the formation of
other binlies when decomposed, contend that there
is a constant change going on while we are lviug.
Some claim that our bodies are all\renewed about
once i the space of seven years.  Acvording to their
reasoning, my body has been changed three times,
at lcast, since the period of my remembrance.  But
still T am conscious that 1 am the same being that
I was before, What produces this couscivusness?
[ answer, the memory of those evonts connected
with my lifs in past time. 8o in the resurrection,
the remembrance of the events of this life at the pe-
riod of the resurrection will produce in us the con-
sciousness that we are the same beings.

The mass of minds at the present time cav.l with
the doctrine of a literal reswrrection and are ready
to inquire, as Paul said, “some man will say, Ilow
are the dead raised up?” To such we reply, They
are raised by the power of God. Suys Christ, “ God
is able of these stanes to raise up children unto
Abrabam.” It is a lunentable fact, that even the
areater portion of the professed church of Christ at
the prescut time deny the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion of the body.

We design in the investigation of this subject to
follow the testimony of Seripture.  Paul testified of
himself on this matter in Aels xxiv, 14, 15, as fol-
lows: % After the way which they call heresy, so
worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things
which are written in the law and in the prophets:
and have kope toward God, which they themselves
also allow, that there shall be « resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and nujust.”  Before we
can understand fully the means God has employed
to bring about the resurrection, it will be necessary
to inquire a little farther in regard to the condition
of those who are to be raised.

Where are the dead? For an answer to this in-
quiry, we will look at the testimony of Jeremiah
concerning Rachel.  Jer. xxxi, 15-17.  This weep-
ing of Rachel was fulfilled in the weeping of the
bereaved mothiers at the time Herod slew all the
children in the land. See Matt. if, 15. But we will
quote the testimony. “Thus saith the Lord; A
voice was heard in Ramah, lamnentation, and bittér
weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused
to be comforted for her children, because (they have
gone to heaven? No. To hell? No, but) they
wiERE NoT.”  What! were they out of existence ?

Our ministers at the present day would not have
told those mothers ro, if they had been called to
preach the funeral sermons of their children.  Their
consolation would hiave been something like this:
“Thou art mather of angels then. They are yet
yours, only gane hefore!  Rejoicing in the heaven-
ly pustnres, guarded by the goodl Shepherd—little
lambs of the heavenly fold!  Karth, then, is less
attractive.  Those invisible little spiritnal cords
wine around you and draw your soul upward. Like,
still small voices' ever whispering, ‘come to the
world where »pivits Jive!  Mother of clerubs!
Walk softly ! Little angel-eyes watch thy steps!
Spirit-forms stoop to listen ! Keep thy soul free
from earth; thou shalt go to them, though they
caniwt return to thee " And it is very probable
that before finishing their discourse they would tell
these fond mothery, that “ An enemy hath done

this,”

— N — —

What consolation did God offer to those weep-
ing mothers whose children werenof. Read Verse
16; “ Thus saith the Lord: refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work
-hall be rewarded, saith the Lord: and they shall
come again FROM THE LAND OF THE ENEMY.” Whyt
says one, [ thought children went right to heaven.
[s that the land of the enemy? If it is, then the
children went theve.  Well, say you, I can’t admit
that those children, under two years old, went to
that hell we hear so much about. Iieither can
I, but I believe they went where the Bible says
they did, viz, “To ths land of the enemy.” Where$
lnto the grave. Verse 17, The Lord says, “And
there is hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy
chillren shall come again to their own border.”

From the above we learn, that the dead go to
the land of the enemy instend of heaven,  We now
nquire, Who is the enemy, into whose land th'ey
hiave paWed?  We may gain an answer to this in-
quiry by reading Paul’s testimony to the Hebrews
[Chap. ii, 14]. “Forasmuch then as the children
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise touk part of thesame: that through death
he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is TuE pEvIL.  From this we learn, that the
Devil ad the power of deuth. Then the enemy
into whose land men pass at death is the Devil,

e is brought to view by the testimony of Isaiah
{Clap. xiv, 12.] “ITow art thou fallen from heav-
en, O Lucifer, son of the moruing! how art thou
cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations!™  Lucifer Lias been explained by most
eonunentators to be the Devil. Verse 13, “For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven,
1 will exalt n1y throne above the stars of God : 1
will sit also upon the mount of the congregation,
in the sides of the North; I will ascend above the
livights of the clouds: I will be like the Most 1Iigh.
Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the
sides of the it.  They that sce thee shall narrowly
look npon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this
the man that made the earth to tremble, that did
shuke kingdoms: that made the world asa wilder-
ness, and destroyed the cities thereof; thatopened
not the house of his prisonerst (Margin Or, did
not let lis prisoners loose homewards.”)

We have already shown upon another page, that
the grave is called a prison.  From the testimony
above we learn that the Devil had power over those
that hiad passed into the prison.  And he “let not
the prisoners loose homewards.”  Then those who
are to be ra'sed ave under the power of the Devil,
Tn the grave the worthies of past ages have been
dleeping.  Over them Satan has tiiumphed, as one
after another they have sunk to the tomb. Like
an enemy retnrning from the field of battle with a
great spoil, he rejoices as he hides away that pre-
cious treasure (the saint of God) in the earth.
But they are the Lord’s.  Although they are pris-
onersin the land of the enemy, God has a care
for them and will resort to some means to get
thent out of the prison.

Said the woman of Tekoah, when she disguiced
herself aud came before David, (as recorded in 2
Sam. xiv, 14,)  “KFor we must needs ilie, and are
as water spilt on the ground, which cannot he
gathered up again: neither doth God respect any
persoit; yet doth he devise means that his bayished
he not expetled from him.”  In the nboveisa clenr
testimony concerning the condition of the deml.
1st, They are “as water spilt on the ground, which
cannot be gathered up again.”

2. Theyare represented as“‘banished” fromthe Lord
A very different sentiment from that which is com



82
B e B 4 A PP P V20 i

THE REVIEW AND-HERALD.{

monly taught,that God's people go inmediately in-

to his presence. If it is true that the dead go in-

to the presence of the Lord, David, the one before

whom the woman of Tekoah was speaking, must
have understood it. He says, [Ps. xvii, 15,] “I{
shall be satisfied, (when L go to sleep? No, but)

when I awake with thy likeness.” He could not
have believed that he should enter into the pres-
ence of God when he died; because he says [Ps.
xvi, 17,] “Thou wilt shew me the path of life;
(the resurrection,) in thy presence is fullnessof joy;

al thy right hand there are pleasures forever more.”
If David was going into the preseace of God at
death, then he is represented as looking forward
to the resurrection for satisfaction, when he had
Sfullness of joy before, Or in other words, he could
be where there was fullness of joy, and not be sat-
isHed.

8d. In the testimony of this woman of Tekoah,
wa learn if God does not devise some means to re-
deem his people, they will not only remain “ ban-
ished,” but-they will be “ ExpELLED FROM HIM”

‘We now inquire, What means has God devised?
What is necessary to be done? Something to get
the prisoners out of the enemy’s prison. This can-
not be done by compromise; for “ he lets not his
prisoners loose homewards.” It must then be done
by conquest, To make this plain we will supposea
case,

Suppose, during a contest between two nations,
we will say England and America, that England
getting somewhat the advantage of the American
army, captures quite 2 number of prisoners who
are soon confined in the Queen’s dominions., The
British government still retaining hostile feelings,
will not give them up. We cannot enter into a
compromise 80 a8 to get them. There is but one
expedient to obtain 1hose who are banished, that
is, to raise a company strong enough to conquer
all opposing elements, marcl% to the prison and
take them by force.

Mark the testimony of Christ, coneerning what is
necessary to be done to accomplish this work. Matt.
xii, 28, 29. The charge had heen brought against
him, that he cast 6itt devils through Beelzebub the
prince of the Degils. He says, “If I cast out Dey-
Us by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God
is come nigh unto you. Or else, how can one en-
ter into a sirong man’s house, and spoil his gonds,
except he first bind the strong man? and then he
will spoil his house. “The strong man spoken of
here we may sec by the connection, represents the
Devil. Now notice 2 corresponding testimony in
Luke xi, 21, 22. “ When a strong man armed
keepeth his palace, k%8 goods are in peace: but
when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and
overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour
wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”” This
testimony clearly represents the Devil, who has
usurped authority over the earth. The spoils he
takes from the army of the saints, he puts in his
prison house (the grave). But Christ a stronger
that‘ll he is coming npon'him, and he will take the
spoil.

Aceording to the testimony we have already quot-
ed from Heb. ii, 14, Christ is to conquer the devil
through death. Fead the following testimony from
Isaiah lifi, 10~12. “Yet it pleased the Lord to
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou
shalt make Ais soul an offering for sin, he shall see
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shallsee
of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify
many; for-he shall bear theiriniquities. Therefore
will I divide him a portion with the great, and he
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he
hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was
pumbered with the transgressors; and he bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the trans-
gressors,” ~ Here it is promised that Christ shall di-
vide the spoil with the strong. When he has bound
the strong man he will raise the saints of God from
their dusty beds, while the wicked dead will be left
with Satan to be destroyed with him at last.

We have a view of the fulfillment of this work in
Rev. xx, 1. % And I saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a

great chain in his hand” We understand this was
Christ, He is called an angel, [see 1 Thess. iv,186,]
And he is the ong that has the key of the bot-
toraless pit, (death.) Ses Rev. i, 18, “I am he
that liveth, and was dead; and behold, T am alive
for avermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
of death” In verses 2, 3, John tells us what Christ
did. “ And he laid kold on the dragon, that old
serpent, which 18 the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years, and cast him into the bot-
tomless pit.” Here the strong man is bound.
Perhaps not literally. He is rendered inactive, cast
into death; his own prison house. Said Christ
“When a stronger than he shall come upon him,
and overcome him, he taketh from him all his ar-
mor wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.”
The next John gives an account of after the binding
of Satan, is the resurrection of the saints. Verses
4, 5. “ And I saw the souls of them that were be-
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshiped the beast, nei-
ther his image, ueither had received his nark
upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and tkey
lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.
But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. 7%¢s is the first res-
urrection.”

How is this work accomplished? The testimo-
ny of Heb. i, 14, as we have already quoted is, that
through death Christ should destroy him that kad
the power of death. Paul's testimony in Heb. ij,
7, 9, is, that Christ was made a little lower (margin,
a little while lower) than the angels, that he might
suffer death. “ That he by the grace of God might
taste death for every man”” The means God has
devised to accomplish the resurrection is throngh the
death and resurrection of his Son, For .[Jno. iii,
16] “ God 8o loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish (averlastingly,) but have everlasting life.”
Christ died, passed into the tomb, into the Devil’s

rison-house. But God had promised not to “leave

is soul in hell,” (the graves “An angel came
down from heaven and rolled away the stone from
the door of the sepulchre and sat upon it. His
countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white
as snow.””  Jesus burst the bars of the tomb, con-
quered the power of Satan, and rose a trinmphant
vietor over death and the grave. There he obtain-
ed the keys of hell and of death. There he obtain-
ed power to bruise Satan under our feet. By him-
self escaping from the prison, he has manifested to
men that he has power to bring forth his people
from under the hand of Satan.

‘We understand that Christ’s death, to a certain
extent, affects every man. He by the grace of God
tasted “ death for every man.” He proffers to all
men life again.  As they have passed into the grave,
a8 a consequent on Adam’s transgression, and not as
a reward for their own sin, he will give them all a
resurvection from that death. See the testimony of
Paul on this subject. Rom. v, 18, & Therefore, as
by the offense of one, judgment came upon all men
to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of
one, the free gift came upon all men unto justifica-
tion of Jife.” This life is not eternal life; for as we
have already shown; that is to be obtained by be-
lieving in Chuist.

Paul’s testimmony i, in 1 Cor. xv, 22, 28, “As in
Adam all die, even s0 in Christ shall ¢/l be made
alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the
first-fruits; afterwards they that are Christ’s, at his
coming” But you inquire, What is the order of the
resurrection of the wicked? T answer, according to
Rev. xx, 5, They live not again until a thousand
years after the resurrection of the saints. We un.
derstand the saints will reign with Christ until the
laat enemy is destroyed. John says tney will reig-
a thousand years, The destruction of the wicked
cannot take place until after they are raised; so
these testimonies would seem to give the order of
the resurrection of the wicked, as in the close of the
thousand years after Christ’s second coming.

Some have claimed, that at Christ’s second com-
ing, there is to be a general resurrection of both
righteous and wicked, which is to be immediately
followed by a general judgment. But we have al-
ready shown that the promise of Christ to Peter

was, that © i the regeneration, when the Son of
man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye shall
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes
of Terael.” And Paul asks in 1 Cor. vi, 2, 8, ¢ Do
yeo unot know that the saints shall judge the world?
and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye un-
worthy to judge the smallest matters? Know ye
not that we shall ju/ge angels? how much more
things that pertain to this life?” From these testi-
monies it would appear that the judgment of the
wicked, and of fallen angels, is to be placed in the
hands of the saints, when they are made immortal
and reign with Christ.

Oune thing is very plaip, if we allow ourselves to
reflect upon it; that is, that the judgment of the
saiuts must be prior to their resurrection. If we
claim otherwise, we have them judged after they
are rewarded ; for the testimony of Christ is, “ Thou
shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.”
According to 1 Peter, [chap. iv,] they are judged
before the end of all things, or Christ’s second com-
ing. “ Wherein they think it strange that ye run
not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking
evil of you: who shall give account to him that is
ready to judge the quick and the dead. TFor, for
this causé was the gospel preachied also to them that
.are dead, that they. might be judged according to
men in the flesh, but live according to tiod in the
spirit.  But the end of all things is at hand.”

We do not understand Peter to testify, that the
end of all things was at hand, ,when he wrote, but,
when the end of all things ¢s at hand, Christ is
ready to judge the guick (living) and the dead.
Verses 17, 18, “ For the time 1s come (when the
end of all things is at hand) that judgment must de-
gin at the house of God: and jf it first begin at us,
what shall the end be of them that obey not the
gospel of God? And if the righteous scarcely be
saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pear?” The above seems to convey the idea that
God’s people are judged before the wicked, and be-
fore the time comes for them to be rewarded.

The last work of Christ while a priest, (for when he
comes he 18 no longer a priest, but a king,) is to blot
out the transgressions of his people. Of courss there
can be no condemning them, after his blood has
been applied to cancel their transgressions. No!
They will be remembered no inore against them for
ever. If the view we have briefly spoken of con-
cerning the judgment is correct, it weighs strongly
against the common idea of a general resurrection
of both righteous and wicked at the time Christ
comes.

Others have taken the position, that there is tobe
no resurrection of the wicked. This view is not on-
ly absurd, but contrary to Seripture. If the wick-
ed are not to be raised, how can God punish the
sinner ! Why, say you, all men die, and the wages
of sin is death. But all men die because they aie
mortal. If they are to die because of their sins,
they must be raised from that death which they
die because of Adam’s sin, before they can die a
death for their personal sins, The death men are
to die for personal transgression according to Rev.
xx, is the second death. How can men die the séc-
ond death before they have been raised from the
first? And according to verse 15, # Whosoever is
not found written in the book of life,” is to die the
second death. Then all the wicked will have a res-
urrection from the first death,

But we will present Scripture testimony on the
subject. We have already referred to Paul’s state-
ment in Acts xxiv, 15, that he had “hope toward
God, * * that there shall be a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and wnjust” Ako 1 Cor.
xv, 22, that, “As in Adam avs die, even so in Christ
shall ALL be made alive.” And, that “ the free gift
should come qun all men unto justification of life.”
We will now show that Christ taught the same sen-
timent. See John v, 25,  Veri y, verily, I say
unto you, The hour is corhing, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and
they that hear shall live,” It was hut a short time
after this (as we see by chapter xi) that he raised
Lazarus. In verses 28, 29, Christ adds, “ Marvel
not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth; they that have done good, unte the
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urrection of life; and they that have done evil,

fito the resurrection of damnation.”
"~ The testimony of Peter compared with that of
Fob, shows clearly that the wicked must have a res-
Qéraction. See 2 Pet. 1i, 9. “The Tiord knoweth
how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to
Feserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be
panished.”  Says Job, [Chap. xxii, 29, 80,] “ Have
not asked them that oo by the way ! and do ye
pt know their tokens, that the wicked is reserved
@ the day of destruction? they shall be brought
forth to the day of wrath”
. The testimony of Christ to the Jews, recorded in
fohn, compared with his testimony to them, record-
2d in Luke, shows that the wicked Jews must have
8 resurrection. See John viii, 21,  “Then said Jo-
ghs again unto them, T go my way, and ye shail seck
rue, and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye can-
not come.” Compare this with the testimony of
Luke xiii, 28: « There shall be weeping and gnish-
Ing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac,
and Jacob, and all the prophets, {n the kingldom of
Qod, and you yourselves thrust out” '"The above
Pestimonies prove conclusively, that at the time
Abraliam, Tsaac and Jacob, are in the kingdom of
Fod, the wicked Jews will have a resurrection, and
sce them there. Other testimony might be adduced,
pubstantiating the doctrine that a2/ men will live again,
But we will now inquire,

IN WHAT CONDITION ARE THE WICKED RAISED?
Mhere is no proof that they are to be raised immor-
tal. Some have misapplied the testimony of Paul
jn 1 Cor. xv, 51, to the wicked, and thus strive to
prove that they will live eternally. He says, [verse
50,] “ Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth
corruption inherit incorruption, Behold! I shew
you (my brethren) a mystery. We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be charged, in a8 moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this
corruptible must put on {ncorruption, and this mor-
tal must put on immortality.” By a candid read-
ing of the rext vou will see that it applies to none
but the saints,

Paul plainly declares the condition in which the
wicked shall be raised. Gul. vi, 9, 8, * Be not de-
ceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a 1aan
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that sow-
eth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption:
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.” The wicked will be raised
corruptible, a8 we learn from this testimony,

Tuk BeNerFITs OF THE ¥IRST RESURRECTION, shall
now ocoupy our attention for a little space. Says
John, [Rev. xx, 6,] * Blessed and holy is he that
hath a part in the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power” The great and
crowning blessing of this resurrection is immorial-
tty. Those who obtain it can die no more. As
we have already quoted from 1 Cor. xv. “The
dead (nghteous dead) shall be raised incorrupti-
ble.” Those who have a part in this resurrection
receive the consummation of the christian’s hope,
the crown of rightevusuess: viz., eternal life.

Sail Christ, in answer to the Salducee:, [Luke
xx, 33, 36] *But they which shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurvection
from the dual, neither mury, nor are given in
marriage; neither can they die any more; for they
are equal unto the angels; and are the children
of God, being the children of the resurrection.

From this we may learn that another
benefit which is to be derived from having a
part in the first resurrection, is, those who obtain
that resurrection bécome sons of God. Woell, say
you, we are sons of God now, if we believe on Christ.
Let us look at a little testimony ¢n this subject. In
Matt. v, 44, 45, Christ says, “ But I say uuto you,
Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that bate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and permecute you; that
yo may be the children of your Fathor which is in
heaven.” Look now at John's testimony, [John i,
11, 12, when speaking of Christ, * He caine un-
to his own, and his own received him not. But as
many a8 received him, to them gave he power to

BECOME the sons of God) John says in his first
epistle, [1 John iij, 1,] ¢ Behold what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should
be called the sons of God.” If we are now actually
the sbns of God, what force woull there be in say-
ing the Father had bestowed love upon us, in per-
upitting us to be called his sons

But says the objector, John says in verse 2 of this
same chapter, “ B Joved, now are we the sons of
God.”  Paul explains how we are sons of God now,
in his epistle to the Galatians, [Chap. iii, 26,] “ For
we are all the children of God By FarTy in Christ
Jesus.” Here is positive proof that we are not ac-
tual children; for we are children by fuith. Our
faith looks forward to the time when we shall be-
come sons of God by the resurrection from the dead.
Peter tells us in his second epistle, {2 Pet. i, 4,]
“ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises; that by these ye might be par-
ta ers of the divine nature” According to Peter's
testimony we have the promisa of becoming par-
takers of the nature of God, which will constitute us
his actuat sons.  Paul testifies on this subject, [Eph.
i, 13, 14.] « After that yeo believed, ye were sea‘)ed
with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earn-
est of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.”
Here the Holy Spirit is said to be the eamncst (z
sample—see Cruden) of our iuheritance. If the
Spirit of God is a samnple of our inheritance, then it
must be that we shall inherit his nature. Wa are
heirs of that which we are to inherit, and Paul says,
[Rom. viii, 16, 17,] « The Spirit itself beaveth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
(children by faith :Z‘ and if children, then heirs; keirs
of Qod, and joint heirs with Christ.” And in verse
11 he tells us how we shall be made partakers of
this, of which we are heirs, ¢ But if the Spirit of
him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raived up Christ from the dead shall
also quicken (bring to life) your mortal bodies by
his Spirit that dwelleth in you,” Here we learn
that the saints of God are to be made alive by his
nature, and thus they will be raised undying, and
become his sons.

Ezekiol describes this resurrection in his vision.
Chapter xxxvii, 12-14. ¢ Therefore prophesy and
say unto thein, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold,
O my peopls, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring

ou into the land of Istuel, Aud ye shall know
that I am the Lord, when [ have opened your graves,
O my people, and brought you up out of your graves.
And I shall put my Spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you in your own land.”

In the above description of the resurrection there
is not one word said about a soul coming to animate
these bodies, but the braath entered them and they
lived. Neither is it said that in their resurrection
state they had blood, The Lord says, ¢ I will put
my Spirit in themn and they shall live,”  They are
then fit subjects of the kingdom of Gud, having no
blood, no eorruption.  Panl says, [t Cor, xv, *50,}

“ Now thia [ say, brethren, that flesh and bloodean- |

not inherit the kingdom of God: neither doth cor-
ruption inherit incorruption.” Some have supposed
this text to prove that the saints woull have no
bodies in the kingdom of God. But they are to be
“ fashioned like Christ's glovious body.” — Christ said
after his resnrrection, “ bandle me and see, for aapiv-

it hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have.” Then

Chirist had flesh and bones, but no blood. * He
poured out his soul” Life. “ The lifo of the flesh
18 the blool” 8, the saints will have bodies of
flesh anid bones quickened by the Spirit of Gul.
Panl represents the people of God as alopted
children. See Rom, viii, 15, “For ye have not
recetved the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye
have received the Spirit of aloption, whereby we
c1y, Abba, Father.” When men beliese on Christ,
thay becoms the adoptel children of God. In the
ancient enstom of adoption, the children adopted,
were placed under the rules of the father for an ap-
pointed time. At the terination of this timd ap-
pointed, & great foust was proclaiined, to which the
nobility of the surrounding country were called. In
the midst of the feast the father brings forward those
of his adopted sons who have been faithful to bis

laws, and proclaims thew his real sons. From that
time they are entitled to all the privliges of home
born sons.

Thus the saints of God are taken into the family
of Christ. If they prove faithful unto death they
have the promise of a crown of life. ¥They will be
born from the dead at the time appointed, actual
sous of the father, and Jesus before the nobility of
heaven (all the holy angels) will say to them,“Come
ye blessed of my Father, inherit (your father’s prop-
erty) the kingdom prepared for you from the found-
ation of the world.”

Who can portray the position of those tv whom
this proclemation shall be tnade, thoss who have a
part in the first resurrection. Their vile bodies shall
be like Christ’s glorious body. 1In the description
g'ven of him as he appeared on the mount, “ His
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white
a9 the light.” They will see no more sorrow, sick-
ness, pain nor death; but life, joy and happiness will
be their eternal portion. Langnmage would fail to
portray their glorious state. ~ Says Paul, [1 Cor,
ii, 9, 10,] * Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei-
ther Liave entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spirit.”  Ile calls it in 2 Cor. iv, 11, “A far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” Dear
reader, may the Lord help you to prepare to re-
ceive jt.

To be Continued.
Extrfacts from Thomas a’Kempis,

Firg trieth iron. and temptation a just man. We
kuow not often what we are able to {io: but tempt-
ations show us what we are.

Iu temnptations aud aflliction man is proved how
mwuch he hath profited.

If God were always thy desire, we should not be
50 much tronbled whea our inclinations are opposed,

Oceasions of adversity best discover how great vir-
tue each one hath; for occasions make not a man
frail, but show what a man is.

It is easicr not to speak to all, than not to speak
more than we should. Tt ig easier to koep at home,
than to be sufficiently upon our guard when we are
abrond. e, therefore, that intends to sttain to in-
ward and spiritual things, must, ‘'with Jesus, retire
frow the multitude. -

Siwmplicity and purity are the two wings by which
a man is lifted up above all earthly. Simplicity 18
in the intention ; purity in the affection ; simplicity
tends to God; purity apprehends and tastes him.

Jesus hath many lovers of his heavenly kingdom ;
Lut few bearers of his cross. He findeth many com-
panions of his table. but few of his abstinence. Ma-
uy praise and bless him. as long as they receive any
corfort from him. But if Jesas hide himsell and
leave them but awhile, they either fall into a com-
plaint or dejection.  But they that love Jesus for Je-
sus, and not for some comfort of their own, bless him
w all tribulation and auguish of heart, as well as in
the greatest comfort.

I'n the cross is salvation ; in the cross is Jife; in
the cross is protection against onr enemies; in the
cross is heavenly sweetness ; in the cross is strength
of mind ; in the cross is the height of virtue ; in the
cross is the perfection of holiness, Beliold in tha
cross all doth consist, and all tieth in our dying up-
on 1t; for there is no other way of life and to true
inward peace, but the way to the holy cross. The
whole life of Christ was a cross and a martyrdom ;
and dost thou seek rest and joy 1 As for comforts,
leave them to God; let hiug do therein as shail best
please him.

Vain and short is all hmnan comfort. Blessed
and real is that comfort which is received inwardly
from the truth.

If thou remainest steadfast in all events, and dost
not weigh by the outward appearance, nor with a
earnal eye, the things which thou scest and hearest,
but presently in every aifair dost enter with Moses
into the tabernacte, to ask counsel of the Lord, thou
shalt hear the divine oracle, and return instracted
concerning mwny things, both present and to come.

How little soever the thinz be, if it be loved and
regarded inordinately, it dctil::th the soul and hin-
dereth the enjoyment of the Supreine Good.

Prayer is nothing without earnestness and resolu-
tion. llow can we expect that God should regard
supplications, with which weare unaffucted oursilves,

e~ ———

He is gainer enough who gives over & vain hope.
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¢‘Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.””
BATTLE CREEK, THIRD-DAY, DEC.11,1855.

The Fourth Commandment and Sunday-Keepers.

Tae great desideratum with those who observe the
first day of the week as a day of rest, is, by some means
to make it appear that the observance of that day is en-
forced by the fourth commandment; for it is a fact, and
an unfortunate one for them too, that there iz no precept
in the Bible, which commands the weekly observance of
a day of rest, and defines the period of its reeurrence, ex-
cept the fourth commandment. Another unfortunate
fact is, that this fourth commandment has no more to say
about Sunday than it has about « Good Friday.”

The fourth commandment as plainly defines the day of
the Sahbath, as language is capable of doing it; and it de-
clares it to be the seventh day of each week. The world,that
portion of it which flatters iteelf with the name of « chris-
tian,” stands up and says that the day of rest is the first
day of esch week, Now as Protestants profess to regu-
late their practice, by the precepts of their Bible, it be-
comes necessary that these two declarations be harmon-
ized, so that, consistent with their profession, while they
practice according to the latter, they may not be violat-
ing the teachings of the former. To do this the witsand
wisdom of theologians have been taxed to their utmost.
Every quibble that-sophistry could produce has been
marshalled into the field, and the result has been a swarm
of theories,each claiming to have settled the difficulty,none
of them, however, attempting to do it by lead#ng men from
a false practice to the truth of God, but by pervertingthe
meaning of the fourth commandment. A practice grown
venerable in their eyes from its supposedantiquity, must
not be given over; and they have endeavored to bendthe
teachings of the Bible to their practice, instead of their
practice to the teachings of the Bible. They have prop-
ped up their own « Dagons” in their gilded temples,and
thrust the ark of God out of their midst.

In illustration of what we have said, we will present
a few examples; not b we take pl ¢ in contro-
versy as such, or in denouncing the course of those who
differ with us; but that the power and barmony of truth
may be more apparent, from the ineousistency of its op-
poders. In the Advent Herald of Nov. 24, 1855, we no-
tice the conclusion of an article on the fourth command-
ment, by “ Rev. Wm. 8. Plumer, o. p.,”’ in which he says:

«1. The term Sabhath signifies rest; and that rest by
divine appointment may, without at all changing its na-
ture, be yransferred from one day to another. Someoth-
er Jewish festivals were called Sahbaths, but never 1sone
of them called ¢ the Sabbath,’ the rest.!

« 2. There is nothing in the fourth commandment fix-
ing this weekly rest to the seventh day of the week. The
law in the decalogue doe§ nok point out any day of the
week, but only a day succeeding six days of labor. It
is said, < God blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it.” *

Here we say is a most manifest perversion of the fourth
commandment. If meh could but once detach the com-
mandment from the seventh day of the week and render
it an indefinite expression, it wquld then be quite an ea-
sy matter to invent a very plausible theory for First-day
keeping. But to destroy the definiteness of the fourth
commandment is not g0 easy a matter. What did God
Dbless in the beginning? He blessed something, or noth- |
ing, If he blessed anything, he blessed sowme définite
object. We read that he blessed a day; then he blessed
some definite day. What day was that? The seventh
day and no other: or the Bible has failed to declare the
truth on this subject. Here originates the Sabbath. in-
stitution. The fourth commandment refers us back to
the fact of God’s resting on the seventh day, as the rea~
son of this institution. Z'is day it tells us to remember
and keep holy. «In it thou shalt not do any work.”

Mr. Plumer says, “The term Sabbath signifies rest;
and that rest by divine appointment may, without chang-
ing its nature be transferred from one day to another.”
‘Where does he find proof of this assertion? Where does
the Bible tell us to rest « one day in seven,” hut that we
may select the day to suit our own convenience? True,
on whatever day we refrain from labor, it is a “rest” to
us; but it is not the « rest-day’” of the Lord. We are
commanded to rest for some reason: we must take for
this ths reason that God has given us; and that reason
xnﬁues uvs, and that absolutely, to the seventh day of

e week. It will not do for us to take a reason of our
own assuming and on that reason set apart another day
for a weekly rest than that which God bas appeinted.
This js not only te reject the observance of the day that
God has given us, but the reason for that observance also.

We say that the Sabbath institation is dependent for

its existence on the fact that God rested from the work
of creation on the seventh day of the first week of time.
But who would think of urging that men must now ob-
serve the fivst day of each week because God rested on
the seventh? This however, Mr. Plumer attempts to do
in his next paragraph, when be says: « Zheve is nothing
in the fourth commandment fizing this weckly rest to the sov-
enth day of the week. The law in the decalogue does not
point out any day.> We hardly know how to reply toso
plain a contradi¢tion of the word of God. As we have
before said, if langnage is capable of doing it, the day of
the Sabbath is plainly defined. It is certain that God
did not bless every day of the week; but if the assertion
above quoted he true, one man may observe the seventh
day, his next neighbor may observe the first, another, the
second, and so on till every day of the week is observed
as holy time; they may each appeal to the fourth com-
mandment in justification of their course, and if that com-
mandment is as indefinite as the doctor would Lave wus
believe, they would be justified. each in keeping hissep-
arate day; for they would. each fulfill the requirements
of the command in keeping one day in ceven; yet there
is but one holy day in each. week; for God has blessed
and set apart one only for the use of man. The idea of
God’s blessing one day of the week and no day in par-
ticular; of his requiring us to remembeér the day- of the
Sabbath, without telling us when it comes; of his com-
manding us to keep a day that is not specified; is too
manifestly absurd to need comment. - Ithas hecome quite
characteristic of man since his fall to suggest improve-
ments on the doings of the Almighty. Perhaps Mr.
Plumer could tell us what language the Lord should
have used if he wished to point out the seventh day in the
fourth commandment.

But Eld. P. evidently thinks he has gained his point,
and that people will believe after reading his articlethat
the fourth commandment really does enjoin the observ-
ance of Sunday; for be says in conclusion, speaking of
James ii, 10, 11, “ Now if you do not kill or swear pro-
fanely, yet if you violate the fourth dment, you are
‘become a transgressor of the law.’ Before he reaches
this point, bowever, he introduces another reason for
keeping holy the first day of the week; namely, hecause
Christ rose ou that day; though he forgot to ‘give us the
teachings of the Bible that requires this at our band.

In the same Herald there js also an article on the his-
tory of the « Lord’s day in Scotland and England,” by
another writer who believes that the fourth command-
mext is abolished, and that Sunday is no Sabbath only
as made 8o hy the eivil and ecclesiastical power. These
two articles in the same paper show that the Herald is
ready to publish anything that militates against the views
of those who keep the seventh day according to the com-
nandment, whether it presents a harmonious system of
truth or not. :

Our limits forbid our saying more on this point inthis
No. Next week we will make some further remarks
bearing on the same suhject. We will also, in connec-
tion, yresent our readers with a curious document; a let-
ter purporting to be “ written by God himself;*® oune of
the instruments by which that power thatinstituted Sun-
day-keeping attempts to enforce its observance.

The “Age to Come.”

Mosr of thereaders of the Review have douhtlessheard
of the “Age to Come” in some form or other, as it bhas
been dizcussed hy various bodies of professed Advent
believers for a few years'past, The main fact in the case
seems to be the name, as its general features, even, do not
seem to be much understoed. The following are a few
of the points maintained by different persons or classes:

1, Christ will come and begin the work of restoring
and subduing the earth, which will be a work of 1000
years.

2. He will bring the New Jerusalem at his coming,
and cleanse a place for its location at Palestine.

3. He will come and superintend the building of Old
Jerusalem which will be the capital of his kindom dur-
ing the 1000 years.

4. He will sit on David’s throne and act as hoth King
and Priest during the period of 1000 years.

5. The immortal saints will be the Priests during that
period or age.

6. The sacrifiee of Christ on-Calvary will be the basis
of offered mercy in that age.

7. The blood of animals will be offered, or the types
re-instituted in that age.

8. Nations will be put on probation under circumstan-
ces calculated to insure their salvation in that age.

9. There will be no probation, but the nations will
worship Christ, as King, by compulsion.

10. The new covenant [Jer. xxxi; Heb. viit] will be
made with Judah and Israel in that age.

11. The three messages of Rev. xiv, 6~12, will be giv-
en in that age.

Of those who believe that there will he probation in
that age, very few pretend to offer any revealed plan
whereby sinners or the nations may secure salvation;and
the majority have no definite views on the point.

This theory has been advocated for many years by
Dr. John Thomas, of Ricbmond, Va,, and more recently
by the Editor of the Harbinger, and many of its eorress
pondents. The Editor of the Herbinger published his
views of the Age fo Come in a pamphlet of 182 pages, hy
which they are quite extensively known, and accepted
by many who have embraced that theory. Those who
remain with the Advent Herald, of Boston, have always
rejected it in every form.

In the West, (Wisconsin and Northern Illinois,) it is
‘generally believed, though not exactly as taught by Eld.
Marsh. At conferences held in Fond du Lac and Jeff-
erson counties, Wis., in Oect. last, it was decided to pub-
lish their version; and J. M. Stephenson, D. P. Hall, W,
Phelps, E. S. Shefficld, W. Wilsie, and T. M. Steward,
were appointed a committee to prepare it for the press.
By the memhers of that committee, as well as by the
body of believers, different opinions are held concerning
it. Indeed, I cousider it next to impossible to get a com-
mittee of six whose views of the Age to Come are uni-
form; and this is but what might be vxpected where so
much is to be believed on points on which so little isre-
vealed. It is to be hoped, however, that the committee
Pwill eome to some understanding by which an authorized
version for the West may be published for the satisfac-
tion of both its adherents and opponents,

The Review has hitherto aimed to be silent on this
subjeet, as it was deemed by the Editor and Publishing
Comnmittee, (and I may add, the body of the brethren,)
unprofitable to diseuss it.  They had noticed that a spir-
it of controversy was generated wherever it was discuss-
ed, calenlated to destroy vital piety and brotherly love.
They did not deem it «“present truth,” or «meat in due
season;” but as it was held by some highly esteemed in
the church, it was not considered best to oppose it, bu
te let the light of the present truth spread, boping that
it would supersede any future éruthin the minds of breth-
ren, however important they might corsider it as a fu-
ture truth. In this they were encouraged hy the avow-
ed position of some of its advocates. The following ex-
pression from Eld. J. M. Stephenson, given soon after e
embraced the Third Angel’s Message, is to the point, and
we could have no hesitation in co-operating with any of
similar sentiments and feelings:—

“By it (tbe Third Angel’s Message) the present church-
es, or Babylon, will he judged. It is 1he great test ques-
tion. I can see no hope for any person who willfully
rejects the last message, nor for any who may hear and
wil not. Thik seems bard, but it must be so.

« Each distinctive message, in every age, has been
present truth, or meat 1n dne season, and nothing elge.

« Each message having been present truth, has always
been present dut,[y, present test, exclusive of all other
tests; and as such must he paramount to all other duties
or doctrines, however important in their places: the Su
ture age not excepted.

« Bach message has had its distinctive messengers o
proclaim it. God never confounds his messages or 1pes-
songers. These messengers have al ways been the cotem-
poraries of the people for whom their messages were de-
si%ned. Hence, it must be our paramount duty to faith-
fully proclaim the message with which God has entrust-
ted us. and leave all future messages for those messen-
gers whom God shall yaise up, and who will he person-
ally interested in the truth t}Eey proclaim,

« Each message bas been essential to salvation. . . . .
Present truth has always heen essential to salvation, A
belief in the future age 13 not essential to salvation; there-
fore the future age is not present truth nor an essential
part of it: hence we may onestly differ on that subject,
and both enjoy the approbation of our heavenly Father.”

Like expressions were made in 1854 by Eld. D. P,
Hall to the Editor of the Revirw, in consequence of which
a compromise was made, in which it was agreed that
both parties should refrain from preaching, writingspub-
lishing, or teaching, either for or against the Age to
Come, but let the present truth engross all their atten-
tion, and engage all their energies. This compromise
was strictly adhbered to by the Review; but information
deemed reliable was given that the other parties had
broken their covenant, by advocating the doctrine con-
trary to their express agreement, and their acknowledg-

ed convictions of duty. During the pastseason the “Wis-
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,zonsin Tent” bas been made the medium for the exten-
sive proclamation of this doctrine, much to the detriment
of the cause 9 present truth, and disappointment
of many who assisted jn procuring the Tent. The
congequences have been what might have been expected
‘from the preaching of an untimely, and of course, life-
Jess message. A general declension of piety, and disaf-
fection towards the great truths of our present message,
bas been the result. So nearly is it allied to the ery of
# Peace and safety,” that the mindsof the churches where
it has been taught have been diverted from the perils of
the times in which we live, and consequently tbey are
not progressing in that preparation which is pecessary
to mect the scon-coming Judge. I do not speak of all,
but in genm‘M terms; for some have seen,acknowledged,
and deplored this state of things in my hearing.

Thongh the course pursued in the Review may not
have been the most judicious, or heneficial for the cause
of truth, yet it was pursued from convictions of right,
and feelings of respect and love for those who differed
with them on that doctrine. It is always well to oppose
error, and vever safe to compromise the truth; and we
think that titne has demonstrated that a different course
would bave been attended with better results, At all
events, the state of things is such, that we can be at no
loss as to wlhat our duty is at the present time. The
wants and perils of the scattered flock demand that we
promptly meet and expose the fallacies of the theory of
the Age to Come; not from a desire for, and love of con-
troversy; (for this we bave avoided;) but from a desire
to upbold the truth of God, and with a firm reliance on
the power of truth, and trust in divine aid to vindicate
and sustain it. J H. W,

e o~y
“Preach the Word.”

« I charge thee therefore hefore God, and the Lord Je-
sus Cbrist, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and hiskingdom; Preach the word; beinstant
in season, out of season; veprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longesuffering and doctrine.”” 2 Tim. iv, 1, 2,

A more solemn charge cannot be found in the Book nf
God. Tt was given before God, before the Lord Jesus
Christ, and in view of the judgment of the living and the
dead. If was given under circumstances the most sol-
emn. The great Apostle says: «For I am now ready to
be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 1
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith; henceforth there is laid up for me a
erown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous
Judge shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.”

The language of the text—«X charge thee therefore,”
~~indicates that this solemn charge—s Preach the word”
—Wwas giveu in view of facts before stated, which facts
ere recorded in the previous chapter as follows: [verses
1-5:] * This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall he lovers of their own
selves, covetous, hoasters, proud, blasphemers. disobedi-
ent to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affec-
tions, truce-hreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, bigh-
mimled, lovers of pleasure more thau lovers of God; hav-
inz a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof;
from such turn away.” This is the prophetic deserip-
tion of the professed church of Christ in the # last days.”
In view of this sad picture, the A postle gives us the sol-
emn cbarge, “ Preach the word.” The word exposes all
these sing, and shows the duty of God’s people in regard
to those who are guilty of them. #«TFrom such turn
away.” The reason why these sins exist in the charch
is because Chrigt’s professed ministers have not preached
the word. They have not fearlessly rebuked those sins
which the Scriptures rebuke in the plaiiest langnage.
Says the Apostle, « Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
long-suffering and doctrine.” .

Verses 3, 4, “For the time will come when they will
not.endure sound doctrine.” Here the Apostle points
forward to the « last days’® which he had been describ-
ing; to these days when men will not endure sound doc-
trine taught hy prophets, Jesus and apostles, “But after
their own lusts, shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; and they shall be turned from the
truth unto fables.”” Here we learn that the multitude of
religious teachers in the last days are the ghoice of the
people, instead of God’s choice; and that he people in
their choice follow their lusts. The man of God who
will reprove them for their worldly lusts; will rebuke
them for their sins, they do not want. They will not

hear him. They rather «heap to themselves teachers”

who—after they have followed the world, the flesh, and
the Devil six days—will preach smooth things on Sun-
day, and touch their popular sins as lightly as possible.
They will not endure sound doc:rine. Should the meek
and humhle Man of Sorvows appear before them in. his
seamless rube, as he stood forth 1800 years ago, and re-
prove and rebuke the sius of professed Christian wor-
shipers, as he reproved the professed pious of that day,
a thousand voices would be raised agaipst him. Away
with him! Crueify bim! Crucify hini .

from every lip. Should men, filled W
it, stand forth with boldness, as did Pa
other of Christ’s witnesses, and reprové¥gln in all its’
forms, they would meet like persecution. “¥yman na-
ture is no better now than then, The Devil, though he
may profess piety, is not converted. When men “preach
the word,” when a pure apostolic gospel shall be preach-
ed, then will Bihle Christians be persecuted as they were
1800 years since, and they will stand out separate from
the world with apostolic faith, apostolic works, and apos-
tolic power. « For the word of God is quick, and pow-
erful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.”” Heb. iv, 12, .

But it is a fact, which will not be denied, that apostol-
ie faith, works and power cannot be found in the popu-
lar churches of this day. And what makes their condi-
tion still more bopeless is, they are taught that those
things belonged to that age alone, and that God does not
require the same sacrifice and consecration of the Chris-
tians of this day, and that to expect the faith and mani-
fest power of God possessed and enjoyed by Christ’s ear-
liest witnesses, is heresy, is fanaticism, Thus the pro-
fessed church of Christ is hound in chains of unhelief,
and united to, and overcome by the world. Her minis-
ters, instead of preaching the word, hold forth a power-
less gospel, and thus daub Zion’s walls with untempered
mortar.

«“A wonderful and borrible thing is committed in the
land; the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear
rule by their means, and my people love to have it so,
and what will ye do in the end thereof?”’ Jer. v, 30, 31.

Let the prophets answer. ¢ Bchold, the Lord maketh
the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it up-
side down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.
And it shall be, as with the people, 50 with the priest.”
«Therefrre hath the curse devoured the earth, and they
that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabifants
of the earth are hurned, and few men left.”” Isa. xxiv,
1-6. «And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day
from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor
buried; they shall be dung upon the ground, Howl, ye
shepherds, and ery; and wallow yourselves in the ashes,
ye principal of the flock; for the days of yonr slaughter
and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall
fall like a pleasant v-ssel. And the shepherds shall have
no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape.
A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and a howling of the
principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the Lord hath
spmled their pasture.’’ Jer. xxv, 33-36,

But the expression of the Apostle, “they shall be turn-
ed from the truth unto fables,” is worthy of especial at-
tention. We will here briefly notice some of the popular
fables of the age.

1. The world’s conversion, and a thousand years of
peace and holiuness before the second coming of Christ.
Those who cberish this hope, look for its consummation
in the seventh Millennium, in the last days. Bnt have
the prophets, Christ and apostles, spoken of the last days
as a period of peace, prosperity and holiness? Nay, ver-
ily. The prophets spenk of the last days asa period that
waiteth for the wrath and fierce anger of the Loxd to«lay
the land desolate, and to destroy the sinners thereof out
of it.”” Christ declares that as it was in the days of No-
ab, so-it will be at his coming; that the wheat and tares
should grow together until the harvest, and that the har-
vest is the end of the world. The apostles speak in har-
mony with the prophets and Christ. Says Paul, «In
the last days perilous times shall come;” &e. 2 Tim.
iil, 1-8. Compare his description of the last days, with
the picture of the good days to come, the golden age now
opening before us, held forth from the pulpit and the re-
ligious press, and it will he seen that the popular ehurch-
es are deceived by a false hope. Their ears are turned
from the truth unto a pleasing fable.

i 2 The spiritual Second Advent. The majority of re-
ligious teachers hald forth that Christ’s second advent is
at death, or at conversion. In this case there are as ma-
ny second advents as there are deaths or conversions,

which is the greatest absurdity. Said the angels to the

anxious diseiples 2a they stood gazing at their ascending
Lord from M$, Olivet, « This same Jesus which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner
as ye have seen him go into heaven.”” Aectsi,11. « Be-
hold! he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see
him.” Rev.1,7.

3. The saints* inheritance « beyond the bonnds of time

and space,” instead of the earth made new, when the
kingdom “ under (not above) the whole heavens shall
be given to the saints.”” Dan. vii, 27. « Blessed are the
meek,”” says Christ, « for they shall inherit the earth.”
i 4. The patural immortality of the soul. The Word
#ways that God «only hath immortality;” [1 Tim. vi, 15,
16;] that it is the gift of God, through Jesus Christ;
[Rom. vi, 23;] that those alone who seek for it, will ob-
tain it; [Rom. ii. 7;] and that it will be given to those
who are Christ’s at the resurrection. 1 Cor. xv, 51-55,
But the Pagan and Papal fable of nataral immortality
makes man’s last enemy, death, the gate to endless joys,
and leaves the resurrection as a thing of little conse-
quence. It is the basis of modern Spiritualism.

Here we might mention the Trinity, which does away
the personality of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, and
of sprinkling or pouring instead of being *duricd with
with Christ in baptism,” « planted in the likeness of his
death:* but we pass from these fables to notice one that
is held sacred by nearly all professed Christians, both
Catholic and Protestant. It is,

5. The change of the Sabbath of the fourth command-
ment from the seventh to the first day of the weeck. The
Pngan festival of Sunday has been substitnted by the
church for the sanctified Rest-day of the Creator, The
Holy Sabbath is the divinely appointed memorial of Je-
hovah’s rest on the last day of the creation week. But
the church bas changed this to the first day of the week
to make it a memorial of the resurrection of Christ, in
the place of baptism, which has been changed to sprink-
ling.

But is there no precept from the great Head of the
church for Sunday-keeping? Thereis none. The New
Testament is entirely silent in regard to a change of the
Sabbath. The Sahbath of the Lord our God is trampled
under foot every week hy the professed servants of the
Most High God, who hold forth the Pagan festival, Sun-
day, (substituted by Papists for the seventh day,) as the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment. The only com-
mandment for the weekly Sabbath found in the Book of
God, says, # The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
our God.”

We might set down and mourn over a corrupted gos-
pel and apostate church, but this would not mend the
mafgter. Then what shall we do? Answer. « Preach the
word.” Brethren, put on the whole armor. Take the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, and go

orth in the nawe of the Master and « Preach the word.*’
1f fable teachers sueceed in turning the masses away
from the truth, still « Preach the word,” and let those
hear who bave an ear to hear. A few ean be reached
and rescued. A remnant will hail a pure, living gospel
with joy, and prepare for the coming of the Son of man.
And those who faitkfelly « Preach the word,” will re-
ceive a crown of life when the Chief Shepherd shall ap-
pear, ) J. W,

e ————
oswego Conference.

Trr Conference at Oswego will be one of the greatest
importance to the cause in the State of New York. Bro.
J. Havt of Vermont designs to be present. His plain
testimony, at the Conference at this place, on many points
relative to the present duty of the Church of God, did
us all much good. There should be a general gatherin
of the male members of the church in the county, an
delegates from other counties. g

We hope there will be vigorous efforts made by the
Church in that State to extend the present truth to new
ficlds. J. W.

A New Work.

“ Aw Examination of the Scripture Testimony concern-
ing Man’s Present Condition w:rd his future Reward or pun-
ishment.”

The above is the title of a new and neat pamphlet of 196
pages, from the pen of Bro. J. N. Loughborough, most of
which has already appeared in the REview. By manyit has
been objected to works which have been published on this
subjoct, that objections to the views here advocated, havenot
been thoronghly answered. Inthe work before ws we ceon-
stder all objections to the mortality of man, and the death of
the wicked, fairly and fully met. Many bave expressed a
wish to see it in pamphlet form. Such will be gratified to
learn that it is now ready for delivery ; and wo trust will at
once furnish themselves with a copy.  We can heartily ree-
ommend it to all our Brethren, It can bo had of the Aathor,
J. N. Loughborough, Rochester, N. Y,, or at this Office~-
Price, single copy, 18 cents.—Postage 2 cents. $12 a hundred-
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The Parable of Matthew XXV,

MucH has been said and written relative to this
parable since the commencement of the Advent move;
and still there are views that widely differ one from
another. We wish now to reason a few momentson
this parable. Our Saviour says, Then shall the king-
dom of heaven (or the church of God) be likened to
ten virgins that took their lamps and went forth to
meet the bridegroom. We must here recollect that
our Saviour is giving a history of an eastern wed-
ding of which there must be a likeness in the expe-
rience of the church. Now if this language was ad
dressed to the church. the church must have both
the history of that which our Saviour relates, and
also its likeness.

Now the time for us to make an application of this
parable is when the two classes of servants shonld be
manifest : the one saying, My Lord delayeth hiscom-
ing, while the other would be glving meat in due sea-
son. Matt. xxiv, 45-50. These servants in the first
place are brought out by the signs that are found in
this chapter (in connexion with the prophetic peri-
ods) to look for the personal and immediate corning
of Christ.

The prophetic periods were then understood to reach
no farther than March 21st, 1844. The Church then
were all united in looking to this point of time as the
extent of those periods. This move was then con-
sidered as the going forth of the virgins, and also the
midnight ery, until the time had all run out. A few
wonths after it was discovered that there must be a
midnight cry, and also there must be a delay of the
Bridegroom, in order for the fulfillment of the para-
ble as well as some other portions of revelation ;
such as, Hab. ii, 3: * Though it tarry wait for it;
because it will surely come, it will not tarry ;" and
many other portions of Scripture, that could not have
had a fuifillment unless there had been a delay of the
coming of the Lord.

It was also discovered that if the command to build
Jerusalem went forth the first day of 457, 8. c., the
2300 days would run out the last day of 1843; for
it would take all of 457 and 1843 to make the full
number, 2300 ; but that decrce did uot take effect un-
til nfter months ; because Ezra was five months
1n going up to Jerusalem, and it was some days after
that, before he gave orders for the vestoration of the
city and its true worship ; which worship seemed to
buthe first in order, to be done, and also of the most
importance. '

And while the light was in this way shining out, it
was sesn that it wonld correspond with the typical
service of the Jewish high priest on the tenth day of
the seventh month, which type could be fulfilled in
no way only’in Christ in the antitypical Sanctuary
in heaven. "Thus we looked on the tenth day of the
seventh month for Christ to come out of the Most
-1y Place and bless his people.

Here the midnight cry was raised, Behold the
Bridegroom cometh, on the tenth day of the seventh
month, This ery came up in different parts of the
field, almost at the same pointoftime. Thenaccord-
ing to the history all the virgius are to be aroused ;
whicli did take pluce in the Autumn of 1844, While
this cry was being given that class of individuals en-
guwsed in * the going forth' of the parable, rose and
with redoubled efforts went forth filled with zeal and
with the Holy Spirit to give the ery. Their faith and
works corresponding, gave an edge to their testimo-
ny. While they preached from home the coming of
the Lord, their anharvested fields, at horme, as Ioud-
ly preached the same sentiment. Men were stirred
winder this cry as they uever had heen before. This we
understand to be what answers to the miduight cry
in the parable.

Then the ohjector asks, Why did not the Lord
come? Because this parable is not to illustrate the
coming of Christ ; but it is to be a likeness to a cer-
tain wedding of which our Saviour had been giving a
history, Now it could not have been all fulfilled had
the Lord come at that point of time; because, if t:e
Lord had come on the tenth day of the seventh month,
where would have been the time for those who came
afterwards : this could not be the case. The midnight
cry of the parable does not carry us to the coming of
the Son of man ; for we are exhorted to watch, Luke
xii 27-38, Here we are to be found lke men wait-
ing for their Lord'when he shall refurn from the wed-
ding.

We wish now to speak more particularly of those
virgins that came aftgrward. “ Afterwards came al-
80 the other virgins.’ This is also to be a likeness
to those virging in tH® history of the wedding. They
took a literal lamp and really went forth to meet the
bridegroom ; but this we shall not expect; hut we
shall expect they will take something that will an-
swer to the lamp, something also that will answer to
the oif. For the lamp we shall take the Bible, and

for the odl, faith in the same. Thus the christian is
prepared to discover the waymarks on bis way to
mount Zion. So while the people of God took the
Bible as a lamp, they showed their faith in the same
by their works ; this being really doae in the Advent
move of 1843-4, Now there is a class in the wed-
ding that seemed to lack oil ; so there will be in its
likeness, Theylack faith in God's word; do not
understand its fulfillment; look for another ending
of the prophetic periods 3 which brings them to the
wedding afterward.

We should expect their appearance would be sim-
ilar to those who came first : not differing materially
only in time. How sirikingly this has been fiulfilled
in the move of a part of the virgins, crying, Bohold,
the Bridegroom cometh on the tenth day of the sev-
enth month, 1854; thus answering to the proclama-
tion behold he cometh, in 1844 In addition’ to this
they have a shut door as the true church previously
had; and in like manner they hold that the Sanctua-
ry, which they believe to be the people of God, is now
being cleansed. The trie church also helieves the
Sanctuary is now being cleansed, but understind bet-
ter what it is by the instructions of Heb. viil. and ix.

We wish now to look at the gharacter of these
classes of virgins. denominated wige and foolish. Ma-
ny take the pogition thaf there are none of the fool-
ish who will ever get into the kingdom. Now if we
take the position that all of the foolish are to be lost,
we must also adwit that all of the wise will be saved.
This will never answer; but that the greater part of
the virgins that are finally saved will be among those
thut maintain the first move of the Advent in the
main—the midnight cry and the ending of the pro-
phetic periods. The foolishness of those who came
after was manifest in their going forth with so lttle
evidence as to that being the true cry : claiming that
the Lord wag in the going forth as in 1843-4 but at
the rame fime changing the starting point of every
prophetic period, emhraeed at that time to make them
harmonize with the coming of the Lord in 1855 § and
then assuwming the cry of 1844 to be a false alarm.
Now we shall take the position that we have had the
midnight cry. and that it was given in the Autumn
of 1844, when all those virgins, who had light on the
Advent, and did nob reject it, arose and trimmed their
lamps, and not a part as in the last move. Whatev-
er may have been given as the midnight cry since
1844, must be a connterfeit. .

Perhaps our time hrethren may think us severe;
but we think them foolish in claiming that the coun-
terfeit existed before the true coin. May God help
us sggfar to keep up with the light of prophecy as
not to look for a second fulfillment. but call to mind
God’s dealings with us in the past and hold on by
faith in his word. an look to the Third Angel’s Mes-
sage [Rev. xiv. ] and the Sanctuarv for an explana-
tion of God’s dealings with us in the past.

J. Har.

Northfield, Vi.

e . et
“Be ye Angry and Sin not.” Eph. tv, 28.

By a misapprehension of the true meaning of the
above Scripture, and also of some others of a sim.
ilarty received import, some have douhtless been led
if not into a fatal error, at Jeast into a very injuri-
ous practice.

It mav be proper here to examine some of that
class of Scriptures, referred to above, in order o as-
certain their true meaning, The Lord says. [ Matt.
v, 22.) Bat T say unto you, that whosoever is angry
with hi< hrother, without a cause, shall be in danger
of the judgement. But the inquiry is made, What
if he has a canse? The inferential reply is. anger in
this ease would be admissible. This however is not
according to truth. There is satisfactory proof from
numerous other passages of Scripture, that no such
inference should here be drawn. It is true, the
first careless thought, without thinking of other
Scriptures, might lead us to infer ag above ; but we
should he careful not to draw an inference. till we
know there is no posifive declaration of Scripture to
contradict it.

Here the critical will inquire, if the phrase, ¢ with-
out & canse,” in the above quotation, is to be left
without any meaning. I answer, Tt shall have its
true and full meaning. Tt is admitted that the con-
duct of a brother may be such that there is cause for
anger; or else the phrase would be withovt mean-
ing, But the only question on this point now is.
Who has a right to execute, or even exercise that
anger  Truly none but the Lord has any right to
execute it ; sinca it is written, Vengeance is mine, 1
will repay, saith the Lord. m. xii. 19. Andnone
but the Lord has any right to exercise it; for again
it is-written, “ Let all bitterness, and wrath, and an-
ger be put away from you.”

Again, [Mark ii, 5,] it is said that Jesus looked

round about on them with anger. This passage ig
sometimes adduced to show that Christ himseif in-
dulged in this passion; and of conrse it would not
be improper for us, his fvllowers, wnen there was
sufficient provocation, to imitate his example in this
as well as in other respects. If this were correct
reasoning, then we might as well assume the prerog-
ative of judging ; this being also the Master’s pre-
rogative; for he expressly says, [John v, 22,] that
the Wather judgeth no man, but hath committed all
judgment unto the Son,

Should we follow him in this respect also ?  Most,
certainly not; for he expressly commands us not to
judge. Judge not that ye be-not judged. For with
what jodgment ye judge, ye shall be judged. We
understand by this, that in this imperfect mortal
state, we are wanting in capabilities to judge right-
ly. Hence by making one unjust decision, we expose
ourselves to God’s judgment for that wrong, though
the guilt of no other sio lay upon us.

Although Christ bas not, in so many words, giv-
en u9, with his own mouth, an express command not
to indulge in anger, yet inspiration has given. explic-
itly, this command by Paul and David. Hence it is
no more our privilege or right to be angry at our
fellows, than it is to judge them. We have the sameo
authority respecting one that we have respccting the
other,

t'l‘he important inquiry now is, What is the true
meaning of the Scriptures above quoted from Matt,
v, and Mark ii? Respecting thc first: Jesus was
cc’;mmenting on the instructions of Jewish teachers.
They had taught that whosoever should kill, would
be in danger of the judgment. But he informed
them, that only to be augry with a brother, without
a cause, would expose them to that, If there were
a cauge, no doubt the sin would be mitigated, and if
they had no more light, on this subject, than -this
Scripture imparts, it might possibl y be commuted to
a sin of ignorance; so that it they lived up to- their
best light; and lived previous to the time of
cleansing the heavenly Sanctuary. and the blotting
out of the sing -and errors of God’'s people, they
might perhaps possibly escape the judguwent of God,
by having this sin of ignorance blottod out, *“ when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presencs
of the Lord.”

As to the second in Mark iif, The inquisitive wil]
doubtless inquire, Why are we not allowed to imi.
tate Jesus in the exercise of anger? The question
might as well be asked, Why are we not allowed to
execate anger ? or why are we not allowed to judge?
The reasons are obvious:

First, to have our minus subject to the exercige of
that passion would be a source of cohtinual disturb-
ance to us, and could effect no possible good to our-
selves or others ; but rather be a perpetual source of
evil to all concerned.

Second, in either cise we expose ourselves to the
judgment of God. Our ignqrance and imperfections
wholly disqualify us to act in these capacities, Nor
do I apprehend we have a very clear perception of
what that anger was, which Christ exercised ; for, af-
ter mention was made, that, © be lonked round about
on thern with anger,” it is added, “being grieved for
the hardness of their hearts.” From this, it is rea-
sonable to conclude that the word, anger, does not
exactly express the emotion, which at that time ex-
ercised the mind of Jesus. Wherefore this qualify-
ing phrase was thrown in to modify the sense of that
expression. The pagcity of language was unques-
tionably the cause of this. To be. grieved at the
hardness of men’s hearts, would be nothing wrong
in us; bnt to indulge in anger, according to the com-
mon acceptation of the word i3 contrary to divine re-
quirement. )

It is reasonable to our understanding, that the
Master of the house has duties and prerogatives pe-
culiarly his own. And though hisservants and chil-
dren are required, on general principles to imitate hig
excellent example. and have many privileges and du-
ties in common with him ; yet whenever his acts are
diciplinary ; or are used in the adninistration of jus-
tice ; in these he stands anique and alone, *'The gov-
ernment shall be upon Ais shoulder.” “ One is
your Master, even, Chist ; and all ye are brethren,”
He is the great Teacher, we are the learners.

Tt is objected that * Jesus was mads seder the
Law,” and “knew no sin.” And whatswer woéuld be
erroneous or sinful for us, would have twen.so for
him, while he was here as our example. 1t has al-
ready been shown dhat onr extreme ignorapés djs-
qualifies us to have anything to do with that which.
pertaing, absolutely, in any way, to dicipline or gow-
ernment.  On the other hand his immensely s.aperi-
or knowledge and understanding, perfectly quﬂﬁe&
him to perform all that pertains to both of these,
Hence, ag he “knew what was in man ;" pather ag’
he ‘“ knoweth all things;” he knew, when, for what
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reagon, and in what sense, kind and degree, to be an-
gry, on the principles of perfect justice and righteous-
ness, Was there any sin in this? None. He knew
full well how to exercise a just and holy anger. We
know not how to exercise anger without its being
mixed with sinful passions. Therefore this indul-
gence is forbidden us by strict commands, bul was
perfectly fit and right for him, on the principle, that
it is perfectly right and just for a teacher of a school
to administer salutary discipline and government,
even though it be mixed with corporeal punishment.
But has any scholar in the school, a right to do this?
Certainly he has not. We know not how to do_the
thing right: He does; therefore it will do for Him,
but not for us.

It is said by some, that anger has very little to do
with {he spirit of love, meekness, gentleness, quiet-
ness and forbearance. We understand that it has
nothing to do with it. It is their complete opposite.
They continue, and say, “ But when manifested, it
should be against sin or wickedness with which it
has no fellowship.” I think that anger has some
fellowship whith sin and wickedness: it being part
and parcel of the same. But if the pronoun 4 which
next precedes the word fellowship, represents the
word spirif, the remaining sentiment is then cor-
rect; for the spirit of love and meekness, &c., truly
has no fellowship with sin, or wickedness.

The same subject is continued, and it is said “In
this view of the subject anger is no sin, but a virtue.”
The above quotations were adduced from the fact that
Jesus was said to look round with anger ; and that
God is angry with the wicked every day; and the
arguwment is, that it 18 & virtue to imitate the exam-
ple of these divine personages. But who has ever
assumed the privilege of imitating the example of
Christ in making the scourge of small cords, and us-
ing it in the manner he did? John ii,15. And who
would argue from hence, that following this example
was 2 mark of deep piety, or unusual virtue 7 This,
in the Master of the house, who had power to com-
mend and enforce, and whose peculiar right it is to
punish all offenders, is perfectly fit and right; but
in us, his dependent subordinates, it would be an as-
sumption of power, not at all justifiable.

The idea that we should not imitate him in all his
prerogatives, may be new to some; it is a thought
quite modern to the writer ; but the Spiritand Word
have reproved respecting the subject, until it was
thought best to investigate more fully, Phe word of
truth respecting it. As some may inquire to know
wherein we should, and wherein we should not imi-
tate the Master, the proper reply, is, We should im-
jtate him in all things which the Bible enjoins; and
we should not imitate him in any thing which the
Bible prohibits,

Some may object to the sentiment just expressed
from an expression in Rev. xiv, 4. “These are they
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth.”
This passage has been understood by some, to mean
that the class of men referred to, would imitate the
example of the Lamb in all his acts, and that to per-
fection. That they will follow him thus in all his
imitable example may be infirred ; but it is not ex-
pressed. If we look at the meaning of the word
whithersoever, which Webster defines,—to whatso-
ever place ; then this objection at once vanishes, The
passage will then rcad, These are they which follow
the Lamb to whatsoever place he goeth. Thus we
see, this passage has reference more particularly to
Jocalities, to which they follow him, than to exam-
ple, in which they imitate him.

Here the inquiry is made, Whatlocalities ? Itcan
be made to appear that the class of men spoken of
in Rev. xiv, 4, is the last generation of saints, the
remnant of Israel. Zeph. iii, 13. Therefore they
live at & time, when having an understanding of truth
pertaining to the heavenly Sanctuary, they will by
faith or belief in this truth, follow the Lamb to what-
soever apartment of the same, it may be necessary
for the Great High Priest to go,in his work of cleans-
ing it. From thence, out to bless his people. From
thence to his location on the white cloud, when the
cry will be made, Thrust in thy sickle and reap ; for
the time is come for the to reap, for the harvest of
the earth is ripe.

We now return to a more particular examination
of the Scripture which heads this article. Perhaps
the commonly received opinion, from the construction
of the language is, that we have poermission to be an-
gry, but are forbidden to sin. If the language ex-
Ppresses this, it expresses more; yea it even expresses
an injanction or commadd that we should be an-

y. Do we believe this? I trust not one of us;
or God has given in his word, commands, precisely
opposite to this, Ps. xxxvii, 8. “Cease from an-
gor, and forsake wrath,” Why cease from anger if
God enjoins it 7 or oven permits us to indulge in it ?

Why forsake wrath if it be justifiable? Such ideas
are absurd.

Again Col. i, 8. “But now ye also put off all
these: anger, wrath, malice, &c.” In the above
Scriptures we have express commands, to put off, to
cease from. to forsake, anger, wrath, &e. Still the
language of the text is, “ Be ye angry and sin not.”

Here says the sceptic, the Bible contradicts itself.
But we say it certainly does not. Such a thought
would be the most distressing to a believer. There
is doubtless some error either in the translation, or
punctuation of the common version. )

Professor Whiting gives the following translation:
“ Do not sin by being angry.” By this translation,
we have almost a complete change in the meaning of
the passage. It shows that being angry is sin; and
it commands not to sin thus. In his margin it is ex-
pressed interrogatively, as follows: Will ye be angry
and not sin?  As if he asked, if it were possible to
be angry, and not sin by being thus. Here we see
by comparing the punctuation of the text and the
margin of this learned man’s translation, he under-
stands that inspiration had nothing to do with the
punctuation of the Bible.

Professor Goodri¢h in his Greek Grammar, fifth
edition, page 2, says: “Greek was originally written
in capitals, without any spaces between the words.”
Of course there was no room for the marks of punc-
tuation. He then gives us the first verse of the first
chapter of John’s Gospel, except the last simple sen-
tence, as an example, in capitals, without punctua-
tion. He then gives an example of the same in small-
er Greek characters with punctuation. He then says,
the smaller characters were formed from the larger
ones between the seventh and ninth centurics, for con-
venience in writing.

But we rely not on human testimony, alone, to
show forth the truth, relative to this passage. We
will introduce the 31st verse of Eph. iv. Let all bit-
terness, and wrath, and anger, &c., be put away from

ou. Do we believe that Paul in writing five verses
contradicted himself ? If he were uninspired and al-
together wreckless of his reputation, with his pow-
ers of mind, it would scarcely be deemed possible.
But these were not the conditions under which Paul
wrote. e was inspired; and the word of the Lord
is not yea and nay, but yea and amen,

The peculiar structure of language is such in some
passages, that a slight variation in the punctuation
materially alters the sense: in others, their struc-
ture is so simple, and their meaning so obvious, that
to give them the right punctuation, would result as a
natural consequence, and the true sense of the orig-
inal be intuitively known. Thus of the passage un-
der consideratlion, by changing the period point at the
close, to an interrogation, the sense is nearly revers-
ed. So it is then reconcilable with other Scriptures,
which at first would seem to be contradictory.

One more Scripture will be used in the close of this
argument. In Gal. v. 19-21, Paul gives us a cata-
logue of sins which he there calls the works of the
flesh. Here we see that wrath, whieh is defined, vi-
olent anger, belongs to that dark catalogue, the do-
ing of which will for ever exclude the doers thereof,
from the inheritance of the kingdom of God. The
writer’s belief for a long time differred from the sen-
timents here expressed ; but with sorrow now he
sees, in this respect, the error of his former years
A man’s practice will be likely to correspond, some-
what with his honest belief.

It is said that *“Anger resteth in the bosom of
fools.” 'To this class I find no promise in all the Bi-
ble ; but to the opposite character, the meek, there
are many great, and precious promises. The meek
shall eat and be satisfied. Ps. xxii, 26. The meek
will he guide in judgment, Chap. xxv, 9. The meek
shall inherit the earth. Chap. xxxvii,11, The earth
feared and was still, when God arose to judgwent,
to save all the meek of the earth. Chap. lxxvi 8-
9. The Lord litteth up the meek. Chap. cxlvii, 6.
The Lord taketh pleasure in his people, he will beau-
tify the meek with salvation. Chap. cxlix, 4. The
meek shall also increase their joy in the Lord. Isaiah
xxix, 19. Preach good tidings to the meek. Chap.
1xi, 1. Blessed are the meek. Matt, v, 5.

It was in view of the momentous period of time
which has now overtaken us—* before the decree
bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, before
the fierce anger of the Lord come”—that the Proph-
et exclaimed, Seek ye the Lord all ye meek of the
earth, which have wrought his judgment ; seek right-
eousness, seek meekness : it may be ye shall be hid
in the day of the Lord’s anger.”

Dear brethren, will we give heed to these solemn
truths ?  Will we cherish a disposition of carefulness
to investigate truth and resolve to practice it as soon
as the mind is understandingly convinced in regsrd
to it? Such and such only have any claim t6 the

promises. STEPHEN PIERCE.
Rozbury, Vi,

COMMUNICATIONS,

From Bro. Ederton.

Dear Bro. WarrE :—Through the mercy of God
I am again able to address you after a long and tedi-
ous blindness, caused by inflamation of my eyes. I
have not been able to do anything of business, or la-
bor, since the first of June, till the last of October.
I have therefore been prevented making any commu-
njcation or remittance to you before this. It hag
been a season of trial and of blessings to us since
January last, for proclaiming the Advent near, and
immortality and eternal life through Christ alone,
andh{'or mantaining the validity of the Lord’s Sab-
bath,

The Baptist Church with which we have been con-
nected over twenty years, and with whom we have
walked in the ordinances of the gospel, we have been
excluded from, without their giving us an opportuni-
ty of answering for ourselves or taking one step of
gospel labor, This was done by changing the time
of the meeting from its regular appointment. I went
to the place of meeting at the usual bour and fouud
they had met in the forenoon. But we rejoice that
we are counted worthy to suffer reproach for Christ’s
gake, and that this truth they cannot take from us.

We love the Review and Herald as it comes to
us with stores of gospel truth, and we sympathize
with you in your labors of love.

I should be glad if some of our ministering breth-
ren would call here as they are traveling east or west.
I lige in the town of Parma, ten miles south of Cleve-
land.

While some around us are saying we are led away
with Lo heres, and Lo theres, we feel to rejoice that
the truth will triumph, May the Lord help each
and all of us to realize the time in which we live and
enable us to do those things which are pleasing in
his sight,

Yours in the fellowship of the gospel.
J. EpERTON.

Brother Wm. C. Peck, from Will Co., Ill., writes:

“T wish to say through the Review that I rejoice
with the remnant, knowing that my redemption draw-
eth nigh. 1 feel to praise the Most High that I ever
heard this last message of mercy; for I tind great
peace and joy in loving God's law.

I long to see my Saviour in his beauty and walk
the plains of the {Iew Earth. I would with Mary
choose that part that shall never be take away, and
put my trust in the arm that bringeth salvation. I
want to see Zion arise and put on her beautiful gar-
wments. I want to be where I shall no more hear it
said, I am sick, T am weary of my life; but where
the wicked will cease from tronbling and the weary
be at rest.

I feel truly, like a pilgrim here, and want fo meet
my heavenly Father’s family upon mount Zion, and
swell the loud anthem to God and the Lamb. I feel
anxious to do what I can to forward the last message
of mercy to man and thus improve upon my one tal-
ent till the nobleman returns from the far country.
I bless God that I am living in these last days, these
days the prophets longed to see, but they have died
without the sight. T cannot express the love T have
for that brother or sister that is looking for my Sa-
viour. Truly we are living in & grand and awful
time,

1t has been about one year since I came into the
Sabbath truth. I long to dweli with my Saviour and
that heavenly company on mount Zion to walk the
golden streets of the New Jerusalem.

Illinois is a wide field for labor. The harvest is
great, but the laborers are few. I pray the Lord to
send more laborers into Illinois. The Third Angel’s
message, | believe, is a compelling power. Go into
the highways and hedges and there you will find
sowe of the jewels. I should be glad if we could
have the Review weekly.”

Bro. Henry Brown writes us from Otsego Co., N.
Y., Nov. 9th, 1855. After ordering a quantity of
books on the present truth, he says:—“1 am alone
on the present trnth, and very much feel the need of
these faithful eounselors to help me to bring out the
great truths of the Bible. I can have the privilege
of hearing Babylon’s teachers expound the Scrip-
tures ; but this'I find to be poor food for a hungry
soul, and I find that while for the time they ought to
be teachers, they have need that some one teach them
what are the first principles of salvation. But by
their fruits ye shall know them; and one need not
look long to see that ““ Babylon is fallen ;* for where
are the revivals, the family altars, and also the soul-
stirring reforms of the churches which were seen a
few years ago? Echo answers, Where? and we look
in vain for a living answer. They areall dead. They
are all conformed to the fashion of this world, and
are crying, Peace.
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From the DEvOTIONAL HARMONISY,

% yAIN ARE ALL TERRESTRIAL PLEASURES” 8s & 7s.

1. Vain are al} terrestial pleasures ; Mix'd with dross the puvest gold ; Seek we then for heavenly treasures,~Treasures never waxing old.
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TENOR OR ALT0, ad lib.
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Let our best affections centér On the things around the throne :

o e e e

There no thief can ever enter ; Moth aud rust ave there unknown,
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2 Earthly joys no longer please us;
Here would we renounce them all;
Seek our only rest in Jesusg,w~
Him our Lord and Master call.
Faith, our languid spirits cheering,
Points to brighter worlds above;
Bids us look for his appearing;
Bids us triumph in his love.

3 May our light he always hurning,

gnd ourgioins he irged roundg

Waiting for our Lord’s returning,—
Longing for the welcome sound.

Thus the Christian life adorning,
Never need we he afraid,

Should he come at night or morning,
Early dawn or evening shade,

The Gathering Call.

Loxg upon the mountains, weary,
Have the scattered flock heen torn;

Dark the desert paths, and dreary,
Grievious trials have they borie.

Now the gathering call is sounding,
Solemn in its warning voice;

Union, faith and love ahounding,
Bid the little flock rejoice.

Now the light of truth they’re seeking,
In its onward track pursue;

All the ten commandments keeping,
They are holy, just and true.

On the words of life they’re feeding,
Precious to their taste so sweet;

All their Master’s precepts heeding,
Bowing humhly at his feet,

In that world of light and heauty,
In that golden city fair,

Boon its Fearly gates they*1l enter,
And of all its glories share.

There divine the soul’s expansions;
Free from sin, and death, and pain;

Tears will never dim those mansions
Where the saints immeortal reign.

Soon, He comes! with clouds descending;
All his saints, entomhed, arise;

The redeemed in anthems hlending,
Shouts of victory through the skies,
O we long for thine appearing, :

Come, O Saviourl quickly_comel
Blessed hopel our spirits cheeting,
Take thy ransomed children Eﬁ-ﬂe.
e
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A

Spirvitualism,

WEe intend to furnish our readers from time to time
with such facts as will show the progress of this doctrine
in the land. We have reliahle sources of information on
this subject from the Christian Spiritualist, puhlished at
553, and the Spiritual Telograph, puhlished at 342, Broad-
way, New York,

We are not credulous enough to deny that there is re-
ality in the manifestations. There are agencies at work
which are not of earth; hut what are those agencies?
They claim to hsthe spirits of the departed; and the on-
ly way in which these claims can he met and disproved,
as we have often repeated, is to'take a seriptural view of
the state of man in death. When we read that they
#“ sleep,’” and shall not “ be raised out of their sleep tillthe
heavens he no more,” the false pretentions of these spir-
its recoil upon their own heads. It at once reveals their
true character, and shows us that they are spirits, not of
our departed friends, but of fallen angels, :

We cau all hut feel deeply interested in the progress of
the struggle hetween this new theory and the teachings
of the common theology of the present day. Wesay
frankly that the popular church is inconsistent in deny-
ing the claims of spiritualism. She has paved the way
for this very work, and yet refuses toacknowledgeit as the
legitimate result of her teachings. She has furnished
the cause, and refuses to recognize the effect. As long

as she clings to her favorite dog)n,/f.ﬁt man has a spir-
it that is conscious and activeand intelligent after death,
ghe has no hgrrier to presentagainst this strongdelusion:
she must be entangled in her own net: she must fall into
the pit her own hands have digged, A

Thongh the manifestations have begome so frequent as

to lose much of their novelty, and less excitement is oc-
casioned on this particular, the doctrine is no less rapid-
Iy spreading and counting its proselytes hy hundreds
and tens of hundreds. The way is preparing for that
time hrought to view in Rev, xvi, 13, 14, when they shall
go forth to the kings of the earth, and of the whole world
to gather them to the battle of that great day. We
clip the following from the Okristian Spiritualist of Nov.
17th, 1855, which gives the number of helievers in Troy
alone at 1200, and states, which is douhtless true, that
spiritualism is hecoming the faith of Whe masses,
BPIRITUALISM IN TROY.

«The hostile antagonistic opposition which at one time
characterized the feeiings of many of the Trojans towards
Spiritualism, seems to have given way, if the followin,
from'the Troy Whig is a fair statement of fact. Its edg-
itor say: +We do not believe the greater portion of our
citizens have any idea of the numher of votaries the
S%mtuahst theory has in our midst. A gentleman
whose word we regard as sufficient authority, for the as-
sertion, estimates the numher of sincere helievers at 1,200.

ese embace many of our leading citizens—men of
worth and intelleet, who deduct their helief from philos-
ophical and liberal reasoning, and are by no meana to he
ideutified with the fanatics who are alwaysready to em-
hrace some new theorg.’

The editor of the Saratoga Daily Republican, in his
igsue of Novemher 9th, makes the following comment on
the above. He says: * No one need he surprised in ye-

ard to the facts stated ahove., ¢Men of worth and intel-
ect,’ have but to investigate the ‘Spiritual theory,’ to
hecome convinced of the Spirit intercourse. In'New
York, Alhany, Troy, Syracuse, Buffalo, and almost in ev-
ery portion of this State as well as throughont the Union,
Spiritualism is heeominﬁ the faith of the masses, and as
a cousequence, mankind are hecoming hetter and hap-
prer.

For the convenience of Eastern Brethren we left
with Eld. J. N. Lougbborough of Rochester, N. Y., a
full dssortment of Books. Those who wish a quantity
can obtain them of him. % w.

Tent Meetings.

+ Stoce the last report of our Teat-meetings in Vi, we have
entored gome new fields, where but little was known respect-
ing our fajth; and we t;eel cofident that the hiessing of the
Lord has attended our lahors.

After leaving Richford we met at Compton, C. E. Where
we pilched the Tent, two miles from Bro, Hool’s, the only Bro.
in that vieinity keeping the Bible Sabbath. Our hand-bills
which we had sent by mail, were not received in time for hut
fow days’ notice to be given of the meeting Consequently
there were not as many present tu hear as probably would
otherwige have been But yet some of the few present were
much intereeted in the word spoken. And we think the meet-
ing was one of profit to the brethren and sisters present.

From here we next went to Walden, Vt. In this place
there is but one family who are believers in the message
of the third angel. But liftle was known respeeting the faith
of eommandment-keepets, except by report : which of course
had hut littie truth conneceted with it. The meeting com-
menced Sabbath evening. A goo lly number were present in
the evening, and on Sabbath-day, also the evening after the
Sabbath. On First-day our congregatios was large and gquite
attentive to the word which was 8pok -n with great freedom.
Our dear friends seemed to be astonished to learn that the
Bible and the Bible alone was presented as the foundation of
our faith; and that the evidences for the position which we
sccupy blaze so hrightly from its sacred pages. We learn
that some have said they could hardly believe they had at-
tended a meeting with Sabbnth-keepers, so different wag the
preaching from former reports. We have also learned that
some mote have there decided to keep the Sabba’h.

Our next meeting was at Chelses, on the farm of Bro. W.
Comap. Here we met with a number of dear brethren and
gisters, who seemed to feel the need of struggling for a deep-
or work of grace. Some spirited exhortations were given,
and a good degree of freedom felt in proolaiming the last sol-
emn truths to this wicked world. Convietion seemod to foroe
itself upon the minds of some present that we have the truth.

We were made. glad by weeting with dear Bro, Barr at this
weeting.

At Warren, we held our next-meeting. At this time the
weather was rainy and unpleasant, but a numher of friends
onme out to hear, and we trust the resuit of our lahors heve
wilt be gond. Bro Lockwood and his family still manifest a
deep and continued anxiety for the spread of the truth.

From this place we went to Morristown, where the Teunt
was pitehed near Bro, Bingham's house. At this time the
weather was quite raiay, especially on Sabbath, yet wo were
favored w‘ith the prfvilege of meeting with a number of the
tried fricnds of the canuse. On Subbath there were many very
gpirited exhortations given which rendered the meeting one
of deep interest

On First-day a glorious vietory was obtained in the meed-
ing and we feel confilent that much prejudice was removed
and good accomplished. The Lord grant wisdom and a will- -

ing mind to live out the truth spuken. .
A.S HurcHing,
C. W. Spernv.

———— e
0™ Sevexry-rHREE copies of «The Two-horned
Beast,” hy J. N. Loughborough, have just fallen into
our hands from one of our agents in this State. Many
brethren have sent in for this work when we could not
supply them. Ifany wish to ohtain a few copies now
they can do so hy ordering immediately. . J W,
e —— et
APPOINTMENT.

PrOVIDENCE permitting, there will be a Conference of the,
churches in Central New York, hold in Oswego, commeneing
Sixth-day, Dec 14th, at 104 A. M. It Will continne over
Sabbath, It is hoped there will he a general attendanee of
the Brn. in Oswego county, and at least one or two Brn. from
each of the churches in the adjoining counties. ‘We shall at-
tend to the business affuirs of the Conference, Sixth-day, and
would he giad to have a general attendance of Brn. at the
hour appoiuted. J. N. Loveusoroveu.

e ——
Business,

John Butchart :~-We have sent the hooks. There-remains
your due, $1,62.

C. Bigelow:~Your letter and money were rsceived in

Rochester just as we were moving. That oaused the delay i
attending to your business. & yin

M. A. Eaton:—The INsTRUCTOR
N. Y., to the town named.

R. Davis :—Your money was received the first of Oot. last,
and the monoy receipted in Rkview, which we have sent yor
sinoe then to Mt, Vernon,

is sent to Miss M. Bates,

e ————
LI & Recelpts. :
. L. Glover, L. 8, Chaffee, J. Autthouse, J. Franei: .
Whitcomb, each 81, M. Philips, (for Wm s&phe;mf;maoolsﬁ
To pa¥ Ararars oN Vor, VI,—A. Voke, 81. N

To move Orrick--M. Philips, 8. B,
M. A, Eaton, 81 P wﬂmn. each $5.
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