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RAISED IN GLORY.

A seed thund 1n the hand of a mummy two thousand
~ears ¢ld, when planted, bloomed into a beautiful lower.

Two thousand years ago, a flower
Bloomed brightly in a far-off land ;
Two thousand years ago its seed
Was placed within a dead man’s hand.

Before the Saviour came to earth,

That man had lived and toiled and died ;
And even in that far-off time

That tiower had shed its perfume wide.

Suns rose and set, years came and went ;
The dead had kept its treasure well.

Nations were born and turned to dust,
While life was hidden in that shell.

‘The senseless hand is robbed at last ;
The seed is buried in the earth ;

When lo ! the life long sleeping there
Into a lovely flower bursts forth.

Just such a plant as that which grew,
From such a seed when buried low—
Just such a flower in Egypt bloomed,
And died two thousand years ago.
TOHE GHA LRSSm0 AR ISy
And will not he who watched the seed,
And kept the life within the shell,
When those he loves are laid to rest,
Watch o’er his buried saints as well ?

And will hie not from 'neath the sod
Cause something glorious to arise ?

Aye, though it sleeps two thousand years,
Yet all that sleeping dust shall rise.

Just such a face as greets you now,
Just such a form as here we wear,

But yet more glorious far, will rise
To meet the Saviour in the air.

Then will I lay me down in peace,
‘When called to leave this vale of tears;
For ‘“in my flesh I shall see God,”
E’en though I sleep two thousand yecars.
—S8. H. B. in Am. Messenger.

LETTER TO A MOTHER,

[I was much interested in the following letter
written by an intelligent young man who has just
embraced the truth, to his mother, answering vari-
ous objections which she raised to his ¢““new doc-
trine.” By permission, I send it for publication.
D. M. CaxpigaT. ]

8aN FrANcIsCO, CaL., Nov. 23,1874,

My DEeAr MoTHER :—Yours of the 15th
ingt. is just received. We are very sorry
that you are so exercised in regard to the
doctrines which we have come to hold.
But, as I have said before, we, in believing
them, are not led to disbelieve the Bible,
nor to lean upon our own strength, nor to
ceage striving to work out our own salvation.
On the contrary, they strengthen our faith
in the Bible; they show the complete
harmony of its various parts; they show
us that the Bible itself claims to be for
us to understand (Rom. 15:4; 2 Pet. 1:
19; Matt. 24:15; Rev. 1:3;) that it is
not a deep and unsearchable mystery, which
was never intended to be understood; they
beget a warmer love in our hearts for this
sacred volume, and a stronger desire to
search its precious pages; thereby we are
shown that in Jesus is our strength, and
that we must strive earnestly and prayer-
fully, through his aid and by means of his
blood, to work out our own salvation. Now
T cannot see anything so terrible in a doc-
trine which bears such fruit as this.

But, say you, That’s all well enough, if
it would only stop there. But it teaches
that the world is soon coming to an end,
that Christ will soon come back to his fol-
lowers, and that the everlasting kingdom
will shortly be set up. Well, now, I don’t
see Why we should hate to believe that the
wickedness and misery which stares us in

the face all around, everywhere, is soon to
cease. I don’t see why we should be reluct-
ant to believe that our blessed Redeemer is
coming 80 soon to receive us to himself and
set up an everlasting kingdom, where we
will never see sorrow, or pain, or sickness,
or death, or sin. I see nothing repugnant
in such a belief as that—especially if
we have Bible authority for it. I should
think we ought to hail the news with de-
light. Still I felt just as you do when I
first learned that Frank was ‘“being led
astray by the Millerites,” and so I don’t
blame you at all. I can only beg of you to
hear our reasons for the faith thatisin wus,”
before you decide that we are wrong. * * *

You say you ¢fear these men are more
for money than for the good of souls.”
You are entirely mistaken here. There’s
not one of them but could make treble as
much in other ways with less work. The
people often urge upon them to take more
thantheydo ; but they wilinot. The highest
salary that any of them gets is $12 per week.
And nearly half of that, some of them put
back into the cause. The price list you
speak of is for the benefit of those who are
able to pay for the tracts. Many thou-
sands are being distributed free, all over
the world. But you must know that these
cost something, and somebody must pay or
the work must stop. Hence the actual cost
(without counting interest) is put down, and
when persons are able to pay it, well and
good. Do you object to paying for a dis-
cipline, or a hymnbook, or a religious paper ?
Whatever money is received for tracts,
books, &c., goes (not to the preacher, but)
to pay for printing more and sending them
to all parts of the world. The Lord said,
“Without money and without price,” but
he also said, ¢ The laborer is worthy of his
hire.”

You say the ¢falling stars’” of '33 were
only meteors. Very well; do you suppose
the stars spoken of in Matt. 24 are to be,
or were, actual planets, or suns? If one
of the real stars should fall to the earth,
wheredoyousupposewe would find ourselves ?
If multitudes of them should fall to the
earth, do you think we would have much
time to prepare for his coming? Do you
think that would be much of a sign?
Would it not rather destroy us?

Again, we read that a star went before
the wise men and stood over where the
young child was. Do you suppose that was
one of the planets, or fixed stars? No, it
could not have been. All commentators
agree that ¢t was a meteor. And, do you
know, the word that is there translated star
is the same that is used in Matt. 24 and
translated stars? You say the sun was
darkened at Christ’s crucifixion. Very
true; but that wasnot the darkening spoken
of as a sign of his second coming. Why?
In Rev. 6 (written many years after Christ’s
crucifixion,) we find it still prophesied as
a sign of his second coming. And in the
first of Revelation, we see that the things
prophesied in that book were yet to come.
Hence the darkening of the sun at Christ’s
death was not the sign. Again, the moon
was not darkened then. No stars fell.
No, mother, that was the token of the hor-
ror with which all nature shuddered, and
hid her face from the terrible spectacle.

You refer me to Mark 9. In the first
verse he says, ¢ There be some of them that
stand here which shall not taste death till
they have seen the kingdom of God come
with power.” And right away, in the next
verse, he related the transfiguration which
was an earnest or miniature of the kingdom.
There was Elias, or Elijah (who was trans-
lated) as the representative of those who
should not taste death, but be changed in the
twinkling of an eye; there was Moses as
the representative of those who died and
shall be resurrected at the last day; and
there was Jesus clothed in his kingly gar-
ments and appearing as he shall appear
when he is crowned King of kings. And

Peter thought they had come into the
kingdom ; fcr he wanted to build taberna-
bles and stay there. And that he believed,
afterwards, that that was an illustration of
the kingdom yet to come. See what he
says about it in 2 Pet. 1:16-18. Also
read the 3rd chapter of the same epistle,
and you will see that he still looked forward
to his coming as a future event.

Dear mother, you know that God always
blesses his children for doing what they be-
lieve to be right, in the light they have.
And if they die so doing they will be saved.
But does the fact of God’s blessing them
prove that they have all the truth, all the
light? Martin Luther was blessed, and yet
he left much truth to be discovered by Wes-
ley. Luther was right in many things, and
God blessed him. Wesley was right in
many things, and God blessed him also.
But as Luther left truths for Wesley to dis-
cover, may not Wesley have left some for
others to discover? (And even Wesley ex-
pected that the world would come to an end
somewhere near 1866.) And the wise man
says, “ The path of the just is as a shining
light, which shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.”” Again, Baptists, Pres-
byterians, and others, feel the same as you
do, in regard to having lived the best they
know how. They have been blessed too.
Yet all cannot be right in all points, when
they are so contradictory in many. True,
they all believe in Jesus, and try to obe
and serve the Liord; and all the faithful
will be saved; but do we not believe the
same ?

You speak of the Millerites dressing in
agcension robes, ready to go thirty years or
more ago. Did you see them do so, moth-
er 2 Did you see anybody that did see it ?
I too thought that was so until lately. But
a reward of $500 has been offered every-
where to any one who could produce a sin-
gle eye-witness of that event, and no one
has yet been found. But even if they did,
what has that to do with the doctrine of
Christ'ssoon coming ? The Millerites were,
indeed, disappointed (though they never
dressed in robes to meet Christ); but does
that prove the doctrine false? Christ’s dis-
ciples were sorely disappointed when they
gaw the one whom they expected to crown
as king crucified on the cross; but did that
prove Christianity a humbug? No, indeed,
Jesus himself afterward showed them that
all this was only a fulfillment of prophecy.
See Luke 24.

Now, I will show you, I think, that in
like manner, the disappointment of the
Millerites was the fulfillment of prophecy.
‘When John took the little book from which
the angel prophesied that time should be no
longer, it was first sweet and then bitter, and
immediately he was told that he should
prophesy again. See Rev. 10. Now what
little book do we find that should be opened
in the time of the end? See Dan. 12:4.
Do you wonder then, that it was not under-
stood before ? Wasg it not sweet to them
while proclaiming it to the world? Was it
not bitter afterwards? Are they not
prophesying again to many peoples, &ec.?
Bat the very fact that John was command-
ed to prophesy again shows that time (day
and year time) did not end with the angel’s
message. Also, by reading Rev. 14: 6-16,
you will find that time elapses after the
announcement that the Judgment is come,
and before Christ appears in the clouds.

But, perhaps, you say, The angel does
notlie. Very well, we say the same. Then
what time does end at the sounding of the
angel’s message? Prophetic time. He
was talking of prophets and their prophe-
cies, and it is nothing but natural to sup-
pose this announcement was in regard to
prophetic time. In fact it is almost direct-
ly stated 80 in the next verse. Rev. 10: 7.

I have just read the 19th of Matt. (as
you told me), and find that it accords with

all he had and give to the poor and follow
Jesus, we do not think we all have to sell
all we have before we can follow him.
The young man’s keeping the command-
ments was not sufficient, nor could he fol-
low Jesus rightly until he divested his heart
of the affections it held for something else,
viz. (in his case), wealth. Now I think we
all are apt to have something of which we
must divest ourselves, in order to follow
Jesus properly. Let us ask him to strength-
en our faith, as you say.

No, mother, I know you are not angr
with us. I know just how you feel. I felt
miserably when I first heard it. But I
prayed long and earnestly for guidance from
above. It was with prayers mingled with
tears that I ¢ searched the Scriptures daily,
whether these things were s0.”  Acts
17: 11,

You ask, “ Are we not to serve God every
day alike?” Do you mean that there is no
day above others which we should keep sacred
to the Lord? Is there no day which is the
Sabbath day?

We don’t condemn theother denominations.
We simply proclaim what the Bible teaches.
We can’t help it if the shoe fits some of
the churches of to-day.

Yes, Christ would rather all should re-
pent, believe, and live,” and hence he has
always raised up men to proclaim his truths
at proper times, that men should not be
left in darkness, if they would only choose
the light. Before the flood he sent Noah;
before he came the first time he sent John
the Baptist; and he promised to warn the
world before he should come again. When
his disciples asked him for signs of his com-
ing he did not rebuke them, but gave them
instruction as to when they might know he
wag near,—even at the doors. * * * * x x

You seem to think it is all in California.
This is a new mission, scarcely in working
order. The headquarters in the U. 8. is
at Battle Creek, Michigan. There are or-
ganizations in Maine, New Hawmpshire, Vt.,
Mass., Conn,, R. I, Md., N. Y., Penn., O.,
Ind., Mich., Ill., Tenn., Ky., Wis., Minn.,
Neb., Ia., Mo., Kan., Cal., Or., Wash. Ter.,
Canada, and Switzerland; and itis preached,
besides, in many other places. Plans are
being laid to spread it far and wide, all over
the world, * * * % *

Please continue to read and think on
these subjects and be free to urge any and
all objections, * * < s

But I must close. Our love to all.
Hoping to hear from you very soon, I re-
main a8 ever, your loving son.

Propheey.—No. 13.

(Concluded. )

The Third Angel's Message. “ And the
third angel followed them, saying with a
loud voice, If any man worship the beast and
his image, and receive s mark in his fore-
head, or in his hand, the same shall drink
of the wine of the wrath of God, which is
poured out without mixture into the cup of
his indignation ; and he shall be tormented
with fire and brimstone, in the presence of
the holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb: and the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up forever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship
the beast and his image, and whosoever re-
ceiveth the mark of his name. Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.”

This message contains the last, solemn
note of warning which is to fall upon the
ears of the human family. It is this mes-
sage which ripens the harvest of the earth.
When its work has been accomplished, the
Son of man is then seen on the great white
cloud, ‘“having on his head a golden crown,
and in his hand a sharp sickle.”” Verse 15.

our views in regard to the matter. DBut be-
cause the young man was commanded to sell

The work of Christ in the heavenly sanc-
tuary is then finished. He has laid aside
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his priestly garments and comes forth with
his kingly crown, and in his hand a sharp
sickle, to reap the harvest of the earth
which has been ripened by the message of
the third angel. Thus it is evident that
Christ’s intercession for sinners and the
time of their probation c.wsv wih the work
of the third message.

While Christ is thus upon the white cloud,
another angel comes out of the temple cry-
ing, ¢ Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for
the time is come for thee to reap; for the
harvest of the earth is ripe.” Verse 15.

It will be seen that this angel raises no
prayer for the salvation of sinners, and ut-
ters no note of warning in their behalf; but
the petition is,-—* Thrust ir thy sickle,” &e.
This angel is a representation of the people
of God, after their labors for the salvation
of those around them are all ended. As
human probation is brought to a close, and
the burden and anxiety of God’s people in
bebalf of sinners is taken away, then will
they raise one urgent, united prayer to the
Son of man to thrust in his sickle and reap
the harvest of the earth,

As we have shown that the first and sec-
ond messages have been fulfilled in the pres-
ent generation, and that the third message
is that which ripens the harvest of the earth
and reaches to the close of human probation,
and have also shown in previous articles
that we are now in close proximity to the
gecond coming of Christ, it is very evident
that we are now living in the very period of
time to which the third angel's message ap-
plies, and when, according to the prophecy,
its fulfillment should be going forward in
the world. ‘

Is thisso? Is there any class of people
that are now giving the third angel’s mes-
sage, and are engaged in the very work
necessary to a perfect falfillment of the
prophecy ? Let us see!

How were the first and second messages
fulfilled? It was done by a class of people
who went forth teaching and proclaiming to
the world, orally and by publications, the
very language and ideas contained in those
messages. The first message was fulfilled
by a class of people who taught that the
hour of God’s judgment was at hand, and
who showed, from Scripture and facts,
that such must be the case. The second
message was fulfilled by a class of pedple
who showed from the Scriptures to what
Babylon applied, and they proclaimed and
showed that Babylon had fallen. How,
then, shall we expect that the third message
will be fulfilled ? Of course it must be done
by a class of people who will preach and
publish to the world, the ideas, facts, and
language, contained in that message.

The third message is the last one to be
given before probation closes. It contains
a solemn warning against the worshiping of
the beast and his image, and the receiving
of his mark, verse 9—the very sins which
the two-horned beast of chapter 13:11-18
is to undertake to enforce. It portrays be-
fore our minds the unmingled wine of the
wrath of God, asit is to be poured out with-
out mixture of mercy upon those who do not
heed the warning contained in the message.
Verses 10, 11. It also contains * the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus,”
and brings to view a class called the saints,
who keep them, thereby showing that those
who do not heed the warning contained in the
message, and become keepers of the com-
mandments of God and of the faith of Jesus
before the message closes, will be found
among the class that worship the beast or
his image, or received his mark.

Therefore we can see that those who give
the third angel’s message, must show by the
prophecies that the end is very near, and
that this message is the last one to be given
before probation closes; they must show
what government is symbolized by the two-
horned beast, which is to make an image to
the papal beast, and what will constitute the
worship of the beast and his image, and the
reception of his mark. They must arraign
the minds of men before the terrors of the
day of God’s wrath, and show from the
Scriptures how that wrath will be poured
out; they must keep the commandments of
God (the Father) and the faith of Jesus,
(his Son) while they also must make it a
special object to preach to the world
the same commandments and faith which
they themselves keep as the only safeguard
against the worship of the beast and his im-
age, and the reception of his mark.

Is there a class of people in the world
engaged in such a work ? If so, that must
be the class that are giving the third angel’s
message. There is one such class, and

only one—and that is the class known as
Seventh-day Adventists.

For more than twenty years they have
been engaged in this verywork. They earn-
estly set forth and promulgate the truths
which grow out of, and are connected with,
the message of the third angel.

They show from the prophecies that :he
second coming of Christ will take place in
the present generation; they make it an
important object to show what government
is symbolized by the two-horned beast
(which is to make an image to the papal
beast and enforce his mark) against whose
work the third angel utters a special voice
of warning; they show what will constitute
the worship of the beast and his image, and
the reception of his mark. In duing this
they give an appropriate and necessary
warning that all may be prepared to shun
and avoid those sins when the time (which
is not far distant) comes that they are to be
enforced. They show how the wrath of
God—the penalty for not obeying the voice
of warning contained in the message—is to
be poured out. Rev.15:1,2, 8 ; 16:1
—21; Isa. 24:1-6; 28:17, 22; 29.¢;
30:30; Jer. 4:23-29; Zeph., 1:2, 3
14-18. They keep not only the faith of
Jesus, but also the law of God, as set forth
in the ten commandments which were pro-
claimed by the voice of Jehovah amid she
thunders and lightnings of Mount Sinai,
and written by his own finger on tables of
stone. Exodus, chapters 19 and 20; 31:
18; Deut. 4:13.

It is by the commandments of God that
they have been led to become observers of
the seventh day, the Sabbath which the
fourth commandment plainly enjoins, and
which is the only weekly Sabbath any-
where recogunized in the Bible.

They make it a special object to preach
and teach the commandments of God in
connection with the faith of Jesus. While
they show that one of the commandments
of God requires the observance of the
geventh-day Sabbath, they also show that
the establishment of the first-day (Sunday)
Sabbath in the Christian church was the
work of the Catholic church which is called
by Paul the man of sin, 2 Thess. 2:3, 4,
and which we have shown to be the power
gymbolized by the leopard beast of Rev. 13,
and to which an image is to be made in our
own country.

They hold forth to the world the ten com-
mandments of God's law as the standard
by which we must be judged, and as the
only perfect rule of justice and morality
ever given to man, - Deut. 4:13; Ps. 19:
Ty 111: 7-10; 119 : 172; Ecel. 12 : 18,
14; Matt. 5: 17-19; James 2 : 12; Rev.
22:14.

All that have ever heard their lectures,
or read their publications to any cosiderable
degree, must admit that they do bave much
to say about the very ideas here referred to,
all of which are found in, and connected
with, the third angel’'s message; and in fact
this message might truly be said to form a
text and basis for the burden of their work
and labor. Thus it is evident that they are
giving the third angel’s message, and that
they are the only class on earth that are
giving that message.

For a more extended view of the subject
contained in this article, and also for fur-
ther proof that Seventh-day Adventists are
giving the third angel’s message, we invite
attention to the following publications, is-
sued at the Review anp Hrrarnp Office,
Battle Creek, Mich., and also to many oth-
er works mentioned in the publication list
found from time to time in the colamns of
this paper.

“The Three Messages of Rev. 14 and
the Two-Horned Beast;” “the Sanctuary
and Twenty-three Hundred Days;” ¢ Ouar
Faith and Hope ;" ¢ Thoughts on Daniel;”
“Thoughtson the Revelation;"” ¢ The Sigus
of the Times;” ¢ The United States in
Prophecy;” ¢ The Mark of the Beast;”
“ThePerfectionofthe Ten Commandments;”
¢ The Ten Commandments not Abolished ;”
“The History of the Sabbath and First
Day of the Week;” “The Prophetic and
Law of God Charts.”

We now inquire where we are living in
the history of this line of prophecy, as
brought to view in the three angels’ mes-
sages? The answer is easily given. We
are even now far along in the history of the
third and last message. Yes! about a
quarter of a century has passed since this
messsage began to be very distinctly heard
in the world, and now we are so near to its
close that we can already witness the rapid
progress of a movement which is to result
in the rigid enforcement in our own country

of those sins against which the third angel
has been, and is now, giving his warning
proclamation. '

Thus does the light of the sure word of
prophecy show us where in this world’s his-
tory we are living, and point out like a
light which shineth in a dark place, the
dangers which still lie in our fature path-
way.

Many are the lines of prophecy and va-
rious the predictions, not examined in the
these articles, which point out with equal
certainty the solemn and important tact
that the close of human probation and the
second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
are just at hand !

But though the evidences are so many
and so clear, yet the minds of the great
mass of mankind are still shrouded in dark-
ness on the subject. They do not give heed
to the sure word of prophecy. The flood-
gates of crime and wickedness are wide
open, iniquity prevails on every hand, and
the love of worldly honor, pleasure, and
gain, still engages the attention of both the
worldling and the proud and popular pro-
fessor of Christianity.

Solemn indeed are the times in which we
live; fearful are the responsibilities now
resting upon the people of God; terrible
will be the time of trouble and day of
wrath which are just ahead; Dan. 12:1,
2; Zeph. 1:2, 8, 14-18; but joyous will
be the deliverance of the saints, and bright
the crown of glory which will soon be given
to all the people of God.

““The storm cloud of vengeance is gathering fast,
The harvest is ripening and soon will be past ;

The last final conflict of earth” soon will come,
And the warfare be ended the victory be won.-

W. H. BrLaAIsDELL.

The Scout.

IN military circles, the office of a scout
is well understood. He is one sent to ob-
gerve an enemy in advance of the army.
He must possess bravery, activity, and
shrewdness. He must have the ability to
make a clear statement of his discoveries,
of the strength of the enemy, and the po-
sitions they occupy. To obtain this knowl-
edge he must often rush into danger, even
at the risk of forfeiting his life. His call-
ing, therefore, is a perilous one; but it is
better to hazard the life of one than to en-
danger many by encountering an enemy
without a knowledge of his strength.

The Master says: ¢ The children of this
world are in their generation wiser than
the children of light.” This is manifested
by the manner in which we, in our aggress-
ive work, wage a warfare against the enemy
of all righteousness.

It has long been the office of our evangel-
ists, in entering new fields where the truth
is not known, to act the part of the attack-
ing, and also the reserve, force, without
having the advantage gained by the scout
and advance guard; and, as a consequence,
his strength is much weakened, and his ef-
forts less fruitful. God is a host; but he
works through means, and he has placed
gome of these in the hands of his servant
for them to use. Their duty has been to
break up the ground, plant the seed, and
gather a few souls together upon the princi-
ples of the clearest and most convincing
truths that were ever presented to the
world, and which, in their simplicity, will
find a response in the hearts of some at
every place where they are taught.

But it has been found to be true, in
almost every case, where this work is begun,
that Satan also begins to work. Ie stirs
up his emissaries, and the cry, “ He's an Ad-
vent!” ¢ a Millerite!” ‘“an annihilation-
ist !”’ is raised ; while other false reports are
circulated until the people are alarmed, their
fears are aroused, and their ears are closed
against that which the minister has to say,
and their doors are barred against his en-
trance into their homes, in which he might
get access to them socially; so that, for
several days, his labor is practically lost on
the curious. He must batter down blind
prejudice, gain the confidence of the people,
and raise a good, healthy interest, if he
obtains possession of the field at all.

Then, iz there no better way to pro-
ceed than this? Tsthere no way that the
enemy can be successfully out-generaled? a
flank movement be made, so that we can get
possession of the field, and be able to hold
it? Is not the late organization of the
army, into a tract and missionary society,
the means by which this may be accom-
plished ?  Yes; if each soldier, as well as
the officers, will do his duty, and move en
masse, in solid column to the front. The

cases referred to in the article on Bread
Found, and the many that are coming to
light all over the field, fully confirm this ;
and the plan upon which the T. and M.
Society is organized, is designed to accom-
plish this very end. Through it, books,
pamphlets, periodicals, and tracts can be
obtained at a nominal and trifling expense.
Then let the private soldiers take these si-
lent messengers, and judiciously sow them ;
and let them not be confined to their own
village or neighborhood where the truth has
been proclaimed; but let them select some
of their number, of good report among them-
gelves and those without, endowed with the
attributes of the scout, who shall go forth
ag such, a colporteur, bearing precious seed,
into new fields where the people have not
yet so much as heard of S. D. Adventists.
It would not be necéssary for such to send
an embassage in advance of them, herald
their approach through the papers, or sound
the trumpet to let the people know that
they are coming; but let them enter the
place modestly, and with true Christian de-
portment, pass through the field as rapidly
ag possible, remembering the words of our
great Captain; * Behold, I send you forth
ag sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves.” Matt. 10:16.

It would not be their duty to go preach-
ing, except they be called, or with a
spirit of debate; but their words should be
few, well chosen, and ¢ like apples of gold
in pictures of silver.” Then if they should
retire from the field, unobserved and uun-
known, the resule would doubtless prove
satisfactory.

Some make a mistake, thinking that they
have to speak to every one they meet, upon
the subject of religion, or pray with every
family, and each must be furnished with a
package of tracts. This certainly is not
wisdom ; for instead of exciting a spirit of
inquiry and investigation, it would glut the
market, and the very ones they seek to ben-
efit are disgusted, and their ears forever
closed. They have thought the respensibil-
ity of eunlightening the people rested upon
their individual efforts ; whereas the ammu-
nition furnished by the T. and M. Society,
the silent messengers, like shot and shell
when well spent, and with well-directed aim,
are the mighty engines, backed up by the
Spirit of God, with which this work ‘is
achieved. It is much easier to blockade
than to clear the King’s high-way, and the
prompt action of one discrete and active
scout may secure the complete route of an
opposing army.

Thus saith the Lord : ¢¢ Behold, I send an
angel before thee, to keep thee in the way,
and tobring thee into the place which I have
prepared. Beware of him, and obey his voice,
provoke him not; for he will not pardon
your transgressions ; for my name is in him.
But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and
do all that I speak ; then I will be an enemy
unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto
thine adversaries. Xor mine angel shall go
before thee,” &ec. Ex. 23 : 20-23. Previous
to their entering the promised land, again,
‘ the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Send
thou men, that they may search the land of
Canaan, which I give unto the children of
Israel; of every tribe of their fathers shall
ye send a man, every one a ruler among
them.”” Num. 13 : 1, 2. Twelve men were
chosen, each a “ruler,”” and ¢ all thesemen
were heads of the children of Isreal ” whom
Moses sent “to spy out the land.”” This
was the scheme adopted anciently ; may it
not be so now in-connection with the onward
march of this glorious message of the third
angel ? and while the angels of God are sent
before his servants, to soften and prepare
hearts to receive the truth, where are the
Calebs and Joshuas, to go through the land
as spies, and to bring again a faithful report?
Should this be done, with their spirit, I am
persuaded that the battle is half fought and
the victory often greater for the truth.

R. M. K1LGORE.
Hancock, N. H.

Quite Immaterial.

WiEN popular theology has reduced the
essential man to nonentity, and, having
made him immaterial, consigns him to a
home outside the universe of matter, it is
really quite immaterial what his condition
may be otherwise. In fact, such a condi-
tion could only be absolute nothingness.
And this fact many humble folks have al-
ways been quick to recognize.

Dr. Chambers, in some of his writings,
relates a somewhat amusing account of the
way in which a young preacher failed to be
invited to the pastorate of a certain church.
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By arrangement he preached as a candidate.
The discourse which he delivered had been
carefully prepared, and the subject of it
was the ¢ Immortality of the Soul.” He
was satisfied with his work, being sure that
he had proved conclusively that the soul is
not composed of matter, but is immaterial.
But his logic and its conclusions, both so
satisfactory to his mind, were nevertheless
fatal to his prospects. The congregation
argued, that to say the soul is immaterial
is about equal to saying that it is immate-
rial whether pcople have souls or not. The
church ccneluded that it was not in need of
a pastor who believed in immaterial souls.
We think we could find a few churches now-
a-days that might wisely reach the same
or a similar conclusion.—Herald of Life.

‘“ Living Epistles.”?

Suct is the appellation of the children
of God in the relation they bear to their
fellow-men while passing through this world
as candidates for immortality. Upon the
tablet of the Christian’s daily life are in-
scribed, thoughts, words, and acts, that are
more or less open to the gaze of mankind,
who readily trace the intricacies of the in-
scription, and pass judgment favorable or
adverse to the religion of the Bible.

What carefulness, then, ought to charac-
terize the deportment of the Christian in
public and private life, knowing that such
weighty responsibility rests upon him as a
representative of divine truth. The fact
that heavenly angels are ever near to en-
courage or reprove, should be an incentive
to purity of speech and holiness of life.
The little child, if a lamb of Christ’s flock,
is watched over with tender solicitude by a
holy angel, and in every act of its life it
should consider whether it would be ap-
proved by that pure guardian, who ever be-
holds the face of our Heavenly Father.
Matt. 18: 10. ’

The mother, moving amid the duties of
the domestic circle, may improperly consid-
er her life a blank in the volume of Chris-
tian achievements, and, desponding, relax
her diligence at the part of duty Yeaven
has assigned.

But no influence in the Christian world
is more potent for good than that of the do-
mestic circle where religious principles con-
trol its operations ; and who has greater in-
fluence to mold the plastic mind of children
than their own loved mothers ?

Most of the great and good men that
have blest the Christian church and the
world, owe their greatness to the benign in-
fluence of their childhood's home. Chris-
tian mothers, you are living epistles whose
indelible character may, if you will, with
joy be traced by your children and others,
even though you should pass away. Christ
is the vine, and his people are the branches.
John 15: 5. 1If they abide in him, they
bear fruit. Verse 5. Seealso Gal. 5: 22,
They are holy. Rom. 11: 16. They are
temples of the Holy Spirit. 1 Cor. 8% 16.
And they are attended by angel guards.
Heb. 1: 14. The daily life is an inscrip-
tion read by men whereby they judge con-
cerning the truth of this.

Reader, what have you transcribed for
the gaze of men and angels? How read
they concerning you ? and how judge they
through you concerning the faith you pro-
fess ? A. SurrH.

¢ Exceeding Abundauntly.”

Wz were studying the Epistle to the
Ephesians, and bad got to the end of the
third chapter.  When we read the last two
verses, “ Now unto him who is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power that work-
eth in ug, unto him be glory, throughout all
ages,’” this expression fell upon my soul
like arevelation from God. He can do by
his power, I said to myself, above all even
that we can think—nay, exceeding abun-
dantly above all! A full trust in Christ
for the work to be done within my poor
heart now filled my soul. We all three
knelt down, and, although I had never fully
confided my inward struggle to my friends,
the prayer of Rieu was filled with such ad-
mirable faith as he would have uttered had
he known all my wants. When I arose in
that inn room at Kiel, I felt as if my wings
were renewed as the wings of eagles.
From that time forward I comprehenderd
that my own efforts were of no avail; that
Christ is able to do all by his power that
worketh in us; and the habitual attitude
of my soul was to lie at the foot of the

cross, crying to him, “Here I am, bound
band and foot, unable to move, unable to
do the least thing to get away from the
enemy, who opposes me. Do all thyself.
I know thou wilt do it. Thou wilt even do
exceeding abundantly above all I ask.”
I was not disappointed ; all my doubts were
removed, my anguish quelled, and the
Lord extended to me peace as a river.
Then I could comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth and length and depth
and hight, and know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge. Then was I
able to say, * Return unto thy rest, O my
soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully
with thee. "—Merle D' Aubigne.

A MUSSULMAN TRADITION.

Urox a certain day Mohammed walked

With Ali, his soul’s mate, and while they talked,

Weaving deep words as only wise folks can,

Sudden athwart their converse broke a man,

Who, drunk with wine and wrath, essayed forth-

right

To gird at Ali for imagined slight,

Belching malicious jibes. The reverend sage,

Awhile unfretted, bore the others’ rage ;

But, finally, his gentle sufferance failing,

Repaid the insolent, railing for railing.

Whereat Mohammed passed, as best they could

Leaving the pair to settle up their feud.

Next time the friends met, grumbled Ali: ‘“ Why

Leftest thou me to give the churl the lie

Unseconded ?”  ““ Brother,” Mohammed said,

‘‘ While slander spat its venom on thy head

And thou wert silent saw I angels ten,

With wings ashield fending it back. But when

Thou didst that noble reticence put off,

Returning thy tormentor scoff for scoff,

Then one by one away those angels flew,

And when the last had left thee, I went too.”
—Rachel Pomeroy.

Moths in the Candle.

EverY moth learns for itself that the .

candle burns. Every night, while the can-
dle lasts, the slaughter goes on, and leaves
its wingless and dead around it.
i8 beautiful, and warm, and attractive; and,
unscared by the dead, the foolish creatures

rush into the flames, and drop, hopelessly -

singed, their little lives despoiled.

It has been supposed that men have rea-
son and a moral sense.
posed that they observe, draw conclusions,

and learn by experience. Indeed, they have °

been in the habit of looking down upon the
animal world as a group of inferior beings,
and as subjects of commiseration on account

of their defenselessness; yet thereisa large
class of men, reproduced by every passing -

generation, that do exactly what the moths
do, and die exactly as the moths die. They
learn nothing by observation or experience.
They draw no conclusions, save those which
are fatal to themselves. Around a certain
class of brilliant temptations they gather,
night after night, and with singed wings or
lifeless bodies, they strew the ground around
them. No instructions, no expostulations,
no observation of ruin, no sense of duty, no
remonstrances of conscience, have any effect
upon them. If they were moths, in fact,
they could not be sillier or more obtuse.
They are, indeed, so far under the domina-
tion of their animal natures that they act
like animals, and sacrifice themselves in
flames that the world’s experience has skown
to be fatal.

A single passion, which need not be
named—further than to say that when hal-
lowed by love and a legitimate gift of life
to life, it is as pure as any passion of the soul
—is one of the candles around which the
human moths lie in myriads of disgusting
deaths. If anything has been proved by
the observation and experience of the world,
it is that licentiousness, and all illicit grati-
fications of the passions involved in it, are
killing sing against a man’s own nature;
that by it the wings are singed not only, but
body and soul are degraded and spoiled.
Out of all illicit indulgence come weakness,
a perverted moral nature, degradation of
character, gross beastliness, benumbed sen-
sibilities, a disgusting life, and a disgraceful
death. Before its baleful fire the sanctity
of womanhood fades away, the romance of
life dies, and the beautiful world loses all its
charms. The lives wrecked upon the rock
of sensuality are strewn in every direction.
Again and again, with endless repetition,
young men yield to the song of the siren
that beguiles them to their death. They
learn nothing, they see nothing, they know
nothing, but their wild desire, and on they
go to destruction and the devil.

Every young man who reads this article
has two lives before him. He may choose
vither. He may throw himself away on a
few illegitimate delights, which cover his
brow with shame in the presence of his moth-
er, and become an old man before his time,

The light
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with all the wine drained out of his life; or
he may grow up in a pure, strong manhood,
keld in healthy relation to all the joys that
pertain to that estate. He may be a beast
in his heart, or he may have a wife whom
he worships, cliildren whom he delights in,
a gelf-respect which enables him to meet un-
abashed the noblest woman, and an undis-
puted place in good society. Ile may have
a dirty imagination, or one that hates and
spurns all impurity as both disgusting and
poisonous. In brief, he may be a man, with
a man’s powers and immunities, or the sham
of a man—a whited sepulcher—conscious
that be carries with him his own dead bones,
and all uncleanness. Itisa matter enti -
ly of choice. IIe knows what one life is,
and where it ends. He knows the essential
quality and certain destiny of the other.
The man who says he cannot control him-
self not only lies, but places his Maker in
blame. He can control himself, and, if he
does not, he is both a fool and a beast.
i The sense of security, and purity, and self-
respect that come of continence, entertained
for a single day, is worth more than the il-
licit pleasures of a world for all time. The
pure in heart see God in everything, and
see him everywhere, and they are supreme-
ly blest.—Dr. J. G. Holland ; Seribner's
for October.

Sermon on a Postal Card.

TrE following pithy little sermon was act-
ually written on a postal card for the Bible
Banner. It shows how many good things
can be said within a small compass. Let us

" learn to b0il down our thoughts until the wa-
ter and froth are evaporated, and nothing
but the solid sugar remains.

Text, Heb. 13: 1.
- 1. This text is not applicable where
. brotherly love does not already exist.
2. Being addressed to Christians, it is
. taken for granted that it should and does
© exist among them.
-8. It is at least implied that it may cease
_ to exist among them ; hence the admonition
! to perpetuate it.
i 4. We learn its importance from many
1 passages of Scripture. Have you doubts
* about your acceptance with God? Hereis

‘atest. 1John 8:14. Do your neighbors
_ doubt your sincerity ? Here is a criterion.
. John 13:38. Can youlove God and cher-

ish ill-will toward your brother? Tmpos-
sible. 1 John 4:20. DPlain talk, but it is
¢ God's truth, and we cannot get around it.
Can we be mcan, stingy, and penurious, and
love God? Never. 1 John 3:17. Can
we be saved without this principle? No.
1 Cor. 13. Better possess this and be des-
titute of all things else than to possess all
things and be destitute of love. Can any-
thing substitute love? Can benevolence ?
We may hoard up one hundred thousand
* dollars in life, and bequeath it to charity at
death ; but it won't purchase eternal life.
We may be as zealous as the crusaders and
suffer martyrdom, and yet be damned.
Knowledge, eloquence, power, and mount-
ain-moving faith alone will not take us to
glory. Three things counstitute the religion
“of Jesus. 1. Love. 2. Love. 3. Lovg.
“Tet brotherly love continue.”—Bible
Banner.

False Proverbs.

“ A YOUNG man must sow his wild oats.”
In all the wide range of British maxims,
there is none, take it for all in all, more
thoroughly abominable than this one as to
the sowing of wild oats. Look at it on what
side you will, and I will defy you to make
anything bat a devil's maxim of it. What-
ever man, be he young, old, or middle-aged,
sows, that and nothing else shall he reap.
The one only thing to do with wild oats, is
to put them carefully into the hottest part
of the fire, and get them burnt to dust,
every seed of them. If you sow them, no
matter in what ground, up they will come,
with long tough roots like couch grass, and
luxuriant stalks and leaves, as sure as there
is a sun in heaven—a crop which it turps
one’s heart cold to think of. The devil,
too, whose special crop they are, will see
that they thrive, and you and nobody else
will have to reap them ; and no common
reaping will get them out of the soil, which
must be dug down deep again and again.
Well for you if, with all your care, you can
make the ground sweet again by your dying

_day.

?‘Boys will be boys,” is not much bet-
ter, but that has a true side to it; but
this encouragement to the sowing of wild

oats is simply devilish, for it means that a
young man is to give way to the tempta-
tions and follow the lusts of hisage. What
are we to do with the wild oats of manhood
and old age—with ambition, overreaching,
the false weights, hardness, suspicion, ava-
rice—if the wild oats of youth are to be
gown and not burnt? What possible dis-
tinction can we draw between them? If
we may sow the one, why not the other ?—
Tom Brown at Ozford.

Idle but Hurtful Words.

THERE is nothing in the New Testament
more startling than the enunciation of the
responsibility which we assume whenever we
speak ; forevery idle word we shall have to
give an account at the last, great day.

There is something appalling in this, for
how many idle words have we all spoken.

But there is no principle of divine law for
which there is not some substantial reason ;
and our own observation has led us to the
conclusion that no inconsiderable part of the
unhappiness of this world is occasioned by
hastily, ill-considered, idle words.

People are more sensitive than they are
thought to be, and more people are sensitive
than are thought to possess any sensibility
whatever. We mean sensibility to the re-
marks of others. :

A whole life may be influenced—a whole
life may be darkened by one observation,
the maker of which never thinks of again.

Words lightly uttered often sink very
deep into the mind of some boy or girl to
whom they are addressed ; and when those
words are cruel or unkind or unjust they
may rankle for years, never losing their
freshness or their force in memory, but
often recarring to recollection—a lasting
well of bitterness.

And grown people are often as sensitive
as children. Men and women who appear
almost indifferent, and even callous to what
is said to them, or about them, are not un-
frequently deeply wounded by some thought-
less remark, to which the speaker a,ttaghes
little or no importance.

If we habitually care to mind how hurt-
ful to others our idle words may be, we
should utter less of them.

A Constrained Ministry.

JEREMIAH had been greatly persecuted
for his faithfulness in delivering the word of
God. He tells us his reason for his contin-
uance in a work which brought him so
sorrowful a reward. He gives us to under-
stand that he had been faithful in delivering
God’'s word, because that word had been
overpoweringly precious to his own soul.
He could not do otherwise than speak the
truth, because that truth had been his own
daily food. He met with nothing but ill
treatment from those whom he "addressed:
they had vilified him in every way; he had
been put in the most noisome dungeon; he
had been denied even bread and water;
everything short of actually putting him to
death had been inflicted upon him by his
ungrateful countrymen; but still he went
on prophesying. He could not be silent.
Though his prophesying brought him noth-
ing but tears, yet he continued still to
prophesy ; for God's word came with such
sweetness to his own soul, and filled his
heart with such ravishing joy and delight,
that he could not do otherwise than go out
among his countrymen and tell what had
been so delightful to himself.

I believe this to be the secret of a living
ministry. The ministry that is fed upon
flattery, and flatters those who flatter it, isa
poor, feeble counterfeit, and God will never
bless it ; but the ministry whichunder great
difficulties and fierce opposition is still sus-
tained because the preacher cannot help
continuing it, that is what God will bless.

It was good advice of a venerable divine
to a young man who aspired to be a preacher,
when he said to him, “Don’t become a
minister if you can helpit.” The man who
could very easily be a tradesman or mer-
chant had better not be a minister. A preach-
er of the gospel should always be a volunteer,
and yet he should always be a pressed man,
who serves his King because he is omnip-
otently constrained to do so. Only he is fit
to preach who cannot avoid preaching, who
feels that woe is upon him unless he preach
the gospel, and that the very stones would
cry out against him if he should hold his
peace.—Sel.

There is enough in Christ for you, when
you have nothing in yourself.
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_ The Biblical Institute.

As thé’fﬁﬁéJﬁppointeamf%'f‘mﬁlé Biblical Lec-
tures to commence draws nigh, we are feeling
more the importance and solemnity of the an-
ticipated occasion. This is designed to be a
general gathering of our young preaching breth-
ren who hold credentials and licenses from their
State Conferences, and of more experienced
ministers, so far as the circumstances—taking
into the account their local duties, distance, and
the expense—will admit. And we shall be
very glad to welcome any others who design to
give themselves to the work of teaching the
Word, and therefore are anxious to learn the
way of the Lord more perfectly.

The gathering will be a very large one. We
learn by the mail, which is brought from Cali-
fornia on the fast train, that three brethren
have left San Francisco on a slower train. We
alsa hear from Minnesota, JTowa, Wisconsin,
Ilinois, Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska, that
there will be a large attendance of our young
preachers from those States. And it is expect-
ed that there will be a very general attendance
of our laboring brethren from Michigan, Indi-
ana, and Ohio. And we shall be no less grati-
fied to see a good representation of youthful la-
borers from the eastern States. We extend a
special invitation to those from the ranks of
the first-day, or no-day, Adventists, who have
recently accepted, or have become interested in,
our views of Bible truth.

But, as a guard against those coming who
‘can put their time and means to a better ac-
count, and that the Battle Creek church be not
overburdened, the following restrictions were
stated in the first call for the Biblical Institute,
Oct. 20, 1874. Any departure from this gen-
eral plan by the liberalities of individuals will
be stated to the persons by private letters.

“With reference to those who may attend,
it is proposed—

“1. That such as are able, meet all their own
expenses, which will be simply their fare, and a
moderate price for board, nothing being charged
for the lectures.

# 2. That such as are able only to pay their
fare to and from the place, will be entertained
by the Battle Creek church while here free of
charge ; provided that, in case they are not al-
ready licensed preachers, they bring from their
church or Conference, a paper recommending
their attendance.

“3. That such as are not able to pay their
own traveling expenses, receive help from their
churches or Conferences, if in the judgment of
said churches or Conferences they should at-

tend.” J. W,

The Church at Battle Creek.

Tue 5th was a precious Sabbath to the
church at Battle Creek. We spoke in the
morning upon the words addressed to the
church of the Laodiceans, Rev. 3 :14-21, and
Mrs. White spoke in the afternoon. A tender,
weeping spirit pervaded the large assembly.
At the close of her discourse, she called for
sinners and backsliders to come to the front
slips. And as not far from fifty responded to
the call from the body of the house, and from
the gallery, and came forward, the former occu-
pants vacated slip after slip, and retired to the
places made vacant by those who came for-
ward. We trust that a good revival interest
has commenced which will increase and be felt
through the term of Biblical Lectures.

LW

The Cause in California.

‘WE are greatly cheered by the good news of
the progress of the work in California. The
Signs of the Times for Dec. 3 says of the tent-
meeting in progress in San Francisco :—

“We had a very interesting Sabbath meeting
last Sabbath in San Francisco. Part of our
brethren were over from Oakland. One hun-
dred were present. A discourse was given and
many encouraging testimonies were borne. At
the same time about thirty were having a meet-
ing at Oakland. On first-day morning we re-

tired to the bay, and five were baptized. Among
these were one Dane, a Bro. Jessen, and a sis-
ter Johnson, formerly a Catholic nun. The
baptizing season was very interesting. Not far
from a score of new ones have taken their
stand in San Francisco, and still we labor on.
Pray for us.”

There is a power in simple Bible truth when
attended to the mind by the Holy Spirit that
is beyond human conception. Again the Signs
speaks of eight souls who have embraced the
Lord’s Sabbath by reading before one of them
had heard preaching.

“ At our tent meeting in San Francisco, Sab-
bath, Nov. 14, there met with us a brother
from Lassen County, three hundred miles dis-
tant. He was one of eight in the place where
he lives who have embraced the present truth,
and commenced the observance of the Sabbath.
He had the privilege of hearing two discourses
while with us, which were the first and only
Advent preaching he had ever heard. The oth-
er geven had heard none. Their friends in Na-
pa had sent them tracts, pamphlets, and papers,
which, with God’s blessing, has decided eight.
¢ But the end is not yet; for a number of their
neighbors are reading, and are about convinced

that we have the truth. There is missionary

work for District No. 6. A preacher of pres-
ent truth would be more than welcome in their
midst.”

The Signs takes the liberty to publish ex-
tracts from three private letters addressed to
Eld. Canright, from Santa Clara Co., and we
are more happy to repeat these extracts, as they
are from those who embraced the Sabbath of
the Lord only the last summer. The Signs
says —

¢ Bro. Kundert of San Jose writes Nov. 10,
¢We had a good meeting here last Sabbath.
The brethren and sisters seemed to take hold
with the right spirit, and some are getting rid
of their idols.”

“Bro. Stephens writes from Santa Clara, Nov.
12: ¢Dear Brother, I have felt so happy for
the last few days that I thought I would write
to let you know what the Lord is doing for us
in Santa Clara. Our hearts are now very hope-
ful, and we feel that we will shortly have more
Sabbath-keepers. There has been a society
started here for debate upon Bible questions.
At last the Sabbath question has been sprung.
Bro. Swinnerton and I have defended the Lord’s
Sabbath for two Sundays, and will again next
Sunday.  We believe the Lord will give some
fruits from it, as several are inquiring into these
things to see whether they are so. Brn.
Smith, Swinnerton, and myself have been out
evenings to visit those who are aroused on
Advent doctrine, to converse with them. We
hope our work will not be in vain. We hope
to have a strong church at Santa Clara yet.
Mrs. O. rejoices that her daughter in San
Francisco has commenced to keep the Sabbath
from attending meetings in the big tent. The
church here remember your endeavors in their
prayers.’

“ Bro. Swinnerton writes, Nov. 11, ¢ We have
had two discussions on the Sabbath question.
None stood by me but Bro. Stephens.
Lord gave us both liberty to stand for the truth.
‘We had opposition from Methodists, Presbyte-
rians, Adventists, and infidels. But I observed
one queer thing: So far they have not at-
tempted a reply to our positions.

«¢T have reserved my best points for the
closing round, but the negative are about spun
out. They have proved (?) that the Sabbath
was a mereiful provision for man, but not bind-
ing. That it is a yoke of bondage, but would
have been a good thing for the ¢ Jews” while in
Egypt. (I guess so.) That the Sabbath has
been lost, and the first day found—which is the
true day. That it is impossible to keep any
day, and, finally, the Sabbath has been abol-
ished, because it was not commanded over again.
Their last ditch, next Sunday, is the two cove-
nants.

“¢«What a soul-inspiring thing truth is, is it
not? I trust you will come and see us soon,
and tell us how you do. I feel determined to
live and die on the altar of the Lord. Love,
prayers, and sympathy, for all the brethren and
sisters in the truth.””

A letter just received from Eld. Loughbor-
ough reports a later Sabbath meeting, which
he held in the hall at San Francisco, while Eld.
Canright spoke at Oakland. The contrast be-
tween the present condition of our cause in
these two cities and its condition a year since is
ag glorious as it is great. These are important

The |

points, and, if judiciously held, will prove the
salvation of many souls, and a great support to
the cause on the Pacific Coast.

Eld. L. mentions the names of Bro. Diggins
and Srs. James, Rowland, and others, in a
connection that brings great joy to those who
have known their trials, and have labored faith-
fully to save them from most subtle, erroneous
influences.

‘We would say to the brethren in California
that we are with them in spirit, beholding their
order, and prosperity in the Lord, and hope
soon to see them face to face. The Lord has
done a great work for us since we first met the
older friends of the causec upon the Windsor
camp-ground in October of 1872. We have
never labored harder and happier than during
the past four months, and, though worn at pres-
ent, we hope there will be enough of us left at
the close of the series of Biblical Lectures to
rally again under the more congenial climate of
your good State. J.W.

The Second Coming of Christ.

ITS NATURE.

Wz have spoken of the importance of the
theme of the second coming of Christ, and the
necessity of that event. We now come to the
question of its nature. Is it to be literal?
'Will the Lord really return to this world in
person? Or is the language which in so many
different ways predicts the coming of the Lord
to be taken in a figurative or mystical sense,
meaning death, conversion, spiritual manifesta-
tions, calamity and overthrow, either national
or individual }

The next appearing of Christ is to be his sec-
ond appearing. So Paul explicitly states it :
“ Unto them that look for him shall he appear
the second time, without sin unto salvation.”
Heb. 9 : 28.

Now we say that to make death the second
coming of Christ, destroys this language of the
apostle ; for then we have as many second

-comings of Christ as there are deaths in the

land. If it be said that the death of an indi-
vidual is not the second coming of Christ in a
general sense, but only to that individual, then
we inquire, what was the first coming of Christ
to that individual ? If it is to individual ex-
perience that these predictions of the second
coming of Christ refer, it must be also in indi-
vidual experience that the first coming occurs ;
for these two comings are related to each other ;
and a second implies that a first has taken
place. Now if death is to any individual the
second coming of Christ, it is incumbent on
those who take this view to tell us what con-
stituted to that individual the first coming of
Christ. Will they do it? No doubt they
would willingly if they could, but can they?

The same remarks apply to conversion.

The second coming of Christ was not the de-
struction of Jerusalem ; for predictions written
after that event prophesied of it as an event
yet future. Rev. 1:7; 3:11; 6:16,17; 14:
14, &e. )

To bring out in vivid light the absurdity of
all views which spiritualize the second coming
of Christ, we have only to view them against
the background of some of the plain declara-
tions of the Scriptures concerning this event.

The first passage to which we call atten-
tion is one which the Christian reads with
ever fresh delight. It is one which electrifies
with joy every heart in which the love of Christ
is found. It was spoken under circumstances
which cannot fail to give a correct and vivid
idea of the nature and manner of the return of
our blessed Saviour ; and it contains an enun-
ciation of the truth so clear and forcible thatit
cannot well be evaded or ignored. We refer to
the testimony of the angels to the men of Gal-
ilee, as they stood gazing up into heaven to
catch the last view of their ascending Lord.
‘When Jesus had finished the work which he
had personally to accomplish on the earth, he
led his disciples out as far as Bethany, bestowed
upon them his parting blessing, and was taken
up into heaven. And while in mute astonish-
ment they gazed steadfastly up toward the cloud
which had received him out of their sight, two
men in white apparel stood by, bearing to them
the very promise best calculated to comfort
them in that sad hour of separation, and one
which has been of equal comfort to the saints
of every following age who have mowrned the
long-continued absence of the Lord.

Hear what the angels said: “Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus which is taken up from vou
into heaven, shall so come IN LIKE MANNER as
ye have seen him go into heaven.”

Cheering words! Worthy to be inscribed
in letters of gold ! worthy to be worn as front-
lets between the eyes, and engraven on every
door-post, as no doubt they are deeply en-
‘shrined in every Christian heart.

Three points are made clear by this testi-
mony :

1. That the Lord will surely come again.
He “shall come.”

2. That this coming is to be in the person of
Jesus himself: “This seme Jesus.”

3. That his coming is to be visible, in the
clouds of heaven. Otherwise it would not he
as they had seen him go into heaven.

Personally, bodily, visibly, he ascended. It
was a literal transaction, seen with their natu-
ral eyes, accomplished in the light of day.
They beheld him till a literal cloud hid him
from their view. In like manner will he come
again, Literally the clouds will revea! him.
All eyes shall sece him. Even those which
would gladly be buried forever from his pres-
ence beneath earth’s massive mountains, will be
compelled to look upon his majesty and glory.
Blessed are those eyes which shall be prepared
to behold in the Coming One a friend and Sav-
iour, and shall hail him with the joy that shall
be born of the certain knowledge that their sal-
vation is at last accomplished. U, 8.

Which is Right?

Ix the World's Crisis of Oct. 7, 1874, Eld.
Grant, sub-editor, labors hard to prove that the
old or first covenant was the ten commandments,
while in the same paper, the editor-in-chief,
Eld. Couch says that “a covenant is a contract
or bargain made between two parties.” If Eld.
(. succeeds in his effort, Eld. C. will have to
retract the definition he gives to the word cove-
nant ; for the ten commandments are not a
contract or bargain made between two parties.
Eld. C., however, is right in his definition of
covenant. Its first, leading, and primary sig-
nification is *“a mutual agreement or hargain
made between two parties.”

But are not the ten commandments called a
covenant? Yes; and it is very easy to tell
why, and in what sense they are so called.. But
because Eld. G. finds the word covenant ap-
plied to the ten commandments, with a great
flourish of trumpets he proclaims the whole
question settled ; just as the immateralist, when
he finds the term, soul, applied to man, thinks
he has proved beyond controversy that man has
an immortal soul.

Like the word, soul, the word, covenant, has
come to have a variety of significations. Be-
cause it signifies a contract or agreement, it has
a secondary or derived definition, meaning the
conditions or terms of the agreement. The
contract or agreement between God and the
children of Israel was that if they would obey
him they should be a peculiar people unto him
above all people. God’s promises are always
suspended upon condition of obedience ; hence
he calls his law his covenant; and this was in
existence before he entered into that special
agreement with Israel ; for when he was mak-
ing known through Moses the conditions upon
which he would bless them, it was expressed in
these words : “If ye will obey my voice and
keep my covenant.” God, then, had a covenant
before the covenant made with Israel. And
Moses in Deut. 4 : 13, tells us what constituted
God’s covenant : “ And he declared unto youw
his covenant which he commanded you to per-
form, even ten commandments.” And this ex-
plains why the ark is called the ark of the cove-
nant, and the tables the tables of the covenant ;
and in what sense they are so called : bhecause
they contained God’s covenant of ten command-
ments, not the mutual agreement entered into
with Israel. They broke this covenant com-
manded unto them, which nullified the covenant
made with them. But the old covenant which
was done away was not God's covenant com-
manded to them, by any means, but the arrange-
ment entered into with them.

But there is one fact that forever settles the-
question of the nature of the old or first cove-
nant ; and that is that it was a covenant that
was made with Israel. There were two parties
to it : God and Israel. Therefore it was a
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mutual agreement between those parties.

Hence it is folly to try to make that covenant

mean the ten commandments, for they are not

an agreement or contract between two parties.
u. s,

Why not Debate?

A BROTHER writes from Moberly, Mo., Nov.
23, 1874 : « Why will not some of the ministers
of the Seventh-day Adventists discuss the sub-
ject of the Age to Come with so-called ministers
of the church of God? There is one lecturing
here; and he told me to-day that the Advent-
ists would not discuss the subject with any of
them. His name is Kinsley,from Parsons, Kan-
gas. Please answer through the REvIEW, and
oblige.”

In reply, we would say that we are not aware
that our ministers have ever particularly refused
to discuss the Age to Come with the teachers of
that faith. We are not aware that any one of
them has ever been pressed to do so. We know
nothing of this Kinsley mentioned above, or
whether he has ever solicted a discussion with
any of our people or not.

But more than this, we know not whether he
is worthy to be engaged with in diseussion or
not; whether his position or influence in the
communities where he is known is sufficient to
make it any object to discuss with him. There
are some persons, who, though they may be
highly endowed with a mistaken idea of their
own importance, nevertheless excite in the commu-
nity not the least possible concern as to what be-
comes of them or their doctrines. To discuss
with such is a foolish waste of time and ammu-
pition. 'We would not intimate that the gentle-
man above referred to is one of this kind, as we
do not know ; but all these points are to be taken
into consideration.

And, lastly, we have a work on that subject
called “ A Refutation of the Age to Come,” which
utterly overthrows that theory, and which we
are able to say with profound gratitude of heart
has driven from the ranks of S. D. Adventists
every vestige of that cheerless and frigid belief.
To that book, although it is now going through
its second edition, no reply has been attempted ;
and the publishers of Age to Come journals
have been careful not to let their readers know
that such a work was in existence, We are all
exceedingly busy in the promulgation of truths’
which are of vital importance to the people,
truths which pertain to the living present, not to
the distant and comparatively unexplored future.
And were we to make any suggestion to our
ministers relative t) the Age to Come, it would
be that believers in that doctrine could not con-
sistently call upon us for a discussion of that
duestion, till they at least attempt to answer this
work, to which we have repeatsdly endeavored
to call their attention. U, 8.

Modern Religion.

TALMAGE, in The Christian at Work, of Oct.
22, 1874, speaks as follows of the religion of the
present day which so generally leaves out the just
and holy, yet stern and inexorable, claims of
(Gtod’s moral law, and the necessity of heart-broken
repentance for sin.  Such religion will never make
a man meet for the kingdom of God. Mr. T.
says :—

“Qh! thismodern religion of sweet oil and su-
gar plums, that would make God a nerveless, in-
ert being that the world can run over and he say
nothing. My friends, while God is so merciful
and patient that he will take back the most besot-
ted wretch that ever came to him for help, he has
omnipotent indignation for those who refuse his
sway, and trample upon his law. Sodom must
perish ; sin must be crushed, and the whole world
acclaim the justice of God.” U. s,

Isa. 44: 22,

AN objection against our views of the same-
tuary and its cleansing has been raised on Isa
44:22, which some regard as unanswerable. It
reads thus: —

“I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return
unto me; for I have redeemed thee.”

There are three methods of speaking on such
subjects in the Scriptures; 1. In a temporal
sense, as connected with types or local judgments.
2. Prospectively, as having done that which shall
be done. 3. Absolutely, as having been fully ac-
complished. In either of the first two senses
may this text be taken, but not in the third.

In the type, sins were blotted out every year.

In this sense it might have been falfilled, as be
might have accepted their faith in that service.
In like manner, he did redeem them from tempo-
ral calamities. But in the antitype we find that
the sanctuary will be cleansed, and sin fally and
finally be blotted out, when the 2300 days of
Dan. 8:14, expire. In like manner the saints,
who are yet groaning for redemption, Rom. S:
23, will find it at the coming of Jesus. Tuke.
21:27, 28 ; Eph. 4:30.

We are no more warranted, by Isa. 44:22 to
consider that sins were finally and fully blotted
out seven hundred years before the Saviour died
than we are to believe that the redemption of the
saints was fully completed at that time. Other
reasons can be given why the objection is not a
valid one; but they are not necessary, because its
fallacy must be apparent to all.

J. H. WAGGONER.

Light from the Sanctuary.—No. 2.

IN the former article, it was shown that under
the sounding of the seventh trumpet the ark of
God’s ten commandments is discovered to be in the
temple in Heaven—this being the real sanctuary
of which the earthly was a figure or pattern—
and that this fact, foretold in the prophecy, is a
most convineing proof of the perpetuity of the en-
tire code of moral precepts written by the finger
of God and deposited in the ark belonging to
the “first covenant”” Heb. 9:1. The ark of
God’s testimony or covenant is in Heaven; and
it is there as late as the sounding of the seventh
trumpet. Consequently, that law is not yet abol-
ished.

But the opening of the temple in Heaven dis-
closes other light—light on the subject of the
Judgment. The moral law, contained in the ark,
is the rule of the Judgment; and, under the
sounding of the seventh trumpet, events in con-
secutive order are to transpire as follows: 1. The
nations are angry. 2. The wrath of God, con-
tained in the seven last plagues, comes. 3. The
time of the dead that they should be judged.
4. The giving of reward to all the righteous. 5.
The destruction of the wicked. “ And the na-
tions were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the
the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy serv-
ants the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear thy name, small and great ; and shouldest
destroy them that destroy the earth.” Rev.
11:18.

It will be noticed that the dead are judged be-
fore rewards are given. But the saints are re-
warded “ at the resurrection of the just.” Luke
14:14. Therefore the dead are judged, not aft-
er they are raised, but while they are dead.
The investigative Judgment takes place before
the advent and resurrection. Then the Judg-
ment is exeeuted, in regard to the saints, by
the resurrection to eternal life.

On the ending of the 2300 days in 1844, it
was proclaimed, in fulfillment of prophecy, “ The
hour of his Judgment is come.” Rev. 14:7.
With the end of the days came the great disap-
pointment. And why? Because it was believed,
as many believe now, that ‘the Judgment takes
place wholly after the coming of Christ and the
resurrection ; and so the first message of a series
of three was made the last message of probation,
But the disappointment led to the investigation
of the sanctuary and its cleansing; and it was
seen that the work of the cleansing of the sanct-
uary was the final disposal of the sins of the
saved ; as in the type the sins of all Isracl were
borne from the sanctuary and sent away upon the
head of the scape-goat. The antitype of this
work is performed by Christ as Iigh Priest: and
hence before his second advent, as his priesthood
and probation close before he is revealed from
Heaven in flaming fire, or as King of kings, and
Lord of lords.

As this light was being seen by our leading
brethren, the subject was approached cautious-
ly, and in speaking of the judgment-hour message
as fulfilled, it was sometimes explained as a proc-
lamation of the coming of the period of time
when the judgment might be expeeted. But the

| message was one of definite time for the com-

mencement of the Judgment. It could not be
made so indefinite; and the result of the in-
vestigation was the true understanding of the
Judgment in the sanctuary, namely, the blotting
out of all the sins of the righteous, and conse-
quently their acquittal in the Judgment, before
the advent and first resurrection. Reason would
say, First, the investigation and decision of the
Judgment, then, the execution of the Judg-

ment by giving rewards. With this the Script-
ures agree. ‘They which shall be accounted
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection
from the dead.” Luke 20:35. This implies
that before the resurrection from the dead, the
righteous are judged worthy to have part in the
first resurrection and in the world to come. But
this resurrection, and the change to immortality,
takes place ““ in a moment in a twinkling of an
eye, at the last trump.” Those thus rewarded
have previously been accounted worthy of this
reward. ¢ Behold, I come quickly; and my re-
ward is with me, to give to every man accarding
as his work shall be.” Rev. 22:12.

The psalmist had a view of the Judgment in
the sanctuary of God, recorded in Ps. 73. The
prosperity of the wicked in the world, while the
waters of a full cup were wrung out to the right-
eous, stumbled him in regard to the justice of
God. His steps had well-nigh slipped. He. be-
gan to reason that he had cleansed his heart in
vain; for he had been plagued and chastened,
while the wicked prospered and had more than
heart could wish. These thoughts were too pain-
ful for him until he went into the sanctuary
of God. ¢ Then,” said he, ‘“understood I their
end. Surely thou didst set them in slippery places |
thou castedst them down to destruction. How
are they brought into desolation, as in a moment ;
they are utterly consumed with terrors.”” He
now saw that, though the wicked might prosper
at present, there was a future Judgment, which
would vindicate the justice of God. That in the
sanctuary of God decisions would be made to re-
ward the suffering saints and cast the wicked
down to destruction. This explained the inequal-
ities of the present life. The wicked are not to
be envied for their prosperity. The Judgment is
coming. These things will all be set right; and
the throne of Him who sitteth between the cher-
ubim, above the ark and mercy-seat, will be guilt-
less.

Reader, the decision of your case and mine, yes,
of all living on the earth, will soon be given in
the sanctuary of God in Heaven. The 2300 days
have ended, and the sanctuary is being cleansed.
The last part of the ministry of our High Priest
is taking place. Socon the sins of all the saved
will be borne from the presence of God or blotted
out. When this work is ended, the cases of all
will be decided for life or death. Each has an
interest in this closing work of probation, and in
the closing message of probation. Rev. 14 :9-12,
Each has a canse soon to be decided for eternity.
Now we can find pardon. Soon it will be too
late. Let us choose life, that we may live. Let
us keep the commandments of God and the faith
of Jesus Christ. Then we shall have right to the
tree of life. R. F. CoTTRELL. -

Only Whitewashed.

THosE who contend that the world is improv-
ing in morals point to the superior intelligence,
education, refinement, and polish of this genera-
tion as evidence of the correctness of their posi-
tion. To these arguments the Christian Union,
of Nov. 11, makes the following truthful reply:—

¢ The rudenesses and vices of the last genera-
tion are not forgotten or gloswsed over, but in
their very worst developments they did not shock
and discourage people so severely as do the wick-
ednesses of which we read now-a-days in reports
feom Washington. Men car be expected to out-
grow savagery and rudeness, but we can hope
for nothing from those in whom "education and
refinement are prostituted to the purpose of mak-
ing easier and greater certain wrong doings, and
of hiding them more skillfully from the publie
gaze.”’

They are polished, but not purified ; white-
washed, but not cleansed. Inwardly, they are
full of all corruption. The same paper of Nov.
4, while endeavoring to take an emcouraging
view of the presert age, is compelled to make
the following confession :—

“Not infrequently do we hear it said that the
present is an exceptionally wicked generation,
that society i3 becoming rapidly demoralized,
and thut the prospect in regard to the future is
very dark and discouraging. And indeed it is
not to be denied that corruption, both in private
and public life, is lamentably frequent, that crime
of every grade abounds, and that men in all the
rolations of life ‘exhibit a degree of selfishness
which shows that the millenniua is yet afar off.”

In harmony with the above the San Francis-
co Call, of Oct. 22, has the following :—
“ THE IMMORALITY OF THE AGE.

If we confined our observations and researches
to California, we might think it exceptional s a
country of crime. The list of murders, suicides,

official delinquencies, aud other offenses, stretoh-

es out till it is appalling to contemplate. We
may and do deeply regret that so much can be
said ; and yet, when we compare our record with
that of other States where the population is less
cosmopolitan, and the public morality of clder
standing, we cannot discover that they have any
reason to make invidious comparisons.”

To the same effect, the California Chr/stim
Advocate (Methodist), of Nov. 5, says :—

“ An observer of public morals at the present
day cannot fail to see the effort being made to
blend or obscure the line of distinetion between
right and wrong, in all matters where the pleas-
ures of the world or the gratification of the pas-
sions are interfered with. The non-professing
world will not—probably caonot—let religion
alone. But that kind of religion, styled by S,
James ** pure and undefiled, from the IFather of
lights,” is too stringent, and has too much of the
element of self-denial to suit the world. Hence
the desire to dilute, to modify, to recast it, and
to give it such a mold and form as will make it
more inviting to the world and less tronblesome
to the conscience.”

Such testimonies might be given from almost
every journal of the day, all showing that cor-
ruption is rapidly inereasing among men.

D. M. CANRIGHT.

Is Adventism a New Thing ?

No. From the days of Enoch (see Jude 14.
16) to the age of the Messiah, prophets and
holy men, spake in the most enraptured tones, of
the scenes of the last days. Scripture writings
abound in prophetic warnings of the final catas-
trophe, and the victory. Both are held up to
the view of all who read the word of God.

The New Testament is more clear than the
Old on this subject. The revelation is an in-
spired commentary upon some portions of the
prophecy of Daniel ; and the words of Christ, in
Matt. 24, seem to be brought in still clearer light,
in the pages of John's Revelation.

Since the close of the canonical writings, good

"| men have borne their unequivocal testimony to

the same doctrine. Almost all the best and holi-
est of the universal church from Polycarp to Lu-
ther have borne the most undoubted testimony, to
the common belief' of the church, in the coming of
the Messish (personally) to the carth in the last
days. (See Voice of the Church, by D. T. Tay-
lor, a work of 400 pages, and of great interest.)

Very lately, coming in possession of a work
written by that learned and devoted minister, Dr.
John Owen, a dissenting clergyman, of the En-
glish church, in 1636, an author of many valuable
works, I was surprised to find an elaborate argu-
ment, proving that the decree of Artaxerxes, of
Ezra 7, was the true date for the beginning of the
seventy weeks of Daniel 9:24, rather than the
decree of Cyrus, or Darius. See Ezra chapters 7
and 4. This argument, written by Dr. Owen
some 200 years since, seemed so much like the
writings of S. D. Adventists that T could not
help comparing them ; and placing them side by
side, I was more firmly established than ever, if
possible, in the truth of our position.

Here we have Dr. John Owen, in those stormy
times of Cromwell, writing out the very truth
which Wm. Miller, James White, and others,
have produced in our days; and when Bro. Mil-
ler and others took this ground, it is not likely
they had ever seen this argument of Dr. Owen's.
Let scoffers say their say ; the truth is patent to
all.  Adventism is as old as the Bible.

Jos. CLARKE.

Death-Bed Repentance.

Ipox't ask you to take my poor words
about the brevity and uncertainty of life.
Ask any commercial man whose kind of busi-
ness necesgitates that he calculate the length of
human life—ask him in his business what he
thinks of the uncertainty of human existence.
“QOh!” says some man, “I shall repent on my
sick bed.” Will you? The last sickness, as
far as T have observed, is generally divided into
two parts. The first half of that final sickness
is spent in the expectation of getting well, in
the discussion of doctors and the different kinds
of medicine ; the last half in delirium or in stu-
pidity, or a consternation which prohibits re-
ligious thought, so that I take it for granted
that the poorest place on earth for a man to
repent of sin and prepare for Heaven is on his
death-bed.—Talmage.

OxE can never be the judge of another’s
grief. That which is a sorrow to ome is to-
another joy.

By taking revenge, a man is but even
with his enemy; but in passing it over he is

 superior.

k]
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ALONE.

“* And wken he had sent the multitudes away, he went
up into & mountain apart to pray ; and when the evening
was come he was there alone.”’

Tue day had folded its mantle,
Of amber and pearl and rose,
And the deeper shades of evening
The lamps of heaven disclose.

He had toiled for the throng who gathered,
From noon till the close of day,

But ainid the purple twilight
He had sent them all away.

And up to the quiet mountain,
By a path they had not known,
He came so sad and weary,
For he chose to be alone.

Did he wish to see the landscape,
That was spread so fair below !

Or beauty of lake Gennesaret,
As its waters ebb and flow ?

Or would mother earth afford him
A place for rest and sleep,

‘While angels from above him
Their loving watch should keep ?

Ah, no! the sinless Saviour
Felt the need of earnest prayer,
And took his great life burdens
Alone to his Father there.

Here is our fitting pattern,
O Christian, lone and tried.
Fear not to tell your sorrows
To Him who for you died.

Dear friends may gather round us,
‘When joy is at its hight ;

But few will choose to tarry,
And watch through sorrow’s night.

But where the Father placeth,
On mountain or in vale,
His ear will ever listen,
His promise never fail.

'Tis sweet to meet with others,
And claim God’s blessing there,

But greater strength oft cometh,
From earnest, secret prayer.

The trees are very graceful,
That have in forests grown ;
But tempests prove the stronger,
Is that which stands alone.

He who has placed the lily
Upon the lakelet’s wave,
Ishe who in such pity
His Son for sinners gave.

And he who spread the wildwood,
With green and velvet moss,

Is he who helps the Christian
Upbear each daily cross.

And if he deems it better
Thy earthly path should lie
Where thon must suffer lonely,
Ne'er stop to ask him why.

But clasp the dear hand closer,
Thou shalt hereafter know,

That untold bliss awaiteth
Those who proved true below.

MARY MARTIN.

_Qrugrwﬁ of the Ganse.

e that gosth forth and weepath, bearing precious seed, shall doubt
less come azain with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

s San Franeisco, Cal.

Ouvr tent-meeting in this city has been in
progress one month. It has rained consider-
ably during this time, which injured our
meetings some, as the tent was not calcula-
ted for rainy weather; but most of the time
we have had good weather. It is now very
pleasant. The hills and valleys are begin-
ning to look green, and cattle will soon be
able to pick their living. Strawberries and
all kinds of fresh vegetables are in the
market. It does not seem much like winter.
We are still comfortable in the tent. The
attendance has been good, much of the time
large.
850 worth of books, and given away a good
many.

Last Sabbath our hearts were made glad
by seeing one after another arise and say,
“This is the first Sabbath I ever kept;” and
another, *“This 1s the second I have ,ob-
served;” while another says, I thank God
for the blessed light I have received here,”
and so on. About twenty have now fully
decided to keep the Sabbath, As usual, many
more are convinced for whom we still hope.

I was much interested in the case of an
intelligent first-day Adventist, lately from
the Eist. He says that he has long been
trying to get some light on the two-horned
beast, and the third angel’s message, and
other similar points, but that people could
give him no light. 'When he inquired about
Seventh-day Adventists, he was informed
that there were only a few of them who
lived in Battle Creek, and that they were not
doing much any way. He was sarprised to
learn the extent of our work. When he
came into the tent and heard us, he said it
seemed like old times again; the preaching

We have sold, probably, upwards of

had the genuine Advent ring, which was be-
coming less and less discernable in their own
ranks. He now rejoices with us in the whole
truth. Probably there are hundreds more in
just his condition who are ready for the truth
as goon as they can see it.

Many interesting cases like this have oc-
curred in connection with our meeting. Two
intelligent Catholics have taken their stand
upon the Sabbath. Many who are transiently
stopping in the city have heard, and bought
books, and taken the paper. Some have
embraced the truth to go home and carry
the light with them.

We have had no public opposition. Indeed,
this is one"advantage in laboring in a large
city. Ministers generally let us alone. Hence
I notice that those who do come out do so
with less labor. It is our custom to take up
a collection every Sunday evening. We re-
ceive a good deal toward our expenses in
this way. We have baptism next Sunday.
We now have considerable over a hundred
Sabbath-keepers in the two places, San Fran-
cisco and Oakland. Both churches are in a
good condition, all in harmony, and working
zealously. They are but a few minutes’ ride
apart, and can readily meet together any
Sabbath., New ones are coming out in Oak-
land without any preaching.

We feel much encouraged, and thank Go{
for the success of the truth this season in
these places. D. M. CavriGHT.

San Francisco, Nov. 15, 187}.

Ohio.

AccorpING to a previous arrangement,
the church of Defiance met at the house of
C. G. Daniels on Sabbath, November 14, for
a two days, meeting. The great object of
this meeting was to try to encourage the
1scattered Sabbath-keepers of north-western
Ohio to unite with this little company, get
into working order, and go with the remnant
church to Mount. Zjon.

Some twelve scattered and lonely Sabbath-
keepers besides the little company of ten
that hold regular Sabbath meetings here,
came together; and, best of all, Jesus gave
us his Holy Spirit, and we were all led to
praise the Lord in fullness of joy in a profit-
able prayer and social meeting.

On first-day morning, at 8 a. a1, the friends
came together to consider the object of the
meeting. After considering the matter and
hearing words of good cheer from a nnmber
of brethren and sisters, it was decided by a
unanimous vote that we hold another gen-
eral merting at this place on the third Sab-
bath and Sunday in December, and an invi-
tation is hereby extended to all the scattered
Sabbath-keepers of Putnam, Henry, Pauld-
‘ing, and Defiance Counties to meet with us.
Come, dear brethren and sisters, up to this
meeting prepared to work for the Lord.

Any wishing to come on the R. R. can be
met at the depot by corresponding with the
writer. Can Bro. St. John be at our meetin
in December? This meeting will be held in
the new Bethel church controlled by the
Christian denomination, which is open for
us to hold meetings in.

The foregoing meeting closed with a so-
cial meeting in which some twenty-four tes-
timonies were given in favor of the truth;
and a large measure of the sweet, melting
influence of the Holy Spirit rested down in
our midst, and we were all made to rejoice
in the Lord and take courage to go on.

This was the largest number of Sabbath-
keepers ever convened in this county. Pray
for us.

By request. C. G. Dax1ELs.

Illinois.

It has been sometime since I have reported
through the Review; but as I have labored
in connection with Bro. Colcord, my labors
have mostly been reported by him. After
our general meeting in Greenup, I spent sev-
eral weeks in recruniting my health., From
Nov. 7 to 15, spent in connection with Bro.
C. holding meetings at Arthur and Loving-
ton. At Arthur three or four. are keeping
the Sabbath. Others, for whom we hope,
are reading our periodicals with much in-
terest. At Lovingtop the brethren are mak-
ing some advancement. Quite a number are
quitting their tobacco, tea, and coffece.  Sev-
eral have been baptized, and others expect
to go forward soon.

/. Their new church, which in several re.
{spects is the neatest church building in the
place, is finished ready for plastering.

Nov. 20, commenced meetings in this place
in the Christian church. Have been here
eleven days, and have spoken thirteen times.
Congregations thus far are not very large,
owing perhaps to bad weather and much
prejudice. Have had no congregations to
exceed perhaps 150, yet those who do come
are regular in their attendance, and manifest
a deep interest. If the Lord will help I hope
for some success here.

C H. Buiss.

Milton, Coles Co., Ill., Dec. 1, 1874.

South-western Xowa.

Bro H. G. Buxton reports two new converts
to the trnth in Blue Grove,and others favorable ;
and another family brought out in Bedford;
making ten o all in the latter place. Kleven
dollars worth of tracts and books were sold in
these places.

Hungering for the Word of Life.

The following letter from Buffalo Co., Neb.,
shows how some would prize the privilege
of listening to the preaching of the truth.

Dear Review axp HEraLD : Please send
gsome one to preach to us. We are like lost
sheep. We have never heard one word on
the present truth, and we are keeping the
Sabbath just by reading and searching the
Scriptures. We keep the Sabbath, but not as
we would be glad to keep it. My husband
and I are all alone in this part of the coun-
try; and we want some one to come and
rouse us and our neighbors up to the love of
God. Please come ere it is too late; for we
are so thirsty for the water of life ; and Satan
is ever watching his chance and trying to
cool our ardor, and he sometimes succeeds,
but we pray to God and he helps us along.

" We would rejoice if we had church and Sab-

bath-school privileges. Oh'! do listen to our
cry for help. Weneed the truth here so much.
I strive to do a little in lending tracts and
papers; butitseems such alittle. May God
hear our prayer for help.

Sarrie E. Youna.

Bread Found.

Tar wise man says: “Cast thy bread up-
on the waters; for thou shalt find it after
many days.” “In the morning sow thy
seed, and in the evemnpg withhold not thine
hand; for thou knowest not whether shall
prosper, either this or that, or whether they
both shall be alike good.” In harmony with
this injunction, and fulfillment of this bless-
ed promise, we relate a few instances which
lately came under our observation and which
prove these sayings true and faithfal.

A few years since, the enly daughter of
kind and affectionate parents, embraced the
truth and kept the Sabbath alone while the
rest of the family pursued their usual avo-
cations. She afterwards became the wife of
one who had long been obeying the truth:
and now she sleeps, awaiting the call to a
glorions immortality.

Another family had been the recipients of
the Revisw during the late gsix months trial
volume, sent through the Tract and Mission-
ary Society by some unknown friend. Inthe
same place, a lady, whose health was such
that when her attention was called to the
subject of health reform by one of its friends,
she took the Reformer, adopted its principles
8 far as she could, and became friendly to
those who advocated them.

A man from the same vicinity, on the
fourth day of last July, went to a neighbor-
ing village, to visit an acquaintance of his
who was not a believer in present truth.
While there, he accidently picked up a vol-
ume of *“ Spiritual Gifts” that his friend had
borrowed a short time before ; and it opened
to a reference concerning the Sabbath where
he read a few sentences which arrested his
attention; and on returning home, he took
his Bible to prove that the first day of the
week was the Sabbath. .

In all these cases, we see bread cast upon
the waters and the sequel shows that it was
found again.

During the past season, the tent was
pitched in the same village, and among
those who embraced the truths of the third
angel’s message during that series of meet-
inge, was the mother of the faithful and
godly daughter above mentioned ; the whole
family who had received the REviEw, the
lady whose sympathies were with the Re-
JSormer, and the man who had read but a few
words on the Sabbath in that volume which
only refers to the subject. He was the first
to embrace the whole truth and take his
stand upon it, even at the loss of his sitna-
tion.

And yet more: while this meeting was in |

progress, another man, whose attention had
been called to present trath, came twenty
miles, attended two Sabbath meetings with
us, and since then has taken his stand upon
the truth and is now keeping the Sabbath.

Another case of the same character has
come to light since I came to this place,
where 1 have been holding meetings about
two weeks. A minister of the Baptist church
a few months since, whiie walking along the
road, picked up a small tract (* Sabbath by
Elihu”), a seed fallen by the wayside. His
attention was arrested and doubts arose in
his mind concerning the divine authority of
first-day observance. Since the meetings be-
gun here he has attended regularly, and now
before I have done with the Sabbath ques-
tion, he is fully'satisfied where the truth lies.
Last night he came into our room to talk
with us, and said, “ As for me, I must obey
God; my duty is clear.”

Here was bread cast upon the waters but
a short time since, by some one who loved
its sweetness, which is now found at this
early date; and although it was seed sown
by the wayeide, it was picked up by one
whose heart is now imbued with the spirit
of the truth, and the fruit of which, it is
hoped, may be seen in the kingdom of God.
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”
“He that goetb forth and weepeth, besring
precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with
him.” R. M. Kirgore.

Huncock, N. H.

Where Are We?

W are living at a period in the history of
the world when great events are brought about
in a short space of time. Speak to a person, a
few years ago, of the time coming when the
laws of our government would be so changed as
to be oppressive to any class of Christian~, and
the idea would be scoffed as incredible. At the
present time, after people have listened to, and
seen the effects of, the proclamation of the third
angel’s message, we find many very z alously ad-
vocating the necessity of such a law.

A short time since, I had the privilege of
atterding a class-meeting held by the United
Brethren, the leader of which and several of the
class were about to commenee to keep the Lord’s
Saibbath. At the close of the testimouies, the
following remarks were made by the leader :—

“Since the Sabbath question has been agitated
here, I have been carefully investigatiog the
matter. I have examined every passage speak-
ing on the subject of the Sabbath and law from
Geenesis to Revelation, and have tried in every
way to upset this doctrine. I found that, if the
law of God isstill binding, theseventh day isthe
Sabbath. I then sought proof that the law is
abolished. I sought refuge hehind the declara-
tion, ‘“Behold, I make a!l things new.”” Here
the Sabbath must be included. But I found this
referred to a time when there is no more death.
Either the apostles tell an untruth when they
say that the Sabbath precades the first day of the
week, or we when we say the first day is the Sab-
bath. I find the law of God is still binding, and
that the Sabbath is a part of that law. 1 find
the whole duty of man summed up in the com-
mandments of God; and as for me I will keep
these commandments.”

- An officious and leading man in the church
then arose, and expressed himself as follows:—

“You are acting hastily and very unwisely.
You had better wait till our next quarterly
meeting before deciding to take such a course.—
Qur fathers died keeping the first day, and we
know they are in Heaven. My father died, and
came back and told us all was well. Why did nos
he warn us to keep Saturday lest we go to hell!”

The former replied : ¢ It is not safe to post-
pone present duty till the future. When con-
verted I promised God that I would scrve him.
New light is shining upon my pathway, and I
will try to walk in this light.”

¢ At the present time,” replied the other, ¢ peo-
ple have the privilege of keeping the day they
see fit; but, as for my part, I shall be glad to sec
the time come wheu the day will be established
by law, and all be obliged to keep it.”

The minds of the people are being rapidly
prepared to vote in favor of an ¢ image to the
beast.”” The winds are being held that the serv-
ants of God may be ¢“sealed.” Soon, we know
not how soon, the “ winds "’ will blow, the * great
battle” will be fought, the “ trump of God ™ will
sound, ¢ the heavens and the earth shall shake,”
“the dead in Christ shall rise,” and with them
“ we which are alive and remain”’ will be taken
to the mansions now being prepared for ¢ all
them also that love his appearing.”

CHas. 1. Bovp.

Health Tracts.

A rEw days since, I received a package of
health tracts, for which I feel very thankful.
Immediately upon the reception of them, I
carelessly placed them within the reach of
one whom I have long tried to persuade to
adopt the healthreform. My pleadings were
in vain. Never, so long as life and reason
remain, would he deny himself of what his
appetite craved. If he had money to buy
with, he would have it, if it killed hym. But
judge of my surprise, dear reader, when this
game person, who had read and reread the
Health Reformer, after reading those tracts,
informed me that he should never again par-
take of the filthy swine, and that he should
give up his tea, &c.

As he is one who makes no profession of
Christiapnity, it encourages us to press for-
ward. Could people be induced to view the
health reform from a religions standpoint,
learn to deny self, and seek to comply with
the admonition of the apostle Paul in Rom.
12:1, their minds and bodies would be in a
healthier condition, better prepared to enjoy
life and religion, and to receive the pure and
unadulterated truth. And as the health re-
form is 8o intimately connected with the third
angel's message, it may be used as a sort of
pioneer, to go ahead and break up the fallow
ground, and so prepare for the good seed
that is soon to follow.
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God is moving by his Holy Spirit upon
the hearts of the people, and souls are being
prepared for the loud cry of the third angel’s
mesgage. Soon the privilegs of being a co-
worker with Jesus, will be among the things
that were, and unless we act well our part
in the great work that is before us, use our
means, time, talents, and influence, toward
gathering sheaves for the heavenly garner,
we shall be the recipients of those dreadful
words, “I never knew you; depart from me,
ye that work inignity.” M. Woob.

Boston, Muss., Nov. 19, 187}.

The Lord Is Coming.

Tuose who have preached the present
truth in this place have shown plainly by the
Scriptures that the Son of God is soon to
array himself in robes of vengeance and de-
scend the blazing vault of heaven, taking
vengeance on all that know not God and obey
not the gospel of our Lord. The doubts are
all removed from my mind and the clouds
from my sky. I thank the Lord that I have
the privilege of being numbered with those
who are watching and waiting for that
blessed hope, and T am determined by the
grace of God to keep my attention fixed upon
that great object, looking for and hast-
ing unto the dayof God and the blessed
appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Mary A. MARTIN.

Woodland Cal.

Significant Items.
ONE who has been a close observer of morals,
and a Judge of the civil courts, is certainly well
qnalified to testify of the

INCREASE of CRIME.

Jndge Maxwell in his address to the Grand
Jury of Polk County, said : « Daring the twenty
years [ have lived in Towa, T have never known a
time when the number and atrocity of capital
crimes wereso alarming. Thisisprobablythe last
time I shall ever charge a Grand Jury in Polk
County. T haveno complaint tomakeagairst the
Polk County jury; it has always done its duty,
and its efforts have been well seconded by the
Petit Jury. We have also had able prosecutors ;
and yet, with all our watchfulness, the disposition
to commit crime appears to be greater than at
any time during the past ten years. We donot
know how many women and children have been
killed in Des Moines ; we only know that some
of us have not been killed. During the time I
bave been on the bench the records show that in
this district there have been nine hundred and
seventy criminal trials, resulting in four hundred
and four convictions and five hundred and sixty
six acquittals.  Fifty two convictshave been sent
to the penitentiary. The amount of fines as-
segsed i3 841,951, $33,026 of these were fines in
liquor cases. $16,420 have been collected.”

Aud another Judge grants indulgence to hreak
the decalogue as interpreted by modern theole-
gy —

Max Strakosch havingannounced an oparatic
entertainment by his troupe;in New Yoik, the
other night, the police board forbade it. Max
applied to the Judge of the Supreme Court for
an injunction restraining the board from inter-
fering, which was granted. “ Sacred concerts, ”
sn-called, are given in New York nearly every
Sunday night, and ehurch choirs are fall of op-
eratic singers, and no protest is made.

This last sentence states a fact which must be
admitted, and this custow, which prevails to so
large an extent in the popular churches, entirely
reverses the order of the poets. One sings:—

«Oh! for a thousand tongues, to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise!”

And another commands :—

 Let those refuse tv sing,
Whe never knew our God

The following would appear to indicate a ful.
fi-lment of Luke 21 : 25 :—

In the gale on the 7tb inst. a 2-acre island in
8t. Louis Bay, 1} miles from Minnesota Point,
near Daluth, was displaced, and floated 3 miles
down into Daluth Bay, and landed at Allen’s
ship-yard. Upon the island are pine trees that
will measure 3 feet across the stump, and it is
thickly covered over with other timber. The
soil on the island is assolid as any on the main-
land.

A typhoon in China, with earthquake and tidal-
wave accompaniments, on September 22, ruined
Hong Kong, Macao and other places, destroyed
shipping, killed 20,000 people, and destroyed mill-
ions of property. Daring the storm, pirates
burned 700 buildings in Macao for plunder. The
bodies could not be buried fast enough, d com-
position was so rapid, and 4,000 corpses were cre-
mated, having first been smeared with tar.

R M. KILGoORE,

Repose the Secret of Power.

A PRACEFUL life is most likely to be a full one,
with fiaer and keener sensibilities; better related
to beauty and poetry and all higher matters;
more dignified and self-respecting.

Repose is the secret of power in persons, pic-

tures, statues, architecture, books, and nature,
as if it were a means of retaining as well as
disclosing life; and health d:mauds a frequent
prusiog to restore the balance of thesystem, and
keep up perfect circulations.

The night, if spent in healthy slecp after
proper evering hours, reduces the world’s chaos,
and we are new every morning.

‘Who does not know the magic of 2 brief pause
in the midst of the worst confusion? A calm
of five minutes will invite back our vagrantideas
and powers.

So the home should be like a hush and a lul-
laby in this headlong, whirling, noisy, furious,
and distracted world ot the nineteenth century
—a nook apart from the thoroughfares—a grot or
bower under the sky, where the beautiful spirits
of the air will hover and darce.

Its atmosphere should be a little criental and
cheering, as if exhaled from poppies and balsams.

¥our Distinguished Men Predict a ¥uro-
pean War.

Farner HyacinTHE and Vietor Hugo have
joined Mr. Disraeli and the pope in prophesying
the approach of a tremenduous war, which shall
rage all over Europe and eclsewhere. Mr. Dis-
racli predicted that the war would be a religious
one, and that it would convulse the globe. The
pope described the impending struggle as one
between the armies of the Archangel Michael
and the hosts of Satan. According to the prog-
nostication of Father Hyacinthe, the coming
war will be three-fold, and will include a fearful
conflict between popular rights and the power of
capital, in which the combatants will tear each
other to pieces. Aeccording to the vaticination
of Victor Hugo, the great and inevitable encount-
er is to be “ between two principles, republic and
empire.”  He says that *“ we have before us—in
Europe—a series of catastrophies which engender
each other, and which must be exhausted ;” that
‘“we can get a glimpse of peace only across a
shock of arms;” that “ between the present and
the future there is a fatal interposition ;” that
“ kings must expiate their crimes;” and that the
separation of the pcople will result in federation
and fraternity. He thus closes his prophecy of
the ¢ Universal Fatherland:” ¢ The solution is
this: The United States of Hurope. The end
will be for the people—that is to say, for liberty
and for God—that is t» say—for peace.” There
must surely be something in the atmosphere of
Kurope that leads so many prophets to prophesy
the approach of war—war about religion, repub-
licanism, and the rights of human nature.

Ventilation of Cellars.

As the time is approaching when cellars will
be closed up, so to remain most of the winter,
it is a fit time to inquire if the collection of foul
air in the cellar may not either be prevented or
corrected. A cellar in which are kept vegetables
and fruit, especially if it is somewhat damp, not
only contains an atmosphere dangerous to inhale,
but it imparts it more or less to the rooms
above, It is true that the effects are felt more
as warm weather approaches, but confined,
damp, tainted air is dangerous at all times.

As the worst air in a cellar is usually the
Lieaviest, and therefore remains near the bottom,
and as the windows are necessarily small and
near the top, and as there can be no opening to
admit air at the bottom, it is evident that open-
ing the windows occasionally, as may be done
in favorable weather even in winter, will not
dispel the foul air which lies below the range of
a current through the windows.

I know of but one certain method of purify-
ing the air in a damp cellar, and that is by
means of a pipe. This may be as small as de-
sired; two inchesin diameter will answer, Let
the lower end remain open, and within a few
inches of the bottom of the cellar, and connect
the upper end to a stove pipein the ordinary T
method. The upward draft, especially when
thereis fire in the stove, will cause a draft from
the bottom of the pipe, and of course cause the
air to move at the bottom of the cellar.

Because the air in cellars is usually damp and
foul it has been thought by some that cellars
under houses are injurious and ought to be
abandoned. But I think not. A house with
close underpinning, as is usually seen, admits of
no circulation, nor of examination, while, with
proper care, the air in a cellar may be as pure
as that in any part of the house, and admits of
renovation at any time. Who will remember
this? And who, that has a damp cellar, will
act upon the suggestion %

J. H. WAGGONER.

Most people need all the strength which a
high-toned public opinion can give them to
keep them true to their conscience and their
God; and that opinion is partly formed by
what we do and what we are. Strive earnestly,
then, to order your life with a wise simplicity.
Be frugal in the shows, and generous in the
substances of life. Set the example so greatly
needed, of wholesome moderation. Show that
you care for character above all else.—Sel.

- Svccess in life is very apt to make us forget
the time when we were not much. It is just
80 with a frog on a jump; he can’t remember
when he was a tadpole, but other folks can.—

RESIGNATION—AN ACROSTIC.

[The initial letters of the alternate lines beginning with
the first, giv: the word raruer. The remaining initial
letters give the word MOTHER. )

Father, to thee I lift my longing eyes,
M y hope, my love, my all now rest in thee ;
2 round my shattered bark the tempests rise,
O let thy arms of love encircle me.
The lights of time are fading one by one,
T he glow of earthly bliss has fled my gaze;
H ung on thy mercy and thy love alone,
H ere would I linger out my fleeting days.
E ntwine thine arms around thy lonely one,
Enwrap him in thy robes of peifect love,
R emove each strain, and when life’s work is done,
R aise to a mansion in thy courts above.

The Mission of Hygienists.

Ir would seem that the aim and scope of a
movement which has been in progress so long
as the one in which we are engaged, should be
by this time so well understood that any at-
tempt at such a definition as we propose to make
in this article would be wholly superfluous.
That such is not the case, however, is the con-
clusion which constantly forces itself upon us as
the result of repeated observations. Ifwemay
judge from the pointed, caustic paragraphs
which are constantly appearing in popular jour-
nals, magazines, and newspapers (and these are
but the echoes of public sentiment), we may
justly conclude that in the eyes ofa large major-
ity of individuals, health reformers are looked
upon as a horde of insurgents against human
happiness ; a set of stoics whose flinty natures
delight in depriving life of all its pleasures ;
monomaniacs in whom the promptings of rea-
son and sound judgment are totally eclipsed by
the chimerical fancies of a disordered brain ;
iconoclasts who delight in repudiating and at-
tacking everything which has received the sane-
tion of custom.

The object of this article is not to deny in
toto the justness of such representations as we
have just referred to, although we are glad to
believe that they are false as regards the great
mass of hygienists ; for we fear that there has
been, unfortunately, far too much occasion for the
prevalence of such views. It is to the probable
origin of such prejudicial notions that we wish
to call attention.

Perhaps the greatest misfortune common to

all reformations is the fact that the novelty of’

the movement attracts to its ranks a certain
number of hot-headed fanatics who eagerly
seize upon every favorable opportunity for mak-
ing a raid upon established usages, and who
delight in exhibiting and cultivating oddity and
eccentricity. Such individuals do not fail to
announce their peculiar views upon every pos-
sible occasion, presenting them in the most ob-
trusive and repulsive manner. By so doing
they not ounly disgrace themselves in the eyes of
all sensible persons, but also bring reproach
upon the cause to which they claim adherence,
and thus upon each individual member con-
nected with it. 'We are often pained to meet
with the most conclusive cvidence that there
are quite 'too many characters of this stamp
within our ranks; and we here enter an ear-
nest protest that such individuals shall not be
considered as representatives of the true char-
acter of the movement.

Another evil which has been the curse of ev-
ery reformation, from man’s first emergence
from barbarism to the present moment, is the
tendency to extremes which seems to be inher-
ent in the human mind. A suspended body
which is by any means drawn from a perpen-
dicular, when released, quickly oscillates to a
point nearly as far from the perpendicular, on
the opposite side. 8o with men whose minds
are deficient in intellectual ballast ; the momen-
tum which they acquire in breaking away from
the chains of habit and time-honored customs,
drives them far beyond the equipoise of truth ;
and thus they defeat the purpose which first
prompted a reform, and find their latter state as
bad as the former, or even worse. We need
scarcely say that the cause of health reform is
daily suffering from the ignominy and oppro-
brium occasioned by the absurd freaks and ultra
notions of this class of pseudo-reformers. In a
future article we will attemapt to define more
clearly what we characterize as extreme or
ultra.

But there is still another cause which we
have become convinced is operating still more
powerfully against the interests of this move-
ment than either of those yet mentioned, and
to which we shall venture to refer, although
sensible that we are running some risk of in-
curring the displeasure of many who honestly
consider themselves as valiant champions of the
cause ; viz., what seems to be a vindictive spirit
against the whole medical profession, together
with the totality of their teachings, on the part
of a certain class of persons who are always
ready with a volley of wholesale denunciations
of every M. D. who carries a pill box. Sucha
course only excites contempt, and is beneath
the dignity of a true reformer who claims to
have logic and common sense on his side. We
may rejoice in the glorious light of health re-
form, which gives us true notions of the nature
of disease, its cause, and rational treatment ; but
it will not do for us to allow ourselves to become

egotistical and conceited. A health reformer
should be of all men the last to look with con-
tempt upon science and its votaries. ‘Without
science, health reform would not be in existence.
Itis only through the instrumentality of the
arduous labors and researches of scientific men
that we have been delivered from the gross em-
piricism and superstition of the dark ages. It
should be distinctly understood that health re-
form is not a crusade against science. Neither
is it a raid upon the medical profession. All
the progress in the treatment of disease, and all
the improvement in public hygiene have come
through the profession ; and whatever may be
said concerning many of the deductions of so-
called medical science, it cannot be disputed
that modern medicine presents a collection of
facts relating to the causes, natural history, and
characteristic symptoms of individual diseases
which are of infinite value to the human fam-
ily, and which demand the respect of every in-
telligent person.

Health reform embraces all that is true and
reliable concerning the relations of health and
disease to habits of life and material surround-
ings. It gathers the rays of truth frem every
quarter, and radiates them wherever its influ-
ence extends. It has no issue with individuals,
it only deals with principles. We have good
feelings and wishes for all, and welcome with
joy every token of the progress of truth and the
exposure of error. —J. H. K., in Health Re-
former.

Conscientious Stomachs.

SoxmE reader will smile at the apparent in-
congruity of the above heading; but no other
will so well express the idea we wish to convey,
and so we venture to use it. Quite frequently
we hear from the lips of those who have been
complying with the requirements of hygiene re-
lating to diet for some months, remarks like the
following :—

“I believe that health reform is making me
a dyspeptic; I am certain my stomach is not
halfas strong as it used to be. When I'lived as
people generally do, I could eat anything I
pleased, and never know the difference; but
now, I cannot vary in the least degree from the
hygienic diet without suffering for it.  For-
merly, I could eat between meals as much as I
pleased, and at any time of the night or day.
Now, if I even take a small bite at night, I get
up in the morning with a headache, and feel ill
all day.”

The individual is correct in attributing this
change in the disposition of his stomach iv the
effects of hygienic diet; but he should regard
it as a matter of rejoicing, rather than as a
thing to be regretted. He need entertain no
fears of dyspepsia ; the change which he notices
is the result of the return to health of his di-
gestive organs. The nerves which were once
stupefied and blunted by caustic and irritating
condiments, have become acute and active, In
stead of allowing the stomach to be imposed up-
on with all manner of disturbing and unwhole-
some compounds, as formerly, they are now-
faithful sentinels, and at once protest whenever
any violation of the laws which govern its
healthy action occurs.

‘What would be thought of the mental status
of a converted thief who should complain that
he had made a great mistake in renouncing his
nefarious profession, for previously to doing so
he never felt any qualms of conscience, even if
he picked a pocket or robbed a bank; while
now his peace of mind was totally destroyed if
he deviated ever so slightly from the require-
ments of scrupulous honesty? Or what would
be “considered the sincerity of an individual
who claimed to be penitent for past acts of vil-
lainy and cruelty, but still continued in the
same course of life without remorse %

People who find that their stomachs are be-
come much more sensitive than formerly as the
result of a reformatory change in diet should
accept the same as an evidence of returning
health. All they need to do is to follow im-
plicitly the indications of experience. Of course
these suggestions are not intended to apply te
that class of dyspeptics who are continually
watching their feelings, and anticipating injury
from their food. Such persons must act upon
principle rather than feeling if they would ac-
quire health.

The Roman Sentinel.

WueN Pompeii was destroyed, there were very
many buried in the ruins of it who were afterward
found in very different situations. There were
some found who were in the streets, as if they
had been attempting to make their escape.—
There were some found in deep vaults, as if they
had gone thither for security. There were some
found in lofty chambers ; but where did they find
the Roman sentinel? They found him standing
at the city gate, with his hand still grasping the
war weapon, where he had been placed by his
captain. And there—while the heavens threat-
ened him—there, while the earth shook beneath
him-—there, while the lava-streams rolled—he had
stood at his post; and there, after a thousand
years, he was found. So let Christians stand to
their duty.
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The Amendment Movement,

A convention of the friends of the religious
amendment is to be held at Tremont Temple,
Boston, commencing Wednesday evening Dec. 16,
at 74 o’clock. The Christian Statesman of Nov.
21, 1874, gives the following additional announce-
ments :—

“Arrangements are in progress for three con-
ventions in the West, one for Illinois and adjacent
States, on the 27th and 28th of January ; another
for Kansas and adjacent States, on the 10th and
11th of February ; and still another for Ohio and
adjoining States, early in March. It is intended
to work up each convention with the same care,
in regard to all matters of details, as if it were a
national convention. Let the friends everywhere
do their utmost for the success of these meetings.”

_z8~The Biblical Messenger, a large eight-page,
ably-conducted Advent monthly, published by A.
A. Hoyt, is to be removed from Plainfield, Vt., and
published hereafter in Waterbury, Vt.

To Correspondents.

How shall we reconcile 1 Kings 22:10-23, with the
character of God? R. M. K.

Axs. We understand it to be a judicial act on
the part of God to abandon Ahab, because of his
crimes, to the deception of a lying spirit. Ahab
liad so departed from Ged, that his ruin was justly
predetermined in the counsels of Heaven. The
question now was how it should be brought about.
Ahab had in his own employ the very instruments
that would do it. He had rejected the prophets of
God and chosen the prophets of Baal. Therefore
the Lord permits the spirit of the devil in them
to deceive him. Thus evil is used to punish evil.
In the same way we may understand such express-
ions as hardening Pharaoh’s heart, Ex. 4:21,
making the ears of the people heavy and shutting
their eyes, Isa. 6 : 10, sending men strong delusion
. that they should believe a lie, 2 Thess. 2:11, &e.

Please to harmonize Matt. 24 :14, with Rom. 10:18,
and Col. 1 :23. M. VLT

Axs. The first text says that the gospel of the
kingdom must be preached in all the world for a
witness to all nations, and then the end shall
come. Rom. 10 :18 says their sound [the first
preaching of the gospel] went into all the earth ;
and Paul, in Col. 1:23, says that the gospel was
preached in his day to every creature under heaven.
Matt. 24:14 cannot yet have been fulfilled, at
least for any longer period of time than can be
covered by the word ‘“then ;” for the end has not
yet come. The passages in Romans and Colossians
must of course be limited to such portions of the
world as were then known to civilization ; and
they were undoubtedly, in that sense, strict-
ly true: all the then known world heard the
cospel.  But half of the world was then undis-
covered ; and great nations were to be developed
which then had no existence. Matt. 24 : 14, can-
not, from the very nature of the case, be fulfilled,
till all the world has been discovered and is
reached by the gospel, unless we are to suppose
that the gospel is a limited affair, designed for only
a portion of the human race, and that the world
would be brought to an end, while yet a part of
it had never been reached by the good news of
salvation. But all our globe is now explored ;
every land has heen discovered ; and every nation
that is to exist has been developed ; for other
prophecies show that no other nations are to suc-
ceed those now on the stage of action. Matt. 24 :
14, can therefore now be fulfilled.

What is meant by the word forest in Isa,

20:17; 32
15, and other like places?

H, H, Y.

Axx. Forest here is put in contrast with the
fraitful field, and seems to denote a waste, uncul-
tivated place. Commentatorsare quite unanimons
in the opinion, which seems quite probable, that
these passages look forward to the call of the Gen-
tiles. The Jews had previously been God’s vine-
yard, his cultivated field, They were to become
a wilderness or waste, by rejecting Christ. While
the Gentiles, previously like Lebanon an unculti-
vated wilderness, were, by receiving the gospel,
to become a fruitful field. Christ said to the Jews
“‘The kingdom of God shall be taken from you,
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof.”

Will you explain the seeming difference between the
following texts in relation to God’s repenting. The
following texts say that he does repent : Gen. 6:6, 7 ;
Tix, 32 :14; Deut. 82 :86; Judges 2 :18; 1 Sam. 15:1],
55; 2 Sam. 24:16; 1 Chron. 21:15; Ps. 106: 44, 45 ;
Jer. 15:8-10; 26:12-19; Joel 2:12-14; Jonah 8:10;
1: 2. While the following texts say that he does not
repent: Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:29; Mal. 3:6 ; Rom.
11:29; Jas. 1:17. E. C.

The word repent as applied to the Lord, seems
to be used in the Scriptures in two senses : First,
to denote a change of principle, secondly, a change
of purpose. In the first sense the Lord does not
repent, or act on different principles, as men
sometimes do ; but in the second he does repent,
or change his purpose, concerning individuals or
nations, because all his promises and theatenings
are based on conditions. The principle on which
he invaribly acts is stated in one of the passages

above referred to. Jer. 18 :8-10. Even when a
promise is given to prosper and build up a nation,
if they give themselves up to evil, God will turn
from his purpose, and withhold his blessing.
This is a just condition ; for God cannot become
the ally of sin by prospering iniquity. And when
he threatens evil against any people on account
of their iniquities, if they suitably repent, he
will turn from the evil. God never repents in the
sense of acting on any different principle from this ;
for he cannot favor iniquity, or condemn righteous-
ness. But this principle does render necessary at
times a change in his purposes concerning men,
according as their actions are good or bad. And
in every instance where God is said to repent, it
will be found to be in accordance with this prin-
ciple. Of this the reader can satisfy himself by
lJooking up the passages referred to. U, s
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to purchase a power press, engine, and printing
material for the Pacific Coast. Others will be ad-
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Wanted at this Office.

I~ consequence of the editions being exhausted,
and not being able to republish at present, we are
now in want of Life Incidents, Position and
‘Work, Seven Trumpets, and How to Live.

Those who have more of these works thanthey
need for present use will confer a favor upon this
Office by returning them, if they can do so without
charge, and receive the wholesale price for them.
They can be brought, or sent, by those coming to
the Biblical Institute. g, W,

To the Brn. in Missouri and Kansas,

THE year is almost gone. We are past the mid-
dle of the fourth quarter. Our s. B. for 1874 and
tent pledges will soon all be due. Will we pay
them promptly, and commence the New Year with
a clean record? I believe we can if we commence
to work for it in earnest. I know it will require
a sacrifice for a great many of us in this Con-
ference to pay our pledges, as the drouth, chintz
bugs, and grasshoppers have left us but very little
to live on this winter. But are we afraid to trust
the Lord ? Read Mal. 3:10-12. Do we believe
his promises? If we do, .let our actions show

that we do. Let us do as the Lord says. Verse
10. His promises are sure. Oh! that we
could believe. Lord, help our unbelief. Shall we

let the cause of God suffer ! Shall the ministers
leave their work to go laboring with their hands
to support their families? Or will we each do all
we can, make a sacrifice, pay our pledges, and
trust the Lord in the future. He will provide.

And to those that have means they can spare, I
would say that now is a good time to invest in the
cause. Come brethren, let us all lift together
with our means, that the cause of God may not be
hindered, and that we may see our friends and
neighbors rejoicing in the truth of the third an-
gel’s message. We had better put some of our
means into the cause while it is needed, than to
hoard it up for the fires of the last days. We pro-
fess to believe that time is short. Let our actions
show that we do believe what we profess.

Dear brethren, the Lord is soon coming. Are we
ready to meet him ? Have we made a covenant
with him by sacritice? Ps. 50:5. He allows us
to be brought into these close places to test us.
Will we stand the test ? May the Lord help us to
form such characters as will stand every test, that
we may at last receive everlasting life and be per-
mitted to dwell with Christ in that beauntiful city.
Oh! I want to be there ; I want to form such a
character as will fit me for a home in that beautiful
place.

‘We all can be there. What a happy thought !
We must be there. Let us be faithful a little
while, then the dear Saviour will come and take

us to himself, that where he is there we may be
also.

J. N. AvErs, Treas. of the Mo. wid Kan. Conf.

Apprintments,

And a8 ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand

*.* Services in Chicago, every Sabbath (seventh day), at 269
West Erie 8t. All Sabbatb-keepers spending a Sabbath in Chi-
cago are invited to attend.

Tae T. and M. Society of Dist. No. 9, Wiscon-
sin, will hold its next quarterly meeting January
3, 1875, at Hundred Mile Grove, Wis. We want
all our members to get their reports in, in good
season. N. M. JorpoN, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting Dec. 12, 13, at Adams
Center, N. Y. Hope every librarian will see
that all reports are sent in at this meeting in time.

D. B. Greex, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting of the church at Patricks-
burg, Owen Co., Ind., Jan. 2 and 3, 1875 ; also
the T. & M. Society will meet Jan. 3 in con-
nection with the quarterly meeting. We would
like to have every member of the T. & M. Society
present on the 3d. There is some important
business to attend to, in which all should be inter-
ested. Brethren and sisters, let us all unite our
hearts together in the good work of the Lord, and
prepare to labor as never before. We expect Bro.
Harvey will be present.

N. CaranooF.

QuarterLY meeting of T. & M. Society Dist.
No. 1, of Kansas will be held in connection with the
church quarterly meeting for north-western Kan-
sas, January 9 and 10, 1875, at the school-house
near Bro. Y. Swearingen’s in Cloud Co., four miles
South of Concordia. Hope the brethren of Par-
allel church will attend if possible, and all try to
deepen the interest, and make the tract and mis-
ionary work more effectual in our country, that at
last we may be counted amoung the good and
faithful. 0. O. Brinurs, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting of the T. and M. Society
of Dist. No. 3, Towa, at State Center, Dec. 12 and
13. ‘WM. MorrisoN, Director.

T. & M. meeting in N. Y., Dist. No. 10, at
Nile’s Hill, Alle. Co., N. Y., Dec. 12 and 13.
Members are expected to be present. Those that
cannot, will send their reports in season. Pledges
will be recieved. ‘Wwum. Coars, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting for Dist. No. 5 of the Ohio
T. and M. Society will be held with the church
near Bowling Green, Dec. 12 and 13. Come,
brethren, if possible ; if not, report in time.

James I. BoarpMmAN, Director,

QUARTERLY meeting of Ohio T. & M. Society,
Dist. No. 2, at Waterford, Knox Co., Ohio, Dec.
12 and 13, 1874. 'We expect a report from all
the members in time for this meeting.

W, T, Carsox, Director,

QuarTERLY meeting of Dist. No. 9, of the T.
and M. Society, N. Y. and Pa., at Wheeler Cen-
ter, Dec. 12 and 13, 1874. The librarians of this
district are requested to send their reports to the
secretary, N. S. Raymond, Wheeler, Steuben Co.,
N. Y., without delay, that they may be received in
season for this meeting.

J. W. RaymonDp, Director.

MeeTinG for Dist. No. 11, N. Y. and Pa. T.
& M. Society, at Randolph, Cattaraugus Co., N.
Y., Dec. 19 and 20, in connection with the general
meeting. Let the librarians send their reports so
that they may reach me ag early as the I6th of Dec.
‘We hope to see a goodly number at this meeting.
There will be teams at the depot on Friday the
18th for those coming on the cars. Those coming
through Dunkirk will buy tickets to Randolph
via Salamanca. S. THURSTON, Director.

I wirrt meet with the friends at Eaton Rapids,
Sabbath and first-day, Dec. 12, 13. Would be
glad to see brethren and sisters from other parts
of the country. Can Bro. E. R. Jones be present
at this meeting ! J. O. Corriss.

Quarterly Meetings in Minnesota.
OTRANTO, « o ovvvvennnennenn Dec. 12, 13, 1874
Riceland, .................... “ 19, 20, ¢

Bro. Kelsey will attend the above meetings.
Pine Island, ................ Dec. 12, 13, ¢
Concord, .............c.... “ 19,20, ¢

HarrisoN GRANT.

TaE Vermont Tract Society will hold its quar-
terly meetings as follaws :—

District No. 4, ‘¢ Bristol, «

« ¢ b, ¢ Jamaica, ‘¢

12, 18,
19, 20.

In connection with the Jamaica meeting will be
the general quarterly meeting. If nothing in the
providence of God prevents, I design to attend
these meetings. The above arrangement is made
with advice and counsel of the President of the
Vermont Tract Society. We expect to see a gen-
eral turnout at these meetings. No postponement
on account of weather. S. N. HASKELL.

QUARTERLY meeting Dec. 12, and 13, 1874,
with the Irvin church in Howard Co., Ind. All
the friends of the cause who can, are invited to
attend. Eld. S. H. Lane is expected.

Jayves Harvey.

TreE monthly meeting for December will be held
with the church at So. Norridgewock, Dec. 19, 20.
The Maine T. & M. Society will hold its next
general quarterly meeting in connection with this
meeting ; also Dist. No. 1 will hold its quarterly
meeting at this time. We hope to see all come to-
gether to work for the salvation of souls.

J. B. GOODRICH.

Tuxr T. and M. Society of Dict. No. 2, Maine,
will hold its next quarterly meeting Dec. 12 and
13, at Allen’s Corner, Deering, Maine. Eld. J.
B. Goodrich will be present. Mail your reports
to me at Allen’s Corner as early as the 6th, so as
to be in season. Let there be a general rally at
this meeting. Wi E. MortoxN, Director.

Tuk next State T. & M. Society quarterly meet-
ing for Ohio will be held at Clyde, Dec. 26, 27.
The district directors will hold their district quar-
terly meetings at least two weeks previous to this
meeting, and send their reports to the State secre-
tary. O. MEARs.

TaE next general quarterly meeting of the New
England Tract Society will be held in connection
with its annual meeting at South Lancaster, Mass.,
Dec. 12 and 13, 1874, We expect to see a gen-
eral rally of the friends in New England at this
meeting. It is expected that each director will
hold his district quarterly meeting previously so as

to report in season for this meeting. We appoint
it to be held at So. Lancaster, it being the easiest
of access of any point in the Conference for the
friends in different parts.

S. N. HASKELL.

QuarTERLY meeting of the Ohio T. & M. Society,
Dist. No. 3, at North Bloomfield, O., Dec. 19 and
20. Scattered members will please send in their
reports. R. A. UxpERWoOD, Director.

State Meetings of the N. Y. & Pa. T. & M,
Society.

THERE will be two general meetings of the So-
ciety this quarter ; the first for the central and
north eastern districts at Adams Center, Jefferson
Co., N. Y., Dec. 12 and 13 ; the second for the
southern and western districts at Randolph, Cat-
taraugus Co., N. Y., Dec. 19 and 20. It is hoped
by this arrangement to secure the attendance at
one or the other of these meetings of all the direc-
tors of the Society. B. L. WarTNEY, Pres.
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