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HYMN OF THE LAST DAYS.
Herp, mighty God!
The strong man bows himself,
‘The good and wise are few,
The standard-bearers faint,
The enemy prevails.
Help, God of might,
In this thy church’s night!

Help, mighty God!
Evil is now our good,
And error is our truth,
Darkness is now our light,
Iniquity o’erflows.
Help, God of might,
. Defend, defend the right!

Help, mighty God!
Men turn their ear away
From the great voice divine ;
And each one seeks his own
Dark oracles of lies.
Help, God of might,
Rhe idols, Lord, affright!

Help, mighty God!
Men slight the grace divine,
They mock the glorious love ;
And the great gift of Godl
Is o thing of nought.”
Help, God of might,
The foe arise and smite!

Help, mighty God!
The blind now lead the blind,
Man has become as God ;
‘The tree of knowledge now
Bears its last ripest fruit.
Help, God of might,
For us come forth and fight!

Help, mighty God!
The perfect word of Heaven
Is a3 a Sibyl's seroll ;
And the great mount of God
15 as Dodona’s shrine.
Help, God of might,
And in the dark give light!

Help, mighty God!
The world is waxing gray,
And charity grows chill,
And faith is at its ebb,
And hope is withering!
Help, God of might,
Appear in glory bright !

—H. Bonar.

The  Sevmow,

. X charge thes therefore, before God, and the Lord, Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his
* kingdom ; ?REACH THE WORD. 2Tim.4:1,2 )

TASTING.

BY ELD, D, T BOURDEAU.

Texr : ‘‘ And the disciples of John and of the Phari-
gees used to fast; and they come and say unto him,
Wiy do the o:lisei;;les of John and of the Pharisees
fast, but thy disciples fast not? And Jesus said unto
them, Can the children of the bridechamber fast,
while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be
taken away from them, and then shall they fast in
those days.”” Mark 2:18-20.

OWING to the abuses of this subject, an
impression prevails with many that fasting is
a duty of minor importance, if indeed it
should be practiced at all. Not a few, look-
ing at fasting only through the practice of
the Roman Catholic Church, and through
the spirit of bigotry and self-righteousness
.that characterized the Pharisees of old, re-
.gard it as one of those duties which were pe-
culiar ‘to Old-Testament times, and which
passed away with the ushering in of the new
_dispensation, But in our text the Saviour
takes a different view of the subject. He
teaches that when he should be taken away

 his children would fast.. While he was with
them they could rejoice ; but when he should

be taken away, then they would have occa-
sion to fast. )

Immediately after his baptism, and just
before entering upon the more public duties
of his miission, Jesus engaged in a long fast;
and at the cloge of this fast, he, in his nota-
ble sermon on the mourrt, spoke thus on the
subject of fasting : “ Moreover when ye fast,
be not as the hypocrites, of a sad counte-
nance; for they disfigure their faces, that
they may appear unto men to fast. Verily
I say unto you, They have their reward,
But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine
head, and wash thy face; that thou appear

.| not unto men to fast, but unto' thy Father

which is in secret ; and thy Father, which
seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”
Matt. 6:16-18.

If fasting was to cease with the old dispen-
sation, would Christ have been thus particu-

.4 lar in giving instructions on the course to be

pursued in fagting? Would we not, in that
cage, expect him to speak on this wise: The
hypocrites do thus and so when they fast;
but do not as they do, I say unto you, Fast
not at all? Our Saviour here exposes the
welfish object that some had in fasting ; name-
ly, to be seen of men. Those who fasted
with this object in view received their re-
ward in the praise of those of their class, and
that was all the reward that such would ever
have. But those who, so far as the applause
of men is concerned, fasted as though they
were alone and secluded from all, and who
fasted with the sense that God saw and knew
them, although they might not receive the
praise of men, would, nevertheless, be re-
warblled by God openly. Here is, indeed,
great encouragement for those who fast ac-
cording to the will of God.

As we might ;expect from the teachings of
Christ, the apostolic church attached great
importance to fasting, which was practiced in
times of perplexity, when special wisdom
was needed in regard to decisions having an
important bearing on the prosperity of the
cause. Acts 13:1-3. It was resorted to
when men were merging out of darkness and
searching for light; Acts 9:9; 10:30;
when men were ordained elders, and set
apart to an important work. Acts 13:3;
14 :23. Paul speaks of it as a necessary
practice among Christians who had received
the gospel under his labors. “That ye may
give yourselves to fasting and prayer,” is his
language to the church at Corinth ; 1 Cor. 7:
5; to whom he also speaks of his own exam-
ple by way of commendation, for the sake of
tlie gospel, thus: “In hunger and thirst, in
fastings often ;” “in all things approving
ourselves as the ministers of God, in much
patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in dis-
tresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tu-
mults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings.”
2 Cor. 11:27; 6:4, 5.

There is no evidence from the New Testa-
ment that stated fasts, occurring on certain
days of certain months, or during certain pe-

riods of the year, were instituted for this dis-

pensation, The time or times of fasting

| seem to have been left optional, or, rather,

the wants, circumstances, and emergencies of
the church and of individuals in the light of
such Scripture examples as are not connected
with types, indicate when fasting is neces-
sary.

‘We should avoid the error of regarding
fasting as a work of supererogation whereby
we may merit pardon and the favor of God,
We should regard fasting as a means of
grace, as one of the helps that God grants
us to obtain his unmerited favor. None of
our actions, however commendable they may
be, can be better than what the law of God
requires of us, so that nothing that we can
perform can offset against and cancel our
past sins, and merit for us the favor of God.
Yet the plan of God is such that his mercy
is bestowed on conditions. How inconsist-
ent, then, is that view of the subject. which
makes fasting a means of digplay and selfe
justification ! . .

The fast that is acceptable to God is that
which is from the heart, whose praise is not
of men but of God. It grows out of a deep
gense of our unworthiness, and dependence

on God, and of our great need of God’s. help.
It is accompanied with deep and heartfelt
humility in view of past sins, with confession
of sins, and contrition or sorrow for them,
and with an earnest deprecation of God’s dis-
pleasure, and humble supplication that he
would avert his judgments, It embraces a
turning away from sin and intercession with
God for such spiritual and temporal blessings
upon ourselves and others as are needful.
It evinces that the soul longs more for vic-
tory over sin, for spiritual food, and for the
favor and blessing of God, than it does for
natural food and the gratification of the ap-
petites and passions.

Such a fast as this is a mighty means of
grace, and is sure to bring victory and relief
when other means have failed. The Script-
ures abound with striking ilustrations of
this truth; and since the Bible was written
many have been enabled to testify to this
truth from blessed experience.

Moses, as a type of Christ, fasted forty
days, during which he communed with God,
having a high sense of God’s holy law, which
he was to receive from Jehovah for the peo-
ple; and merging out of this long fast his
face shone with the glory of God. Elijah, as
a type of John the Baptist and of those who
will prepare for the second coming of Christ,
and to meet the “dreadful day of the Lord,”
Mal. 4, etc., was abstemious in his diet, and
following a long abstinence, employed in close
converse with God and in selfabasement, he
receives more than usual grace and power to
finish up his work, and then is translated to
Heaven without tasting death. At the close
of Christ’'s protracted fast the angels of God
ministered unto him, and he entered upon
the work of preaching “in the power of the
Spirit.”

In the days of the judges, the children of
Benjamin rebelled against and threatened to
vanquish the ten tribes, who humbled them-
selves and took to prayer and fasting, and
obtained a great deliverance. Judges 20.
In the days of Jehoshaphat, the children of
Moab and the children of Ammon and others
came against Judah in battle, and it seemed
as though, unless God made bare his arm in
behalf of his people, they would be swallowed
up. And Jehoshaphat feared, and set him-
self to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah, which was responded
to. = A very encouraging testimony came
from God through a prophet, giving instruc-
tions as to what course Judah should pursue.
The testimony was heeded, and victory came
to God’s people, 2 Chron, 20.

A fearful threatening of impending judg-
ment comes to wicked Ahab, who rends his
clothes, puts sackcloth upon his flesh, and
fasts ; and God. thus speaks of him to Elijah ;
“Beest thou how Ahab humbleth himself
before me? because he humbleth himself be-
fore me, I will not bring the evil in his days.”
1 Kings 21. In the time of Esther, Haman
the Agagite, the Jews enemy, succeeded in
inducing Ahasuerus, king of Persia, to pass a
decree that all the Jews should bekilled. At
the command of Esther, the Jews fasted for
her, and neither ate nor drank three days,
night or day, and a mighty deliverance came
to the Jews, who were saved from the wicked
plot of Haman.

The Ninevites, although outside of God’s
chosen people, present a most remarkable
case of the benefit of genuine fasting. God
threatened them through Jonah with imme-
diate destruction, because of their great wick-
edness ; whereupon they ¢ believed God, and
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from
the greatest of them even to the least of them,
For word came unto the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, and he laid his
robe from him, and covered him with sack-
cloth, and sat in ashes, And he caused it to
be proclaimed and published through Nine-
veh by the decree of the king and his nobles,
saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock, taste any thing; let them notr feed, nor
drink water; but let man and beast be cov-
ered with sackeloth, and cry mightily ungo
God; yea, let them turn every one from his
evil way, and from the violence that is in

their hands.” Jonah 3 :5-8.

In view of this wonderful change in this
people, God changed his purposes concerning
them and gave them a new probation, saving
them from the threatened calamity. How
different is this fast in its nature, proclama-
tion, and results, from most of our national
fasts, which might more properly be called
occasions of pleasure, feasting, and sin, than
occasions of mourning, fasting, and reform.

‘When Ezra was about to start from Baby-
lon with a small company to go and rebuild
Jerusalem, he was ashamed to require of the
king a band of soldiers and horsemen to help
them against the enemy on the way ; but he
and his people found in prayer and. fasting a
greater safeguard than they would  have
found in an army well equipped and well
drilled. Ezra 8. See also Neh. 9. It was
by fasting, prayer, humiliation, and confession,
that Daniel obtained valuable knowledge in
which we now rejoice. Dan, 9, etc. Corne-
lius fasted and prayed, and God sent him
Peter with the instruction he so much need-
ed, and for which he was doubtless thirsting.
Acts 10 : 30, ete. Saul at his conversion ig
arrested by the mighty power of God, and is
three days without eating or drinking. He
prays, evidently hungering for the words.of
life, and longing for light and. freedom, and
Ananias iy instructed in vision to go and
meet his pressing wants.

So far as abstinence from food is concerned,
it may be said that, owing to different’ cir-
cumstances and different conditions of health,
there are different grades of fasting. In’
cases of robust persons, it may on certain oc-
casions be proper to abstain wholly from
food for n certain period; while in other
cases to eat.more sparingly, to abstain from
“ pleasant ” food, and to partake of & smaller -
variety of food, is all that may be expected.
The good God who has made us to live and
enjoy health does not require us to pursud a
course that would be destructive of health,
and that would so enfeeble us as to prevent
our engaging properly in important duties-
embraced in fasting. Strong David could
fast to profit and acceptance until his knees
were weak, while a similar course in others
would be objectionable. '

Proper fasting is a healthful practice, and
has often been known not only to cure dis-
eage, but also to prevent threatening mala-
dies and prolong life. Our readers are per-
baps acquainted with the history of Pompo- -
nius Atticus, who, despairing of life, and .
having made up his mind to die of hunger,
found himself healed after a few days of en-
tire abstinence, The same thing is also’ re-
lated of the Stoic Cleanthus, who died at the
age of one hundred. From this standpoint
fasting was practiced by the bitterest ene-

mies of Christianity. Julian, the apostate,.

wag 50 exact in this observation that it is
said he outdid the priests themselves. =~

Although we are far from indorsing, from
a’ religious view of the subject, fasting as
practiced by the Catholic Church, we are
forced to admit that it has been a benefit to
many healthwise, especially during the pe-
riod of lent, following the clogging up. of the
system with impurities through the excessive .
use of flesh-meats, etc., in the winter ; from
which impurities the system should be re-
lieved as the spring opens, to obviate fevers
and other serious maladies. '

Fasting is very useful in attending to self-
examination and close and deep study of any
kind. Newton ate only bread during those
days in which he engaged in those great la-
bors which have immortalized his name.
For forty years Buffon took no other food at
hig breakfagt. Seneca, the philosopher, lived.
principally on fruits and vegetables, remarking
that abstinence from flesh-meats rendered his
mind more clear and penetrating,

Although we do not approve the course of
the church of Rome in the fourth century, in
turning the Sabbath of the Lord into a fast,
to make it despicable in the. eyes of the peo-
ple, we think it would be very proper for the
laboring classes, who, to ‘sustain nature, are
compelled to use a larger amount. of food
than. others, to eat less on the Sabbath than

‘on the laboring days.  Naturé requires less
! that day, and to then partake largely of food,
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and of different kinds of food, without taking
the usual amount of physical exercise, be-
clouds the mind and unqualifies it to proper-
ly engage in devotional exercises, and to ren-
der unto God the service that he justly de-
rands. )

Fasting lies at the very foundation of self-
denial, and is highly necessary to keep the
body and the selfish propensities in subjec-
tion, and to cultivate benevolence and rever-
ence, equal love to our fellow-men, and su-
preme love to God. TIsa. 58. (lod cannot
accept our fast unless it embraces these es-
sential traits. But these excellent qualities
cannot be developed where the appetites and
selfish organs are unduly cultivated.

It is a law in religion, as well as in the hu-
man organism, that when one class of, organs
is exercised to excess the other organs must
become enfeebled and be inefficient in per-

-forming their functions. If the vitality of
the gystem is drawn to the appetites and the
selfish organs by their undue exercise, the re-
sult will be selfishness, a lack of reverence
for superiors, worldly-mindedness, sensuality,
a want of aptitude to discern and appreciate
divine things, and to manifest an interest in
thoge parts of religion that require sacrifices
and self-denial. Can we, therefore, lay too
rauch stress on curbing the appetites, espe-
cially as they have been strengthened and
perverted in each successive generation,

“The Jews,” says Mr. Buck in his Theo-
logical Dictionary, “had every year a stated
and solemn fast on the tenth day of the
month Tisri [the seventh month], which gen-
erally answered to the close of our September.
This solemnity was a day of strict rest and
fasting to the Tsraelites. Many of them
spent the day before in prayer, and such like
penitential exercises, On the day itself, at
least in later times, they made a tenfold con-
fession of their sins, and were careful to end
all their mutual broils.” See Lev. 16 ; Num,
29:7,12; Lev. 23:28, 32.” .

This was a most solemn day with Tsrael.
It was the day of atonement, the day of
judgment and of the cleansing of the earthly
sanctuary, the day in which the high priest
“finished up the yearly round of service in the
sanctuary. And as we believe that we have
reached the antitypical day of atonement at
the close ofall prophetic periods, Dan. 8: 14,
and that Christ is now finishing up his
work as our great High Priest in the heav-
enly sanctuary, how proper it is for us to.en-
gage in the work typified by the fasting and
reforming of the Jews on their great day of
atonement. Hence it is that when the day
of the Lord cometh, and is nigh at hand, we
are commanded to ¢ sanctify a fast, call a sol-
emn' assembly, gather the people, sanctify
the congregation, assemble the elders, gather
the children, and those that suck the breasts ;
let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber,
and the bride out of her cloget. I.et the
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep be-
tween the porch and the altar, and let them
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thy heritage to reproach, that the heathen
should rule ovex them'; wherefqre should they
say among the people; Where i their God ?”
Joel. 2.

May the emergencies of the times lead us
to engage in this fast.

The Law of Liberality.

THERE was, in one of the Noxthern States,
a deacon of remarkable liberality. To every
henevolent and Chiistian enterprise he contrib-
uted with princely munificence. il brethren
became apprebensive that he would reduce
himself to poverty. After due: consultation,
the pastor was appointed to inférm the deacon
that his brethren thought him. too liberal, and
wished him to cuttail his gifts. The pastor
entered on the performance of the duty with
all possible delicacy. ¢ My brother,” said the
watchful shepherd, “I am requested by your
brethren to say that they fear you are too lib-
eral, and are in danger of bringing yourself
and family to poverty. They wish you to be
more sparing in your gifts.”

“ Buat,” replied the deacon, “ I have not yet
reduced myself'to poverty; my family are com-
fortably supported, my children are receiving
an education, and my property is constantly
increasing in value, I cannot give less—I
have been thinking lately that I ought to give
more.” The pastor found the deacon imeor-
rigibly bent on doing good, and returned home
deeply impressed with the words of the gener-
ous man, and earnestly meditating on his
strong faith and disinterested liberality.

Early next morning, the deacon saw his pas-
tor approaching with hurried steps. My
brother,” said the minister, “I was wrong,
and you were right, The Lord convinced
me last night in a dream that you will lose
nothing by your liberality. I thought I saw
you standing on the ocean shore, with a large
basket of crackers on your arm.  You took cut

handful after handful of crackers and threw
them into the water. The receding wave
quickly bore them out of sight, and I thought
your crackers would soon be all wasted. But
{ looked a little while, and I saw the rising
wave bring them back to your feet swelled
into large loaves.”

“ Why,” said the pious deacon, ¢ this is just
what I have been taught 'by my Bible: ¢ Cast
thy bread upon the waters; for thou shalt
find it after many days.” ”— Sel.

The Prayer-Meeting.

I LOVE THE PRAYER-MEETING,

1. BECAUSE, after the toils and perplexities
of the day, my mind finds a sweet reltef from
the burdens that have oppressed it. The
privilege of praying for others relieves my own
heart. My repinings are lost in anxieties for
them. ¢ When I went into the sanctuary,
then understood I their end.”

2. There T often obtain new views of ¢ruth.
A spark is struck from the word of God that
kindles a flame in my heart. A vein hitherto
hidden is opened. DMy soul bows down to
drink the reviving element, and is refreshed.

3. It brings me near to God. It is the
place of special promise: “ Where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am I
in the midst of them.” If many are absent,
Glod ¥s always there. I am never disappointed
in this. He never stays away. If but “two
or three "’ meet, he condescends to make ¢ one.”
And what a ““one’ heis! We see him not,
but we feel his presence; we hear him not,
but something seems to say, ¢ Lo, I am in the
midst of you.” .

4. It brings me nearer Heaven. like Jacob,
we are often constrained to say, ¢ This is the
gate of Heaven.” Here I come to look upon
my Saviour, and the glories of my future eternal
home.

IT IS THE CHURCH THERMOMETER.

Well what is that ? Ask any veteran pas-
tor who has weathered the gstorms and rejoiced
in the sunshines of a long ministerial lite, and
he will tell you that it is the social prayer-
meeting. The true thermometer of a church,
to indicate its spiritual temperature, is the
weekly gathering around the mercy-seat. A
cold prayer:meeting makes a cold chureh. It
is at once the cause and effect of spiritual
declension.

And as a church has no surer symptom of
decay than a decaying prayer-meeting, so noth-
ing feels the approach of a revival so palpably
as the placé of prayer. A revival degins there
commonly. The deserted seats are filled.
Those who ¢ could not leave their business,”
now find but little difficulty in closing the doors
of their shops or their counting rooms. The
absent Zhomases are once more with the
deserted flock of disciples, and wonder to find
their Saviour there too, saying, Peace be
unto you! Those who seldom prayed are now
ready to pour out their souls in supplication.
A latent power is developed in the church,
which astounds bosh pastor and people.

The prayer-meeting, too, becomes a place for
communion with each other, as well as for com-
munion with God. Old differences are for-
gotten ; old wounds are healed ; church mem-
bers will grasp each other’s hands, and inquire
about their neighbors’ spiritual health,

The experienced mariner constantly ¢ con-
sults the glass.” Brethren, if we are wise, we,
too, will keep a lookout upon the thermometer
of the church. A prayer-meeting below freez-
ing point is a fatal indication.

GO TO THIE PRAYER-MEETING.

1. It will be a relief to your congcience. It
will be redeeming the solemn pledge which
you made before angels and men, when you
gave yourself to Christ and to his church.
You cannot have a peaceful conscience while
thus disregarding the vows of God which are
upon you.

2. It will bring great good to your own
soul. You will be refreshed and gladdened in
gpirit; you will have new and more satisfying
evidence of your being a child of God, and
will be prompted to new activity in his ser-
vice.

3. If you are prompt and regular at the
prayer-meeting, it will greatly encourage your
pastor. His Iabors are arduous, and his dis-
couragements are many—his night watchings
often. Allow not his heart to sink at the
thought that you have forsaken the place of
weekly prayer. Kncourage him by your oon-
stant presence, and you will be repaid a hun-
dred fold in the increased happiness and use-
fulness of your pastor.

4. Go to the prayer-meeting. It will
strengthep your brethren. It will animate
their hearts, snd make them feel strong in the
day of tria). The few who have borne the
heat and burden of the day sometimes feel sad
because no more * come up to the help of the
Lord against the mighty.” Yet they are re-

" knowledge of Christ.

solved never to abandon the cause, for they
have enlisted for Zife. Go stand by their side,
and share the burdens and toils, and you will
also ghare their abundant rewards.

5. Your weekly presence at the prayer-
meeting will have a powerful influence upon
the unconverted. When they see your per-
severance in Christian duty, united with a

consistent life, they will take knowledge of you:
that you have been with Jesus; they will be |

constrained to go themselves to a pluce that is
80 oonstantly attractive to you, and may, through
your instrumentality, be brought to a saving
Be punctual, then, at
the prayer-meeting, for the sake of those around
you, who are “ without hope and without God
in the world.”

6. Above all, go to the prayer-meeting be-
cause it will glorify God. This is the great
object for which Christians should live.
“ Whether ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God.”” - In the
gpiritual prayer-meeting, God is greatly honored
by the growth of Christians in grace and in
knowledge, and by the marvelous displays of
the Spirit’s power in the conviction and con-
version of men. Go, through the storm, the
cold, and the heat; go, though but two or
three are inclined to meet you there; go,
though worldly cares press hard ; go, meet the
people of God for prayer, and you will meet
your Saviour also, and be richly blessed.

Reader, Do you go to the prayer-meeting 2
WILL you go henceforth 2— Sel. ‘

¢ With Both Hands Earnestly.”

Twais is the way the wicked work. The
burglar, the miser, and the ruiner of men’s
souls, do their bad work in this way. All
success requires just such work. The men
who have done anything well were not lazy.
The great masters of art or science became
such by dint of persevering, enthusiastic
toil. They would say that ¢ genius”
means the talent of working with ¢ both
hands earnestly.”

If we only could see in the church of
Christ more such workers as we see en-
gaged in the business of the world, how
rapidly the world would be changed for the
better ! But alas! we find many who
work with neither hand for Christ. They
have not lost their hands by accident;
even if they had, they might be told of the
paralytic who could not move either leg or
arm, and nevertheless taught himself to
paint pictures, which were gems of art, as
well as of patient effort, by holding his
pencil between his teeth; but they do
not feel like doing anything for Christ.
“Hands have they, but they handle not.”
They lean upon the-fence of the TLord’s
vineyard, looking at the work to be done,
lamenting the lack of laborers, but not lift-
1n% a finger to help. They cannot be fa-
miliar with the epistle of St. James, They
have considerable to say about salvation
by grace. ‘ Not by works of righteousness
which we have done,” will have to be their
plea at last. They seem to regard the
church as a hospital or boarding-house,
where they can sleep, be fed, and keep
warm with a ¢ comfortable hope.”

There are also many one-handed Chris-
tians. These appear to be only one-half
converted. They are not wholly idle, or
without interest in the cause of Christ; but
they have no eagerness to succeed in Chris-’
tianwork., Theydo just enough to appear
respectable Christians. They can exhort
sinners “with both hands earnestly”
across the prayer-meeting room to come to
Jesus ; but their zeal is all used up at the
close of the meeting. They have times of
starting up to do something for the Lord,
but they do not keep at their work. They
have no passion for winning soulsto Christ.
They do not hunger and thirst after right-
eousness. They cannot say, ¢ Rivers of
water run down mine eyes, because they
keep not thy law.” Therefore they do not
work ¢ with-both hands earnestly.”

If any one would accomplish even a little
for his Saviour he should try to do a great
deal. ¥f he be content with doing only a
little, he will fail of doing even that. ]}:et
him imitate the enthusiasts in art, and do
with all his might whatever he has on
hand to do, and he will be blessed with the
joy of success.

If one has very much love for his Sav-
iour, he will do his best. A Christian is
one who wishes to do all he can. He will
train himself for more effective work. He
will live for this. Reader, do you ask,
Howcan I have this spirit ? Then think a
great deal of Christ; talk with him often
about this, and about his death on the

cross for you; and begin, without waiting,,

to do something for him * with both hands
earnestly.” Then you shall hear him
gay- to you, “ Well done.”—Christian Ban-
ner.,

BOTH SIDES.

A mAX in his carriage was riding along,
A gaily dressed wife by his side;

In satin and laces she looked like a qucen,
And he like a king in his pride.

A wood-sawyer stood on the street as they passed;
The carriage and couple hé eyed;

And said, as he worked with his saw on a log,
“I wish I was rich and could ride.”

The man in the carriage remarked to his wife,
“One thing I would give if I could—

I’d give my wealth for the strength and the health
Of the man there sawing the wood.”

A pretty young maid, with a bundle of work,
Whose face, as the morning, was fair,

Went tripping along with a smile of delight,
While humming a love-breathing air.

She looked on the carriage; the lady she saw
Arrayed in apparel so fine,

And said in & wisper, ¢‘I wish from my heart
Those satins and laces were mine.”

The lady looked out on the maid with her work
So fair in her calico dress, '

And said, ¢ I’d relinquish position and wealth,
Her beauty and youth to possess.”

Thus it is in the world, whatever our lot,
Our minds and our time we employ
In longing and sighing for what we have not,
Ungrateful for what we enjoy.
—Sel.

Necessity of Correct Yiews on Minor Points,

It often happens, in the religious world,
that individuals become so wrapt up in
contemplating the importance of some par-
ticular religious tenet as to be really blind
to the fact that there is any other point of
any value whatever. Such are generally
spoken of as riding a hobby. While it is
perhaps true that there are degrees of im-
portance to be attached to religious doc-
trines, none ought to be regarded as non-
essential; for ““all Seripture given by inspi-
ration . . . is profitable, for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness,” d&ec. There are no non-
essentials taught in the Bible, yet there is,
of course, a proper time and place for the
presentation of every point of Bible truth.

The wants of the people are different at
different times. It often happens that the
masses of the people fall into error, both
theoretical and praotical, which is ruinous
in its effect; as, for instance, Roman Cath-
olicism, with its legion of errors;  al-
80 spiritualism, rationalism, Universalism,
and many other isms, which are taking
thousands in their delusive snareg, and de-
ceiving the world by their siren songs of
peace and safety. These need to be ex-
posed, and to do it, secondary questions,
so-called, must be discussed.

The doctrine of the temporal millennium
(the world’s conversion) is also heralded
from almost every pulpit in the land. This
doctrine deceives its millions and causes
thousands to fall into that spiritual sleep
and lethargy which often knows no wak-
ing. 'This question, pro and con, may be
stated as follows: Is the plan of salvation
offered through Jesus Christ for the pur-
pose of converting the world, and bringing-
them up to that standard of piety taught
therein? or is it for the purpose of redeem-
ing a class of people out of the world?
The decision of this question, called by
many. a minor point, will have much to do
in shaping the conduct of all, and espe-
cially of the ministers.

It is no wonder that religious leaders
who have adopted the theory of the
world’s conversion have so lowered the
standard of church discipline as to be able
to.embrace the masses.

If they believe in the world’s conversion,
and that we are just entering upon the
dawn of this glorious era, how can they
congistently do otherwise than to bring
their religion down to the people? It
needs no. argument to convince the care-
ful observer that this has been done, It
certainly must be admitted that, if thas
high tonesof practical godliness, taught by
the founders of most of the religious sects
and embraced in their creeds, were strictly

.enforced among the popular churches of

the day, nearly every one of them would
be swept out of existence.

On the other hand, those who look upon
the Christian religion as the means by
which & class are to be redeemed out {rom
among the world will direct their labor to

"that.end; and if this were the true position,

it would be expected that there would be
a great difference between the life of the
Christian and that of the worldling. One

.who believes this, and fails to see this dif-

ference manifested by those who profess
religion, cannot do otherwise than refuse to
acknowledge them as Christians. If it be-
comes evident (as it certainly has) that: the-
majority of those who profess religion and
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are members of the churches are but little
better than the world in their daily life,
the churches must be regarded as churches
of the world, let their profession be what
it may.

That this last position is the correct one,
is evident from the words of Christ. IHe
says, *“They are not of the world, even as
I am not of the world.” Again “I have
chosen you out of the world, . . . ye are
not of the world, . . . the world hateth
you.” Paul adds, “ Come out from among
them [the world], and he ye separate.”
Surely this is sufficient to settle the matter,
though many other equally plain testimo-
nies might be given. There is just as
much difference between choosing the
world and choosing a people out of the
world, as there is between the conversion
of the world and its destruction.

Those who accept this position will re-
quire no evidence, perhaps, except that
obtained by a little observation, to con-
vince them, if candid, that the views
advocated by 8. D. Adventists concerning
the fallen condition of the popular churches
of the day are correct; and this will open
the way for the reception of many of the
prominent doctrines advocated by this
people. The reception or rejection of one
of these so-called minor points will often
lead to the reception or rejection of the
whole. The trath is much like a chain; if
we put our finger firmly in one link, we
must either remove it or take the whole of
the chain with us, though of course this
comparison will not hold in every case.

It is true that what we call present
truth has its suns, its moons, and its
satellites; yet, like the members of the
golar system, its doctrines are so, closely
related, and dependent upon one. another
for life, that if one is rejected or thrown
out, the whole machinery is disturbed.
While I pen these thoughts, my confidence
in all the various doctrines connegted with
what we recognize as the third angel’s
message is increased. And, with hundreds
of others, I would join my voice in pub-
licly giving thanks to God for giving
us a clear, harmonious system of Bible truth.

C. H. Buiss.

How to Overcome.

" A1y have some peculiarity of mental or-
ganism which distinguishes them as much as
their particular constitution of body, and
both these—the particular turi or cast of
mind and constitution of body—mnot only in-
dine and dispose us to some kinds of sins
more than to others, but render the practice
of certain virtues much more easy than the
practice of others. As men have their par-
ticular sins which do most easily beset them,
so they have their particular temptations
which do most easily overcome them. That
may be a very great temptation to one which |
is none at all to another.

The sins to which men are commonly most

inclined, and the temptations which they have
the least power to resist, are rightly termed
their constitutional sins—their peculiar frail-
ties, and, in Scripture, “their own iniquities”
and « the sins which do most easily beset.”
' In order to*overcome, we must study self,
must become acquainted with our own pecul-
iar temptations, and must know when, and
under what circumstances, we are in greatest
danger of transgressing. We must consider
under what circumstances we are most apt to
lose the possession and government of our-
selves, on what occasions most apt to be un-
guarded, petulant, vain, precipitant, and then
shun those conditions, avoid those occasions.
“Wateh and pray, that ye enter not into
temptation.” “The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”

Fspecially must we attend to those occa-
sions which most usually betray usinto favor-
ite vices, and consider the spring from whence
they arise and the circumstances which muost
favor them. Very few, . upon a thorough
search of themselves, will fail to find that
some one sin has ordinarily a greater power
over them than other sins. Others often ob-
serve this if we ourselves do not.

That temper or particular turn or cast of
mind, which strongly disposes and inclines us
to indulgence in besetments must be most
earefully guarded against, dnd the opportuni-
ties which favor those inclinations must be
resolutely avoided ; for the only safe way to
subdue & criminal inclination is to first avoid
the known occasions which excite it, and then
curb the first motions of it, and thus, having
no op]laorbunity of being indulged, it will in
time lose its force and fail of its wonted
victory. The surest way to conquer is some-
times to decline battle—to weary out the en-
emy by keeping him at bay. It is dangerous
to provoke an unequal enemy to the fight, or
to run into such' a situation that we cannot
expect to escape without a disadvantageous

encounter.
“TLead us not into temptation,” if we take
no care ourselves to avoid it. Watch as well
a8 pray, alike against temptation to sin and
agarnst sin itself.

It is of the utmost importance, in order
to overcome, that we learn by what means of
access and by what avenues, we ourselves
too often approach sin, and to set reason
and conscience to guard those passes—those
usual inlets to vice and Satan. Watehful-

ness, which is always necessary, is chiefly so

when first assaults are made ; for the enemy
is most easily repulsed if we never suffer him

to get within, but upon the very first ap-.

proach draw up our forces and fight him
without the gates. To do this, it is necessary
that we observe by what methods and degrees
temptations grow upon us, Usually the first
thing is the evil thought. Instead of dis-
missing it and fleeing at once to the Lord in
prayer, the thought is indulged, the imagina-
tion is permitted to dwell upon the gratifica-
tion it might afford ¢ only it were not sin,
till the imagination no longer revolts, but
revels in the thought. The mind thus famil-
iarized with sin, we begin to seek excuse for
its indulgence. We study how the penalty
may be avoided, how we may justify, and,
when opportunity affords, perpetrate.

Now, the first steps to sin are seldom
thought worth our care, are sometimes scarce
taken notice of, so that the enemy is frequent-
ly in possession of the citadel ere we imag-

ined he was really in our vicinity. As the-

subtile enemy of mankind takes care to draw
men gradually into sin, so he usually draws
them by degrees into temptation. Ashe dig-
guises the sin, so he conceals the temptation
to it, well knowing that, were we once sens-
ible of our danger, we would be apt to be on
our guard against it.

If we would overcome, we must get ac-
quainted, not only with our most usual temp-
tations, so that we be not drawn into sin un-
awares, but with the previous steps and pre-
paratory circumstances which make way for
thoge temptations, that we be not drawn un-
awares into the occasions of sin; for those
things which lead into temptation are to be
congidered as temptations as well as those
which immediately lead us into sin. The
prayer taught us by our Lord makes it as
much our duty to be upon the watch againsé
temptation as wnder .

To effectually overcome, we must keep vig-
ilant watch at the point of danger, the weak
spots, the dangerous places. To be able to
know where these are we must know our-
selves, We must search our own hearts.
‘We must no longer disguise or gloss over our
own sins and short comings, giving our vices
and failings some soothing name, but examine
ourselves, and give our vices, sins, and beset-
ments, their true titles. True, it is an irk-
some and very disagreeable business to turn
self-accuser, to search after one’s own faults,
and to keep one’s eyes fixed steadily upon that
which it should give us deepest shame and
pain to see. It is like tearing open an old
wound, but it is far better to do this than to
let it mortify, The wounds of the congcience,
like those of the body, cannot well be cured
till they are searched to the bottom ; and
they cannot be so searched without pain. It
ig better to see ourselves in all our hideous
depravity, to realize the exceeding sinfulness
of our sin now, than when probation shall
have closed, It is far better to realize our
true condition now, however sad it may be,
than to cover it till the day of Judgment,
when all must be revealed,

Do not shut your eyes against your darling
sin or be averse to finding it out. Why
should you study to conceal or excuse it?
‘Why fondly cherish a viper in your bosom ?
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper,
but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy.” Prov. 28:13. It is deadly,
dangerous self-flattery to give soft, smooth
names to sins, in order to cover or dis-
guise their nature. Rather lay your hand
upon your heart, and thrust it into your
bosom, though it come out as Moses’ did,
leprous as snow.

Let us no longer talk of overcoming, but
up and to work., TEvery day tells upon our
eternal destiny, and not ours alone; we are
surrounded by a great clond of witnesses,
whom we influence for or against the truth.
We make great professions. Do our scts
and words prove that we have been truly con-
verted? that the truth has purified, ennobled,
elevated us? Shall our light so shine that
others, seeing our good works, shall glorify
our Father in Heaven

None but the pure in heart shall see God.
¥ we do not now put away our sins, they
will keep us away from the kingdom and de-
stroy us. If we do not slay them, they will
slay us. If we do not give them up now, we
must give up eternal life then, God help us
to be honest with ourselves, to put away our

‘We but mock God in praying, -

sins and watch and pray, that by the mighty
help of Jesus we may be overcomers, and,
in the great soon-coming day of trial be
found among those in whose “ mouth shall be
found no guile,” but who shall be without
fault before the throne of God, and be admit-
ted to dwell forever in the midst of the para-
dise of God. Cuas. B. RevNoLps,

A PRAYER.,

On! if Thou art, thou knowest that I am;
Behold me, hear me, pity me, degpise not
The prayer, which—if thou art, thou, hast inspired;
Or wherefore seek I now a God unknown,
And feel for thee, if haply I may find
Ih whom I live and move and have my being?
Reveal thyself to me; reveal thy power,
Thy light, thy name—that I may fear, adors,
Obey—and, oh, that I might love thee, too!
For, if thou art—it must be——thou art good;
And I would be the creature of thy goodness;
O hear and answer—Ilet me know thou hearest;
Show that as surely as thou art, so surely
My prayer and supplication aré a'ccepteg.

—J. Montgomery.

Neglected Children,

¢

I spexD several hours every week with a
company of children who may fairly be
ranked under the title “neglected.” They
are not over clean. Their clothing is thin,
and rather promiscuous. Half the time they
are probabfy very cold, and the other half
hungry. Their fathers and mothers are poor,
are unfortunate, are sometimes drunken ; and
some of those little ones are familiar with
sights and sounds which would frighten the
delicate, high-bred, beautiful girls who find it
a labor of love every week to teach them to
sew.

But my experience with these little speci-
mens of the tenement and the street has been
that, considering their opportunitics, they are
very docile. They blogsom out under loving
influences as your hyacinth does when you
take the bulb from the cellar and set it in the
sunny south window. They repeat Bible
verses and hymns, and sing—why, they sing
as if they had never known a trouble or a
care,

Several times the thought has come to me,
¢ Are these the only neglected children?’ Not
a very original theught, perhaps, but one we
mothers would do well to ponder oftener than
we do, It is a dreary day for the maternal
heaxt when it takes up that desolate refrain:
“They made me the keeper of the vineyard,
but mine own vineyard have I not kept.”

A child, coming into the world by no voli-
tion of its own, surely has a right to claim
the care and protection of its father and
mother. They are not released from this
claim by any exterior circumstance. Whether
they live in Rag Fair or Fifth Avenue, they
are equally bound to take the best care they
can of their own offspring. To do Rag Fair
justice, it is not half so anxious to shirk the
responsibility in the matter as Fifth Avenue
often is.

No matter how many subordinates your
purse can employ, you are yourself, being par-
ent, your child’s first and best guardian.
But society, business, and the church, make
many demands upon your time. Even so.
Meet them if you can; but if you must
choose which to give your best to, and which
to give your second-best, and which to let go
by the board, let home and children have the
freshness, the first of the day, and the closest
brooding of the heart.

I have known a family of dear little chil-
dren, clothed in purple and fine linen, and
faring, like the man in the parable, sumpt-
uously every day, who were. almost as badly
off as Lazarus in the same. They were
wholly under the care and influence of illit-
erate, vulgar, and unprincipled servants, their
mother being too much engaged with compa-
ny, friends, and benevolent enterprises, to do
more than give them a kiss once or twice a
day,-and, sometimes, when they vexed her, a
scolding or a slap. The mother, a brilliant,
educated, and most fascinating lady, is by-and-
by ashamed of her children, who are hoors,
unpolished, unmannerly and ungrammatical.
| What wonder? They were neglected, and
nothing else could have been expected. Seven
times one are seven. . You cannot make it
nine, to save your life.

Some mothers neglect their children
through the care they take of their outward
appearance. Come what will, they must
have so many little frocks, and s0 many little
aprons, so many pies and cakes too, on the
table, and so much luxury in the furnishing
and adorning of their homes. Somebody and
something must be put off and turned aside,
and it is very likely to be the little Kitty or
Johnny, who is, after all, the occasion of the
parents’ greatest pride and anxiety ! It is a

terrible thing, though, when you really sit
down and think about it, that a child, living,

breathing, sentient, and which may be immor-
tal, should ever be oconsidered as merely a
clothes-pole, or a center-piece for vain dig-
play.

The class who upon the whole get the least
notice taken of them, and are oftenest
snubbed and hurt, are the boys. The ordina-
ry, commonplace ones I mean, who are espe-
cially brilliant in nothing, and who are at the
awkward, obtrusive age when their feet and
hands are big, and they seem to have a talent
for forever being in the way. Their very faces
have lost the sweetness of babyhood, and
have not gained the meaning of manhood.
Nobody has much patience with them, and the
house 18 so much stiller when they are out of
it that even mother doesnot ask where they
are when they slink out of sight, perhaps,
after supper, God help them! Many a boy
might be saved from a period of wild and
reckless dissipation if only there was some-
body who could see the better part of him,
and care enough for it to endure tlie rougher
outside and help him along. There are plenty
of mneglected boys who wear good waim
clothes and have shoes on their feet. Is
there one that we know? If so, let us take
compassion on him.—MARrRGARET E. SaNGo-
11N, in Christian Union.

Three Watch-Words.

“TurEE watch-words for the struggling soul,
These, onward, upward, Heaven.”

The. Christian should ever bear in mind
that his is an onward, upward course. The
pathway that leads up to the shining portals
of the New Jerusalem is one of exceeding nar-
rowness. 'Those who are walking in this nar-
row way have much to tempt and allure them
from the path in which God is leading them,
Satan is continually on the watch seeking to
beguile the unwary. He points to the en-
chanted arbors so temptingly arrayed along
the way, bidding the weary traveler rest in
these vine-clad bowers; well knowing that their
subtle fragrance will benumb his senses, and,
throw him off his guard, and that then he will
become an eary prey to his power.

If the Christian remembetsthese watch-words,
and, pever turning his eyes to the right hand
or to the left, pursues a straight course, look-
ing unto Jesus, who is the author and finisher
of his faith, he will never fall. Satan may
present all the arguments that his experience
of six thousand years has made him master of,
bus they will fall powerless upoa the believer’s
ear. He has had a foretaste of Heaven. In
imagination he has passed through the pearly
gates and beheld the matchless splendor of the
city of God. The voice of Jesus has thrilled
his soul like divine musio, and the wondrous
beauty of hi§ face has enraptured his senses.

It is the privilege of every Christian to ob-
tain a rich experience in the things of God.
Salvation is full and free for those who seek
it with an uudivided heart. There are some
professed followers of Christ who never seem
to rise’ above the earth in spiritual attain-
ments. They go hungering for the bread of
life, sad and distressed. They do not look up
to the cloud of light above their heads. They
do uot listen to catch the whisperings of the
angels, so full of hope and consolation, and
wearily they toil on in darkness. This need
not be. [If they would continumally draw
strength from the Living Vine, they would
mount up on wings as eagles. Forgetting
those things which are behind they would be
continually reaching forward to the glorious
prize ahead.

Child of God, you who have been weary
and heavy.laden, burdened with a load of
care, do you not think Jesus pities you? He
marks every throb of the distressed heart.
He bids you cast on him your burden. Your
frail strength is all too weak to bear it. It is
erushing you to earth, shutting awdy the light
of Heaven from the soul. - Will you not be
entreated to cast your cars upon Jesus? Ile
pleads with you in tenderest accents to come
and rest in his arms of love. You may strug-
gle on in your own strength, but you will
never conquer so. - You must yield your will
to God, and leave yourself in his hands to
fashion you as it pleases him, and then you
will triumph over every foe. There is power
in divine grac¢e to deliver you from the most
fiery trial. It is unbelief that causes you to
be enveloped in clouds of darkaess. O thou
of little faith, take hold of thy Saviowr’s arm.
He will bear thy sinking form above the bil-
lows, and though the roar of the waves may
sound in your ears, they will be powerless to
harm you, and you can triumphantly sing,

“Jesus is mighty to save.”

Who does not long for perfect vietory? It
can be obtained—it will be—Dby those who seek
for it as for hidden treasure.

A. S. Nasox,

Ipswich, Mass. ‘
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The Monroe, Wis., Camp-Meeting,

TeHERE were in all nineteen tents on the
ground, two of them forty-feet tents, and one
the large sixty-feet tent. The number of Sab-
bath-keepers present was between three and
four hundred. ‘

As the presence of the French at the Illinois
Camp-meeting, and a service conducted in that
language by Bro. Bourdeau, was an interesting
feature of that occasion, so the presence of the
Danes and Norwegians was an interesting feat-
ure of the Wisconsin meeting. Bro. Matteson
conducted a service for this people every noon
at the Oakland tent, in the Danish language.

On Friday afternoon, Bro. White spoke on
the subject ‘of the spread of the truth among
other peoples, nations, and tongues, bringing
out in strong colors the fact that we are a prov-
idential people. Sister White followed in an
address more especially to the Norwegian and
Danigsh brethren and sisters, which was inter-
preted into their language by Bro. Matteson,
sentence by sentence, as it was spoken. This
was a most interesting occasion, and those
brethren were greatly encouraged by what they
heard.

Sabbath, the 19th, was a day of great religious
activity, Nine meetings were held during the
day, all good and profitable. At the social
meeting at b p. M., after a powerful appeal from
sister White, over one hundred came forward
for prayers, some of them manifesting very deep
feeling. At this meeting we saw something of
a fulfillment of Mal. 4:6: ‘“ And he shall turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the
heart of the children to their fathers.”

One case is worthy of mention : The son of
one of our brethren, a young lad, came forward.
This started the backslidden father. He testi-
fied that when his son came forward, he could
no longer hold back. He thought that his son,
notwithstanding all the hindrance he had been
to him, might go through and be accepted in
the kingdom, and he be left out. Then he fol-
lowed with a heart-broken confession to thas
son for his harsh words, and to his wife for his
wrong influence in the family, earnestly seeking
the forgiveness of them both. The whole con-
gregation were in tears. May the impression
of that occasion not soon be lost' on him or
others.

On Sunday forenoon, a congregation number-
ing some two thousand assembled. Bro. White
spoke with great clearness and freedom. The
closest attention was given by all, to some of
the great distinctive truths which characterize S.
D. Adventists as a denomination. In the after-
noon the crowd increased to twenty-five hun-
dred or three thousand, who listened to sister
‘White as she set clearly before them the great
truths that lie at the very foundation of the
good of society. She spoke with such strength
and clearness of voice, that an enemy of the
truth a mile away, who had kept his wife from
attending the meeting, heard, and fell into a
towering passion against the ¢ Advents.”

During the business sessions of the Confer-
ence, nineteen churches were represented by,
twenty-seven delegates, and two churches by
Jetter. Five new churches were admitted into
the Conference, making thirty-seven in all ; and
the membership was increased over one hun-
dred. Their public laborers the coming year
will consist of five ordained ministers and eight
licentiates. Ten persons were baptized.

The parting meeting, Tuesday morning, was
perhaps the most solemn and impressive meet-
ing of all. Bro. H. W. Decker was, at this
meeting, set apart to the work of the ministry.
The Spirit of God came down in power. Dur-
ing the ordination prayer and charge by Bro.
White, many were deeply affected, Bro. D. be-
ing so overpowered by his emotions as scarcely
to be able to retain his strength.

The remarks of sister White were most appro-
priate. She exhorted the brethren and sisters
to shun the careless spirit and jovial talk, now
that the meeting was closed, and take Jesus
with them to their homes. She reminded them
that it might be with them as it was with the par-
ents of Jesus of old. Mingling in the company,
they lost their divine Son ; and while it took
them but one day to lose him, it took them three
days to find him. So we may by our careless-
ness lose Jesus in a day, and be obliged to labor
‘days to find him again, -

The result of the meeting we have every rea-
son to believe will be in the highest dedgree ben-
eficial to the cause in' this State. The faithful
testimony of Bro, and sister White has been ap-
preciated by the brethren and sisters, so much
5o that after they had taken a vote to this ef-
fect in a business session, the whole congrega~
tion gignified it by a rising vote at the parting
meeting.

Much prejudice has been removed-from minds
in this community. Quite a number of first-day
Adventists were present, who have had much of
that feeling against sister W. which certain lead-
ers of that class try to excite in the minds of
their hearers. But that feeling was entirely
dissipated by what they here saw and heard.

One example will serve as an illustration of
this matter : A fine appearing, intelligent gen-
tleman came to the tent, as the camp was break-
ing up, saying that he wished to take the hands
of Bro. and sister White before leaving the
ground. Then addressing sister W, he said,
““T-have had great prejudice against you, but
you have taken it all away. My feelings have
been excited against you by what I have heard
in opp«ﬁition to you and your writings. But
having seen and heard you for myself, I see that
God is with you. Will you forgive me for hav-
ing entertained the feelings I have ?”

The weather throughout was all that could
have been desired. No disturbance was mani-
fested ; and the good order was favorably com-
mented upon by many who, from their past ex-
perience, had associated in their minds the idea
of disturbance and disorder with all camp-meet-
ings. We leave to-day for the camp-meeting at
Eagle Lake, Blue Earth, Co., Minn.

U. 8.

Monroe, Wis., June 23, 1875,

Thoughts on Job 14:21, 22,

Tur fourteenth chapter of Job is a wonderful
testimony to the sleep of man in death: ¢ So
man lieth down, and riseth not ; till the heav-
ens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be
raised out their sleep.” Verse 12. This plainly
declares that the sleep of man shall continue till
the heavens pass away, which Peter says, shall
be with a great noise, 2Pet. 3:10. David said he
should be satisfied when he should awake with
the likeness of the Lord. Ps. 17:15. So
David is yet asleep, and the time for him to be
satisfied has not come, Acts 13:36; 12 :34.

But does not the close of Job 14, forbid the
sleep of the real man in death? His soul within
him shall mourn. Does not this plainly indi-
cate coﬁsciousness in death? Let us read the
last two verses of the chapter

“‘ His sons come to honor, and he knoweth it
not ; and they are brought low, but he perceiv-
eth it not of them.” Verse 21. This is the
sleep of death, certainly, Now does the next
verse contradict this ?

““But H1s FLESH upon him shall have pain,
and his soul within him shall mourn.” Verse
22. The first clause of this verse shows that the

condition of man in death is not the subject

maitter of the verse, while his soul within him
mourns, his flesh upon him has pain. This text,
if it relates to man in death, proves that his flesh
ig in a state of conscious suffering, an idea that
is absurd, and that no one believes.

‘What then do the words of verse 22 signi-
fy ? One of two views must be taken : It ei-
ther relates to man before his dissolution, and is
descriptive of the pains of death, or it has refer-
ence to man when raised from the dead to suffer
for hig sing. In the first case, it might pertain
to mankind in general, i. e., to both the righteous
and the wicked. Inthe latter case, it can relate
to the wicked only. But in either view, it can-
not relate to the man while sleeping in death, It
is the whole man that is conscious ; his flesh suf-
fers as well as his mental nature,

J. N. A,

Eternal Punishment.,

BAIN V3. HERFORD.

To the Editor of the Chicago Tribune:—
Cricaco;, May 14.—1In Monday’s Tribune ap-
peared a sermon preached the day before by the
Rev. J, W, Bain, which shows how pettifogging
a preacher can be when an honest statement
does not serve his purpose. His subject is the
doctrine of future punishment, and is an answer
to Mr. Brooke Herford’s sermon on ‘“ Common-
Sense Christianity.” Mr. Herford does not be-
lieve in the dogma of endless punishment, and
ventured to say so in his sermon. This red rag
roused Mr. Bain, and he proceeded to gore Mr.
Herford. Here is one of his conundrums :
“Mr. Brooke Herford says that for God to suf-
fer the sinner to be eternally miserable is un-
just. 'We ask, How do you know, Mr, Herford ¢
Can you comprehend what is right for the in-
finitely wise, holy, and just One to do? . . .,

Gather any number of criminals together, and
the greater their number the more common will
be their sense that to punish them adequately is
unjust.” Here iz an uncalled-for insinuation
that Mr. Herford is a criminal. Will Mr. B.
please state what crime he has committed? Or
is he a criminal only in a Pickwickian sense?
Mr. Herford said : *‘ It is not possible for man,
in the brief period of threescore and ten years,
to sin sufficiently to jeopardize his soul for eter-
nity.” To which Mr. Bain replies: ‘ We know
that, according to human law and the finite sense
of justice, man in five minutes can commit sin
enough to forfeit his liberty for ninety-nine years,
or to forfeit his life.” That istrue enough ; but
what has it to do with what Mr. Herford said?
‘Will Mr. Bain please tell how much, ““according
to human law and finite sense of justice,” aman
would have to sinin order to deserve the punish-
ment of having hot lead poured into his ears con-
tinually for ninety-nine years, supposing that he
could live through it? If the greatest criminal
that ever lived were to be sentenced to such a
punishment for one week, or even one hour, I
believe that Mr., Bain himself could be persuad-
ed to enter a mild protest. But this would be
very homeopathic punishment compared to
what God (according to Mr. B.) has in store for
sinners when he gets them into the lake of fire.
Some people are ready to condemn cruelty and
torture when practiced by man ; but, when God
acts the fiend, it is all right, and everything is
lovely.

Mr. Bain thanks God that there are thousands
besides Mr.. Spurgeon who believe this ¢ fearful
creed.” Well, I have no wish to deprive Mr.
Bain of the comfort this affords him, if he will
only refrain from making false statements as to
the effect of this dogma on the character of men.
He claims that a rejection of it ‘‘enfeebles the
character in warp and woof ; the texture is soft
and loose as woolen threads, . . . . . and men
are more like empty mill-bags than pillars in
gociety ;7
this dread might save even the filthy debanchee,
the very learned, polite moralist and infidel, and
some Unitarians, from making their eternal
abode there.” Where does Mr. B. get his au-
thority for these sweeping assertions? Let us
look up some of these ‘“‘mill-bags.” We will
take Abraham Lincoln, Charles Sunner, Horace
Greeley, Samuel J. May, etc., as specimens.
‘When we consider how feeble in warp and woof
the character of these mill-bags was, and what
a Pillar of Hercules Mr. B. is, we must admit
““ this fearful creed ” is a big thing. - Whether
a preaching of this ¢ dread truth ” saves anybody
from an eternal abode in hell or not, I have no
means of knowing, What I wouldlike to know
i3, does it make men honest and useful in this
life, and ‘* pillars in society”? If Mr. B. can
show that all men who do not subscribe to his
‘“dread truth” (?) are thieves, swindlers, and
rapscallions, and that all who do subsecribe to it
are men of uprightness of character—that is,
pillars—then I shall hasten to join his church
and indorse his preaching. E. A. E.

‘We might remind Mr. B. that God does not pur-
pose nor threaten to inflict any punishment on
the wicked which will outrage sound reason,
that God-given endowment of the mind. So he
says, even to the sinner himself, “ Come let us
reason together.” He calls upon us to recognize
his justice and mercy. He must therefore have
given us powers of mind, capable, when right-
Iy used, of determining these atfributes. But
every conception of either justice or mercy is
felt to be outraged by the idea of eternal tor-
ment. As Bishop Newton remarks, we may
assent to it, but we ‘‘ cannot seriously believe it,
nor reconcile it to God and goodness.” It must
be felt to be just and right, that they who judge
themselves unworthy of everlasting life, should
cease to exist, and ‘‘be as though they had not
been.” And we may well rejoice that this is
the uniform testimony of the Scriptures also.

U. s.

A Reason of the Hope.

W are taught to be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh us a reason of
the hope that is in us, And certainly if we can
give an answer to others, we must be able to
know for ourselves on what our faith and hope
are grounded. Our faith is to be tried. Each
one must be prepared to stand the test for him-
self, He that endures to the end will besaved.
Some have depended too much upon others, and
have not studied the reasons upon which our
faith is based. Such are in danger of being
moved from their foundation. They have
moved because others did ; and if others fall
away, they, having no root in themselves, are
liable to go with them. It isto our interest to
know for ourselves why we believe and hope.

If our faith and hope are correct, our all de-
pends upon holding fast ; if not, the sooner it is
abandoned the better. If it is correct, it must
bring believers into unity. It is impossible for
it to fail of this end. Then every departure
from the spirit of unity is a departure from the
truth. Sectarianism is a wicked thing. The
heretic or factionist is rejected of God. Heis
gelf-condemned. Let all beware of a party
spirit. It is not in agreement with the Spirit of
God. The gathering call is sounding. ‘He
that gathereth not with me,” says Christ, ‘‘ scat-

and that “a faithful preaching of |

tereth abroad.” Have you received, as truth,
the faith that God is sending out the last mes-
sage—a message that is to prepare his people for
the advent of Christ ? How important, then, that
you should be laboring to build up this truth in
unity ! Can you lightly give influence to a party
spirit ¢

Let all who are satisfied with the foundation
of our faith and hope hold on to it. Encourage
unity for the truth’s sake, and for the sake of the
salvation of souls. If any doubt the foundation,
let them inquire till they are satisfied, and then:
act accordingly. Be prepared with a reason for
your position—a reason that will satisfy yourself,
at least. The time is coming when you will want.
a foundation more firm than the ebbing and
flowing of the waters, the fluctuations of others
who are unsettled, and are turned about by
every adverse wind. Have salt in yourselves,
and have peace and unity with those who are
grounded in the truth. Have you no reason
but the fluctuations and caprices of other un-
stable souls? Then be in haste to find a better
one, or give up the ship, .

Yes, have a reason at hand that will silences
the contending waves of passion and party spirit
—a reason that will make you calm in the midst
of adverse squalls. If we have taken the right
ship it will land us safely, if we remain on

board. My advice to all is, “Don’t give up
the ship.” I can give no good reason for for-
sakingit. Canyou? Search and see. Is this

the work of God, the work predicted in proph-
ecy ? 1If g0, hold fast that no one take your
crown, Eternal life and a home in the promised
new earth are the prize to be gained or lost.
It is all important that our faith and hope are
well grounded. Let us know the foundation of
our hope. Let us have a reason that will abide.
the storms and billows of passion and pride.
' R. F. CorTRELL.

Genuine and Counterfeit.

Ix all great religious reforms, it appears that
Satan does all in his power to mix false experi~
ences with genuine, and all reformers have been
forced to meet this evil.

Jeremiah, speaking of the great reformation
in the days of the good king Josiah (see chap.
3:6-11), says, ‘‘ And yet for all this her treacher~
ous sister Judah hath not turned unto me with
her whole heart, but feignedly, saith the Lord.”

Luther was brought face to face with the most:
absurd fanaticism in his own ranks ; and it ap-
pears that the work on the affections by Pres.
Edwards was written in view of evils exiging in
his day, of the kind therein mentioned. In his
preface to that work he thus writes ;—

¢ During revivals of religion those persons.
who are engaged to defend its cause, are, in
general, most exposed where they are least ap-
prehensive of danger. While they are wholly
intent upon the opposition which presents itself
before them, the grand enemy of the church
comes behind, and gives them a fatal stab
before they perceive it. As he is not opposed.
by any guard, he strikes at his leisure and.
wounds the deeper. At such, seasons, the
friends of Christ are scattered, the confidence.
of the people of God is shaken, and their minds
perplexed with doubts.”

To head off the enemy and drive him from his
fortresses, Dr. Edwards does not enter upon an
analysis of the heresy, and thus begin an endless
discussion ; but takes up the subject of the affec-
tions, and shows conclusively that true religion
begins, continues, and ends, in the affections.
He says in his preface: ‘“ What I now have in
view is to describe the nature of the gracious
operations of the Holy Spirit, and to point out
the peculiar signs by which they are distin-
guished from everything besides, to which the
mind of man can possibly be subject.”

He takes for his text 1 Pet. 1:8: “ Whom
having not seen, ye love ; in whom, though now
ye see him nct, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” He thus
opens his argument :—

¢ The apostle here describes the state of mind
of the Christians he addressed while they were
suffering those persecutions and manifold temp-
tations referred to in the preceding verses as the
trial of their faith. Such trials benefit relig-
ion. They trythe faith of professors, and show
whether it is genuine. They exhibit the beauty,
amiableness, and excellency of true religion,
which never appears so lovely as when it is
most oppressed. They also tend to purify it
from corrupt mixtures, establish and confirm it,
and render it more lively and vigorous.”

Dr. Edwards proceeds to show the genuine
fruits of love, and its manner of working. He
shows the close connection there is between the’
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affections and the will, and the certain conse-
quences of a defect in this matter ; and he
proves clearly that genuine religion has its seat
in the affections.

It is a significant fact that a man of Dr. Ed-
wards’ piety and good judgment should have
taken this way of meeting error, It is the only
true way. It is the inductive plan.
us first a beautiful picture, that of love, and
leads the mind on by degrees to see the objects
(idols) which dim our view of this glorious
virtue.

Most, if not all, have some favorite idol which
we love more than God. This it is that sepa-
rates us from God. To get these idols out of
the way, we should love God more, and our
idols will then fall, We must love God fer-
vently, cleave to him perpetually, obey him
cheerfully, work for him zealously, There must
be a will set and firm for God and for his truth.

JosEPHE CLARKE.

A Peculiar People,

TuE Lord hath set apart him that is godly for
himself, and this consecration to God and sepa~
ration from the world is plainly declared and
positively enjoined in both the Old and New
Testaments. There is a wall of separation which
the Lord himself has established between the
things of the world and the things he has
chosen out of the world and sanctified unto
himself. The calling and the character of God’s
people are peculiar. Their prospects are pecul-
iar, and these peculiarities distinguish them
from all people. All of God’s people upon the
earth are one body, from the beginning to the
end of time. They have one head that directs
and governs the body. The same injunctions
rest upon God’s people now, to be separate from
the world, as rested upon ancient Israel. The
great Head of the church has not changed.
The experience.,of Christiang in these days is
much like the travels of ancient Israel. Please
read 1 Cor. 10, especially from the 6th to the
156th verse.

“ Now these things were our examples, to the
intent we should not lust after evil things,
as they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as
were some of them ; as it is written, The people
sab down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.
.+ . Neither let us tempt Christ, as some
of them also tempted, and were destroyed of
serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them
also murmured, and were destroyed of the de-
stroyer. Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples ; and they are written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
world are come. Wherefore let him that think-
eth he standeth take heed lest he fall. There
hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man ; but God is faithful, who will
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation alsp make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
‘Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idola-
try. Ispeak asto wise men; judge ye what I
say.”’

1 John 3:1: ‘“Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God ; therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew him
not.”

1 John 2:15-17: ‘““Love not the world,
neither the things that are in the world, If
any man love the world, the love of the Father
is not inhim. For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of
world. And the world passeth away, and the
lust thereof ; but he that doeth the will of God
abideth forever.”

2 Pet. 2:20: ‘‘For if after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they
are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the begin-
ning. ”

James 4:4: ‘“Know ye not that the friend-
ship of the world is enmity with God ? whoso-
ever therefore will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God.”

James 1: 27 : “Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the world,”

Titus 2:12-14: *“ Teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works.”

It presents’

Rom. 12:2: “ And be not conformed to this
world ; but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of
God.” )

John 17 :14, 15, 17 : I have given them
thy word ; and the world hath hated them, be-
cause they are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world. I pray not that thou
shouldest take them out of the world, but that
thou shouldest keep them from theevil. . , . . .
Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is
truth.”

Luke 6: 22, 23: “ Blessed are ye, when men
shall hate you, and when they shall separate
you from their company, and shall reproach you,
and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap
for joy; for behold your reward is great in
Heaven ; for in the like manner did their fathers
unto the prophets.”

John 15 :16-19 : ¢‘ Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain ; that whatsoever ye shall
ask of the Father in my name, he may give it
you. These things I command you, that ye
love one another. If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it hated you. If
ye were of the world, the world would love his
own ; but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you.”

1John 4:4,5: ‘“Ye are of God, little chil-
dren, and have overcome them ; because greater
is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.
They are of the world ; therefore speak they of
the world, and the world heareth them.”

1 John 2:5, 6: ¢ But whoso keepeth his
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected ;
hereby know we that we are in him. He that
saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to
walk even as he walked.”

1Pet. 2:9: “But ye are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a pecul-
iar people; that ye should show forth the praises
-of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.”

As we read the word of God, how plain that
God’s people are peculiar and distinet from the
unbelieving world around them. Our positionis
interesting and fearful ; living in the last days,
how important that we imitate the example of
Christ, and walk even as he walked. “If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross and follow me.” The
opinions and wisdom of men must not guide or
govern us, They always lead away from the
cross,

The servants of Christ have not their home
or their treasure here. Would that all of them
could understand that it is only because the
Lord reigns that we are even permitted to dwell
in peace and safety among our enemies, Ttis
not our privilege to claim special favors of the
world. We must consent to be poor and de-

‘spised among men until the warfare is finished

and the victory won. The members of Christ
are called to come out and be separate from the
friendship and spirit of the world, and their
strength and power consists in their being chos-
en and accepted of God.

The Son of God was the heir of all things, and
the dominion and the glory of the kingdoms of
this world were promised to him. Yet when he
appeared in this world it was without riches or
splendor. The world understood not his union
with the Father ; and the excellency and glory
of his divine character were hid from them.
He was therefore ‘‘despised and rejected of
men,” and ‘“we did esteem him smitten of God
and aftlicted.”

Even so the members of Christ are as he was
in this world. They are the sons of God and
joint heirs with Christ; and the kingdom and
dominion belong to them. The world under-
stand not their character and holy calling, They
perceive not their adoption into the family of
God. Their union and fellowship with the
Father and the Son are not manifest to the
world, and while they behold their humiliation
and reproach, it does not appear what they shall
be. They are strangers. The world knows
them not, and appreciates not the motives which
actuate them.

The world is ripening for its destruction.
God can bear with sinners but a little longer.
They must drink the dregs of the cup of .his
wrath unmixed with mercy. Those who will be
heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ
to the immortal inheritance will be peculiar,
yes, so peculiar that God places a mark upon
them as his, wholly his, Think ye that God
will receive, honor, and acknowledge, a people g0
mixed up with the world that they differ from

them only inname? Read again Titus 2 : 13-15,
It is soon to be known who is on the Lord’s side
—who will not be ashamed of Jesus.
have not moral courage to take their position
conscientiously in the face of unbelievers, and
leave the fashions of the world, and imitate the
self-denying life of Christ, are ashamed of him,
and do not love his example. E. G W,

Time.

How little is time appreciated by most ex-
cept to be used for selfish purposes—for profit,
or for pleasure, or ambition. But in the light
of eternity, how few estimate time as it should
be estimated, how few weigh this invaluable
treasure in a proper balance! Our most valu-
able blessings are seldom appreciated until they
are withheld from us for a time. The manna
became by constant use so little valued that the
people complained, murmured, and rebelled,
while eating of this heavenly food.

Time is continued to us day by day; our sea-
son of probation is lengthened out; shall we
nndervalue this great blessing, and let the pre-
cious opportunity of repentance escape? There
is a point of time in the life of each of us,
which, if improved, would set our feet in the
straight and narrow path that leads to a future
life of glory, immortality, and infinite, unspeak-
able happiness, in the presence of God, of Je-
sus Christ, and angels, and the just made per-
fect in Heaven.

‘There was a period of time in which the ante-
diluvians were warned of the coming deluge.
At a certain set time the deluge came ; at a cer-
tain appointed time the waters of the flood were

assuaged, and earth again smiled in beauty and

glory, although it was deprived of its former
magnificence. So, for a long period, good men
looked forward to the time when the Messiah
should appear; and when that period of time

1 arrived, the glorious One appeared. For a time

he was the present Saviour ; good men rejoiced
with joy unspeakable ; the unfortunate and the
poor were relieved. But time flew relentlessly
on, and the Messiah was here on earth per-
sonally no longex.

Since that time, good men have looked down
the distant ages for the fulfillment of the pre-
dicted signs of his second coming. Those signs
in sun, moon, and stars, have taken place, and
now they know he is near, even at the doors.
Soon he will come in all the glory of his Father ;
yes, the time is near. A little space of time
and all the elect will be, safely landed on the
plains of paradise.

Time will run as before its steady course. A.

thousand years will the sun count in its annual
circuits while the poor ruined earth lies in utter
ruin without inhabitants ; then the resurrection
of the wicked will take place, the earth be in
flames, and the last sinner consumed.

‘Time will not stay, but will rush on to final
victory. The time will come when all ihese
events will be past, and the purified earth will
bloom as when first from the hand of the Crea-
tor, Time will verify the truth of prophecy,
and will prove that Jehovah will do as he hasg
said by the words of all his prophets, '

Jos. CLARKE.

The Gospel Immutable.

Gop’s church is a trustee, and its duaty is to
keep the gospel safely—to preserve it just as
it came from God—to transmit its truth pure
and unchanged to the world. We have to
transmit this old, unchanging story of truth in
an age which, above all other ages, is full
of the desire to hear new things. There never
was an age in which human opinion was so
much adrift. We establish supposed facts,
and cling to apparently unchanging principle
to-day, which, to-morrow, we find all adrift
again. Undoubtedly we make advances every
day. We improve and push on, but there is
constant changing, and our faith is shattered.
Our truth and principles of to-day must accom-
modate themselves to new truths and different
principles to-morrow.

Upon such a time we have drifted, and I donot
complain of the times. God has permitted them,
with all their tendencies. The philosophies of
the past generation must pass away before the
facts of this, and the facts of this generation
will yield to the newer theories of the next,
and they will drift down the current, ever giv-
ing place to others. Men may go on making
their theories and putting them into books, but
they will die, as theories and books have died
before them. TUntil the last testimony is before
the court, there can be no fixed theory, Human
investigation is corrected by human investiga-
tion. Until you have the last fact in your

Those who

science, your theory will fail. A single unknown
fact may overturn it., We must hold ourselyes
ready to cast away at sight all our theories and
conclusions and adopt new ones. But is this so
in all departments of human knowledge ? What-
ever is established by human investigation is
liable to be corrected by better investigation to-
morrow. Your expression of a truth thus es-
tablished can never be more than part of the
truth—it may be only the shadow of it

But shall what depends on God’s revelation
also submit to change, and become all adrift?
Is that also unfixed and veering? In one re-
spect, perhaps, it is. In itself it is fixed and
unchangeable. But when man accepts the
truth he does so according to his capacity. He
may take less to-day, and more to-morrow. He
may see only part of it at one time. So the
truth inside him may change, but the truth out-
side him never does, One man sees the truth
more strongly than another, but it is the same
unchanging truth. Here the mistake arises of
supposing that God’s truth does or can change.
The difference is in man himself, The enor-
mous mountain range of God’s truth is traversed
by men who see only part at a time, and as
they go on they see more and get other views,
They think that it is the mountains that change,
but all the change is in themselves.

God’s revealed gospel is always the same
story. Man receives it according to his powers
of reception. It is great and universal. All
men take it, for it fits all. It can have no
change to suit the advances of the times. That
sort of thing is sometimes preached from the
pulpit, It is said that this old gospel must im-
prove as men advance, that it must accommodate
itself to the progress of the age. We admibt
that to one age one side of the gospel may be
brightest and dearest, and in another age an-
other side of the gospel may be most cherished.
But this is not a change in the gospel—it is a
a change in the age—not a change in God’s
truth, but a change in man, The unchanging
truth comes with a voice to every man, but it
seems to vary in accordance with his capacity
of hearing.— Hugh Miller Thompson.

Defective Prayers.

TrUE prayer has power with God. It brings
to the weakest Christian the aid of an omnipo-
tent Helper, and is always answered, though
often in ways quite otherwise than those
anticipated or even desired. But there isa vast
difference between the forms and the spirit of
prayer, and many who feel that their prayers
accomplish little may learn the reason in the
following suggestions :—

1. Those which embody no desire. They are
formal and lifeless. The soul will not be easily
pacified when it has a great desire which cries
out for something God alone can give.

2. Such as are not earnest. Prayer is real
work for life, while yet disclaiming all personal
power to secure it or merit it.

3. Such as are without faith. There are three
grounds for faith in approach to God. 1. His
covenant. 2. Hispromises, 3. Hisattributes.
Surely upon one or the other the confidence; of
the petitioner may rest unshaken.

4. Such as are made in wrath. The heart
which secures favor from God must love man-
kind., It must put away all wrath, and malice,
and evil speaking. It must forgive and bless as.
it would be forgiven and blessed.

b, Such as are connected with a disposition .
to live in sin. ‘‘If I regard iniquity in my
heart the Lord will not hear me.”

6. An unwillingness to do the will of God.
Many a man dares not ask for the coming in of
the Holy Spirit, lest it reprove him for some
long-neglected duty. If we pray for light, we
must accept its revelations; for strength, the
duties it imposes.

7. The lack of praise to God. Thanklessness.
shuts God out—is a non-conductor of mercy.
We do not praise God half enough,

8. Praying to be seen and heard of men.
Prayers for human ears have little audience in
divine ones,

Duration of Vegetable Life.

Lorp Linpsay states that in the course of
his wanderings amid the pyramids of Egypt, he
stumbled on a mummy, proved by its hiero-
glyphics to be at least 2,000 years of age. On
examining the mummy after it was unwrapped,
he found in one of its closed hands a tuberous
or bulbous root. He wasg interested in the
question how long vegetable life could last, and
he therefore took that tuberous root from the
mummy’s hand, planted it in a sunny soil, al-
lowed the rains and dews of heaven to descend
upon it, and in the course of a few weeks, to
his astonishment and joy, the root burst forth
and bloomed into a beauteous dahlia.
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THE SUN-BRIGHT CLIME,
Have you heard, have you heard, of the sun-bright
clime,
Undimmed l;y tears, unhurt by erime,
Where age hath no power o’er the fadeless frame;
For they live forever and know no pain—
Have you heard of that sun-bright elime ?

A river of water gushes there,
Mid flowers of beauty strangely rare,
And rich-plumed songsters fiit through the bowers
Of the tree of life, on those golden shores,
Over there in that sun-bright clime.

Soon the saints will roam those fields of light

In garments of beauty pure and white,

And pluck life’s fruit in the Eden bowers,

Mid a thousand hues of fadeless flowers,
Over there in that sun-bright clime.

Not long shall we wait for that sinless clime,

For now we are nearing the end of time;

Soon the Lord will come with his bride in white,

To take us home where there'll be no night,
Will ycu go to that sun-bright clime?

Lrogeess of the Ounse,

o that goe*h forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt.
less come again with rejoieing, bringing his sheaves with him.

— T

T R TR

Michigan.

Mavx 29, I was with the Church in Oceana
Co., at the school-house near Greenwood
Station. I spoke of the great price paid
for the chureh, of its great value to a lost
world, and of ourresponsibilities to carryfor-
ward the work to be done by said church.
Brethren came in from several towns, and
there was freedom in preaching and in the
social meetings throughout the day.

On first-day we had business meeting at
9 o’clock ; preaching at half past ten; then
went eight miles to Montague to attend the
funeral of Bro. Frank Wiard’s infant
child, ITere I spoke to an attentive eon-
gregation ; many of them I think had never
before heard a Seventh-day Adventist.
We then went one and one-half miles to
the burying ground, returned, and went
two miles to the shore of White Lake,
where three willing souls were buried with
Christ in baptism, This wag quite a day’s
work considering age and infirmities; but.
the Lord sustained me.

June 5, at home, with the church in
Newton.

The 12th I was with the chuarch in Bur-
lington, and with them attended the ordi-
nances, which had been neglected for some
time. This was a very solemn meeting,
Here the brethren are just commencing to
build a house of worship, and I hope all
will set out anew to walk inlove and union
in the work of God.

June 19, 20, at Alaiedon. I spoke twice

on the Sabbath, and once on first-day. |

There was a good turnout at this meeting,
and the time was well filled up in social in-
terview, 'Three years have passed since I
had met with this church, which was raised
up by Bro. Matteson, and I hope they will
follow the instruction he has recently given
them in the Review. The Lord was a
present help in these meetings, and I trust
lasting good was done,
J. BYINGTON.
Alaiedon, June, 1875.

Indiana.

Sivoxr our last report, the interest at this
place, Ligonier, Noble Co., has been on the
increase. 'The congregations have ranged
from two to seven hundred.

The introduction of the Sabbath ques-
tion has aroused not only the people
in the village, but those in the immediate
country for miles around. Sabbath, the
12th, in the afternoon, held a Bible Class as
our first Sabbath exercise. Quite a large
number present.

Tast Sabbath, June 19, held our first
Sabbath meeting ; about one hundred pres-
ent. At the conclusion of the discourse,
took a vote to ascertain who had deter-
mined to observe the Subbath, Our hearts
were made to rejoice to see thirty.five
arise. In the afternoon held a second
Bible Class. Fully one hundred were pres-
ent.

There are some thirty families of Jews
residing here. They have a synagogue,
and each Sabbath they hold a morning
service. Many of them are quite wealthy,
and control, to a great extent, the business
of this place, a town of about three thou-
gand inhabitants. Some of them keep the
Sabbath, but the business men keep open
their places of business, Quite a number
of them have attended our meetings.
Some geem interested. The presentation
of the Sabbath question has mnot only
pleased, but aroused them. Yesterday,
first-day, held a meeting to consider the
idea of observing the Sabbath more strict-

still it was good.

ly by closing their business houses. Al

agreed so te do, with one or two dissenting
voices. They expect, as soon as they get
the consent of all, to publish a date at
which time they expect to close up busi-
ness on the Sabbath. Some of them who

‘have attended our meetings have purchased

books and are reading. I mention this to
illustrate the power of the Sabbath reform,
in the light of the third angel’s message, in
affecting all classes and nations.

Have sold thus far about sixteen dollars’
worth of publications. The interest is still
good, and we trust through the blessing of
the Lord that quite a number will be sound-
ly converted and embrace the truth.

S. H. Lawg,
H. M. Kzxvon.

Northern Missouri.

Sixox May 28, I have been with Brn.
Long and Chaffee in Daviess Co., assisting
with the tent. Continued at.Prairie Val-
ley, near Winstanville, till the 18th. Five

| were baptized. The cause is still onward

there.

Our vigit from Bro. and Sr. White was
greatly appreciated by us all. Quite a
number came in from a distance to see and
hear them, and be with us at the meeting.
It rejoiced us much to see thege veterans
of the cause looking so well and enjoying
such freedom in the Lord, although doing
more than double labor while with us.
Brethren, we whe are younger in the
cause, let us take courage, and go forward
in the work doing what we can find to do
with all our might; for the time is short.

Came to Gallatin with the tent the 15th.
Have held only two meetings yet, it being
so stormy. Quite an interest was raised
here by the meetings of Bro. and Sr.
White, and many are anxious to hear fur-
ther, Hope we may lead them into the
light of present truth, Pray for us.

J. H. Rocxrrs.

June 19, 1876,

Northern N. Y.

AccorpiNG to my published appoint.
ments, I have visiteg the friends of truth
in this part of the State.

At Benson, I found them firm, and a
favorable state of feeling among the larger
part of the community. Some have re-
moved, and they do not feel strong enough
to sustaein a separate organization, but wish
to unite with this people, which they will
have an opportunity to do. Baptized one.

At Chester, owing to seemingly unavoid-
able circumstances, our meetings were
small, but very good. One united with the
church. Visited Indian Lake, and bap-
tized three. '

‘At Keene, circumstances also conspired
against the interest of the meeting, but
Interest was mani-
fested by outside friends, and one was bap-
tized.

At Vermontville, the attendance was'
full, and a good outside interest manifest-:
ed, but the church was laboring under
some disadvantage and discouragement,
and after due consideration it was deemed
advisable to disband and unite with the
church in Keene, which was accordingly
doune,

On my way home I visited Pierpont, St.
Lawrence Co., where Bro. Hall has been
laboring some time for the confirming of
believers and the conversion of sinners.
Fouud a good interest. As the result of
his labor, several families have embraced
the truth, and a number of persons have
given good evidence of sound conversion.

About thirty-five Sabbath-keepers were
present Sabbath-day, and the attendance
from outside was large. Sunday morning

the Methodist minister spoke against our:

views on the immortality theme, and in the
evening, when I reviewed him, the house
would not hold the people that came.
Steps are being taken to build a house of
worship, with a fair prospect of success.
S. B. WHITNEY.
Litehfield, N. Y., June 15, 1875,

Report from St, Anne, Ii.

Ox my way to this place, I attended the
Illinois Camp-mesting, which, though small,
was a much better meeting than the meet-
ing of last year. The brethren seemed to
be in a beiter frame of mind to take hold
of the work, and the interest of the meet-
ing was increased by the labors and coun-
sels of Bro. and Sr. White. This meeting
was a great blessing to me. I have had a.
clearer sense of my duty and of the rela-
tions I sustain to the work among my
people, and greater freedom in God, since

receiving instructions from Bro. and Sr.
White. To God be all the praise.

] find all the French brethren and sisters
in St.- Anne and Kankakee holding on to
the truth, and several new ones have em-
braced the message during my absence.
We had an extraordinary meeting of the
French last Sabbath. Some came twenty-
five miles to attend it. My heart was
touched at what my eyes {eheld. The
work is moving on slowly but surely.
Truly there is power in the message to
hold the unlearned and the oppressed as
well as the learned, if they will work for
themselves and for others. While labor-
ing to further instruct the brethren, I am
helping them to push forward the work on
new ground. D. T. BourpErAv.

St. Anne, ITl., June 21, 1875.

Wiseonsin.

SpeNt Sabbath, June 5, with the Burn-

side church. It was a good day for us all.’

Two united with the church, and others
are almost persuaded. One of those who
joined us has been a sailor for twenty
years. He has visited the lands where
Paul and Christ suffered; and during all
his wanderings has loved his. God and been
faithful. He does not know, he says, why
the Lord has been 8o good as to bring him
away inte the wilderness to show him this
light. It softened all our hearts to witness
his joy and tears.

May 6, spent with the Modena church.
They were in some embarrassment, yet
hopeful. D. Downgr.

Durand, Wis., June 6, 1875.

Hart Co., Kentucky,

I Ax at Hammondsville, Hart Co., Ky.,
lecturing. Have a good interest; but
prejudice runs very high. I have to lec-
ture in & small school-house, though there
is a large Baptist meeting-house here; but
no one gets the privilege of using it but
those of their own faith. How much we
need a tent here. :

I have effected a temporary organization
of a church of seventeen members near the
Powder Mills in Hart Co., Ky., to be called
the Powder Mills church. There are many
more keeping the Sabbath who will join
soon, We have had some good meetings
here of late. The Lord has blessed us
much. Praise his name. Sabbath meetings
and Sabbath-school are held here every
Sabbath, and the people rejoice much in
the truth. My . O. address for the pres-
ent is as above, S. OsBorN.

Translated from the Svensk Advent Harold, by 3. 8.
Progress of the Work among the Swedes,

WaaT onr eyes behold of the signs of
the times—signs which daily multiply
around us—invites us to watch for the
soon coming of our Lord. We cast a
glance over the broad harvest-field, and
see how the wheat is being garnered in, in
order to preserve it from the coming storm.
It is gratifying to witness the advance-
ment of thig work of the Lord. Every
letter that brings to us the news of a soul
brought from darkness to light, and every
report which gives account of the progress
of the third angel’s message, rejoices the
heart, and strengthens our courage.
adversity or prosperity, in evil or good re-
port, we find still a determination to fight

the fight of faith, and join in {the shout of

victory.
We have lately had encouraging news
from Sweden. A Baptist sister writes:—

¢ Brethren in America: In gratitude to-

God will T inform you that the truths
which I found revealed in your publica-
tions have helped me out of a state of
anxiety and doubt, which had taken pos-
session of my mind on account of not hav-
ing a right understanding of God’s word,
I had often spoken with ministers about
the state of the soul after death, but they
left me in the same darkuess I was in be-
fore. This, as well !ag many other points,
has now become clear to me through the
Harold, which is a welcome messenger to
us. A minister said to me a few days
ago, as he was reading in the Harold:
¢ This journal you should not circulate, but
should throw it into the fire.” I answered
him that when God, throngh his Spirit and
his word, makes his truth clear to me, I
will follow it, even if I have to leave all
my old friends; for I would ‘rather obey
God than maun. Praise the Lord! there
are a few of God’s children here who in a
quiet spirit notice the Harold. They are
convinced that it advocates the doctrines
of the Bible, and no error.”

Amid-

We have again had the pleasure of meet-
ing our dear friends at Chisago Lake,
Minn. One was baptized and taken into
church fellowship.

From Chisago Lake, we wont to Trade
Lake, Wiscousin, where Bro. Lindblad for-
merly labored, and where four families
have received the truth. Here we or-
ganized a church of seven members. Sys-
tematic Benevolence for the year amounts
to $26.00. Crarrzs Lee.

MICHIGAN.

The last of January, I went to Manistee,
Mich., where I sought to show the people
that the coming of the Lord is near, and
that God calls us to put away the com-
mandments of men and accept the eom-
mandments of God. I pointed out the
down-trodden Sabbath, and showed that
the seventh day, and no other, is the day
which the Lord set apart as a memorial
and rest-day. This caused a great stir
among the people. God’s Spirit convineced
some of the truth, and six persons decided
to obey the Lord and walk according to
his commandments. C. Larsox.

CLAY CENTER, KANSAB.

A brother writes to the Swvensk Adven:
Harold : * As a Lutheran preacher, T have,
like some others, sought eternal life in oth-
er books beside the Scriptures. By the
help of your publications, which refer di-
rectly to the Bible, I have found that the
Seriptures testify plainly, that in Christ
alone is found eternal life. I have not
found in all my search that the soul is im-
mortal. I see now that I had formerly
mistaken ideas in regard to the Judgment.
Men are so deceived, so deeply rooted in
the dootrine of the natural immortality of
the soul, that it appears to them that ev-
erything is swept away when it is declared
unto them that such a dootrine is not of
God, but of men, and had its origin with
him who said, ¢Ye shall not surely die.’
Gen. 3: 4, There are in all five families
here who rejoice in the truth of the angel’s
words to Daniel, that in the last days
‘many shall run to and fro, and knowl-
edge shall be increased.’ A K?”

Report of the State Annual T. & M.
Meeting in Il

Tue fifth State annual meeting of the
Tllinois T. & M. Society was held at Sher-
idan, La Salle Co., June 14, 1875. After
the opening prayer by Eld, T. M. Steward,
as the secretary was absent, Bro. G. W.
Coleord was chosen clerk of the meeting.
Minutes of the last meeting were read and
accepted.

Report showed the following:—

No. of families visited, 82; No. of letters
written, 50; No. of new subscribers for Re-
VIEW, 44 5 Instructor,47; Reformer, 1653 Voice
of Truth, 234. Distribution of reading mat-
ter: Reviews, 402; Instructors, 38; Ke-
Jormers, 18535 Advent Tidende, 15 True Mes-
sionary, 2 ; Voice of Truth, 15; almanacs,
2; tracts and pamphlets loaned, pages, 14,
893; given away, pp., 64,167 ; total No. of
pages, 79,060 ; furnished to librarian, pp.,
15,179, Money received from member-
ship, donations, and book sales, $102.97.
"~ June 7. Cary Drypew, Sec.

Remarks in reference to the proper man-
ner of laboring in this branch of .the sa-
cred cause were made for the benefit of in-
experienced members by Elds. D. T. Bour-
deau and R. F. Andrews.

The following officers were nominated,
and unanimously elected to their respective
offices for the ensning year :—

For President, Kld. G. W. Colcord,
Lovington, Moultrie Co., Ill. ; Viee Presi-
dent, Eld. T. M. Steward, Rockton, Win-
nebago Co., Ill.; Secretary, Frances M. T.
Simonson, Hillsdale, Rock Island Co., IlL;
Treasurer, Geo. Foreman, Somonauk, De
Kalb Co., Ill. For Directors: Dist. No.
1. C. A. Bates, Green Vale, Jo. Daviess
Co., Ill.; Dist. No. 2. J. H. Bennet, Bel-
videre, Boone Co., Ill.; Dist. No. 3. James
Bute, Sheridan, La Salle Co,, Ill.; Dist.
No. 4. Cary Dryden, Keithsburg, Mercer
Co, Il ; Dist. No. 5. James King, Eugene,
Knox Co., Il ; Dist No. 6. William Pen-
niman, Woodburn, Macoupin . Co.,, IiL;
Dist. No. 7. Martin Kittle, Darien, Clark
Co., L ; Dist. No. 8. A. J. Scott, Jeffer-
sonville, Wayne Co., Ill.; Dist. No. 9. B.
F. Merritt, Crescent City, Iroquois Co., 11l ;
Dist. No. 10. Jared Mallernee, Lovington,
DMoultrie Co., Tl

Voted, That the minutes of this meeting
should be sent to the Revigw for publica-
tion.

Adjourned, sine die.

G. W. Concorn, Pres.

Frances M. T. Swonson, Sec.
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¢ P. 8. I would suggest the propriety of
each officer of this Society keeping a copy
of the paper in which thisis published. 1t
will be very convenient for reference.

G W. C.

Wisconsin Conference.

Tas Conference held its fifth annual
gession at Monroe, Green Co., Wis., in
connection with the camp-meeting, from
June 17-22, 1875.

FIRST SESSION.

TFirst session called June 18, at 9 o’clock
A. 3.5 the president, O. A, Olsen, in the
chair, Prayer by Bro. White.

Credentials were called for, when twenty-
one churches were represented by their re-
spective delegates, ten by letter, and one

. was not represented. :

Minutes of last Conference read and ap-
proved.

Applications of new churches for admit-
tance to Conference were received as fol-
lows :~—

Douglass Center, Liyons, Racine, Hurri-
cane Grove, and Leon.

On motion, Bro. and Sr. White, U.
Smith, and Bro. Colcord, were invited to
participate in the deliberations of the Con-
ference. .

A committee of three was selected to
nominate the proper committees. DBra.
Decker, 01ds, and Tenney, were selected as
that committee. Business being over, Bro.
White made some instructive remarks upon
the progress and wants of the cause. Ad-
journed to call of Chair,

SECOND BSESSION.

Conference convened June 19, 8 A.
Prayer by Bro. Colcord.

Burnside, Modena, and Arkansas, report-
ed. Eld. Downer delegate.

Church of Arkansas admitted.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

THIRD SESSION.

June 20, 8 p. n. Prayer by Eld. San-
born.

Report of committees called for; none
being ready to report, and no other busi-
ness coming up, Conference adjourned to
call of Chair.

FOURTH SESSION.

Conference called June 21, 8 A, M.

President in the chair. Prayer by Eld.
U. Smith.

Church of Fremont allowed to retain
one-half of their s. B. for this year. Loyal
allowed to retain all their s. B. the coming

ear,

The Committee on Nominations reported
as follows: For President, O. A. Olsen,
Fort Howard, Brown Co., Wis.; Execu-
tive Committee, Geo. Tenney and O. H.
Pratt; Seeretary, A. S. Osborn, Bloom-
ington, Grant Co.; Treasurer, Wm. Kerr,
Monroe, Green Co. Report adopted.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

FIFTH SESSION,

Conference met at 8 o’clock p. M., June
21.  Prayer by Eld. Matteson.

Committee on Credentials and Licenses
reported to renew the credentials of Isaac
Sanborn, John Matteson, O. A. Olsen,
David Downer; that 1. W. Decker receive
ordination, and that C. W. Olds, John At-
kinson, Ruafus Baker, S. 8. Smith, Abram
Kisner, J. C. Nielson, and N. M. Jordan,
receive license.

A Committee on Ordination appointed.

The report of Secretary called for, which
is a8 follows :-— .

No. of members for Conf. year, 1874, 875.
No. of members for Conf. year, 1875, 933.
Systematic Benevolence for the Conf. year
1874, $3015.00. Systematic Benevolence
for the Conf, year, 1875, $3422.00.

A resolution looking to the ultimate
divigsion of the Conference was favorably
considered.

The people expressed their confidence in
Bro. White and gratitade for his efficient
labors by a rising vote, every member vot-
ing and some expressing a wish that they
might give stronger testimonials of esteem.

Committee on Resolutions reported as
follows :—

Whereas, Great prominence is given in
certain quarters in these days to & spurious
doctrine of holiness and sanctifieation,
which leaves out obedience to the com-
mandments of God as necessary to salva-
tion, charging those who adhere to the
commandments with depending on works
for justification, therefore

Resolved, That we caution our brethren
in combatting this error, not to dwell so
exclusively on the law ag to appear to oc-

cupy the position which we are falsely
charged with occupying.

Resolved, That while we believe, as we
ever have believed, that faith must go with
works, that we cannot be justified while
living in transgression, and can be justified
only by faith in Christ, we protest against
being put by our opponents in the false
light of denying these principles.

Resolved, That we feel under renewed
obligations to the Lord for the help of his
Spirit in our camp-meeting, and for the in-
creasing light and evidences of the truth-
fulness of our position as a people in try-
ing to obey the third angel’s message and
proclaim it to the world.

Resolved, That we are greatly strength-
ened in our faith 28 we see the message
going among other nations, in harmon
with the predictions of the word of Got{
and that we are deeply interested in the
work in Europe.

Resolved, That the prosperity of the
cause on the Pacific Coast is a matter of
great encouragement to us, and we recom-
mend to our brethren as they are able and
willing, to take sharesin the California S.
D. A. Publishing Association.

Resolved, That we feel very grateful for
the efficient help rendered us in this camp-
meeting by the General Conference, and for
the goodness of God in giving our dear
brother and sister White so much strength
dnd grace to encourage and help us along.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

SIXTH SEBSION.

Conference met at 6 o’clock A. M., June
22. No formal opening—the entire con-
gregation present. The ordination of
Bro. Decker, amid great solemnity, took
place.

The Conference voted $100.00 to the
General Conference. The Treasurer’s Re-
port having been overlooked, it is here
given. Itis as follows:—

June 22, 1875, rec’d during
the year, $2185.77

Paid out during year

up to date, 2119.14

Cash on hand to bal., $66.63
O. A. O1sgx, Pres.
E. R. GirerT, Sec.

The Work of the Lord in other Tongues.

W= are receiving letters from time to
time from different parts of this country
and also from Denmark, whieh go to show
that the silent messengers which have been
sent there have done a good work. The
Spirit of the Lord seems to follow the
tracts and magazines, and persons who
have never heard a sermon on the subject
are embracing the truth from reading a
foew tracts, or perhaps from reading the
Tidende a half year or a year. And these
persons who thus embrace the truth receive
not only the theory, but also a love for it,
and: feel interested and anxious to have
theit neighbors and friends enlightened in
regard to it. The following is a translation
of a letter from a brother in Marquette Co.,.
Wis, :— :

“Dear brother ia the Lord: It must cer-
tainly encourage you to continue your labor
in the vineyard of the Lord with zeal,
when you learn something of the fruits. of
your labors in this vicinity. Advent 7%
dende comes a welcome guest to our family
circlee. My wife and fhave now com-
menced to keep the holy Sabbath of the
Lord; and it is solely from reading the
Tidende that we have been enlightened in
regard to the truth that ‘the seventh day
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God’ under
the Christian as well as under the Jewish
and patriarchal dispensations. The other
truths advocated by the ZWdende have been
held by us.for several years asthe precious
traths of the Lerd. There are several
Danish families here who are respected
for their uprightness and morality, and
who seek to live up to the best light they
have. Nearly all of them read the 7'dende,
and it is-my prayer to God that they may
come to a ‘knowledge of the truth,’ and
that ‘the truth may make them free.’ May
the Lord help us to work while the day
lasts; the night cometh when no man can
work.”

Another brother writes that he has been
reading the ZYdende since the beginning of
this year. He has also read the pamphlet
entitled, “The New Testament Sabbath,”
and this, he says; has been the means in
the hands of God of turning him from the
Pope’s Sabbath to the Sabbath of the
Lord. He writes also to iaquire the price
of sending the ZTidende to Denmark, and
says he will send it to all his friends who
will read it. He feels also interested for

'want, and comfort him in every trial.
it that men will not seek the favor of Him

hig American neighbors and wishes some
English tracts to scatter among ther:
Another writes that some friend has
sent him the Tidende since the beginning of
the year, and although he does not know
who it is, he feels thankful to him.
He finds truth in what he reads, and feels
interested to investigate still further.
These things are eéncouraging to those
who labor on the periodicals, and who feel
interested in seeing the work go forward.
If we are faithful in doing our part, the
Lord will add his blessing.
A. B. Oyzn,
Battle Creek, Mich. :

Love to Gods

“Tgou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength.”
Mark .12 :30. -

We need rot ask why this ecommandment
wag given. It is enough to know that the
Lord is our Creator and Father; that he
gave his only begotten Son to redeem us from
sin; that he cares for us as no earthly pa-
rent cares for his children; and that, as the
heavens are high above the earth, so great is
the merey of the Lord toward them that fear

him. Then ought we not to love such a

Heavenly Fatlier? Why should it be hard
for us to do 80? And why should it be hard
for us to show that love by obedience ?

Is there a Christian whose heart does not

‘swell with love and gratitude toward his

Heavenly Father as he beholds, from day to
day, the evidences that that Father is ever
mindful of him, and that he is continually giv-
ing him strength sufficient for the labors, and
courage for the trials, before him?  Knowing,
as the true disciple of the Lord does, that
whatever hig trials, Jabors, and toils, may be,
he has indeed a Heavenly Father, who is full
of goodness, mercy, and tender compassion,
who regards all his wants, and who will with-
hold no good thing from him, can he deo
otherwise than trust him, love him, and be
grateful for his care?

The Christian knows that he has a Parent
who regards him with more interest than the
kind and tender parent of earth does his
children. None but the Christian knows the
joy, the peace, and the comsolation, afforded
by the thought that he has such a Friend—
one who is sure to administer to his every
Why is

whose power has no bounds, whose love is in-
finite, and whose help is more than that of all
the world? Is it not one of the greatést mys-
teries that they do not? Have they no faith
in such a being? or have they yet failed to
realize that they necd the help of such a God:?
J. M. GALLEMORE.
Salisbury, Mo.

o

A Lessone.

My four-year-old i)_o—}: discovering a large,

ugly weed which I had pulled up, asked, |
“Whatis this?” “Aweed,”saidI. “Oh!}

let me set out this pretty little weed,” said
the boy. If I had allowed the little fellow
to set out this weed, who would have been
responsible for the consequences? And
who would have pitied me if I had found
my garden all covered with the seeds of
this foul weed, and had reaped a harvest
of weeds ?

Children ste no difference between good
and evil. To them sin looks: delightful.
Now if we allow them to grow up unre-

strained, the seeds of evil taking deep root.

in their hearts, instead of being rooted up,

who will be responsible? Who will pity

us if we reap a baleful crop? =. E. P.
Pine Island, Minn. .

Thoughts.

“Nor every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven;

but he that doeth the will of my Father |

which is in Heaven.” Matt. 7: 21. Professed
Christendom unite in magnifying Jesus.
Costly churches are built for his service. Hig
nameis populer. But the character they wor-
ship- is a creation of their own fancy—not
that of the truly meek and lowly One who
came to do his Father’s will, and who was
himself a transcript of his immutable law.
It is not the Father and his will (or law) and
Jesus, but it is all Jesus—* Lord, Lord,”—no
room for, or need of, the Father. Oh! how

applicable this saying of our Saviour's to the |
Er»esent time—as though he looked down{

ere when he said it,

Dear brethren and sisters, let us be careful
that this prevailing spirit of fashionable relig-
ion does not influence us. While with the
deepest gratitude and adoration we would
call Jesus ““ Lord and Master,” let ustry with
all' our power to mold our characters after
the holy law of God. T. M. STEWARD.

WaAT are you doing for Christ? The
world is full of opportunities for doing good.
Every circle in which we live and move is a
field in which, if one has a heart for the work, -
he may labor for God ; and vast fields lie all
around us uncultivated, waiting for some one
to occupy them. And none can make the
excuse for being idle that is recorded in the
parable—¢ Because no man bath hired us.”
God has hired us, purchased us all, and we
are bound to workin his vineyard. Are you
living thus for the good of your fellow-men
and the building up of the kingdom of your
Lord and Saviour ¢

e

Frer SanvarioN.—In his address in the
London Tavern, during the week of prayer,
Mr. Spurgeon used the following simple, bus
expressive; illustration of the freedom of sal-
vation, und of the terms of its application: I
wag told lutely by a young man who had been
in Scotland, that he came one day to a gate,
when the gate-keeper’s little girl ran down
and shut.it, saying, “ You have not to pay.
anything to pass; you have only tosay, ‘Please
allow me to go through’” The young man
did as he was directed, and simply repeated,
“ Plense allow me to go through,” and the
gate was immediately opened. The owner
just wished to preserve the right of entrance—
that was all. Se, simply—¢ Ask, and it shalt
be given you; seek, and ye shall find ; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.”

Obituary Hotices.

PNV VOV VPPN
“ Blossed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth,”

Diep, at his residence in Wayne Co., IlL, of
pueumonia and heart disease, Dr. Z. Woodworth,
after an illness of about twelve days. Bro. W. was
borx in Ashtabula Co., Ohlo, in 1823, came to South-
ern Illinois in 1860, and departed this life May 21,
1875, being 52 years of age the day he died. He
made a profession of religion in 1849, and during
the last four years he ﬁus endeavored to keep
God’s holy Sabbath, as the result of reading our
publications. In hisdeceass, Sr. W.sustainstheloss
of a kind husband, the threechildren loge a loving
father, and the Keenville church their leader.
May God sustain all. @. W. CoLcoRrp.

Diep, at Fairgrove, Tuscola Co., Mich,, June 6,
1875, my brother, Lewis B. Perkins, aged thirty-six
years and eleven months. His disease was con-
sumption, and he was a great sufferer from the
time he was sixteen years of age. He leaves a
wife, father, mother, brothers, and sisters, to
mourn their loss, but not without hope. Ile did
not fally give up all to Christ till about two weeks
before his death, when he acknowledged the truth
of the third angel’s message. Ile thought tho
Lord forgave his sing, and said he was ready and
willing to go. We hope hereafter to join him in
the new earth. Funeral discourse by Eld. Basker-
ville, of the Methodist ohurch, at Watrousville.

. Homer H. PrriINg.

Diep, of consumption, in Ceresco, Mich,, May
' 30, 1875, my brother, Winfield Smith, in the twen-
ty-seventh year of his age. We miss him much,
but we mourn not as those who have no hope.
Funeral digeourse by Eld. 8. N. Hagkell.

¢ Asleep in Jesus, blessed sleep,
From which none ever wake to weep.”

Fura SMITH.

Diep, near Darlington, Richland Co., Ohio, May
26, 1875, of serous cysts of the liver, Sarah Bigel,
wife of George Bisel, in the 83th year of her age.
She leaves a husband, six children, and many
friends to mourx their Joss. Funeral discourse by
F. S. Simons, Disciple. Text, Rev. 14:13.

A. M. Manw.

R —

Diep, of consumption, in North Lansing, June
7, 1875, our beloved brother, Harrison If. Trembly,
aged twenty-eight- years. He leaves a companion
and two children to mourn their loss. In the
spring of 1874 he took a severe cold, which settled
on his lungs. He gradually grew worss, and finally
went to the Ilealth Institute at Battlo Creek; but
the doctors pronounced him past cure—he had
.waited too long. Bro. Trembly embraced the
‘present truth in 1868, He left good evidence of a
.well-grounded hope of eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Tiord. Funeral discourse by Eld. Bates
—TFree.will Baptist. Text, 1 Thess. 8:14.
W. H. Xyxgrr.

——————

Diep, at St. Johns, Mich., June 18, 1875, of
pneumonia, Alice, wife of Eglon Aray, and daugh-
ter of W. J. and Eliza Hardy, of Gaines, Kent Co.,
Mich., aged twenty-eight years and ten months.
About three monthis before Alice died she sought
and found the Lord. Her sufferings were short,
_but very severe. Her appeal to friends to prepare
-to meet her when the Lifegiver eomes will be long
remembéred: Iier only regret seemed to be that
she had no opportunity to be baptized by one of
our faith. A very impressive digcourse was
preached by the Congregational minister of St.
Johns. Text, John 11:25.

J. W. & Exiza Harpy.

Frun asleep in Jesus, June 1, 1875, my dear
companion, Phebe P, Hackett, in the 46th year of
her age. I realize that I have met with a great
loss. Her words of comfort and encouragement in
all our trials in life for more than twenty-five
years are fresh in memory. She gave us all the
farewell blessing, and bade us meet her on the
other-shore where there will be no parting. Serv-
ices by Eld. Rogers, Seventh-day Baptist.

L. TTACKETT.
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Spiritualism and Twaddle,

IN a recent exchange we find the following
¢ explanation : "— ‘

¢ All who have paid any attention o the medi-
ums who profess to receive communications from
departed spirits have been struck with the triv-
ial character of their utterances. They tell
nothing worth knowing. Even believers in
spiritualism are often disgusted with such gos-
sip and twaddle. Mr. A. R. Wallace, an emi-
nent scientific man in England, a convert to
spiritualism, explains this fact in a curious way.
He confesses that a large part of the communi-
cations are worthless, but adds that nothing bet-
ter can be expected. A very large majority of
those who depart this life are persons addicted
to twaddle ; and there is no transforming power
in the grave to give them a delight in high and
intellectual pursuits. These persons are the
ones who communicate with our world. The
higher order of souls find better employment,
and are absorbed by interest in their new and
grand existence. But the lower order feel
lonely in the new world, being unfitted for in-
tellectual employments ; and it is a relief to
them to have a gossip with old friends; and to
renew their memories of a former life.

“This will pass for an explanation, but it is
not complimentary either to the spirits in the
other world, or to the circles which gather so
eagerly to listen to the twaddle.” 7. w. B.

Notice.

Lost, in Battle Creek, at the time of the
Biblical Lectures, which closed the first of Jan-
uary last, a small account book, with light brown
cover, containing copied and pasted extracts on
various subjects relating to present truth ; and
in the back part the tract, ¢ Who Changed the
Sabbath ¢”

I believe my name was not written in the
book. If any person has found it, they will re-
ceive my thanks, and a compensation for their
trouble by sending it to me at Plainwell, Al-
legan Co., Mich. C. A. Russenw.

Noricr is hereby given to the canvassers for
Vvoice and Reformer on trial to send in no more
names on the free list, H, Graxnr, Pres.

A, H. VANKIRK, Sec. Minn, T. & M. Soci-
ety.

Steel Bars instead of Bells.

Ir may not be known that steel bars are used
in some places of Europe in preference to bells,
supplanting them sometimes altogether in church
steeples, and producing very pure, distinct, and
melodious sounds.  An English publication, The
Chotr, advocates their general use on the ground
that, while in point of sonorousness they are
equal to the common bell, in certain other re-
mpects they are to be preferred to it. Thus their
weight will be light in comparison with the pon-
-derous engines they are to replace. They will
not burden the steeple so much, and, conse-
<quently, will give more scope for architectural
design., Their winding and hanging up will not
be so difficult, dangerous, and expensive. They
are not liable to crack, as is the case with bells,
and are, therefore, adaptedfor use in any climate,
They can be operated by a simple mechanical
contrivance. The cost of these bars is so low
that three or four of them, forming a peal,
wwhose weight would not exceed one hundred
pounds, could be manufactured in England for
fifty or sixty dollars ; whereas three bells of the
same power would cost five times as much.
They can be made of any dimension; weight, or
power of sound. Every note or harmony can
be produced more easily, and the tuning is ob-
tained more precisely than in cast bells, Of
course, these bars are also adapted for use
wherever bells are now employed.

Mz Bawcrorr, late Minister to Germany,
says that he said that he had been convinced
at Berlin that the policy of the pope was to
strengthen and consclidate the Catholic Church
of America. He saw plainly the first step in
the creation of an American cardinal. He
thinks from this time forward the chureh
will figure more prominently in the politics
of this country. The church is laboring under
many grievous distractions in Europe, and it is
probable that the way is being prepared for im-
portant and momentous movements in future,
ghould circumstances arise to make them neces-
sary.—Detroit Tribune.

Tae address of Eld. G, W. Coleord, Pres.
I1l. Conference, is Lovington, Moultrie Co., I1L ;
of Eld. C. H. Bliss, Sec. Ill. Conf., Greenup,
Cumberland Co., IIL ; of J. R. Whitham,
Treas. Ill. Conf., Aledo, Mercer Co., Il ; of
Eld. R. . Andrews, Member Executive Com.
I11. Conf., Gilman, Iroquois Co., IIL

C. H. Buiss, Sec.

__ Syppointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of He a ven is at hand

% Bervices in Chicago, every Sabbath (seventh day), at
260 West Erie S8t. All Sabbatb-keepers spending a Sabbath
in Chicago are invited to attend.

Missouri & Kansas Camp-Meeting.

THE camp-meeting in the Mo. and Kan. Con-
ference will be held in the vicinity of Pleasanton
and Mound City, Linn Co., Kansas, July 21-28,
‘We expect Bro. and sister White to attend. The
Conference will be held during this meeting.
Let all make arrangements at once to attend.
Come at the commencement to remain until the
close. J. H. Rocxrs, for Com. -

Mo. and Kan. Conference.

——

THE sixth annual session of the Mo, and Kan.

Conference will be held in connection with the |

camp-meeting, July 21-28, All of the churches
should be represented either by delegate or let-
ter. It is hoped there will be a general rally of
the friends of the cause at this time ; also that
all the scattered brethren will- represent their
wants., Let all make an effort to come who can
consistently do so, as important matters arve to
be considered at this meeting.

J. H. Rocxrs,

C. H. Caarreg, ; Com.

C. F. SrevENs.

QUARTERLY meeting of the churches of Dist.
No. 6 at Bushnell, Mich., July 17, 18, 1875,
Hope there will be a general attendance of the
brethren and sisters of the district, and that the
librarians will send their reports to L. B. Knee-
land, Palmer, Yonia Co., Mich., in season for
this meeting. Cannot Bro. Burrill and the

friends of the cause from Carson and vieinity |

attend this meeting ?
J. Fareo, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting of the Ithaca church at
Ithaca, Mich., July 3, 4, 1875, A general in-
vitation is extended.

FrankuiN Squire, Clerk.

Tur T. & M. Society of Dist. No. 5, of Mo.
& Kan. Conf., will hold its next quarterly meet-
ing July 3, 4, 1875, at Matney’s school-house.
Will Bro, Brockminster be present; also as
many of the Rock Creek church as can? Would
like the presence of Bro. Rogers.

Geo. Kexxepy, Director.

THE next general quarterly meeting for Dist.
No. 4, in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., will be
held at Pierpont, July 10, 11, 1875. Hope all
in the district will attend this meeting, and
make their reports of missionary labor. There
will be OF]i]ortunity for baptism, and we expect
some will be baptized. We hope none will let
this opportunity pass.
abroad.

We expect help from
A. H. Havy, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting of the Hillsdale and Ran-
som churches, at Ransom, Mich., July 10, 11,
1875, in connection with the Mich, T, & M. So-
ciety, District No. 1. Scattered members will
please send their reports to C. 8. Veeder (Dist.
Sec.), Hillsdale, Mich., in time for the meeting.
Let all attend. Can some minister be present?

SrepHEN D, Savissury, Director,

Tuere will be a two days’ meeting at Oxford,
Jones Co., TIowa, July 10, 11, 18756 ; to com-
mence Friday evening. Friends from adjoining
churches are cordially invited.

JEussE Doroas.

QUARTERLY meeting of the Clyde church, at
Clyde, O., July 3, 4, 1875.

Quarterly meeting for District No. 4 will be
held in connection with this meeting. A full
attendance is desired. Scattered members will

lease forward their reports to L. T. Dysert
Dist. Sec.), Clyde, O.
0. ¥. Guirrorp, Director.

THE place of meeting for those who observe
the seventh day, in Grand Rapids, Mich., is at
the residence of H. C. Winslow, 407 Fountain
Street. An interested community are cordially
invited.

————

I wrrt hold meetings as follows :—
Logan, Harrison Co., Iowa, June 26, 1875.
Missouri Val., ¢ ¢ ¢ July 3, 4, ¢
Onawa, Monona, ¢ “ €
Quarterly meeting at
Belvidere, Monona Co., Iowa, July17,18,1875.
Smithland, Woodb’y ¢ ¢ 24,25, «
Decatur, Burt Co., Neb., “ 31, ¢
There will be an opportunity for baptism at
these meetings, J. W. McWiLnisus.

Next monthly meeting of the Jackson church
at Bro, H, H. Bramhall’s, in Springport (Mich.),
Sabbath, July 3, 1875. E. P. Gines.

QUARTERLY meeting of the 8. D, A. church
of South Norridgewock, Me., July 3, 1875. All

. members that cannot attend are requested to

report by letter. F. J. Kincorg, Clerk.

I witn. meet with the friends at Hooper, Ne-

*braska, July 10, 1875. Bro. Boyd is expected.

M. D. CraRrk.

No preventing providence, I will meet with
the church at

Prescott, Iowa, June 26, 27, 1875.
Osceola, “ July 3, 4, ¢
Peru, « 10,11, ¢

Winterset,
Sandyville, ¢
Knoxville, ¢ Monday evening 19,
Brighton, = ¢ July 24, 25, ¢
There will be opportunity for baptism at each
of these places. . H. Ni1coxna.

Menday evening 12, *¢
July 17, 18, ¢

-

«

Businesd gegartnient.

“Not slothful in Business. Rom. I1:12.

s

A BLUE cross on the margin of your paper signifies
that your subseription will expire in two weeks, and
that an earnest invitation iy extended to you to renew
at once.,

——
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The Hope of the Gospel ¢+ What it Is, and When it
will be Consummated. 10 ets.

An Appeal to the Baptists, for the Restoration
of the Bible S8abbath. 10 ezs.

The Two Covenants, By J. N. Andrews. 10 cts.

Milton on the State of the Deads 5 ots.

Four-cent Tractss Celestial Railroad.—The Law
and the Gospel—The Seventh Part of Time—Sam-
uel and the Witch- of Endor—The Ten Command-
ments not Abolished—Address to the Baptista—
The Present Truth—The Second Advent—The
Sufferings of Christ—The Two Thrones, Represent-
ing the Kingdoms of Grace and Glory—Spirit-
ualism & Satanic Delusion.

Three-Cont Tracts s Muoh in Little—The Lost-
Time Question — Infidel Cavils Consgidered — The
End of the Wioked—Soripture References—Whe
Changed the Sabbath ?—Argument on Sabbaton.

Two-Cent Tracts: Definite Seventh Day—Seven
Reasone for Sunday-Keeping Examined—-Sabbath
by Elihu—The Rich Man and Lazarus — The
Millennium — Departing and Being with Chrigt—
Fundamental Principles of 8. D. Adventists—The
Sanctuary of the Bible—The Judgment, or, the
Waymarks of Daniel to the Holy City.

One-Cont Tracts: Appeal on Immortality —
Brief Thoughts on Immortality—Thoughts for the
Candid—8ign of the Day of God—The Two Laws—
Geologyand the Bible—The Perfection of the Ten
Commandments -— The Coming of the Lord —
Without Exouse—Which Day, and God’s Answers.

8% The Asscciation also publishes, montg'liy The
Fouth’'s Instructor, 50 cts. per year, the ddvent afmdc.
Danigh, $1.00 per year, the Svensk Advent Harold,
Swedisix, $1.00 per year, and several of the above-
named works translated into the Danish, Swedish,
French, German, and Eolland‘ languages.

[¥-Any of the above-named works sent anywhere
In the United States, post-paid, on receipt of price.

* % Address, REVIEW & HERALD,

Barrue Craxx, Miow,
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