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COMING,

CoMING 800n, to rend assunder
Every vain and worldly tie;
Coming soon, to fill with wonder
All who love and make a lie.

Coming, as the lightning flashes

* From the east unto the west;

QComing too, ‘mid fearful crashes
Tok’ning no miilennial rest. ‘

Larth shall feel the awful shaking
When the mighty Conqueror comes,

Mountains falling, valleys quaking,
Cannot quell L%e horrid groans.

Yet from out the wreck, an anthem,
Not of grief, nor yet of fear,
“¢Lo, our God, we’ve waited for him,”
Sweetly falls on prophet’s ear,

Bighs and sorrows then are over,
Bligs and peace forever reign ;
Hallelujahs sounding ever, .
To the Lamb that once was slain,

O sinner, turn, while yet there’s time,
Come, the Saviour calls to thee,
And freely offers love divine,
Love that makes the guilty free.

Come and taste his gracious sweetness,
Bread that fills the hungry soul ;

Bow the knee to God, in meekness,
Spurn the tyrants long control.

Then with love and joy thou’lt greet him,
Coming with the angel throng;
With the righteous dead shalt meét him,
Joining in redemption’s song.
H. M. Vax Spyke.
Hamilton, Mo.

The Sermon,

I charge thee therefore, before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ
who shall judge the quick and the dead at‘his appearing and his
kingdom ; PREAOH THE WORD. 2 Tim. 4: i, 2.

REVERENCE.

BY ELD. D. T BOURDEAU,

Text : ““Surely the Lotrd ig in this
knew it not.”” Gen. 28: 16,

TuESE are the words of one who was
aroused by a realization of sacred things.
They were uttered by Jacob upon awaking
from a dream in which he had seen the an-
gels of God ascending and descending upon a
ladder that was set on the earth and whose
*top reached to Heaven. He had also seen
the Lord above the ladder encouraging him
with these words : “I am the Lord God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac ;
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will T
give it, and to thy seed.” '

JFacob wast fleeing from the face of his
brother Esau. He was howmeless and friend-
less, and did not realize that God was so
near him ; but upon discovering that he was
80 closely connected with God and sacred
things, his soul was filled with reverential
awe, and he was afraid, and exclaimed :
“How dreadful is this place! this is none
other but the house of God, and this is the
gate of Heaven.” But he did not stop here.
He made an offering unto the Lord, and
made a solemn vow that if God should spare
him to retwrn to the spot that he occupied,
he would make it a place of worship, “ God’s
house,” and that of all that God should give
him, he would surely give the tenth unto the
Lord. After his return from his journey,
and from his long sojourn at Laban's, he
took his family, and all that were under him,
with him to Bethel, and there sacrificed unto
the Lord and engaged in solemn worship,

p]ace: and 1

| erence,

| from his throne.

But observe the high sense of sacred things
that Jacob manifested to his household and

to all that were with him before going to
Bethel. ¢ Put away,” said he, “ the strange
gods that are among you, and be clean, and
change your garments.”

In the case before us there is a remarka-
ble exhibition of reverence, which is that dis-
position that leads us to respect our superiors
and those who are.older than ourselves, and
to treat sacred things generally with that
awe and self-abasement that their nature de-
mands. This is one of the noblest disposi-
tions that human beings can possess, as it
grows out of the proper use of the organ of

| veneration, which stands the highest among

the moral organs.

To revere our superiors is to give them
their just due. It is to give them what their
nature, age, position, and experience, demand,
viz., honor and an exalted place in our affec-
tions, thoughts, words, and actions. To re-
fuse our superiors that honor that we owe
them is a worse crime than to rob them of
worldly goods. It is robbing them of their
chavacter. More than this, in some instances
it is killing their character, and using the
worst kind of deception, virtually represent-
ing thdm as occupying the second rank and
we the first, contrary to the nature of things
and the order of Heaven. If irreverence is
so great a crime with reference to man, how
exceedingly sinful it must be when committed
against the great and holy God! But irrev-
manifested with reference to sacred
things, or toward those whom God, for wise
reasons, honors and exalts above ourselves, is
disregarding God’s order, exalting ourselves
above God, and thereby showing him great
irreverence. Pride and selfishness are at the
bottom of irreverence. It is because men too
highly esteem themselves, and are too much
shut up to themselves, that they fail to ren-
der that respect to others which is their due.
And how easy it is for the human heart to be
deceived here, and to think that is right
which is really wrong ; that our rights are
disregarded, while we disregard the rights of
others ; and that others slight and abuse us,
while we slight and abuses others. And the
more the mind runs in this channel, the
greater will be its blindness and deception,
until it will even dare to murmur against the
Almighty, and almost undertake to tear him
At least, there is a dispo-
sition to do this. The mind has been so shut
up to self and selfish interests that it cannot
discern the nature of sacred things and the
claims of superiors. The selfish organs have
been so strengthened by undue and perverted
action that their demands are imperative,
and all the powers of body and mind must
serve them. The moral organs are so weak-
ened by disuse that if they act at all they do
not act naturally toward God and superiors,
but in a perverted manner, in the slavish and
degraded service of self, to which everything
must bow as to the supreme object of adora-
tion,

This is by no means a fanciful picture. It
represents the condition of the world at large
and of too many religionists. How easy it
is to manifest, apparently, great reverence
toward God and sacred things, while selfis the
object that is worshiped. The heart is de-
ceitful above all things. We should be very
jealous over its workings, and should try its
secret motives to know what principles actu-
ate us. We should seek to know whether
our religious duties are performed that we
may get the praise of men and that our sel-
fish interests may be promoted, or whether
all that we do in religion is done to the glory
of Godyand with direct reference to the fur-
therance of his cause. ’

‘We may determine whether our reverence
is directed toward. God or toward ourselves
by the answers that we return to such ques-
tions as the following: Am I as faithful in
performing those religious duties which are
done where no one but God can see me as I
am in performing those duties that attract
the attention of my fellow-men? Would I
perform certain religious duties were it not for
some temporal advantage accruing therefrom ?
Is my zeal in religion relaxed when I fail to
receive the approbation of those whom I es-
teem? Do I revere my superiors as much

when they correct me for my errors as I do
when they approve me for my virtues? In
short, do I do all religious acts as I should
were I in the presence of God and Christ,
surrounded by the holy angels who worship
with perfect submigsion and profound rever-
ence, and who keep a strict record of our
lives and motives in the books? I greatly
fear that if all the motives that actuate us in
our religious acts were carefully analyzed and
laid open before us as they appear to God and
holy angels, we would find ourselves to be
more deficient even in reverence than we are
naturally inclined to think that we are.

We urge this subject upon the serious con-
sideration of our readers because of the sacred
principles that it involves, and because its
claims are almost universally disregarded.
Irreverence is manifested to an alarming ex-
tent in the greater portion of the rising gen-
eration. In fulfillment of the divine predic-
tion, 2 Tim. 3 : 13, most of the children and
youth of this age are proverbial for their lack
of respect for superiors and gray hairs, for
disobedience to parents, ingratitude, profan-
ity, and general insubordination. This lack
grows up with them as they advance in years;
and, having failed to yield to and revere su-
periors, it is almost impossible for them to
submit to and reverence God. And unless
persons possessing this trait get thoroughly
converted, their selfishness, hatred of ve-
straint, and domineering ways, must cause
great unhappiness to themselves and to oth-
ers, and must be a prolific source of trials wher-
ever they go, especially if they find their way
into the church ; for of all kinds of irrever-
ence, that kind is the most to be dreaded
which is manifested under the cloak of relig-
ion, and which often appears in the shape,
and under the pretense, of great reéverence
for God and sacred things, while self is real-
ly the great object toward which reverence is
directed.

Irreverence is manifested in various ways.
It caused Satan and his angels to rebel against
the government of Heaven, and it causes the
mass of our race to make it a light thing to
transgress the law of the Most High, and to
consider, as non-essential, those portions of

divine truth which conflict with the desires

and ways of the carnal heart. It opposes
that religion which does not follow the pop-
ular channel. It despises restraint and the
self-denying path the Redeemer trod. It

does not readily discern the difference be-.

tween the holy and the profane; between
what God has sanctified, and what he has
not sanctified ; between what he has set
apart to a holy use, and what he has given
man for common purposes. It is dull to see,
and slow to restrain, disorder and untidiness
in divine worship or in the house of God. It
sometimes enjoys coarse ways and expres-
sions in worship. It would regard Jacob as
being too. particular when he enjoined clean-
liness on those who went with him to wor-
ship the Lord; and would pronounce Moses
proud or over-nice when he commanded the
children of Israel to wash their clothes when
‘about to hear Jehovah proclaim his holy
law on Mount Sinai, or when he enjoined up-
on the priests to be clean in person and in
dress when they ministered in sacred things.

Irreverence makes children think that
their parents arve greatly indebted to them,
and that it would be too old-fashioned and
beneath their dignity to consult their parents
or superiors in important matters, or mani-
fest childlike gratitude for favors received.
It leads children to regard it as an outrageous
thing, as insupportable bondage, to receive
instruction or correction from those who
have their well-being at heart, and would
even give their lives to save them. It in-
duces children to rise up above their parents,
and treat them disrespectfully, and overlook
their virtues, in view of errors that they may
commit while bearing burdens and cares that
the young cannot realize until they have had
more experience.

Irreverence causes uneasiness in secret
prayer, and induces many to rise from their
knees before they have realized the blessing
of God. It leads professors to read the word
of (Gtod hastily, as though they were perform-

ing a wearisome duty, and to speak careless-
ly of God and sacred things, in singing, in
prayer, and in testimony in social meetings.
It prompts some who even have a form of
religion, to quote scriptures jokingly, and in-
duces many to withhold means from the
Lord’s treasury. It led ancient Israel to
murmur in the wilderness, and at subsequent
periods in their history, and caused them to
speak evil of dignities, and thereby mur-
mur against God ; and it does not act less in
this direction in these last days than it did
anciently. Says Paul, ¢ Neither murmur ye,

ag some of them also murmured, and were

destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these
things happened unto them for ensamples;
and they are written for our admonition, up-
on whom the ends of the world are come.”
1 Cor. 10:10, 11,

Language. and our finite comprehension
are inadequate to fully set forth the evils of
irreverence. May God by his truth and
Spirit impress our minds with its exceeding
sinfulness, and enable us fully to overcome
it in all -its workings and manifestations.
If angels were cast out of -Heaven because of
their irreverence, can we expect to be admit-
ted into Heaven while our characters are
stained with the same shameful and debasing
sin ?

Before concluding my remarks, I wish to
correct one impression that Satan makes up-
on minds through the deceitfulness of sin,
which is this: That true reverence debases
the soul, and brings bondage, unhappiness,

‘and misery. ‘

True exaltation consists in bringing all the
powers of body and mind into submission to the
will of God and in harmony with the principles
of holiness, so that all our faculties will be
engaged in the exalted service of God in that
sphere of usefulness to which they are best
adapted, thus answering the noble object
for which they were made. And to revere
God, superiors, and sacred things, contributes
more t0 bring about this glorious result than
any other action of the soul. Is reverence,
therefore, a debasing trait of charvacter? Is
not rather irreverence that trait which above
all others debases the soul in bringing it out
of harmony with itself, with its Creator, and
witlh all that is good and praiseworthy?
How strange it would be for one to become so
perverted in his mental and physical vision
as to call Heaven low with reference to the
earth. This is not so strange however as for
persons to becoms so perverted in their moral
vision as to call reverence debasing and ir-
reverence exalting.

Reverence brings bondage to the old man,
but great freedom to the new man. The old
man should b: bound, and crucified, and
wholly banished from us. Unless it is, it
will bind us to corruption and death. It
will do us good to have irreverence, pride,
and selfishness, die in us, and to have the
opposite traits reign in their stead. Then
shall we be restored to our proper balance.
Then shall all our powers act properly and har-
moniously with reference to those objects to
which they are best adapted in the nature of
things. Then shall we find peace and real
contentment, our worst foes having been over-
come. Then will the Holy Spirit find a place
in our hearts, and abide with ug with all its
comforting and restoring blessings; for we
shall turn all our blessings to the glory of
God. '

The irreverent, the proud, and the selfish,
are like the troubled sea that casts up mire and
dirt. They are never satisfied, never truly
happy. They are out of order, like a ma-
chine that needs repairs, and does not and
cannot run smoothly. Their conscience con-
demns them. They crave that which belongs
to another; and, if they get it, their better
nature says, ¢ There is something wrong ; you
are man, and not God; you are getting out
of your place.”

The honor you seek belongs to your supe-
riors, or belongs to God. To obtain this
honor, you undertake a work that you are
unable to perform aright perhaps. You take
responsibilities that others should bear. Give
God the reins and the honor, and fill the
place that you are adapted to fill. Then
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* shall you find rest to your souls, Imbued
with the meekness and reverence that Christ
possessed, your yoke will be easy and your
burden light.

Dear brethren and sisters, sinners and
backsliders, when we feel that all is not right,
and are inclined to chafe and worry, not
really knowing why, let us try the remedy
Christ offers us, and learn of Him who was
meek and lowly in heart. How many have
made sad blunders, and brought sorrow and
misery . upon themselves by irreverence, by
having their own way and disregarding the
counsel of superiors.

Let us not be deceived by the thought that
there is no pleasure in reverence. Those
pleasures are of the highest type which grow
out of the proper use of our higher powers.
Veneration is that faculty which above all
others links us to our Creator. Its proper
exercize affords the greatest happiness that
rational beings can enjoy. In thiy largely
consists the happiness of angels, who worship
day and night with the most profound rever-
ence, awed by a semse of God’s holy and ex-
alted character, and filled with devout grati-
tude in the free enjoyment of his rich bless-
ings. If we are unlike the angels in charac-
ter here, how can we expect to enjoy their
society in Heaven?

JONSTANTINE.,—NO. 4.

BY J. H. WAGGONEB.

THE story of the vision of the cross not
‘only rests on the authority of Constantine
alone, and was varied to suit different parties,
but he said the vision was seen by his army,
which is beyond all question a fabrication.
No writer ever mentions such a- thing; it
was not a matter of current report, as says
Mosheim :—

¢ For though Constantine says that his sol-
diers saw what he saw, yet Husebius derived
hisinformationsolely from the emperor, and he
names no other witness. . » . . In his Eccle-
siagtical History, which afforded the fairest op-
portunity for introducing so important a mat-
ter, there is no mention of it whatever. This
shows that when he wrote his history, that
is, prior to the year 324, he was ignorant on
the subject ; and that it was not then gener-
- ally a subject of conversation, Again, in his
Life of Constantine, he frankly acknowledges
that this prodigy seems almost ¢ncredidle ; but
t1at it would be wrong to question the em-
peror’s veracity ; which is as much as saying,
<1 believe the facts were as I have stated, be-
cause my most gracious lord bids me believe
them ; but if another person had told them
to me, I would not believe them.'”— Hist.
Com., vol. ii, p. 475, 3

Eusebius professed to receive it from the
emperor accompanied by an oath which Stan-
ley does not consider of sufficient weight to
prove it true. He says:—

“That the emperor attested it on oath, as
the historian tells us, is indeed no additional
guarantee for the emperor’s veracity ; because,
like princes professing piety in modern times,
he appears to have been in the constant habit
of adding an oath to almost every assevera-
tion.”

And Mosheim further informs us that thé
artifice of inspiring the soldiers with confi-
dence by means of pretended prodigies, was
not peculiar to Constantine. Thus he
‘S2YS —

“ At the time the cross is said to have ap-
peared to him, Constantine’s great solicitude
most certainly was not to establish and ex-
tend the Christian religion, but to vanquish
Maxentius, Besides,
then himself a Christian, and he used this
vigion, not to aid the Christians, but to ani-
mate the soldiers.”

That it was “amilitary wile or stratagem, ”
he sdys, ““ receives gome countenance from the
example of a similar artifice employed by Li-
cinius; for soonafterwards, when Licinius was
about to engage in battle with Maximin, he
pretended that an angel appeared to him by
night and taught him a form of prayer,
which, if the soldiers should repeat, bhey
would certainly gain the victory.”— Hist.
Com., veol. ii, p. 473.

There is great question among authors
whebher there wag any foundation at all for
the story ; some, willing to spare the reputa-
tion of Constantine and Kusebius, think that
a dream or freak of a disordered imagination
might have given rise to the report of the
vision. Thus Mosheim :—

¢ Constantine was a vain man, and greedy
of praise and glory, as his conduct shows;
nor do his friends wholly deny it. I there-
fore think it will not be temerity to suppose
* he added somewhat to the truth ; and perhaps
he changed a mental and nocturnal viston into
a day vision with the bodily eyes, for the
sake of appearing great and favored of God

Constantine was not.

in the estimation of the citizens, and particu-
larly the bishops.”-—Hist. Com., vol. ii, p. 476.

Socrates, who gives some credit to Euse-
bius, for it was easy to palm off such things
in that age of * pious frauds,” states that Con-
stantine was in great perplexity of mind
when the vision was received :— -

“While his mind was occupied on this
subject, and he was hesitating what divinity’s
aid he would invoke for the successful con-
duet of the war, it occurred to him that Dio-
cletian had profited but little by the pagan
deities, whom he had so sedulously sought to

propitiate ; but that his own father, Constan- |

tiug, who had renounced the idolatrous wor-

ship of the Greeks, had passed through life |

far more prosperously. In this state of un-
certainty, a preternatural vision, which tran.
scends all deseription, appeared to him.”—Soc-
rates Keel, Hist., p. 3.

This statement by Socrates certainly gives
an air of probability to the suggestion of
Mosheim, in which others have concurred,
that in his trouble and uncertainty the empe-
ror had a dream, or that he was so highly
wrought upon that the cross which the Chris-
tians so highly regarded was presented to his
imagination as the means of triumph. And
we can only reconcile the statements of histo-

.| riang with the supposition that a dream, which

was supposed to be supernaturally given, was
afterward converted into a miraculous vision.
Thus Sozomen speaks as follows :—

“ He regarded the cross with peculiar rev-|.

erence, on account both of the power which
it conveyed. to him in war, and also of the
divine manner in which the symbol had ap-
peared to him.”—-Sozomen’s Hist., p. 16.

These words are quite consistent with the
idea that the cross was presented in a dream
which was supposed to be specially given of
the Lord to lead him to reverence that cross.
And on no other supposition can we under-
stand the following testimonies:—

“ Husebius gives the narration-on the sole
authority of Constantine who imagined that
he had seen this:cross; it was natural that in
the troubled sleep of the emperor, on the eve
of o eventful a battle, his dreams should be
vivid, and their impression strong ; but it is
remarkable that Eusebius gives no evidence
from the thousands of persons in the army,
who must have seen it, if it were really a
miraculous. display of divine power, neither
Sozomen nor Rufin, who wrote so soon after,
make any mention of it. And it' has.been
thought that Eusebius, hearing the emperor
narrating his dream, mistook him as narrat-
ing a fact ; for Constantine always stated that
he was influenced by a dream, in making use
of the sign of the cross in his army.”—Foxe's
Acts and Monuments of the Church, Note, p.
59. ‘ :

Mosheim also concedes a dveam as the ori-
gin of the story; thus:—

“Nor do we think it sufficiently proved

that the divine power interposed here to con-.

firm the wavering faith of Constantine by a
stupendous miracle. The only hypothesis,
then, which remains ig that we consider this
famous cross as a vision, represented to the
emperor ¢n a drewm, with the remarkable in-
scription, Hoc vince, 2. e, In this conquer;
and this opinion is maintained by authors of
considerable weight.”—ZHccl. Hist., pp. 79,
80.

But the editor of Mosheim thinks that in
the above he has conceded more than the
facts will warrant, and considers it quite in-
credible. There has evidently been made an
effort to make the supposition of the dream
conform as neéarly as possible to the story of
the vision. Itis, indeed, hardly supposable
that, if he had a dream, he saw the inscrip-
tion given. That was doubtless an after
thought. Maclaine’s note to the above con-
tains the following:— .

“This whole story is attended with diffi-
culties which render it, both as a miracle and
as a fact, extremely dubious, to say no more.
It will necessarily be asked whence it comes
to pass, that the relation of a fact, which is
said to have been seen by the whole army, is
delivered by Eusebius, upon the sole credit of
Congtantine? This is the more unaccount-
able ag Husebius lived and conversed with
many who must have been spectators of this
event, had it really happened. . . . . . The
sole relation of one man concerning a public
appearance is not sufficient to give complete
conviction ; nor does it appear that this story
was generally believed by the Christians, or
by others, since several ecclesiastical histo-
rians, who wrote after Eusebius, particularly
Rufin and Sozomen, make no mention of this
appearance of a cross in the heavens.”—
Mosheim, Bocl. Hist., Note, pp. 79, 80.

And so also Keightley admits the dream
only :—

“This legend is related by Fusebius, on
the authority of Constantine himself; but his
narrative did not appear till after the death
of the eraperor, and in his earlier work, the He-

clesiastical History, he is silent respecting it.
Another contemporary mentions only a dream,

.in which Coustantine was directed, on the

night before the battle with Maxentius, to
inscribe the sacred monogram on the shields
of his soldiers ; and adds that his obedience

" was rewarded with victory. We take not on

us to decide how much of fiction or of error
there may be in the legend ; but that no act-

" ual miragle was wrought we venture to affirm

without hesitation, in accordance with our
fixed opinions on the subject.”—History of
Rome, p. 315,

No doubt Sozomen believed there was a
dream as above stated, but no more. And
Mosheim, Historical Commentaries, vol. ii, p.
476, says, « Neither had Rufinus heard. any-
thing of it, for he likewise speaks only of a
dream.” This renders it'still more probable
that a dream, by a fraud which was not con-
sidered sinful in those days and under those
circumstances, was turned into a miraculous
vision, to suit the purpose of the narrator.

Milman regards it in the same light in
which it is presented by Socrates. He
says

“And go for the first time the meek and
peaceful Jesus became a god of battle; and
the cross, the holy sign of Christian re-
demption, a banner of bloody strife. This
irreconcilable incongruity between the sym-
bol of universal peace and the horrors of war,
in my judgment, is conclusive against the
miraculous or supernatural character of the
transaction.

“If at this time Christianity had obtained

any hold upon his mind, it was now the

Christianity of the warrior, as subsequently
it was that of the statesman. It was the
military commander who availed himself of
the assistance of any tutelary deity who
might insure success to his daring enterprise.
Christianity, in its higher sense, appeared
neither in the acts nor in the decrees of the
victorious Congtantine after the defeat of
Maxentius.”-—Page 288,

This idea of adopting a “tutelary deity,”
who should be propitious in battle, was purely
pagan, and there is sufficient evidence that
Constantine did not renounce this pagan view
whilefighting under the labarum, or sign of the
cross. It was not to him an emblem of
peace, but a pledge of conquest, a token of
victory. "

We have said that such a dream was only
probable, as furnishing an explanation of the
origin of the story. But there is no certain-
ty that even that wag an actual occurrence.
Waddington thinks the emperor himself was
deceived by some appearance which hig en-
thusiasm, perhaps by the weakness of sick-
ness or pagsion, or the excitement of events,
converted into a miracle, Of this idea he
Bays

“Tt is the only supposition which can save
both the intention of the emperor, and the
veracity of the historian.”—Fecl, Hist., p. 83.

But this will be hard to accomplish, put
whatever construction upon the story we will,
For if Constantine and his army did not act-
ually see this day-vision, how was it possible
for him to be deceived so as to believe that

- they did? Tt would hardly be possible to

save the emperor’s reputation, even allowing
the fact of the dream. On the other hand, if
the vision was seen by Constantine and his
whole army, how could it be that FEusebius
should be ignorant of it for about twenty-five
years after its occurrence, and then learn it
only from .Constantine? And how, then,
should all hig contemporaries be dependent on
him for a knowledge of it? TLook at it in
any light we please, it bears on its face the
evidence of fraud on the part of Constantine;
and great credulity, if not duplicity, on the
part of Eusebius. '

The reader may have noticed, in a quota-
tion given from Waddington, that that histo-
rian says Husebius “does not even profess
those rigid rules of veracity which command
universal credit.” Thig iy an impeachment of

Tusebius which may surprise many who have
been accustomed to regard the testimony of
Eusebius as reliable beyond all question.

But before blaming Waddington for this.

statement, it would be well for.the defender
of Kusebius to consider well whether it is
possible to extricate the eminent bishop from
the dilemma in which he has invplved him-
self by his version of the story of the vision
of the cross.” We do not ask merely what
may be probable, but what view of it i3 pos-
sible by which he may be rescued from the
reproach of having sacrificed the truth upon
the shrine of his hero. And from this we
turn to find other historians taking as strong
ground against the reliability of Eusebius as
dots Waddington. Thus Gibbon, in a quota-
tion already given, says :i-—

“ And the courtly bishop who has celebrat-
ed in an elaborate work the virtues and piety
of his hero, observes a prudent silence on the
subject of these tragic events.”

Certainly it is not the part of a faithful
and candid chronicler of events to pass over
such actions, and those so well known as
Constantine’s unnatural slaughter of the mem-
bers of his own family., Neander ascribes
the course of Husebius to the fact that he was
50 blinded by the favor of Constantine and the
splendor of his court that he really believed
the emperor was specially inspired! But-

'he who is so blinded by pomps or favors. that

he cannot, discern the criminality of such acts
ag Constantine was guilty of as late as 326,
can scarcely be relied upon to guide in a just.
view of interesting and important events.
Or, if he was not blind to the criminality

~of those things, he is still more worthy of

blame in passing over the crimes in silence
and lauding the perpetrator as a pure Chris-
tian and inspired warrior and statesman,

Obedience.

THERE is nothing more lovely in the char-
acter of a child than implicit obedience. Obe-
dience lends a charm to all other graces, and
though the features of the child may possess
little that is attractive to the casual observer,
yet to those who may witness the ready, cheer-
ful obedience rendered to superiors, there is a
grace in every motion.

‘We are told of the Lord Jesus that after he
had astonished. the learned doctors in the tem-
ple at Jerusalem by his wise questions and an-
swers, he returned. home with his parents, and
was subject to. them. Jesus, the Son of God,
given as our great exampler, did not think it
beneath his dignity to submit to authority;
but how many children in. these days sgem to
look upon thd least restraint as an uncalled-for
severity. They are often loth to perform the
duties assigned' them, however slight. Chil
dren do not realize that men and women are
governed by.rules of right and propriety, so
that to Jearn strict obedience in youth s to
form a firm basis for the trying period of
more mature years. They who in their youth
cultivate a_cheerful, obedient spirit are far
more likely to beeome good citizens and noble
Christians than those who pursue a directly
opposite course and complain at every re-
straint, thus sowing for themselves and .oth-
ers the seeds of shame and sorrow,

“ Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy
days may. be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee,” is the command
written amid the thunders of Sinai by the fin-
ger of God. And by following this command,
how much pleasure children have it in their
power to give. Itis not to he expected that
children can know as much as those who have
experienced care and contended with the ever-
varying vicissitudes of this life ; yet it has be-
come no very unusual occurrence to see
those who, by their language and deportment,
seem to think themselves far superior in expe-
rience and wisdom to their gray-haired grand-
parents and other elderly friends. :

“He that being often reproved hardeneth
bis neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy.” Prov. 29:1. Some ohil-
dren seem to think that their saucy replies,
when addressed, are an evidence of their own
sharp wit, whereas observers are often grieved
and disgusted at their impertinence. A trav-
eler once sought entertainment at & humble
house along the way, in which he found.quite
a large family of children. When night came
on, all gathered around the cheerful fire. The
stranger, being a lover of children, noted their.
different dispositions and conduet; all were .
moré or less noisy and inclined to imperti-
nent disobedience, except one, a little daugh-
ter, who, being so plain and quiet, had not.at-
tracted the. attention of the guest, DBut ag the
evening wore on, and the othor children grew,
more turbulent and rebellious against parental
restraint, this little gir], who at first seemed to
possess no charwms, became conspicuous by her
gentle obedience to her pareuts, and her ceage-
less endeavors to soothe and quiet the mur-
murings of her brothers and sisters, The
stranger wondered, as he witnessed the scene
around him, how he could bave thought her
face plain and unattractive; for by her behav-

dor it had become clothed with grace and

beauty.

.Obedience is the key to favor with God;
and what an infinite pleasurs remains to the
child who chooses the path of wise submisgion
to superior judgment! It is a crown of glory
to both children and parents.” And when the
period of manhood and womanhood is reached,
youthful obedience will be found 2 safe found-
ation whereon to establish noble aims and hon-
orablé purposes, which, when accomplished,
may bless the world.

And now let us examine the testimony of
tho Seriptures concerning the results of diso-
bedience, and the rewards ever atlending a

‘humble submission to a righteous command;

for, though obedience is a virtue so highly
commendable in youth, it is not a virtue re-
stricted to that period of life. When we read
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“the first chapters of (Fenesis, weare confronted
. with the direful resulis of disobedience; and
w8 ‘we continue our search down to the moment
swhen God fulfills his threatened punishment
-agdingt that sinful age, one instance of obedi-
euge stands forth brightly amid the reckless
willfulness that led men to disregard God’s
solemn warnings. Noah, though no doubt
‘Fidiculed by the generation in*which ‘He Tived,
‘heeded God’s command, thus preserving "him-
‘self and family from the flood which engulfed
‘a disobedient world. Noah was Tighteous be-
fore God, that is, he obeyed him. And he
‘was preserved in sacred history a monument
“of trusting obedience. ‘
Paul, when relating his .conversion and:
Christian experience before King Agrippa,
‘says, “ Whereupoa, O King Agrippa, 1 was:
not .disobedient unto the heavenly vision.”
Now, we will suppose for a moment that
Noah and Paul acted concerning the espécial
commands given them in the manner &0 hib-
itual 'to some in these ‘days. Suppose that.
Noah, when warned by God to build the ark,
‘Hall Feplied, “ To do this will- require a gréat.
wihiotint of severe labor, and ¥fter I have 'toiled
‘to“complete it, the flood may not oceur, and
then I-shall not need it.” Ffad he' thus an-
‘swered, he would have perished with the-ungod-
ly world. But instead of such rebellious in-
:attention to the Lord’s merciful commands,
we find it recorded of him, * Thus did Noah ;
‘according to all that God commanded him, o’
did:he” o
~ Paul had gone to Damasous, “ breathing'
‘out threatenings and slaughter against the dis-:
diples of the Lord ;” yet'at' God’s ¢coramand he
instantly became indifferent to the opinions of
‘meh, ‘ And straightway he preathed Chiist
“in’the synagogues, that he is the.Son of God.”
And all who desire to obtain ‘that which -is
‘worth the possessing in this life,ior the life to
-come, must walk humbly in faithful obedience
to'our Father’s commands, and the everlasting
inheritance, life and immortality through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, will be the sure reward.
, Orive E. M¢Corp.
Oregon City, Oregon.

Bléssings.

“WaEN God placed our fitst parents in the

ardén of Eden he surrounded them: with every--
-thing that could be required- for ‘their ‘perfect.
‘happiness. We naturally think that were we:
to have the blessings igiven to them we ‘would.
be very thankful, and zealous in.obeying the
" Giver. 'With their example, and having seen’
the result of their courseé, we.might not fall in:
the same way they did; but what use are we;
‘making of the blessings we now' have ? -
“Persons often look upon the bledsings of
" others, eéspecially upon ’xiélll)‘és,‘é,ﬁd‘ say, If Tpos-
sesséd these, I would make good use of them ;
‘but “how few carry out this 'good resolution
‘wien'the means are actually ‘placed: in - their
“power, '

‘Promises made in adversity are-too often for-
gotten in prosperity, The .Lord :desires that
we thould have, and he will give ns, all we.
will put to a good use. “ No good . thing will:
he withhold from them that walk uprightly.”

Children that have everything they desire
are not apt to appreciate the kindness of their
parerits ; while those whose pareiits are’ in such
eircumstances as to retider it necessary for them
to-dény their children'in many ways will'love
-and ‘sympathize with -their -parents, though.
‘they may not always see that it is for‘their good
'to be'denied. The Lord deals with us ad with
children ; “ for he doth not affliet willingly nor
grieve the ohildren of men.” Says David:
“Before I wag afflicted I went astray; but
‘now have I kept thy word.” Again, “ It is
good for me that I have been afflicted; that I
‘might learn thy statutes.”

‘The danger from receiving great blessings is
well shown in the case of Saul, who was made/
king of Israel when he was little in his own
gyes and submi-sive fo the will of God; but
“when he wag exalted he departed from the Lord;
also in the case of Solomon, and of the chil-
‘dren of Isracl as a nation; when they ‘wére'in
prosperity they soon forgot the source of their
bounties and turned 1o idols; but in their dis-
tress they returned to the Lord.

Grod has blessed man by eausing the earth to
bring forth a bountiful supply of provisions, so
that all might have plenty; but much grain,
instead of going to feed the hungry, is made
into intoxicating drink; and much labor and
land, instead of being used to benefit mankind,
is used in cultivating tobacco and other worse
than useless articles. The earth produces a
sufficient amount of clothing for all, but instead
of being equally distributed among those who
néed it, much i3 consumed in gratifying the
ptideand vanity of the gay. The telegraph,
‘railroads, sewing-machines, and the many other
inventions, would be much greater blessings to
humanity, if used only for good purposes.

. When nations become rich, their wealth is
used for the destruction of their fellow-beings

in war, Thus, while adversity is often a bless-
ing in disguise, apparent blessings are frequently
turned into curses. It seems to be human na-
ture to spend the surplus of blessings in doing
evil. Well is it for man that he is required
to earn his bread by the sweat of his hrow.

This subject has a bearing upon each one of
us personally.  Are We using the blessings God
‘bestows upon us to his honor and glory? We
pray for blessings ; do-we pray aright ? "Says
James, “Ye afk, and receive not, because ye
agk amiss, that ye'may consume it upon your
Tusts.”

F. R. Ricamonp.
Brightwood, Mass.

How, Where, and When,

WiLL you be saved from sin? The.Lord

‘gays that yow and I are by natiire the children .

of 'wrath, beeause all have sinned.

1. How, then, will-you be saved?

The Bible points out the way: “ For by.grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves ; it is the gift of God ; not of works,
lest any man should boast.”

‘This grace and faith are found in Jesus, the
Lammb of God that tdkeéth away the sin of tlie
‘world. The rule is very plain. - Believe on
“him, tdke him for your goodness, accépt him
“for - your daily life, and live. Do mnot'wait for
signs ; for the very moment you knowingly de-
cide to have him for yourall, that moment he de-
.cides}to save.you, and your witness will consist in
the conscionsness of. your belief. This .is the
work of his Spirit ; you need no better, indeed
you can. have no better, evidence.

2. Whérewill you be saved?

Will‘it be'in the futire world? in Heaven?

No; for no one evér euters there until heis |

‘saved ‘with a tiew heart of holiness like God’s.
“You niust, then, be saved in the earth. Christ
‘came to this world, because souls must be saved
here if anywhere. You should bear in mind

that God 8o loved thss ‘world, and-not the fu- ;

ture, that he gave his Son for you here. The
drowning man is taken while in the water; if
ever saved. If not saved there, heis lost. So

; ,zoumu’st be taken by Christ while in sin, or
| be forever lost. “I am not come,” hesays, “to «

| ¢all the righteous, but sinners to repentance,” - ‘geant stepped forward, and, apologizing for

8. ‘When willyou be saved?

At death? Probably not, if you purposely
‘wait until that event. Facts are all against
you. Your mind will most likely be clouded

or deranged by sickness; or death may come
Junexpectedly and leave you no time! ‘

A minjsterial brother of the writer lay very
Jow with fever. When a friend called to visit

him be said with great tenderness, ¢ O brother, |

if I had not Jong ago fixed this matter. of faith

weak.” What a warning! Yet all who have
borne testimony on this point agrée that on a

déath-bed is the worst possible time to seek sal- .

vation.

The rule of sinning is also against you.
you be now really unwilling to turn to Christ
at this moment, or if you neglect to do it, to-
morrow will find you more unwilling, and noth-
ing but a miracle can save you from this law
of increasing guilt.
to work such a miracle. Will you please read
the seventh chapter of Romans? ,

Now is the day of salyation. Only give God
your will and accept Christ in a common-sense
way, and you may be saved this very moment.
For we have the glorious promise of Love, that
“ whosoever will”’ may come.

It takes God no longer to save you in Jesus
than it takes
lieve.” .

Satan is just- now whispering to you that this
i8 foolishness, that you can’t have feeling or
know at this. moment that Christ saves you.
But he is a liar and the father of it. Believe
Jesus who drove the devil away, and who will
diive him away from you. He has the word
already to speak. Read Matt. 8:5-13; John
5:24 ; and' Mark 5:36. .

“ Be not afraid, only believe.—Z. South-
worth,

How Saints May Help the Devil.

THERE was & young minister once preach-

ing very earnestly in a certain chapel, and he
had to walk some four or five miles to his
home, along a country road, after service. A
young man who had been déeply impressed
during the sermon requested the privilege of
walking with the minister, with an earnest
hope that he might find an opportunity of tell-
ing his feelings to him, and obtain some
word of guidance or comfort. Instead of that,
the young minister, all the way along, told the
most singular tales to those who were with
him, causing loud roars of laughter. He
stopped at a certain house, and this young
man with him, and the whole evening” was
-gpent i frivolity and foolish talking. -

Some years after, when' the minister had
grown old, he was sent for to the hedside of a

{ that night.
{ strain of levity, and with so much coarseness, |

| stamped my foot upon the ground.

{ damnation to -your charge.
{ your ‘head!”

But God has not promised .

| dust.

you to say in your heart, “ I be-

dying man. He hastened thither with a heart
desirous of doing good. He was requested to
git down at the bedside; and the dying man,
looking at him and regarding him more olose-
ly, said to him, “ Do you remember preaching
Jin such a village, and on such an occasion ?”
“1 do,” said the minister. .

“I was one of your hearers,” said the man,
““and I was deeply impressed by the sermon,”

“ Thank God for that!” said the minister.

“ Stop!” interrupted the man, ¢ do n’t thank
God until you have heard the whole story.
You will have reason to alter your tone before
I have done.” -

The minister chauged jcountenance ; but he
little guessed what would be the full extent of
that man’s testimony.

Said he, «“Sir, do you remiember after you
had finishéd your sermon that’ I, with some
others, walked home with you? I .was sin-]|
cerely desirous of being led in the right. path
But T heard you speak in such-a,

too, that I went outside the house while you
were sitting down to your evening meal, 1
I said]
that you were a liar; that Christianity was a|
falséhood ; that if you could pretend to be so
earnet about it in the pulpit, 2nd then come]
‘down and talk like that, the wholé thing must,
be a sham. And'I have been an infidel,” said
he, “a confirmed ‘infidel, from that day to this..
But T am not an infidel at this moment. I}
know better. I am dying, and about to be
damned, and -4t the bar of God I will lay my
My blood is upon
And with a dreadful shriek,
and with a demoniacal glance at the trembling
minister, he shut his eyes and died.—Sel,

. The Power of Forgiveness.

A SOLDIER, whose regiment lay in a garri-
son town in England, was about to be brought
‘before his commanding officer for some of-
‘fense. He was an old offender, and had been
often punished. ¢ Here he is again,” said the
officer on his name being mentioned ; “every-
thing—~flogging, disgrace, imprisonment—hag
been tried upen him.” Whereupon the ser-

the liberty he took, said :—

“There is one thing which has never been
done with him' yet, sir.” ‘

 'What ig that ?’” was the.inquiry.

« Well, sir,”” said the sergeant,  he has nev-
er been forgiven.” oo

“ Forgiven !” said the eolonel, surprised at
the suggestion.
He reflected for a few moments, ordered the

no g -d U it to- nght i d asked him what
and salvation, I could not do it now; I am too: gulprit to-be brought in, and asked him wha

he had.to say to the charge.
“ Nothing, sir,” was the reply, “only I am
sorry for what I have done.” 4
Turning a kind and pitiful look on the man

I ff who expécted nothing else than that his pun-

ishment would be increased with the repetition
of his ¢ffense, the colonel -addressed him, say-
ing:— :

“Well, we have resolved to’ forgive you!”.

The soldier was struck ‘dumb with astonishs
ment. -The tears started in his eyes, and he
wept like a child, He was. humbled to the
He thanked his officer and retired—
the old refractory and incorrigible man? No;
he was another man from that day forward.
He who. tells the story had him for years un-
der his eye, and a better conducted man never
wore Queen’s .colors. In him, kindness bent
one whom harshness could not break. He was
conquered by metcy and forgiveness, and “ever
afterward fearéd to offend.— Sel.

Too Late.

Some are always too late, and therefore
accomplish through life nothing worth
naming. If such a man promises to meet
you at a certain hour, he 18 never present
until thirty minutes after. No matter how
important the business is, either to your-
gelf or to him, he is just so tardy. His
dinner has been waiting for him so long
that the cook is out of patience, This
course, the character we have desoribed
always pursues, He i8 never in season- at
church, at his place of business, at his
meals, or-in his bed. Persons of such
‘habits, we ocannot but despise. Scores
have lost opportunities of making fortunes,
and receiving favors, by being a few min-
utes too late. c ,

Always speak in season, and be ready at
the appointed hour.. We would not give

{a fig for a man who is not punctual to his

engagements, and who néver makes up his
mind to a certain course till the time is
lost. Those who hang baé¢k, hesitate, and
tremble—who are never on hand for a
journey, a trade, or anything else, are poor
sloths, and ill-calculated for getting a living

in this stirring world.— Sel.

On What Authority?

For what reason do men prefer the first
day of the week to the ancient Sabbath of
the Lord? On what authority do men
continually violate the day which God sanc-
tified, and commanded mankind to keep
holy ? Papists have for Sunday observance
the authority of their church. Protestants
deny the authority of the church of Rome,
and attempt to vindicate the change of the
Sabbath by an appeal to the Bible. This
is what we wish them to do. We ask
them, therefore, to present a single text in
which it is said that God has changed his
Sabbath to the first day of the week. The

| advocates of the change Have none to offer.

If they ¢annot present Such a text, will
they give us one which testifies that God
ever blessed and sanctified the first day of
the week ? Its observers admit that they
have none to.present. Byt will they not
give us one text in which men dre required
to keep the first day holy, as a Sabbath
unto the Lord? They acknowledge that -
they have none.

On what authority, then, do they exalt
the ‘first day of the week above the Sab-
bath of the Lord, which the commandmient -
requires us to remember and keep holy?
There is one reason urged for the obgerv-
ance of the first day -of the week, which
we will notice. *“John was in the Spirit
on the Lord’s day.” Rev. 1:10. It is
claimed that “the Liord’s day’ here men-
tioned is the first day of the week. But
we ask, What right have they to assume
the very point they ought to prove! This
text, it is true, furnishes direct proof that
there is a day in the gospel dispensation
which the Lord claims as bis own; but is
there one text in the Bible which testifies
that the first day of the week is the Lord’s
day? There i8 not one. Has God ever
claimed any day as his, and reserved it to
himself ? He has. “Apd God blessed
the seventh day, and sanctified it; because
that in it he had rested from all his work
which God had created and,made.” Gen.
2:-8. “ To-morrow.ig the rest.of the holy
Sabbath unto the Lord.” Ex. 16:23.
“The seventh day is the Sabbath. of the
Lord thy God.” Ex. 20:10. “TIf thou
turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on my holy day.” TIsa.
58:18. ¢ Therefore the Son of man is
Lord also of the Sabbath.” Mark 2:28.

Thén the seventh ‘day is the day which
God reserved to himself when he gave to
man the other six; and this day he calls
his holy day. This is the day which the
New Testament declares the Son of man
to be Lord of. Is there one testimony in
the Scriptures that thé Lord of the Sab-
bath has discarded his holy day, and chos-
en another? Not one, Then that day
which the Bible designates as the Lord’s
day is no other than the Sabbath of the
fourth commarndment. .

Will You Take the Responsibility 2

A vouna man in Virginia had been sadly
intemperate. He was a man of great capability,
fascination, and power, but he had a passion for .
brandy which nothing could control. Often
in his walks a friend remonstrated with him,
but in vain; as often in turn would he urge
his friend to take the social glass in vain. On
one oceasion, the latter agreed to yield to him,
and as they walked up to the bar together, the
bar-keeper sdid :— '

“ Gentlemen, what will you have ?”

“Wine, sir,” was the reply.

The glasses were filléd, and the friends stood
ready to pledge each other in renewed and eter-
nal friendship, when he paused and said to
his intemperate friend :-— .

“Now, if I drink this glass and become a
drunkard, will you take the responsibility ?”

The drunkard looked at him with severity,
and said :— ’ '

¢ Set down that glass.”

It was set down, and the two walked away
without saying a word. '

Oh! the drunkard knows the awful conse-
quences of the first glass. Iven in his own
madness for liquor, he is not willing to assume
the responsibility of another’s becoming a drunk-
ard. :

What if the question were put to every liquor
dealer, as he asks for his license and pays his
money, ¢ Are you willing to assume the respon-
sibility ?”

How many would say, if the love of money
did not rule them, * Take back the license ?”-—
Sel. ’

" WE- can do more good by being good than
in any other way.

EvERY paththat leads to Heaven istrodden by
willing feet. No onc is ever driven to paradise.



" this was done.
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Keep it before the People.

IN a ponderous volume of twelve pamphlet
pages, the “ Rev. H. L. Barnaby ” essays to set-
tle the great question of the Sabbath ; and some
of the assertions which he summons to his aid in
the effort are truly astonishing. He says :—
“ 8o much has been written and said about
the seventh day of the week, that one would
naturally suppose the Bible to beé full of lessons
about it ; and yet there is not a word said in
the Scrlptures about the seventh day of the
week,”
The shallgwness of this evasion was well ex-
posed in the quotation we gave last week, from
Bro. Waggoner's Review of Baird. Because
those particular words ‘‘of the week” do not
occur, to deny that the week is meant, is to
show one’s self ready to resort to tricks in argu-
ment of which a third-rate pettifogger would be
ashamed. A moment’s thought shows that the
week must be intended. Thus, when God set
apart the seventh.day, he did not set it apart
for himself, but for man for whom the Sabbath
was made. And he did not set apart that first
seventh day which was past, but his blessing
and sanctification pertained to the seventh day
for time to come. Thus, then, it was ordained
that men should ‘devote to religious uses every
seventh day from that time forward.
No one can fail to see that as soon ag this ar-
rangement was embered into, the week was an es-
tablished fact, and followed as inevitably as day
and night follow the revolution of the earth up-
on its axis. All coming days were at once set
apart in divisions of sevens; for when the next
seventh day arrived after the one upon which
God rested, it was to be observed in rest. Then
the count must begin again ; for the next sev-
enth day was to be kept in like manner; and
that being past, a new week must begin with a
new count. And so on to the end. Thus the
- week of necessity existed as soon as the Sabbath
wag instituted and ag evidently it owes its ex-
istence to that institution. And the seventh
- day of each of these weekly periods was the
Sabbath ; and when the word of God says the
seventh day, without qualification, it means,
and can mean, nothing else but this.
Mz. B. continues :—
“We find no command for, or example of,
the observance of any day recorded in the Bi-
ble, prior to the exodus of the Israelites from
E'gyp .”
This man has been told better than this, and
has no excuse for such an assertion. For any
man of honest mind and sincere spirit, it is
enough to find plain evidence that a command
was given, though the express words of the com-
mand are not recorded. And it is positively
stated in the record that such command was
given to Adam. This is what we want kept be-
fore the people : There was a Sabbath command-
mentin the world, from the lips of God himself,
binding upon all his people, for more than
twenty-five hundred years before Sinai. Peo-
ple may digpute this point as much as they
please, and ministers may profess a sanctimo-
nious ignorance of it, but there is the record in
unequivocal terms. It says that in the begin-
ning God sanctified the day. To sanctify, means
to set apart to a religious use. Now will some
of those who deny that there was any command
for the Sabbath ‘before the exode, tell us how
How was the Sabbath set apart
,in the beginning to a religious use? They know
that this involves a command for its observance ;
that the sanctification of it was'a command for
the keeping of it, nothing more nor less. It
could not possibly have been anything else.
‘Whoever denies this, takes upon himself the
disgrace of insulting truth and common sense.
Here while yet the whole race stood in their
representatives, Adam and Eve, and sin had
not entered the world, the Sabbath was given
to man, and with the institution a command to
enforce and regulate its observance, in all places
through all time. Yet ministers, without trem-
bling at their own dishonesty, or blushing at
their ignorance, will deliberately affirm that
~ there was no command for the Sabbath till it
was given from Sinai.

Keep it before the people. Let them become
so fully informed in regard to this matter, that
all attempts to use this old misrepresentation
will be nullified and spoiled. U. 8.

The American Sunday, -

A wrirer in the Detroit Evening News of
Aug. 5, 1875, describing a trip to Lake Supe-
rior, speaks as follows of his entrance into the
Sault Canal :—

“14 is now Sunday morning, and we are at
the entrance of the Sault Canal. Nothing tells
us better to which country this canal belongs
than the lzirge steamer just coming out of the
lock, and others following. Did Canada own it,

from 12 o'clock midnight, Saturday, until that

hour Sunday, nothing would be dome. But
somebody at my elbow whispers that the de-
mands of commerce must be heeded, and that
the business man of America will worship God
when he has nothing else to do.”

The Third Day Since These Things Wele
Done.

[Republished by request from Review, Vol. 87, No. 9.j
. Ox what day 6f the week was Christ crucified?
and on what day did he arise from the dead ?
These are questions which have been the occa-
sion of no little discussion. There are substan-
tially two views held in reference to them, The
first is, that Christ was crucified on Wednesday,
was laid in the tomb near the close of that day,
and rose from the dead a corresponding hour
on the Sabbath, or Saturday, having lain in the
grave exactly seventy-two hours ; this being the
three days and three nights during which the
Son of man was to be in the heart of the earth,
as Jonah was three days and three nights in the
whale’s belly. The second view, and the one
most generally entertained, s, that Christ was
crucified on Friday, and rose early on the morn-
ing of the first day of the week. There are
others who place the crucifixion upon Thurs-
day instead of Friday, thinking this necessary
to make harmony between all the statements of
the evangelists concerning that event. This
view, however, does not obviate the difficulty
which the first view is designed to meet ; name-
ly; the apparent failure of the words of Christ
that the Son of man should be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth, if a pe-
riod of time less that seventy-two hours elapsed
while he lay in the tomb. The main question
lies between the first and second views here
stated. :

As already intimated, the first view rests
wholly upon the testimony respecting Jonah.
No other reason, at least of which we are aware,
exists for placing the crucifixion so early in the

week as Wednesday, except the statement of
Christ that as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the body of the fish, the Son of man
ghould be three days and three nights in the
heart of the earth. Assuming that the phrase
¢ heart of the earth,” means the grave, which
may perhaps be questioned, all rests upon the
meaning of thie phrase, ‘ three days and three
nights.” What do these words signify? Must
they be taken absolutely as they would be un-
derstood if used at the present day? or, was
there in that age a usus loguendi, in accordance
with which they could be taken in an accommo-
dated sense? There is nothing in the record in
Jonah to throw any additional light upon the
expression ; that is, there is no other testimony
there, and no other events recorded, which
show us that a period of time, absolutely seven-
ty-two hours in length, is meant by the term
“three days and three nights.” We do have,
however, in the evangelists, records of predic-

tions and narrations of events, from which we |

can determine something respecting the time
during which Christ lay in the tomb.  Now, in-
stead of taking the bare expression,  three days
and three nights,” assuming that the meaning
attached to it when it was used, was the same
as we would give at the present day, and then
using that as proof that Christ was for seventy-
two consecutlve hours in the grave, and trying
to make all other testimony harmonize with this
view, it seems to us it would be fully as legiti-
mate a mode of reasoning to try to ascertain
from the evangelists how long Christ was act-
ually in the tomb, and use that as a key for the
interpretation of the expression, ‘“three days
and three nights.”

The words placed at the head of this article
give us, if we mistake not, a good ‘clue to the
solution of this question. They are the words
used by the disciples to Christ when on their
way to Emmaus. The time when they were
used is beyond dispute.
‘part of the first day of the week. And they
said, “To-day is the third day since these things
were done.” From this, then, as a starting-
point, let us count back and see how early in
the week it is possible to place the crucifixion.
If the first day of the week was the third day,
the day before the first day, or the Sabbath, was
the second day, and the day before that, or Fri-
day, the first day, since the events of which they
were speaking took place ; and this would for-
bid our placing the events themselves farther
back than the preceding day, or Thursday.

It was in the latter |

Reasoning from this statement of the disciples,
we see not how the trial and crucifixion of
Christ can possibly be placed earlier in the week
than Thursday.

How, then, do those who place this event on
Wednesday, meet this testimony? We have
never heard any one try; but we have heard
that some do atbempt to get around it (for we
can call it nothing less) by saying that the word
since means from the first day ; that is, the third
day from the first day of the occurrence of these
things. But it looks to us that this is not even
respectable sophistry. - If we are to reckon from
some point subsequent to the occurrence of the
events, then we are cut loose from all moorings,
and might just as well say that that was the
third day since Jonah was put into the whale’s
belly.

The original is very definite. ¢ Toirpy ravryy
fuégav dyer onguepov, &¢’ of Tavra éyéveto. This day
is the third day from the time when theée things
took place.” Suppose, now, that the crucifixion
took place on Wednesday. He was laid in the
tomb that day. All was accomplished before
Thursday began. Would not Thursday, then,
be the first day Jollowing those events? Would
not Friday, be the second, and Sabbath the
third, even stretching the time all that it is pos-
sible to stretch it? The expression, since these
things occurred, cannot exclude Thursday ; for
Thursday was not the day of the occurrence of
these things, but the day following their occur-
rence ; and the disciples did not say, To-day is
the third day from the day following the occur-
rence of these things; but the third day from
the time when they occurred. This is a nail in
a sure place ; for, in view of this testimony, we
cannot go back more than two days from the
first day of the week for the crucifixion, making
it occur on Thursday, the third day, according
to the most liberal reckoning, from that point.
We do not say it did occur then, but only that
we cannot go back farther than that day.

The seventy-two-hour theory thus falls to the
ground ; and we are held to the conclusion that
the expression, ‘‘three days and three nights,”
cannot be taken to mean absolutely that length
of time. The way is, therefore, now all open to
adjust these events in such a manner as a har-
monious interpretation of all the testimony
shall demand.

And first, we call the attention of the reader to
those pasages which declare that Christ would
rige on the third day from the time of his trial
and crucifixion. There are eight of them, as fol-
lows : Matt. 16:21; 17 :23; 20:19; Mark 9 :
81;10:84; Luke 9:22; 18:33; 24:7; and
two passages state that he did rise on the third
day: Luke 24:46; 1 Cor. 15: 4. Take these
texts with the declaration of the disciples, “ To-
day s the third day since these things were
done,” and, as it seems.to us, the'day of the res-
urrection is clearly identified. Christ was to
rise on the third day after certain events, and
the disciples, naming those very events, and
gpeaking on the first day of the.week, say, ‘“ To-
day is the third day since these things were
done.” . The day on which the disciples uttered
these words, if they were correct in their reck-
oning, was the very day on which Christ was te
rise, according to his own predictions. Did his
predictions fail? If not, his resurrection is
immovably fixed upon the first day of the week.

There is a passage.in Mark which we consider
a direct declaration that Christ did rise on the
first day of the week: Mark 16:9: ‘“Now
when Jesus was risen early the first day of the
week, he appeared first to Mary ‘Magdalene.”
Greek : ““’Avaorac de mpol wedry cafBarov, épdvy
mowrov Magia rp Maydainvy,” &ec. Literally, ¢ And
having arisen early the first day of the week, he
appeared first to Mary Magdalene,” &c. The
only question here is, whether the words, “early
the first day of the week,” are an adjunct of the
participle, having risen, or of the verb, ap-
peared. We think they qualify the participle ;
for, first, the verb has a qualifying word, in the
word first, which seems to be all that the evan-
gelist wished to assert respecting his appearing,
There would be no propriety in saying that he
appeared first to certain ones on the first day of
the week, unless it is told to whom he appeared
first upon some other day. Secondly, it would
appear more important that the time of his res-
urrection should ke named than the time when
he appeared to his disciples. But if it is said
that this is the important point, then we reply
that this certainly took place on the first day of
the week, and hence Sunday-keepers retain all
the force of their argument for first-day, based
on the resurrection of Christ, even though the
resurrection itself be removed to another day.

This brings us to another difficulty involved
in the view that Christ lay in the tomb seventy-
two hours, from near the close of Wednesday to

near the close of the Sabbath ; namely, it makes
the resurrection of Christ occur on the Sabbath.
Is there any testimony to show that Christ arose
on the Sabbath? Matt. 28:1, is claimed for
this purpose. It is held by some that this lan-
guage means, ‘‘Late in the Sabbath [the day
ending at sunset] as the first day of the week
was drawing on ;” that is, before sunset on the
Sabbath, came the two Marys to the sepulcher.
Previous to their coming, there had been [mar-
gin] a great earthquake, the stone was rolled
away, and an angel, assuring them that the:
Lord was not there, but had arisen, bade them
go quickly and tell the disciples that he was
risen, and would go before them into Galilee
where they would see him. This, it is claimed,
is the record of a previous visit, which none of
the other evangelists mention, they all speaking
of a visit on the following mornlng, after the

Sabbath was past.
We showed two woeeks since that the language

of Matt. 28:1, is clearly susceptible of the
translation given it in our common version, and
that it means, after the Sabbath, in harmony
with the other evangelists. Let us now inquire
whether this idea of a previous visit, in Matt.
28 :1, is consistent with the record of the other
evangelists.

1. .According to the view under notice, this
visit was made on the Sabbath. But Luke says
(23 :56) that the disciples rested the Sabbath
day according to the commandment. It is
hardly probable that they would thus clip the:
end of the Sabbath by a journey to the sepul-
cher, work from which they had so scrupulously
abstained at its commencement ; nor could such:
a course easily be reconciled with the testimony
of Luke, above referred to.

2. The same Marys, according to Mark (16 H

1, 2), came to the sepulcher very early in the

morning of the first day of the week ; and they
brought the spices they had prepared to anoint:
the Lord, Luke 24 : 2, and wondered who would
roll away the stone for them. But how can it
be supposed that they would come for this pur-
pose on first-day morning, if they had been to
the sepulcher the night before and found the:
stone rolled away, and been assured by an argel
that the Lord was not there, but had risen?
Were they so forgetful, or so thoughtless ?

3. While the women were returning to tell
the disciples, as:the angel had bidden them, ac-
cording to the record in Matthew 28, the guard
went into the city, and between them and the
chief priests the story was fabricated that the
body of Jesus was stolen while they slept.
Now, the supposition that Jesus rose in the
daytime before the close of the Sabbath, in-
volves the absurdity of supposing that the
guard would acknowledge that they were asleep
in the daytime! and that the body was taken
in broad daylight! To avoid this, it is said
that only the first eight verses of Matt. 28 refer
to the Sabbath visit, .the language of verse 9,
and onward, referring to the morning visit
which is noticed by the other evangelists. But
thig is a most forced and unnatural interpreta-
tion ; for there is nothing in the langnage to
denote a jump of a whole night between verses
8 and 9, and not an intimation that the record
from verse 9 applies to an occasion different
from that introduced in the preceding verses.
But this view involves an absurdity equal im
magnitude to the other ; for it follows that the
guard, after being struck down as dead men by
the glorious manifestations attending the resur-
rection of Chrigt on Sabbath afternoon, waited
a whole night, till first-day morning, before
they went into the city to acquaint the chief
priests with the wonderful events which had

taken place.
Having now found that Christ’s resurrection:

took place on the first day of the week, the
only importance attached to fixing the day of
the crucifixion is to show & fulfillment of Christ’s
words, and make all the statements of the evan-
gelists harmonize. It has already been showm
that we cannot go back farther than Thursday
for the date of that event. The question here,
then, lies between Thursday and Friday where
it is generally placed ; and it is only material to-
take that day which is required by the testi-

mony in the case.
Let us suppose it to have occurred on Friday..

The betrayal, trial, crucifixion, and entomb-
ment, of Christ, then, occupied almost that en-
tire day. Could this be taken as the first day
in the computation ¢ If so, then Sunday would
be the third day, as the disciples said. ' Im
Luke 13 : 32, we read that Jesus sent this word
to Herod : ““Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold,
I cast out devils, and I do cures to-day and to-
morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.”
The to-day in which Christ speaksis here made-
the first in the order of reckoning.

In Acts 27, we have an account of some of
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Paul’s perils by sea. In verse 17, he speaks of
a certain day of their distress. The next day,

he continues, they lightened the ship ; and the.

third day, cast overboard the tackling. Verse
19. Here it is evident that the day mentioned
in verse 17 is called the first.

In Esther 6, we have an account of a feast
given by the queen to Haman and the king.
The next day she gave another ; and that neoxt
day is called the second. Esth. 7 : 2,

So in reckoning backward, the day on which
the person spoke was the first day, and the day
but one before that, was called the third. See
the marginal reading of Ex. 4 :10; Deut. 19:
4; Josh. 3:4; 1Sam. 4:7;19:7; ete.

From this it is evident that when Christ pre-
dicted that he was to suffer certain things, be
put to death, and rise the third day, he reckoned
the day of his suffering as the first day in the
computation.

But how can a portion of Friday, the Sabbath,
and a part of Sunday, be called, three days and
three nights ¢ There is no difficulty, if such was
the manner of speaking in use among the Jews.
‘What did they understand by it? This is the
only question to be settled. There is a passage
in Esther which would seem to throw some light
upon the question. She told Mordecai (4:16)
to gather the Jews together who were in Shu-
shan, and fast for three days, neither eating nor
drinking night or day; and she would do the
same, and so would go in unto the king. This
expression is certainly equivalent to three days
and three nights. And how was it fulfilled? In
chap. 5 : 1, we read that on the third day Esther
appeared before the king. In like manner, we
read of Joseph that he put his brethren into
ward three days, but on the third da.y/he re-

leased them and permitted them to depart to
Canaan,

From these instances it appears clear that, ac-
cording to Jewish usage, it did not require three
full days and nights to answer to the expression,
“‘three days and three nights ;” but that it was
applied to a period of time covering the part of
one day, the whole of another, and a portion of a
third.

The day following the crucifixion, the chief
priests came to Pilate desiring a guard to be set ;
and it is objected that they would not do this
upon the Sabbath. This is not the way, to be
sure, we should expect the Sabbath to be spok-
en of ; but as to the chief priests and Phari-
sees, we do not think we can presume much on
the piety of men who were just then so infuriated
with the spirit of the devil ag to condemn the
SaViour to the cross. It is far easier to suppose
they would come to Pilate upon the, Sabbath
than to think that the Sabbath ‘which followed
that preparation day, Mark 15 : 42 ; Luke 23 :
54, and which the women kept a.céording to the
commandment, Luke 33 : 56, was only a ceremo-
nial sabbath. 4

But, says one, if we could show that Christ
did not rise on the first day of the week, how it
would sweep away the argument for Sunday-
keeping. To be of any service, the argument to
this end must be very plain and positive ; for
all the world almost are established in the belief
that his resurrection was on Sunday. The evi-
dence is not so clear ; and to try to use it, is to
seize the maul by the head instead of the han-
dle; for it would be a hundred-fold harder to
make a person believe that Christ’s resurrection
did not take place upon the first day of the
week, than to show him that if it did, it proved
nothing in favor of a Sunday Sabbath. Were
we arguing with a Sunday-keeper, we would
prefer to admit Christ’s resurrection on Sunday
rather than otherwise ; for we like to agree with
an opponent as far as possible ; and because,
* after he has carefully built up his argument, it
is 80 easy to show that point after point is only
assumption, and that the whole structure fally
in hopeless ruin to the ground.

And farther, to undertake to prove Christ’s
resurrection upon another day, is a tacit admis-
sion that if he did rise on the first day of the
week, it is of force in behalf of a Sunday Sab-
bath ; whereas if ten thousand resurrections
could ‘be shown upon that day, it would prove
nothing whatever in its favor as a day of rest
and worship. U, 8.

Add to your Faith Courage.

TaE victory 1s gained through faith. ¢ This
is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith.” To faith naturally succeeds cour-
age. Courage must be tempered with knowl-
edge and temperance. The temperate can exer-

" cise patience. Next to patience in the ascend-
ing scale, is godliness, then brotherly kindness,
and last of all, charity—that love toward God
and man which will fit men for the society of
angels and all holy beings.

Oh, to reach the top of the ladder ! In order
to do this, begin at the bottom, laying a good
foundation in faith, a faith that will surely sup-
port true courage ; and these, held fast, will in-
sure the victory. Courage in the Lord, brother,
sister, we may be victors, and the victors will
receive a crown of joy that will never fade.

R. F. Corrreru.

The Sabbath Commandment Definite,

——r

Wz have promised to enable the reader to
judge of Mr. Baird’s reliability as a critic on the
Hebrew. On page 11 he says :—

“The Hebrew language has no article corre-
sponding with the definite article the that we
employ. ¢4 seventh day is the Sabbath of the

" Lord thy God,” would be a perfectly literal ren-

dering.”

This is not a question of reasoning or argu-
ment, but of fact, and it may therefore be de-
termined to a certainty.. The above statement
can only create a smile, or call forth an excla-
aation of surprise, from any one who is not en-
tirely ignorant of Hebrew ; and for such not a
word is needed in refutation of it. It is as ab-
surdly false as would be the assertion that the
English word the is not a definite article. As
the reader of English will want to be assured of
the truth of this subject we will quote from a
number of authorities, that every one may judge
for himself. y s

Gesenius, in his Hebrew Lexicon, giving the
uses of the fifth letter of the alphabet, says of
one of its uses :— :

“ As the definite article, Eng. the ; like the Gr.
4, %, 76, in the ingertion or omission of which the
Hebrews and Greeks, and also the English and
Germans, follow similar laws, for which see the
usual grammars,” &e.

If the English the, and the Greek ¢, #, 76, are
not definite articles, then majr Mr. Baird’s words
be true.

The Hebrew has but one article which is defi-
nite, a noun without the article being indefi-
nite, except when rendered definite by the rules
of construction. So the grammar of Gesenius
says i— .

¢¢ The-article is employed with a noun to limit
its application, in nearly the same cases as in
Greek, German and English ; viz.,, when the
subject of discourse is a definite object.”

J. 8. C. F. Frey, a Hebrew of repute, editor
of an edition of Vander Hoght’s Hebrew Bible,
and author of a Hebrew Lexicon in Latin, says
in his Hebrew grammar :—

¢ The Hebrews have but one article, expressed
by Hay, with a pathach prefixed to the noun,
and daghesh in the succeeding letter, as D'RYM.
the heavens.”

Tragelles, in his valuable “ Heads of Hebrew
Girammar,” says :—

“The article in Hebrew is formed by prefix-
ing the letter i1 to the noun, with pathach for
its vowel, and daghesh in the next letter, thus,
127 a word ; 137 the word,” &e. o
" Prof. Green, in his Hebrew Grammar, which
is now adopted in many schools, says :— ‘

““ The definite article consists of i with Pat-
tah followed by daghesh forte in the first letter
of the word to which it is prefixed, 1'7‘3 a king,
39977 the king.

Nordheimer, who is scarcely second to any’

grammarian, says i—

“The Hebrew definite 7, a fragment of the
personal pronoun ¥%7is employed, agreeably to
its origin, to direct particular attention to the
noun to which it is prefixed. Definite
nouns are such as are already definite in their
gignification, or are made so by their construc-
tion or by receiving the definite article.” ‘

Against all this testimony we challenge Mr.
Baird to produce one authority to sustain his
agsertion.

A few words of explanation on the study of -

languages will enable the reader still further to
judge of Mr. B’s attainments in Hebrew. In
the schools, students in Latin and Greek are ex-
ercised in the classics ; but in this country, and
generally with all Christian students, Hebrew
literature is mostly confined to the Old-Testament
Scriptures. For this reason, the Hebrew is not
placed in a ¢‘ college course,” but is confined to
theological schools, where the object is to read
the O. T. in the\original. Therefore, the He-
brew Bible is the exercise book with classes in
Hebrew, And as the Pentateuch is as simple in
style as any part of the Scriptures, it is custom-
ary to commence in the first chapter of Genesis.
And in the first verse of the first chapter of
Genesis we twice find the Hebrew definite arti-
cle! Therefore, allowing that Mr. Baird made
his statement in all honesty, we are forced to
conclude that in his study of Hebrew he did not
get as far in the grammar as to the article, nor

as far in his exercises as to the first verse of the
first chapter of Genesis! * % F %

Now, if Mr. Baird is entirely ignorant of the
Hebrew—if he knows nothing at all. of the sub-
ject of which he 'so confidently testifies—his
course is still worthy of the severest reproba-
tion ; for he has no right to testify in such an
important matter, and to lead the people to
stray from the precept of Jehovah, when he
knows nothing of the subject ; he has no right
to declare that to be true of which he knows
nothing. But, on the other hand, if he is not
ignorant of the Hebrew, if he knows as much
about it as he evidently wishes his readers to
think he knows, then we know of no language
with which to characterize his course. It evinc-
es a degree of moral turpitude for which we
would not wish to answer when the Chief Shep-
herd shall reckon with his stewards.

That the reader may have the full benefit of
the facts, we will quote a few passages, empha-
sizing the article to indicate its presence in the
‘Hebrew original.

Gen. 2: 2. And He rested on the seventh

day.
3. And God blessed the
day, and sanctified it.
But on the seventh day, which is
the Sabbath.
"There went out some of the peo-
ple on the seventh day.
Let no man go out of his place
on the seventh day.
So the people rested on the sev-
enth day.
But the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God.
And rested the seventh day.

On the seventh day thou shalt
rest. :
In the seventh day is the Sab-

bath of rest.

In six days the Lord made heav-

_en and earth, and on, the sev-

enth day he rested, and was

refreshed.
On the seventh day thou shalt

rest, . 2
On the seventh day there shall

be to you an holy day [Heb,,

holiness], a Sabbath of rest to

_the Lord.

But the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of rest.

The seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord thy God.

In each of the above passages the definite ar-
ticle is in the Hebrew ; and thus the reader will
see that *“ ¢ seventh day” would not be s ¢“lit-
eral rendering” of the commandment.— Waggorn-
er’s Review of Baird, pp. 18-23.

;eventh
Ex. 16 :26.
27,
29.
30.
20 : 10,

11.

23:12.

31 15,

17.

1 21,

35: 2.

Lev. 23 3.

Deut. 5 : 14.

White Robes.

. Wg are sometimes asked, when teaching the
near coming of the Lord, if we believe in mak-
ing white robes, which is evidently an allusion
to the oft-repeated ‘‘ascension-robe slander.”
‘We reply that we do not believe in a literal gar-
mentof cloth, but in one of a far different nature.

Our Saviour says: ‘“ He that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white raiment.”
Rev. 3:5. We also read, in Rev. 7 :9, that
Jobn saw a great multitude before the throne
clothed in white robes; and to the question,
¢ Whence came they?” reply was made, ““These
are they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes and made them white
in the blood of thé Lamb.” It would seem
from this that these robes have been stained, or
spotted, but have passed through a cleansing
process and been whitened. In Rev. 19 :8, we
are told that the fine linen is the righteousness
of saints, and Moses, after rehearsing before the
children of Israel God’s commandments, says:
“Tt shall be our righteousness, if we observe to
do all these commandments before the Lord our

| God, as he hath commanded us.” "Deut. 6:25.

¢ All unrighteousness is sin,” says the apos-
tle, which is in harmony with bis statement in
another place, where he affirms that ¢ sin is the
transgression of the law.” In giving his law to
man, God revealed to him his will, and also his
character, which he tells us are pure and holy.
See Ps. 145 :17; 19:8. If, therefore, we will-
fully transgress God’s law, we not only disre-
gard his will, but fail to acquire the right-
eougness pointed out by that law, and which was
exemplified in the character of our Lord Jesus
Christ ; and hence our righteousness becomes
like that spoken of by Isaiah as ‘‘filthy rags.”
But Zechariah says that when iniquity shall
have passed from us, we shall be .clothed with a
change of raiment. This ‘‘ change of raiment”
is the ““robe of righteounsness.” Isa. 61:10.

There is efficacy alone in the blood of Christ
to remove those stains of sin which have so
spotted our characters, and even then if we dis-
obey the commands of God our garments again
become soiled and, need the cleansing process.

'We may be denounced here for having respect
unto all of God’s commandments, yet, like the
sweet singer of Israel, we need not be ashamed
(Ps. 119 : 6), if we can only please our Heaven-
ly Father who has, by.the gift of his Son,
opened a way by which we may be restored to his
favor, and be permitted to walk with Christ in
white. )

The prophet, in view of this prospect, offers
the following words of consolation to those who
may be reviled for obeying God: ¢ Hearken
unto me, ye that know righteousness, the peo-
ple in whose heart is my law ; fear ye not the
reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their
revilings. TFor the moth shall eat them up like
a garment, and the worm shall eat them like
wool ; but my righteousness shall be forever,
and my salvation from generation to generation.”
Isa. 51:7, 8. Then let us arise and put on
strength in the name of the Lord, and press the
battle to the gate. J. O. Coruiss.

¢ Studying History to Some Purpose.”?

[1raxe the following from the Hraminer and
Chromicle, a Baptist paper. The teaching of the
Congregationalist college professor is a good tes-
tithony to the ancient practice of immersion.

D. M. CANRIGHT.]

“The Professor of Church History in the
Bangor (Me.) Theological Seminary (Congrega-
tionalist) must be a man who is more thoroughly
imbued with the historic spirit than many whe
teach in theological seminaries. He-has the
sense to see that his function is to report, not
to make, history, and he has the candor to, re-
port what he finds. And it appears that his
finding is to the effect that ¢ the apostles-and all
the church until four or five hundred years ago
understood by baptism immersion, and never
sprinkled anybody except the sick.” Such, at
least, was the substance of what was recited by
students at the last annual examination, and
was not called in question by Professor Paine.
But the Rev. A. L. Park, of Gardiner, was
stirred up to write as follows to the Christian
Mirror i —

¢¢¢ A} the anniversary of our Theological Sem-
inary at Bangor, a few days since, the class un-
der examination in church history gave some
answers which struck me as extremely remarka-
ble. The questions of the professor and replies
of the students were substantially as follows :—

¢¢Q. What was the apostolic and primitive
mode of baptism ?

¢ 4. By pmmersion.

“¢(). Under what circumstances only was
gprinkling allowed ¢

“¢ 4. In cases of sickness.

€¢(). When was the practice of sprinkling
or pouring generally introduced ?

“¢ 4. Not until the fourteenth century.

¢¢(), For whatreasonwas the change adopted?

¢ A, As Christianity advanced and spread
in colder latitudes, the severity of the climate
made it impracticable to immerse. )

¢¢The professor of church history approved
the answers, which faithfully represented his
teachings, and none of the clergymen present
seemed to call these statements in question.
Yet if such are the facts, the Baptists are his-
torically correct, and we as a denomination are
wrong, both in ‘our literature and our practice.’
Our publishing society has issued a good deal of
chaff about the broad interpretation of baptizo,
and the impossibility of immersing thousands of
people in a single day in Jerusalem, and all
other familiar arguments in favor of sprinkling
or pouring as the primitive and scriptural meth-

‘od of baptism. If it be true that the apostles

and all the church until four or five hundred
years ago understood by baptism immersion, and
never sprinkled anybody except the sick, our
usages need reforming ; for nearly all our minis-
ters have a decided preference for the unscript-
ural and unhistorical method of affusion, even
in the summer months, when immersion in any
river or pond is attended with no pains or perils.
The vast orthodox church of the East, which has
over sixty millions of communicaits in the rigor-
ous climate of Russia, contrives to immerse all
its men, women, and children, and that thrice,
and no doubt our ministers can find means to
bestow the rite properly upon the few persons
who are received into our churches during th
winter months. ) :

“<If the Baptists are historically right, and
we wrong, let us discontinue our disputes with
them as to the meaning of Grreck verbs, and give
due honor to the original mode of baptism both
by our preaching and practice. Let us admin-
ister by immersion as the rule, and use easier
methods only in cases of necessity. If not, will
some one tell us why not?” )

¢ If Professor Paine teaches that thie apostles
sprinkled sick persons as a mode of baptizing
them, he has need to examine still more critic-
ally into the evidence. But, apart from doubt
on that point, he must be reckoned to have
dome a valuable service to so much of the rising
Congregationalist ministry as it falls to his lot
to instruct during their novitiate. And it may
be safely assumed that others besides his critic
in the Mirror will ask further guestions, and
draw inferences.”
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THE YURNACE,

Ovur from the furnace’s glowing heat,
With beautiful refining,

God takes his jewels, all complete,
That for his crown are shining.

Drawn from the depths of human woe,
In dust and darkness sifted,

‘How sweet eternal morn will glow
For stricken hearts yplifted!

Then in the shadow of the cross,
Though never strewn with flowers,

Ob, let me aid the poor and Jost
To Eden’s lovely bowers.

How gweet to find, when time has flown,
And we are saved in glory,

Some little stars within our crown,

. We've won among the lowly.

Behind the cloud I'll quiet rest,
To Jesus all resigning,
May be Il find the ingide best,
With all its silver lining ;
‘With stricken hearts to weep and wait,
Through the dark night 6f sorrow,
Till called to pass-the pearly gate,
Into the kright to-morrow. it
——i3€b.

Drogress of the Cange,

He t;h:zb goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precions seed, shall doubt-
less come again with Tejolding, hringing his sheaves with him.

B s Cores Vs,

e )

Illinois.
Tae interest is still good here. 'The
subjects of the Sabbath and immortality
have been thoroughly -canvassed, The
continued rains and consequent bad roads
have prevented many from attending,
‘The country in many places lis literally.
flooded, and thousands of acres of corn are
déstroyed. Still ‘we 'have had meétings
‘every evening, except two, for the last four
weeks, and three on Sunday.
gixteen and twenty hawve .already decided
to obey the truth, and we have hopes of
others. Pray for us. ,
‘ ‘ R. F, ANpREWS.
‘Watseka, Aug. 8, 1876,

Ohariton Co., Mo,
D J
We have been here with the Notth Mo.
tent a week. We have given seven dis-
courses on_the prophecies and nearness of
the second advent.
encounter several rain storms, and a cireus
has been held here, 80 we have net at-.
tracted very much sattention 'yet, though
the interest is rising some, and the candid
are beginning to inqitire. B
, J. 'H. Rocigs,

© L. R. Loxa. -

Salisbury, Mo., July 30, 1875. .

Wisconsin Tent, No."'8.

Wx have now had six meetings in two
days. Yesterday, first-day, we had a.con-
gregation of more than two hundred intelli-
gent, attentive hearers. The Lord gave
freedom in speaking his word. The pros-.
pect here for success in God’s work looks
promising. And we hereby invite our
- brethren and- sisters of Lyons and other
places to meet with us Aug. 21, 22, as we
expect then to close our labors here. And
we hope all that come will come to labor
in this good cause.
the town of Jackson, Adams Co., Wis., on
the farm of Mr. Tanner, twelve miles
north-east of Kilbourn City. ' .

Our P. O, address, till further notice, will |
be Douglas Center, Marquette Co., Wis.

SANBORN,
S. 8. Smirs,

Flint, Mickh.

Tre first meeting ‘after moving the tent
to another part of this city was held on
Thursday evening, July 15. Meetings
continued without intermission until Mon-
day, Aug. 2, when the tent was taken dowir
and shipped to the camp-ground at Battle
Creek, The real interest of the mesting.
was greater at its close than at any other.
time during its continuance. It seemed
very hard to leave the place ; the prospect
for doing good is greatér to-day than ever
before. It is the general feeling of the
multisude that the tent must return. There
were nine Sabbath-keepers in the city when’
the meetings began; now there are be-
tweer fifty and sixty. Some are 'still in-
vestigating, and many are just becoming
sufficiently interestéd to come to the tefit.

It will be mext to impossible to close
this work properly without the tent. . No.
open opposition has yet gprung up, but it
is coming, and ecamnot be suitably met
awithout a place under our own control.
Wie are trying to make the best poseible use
«of -our tispe in visiting those who need help.

‘ nothiné

| tent, which had been ° y
meeting, in the village of Frankfort, about |
| five miles from where the meeting 'was

| ing evening.

‘We have had ‘to]

Our tent is pitched in |

| here seemed willing ‘
| their meeting-house, I thought I would not
| bring the tent,

merism.

We conetontly find those of whom we knew

‘before who now love ‘the 4ruth.
May God in his mercy give courage and
stability to the workers here, and the light

| of his Spirit to still .search for the jewels

that may yet be hidden beneath the rub-

| bish of earthly vanity and popular error.

D. H. Lauson,
E. R. Jonss.

Herkimer Co., N. Y.

Tugr lpxarterly meeting held in 'this
county, which has been previously re-

.| ported, was a success, The public services
.| were well attended, and a very favorable
| feeling was manifested in the community,
.| while a strong feeling of condemnation to-

ward the course. of the Methodists, who

‘| refused us their house of workhip for the
| meeting, was also apparéent.

baptized, one of whom wis from -dbroad.
It was decided to pitch the forty:féet
procured for the

helds This was done under rather dis-
couraging circwmstances, the work being
done in the rain, which continued at inter-
vals for some time after the meetings be-
gan. "We also encountered strong prej-
udice and opposition. -The attendance
was small, but quite steady, and the inter-
est deep, as far ag it extended.

The meetings continued between five
and gix weeks, and, as the result, eight or
ten ‘dame odt decidedly on ‘the present
truth, and were all the ‘more firm because
of the heavy cross they had borne. This
was espedislly cheéring to us, as we had
labored almost ‘against hope, much of the

Brn. A. H. Hall and B. I.. Whitney were
with the tent most of the time, and rendered
efficient aid. July 26, the tent was taken
down and shipped to this place, when Bro.

‘| Hall and myself pitched it the 28th and

29th, and commenced meetings the follow-
S. B. WuirNey.
waemmr, N.Y., Aug. 4, 1875.

"Western Xowa.

We pitched the tent in Woodbine,
Harrison Co., June 15, but on account of

 the almost incessant rains, we were able to

hold only a'few meetings, a8 the rising of
the river, so the people conld not cross, cut
off the most'interested patt of our congre-
gation. We had onestorm so violent that

1it blew 'down several buildings in the vil-

lage. Our tent, however, was injured biut
little. 'The prejudices of the-people had

-| been excited to such a degree by the min-

ister that it was almost impossible to gain
access to them; so we thought it best to
move. Three, however, took a stand on
the Sabbath.

The tent is now pitched in Dunlap,
twelve miles ‘north of Woodbine. We
have given ‘eight lectures ‘with increasing
interest. We hope for the blessing of
God on our labors. Our address, for the
present, is Dunlap, Harrison' Co., Iowa.

J. BARTLETT.

Ia Salle Co., HL.

AptER our excellent camp:meeting, I
came to this place (North:Rutland) to hold
meetings. As the first-day Adventists
that I should have

. At first, the Adventists
turned out to hear, and seemed interested
in my meetings; but as I proved every
point, they saw that I was going to prove
the Sabbath with as much certainty as any
other, so they fled before they heard on
that subjeot, and raised a bitter outery,
circulating false reports about Bro. and

‘gister White, just as though Bro, and éis-

ter White had made the Bible. ‘I had
preached nothing but the Bible, and told
them I would abide by the Bible.

But they could not frighten all. Some
came, and those that heard could see how
God has led his people, .and why he re-
quires them now to keep all his command-
ments and the faith of Jesus. One em-

‘braced the truth, and said he would keep
‘the Sabbath, then another, and then others
‘took a stand, until as many as eight or ten

were convinced., These wete 4ll who had

‘heard, except some who had kept the Sab- |

bath béfore. This raised the ire of the
dragon, and the people began to cry més-

he could against us, not by argument, but
by misrepresentation, and by telling the

people that we were trying to get them
away from Christ and under the law. He

Nine ‘were-

time fearing our labor would be ‘fruitless.
Between |

~general Sabbath-school exercise.

‘ter of Daniel.

The Adventist preacher went |
around warning the people, and doing-all

thus'stirred up such-a-prejudice that some
-of them thought they ought not to lét me
stay in their house.. .We left the meeting-
house, and have held our meetings in a
private house. The Lord has blessed us.

I found three sisters here who embraced
the Sabbath in Pontiac when I held tent-
meetings there some two years ago. I
found an old veteran of 1844 who was not
afraid to listen, and, as he saw the third
angel’s message, he responded, from his
heart, “ Now, brethren, I see where we
rare, and I can see through now. We are
coming out of the wilderness.,” He is a
living Adventist. His noble wife comes’
with him, and they are enjoying'the meet-
in %s, though our numbers are few.

Four have already taken a stand on the
‘truth and are streng. Others are con-
vinced, and I trust will yield obedience to
‘the law of God, while ‘others are investi-
‘gating. ‘We 'have good meetings. DBut
the spirit -0f oppositien is the bitterest
I ever met. }

Jt has been very rainy the past week,

- which has interfered “with our meetings

-some; and I haye suffered from a cold’
considerably, but. it i8 better now. T ex-
pect to remain here this week to establish
meetings, &c. Bro. Hicks will lead the!
nieetingsafter] am gone, and IT'hopetoleave:
them so that they can cast their influence:
on the side of ‘ttuth, 4nd not with its en-
emies. Pray for me, that I may be’ truly,
a laborerin my Tiord’s vineyard. .
\ ‘T, M. SrEwARD.
New Rutland, Iil., Aug. 2, 1875,

Round Prairie, Minn,

SiNncE our last report, the meetings have,
continued with deep interest. /F'wenty-
three gdults have taken a decided stand
upon the truth, making a very interesting
company of believers. Twenty-six signed

-the .covenant to keep the commandments

-and sustain meetings, and quite 3 number’
more will soon put theéir names down.

‘Tiast Sdbbath and first-day were days:
long ‘to ‘be remembered. Brethren from
Grove Lake, West Union, Greenwood, and’

"Bardhamville, canye in, a-good representa-;

‘tion-from each place, and with their chil-
dren filled our tent to overflowing. TIn:the.
prayer ‘and social imeeting in the morning,
over forty encouraging testimonies were
given by warm-hearted brethren and sis-
ters, and our dear friends who have lately
‘corne out on the truth joined in the good
works with rejoicing. Words could not
express the gladnéss of our hearts to see’
what God had wrotght.

After the social meeting, according “to
previous arrangement, we all united in a:
‘Four|
schools were represented, and over one.
hundred took part in reciting. More:than
one hundred texts of. Scripture were recit-
ed, and also the first six review lessons of |
our excellent Question Book. We had, be-
sides, concért recitations of the command-
ments and books of the Bible, and a short’
but interesting review of the second chap-.
The proficiency of the chil-
dren in Bible knowledge was remarkable
and truly gratifying. Many said it was-
the most interesting Sabbath-school they
over attended. \

At two o’clock p. ., the children were.
gathered together and we tried to speak to
them from Kcel. 12:1. The Lord helped;
in a good ‘degree to show the young that
through pride and exaltation of heart,
more than-any other one thing, were they
in danger of forgetting God.  The social
meeting at the close of the Sabbath was
made very interesting by a .goodly num-
ber of the dear children joining with us in
the worship of God. It was a good day
to us all, and we can heartily recommend
Sabbath-school conventions held with the
gole desire of glorifying God, and not for
‘pleasure or display. On first-day, nine
'were baptized; others will soon go forward
‘in this-ordinance. There are now three

~comparies oftbelievers, recently brought to

a knowledge of the truth, within & distance
of twelve miles, in the towns of Round
Prairie and Burnhamville, united to sus-
tain prayer and Sabbath meetings. We

" shall be with them through the harvest

time, about three weeks, and then pitch

the tent either at Hartford or Whiteville,.

fifteen or twenty miles north.
: W. B, Hii,

"F. W. Mogrsz.

Seven Years.

Nor the seven years of plenty or the
geven -years of famine that followed, in
Egypt, in the days of Joseph; Gen. 41
nor the seven years (times, Dan. 4) that
Nebuchadnezzar ate grass as the oxen, in

which time his nails grew out like birds™-
claws, and his hair like eagles’ feathérs’;
not the seven years twice told that Jacob
gserved with Laban; Gen. 29; nor the
seven years which completed the period of
one jubilee with the Israelites, and found
every man in the possession of his estate,
from which he might previously have been
separated. Ex. 21. 'No, it is none- of
these to which we refer in the heading of
this article; but to something nearer our
own time, and to events with which the
writer is personally connected.

There is something peculiar in the
‘Scripture use of the number seven. It
originated first with God’s example in the
measurement of time, in creating ‘the heav-
ens and the earth. “In six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh
day.”” Here was one complete period of
time—a week. For this reason, it is sup-
posed, the number seven among the an-
cients came to signify ¢ completeness, or
‘the whole ” of that to which the term was
applied. So we find the term used by
New-Testament writers. The seven spir-
its of God,” Rev. 3:1, meaning &ll the
manifestations of that “one Spirit.” Eph.
4,  “The seven churches,” Rev. 1:4,
mearing all ‘the church of the gospél
period. “The .seven last plagues,” Rev.
16, meaning.all that series of Glod’s judg-
ments to be inflicted upon the people.

As the number seven'is a complete

| period, at the close, either of the week or'’
Jor of seven years, it is a good time to

‘refléct upon God’s mercies and blessings

‘| recéived by us during that time.

"Boven years! How short they .seem
‘when passed ! Seven years ago to-day the.,
-writer and Eld. Bourdeau first stepped
from the steamer “Golden City ’’ upon the
'Boil of Qalifornia. Welanded July18, 1868,
in ‘San Francisco, with our new sixty-feet
tent, to ‘enter upon the work ‘of proclaim-
.ing the great theme of Christ’s second

| coming and to urge a jpreparation to meet

him. When we contrast to-day with that
day we see reason to take courage and to
rejoice in the mercies of God. Then, we
had no church here. Scarcely an iadi-
vidual had.even heard of us or our mis-
‘gion. Now there are not far from seven
‘htindred, up and down this coast, in Cal-
‘ifornia, Oregon, and Washington Terri-

| tory, ‘whose heaits are in full sympathy
{with the work. “Then, upon this coast there

'were wo -churches, or companies of Sab-
Jbath-keepers. with whom to meet; hnow,
there are some twenty churches and smaller
bands of seventh-day keepers who meet
for worship upon God’s holy Sabbath,
besides scattered individuals who revere
God and his holy law. '
Then, our operations here were carried
on by the contributions of our lberal
brethren in the East, as we received the
first year less than $50 from those who had
espoused the cause here; now there is

\sl);s'tématica'.‘lly raised upon this coast for
‘the support of the message, between four
and five thousand dollars each year, be-
sides many private donations for the same

- purpose.

Then, all our papers game from the East
by way of the Isthmus, we not receiving

| them until five weeks after they left the

press. in Battle Creek, and letters reqnired
gsome two. or three weeks for their tranit,
as the overland railroad was then incom-

lete. Now we read our Eastern period-
lcals and letters about six days from the
time they are mailed. This, and the in-
terest our older brethren and sisters have
manifested in the work here, makes it
geem as though two thousand miles, at
least, had dropped out of the distance be-
tween us.

Then, we had no T. & M. Society to
come in as a right hand man in this work,
to assist in scattering the seeds of truth;
.now, we have our well-organized State so-
ciety, with its efficient corps of officers and
workers doing efficient labor in scattering
tracts and periodicals. Already can they
point to many instances where souls have,
by their agency, been brought to the truth.
Hy;'x_'e also is our State Conference, perma-
nently organized, and our Pacific S. D. A.
Publishing Association with its $28,000
subseribed capital stock, and its publishing
house in process of erection in Oakland.
And not by any means least in the cat-

| alogue of agencies, is the Signs of the Times,

published in the interests of this cause,
making its weekly visits to nearly four
thousdnd subscribers, and at least ten
thousand readers,

Although this paper has but just com-
pleted the first year of its existence, it has
proved itself to be a great power in con-

nection with this canse. Not only is this
the case in its furnishing s medium of
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communication for our brethren and sis-
ters, more handy of access than the Raz-

VIEW, bringing quicker reports of our own

labor in this home field, thus giving fresh
life to the cause here; but scores have al-
ready reported, not only in California, but

in other States, that they had commenced.

to be Christians and to observe God’s
Sabbath, from reading the Signs of the
Times.

While we make these contrasts, and'

mark progress, and recount these ad vance-
ments, such evident tokens of God’s hand in
the work, we have reason to praise the Lord.
We cannot sit down complacently as
though our work was done.
means:. We see work ahead, and oppor-
tunities for earnest labor, with which, in
comparison, the past is only child’s play.
What may, not be done, if preachers,
writers, publishers, Tract and Missionary
workers, alf take hold in the spirit and ear-
nestness which our cause demands, and
which its relation to the times and events
around us demand.

Our heart exults in God our Saviour to-
day for what he has done for us in. geven
yoars, and more especially for what he has
done for his own precious cause, not sim-
ply here on the Pacific Coast, but all over
the world. It is not that we have not had
trials, afflictione, bereavements, and hours
.of sadness, that we thus rejoice, but God’s
hand has been get to the work, his grace
has sustained hitherto, he lives and reigns,
and he will speed on his cause to certain
victory,' whether we remain faithful or not.
He could do withont us, but we cannot do
without the truth, nor without God, if so,
we would have “no hope in. the world.”
To continue in the living Vine, seekin
still to be a fraitful branch, shall be our
earnest labor.

. If the theory be true that all the essen-
tial particles of the body are changed once
in seven years, then the writer must be set
down from this date as a Californian; for
seven years to a dayhavewe beennourighed:
from the productions of her golden soil.
For all this we have not lost our love.for
the dear saints of God with whom we
were wont to meet in past years; and. we
rejoice in their prosperity as well as that
of California. God’s cause is one, omr
rmesgage is -to the world. His servants
should be “ God’s free men,” ready to go
as ‘“ambassadors for Christ’ wherever.
the providence of God may indicate. As
we enter upon a new cycle of time, we re-
solve, with God’s grace, to devote our life
to his service wherever our lot may be.
Brethren, pray for us.

J. N. LoucHBOROUGH.
Bloomfield, Cul., July 18, 1875,

Give an Account of thy Stewardship.

'THE office of a steward is one of responsibility
on account of the interests of others over which
he has charge, and because his work is to be
inspected. But few, comparatively, are quali-
fied for this calling. Oaly persons of sound
judgment, energy and perseverance, will sucoeed
in i6. ‘ '

In the providence of God, man is chosen to
be a steward of the King of kings. The com-
mand is: “Son, go work to-dayin my vineyard.”
None in this service are exempt from labor.
He apportions to his subjects the place he
wishes them vo fill, and the reward is made sure
to the faithful laborer, Most overlook the
future. recompense, and so only: make sure of
what they can gain in this state of existence,
Perhaps they never take into aceount the fact
that they have no hold on eternal- life, as that
was forfeited in the garden of Eden. Hence,
they do not realize that the reward of ¢ eternal
life,” which is promised to those who, ¢ by pa-
tient continuance in well-doing seek for glory
and honor and immortality,” so far surpasses
every earthly consideration that no obstacle
should hinder them in its pursuit.

Obedience to. the Master’s requirements is
indispensable. Those who think they may vary
from the principles God has given, need only
refer to the experiences of those whe have dis-
obeyed his rules, and marked out paths of their
own. He says that he iy ““a jealous God;”
Ex. 20:5; and that he “is not slack>concern-
ing his promise, as some men count slackness.”
2 Pet. 3:9. It requires the exercise of all our
energies to serve “ the King eternal, immortal,
invisible, the only wise God.”

None need fear “to do any thing that will
bring honor, and glory to Him, though the act
be despised by the world,” He who is 80 ex-
act as to reward the donor for “a cup of water
. only in the name of a disciple,” will keep a
record of words calenlated to encourage and help
others, andalso of words designedto detract from
and cut off the influence of others.

A very essential quality for one who is called
to deal with minds is self-control. ¢ Know
thyself,” is now, as it has ever been an important

Not by any |

g | about the rarest, utterance one ever hears,

lesson. And nexbto nothing ean beaccomplished
without virtue. Humility, too,standshighon the
list of Christian graces, although it is not easily
attained; and selfishness must be eradicated, if
we would render to God acceptable serviee.
In many cases, the followers of Immanuel have
to pass through fiery ordeals in order to gain
these virtues, and be fitted for duty. He
chooses and prepares ¢ the poor of this world
rich in faith;” and those who imitate the ex-
‘ample given, and realize the importance of the
work, will be successful. It is not necessary

heirs of the kingdom. In many cases, the
cause of poverty 18 lack of judgment.

It cannot be supposed that individuals thus
constituted are especially regarded. But the
word says, ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit. . . .
‘Blessed are the pure in heart.”” Those who
-esteem others better than themselves are the
chosen,

All who engage in the service of God will
be thoroughly tested. The rich and the poor.
-must alike submit to the King’s requisitions.
- He disciplines all whom he will welcome within
those pearly gates. The majority are so inter-
ested in their surroundings that they will not
‘be willing to follow the Leader in the cross-
bearing way. But some will keep the com-
mandments to whom it will be said, « Well
done, good and faithful servant,” and such will
be permitted to ses the city in. its richness, and
in his beauty. A. W. Gourp.
West Wilton, N. H.

Bogus Confession.

“A real, genuine, bona-fide confession is
We
know some excellent people who never in their
lives, never, at all events, since their maturity,
‘have gone frankly to the public, their church,
or their most intimate friend, axd said, ‘I was
wrong; I am sorry, forgiveme.” As a matter of
curiosity, we wish the reader would stop right
here, and see if he can recall one solitary. instance
in which he has done this,

“There is plenty of bogus confession ; but of
real, honest confession, very little. There is
the - confession commendatery. ‘I tell you,’
says Mr. A, ‘T have got an awful tem-
per. It flames up mighty quick, don’t last long,
but it’s hot while it burns. There’s consider-
able lion in me, and it's got to come out’ He
thinks he has made a confession. Not at all.
He has been patting himself on his back, and
pluming himself on his gin. The peacock is
npt. prouder of his tail than this man of his pet
passion. .
~ “There is the confession general. The man
catches up the general confession of public
prayer, and repeats it over and over in prayer-
meeting, in family prayers, at his own bedside:
‘Y have done the things T ought not to have
done, and I have left undone the things I ought
to havedone, and there is no health inme,” Now,
the confession of a congregation must be in gen-
eral terms; but the confession of an individual
to his own conscience and his God ought to be
particular, If Harry were to come to me Mon-
day night with, ¢ I have done the things I ought
not to have done, and there is no health in me,
good. night, father,” and again on Tuesday night
with, ¢ I have done the things, ete., good-night,
father, by Wednesday night I’ should stop him
and say, ¢ Hold, here, a minute; tell me what
are some of the things you have done you ought
not to have done, some of the things you have
left undone you ought to have done” I should
ask. him in the language of the lawyers, to give
me a bill of particulars. Confession in mere
general terms of general sinfulness is no_con-
fession at all,.

“There is the confession theological. This
is the declaration of an article of belief. It is
in effect an orthodox syllogism, thus: ¢ All
men are sinners ; I am a man; therefore I am
a sinner.” Sometimes it is put in a less ortho-
dox way, thus: ¢ Oh, yes! I suppose I am a
sinner. All'men are sinners. And I do not
pretend to be any better than my neighbors.

“ There are three occasions when a man has
nothing to do with his neighbors; viz., when
he is born; when he dies; and when hestands
before God’s judgment-seat. And there is a
fourth occasion when he had better. forget his
neighbors, namely, when he stands before his
own conscience t0 be judged. Correct views
concerning the general sinfulness of the race
are important; but they are unimportant com-
pared with correct views concerning our indi-
vidual selves. We have koown men as proud
ag Lucifer, who were unimpeachably orthodox
concerning Adam’s fall and general depravity ;
and we have known men who have held- views
a great deal more charitable than philosophical
respecting human nature in general, who keenty
felt their own sins and shortcomings, and their
own need of a personal Saviour. :

ineorporate in our creed a general recognition

that persons should be destitute in. order to, be.

to join in the loud anthem of praise to the King

"| we have a right:to differ.

“Tt i3 very easy to brag of our sins; or to
roll off by rote formal confessions of sins, or to-

of the general sinfulness of mankind. But
those are a]l bogus confessions. So go to God
and say, ‘In that business transaction I

was mean:; in that one I lied; in that word to|
my wife L. was cruel and: barbarous, I might.|,
better have struck her a blow with my hand |

than with my tongue ; in.that punishment ofmy.
child I was tyrannieal and unjust; I have been
selfish, proud, false, mean’ This is a matter,
which pertains to self, but,it is just the hardest
thing any man is ever called on to do. No
penance imposed by pope or priest, no pilgrim-
age by Mohammedan devotee but would be easier
to average humanity.
of confession that means anything, — Christian
Weekly.

A personal, frank, square. confession, how

exceedingly hard to make, as' we all know who |

have had occasion to try it. How seldom are
such confessions heard; and yet'all others are
bogus, only adding hypocrisy to sin. The above
words are. sound, and-should be heeded by us
all. D. M. CaNgiGHT.

AlY Scripture Is Profitable.

SucH is the testimony of the inspired pen- |

man. It does not, however, seem to be the,
generally received opinion of people now-a-
days.. They like to use their liberty in regard.
to this. While one thinks a certain portion
is more essential than others, another person
or party ignores almost entirely the portion re-
garded 0 essential by the first, choosing some

other doctrinal point to be the chief, without |

which salvation 18 impossible. And s0 among

go many discordant views, it.is acceded that

friend- wrote- me recently, ‘‘we are made to
differ.”

We hardly think our Saviour ever granted
such liberty; and if he did not, those who
ery, ¢ Christ, Christ;” to the ignoring of the
Old Testament, the law, and the prophets,
should use the argument sparingly. That all,
Seripture is profitable is the testimony of Paul,
and; it would be hardly worth while to ent%r
t

erence to. the. Old-Testament. Seriptures, as
they. were. the ones that Timothy had. under-
stood from a-child, the ones to which he re-
ferred, and the only ones then extant. If the
disoiples and the early Clristian church could
derive so much profit from them, why may
not we?

They were given to serve various purposes,
the first oft which was for doctrine, Then
there are fundamental points upon which to
base our faith. We should understand these,
so that we may build upon the same foundation
that the apostles and prophets did, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone. Then,
again, they serve for reproof. Tooking into the
perfect law of liberty, we see ourselves as we
are, and, our evil deeds coming to the light,
we are reproved. We are liable to get out of
the way—drawn into forbidden paths. Fere,
again, we find:the Scriptures, the Old Testa-
ment as well ag the New, a guide to our feet
and a lamp to our path. David said, « Con-
cerning the works of men, by the word of thy
lips, I have kept me from the paths of the de-
stroyer.”

Finally, as an instructor in righteousness, |

every part of the divine word is needed. How
often we find just the help we need in opening
to various portions which are applicable to
our condition and adapted to our poverty and
wretchedness in times of trial and distress!
And in times of rejoicing the sweet psalms of
David express better than we can express
them our ground of hope, joy, and trust. .
Even the éxamples of wicked and apostate
men, and the failures of God’s professed peo-
ple, become a source of most valuable instruc-
tion to us, that we may shun the &angers and
pitfalls into which some of them fell. = We
find that all the difficulties and degradations
into which men and nations have been pluaged
has resulted from a disregard of the prinei-
les of righteousness which have been placed
efore them ;. so.that, if they had clung to
God and his testimonies, they would have had
their feet firmly planted on a foundation which
neither floods nor flames could have maved.
The subject of the Holy Seriptures, and their
power to profit and save the belidver, is an in
exhaustible one. Our feeble thoughts eannos
express, nor pen describe, the halo of ‘glory
that shines from the entire word of inspiration.
when, with our hearts illuminated by the Holy
Spirit, we are able to comprehend sowething,
of’ their inestimable’ value and wmagnitude.
For such a precious gifs, with David let us
say, ¢ Let everything that hath breath praise
the Lord.”” A. M. LiNDSLEY.

A SNEER is the weapon of the weak. Like
othér weapons, it is always cumningly ready to
our hands, and there is more poison in the
handle than in the point. But how many no-
ble hearts have withered with its venomous stab,
and been fettered with its subtle malignity.

Andit is only this sort |

People think, as a |

WEEDS AND BEEDS.

I mAp a garden and s little child,

And in them both there grew so many weeds—
So.very rank and tall they grew, and wild,

I saw no place to plant the goodly seeds.

: And many hours I spent in weary toil, ‘
*Mid burning suns and.storms of childish tears,
To root the weeds from out my garden’s soil
Which to the tiller's eye 8o vile appears,

Yet day by day my care seemed all for naught;

In despite of my toil still grew the weeds,
-And the free soil for which my hand had sought
I found nowhere to plant the goodly seeds.

: A kindly neighbor saw me o’er the wall,

 And asked me why I toiled so long for naught;

“For thus,” said he, ‘‘thou wilt not work their fall
Nor gainthe end for which thou long hast wrought.

. ¢ Put in thy, plow, then plant the clover seeds,
. And mark me if I speak thee not the truth;
The seeds will grow and choke the hateful weeds
To which thy tireless hand hath shown no ruth.”

Ah, kindly neighbor, o’er the garden wall,
Thou’st taught me what I had much need to know :
To fret not-at the weeds which grow so tall,
But hagte with liberal hand my seed to sow.

I sought the heart-seil of my little child,
No Jonger:now.to rudely pull the weeds.

With God’s owa truth I plowed the fruitless wild,
In faith and love I thickly sowed the szeds.

And now my garden yields me fragrance sweet;
From laden boughs I pluck the golden fruit;
My siokle now may find a harvest meet,
There soattering weeds find scarcely space to root.
—Christian at Work.

<4<

The Moabite Stone.

A very singular and striking confirma-
tion of the truth of certain ancient Bible
records has lately been brought to light.
The land of Moab, lying east of the Jordan
and Dead Sea, being under Turkish rule,
and the authorities being jealous of all the
movements of travelers, has been a land of
mystery, and few and far between have
been explorations of it.  In 1866, Rev. F.
A. Klein, a Prussian migsionary at Jerusa-
lem, traveling in Moab under the protection
-of fan Arab Sheik, discovered a remark-
'able stone among. the ruins of the ancient
ity of Dibon. The stone was originally
- three feet and five inches in hight, and one
foot nine inches in width and thickness,
with an ingcription of thirty-four lines. ’

It is believed that originally there were
eleven hundred letters on the stone, but
only six hundred and sixty-nine; have been
restored, as it was partially broken in.
pieces after curiosity concerning it had led
the Arabs to suppose it valuable, and that
money could be obtained for thegseparate
pieces. The insoription was in the ancient
characters used by the inhabitants of
Moab, and having been deciphered by
adepts in this species of lore, it ig satis-
factorily ascertamed that the inscription is
older than most of the Old Testament, and
wag withous doubt made in the year that
- Elijah the prophet was translated to Heav-
‘en. It reads like a chapter in the Bible,
‘and gives strong confirmation to the facts
related in the inspired volume.

It has an age of at least twenty-seven
 hundred years, being the work of a people
who dwelt in immediate contact with the
people of Israel during the whole period of
their marvelous history. The inscription
narrates the achievements of Xing Mesha,
the Moabite monarch who fought against
Jehoram and Jehoshaphat, and speaks of
the vessels of Jehovah taken from the oap-
tured Nebo and dedicated to Chemorb, the
national deity of the comqueror. The in-
scription not only depicts the wars be-
tween Israel and Moab, so vividly pictured
in the Old Testament, but strikingly illus-
trates the historical, geographical, and. re-
ligious relations of these kingdoms. There
are few occurrences more remarkable, even
in this age of surprises, than the manner in
which the Moabite stone has been awak-
ened from the sleep of nearly three thoa-
sand years, to unfold the secretsof language
and of history, and to confirm, by its em-
pliatic testimony, the essential accuracy of
the Book of books.

Obituary Jotires.

« Rlessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth®

e

B e ey

Diep, at Dayton, Ohie, July 28, 1875, my wife,
Susan J. Nichols, aged forty-four yeays, For some
unknown eause, she lost herreason, sithough appar-

‘| ently in good health, and never entirely regained

the use of her mental faculties. She refused 1«
eat, and commenced failing. -She was baptized by
Eld. Wm. Cotirell, and remained for ten years 3
wember of the Appleton church. She was loved
by all who knew her, and we deeply feel our logs.
We trust she sleeps in Jesus.

- J. B, T. Nromewr
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The Camp-Meetings.

VERMONT, ............... August 19-24, 1875.
New ENGLAND, wo..oovveee.. ¢ 26-31, ¢
MAINE, coooiviiiiviieninnne. or Sept. 227, ¢
New Yorx, ..... e € 9-14, ¢
OHIO, ...vvuuun.. «v... Sept. 30-Oct. 5, ¢
INDIANA, covviiiinnnnn... Oct,, 7-12, <<
Kansas, ....... e 0 14-19, ¢

TAKE NOTICE.
No Paper Next Week,

ON account of the camp-meeting no paper will
be issued from this Office till August 24.

728~ Next term of school opens Aug. 30,

7%~ We have received ‘No. 3 of the Sabbath
Memorial, the: quarterly issued in the- interest
of the true Sabbath by Eld. W, M. Jones, of
London, Eng. Itcontains an interesting table
giving the names of the days of the week in
Hebrew, Arabic, Persian, Turkish, Amharic,
Modern Greek, Russian, Polish, Falasha, Ben-
gali and Hindustani, Malay, German, Norman
French of the 10th and 11th centuries, French,
Italian, Spanish, Portugese, Ecclesiastical, and
Parliamentary. In all these tongues, the days
of the week are feckoned as we reckon them,
and the last or seventh day of the week is
termed the Sabbath. T UL s,

725 The Grand Rapids and Indiana R. R. will
carry passengers coming to our camp-meeting,
Aug. 10-17, for half fare from Grand Rapids to
Kalamazoo.

Luther on the Decalogue.

Herr have I become a disciple of the deca-
logue. I begin to perceive that the decalogue
is the dialectic of the gospel, and the gospel is
the rhetoric of the decalogue. Christ hag all
that Moses had, but Moses had not all that
Christ has.—Michelet’s Life of Luther, p. 416.

Disastrous Storms.

ANOTHER CHAPTER OF GLOOM.

CINcINNATI, Aug. 2.—The rain of last even-
ing was the niost disastrous of this season, in
less than two hours overflowing all low places,
washing away railroad tracks, and ruining the
crops. The Ohio, Miami and Whitewater Val-
ley lowland® ave completely inundated, and the
loss cannot be estimated.

In and around this city the destruction is ter-
rible. . Every railroad is more or less washed
out, and hardly a train is on time to-day.

On Eastern Avenue the mnd from the hills is
washed down, completely covering and filling up
the streets below; eleven houses were washed
from their foundations, and the streets are dam-
aged many thousands of dollars worth. Inmany
of the houses on Eastern Avenue the water is
two feet deep, and in some it rose high enough
to rush in torrents through the windows, com-
pletely emptying them of furniture.

This immediate locality and Cairo, Ill., are
the only places struck by this storm, it being
clear at all other western points,

Nrw Yorx, Aug. 2.—The railroads have sus- |
tained immense loss through the loss of bridges,
the giving way of embankments, and the wash-
ing away of tracks. In many instances they
have been completely blockaded by water. In
a large portion of the other flooded districts the
crop prospects are worse than for many years
past. Corn is seriously damaged, and barley is
beaten down, and all the crops have suffered ex- |-
" tensively.

3

St. Lovuls, Aug. 2.—The damage by the rain
storm is very severe in Mississippi, Missouri,
and Illinois. The railroads east are consider-
ably damaged by floods, and trains cannot run
on time. The roads in other directions are also
greatly damaged. The rivers in this section are
rising rapidly, and the heavy rains have been
very destructive to crops.

THE ENGLISH FLOODS.

New Yorx, Aug. 2.—The following is re-
ceived by mail: The rains and floods in the
midland, eastern, and northern counties of Eng-
land, have ceased. Hay-making and other agri-
cultural works are at a standstill in many places.
The low-lying portions of the country have been
covered by water, it being in many places five feet
deep. St. Ives was partially flooded, as also
were Swansea, Rugby, Bedford, Warwick, Wat-
sall, Birmingham, Leicester, Wolverhampton,
and a large number of other cities and towns, —
Detroit Daily News, :

Notice.

WE again say one word to those wishing tents
at the camp-meeting at So. Lancaster.- There
should be no delay on the part of the brethren
in corresponding with Bro. Stratton, as the man
who furnishes the tents will not agree to accom-
modate without a week’s notice.

S. N. HASKELL,

. One Hundred Dollars Each.

WE here give the names of/ those east of the
plains who have paid one hundred dollars each,
to purchase a power press, engine, and print-
ing material for the Pacific Coast. Others will
be added as fast as paid. :

Thos. Bickle ...... 100 Hiram Hunter....100

A A Bradford .....100 M Wood. ...........100
M J Bartholf & wife 100 S A McPherson.....100
James Harvey....... 100 D R Palmer......... 100
J H Bennett......... 100 C W Comings....... 100
N G Raymond.....100 Betsey Landon....100
R M Pierce........ 100 ““ A Brother”..... 500
B M Berry ........100 P S Marshall...... 100
EH Root......... 100 Wm Harper...... 100
L McCoy.......... 100 Amy Dart.........100
Jacob Shively...... 100 TIsaac Zirkle....... 100
J P Henderson....100 A W Maynard....100
TS Harris........ 100 Sidney Hart...... 100
James Raddabaugh 100 Dexter Daniels....100
GeoLeighton & wife 100 Daniel H Gould...100
Albert Belden..... 100 Mary A Hare..... 100
M. J. Olds........ 100 Geo. Lowree ..... 100
C. B. Tower....... 100 Truman Loomis...100
Henry Hilliard....100 Henry Crosbie * ..200
J. N. Andrews.....100 H B Stratton..... 100

Andrew Olsen....100
S. M. Holly......100

James H. Minisee...100
Jacob Wilbur......100

Alfred Hobbs......100 Wm Ings........ 100
Wm E Newcomb...100 R G Lockwood....100
Isaac Kaufman....100 Gustavis Barnard..100
Newel Grant...... 100 SHKing........ 100
HACraw........ 100 SH Peck......... 100-
H Brown & Son..100 *# Deceased.

Tents.,

~ TexTs can be rented for the N. Y. and Pa.
Camp-meeting at the following rates :—

24x30........ e ceeee...$13.00
16x24: ..ol ...8.00
B e 5.00
1217 .0 4.50

9XI2. .o e 3.00

Those wishing to order can do so by immediate-
ly addressing E. W. Whitney, Manlius Station,
Onondaga Co., N. Y., stating size and number
wanted. Orders to receive attention must be
received by Aug. 30.

Came-Merrivg CoMMITTEE.

Aypointments,

And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of He a ven is at hand »
Ny

*.* Services in Chicago, every Sabbath (seventh day), at
268 West Evie St. All Sabbatb-keepers spending a Sabbath
in Chicago are invited to attend.

Yermont Camp-Meeting.

No providence preventing, this meeting will
be held at Essex Junction, Vt., Aug. 19-24,
about one-half mile from the depot. Free return
tickets will be given on the ground to those who
come on ‘any of the roads controlled by the
“Vermont Central.” Half fare has also been
obtained on the Passumpsic and South-eastern

roads. We hope to see a general gathering of
our people. Come yourselves and bring others
with you. We confidently expect to see Bro.

and sister White and Bro. Smith at this meet-
ing. Provision will be made for those that
come with teams ; also a boarding tent for the
benefit of all. CoMMITTEE,

The New England Camp-bleeting.
TaIs meeting will be held on the old ground
ear South Lancaster, Mass., Aug. 26-31. As
this is the only annual meeting of the kind held
in this Conference, and many of our brethren

have had but little or no preaching during the.

past year, and as at this meeting we shall have
the labors oféBro. and sister White, we shall ex-
pect a general rally of the friends of the cause.
Commence at once to make preparations to at-
tend, and bring your unconverted friends and
neighbors, This meeting will doubtless be one
of unusual interest. Let this week be devoted
to seeking God in a special manner.

H. B. Srrarrow, ) N. E. Comp-

JaBEz C. TUCKER, Meeting

SAMURL MARTIN, Commiittee,

Maine Camp-Meeting. .

No providence preventing, this meeting will
be held Sept. 2-7, 1875, at Richmond, Sagada-
hoec Co., Maine, 1 miles from the depot, 1}
from the steamboat wharf, on the main road up
the Kennebec River leading to Gardiner, on
land owned by Wm. Grant, in a pleasant oak
grove. Bro. and sister White ars cordially in-
vited to attend.

All tents should be put up as soon as Wednes-
day, as the meeting is to commence Thursday
morning. Ample provision will be made for
this meeting.

We have obtained half fare on the Maine
Central R. R. CoMmMITTEE.

N. Y. and Pa. Camp-Meeting.

/

Trrs meeting will be held at Wright's Grove,
two and one-half miles north of the city of

Romwe, N, Y., and near the Black River Canal.
A steamboat tinder the control of the Committee
will transfer passengers and baggage from the
depot to the grounds. The Rome, Watertown
and Ogdensburg R. R., and all roads under
their control, will issue tickets at reduced fare,
which, on being signed by the secretary of the
Conference, will be good for return passage.
Those coming over these roads should call for
camp-meeting tickets in order to secure the re-
duction: An effort is being made to secure a
reduction of fare on other roads. All trains on
the N. Y. Central R.” R. stop at Rome except
one from the west and two from the east. The
same provision will be made forthe acconimoda-
tion of those who attend the meeting as has been
heretofore. It is expected. that Bro. and Sr.
White and Bro Smith will attend, and that it
will be a meeting of unusual interest.
COMMITTEE.

Yermont Conference.

THE annual session of the Vermont Conference
will be held in connection with the camp-meeting
at Essex Junction, Aug. 19-24, 1875, It is ex-
pected that the different churches that compose
this Conference will appoint delegates, so as to
be fully represented here. Let us pray that
God may give wisdom to guide in allthe business
affairs of the Conference. L. BeaN, Pres.

New England Conference.

Tae New England Conference will hold its
next annual session in connection with the
camp-meeting at South Lancaster, Mass., com-
mencing Aug. 26, and continuing until Aug. 31.
All companies of our brethren where Systematic
Benevolence is organized should send their del-
egates, and fill out their blank reports, which
each company will receive from the Secretary,
in season for the meeting.

N. E. Coxr. Com.

Maine Conference,

THE next annual session of the Maine State Con-
ference will be held during the camp-meeting at
Richmond, Sept. 2-7, 1875. Let all of our
churches and bodies of Sabbath-keepers take
the necessary steps to represent themselves by
delegation. If any cannot send a delegate, let
them not fail to send a letter. We hope to see
a general gathering at this meeting. Let none
excuse themselves and stay at home. Half fare
is obtained on the railroad.

J. B. GoobricH, Pres. Maine State Conf.

N. Y. and Pa, Conferencq.

RS

Tue N. Y. and Pa. Conference will hold its
next annual session in connection with the camp-
meeting at Rome, N. Y., Sept. 9-14.

It is expected that all churches and companies
of brethren under the watchcare of the Confer-
ence, or such as desire to be, will arrange to be
represented by delegate or letter, and will proper-
ly fill out the reports which should be made to the
Conference. And it is especially requested that
the s. B. treasurers will as soon as possible for-
ward the remainder of unpaid s. B. for the year,
to the Conference treasurer, instead of deferring
to do so till the time of the Conference.

B. L. WHITNEY, } Conf.

P. Z. KixNg, Com.

S. N. WALSWORTH,

Turre will be a district quarterly meeting of
the Towa and Neb. T. & M. Society at Brighton,
Sabbath and first-day, Aug. 28, 29, 1875. The
librarians will hold their meetings in each church
as early as the 22nd, that their reports may be
in season for the quarterly meeting. Hope all
will attend this meeting who feel interested in
the missionary cause. Will Bro. Nicola or
some other of our ministers meet with us?

W. G. BRALLIAR, Director,

QuarTERLY meeting of Dist. No. 7, of the
Towa T. & M. Society, at Peru, Towa, August
28, 29, 1875. A. J. StIFFLER, Director.

Tur next quarterly meeting of the T. & M.
Society of the churches in Dist. No. 1, N. Y. &
Pa., will'be held with the church at Olcott, Sab-
bath and first-day, Aug. 14, 15, 1875. Bro. B.

"L. Whitney is expected to be present.

W. H. EceLesron, Director.

THE next quarterly meeting of the Iowa and
Nebraska T. & M. Society, Dist. No. 1, will be
held at Waukon, Iowa, Aug. 28, 29. Let the
librarians see that a full report is sent to J. P.
Farnsworth, Waukon. We hope for a large at-
tendance. F. H. Crarman, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting of the T. & M. Society
of Dist. No. 4, N. Y., will be held at Buck’s
Bridge, the fourth Sabbath in August, and con-
tinue over Sunday. Will the librarians see that
their reports are forwarded to the secretary, H.
Hilliard, Madrid Springs, St. Law. Co., N. Y.,
in time for this meeting? We invite all to
attend this meeting who can. Business to be
attended to for Conference and camp-meeting.
We expect some one from abroad. Let us
have a general gathering.

A. H. Haiy, Director.

THE annual meeting of the T. & M. Society of
Vt. will be held on the camp-ground, Aug. 19—
24, 1875. 'We hope the directors of the different
districts will see that their reports are semt to
the State Sec. in season for this meeting.

L. BeaN, Pres.

Disr. No. 2 will lhold its next quarterly meet-
ing at Allen’s Corners, Deering, Maine, Aug. 22,
1875. 'Let all see that their reports are sent in
stason to Will E. Morton, Director.

: J. B. GoobRrICH.

QUARTERLY meeting for Dist. No. 11, N. Y.
& Pa. T. & M. Society, at Hast Otto, N. Y.,
Aug. 21, 22, 1875. Bro. B. L. Whitney is ex-
pected. = Librarians will please see that their
reports are sent so as to reach us the 18th.
Trains will be met on Friday at Cattaraugus.

S. THURsTON, Director.

QuARTERLY meeting of the churches and T.
& M. Society of Dist. No. 1, at the Mulberry
school-house, two miles west of Beloit, Mitchell
Co., Kansas, Aug. 28, 29, 1875. Will all the
brethren prepare their reports of tracts distrib-
uted, letters written, and all labor done for the
cause of present truth, and bring them to the
meeting, or forward them by mail in season.

0. O. Bripags, Director.

QuarTERLY meeting of the T. & M. Society
of Dist. No. 5, Iowa, at Caloma, August 21, 22,
1875. Wi, Morrison, Divector,

TuE next annual session of the Maine T. & M.
Society will be held on the camp-ground at
Richmond, Sept. 2-7, 1875.

. J. B. GoopbricH, Pres.
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“Not slothful in Business. Rom. 11:12.

‘A BLUE cross on the margin of your paper signifies
that your subscription will expire in two weeks, and
tltmt an earnest invitation is extended to you to renew
at once.
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48-5, John Jones 48-7,
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Nancy Chaplin 47-6, Mary A Newbury 48-6, D J Mitch-
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Ross 48-6, Samue} Woodbull Jr 48-6, R R Abbott 48-6,
J H Rogers 47-3, H C Crofford 47-9, Daniel Smith 47-
6, J M Rees 47-6, Mrs Hattie I. White 48-6, J Fargo
477, Louisa Caldwell 47-1, S D Barr 47-5, W E Lock-
wood 48-6, Jonathan Iden, 46-26, F Monow 47-6, . B
Kneeland 48-1, M A Walker 47-4, D W Bartbolomew
46-25, Reuben Hunt 47-6, T A Short 48-6, Sophia Brig-
ham 47-6, Almira Randall 47-4, L. B Wilbur 47-1, Hugl
Prichara 47-6, Robert Sawyer 47-11, Wm Pépper 47-4,
Mr Hartsborn 48-6.

Miscenuaxrous. R C Hunter 75¢ 47-6, E W Hullin-
%ver 50c 46-19, A J Lee 50c¢ 46-19. N Tolis 50c 47-6, M A

an Horn $3.00 49-1, Alvah Utley 50c 46-19, Lucy A
Lowell 50¢ 46-19, J C Manary 50¢ 46 19, Mrs T M Wal-
ter 25¢ 47-19, Wm S Frost 1.50 47-19, Training Insti-
tute 2.04 48-6, Scripture Readers Society 2 04 48-6, G
W Ball 50¢ 47-6.

! Books Sent by Mail.

Enos Terry 75¢, E M Kalloch $2.00, D M Canright
9.00, D H Lamson 50c¢, Mrs B Hale 10c, A A St John
20¢, James Elder 60c, J R Stone 1.75, O S Osborn 16¢,
Alva Curtis, M. D. 2.75, Catbarine Nicols 1.88, George
B P Copeland 1.09, J M Van Nostrand 10c, Robert Fos-
ter 10¢c, S L Helfinstine 75¢, J Bartlett 8.50, H Orlebeke
20c, D Battin 44c, R Nutting 2.00, Fred McClellan 25¢,
Mrs J B Anderson 2.00, Jard Buzzell 10¢c, F M Bragg
85c, Noah Hodges 1.00, E Van Deusen 1,81, M M Cox
15¢, Frank Hotchkiss 50¢, B B Francisco 70c, Ira M
Barrus 1.00, Josiah Ward 10c, M W Neal 1.20, Mr J D
Mowery 25¢, A O Burrill 20c, E W Farnsworth 75¢, G
W Shetdon 20¢, C H Maxwell 10¢, Geo A Shuitz 1.50,
Mrs Robert Bowen 75¢, Mrs Mary Ballard 1.05, Myron
W Harris 85¢, E Whipple 1.00, R Thompson 40¢, Mat
Wing 50e¢, A T Jones 25¢, L Rice 50c, C Long 10c,
James A Patterson 10¢, I Sanborn 75¢, Saul Donald-
son 1.00, E Hutchins 1.10, J E Curry 25¢, L Bean 3.50,
R M Johnson 10¢, Mary Brown 2.50.

Cash Recetved on Account.

Geo I Butler (per S N Haskell) $85.00, Wis T & M
Society 225,00, Robert Sawyer 3.00, John Matteson
7.00.,

Miohigan Conference Fund

Church at Alaiedon (s B) $25 00, Genoa (s B) 8.00,
Allegan (s B) 70.00, St Charles 25.00, Bushnell (s 8)
15.00, Burlington (s 8) 18.00. Spring Brook (s B) 5.00,
Carson City (s 8) 11.02.

Books Sent by Fxpress.

R F Andrews, Watseka, TIl., $45.79, S H Lane, Lig-
onier, Ind., 7.25, T 8 McDonald, Sauk Ceater, Stearns
Co., Minn., v.6, Hygiene Home, Florence, N. J., 5.00.

Gen. Conf. Fund.
Erastus & Susan Elmer $1.75.
Book Fund.
Linnie Barnes $1.00, Olivia Bunce 15 00.
Mich. T. & M. Society.

Dist No 2 $£2.60, Dist No 2 per J F Carman 40.32,
Dist No 10 2.50.

Mo. & Kan. Sufferers,
A C Woodbury $7.00.
Danish Mission,
¢ A freind ”’ $10.00.
Swiss Mission.
John F Klostermyer $10.00.
Pacific Pub. Assoctation.

E W Chapman $11.50, F H Chapman 23.00, John F'
Klostermyer 5.00, Stepnen Allchin 25.00.
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