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NO ROOM FOR JERUS.

0 rropping life! crowded so full
Of earthly toil gnd care!

The body’s daily need receives

The first and last conoern, and leaves
No room for Jesus there.

0 busy brain! by night and day
Working, with patience rare,

Problems of worldly loss or gain,

Thinking till thought becomes a pain—
No room for Jesus there.

Q throbbing heart! so quick to feel
In others’ woes a share,
Yet human loves each power enthrall,
And sordid treasures fill it all—
No room for Jesus there.

Q sinful soul! thus to debase

The being God doth gpare!
Blood-buught thou art! no more thine own;
Heart, brain, life; all are His alone—

Make room for Jesus there;

Lest soon the bitter day shall oome
When vain will be thy prayer

To find in Jesus’ heart a place;

Forever closed the door of grace,
Thou'lt gain no entrance there,—=Sel.

The ,,%wmmg

I charge thee thorefore, iéfore God; and the Lord Jesus Christ
who shall judge the quick fnd thé dead at his :@gahring and his
kingdom ; PREACH THE'WORD. 2 Tim. 4 LT

THE BIBLE AND THE PEQPLE.\

{Extraot from a Hecent Sermon by Prof. Swing,

of Chicago.]

To the multitude, the Sacred Volume tells
a straight-forward story. They see in it a
picture of the human heart in all its sinful-
ness, and in all its divineness too. They see
the dark destiny of sin and the bright des-
tiny of virtue. One is called hell, the other
Heaven. They do not descend into par-
ticulars about the region of sorrow or the
region of joy. They feel that the one is to
be dreaded, the other loved. There, on the
open page, lies the doetrine of repentance,
far more impressive in Peter and in Mag-
dalene than in any system of abstract doc-
trine. There lies the doctrine of faith in
Christ, sweeter in the group around Jesus,
in the apostles and martyrs, than in any
confession of any church. There in the
gospels lives and moves, and dies, and rises
again, the Redeemer, in a charm and power
to which the learning of commentators can
2dd nothing,. )

In fact, one may perhaps be glad that
there is an army of earth’s inhabitants, old
and young, white and black, hidden away
in the obscurity whichignorance and pov-
erty bring, to whom human wisdom in the
form of “eternally begotten,” and «eter-
nally proceeding,” and* limited atone-
ment,” and “inability,” has never come,
but to whose hearts the Bible tells its
simple story as a mother talks to her con-
fiding child. Much of modern theology is
only great banks of cloud rolling up be-
tween the human family and the moral sun.
Ags the damp vales of earth, and the bitter
ocean, are always exhaling vapors that keep
our sky clouded and that expose the beau-
tiful earth to perpetual storm, so from the
intellect, in 1ts extravagant vanity, clouds
arise that hide both Creator and Saviour
from the upturned faces of mankind,

Upon Goat Island, in Niagara, upon a
Sunday, years ago, I found, hidden away
at the root of a tree, a servant from the
hotel reading in his Testament about the

( the warning voice of the watchman.

crucifixion, He was an old, emancipated
slave. Upon being questioned as to whether
he loved that passage above all, he said he
always cried over the idea, that, for even
black men, a Christ should have died. I
wondered whether any of the formulas of
men about that death could ever entice
from a slave’s heart such tribute of weeping.
Here an humble fugitive slave came to
fulfill the image of Tennyson:—

All subtle thought all curious fears,
Borne down by gladness so complete,
He bows, he bathes the Saviour’s feet

With costly spikenard and with tears,

Thus, doubt it not, the common people
glean from the sacred page the very golden
sheaves which the Lord let fall for man.
They find them in all the wide field reach-
ing from Abraham to St. John. Not the
entire multitude will thus be found extract-
ing honey from this great field of flowers.
Man will never move in a solid phalanx to-
ward any form of good. Many are called,
but few are chosen. The downward path
is always broad, the upward path narrow.
Facilis desconsus Awverni. Hence, when I
speak of the blessings which the common
people draw from the Bible I am not dream-
ing of an unbroken host poring over a di-
vine book, but of many souls, many indeed,
that in youth and in old age, in joy and
in sorrow, in darkness and in light, are at
times taking up the Bible, to trace in it the
path of hope for time and eternity. Could
you call all these together this day from all

ly ships on our seas, they would come in
such a multitude, and so pressing the book
to their hearts, that even were you an infi-
del you would bless God that so many souls
were drawing so much happiness from the
two Testaments. The hardest heart might
weep for joy that so many had found infi-
nite peace. :

THE PEGPLE OF GOD
During the Closing Tribulation.

BY ELD. J. G. MATTESON.

THE prophet Isaiah has presented many
remarkable things relating to the people of
God in the last days. He paints their trib-
ulation, warfare, and victory, in living col-
ors. In Isa. 33:9-24, we find a very inter-
esting picture of the last trials of the peo-

le of God, and some stirring exhortations
to be faithful unto the end.

“The earth mourneth, and fadeth away.”
Isa. 24 :4. The curse devours the earth on
account of the transgression of its inhabit-
ants. Verses 5, 6. “Sharon is like a wil-
derness.” Then the Lord arises to judg-
ment. The imagined wisdom of man is
likened unto conceiving chaff and bringing
forth stubble. And the people shall be
burned in the fire as thorns cut up. Chap.
38:10-12. But the warning voice of God
shall be heard in the earth :—

“ Hear, ye that are far off, what I have
done ; and, ye that are near, acknowledge
my might, The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites.
‘Who among us shall dwell with everlasting
fire? 'Who among us shall dwell with ever-
lasting burnings?” Verses 13, 14.

Sinners and hypoerites in Zion are those
who profess to be disciples of Christ, but at
the same time do not walk in uprightness
and honesty before God. They have re-
tained their place in the church, but they
are under the control of sin. They have
deceived their fellow-men, but they can-
not deceive God. The devouring fire has
come. The everlasting burnings rage around
about them. The noisome pestilence walks
through the terrible darkness, and death is
mowing down men with his scythe, until “ a
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thou-
sand at thy right hand.” Ps. 91:6, 7.

Up to this tume, sinners have slept calm-
ly in Zion. They were not disturbed by
He

the corners of our land, and from the lone-.

cried aloud of the great day that was near,
but hypocrites smiled and would not be
disturbed. They thought, There is no dan-
ger. These warnings have sounded a great
many years. Yet all things continue as
they were from the beginning.

" But now the flames of hell have sur-
rounded them. They neglected prayer.
They forgot to watch. The inward man
was not renewed or nourished. The gold
was not purified in the fiery trials. They
never made room in their souls for Jesus,
the hope of glory. Now they do not know
whither they shall flee from the devouring
fire. Their painful cries sound terrifying
through the air: “ Who among us shall
dwell with everlasting burnings?”

They did not turn at the reproof of the
Lord, when he would have poured out his
Spirit upon them, and would have made
known his word unto them. Therefore, the
word of the Lord is now addressed to them:
“ Because I have called, and ye refused; I
have stretched out my hand, and no man
regarded; but ye have set at naught all my
counsel, and would none of my reproof; 1
also will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh; when your
fear cometh as desolation, and your de-
struction cometh as a whirlwind, when dis-
tress and anguish cometh upon you. Then
shall they call upon me, but I will not an-
swer; they shall seek me early, but they
shall not find me. For that they hated
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of
the Lord.” Prov. 1:24-29. Oh! how
these words will pierce like pointed arrows
through the hearts of thousands, when dark
despair enshrouds them like a pall on the
great day of the Lord.

It seems as though none could be pre-
served in that terrible hour, yet the Lord
will preserve and save his children. The
pestilence shall not come nigh to them.
“Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold
and see the reward of the wicked.” DPs.
91:7,8. There is a people who can dwell
with the devouring fire, whom the Lord will
hide for a little moment, until the indigna-
tion be overpast. Isa. 26 :20. Who, then,
shall be numbered with this people?

“ He that walketh righteously, and speak-
eth uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of
oppressions, that shaketh his hands from

tholding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears

from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes
from seeing evil. He shall dwell on high;
his place of defense shall be the munitions
of rocks; bread shall be given him; his wa-
ters shall be sure.” Isa. 33:15, 16.

The religion that leads in this way is the
religion of Christ, 'The grace that pro-
duces such fruits is the saving grace of
God. DBlessed is the man who thus re-
ceives Christ, and follows his footsteps, for
this is to walk righteously; who bridles his
tongue, and governs his ternper; who would
rather be poor than get gain by oppressing
and deceiving his fellow-men; who would
not change his judgment for money; who
shuts his ears and eyes from the many evil
things that are in this world. The angels
of God will encamyp round about him in the
evil day. He shall find a habitation in the
midst of the wilderness—a shelter with the
Most High.

Ancient Israel waded through plagues
and tribulations before they were delivered
from the bondage of Egypt, and entered
the promised land. So likewise must the
Israel of God through much tribulation en-
ter the heavenly Canaan. This will be the
case in a special manner when the seven
last plagues are poured out upon the earth.
The sun scorches with great heat, until the
seed is rotten under the clods; the pastures
are desolate; the herds of cattle and flocks
of sheep perish; while the food is cut off
from the eyes of men. Joel 1:15-20; Rev.
16 :8, 9. The sea, rivers, and fountains of
waters turn to blood. The thirsty people
cannot find one drop of good water to cool
their parched tongues, and the air is filled
with poisonous substances from the multi-

tude of decaying fish; for life has departed
from every soul in the sea.

Then this promise of God will be very
precious to his suffering people: “ Bread
shall be given him; his waters shall be
sure.” Once more the Lord will open the
heavens with manna for his waiting Israel.
Once more their thirst shall be slaked with
water from the flinty rock, called forth by
the word of the Lord,

As the Lord appears unto his people to
be tarrying, he comforts them in much
mercy: “ And therefore will the Lord wait,
that he may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will he be exalted, that he may
have mercy upon you; for the Lord is a
God of judgment; blessed are all they that
wait for hin.” Isa. 30 :18.

The Lord points his waiting people to
Jerusalem, where they soon shall dwell:
“For the people shall dwell in Zion at Je-
rusalem; thou shalt weep no more, He
will be very gracious unto thee at the voice
of thy ery; when he shall hear it, he will
angwer thee.” Verse 19,

Their thirst shall be satisfled in affliction
and their hunger supplied in the great dis-
tress. “ And though the Lord give you the.
bread of adversity, and the water of afflic-
tion [Danigh version: And the Lord will
give you bread in adversity, and water in
affliction], yet shall not thy teachers be re-
moved into a corner any more, but thine
eyes shall see thy teachers. And thine ears
shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This
is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to
the right hand, and when ye turn to the left
[Danish: When ye would have turned to the
right hand or to the left].” Verses 20, 21.

There were but few teachers among the
people of God. They had to travel contin-
ually from place to place. The parting
scene was often painful. But now (during
the time of the plagues) there are no more
warnings to be given to sinners, The time
of graceis past. Preachers and hearers are
together waiting for the solemn hour of de- .
liverance,

The office of Jesus as high priest has then
ceased. The ministration in the heavenly
temple is finished when the seven last .
plagues begin. Rev. 15:8. Then the
people of God must be free from sin, not
only in deed, but also in word and thought.

This seerns to them impossible; for they
are still mortal creatures, and with the best
intentions they can easily make mistakes.
But the angels of God are round about
them, They keep thew in all their ways.
‘When they would twrn to the right or
left, becausc their judgment is not sufli-
cient for the emergencies, the good angels
lead themn gently in the straight and narrow
way.

]}Sear reader, consider how gracious the
Lord is, and how wiscly he has arranged
everything for our salvation. When the
towers fall in the day of the great slaughter, .
there will be distress and anguish among
the children of men. ¢ And the Lord ghall
cause his glorious voice to be heard, and
shall show the lighting down of his arm,
with the indignation of his anger, and with
the flame of a devouring fire, with scatter-
ing, and tempost, and hailstones.” Verse
30. Then the fire of Tophet shall burn, as
the prophet declares, like a pile of much
wood, like a stream of brimstone, Verse
83. But the Lord will save his people
with a glorious salvation. “The light
of the moon shall be as the light of ;the
sun, and the light of the sun shall he
sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the
day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of
his people, and healeth the stroke of their.
wound.” Verse 26. 4

“ And when these things begin to come -
to pass, then look up, and lift wp your-
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”
Luke 21:28. In the midst of their afflic-
tion, the Lord bids his people look: up..:
“Thine eyes shall see the king in his-heait- -
ty; they shall behold the land that is-very "
far off.” Isa. 33:17. . .
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[Vor. 47, No. 2.

Jesus was a blessed child to look upon,
even in his human weakness and ‘poverty.

It was a happy moment for old Simeon |

when he, after a long and weary time of

waiting, could say: “ Lord, now letﬁest'thou

thy servant depart in peace, ‘coording to
thy word; for mine €yes have seen thy sal-
vation.” Luke 2:29,30. Yet it must be
far more glorious to behold Jesus as a king
when he comes in all bis heavenly .glory.
What a blessed sight to those eyes which
often were wet and tired frow teaprs and
sorrow ! Then the tears of -waiting and
longing shall no more roll down the fua-
‘rowed cheeks, when the Lion of the tribe
of Judah shall comie from the paradisc of
Grod with the sweet morning glory of cter-
nal bliss.

‘When Christ left this world, he “went
into a far country to reccive for himself a
kingdom, and to return. ”  Luoke 19:12.
Now he is coming to take you home to this
“far country "__the heavenly Canazm, the
blessed paradise of ‘God.

Human plans and offices pensh Your
heart is terrified by unexpeetéd events.
The cnemies of God speak scoffing words.
Isa. 83:18, 19. But they shall soon perish.
Then the Kln‘-‘" will give unto these who
have kept his Father’s commandments ac-
cess to the tree of life, and- they shall- enter
'in through the gates of the city.- Rev, 22:
14. Rejoice, O daughter of Zion. Thy

King cometh with'the clouds of heaven.

He comes with gentle words and hegvenly
comfort. Lift up your weary eyes from the
valley of tears, from the great tribulation
of the last days.
¢ity of our solemnities; thine eyes shall see
Jerusalem a quiet habitation.”  JIsa. 83: 20,

O weary soul, let not your eoura,g‘e fail,
Look wupon the city where God’s people
shall assemble. Here we often foumi but
little room. Many doors were! locked
againgt us and agginst the truth of-God.

Often: we were but - foew, and Bomeétimes.

Ouwr fellow-men in thée “world
Yet

lonesome.
counted us with fools and heletl«s

. God did show us the path of life, and he‘

will give us fullness of- joy in his: présence,
and happy mansions at his right hand for-
ever (Danish translation). Ps. 16. "There
arc many mansions in the Fathér’s house,
John 14. And the Master has prepared

them very gloriously.. You will be ‘much-

astonished when Jesus leads you into your
heavenly home; for the beautiful things he
has prepared for you willexcel alI th@ glory
you ever could i 1ma.gme

Zion is the city of our solemnities. All
the children of God:bring their honor and
glory into the city of the great King." The
glory of God shineg in it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof. Then mistal&es and mist
understandings are paﬂf; forever. - Every
soul that is washed in the blood of the
Lamb shall shine like the sun in the eternal
kingdom. All }}31 rty spirit is gone.- Every
Leart beats in heavenly harmony. Every
tongue praises God and the Lamb., O
blessed hour, draw nigh! Let mine eyes
sce Jérusalem. Let my soul rest: in thy
quiet hablta’mons - There is 1est fol the
weary. :

The heavenly habitation is a strong tab-
ernacle. Ilere the stakes-are often pulled
out when we pitch our tents, and the ropes
are broken, Sometimes the storm  tears
down our tents; and when thatis’ not the
case, we have to pull the stakes oumelves
and move; for we: have no abidin

here. But there we shall never feel the
power of the shifting winds. The howhng
storm is changed into a heavenly calmy
the -moving tents into a city ‘that- hath
foundations, a kingdom that eannst be
moved. There the Lord will be glorious
anto us. He is our Judge, onr Law: iver,
our King. He will save us. “And the in
habitant shall not say, T am sick. -~ The peo:
ple that dwell therein shall be forgivett their
iniquity.” Tsa. 33:24.

Dear reader, have you obtained: the for
giveness of your iniquities?.
found healing in “the wounds of Jesus?
Ave you a sinner in Zion, who sopn- with

‘u embling will endeavor in vain to fleé from’

he devouring fire?: Or have you turned
ﬁ om your idols to serve the living and tine
God, and to wait for his Son from Heéaven?

Are you making advancement inthe way
of life? or does lukewarmuess hinddr your
spiritual growth? ‘Do you learn i
Saviour, who was meck and lowly [
or do the world and the- flesh still ule in

your mind? Search yourself in® the sight|

of God, who is acquainted with all. ‘your se-
eret thouohts
plesumptuous 1‘epa)e to meet: yom God.
Then you shall goon see the King -in his

beauty, and find an’ eternal home I Zmn,‘

the city of out soleminities.”
Pt Atkinson, Wis., Dec. 15, 1875,

two hours; but in doing so they have the

“Took upon Zion, the

 crucified. Luke 24:21.

 voyage from Camsarca to Rome, Luke saysg
h

Have you

¢ | ever in the heart of the earth?

Be tot discouragd, neither |

IN THE HEART OF THE EARTH
— d" C#‘Lu/mf

“For as Jonas was three ays and three
nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son
of man be three days and threc nights in
the heart of the carth.” Matt. 12: 40,

This passage of Seripture has in the past
been made the basis of one of the greatest
.objeetions brought by skeptics against the
word of God, and even now many are
troubled to harmonize it with other decla-
rations of the Bible. It is a fact generally
acknowledgedy a and clearly established, that
our Saviour lay in the tomb but two nights;
yet many contend for the three nights, and,
m tl'ylnﬂf' to harmonize the e uptulos upon
the point, take some strange positions.

One class contend for the whole seventy-

Saviour rise on the same hour of the day
in which he was buried; namely, late in
the afternoon, or near sunset. But as he.
was first seen carly in the morning of the
first day of the weck, it is inferred that he
must have risen on the previous day, which
was the Sabbath. \Vlth this view, Churist
must have been put in the tomb as early as
Wednesday.

Another class do not contend for the full
time—only the three nights. Because, say
they, the text just as certamly says three
nights as three days,and if the phrase “ three
days” means some part of cach of those
days, so “threc nights” must mean some
part of cach of those nights. Thercfore,
this class will have the Sanour buried
Thursday.

It would scem that the advomtes of these
views must have overlooked some very
plain points of scripture; for we find our
Saviour while talking with his disciples (and
when he was alone with them hie spoke
‘plainlyg Mark 4:34) saying repeatedly that
‘he should be killed, and be raised the third
day. See Matt. 16:21; 17:23; 20: 19; Mark
9:31; 10:34; Luke 9:22; 18:33. And we
have also the statement from the two that
went to Emmaus on the day of his resurrec-
tion that that was the third day sinee he was

Just what is meant by the expression
“third day” can be determined by the use
made of it in the Seriptures. Christ said,
“Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast
out devils, and do cures to- d&y, and to-mor-
row, and the third day I shall be perfected.”
Luke 13:32. Also in the account of Paul’s

Acts 27:17— 19) that they undmgnded t
-ghip,. the next day they lightened it, and
the third day they ecast out the tackhng,
thus making the day of undergirding the
ship the first day of the series,

In recording the cvents of the crucifixion
day, Luke says, “ And that day was the
preparation, and the Sabbath drew on.”
Chap. 23:54. And Mark sa)s,(chap 15:

@ “Tt was the preparation, that s, the day
béfore the Sabbath.”
preparation day the first in the count, the
Sabbath would be the second, and the first
day of the week the third, which makes
perfect harmony between the declarations
of Christ and the subsequent statements.of
the evangelists.

But, says the objector, you have only two
nlghts in the count, and what will you do
with the text at the head of this article? for
our Saviour says he shall be in the heart of

Now, makmg the !

“Look unte me, ﬁand be ye saved all the
ends of the eart}
«;wmclmw sa. 45 :22. Nothing is
slainer than that the carth refemed to in
these texts must mean the people. Again,
we read in Mark 1:5, concerning the work
of John in the wﬂdernes&, “ And there went
out unto him all the land of Judea.,” It is

evident that the vaPlC are referred to, and |

not the land.

At the time referred to in the text, no
people could ,more appropriately be styled
the “heart of the earth” than the Roman
nation. They had pushed their conguests.
until they were recognized as the heart and
center of all the powers of earth. All
other nations had become tributary to them,
and even the parents of our Lord responded
to the summons of the Roman emperor to
appear and be enrolled for taxation. Lwnke
2: 1-5.

Christ was delivered by Judas into the
hands of the soldiers the same night that
he ate the passover with his dlsmples,
which was the evening before the prepara-
tion day, and continucd in their hands until
he was crucified. Then a guard was placed
before the tomb, guarded his body
until he was raised and released from their
power. Itis just as true that the Saviour
was in their power from the time of his be-
trayal until his erueifixion as it is that he
was in their power while in the tomb.

No power on carth could have taken him
until the appointed time arrived for him to
be delivered up, and no power could hold
him after the summons was given for him
to come forth. The case of Jonah was the
same. The fish had no power to take him
until he was delivered up; and when he
was again placed on the land, he was as
safe from danger as before starting on his
perilous jonrney.

So if Christ was delivered into the hands
of the people the evening before the prep-
aration, which would correspond with our
Thmsday evening, and remained in their
power until his resiwrection, then there is
some analogy between his case and Jonah’s,
and we sec no difficulty in finding the threc
nights spoken of in the text, nor will we be
ot of harmony with other seriptures in
making the above application of the text.

FrO=LloRTISE

REVIEW OF STORR.

The Sabbath Law and Sabbath Penalty.

Erp. Storr: “The Sabbath was to be a
sign between God and the children of Is-
rael forever; Ex. 31:17; that is, as long
as they should exist as a nation, or have
the land of Canaan for an everlasting pos-
session; Gen. 17:8; or until Christ should
come.” '

Ans. The Israel of God is perpetnated
in the Christian dispensation, as ean be
clearly proved from Eph. 2:11-22; Rom,
11:17, 24; 2:.28, 29; Gal. 37929 The
Sabbath the1efo1e, is still a sign between
God and his people. God indeed promised
the land of Canaan to Abraham and’ his
seed for an everlasting possession; Gen. 17:
83 but Stephen, in his defense before the
Sanhednm, declared that he did not give
him so much as to set his foot .on; Aets 7:
2-5; and Paul says that Isaac and Jacob
were heirs with him of the same promise;

the carth as long as Jonah was in the whale’s | that they dw elt in tabernacles; that they

belly, and the “record testifies that Jonah |
was there three days and three nights.

In examining the text, there are some
things to be taken into consideration: 1)
To whom the words were addressed; (2.
The language used in the address; an 3}
The meaning of the expression, « heart "o
the earth.” In the first place, we learn that
the words were addressed to the seribes andd
Pharisees, and it is said that Christ cver
spoke to them in parables. Matt. 13:34.
The Pharisces wore supposed to understand
‘the symbols of the Hebrew language (see
Ps. 78: 1~ 3), henee our Saviour “addressed
them in that manner.

In speaking of the heart of any objeet, it
is taken for granted that the center is
meant, Certain it is that the heart is not
at the surface. If earth in the text is to be
taken literally, it certainly must mean its
center. But we dwell upon the earth’s sur-
face, and not at its center. Then was Christ
Is there
any proof that he was put down into the
edrth at all?  'We read that he was put in
Joseph’s “new tomb, which he had hewn out
in the rock.” Matt, 27 60. The word carth
occurs many times in the Bible when it can
he taken in no other than a figurative sense.
We give a few instances, “Hear, O heav-
ens, and gnc car, O earth, for the Lord
hath spoken.” Isa. 1:2. © Heal, O carth,

P 1119, 10,

the words of my mouth.” Deut. 32:1.

were strangers and pilgrims in the earth;
and that they desired a better country, and
sought a city whose builder and maker i8
God. With these also he includes the
prophets and holy men of all former time,
and concludes that without us (Christians)
they will not be blessed; that is, they will
not receive the promised inheritance. ~Ilch.
18, 15, 16, 39. The carth is to be
and orn'en to the people of God,
the plonnse to Abraham will be
fulfilled. Dan. '7:27; Isa. 65:17-25; 2
Peot. 8:7, 13, 14; Luke 13:28, 29,

Eid. S.:
now, why not_enforee the penalty of its
violation, which was death? See Num. 15:
32-36; F*{ 31:15; 82:2, 3. If I believed
in keepnw the Jewish Sabbath, T should
feel in duty bound to stone people for vio-
lating it if T could get a chance.”

dns. Mr. 8. i3 evidently unacquaiuted
with the faet that the Jewlsh government
was a theocracy, God himself being their
king. 1Sam.12:2; 8:7. All penalties of
his violated law could therefore be enforeed.
Tt is just as great a sin to violate the law
now as it was then, but the execution of
the ‘penalty is deferred till the Judgment,
when the sccond death will be the doom of
every transgressor who has notavailed him-
self of the benefits of the atonement. The
case referred to in Num. 15:32-36, was
doubtless an aggravated one. The people

renewed
and then

« If the Sabbath 1aW is l)mdmg!

were traveling in an open, sandy, desert,]
in a warm country, and no necessﬂzy fm‘
kindling a fire existed. 5

Jesus Jus‘c}ﬁed David in takmg hallowed]
bread from the tabernacle in the days of]
Ablathal, Matt, 12:3-7, and his d1selp1es
in plucking ecorn on the Sabbath; for the;
simple reason that necessity existed. ]

If it isrequired as an act of mercy, or if}
health demands it, it is doubtless right to;
kindle a firc on the Sabbath, or to do other]
necessary thmgs but whele 1no necessity:
exists, it is just as grievous a sin now as. 1fv
was in the days of Moses.

As to ‘throwing stones, if Eld. 8. 1eally'
intends to ecarry out his prineiples, we ad-
vise profane p90p10 and undutiful children]
to beware when he is around; for the same
penalty that is attached. to a violation of}
the fourth commandment is also attachs ]
to that of the third and fifth, and he might]
feel in duty bound to execute it. See Lev.
24:15, 16; Ex. 21:17. A, Swrra,

FREE-WILL OFFERINGS.
PR—— \ 4

Wrey Moses was about to build the]
tabernaele, the Lord thus commanded hiti?)
“ Speal unto the children of Tsrael, thatf
they bring me an offering;: of every mauj
that gneth it willingly with his heart - ye]
shall take my offering.” “ And let them
make me a sanetumy, that I may dwell]
among them.” The material which was to;
be thus collected must have constituted a
very considerable part of the wealth of thaty
people; and to understand how close a test]
this invitation was, let us consider thes
circumstances under which it was given. ]

The children of Israel had been bond-]
men in Egypt, and the trcasare they pos-]
sessed, their only reward for long years of
bitter toﬂ had been wrung from their op-
pressors by the judgments of God. Doubt:
less, they looked to these to purchase sup-
plics from surrounding nations during thetr
long journey, and to aid them in settling in
their future home.

Again, the Hebrews had all the ormntal
love for display, made stronger by its re-
pression during their life of slavery, and:
they must hswe looked with proud satisfac-
tion upon their jewels, the trophies of their]
deliverance.

Now an invitation is extended to all
contrary to the dictates of worldly wisdom,’
the pleadings of vanity and pride, to bring;
these treasures, & flCG will offering to the:
Lord.

There was a stir throughout the V‘Lsta
encampment. The gay young maidén aif-
clasped her glittering ornaments, the care:
ful matron gathered her store of precious
things, strong men, the gray haired, and the
youth, helped swell the treasure, L they
were restrained from giving; for they '] had
brought much more than enough.,

Then the skillful workmen labored, the
wise-hearted women wove the eovermgs
of "brilliant hues, embroidering upon theni
shining chernbim. When all had been.¢
pleted according to the divine commian
when the taber nacle in its splendor had be
prepared for a dwelling-place of the M
High; when the sanctuaiy, the vessels,
the priests, had been consecrated, and
appropriate offerings madé, then fire came;
down from Heaven and consumed the 8-
rifices, and the glory of God filled” ﬂae
tabernacle.

These things were written for our in-
struction. Not only are we to be warnedd
by the sad history of their unbelicf, their
murmuring, their rebellion; but we shot‘:\k{),_cilZ
emulate their example of hberahty and s
votion.

There is a call extended now for offerings:
for the work of God,—whatever we hfwé
to bring—gifts of means, of time, the labor
of the hands, of mtellect; or heart. Only.
our best gifts will he aceept. Notthe feeble
remnant, after the world and our own pl
urc and ambition have been served; b
onr deepest affeetions, our ‘freshest hou
themorning of life, our bestthou hts, should
we render. It must be freely o§e1ed On-
ly the willing-hearted will be permitted’ o’
have a part in the work,” Only these,
will find & place in the records a
None dre so poor that they have hot some-
thing to bring; for it'is not the amount o
docth, but the love with which he’ wmketw,
that will make it acoe table to God. L

The sacrifice W}uclllj we often find the:
most difficult is that of (rlvmg ourselves, to
God, to be used' in his service as shall best
please him. We shrink from dischd *
duty, from bearing responsibility, fe ?
that we shall fail, and thus bring dlscie{{ (

on. ourselves. T.et us come nearer to our |

astel' let us remermber that he gave hi
Self for us, and count not our lives, o
reputation, ourselves dear, if we may but!
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show our gratitude for hig matchless love
to us.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, . . .and prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open
the windows of heaven and pour you out a
blessing that there shall notbe room enough
toreceive it.”” If his people do thus unitedly
bring in their free-will offerings, consecrat-
ing themselves entively to his service, will
not that promise be fulfilled? the'windows
of heaven be opened? and the gloty of God
be manifested in the midst of hiy people?
Will not the great ingathering of souls Tje-
gin? the refreshing be poured out, and the
coming of the Deliverer be hastened? Shall
we not, eaeh in hig own sphere, help on this
glorious work, and bring the glad day
negrer? Mary A. Davis.

AFTER US,

Tats is the way we are taken in hand.

One J. C. Douglass has issued a large-
sized, 20 page pamphlet, on pages 15-20
of which we find the following amiable ex-
piessions in reference to S. D. Advent-
st —

“Next we will take the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, who is deseribed in scripture as
the false teacher or Prophet, that was to
come on the earth in these last days, deny-

. ing the Lord that bought them, and bring

upon themselves swift destruetion.” ,
“So these Seventh-day Adventists are
compared to wandering stars; and wells

. without water. They are the false Prophets

that are to go with the Beast into the lake
of fire burning with brimstone, or into a
bottomless pit; you see a pit without a bot-
tom: there is nothing to start from to rise
again.” “The multitudes are how in a
valley of decision; all the Roman Catholie
and the Seventh-day Adventists are con-
signed to the flame.” ‘

“So it is with these filthy dreamers, the
-Seventh-day Adventists.” “You see now
why those Seventh-day Adventists have
gone to destruetion, beeause they were un-
der the ldw, they Have to judge by the law.”
“ And will you follow the Seventhiday Ad-
ventists and be sentenced to the flame: as
they are? And why; because they would
stick to the letter of the law.”

A REFTUGE OF LIES.

“Tuuy have made others to hope that
shey,would confirm the word.”, Ege. 13:6.

Man, poor deluded creatwre,:
himself to be deeeived, -and: ha
the, easy prey of Satan. , He:ihd
badly bewildered that he |
light for darkness and darkn
"The raee have gone so far in this'¢
that even those who profess to love Jesitk,
fondly cherish any thought that would
make them hope that hig eoniing is far in
the future. ~ They are very sensitive indeed
for the honor of the Son, when the subjeet
of the Sabbath is being eonsidered; but
just tell them he is eoming baek in = little
while, and they will shudder at the thought.
Oh, no! it eannot be possible that this beau-
tiful world, with its teeming millions, shall
nover realize its fond hope of a temporal
millennium. They really do not want to
see Jesus. They would much rather he
would not come, They hope that their min-
isters ean satisfy their minds by eonvine-
ing them that he is not eoming soon.

1 lately heard a novelty of dn explana-
tion, ‘whieh is satisfying some who never:
investigate for themselves, and who defive
to put off the return of the Lord. A Bap-
tist minister living in Bluffon, ‘Tnd., has
written a Commentary on Paniel and - the
Revelation, in whieh he has oOriginated
some things very peeulidr, and hiag sueceed-
ed in quelling the fears of many eeneerning |
the threatenings: contained in. Rev. 11:15-
18. These verses describe the. third and
last woe., But in-his work he gives, the
order of the trumpets and seals, and de-
clares that the seventh in each seriés pre-
ceded the first in the same sories! ‘

I had often wondered if those who cry,
“Peace and safety,” ever looked at these
chains of prophiecy. But I have ceased to
wonder, I have learned thé sclution of
the mystery. They will do anything; no
matter how absurd or false; in order to
fortify their « refuge of lies.” Kze. 13:10-18.
No matter if an angel’ (Ilev. 8:13) does an-
nounce that there are three angels yet to.
soynd after four of the seven have sounded,
and that these three trumpets are:woe trump-
ets.. Itis of no consequence that Christ has
told us that when the seventh:angel sounds

God’s unmingled wrath'is pouréd out,, and
the  destruction .of the wieked powers of

earth takes place. - It proves nothing that

the testimony does say that the saints ali
receive their reward at this time.  There is
one faet standing boldly to the front,
and every other consideration must give
plaee. The chronology of this trumpet is
fixed at the first advent, because the king-
dom of Christ is set up when it sounds;
and as it was set up at the first advent, the
seventh angel sounded before the first!
Again, it cannot be future; for if it is, there
is no plaee for the temporal millennimn!

Thus their whole faith is mounted like
a grindstone. It has for its axle the cry,
“Peace and safety,” one end resting on
the asswmption that the kingdom of Christ
was set up eighteen hundred years ago,
the other, on the false idea that the world
is to be converted. Thus it ean turn either
baekward or forward, and the face is al-
ways up to brighten their hopes and quell
their fears.

And so valn man sets at naught all the'

warnings sent in mercy. But this only
eonfirms our faith in the truth; for we find
plainly recorded on the pages of inspiration

"a propheey of the eourse that theologiang

are taking, Wi, CovErr.

LOCAL ELDERS.

Prrsons occupying the responsible position
of elder in our churches, it seems to me, need
to awake as never before, to the importance
of the work assigned them. Every local
church is God’s heritage, 1 Pet. 5 : 3, and this
heritage is committed to the charge of the
elder. He should be able to feed the flock of
God with clean provender, thoroughly win-
nowed. He should be acquainted with all
the varied ways by which a good, sound
spiritual growth may be attained.

The elder should have an oversight of ev-
ery thing that pertains to the church. He
should see that the church clerk keeps his
book properly, recording plainly all that is of
interest or importance to the church., He
should see to it that the Systematic Benevo-
lence treasurer is doing his work correctly,
and that all,"both old and young, are paying
s. B. If there i no deacon, the responsibili-
ties of this office rest upon the elder, and if
there are deacons, he should instruct and en-
courage them in the performance of their du-
ties. '

Look at that beautiful orchard. Every
tree seems to be in the finest condition. This
is not the work of ehance, but a careful, wise,
and judicious farmer has the oversight there.
Not a tree iz neglected. Pruning, training,
cultivating, guarding from destructive insects,
and everything necessary to a healthy and

- vigorous growth, is faithfully attended to in
, | seagon. And this is all right.
1 { elder, take this as an illustration.

Now, brother

Is the wise husbandman acquainted with

every tree in his orchard, whether young or
-old ¥ so should you be acquainted with every

member of the church committed to your
charge. Yot should have in your possession
a list of all the members, and every one
of these should bé considered as an invaluable
treasure, a soul for whom Christ died, and of
more worth than all the world. And a$
every one is surrounded by temptations,
snaxres, afflictions, and a great number of evils,
and evil influences, expressly calculated to pre-
vent the bringing forth of the fruits of the
Spirit, to stop spiritual growth, and to en-
tirely destroy, how highly important it is
that you, with a soul full of love for your
work, and a close examination of the book of
directions, the holy Bible, exercise a wise
supervision over God’s heritage.

To lead, in the regular meetings of the
church, is but a small part of the duty of an
elder, If this is all that is done, there will
be a rapid declension, May the Lord bless
you, reader, if such a responsibility is yours.
You need a large supply of the grace of God.
But the Lord has promised all needed help. It
is for you, within your reach. The needed
wisdom and strength is proffered by our com-
passionate Redeemer. H. A Sr. Jonn.

y
>

SELFISHNESSf THE ANTAGONIST OF
THE PEOPLE.

Sin, as Selfishness, Is Frustration of the

Divine Plan.

Tur awful invasion of sin frustrated
the divine intention, destroyed it even in its
type and model, Man aspired to beas God ;
and, from that fatal moment, his great quar-
rel with his Maker has-been a determina-
tion to assert a state of independence alto-

‘gether alien to his nature and eondition.

The standard of revolt was then ereeted,
aid the history of all his subsequent con-
duct has been the history of an insane en-
deavor to construct an empire, governe& by

q | laws aund replenished with resourees, inde-
| The idolatry and sensu- .
ality, the unbelief, irreligion, and all the |

pendent of God.

multiform sins of man, are resolvable into
this proud and infernal attempt. Having
by his apostasy eut himself off from God,
he affeets to be a god to himself, to be his
own sufficiency, his own first and last.

Sueh, however, is the intimate dependence
of man on man that it is impossible for him
to atternpt to realize this enormous fiction
without being brought, at every step, into
violent eollision with the interest of his
fellows. TLove to God is the all-eombining
prineiple whieh was to hold each individual
in adhesion to all the rest, and the whole in
affinity with God ; the loss of that, there-
fore, like the loss of the great law of at-
traetion in the material world, leaves all
the several parts in a state of repulsion to
eaeh other, as well as the whole disjoined
from God.

Having lost its proper center in God, the
world attempts not to find any common
point of repose, but spends itgelf in fruit-
less efforts to ereet an infinity of independ-
ent interests. Every kingdom and prov-
inee, every family, every individual, dis-
eovers a propensity to insulate himself from
the eommon brotherhood, and to constitute
himself the eenter of an all-sybordinating
and ever-enlarging cirele. Sueh is the nat-
ural egotism of the heart that eaeh individ-
ual, following his unrestrained bent, acts
as if he were a whole kingdom in himself,
and as if the general well-being depended
on subjection to his supremacy. Setting
up for himself, to the exclusion of every
other being, he would fain be his own end
—the reason of all he does.

Under the disorganizing influence of sin,
then, the tendeney of mankind is toward a
state of universal misanthropy; and were it
not that some of their selfish ends ean be
attained only by partial eonfederations, the
world would disband, soeiety in all its
forms would break up, every man’s hand
would be turned into a weapon, and all the
earth become a battlefield, in which the
issues to be decided would be as numerous
as the eombatants, so that the eonfliet
eould end only with the destruetion of
every antagonist.

There is, be it observed, a wide differ-
ence between selfishness and legitimate
self-love. This is a prineiple necessary to
all sentient existenee. In man, it is the
prineiple whieh impels him to preserve his
own life, and promote his own happiness.
Not only is it consistent with piety, it is
the stock on whieh all piety, in lapsed man,
is grafted. Piety is only the principle of
self-love, earried out in the right direction,
and seeking its supreme happiness in God.
It is the aet or habit of a man who so loves
himself that he gives himself to God.
Selfishness is fullen self-love. It is self-
love in exeess, blind to the existenee and
excellenee of God, and seeking its happi-
ness in inferior objects, by aiming to sub-
due them to its own purposes.— Mammon.

The Gammenfary

TELL me the meaning of Scriptures, One gem from that ocean is
yrorth all the pebbles of earthly streams,—M' Cheyne.

q

¢“Axp he [Paul] said, Who art thow, Lord? And
the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest;
;c irs hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” Acts

1.

We are asked for an explanation of the lat-
ter elause of the text, “ It is hard for thee
to kiek against the prieks.” The word %en-
tron, rendered pricks here and in Aets 26:
14, signifies goad, and was partieularly ap-
plied to an instrument used to spur or goad
‘on oxen when required to draw heavy loads.
The instrument was usually eomposed of a
pointed iron fastened to or inserted in the
end of a stick. From the fact that the ox,
or other animal that was goaded, espeeially
the younger and less experieneed animals,
would sometimes, when goaded, kick against
the goad, thus reeeiving greater injury while
gaining no advantage, kicking agawnst the
goad, or against goads, came to be a saying to
express the fruitlessriess and folly of 1'esistin%
authority.
to the Jews, but was eommon among the
Greeks, by whom it was not eonsidered too
homely to be worthy of frequent use by
writers. 'That and similar expressions are
not unfrequently met with,

Onue writer says, “I, who am a frail mor-
tal, should rather sacrifiee to him who is
God than by giving place to anger, kick
against the goads.” Another says, “These
things have eome-te my reeollection; for it
is foolishness. for thee to &ick against goads.”
And one says to a friend, “Thou stretehest
out thy foot against goads, seeing the fievce

In Reply.

| monarch govéins aeeording to his own

will” The idea intended to be eonveyed

by the saying, or proverb, is not mere fu-

This saying was not eonfinedty

tility of resistance to irresistible authority
or power, but a resistance which either di-
reetly produces, or results in, additional in-
jury—injury whieh would not otherwise be
sustained.

Thns we find, in that part of the text o
whieh our attention is direeted, two.facts
stated—Dby implication, it is true, but none
the less plainly stated. Tn the first place,
Paul felt eertain pricks, or goads, and, seeond-
ly, heresisted them. What were they? Not-
withstanding Paul affirmed before Agrippa,
“I verily thought with myself, that I ought
to do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth,” we are prepared to af-
firm, on the authority of the text under con-
sideration, the precise langnage of whieli
Paul himself quoted in his eloguent address:
to Agrippa, that underneath all the zeal
whieh he displayed in the persecution.of -
the church, there were misgivings as to the
course he was pursuing, a feeling, though
he perhaps scarecly dared own 1t even to
himsclf, that the Christian doetrines might
be true, and Christ the promised Messiah;
and that this feeling grew, and, under the
influence of evidence which he could fiot .
deny, boeamne more and more pronounced, -
prieking and goading him to aeknowledge,
rather than persceute, Christ, and that he
sought to resist the goadings by applying
himself the closer to the wretehed work of
threatenings and slanghter.— Herald of Lije.

The Mother of Abijah.

Tur following from the Cyelopedia of
M’Clintock and Strong, vol. 1, p. 17, is
worthy of notiee:— , o

“"There is a diffieulty conneeted with the
maternity of Abijah. In 1 Kings 15:2, we -
read, ¢ His mother’s name was Maaehah, tiie
daughter of Abishalom’ (eomp. 2 Chron, 11+
20, 22); but in 2 Chron. 13:2, ‘His moth-
er’s name was Michaiah, the daughter of -
Uriel of Gibeah. Maachah and Michaiah -
are variations of the same name; and Abis
alom is in all likelihood Absalom, the son of
David. The word dath rendered ¢ daughter’ *
(g. v.), is applied in the Bible, not only to.a
man’s ehild, but to his nieee, granddaughter, -
or great-granddaughter. It is therefore pos- -
gible that Utriel of Gibeah married Tamar,
the beautiful daughter of Absalom (2 Sar. -
14: 27), and by her had Maachah, whio was"-

‘thus the daughter of Uriel and granddaugh« :

ter of Absalom. :
In the same work, volume 5, page 593,
we read of Abijah’s mother as follows:—
“Tn 2 Chron. 13:2, sheis ealled ‘Mieh-::
ainh, tho daughter of Utiel of Gibeah.” ' But
Josephus says that she was the daughter of |
Tamar, the daughter of Absalom (Antigui- -
ties, viii, 10, 1), and consequently’his grand-
daunghter. 'This seems not unlikely, and in -

that ease this Tamar must have been the

wife of Uricl.” J. N, A

Dan. 9:2%7.

A quEsTION arises in the Bible-class concerning Dan..
9:27. The common version says ¢ desolate ;” ‘while
the margin says ¢‘ desolator,” hich is correct?, .

STUDENT.

Ans. Tt will be notieed that the maigin’
sometimes says “Heb.” and sometimes
“or.” The former shows the literal reading
of the original; the latter indicates that the
translators did not comnsider the origir;al;
definite; they thought it might be translated "
either way. This appears to be the ease
with the text. But we think thereare good
reasons for considering the margmal read-
ing correet, .

The original word is an active participle,
literally, the desolating, or (the onewho) deso-' -
lates. An instance of this form of expres-’
sion in the Hebrew is found in 1 Sam. 9: 19 -
—the answer of Samuel to Saul—“T am’
the seer;” literally, “I am the [one] ses
ing.? 'To ehange this to the passive form.
would destroy the sense, and leave Saul’s:
question unanswered, as it would make.
Samuel say, “1 am the [one] seen.” But
the common rendering of Dan. 9:27, % dess:
olate,” gives it in the passive form, whi
is eontrary to the pointing in the He /
Bible. Being active, the one who desolates,
or the desolator, must be the propet render--
ing. : J.H, W.

The Law a Rule of Life.

1
D=. Apam CrLALKE, speaking of' the law
as a “rule of life,” says:— o
« And let it be obgerved that the law did
not answer this end merely among the Jews,:
in the days of the apostles; it is just as neo:
essary, to the Gentiles, to the present how
Nor do we¢ find that true repéntaiice
place where the moral law is not preached:
and enforced, Those who predch-oily the .
gospel to sinmers, at' best only ‘heak'‘the:
Hurt of the daughter of my people slight!
—~('om. on Romi, 7 :13. S
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THE SANCITUARY.
Second Paper—Connection with Prophecy.

IT has already been stated that in the fulfill-
ment of one of the most important lines of
prophecy given in the Bible, the sanctuary be-
comes the principal object presented to our
view. The prophecy referred to is that found
in the 8th chapter of Daniel. As we travel
down over the line of that prophecy, made plain
and smooth to our feet, like the level well-
beaten path of a public thoroughfare, suddenly
we find suspended over and across the way a
banner with this remarkable inscription :—

““UNTO TWO THOUSAND AND THREE HUN-
DRED DAYS; THEN SHALL THE SANCTUARY BE
CLEANSED.” Verse 14, )

Raising the inguiry, why and by whom these
words were spoken, we find they were called
out by a conversation between two of the angels
of God. And the question raised by one was
answered by the other, not to the spea,ker; but
to the prophet Daniel. The question was,
‘‘ How long shall be the vision concerning the
daily and the transgression of desolation, to
to give both the sanctuary and the host to be
trodden under foot?’ And in answer, the an-
gel turning to Daniel said, * Unto two thousand
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed.” - .

The question is one which is calculated to en-
list our whole attention. It is one-of deepest
interest ; for it pertaing to the time when the
the heel of oppression shall be forever lifted
from the host, the people of God, and opposing
powers shall no longer be able to pervert his
worship. ’

The time was when the words here spoken,
¢¢Unto two thousand and three hundred days,
then shall the sanctuary be cleansed,” were
household words with every happy believer in
the Lord’s soon coming. They were emblazoned
on the shields of every soldier in the Adveni
ranks. They were joyfully uttered from many
lips as the watchword of their most ardent de-
sires and their brightest hopes. But the times,
in this respect, are strangely altered. Over a
portion of the Advent body a mysterious silence
now reigns concerning this positive and prom-
inent promise. Lips which were oncé its joyful
heralds' seem now to be sealed to its ubterance.
Tt seems by some to be studiously ignored;
avoided, and set aside. But ignored and seb
agide it cannot be. The glowing prophecy of
which it forms so conspicuous a part, and which
must enter into every advent theory, forbids
that it should be passed by unnoticed. There
are some things in the regions of prophetic
truth, as well as in the political world, which
are the occasion of ‘‘ irrepréssible conflict ;” and
this is one of them. Men may not think to
avoid it by giving their attention to other
themes, and passing it by in silence. In every
theory, deserving the name of theory, which
professes to show the present age of the world,
aud the nearness of the great consummation, it
imperatively demands a place and a,h‘,expla.na,-
tion. It is the embarrassing specter which,
with unvarying constancy, confronts every the-
ory which would endeavor, with ill-coneealed
dread of its just claims, to turn aside from the
strait path to avoid itg presence. And it iswell
that it should be so ; for it claims no more than
it deserves ; it presents no demands which the
lover of truth ought not promptly and willingly
to grant. C ’

‘What, therefore, has been the cause of this
change ? Why are not these words dwelt upon
by all, as formerly, with frequency and pleas-
ure? To this question but one answer can be
given? The expectations based upon thisscript-
ure have once been disappointed; and the
method adopted by aty individual to account
for that disappointment, determines his view of
the sanctury and 2300 days.

The fact hag already been alluded to, that
previous to the autumn of 1844, the Advent
people were a unit. Zealous for the great doc-
trine of the soon comingof their Redeemer,
clothed with the blessing and power of God,
devoted, harmonious, united, they presented a
spectacle which made the saints rejoice and the
world tremble. But since the tenth day of the
seventh month, Oct. 22, Jewish time of that year,
dissension and division have been to a mournful
degree inscribed upon their history, and the

paths they have taken have been various and
divergent. The cause of this division must be
found in some question involved, in some point
at issue, in the events of that memorable day.

The expectation then entertained was, that
at that point of time the Lord would.come.
Arguments had been produced, invulnerable to
all the attacks of opposers, and entirely satis-
factory to all lovers of the Advent doctrine at
that time, that the 2300 days would end in 1844.
Making this fact a starting point, an argument
was easily constructed as follows :—

The prophecy asserts that the sanctuary shall
then be cleansed. The sanctuaryis the earth
or at least some portion of the earth, Its
cleansing is to be by fire. But the renovation
of the earth by fire is to take place only at the
second coming of the Lord. Therefore the
Lord will come at the termination of the 2300
days. The point of time at length came ; but
it did not bring the Lord. No cleansing of the
earth by fire took place ; and believers were still
left here upon the earth, having then not only
their own disappointment to bear, which was
grievous and keen, but also the flood of oblo-
quy and reproach which the world poured upon
them. What was the matter ¢ Where had the
mistake been made? What was the cause of
the disappointment ?

On this point different views are entertained,
and different opinions advanced. Before ex-
amining these, let it be remembered that God
connot be the author of the confusion that has
existed since that time in the Advent body.
All the various theories that have since sprung
up, cannot every one be true. And yet every
Adventist will admit that the truth of God at
the present day must be found in connection
with the Advent doctrine, Every Adventist
will admit that if God designs, previous to the
coming of the Lord, to warn the world of that
event, the great Advent movement of 1840-1844,
in go far as it tended to arouse a slumbering
world to the fact that we are living in the time
of the end, and to warn them of the nearness
of the close of probation, and the consummation
of all things, was in the order and purpose of
God. He must therefore still have a people on
the earth as a result of that movement ; he must
still have a truth among men bearing some rela-
tion to that great work ; and there must be
some correct explanation of the great disap-
pointment connected with that movement.

The theory of the time as held in 1844, con-
sisted of two main propositions: 1. That the
2300 days ended in 1844, 2. That the earth
was the sanctuary them to be cleansed. So,
based upon these two propositions, two answers
are given to the question why those who looked
for their Lord at that time were disappointed.
The first is that the reckoning of the time was
wrong. The second is, that the view taken of the
sanctuary was wrong. More fully expressed, we
were disappointed, because the 2300 days did not
then expire, and consequently the time had not

come for the earth to be cleansed with fire ; or,:

secondly, we were disappointed because, though
the days did then terminate, as we believed
they would, neither the earth nor any part of
the earth is the sanctuary which was then to be
cleansed.

Either of these answers would be sufficient to
explain the disappointment; and both have
been offered by different ones. But it will be
seen that they are at perfect antipodes to each
other ; and it remains to determine which is the
correct one. We inquire, then, is it correct to
say that the time was wrongly calculated, and
that the 2300 days did not end in 18447 Pre-
vious to that year, it had been held that Daniel
9 was a key to chapter 8, and that the seventy
weeks of Dan. 9 :24-27, afforded a clue to the
explanation of the2300 days of chapter 8. Now
those who deny the ending of the days in 1844,

‘endeavor to sustain their new position in two

ways. The first is to deny the connection be-
tween Daniel 8 and 9, between the seventy
weeks and 2300 days. This class claim that the
seventy weeks of Daniel 9 are no part of the
2300 days of Dan. 8, and that, consequently,
the date of the former does in nowise determine
the date of the latter. They acknowledge that
the date assigned by all Adventists previous to
1844, for the commencement of the seventy
weeks, namely, B. 0. 457, cannot be disproved ;
but as they are no part of the 2300 days, they
furnish no clue to the commencement of that
period. Where the 2300 days did commence,
or what event marked their beginning, they can-
not tell: This much only, on this point, they
profess to know, that they did not end in 1844,
because the earth is the sanctuary, and the earth
was not then burned.

The other class acknowledge the validity of
the arguments by which the seventy weeks are

. needless expense?

shown to be a part of the 2300 days, as held by
all Adventists up to 1844, but deny that the
date of their commencement was rightly placed
in B, . 457. Commenecing at that point, they
would end in 1844 ; but this class, like the one
first mentioned, contend that they could not
then have ended, and for the very same reason,
namely, because the earth is the sanctuary, and
the earth was not then burned.

From this general survey of the subject, one
would be led to conclude that there was some-
thing all-potent in the theory that the earth is
the sanctuary. From what it has done, we
should suppose it had been able to intrench it-
self behind infallible evidence. It has led the
majoribty of those who were in the past Advent
movement, while divided on many other points,
to agree on this, that the 2300 days did not end
in 1844. Tt has led them to make a full surren-
.der of positions which were once acknowledged
to be the ground and pillar of the Advent faith ;
positions which able men were led to take when
their hearts were glowing with a newly-found
and life-giving truth, and their intellects quick-
ened by the outpouring of the Spirit and pow-
er of Glod; positions which passed unscathed
through the most fiery ordeal of scrutiny and
opposition, to which, perhaps, it has been the
lot of any truth in any age to be subjected ; po-
sitions which stood the test when the world was
aroused to the subjeet of the Advent as never
before nor since, when opposition was called
forth in all its strength, and the highest world-
ly wisdom played its heaviest batteries against
the unpopular movement. The reasons which
would lead men to abandon positions like these
should be infinitely weighty; but these posi-
tions have all been surrendered to the solitary
view, which has thus been set up paramount to
to them all, that the earth is the sanctuary.
Where is the mighty array of evidence by which
this is sustained? All that has been, or can be,
produced, it will not be difficult to find, as we
proceed. . S.

CAN IT BE 80°?

(AN it be possible that so many professed be-
lievers in the truth for our times have so little
interest in it as not to take our periodicals,
which are bearing the truths of the last message
to the world ? T confess to no small degree of
surprise at the statements of Bro. Canright, un-
der the heading, ‘“ A Plea for our Periodicals,”
It should have been, “ A plea for the lives of a
backsliding people ;” for it is not the periodicals
that need help. They will live and bear the
truth to those who do not undervalue it. DBut
those who neglect to take and read them under-
value and neglect a means of grace, the only
weekly and monthly preaching that many of our
people have, How much interest, how much
faith in the trnth, how much of the spirit of
Christ, the missionary spirit, can those have
who can willingly forego the privilege of learn-
ing from week to week of the progress of the
cause, and the spread of the last message among
the nations of the world? I fear and tremble
for such. Twould help them. They need help.
But help is within their reach., Will you not,
brother, sister, accept of it?

Are you too poor to take the papers? Let
your poverty be known, and you shall have the
But can you not retrench some
Are you not expending
more than the price of the papers in the gratifi-
cation of taste in the use of articles not only
useless, but injurious? Don’t talk about want
of means to take the papers while you are ex-
pending for tobacco, tea, coffee, and other like
things, more than double their cost.

The cause to which our papers are devoted is
God’s cause ; and if we are his people, it is our
cause. Those of our papers that are more than
self-sustaining are increasing means for the ad-
vancement of our cause and the salvation of our
fellow-men, the members of our fallen family.
Are our papers dear, because they cost more per
square yard than those which, in addition to the
trashy literature of the day, are largely made
up of profitable advertisements, not excluding
those of the worse than worthless nostrums of
quacks, and the bogus firms and deceptive pre-
tensions of charlatans? The thing that is most
wanting is an inberest in the cause of God, and
a readiness to do for the sake of mankind.

Awake, arouse! brethren and friends. Weigh
your interests in the present world and that
which is to come, as they are being weighed in
the balances of the sanctuary. No longer neg-
lect your means of grace, and your duty to God
and benighted, dying humanity. As you value
the great salvation, purchased by the blood of
Christ, no longer exhibit such manifest indiffer-
ence to the cause of God. Is the last gracious

papers free.

warning being published to the world¢ Show
an interest in the work, Is the Lord soon com-
ing? Act as if you believed it, Have we but
little time to work ¢ Improve it ; for the night
cometh ; and outer darkness will be the doom
of the unfaithful servant.

We have no time nor means to selfishly squan-
der upon ourselves ; but used in the cause of
God and truth, they will increase a thousand-
fold. Will you not, my brother, take hold of
this work anew? Will you not prove yourself
on the side of God and suffering, dying human-
ity, before it is too late for your efforts to be
accepted? Take hold of the cause of truth. It
is not dying for need of your help ; but you are
dying for want of an interest in it. The truth
will survive. 'Will you live with it ?

R. F. CorrrerL,

WHAT CAN I DO?
Directions Suited to All Cases.

Lasorers in the canse of God are needed
everywhere. Satan has two methods of attack’
in his warfare against Heaven: First, he en-
lists the best talent in direct opposition to- the
work ofysa,ving souls. Secondly, he so stupe-
fies or benumbs the moral sensibilities of God’s’
people that their minds become engrossed with’
the cares of this life, and the talent which
might be of service in the cause of Christ is not’
only rendered useless, but a real clog in the
work. Therefore, laborers are wanted in every
department of the work of saving lost men.
There are not a tenth ag many ministers as are
needed to meet the calls for men to enter new
fields and publicly proclaim the truth. Bspe-
cial openings for the truth to go to almost every
nationality under heaven, are coming to light.
The Macedonian cry, *Come over and help
us,” is borne upon every breeze. Colporteurs.
are wanted to enter thonsands of towns, cities,
and villages.

And when individuals have entered the field
as colporteurs, actuated by right motives, and
possessing a love for souls which wonld lead
them to sacrifice their ecase, means, and per-
gonal interests, upon the altar of truth, God:
has most signally blessed their efforts, Through
their instrumentality, large, healthy churches
have been raised up, meeting houses have been
built, and an interest to hear has been awakened
in all the surrounding country. :

Hundreds have been brought to receive the
light of truth by the silent messengers—by
tracts and periodicals alone. To my certain
knowledge, there are scores rejoicing to-day in:
the Sabbath of the Lord, as the direct result of
the trial volume of the RErormer, the REVIEW,
and Tue Voice oF TruTa. But experience
has taught us that judicions labor, by corre-
spondence, and vigiting families and praying with:
them, in connection with the distribution of read-
ing matter, is far more effectual in bringing souls.
to a knowledge of the truth than is the reading
matter without this personal labor. We speak
upon this point from what we have seen, and
from facts that dre continually coming to light,
and with which we are persomally acquainted.

‘We have become thoroughly convinced that
had more of this practical labor been expended
in connection with the reading matter which:
has been distributed, far greater results would
have been seen. I would not have the reader
get the idea that we should curtail our efforts to-
scatter tracts and periodicals, not by any means.
This work should be increased twentyfold ;
but there should be, in connection with it,
prayers and such labor as will make the reading
matter more effectual. We do not mean that
we should contend over doctrinal points with.
those we would reach, but we should recommend
the religion of the Bible in such a manner that
it will reach the ears of the people.

All who have received the Voice, arid Re-
FORMER on trial should be visited ; the RE-
FORMER with the premium, and the Siens or
REvIEW, should be offered, and their subserip-
tions be vbtained if possible. Where this recan-
vassing has been done it has resulted in marked
success. Much of the first effort is sometimes
lost, where good would have been accomplished
had the work been followed up.

There is another branch of this work to which-
we would especially call the attention of our
brethren and sisters, There are many among
us whose home duties are such that they cannot
leave their families, or, from other causes, can-
not go out to visit, or, if they do, it must be to
a very limited extent. Many of these are sis-
ters whose address is good, and who might
write with a degree of acceptance. They would
like to do something in the cause. Now what
can they do? Perhaps I have heard the ques-
tion agked more than one thousand times, after
stating their circumstances, ‘Now what can I
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do? Iam willing to do any thing.” They
have some time which they could devote,
if they knew just what to do, or how to
go about the work.

To all such, and to those who do not
seem to possess a faculty for getting peo-
ple to subscribe for our periodicals and
pay for them, and this class is quite nu-
merous, we make the following proposi-
tion: Subscribe for five or more copies of
the Staxs at Tract Society prices. Do this
through the proper officers of your Tract
Society, as then there will be no risk in
sending the money, and it saves much
trouble. The money can be paid to your
director or district secretary, stating the
number of copies you wish, and he will
forward to your State secretary. Then
you will receive these copies weekly, to
be disposed of. Do them up and send
them to your friends far and near. Al
ways write to them, stating your object
in so doing ; but do not mention any pe-
culiar doctrine which they do not believe ;

let the paper advocate that. Invite them- | 4

to read, and write you in return what
they think of the paper, etc. If they like
it, send another. Perhaps in time, if not
at first, you will obtain a permanent sub-
seriber.

There is no reason why you should limit
this kind of labor to your acquaintances
and friends. Invite your friends and
neighbors who may be interested for you
to send you names. Make a business of

_it. Let no copies of the SigNs remain on

opening to do good, and by the a;biiity
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with which he has blessed them, be saying :
““Go ye also into the vineyard, and what-

N D.B.C. We look for new heavens and a new earth.—2 Pur. iii]: 13, . J. H, ANDERSON, soever is right T will give you.,,
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ery city, and village, and place, that he
entered. Yet faithfulness and devotion
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in  vain. Out-side thy gates my earthly joys I’Il leave, and break the cup; ’Twill pass 1n silence. et us be prolited as we

reflect on the pleasing results of this oc-
cagion,

“In the morning sow thy seed, and in

the evening withhold not thine hand ; for
thoun knowest not whether shall prosper,
either this or that, or whether they both

shall be alike good.” Ecel. 11: 8.

There may be localities where we may
not feel inclined to put forth missionary
labor. And yet if our hearts were over-
flowing with love to God, and with an

dnxiety for the salvation of souls, some
of the very families of whom we have the

least hope, if visited, talked with in love
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and affection, and prayed with and for,
might possibly be brought to receive the
truth, Tt -is quite certain that our own
spiribuality might in this way be increase®

“hand ; for old papers are not as interest-

_ing to people generally as new ones; and

“you will have a fresh supply every week.
The result of such a course is every way

 beneficial.

. First, you will get the truth before a large
class of readers whom you may be the means of

* benefiting.

Secondly, for those who have never investi-
 gated the truth, the paper has many advantages
“over a tract ; for the reading matter is varied,

and there will be something in every-paper thab
will interest nearly every one.

Thirdly, the experience it will give you, if
the labor is prayerfully followed up, will be of
more value than ten times its cost in means and
labor., It will cultivate those nobler qualities of

the soul, which make men and women of use in
‘gociety. It will lead you to meditate, and to
-study ways and mea,n;s' by which to dispose of
{your papers where they will do the most good,
“and it will lead your thoughts from self to those
:practica,l duties which are Christlike in. their
nature. D

Fourthly, it will help sustain the cause on the
- Pacific Coaat. 4
To the youth, who would do something in the
| canse of God, but have no definite object before
| them, we especially recommend this plan. Those
‘young in experience should feel free to consult
the more experienced brethren and sisters.
Some of the members of the Vigilant Missionary
Society at South Lancaster, Mass., enter largely
into this branch of the work, and that, too, with
'marked success. Their correspondence at first
‘was limited to but few, and those were individ-
' nals with whom they were personally acqnainted.
But now they correspond with individuals in
Jalmost, if not every, civilized nation on the
globe.

There are colporteurs to-day in Europe—men
of means, who have reprinted our tracts in edi-
tions of five thousand. These persons embraced
the truth by this means alone, and of some of

‘them, I have yet to learn that they have ever
‘seen a Seventh-day Adventist, And the late
mail brings encouraging news from an active
‘advocate of the Sabbath in Scotland, who has
‘been reading our periodicals. Afier speaking
of the discontinuance of the VoicE, and order-
 ing certain publications, he proposes to obtain
. subscribers for the REFORMER, thus showing the
foothold the truth of God is gaining in the Old
 World through this kind of labor.

These letters should be written with the
greatest care, that prejudice may not be awak-
ened, and the object you have in view defeated.
No one should feel competent to write without
‘much prayer. The heart should be full of ten-
derness and love. ““Cursed be he that doeth
the work of the Lord negligently,” or we might
sy, carelessly. To those who are saved it is
said, ““Thou hast been faithful over a few things,.
Iwill make thee ruler over many things.”

- This plan of labor was suggested at our meet-
Ling at Adam’sTCenter, N, Y., and within a few
/moments after an opportunity had been given
to subscribe for the SieNs over sixty copies were-
‘subseribed for. Some in New England who

v
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greatly. Visiting families with whom we
are best acquainted, who have perhaps
witnessed the most of our heart wander-
ings from God, visiting them to point

have received five copies, have since ordered
five more. Bro. Palmer, of South Boston, to
whom five copies had been sent, orders five
more, making ten copies for one year. Here
are faith, means, and works, all together. We
are acquainted with Bro. Palmer. He has had
experience in this kind of work a number of
years, so this is not a bow drawn at a venture
with him, but he knows what he is about in the
matter. There are thousands of cur people in
trade, or working in shops, who are constantly
associating with others, and they might find
scores of readers in this manner. We want one
hundred such men in New England, two hundred
in New York, five hundred in Michigan, one
hundred and fifty in Ohio, and so on throughout
the country. Let our brethren and sisters put
their hand to the work, and push forward with
zeal in this matter.

‘What is here proposed is net said to hinder in
the least the canvassing for the Srans, which is
now being done, but to call into exercise the gifts
of those who feel that they cannot go out to can-
vass. From how many shall we have a hearty
response in the manner above proposed, upon
the receipt of this paper?

The various Tract Societies will do all busi-
ness pertaining to the Siows directly with the
S1ans Office, so there will be no delay. Shall
we have a thousand men and women who will
thus subscribe for five copies within the next
three weeks, at Tract Society rates, viz., $7.50
for the five coptes? Let the example set by the
Adams’ Center church be followed by every
church this side of the Rocky Mountains,. We
expect a hearty response. We wish to see one
thousand new workers thus enlist in the mis-
sionary enterprise for 1876 as never before.

S. N. HaSKELL.

NOT DISCOURAGED.

To the Members of the T. & M. Society
of Ghio.

IwaNr to say to you that I am not discour-
aged. The first quarter is ended, the first cam-
paign past, and the first quarterly meeting is
also closed.

Dist. No.
discouraged.

Dist. No. 5 had no living representative in
our meeting (sickness detaining the director),
yet I am not discouraged.

Not one-half the members in our Society in
the State were represented in the meeting (not
having reported), but I am not discouraged.

Wa hope to raise eight or ten hundred sub-
seribers for the Siows or g Timus. Perhaps
not more than fifty of this number have yet
been obtained. Nevertheless, I am not discour-
aged.

Twenty-two hundred almanacs have come in-
to the hands of our Society, and the greater
part of them are disposed of. If all would do
something, perhaps not less than eight thousand

1 was not reported, but I am not

more could be scattered. But I am not the
least discouraged.

If we should go backward for six months, in
order to get a good start, I should not be discour-
aged.

DIRECTORS OF DISTRICTS.

No. 1, J. W. Lucas, Bowersville, Green Co.,
Obhio ; No. 2, A, M. Mann, Darlington, Rich-
land Co. ; No. 8, R. A. Underwood, Mesopota-
mia, Trumbull Co. ; No. 4, O. F. Guilford, Cas-
talia, Erie Co. ; No. 5, J. J. Boardman, Bowling
Green, Wood Co. ; No. 6, C. G. Daniels, Defi-
ance, Defiance Co.

Now, dear brethren, rally your forces for a
noble strike this present quarter, the first three
months of a new year. Have a list of all the
members in your district. If any have moved
from the State, strike their names from the list.
If any have moved to some other district in our
Society, send a certificate of their membership
to the director of the district to which they be-
long, and they will be counted there. If any
are deceased, of course their names should be
dropped from the roll. Make out a list of the
actual, living membership of your district im-
mediately, and send a copy of the same to the
State secretary, making sure of a list for your
own use, Then so instruct and help and en-
courage each member, that when you call the
roll at your next quarterly meeting (March 18,
19, perhaps), every soul will have a response.
By this I mean, ¢ report of labor. Let all the
directors say, Amen. Let all the members say,
Amen.

Let the young look after the interests of the
Youre’s InstrRUorOR. Let our brethren and
sisters, while giving attention to all kinds of
tract and missionary work as they have oppor-
tunity, make a specialty of the SiaNs oF THE
Trues. Our next State quarterly meeting will
be held in Clyde, April 1, 2. Let every director
begin now to get ready for that meeting. We
are greatly desirous of having an efficient, work-
ing Tract and Missionary Society in Ohio. I
believe this is the Lord’s will. I close as I be-
gun by saying that I am not discowraged.

Now, brethren, here’s my heart and here’s my hand,
To scatter the light all over the land.
H. A. S1. JoHn.

MISSIONARY LABOR.

Tais is a very important branch of our work
in spreading the truth, and in the salvation of
souls. And in many localities it has proved
successful in the accomplishment of much good.
Many brethren and sisters of piety and devotion
to God, who study to judiciously reach hearts
by acceptably laboring in this department of
the work, may yet find a greater credit set
against their names in the records of Heaven
as a reward for their faithfulness than they an-
ticipate. They may not have a call to public-
ly labor as preachers of the gospel, yet the Mas-
ter may by his providences, by the avenues

) them to the Lamb of God, and as his am~
.bagsadors to pray with, and for them, might
lead to very profitable reflections, and confes-
gions of sins of omission and sins .of commis-
sion, and might help us to walk more circum-~
spectly in the future.

As the new year opens upon us, we have tried
to humble ourselves, to confess to God and to
one another our sing and backslidings, and may
He who knows™the heart and who weighs our
motives, accept of the consecration we make.
¢ Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all
mine iniquities.”

And as we desire to see souls gathering
around the standard of truth, more than at any
previous year, may the language of our souls
be : “ Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and
renew a right spirit within me. Restore unto
me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me
with thy free Spirit. Then will I teach trans-
gressors thy ways; and sinners shall be con-
verted unto thee.”

¢ Eternal Spirit, write thy law
Upon our inward parts;
And let the second Adam draw
His image on our hearts.”
A. S, HurcHINs.
Jan. 8, 1876,
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ITEMS.

ConrrsstoNs of sin are the only means of
final disposal and adjustment of them. Excuses
do not help the matter in the least, but rather
complicate the case.

A wonderful instance of apostasy, and of the
blinding effect of the influence of worldly pros-
perity, is to be seen in the history of Balaam,
who took rewards and perverted his own judg-
ment for gain.

It is not necessary to the establishment of a
character for stability to continue in a wrong
course because it is begun; but a continuance
in right doing does establish one in decision and
stability.

Our mistakes and errors should teach us to
move cautiously ; but we are a long time learn-
ing the lesson.

Worldly maxims generally fall below the Bi-
ble standard ; yet they are generally preferred,
because they are more easily carried out.

We can easily withstand temptation when we
are in the Lord’s work ; but when we get out of
the path of duty, we are in peril.

Few know, or care to know, the intimate
connection existing between mind and matter,
or how close the relation of hygiene to practical
Christianity.

The Christian warfare i8 a system; and he
only succeeds who studies and practices its
rules; and he must do this constantly and
heartily. .

No good mechanic would use soft wood f
hard ; yet such men often do worse than this in
their daily diet. Jos. CLARKE.
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FOR JESUS® BAKE

I wALEED. in pleasant places

’Mid pastures green and fair; . :
The Loérd marked out a hyrd, rough way,
He bade me enter there. '
“Father,” I weeping said;

“That way I cannot tread;

My feet are all unused to thorny roads;
Grant me & smoother one to take!”

«s Nay, this for Jesus’ sake.”

I ate at edrthly tables,

Life’s rich wine gaily quaffed ; .
Pressed to my lips by God’s own hand

A cup of bitter draught. = -

“ 0 Lovrd, fotbear,” I cried,

“Let me mot thus be tried:!’” [thes,
“The oup. of death, belov’d, T drank for
" Fear not, for me, this cup to take.

Drink, then, for Jesus’ sake.”

Low at my feet came crouching,

One asking alms of me,

“Stoop -down,” said Christ, ““and tfaise
him up; *

For I have sent him thee.,”

¢ Nay, I dm pure, he vile,

Shall I my robes defile

Made white in thine own bloed? Ne'er
Lord, ¢an he L

With thee and me communion take.”

¢ Raise him for Jesus’ salte.”

I'm now a pilgrim weary,.

And long for rest on high,

Toward sunset looking wistfully,

My soul’s “ sweet by and by.”

The rough way leadeth up;

Sweet is the bitter cup; ,

The one I raised will meet, me soon above,

The latest:prayer my lips shall make

Be this—:¢« for Jeaus’ sake,”

Progress of the Ganse.
He that goeth forth and %Bopeth, bearing precious:sedd, shall ?on'bb-

loes come again with vejoioing, bringing his ;heg,\'ea with him,

T A A S e

NORTHERN MICHIGAN. \¥

CARSON CITY.

Cagrsox Crry is fifteen milds north of the
Detioit and Mibvankee railroad, jnst in the
eagtern edge of Montcalm Cd, It is ini the
center of four other churches, Undeér ordi-
nary circumstances, we should have had a
large gathering; but the roads were about
as bad as they could well be aridthe weather
stormy; hence but few came from other
places. Probably about seventy. attended
the meeting, which was held in afine, large

. school-house. Brn. Burrill, Van Deusen,
and Sisley were here and togk: part in the
meetings. There appéars to be a good out-
side interest to hear. An intelligent young
school-teacher at this place is fauch interest-
ed in the truth, He bought five dolars’
worth of our books. Others Aré reading.

There ave about fifty-five Sabbath-keepers
in - this. section; largely the fiuit of Bro.
Burrill’s labor. T like their appeaiance very
much. They seem to be candid, intelligent
people, All of them are middlemged, and
every family owns a home. Sabbath after-
noon a dozen or fiftcen came forward to
seek the Lord and become Christians. At
the close of the meeting, Bro. Burrill bap-
tized nine, and fourteen united. with the
church, Bro. Hutehins was elected. and
ordained elder, and Bro. Evans, deacon.
‘We organized 8. B, raising it from $75.00
to $170.00, g ’

As a meeting-house is greatly uneeded
here, the brethren determined to buildione,
and have gone about it. Thisplace being
so central, the little churéhes avouhd will be
‘juterested to help them some, as they will
need the honse for monthly and general
meetings. There is no meeting-house in
the village. ’ i

Oune brother who heard the present truth
twenty years ago has lately éore out upon

the Sabbath. He has been-inder con-|

viction ever since, ‘
This shows how the trith will stigk to
men ; and how.in many cases we reap fruit

of our labors long years after the seed was |

Quite anumber took the Siexs:
NORTH SHADE.

Monday, Deec. 27, weé went seven miles
east on the edge of Gratiot-Co., and held
an all day’s meeting with the friends there.
They are virtaally a part of the Carson. City
company, 8o they decided to unite with that
church, but hold separate meetings most of
the time in their own neighborhood.
BSTELLA,

This place ig ten miles north of Catson
City. Bro. Van Deusen hag labored earn-
estly and successfully here for three months.

NOWIL.

I came here Tuesday, and held meetings all |
.the church in Clyde.

day and ip the evening. Welorganizged a
church of fifteen members. Bro, Langdon
was electéd and ordained elder. In the
afternoon I baptized eight persons. They
pledged s. B. to the amount of $80.0

per year. In thie evening thelr fafge school-
house was filled to its utmest capacity.
Some had to sit on top of the desks. It

15he is well educated and intelligent.
{ persons will rise up in the Judgment and

was thought that every body in that section.

must have been out. I had good freedom,

Four came out on the Sabbath—two
while attending our meetings at Carson
City, and two inore at this meeting. One
of these ig a deaf and dumb young lady.
Such

condemn those who having ears hear not.
There is still a good interest to hear at
this place. Those who have come out are

{ & good, respectable, and influential class of

people, well to do in life. 'This is a good
proof that Bro. Van Decusen has something
to do in this work.

MATHERTON.
Wednesday we came eighteen miles to

' Matherton, about half of which distance I

walked. Commencing at one o’cleck, we
held meetings till dark. Some have lately
embraced the truth in this scetion; and
gome who had given it up have returned to
their duty. Five were received into the
church, and s, B. was raised from $33.00
to $52.00. There are some trials here,
which ought to be attended t0, though they
are not of a very serious nature. Not
having time, I did nothing about it.

The four churches above named voted to

 join in a monthly meeting the last Sab-

bath in each month. "The first one will be

Lheld at Carson City the last Sabbath and

Sunday in January. Eld. Burrill expects
to attend it. My health is good.
‘D. M. Caxricur.
Greenwille, Jan 3, 1876.

TONAWANDA, N. Y.

CrosEp my labors at this place for the
present, last Sunday. Have nothing very
encouraging to report, as the brother referred
to in my last veport, who had decided that
he must obey, after keeping one Sabbath,
which raised a tremendous excitement both
in the church and community, yielded to the
pressure brought to bear upon him and gave
it up, claiming that the ten commandments
are the old covenant. This produced such a
reaction that for the time being it looked as
though all was lost ; but subsequent develop-
ments showed that this is not the case, and 1
have hope that something may be gathered yet.

‘The-hall being occupied so nearly the whole

time, and the interest at La Salle not being
sufficient to warrant continuing there, I was
obliged to leave them for the present, but de-
sign to return as soon as consistent.
‘ 8. B. WHITNEY.
Litchfield, Dec, 24, 1875.

{r

MEETINGS IN OHIO. °°

Frox Dec. 9 to 13, held meetings with
the Wakeman church. These ineetings
were held in Norwalk, in a vacant private
house owned by Bro. Geo. Smith. This
church had so far gone down that regular
meetings had been abandoned, and System-
atic Benevolence also. We tried to do
what we could by way of reviving the or-
ganization. The church has passed through
trials and difficulties in the past, which have
had the effect to weaken and scatter, and
nearly destroy. I think we had some evi-
dences that the Holy Spirit was with us,
and good was accomplished. Two more
were added to the church, making their
present number sixteen, and 8. B, was orga-

Fnized for 1876.

From Deec. 16 to 27, I was in North
Bloomfield and Windsor. The few believ-
ers in Windsor appear strong, and alive in
the cause. May they continue to grow up
into Christ in all things. Some of our meet-
ings in North Bloomfield were not very
pleasant. One meeting began in the even-
at 7 oclock and continued till 4 o’clock
next morning. We are happy, however, to
be able to report that a good degree of
union and brotherly love was vestored.
Indeed, from confessions and testimonies

-given, we were glad to be assured that every

root of bitterness was removed, and a union
of heart secured such as had not existed
for many months. May this brotherly love
abound more and more, If it does, there
will be added to their number such as shall
be saved. The ordinance meeting was a
refreshing season. Therc were three ac-

_cesslons to the church. We tried to bring

up the lagging s. . May all watch, pray,

.and labor.

Jan, 2, 1876, I closed the meetings with
Spent the day of
fasting and prayer with this church. It
was also the time of the State Tract Society

giiarterly meeting, and a few were in from |

aproad. In the afternoon of the Sabbath,
several came forward for prayers. The or-

dinance meeting Sunday night was a very |
solemn meeting. The Holy Spirit was!

present indeed to unite the hearts of hig
children,
forget this solemn meeting. We have faith
to believe that a brighter day is before the
church in Clyde. There are some precious
souls here. Steps are now being taken for
the erection of a house of worship the com-
ing season. This they greatly need, and
we believe the Lord will prosper them in
the good work. ’

Brethren in Ohio, we ave one in faith. |

Now if we seek the Lord with faith and
humility, put away all jealousies and feel-
ings of alienation, and come near to one an-
other, and become one in heart, I am sure
we shall see the clouds lift in Ohio, and
God’s salvation accompany his blessed truth
everywhere,
a burden of soul for the cause of God in
our Conference, H. A. S1. Joux.
Clyde, Ohio, Jan. 3, 1876,

IOWA,

‘WE havespent twenty-six days in the vi-
cinity of Fonda,atnid have given thirty-six dis-
courses. Bro. Barlow spoke several times.
The wedther has been delightful, and our
meetings were without interruption. The
interest was good from the beginning, and
increased till the clogse. The Lord especial-
ly blessed the word spoken, and convietion
settled upon alimost the ontire congregation.
At our last Sabbath meeting, where the
good Spirit of the Lord was especially man-
ifested, twenty-six declared themselves loyal
to the government of God, and at the close
of the meetings, on Sunday evening, nine
more united with them, making in all thir-
ty-five who have signed the covenant to
keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.

Among the number are seventeen who
were not professors of religion. Some of
these had been very profane and one an
infidel. Three school teachers in this and
adjoining distriets are also among the num-
ber. There are about a dozen here who
were keeping the Sabbath as the result of
the faithful labors and influence of Bro. N,
R. Rigby, under whose charge we now leave
these dear souls for the present, trusting
that God may help them, as childven, to
grow up into Christ the living and true
vine, and that an entire transformation of
life may be seen in every one. '

Though the people here are poor, having
suffered from the ravages of the grasshop-
per for the past two years,and livein a new
and thinly settled part of the State, I sold
about forty dollars’ worth of Bibles, books,
and tracts, and obtained six subscribers for
the Revizw and one for the Reformer,

I now return to Story Co., to begin in an-
other mnew field, and to strengthen the
things which there remain. ‘

The day of fasting was a profitable one
to me; and I feel like doubling my dili-
gence in the Master’s cause for the coming
year. Brethren, pray the Lord of the har-
vest that he may bless the labors of his serv-
ants. R. M. Kircore.

Jan. 4, 1876,

LETTER FROM SWEDEN.

Bro. Sawyrr furnishes us with the fol-
lowing translation of a letter he has just
received from Sweden:—

Dxrag Broruer: I have received your
letter, for which I heartily thank you. It
was 80 much the more welcome because it
was s0 long coming, and because it came,
too, after I began to think you cared but lit-
tle about writing to me. You ask what I
am doing. The same as I was when I
wrote to you before. I teach school, not-
withstanding I am- an offense to both the
people and the ministers. Because they
have not yet obtained any other teacher, they
are keeping me; but it will not be long be-
fore I will have to leave, and T know not
‘what T ghall do. Were my condition such
that I could, I would devote my timme to
giving lectures and conversing with the
people concerning the commandments of
God and the faith of Jesus. I here send
you a translation from the Rmvigw into
the Swedish to show you my understanding
of the English.*

T will now say something concerning
what the people express in regard to your
writings. Some hold the same prejudice as
the warning of Lot caused in his relatives,
when “he seemed to them as one that
mocked.” T will not say so of all. Others
say, “ What will this babbler say?” And
again: “Much learning doth make thee
mad.”

The doctrine of the soul’s mortality they

*The translation was well rendered,

I think none present will soon |

O my dear brethren, let us get "Por one alone.

most entirely neglected. Remained Wi

‘melting Spirit of the Lord rested upon

do not tolerate. They teach and beliewg
that man is a being of .eternal existency
They cannot conceive that God alone hy
immortality. A 7
I thank you for the publications you séf
me, L

MANKATO, MINN.

Since I came from Todd Co., about tij
first of September, I have been burdened a poj
tion of the time with preparations for wil
ter. In the meantime I have also done whi
I could in Mankato, and with encouraghi
results. There are pressing calls for a coury
of lectures here, but the field is too extensi

i

For some weeks past L have been looking, f'

 scattered families that have received the frizj

mostly by reading. I have visited and hel

| méetings at several points, and found six fag

ilies that were pretty fully established in thg
truth, Have rejoiced to find some good frul
from tracts that were scattered while I w
traveling on foot through the, mud and snd}
more than a year ago. T

Six have united with the church- since
came home ; four of them by baptism. Th
are from six to ten more who will very 5o
unite with us. There are a good nunber §
very faithful workers among the brethrd
here, and the cause must progress in the 4
cinity of any church that is awake in mij
sionary work. F. W. MogsE,

Mankato, Minn. T

L4

WASHINGTON CO., KANSAS, ¢/ £

My last report closed with an account
the meeting at Beloit, Mitchel Co., N
On the 22d, Bro. J. H. Coffman took me
Bro. Z. Swearingen’s, where I remained ge
days, preaching and visiting and tryisg i§
help the scattered ones. o

From thence Bro. Alvin Swearingen tog
me to Washington Co., to the church formg
ly knowa as the Parallell, but now as Bxej
church, Here I found eleven names on i
church book. These brethren were. mo
from Talleyrand, Iowa, and have been
Kansas about four years. They had b
twice visited by a minister during that t
They were very far behind, yet trying:
keep up meetings. Their s. 8. had bes

them seven days, and labored as best I go
to help them get into harmony with
work of God. I fear that in the day of
many of our people will look back with ‘@
anguish of heart to the precious hours of p
bation that have pagsed unimproved,
is the time to build up a character in kg
ny with the word of God, and-to fit oursel
for an abode in the city of CGrod. ‘

Brethren, our time to work is short. "Jj
sug soon is coming. Are we getting read,
Can we look up and rejoice that our reden
tion draweth nigh J. H. Coox

LAKEVIEW, MICH. Px
Fripay, December 18, we reached this-ple
which is twenty miles north of Gresnvi
‘We held meetings here four days, and
young men and women, children of Bro.
Sr. Collard, decided to fully obey the Lorg
Eight were baptized, and a church of sixte
members was formed, with Systematic R
nevolerice amounting to about $90.00. Big
Elijah E. Collard was ordained elder. Thj
members of this church are much scattex
which affords them an excelleht opportust
for Tract Society work, and to-let the 1i
of present truth shine. o
In this meeting the Lord greatly bles
us all, and to him be all the praise.

A. O. BurriLL
JEROME FAmrGo.

, .
MONTHLY MEETING AT ASHA-
WAY, R. 1.

Turs meeting was quite well attend
Three social meetings were held. T beli
all that attended the one held evening af
the Sabbath bore testimony, and spoke of
ing encouraged to strive for the overgom
reward ; and some who had become diseo
aged started anew for the better land.

and our hearts were drawn out anew a
him, Some thought the meeting the b
they had attended for a year; others cal
it the best they ever attended. ' o

The preaching was listened to with mar
attention. Signs that thie end id' vedr wh
presented. o

We regretted that some of our bréth:
and sisters at Niantic, and others in this
cinity, were not-with us: ‘W hope the Ja
will bless thiemw, and that they will be at
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meeting to be held at Niantic, which will
copmence Jan, 14, at 6} . m., and continue
over the Sabbath and perhaps first-day, the
1ith, and will be held in the S. D. Baptist
house of worship. P. C. Ropuax,

" Dec, 80, 1875,

MONROE CO., NEW YORK.

For some years, all efforts to present the
truth in the vicinity of the Parma church
have proved vain. Trials, errors, and causes
‘of grief, had so scorched over the ground

that the seeds of truth, if scattered, could-

not germinate. It seemed, the majority of
‘the members being very aged and infirm,

“{hat the church must die out. During the!

_past year the little company have made very
_Garnest efforts to arige, and get above these
difficulties. KEach honest heart has prayed
for help to come out of self, and has.songht
by love to God and one another to attain
“sich a position that God could bless them.
" The death of a liftle child, poisoned by
“an overdose of laudanum, resulted in my
- heing solicited to preach the funcral sermon;
: God blessed the ocecasion to the awakening
of an interest among the lowly in this neigh-
'borhood. At their solicitation, I ‘consented
.10 hold one meeting, not expecting over a
tdozen would attend; but the house was
tfilled, and we continued night after night,
- despite severe weather, deep mud, and dark-
eSS,
" For the first two weeks, Methodists, Free
Methodists, and Baptists, all joined with us,
" and testified to being revived, and that God’s
; Bpirit was with us. Much good was done
“by a removal of prejudice. Many who had
tutterly refused to hear before, obtained a
fclear understanding of the reasons of our
faith and hope. Each night some came
forward for prayers. But I found some
“eclaring their sing pardoucd without a
knowledge of what sin was, and. claiming
 repentance without understanding what ve-
i pentance implied.  As the Lord helped in
‘making plain the binding force and obliga-
- tion of the law, the nominal professors used
‘their influence against the truth; yet the
“Tord continucd: to -bless. Held. meetings

‘tense eold, we cut a-hole in the ice, and two
happy souls were buried in the likeness of
.our Lord’s death, and arose to walk in new-
' ness of life. There are several who have
cwbraced the truth, and we hopé they will
- have made such advancement as to be pre-
~pared to join the ehurch by baptism on our
Creturn. -

:  Dear brethren and sisters, let us look up,
Let not doubts, fears, or discouragement fill
‘owr hearts. God is good.  Helwill-bless
“Jabor done solely for his honor and “glory.
' Letus have faith. God loves us—eares for
us, Cuss. B. RuvxoLps.

- Knapp's Corners, N. Y. ’

ILLINOIS.

My last report was dated Sept. 10. Scpt.
11-14, I was with Bro. Bliss in the tent at

- fruit of onr labor there.

- Sept. 15, held an evening meeting at Lov-
ington. This has been a field of some hard
battles, Our friends commenced well here
‘a6 L, now will they prove faithful? Will
they overcome every fault, that they may
stand in the Judgment?

Sept. 17-20, I labored in Wayne County.
Preached four times, immersed one, held
one ordimance meeting, and one Tract
Society meeting. In 1871 theve were only
two observers of the Lord’s Sabbath in this
county; mnow we have some thirty or more,
Many were suffering from intermittent fe-
_ver.  Ihad one hard chill.  On the Sabbath

I spoke in favor of health reform, and, said,
“I have no time to devote to the ague. I
determine to be free.” Some smiled at my
confidence; but now I may say, With, God’s
hlessing, that was my last chill. Truly, we
ought to walk in the clear light of this re-
form. .

Sept. 21, met a small company of Sabbath
 keepers in Jefferson County and spoke to
them. These were all (save two from
- Oliio). brought into the light of the Sabbath
- without the instrumentality of the . living
preacher, Perhaps I shall report this fact
more definitely in the future.

Sept. 24-28, I spent in Woodburn and
vicinity. Met some of the first-fruits of my
' public labors, Our friends here appear to
desire to “ go through; ” and yet they do not
- witness that prosperity which is desirable.
- And why? My answer is: Because this
work, in which we as a people are engaged, is
. not regarded as o specialty. If :we would
- cherish it as the third angel’s méssage, and
b obey it as precious. light from Heaven, the
. sacred presence' of the Author of this sys-

| from the faith.”
[in remembrance, . .

“five weeks. Last Sabbath, despite the in-]

‘ Dalton. Thank the Lord, we have some

 tem of truth would be felt among us here
in Illinois, as it has never been experienced
by us. Sad thought!, Many very many, are
-needlessly depriving themselves of power
to overcome. “The love of many shall
wax [grow] cold”” “Some shall depart
“J will therefore put you
. . that the Lord hav-
"ing saved the people out of the land of
' Egypt, afterward destroyed them that be-
lieved not.”

Dear friends of the cause everywhere,
let me entreat you not to backslide. It is
not only dangerous, but it is ungrateful—
L yes, sinful. How can we consent to ignore
[ this heavenly light?

" Lonely Sabbath-keepers, be pillars of the
-truth in your respective neighborhoods.
‘Remember that though you are not seen by
- your brethren, even for weeks and months,
 God’s all-seeing eye is upon us alll AU
‘must appear in the Judgment to answer for
all our influences here. Though standing
alone, your only hope is in not backsliding.
- Gen. 16:13.

Heads of families, neglect not the fam-

ily altar. This service is sacred. It is a
means of grace. Jer. 10:25.
But I commenced to report. Sept. 29, 1

spoke to a congregation of Disciples at
Vermont, Fulton Co. There is one Sabbath-
keeper here, and another person who is
very friendly, and studying.

Oct. 1-12, and Dec. 10-15, I was at
Aledo and vicinity, Through the fivst
series of meetings, 1 was alone in preaching.
Labored hard, and the Lord gave us a de-
cided victory. The evening of Oct. 11
will long be remembered by the brethren
and sisters at A, Wemet at Bro. Douglass’,
None but Sabbath-keepers were present.
It was appointed as a confession meeting.
The good Spirit was present, and we all felt
free to do duty. Tears flowed as confes-
sions were made. No one accused another.
Alienated brethren were vestored, and all
were encouraged. 'The meeting closed at
12:05 A. 1. ‘

I went to our last series of meetings in
Aledo with Bro. R. K. Andrews, who bore
a straight testimony to his childven in the
 faith. Being given in kindness, it was well
'received, Celebrated the rites of our dy-
ing Lord. Two refrained from partaking
because of a sense of unworthiness. Let
us all so live that we may feel free to
partake at the Lord’s table here, and be
worthy at last, through Christ, to be ealled
to the marriage supper on high. Bro.J. R.
. Whitham was chosen elder, and Bro. Cary
' Dryden, deacon, of the church at A.  They
were ordained to thelr respective offices.
 Sister Mary Miller was elected clerk.

G. W. Coxrcorbp.

KANSAS T. & M. SOCIETY,

THE general quarterly meeting of the Kan-
sas Tract and Missionary Society was to have
been held at Rock Creek, Osage Co., Kan,
Dec. 4 and 5. There was a notice of this
meeting in the Review for two or three
weeks, requesting all the directors to be pres-
ent, as there were important business matters
to be considered. Now imagine my surprise
on arriving at the place to find that not one
of the directors was there, and no members
of the Society except those who went with
me, that none came during the meeting, and
that only two districts reported (Nos. 2 and
3) although the appointment had been pub-
lished over a month. We have six districts,
and had but two reports. The following is a
summary of these :—

No. of letters written, 10 ; No. of new sub-
scribers for Review, 3 ; Instructor, 1. Distri-
“bution of reading matter: No. of Reviews
given away or loaned, 10; Siexs, 5; In-
structors, 1; Reformers, 9; pages of tracts,
8,595.

Money Rec'd by donation,  $7.00

“ “ from book sales, 4.70

Total, $11.70

Now, brethren and sisters of the Kansas
Tract Society, what are we going to do? Are
we determined to sleep on till Jesus comes
and then be found with our “lamps gone
out,” and no oilin our vessels, and to hear him
say, “ I know you not?’ Or are we going to
arouse, and go forward with the. message?
It is for us to decide. The messsge will go
and if we will not move on in the light God
has given us, we shall be left out, and others
will take our places and wear the crowns we
might have worn, if we had proved faithful.
‘Why is it that, while some societies are so
active and zealous, we appear almost lifeless?
Why is it that while others are doing so
much for us, we are doing &ttle or nothing
for oupselves? How dare we be conpected
with the people of God, and yet not work

when we have children, friends, and neigh-
bors, who are in danger of losing eternal
life? Why are we sleeping? Why not be
up and doing while the day lasts? for we
know that *the night cometh when no man
can work.”

Oh, be entreated to arouse, shake off the
stupor that holds you down, and go to work.

Break away from the spell that has been

brought upon you by your inactivity. Listen
to the giren voice no longer. ¢ Cursed be he
that doeth the work of the Lord negliently
[margin].” Jer. 48:10. Do we want to re-
ceive the curses of the Lord? or would we
rather receive his blessing? If we would
bave his blessing, let us take hold with
a will, and show by our works that we are

-on the Lord’s side; then at our next quar-

terly meeting let us see that we have some-
thing to report, and that we report it. And if
the directors will not do their duty, others
must take their places; for the Lord’s work
must be done, and well done.
J. N. Avzazs.
Farlinwille, Linn Co., Kan., Dec. 9, 1875,
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The T. & M. Work in District No. 1, Vt.

THE eighth quarterly meeting for Dist.
No. 1, was held at Berkshire, Vt., Oct. 30
aud 31, 1875. There was a good representa~
tion of our brethren and sisters from Bordo-
ville and East Richford on the Sabbath, and
while Bro. Hutchins reviewed the evidences of
our position the Spirit of the Lord witnessed
to the truth, and rested in a good degree
upon his servant and the people. A Baptist
preacher present, who had an idea that our
religion was nothing but a cold, shelly theory,
arose in our meeting and with deep emotion
said, “T am happily disappointed. The Spir-
it of the Lord is here” We trust he may
yet be led by the same Spirit to keep all the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus,

Before our meeting closed on the Sabbath,
the friends were all reminded that this was
a Tract and Missionary meeting, and that
the business pertaining to this branch of the
work would be attended to on the following
day. All were earnestly exhorted to remain
until the cloge of the meeting, but strange to
say, some who should have remained and as-
sisted in the business to be done, excused
themselves and returned to their homes,
leaving a few to do the work which shouid
be shared by all. But we are happy to say
that, notwithstanding these discouragements,
our meeting was one of interest, and as suc-
cessful as any previously held.

A unanimous vote was given in favor of
our district’s taking 1000 of the Health Al-
manacs. We have some here who will not
see an enterprise like this fail. "We believe
that when our General Conference (which we

 accept as our highest earthly authority) de-

cide upon a course of action, the object of

- which is to advance the light of truth in the
' world, it is the voice of God speaking to his

people. Hence we believe the almanac en-
terprise is in the order of the Lord, and our
people have acted their faith by taking from
our hands these almanacs and paying their
money for them. One little boy eleven
years of age sold 52 in three and ome-half
days. He will dispose of 48 more. Others
have the same spirit.

Bro. Bean and myself have been out on
the road the last week introducing our pub-
lications and the almanac. We can sell them
at nearly every house. We are not discour-
aged in our work, but shall continue to labor
in this direction. Personal effort is what is
needed. The Lord is coming. Are we doing
all we can to get the light of truth before the
people? Will our skirts be clear from the
blood. of souls in the great reckoning day?
Brethren and sisters of Digt. No. 1, let ug
gird on the armor anew, and labor on in this
great and glorious work.

CHarrES P. WHITFORD.

"’,!E,
Organization of Kansas T. & M. Society.

TaE Tract and Missionary Society of Mis-
souri and Kansas, héretofore existing, having
been dissolved, the members from Kansas
were called together for the purpose of organ-
izing a Tract and Missionary Society for that
State. .

Voted, That Eld. D. M. Canright. act as.
chairman and Chas. F. Stevens as Secretary
pro tem.

Voted, That the chairman appoint a com-
mittee of three to nominate permanent offi-
cers,

The chairman named the following persons
ag such committee : Smith Sharp, C. 8. Glover
and Joseph Lamont.

The Committee on Nominations reported
as follows : For President, J. N. Ayers ; Sec-
retary, Jennie Robb ; Treasurer, John Heli-
gass.  Directors : Dist. No. 1, 0. O. Bridges ;
No, 2,T. H. Wakeman ; No. 3, S. N.. Ayers;

in the present truth ever since,

No. 4, O, 8, Stevens; No. b, Geo. Kennedy ;
No. 6, A. J. Stover.

Voted, That we adopt the Constitution usu-
ally adopted by the T. and M. Societies.

Adjourned,

Cuas. F. Stevens, Sec. pro tem.

Mound City, Kan., Sept. 12, 1875.

P. 8. This was mislaid, or it would have
been sent sooner. C. F. 8.
32

Bro Garpner writes from Wood Co.,
Ohio:—

I have kept God’s Sabbath five years.
I embraced the advent faith in 1843, My-
self and wife have none of like precious
faith with whom to worship God, but we
intend to keep the commandments of God
and the faith of Jesus. The REvizw comes
to us, laden with choice food for the soul.
{t is like a plentiful shower to a thirsty
and.

Dbitnary Hotices.
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Blessod are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth,”
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DiEp, near Mt. Plessant, Iowa, Sept. 26, 1875,
of congestive chill fever, sister Almira Pierce, wife
of Eld. Stephen Pierce. Sister Pierce was the
daughter of Oliver Tarbell, Esq., and was born

‘in Cavendish, Vt., Nov. 22, 1806, She united with
.the Baptist church in 1831,

She began to keep
the Sabbath in 1852, and has been a full believer
She had been
in feeble health for many years, which had a'de-

pressing influence upon her spirits, and being nat-

urally inclined to think poorly of herself, she was
led at times to doubt her acceptance with God,
and take rather a wsad view of life. But sister
Pierce was an excellent woman, a lover of truth
and righteousness, one who would not do a wreng.
knowingly for anything. She feared God greatly
through her whole Christian life, and we cannot
doubt but that like Mr, Fearing, in Bunyan’s ¢ Pil-
grim’g Progress,” she will triumphantly enter
through the gates into the city., ¢ Blessedy are the
poor in spirit; for théirs is the kingdom of Heav-
en,” Guo, I. Bursner,

Drep, at Mt, Pleasant, Jowa, August 4, 1875,
Bro. Stephen T, Fowler in the forty-eighth year of
his age. . His disease was jaundice. Bro. F.
was born in 8t. John, New Brunswick, Oct. 26,
1827. He embraced the truth in Cleveland, Minn.,
in the autumn of 1862, under the labors of Bro J:
N. Andrews. He has lived at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa,
nearly seven yesrs, His death is a real loss to
our church, already weakened by the decesse of
other valuable members. He served acceptably as
clerk and tressurer, and we miss him from our
meetings, He was respected in the community as
a man of integrity. - We trust itis well with Bro. F,
and hope to meet him in the better world. .

Geo. I. BurLER.

Diep, of disease of the liver, in Genoa, N. Y.,
Dec, 15, 1875, sister Mary Eleanor Upson, in the-
thirty-eighth year of her age. Sister Upson em-
braced the truth when quite young, and was bap-
tized by Bro. White, atCatlin, Chemung Co., N. Y.,
about 24 years ago. She has endeavored tolivea con-
sistent Christian life ever since that time, although
on account of peculiar trials, for several years hope
and courage seemed at times almost to give placeto
despair. But we are glad to say that for some
time in the past she was enabled to trust more
fully in the merits of a crucified and risen Saviour,
whereby hope and courage scemed to spring up
anew, and her prospects for eternal -life to bright-
en, and that the evidenoes of her acceptance with
the Lord remained with her till the close of life.-

E. 8. LANE.

Dixp, of liver complaint, at Hector, Renville
Co., Minn., Dec. G, 1875, sister Nancy J. Clarke,
aged thirty years. Sister Clarke was formerly a,
member of the M. E. Church, but last winter she,
commenced to investigate the subject of present
truth, and became convinced. She had no oppor-
tunity of uniting with & church of 8. D. Adventists,
but was in full sympathy with them. She was.
taken sick the first of November, During the
first part of her sickmess sho experienced great.
darkness, but at last the victory was gained. She.
leaves four children to the care of her friends.

J. J. Crarge.

D1z, of typhoid fever, at Mount Hope, Wis., Oct.
28, 1875, Martin Thomas, in the sixty-eighth year
of his age. He wag for fifty years a follower of
Christ. Three years he was an observer of the
Sabbath of the Lord and a believer in the traths of
the third angel’s message. He died in. the.full as-
surance of o part in the first resurrection. Funer-
al discourse by Eld, John Atkinson from Rev. 14:
18, to a large and attentive audience.

Mary THOMAS..

Diep, at Friendship, Wis., Dec. 8, 1875, after a
short illness, Mary L., daughter of,J. P. and
Phebe Judd, of Douglas Center, aged twenty-three
years and eleven months. Sheembraced the triith
last spring, under the labors of Bro. Sanborn, and
by & consistent Christian life won the confidence
and esteem .of all. 8he hag left a large circle of
relatives and friends who mourn their untimely
logs. DBut our sorrow is mingled with hope; for
she sleeps in Jesus, and is blegsed. The fumeral
services were held in the meeting-house at Biiggs-
ville, and were conducted by Bro. Baker.

G. C. Tex~Ey.

Digp, of consumption, at Sandyville, Iowa, Dec.
2, 1875, sister Anna  Hodge, only daughter of
Noah Hodge, aged seventeen years and six months.
She often expressed resignation to the will 6£*&éd,
and frequently repeated Ps. 23:4: ¢« Thy rod and:
thy staff they comfort me.” By requgst.a. fuperal

discourse was given by the writer from the above
text, to a large aiid attentive congregation. =
¢ R MoBRtson.
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7%~ The fine piece of music given on our
second editorial pagé is taken from ‘“The Crown
of Life,” a new Sunday-school hymn and tune
book published by W. W. Whitney, Toledo,
O. So far as we have examined .it, we think
this book will give better satisfaction than any
of its kind yet published. :

2%~ The class taking Biblical lectures in Bat-
tle Creek College the present winter, now num-
bers thirty-one, with a prospect of some farther
additions. The members are wide awake intel-
ligent young men and women, of studious and
inquiring minds. The course promises to be an
interesting one.

Z7#~T. De Witt Talmage is now making a
tour West in response to a petition signed by
thousands, among them many prominent in
church circles, that he would lecture before them
on the subject of the expulsion of the Bible
from the Public Schools.

72~ We are requested to remind ‘those s B.
treasurers of the Mich. Conference who have
not yet made their last quarterly reports for the
yeaxr that those reports are now due.

Ter Turxs GerTine READY.—An eastern
paper, speaking of the present financial embar-
Tassment of the Providence Tool Company, says:
¢¢The Providence Tool Company will issue a
statement to-morrow [Dec. 20, 1875] showing
that it has a contract with the Turkish govern-
ment for the manufacture of 600,000 rifles, with
the option of accepting an additional order for
200,000.” ‘

THE SECOND SABBATH.

THE second Sabbath of the year, was, like
" the first, a good day with the church in Battle
Creek. The social meeting in the afternoon
was especially encouraging. Seventy-two spoke
in quick succession. To hear testimonies borne
by those of different nationalities’ now stopping
for a time with us, English, French, Italian,
DPanish and Norwegian, borne, some of them,
with the deepest feeling, those of other tongues
expressing the most intense interest for their
own people, and expressing the donvietion that
the message is to be brief, and that the Lord is
about to visit his people in power, was most
cheering, The conviction seems to be growing
strong in many minds that the Lord is soon to
revive his people—that is, such among them as
put themselves into a position to receive that
blessing. ’ U. 8.

BOARDERS’ UNION.

WritH a view to the best interests of the
school, those of our brethren and sisters who
board, or rent rooms to, those attending the
-college, have organized themselves into an asso-
ciation under the name of ¢“ Boarders’ Union.”
In their articles of organization, its object is
stated thus :— '

“ The purpose for which this organization is
formed is, (1) to aid in maintaining proper disci-
pline among the students attending Battle Creek
College, (2) to enable us to have one standard
by which we, who room or board students, may
be governed, and thus be better prepared to
¢o-operate unitedly with the Board of Trustees
and the teachers in the school in maintaining
discipline.” Among the regulations, it is stated
that the members of this union shall have over-
sight and special care for students, and give the
same attention to their general good, that they
would receive from their parents at home. The
object is to see that the time of the students out
of school hours shall be properly spent, and
correct deportment be maintained.. 'We believe
this is a move in the right direction, and that it
will result in good. : U. 8.

THE YOUTH’S INSTRUCTOR.

Tae YourH’s INsTRUCTOR is the only paper
for children and youth published in the wide
world that is in the hands of’ those who are giv-
ing to the world the last message of mercy be-
fore Jesus comes. This fact alone makes it a
paper of importance. Besides this, the paper
will speak for itself wherever inproduced. To
.obtain subscribers for this neat and interesting
paper is a noblé work for children and youth.
Here you can work for Jesus. Here is a ¢hance
to become missionaries for the Lord.

Directors of our Tract Societies should en-
deavor to enlist the youth as canvassers for the
InsTrRUCTOR. Wheve is the youth who loves the
InstrUcTOR that cannot do something in this
good work? Take a few copies of this excellent
paper, show them to the youth in your neighbor-
hood, and see if you cannot get their names
with twenty-five cents for the INSTRUCTOR one
year. Read the little letter in the December
number of the INsTrRUcTor from Birdie Boise,
Mill Grove, Ohio. This little missionary has
obtained ten subscribers. Think of this, and
see what you can do. I am almost certain that

and Jesus loves the workers.
H. A. St. Joun.

Lixn the old mail through the forest, youthful
years go slowly by;

Like the fast mail of the present, manhood’s years
how swift they fly;

We are sitting in the shadows; soon shall break
life’s brittle cord—

Soon shall come the welcome summons by the fast
mail of the Lord.

—Rochester Democrat.

NOTICE.

To whom it may coxfcern : Bro. A. M. Mann,
secretary of the Ohio Conference of 8. D. Ad-
ventists, has resigned his office to me. All per-
sons, therefore, having business with the State
secretary, will address me at Clyde, Sandusky
Co., Ohio, Box 600. H. A, 8t. Jonx.

Yk

Doubts of Our Personal Acceptance.t

THE REMEDY.

A OBRTAIN writer, speaking of the Christians
of apostolic times, says. ¢“ The vision of Heaven
was in their eye; and until they reached it,
their Lord had engaged to provide for all their
wants, and had engaged to do this solely that
they might give their undivided attention to
his service. Of doubts and fears about their
personal interest in his love they appear to have
known nothing ; that is a disease peculiar to the
morbid and selfish piety of modern days. The
element of activity and benevolence in which
they lived secured them against such a malady,
and produced a race of Christians, vigorous, holy
and happy.”

Those who simply seek their own salvation,
making no effort for the salvation of others,
may well have doubts and fears respecting them-
selves ; for they do not manifest the disposition
of Him who for our sakes becawme poor to make
us rich, and suffered death for us that we might

live. And if any man have not the spirit of
Christ he is none of his. One of the poets has
sung :—

¢¢’Tig a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought,

Do I love the Lord, or no?
Am 1 his, or am I not?”

Now the best, and the only sovereign remedy
to quell these anxious fears, is to follow Christ
in his example of self-sacrifice and benevolence.
Go to work in his vineyard. If with a genuine
love of souls we engage in active benevolence
to save our fellow-men, and steadfastly continue
our efforts, our doubés will be dispelled," and
our time will be better filled than it is while
selfishly and anxiously brooding over our fears
respecting our own interest in our Saviour’s
love. R. F. CorrRELL,

A REQUEST.

Nor a single church in Ohio made a pledge to
the State Conference at its last session ; or if
any have, I cannot find it, although I have care-
fully examined the secretary’s records that have
just passed into my hands. I am quite sure
that the State Conference has no claim on any
church within its limits. This, no doubt, was
an oversight in our churches. I am certain you
do not intend to forsake the Conference treas-
ury, but as it stands we cannot do the business
of the Conference properly, nor can we tell how
much means to depend upon to support and
advance the cause the present year. Now it is
not too late to do something yet.

I make this request to churches that paid any
8. B, for 1875. Send all your s. B. that you
have on hand, or may yet obtain, that belongs
to 1875, as soon and as fast as you get it, to
the State treasurer, and report the amount you
send, to me. When you send money to the
State treasurer, address, George Smith, Nor-
walk, Huron Co., Ohio, Box 532. Be careful
to put on the box, as there are other persons in
Norwalk by the same name. Do not touch the
8. B, for 1876 until next Conference, unless
called for. These remarks are intended espe-
cially for the consideration of elders and s. B.

treasurers, H. A. St. Jomn.

the editor loves such little missionary letters, -

One Hundred Dollars Each.

W here give the names of those east of the
plains who have paid one hundred dollars each,
to purchase a power press, engine, and printing
material for the Pacific Coast. Others will be
added as fast as paid.

Previously Acknowledged $7900.

R. Godsmark & wife 100 8. Vincent........100

78~ 1f any Sabbath-keeping farmer in Mich.
would like to employ a boy 18 years of age to
work on his farm, Address,
Frank C. HopaEs.
Pompey Hill, Onon. Co., N. Y.

__ Appointments,
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And ag ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of He a ven is at hand #
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QUARTERLY meeting of Wis. T. & M. Society,
Dist. No. 1, will be held at Oakland, in con-
nection with the general meeting, Jan. 21, 1876.
Librarians are requested to forward their re-
ports in season for the meeting. There will be
teams at Fort Atkinson, Thursday, Jan. 20, to
accommodate those who may come on the cars.

A. Ousown, Director,

THE next quarterly meeting of the Tract &
Missionary Society of Dist. No. 7, will be held
at Ithaca, Gratiot Co., Mich., Jan. 29, 30.
Will each librarian please send in his report in
time to me at Pompei, Gratiot Co., Mich. A
general attendance is desired. Let us try to do
our duty well. )

Frankrin Squire, Director.

QUARTERLY meeting for the church of Burn-
side, Wis., Feb. 4 and 5, 1876. The brethren
from Modena and Arkensaw are requested to
attend. Let us come to this meeting seeking
the blessing of God, and consecrating ourselves
anew to his work. Bro. L Sanborn is urgently
requested to meet with us. :

J. D. MULHOLLEN.

GENBRAL meeting for the Tract and Mission-
ary Society of Wisconsin, at Oakland, Jan, 21—
23, 1876.  Let every district in the State hold
a quarterly meeting one or two weeks before
the general meeting ; and let every director do
his duty, that we may have a full report from
every district. Send reports immediately after
your meeting to the State secretary, E R Gil-
lett, Monroe, Green Co., Wis. Be faithful in
the work of God. Let us have a general gather-
ing of our people. 0. A, OLsEN, Pres.

Taere will be quarterly meetings in Minne-
sota as follows :—

Kingston, Jan. 22, 23, 1876,
North Kingston, Tuesday, ¢ 25, ¢«
River Falls, “ 8, 9, <
Maiden Rock, “ 15, 16, ¢
Lake City, Tuesday, “ 18, «

3
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MoxNTHLY meeting at Carson City, Mich.,
Jan. 29, 30, 1876. We hope to see a general
gathering from Bushnell, Estella, N. Shades,
and Matherton. A. O. BURRILL.

THE next quarterly meeting for the church at
Waterloo, Grant Co., Wis., will be held Jan. 29
and 30, 1876. Brethren and sisters from other
churches are invited. Will Eld. Atkinson at-
tend ? JEHIEL GANIARD.

QUARTERLY meetings of Vermont T. & M.
Society as follows :—
Dist. No. 6, at Granville, Jan. 29, 30, 1876.
€6 4 at Bristol, Feb. b, 6, <
Please give reports to the district secretaries
in good time. Andletall come to the meetings,
earnestly seeking the blessing of the Lord.
Opportunities will be given for baptism.
. A, S. HurcHins.
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“ Not slothful in Business, Rom 11:12.

Tue post-office address of G. V. Kilgore is
Nebraska City, Otoe Co., Neb.
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Garvin 50c 48-1, M Savage 25¢ 47-13,” B A Sigman 50
47-18, Orin Bates 2,10 49-3, Wm L Brisbin 1.50 48-1
C Maholm 50¢ 48-1, Mrs Sadie Waterman 50¢ 48-1, 1
A Barlow 50c 48-1, Harmon Camp 50c 47-13, D B Weld
50¢ 47-18, John Hoxey 70e¢ 48-1, J Hann 70c 48-1, M4
lissa J Meyers 1.25 48-20. 4

Bools Sent by Mail, -3
G Davis 85¢, G W Coleord 15¢c, L Sargeant 25¢, }
Lobdell 10e, J C Loomis $400,J B Stellweﬁ 20¢, Jamg
Chever 20c, Charles L Boyd 68¢, Mrs C B Tower 8
Geo A King 87c, J Lamout 50c, Mrs Rev John 4§
Meacham 2bc, C Sindall 1,60, Mary Fitsimmons 504
Hatiie McEnterfer 2.75, Samuel W Gross 85c, Mrs]
MecNitt 25¢, David Jones 10¢, Mrs C A Burt 10¢, Ly.
Y Heller 40c, Richard Moran 1loc, E Starbuck 10c,
Larson 10¢, Almira Smith 1.00, Eletha Ohaffee 2.75, §
A Wheeler 20c¢, John C Miller 8.65, D P Curtis 15¢,
Bartlett 1,00, Wm Fenner 2.84, Wm L Geiger 20c, E
Hayes 20c, D H Lamson 1.50, Mrs B Sweet 1.00
Hanson 15¢, A W Hewgley 10c, C Rosenthal 63c, M
Laura A Wheeler 50c, Juniur Wheeler 1.00, J W Pr
1.50, Haus Rasmussen 50c, Mrs L D Miller 25¢, }
Cath Hoenes 2.00, J N Flack 10c, Samuel Wallig 1
Mary Montgomey 10c, H H Brunsteter 60c, C A Gre
925¢, G W Lamson 25¢, E D Hurlburt45¢, A D Love 5
E M Cady 10c, Emma Black 25¢, Samuel K Pottengg
25¢, John Musser 2.50, M Cummings 25c, Henr#
Youngs 25¢, John Warner 30c, J W McWilliams 304
Millie Morse 85c, Elizabeth Fastle 50¢, C B Dodge 2
T D Dalexter 25¢, Ruthama Sanford 15c.

Books Sent by Haxpress.

Moses Randall, Dodge Center, Dodge Co., Min
$5 00, Mrs H C Mitchell, Nevada, Iowa, 6.14, Calv
Peters, Wyoming, Ont., 34.56, Eld John ¥ Hansoy
Elk Horn, Iowa, %‘2_67, A S Hutchins, Barton Landing
Vt., 19.88, John G Hedrick, Bunker Hill, Ind., 1
Isaac Zirkle, Middleton, Henry Co., Ind., 3.87, Jam
Harvey, South Bend, Ind., 9.88, R J Lawrence, Roclf
ester, Mich , 1174, W Emerick, Sumner, Lawrend
Co, IlL, 8.50, Chas L Boyd, Exter, Filmore Co.. Nebj
7.82, M B Miller, Vicksburg, Mich., 10.44, Frank &
Barton, 9.87. |

Books Sent by Freight.
C F Stevens, Elk Falls, Kan,, $67.93, Milton Stan
bury, Topeka, Kan., 17.60, Eld James White, Oaklan
Cal’, 12.25, & V Kilgore, Salem, Richardson Co., Nebil
26.85, W H Eggleston, Buffulo, N, Y., 18.75, Samud
Thurston, Randolph, N. Y., 18 75. -3
8, D, A, Educational Society.
Richard Humphries $5.00, William Humphries 5.
Aurilla Curtis 10.00, Noah Carahoof 30.00, Cysth
MeCoy 25e.
Mich. Cenf. Fund,
Otsego (s. B.) $25.00, Posterville (s. 8.) 21.00, Bro
gon (8. B.) 8.06 Newton (s. B.) 42.00, I A Demill & fai
ily (s. B.) .45,
Share 8. D, A, P, Association.
J L Lewis $10.00.

Swiss Mission.
Isaac R Best $10.00, H C S Carus & wife 12.
Fredric Walter 5.00.
Mich. T. & M. Society,
Dist No 1 per 8 D Salisbury $19.50.
Book Fund. N

Robert Ladlee $2,00, Noah Carahoof 25.00, Hel

Andrews 1.00. :
Mo. & Kan. Ministers.

Wm Ings $5.00, ¢ Letter No 1 10.00, C B Towy
10.00, Pol%y Conklin 1.00, L Patterson 1.00, Sarg
Glascock 2.00, Jacob Shively & wife 10.00, Cynthy
McCoy 50c. E

Pacific Mission, 4

AT Oxley $11.50, “Friend zealous” 11.50, N-j

Richmond 11.50, J U Cottrell 5.00, Cynthia MoCof

50c.
\ Educational did Fund,
C B Tower $10.00, Susan Shively 10.00, Jacob Sh'ive’

15.00. ;
Gen. Conf, Fund. 4

G ‘W Barker 50c.

Danish Mission.

Bygvraae $2.00.
Share in Health Institute.

G F Richmond $25.00.

Cash Rec’d on Accownt.
Ohio T & M Society $40.58, Wm Evans 50c, Cal T
M Society per Siaxs or Tines 5,50, Maine T & M Sodj

ty 4.00, Ind T & M Society per G W White 20.00, T4
teward 8.00, A J Stover 4,00, M B Miller 10.00, G

Kilgore 20.00.
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