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i ];E{ere is the patience of the Saints ; Here are theﬁ’ that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of Jesus.”

Rev, xiv, 14,
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THE REST THAT REMAINETH,
Tuu path of the Christian
Is one fraught with danger,
-, Many sorrows are given .
. _ The pilgrim and stranger.
" ,..But the joy in the heart
. Fvéry murmur restraineth,
We know, if but faithfual,
A rest there remaineth,

"We are to be tried,
In these hours of probation,
We enter the kingdom .
“Through much tribulation,”
Though chastening may come,
To our good it pertaineth ;
’Twill be needed no more-
In the rest that remaineth.

| We are tired of trea,dindg

Earth’s pathway so dreary,
Our feet pressing onward,

With toiling are weary.
Yes, weary of toiling

Where sin and death reigneth,
And oh! how we long

For the rest that remaitreth.

3 .

But the hour draweth near -

That will end all our sadness,
And fill waiting hearts
~~ With unspeakable gladness.
Naught shall the redeémed

From the love of God sever,
Nor mar the sweet rest

That remaineth forever.

Exma H., Woorsey.
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The Sermon,

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the deadat his appearing and his kingdom

PREACH THE WORD, 2 Tim.iv, 2.

XX
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' PRESSING ON,

BY ELDER J. N. LOUGHBOROUGH.

%
Y

TEXT: ¢ .;Bre’chx"en, 1 count not .fnyse*lf to have apprehended; but
this ove Abing I 'do, forgetting those things whigh are behind, and

reachi‘ni’forth unto those'yt(hingg which are before, I press toward

%‘iﬁf’%, mf:)xl' 4t'he prize of the hx;gtg:q&lliu;’g of ‘God in Christ Jesus.”

In the above. \text, the iti}piived apostle givesus some
of hig experience in the work of ovércoming. Having
before him & view of the holiness and sacredness of his
high calling, which is to st#nd as a representative of
the religion of Jesus Christ, his effort, continually, was
to comé up to that standard of perfedtion exemplified
in the life of ;Christ, called by him hete, « the mark of
the prize.” ) '

If Paul, when writing this epistle, with all his attain-
ments, his endowment with heavenly gifts—having
< abundance of revelations’’—with his patience in the
many tribulations he was called to pass through, and
being brought to the test where his own life had been
jeopardized for the cause, so that he by experience
could say, ¢ Neither count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I might finish my course with joy,” could say,
<1 count not myself to have apprehended,”” what can
we say? What attainments have we made? What
victories have we gained? What conflicts have we
endured? Do we count our lives dear unto ourselves,
8o that it seems like death to us to make the sacrifice
God requires in his cause? What trials or tests have
we passed that can in any great degree compare with
his? '

Have any of us been looking over our experience,
our trials, our victories, with thoughts of what great
attainments we have made, and how muchk we have
overcome? God forbidit. Ratherlet us, like Paul, con-
sider the high character to be attained, and not count
ourselves to have. yet apprehended, but, like him, study
how we can move in that manner to add to the attain-
ments already made.

“Ne'er think the ;ictory won,
Nor lay thine armor down;

Thy arduous task will not be done,
Till thou obtain the crown.”

The course the apostle was pursuing, in order to at-
tain to perfection, he introduces in our text: ¢ For-
getting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press to-
ward the mark.” This, if we can learn it, is the posi-
tion we should occupy. Certain things he would for-
get; not everything in his experience, surely. Some
things there are which it is of the utmost importance
that we remember, and these very things we are liable
to forget. On the other hand, things we should for-
get and leave in the past, we lug along as a heavy bur-
den, to drag us down to ruin and death. Oh! for wis-
dom from Heaven, to discriminate a8 we should in
these matters. In looking at the subject in this dis-
course, we will look at,

1. Some of the things we should not forget. Above every
thing else, we should not forget God. Not, simply,
not forget that there is such a being, but not forget
his fatherly care. Saysthe Lord, by Isaiah: I, even
I, am he that comforteth you; who art thou, that thou
shouldest be afraid of & man that shall die, and of the
son of man which shall be made as grass; and forget-
test the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the
heaveng, and laid the foundations of the earth; and
hast feared continually every day because of the fury
of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? and
where is the fury of the oppressor?” What a reproof
on our course ; daily bending to please our fellow-men,
fearing their frown, and not having a realizing sense
that we are continually in the presence of God, that it
is “in him we live,”” on his earth we tread, under his
heavens, which he has spread forth like a curtain, that
we dwell. Itis in this sense, then, that we should re-
member God. Not simply to remember that there is
guch a being, and think of him as afar off; but let our
faith and meditations bring him nigh to us, that we
may meditate on his parental care over us, and instead
of being led to please our fellow-men, let us fear con-

tinually lest we should offend that Father of mercies
and God of all comfort. )

The prophet still further illustrates the Lord’s care:
¢ The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed,
and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his
bread should. fail. Bui I am the Lord thy God, that
divided the sea, whose waves roared. The Lord of
hosts is his name. And I have put my words in thy
mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine .
hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foun~ -
dations of the earth, and say to Zion, thou art my peo-
ple.” Isa. li, 14~16.

The latter portion of this text, planting the heavens
and laying the foundations of the earth, we under-
stand applies to the new heavens and new earth, God’s™
care extends to his people, even till he provides them
with, and plants them as hig people in, their eternal
inheritance, free from all oppressors and foes, with
none to molest or make. them afraid.

Another thing we should not forget, is the works of
God. Says David: ¢ We will not hide them from their
children, shewing to the generation to come the praises
of the Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful
works that he hath done. For he established a<testi-
mony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iscael, which
he commanded our fathers, that they should make
them known to their children ; that the generation to
come might know them, even the children which should "
be born; who should arise and declare them to their
children, that they might get their hope in God, and
not forget the wirks of God, but keep:his command-
ments ; and might not be as their fathérs, a stubborn
and rebellious generation; a generation who set not.
their heart aright, and whose spirit was not steadfast
with God,”” Ps. lxxvili, 4-8. .

It seems from thig text, and ‘we know the same in
our own experience, that to remember, and meditate
often on God’s mighty works, and dealings, and deliv-
erances of his people in the past, does have an effect
to lead us to steadfastness of purpose in the obedience
of his law. May we then never forget his mighty
works, as recapitulated in Heb. xi, and more fully de--
lineated in other portions of the sacred word.

Again, we are admonished of the importance of re-
membering the word of God. Says David: My soul"
hath consumed me, because mine enemies have forgot-
ten thy words. Thy word is very pure; therefore, thy.
gervant loveth it.”” Ps. oxix, 139-140. But what .
kind of a remembrance of -the word is acceptablé with
God, and for our good? The apostlé James sets this
matter forth in its true light, when he says: < Where-
fore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtis,
ness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving{ your ov{n
selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not.&
doex, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face
in a glasg; for he beholdeth himself, and goefh his
way, and straightway foretteth what manner of man
he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of
liberty, and continueth therein, he béing not a forget-
ful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be
blessed in his deed.” Jas. i, 21-25.

It is not merely a theoretical remembrance of the
truth of God that is req‘iii\i?i‘ie‘d;‘but such remembrance
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T us &ecordxng to our iniquities.

| he remembereth that we are dust:”

“c ereatures. ]
hind, Yy remembering his benefits toward us.

. efits,

" knoweth our frame;
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a8 will-lead ys' foipdietigs” the truth in all the walks
abd dutiag, o he we Se’e duty clearly marked

We should wof
will neven fomi

s geiz the plecepts of the Lord, «1I
y precepts; for with them thou
hast qg;gk d * And here we would say, it is not
merely & ¥emoinbufince of, and a conformity to, the let-
ter of God’s cnmn@n&iments that is required, but there
are grent principlelthat inderlie these commandments,
which must be kept in mind and carried out by us in
all the walks of life, in order that we may be indeed
of those who rerheinber God’s precepts. James says:

«Ifsyefulfill thereyal law, according to the scripture,
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do weil.”
To carry out these jrecepts, then, in a manner accep-
table with God, wé; must love God with all our hearts,
and love our neighbor a8 ourselves. In all our inter-

. courge and deal with our fellow-men, to remember the

golden rule of out Savidur, ¢« All things, whatsoever

1) ye would that'men:should do to you, do ye even so to
1, them, for this is the law and the prophets.”

| constant care and: i*emén\l‘ft\amce of Gtod’s law is indeed
1 necessary, that. we may carry out the great rule of

What a

doing right te &!l §

We are admonilsked also to remember the Lord’s ben-
In the: wtmsﬂs of that beautiful Psalm we read:
« Blgps the Loa:(i D my soul; and all that is within me
bleds his holy name, Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not.all his benefits ; who forgiveth all thine in-
iquities ; who healeth all thy diseages; who redeem-

ethéthy life frqmt destruotion ;..who crowneth thee with
- loving-kinduess' and tepder mercies; who' satisfieth
| thy-mouth with. goed things; so that thy youth is re-

newed like the emgle’s. The Lord executeth right-

" eousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. He

made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the
children of Isragl. ThevLord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, smd plenteous in mercy. He will not

er will he keep his anger forever.
Wwith us after our sing; nor rewarded
For as the heaven is
high above the. earth, so great is his mercy towards
them that fear hlm As far as the east is from the
west, 80 far hath.he removed our transgressions from
us. Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth-them that fear him. Forhe knoweth our frame;
Ps. ciii, 1-14.
Every one of us is.fed daily with the good things
of the Lord. How becoming that we should ever keep
it in our minds, and have s spirit of thankfulness for
the common bobunties and blessings of life. Has the

always chide; n

‘ Lord given us the evidénce of sins forgiven? May we

never forget his compassion toward us in this, and
hig tender love which led him to provide a Saviour
for us.

Most of my hearers have been, at different times,
deeply. afflicted with disease, brought near to death,
but God in merey-has spared us yet to live. Oh! let us
remember his “‘ki-'ndness, and improve aright the gra-
cious hours he has given us, to his glory. Many of us
can Jook upon ageidents jeopardizing our lives, where,
in God’s mercy, we escaped. He ¢redeemed ourlives
from destructi R . How becoming in us that we should
remember all Gd’s kind and merciful dealings te us.
What an effecé -hag to enkindle faith in our minds,
and a spirit of love to God in our hearts. Oh! the

’ kiﬂdness’ms,ni,lfested in the concluding words of the
. s,bove testimony::

«“Like 8s a father pitieth his chil-
dren, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he
he remembereth that we are
dust.”. How kind, how merciful, how gracious, long-
suffering, aﬁd‘,cgmpassionate ig the Lord toward his
‘Who: would not be led to love and serve
Its natu-
ral effect is to lead us tgﬂle same conclusion to which
David armved. ¢ Becalise hehath inclined his ear unto
me, therefor il I call upon him as long as I live.
What shall 1 ;geé"der unto the Lord for all his benefits
toward me ? I will take the cup of salvatien, and call
upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows unto
the Lord now. in: the presenee Qf all hig people.” Ps.
oxvi. 2, 12-14,

The Lord admonishes his people not to -forget their
own wicked works. In his testimony anciently to his
people, he said: < Speak not thou in thine heart, after
‘that the Lord thy God hath cast them out from before

-thee, saying, For my righteousness the Lord hath

brought me in {o possess this land; but for the wick-
edness of these nations the Lord doth drive them out
from before thee: Not for thy righteousness, or for
the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess
theirland ; but for the wickedness of these nations the
Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee,
and that he may perform-the word which the Lord
sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Understand, therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth
thee not this good land to possess'it for thy righteous-
ness; for thou art a stiff-necked people.

‘““Remember and forget not, how thou provokedst the
Lord thy God in the wilderness; from the day that
thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt uutil ye
came unto this place, ye have been rebellious against
the Lord. Also, in Horeb ye provoked the Lord to
wrath, 8o that the Lord was angry with you to have
destroyed you.” ¢ Furthermore, the Lord spake unto
me, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is
s stiff-necked people; let me alone, that I may destroy
them, and blot out their name from under heaven; and
I will make of thee a great nation, mightier and great-
er than they.”” ¢ Ye have been rebellious against the
Lord from the day that I knew you.” Deut. ix, 4-8,
13, 14, 24,  Again, Moses testifies of what the Lord
says of their rebellions: ¢ Because all those men which
have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in
Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now
these ten times, and have not heatkened to my voice;
surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto
their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked
me see it.”” Num. xiv, 22, 28.

Their remembrance of how they had tempted the
Lord ¢ ten times,”” would have a tendency to keep them
humble, and cause them to feel their need of the en-
lightening influence of God’s Spirit, and his continual
sustaining grace, that they might be guided aright,
and kept from falling again under the snare of the
enemy, When they felt as though they were very
good, and that it was because of their great goodness
that the Lord had given them the land, they would be
off their watch, and open to the assaults of Satan.

T have frequently thought of the case of Peter, who
was go confident he should stand by the Lord, though
all the world should deny him. How soon human
courage failed, when not sustained by divine grace.
How soon all his ill-directed zeal gave place to shame-
less fear. Satan assaults him, and zealous Peter is
immediately denying his Master with wicked oaths.
What a salutary effect it must have had on the mind of
Peter, in his experience in after life, to remember his
denial of his Lord. To call up to his mind his sudden
fall, of course would produce stinging remorse of con-
gcience for his folly; nevertheless, the remembrance of
this wicked act on his part, could be not otherwise
than salutary, especially as he realized that the Loxd
in mercy had forgiven him.

It is just as essential for us tec remember our follies
and- sins, our past wickedness, and departures from
God, our failures in standing by his cause and servants,
as it was for ancient Israel. We have need to ¢ fear,
lest there be in ug an evil heart of unhelief in depart-
ing from the living God.” Lest we think we have got
the truth, and are striving to live it out, have made
very fair attainments in the way of overcoming, and
thus fail to pui forth those persevering efforts we
should for higher attainments in the Lord’s work. T.est
we be left to say, in the language of the Laodiceans,
I am rich and increased with goods, and have need
of nothing,”” and know not that in the attainment and
development of the Christian graces we should have
made, with the holy, sanetifying truths we hold, we
are ‘wretched, and migerable, and poor, and blind,
and naked.”

A remembrance of our follies, lukewarmness, and
sins, need not cause us despair, nor destroy the evi-
dences from our minds of God’s forgiving mercy, but
lead us to improve more fully than ever upon the bless-
ings and favors the Lord shows us. Instead of con-

sidering how much better we are than thosé avound :
us, because we hiwve the light of truth, let us consider |
what great responsibilities are laid upon g by the
light we have received, to live out the truth, and set &

proper example béfore those around @s. Liet us con-

sider how much greater atfainments we h@ée«to make,
and how much farther we might be advaneced in the
Thus should
Thus we may be benefited '

work, had jt not been for our haltings.
we call to mind our sins.
by ¢« remembermg the rock whence we were hewn,
and’the hible of the pit whence we were digged.”
Peter méntiqnﬁ & matter which those forget who do
not give all diligence to add the Christian graces to
their faith, and persevere in the good work of the
Lord; ¢ Hath forgotten that he was purged from his
old sing.” 2 Pet. i, 9. Perhaps not forgotten the cir-

cumstance, a3 & matter-of-fact, that once they had the -

evidence of the forgiveness of their sins; but, exper-
imentally, they have forgotten it.

in the heayxt. They have need to plead like David;

“« Restore unto me the joys of thy salvation, uphold me

with thy free Spirit.”” .

Among other things, and not the least, we are in
danger of forgetting, is the chastening of the Lord.
< And ye have not resisted unto blood, striving against
sin. And ye have forgotten the exhortation which
speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, des-
pige not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou art rebuked of him;
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every som whom
he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth

with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the -
But if ye be without ohastise~

father chasteneth not?
ment, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons. Futhermore, we have had fathers of.our
flesh which corrected ug, and we gave them reverence;
shall we not much rather be in gubjection unto the
Father of spirits and live. For they verily for a few
days chastened us after their own pleasure ; but he for
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy-
ous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby.” Heb. xii, 4-11.

What a reproof is the above text, to those who would
seek their own ease. They have not made very earnest
efforts in resisting sin, and have thought even that it
was their duty to despise the Lord’s corrections, and
under his rebukes they have fainted. How prone are
we, pcor mortals, to grieve under the Lord’s correc-
tions, rebukes, and chastisements, and think they are
grievous to be borne; when they are the only means
the Lord can useupon us to arouse us to & sense of our
immediate danger and lack. How appropriate the
illustration of the apostie: ¢ Furthermore, we have
had fathers of our flesh which .corrected us, and we
gave them reverence ; shall we not mueh rather be in
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live.”
there is any one thing for which we can reverence our
parents and guardians, more than another, it is in
that they have patiently and perseveringly persisted in
the work of correcting us, and subduing our wills, and
teaching us the lesson of submission, even though
chastisement may have been necessary to accomplish
the work. What a help in the work of bringing the
whole mind in subjection to the will of Christ is sub-
mission in youth. A brother who is worth several
thousand dollars, told me not long since, he would
willingly give allhe had in this world had his parents
subdued him in youth, instead of leaving him to himself.
He viewed himself as having a severe battle to fight
now, to subdue his evil passions and will, which could

have been more readily done when the mind was tender,

andthe habits not yet thoroughly formed. Indeed, then,
we may reverence the fathers of our flesh who have

corrected us.
As gladly should we hail the corrections and chasten-

ings of the Lord which are sent in the time we are

forming our moral character to assist us in correcting
our evil habits, and in learning the lesson of entire
submission to him, and getting in that .position of
purity of mind and motive, that we may be ¢ partak-
ers of his holiness.” 'The chastenings of the Lord are
not tokens of his frown, although for the time being

_ They no longer taste .
the sweets of the pardoning love of God shed abroad

for whom the Lord -

If
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it might seem so: for ‘“no chastening for the present
ggemeth to be joyous, but grievous.” We donot always
zee when the chastening comes, the lesson God designs
we should learn. But when we see this, and see what
@God’s:designs are in the affliction, we ean look back
upon it as a token of God’s love and mercy in carrying
out:hig purposes and designs to save us. It is ¢ after-
ward” . that. afflictions ¢¢yield the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them who are exercised thereby.”
T—ruly,’» then, we should
¢¢ Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace.
Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.”

He says: ¢ As many ag I love I rebuke and
chasten.”” Rev. iii, 19. And ““ Whom the Lord loveth
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son -whom he
receiveth.” Heb. xii, 6. David says: < Before I
was afflicted T went astray; but now have I kept thy
word.” Again: “Itis good for me that I have been
afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes.” Ps. cxix,
67, 71> Paul admonishes us not to forget the chasten-
ings of the Lord. Not simply to remember that we
have been afflicted, but, in our afflictions, we have been
led to close §elf—examingtion of heart, to new consecra-
tion, and vows to God. Remember all connected with
the chastening, and then the chastening will be made
of everlasting benefit to us. As I have spoken to you
of some of' the things we should not forget, I will now
spedls;’ . '

IL.  Of some of the things we should forget. Those
things the apostle would have us forget, must be all
those things which would hinder us in the work of ad-
vancing in the divine life, and it is of some of these
we would speak. We will do well to ever bear
in'mind the position occupied by those ancient wor-
thies enumerated by the apostle to the Hebrews: ¢Con-
fegsedsthat'thiey were strangers and pilgrims on the

a’*rng].’ For they that say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been
mindful of " that country from whence they came
out, they mniight have had opportunity to return.
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heav-
enly ;- wherefore, God is not ashamed to be called
their God; for he hath prepared for them a ecity.”
Heb. i, 18-16. As the Israelites literally might have
left the journey and gone back to Egypt, had they
been so disposed, and had their minds filled with
Egypt; so we, that are pursuing the journey to
the heavenly country, if we would have our minds
filled with the. vain things of this world shall not only
find: ojportunity to return, but shall find cur progress

to the heavenly world greatly retarded, and ourselves,”

ere we are aware, weighed down with the weights of
the world: If we would, then, make advancement in
the heavenly journey, we must drop the world from
our affections: ¢ Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that ie'in thé world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the’eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
butiis of the world. And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will of God
abideth forever.” 1 John ii, 15-17. Then, as far as
having this world occupy any place in our affections,
or hindering us from mwaking progress in duty, we
should forget the world, and hold it in that position
Paul has represented: ¢ They that buy, as though
they possessed not; and they that use this world as
not abusing it; for the fashion of this world passeth
away.. Butl would bave you without carefulness.”
1 Cor. vii, 80-82. If we take any other position with
reference to the things of this world, than acting as
faithful stewards of that which God has given us, seek-
ing to.use our means for his glory, and for the ad-
vancement of hig cause in the earth, and to do good to
our fellow-men, we ghall, ere we are aware, find our
affections clinging to earth, and, like Demas, forsake
the cause of the Lord, ‘having loved this present
world.” 2 Tim. iv, 10.

. Of folowing the fashions, follies and pleasures of
this world, we have had enough before cspousing the
cause of the Lord, Let us now leave these things in-
deed, behind, and whatever we do, Do all to the
glory 6f God.” ‘

The admonition of the prophet Isaiah to God’s an-
cient people concerning things they should forget is
equally applicable to us: ¢ Behold, my servants shall
sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of
heart,  and ghall howl for vexation of spirit. And ye
shalllgave yourname for acurse unto my chosen; forthe
Lord God shallslay thee,and call his servants by another
namne ¢ that he who blesseth himself in the earth shall
bless ‘imselg}ix’x the God of truth; because the former
troubles areforgotten, and because they are hid from
mine ¢yes.” a. xxv, 14, 16. To be constantly call-
ing to mind our former perplexities and trials, and liv-
ing ag'it were, our lives over again, is certainly mar-

ring to tbe joy and peace whiech it is the privilege of
the truc believer to have. Instead of thus brooding
over our calamities and sufferings, how much better to
praise the Lord for his love and tender mercy to us,
and for all his benefits toward us. Thus we may, as
instructed by the prophet, ¢“Bless ourselves in the
God of truth.”

We should forget all our coldness and indifference
in the cause of the Lord by substituting in their place
activity, and that zeal which comports with the times
in which we live, and the exposed condition of perish-
ing mortals around us. By the signs of the times, and
the fulfillment of the prophetic word, we view our-
selves right on the verge of the consummation of the
Christian’s hope, and see, by faith, ruin over the heads
of a guilty world. Oh! what earnestness is demanded
on our part in living out the truth, so that we may
set proper examples for this sclemn time. What
activity should characterize every one who loves
the truth, and who has received the light of truth, in
striving with meekness to get our fellow-men Lo em-
brace the truth and get ready for the Lord’s soon eom-
ing. How have we lacked this zeal. May we indeed
forget this lack by giving full heed to the admonition of
the true Witness in being ‘‘zealous” in the work.

There has been, also, on the part of many, a fearful-
ness to launch out into the work with their «// upon
the altar, and themselves oven & living sacrifice to God.
This state of things has grown out of a lack of faith,
living faith, in the truth of God. That we as a people
have been troubled in this direction, is evident from
the admonition of the True Witness to us to < buy
gold.” Do we really believe with all our hearts, that
in a few short years the Lord is coming, that we are
then to drop earth’'s cares forever, and be ushered into
the presence of the holy angels to dwell in an immor-
tal kingdom forever ? If so, our actions will show it.
Instead of being glued in our affections to this world,
and spending all our energies to accumulate the things
of earth, our greatest object would be to secure our
own salvation, and that of our fellow mortals. Al-
though we should be ¢diligent in business,” at the
same time that business would not be allowed to so
overcharge us but that we might be ¢ fervent in spirit.”
Our labor would be with cheerfulness and holy zeal,
having God’s glory in view all the time, getting means,
not gimply for selfish ends, but to advance the cause
of truth in the earth.

Have we had this lack of faith, which has produced
fearfulness, and consequently a lack of zeal on our
part? I fear it is too true with many of us. Shall we
not arouse from this low ground? Is there not over-
whelming evidence in the signs in the heavens, in the
position of the nations of the earth, in the arousing of
God’s people for their last mighty work, in the mes-
sage to quicken our faith that the Lord’s coming is
right upon us? Then let us forget all this lack, and be
zealous, cheerful workers in this cause. But we will
notice,

III. The position the apostle presents to us of reaching
Jorth to those things which are before us. This isnot the
position of one who is seeking to have as easy a time as
possible, and shunning all the burdens he can. But
baving accomplished that which it is evident needs to
be done, he inquires, ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do.” <<Here am I, send me.” Or as expressed by
the Psalmist: ¢ Teach me thy way, O Lord, and lead
me in & plain path, because of mine enemies.”
mark the respense which is given to the Psalmist:
¢ Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord.”
Ps. xxvii, 11, 14. May our daily prayer be that of
David: «So teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” Ps. x¢, 12. 1f
we stand in this reaching-forth and pressing-forward
position, we shall be anxious to improve every means
of grace placed within our reach, and to bear every
burden it may fall to our lot to bear. Our place
will not be vacant in the prayer-meeting. Our voice
will there be heard telling of God’s goodness to us, and
exhorting others to faithfulness. But to obtain this
abundant grace of God which prepares us for the open
conflict, burden, and open reward, often~daily—must
we visit our closets and pour out our hearts before
God, imploring his help and blessing upen us.

Those who neglect and shrink from the burdens and
duties of the church; who especially consider them-
selves excused when there is to be a business meeting,
forget that God hath said, ¢*Cursed be he that doeth
the work of the Lord negligently.” These very ones
I have observed on many occasions are absent when
the saintg of God meet to celebrate the ordinances of the
Lord’s house. If Paulcould say that some were sickly,
and some slept (were dead), who attended the ordi-
nances improperly, what shall be said of those who
deprive themselves of this grace and do not attend to
it at all, These things ought not so to be. And they
will not be when the people are fully aroused to a
sense of duty to bear burdens, and be active in the
cause of God.

The apostle has well expressed the position of such
in his letter to the Hebrews: ¢ For when for the time
ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach
you again which be the first principles of the oracles

And.

of God; and are become such as have need of milk;
and not of strong meat, For every one that useth
milk is unskillful in the weord of righteousness; for
he is a babe. But strong meat belongeth-todhem that
are of full age, even those whe by reason o;
their senses exercised to- discern both -good and evil.”
Heb. v, 12-14. These inactive ones, instead of cher-
ishing the spirit of reproof in the church, are the first
to take offense at the plain testimony, and find faulf
with those, who, with a heavy burden of the work
upon them are striving with all their power to advance
the cause of truth. But the admonition of Paul in our
text ig to be continually reaching forward for higher
attainments. If we thus live, we shall find a growth
in all the Christian graces, and our power of endur- ~
ance amidst trials and afflictions becoming greater
and greater all the time. Then may we have the gifts
of God’s Spirit so manifest among us, ““that we hence-
forth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and car-’
ried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunuing craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ.” Eph. iv, 14, 15.

The Christian warfare and work of overcoming is a
growth. Although this growth is to continne while
our probation lasts, and we are never to give over the
struggle for higher attainments until our warfare. is
ended, yet the work is of that character that we may
note progress. But because we see that we have
gained some victories, and laid aside some of our
idols, we can only thank God for the grace hitherto
given, and implore his help for the work of accom-
plishing still greater conquests. Complete victory is
what we must have. ¢ Wherefore, come ount from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” 2 Cox. vi,
17, 18. What a precious promise! What encourage-
ment to persevere in secking complete victory. *“Sons_
and daughters of the Lord Almighty.” No wonder
the apostle sayg in the first words of the next chapter,
«Having these Promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”. The prospect
of being really ¢sons and daughters of the Lord Al-
mighty,’”” is truly an object worthy of the pursuit of
mortals. Sons of Him who rules the whole universe of
angelic, and all ereated intelligences; who sits in the
Heaven of heavens; whose kingdom ruleth over all;
of whose ‘“understanding,” it is *infinite;”’ we can
have joint heirship with his Son Jesus, to-all.the
glories of the better world. Oh! glorious hope. Oh?r
blessed thought. Oh! enhancing glories and cheering
prospect before the faithful. This prize is one thing
that is before us. !
perfect overcoming, and entire submission to the will
of God, is also before us. Can we, will we not press
to this mark that we may obtain the rich prize. And
the best of-all is, we have but little lougexj;\t%{“ight.

¢ The battle’s almost o’er,
The race is nearly run.” -

The conflict before us is sharp, but it is a short one.
Can you, will you, endure it? Are you up and arming
for the conflict? Are you placing yourself, by reform,
and by conformity to all God’s will, by cleansing the
vessel from all sin and pollution,in that position that
you may share in the holy refreshing soon to be given
to the saints? QOr, are you resting on your lees, in
inactivity, waiting for the refreshing to arouse you?
Sleep not here, my brother, sister, with such a delu-
sive hope as that, for it is those who are up and active,
who are .agking of the Lord rain in the time of the
latter rain, to whom he promises to come down in
showers of blessings. DBe entreated to arouse to ac-
tivity here, or your sleep will be aroused, alag! too
late, by the thunders of the great-day of God.

In all our forgettings, may we remember where we
are, on the borders of Paradise—an opening Heaven
almost in view. Victory, sweet victory, full and coro-
plete, so soon to be given. Then let us, as the meg-
sage of the third angel is forgetting its feebleness, and
rising to strength and power, reach forth unto those
things which are before. Let us throw our -every
power of body and mind into the work of God, and
soon, indeed, will we have forgotten our feebleness,
our lukewarmness, our fearfulness, our lack of faith,
and, as the poet expresses it :

«On faith’s strong eagle-pinions rise,
And force your pagsage to the skies,
Strong in the strength of God.”

May this be our course, and we share with the
victors at last. Amen.

Propuroy.—Is history anticipated and contracted;
history is prophecy accomplishediand dilated. Lying
oracles have been in the world; but all the wit and
malice of men and devils cannot produce any such
propheaies as are recorded in Scripture.—Bp. 7. New-
ton.

The mark of the prize, which is |
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Tell me ﬁhgméniug of Scriptures. One gem from that ocean is
worth all theﬁ;pa,hbles of earthly streams.—M’ Cheyne.

ek

" PARAPHRASE OF P8, VIL

O Lozp, my God, I put my trust in thee,
From all my persecutors save thou me;
And from my cruel foe thy servant save,
Nor let Bim in his wrath against me rave,
Lest whileé there’s none to help, nor pity lend,
My soul’in pieges he shall fiercely rend.
O Lord, my God, if I in guilt abound,
If in iny hands iniquity be found,
If I 'have dealt untrue, or malice showed,
Or evil paid, where good should be bestowed,
(Yea, him,—mine énemy without a cause,—
1 saved,-unhurt, from death’s relentless jaws. )
Let thouthe efiemy my soul annoy
‘And pergecute; or capture and destroy;
Yes, let:him tread my very life away,
And in the dust my name and honor lay.

O Liogd, lift up thyself,—in anger rise,—
For; Yo | my foes, enraged, all good despise.
Awake for me, and vindicate my cause,—

In Julginent act, for righteous are thy laws;
So shall’the people compass thee with praise,
Therefore, on high for them thy standard raise.
According to my righteousness, O Lord,—
And asthou wouldst integrity reward,—
So juag"é thou’ me,~-scan all my ways and bless,
" For thou shalt judge all men in righteousness.
O let the doings of the wicked cease,
But stablish thou the just in paths of peace;
“For Godi—the righteous God—doth try the hearts,
The pagsions try, and all the inward parts.

The Lord is my defense,~—in him I trust;
"He saveth all the good, upright, and just.

The righteous he doth judge, and guide their way,
. But wit}

1 £hé wicked Ho is wroth each day ;
e Lovd hath berthis bow in anger hot,
And quick hig swotd will whet if he turn not.
For Kim he algo hath prepared and made
- His instruments of death of every grade;
His arrows hé ordaineth at his will,
’Grajnst‘those who persecute, to wound snd kill;
He travaileth with iniguity and sin,
And only misthief hath conceived within;
And lo! he bringeth forth, the eyes to greet,
< A sickdning brood of falsehoods and deceit.
=To¥catch the just he-sets a treacherous gin,
A pit lie digs; and falls himself therein.
_Thus ofi-his head return his dealings all,
" His misehief thus on his own pate shall fall.
But I will praise the Lord,—his name will bless,
This:de according to his righteousness;
And praises will I sing unto the Lord,—
. Hie narhe most high in grateful notes accord.

- J. M. A.
=

“ Report of the Battle Creek Bible Class. <

v . MARK X1V, 22-42,

THE INSTITUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER.

VERSE 22, And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and
brake it, and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body.

Ques. Who are the persons here referred to, and
what is megint by they did eat?”

Ans. Christ and his twelve apostles were the per-
song, aud they were eating the passover. After they
had parhgk;en of the passover in a formal manner, in
obedience to the requirements of the law, our Saviour
instituted what we now call the Lord’s supper.

Q. Why was this a fitting occasion for itg institu-
tion ?

A. This was the last legal occurrence of the feast,
as the type had reached its antitype. The true pass-
over, Chrigt himself, was about to be sacrificed for the
ging of the world. The types and shadows were to

- cease, and henceforth, the institutions of the gospel

were to be-memorials.

Q. How frequently should the Lord’s supper be
observed ?

A. Some have taken the ground that its observance
shpu\l&‘ be annual, taking the place of the passover, and
béing ce}ebrated on the anniversary of that feast. It
appears, hkpwever, that this was not the custom of the
apostles, nor are we anywhere commanded so to ob-
gerve it. It sholild not be too seldom celebrated, nor
80 frequently as t0 Mi#e it too common, and it thereby
lose its i_mapressiﬁeﬁ'ess% 5

Q. What does the bread represent ?

A. The body of Christ, broken for our transgress-
ions. T

@. Was this illustration ever used before this time?

4. Yes; John vi, 85: < And Jesus said unto
them, I am the bread of life.”

@. To what does the expression ¢ blessed” apply ?

Here followed quite an extended and interesting dis-
cussion as to whether the term applied to the bread, or
to God. Some contended that he blessed the bread,
others that the term signified, as stated in the parallel
texts, and in Paul’s account in L Cor. xi, 24, that he
¢ gave thanks,” which would indicate that he blessed
God by thanksgiving. This question was finally laid
over until the next Sabbath for further consideration.

@. What does the breaking of the bread signify?

A. The breaking of the body of Christ. Although
not a bone of him was broken—thug fulfilling the type
of the paschal lamb, which was not to have abone bro-
ken—yet his flesh was broken and bruised, for our in-
iquities.

@. What prophecy was fulfilled in this?

A. Isa, liii, 5, 10: ¢ He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities. . . It
pleased the Lord to bruise him.”

@. What is signified by the expression, ‘Take,
eat; this is my body” ?’

A. When we eat of the bread, we are to remember
the body of Christ, which was offered for us, and ap-
ply it to our own individual cases.

Q. Is this figure used elsewhere in Seripture ?

A. Yes; John vi, 54-56: ¢ Whoso eateth my flegh,
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will
raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat in-
deed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwellethin me, and I
in him,

@. What is the meaning of the expression, ¢ this
is my body 7 ¢

A. This represents my body. The Roman Catholic
theory of transubstantiation is, that the bread and wine
become converted into the literal body and blood of
Christ, by a miracle, at each celebration of the Lord’s
supper, and is founded on the expressions, this /s my
body, and this 4s my blood. But similar expressions
are of frequent occurrence in the Scriptures, as in
Christ’s parables, the Revelation, &c.: ¢ The reapers
are the angels,” &c., meaning represent the angels;
¢The good seed ¢sthe word,” &c., ¢The seven candles
are the seven churches,” &c., meaning in every case,
tegtand for’”’ or ‘“represent.”

The fact that the Roman Catholics themgelves do not
fully believe the theory, was illustrated by an anec-
dote :

A Catholic priest was endeavoring to convince a
Protestant of the truthfulness of the theory of transub-
stantiation, when the latter subjected his doctrine to the
following test: Having, unbeknown to the priest,
caused a quantity of arsenic to beincorporated into the
wafers used in communion, before they were placed in
his hands, he waited until the ceremony had been
said which was supposed to work the miraculous
change, and then asked him if that was now the literal
body of Christ. ¢ Yes,” was the reply. < Well,” said
the Protestant, ¢before the change was wrought, it
contained a quantity of arsenic, but of course it con-
tains none now, and must be harmless.” This revela-
tion prevented the priest from eating it, notwithstand-
ing his hoasted confidence in the theory.

VersE 23. And he took the cup, and when he had given thanks he
gave it to them: and they all drank of it.

@. What does the wine represent ?

A. The blood of Christ. In the former dispensa-
tion this was represented by the actual, literal blood
of the sacrifices that were slain in the typical service,
but in this memorial wine is used.

@. What cup was used on this oceasion ?

A. Probably the cup used in the feast of the
passover, called the ‘‘grace cup,” or ¢ cup of bless-
ing.” ’

@. What kind of bread was used on this occasion ?

A. Unleavened, as no leaven was allowed in all
their houses during the feast of the passover. Some
have argued from this, that only unleavened bread
should be used in the Lord’s supper, as the process of
leavening is really a process of decay and putrefac-

tion, and therefore this kind of bread would not be ap-
propriate as a symbol of the body of Christ. Nothing,
however, is commanded in the Bible, in regard to it.

@. Was Judas among the number ?

4. TFrom the account of the passover, given by
John, we are led to infer that he was not; John xiii,
89: «“Hethenhavingreceived the sop went immediately
out: and it wag night.”” If Judas went out immedi-
ately upon receiving the sop, he could not have par-
ticipated in the events which transpired after the

passover.

VERSE 24. And he said unto them, This ig my blood of the new
testamont, which is shed for many.

@. What is meant by the blood of the new testa-
ment.

4. The blood of Christ which was shed to ratify
the new covenant or testament. Paul says in Heb. ix,
16, 17: ¢¢For where a testament is, there must also of
necessity be the death of the testator. For a testa-
ment is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of
no strength at all while the testator liveth,”

@. How was the old testament or covenant con-
firmed ? . :

A. By typical blood. Heb. ix, 18-20: * Whereupon
neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.
For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the
people according to the law, he took the blood of calves
and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop,
and sprinkled both the book and all the people. Say-
ing, Thisisthe blood of the testament which God hath
enjoined unto you.”

Q. What is meant by ¢shed for many.”

A. Shed for all the world. This does not save all,
however, for some do not avail themselves of the
merits of Christ’s blood, even although it is shed for
them,

@. In this respect how does the new covenant differ
from the old?

4. The blood of the former dispensation was shed
only for the Jews, while that of the new is shed for
all. The Jews only were God’s chosen people then,
but now the middle wall of partition is broken down,
that the Gentiles may be admitted to partake of the
plan of salvation.

Verse 25. Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the
fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the kingdom
of God. .

@. What is meant by ¢“that day.”

A. The time when he will drink newly-rade wine
at the marriage supper of the Lamb, in"the New Jeru-
salem, the metropolis of the kingdom of God.

VERSE 26. And when thoy had sung an hymn, they went out into
the mount of Olives, -

Q. Why did they go out?

A. They were ocoupying the guest chamber of a
friend, only for the purpose of eating the passover,
and had no further claim upon his hospitality. And
probably Jesus did not wish to implicate him by being
in his house when he should be taken prisoner.

VErsE 27. And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended
because of me this night : for it is written, I will smite the shepherd,
and the sheep shall bes scattered.

Q. What is meant by the word ¢ offended ?”

A. Shall be caused to offend, in that they would
forsake their Lord in his time of distress and affliction:
Q. Where is the prophecy here quoted written ?

A. Zech, xiii, 7: ¢ Awake, O sword, against my
Shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith
the Lord of hosts; smite the Shepherd and the sheep
shall be scattered; and I will turn mine hand upen
the little ones.

@. What does it signify?

A. Christ, the Shepherd, was to be smitten, and
the sheep, his disciples, were scattered in their fright
and unbelief.

VERSE 28. But after that I am risen, I will go before you into
Galilee.

. What is meant by this promise ?
4. That he would again gather the affrighted sheep
after his resurrection, before ascending to his Father.

VersEs 29-31.  But Peter said unto him, Although all shall be of-
fended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice,
thou shalt deny me thrice. But he epake the more vehemently, If
1 should dic with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise, Likewise
also said they all.

Remark. Many, like Peter, are ready to protest
their willingness to suffer affliction and sorrow on ac-
count of their faith, but, like him, perhaps would de-
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ny their Master when brought to-the test. We should
be careful and examine our hearts to see whether we
are really willing to snffer for Jesus, that we may
reign with him in his kingdom.

Vegrsk 52, And'they cams to a place which was named Gethsem-
ane; and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.

@. ~ What is the meaning of the word Gethsemane?

A. Olive mill; probably so named from the fact
that Gethsemane was a garden of Olives. It was lo-
ated at the foot of the mount of Olives.

VergEs 83, 834. And he taketh with him Peter and James and
John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy ; and saith
unto theém, My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death; tarry ye
here, and watch.

Remark. 1f the sonl of Christ was sorrowful nnto
death, it must have been because his sonl could die.

The popular dogma that only the body of Christ died

|- is disproved- by this, and by other expressions in the

Bible.
make his soul an offering for sin,” &ec.

«He hath ponred out his soul nnto death.”

VERSES 3D, 36, And he went forward a little, and fell on the
ground,.and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
feom him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto
thees take away this cup from me; nevertheless not what I will,
but what thou wilt.

Q. Was this prayer answered ?

4. Bome have supposed that Christ prayed to be
savéd from the death of the cross. DBut it seems this
wag not the'case. When his soul was sorrowful nnto
death it was becanse he felt the weight of the sins of
the ?" 1d upon him with sneh crnshing force that he
ed he should not be able to endure the load, but
wonld fail nnder it. That the burden of his prayer
wag for relief from this is evident from the fact that
his prayer was answered, which conld not have been
the cage had be prayed for deliverance from the death
of the'eross. Heb. v, 7: <« Who in the days of his fiesh,
when ‘he had offered np prayers and supplications,
witli strong erying and tears nnto him that was able
to sdve him from death and was heard in that he feared.”

Q. “What is the meaning of « Abba?”’

A7, The word literally means father. Probably
nsed 4 this cage as an expression of endearment.

VERses 37, 38, And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and
saith ugito Peter, Simon, steepest thou? couldest not thon watch one
hour? "Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The
spiri$ truly is ready, but the flesh is weak.

Q. - Why did he address Peter?

A. -Becanse he had made snch lond professions of
fide}i s',rand“ha,d been so vehement in declaring his al-
logiance to Christ. It was as mneh as to say to him,
s After all yonr boasting, could yon not watch a sin-
gle hour ?”

Versks 39-42. And again he went away, and prayed, and spake
the same words. And when he returned, he found thcem asleep
agein (for their eyes were hem&y), neither wist they what to answer
him; And he cometh the thivd time. and saith unto them, Sleep on
now, and take your rest; it is enough, the hour is come ; behold the
Son of 1han is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise up, let us
g0'; 1o, he that betrayeth me is at hand.

©. . What was the occasion of the heaviness of the
disciples ? '

A. - 1t was already in the night, and perhaps they
were overwhelmed with sorrow ag they begun to realize
the fact that Christ was about to be taken from them,
and in a certain sense stupefied by the intensity of
their grief.

Remark. Christ was aware of the fact that he was
betrayed into the bands of his enemies, and volnnta-
rily placed himself in a position to be taken by them,
in erder that he might be offered np for the sins of the
world; He might have escaped his fate if he chose,
but. his love for sinners led him to give his life for
them, and peaceably yield himself into the hands of
his enemies.

Several questions were introdnced for the considera-
tion of the class, bnt the discussion of them wasg
deferred nntil the next Sabbath, and will be dnly
reported throngh the Review. w. ¢. G

As in Isa. lii, 10, it declares, ¢ Thon shalt
Verge 12:

Seriptnre Notes. °

NECESSITY OF A SABBATH.,

Ex. xx, 8: “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.”

Take this day from the calendar of the Christian,
and a]}l that remains will be clondy and cheerless. Re-
ligi@)n‘will instantly decay. Ignorance, error and vice
will finmediately trinmph ; the sense of dnty vanish
m,ogalf_é fade.away; the acknowledgment and even the
rediemhrance of Gtod be far removed from mankind;
the gfla,d tidings of salvation cease to sound; and the

commnnication between Heaven and earth be cut off
for ever.—~Dwight.

EXCELLENCY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

P, xix, 7: “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the souls”

““These ten commands are from my God; and why
should I be backward to vow my obedience to his laws!
Are they any thing else but a method of living well
and wisely, free from fears and injury? Do they not
teach me to conduct myself so, that I may win
the favor of God and good men, and be safe in the
best, and happy in the worst condition? Can I wish
greater felicity than to be [reverential and spiritnally
minded,] meek and patient, grateful and contented,
temperate and industrious, just and bountiful, to con-
verse with God, rejoice with angels, to imitate the
saints, follow and trust in the blessed Jesus, and to
seek everlasting  joy ? Doth God require any thing
impossible, unjust, or unreasonable? Am I to hind
myself to any more than that which my jndgmerit and
my conscience tell me is fit and expedient for me to do,
although it had never been commanded? Is it any
more than that which all the wisest and best men, the
friends of God, and favorites of heaven, have done with
the greatest delight—and which, therefore, is only the
proof of a generons and noble spirit? Is not my God
the best of all Masters; who coversthe infirmities, and
strengthens the weaknesses of his servants? Can I
fail to please Him who excites the desire, and enables
for the performance; who makes the way familiar and
easy, pleasant and inviting, and yet, where there is a
hearty endeavor, doth make many abatements, and
accept the will for the deed; who begins his assist-
ances early, and continnes them till He hath perfected
this excellent work ? Shall I not be rewarded witha
glorions crown in Heaven, for being so wise as to
choose to be happy on earth ?”’-—Comber.

" MATTHEW HALE AND THE VENISON.

Ex. xxiii, 8: *“ And thou shalt take no gift; for the gift blindeth
the wise, and perverteth the words of the righteous.”

Such is hnman nature, that a gift tends exceedingly
to blind the nnderstanding of the most sagacious, and
to pervert the words or decisions, even of those who
were otherwise righteous. It is recorded of Sir Mat-
thew Hale, that npon his cirenit as a judge, he refused
to try the cause of a gentleman, who had sent him the
cngtomary present of venison, nntil he had paid for
it ; for he well nnderstood the spirit of these excellent
laws.—Seott.

v HORNETS.

Verse 28: “ And I will send hornets before thee, which shall drive
out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Iittite, from before thee.”

I will send hornets before thee. ‘Repeated, Dent. vii,
20; we read of its fulfilment, [so Bochart, &c.] Josh.
xxiv, 12. These were a large, very strong and bold
species of wasp; and their sting was terrible. Elian
says, that the Phaselians (a people descended from the
Canaanites,) were forced to leave their habitations hy
wasps; and many similar instances may be found in
Buorder and Taylor.— Williams. ¢That this is not a
metaphor for fear and [pungent, stinging] tewror, is
proved by fear being mentioned in xxiii, 27." Rosenm.
in Burder. No account indeed is fonnd, in the snbse-
quent history, of hornets assaniting the armies which
fought against Israel; but Joshua attests the fnlfill-
ment of the promise, in respect to the two kings of the
Amorites, in a manner which proves that it was well
known by all the people. (Josh. xxiv, 12.) 1t may
be inferred, from the texts cited in the margin, that
the hornets attacked the devoted nations, either before
they engaged in battle, thns weakening and dismay-
ing them, or after they were put to flight, and attempt-
ing to hide themselves in caverns or desolate places,
to consnme the remains of them, or drive them ont of
the land. And this may acconnt for the silence of the
history on the snbject. Probably the three tribes here
mentioned, were more dreadfnlly harrassed by the
hornets than the rest were.—Scoit.

EarngsT Curisrians.—The best dates are said to be
gathered when the tree has reached a hundred years.
So with eminent Christians: the older the better; the
the older the more beantiful; nay the older the more
nseful; and, different from worldlings, the older the
happier.

DELAY NOT. e

Ix looking over the past Advent movement, wé ¢an
see the hand of the Lord leading his peopld. He has
ever been mindful of them, warning them of dangers,
and pointing out a way of escape for all who would
listen to and heed his commands. Light has been
steadily increasing, and there have ever been a few
zealous ones, who were ready to embrace it, and move
forward in the work of the Lord. Regardless of
opposing influences, they have ever stood in defense
of the trnth. Their trnst has beep in the Lord, and
he has blessed them abundantly. And still he leads
them on. The light of the third angel’'s message is
now shining upon our pathway. §
paring a people for his coming, who will be fonnd
keeping all the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesns. Such will have right to the tree of life.” But
they are to be porified by obeying the trnth. The
servants of the Lord are now proclaiming the lagt
message of mercy to the world; and soon will it go
with a lond voice. God’s people are being fitted and
prepared to stand the trying scemes which are bnt
just in the future, and to reign with Jesus in his king-
dom.

Are there any who read these lines, who have re-
ceived the light of present truth, bnt are neglecting to
move forward, fearing the cross, and putting far away
the evil day? Let me éntreat yon to delay no longer.
Haste, oh! haste to secure your souls salvation, ere it
shall be to late. Fear not the oross.
wholly and wunreservedly to the Lord, and in his
strength yon can go forward. Do yon feel that the
sacrifice is too great? Think of the great saerifice
that has been made for us. Behold Jesns, yielding his
life to save poor, fallen man. ¢ Who for the joy that
was set before him, endnred the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” Are there any who profess tobe followers.of
Jesus, bnt arve still remaining in a lukewarm state,
donbting and neglecting to comply with the regqnire-
ments of the Lord, or failing to heed the testimonies
which he has so gracionsly given to his people? Be
entreated to aronse yourselves from yonr. slnmbers.
Be in earnest. The work is onward. Male no delay.
Now while Jesns isknocking at the door of yonr heart,
bar it not against him, but admit him as a welcome
gnest. Retnrn nnto me, and I will retnrn unto yon,
saith the Lord of hosts. ‘

Do trials press heavily, and dangers thickgn. aronnd
yon? The grace of the Lord is sufficient’ -In his
strength yon can be victorions. ¢ For we have notan
high priest which cannot be tonched with the feeling
of onr infirmities, bnt was in all points tempted like
a3 we are, yet withont sin.”” There are great and
precious promises for the hnmble, obedient child of
God. ; :

Dear reader, Jesns invites you to come to him.
Come now, while merey lingers. Delay not. ¢ Nowis
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation,” Oh!
may onr hearts be filled” with the love of God, we be
more devoted to his cause, overcome every sin, and
endnre to the end, that we may receive a erown of glory
reserved in Heaven for the faithful. Let none he dis-
conraged. The trials of life will soon be over. TLook
up! Liftnp your heads, for redemption is near. Yes,
we are nearing home. Oh! blessed hope!

< Almost to the beantiful land!

Shall we lose courage then ? Never !
Lift up the faltering hand,

Strengthen the feeble endeavor.
Only a few more mornings

Allotted to laboring here,
Only a few more warnings

To fall on the sinners ear.
Only a few more conflicts

To wage in the strnggle of life,

Then the sweet victory cometh,
That endeth the toilsome strife.”

H. F. Davig.
Woodstock, Me. .

RELIGIOUS DREAMS.—A man applied to the Rev.
Rowland Hill for admission to hig chnrch, and began
to give an acconnt of his expérience by relating =
dream. ¢ We will tell yon,” said Mr, Hill, “what we
think of your dream, after we see how yon go on when
yon are awake.”

The Lord is now pre~

Give yonrself
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#*BEHOLD, HE COMETH)

Lo! we lift our heads with gladness, and cheer our
hesrts with song,
For the triumph and the glory shall dawn on us ere

. long.
In faith :% cry, Come quickly, Lord, and claim us for
_ thire own,
And where on earth thy cross did stand, oh! come
' and fix thy throne.

And though the strife grows keener still, and foes in-
creage in strength,

Lo! the day of our redemption is drawing nigh at
length,

With loving expectation each waiting heart is stirred,

And the joyful ery, «He cometh!” “shall soon by all
be heard.

Awake, awake! the night is spent, the day is dawn-
ing fast,
For the clouds on the horizon are breaking up at last.
Now the night winds, sad and mournful, have slowly
: died away,
And our joyous songs are greeting the coming of the

day.

Awake, awake! lift up your heads, redemption draw-
eth nigh!
Lo! the tokens of the coming day are spreading in the

sky,
The' Sun of r1ghteousness ghall rige with healing in
* his wings;
And unto every watching heart, he sweet deliverance
brings.

Awa,ke, aw;»ke' the promises are now to be fulfilled,

And in ho Iye s glad fruition shall each rising doubt be
atil

Nowighall ‘our dim eyes brighten, so long clouded by
our:tears; '

For -he who maketh all things new, our Lord and
Christ, appears. —Rainbow,

e

'.er}: IN DAN. IX, 25. 7

/ EERUSALEM at this time lay in ruins, and Daniel was

among the Jewish captives at Babylon. This was
about 538 B. ¢. About the year 610 B. c. may be said
to hn,ve ended the Jewish independence. The Jews
then became subject to the king of Egypt, at the death
of their good king Josiah, in battle. About the year
605,~howev,er, the Babylonian empire, having gained
universi@sway, its king overpowered the king of
Egypt, thus making the Jews tributary to the kingdom
of Babylon.

The Jewish kings whom Nebuchadnezzar placed
upon the throne all proved rebellious to him, and re-
fused to pay tribute; and also did wickedly in the
sight of the Lord. After suffering and dethroning the
rebellious kings, Jehoachim and Jehoachin, he came up
in the ninth year of the wicked king Jedekiah and
laid siege to the city, and after two years he took it,
in copsequence of famine, and put to the sword, with-
out distinction of age or sex, a large part of the in-
habitants. 2 Chron. xxxvi. It was about this time,
or dﬁrmg thig siege, that this wicked king cast the
prophet Jeremiah into the dungeon for prophesying
the calamities which the Lord would bring upon them.

Daniel liad learned from searching the Scrlptures
that God would restore the city after seventy years.
Dan. ix, 2. And while he was earnestly pleading that
God would fulfill his word in this respect, the angel
Gabriel came to instruct him in regard to his vision of
fhe previous chapter, and to assure him that God had
heard his prayer. His mind seems to have been all
engrossed with the seventy years’ captivity, and he
did not understand the time (2800 days) in the vision
of the 8th chapter, although Gabriel had explained
all of the rest-of the vision to him; and now, in chap-
@%i&, while Daniel is praying, the angel Gabriel
optpe to finish his explanation to him. As we listen
to the explanation of this heavenly messenger, let us
bear in mind that these prophetic days are symbols of
literal years. See Num. xiv, 34; Eze. iv, 6.

In commencmg fo explain the 2300 days of Dan.
viii, 14, the-angel tells him that seventy weeks are cut

off upon, or allotted to, the Jewish people (at the end

of which time the apostles would turn to the Gentiles).
Now, if we carefully listen to Gabriel’s explanation,
he will tell us when these seventy weeks commence,
which is also the commencement of the 2800 days:

“Know therefore, and understand, that from the going

Jorth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusa-

lermn unto Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and
three-score and two weeks.” Now, we want the time
of the going forth of this commandment. Jeremiah
tells ug in his prophecy that the Lord would accom-
plish this desolation of Jerusalem in seventy years.
Jer. xxiv, 11, 12; xxix, 10. This prophecy was given
about 606 B. c. The Lord said of king Cyrus, through
Isaiah, about 712 B. ¢. (over 100 years before his
birth): ¢ He is my Shepherd, and shall perform all my
pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be
built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be
laid.” Tsa. xliv, 28; xlv, 13. ¢ Know therefore, and
understand, that from the going forth of the command-
ment to restore and to duild Jerusalem unto Messiah
the Prince shall be seven weeks, and three-score and
two weeks.”

In this language we are told that the going forth of
this commandment is to mark the commencement of
the seventy weeks, as also the 2300 days. This com-
mandment does not go foréh until the close of the sev-
enty years’ captivity. Jerusalem lay desolate during
this period. Now as Gabriel came to explain to Dan-
iel the vision concerning the 2300 days, he proceeds to
inform him that seventy weeks, or 490 years, of the
2300 days ave allotted to the Jews and Jerusalem:
See Dan. ix,24. ¢ Seventy weeks are determined,” lit-
erally, cut off. * Therefore the seventy weeks are a
part of the 2300 days, and cut off from that time.
Hence, the commencement of the seventy weeks is the
commencement of the 2300 days also.

In verse 25, he says that from the going forth of this
commandment unto Messiah [or the commencement of
Christ’s ministry] shall be sixty-nine of the seventy
weeks, or 483 years. The 27th verse contains an ex-
planation of what is to oceur in the last of the seventy
weeks: ‘“And he [Christ] shall confirm the covenant
with many for one week.” It was just seven years, or
one week, from the commencement of our Saviour’s
ministry till the Jewish Sanhedrim formally rejected
the gospel, and the apostles turned to the Gentiles.
His ministry commenced in A. ». 27, when he was
baptized and went forth preaching, saying, ¢ The time
[sixty-nine weeks of Dan. ix, 257 is fulfilled.” e
preached to the lost sheep of Israel 3} years, when,
in the midst of the week, [A. p. 317 by the great sac-
rifice of his own precious life, he caused the sacri-
fice and oblation to cease. Verse 27. His disciples
then finighed the one week by preaching to the Jews
3} years more, bringing us to the end of the geventy
weeks, in A. p. 84. Thus, we have several different
ways of ascertaining the commencement of the seventy
weeks and 2300 days :

1. By searching the prophets and finding the time
when this commandment went forth. Dan. ix, 25.

2. By finding the event o transpire at the end of
the sixty-nine weeks (483 years), then taking the ac-
knowledged date of said event (verse 26), and reckon-
ing back, and

3. By taking the events to transpire at the end of
the geventy wecks, ending with the ¢ one week’” of
werse 27, comparing them with secular history and
gotting the dates, and then reckoning them back.

First, then, we hear Ezra saying that the Jews
builded and prospered, according to the commandment
of the God of Israel, and according to the command-
ment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of
Persia. Ez. vi, 14. So, then, we gee that it is the
joint commandment of these three kings, with God as
the prime mover and instigator, to which the angel re-
fers Daniel. We find the Lord speaking through
Isaiah long before Cyrus was born, to this same effect,
that he would raise him up to perform all hig pleas-
ure. Isa. xlv, 28. When the time comes, we find the
king Cyrus raised up and proceeding to perform the
very work allotted to him by the Lord, of setting the
Jews free. We find about the year 586 8. ¢. that Cy-

-*The word rendered determined, in Dan. ix, 24, is chathak, and oc-
curs nowhbere clse in the Bible. Gesenius, in his Lexicon, defines
it thus: “Properly, fo cut off ; tropically, to divide, and so to deter-
mine, to decrce.”

rus was actuully klng of Persm, and, the Lord stirring
up his spirit, he made proclamation which laid the
foundation for this great commandment. Ez. i, 1. He
did not issue the commandment, but, in the hands of
God, he performed an important part, and now, if we
diligently search the records, we shall find when it
went forth. Sixteen years after this, Darius, another
Persian king, took up this decree of Cyrus, and en-
larged it and clothed it with more power. He did not
commence it, nor finigh.it, but enlarged it. He also
performed his mission. Ez. vi. Some sixty-three
years after this, Artaxerxes, another Persian king,
took up the decree and completed it. He filled out
and completed this great commandment, clothed Ezra
the seribe with ample power to restore and duild Je-
rusalem, and to restore the law of God in the city.
1t went forth in its complete form when Ezra, under its
ample power, began to enforce the law of God with all
itg strictness in Jerusalem. This must have taken place
some time between the fifth and ninth months of the
year 457 B. ¢.; for we learn from Kz. vii, 9, that on
the first day of the fifth month he arrived at Jerusa-
lem, and in the ninth month we read of his exercising
the authority which bad been granted unto him over
the people of the land. Tz x, 9. Probably the sol-
emn occasion of the tenth day of the seventh month
(the day of atonement), was reserved for the sending
forth of the commandment in its complete form.
It was just far enough ahead, from the time of his
arrival at Jerusalem, to give Bzra time to acquaint

himself with the people and make proper selections

of men to assist him in the great work. We now have
the starting-point of the seventy weeks and 2300 days,
from this prophecy.

Then again we read of the Saviour’s being bap-
tized, going forth to preach, and declaring the time to
be fulfilled, at the end of the sixty-nine weeks, or 483
years. This took place in A. p. 27, just 488 years
from the time that this commandment went forth, so
we conclude it iz the event prophesied of in Dan. ix,
24. Tt says in the following verse that, after this, the
Messiah shall be cut off.

Again, in the midst of the last weék of the seventy,
or in the year A. p. 81, we find that the very event
transpired that is clearly prophesied of in Dan. ix, 26,
-—the Messiah being cut off. Our Saviour was act-
ually crucified at that time. It being 4861 years,
from the going forth of the commandment, we reckon
right back and we find it brings us to 457 . c.

Again, we look to the events that transpired at the
end of the seventy weeks, or 490 years, from B. ¢.
457, and we sec that the Jewish nation actually and
formally rejected the gospel of Chrigt, and the apostles
then turned to the Gentiles, thus fulfilling the proph-
ecy, ¢‘Soventy weeks are determined upon thy peo-
ple, and upon thy holy city,” the remainder of the §
2800 days being allotted to the Gentiles. Oh! how §&
important that Daniel should understand this matter,
as he most unquestionably did.

We have now found that the 2800 days commenced §
in the fall, B. ¢. 457. Seventy weeks, or 490 years

being allotted to the Jewish people, bring us down ff

to the fall of A. ». 34, when the Jews in. fulfil. §f
ment of prophecy rejected the gospel of Christ. We
now deduct the 490 years which were allotted to the
Jéws from the 2300, and it leaves 1810 years, in which
the gospel was to be preached to the Gentiles of every
nation. This brings us down to the 16th day of the
seventh month, a. . 1844, at which time we believe
Christ our great High Driest entered upon his minig.
try in the Most Holy place, in the sanctuary in Heaven,
and commenced the work of ¢ cleanging’ it, or mak-
ing atonement for his people. Seé Prophecy of Dan-
iel and Sanctuary, for sale at the Review Office.

This was compiled and prepared for Bible-Class use,
and we now lay it before the readers of the Review,
hoping that it may be blessed to the good of some.

E. G. Rysm.

Battle Creek, Mich.

p@F~ The purest and tenderest love is gometimes lav-
ighed on us at a time when we do not appreciate it.
1t is only in life, when we see the love of other pa-
rents for their children, that we begin to reflect that |
we were equally loved ourselves 4
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS.

Taz Bible, ag a religious book, would be most in-
complete without the book of Psalms; for, in a com-
plete religious book, there must be not only revelation,
but the response to revelation. And the response is
no whit less inspired and sacred than the revelation is.
We know from whom the inspiration of true worship
comes, The prayer and praise which go up to God,
from Kearts that worghip him in spirit and in truth,
first came down from him; and the worship which
“js written in the book of Psalms,”” because it was
real: worship out of honest hearts, that meant it when
they utiered it, and prayed because they needed to,
and sung because, for their religious joy, they could
not but sing, was doubtless prompted by the presence
of the :Holiest within them, kindled by the breath of
God, illumined by his light, and quickened by his
life. It is with this consideration that the argument
for the inspiration of this book of Psalms should stari.
They .are real prayers, and real praises,——most in-
tensely real,.and therefore verily inspired. The men
who ultered them and wrote them felt what they said,
and:meant it heartily. They cried out for help, be-
causge ;f.hey must have help; because, if help were not
forthcoming, they must perish. They sang praises
and-gave thanks because their hearts were full, and
they could not restrain expression.

hi§; then; is the substance of the book of Psalms.
Thereis & marvelous variety in it. There are prayers
of é&liﬁ‘bst every sort, uttered in almost every mood,
fittell for almost every circumstance. There are praises
copioug enough for all exuberance of worship, various
enoﬁg!{ for all the varying use of gratitude and joy.
Every one of them is full of worship. Almost every
one-ig; either wholly or in part, directly spoken to the
Most :High; and the others utter holy meditations,
saored memories, devout longings, which are no less
worghipful for being indirect. They are by various
aithors. They are written at various times. Some
of the Lear marks of careful study, and of the wost
Igboribus and artificial arrangement. Others seem to
have dome glowing with the fervor of a mighty inspira-
tior which réfused contraint. But, however this may

‘be, each one of them is the utterance of & man who

had domething to say to God, and said it therefore;
something aboiit God, or else something about him-
self§ Or yef, more probably, something about both
himsgelf and God. It was something that he wanted to
say:to-God. -~ It was not enough that he could tell it
to his-fellow-men; he needed also to utter it to God.
If he kept silence, it was as if a fire were burning in
him% ‘he could not keep silence. He wanted to tell
God héow much, how lovingly, how gratefully, he bore
in mind the memory of his goodness. He wanted to
tell'‘God how pleasant and how comforting a thing it
wag t6 trust in him, to be a lamb in his safe fold, to be
s citizen in his strong oity, to be a soldier in his un-
oonguerable hosts. He wanted to express to God the

-wondér and. delight with which the mighty works he

witnessed in the world about him had impressed him.
He wanted to declare how grand the course of Nature
seemed to him, how magnificent the works of Provi-
dence; He wanted to rebearse to God the glorious
history which his right hand and mighty arm had
wrought out for the people. These things he wanted
to express to Grod; these things he. called upon all
péople’to express and say, not to themselves, and not
to ané::another, but to God. Not that God needed to
be tolik of them, of course that was notit; butbecause
it.was *‘a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and
to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant, and
praise i3 comely.” This was what each psalmist, as
he wrote his psalm, believed.

And so, too, with the prayers. These psalmists
needed to speak to God concerning themselves also
They 'wanted to ask him for his help and his continual
blegsing. They wanted to ask forgiveness for their
sing, real sins, great sins, that needed real forgive-
ness, great forgiveness; as when David prayed his
fifty-first psalm, for instance, which is so deeply bux-
dened’ that the language fairly groans with the pas-
siotiafe repentance of a sinful soul. They wanted to
ask’fob help against enemies who plagued and perse-
cuted’them in all sorts of ways. They wanted to com-

mend to God the interests of their country, and to sup-
plicate his favor for it, that he might give it victory in
battle, and prosperity in peace, and always righteous-
ness. They wanted to sustain their souls in doubt and
darkness and despondency, that came to them as they
come to us, by erying out to God in earnest supplica-
tion. Not that he needed to be told what they de-
gired—for they knew that he would know, before they
asked him, what they were in want of—but because
their needs must speak; because their God was one
who could hear prayer and answer it—a living God, a
Spirit, to whom it was not a matier of mere uncon-
cern, as it was to the stone gods or wooden gods of
heathen people, whether they were prayerful or silent;
because, as one of them expresses it, while he kept
silence, his very bones grew old with the inarticulate
pressure of his emotion; because, as another one has
said,— '
“ As the heart panteth after the water-brooks,
So panteth my soul after thee, O God!

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God:
When shall I come and appear before God ?”’

This was what each psalmist more or less distinetly
and profoundly felt; and it was in this way that he
spoke to God about himself and all that was his, fully,
freely, earnestly; till, at last, the whole catalogue of
human wants has found an utterance in this complete
collection of the inmspired prayers of IHebrew wor-
shipers.—Rev. G. B. Bucon. -

THE SUNDAY QUESTION IN PA. g

THE opinion of Justice Read, of the Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania, reversed the opinion of Judge Strong
in the case of Sparhawk et al. vs. the Union Passenger
Railroad Company of Philadelphia. The opinion cov-
ers thie whole ground, and holds that neither the local
law of Pennsylvania nor the precepts of Christianity,
considered as part of the common law, afford any just
ground for prohibiting the Company from running
their cars on Sunday as well as on other days.

In reference to the institution of Sunday, the Judge
further remarks :— -

Sunday, which has been confounded with the Jewish
Sabbath, rests on no divine command of any kind, but
grew up by usage among the primitive Christians. 1t
was first legally recognized when Christianity became
the religion of the Roman States, under Constantine.
The English law recognizing holidays and fast days,
passed in the reign of Edward the Sixth, rests upon
the same principle as the edict of Constantine, that is,
it regards Sunday as an ecclesiastical, not as a Script-
ural, or divine institution. In ancient times, both
Parliament and the Court of Justice sat on Sunday.
«Every hamlet,” says Eurode, speaking of Henry the
Lighth, ¢ had its pair of Butts, and on Sundays and
holidays all able-bodied men were required to appear
in the fields, to employ their leisure hours ¢as valiant
Englishmen ought to do.”” Such was substantially
the English law relating to Sunday when the Province
of Pennsylvania was founded.

By the law passed at Chester, Pa., in 1682, it was
enacted that ‘“according to the example of the primi-
tive Christians, and for the ease of the creation, every
first-day of the week, called the Lord’s day, people
shall abstain from their usual and common toil and la-
bor.” This act was the basis of all subsequent legis-
Iation down to the year 1798, when the existing law
was passed, under which the present action was
brought. ’

The act of 1798, passed the year after the city had
been devastated with the yellow fever, like the pre-
ceding legislation on the subject, forbids all worldly
employment or business on the Lord’s day, * works of
necessity and charity only excepted.” The sole mis-
sion of this law according to a previous decision of the
courts, is to inculcate a temporary weekly cessation
from labor; but it adds not to this requirement any
religious obligation.

Judge Read then proceeds to treat the case as com-
ing fairly within these exceptions of necessity and
charity. In this part of his opinion he gives a most
interesting and able review of the social and economic
progress of the past seventy years, since the Pennsyl-
vania statute was passed. He dwells especially on the

immense boon which cheap modes of conveyance are
to the poor of large cities, and.quotes & striking remark
of a leading divine of London, ¢ That if the poor peo-
ple of London could not ride out on Supnday, there

would be twenty funerals where there is now but.one.”

Sunday is the only day when the working clagses can
enjoy this rospite. At the request of many leading
citizens, includipg clergymen, the Pennsylvania Cen-
tral Railroad has for several years run Sunday traing
to Pittsburg, t0 aocommodate persons in the suburbs
wishing to attend church. The horse railroad clearly
has the sameright, On all these grounds, the learned
Judge reverses the decree of the lower court.

FRETTING. ¥

Tuis is g petty fault, but one which has much influ-
ence upon character and happiness. There havebeen
men of strong and cultivated intellects, whose minds
have been sadly weakened, and their acquirements
made utterly useless by their subjection to this migera-
ble habit. We have seen Christians, also, otherwise
highly furnished for extensive usefulness, whose
influence has been completely nullified by it; while on
the other hand, the power of the religion of Christ has’
never been more distinctly or healthfully manifested
than by its rescue of many from its domination, and
their return to a cheérful submission. In the serenity
of his declining years, John Wesley was enabled to
say, I feel, I grieve, but by the grace of God, T fret at
nothing.” His words are to us a sure sign, both of
the ripe wisdom of age, and of the thoroughness of the
work of grace in his heart.

Fretting is unfortunately regarded by many Chris-
tians as only & foible, an unpleasant foible, indeed,
but only & foible. We think it might more justly be
called a sin. If the words ‘“be careful for nothing,”
are a divine law, fretfulness is certainly not obedience
to it. If patience is a Christian .grace, the impatience
which is constantly breaking forth into petly com-
plaints about trivial things can not be regarded but as
its opposite, and what is the opposite of aChristisn
grace but a sin? Let Christians look at it. If we are
to be judged for idle words, and condemned because
of them, shall we not be judged for impatient words,
and for those querulous complaints which come from
a heart ill at ease itself, and ready to murmur against
all the appointments of God ?

But it is as a bar to usefulness that we feel how
evil a thing this petty foible may become. It spoils
a thousand other good qualities. Who::loves and
honors a fretful minister, learned and labotiots though
he may be? Where is the school class that can be
long retained or largely benefited by one who shows
himgelf & prey to disecontent, and seems to have con-
fined his study of the Bible very much to the Lamenta-
tions? What wife or mother can keep her place ag
the center of the household affections, when day after

day there is a perpetual dropping of complaining .||

words, and when the face has always a worn and
weary look? Can poverty be cheered, or the sick
chamber enlivened, by one who has no heart but for
his own sorrow, and loves to rehearse the tale of his
fancied miseries? No. To be thoroughly and largely
useful, one must work with a free and genial heart.
Good humor helps vastly in the accomplishment of
good works. A cheerful countenance, the exponent of
a cheerful heart, will remove many difficulties, and
assist us to meet those that are immovable. Fretting
will only make difficulties larger and more formidable,
and will create some itself. It will weaken our own
power, and deter others from coming to our side. Its
influence is evil, and only evil, and that continualty.®~
Sunday School Times. " a .
f
Fight hard against a hasty temper. Anger will
come, but resist it stoutly. A spark may set a house

onfire, A fit of passion may give you causeto mourn
all the days of your life. Never revenge an injury.

¢ He that revengeth knows no rest,

The meek possess a peaceful breast.”

Man doubles the evils of his fate by pondering over
them. A scratch becomes a wound, a slight aninjury,
a jest an insult, » small peril a great danger, and a slight
sickness often ends in death by the brooding apprehen-
sions of the sick. We should always look on the bright
gide of life’s picture.
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Ohe Review and Hevald,

“ Sanctify them through thy Truth; thy Word is Truth.”

Barrie Ceerk, Micw., Tairp-Day, Dxc. 17, 1867,

TURIAH SMITH, EDITOR.

THE ADVENT REVIEW.

/ ‘A REVIEW i8 ‘‘a second or repeated view, a re-exam-
ination,” & re-survey.” It ig further, ““a revision, a
second examination with a view to amendment or
improvement.” In literature it is ¢ a critical exam-
ination of a new publication, with remarks.” As a
periodieal it is ome which contains as a prominent
featnre the ¢ examination and analysis of new pub-
lieations.”

/. All of these featnres, as relating to the great doc-

trine of the Second Advent, pertain, in a greater or
legs degree, to the Advent Review; and we have ever
considered that we had cause for congratnlation, that
.80 -appropriate a name was providentially chosen for
this periodical. One of its special objects is a review
-of the past great Advent movement. What Adventist
who shared in that movement can look back npon it
but with a thrill of joy, and can but longfor manifesta-
tions of the Spirit of God, in equal power, in connection
with the worknow ?- And how can a person possibly en-
ter with any enthnsiasm upon the new theories and
sq;xemes devised since 1844, which oblige him to give
up all the work previous to that time, either as erro-
neous or premature? If God was not in the work
then, will any Adyentist tell us at what point he has
been in it since that time? But if God was in it, can
any one standing in the counsel of God give it up?
And yet, with the exception of those who observe the
Séﬁentlgfd@y, what company of Adventists recognize
this movement as a fnlfillment of prophecy, or give it
any plage in their present theory ? What company, if
they do:mot openly declare it, do not by their actions,
.that still stronger method of conveying ideas, intimate
that it ig to be given up as an entire failure, ignored
apd forgotten ?
* ;We cannot be too thankful that we have not been
left to slide from the foundation so securely laid in
1844 for the Advent movement of these last days, nor
‘to eut loose from the safe moorings then so providen-
‘tiglly provided. This has saved us, and it is the only
thing th@b could save any one, from chasing all the
igmes Satud of new times that have distracted and seat-
tered the great majority of the once harmonious body
of Advent believers. Every Advent theory that has
‘been deyised, which ignores the past worl, is a castle
in the air, a pyramid without a base, a building with-
out a foundation.

The past we delight to review. The single error
nnder which we then labored in reference to the
advent of Christ, being now so fully and clearly ex-
plained, and the explanation having not only relieved
a.difficulty, but thrown a new flood of light upon our
pathway, the whole work from its commencement to
tﬁ{e present time, is luminous with the glory of God.
We can rest our faith upon itin all the joy of unwaver-
ing assurance,

But our paper is not alone a Review. We herald
-the Sabbath. A reform must be enforced upon this
‘great and fundamental truth, But why do you make
‘so much more of the Sabbath than of any other command-
ment? We answer, All parts of the law are with us
egually sacred. We only dwell upon that point where
1ien misled by ignorance, and entrenched in prejudice,
pgrs1~t in violation. The reason for this is illustrated
by the little parable of the tree and axe. ¢ Why,
s4y8 the treefo the axe, ‘“do you continnally keep hit-
-ting in the same place 7’ “How else,” says the axe,
«¢ghall ¥ get you down ?”’ 8o it is with the huge sys-
tems of error and false practice against which we have
to contend in these last days, By continually hitting
them in the same place, with those divine truths
whxch s,’now their falsity, we can wear them away till
in the minds of the honest, they will totter and fall.
Line upon line, precept upon precept. The fire and
hémmer of the truth must be kept in vigorous play.
Men may try to make their assertions stand that the

first-day of the week is the Sabbath, or that there is no
Sabbath, in face of the plain declaration of the Bible
that the Seventh-day is the Sabbath, and they will
always fail. That truth still gtands immutable; and
nothing makes it look clearer and stronger, than the
absolutely puny effects which result from the great
efforts that men make against it, with so much flourish
of trumpets, and sweat and toil.

The Review now enters upon a new volume. Thirty
volumes of its testimony, and seventeen years of its
history are in the past. As the cause seems to be enter-
ing upon a new era, the paper must catch the flame,
and exhibit new life and interest. This it will do;
for the paper is but a reflection of the work abroad.
We trnst its brightening flame may carry light during
the coming volume to many who now sit in dark-
ness, and from its quiver there may issue many pol-
ished shafts of truth which shall carry convietion to
waiting and honest hearts.

The end of all things is at hand., The day of ac-
counts is approaching. With this ever in view may
our correspondents write, and the Review be published,
The time will come, and that before long, when the
last communication will be written and prepared for the
paper; the last type will be set: the last paper be is-
sued; and its testimony be closed up forever.
then be no source of satisfaction to any to think that
they have written sught for its columns with hard and
bitter feelings, with a censorious spirit, or for selfish
or partisan ends ; but it will be a satisfaction to be ahle
Lo say, 1 have ever tried to write with a sincere desire
for the good and salvation of souls, and with an eye
single to the glory of God.

That when its testimony is finished, all will have
been said, that should have been said, and everything
omitted, that had better not been said, will perhaps be
too much to expect. But to come as near to this as
possible—let this be our labor.

- N
ARE YOUR NEIGHBORS WARNED?

Drar brother, sister, friend, whoever yon are, and
wherever you dwell, let me ask yon one question,
Have you done all you can to bring your neighbors
and friends to a knowledge of the present trnth, so
that in the event of their being lost your skirts would
be clear of the hlood of their souls? We are all capa-
ble of doing more or less good in the world, and if we
do not make a right use of the talent lent us, great will
be our condemnation when we give an account for the
deeds done in the body. But very few are called to
the office of public teachers, to preach and print, but
there is some position in the world in which all can
obey that command of the Saviour to ‘‘let our light
shine.” May an All-wise Providence so direct each
one that good may be done through the ‘“name of the
holy child, Jesus.”

At present the Macedonian cry comes to this Office
from various parts of the field, while at the same time
every preacher and lecturer is as active as health and
strength will permit. Truly it is distressing to see
men and women perishing, wlien we know the truth
of God would make them free and prepare them for
the kingdom. But what shall be done to save precious,
honest souls? Let us each ask ourselves the.question,
What can I do? Kvidently something must be done
while there is such a great destitution of ministerial
help. What shall it be? Let me suggest:

1. In every community where there is an ear to
hear, and the living teacher cannot be obtained, let
the books and papers be freely, judiciously circulated!
Generously supply yourselves with our publications,
and then scatter them all through the neighborhood,
a3 a good, enlightened judgment wonld dictate. The
great day alone will reveal the amount of good that
will be accomplished by such an effort. Almost daily
we are learning of the blessed results of circulating
the tracts. Let an instance suffice: Some one was
visiting friends in Canada, and, doubtless being
prompted by the missionary spirit, loft sewral pres-
ent-truth tracts in the neighborhood. They were
read, some denounced them as heretical, but none said
they were true. Finally, a tract on the Sabbath ques-
tion fell into the hands of one old gentleman who read,
and also believed, and, like an honest man, made up

It willk

his mind to be ‘“a doer of the word.” And thus, all
alone, others making a jest of his faith, he has perse-~
vered for some time in observing the Lord’s Sabbath.
A short time since he visited Battle Creek to learn the

way of truth more perfectly, to receive the ordinance [

of baptism, partake of the emblems of our Saviour’s }
broken body, and to make such disposition of & surplus £
of worldly goods as every steward of the Lord in ad-
vanced age should feel it his duty to do. How our
hearts were made glad to see what the divine Spirit
can do for those who are isolated in distant places,
having no opportunities with the church. And how
profoundly were we impressed with the power of pres-
ent truth, as we saw this dear brother laying his silver

-dollars on the counter, in s land of strangers, of an-

other nationality, for books and papers, to aid in the
proclamation of the commandments of God and the
coming of Jesug! Could we well restrain our tears,
as late in the evening two fnll-sized grain-bags were
nearly filled with packages of books and tracts, to be
taken by our aged brother to the Provinces, whom,
perhaps, we should never have the privilege of meet-
ing again Lill the great gathering of the family of God?
Ah! verily the Christian has some sweet moments in
this world ! But enough. Here is a field in which all can
do something. And should not each one emulate that
spirit which prompted our great Exemplar to say,
¢Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s busi-
negs 2’

2. It would be well for able brethren, or churches, to
procure our ** Circulating Library,” embracing all the
leading works on the main points of present truth, and
place them in sechool districts and neighborhoods where
there is an inquiry to learn whether these things are

s0.” Verily He that said, ¢“Go teach all nations,”
i. e, “make disciples of them,” wonld bless such an
act.

Again we agk the question, ¢Have your neighbors

been warned !”” Brethren, hereis a work which should

be done, and soon *“the night ¢ometh when no man j§

can work.,” Let us all gather with Christ, and re-
member ‘“that he that winneth souls is wise.” Will
the publications be scattered? Will your neighbors
and friends have the privilege of learning our belief?
Who says, Yes? G. W. A

N

FALSE CHARITY.

I vinp the following remarks in the Introdnction to
Bower’s History of the Popes:
Protestants are not half Protestants—nor half Chris-
tiang, as the consequence. They have a wonder-
ful elastic < charity,” which ignorantly includes
among its objects especially all manner of sin, and
error, and absurdity, and falsehood. Just as if the
genuine charity of the New Testament was a silly,

indiscriminate, or alterable affection; as if it had no §

eyes and did not rejoice in the truth. Such persons have
ordinarily no charity for God; hence, to contradict
him, or, as he represents it, to make him a liar, i3 a very -

easy affair, and a cheap reckoning to their consciences. - ff

The time is come when enlightened and Christian =
Protestants and patriots in this country, must not only .
hold the truth, but hold it fast.”

When we expose the corruptions of the false religion
of the day, men cry out that we lack charity, for ,;
charity covers a multitude of sins. They seem to think -
that charity consists in covering up sins and brother- -
ing everybody and everything.- But “charity re-
joiceth in the truth,” not in a falsehood. Hence, true -
charity can have no fellowship with anything that is :
contrary to the truth. Can any one doubt that John, :
the beloved disciple, possessed true charity? No. ¢
Then let us hear him: ¢ He that saith, I know him,

and keopeth not his commandments, is a liar and the i
1 Jno. ii, 4. Again, “If there ‘i
.come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive -

truth is not in him.”

him not into your house, neither bid him God-speed.”
2 Jno. 10. Now hear Paul: <If any man love not -}
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maranatha.”
1 Cor. xvi, 22. E
Let him be saccused; our Lord cometh.” This is
strong food for our lukewarm-charity-loving friends. j ‘
Now listen to. John the Baptist, as he talked with .the
worldly-minded professors of his day: ¢But when he

«Many nominal |ff

« Anathema maranatha,” that is, &
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saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers,
who hath warned you to fiee from the wrath to come ?”’
Matt. iii, 7. Even our blessed Lord had & very hard,
uncharitable spirit, according to the ideas of these
times. How often he exclaimg, Woe unto you geribes,
Pharisees, hypocrites ! and tells them plainly how they
appear in the sight of God. This is true charity.
Those who lack this charity have no charity for God.
In the Judgment, they will censure God as lacking
charity for those whom he condemns to perdition.

D. M. Caxricar.

Norridgewock, Me.

2

REPORT FROM BRO. LOUGHBOROUGH.

Aq the time of my last report I had just commenced
a series of meetings in this place. I am still laboring
here, having given in all thirty-one discourses. Some
four at least have already taken their stand upon the
truth, and many others are deeply interested, some
of whom we are in hopes may yet be prevailed upon
to go with the Lord’s pecple in trying to flee from the
wrath to come., We design to hold on here as long as
the interest and duty seems to demand. Although
the ministers and many of the people in the place
have thought for several days, that it was about time
that we were through I have not thought so, for the
Spi;“-iﬁ,of the Lord seems to say, Tarry a little longer

My mind was deeply impressed with the importance
of holding this long series of meetings before coming
here for several reasons. Several efforts have been
made. in the place in the past, but all of them
cloged much too soon, and closed at a point when
many were' just becoming deeply interested in the

a/truth. The last series of meetings some four years

" ago, closed with the apostasy of the one who had
held the meetings, which exerted a disastrous influence
againgt the truth, in that it led the uninformed to
suppose that the doctrines we hold were a prelude to
Spiritualism. This wrong impression in the minds of
many; our brethren here have had to struggle under,
and it seemed needful that this wrong impression
should be corrected. There is a goodly number of
hrethren at this place and at Monterey, only five miles
distant, and it seemed as though it might be a means of
stitring them up to greater activity in the cause, to

_ have brought fresh to their minds the evidences of our
position, and the near-coming of Chrigt, Besides this
there were many citizens inquiring concerning our
faith..

Learning of the spirit that was manifested by the
one who gave the last series of discourses here;
namely, a great effort to display self, and exhibit
human witticism, my mind was more than ever before
impressed with the awfully solemn truths we hold, and
the necessity of moving in that humble channel that
God could work, and so relying upon him that his
power might be manifest in riveting conviction on the
minds of the people. Never have I experienced, in
the pame length of time, more sensibly the help of
God in proclaiming the truth., Deep conviction per-
vadeg the congregation, while the Spirit of God helps
to poi'tra,y the truth before them. Never was mymind
moye:deeply impressed with the nearness of Christ’s
coming, and the importance of the solemn work of
Preparation for the event.

I have frequently expressed myself to the brethren
here-during this series of meetings, that I believed a
new erahad dawned on the third angel’s message since
the recent meetings of investigation in Battle Creek.
T am glad to see the brethren and sisters here arousing
to a gpirit of activity, and to see from reports from
abroad that a spirit of deeper consecration to God is
entering the hearts of this people. May the good
work still go on is my prayer.

Last week I had the privilege of spending a couple
of.days in Battle Creek. I was glad to learn that the

“interest was still good there. I attended the Tuesday
evening prayer meeting, and although I occupied about
one-third of the time of their meeting in speaking to
.theny; in the remaining hour over fifty bore their testi-
mony of their determinations to go on in the good work
of.the Lord. Many of these testimonies were wet
down with tears.

My heart says, Praise the Lord for the good work he
is doing for his people. But how many remain indif-
ferent; and, alas! I fear theday of\God will find them
unprepared. May we all remember the words of our
Saviour, *Take heed that no man take thy crown.”
How necessary that we walk humbly with our God,
and that we be found in that place where his Spirit
can work with us, for without him we can do nothing.
Who of us will follow a course of selfishness, deter-
mined to have our own way, carrying out our own

| wills, and not submitting ourselves to the will of God,
¢

thus hindering the progress of the work of the Lord.
Often am I led to ask myself the question, ‘ Lord isit
1?7 May the Lord forgive wherein 1 have been out

of the way in the past, and grant me his grace that 1|

may go walk in the path of humility that I can be an
instrument of doing some little good in the advance-
ment of this truth.

Brethren, earnestly pray for the prosperity of this
cause,

Allegan, Mich., Dec. b, 1867.
i
“x\ e

MEETINGS IN WISCONSIN.

Tur good work of the Lord js still onward here in
Grant county, Wis. I have now labored in this place
four months, in which time I have preached one hun-
dred times, in four different places. My work has
drawn out quite a spirit of opposition from a few sec-
arians. Eld. Ball preached twice against the Sabbath,
taking the position that the law of ten commandments

» wag done away. EId. Bushly, another Methodist min-
ister, took the position that the law was all binding,
and that any day of the week was the seventh day,
and therefore the Sabbath day. The Lord helped me
to review their positions, which resulted in much good.
*B1d. Bushly then preached a sermon onthe immortality
of the soul, which the Lord also helped me to review,
which resulled in establishing scores of people upon
the Bible doctrine that the saints receive immortality
at the second coming of Christ and the resurrection of
the dead, when those who seek for immortality by
patient continuance in well doing, will receive, as the
gift of God, eternal life through Jesus Christ. See
Rom. vi, 28; ii, 6; 1 Cor. xv, 51-55.

‘When Eld. Bushly commenced his sermon on immor-
tality, he held in his hand some tracts which he said
he had not picked up in the neighhorhood, but had sent
to the publishing house and got himself. In the after-
noon, after I had reviewed him and shown the people
that the tracts he quoted from were published by first-
day Adventists, he said the tracts bore the name of
Mr. Ganyard, who was formerly a first-day Adventist,
and had obtained some tracts two or three years ago,
and lent them to some of his Methodist neighbors, who
are now opposers of the truth ; and they had furnished
Eld. B. with the tracts which he said he had sent
to the office or publishing house for himself, Well has
the Lord said of such by Isaiah: ¢“Now go, write it
before them in a table, and note itin a book, . . . that
this is a rebellious people, LyiNg children, children
that will not hear the law of the Lord.” Isa. xxx,
8-10. Again in Isa. xxviil, 15, the Lord says that they
have made Lrus their refuge, and under falsehood they
have hid themselves; but in verse 17 the Lord says,
The hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies. These
hailstones will fall upon them in the sgeventh plague
of God’s wrath. See Rev. xvi, 17-21.

The elder’s falsehood concerning the tracis was so
glaring that most all the congregation noticed it.

After this, I continued my meetings another week;
and lagt Sabbath, after preaching a sermon from the
text in Matt. v, 16, <Let your light so shine before
men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in Heaven,” we repaired to the
water, cut away the ice, and baptized twenty-seven
willing souls in the likeness of Christ’s death, that
they may now walk in newness of life by keeping all
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. This
makes sixty-five that T have baptized since I commenced
meetings here. There are over eighty who are now
keeping. the Sabbath in this vicinity, where, four
months ago, there was not & Sabbath-keeper. I have
organized two prayer and social-meeting societies, one
numbering fifty-four members, and the other twenty-

J. N. LouvgEBOROUGH. !’

three, who have put down their names to the following

covenant: ¢ We, the undersigned, do hereby associate 4l

ourselves together into a prayer and social-meeting
society, covenanting together to keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.” Others will
unite soon. Their meetings are very interesting.
Two men, of past religious experience, have been
chosen leaders of the meetings. May the Lord help
them to be faithful is our prayer. They will have
monthly meetings, when all will try to get together in
one place for the worship of God.

We have also made arrangements for the organiza-
tion of a Bible-class in each place of meeting, which
will be very interesting to all who can engage in it.

I have sold about seventy-five dollars’ worth of
publications, and obtained twenty-four subscribers for
the Review.

I commenced meetings last evening in Springville,
Clayton Co., Towa, just across the Mississippi river,
where Bro. Segraves lives. I can remain here but one
week, as I am very much in need of rest, not having
rested any for six months. The Lord has, during this
time, wonderfully sustained me, for which I praige his
great and holy name.

Since writing the foregoing, 1 have preached eight
times in the village of Springville, Clayton Co., Towa.
I did this by the urgent request of Bro. and sister
Segraves, who had but recently moved in there. I
introduced but two subjects in the main, which were the
promises of God and his holy law, with faith in Christ,
as the conditions of receiving the promiges, if they are
strictly lived out in our daily walk and conversation,
At the close of the meeting last evening, I.took an ex-
pression to see how many believed the seventh day to
be the Sabbath now binding on the people. About
thirty arose. Quite & number of these I expect will
goon keep the Sabbath. T think it is an excellent
opening for labor, and had T not been go badly worn
out by my past labor, I would have stayed a few weeks.
If the way should close up for my going to Trempeleau,
I shall return to these parts as soon as I rest awhile.

1 know of nothing that is likely to stop me from
going to Tremepleau, unless a protracted meeting
ghould be started there. Bro. Ingalls will therefore
write to me at Johnstown Center at his earliest con-
venience, and let me know if the way is still open for
me to come about the middle of January. I will
answer by letter and tell them when I will come and
commence meeling. '

I held my last meeting with the dear people of God
in Waterloo to-night. Our meeting to-night was very
large and interesting. Many could not get into the
house. Truly have I seen the testimony of the Lord
fulfilled in this place by people coming out on the
truth and learning in a few weeks what some of us
have been years learning. May we not look upon
this a8 a sign that we are drawing near the loud cry of
the message? Iam now at Bro. Thompson’s, at Wood-
man, where I have stopped to rest over night. I ex-
pect to reach home to-day, where I will try to recruit
for a few weeks. 1 hope the brethren and sisters will
pray for me that I may be revived and strengthened
for further usefulness in his blessed cause, and that a

door of utterance may be given me to spealk his word. '

Isaac SANBORN. ¥~
Woodman, Grant Co., Wis., Dec. 11, 1867.

THOUGHTS ON THE REVELATION.

I nave this day finished the careful reading of the
book with the above title recently issued at the Review

. Office. If any have not yet supplied themselves with

a copy of this work they are depriving themselves of
the possession of a valuable tressure. The book is a
book not only to read, but to study, a book of refer-
ence on this important part of Divine Revelation in
which the Lord has promised hig blessing upon those
who understand, and do the things written in it. Do
you lack an understanding of the book, then we say to
yousecure ¢ Thoughts on the Revelation,” which care-
fully and critically examines every chapter of the book,
and which we do not hesitate to say is the clearest ex-
position of the Revelation extant. Secure the book.ai
once. J. N. LoUuGHBOROUGH.
Allegan, Mich., Dec. b, 1867.
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,@unfaxmm Deparviment,

so muach the more as ye see the dsy

Wlﬂ nz. Aieh. x, 25.

'ﬂus Dep liﬂﬁnt is désigned to fill the same place in the paper
th&t the Uonferbnee or Bocial Meeting does in the worship of God.
Speak oftén onéio another to comfort, edlfyand aid eachother in the
“wey of holinessa nd true Christian experience.

From Bro. Daniels.

Bro. Smrra: T hh,ve for a long time thought of writ-
ing a few lines to the scattered friends through our
good paper, Vbut have felt too unworthy, and now I
feel more than ever. my unworthiness. I highly prize
the Revww, P'nd the oheermg testimonies, and the en-
cour&gmg rbgérts fros the messengers, and especially
the sermons, as we.haye no preaching here. It is
at we are enabled to know the

LI, wnh my. wife and eldest son, embraced the truth
under the 1ubors of Eld. Cornell, when first at Gilboa
‘with the tent. Singe that time we have passed through
many severe trials, and while standing connected with
the church We enjoyed many precious seasons in unit-
/ ing with the j)eople of God in prayer and praise. But
those prwﬁegbs are years in the past. The dear breth-
" ren composing the church at Ayersville, with whom we
stood connected, soldl gut and moved to Ransom, Mich.,

and were soan orgamzed with the Ransom church.
By this move the Ayersville church ceaged to exist as
& church, and we were left to travel alone. But oh!
my dear bréthren, I fear we have come to a standstill,
ze that the church is all the while on

Y
conld have. oﬁurch prmleges, but my prospects in
that dlrectmu have always failed, and the way has

mércy, and s :gxd' deliverance.
I siill ha\'}re;é hope that we will yet be found walk-

/ome of his récrmtmg officers this way and raise a
company of fresh recruits to be mustered into the
gerviee of the Lord, and added to the army of Sabbath-

kecpers. I Would be glad to take the humblest posi-
tion in that new company and start anew for Mount
Zion. 0. G. Dawiers.

Defiance, Okio.

Frotu Bro. Johnston. e

Bro. Smrre: After four weeks’ absence among the
brethren in. Ttumbull and Ashtabula counties, I ar-
rlved at home in good health, for which, I desire to
be truly thankful Whaile among the brethren, 1
preached every ngbbath——once at Orwell, besides at-
ending their. Wednesday evening prayer meetings.
Here, our good brother Hutchinson offered me a room
and other sccommodations if 1 would move to that
pa.bt of the Gountry At Wayne, the brethren received
me with open arms s.nd hearts, snd treated me with
much respeot and kindness; and insisted on my stay-

1 ing with them all wmter, if -possible, Here I preached
on three Sabbaths, and one first-day. The good Mas-
ter was presgnt to give liberty in speaking, and to re-
fresh our weary spirits.

On last Sahbath we had indeed a precious time.
All the brethren and sistefs belonging to the church
were present, and Bro. Marfield, from Orwell, was
also with us, The meeting was continued near three
honrs. Many: prayers were offered up; many testi-
monies givexii;;:till all present were melted down into
contrition and .tenderness; while tears of joy and
gratitude flowgd from many eyes. ¢ Bless the Lord,
O my soul, -and forget not all his benefits.” There
Were none bu ;Sabbath-keepers present on this ecca-
sion,

The:-second Sabbath I was at this place; we had three
- o fourwho éxpressed their disapprobation, and asked
geveral ques%h siis, which I answered to the entire sat-
isfaction of i.he; brethren. I spoke from Gal. vi, 7, 8:
«Be not deceived, Géd is not mocked; for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that

~—~r~—

soweth to the flesh ghall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.” In speaking of the deception
of Satan, I pointed out some few of the popular errors
of the present time, and cautioned the congregation
againgt them.

The brethren.in. Wayne seem to be as much inter-
ested in the present truth as any people I have as yet
been among. May the Lerd preserve them in the
unity of the Spirit and bonds of peace until Jesus
comes to take his weary followers home. Amen.

Wwu. Jounstron.

Swmithyille, 0., Nov. 20, 1867.

From Bro. Haines.

Bro. Smirn: I wish to give my testimony in the Re-
view for the comfort and encouragement of the saints.
It often geems to me when reading the testimonies
from different ones, that they receive, even while writ-
ing, a special blessing from God for the efforts they
make to cheer and encourage the disciples of Jesus.
Blessed above all others is that people whom the Lord
hags chosen for his inheritance, and though at times
our path may seem to be overshadowed, and we be
like men walking in thick clouds, yet the promise is
that e will be our hope and shield, and help accord-
ing as we hope in Him and live up to the light of the
truth of the third angel’'s message.

Although I do regret many past errors and wrongs,
and mourn over my great unfaithfulness, yet I am try-
ing to do the will of my Heavenly Father, and am still
encouraged to press on because of the exceeding great
and precious promises, both for time and etcrnity,
which are yea and amen in Christ Jesus, to those that
helieve. Indeed, the Lord is not slack concerning his
promises, as we fully prove when. by heartfelt obedi-
ence and faithfulness we fulfill the conditions upon
which they are given. There is no rock like our
Rock; he is a sun and a shield, and will give grace
and glory, and no good thing will he withhold from
 them that walk uprightly.

I have been a reader of the Review for over three
years. I would express my thankfulness that I have
been made acquainted with the precious truths it ad-
vocates. It comes laden with meat in due season. I
acknowledge the wisdom granted the church through
the gifts of the Spirit as vastly superior to the private
judgment of individuals. I rejoice that wrongs can
be corrected and put away. There is a yielding to
straight testimony among our people at this time more
readily than formerly ; this is & token that many will
overcome.

I love and have confidence in the leaders of this
great work, that have been chosen to proclaim the pre-
cious truths of the third angel’s message, and may God
send forth more to labor for the salvaiion of precious
souls, that the honest-hearted may all be brought-to
the fold of Christ.

I pray that those who have the care of conducting the
Review and preaching Gud’s word, may have grace
and strength to do the will of God.

Your brother in the Lord,

D. D. Haings.
Iaverhill, Mass.
G
From Bro. Cottrell. Vi
Bro. Bmirm: There is quite a strong opposition to

the present truth in and around Bowersville. The
preachers of the different denominations are making
public demonstrations against the truth. Last night
-1 listened to a discourse from Eld. Story, of-the M. E.
church, on what he was pleased to call the general
“Judgment. It is rather astonishing to me that a man
that has heard a course of lectures, as Mr. Story has,
at the tent in our place, should take such a position
as he did. He was very literal, a part of his time, in
his rendering of Scripture, and when it did not suit
him he was very figurative. He would have the day
of Judgment a literal day, and those that are to stand
before the Judgment, to be standing there literally, but
when he came to notice the books’ being opened, Rev.
X%, that meant God’s memory only. He said that
there was bait one. day of Judgment for all; and that
Christians would be judged by the gospel, the Jews by

the law, and the heathen by the light that they have;

and that Jesus is the only_]udge He read Rev. zx,
entire. Verse 4: ¢ And I saw thrones, aud they sat
upon them,” &e. Vet Jesus is the only judge. Paul
says in 1 Cor. vi, 2, 8, *“ that the saints shall judge the
world,” and that we shall judge angels. . He then
went on to state that the righteous and the wicked
would all be raised at once. Then he happened to
think that there was a ¢ first resurrection ;’’ then he
must get out as best he could. So he stated that he
once thought that all the righteous were raised in the
first resurrection; but now he was convinced that
none were raised in the first resurrection but the mar-
tyrs of Jesus, and that they would reign with Christ a
thousand years. And then the rest of the righteous
and the wicked would be raised, and all would be
Jjudged, and then rewarded according to their works.

He then gave us his views on the state of the dead
till the resurrection. That it was not true that they
slept, as taught by us, but that they were in a con-
gcious state. But he did not believe that they were
judged at death, but that their cases were decided at
death, and they were happy or miserable, as the case
might be, and then on the day of Judgment they would
be judged and rewarded.

But all such efforts as have been made hére against
the truth are only calculated to strengthen us in the
belief of the truth. We would say, Praise the Lord
for the light of present truth. We feel our own weak-
ness and unworthiness, but when wé draw near to the
Lord in prayer we receive strength of the Lord, and
are enabled to praise him who is the strength of his
people.

We would say a word to Brn. Waggoner and Van'?
Horn: Qur prayers have been following you, and we
believe that you will he blessed of the Lord. We feel
bappy and would praise the Lord that our prayers
have been answered, in that he put it inte the hearts
of his servants to come io Bowersville and proclaim
the last message of mercy that is to- be sent to the
world, and that & peopls has been raised up here that
we believe will go through to Mount Zien. Pray for us.

Yours in love,

Wn. CorTRBLE. =

‘Bowerwille, 0., Dec. 2, 1867.

From 8ister Shepard.

Bro. Smira: As I am one of the lonely ones who
live so far from others of like faith that I can seldom
meet with them, I would add my testimony to theirs
through the Review. I can say that I love the appear-
ing of Jesus, the Christian’s faith, the commandments -
of God, and present truth as a whole. I-think it is
dearer to me than my life, and yet I have to confess
that I am in a lukewarm condition. I am lackirg in
love to God, who has done so much for me. I wonder :
at my own ingratitude, and my unfaithfulness to my .
loving Father, who has watched over me for good.
He has brought me out of deepest afflictions, and sur-
rocunded me with unmerited blessings, so that I can
say with the Psalmist, ¢ The lines have fallen unto
me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.”
A heavy burden of care rests upon me, it is true, yet
Jesus invites me to cast it upon him. When my heart
is filled with the love of God, I have faith enough-to
do this, but I am weak, and do not continually realize
as I ought where my strength les. I feel that I must
come up to the requirements of God and be more zeal-
ous in his gervice, The perilous situation we are
in, calls for such zeal and earnestness as has never
been called for before. I know what I want the most
of anything. It is more secret prayer, more time
spent in secret communion with God. In this way I
can obtain & more- bhorough knowledge of myself and [§
of his will concerning me, get the complete armor on,
and so overcome. What is there to hinder us from
overcomlng? Surely, there can be nothing so much as
the ginfulness of our natures, and there is salvation
with God for all this. I am often much encouraged
by letters in the Review from brethren and sisters, ]
especially those who are lonely, like myself. The last ;B
golemn admonition in Testimony, No. 18 has not had a
tendency to discourage us, for we know that whosoever
will, may come and partake of the waters of life freely.

I love the health reform in all its parts, and it proves
a great blessing to us in many ways. The reform dress *.
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I consider the most healthful, convenient, and best-look-
ing style T ever saw, and it is with we a matter of re-
joiding that there is to be a more marked distinction

. between us and the world than formerly. I am very
;»th’a.nkful that Bro. and sister White are able again to go

out:into the harvest-field to labor, and Ilong to see the
time when the third angel’s message shall be preached
with power such as attended the midnight cry in 1844,
I hope my brethren and sisters will pray for me and
my féily, that we may be kept from the evil influ-
énces -of this city. C. M. SHEPARD.

Dodge Co., Wis.

From Sister Scripter. g

Dosr BrRETHREN AND Sistens: It has been over a
year since I embraced the present truth, and it has
been a lamp to my feet and a light to my pathway.
The Review comes weekly, laden with precious truth.
I am always delighted to receive it. The good ser-
mons-it contains cheer my heart as I read them. The
other departments. of the paper are read with interest.
Then there is the Conference Dopartment, where those
that fear the Lord speak often to each other. How
cheering to hear from the brethren and sisters in this
way. It is the only way that I am privileged to hear
from those that love the appearing of the Saviour, I
walk alone, yet I do not feel discouraged. I believe
the Tiord is_on the giving hand, and that he will save
evenime if I am only faithful and keep his command-
ments. I want to meet the children of God in the
kingdem, where there will be no sighing, nor soerrow,
nor shedding of tears, but we shall reign with Christ.
I long for Sabbath-keeping neighbors. Ilow their
faces would cheer me in this dark vale of tears. Let
us look forward to the soon-coming day, when, if faith-
ful, we shall meet the good of all ages, never more to
part. - Oh! the glorious thought.of meeting loved oneg
of \earth, and dear ones that sleep in the tomb. - Dear
gisters, let us be faithful.

- Yours striving for a orown of life.

MarraA A, SCRIPTER.
Lrie Co., N. Y.

) From Sister Edmunds.
Dyar BRErHREN ANp Srsrers: This morning,
whils reading < A few Thoughts” from the pen of M.
¥'J, Cottrell, in Review No. 28, tear after tear would
fall, and I, too, asked myself the question, Shall Iever
wéar the crown? Shall I ever be clothed with right-
epgsjhess? I heartily respond, Amen, to every thought.
My heart is stirred to its very depths, and I can say,
I wiil humble myself before God, and cry for a deeper
work of grace in my heart. Oh! the enemy’s power
is o great.
~ .The next letter is an ¢¢‘Acknowledgment” from
#Bro. James E. White. I am glad this dear youth has
Yagain turmed his feet into the straight and narrow
path; Oh! that the remaining ones of the ¢fiftesn’”
would do likewise. There is bread enough in your
Fatlier's house and to spare. I say, return, and con-
fegs your faults, While reading the lines from him,
I feel a conviction in my own heart, that I de not keep
the fifth commandment as I should. The wish of my
heart is, that I may know myself ag God sees me. I
want to keep every command. ¢ For whosoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all.’’ Oh! how Ilong to be good. I want
vt0 be ready to share in the ‘‘refreshing” Bre. Smith
speaks of. I must make haste or I shall be left out.
Semetimes I am almost discouraged. Many years I
have been trying. When these feelings creep into my
heart, I read the Holy Bible and find many precious
promises -there. ¢ Submit yourselves therefore to
God.” <“Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.”
“:ijaw night to God, and he will draw nigh to you.”
“If T cleange my hands, and purify my heart; if Iam
not (}puble;minded, wishing to serve God and mammon,
but.mourn and weep over my sing; if my laughter is
turned to. mourning, and my joy to heaviness; if I
speak not evil of others, but humble myself in the
siggli‘f, of the Lord, ‘he shall lift me up.” «I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” My grace is
siffigient for you.” Yes, I can overeome all, with the
Spiéit of our Heavenly Father to assist me. One wri-

ter has said, ¢“Never can the child of God rest con-

tented in this world.” F¥rom day to day I feel this,
and earnestly pray that I may be prepared for a home
where ¢I shall be satisfied.” I will not murmur and
complain when I am tested. There will be none in
Paradise restored, who cannot resist the temptations
of our subtle foe here. Our Father wants loyal sub-
jects. How just, after having given his only Son to
redeem us! Yes, he that declares the end from the
beginning, deals with his wayward children wisely.
Let us look up, and with confidence trust in him, for
he doeth all things well. Trust ye in the Lord for-
ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength.
Oh! may we not be guilly of ¢ selfish choosing this or
that,” but may we ever choose the fear of the Lord,
and with Bro. Patten may we ¢ lay aside every wrong
thing, and have the ¢present truth’ more deeply
planted in our hearts.”” Then with joy we shall hear
the song sung, “Open ye the gates, that the righteous
nation which keepeth the truth may enter in.”” How it
cheers us to visit with those who love to talk about the
truth. These meetings are bright oases—fertile spots
in the desert of life. When those shining gates swing
back on their glittering hinges; when that righteous
nation enters the city of our God, then we shall, if
faithful, enjoy this happy privilege forever. Oh! who
would give up the Christian’s bhope when such joy
awaits the overcomer. Dear friends, pray that I, too,
may finally wear .
‘A crown of glory bright,

In yonder realms of light,
Prepared for you and me.”

Axgrria J. EpMuxps.
Bedford, Mich.

From Bro. Warren.

Dpar BRETHREN AND SrstrrRs: Let us take cour-
age. Though the enemy of all righteousuess is mus-
tering ali of bis forces against the truth, yet it pros
pers, and will go forth in power if we are only faith-
ful and true to our post. Let us strive with our whole
might to spread the glorious news of the gospel of
Christ and his soon coming. By the mercy of God I
have been trying to lay this blessed truth before the
minds of the people in an adjoining town from this. I
have given some five discourses, and the interest to
hear seems to be very good. Some have confessed
that we have the truth as regards the Sabbath, but
have not yet decided to keep it, but feel anxious to
still hear more qf this Bible-doctrine. Brethren, letus
pray that God’s Spirit may accompany his word, that
it may be as seed sown in good ground. Let us pray
that God will give his messengers strength and wis-
dom from on high, that his truth may go forth con-
quering and to conquer, until the last honest-hearted
one has embraced the truth of the third angel’s mes.
sage.

There are a few of us here in this place who are try-
ing to be overcomers, that we may wear the crown.
Oh! blessed thought. Wear the erown! Brethren
and sisters, fight on a little longer. Soon will the
Master come and call for us. Let us not be ashamed
of Christ or his cause, but let us strive to have on the
wedding garment, that when the Bridegroom cometh,
we may be among his guests and and partake of his
bounty. Yours striving for the kingdom.

Z. C. Wareznx,
Grove Lakes, Minn., Nov. 11, 1867.

From Sister Hiddleson. :

Diar BrerarEN aAND Sisters: I have made up my
mind oncé more to write a few lines for our comforting
paper. I have often been cheered and encouraged by
reading the testimonies of those of like precious faith,
and have often thought if I had the talents that some
have, I would write often for the encouragement of my
brethren and sisters, who are striving to make Heaven
their home, but I feel my unworthiness and incom-
petency for the task, and if I was not deeply impressed
that it was my duty, I would excuse myself by saying,
let those write that ¢an do better than I, but I know
it is the willing and the obedient that shall eat the
good of the land. T want to be one of that number.
Oh! lei us all be awake, for we all have a work to do.
It is true, we may feel it is not much that we can do
in the vineyard of the Liord, but let us remember the

little we can do will be required of us, therefore let
us improve the little talent that is given to us so that
when our Lord comes he may say unto us, Well done,
good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of thy
Lord.
that heavenly land we must work while the day lasts.
I feel that the day is far spent, the night will soon
come, and our work will be done. Jesus will goon
cease pleading for us; then we will see, if we have been
unconcerned about our duty to God'in all things, that
it will be a trying time for ug, I believe that as we
near the end of timo new duties will arise before us
to perform, and the enemy will press hard upon us; he
will try to cause us to movo too fast or too slow; his
plan is to drive us from the narrow path, but faith
and prayer will drive him from us. = Praise God for
his help. My prayer to God is that I may be kept
humble, in my proper lot and place; that I may labor
in the vineyard of the Lord where and when he bids
me. I do want that wisdom that comes from the holy
sanctuary above, that I may know the will of my
Father in Heaven, and perform every act that will be
required of me, that when Jesus comes in the clouds
of heavento receive hig children and take them home,
I may then look up and say, Lo! this is our God;
we have waited for him and he will save us. Unbe-
liever, if these lines are read by you, I ask of you to
stop and consider what you are doing. Time is short.
Youhave but little time to prepare for what is coming
on.the earth; if you want to escape God’'s wrath and
dwell with the righteous on the earth when it is made
new, begin to work for the Lord now. Now is the
accepted time; improve it while you may. Put not
off the day of your return to God, lest you will haveit
to say, The harvest i3 past, the summer is ended, and I
am not saved. Awful will be the condition of the
unbeliever when Jesus comes. DBid unbelief be gone,
Believe what God has said, that whosoever will may
come and partake of the water of life freely. Haste
to the Lord without delay. You have no time to
idle away in foolishness. If you want to obtain a
home in the kingdom of God, begin to pray and exer-
cise faith in God’s word; keep his commandments’and
live, and may this ever ‘be our prayer:

Lord take away our unbelief,

Aund give us more of living faith;

Then we shall gain the realms of bliss,

And forever dwell where Jesus is.

Ldnely and weary pilgrim, be of good courage; the
angels of tbe Lord are ever around us to raise us up
when cast down, and belp us to bear the trials of life.
Our Saviour will soon come. Do not let us begin to
doubt his return, for hethat is to come will come and
will not tarry. Do not let your minds be carried away
from God, and placed upon the world and pride, and
that day overtake you unawares. Let us watch and
be on our guard, that we who have started for Mount
Zion may come off victorious, and finally obtain &
crown of life. It is prepared for us; if we are faith-
ful we shall surely obtain it.

« Affliction and sorrow and death will be o’er,

The saints then unite to be parted no more.

Their loud hallelujahs, fill Heaven’s high dome.
They dwell with their Saviour, forever at home.”

N. HippLEsON.
Clyde, IlL.

From Bro. Smith.

Bro. Smirm: On the 26th inst, & small company of
Snbbath-keepers, assembled here in Blendon, and or+
ganized a church, so far as we conld uqder exigtin‘g
circumstances without the aid of a messenger. Three
iembers were received by letter, and three per vote
of the body. A leader, a clerk, and a treasurer were
chosen. Resolutions were unanimously passed to live

out present truth in toto, also for receiving members, and .

withdrawing fellowship. We also organized systera-
atic benevolence, amounting to thirty-tbree dollarsand
eighty cents per year. o )

We have long been buffeted by the enemy, and have
felt impelled to the course we have taken, lest we
should make shipwreck of our faith. In behalf of this
body, I hereby earnestly appeal to those in authority,
to send hither, at first opporfunity, e messenger, to
perfect our church organization.

AporLrEUS SMITH.

Blendon, Ottawa Co., Mich.

If we want to partake of the glorious fruit of

e
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BE5= We have from the first designed to have the
Bible Class of this church, now conducted by Bro.
/3. M. Aldrich, reported for the Commentary Depart-
ment Qf therlﬁ,evww We were happy last week to see
‘the comimencement of the cxecution of this plan, Bro.
v W, C Gage ha.vmg congented to report the decisions of
the clmss We believe the brethren everywhere, who
are Lni;erested in the study of the Scriptures, will find
this a feature of great interest. In addition to the
usual lesson, as we have not time personally to con-
sider and answer all the questions proposed to us from
abroad, we have decided to submit them to the class
for their conéidéra’tfon and decision. Theexamination
of these questmns constitutes a very interesting exer-
cise, aiid we doubt not the brethren will be interested
to leé,rn the disposition that shall be made of them.
We liavé many questions on hand, some of which the
write:rsihave probably given up all expectation of sce-
ing noticed. We trust they will now be examined in
due time.

~ A SHORT TRIP IN VERMONT.

TuunsDAY evening, Nov. 28, just as I was closing
up a Jo’o on my house, preparatory for winter quarters,
which liad called forth extra physical exertions on my
part, ‘and as I was expecting to take times easier, and
immediately devote a period to rest and to the enjoy-
ment of the society of these from whom I had been
separatdl for “quite a length of time, a letter came to
us from Stows, Vt., informing us that Sr. Edwin
Churchill wag very sick, and greatly desired to have
us call on her in her affliction.

Aceordingly, the next morning, in company with my

¥ brother A. C. and my companion, we started for
Stows, and came as far as Morrigville, where we stop-
ped over night at Bro. Bingham’s (one of our best Ad-
vent hortes in Vermont). We were made welcome, not

only by himself, but alse by Mrs. B., who though she ’

has not made a profession of the preseni truth, has

ever treated ug kindly, and deserves our respect and

gratituds. Hére, also, we met with our aged and be-
v loved Bro. A. Stone, who was on his way to Stowe.

On the Sabbath, we had a profitable meeting with
the church at Stowe. We spoke twice, and the words
spoken were appreciated. We hope that this church
will not be backward in moving forward in every

" braneh of the health reform. Though the health re-
form dbés not {ake the lead in the message, and should
not be, urged rashly, yet it comes in as a mighty help
to develop character. And if God has spoken in re-
gard to it, it is important to act accordingly; else
God does not mean what he says, and he hags spoken
in vain, and it would have been as profitable to the
causge for him not to have said what he has said. We
hope nong are disposed to trific with God.

We found 8r. Churchill quite low, having had a bil-
ious fever, follawed by a relapse, from lack of knowl-
edge in regard to hygienic treatment, the whole cov-
ering about three months. We rejoice that the Re-
former devotes more space for instructions on the
proper treatment of disease. This will doubtless
save many from protracted illness and untimely graves.
We had special seasons of prayer with 8r. (., in which
we enqu@d holy oalmness and the presence of the com-
forting, Spirit. The Lord alone can raise her up.
And we still pray that if it can be for his glory, she
may be spared to her family and to the church. If
she recovexs it will be gradually.

On our way home, we called at Bro. Loveland’s, and
found 8r.-L. and- her son recovering from a siege of
typhoid fever, caused by over-exertion, in watching
over and -attending to the wants of others who were
sick of ‘the same disease. But they were doing well

ge of natural and simple remedies, such as

plenty of “pure air, careful applications of water, rest,
ete. They werenot hinidered by poisonous drugs, and

bad not wholly lost their relish for food. Yet Sr. L.’s

past exertions and sge are against her, and she will

-~

need to be very careful, elge it will be difficult for na-
ture to rally and perform the work of restoration.

It was a feast to us to visit with this dear family,
who were among the first that received the truth in
Vermont, and have freely sacrificed of their means to
advance it. Such are in danger of doing too much for
the relief of others, at the neglect of their own wants
in their old age. To such we would say, with all re-
spect to age and experience, Hold on. God wants
you to live on and enjoy, as well as to lavish on others.

We spent last Sabbath in Quarterly Meeting with
the church in this place, and had a good degree of
freedom in dwelling on the proper use of the tongue.
We are a numerous church, enjoy many privileges,
and a good degree of union;
danger of erring on some points than smaller churches.
We can be more shut up to each other than is meet;
and unless we keep very near the Lord, there is dan-
ger of giving way to worldly-mindedness and worldly
aggrandizement. If we all keep consecrated we can
have a mighty influence for good, but if we suffer our-
selves to backslide on any point, then will our united
influence tell against us individually, and tell against
the cause in a corresponding degree,
¥V We pray that the coming of Bro. and Sr. White, and
“Bro. Andrews among us may prove a blessing to us as
k) church, as well as to the cause in Vermont and
W(anada Bast. To this end we should labor for our-
selves, and suffer the servants of the Lord to move
forward in their work untrammeled, exercising their
own judgment with regard to their health and the
wants of the causec.

In regard to entertaining the brethren from abroad,
we would say, We are able and willing to do it. Yet
let a proper regard to age, health, etc., and tfo giving
all our good brethren in this church the privilege of
cheerfully bearing a part in entertaining you. My
brother tells me that at our last Conference, some of
our good members felt grieved that they had none
from abroad to call on them. D. T. BoURDEAU.

West Enosburg, Vi.

REPORT FROM BRO. MATTESON.

Since November 22 I have been preaching and vis-
iting in this place among the Danes and Norwegians,
There are above one thousand of that class of people
in the place. I obtained the court-honse to hold meet-
ings in. Tt is a very convenient place. This is a new
field. Most of the people belong %0 some church.
Much prejudice exists against the doctrines of the
Bible; and our taith is everywhere spoken against.
The congregation has varied from 40 to 120. I believe
three times that number would come to hear if the
ministers of other churches did not exert such a pow-
erful influence against it. Yet many have been con-
vinced that we have the truth on the Sabbath question,
and o few have commenced to obey the Lord.

One young Methodist sister has stood up boldly for

the truth among the Methodists, which has created
much stir among them, as they considered her one of
the best of their members. The Elder preached last
Sunday evening, on the immortality of the soul. He
had our book on Life and Death and read out of it to
the people. Herecommended all to readit. Itcontains,
said he, such huge errors that every good Methodist
would be scared by reading it.
» T have preached on the same subject in the court-
house since, and mean to continue until it shall be
fairly presented before all who are willing to hear.
I realize that mere argument is not sufficient, though
necessary. It needs much blesging from the Lord to
bring the truth home to hearts so filled with prejudice
and superstition.

Pray for us, that the Lord may continue to bless, and
we be enabled to present the truth in much love, that
the honest in heart may be brought to Jesus and pre-

pared for his glorious appearing.
JorN MATTESON. ¥
* Wis., Dec. 11, 1867,

Racine,

Two laws are more adequate to the regulation of the
whole Christian community than all political institu-
tions togther—namely, the love of God, and that of

our neighbor.— Pascal.

yet we are in greater’
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¢ ° REPORT FROM BRO. RODMAIN.
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Warn I wrote moy last report, T had been here a few
days, and given several discourses. I eontinued held-
ing meetings here nearly every evening until Nov. 20,
with quite an interest to hear. Three more decided
to keep all the commandments of Gtod and the faith of
Jesus. The Lord give them grace, as he most as-
suredly will, to continue in the narrow way, and
stand on the Mount Zion with the Lamb., Others are
convicted of the truth, and I hope will obey the Lord
fully, and so enjoy the great peace those do who love
God’s law, letting nothing stumble them in walking up-
rightly before the Lord.

We labor under some disadvantages here, having to
hold the most of our meetings in private houses. The
rooms being rather small, it is not so easy to speak, or
convenient to hear.

On the 20th, returned home. Found all in good
health. Even Bro. Prange, who had returned from
the West, where he had been to visit his brothers and
recruit in health, is looking much better. In the
three meetings I held with the church here, there ap-
peared to be a reaching out after the Lord. We spoke
to them on the work of self-examination; it was re-
ceived as meat in due season, May it not only be re-
ceived in word, but may the work be entered upon
and continued in with perseverance, until sing that
hinder their growth in grace, and further knowledge
of the truth, shall have all been discovered and put
away, that the Lord may work in them mightily. Sa-
tan has made great effort to destroy the influence of
the Hitle floek here by feeding them upon selfishness and
crowding out the love of God from the hearts of his
dear children, and they have been too willing he
should have his way. Thus their peace has been
greatly disturbed; but I do hope they will be like the
Corinthians, to whom-Paul wrote that they sorrowed
to repentance ; so sorrowed after a godly sort, lead-
ing to carefulness, and a clearing of themselves, that
they grew indignant against sin and its author;
holy fear, and fervent desire, and becoming zeal took
the place of selfishness, and in all things they ap-
proved themselves clear.

Dear brethren and sisters in Ashaw:iy, may Ihave no
cause to regret having boasted of you before others,
Remember, dear brethren, Satan is artful, and will
discourage you in trying te rise if possible, but as you
endeavor to draw nigh to God, remember these words,
¢“Whosoever will, let him come.” There is no power
that can resist the one who is pledged to help us, un-
less we give up to Satan; then do not despair, neither
fret thyself in any wise to do evil; neither let the
love of the world in any of its forms control thee; but
in love serve one another. My prayers shall goup for
you without ceasing. And to the rest of my brethren
in Rhode Island and Connecticut, with whom I have
labored, be strong; I will visit you again before long
Hold fast and press on in the work. Do not shrink
from the crogs. Remember, ¢ Except a man take up
his daily cross and follow me, he cannot be my disci-
ple,” says Jesus. The cross is not, as some suppose,
talking in meeting, but in doing every duty——crucify-
ing the old man with his affections and lusts, and so
having Christ to live in you, willing, and doing his
good pleasure, Nothing short of perfect obedience
rendered by us, is all our duty. It will cost an effort
on our part, but in the strength of the Lord we can
overcome, and he that overcometh shall inherit all
thingg: the city of God and the new earth, with all
their pleasant and glorious accompaniments forever,
I think T hear every one of you say, I must be there,
cost what it will. Well, this is the will of God, so just
submit, and obey all his heavenly will, looking unto
Jesus, who i the author and finisher of our faith, and
you ean be there. -

When I returned home on the 20th, I expected to
attend the Monthly Meeting at Washington, N. H,,
but found it was indefinitely postponed. So after try-
ing to do my duty in Ashaway for a few days, I
started on the 28th for this place again. The interest
is unabated. I preached again last evening in the
hall, showing the work of the Papacy in blaspheming
God, wearing out his people, and attempting to change
times and laws. I have now appointed five meetings
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more. Satan begins {o be disturbed. I hope to be
humble, and be instrumental of good. I trust I shall
have the prayers of my brethren, that the Lord’s work
may prosper in my hands. .

I do not know how long the interest will demand me
to stay here. I hope to stand in the counsel of God.
There is evidently an advance move being made with
God’s remnant people.  Brethren, shall any of us be
left behind? If there is not a taking hold of the work
in faithfulndss, with all our might, the cause of truth
will move on, leaving the worldly-minded to their own
cholcé; then Satan will have them in his snare. How
important then that we have the love of the truth in
our hearts, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
» geason,

My brethren, have you read Testimonies Nos. 11, 12,
and 18? If not, get them and read them at once.
There is reproof and counsel, just such as is needed.
Send on 40 cents to the Office and have them foxr-
warded, or to my address in Ashaway, R. L., as T have
a few to supply the brethren with. I have also most
of our other publications constantly on hand. Sendin
your 6rders, Inform yourselves, and get a knowledge
of the truth, for Satan is very artful, and unless you
ian:rm,yourselves in the truth and obey it, he will en-
spare you in his deceptions; but this need not be, for
the ;Lord has given unto us all things that pertain unto
life'and godliness.

Truth will cost us time and money, but we are
taught to buy the truth and sell it not. Prev. xxiii,
23. What is it that is to save us? Not the love of
fan)ps,a houses, pleasure, dress, or appetite, but the love
of the truth. Then court the influence of that Spirit
that leads into all truth, for if any wman will do His
will he shall know of the doctrine. John vii, 17.
Again, if we continue in his word, we shall know the
truth, and the truth will make us free; then shall we
be hiid disciplés indeed. John viii, 31, 82.

P. C. RopMaN. v’

Pleasantville, N. Y.

.ﬂ%l’mﬁ and Miscellany.,

-

Cap ye not discern the Signs of the Times? Matt. xvi, 8.

N §
—Mount Vesuvius is still sending forth pillars of fire
from the old and newly formed craters, and the dis-
Play is magnificent. There are seven streawms of lava
in full flow. :

—The track of the Central Pacific Railroad is laid
from Cisco to Summit, and through the great tunnel,
over 7,000 feet above the sea. The first passenger car
wert through the tunnel Saturday. On the east side
of the mountains, 24 miles of track are laid, and a
fortnight's open weather will close the gap of six
miles,- making connection with Lower Truckee, 1380
milés éast of Sacramento,

—THE Pope, when visiting & wounded captain in
Rome, saw & musket in his room, and at once asked
whethér it was a Chassepol. On being answered in
thevaiﬁfrma-tive, the Holy Father took the gun in his
hand, examined it with intense interest, and asked to
hgve the mechanism explained to him, What a sub-
Jjeot £6r a picture for the next international exhibition
~—the Pope with the tiara on his head going through
themanual and platooon exercise in a fit of ecsiatic
adniiration of the last great prop of the temporal
power—the fusil Chassepot!

-1t used to take a year to hear from China and
Japan. The mails from China and Japan which left
Yoliohama by the steamship, Great Republic, October
25, vig Wells, Fargo & Co.’s Express, arrived vig
Chieago,lin New York on Thursday. Thisis but forty-
one ditys from Japan, and only fifteen days between San
Francisco and New York.

~—A paper was lately read before a Medical Society in
England containing evidence to prove that the form of
nervous blindness known by the name of amaurosis is
frequently produced by excess in tobaeco smoking,.
The subject was recommended to the serious attention
of the profession.

~~M®. SPURGEON says that for years he has preached
eight .or ten times a week, besides issuing the weekly
sermon, editing the magazine, overseeing the church,
superintending the college, directing the orphanage,
fouiiding new churches, attending commitlees, and 2
thogsand other things; but many signs indicate that
there:must be 8 pause; and he adds: 1 am not less

willing, but I am far less able than I was to serve the
church by preaching.”

—Prince Napoleon isabout leaving Paris for Manza,
in Northern Italy, where he will meet his father-in-
law, King Victor Emanuel.

Kurope.

The Italian Parliament.—Ilorence, Dec. 6.—The ses-
sion of the Italian Parliament opened yesterday. The
Prime Minister, Menabrea, in a speech justified the
action of the government in arresting Garibaldi, and
suppressing his illegal attempt at invasion, but declar-
ed that it was as inconsistent for the temporal power
to exist at Rome, as it would be for a foreign power to
hold possession of Paris.

The Alabama Question.—London, December 6.—The
Times, in an editorial on the correspondence in the
Alabama controversy, says: Lord Stanley is right in
refusing to permit the foreign policy of England to be
reviewed by any foreign power whatever. On all other
points England will gladly meet the United States half
way, as she is thoroughly tired of the discussion.

¢ The St. Thomas Purchase.—London, December 6.—
The Times has an editorial on the subject of the sale
of the Island of St. Thomas to the United States. It
is pleased with the transfer, and hopes the sanitary
measures of the Americans will extinguish the causes
of contagious fevers which are so prevalent in that
Island.

The Roman Question.—Paris, Dec. 6.—In the Corps
Legistatif, yesterday, Minister Rouher made a speech
defending the policy of the Emperor’s government on
the Roman question. He admitted that the unity of
Italy was desirable, but in accomplishing it, Italy
should never go to the extreme of taking possession of
Rome by force. At the close of the debate M. Jules
Favre’s motion for interpcllation of government in Ital-
ian affairs was rejected.

Spain Wauting te Sell Cuba,.—New York, Dec. 6.—
A Havana letter says that, through letters received
from Madrid, it is rumored that ex-Queen Christiana
and Don Romero Navarez are urging the cession of
the Island of Cuba to the United States, for a consid-
eration of about $200,000,000.

Ifaly.—Florence, Dec. 8.—It is reported that Gene-
ral Garibaldi has again disappeared from the Island of
Caprera, and it is feared that another attempt against
Rome will be made by the party of action.

The speech of the French Minister, M. Rouher, in
which he said Italy should net take forcible posses-
sion of Rome, gave rise to an angry discussion in the
Italian Chamber of Deputies yesterday.. Prime Min-
ister Menabrea informed the House that he had asked
the French Government for an explanation of the
speech, and he expected to receive a reply from Paris
by Monday. He added that Italy could only gain pos-
session of Rome with the concurrent consent of France
and other European powers, and that it would be im-
possible to achieve that object by force. At the end
of the debate a vote was taken, and the government
was sustained by a majority of the members.

The Earthquake in St. Themas,—Havana, Dec. 4.—
Forty-seven earthquakes, rapidly succeeding each
other, were felt at St. Thomas on the 20th of Novem-
ber. One shock lasted two minutes. The sea rose 60
feet on the city, and everything was submerged. The
loss of life is enormous, and immense quantities of
merchandise were destroyed. The surviving inhabi-
tants, houseless and destitute, fled to the mountains.
Those that remained are striving by every means to
leave the istand. The steamer La Plata is the only
vessel which has sailed since the calamity, and she left
150 persons behind for want of accommodations. Every
business firm on the island is insolvent, and all the
steamship and other companies have ahandoned it.
No coal is to be had; and the wharves are destroyed.
At the time of the sailing of the steamer, the earth-
quake continued at intervals. The destruction is in-
caleulahle at St. Thomas, and also at Tortola and St.
Croix. Little Saba is a horrible volcano, and nearly
burned to ashes,

Franece.—Parig, Dec. 8.—Fears are entertained here
of a Ministerial crisis, in consequence of the last speech
of M. Rouher on the Roman question in the Corps
Legislatif.

¥"A Congress of American Churches,—The Evangelist,
New_School Presbyterian, mentions that the late move-
ments toward union in the Presbyterian Church and
elsewhere, have led many to look forward to a still
larger union, which should bring into one fold, or at
least into close relations of intercommunion and Chris-
tian fellowship, a number of evangelical churches,
which in time should inciude all the great branches of
Protestant Christendom. As a step in this direction,
the Christian Intelligencer suggested that the evangel-
ical churches in the United States are - approaching a
period in which they might organize a general con-
vention or congress,” composed of duly appointed del-
egates, the same to meet, say once in three years.

The work of this general congress of American
churches would necessarily be changed from time to
time ; but the following arc suggested as features that
would obtain certain degree of permanence:

1. 1t would be charged with the duty of exemplify-
ing the essential unity of the several evangelical de-
nominations, 2, By its fraternal counsels it might
magnify the essentials and minify the non-essentials of
religion. 3. It could concert and recommend plans of
labor, which, if commonly adopted, would harmonize
and consolidate the aggressive efforts of all the churches

| 4. Its deliverances on supreme questions of public mor-

als, could not fail to have large influence, and some-
times check political iniquity when intent upon mis-
chief. 5. It would present a united front against the
adversaries of Church and State, and quicken the pub-
lic conscience when enervated by popular errors and
delusiona.

The Protestant Churchman (Episcopal), in speaking
of the fraternization between the Episcopal and Pres-
byterian clergy, at the late convention in Philadelphia,
says: ¢ The scenes of Thursday and Friday convinced
us that our foes are not those of other evangelical com-
munions; let us then more heartily than ever unite
with them in repelling the assaults of our common
foes—genuine and counterfeited Romanism.” :

Commenting upoun the above, the New York Observ-
er (Old School Presbyterian) says:

“These are words which will awaken a cordial re-
sponse from all in every eommunion who love Christ
and the souls of men more than mere forms and cere-
monies.”

8t. Thomas, West Indies.

*"It appears, though unofficially stated, that the United
States has purchased the island of St. Thomas, West
Indies, ¢ with all the rights, titles, inhabitants, floods,
and hurricanes thereunto pertaining. o

The island of 8i. Thomas, one of the group called the
Virgin Isles, with the isles of St. John and Tortola, a
few miles apart from it, occupies the most convenient
position in the West Indian archipelago for the rendez-
vous of the mail steam-packets and other vessels ply-
ing to and fro between this country and the colonies in
that part of the world. It has an area of only 24
square miles, and a population of only about 15,000 in-
habitants. The soil is sandy and not very fertile.
Only about 2,600 acres are under cultivation, and cot-
ton and sugar-cane are the principal erops. The port
of St. Thomas is its ohief value and attraction; it is
open to the commerce of all nations, and is capable of
‘“floating the navies of the world.”” The port is visited
by about 3,000 vessels annually. Its chief value to the
United States will be as a coal station and rendezvous
for our fleets.—Harper.

The Terrific Storm at St. Thomas.

ONE week from the day of my coming on shore, a fear-
ful hurricane desolated the island; utterly destroying
forty-seven ships—sunk, ashore or capsized, and
drowned over five hundred persons. Our house wag
unroofed, we were wet, and all the furniture destroyed;
no one in our house was injured, though the chimney,
walls, fences and trees, were actually flying through
the air. This dreadful hurricane gave no warning
whatever, but coommenced blowing from the northwest
with utmoest fury, and continued for two hours. Du-
ring this time the distressing spectacle of seven vessels
capsized in an instant by whirlwinds, was within my
own sight. Nearly every soul of the crews remaining
were clinging to the bottoms or to the spars of the
sunken ships. A death-like calm followed, and pre-
vailed for half an hour, during which time several ves-
sels put out boats to save lives. The pilot department
put out two beautiful cutters through a frightful sea,
and had already saved many lives, and the Spanish
man-of-war had all her boats out with forty men and
officers, when the wind shifled in an instant to the
southeast, in such a rush and blinding storm, that all
these unfortunate people were swept at once into eter-
nity. All the ships were sunk, and every wharf and
building on the water’s edge destroyed, and the trees
torn up by the roots, and the suburban residences on:
the hills blown into a million tiny fragments and scat-
tered for mileg over the hillsides. Such a dreadful
scene of ruin no man living, I think, has ever beheld:
This happened on the 29ih, and all day yesterday hun-
dreds of corpses were being taken from the lower har-
hor. Inthe morning, under a cloudless sky, 8t. Thom-
as lay in ruing. Where the day before rode safely at
anchor sixty-seven vessels on the smiling bosom of the
bay, nothing met the eye but a mass of wrecks.

Wunar Gop poEs.—God carries people only when
they cannot walk; he pities our weakness, but not our
sloth., :

A~ ArgumenT.—There is one single faot which one
may oppose to all the wit and argument of infidelity,
viz. : That no man ever on his death-bed repented of
being a Christian.
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The Post Office.

Mz, Ranpary exhibits some interesting figures in
hig report of the operations during the past fiscal year
in the Post-office Department, and no inconsiderable
knowledge of the history of the intercourse of men with
each other, and a knowledge of human nature in the ag-
gregate can be derived from his statistics. His income
amounted to twenty millions, and he has saved more
than seven hundred thousand dollars. Next year,
however, he estimates that it will cost him twenty-two
millions and his receipts will amount to only eighteen
millions, requiring additional appropriations of two mil-
lions and a half. Over three hundred and seventy-one
niilliong. of postage stamps were sold, of the value of
eleven and a half millions of dollars. This is an in-
orease of 65 per cent, over last year. The sale of
stamped envelopes has increased 61 per cent., which is
attributed to the plan of printing upon the envelopes
business. cards and requests to return the letters if un-
called for. The use of this latter class of envelopes

- has largely reduced the number of dead letters. Fifty
millions of them. were used, of which the Department
supplied one-third.

The total amount of mail malter carried is not given.
There are 7,743 mail routes, some of which on an aver-
age carried as much as ten tons daily, others, three
pounds. These routes were 203,245 miles in length,
in, the aggregate. Of this, 84,015 miles were railroad,
ogsting $11.75 a mile; an aggregate annual cost of $3,
812,000 15,094 miles were steamboat, costing annual-
1y $472,206, or about $14.07 a mile. The other routes
were 153,136 miles long, costing, at the rate of $11.65,
five millions of dollars. The aggregate annusl trang-
portation was 78,982,789 miles. * On eighteen railroad
routes there are postal routes extending in the aggre-
gate over 4,435 miles. This cost thirty-five thousand
dbllars ‘more than the old route-agent service, but
twelve, twenty-four, and forty-eight hours are saved,
Jjustifying the increased expenditure. The aggravated
delays of the overland mail are acknowledged, but the
failures are excused on the ground of the Indian troub-
lgs, whieh rendered it impossible to carry through the
mails exceépt by a military escort which could not be
provided every day.

“The establishment of a mail service to China and
of a branch gervice to Yokohama and Shanghai is de-
sgribed, und the details are of much commercial impor-
tance. Two vessels, the Great Republic and the Chi-
na, are already placed upon the line, and two others
are soon'to be added. A great increase of communica-
tion between the two continents is expected, and ree-
ommendations with reference to it are urged by the
Postmaster General. A monthly mail service has been
establisheéd between San Francisco and the Sandwich
Istands, and the government of Venezuela has propoesed
anotlier between the two countries, the expense to be
equally divided between them.

Highteen hundred and eighty-five post-offices have
been establislied during the past year, and 25,163 are
now in operation. About tem thousand (9,744) post-
masters have beenappointed; themajority evidently as
the result of Mr. Johnson’s effort to gain popular sup-
port in favor of his policy. Four thousand resigned
rather than submit, thirty-five hundred were removed,
two hundred and fifteen died, and eighteen hundred
and eighty-five were appointed to the new offices. A
sweeping, expensive, and probably unprofitable change,
for the purpose of gratifying Executive vbstinacy, was
thus foolishly made.

Nine hundred and thirty-four carriers distributed
letters free of charge in forty-seven cities, at an ex-
petise of seven hundred thousand dollars. The post-
age on local matter in New York amounted to $171,
403, the expenses to $151,829, showing a profit of
over twenty thousand dollars.

The méntal peculiarities of the human race are gov-
ersied by:laws almost as invariable as those which reg-
ulste the tides.

Every year it is found that nearly the same num-
ber of persons forget to put stamps on their letters,
misdirect or neglect altogether to direct them, or write
illegibly.. During the past year 4,306,508 letters (do-
mestic and foreign) were consigned to the dead letter
offige’; a decrease of 882,097 from last year, due to the
use of stamped and ‘“request’’ envelopes, and to the
fact that people are gradually learning the necessity of
prépaying their letters. But 448,780 people forgot to
affix 8 stamp, or directed their letters to places having
no-mail service—a decrease of nearly ome hundred
thousand- gince the last report. In large olties and
thigkly populated districts, improved modes of delivery
have served to reduce the aggregate of dead letters.
But three-fourths of them have become so from causes
beyond the control of the Post-office Department, which
cannot compel people to be careful in their address,

- to write legibly, or prevent the personsto whom the
letters arg addressed from changing their residence or
dying without the knowledge of their correspondents.
Of the whole number of such letters more than a mill-
ign.gnd a half have been restored to their writers. The
rest amounting to nearly three millions were destroyed
—~gome probably by accident. A million and a half
were worthless, containing circulars, and gift or lottery

advertisements. The writers of two hundred and fifty
thousaud could not be found, and one million letters
were burned because their writers either faied entirely
to sign their names, or signed thers in an illegible manner !
Twenty-one thousand letiers contained sums of one
dollar or more to the amount of $138,865, while 18,
577 of the writers were lucky enough to have them re-
turned, and were “in pocket” by the amount of $127,
185, Nearly fourteen thousand people each sent less
than a dollar in their letters, to the amount of nearly
four thousand dollars. Ten thousand four hundred
were enabled ¢“to gee theirmoney back ™ to the amount
of thirty-five hundred dollars. Fifty thousand people
used the mails to send photographs and jewelry which
their friends never received ; and thirty-five thousand
of them were gratified or disgusted at getting back
these tokens of aflection. The pictures and jewelry of
the remaining fifteen thousand brought about nine
hundred dollars at public sale. Over five millions of
dolars worth of checks, bills of exchange, deeds and
other papers were vainly sent in twenty-one thousand
letters, and twenty thousand were restored to their
owners. The number of letters sent in envelopes with
8 request to return was 1,677,875, and eighty-four per
cent. of the writers received them ; fully sustaining
the poliey of the free return of such letters. In the
year 1867, 462,279,719 letters were mailed, being an av-
erage of one million three hundred thousand a day, or
one letter to every twenty-three inhabitants; or an
average of over fifteen letters annually to each person
in the United States.

Gross frauds are being perpeirated by the use of the
lithographed fac-simile of the franks of members of
Congress, which are freely used to circulate obscene
books and pioctures, lottery cireulars, business cards,
ete. Unless this is checked, one million of dollars will
be required to tramsport free matter. Mr. Raudall

urges that the law be changed, and that the written sig-

nature of the person entitled to the franking privilege
be required.

The postmaster General anticipates an excess of ex-
penditures over receipts, for some years to come, owing
to the opening up of new territory and the sparseness
of population demanding postal advantages. But he
believes ultimately and at a comparatively early period
that the Department will be a source of revenue.

France.—Paris, Dec. 3.—In the Corps Legislatif,
yesterday, M. Jules Favre delivered a brilliant speech
against the policy of the government on the Roman
question. He attacked French intervention in the
affairs of Italy, and denocunced the sending of the ex-
pedition to Rome as a violation of justice, and injuri-
ous to the interests of France; by force hurt the cause
which it was designed to help, and invelved the gov-
ernment in complications, to escape which it was
obliged to persist in a peolicy of error, to the general
discontent of the country. Instead of assuming all
the responsibility in so grave a matter, he said the
government should have first consulted the Legislature.

Obitnarvy Rotices,

Blesse{l are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.
e

o~

Diev, of dysentery, in Colebrook, Ashtabula Co., O.,
Sept. 24, Bro. Jesse Gleason, in the 68th year of his
age.

Bro. Gleason was convertod to God four years ago
last spring, and embraced the Bible Sabbath immedi-
ately, having obtained light previously on that subject.
From this time he lived a faithful Christian life, his
place always being filled in the house of prayer on the
Sabbath, unless sickness prevented. IHis testimonies
were given with much feeling and godly sincerity.
Among his last words, when asked if he had any mes-
sage to his absent children, were, ¢ Tell them to pre-
pare to meet the Saviour in Heaven, for I shall: be
there.” A. B. UNpERWoOD.

[Py P—

Dizp, in Randolph, Vt., Nov. 8, 1867, of consump-
tion, Ellen F. Camp. daughter of Israel and Irena G.
Camp, aged 15 years and about 8 months. Funeral
discourse by Bro. D. T. livaps, from, ** Wherefore,
comfort one another with these words,”

She lived beloved by all who kmew her, and has left.

a father and mother, and nine brothers. and sisters to
mourn her loss. But we sorrow not as those who have
no hope. She was mild and patient through her se-
vere sufferings. She rejoiced in view of a speedy re
lease, and cf resting in the grave till the morming of
the resurrection.

¢ Asleep in Jesug, oh, how sweet
To be for such a slumber meet;
In holy confidence to rest,
In hope of being ever blest.”

I. G. Came.

\?uhlimtinn Depavtment,

Buy the {ruth, and sell it not: Prov. xxdii, 23,
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The Publishing Association.

The Seventh-day Adventist Publishing Association
wasg incorp/orated in Batile Creek, Mich., May 3, 1861
Its object is to issue ¢ periodicals, books, tracts, docu-
ments, and other publications, caloulated to impart
instruction on Bible truth, especially the fulﬁllmen)t;«of
prophecy, the commandments of God, and the teagh-
ings of Jesus Christ.” Tts capital stock is raiged by
shares at $10 each; and every shareholder is entitled
to one vote in all the deliberations of the Assoéiat‘rion,
for every share that he or she may hold. The As-
gociation lias now & large and well-furnished Office of
publication, ostablished in Battle Creek, Mich., and
employs two steam power presses in carrying on.its
business. A meeting of the stockholders is held each
year, at which a board of trustees is clected to manage
its business, and editors chosen to conduet ils period-
icals, till the ensuing meeoting. All persons employed
in the publishing department, are engaged at stipula-
ted wages, and all profits aceruing from the business,
are strictly applied by the Association to the carrying
out of the object of its formation, and to its charitable
uses and purposes. All lovers of truth, who ‘“keép
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,”

are still invited to take shares in the Asscciation, and
have a voice in all its deliberations. ‘

The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald

Is a large sixteen-page religious family paper, issued
weekly by the 8. D. A. Pub. Association, and devoted
to an earnest investigation of all Bible questions. It
is designed to be an cxponent of momentous and sol-
emn truths pertaining to the present time, some of
which are set forth by no other periodical in the land.
The fulfillment of prophecy, the second personal ad-
vent of the Saviour a8 an event now near at hand, and
mortality through Christ alone, a change of heart
through the operation of the Ioly Spirit, the observ-
ance of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, the
divinity and mediatorinl work of Christ, and the de-
velopment of a holy character by obedience to the per-
fect and holy law of God, as embodied in the deca-
logue, are among its special themes. And while it
will endeavor to present impartially both sides of all
important questions, it has s definite theory to teach-
and hence will not devote its space to an indigerinei-
nate and aimless mass of conflicting sentiments and
views.

Regular price, $3,00 per year, or $1,50 for a volume
of 26 numbers. On trial for six months $1.00. No sub-
scriptions taken for less than six months. To the wor-
thy poor—free, by their reporting themselves and re-
questing its comtinuance, once in six months. The
friends of the Review are invited to earnest and un-
ceasing efforts fo extend its eirculation. :

The Youilh’s Instructor

Is a monthly sheet, published as above, and designed
to be to the youth and children what the Review and
erald ig to those of riper years. You who wish to
see your children instructed in the great truths which
80 interest you, will here find a sheet in which these.
things are set forth in a plain and interesting manner,
free from the popular fables and errors of the age, It
should not only visit regularly every youth and child.
who professes to be a follower of Jesus, but should be
taken and read in every Sabbath-keeping family.
Don’t forget the children. See that they have the In-
gtructor. Terms, 25 cts. per year in advance.

The Health Reformer.

This is the title of a monthly health journal, ¢ de-
voted to an exposition of the laws of our being, and
the application of those laws in the preservation of,
health and the treatment of disease.”” It is an earnest
advocate of the true philosophy of life, the only ra-
tional method of treating disease, and the bestmeans
of preserving health. Practical instructions will, be
given from month to month relative to water, air,
light, food, sleep, rest, recreation, &¢. Health, its re-
covery and preservation, is a subjeet of world-wide
interest, whatever may be a person’s temets in other
respects ; and to this the Reformer will be exclusively-
devoted. Edited by H. 8. Lay, m. p., Managing Phy--
sician of the Health-Reform Institute. Terms $1.00
in advance for a volume of twelve numbers. Address
Dr. H. S. Lay, Battle Creek, Mich.

The Sabbath Question
Is becoming a theme of wide-spread and absorbing in-
terest, To those who wish to give the subject a thor-
ough investigation, we recommend the History of the:
Babbath. As a work setting forth a connected Bible
view of the Sabbath question, its history since the
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Christian era, and the different steps by which the hu-
man ingtitution of the first day of the week has usurp-
ed the place of the Bible institution of the seventh day,
it is unsurpassed by any publication extant. Between
two and three hundred quotations from history are
given, to each of which is appended a full reference to
the authority from which it is taken. It is replete
with facts and arguments which challenge denial or
refutation. Other works on this subject, from the pen-
ny tract to the largest size pamphlet, will be found
noticed-in our book list. There is no other Bible sub-
jeot upon which a more extensive misunderstanding
exists, than upon the Sabbath question. Circulate the
books, ‘and spread abroad the light on this subject.

The Second Advent,

The works upon this important subject to which we
would call especial attemtion, are, The Prophecy of
Daniel, The Sanctuary and 2300 Days, and The Three
Messages of Rev. xiv. The first gives an exposition
of thie plain and thrilling prophecies of Daniel ii, vii,
and viii, showing from the course of empire that the
God of Heaven is about to set up hig kingdom. The
Sandtuary question is the great central subject of the
plan of salvatioh, and yet there are but few, compar-
atively, who have any acquaintance with it. It gives
a new interest to a great part of the Bible, leadsto an
_ intelligent view of the position and work of Christ as
- our great High Priest in Heaven, completely explains
the past Advent movement, and shows clearly our po-

_sitioni ih.propheoy and the world’shistory. The three
messages bring to view present duty, and future peril.
é&ll ih‘ d read these books, and ponder well their
eac : o .

- -Fmmortality through Christ Alone.

We onll the special attention of the reader to the
subjects of the nature of man, his condition in death,
- and the destiny of the wicked. More than ordinary
importance attaches to these subjects, at the present
time. We would confidently recommend to all a thor-
 ough reading of the work by H. H. Dobney entitled,
* Future Punishment, as advertised in our book list.
- The reader will find it a work exhaustive in its inves-
" tigations, and remarkable for its candor, and the

strength and.clearness of its reasoning. Which ? Mor-
- tal oy Immortal ? iz a lower-priced and more-condensed
" work on the same subjects. While ¢ The End of the
", Wicked,”” and the one, two and three cent tracts may
. be found. sufficient to awaken interest with those who
would not commence with larger works.

Packages of Tracts.

. For the copvenience of those who may wish to pur-
chasp books for genbral circulation, we have put up
ASVOB! aekges-of tracts in two sizes, which we will

soRtatl packpges of |
© gend; p%ét—pa.iﬁ%t b0¢., and $1.00, respectively.

.The:80c package contains Sabbath Tracts Nos. 1,
2, and’3, End of Wicked, Mark of Beast, Sin of
- Witcheraft, Objections to Second Advent, answered,
" Death -and Burial, Positive Iustitutions, Much in
_ Little, Truth, Preach the Word, Law by Wesley, and

Miscellany. ,

The ‘$1.00, package contains The Three Messages,
Whigh, Mortal or Immortal? Prophecy of Daniel,
- Saints Inheritance, Signs of Times, Seven Trumpets,
. Celestial R. R., Perpetuity of Spritual Gifts, Seripture
- Riferenices, Wicked Dead, Sabbath by Elihu, Infidel-
", ity and Spiritaalism, War and Sealing, Who Changed
"' Sablath, Séven Reasons for Sunday-keeping Examin-
 ed, Ingtitution of Sabbath, Thoughts for the Candid,
. Appeal to men of reason, Personality of God, Seven
. Sealg, and Time Lost. .

- .Thoge who order these packages, save their postage.
-~ We cannot too strongly urge upon all the circulation
.1 of our“priblications, books and papers. Many, now re-
. joleing in the truth, can attribute their first interest in
> these things to these silent preachers; while in some

instanées they have opened the way for the formation
" of well established and flourishing churches.

Our Book List.
—THOUGHTS ON THE REVELATION, a volume

of 328 pages, containing {he entire text of the book of Revelation,
with Thoughts €ritical and Practical on the same. A new and har-

| : monious interpretation of the prophecy. Cloth, $1.00, weight 12 oz.

. —THE HISTORY OF THE SABBATH, and First

- Day of the Week, showing the Bible Record of the Sabbath, and the

' manner in which it.has been supplanted by the Heathen Festival o
the Si p. 342."» qutth, ISch,_ weight, 12 oz. )

. —FUTURE PUNISHMENT, by H. H. Dobney, a
- Baptigt Ministerof England, An elaborate argument on the destiny
| of the I(;ked; with an Appendix containirg “The State of the

a,” yjpl;n Q.’(iltpu. Cloth, 75¢., 16 oz.

RITUAL GIFTS, VOL. I; or, the Great Con-
tween the forces of Christ and Satan, as shown in Vision.
oth, §0c., 8 oz,

RITUAL GIFTS, VOL. II; or the Experi-
Views of B, G: White, with Incidents that have occurred in
on with the Third Angel’s Message., pp. 300. Cioth, 60c.,
- 80m ~Vn.1umes I.& XX bound in one book,% 1,005 12 oz.

- ~—SPIRITUAL GIFTS, VOL. III; or, Facts of
1 ngﬂ;jn{connect,ion, with the lilatory of holy Men of Old, as shown in

. Visior. .pp. 304, Cloth, 60c., »>3.
| —SPIRITUAL GIFTH, VOL. IV; or Facts of Faith
gontiuued, and Testimonies for the Church. pp. 220. Cloth, 60c.,
;8 om,

—SABBATH READINGS ; or, Moral and Religious
Stories for the Young, from which the popular errors of the age are
carefully excluded. pp.400. In ono volume, cloth, 60c., 8 oz. In
five pamphlets, 50c., 8 0z. In twenty-five tracts, 40c., 8 oz.

—HOW TO LIVE, treating on Disease and its
Causes, and all subjects connected with healthful living. An impor-
tant work. pp. 400. Cloth $1,00, 12 oz. In pamphlet form, 76¢., 10 oz.

—APPEAL TO THE YOUTH: The Sickness and

Death of H N. White; with his Mother’s Letters. Bxcellent in-
structions fur both youth and parents. Cloth, 40c., 8 oz, Paper, 2.c.,
2 oz. Without likeness, 10c., 2 oz.

—THE BIBLE FROM HEAVEN; or, a Disserta-

tion on the Evidences of Christianity. 80c., 5 oz.
—BOTH SIDES: A series of articles from T. M.

Preble, on the Sabbath and Law, Reviewed. 20c., 4 0z.

THE MINISTRATION OF ANGELS, and the or-
igin, History and Destiny of Satan. This is & new and interesting
worlk; being-a clear and forcible argument, and showing all that
the title imports. 20c., 4 oz. X .

—SANCTIFICATION, or Living Holiness. Many
common mistakes on this important suhject, corrected. One of the
best works ever publi<hed on this subject. 15¢, 4 0z.

—THE THREE MESSAGES of Rev. xiv, especi-
ally the Third Angel's Message, and Two-horned Beast. 15c¢., 4 0z.

—THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL; or, Immortal-
ity the Gift of God, and the State of Mau in Death. 1bc., 4 oz

—WHICH? MORTAL, OR IMMORTAL? or, An
Inguiry into the Present Constitntion and Future Condition of Man.
Third Bditiou 15c¢., 4 oz.

—MODERN SPIRITUALISM: Its Nature and
Tendency. The Heresy condemued from the months of its own ad-
vocates Third edition, revised and enlarged. 20c., 5 0z.

—THE KINGDOM OF GOD: The Time and Man-
ner of its Establisbment. A Refutation of the doctrine called, Age
to Come. 15c¢,, 4 oz.

—MIRACULOUS POWERS. The Scripture testi-
mony on the Perpetuity of Spiritual Gifts, illustrated by Narratives
of Incidents that have trauspired all through the Gospel Dispensa-
tion, 16c., 4 0z -

-~ APPEAL TO MOTHERS, on the Great Cause

of the physical, mental, and moral, ruin of many of the Children of

our time. 10c.. 2 oz.
—REVIEW OF SEYMOUR. His fifty ¢ Unan-
swerable Questions” on the fabbath Qnestion, Answered. 1¢c., 3 oz.

—THE PROPHECY OF DANIEL. An Exposition
of the Prophecy of the Four Kingdoms, the Sanctuary and the 2350
Days, Dan. ii, vii, & viii. 1iCc, 3 oz.

—THE SAINTS INHERITANCE, shown to be
the kingdom under the whole heaven, in the Earth made New.
10c, 3 oz.

—B8IGNS OF THE TIMES, in the Moral, Physi-
cal, and Political Worlds, showing that the Coming of Christ isat the
Door. 10c., 3 oz.

—THE LAW OF GOD, its Observance from Cre-
ation, its inmutability and Perpetuity. proved from the testimony
of the Old and New Testaments. 10c, 3 oz.

—VINDICATION OF THI TRUE SABBATH, by
J W. Morton, late Missionary of the Reformed Presbyterian Church
to Hayti; with a Narrative of the Author’s Personal Experience, of
thrilling interest. 10c., 3 0z.

—REVIEW OF SPRINGER, on the Sabbath and
Law. 10c, 3oz R

—BAPTISM, Its Nature, Subjects, & Design.
10c., 8 oz.

—~THE COMMANDMENT to Restore and Build
Jerusalem. A conclusive argument that jt is to be dated from the
7th year of Artaxcrxes, B C.457 Just tho book for these days of
wild conjecture on the prophetic periods. 10c, 2 oz.

—THE SEVEN TRUMPETS: An Exposition of
Revelation viii and ix. A New Edition, thoroughly revised and en-
farged. 10c., 2 oz.

—KEY TO THE CHART. An Explanation of
all the symbols illustrated upon the Prophetic Chart. 10c, 2 oz.

—THE SANCTUARY, and 2300 Days of Daniel
viil, 14; its Cleansing and the time of its accomplishment. 10c., 2 0z,

—THE CELESTIAL RAILROAD, a most happy
exposure of the inconsistencies of popular religion. A new edition
revised. and adapted to the present time. 4c, loz.

—THE SABBATH OF THE LORD: A Discourse
by J. M. Aldrich. &c., 2 0z.
—THE END OF THE WICKED. bec., 1 oz.

—MATTHEW XXIV: A Brief Exposition of the
Chapter, showing that Christ is at the Door. 5¢., 2 0z.

—MARK OF THE BEAST, and Seal of the Liv-

ing God; showing how we may avoid the one, and secure the other,

5¢, 1 oz,

—THE SABBATIC INSTITUTION, and Two
Laws; showing when the Sabbath was Instituted, and the plain
distinction between the Moral and Ceremonial Laws. 5¢., 1 oz,

—BIBLE STUDENT’S ASSISTANT: A compend
of Scripture References on Important Subjects. 5c, 1 oz.

—AN APPEAL for the Restoration of the Sab-
bathl: An Address from the Seventh-day to the First-day Baptists.
5¢,y 1 07,

—REVIEW OF FILLIO, on the Sabbath Ques-
tion. &c., 1 oz.

—MILTON on the State of the Dead. bc., 1 0z.
—EXPERIENCE of ¥. G. Brown on Second Ad-

vent. 5c., 1oz,
—SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE, An Address,
&c, e, 1o

Z.
—THE SECOND ADVENT: Sixteen Short An-
swers to Sixteen Common Objections. 4e., 1 oz.
—SAMUEL AND THE WITCH OF ENDOR; an
exposition of this remarkable portion of Scripture, showing thestate
of the dead, and the sin of witcheraft. 4c., 1 oz,

Tracts in Other Languages.
—LIV 0G DOD: «Life and Death;” a work in

Danish, on the Nature of Man, the Saints’ Inheritance, and the Des-
tiny of the Wicked. 280 pp., paper cover, 40c., weight 12 oz.
—THE BIBLE STUDENT’S ASSISTANT, in Dan-
ish. A work on the plan of the Assistant in Bnglish, containing
scripture references on a variety of subjects, adapted to the Danish
Bible. &c., 1oz,
—FORTY QUESTIONS ON IMMORTALITY, in

Danish. 2c., 1 oz.

—THE SABBATH, Its Nature and Obligation, in
German, 10c, 2 vz. 'The Sabbath, in Holland. 5c¢, 1 cz. In French.
5¢.,1 0z, In Danish 10c.,1 0z

—AN EXPOSITION of Dan. ii and vii, in French.
5¢t, 1 oz, .
One-Cent Tracts.
—THE SEVEN SEALS: An Exposition of Rev. vi.
—THE TWO LAWS. The Distinction shown be-

tween thom.

—PERSONALITY OF GOD.
disproved

—THE LAW of God, the Ten Commandments by
John Wesley.

—APPEAL to Men of Reason on Immortality.

—THOUGHTS for the Candid on the Nature of

Man,
—S8TATE OF THE DEAD, Brief Thoughts. "Au-
thor unknown.
—TIME LOST; or Old and New Style Explained.
—WHAT IS TRUTH? A series of Questios and
Answers relative to tho subject of Immortality, - - . - . .
—THE HEAVENLY MERTING; a thrilling rhap-
sody on the joy of the saint as he first mects his Saviour and the
heavenly host, '

A popular error

Two-Cent Tracts.
—GEOLOGY AND THE BIBLE; or a Pre-Adamic

age of our world doubtful; showing that no true claims of Geology
are against Bible facts.
~—SUNDAY-KEEPING.
amnined and refuted.
—THE SABBATH : The time of its Institution.
—THE. SABBATH: A stirring Argument by Elihu.
—INFIDELITY and Spiritaalism, shown to be of
like character. ' 0
—WAR and the Sealing, an Exposition of Rev. vii.
—WHO CHANGED the Sabbath? Roman Cath-
olic Testimony., :
—PREACH THE WORD: An Argument for the
Sabbath. .
—DEATH AND BURIAL; or, Scriptural Baptism.
—MUCH IN LITTLE: A Collection ‘of Choice Ex-
tracts on eternal misery. :
—TRUTH. .
—POSITIVE INSTITUTIONS;

Claims.

The reasons for it ex-

their Nature and

Three-Cent Tracts.
—THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY, popular

objections to this scriptural doctrine briefly considered. This thor-
ough little treatice removes in & masterly manner the difficurties
supposed to lie in the way of the resurrection of the identical matter
that goes into the grave.

~THE LAW of God, By H. H, DOBNEY, Eng-
land.
—JUDSON’S LETTER ON DRESS: An appesl

to the female members of the Christlan churches ofthe United States.
—SCRIPTURE REFERENCES. Same as B. 8.
Asgsistant without cover .

—MARK of the Beast, and Seal of the Living God.

—SPIRITUAL GIFTS: An Argument to show
that the Gifts set in the Chwrch, 1 Cor, xii, Eph. iv, &c., were to
continue to the end of time. . .

—THE WICKED DEAD: A thorough and Secrip-
tural Exposition of the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.

o . Charts. .
—THE LAW OF GOD on a Chart of a size to be

used by Preachers, varnished and mounted, $2 00. .
—THE PROPHECIES of Daniel afid John, illus-
tra’ed upon a Chnat, to be used by Preachers, varnished and mounted,
$260 The two Charts with Key, $100. The two printed on cloth,
%Vz'ﬂ% Key, $3.00. The two on cloth without rollers, by mail, postpaid, -
27,

~—8MALL CHART. A DPictorial Illustration of
the Visions of Daniel and John, on paper 20 by 256 inches. Price
15¢. by mail, postpaid.
Postage.

The law requires the prepayment of postage on
books as follows: Bound Books, four cents for each
four ounces or fractional part thereof; Pamphlets and
Tracts, two cents for each four ounces or fractional
part thereof. In the foregoing list, the weight of each
book is given in connection with, the price; and al
who order books can estimate the amount of postage
required, which should invariably be sent with the
order, in addition to the price of .the:books.. Thus,
two 2 0z. books can be sent for the same pogtage as
one: or four 1 oz. books for the same postage as one,
two or three of the same kind and so on.

Address.

All communications in reference to the Publishing
Association, the Review, Instructor, and any of the
foregoing books, should be addressed to J. M. Al-
drich, Battle Creek, Mich. All business pertaining
to the Health Reform Institute, or Health Reformer,
should be addressed to Dr. H. 8. Lay, Battle Creek,
Mich.

Form of Bequest.

Important bequests are frequently lost to the Associa-
tion through informality. Those who wish to will
property to the Association to be devoted to the spread
of the truth, should adopt the following form of be-

uest :
a «Ibequeath to my executor (or-executors) the sum
of dollars in trust, to pay the same in days
after my decease, to the Seventh-day Adventist Pub-
lishing Association, located in the city of Battle Creek,
Michigan, to be applied by the Trustees of that. Cor-
poration, to its charitable uses and purposes.””

Three witnesses should state that the testator dsclared this to be

his last will and testament, and that they signed it at his request,
and in his presence and in the presence of each other.
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E@“PT‘HIS number ocontains some reports from la-
borers in the harvest-field which are truly encour-
aging. From no quarter have we now any discour-
Joging word. We had hoped ere this paper went
/ to preds, to receive & report from Bro, White of the

_progress of the cause in Maine. A business note from
V' Bro. Andyews informs us that matters dre moving well
there.

. 2
C S ? o

WNote from Bro. Dorcas.

1 desirgto bear my iestifnony also to the good work
+ socomplished by theilate visit of Bro. and sister White
to our State. T have no doubt of the good provi-
dence of ({tod in having them come just when they did,
v before '.l,‘ebtimony No. 13 came to hand, How truethe
word, that ¢all things work together for good to them
that love God to them that are the called according to
his purpose.” How great a work was the building of
- the ark. If it would not save the world, it would save
" the obedient. 8o, also, the work of the third angel’s
message. Jesse Dorcas. v
C’edar C’o

lowa.

THANKS FOR LABOR. L

I wisi to expPess through the Review my gratitude

to the messengers for their labors in Gratiot eounty
this season, as it hag turned out quite different from
what I antjcipated when at the Conference last spring.
I oould see that § { T Was much to do and but few to
work ;- and-a hasty “vidit seemed to be all that we could
expect, E‘lx(&hgh olrcumsmnces in Alma were such as to
reqmre qure care than could be thus bestowed.
- But.we Kave been favored with a vieit from Bro.
"‘JBymgtou i June, and Bro. and sister White at Ithaca
7 in August; accompsnied by Bro. and sister Strong,
who remained a number of weeks, the most of which
time they spent with us in Alma, we trust very much
to our proﬁt

These visiting brethren and sisters need no com-
mendation from us. The promptitnde with which
they test&ﬁed &gatnat wrongs was & rebnke to us for
our t1m1d1t¥ and T trust will make us more careful by
our walk-and conversation to reprove sin and encour-
age rightebusness.

While Bro. Strong was with us, some started in the
truth, some- difficulties were settled, the most encour-
aged, and one was: disfellowshipped. I would say to
all who: hay . avail themselves of the benefit of her
labors, that sister Strong was a great help to the
sisters just starting out in the health and dress re-
forms, in which they have made good progress.

Iam heartlly in favor of all the reforms adopted by
our people ;; yet I think there is great danger with some

<

carry the idea thdt our religion consisted in wearing
short dresses and eating graham bread.

As some of our'sisters who have unbelieving hus-
bands and others who are slow to take hold of things
that are new, may be somewhat sensitive, I think we
should be ¥very careful and not treat the subject of
dress reform as a religious test, or as being of as much
importance as the Sabbath. This is in harmeny with
Testimony No. 12, page 86. Let us while walking out
in the truth-and adopting the reforms, put on Christ’s
righteoustiess, the gurments of salvation, and be clothed
with hnmility ; then will our bread be that which
ocsme down from Heaven, which if we eat we shall
never die. FraAncis Nerson.,

Gratiot Co., Mich.

) 4

e i “al
V THE NEED OF REVELATION. o

Every ratjonal mind must scknowledge the need of
revelation; #Almost daily we bear loved ones to the
churchyarﬂ ‘and as we fold the still hands over the
pulseless bosom, and close the eyes from which the
light hag died out, we yearn to know when we shall
meet them again, or if ever. As we send our thoughts

of their talking of the reforms in a manner that would.,

into the future, they return to us from over the wide

waste of waters, weary-winged, and bearing to us no
olive-braach, or tidings of the life to come. We are a

class of intelligences, yet we strive in vain to demon-

strate a_tryth-throwing light on the hereafter. Alas!
our-dullken may not pass the portals of the ‘tomb.
We search in vain through nature for a knowledge of
futurity. If we ask the bright sun as he threads the
upper deep, casting a glorious-flood of light upon us,
he gives back no reply. If we ask the pale moon that
nightly erosses the heavens, her pale effulgence brings
us no light respecting the misty future. Ask we the
stars that nightly vigils keep, no whisper comes to
answer our \i‘nquiryv. 1f we ask our own heart, it is
deceitful, and allures us with hopes ag unreal and illu-
sive a8 o desert mirage. Between us and the eternal
years of God is a gulf that mortal feet can never cross,
an obscurity that mortal eyes cannot picrce; hence, if
we would know of the future, God must communicate it
to us, or delegatc a meszenger from the world unseen.
This he has done in the Bible. There and there only
can we gain a knowledge from the other world; for it
must emanate from the other world if genuine, and not
through any sgency initiated in this. Suppose that
infidelity was true, resting, as it does, its faith upon a
broad negation, what would be gained by becoming s
deist ? Nothiug, and worse than nothing. The horizon
bends closely around the earth, and through the dark-
negs we should strive in vain to behold emerging life
beyond the tomb. If, for a moment, they see an evan-
escent light purporting to dispel the shadows of futur-
ity, it is as unreal as the dreams that haunt their
slumbers. Look at the death-bed of the infidel. - Oh!
what terrors surround it. The trembling, unprepared
soul entering a region blacker than Egyptian mid-
night. No ray of hope pierces the Stygian gloom to
light the glazing eye, or cheer the failing heart. I can
never, never, NEVER, accept the faith of the infidel.
Truly, the infidel is upon & wide sea without rudder or
compass. The Bible comes to us a messenger of hope,
ministering to our necessities. In it we find holiness
that is perfect, love that is God-like. To me the inter-
nal evidence of the Bible is stronger than its exter-
nal, though the external evidence would prove it a sure
foundation upon which to base faith. Every fulfilled
prophecy is a proof of its infallibility. The testimony
of writers living in different ages harmonizing is evi-
dence of its veracity. The pure and holy doctrines
taught by it is proof of its divinity. I will not moot
the question of its inspiration. In following its teach-
ings I have found peace that floweth like a river, and
for which I have sought in vain in the muddy waters
of infidelity. L. D. SaNTER. *

"Tue New CoveNast.—<I will put my laws into
their minds, and write them in their hearts,” A man
who has the law of God in his heart, will not speak
against it with his mouth. = D. M. C. v

4 ’:‘J
.

) Strong in the Faith.

7 —
Bro. H. 8. Gurxuy writes from Memphis, Mich.: I
almost thought it impossible that my faith in the
work coull be any stronger than it has been;
but I must acknowledge that sinee the council at
Battle Creek, this fall, my mind has been fortified
against the wiles of the enemy. I rejoice that the
work of the Lord is onward to victory. I hope to keep
Jjust right, moving out in all the preparatory work for
the Lord’s coming. I view it too late to seek refuges
from reproach by connections with the world. If the
Lord be God, serve him. Thus we may have power to
flee to the Stronghold for refuge and find our Saviour
near in the time of trouble. V

Myself and wife are trying to live the health reform
according te all the instructions given, and trust we
shall be an example to others. We want to be ready
for the nextstep on the ladder that leads from earth to
Heaven.

Oh! that I could see greater effort in moving out in
present truth, which points out duties to be performed
now. Otherwise we break the chain of preparation,
and are liable to fall.

The way is not too strait. We need reforming, and
shall we neglect the work because it is unpopular, and

consequently reproached? No! The angel is going
before us; we must follow, or darkness will come and
we be leoft to fall. I am determined that no earthly
interést shall stand in my way. Oh'! with what care |
ghould we examine our motives, and take every step
with the greatest concern, lest what we hear will slip
by, and we be left unprepared.

Qppointments,

—~

And a8 ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven ig at hand.

. PR PR

Oxn account of the ill-health- of sister Palmer, the
next Monthly Meeting of the brethren in.Tompkins,
Parma, Jackson, and Leslie, will be held at Tompkms
the first Sabbath in Janunr

By order of t,he Chureh : /
L D. Vax Horx.
——r

Trr next Quarterly Meeting of the Lisbon, Anna-

mosa, and Marion churches, will be held at Marion,

lowa, on Sabbath and first~-day, the 4th and 5th of
January 1868,

A. W. Cumminas, Church Clerk.
—— s 3
ProvipeNgE permltt,mg, I will meet with the church |§

in Parkville, Mich., Sabbath snd first-day, Dec, 21 /%

and 22. Joun Byiwgrox. /
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Rom. xii, 11

pes= IMPORTANT PUBLICATIONS! See Cara-

LOGUE inside,

Businesg Notes,

¥. H. MagrsgaLL.
from?

A Swmrrn. We have not the blank books you wish.
Forward Conference Funds to'this Office.

P. C RoomaN., We are out of Hymn Books.

Wwmo s 1r? Some one writes from West Winfield, Mich.,
inclosing seventy-five cents for the Review for thres
months, but gives no name.

RECEBIPTS.
For Review and Herald,

Annexed to oach receipt in the following list, is the Volume and Num-~
ber of the RuviEw & HERrALD MO which the money receipted pays,—
which should eorrespond with the Numbers on the Pasters, If money for
the paper is not in due time acknowledged immediate notice of the omis~
sion should then be given.

$1.00. John Do Ghraw 81-1, B P Bartlett 29-1, ¢ B Whitford
32-1, W M Elwell 32-1, G McDale 32-1, A Olmstead 32—-1, J A Canon
32—1 H Mosley 32-1, E Blakeslee 321 H Anway 29-1, B Chnte
32- 1, 8 Comfort 32-1, Gr Merriam 32-1.
$1.50. RT Puyne 82-1, David Varner 82-1, L Martin 32-1, A
Shepard 31-1, C L Sweet 31-14, Mrs B Slocum 32—-1 J N Smith 32—1,
Royal Peck 82-1, C Weed 32-1, J Hansen 321, John Emery 30-14, ¥
Gould 32-1. R @& Lockwuod 32 1, A McAllaster 32-1, F C Castle 321,
Mrs J meth 82-1, Maria Carter 321,
CR O%den 329, M Wilcox 311, G Thew 31-9, A H
olser 81.5, "B Dow 32-9, D Stront 2nd 3821, EL

Where shall we change your paper

/

Barnes 82 18, W B
‘White 32-9.

$3.00. N Hodges 83-1, ¥ Hurd 83-1, D 8 Ames 33-15, G White
32-18, N Jones 38-1, P Atvord 33-1, B Lobdell 831, C Ve,n Horn 83-1,
LT Henry 88-1, Hem‘y Moore 33- 1 R Hoag 88-1, 14' W Mace 33-1, H
N Bates 334, H Swartout 32- 1, A Galdwell 32-10 Xlias Sanford 31- 14,
B Vandenburg 82-21,C'W 01ds 38 1, B A Seal 83 1 ‘Wm Carthy 33-1,
P Taber 81-1, D McA!pme 331, T Demmon 38-1, W Cottrell 33 -1, HH
Bramhall 38- 1.

Miscellaneous. Russell Holton $5.00 81-1, G W Parker 475
38.1, M A Wolcott 2.15 83-1, J A Loughhead '6.00 341, R Hardy
5,00'32- -16, Anna H Hale 8,66 ‘841, ACO Reilly Tbe, 80—17 A Wood-
ruff .00 34-9, J W Blake 1.75 82- f H Hunter 4,50 34-1, J Iden 4.50
32-16, M Dow 5 00 32-14, M 8 Ilieh 8.32, 32-1, J C Walton 36c 31-1, J
L Hobart 5 00 32-14,

For Review to the Poor.
F W Mace 1 50.
To make up Advance Credits.
F M Gulick 25¢, J A Loughhead 50c, Anna H Hale 1.00.

Donations to Publishing .Association.
Mrs E D Scott $5.00, Rosannah Bisbee 10.00.
Cash Received on Acconnt,
John Matteson $5.00, H Phelps 8.50, H W Lawrence ¥
17.00.
Books Sent By Mail,
R Horton 15¢, A M DeGraw 85¢, R T Payne 500, CR
Ogden 85¢, Lydia M Locke $1.25, ’% C Warren 250 FH
M%rshall 12¢, M Wilcox 4.75, P Holcomb 2, 25, S D Heady
1.09, P Alyord 1. 12, John ¢ Revell 25c, A L Eliis 80c, P
O Rodman 78c, LB "Millne 1, 50, OJ Doty 2.00, L Martin
16c, J H Burlmgame 2.00, R C ‘Baker 2. 00, A ¢ Raymond
25¢, R Bigbee, 1.00, W E "Wilkinson 5c, David Honeywell
1. 2a S Babcock 15¢, Jane Mullen 150, H N Bates 50c
bmalley 15c, Anna H Hale 52c, Maj W'D Hale 1.12, D Ma,-
lin 25¢, A Caldwell 2.00, A ‘/IcA]l:ster 25¢, Mrs H Anwa,
15¢, W Bolser 15¢, Sally Taber 1.00, A W Smith 15¢, H
Gray 15¢, N Grant 50c,” L A Bramhall 53¢, J ¢ Revell 25c.

To Publish Tracts for Gratuitous Circulation,
Margaret A Rust 85c, Mary S Irish 68c.
Michigan Conference Fund,

Receivep ¥rom CHuRcHES. OChurch at Wright $100.00,
Jackson 80.00, Colon 9.00,




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

