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THE GUEST.

hearth was cold, the lamp burned dim,
ound my low cot the storm beat wild;
jud through the long hours of the night

v heart cried like & hungry child.

I ctied, and would not be appeased;

| My tired head drooped upon my breast,
Wihose eruel wound and cheerless void
 Mocked weary nature’s hopeless guest.

ind all the while One stood without
_Who hore the rude and bitter blast,
il knocked, and waited at my door;

E My dull ear caught the sound at last.

iYho seeks me at this lonely hour?
L [s:it & wanderer unhoused—

y neighbor, worn, and faint, and cold 7
ty and shame my spirit roused.

Bopened ; ere my lips could frame

f The words of welcome to my Guest,

Iy obild,” he said; ¢« my Kiog!” I eried,
b And quivering sobs told all the rest.

yiord’came in and shut the door;

A blessed silence filled the place,
Bile, (hrough my blinding tears, I felt
f The tender chiding of his face.

e needed not that I.shonld speak ;

[ know not if he spoke at all;

fut ere the motn came fair and still :
My soul grew strong tg break her thrall,

fosoothed me, cheered me, drew me near
£ 7o rest on his own patient heart; C
he saored fellowship of pain

| Has taught me how to bear

my part. B
— Mary Townley.

E@z‘mxal drtickes,

§ 0UR COUNTRY'S PROGRESS,
i (Concluded.)

R Arts, Sciences, and Invention have
e great progress In our country during
% last hundred years,. These, at the close
L Revolution, were of liftle account in
g nating the advance of the race. The
& ctitioners of the Arts of Design, at that
$iod, were chiefly Europeans. Of native
bists, C. W. Peale and J. 8. Copley stood
Zthe head of painters. There were no
Fhtors, and no engravers of any em-
$ce.  Architects, in the proper sense,
& were none. After the Revolution a
& good painters appeared, and these have
Rdually increased in.numbers and excel-
qee, without much eneouragement, ekcept
Boortraiture, until within the last twenty-
it years. We have now good sculptors,
Fhitects, engravers, and lithographers;
gl in all of these departments, as well
§ 1 photography, very great progress has
o made within the last thirty or forty
5. In wood engraving, especially, the
gpovement has been wonderful. Forty
s ago there were not more than a dozen
bctitioners of the art in this country; now
§oe are between four and five hundred.
J the head of that elags of artists stands
finame of Dr. Alexander Anderson, who
£ the first man who engraved on wood
fthe United States. He died in 1870 at
Feage of ninety-five years. In bank note
Eraving we have attained to greater ex-
fllerice than any other people. It is con-
fered the most perfect branch of the art
Fdesign and execution.
$Associations have been formed for im-
forements in the Arts of Design. The
t was organized in Philadelphia in 1791,

by C. W. Peale, in connection with Cer-
acchi, the Ttalian sculptor. Tt failed. Tn
1802 the American Academy of Fine Arts
was organized in the city of New York,
and in 1807 the Pennsylvania Academy of
Fine Arts, yet in existence, was established
in Philadelphia. In 1826 the American
Academy of Fine Arts wag superseded by
the National Academy of Design, in the
city of New York, which is now a flourish-
ing institution.

In education and literature our progress
has kept pace with other things. At the
very beginning of settlements, the common
sehool was made the speeial care of the
State.in New England. Not so much at-
tention was given to this matter elsewhere
in the Colonies. The need of higher in-
stitutions of learning was early felt; and
cighteen years after the landing of the
Pilgrims from the May Flower, Harvard
College was founded. When the war for
independence began there were nine col-
leges in the Colonies, namely, Harvard, at
Cambridge, Mass.; William and Mary, at
Williamsburg, Va.; Yale, at New Haven,
Conn.; College of New Jersey, 2t Prince-
ton; University of Pennsylvania, at Phil-
adelphia; King’s (now Columbia) in the
city of New York; Brown University, at
Providence, R. L; Darmouth, at Hanover,
N. H.; and Rutgers at New Brunswick, N,
J. There are now about 300 colleges in
the United States.

At the period of the Revolution, teach-
ing in the common schools was very mea-
gre, and remained so for full thirty years.
Only reading, spelling, and arithmetic, were
regularly taught, The Psalter, the New
Testament, and the Bible, constituted the
reading-books. No history was read; no
geography or grammar were taught; and
until the putting forth of Webster’s Spell-
ing Book in 1783, pronunciation was left
to the judgment of teachers. That book
produced a revolution.

- As the nation advanced in wealth and
intelligence, the necessity for correct pop-
ular edueation became more and more man-
ifest, and assoelated efforts were made for
the improvement of the schools by pro-
viding for the training of teachers, under
the respective phases of Teachers’ Associ-
ations, HKducational Periodicals, Normal
Schools, and Teaehers’ Institutes. The
first of these societies in this country was
the “Middlesex County Association for the
Improvement of Common Schools,” estab-
lished at Middletown, Connecticut, in 1799,
But little of importance was done in that
direction until within the last forty-five
years. Now provision is inade in all sec-
tions of the Union, not only for the support
of common schools, but for training-schools
for teachers. Since the civil war, great
efforts have been made to establish com-
mon-school systems in the late slavelabor
States, that should inelude among the ben-
eficiaries the colored population. Much
has been done in that regard.

* Very great improvements have been
made in the organization and discipline of
the public schools in cities within the last
thirty years. Frec schools are rapidly
spreading their beneficent influence over
the whole Union, and in some States laws
have been made that compel all children
of a certain age to go to school. Institu-
tions for the special culture of young wom-
en in all that pertains to college eduncation,
have been established within a few years.
The pioneer in this work is Vassar College,
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., which was first
opened in the year 1865.

Besides the ordinary means for educa-
tion, others have been established for spe-
cial purposes. There are Law, Scientific,
Medical, Theological, Military, Commer-
cial, and Agricultural Sghoeols, and sem-
inaries for the deaf, dumb, and blind. In
many States school district librarvies have
been established. There are continually
enlarging means provided for the educa-
tion of the whole people. Edmund Burke

said, “Education is the cheap defense of
nations.”

Our literature is as varied as the tastes
of the people. No subject escapes the at-
tention of our native scholars and aunthors.
At the period of the Revolution, books
were few in variety and numbers, A larg-
er portion of them were devoted to the-
ological subjects. Booksellers were few,
and were onlyfound in the larger cities. Va-
rious subjects were discussed in pamphlets
—not generally in newspapers as now.
The editions of books were small, and. as
stereotyping was unknown, they became
rare in a few years, because there was only
a costly way of reproduction.

In the year 1801, a new impetus was
given to the book trade by the formation of
the “ American Company of Booksellers”
—a kind of “union.” Twenty years later
contpetition broke up the association. Be-
fore the war of 1812 the book trade in the
United States was small, School books
only had very large sales. Webster’s
Spelling Book was an example of the in-
creasing demand for such helps to eduea-
tion,
gaged on his Dicticnary, the income from
his Spelling Book supported him and his
family. It was published in 1788, and its
sales have continually increased to the
present time, when they amount to over
1,000,000 copies a year. Other school
books of every kind unow have an immense

annual cireulation. The general book trade.

in this country is now immense in the num-
ber of volumes issued and the capital and
labor employed. Readers are rapidly in-
creasing. An ardent thirst for knowledge
or entertainment to be found in books,
magazines, and newspapers, makes a very
large demand for these vehicles, while, at
the sawne time, they produce widespread
intelligenee. The magazine literature, now
generally healthful, is a powerful eoadjutor
of books in this popular culture; and the
newspaper, not always so healthful, s11£pliés
the daily and weekly demand for epheme-
rals in literature and general knowledge.
To supply that demand required great im-
provements in printing machinery, and these
have been supplied.

The printing-press, at the time of the
Revolution, is shown in that used by Frank-
lin, in which the pressure force was ob-
tained by means of a screw. The ink was
applied by huge balls; and an expert work-
man could furnish about fifty impressions
an hour. This was improved by Earl Stan-
hope in 1815, by substituting for the screw
a jointed lever, Then came inking ma-
chines, and one man could work off 250
copies an hour. Years passed on, and the
cylinder press was invented; and in 1847
it was perfeeted by Richard M. Hoe, of
New York. This has been further im-
proved lately, and a printing-press is now
used which will strike off 15,000 news-
papers printed on both sides, every hour.

The newspapers printed in the United
States at the beginning of the Revolution
were few in number, small in size, and
very meagre in information of any kind.
They were issued weekly, semi-weckly, and
tri-weekly. The first daily newspaper is-
sued in ‘this country was the American
Daily Advertiser, established in Philadel-
phia in 1784. 1In 1775 there were 37 news-
papers and periodicals in the United States,
with an aggregate issue that year of 1,200,
000 copics. In 1870 the number of daily
newspapers in the United States was 542;
and of weeklies, 4,425. Of the dailies,
800,000,000 were issned that year; of the
weeklies, 600,000,000, and of other serial
publications 100,000,000, making an aggre-
gate of full 1,500,000,000 copies. To these
figures should be made a large addition at
the close of 1875. There arte now about
forty newspapers in the United States
which have existed over fifty years.

In the providing of means for moral and
religious culture and benevolent enterprises,
there has Deen great progress in this

During the twenty years he was en- |

country during the century now closing.
The various religiotus denominations have
increased in membership fully in propor-
tion to the Increase of population. Asy-
lums of every kind for the unfortunate and
friendless have been multiplied in an equal
ratio, and provision is made for all.

One of the most conspicuous examples of
the growth of our republic is represented
by the postal service. Dr. Franklin had
been Colonial Postmaster-General, and he
was appointed to the same office for one
year by the Continental Congress in the.
Summer of 1775, e held the position a
little more than a year, and at the end of
his official term there were about 50 post-
offices in the United States, All the ac-
eounts of the General Post-Office Depart-
ment during that period were contained in
a small book consisting of about two quires
of foolscap paper, which is preserved in the
Department at Washington City. Through
all the gloomy years of the weak Confed-
eracy the business of the Department was
comparatively light; and when the national
government began its career in 1789 there
were only about seventy-five post-offices,
with an aggregate length of post-roads of
about 1,900 miles. The annual income
was $28,000, and the annual expenditures
were $32,000. The mails were carried by
postmen on horseback, and sometimes on
foot. Now the number of postoffices:
is over 33,000; the aggregate length of
post-routes 256,000 miles; the annual rev-
enue $23,000,000, and the annual expendi-
tures $29,000,000.

We may safely claim for our.people and
eountry a progress in all that constitutes a
vigorous and prosperous nation during the
century just passed, equal, if not superior
to that of any other on the globe. And to
the inventive genius and skill of the Amer-
icans may be fairly awarded a large share of
the honor acquired by the construction of
machinery which has so largely taken the
place of manual labor. In that progress
the American citizen beholds a tangible
prophecy of a brilliant future for his coun-
try.

DO BEASTS HAVE IMMORTAL S0TL8?

( Continued. )

DECEPTION IN ANIMALS.

TaaT animals can cheat ;znd deceive is
plainly shown by the following:—

¢“One of my friends had a couple of little toy
terrier dogs. As is usually the cage in such in-
stances, though very fond of each other, they
were horribly jealouswith regard to their master,
and neither could endure to see the other caress-
ed. It so happened that one of them broke its
leg, and was in consequence much petted. Tts
companion, seeing the attention that was paid
to the injured animal, pretended to be lame it-
self, and came limping to its master, holding up
the corresponding leg, and trying to look as if
it were in great pain,

¢ The following anecdote is sent me by a friend:

¢ ¢ A Skye terrier of our acquaintance named .
“Mont” had at one time a very sore leg, and
during his illness he got a great deal of sympa-
thy and petting. Ever since, when he has been
in any mischief, he comes running on three logs,
holding up the one which was once sore, but is
now quite well. In his own way he is quite as
arrant an impostor as the well-known begging
“gailor” with one leg tied up to look asif he
had lost it.””

« A curious and rather ludicrous instance of
cheatery on the part of the dog was observed by
one of my friends.

¢“He has three little black-and-tan terriers,
father, mother, and daughter, which are great
pets, and consider the house as their own prop-
erty. Like most pet dogs, they have their fa-
vorite spots by way of couches; and as they all
three generally take a fancy to the same spot,
there i8 occasionally a difference of opinion: and
a slight loss of temper. The one pet spot of all
is a soft cushion at the head of a sofa. Now the
cushion had accommodated easily the father and
the mother ; but when the daughter came, and
in course of time wanted her share of the couch,
it was found that the quarters were rather too
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limited for comfort, especially as the daughter
persisted in growing until she reached the size
of her parents, ’

“One day the father and daughter had got
into the room first, and, aceording to custom,
made straightway for the cushion, on which they
established themselves comfortably, occupying
the whole of its surface. Presently the mother
came in, and also went to the cushion. She
tried to take her place on it, but her husband
was too selfish and her daughter too undutiful
to move, and in consequence she had to retire.

‘¢ Presenly she went to the farthest corner of
the room, and suddenly began to scratch violent-
ly, barking, growling, and sniffing as if she were
digging out arat. Up jumped the others, all
blazing with excitement, and anxious to have
their share of the sport, As soon as they had
got their noses well down in the corner, the
mother ran to the sofa at full speed, jumped on
the cushion, curled herself round, and was hap-
py. However, she was generous in victory, and
made room for her hmsband and daughter as
they came back 1o the sofa crest-fallen and hu-
miliated.”

““One of the most amusing anecdotes of at-
tempted cheatery is narrated of an elephant
by Lady Barker :— B

“¢'When we paid them a visit upon the after-
noon of the storm, the huge beasts were taking
a bath, or rather giving it to themselves by fill-
ing their trunks with water and dashing it over
their heads, trumpeting and enjoying themselves
immensely. At a little distance the cooks were
busy baking the chupatties—a muffin as large as
a soup-plate, and nearly as thick—in mud ovens;
and the grass-cutters had been down to a ¢ jhed,”
ar pond, near, to wash the dust off the large bun-
dles of grass for the elephants’ suppers. We
talked a little to the mahouts, and one very
picturesque old man seemed exceedingly proud

‘of his elephant’s superior slyness and cunning,
‘and begged us to stay and see him ‘‘cheat.”

So we waited till ¢ Burra Sahib,” or ¢« Mnr,
Large,” had finished his bath and came slowly up
to the mahout for his supper.

¢t ¢ The mahout called out to the cook to bring
the chupatties, and made us retire behind a tree
and watch what Burra Sahib did. As soon as
the cook went away, the elephant put up his
trunk and broke off a large bough of the tree
‘above him. This they generally do to serve as
a brush to keep off flies, so he knew that was
nothing remarkable. He then looked slyly
sround him with his bright, little, cunning eyes;
and as he could not see his mahout, he thought
the coast was clear, and hastily snatched up a
chupattie, which he put under the branch on
the top of his head. I moticed how carefully
he felt with his flexible trunk if any edge was
uncovered, and arranged the leaves so as to hide
his spoil completely. )

¢ ¢ Burra Sahib then raised his voice and bel-
lowed for his supper in loud and discordant tones.
The mahout then ran up as if he had been a long
distance off, stood in front of him, and com-
menced handing him the chupatties, counting
as he did so, one, two, three, and so on. The
elephant received each'in his trunk, and put it
gently into his huge mouth, bolting it as though
it had been a small pill. Twelve chupatties

. was the allowance, and he required this: sort of

’

food to keep him in good condition, When the
mahout came to number eleven muffin he looked
about for the twelfth in great dismay, pretend-
ing that he could not think what had become of
it, and calling for the cook to scold him, search-
ing on the ground, and wondering, in good Hin-
dostanee, where that other chupattie could be.
The elephant joined in the search, turning over
an empty box which was near, and trumpeting
loudly.

¢ ¢ The mahout was delighted to see how much
this farce amused me, and at last he turned sud-
denly to the elephant, who was still hunting
eagerly for the missing chupattie, and reviled
him as a thief and a ““big owl,” adding all sorts
of epithets, and desiring him to kneel down,
which Burra Sahib did very reluctantly. The
mahout then scrambled up on his head, snatched
off the branch, and flung down the chupattie, be-
laboring the elephant well with the bough which
had served to conceal it. It seems that the
trick had been played successfully many times
before Burra Sahib was found out, and the poor

-cook used to get into trouble, and be accused of

keeping the missing chupattie for his own pri-
vate consumption.’”

HUMOR OF ANIMALS,

That this trait of human character is also
possessed by the beasts must be very evi-
dent to any one who has observed their
hiabits. The following ancedotes will il-
iustrate this point:—

¢ All those who have watched the habits of
animals must have remarked how widely spread
among them is this species of humor—mnamely,
annoying and insulting a stronger being than
themselves whenever they think that they ean
do so with impunity. And so strong is the im-
pulse to gratify their sense of humor that they
do not hegitate to do so at the fisk of their lives,
M. Mouhot, in his work on ‘Indo-China and
Cambodia,” mentions that he has often wit-
nessed very amusing scenes between the monkey
and the crocodile. )

““The latter animal is lying half asleep on the
bank, and is espied by the monkeys.
seem to comsult together, approach, draw back,
and at last proceed to overt acts of annoyance.
If a monkey can find a convenient branch, he
goes dlong it, swings himself down, hangs by a
hand or foot, slaps the crocodile on the nose,
and instantly scrambles up the branch out of
the reptile’s reach. Sometimes, when no branch
is sufficiently near, several monkeys will hang
to each other s0 as to make a chain, and, swing-

They |

ing backward and forward over the ‘crocodile’s
head, the lowermost monkey will torment the
reptile to his heart’s content. The cream of the
joke is when the crocodile is at last so irritated
that it opens its enormous jaws, makes a vicious
gnap at the monkey, and just misses him. When-
ever this happy event occurs, there are screams
and chatterings of exultation from the monkeys,
and a vast number of joyful gambols executed
among the branches.”

€¢In Mr. T. C. Jerdon’s ‘Birds of India’ there
is an amusing notice of the habits of the Chukor
partridge (Caccabis Chukor) when domesticated.
It is very tame and familiar, and sometimes
becomes rather a nuisance on account of its
habit of playing tricks on people. It has a
special facility in discovering the most vulnera-
ble spot, and inflicts sly pecks at the bare feet
of the native servants as they move through the
house. Its great amusement, however, is to
find the man who pulls the punkah half asleep,
ag is cnstomary with these men as they rock
backward and forward at their monotonous task.
The little bird pecks his legs so fiercely and ac-
tively that he is quite unable to drive it away
and go on with his work, and he is at last obliged
to call for some one to rid him of his torment-
or.”
“The following anecdote was related by the
-Rev. Philip Skelton, as having come under his
-own obgervation :—

¢¢1 have entertained a great affection and
some degree of esteem for swallows, ever since
I saw a remarkable instance of their sense and
humor played off upon a cat which had, upon a
very fine day, rested herself upon the top of a
gate-post, as if in contemplation, when ten or a
dozen swallows, knowing her to be an enemy,
took it into their heads to tantalize her in a
manner which showed a high degree not only of
good gense but of humor. One of these birds,
coming from behind her, flew close by her ear,
and she made a snap at it with her paw, but
too late. Another swallow, in five or six
geconds, did the same, and she made the same
unsuccessful attempt to catch it; this was fol-
lowed by a third, and so on to the number just
mentioned ; and every onhe as it passed seemed o
set up-a laugh at the disappointed enemy very
like the laugh of a young child when tickled.
The whole number, following one another-at
the distance of about three yards, formed a reg-
ular circle in the air, and played it off like a
wheel at her ears for nearly an hour, not seem-
ing at all alarmed at me, who stood within
six or seven yards of the post. I enjoyed this
sport as well as the pretty birds, till the cat,
tired out with disappointment, quitted the gate-
post, as much huffed, I believe, as I had been
diverted.’”

“1 know a case where a parrot is allowed to
go about the house as it likes. In that house
there is also a cat, with which Polly is pleased
to amuse herself. One day when the cat was
lying asleep on the rug, the parrot began to
mew and scream just like young kittens when
they are hurt. Up jumped the cat, and rushed
in frantic haste to her beloved offspring, and
was very much astonished to find them all safe
and comfortably asleep. She then returned to
the rug; but as soon as she had curled herself
up and settled herself comfortably, the parrot
récommenced her mewings and cries, and in this
way contrived to dupe the cat three times.”

““Many of the lower anamals not only show
their playfulness in such tricks as those which
have been mentioned, but are able to appre-
ciate and take part in the games played by chil-
dren.” When I was a boy I knew a little dog,
a. King Clarles spaniel, which was an accom-
plished player at the well-known game called
tag, or touch. The little animal displayed
quite as much enthusiasm as any of the human
players, and would dart away from the boy who
happened to be ¢ touch’ with an anxiety that al-
most appeared to be terror. Of course to touch
the dog was an impossibility ; but he was a gen-
erous little creature, with a strong sense of jus-
tice, and so, when he thought that his turn
ought to come, he stood still and waited quietly
to be touched. His mode of touching his play-
fellows was always by grasping the end of their
trousers in his teeth ; and as it was impossible
for the boy to stop when so seized in full course,
the dog often got jerked along the ground for
some little distance.”

(Concluded next week.)

NOVEL-READING.

Turre is a lamentable practice prevail-
ing among a certain class of Sabbath-keep-
ers, which, it seems to me, is sure destruc-
tion to spirituality (if there is any in such
to destroy) and a very poor way of prepar-
ing for the .solemn and decisive scenes of
the Judgment. It is true some of these
persons do not belong to the church, yet
they pass among the world’s people as
samples of the denomination. I mean the
practice of spending the sacred hours of
the Sabbath in reading irreligious literature,
such as magazines and novels, some of
which bear no better title than “ Roughing
It, by Mark Twain.”

‘When such persons are conversed with
upon the subject, they will argue that there
is a great deal of good reading in such
books, and that few novels are written
from which some¢ moral cannot be drawn.
This is a poor excuse. They do not read
for the good they may get, but for the

gratification of the carnal mind, which “is-

enmity against God.” Rom. 8:7.

It is also urged that there is no harm in
reading stories if the Bible is not neglected;
but how can they be read without neglect-
ing it? The Bible cannot be read too
much. In such cases the stories generally
take the preference. The fact is, the bless-
ed Book is loved the least. Itis not said
of Christ that he went about doing no
harm, but that“ he went about doing good.”

I wonder how such persons expect to
“grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,” 2 Pet.
3:18; or when they expect to be able to
give an answer to every one that asketh
them a reason of the hope that is within
them with meekness and fear, 1 Pet. 3:15;
or how they think they will ever attain
“unto a perfect inan, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.” Eph.
4:18. -

Oh, that all such may see their danger,
and flee from it, before 1t is too late.

Levi TrrNEy.

LOVEST THOU ME?

TrHose we love, we long to be with.
‘We count the hours that separate us. Who
that has expected the veturn of a dear,loved,
absent one has not rejoiced at the flight of
time? Another day past! One day nearer!
Oh! how we long for the coming of
the loved! No place so happy,so desirable,
as that in which we enjoy their society.

Lovest thouw me? Real love to Jesus
produces earnest desire for his coming. We
long for his appearing, just in proportion
as we love him.

Suppose that our dearest, best-beloved
one, having gone on a long journey, some
one should ask, When will your loved one
return; and we should answer, Oh, T don’t
know; may be not for many years; I have
no idea when ; but be the time long or
short, it is all the same ; it does not make
any difference when he comes, if we are
only ready to receive him! Wonld any
one believe we had any genuine love or
regard for the absent one? Would not
such an answer betray our indifference, and
prove our professions of love, and all the
endearing titles we bestowed on the absent
one, sheer hypocrisy?

What! love a person dearer than our
own life, and yet be utterly indifferent as to
when the loved one shall return? Such a
state of affairs were impossible if we really
loved. No! no! we could not be indif-
ferent; we should be making all diligent
inquiry, be anxious to learn of the coming
of our beloved one, and oh! how earnestly
desire it might be speedy; for however
happily situated our joy can never be com-
plete while separated from our beloved.

Lovest thow me? We cannot tell the
day and hour of our Lord’s coming; but
if he is our best beloved, shall we not be
anxiously watching the fulfillment of the
signs he has given to indicate his return?
Shall we not be looking for, and hasting
toward, that glad day?

Again, if we expect the return of our
beloved, how diligent we become—how
careful to make sure all is in readiness.
How much pains we take to arrauge every-
thing according to the known preferences,
and to gratify the taste and wishes of our
beloved. How anxious to have removed
anything in the least liable to prove offen-
sive. We may be very busy, be very
short of means; yet time and nreans are
expended, oh, how cheerfully! to make
ready for the return of the dear loved one.

Lovest thou me? How much effort, how
much time and pains are we employing in
cleansing our hearts, in overcoming our
besetments,in putting away our sins? What
preparation are we making for the return
of the best beloved?

Lovest thow me? We long for Ilis ap-
pearing just in proportion as we love him,
and we can tell just how nmweh we love
him, by the amount of preparation we
are making for his reception. Our busi-
ness is secondary; we do not allow it for
a moment to stand in the way of our pre-
paration to welcome the returning -loved
one.

Lovest thou me? Ave we, with real self-
sacrifice, laboring to promote the joy of
our beloved Lord? Do we regard the work
of the Lord as first, our worldly affairs sce-
ondary? Do we pray,“Thy kingnom come?”
Are we proving, by our acts, our desire for
his will to be done on earth as it is in Heav-
en? When we really look, according tohis
promise, for the new heavens and new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, it
will sever us from the love of the world,
give power to come out of self, and induce
us to gladly make any and every sacrifice
for the cause of our beloved and the sal-
vation of our fellow-creatures.

Lovest thow me? I Christ were in g
streets, before our very door, what wy
we do for him? Do? we would doj
what we are doing now; neither more §
less.

Lovest thow me? Lord, thou knowest
things. Thou knowest how we have slig
ed thy love, how we have lived for
cared only for the world, spurned thee4
thy love. 'We may deceive all others,]
we cannot deceive our Lord. Yet in w
drous tenderness he still with open army
vites us. IHe knows all our cruel doi
all our base ingratitude; yetin pitying o
passion, with tenderest undying love, he
“ Come nnto me, and I will give you e
Praise God! the way is still open. §
does the Lord rescrve mercy for the sinf
still he waits to be gracious; still he
vites all to come. '

Lovess thou me? May the Lord hel
to prove the sincerity of our love by f
acts, by our willingness to make any ¢
every sacrifice to win others to a knowld
of the truth and obedience to it, thus
filling our Beloved’s injunction, *“ Feed@
sheep,” that souls may be saved and
name glorified. Cras. Reyvony

NO BLUNDERER WANTED.

A Fmrsr-naTe story is told of a
prominent man who lived in Detroit fi
years ago, and who at that time o
more steamboat stock than any other 4
in the western country, besides of
wealth to a larger amount. )

Like -many of the pioncers who acqil
great riches, he was very ignorant n
that books taught, but his learning |
more like wisdom, and in common
many who have lived and passed ay
he has left his mark behind him. Fek
what tree would malke shingles by look
at it.

He had, at the time of our story,j
completed a splendid warchouse at Buf]
and wanted a suitable clerk to take clij
of it. He advertised for one in the pif
The next morning, early, a candidat
the position presented himself, o rvather]
flashy young man in appearance, but
following conversation occurred:—  j

“Young man, when you make a miy
in any of your books how do you cor
it?” ;
The young man explained, in a very|
fuse manner, how he should proceeg
make it all right. -

“ A good way no doubt to do it,” rep
the old man, “but I shan’t want you.”

Very soon another aspirant put in a
pearance. A similar question was 3
him, and in a long and eloquent maj
he pointed out the remedy in all
cases. ,

All the reply was: “ Young man, I's
want youw.” .

Some two or three others droppe(
during the day, and to each one the
question was put, and they all had
smart way of covering up their errog
their books. o :

The old gentleman was cntirely igng
himself of the art of book-keeping, b
had wisdom in all things, which is i
than a mateh for learning.

Just at the close of day, a plainly dr
man with a black eye and a quick
called for the situatiou.

“Take a seat, sir,” said the ol gentlei
“I want to ask you just onc quest
When you make a false entry on j
books, how do you go to work to coy
it?” :

Turning upon his questioner a cold,
look, the young man replied: 1 dj
make that kind of inistakes, sir”

«“ Ah! my dear sir, you are just thei
I have been looking for all day,” and i
few moments atter, the man who correg
his blunders by not making then was
stalled in the office.—Sel. :

¢ Heo that Uttereth Slander Is a Fo

Tere serpent was once asked, “P
what profit hast thou in depriving of
beings of their life? The lion kills §
eats; the wolf strangles and devours; o
savage beasts destroy to satisfy their ra
ous appetites. But thou alone strikest
innocent victim, and infusest thy ded
venom, without any other gratifica
than the fiend-like pleasure of destroyiy
“ And why do you ask me? ” replied the;
pent “rather ask the slancerer what pk
ure he has in scattering his poison, and x
ally wounding those who never injured
Besides, I kill only those who are near
he destroys at a distance. He scattersz
deadly vemom herc and a hundred mé
hence.”— Christian Weekly. :
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ONE BY ONE.

OxE by one our friends are dropping
In the cold and silent grave,
Falling like the leaves of autumn,
Is there no kind hand to save ?
Must they cross the silent river?
‘Must they go whence none return?
Must our aching hearts forever
Sadly here their absence mourn?

Must we ever list for footsteps
We have loved in days of yore?
Must we list in vain for voices
Of the loved we’ll hear no more?
Must our hearts be ever yearning
For the forms hid from our view ?
Must the tear-drops ever gather
For the friends we’ve bid adieu ?

All must slumber, save the holy
+ Who will see the Saviour come;
Blesged Jesus, strong, yet lowly,
He’ll redeem and take them home.
Then the long-closed graves shall open
Then the slumbering dead shall rise,
And they’ll mount on heavenly pinions
To the gates of paradise.

Oh! these thoughts are glad and cheering
As our friends drop, one by onz;
May the Saviour keep us near him
Till he comes to take us home
To those realms of light and gladness,
Free from grief, and pain, and care,
Where we’ll never more know sadness, -
Death will never enter there.
J. E. Greex.

LATTER-DAY REVIVALS.

Lare modes of kecping up the numbers
rofessed Christians are so strikingly at
ance with the spirit of the gospel - and
L vital Christianity that the secular press
e commenting upon the faet in the most
icided terms.
i The tone of revival preaching is so de-
fiossed by little and little (semitones) that
¢ ear is pained by the diseord, and even
orldly men whose age and memory extend
ick two or three decades are disgusted and
fonished at the facts.
B The remarks below are clipped from the
Hew York Sun of Dec. 15, 1875, and al-
ough there is a want of Christian dignity
 the style, yet there is so much good
& nse and correct reasoning in the article,
fhat it might well be reproduced in any
Ehristian journal as another evidence of the
Wical fulfillment of Rev. 14:8.

“ CHEAP? JOHN RELIGION.

g “lHere’s your cheap religion! cries eheap
@ohn. It costs you nothing; it gives you
W trouble; it amounts to nothing; nobody
Wl cver find out you've got it; take it
Wong with you. It's so thin you can see
Blrough it; it is so soft you can’t feel -of it;.
s so light you ecan fool with it, Going,
ing, gone—{ree, gratis, for nothing; and,.
hen' you think you’ve got it, see’if youw've:
ot what you think, :
“So eries Cheap John, as he goes to and
o, with his gospel wares in his hand, and
glib tongue in his mouth. Beforc him
e the gaping multitndes, and behind him
e his shipwrecked victims,
“There is any quantity of this cheap,
gy, and worthless religion in the world.
is the devil’s counterfeit. Itis the bogus
wrency with which he defrauds countless
pes. He knows that men and women
wt some sort of religion, and that it is
ot possible to cheat them out of religion,
less he offers them sowething that looks
ke it. He thercfore gets up all sorts of
Blovices, and suits them to every taste,
whether the taste be for gilded sham or
olid humbug. He would doubtless be
fuppy if he could upset all religion, and
L the whole hunian race into pirates,
, Phsphemers, felons, and debauched mon-
$os; but he has learned by experiénce that
it is useless to attempt such a job; and so
i takes on the airs of respectability, while
g draws weak-minded people into his arms
. @by the seductions of a cheap, casy, and false
grligion. He smiles to them, sings to them,
fmd points them to Heaven, even while he
s leading them in the way which goes to
~ $what Thomas Carlyle so emphatically calls
ke ¢other place” Thus he gets hold of
silitens of thousands who are not properly in-
Bstmeted as to the arts of countertfeiting, and
iFthe true nature of gennine religion.” *~
: Jos. CrLARKE.

v

THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR.

WE often hear the ehildren of the Lord
press themselves in this wise: “I want to
Fuise and gird on the armor, and be pre-
mgpared to stand in the battle in the day of

ihe Lord;” but do we always consider what

fthe Christian armor is, why we need it,
5 Band how it is to be obtained? The word
nifiof the Lord points out the way.

Panl exhorts the Christian as follows:

“Put on the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil; for we wrestle not- against flesh
and blood, but against prineipalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places. Wherefore take unto you
the whole armor of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and hav-
ing done all, to stand. Stand thercfore,
having your loins girt about with truth,
and having on the breastplate of righteous-
ness, and your feet shod with the prepara-
tion of the gospel of peace; above all, tak-
ing the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God; praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseveranee
and supplication for all saints.” Kph. 6:
11-18.

“ And that, knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep; for
now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed. The night is far spent, the day is
at hand; let us thervefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light” Rom. 12:11, 12.

“Let us, who are of the day, be sober,
putting on the breastplate of faith and love;
and for a helmet, the hope of salvation.”
1 Thess. 5:8.

“ Giving all diligence, add to your faith -

virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to
knowledge, temperance; and to temperance,
patience; and to patience, godliness; and
to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness, charity; for if these
things be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall neither be barren nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of onr Lord Jesus
Christ.” 2 Pet. 1:5-8.  “The fruit of the
Spirit i1s love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem-
perance; against such there is no law.”
Gal. 5:22, 23. “Put on therefore, as the
clect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any; even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And
above all these things put on eharity, which
is the bond of perfectness. And let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
whieh also ve are called in one body; and
be ye thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you riehly in all wisdom; teach-
ing and admonishing one another in psalms
and bymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And

~whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all

in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving

‘thanks to God and the Father by him.”

Col. 3:12-17.
¢« Put all the armor on, :
Like valiant soldiers stand ;
Let all your loins be girt with truth,
Waiting the Lord’s command.

“The battle’s almost o’er,
The race is nearly run,
Then with our glorious conquering King
We'll sit down on his throne.”
E. L. Graves.
Battle Creek, Mich.

A SECT IN POLITICS.

Ir is in order to say a word on the late
Ohio election, though we do not mean to
speak of its partizan aspeets. But it was
almost the first important election in this
land in whieh it was announced beforchand
that the vote of one entire church would
be given to one party. Itis impossible to
say how many persons were influenced in
their votes by the fact that this church
avowed uncompromising opposition to the
publie sehool system of the State, but surely
some were. But one thing is patent—the
vote of the Roman Catholic chureh is dan-
gerous, and not helpful to the party to
whieh it is given. It may give temporary
suceess, and sometimes in a district where
partics are cvenly balanced, it may help
one side Into continuous possession of
power, but in the long run its embrace
will be death.

The Protestant feeling of this country is
hard to rouse; indeed, we often feel that
Protestants are singularly apathetie, indif-

ferent to the progress of the enemy, and

carcless concerning rights which they
should earnestly maintain. And yet this
seeming apathy may be readily accounted
for. Americans have learned to sink their
sectarian differences atthe polls. They sep-
arate Church and State in their thoughts as
they have separated them in their National
Constitution. Men go from the sameé sanc-
tuaries, and from the fellowship whieh

they find in the samc forms of worship,
and vote on opposite sides of great na-
tional or loeal questions. They retum to
their places in the house of God next Sab-
bath, and worship as heartily together as
before. They will not carry their party
into their church. So also they feel that
they eannot earry their chureh within party
lines, They are citizens there, not Bap-
tists, Episcopalians, or Presbyterians. They
are not even Protestants, for Protestantism
ig a form of faith, and not a form of secu-
lar polity. They would fecl somewhat
ashamed of a ballot which had a sectarian
taint upon it. They are reluetant to admit
that others are less fair and open, or more
willing to use their votes for the advantage
of their particular seet. They are slow of
heart to believe that the priest has been
manipulating the men who ought to be
free and independent in the exerecise of the
highest duty which is connccted with eit-
izenship.

Occasionally, however, all this is changed.
The manipulating hand becomes too clearly
visible, The old Protestant feeling begins
to stir. Suspicion is roused, and attention
is directed to the maneuvering of the en-
emy. Then, if plotting against any liberty
or right of the American eitizen, or any
prineiple of the American polity is dis-
covered, woe be to the plotters whose in-
trigues are unvailed. The latent fceling
leaps forth like a flame and burns every-
thing inits way. The carefully constructed
platforms of the politicians go up into
smoke or down into ashes. Fair specches
wither up before the wrath of the people,
and demagogues and priests escape to-
gether into their hiding-places until the
danger is overpast. It does not last long
usually—fortunately for the fugitives from
its fiereeness; but it does its work effeet-
ually, and then it sinks to rest. And it
leaves a lesson which the generation then
on the stage of action rarely forgets.

By certain infallible signs, as well as by
open avowals, it is now known that the
Roman Catholie Church has lately made a
united and significant movement. It means
to destroy the publie sehools in the United
States, unless it ean econtrol them, and |
make them subservient to its own pu-
poses. It has acted upon this prineciple for
centuries past. Whatever would not serve
it must perish. Every government, every
institution, every individual, that eannot be
molded and guided by its hand, must van-
ish from before its facc. It means nothing
less than this, and hesitates not to avow
it.

In the celebrated Syllabus, issued by the
present pope, the papacy arrayed itself
against the eivilization of the age and the
progress of humanity. The outburst of
astonishment and indignation with which
this arraignment of all modern ideas and
institutions was received, did not dishearten
the adherents of Rome. "
their programme, and will endeavor to
give effeet to all its provisions. We do
not doubt that the late movement, in re-
gard to the publie school system of the
United States, is part of a general scheme,
the outlines of which might be deduneed
from the Papal Syllabus of 1864. At least,
the movement is one which chimes in most
admirably with the statements and argu-
ments of that famous doeument which ex-
pressly condemned all schools freed from
ecclesiastical anthority.

For the present, however, we are glad to
know that the papal party in the United
States has failed—failed eompletely and
disastrously. The leaders, we believe have
sprung their trap twenty years too soon.
They have shown their hand indiscreetly,
and the cyes of the people have been turned
full upon them. The late election in New
Jersey was proof that in that State men
were awakening to the peril foreshadowed
by the movements of the priests, What in-
fluence wag exerted in Ohio by this awak-
ened feeling we do not know, but we know
that priests were scen at public meetings,
and sometimes attempted defenses of their
eliurch and its poliey. 'We are inelined to
thank them for letting us know so soon
what they want, and what they mean to do.
It will be our fault now if they succeed.
And the men who watch for currents of
popular opinion, and econstruct cunning
political platforms, would be wise to note
the fact that the Protestant feeling is just
beginning to be stirred. It will only re-
quive a decpening of its intensity to give it
a force by which priests and politicians
will be swept away together.—Sel.

It is as easy to deceive one’s self with-
out perceiving it as it is diffieult to deceive
others without their finding it out— Roche-

They stand by}

Joucauld.

RELIGION AND MORALITY,
A Lively Definition of the Terms.

REvicroN teaches our duty toward God,
and our duty toward our neighbor. Our
duty toward God is more cspecially relig-
ion. Our duty toward our neighbor eomes
more properly under the head 6f morality.
Those who are very devout toward the
Supreme Being are said to be pious, while
those who are just and correet in their deal-
ings with their fellows, are commonly
spoken of as moral and good.

Religion beging by making us aequainted
with our Ileavenly Father, as far as the
human mind can grasp the subjeet, and by
ingpiring us with a desire to learn and do
his will, and live continually in the pleas-
ant sunshine of his approbation. This
should be the first purpose. of all religious
instruetion, to teach us to hold the approv-
al of God as our greatest good; and his
condemnation as the greatest calamity.
There can be no higher motive to good
conduct. Theve can be no stronger in-
ducement 10 abandon the ways of viee and
wrong.

" All our children should be taught that
they live continually in the sight of God,
and that he takes account of all their con-
duet; that when they do wrong, and men
see it not and know it not, yet nothing
escapes the All-sceing Eye; and when they
do right, though men eondemn, and scoff
and rail, and even perseente and put to
death, it is nothing; their reward is sure
and a thousandfold.

‘What can be more grand than the idea
that we have a Heavenly Father who
knows our hearts, and will reward us as
we are, who will uphold us in the right,
and abandon us in the wrong? All the
great martyrs of the world have inenleated
this idea, and gone willingly to the stake
under its inspiration. And why not? The
soldier dies for his country, under the eyes
of his favorite officer, exulting in the
thought that he died doing his duty, and
sure of approval. And when we reflect
that that great officer is our Maker, whose
eye mnothing escapes, how much more ex-
ultant must we become.

Great acts must have great motives.

You eannot hire-a man to do a deed of
blood for a sixpenee. Neither ean any
earthly consideration induee a man to faece
death whieh takes the reward all away
from him. All heroism which goes to the
stake, to the fire, and the torture, must have
a motive higher or greater than the loss to
be sustained or the pain to be endured.
To the man who knows no higher motive
then the beggarly clements of this world,
the largest prize in the balanee must al-
ways draw the seale. His whole life is o
comparison of carthly, finite motives. He
cannot rise into the sublime, because the
spring cannot bubble up higher than the
fountain. Life, property, enjoyment, are
his greatest good.  There is nothing to
buy him away from them, beeanse there is
no priee equal to them. DBut to him who
believes in God, that his approbation is the -
greatest good, and his reward the greatest
blessing, all things are possible. Ie dis-
dains pleasure, and despises property. He
seorns life itself, when it must be purchasesl
by offending his Maker and disobeying his
laws. .
T'o such a being, God is the greatest good,
the all in all, the beloved father, whose
word is law, whose command is destiny,
whose mere desire is unshunable fate. He
walks in the sunshine, when he walks in
God’s ways. Ie grovels in darkness and
fear, and trembling, and death, when the
divine approbation 1s withdrawn. To obey
his Father is to live, and disobedience is
death. .

And this zealous and devout servant.of
the Almighty should be sublimely good.
And he is at times. In a thousand in-
stances, like Christ, he has trodden the
wine-press alone, he has worn the erown of
thorns through life, and accepted the mar-
tyr’s death with the smiles and alaerity of
a bridegroom, This is when, like Christ,
he regards his Father in Heaven as a good
and just being, who approves only of the
utmost charity and good-will among his
children. Ah, then indeed, he says, Bless
and eurse not, do good to them that hate
you, and even pray for those who revile
you. And if any will not listen to you,
nor follow your words nor your example,
leave them alone; peradventure God may
find a way to save them. If you cannot
bless, do not curse. If they must be con-
demned, let God do it. Do not assumo
his prerogative, or seck to hasten or antici-
pate his judgment.—Sel.
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Tenth Paper.—Date of the 70 weeks.

Wz have now seen what constituted the de-
cree for the restoration and building of Jerusa-
lem from which the seventy weeks were to be
reckoned. It was the authority granted to the
Jews to restore their temple, their worship,
their city and their civil state, by the three-fold
decree of the Persian kings, Cyrus, Darius and
Artaxerxes. It was completed, and went forth,
when the last touch of authority granted to Ezra
by Artaxerxes Longimanus, was put into oper-
ation by Hzra, in carrying out the work which
it gave him liberty to perform.

In what year was this?

Bizra says that it was in the seventh year of
that king. Ez 7:7, 8.

What year before Christ was the seventh
year of Artaxerxes Longimanus?

The following testimony is a concise and con-
clusive answer to this important question :—

“The Bible gives the data for a complete sys-
tem of chronology, extending from the creation
1o the birth of Cyrus, a clearly ascertained date.
From this period downward we have the-undis-
puted Canon of Ptolemy, and the undoubted
era of Nabonassar, extending below our vulgar
era., At the point where inspired chronology
leaves us, this Canon of undoubted accuracy
commences. And thus the whole arch s
spanned. It is by the Canon of Ptolémy that
the great prophetical period of seventy weeks is
fixed. This Canon places the seventh year of
Artaxerxes in the year 8. ¢. 457 ; and the accu-
racy of the Canon iz demonsirated by the con-
current agreement of more than twenty eclipses.
The seventy weeks date from the going forth of
a decree respecting the restoration of Jerusalem.
There were no decrees between the seventh and
twentieth years of Artaxerxes. Four hundred
and ninety years, beginning with the seventh,
must commence in B.¢. 457, and end in A. b.
34. Commencing in the twentieth, they must
commence in B. ¢. 444, and end in 4. D, 47. 4
As no event occurred in A. D. 47 to mark their
termination, we cannot reckon from the twenti-
eth ; we must, therefore, look to the seventh of
Artaxerxes. This date we cannot change from
8. ¢, 457 without first demonstrating the inac-
curacy of Ptolemy’s Canon. To do this, it
would be necessary to show that the large num-
ber of eclipses by which its accuracy has been
repeatedly demonstrated, have not been cor-
rectly computed ; and such a result would un-
settle every chronological date, and leave the
settlement of epochs and the adjustment of eras
entirely at the mercy of every dreamer, so that
chronology would be of no more value than
mere guess-work. As the seventy weeks must
terminate in A. D. 34, unless the seventh of Ar-
taxerxes is wrongly fixed, and as that cannot be
changed without some evidence to that effect,
we inquire, What evidence marked that termin-
ation ¢ The time when the apostles turned to
the Gentiles harmonizes. with that date better
than any other which has been named. And
the crucifixion, in A. ». 31, in the midst of the
last week, is sustained by a mass of testimony
which cannot be easily invalidated.”— Advent
Herald, March 2, 1850,

Again the Herald says :—

““There are certain chronological points which
have been settled as fixed ; and before the sev-
enty weeks can be made to terminate at a later
period, those must be unsettled, by being shown
to have been fixed on wrong principles; and a
new date must be assigned for their commence-
ment based on better principles. Now, that the
commencement of the reign of Artaxerxes Longi-
monus was B. . 464-3, is demonstrated by the

- argreement of above twenty eclipses, which
have been repeatedly calculated, and have in-
variably been found to fall in the times specified.
Before it can be shown that the commencement
of his reign is wrongly fixed, it must first be
shown that those eclipses have been wrongly cal-
culated. This no.one has done, or ever will
venture to do. Consequently the commence-
ment of his reign cannot be removed from that
point.”—Advent Herald, Feb. 15, 1857.

Tt will thus be seen that the date of the sev-
enth year of Artaxerxes rests very largly upon
the records of history respecting eclipses, and
the testimony of astromony as to the time when
those ecclipses occurred. Of the accuracy with
which the dates of eclipses may be settled, Prof.
Mitchell eloquently says :— -

“ (to back three thousand years—stand upon
that mighty watch-tower, the temple of Belus,
in old Babylon—and look out. The sun is sink-
ing in eclipse, and great is the dismay of the
terror-gtricken inhabitants. We have the fact
and circumstances recorded. But how shall we
prove that record correct? The astromoner
unravels the devious movements of the Sun, the
earth, and the moon, through the whole period
of three thousand years; with the power of
intellect, he goes backward through the cycles
of thirty long centuries, and announces that at
such an hour and such a day—as the Chaldean

has written—that eclipse did take place.

Respecting the authority of the canon of Ptol-
emy, Prideaux, Vol. i. p. 242 thus speaks :—

“‘But Ptolemy’s canon being fixed by the
eclipses, the truth of it may at any time be
demonstrated by astromonical calculations, and
no one hath ever calculated those eclipses but
hath found them fall right in the times where
placed ; and therefore this being the surest
guide which we have in the chronology, and it
being also verified by its agreement everywhere
with the Scriptures, it is not for the authority of
any other human writing whatsoever, to be re-
ceded from.”

Thus positively do we find the date for which
we seek. The seventh of Artaxerxes was B. C.
457. There the seventy weeks coinmenced.

From this point we drop the plummet down
through following years to ascertain whether,
measuring our lines according to the prophecy,
we strike the events which the prediction brings
to our view.

The first line is forty-nine years in length; for,
says the prophecy, there shall be seven weeks (49
symbolic days, or49 literal years), during which
the street and wall shall be built in troublous
times. Dan. 9:25. This brings us to the time
when the work of building was completed ;
and this wag finished in the last act of reforma-
tion under Nehemish, in the fifteenth year of
Darius Nothus,

Forty-nine years from B. ¢. 457, bring us to
B. ¢. 408,

The fifteenth year of Darius Nothus was 5. ¢.
408, Prideaux, Bliss, Hales. .

Thus at our first testing point, the event an-
swers to the prophecy, as the shadow answers
to the face in the mirror. U. S.

MATTHEW 24.

THERE has been a long-continued controversy
over this chapter between the Universalists and
those of ¢ evangelical” faith. Universalists
well understand the importance of the contest
on this field, for if it can be proved that this re-
fers only to the destruction of Jerusalem, and
not at all to the future advent of Christ in per-
son, then the second and personal advent of the

| Baviour may be discarded altogether, and the

doctrine of a future Judgment falls to the
ground.

Many reasons may be given for applying this
chapter to the second advent. A few we will
notice :—

1. Before ‘“ the end ” here referred to, nation
should rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom, and famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes should be in divers places. No
such state of things intervened between the
time when our Saviour uttered these words, and
the revolt which resulted in the overthrow of
Jerusalem.

2. There was to be the greatest tribulation
(upon the elect, see verses 21, 22) which ever
was or ever should be. If we say the Jews
were the elect, then we find tribulation equally
as great under the Babylonians. See Lam. 2
and 4 ; especially chap. 4:3-10; Dan. 9 : 11-13.
But Christ said, John 8:44, that the unbe-
lieving Jews were of their father the devil,
therefore they were not the elect. But the
greatest tribulation did not come upon the true
people of God at the destruction of Jerusalem.
They were mercifully delivered at that time.

3. Those who ¢ spiritualize ” this chapter say
that ¢“the coming of the Son of man,” means
the coming judgments upon Jerusalem, through
the Roman army. But it cannot appear rea-
sonable to make the Roman army the Son of
man and the ‘‘abomination of desolation” in
the same scripture,

4. When they saw this abomination of deso-
lation, then if any man should say, ‘Lo, here
is Christ,” they were not to believe it. But if
the coming of Christ was only a figure to repre-
sent the Roman army, then they were to believe
and escape when they saw it. To apply this to
the Roman ariny would be to cut off their warn-
ing and their escape. :

5. The coming of the Son of man shall be as
the lightning, shining from the east to the west.
This well represents the advent of the Saviour
in the glory of the Father, with all the holy
angels. See Mark 8:38; Matt. 25:31; 2
Thess. 1:7-9; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17. But it does
not at all represent the coming of the Romans
to Jerusalem.

» 6. At the coming of the Son of man the elect
are to be gathered unto him. Matt. 24 : 29-31 ;
2 Thess. 2:1. But at the coming of the Ro-
man army the servants of God left the city and
fled away.

7. Paul said, before the Lord comes and the
saints are gathered unto him, there should
come a falling away and the man of sin would
be revealed. What fulfilled that prophecy if
Christ ‘came when Jerusalem was overthrown ?

8. The signs of verse 29 are supposed to be
figurative, and the darkening of the sun is made
to mean the removal of the civil power of the
Jews, as the moon is referred to the ecclesias-
tical. We will not say that they who argue thus
are ignorant, but they must be very thoughtless
to make the Saviour prophesy the loss of civil
power to the Jews so many years after it was
totally lost { Themselves confessed they had no
king but Cesar. They werein complete subjec-
tion to the Romans when this prophecy was
uttered.

9. It is argued that wonderful signs were
shown before Jerusalem was destroyed. Ad-
mitted, and whatthen? The text says that after
the tribulation of those days the signs were to
appear. If the tribulation were the destruction
of Jerusalem, and the signs occurred after that,
of what were they signs? There is no harmony
in that view. But let the tribulation be upon
the elect, the greatest that ever was would in-
clude the terrible persecution under the pa-
pacy ; immediately after that, 1780, the sun
was darkened, and the moon did net give her
light ; the stars fell in 1833. Thus the signs
were not signs of the tribulation, but they were
after the tribulation, and are signs of the
Saviour’s coming. Here is the harmony of
trath.

10. The instruction of this chapter was not
given to prove that Christ will come again
(though it does prove this), for this is abundant-
ly proved by other seriptures, and on this point
the guestioners had no doubt. But it was given
especially to teach the church when that event
ig ‘“near, even at the doors.” They did not ask
him if he was coming again, but, what should
be the sign of his coming and of the end of the
world.” He gave them the information they
desired.

11. He informed them that when he comes he
will find some faithful servants giving the house-
hold ¢ meat in due season,” while evil servants
will be saying in their hearts, if not with their
tongues, ‘“ My Lord delayeth his coming.”
class shall be made rulers in the kingdom of the
Saviour, and the other shall be cut asunder and
appointed their portion with the hypocrites.
Matt. 24:45-51. O fearful doom of self-de-
ceived ones ! Reader, on which side will you
be in that day? Where do you stand now #—
J. H. W., in Signs,

WEIGH YOUR MOTIVES.

A questioN of duty should not be decided
without a careful examination of the motives
which are liable to bias the mind and lead to a
wrong decision. God knows our hearts, and
will judge accordingly; and if we let false argu-
ments and selfish motives blind our judgment,
8o that we refuse to do what God requires, our
willing self-deception will not change the judg-
ment of God; and we shall awake to a con-
sciousness of our condition when it is too late to
amend. When there is reason from the word
of God to believe that he requires of us the per-
formance of a duty which we are not doing, and
which it would be a sacrifice of our convenience
to do, we should try our motives with the strict-
est scrutiny, lest selfishness bias our minds, so
that we follow false inclination instead of duty.

And on such a question ag the perpetuity or
abolition of the inoral law, the ten command-
ments, we should consider well on which side
lies the presumptive proof, or the probability in
the case. As God is unchangeable, it is to be
presumed that a moral code coming from him is
unchangeable ; and as he is all-wise, the presump-
tion is that his law needs no alteration or amend-
ment. All Christians are agreed that the New
Testament teaches plainly that the law of cir-
cumeision and bloody sacrifices has been abol-
ished, taken out of the way, nailed to the cross.
But before we take those texts to prove that
the righteous principles contained in the pre-
cepts of the decalogue have been abolished, we
should ask ourselves whether any reason exists
that they should be done away, besides the fact
that in the present state of society it would be
very inconvenient and unfashionable to keep
them all.

The fourth precept, the Sabbath law, is all in
reality that is in dispute in the Christian world.
No Christian questions the binding force of the
other nine. So nine-tenths of the argument is
on the side of the perpetuity of the entire law.
But some hold the Sabbath law to be utterly
abolished, while others teach its abolition in
part, or a change of the day. The *‘Jewish
Sabbath,” they say, is done away ; but the same
law precisely still requires all to keep one day
in seven. And those who observe the first day

. are not agreed in respect to it ; but give a mul-

titude of contradictory reasons for their position
and their course. What is the cause of this?

One’

13:19; 2:12, 16.

The probability is that it is a lack of evi
to sustain them in their practice, and to
them on any one position coucerning it,
the other hand, those who observe the sevd
day are all united in their reagson for it. P&
is presumptive proof that their theory and ;
tice rest upon revealed truth—the word off
Lord. Otherwise their reasons would be I
to be various and contradictory, like the off
Now, in the absence of direct proof, is it jieh
sumable that God placed a Jewish rite, W
was to be abolished, in the midst of the}j
immortal precepts of his moxal law? I ifi
posable that he placed it there with his owy)
ger, to remain there only till the Son of
should die, to take it out of the way? Is{}
not rather a strong probability that he ma :
mistake or oversight in placing it in imiif
company, Is not the fact presumptive jf
that this precept is as enduring as the ol
“Yes,” says my first-day-Sabbath friend,
precept is binding as long as any of the o
at least the morality, or moral part of it.” ]
Let me ask you, my friend, where yoi|
your rule for dividing a commandment of]
into two parts? How would you keep theflith
al part of the precept,  Thou shalt not i
after setting aside the letter? Where dofis
get your authority for divorcing the Safi
from the seventh day ? If you have no anf}
ty, what is the presumptive proof in the (e
Is it probable that when God said the sevilel
day, he meant only some one day in seveﬁ
pecially as he refers it to the very day on v}
he rested from his work of creation? Wh
bids us rest on the seventh day, becans
rested on it, is it to be presumed, with]
revelation to that effect, that any other dj
the seven would be equally acceptable?
probable that he meant what he did notfs
and said what he did not mean? Withou/jid
evidence from him that this is the case, is iifi#
most probable that he meant what he s
more, no less ; and that the act of eontradiy
it is truly daring presumption. ;

It is true, you have a way of making an
you choose the soventh day, by beginning
you choose to count. Is not this taking s
warrantable liberty ¢ This is a modern inve:
the idea cannot be found in the works o
writer before the dawn of the Reformatio
it were true, is it not probable that some]
would have known it before, since it is
that the first day had been kept instead
seventh for several hundred years? The
thority of the church ” had been the all-su
reason for the change before, and still is
’the Catholic Church. But when the au
of that church was discarded, necessity de
ed another reason ; and so a new and unkj
of reason was discovered.

But my no-Sabbath friend claims thatf
Sabbath did not exist before Israel went oiji
Egypt. He has no positive proof of it. |
is not the presumptive evidence against ,;)
Why, then, does the commandment say, ‘48
member the Sabbath day,” or the rest-day, v
is the same thing? and then go on to say i
the seventh day is the day, and, for the réj
that he rested the seventh day, he blessed]
hallowed it? And why is the fact of his bl
ing the day and sanctifying it stated so pliff
in the account of the creation, in Gen. 2?
friend, is not the presumptive proof against
and is not something more than your asserif#
or that of any other man, needed to make g :
your position ? b

Tt is true that Paul teaches that ¢ the Iy
commandments contained in ordinances,”
handwriting of ordinances that was againstf§s
which was contrary to us,” has been abolis§e
and taken out of the way. Eph. 2:15; Colf#
14. He also teaches that the law is not mi#
void, but established through faith ; that |
holy, just, good, and spiritual ; that not alj
the Jews, but every individual of ¢ all the
were condemned by it; and that those i
have transgressed it, having a knowledge of
shall be judged by it, ‘“in the day when §
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus. Chri
according to the gospel. Rom. 3:31;7:12,]

Now, which is the more probable? that
apostle makes these contradictory stateme
concerning one and the same law, or that
speaks of two distinet codes, one of whick
abolished, the other not made void, but end
ing to the Judgment of the last day?
himself distinguished the ten commandme
by writing them separately on tables of sto
We know that in Romans the apostle diseou
of this law ; for he quotes from it the precs
“Thou shalt not covet.” We know aldo t
in Ephesians and Colossians he qualifies
law he speaks of by descriptive phrases whif
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Bonot apply to the ten commandments, such

“ eontained in ordinances,” ordinances that

boro * against us,” ¢ contrary to us,” and. “a

findow of things to come ;” meats and drinks,

tivals, mew moons, and sabbaths which were
shadow, being specified, none of which are

Lontioned in the decalogue ; the Sabbath of

it law being a memorial of things done, in-

lead of & shadow of things to come. On which

e of this question is the presumptive proof?

Which position harmonizes all the testimony of

o Scriptures, leaving no ground of doubt?

E On a question of vital importance—a question

Bvolving revealed duty, and consequently on

jhich an erroneous decision may prove fatal,

Biling in the loss of eternal life—it is good to

bl the assurance that no testimony of Seript-

bre presents the least difficulty, or creates the
bt doubt of the truth of our position. And
or in mind that on a question of moral obli-
jtion, on which the testimony of God creates

b much doubt in the minds of those who are

the negative, as the Sabbath question does

i the minds of those who do not keep the pre-

biptas it is, it is quite evident that all the dan-
ris on the side of disobedience. God will

B0t condemn a man-for doing that which he

ows he commanded in the only code he

or gave in his own handwriting, and in com-
by with none other than moral precepts.

Bt should we let pride, love of gain, or any

'rlrdly motive, bias our mind and lead us to

l\{e‘ a course of disobedience, against strong

fossons in favor of obedience, we have reason to

b ; for condemnation is on the side of doubt

id disobedience, not on the side of faith and

ibmission,

I leave the subject, asking the reader to
feich the motives of his heart, considering on
filich side of the question is the presumptive
fhoof, or probability, and to honestly inquire, in
o light of revelation, whether there is positive
tioof to establish a thing so improbable as the
Wolition or alteration of the moral law, written
By the finger of an all-wise snd unchangeable
iod.  And if this effort shall lead one soul out
firkness into light, who shall continue in the
lght and find eternal life in the end, my ob-

@ct will be attained, and the reward sought be
focured.

&. F. CorrrELL.

PROSPECTS BRIGHTENING.

% For the encouragement of my brethren, I
Wiould oceasionally fiote omens of good, Bro. J.
) A. Haughey, formesly of Bowersville, Ohio,
& now pleasantly located in Battle Cregk,, We-
fuontly met him at tho Bowersvillp mesting,

@i though wo had before had some doubts |-

W hout its being his duty to leave our State; they.
e now about all dispelled. Bro, H., although
ving in Michigan, still feels a deep interest in
Who cause in Ohio. This is evinced in the fol-
Bowing commendable manner, While at Bow-
Enville we found two young men, who, with
o assistance of DBro. Haughey’s kind words
i1 liberal spirit, we were enabled to persuade
& attend our excellent school in Battle Creek.
Blhey both returned with him a few days ago,
Bl are now attending school. May God bless
Eﬁ Bo. H. in his efforts to do good in this im-
ortant direction.

¥ Besides these, Ohio has two other sons in that
wble institution, the Battle Creek College, who
e preparing for usefulness in the good cause
the Lord. To say that we have a deep in-
ferest in these young men hardly expresses our
rue feelings. To us, this is a token of better
flays for Ohlo. From our school we look for
Foue efficient workers in the cause., ‘We expect
hat ab least three of these young men will en-
Fuge in active missionary work in conmection
ith our tents the coming summer. May they
fave not simply a theory of the truth, but a
gorvent and undying love for souls perishing for
want of knowledge.

i b ‘Tis true that four persons are but a small
;Frepresentation from Ohio, but thank the Lord
"for' even four. 'We know of others that ought
bbe there, and we hope to see some of them
Flarted soon. We should have a score.or more
yRf excellent young men and women from Ohio
ighthe College, preparing for usefulness in the
rgeuse of God under the third angel’s message,
diither in Ohio or somewhere else. The cause is
(e everywhere, and we think that Ohio should
oot only produce laborers to carry the light to
Jigher own people, but also have some representa-
(diives in the wide missionary fields, even though
&b be to our distant neighbors in China, who
Jifpin land with vs on the bottom.

of Brethren in Ohio, remember the Battle Creek
Coﬂege. It is a plant of our Heavenly Father’s
Jdplenting, Remember it by words of recom-

o

mendation. Remember it by encouraging those

who should attend it to go, and profit by the
‘excellent advantages there offered. Be not dis-

couraged, brethren, the way is preparing for

the loud cry of the third message in Ohio, as

~well as elsewhere. H. A. St. JomN,

RULES OF LIFE.

. GUARD against anger and passion.

. Beware of hasty words.

Move understandingly and with caution.

Let no time run to waste.

Keep the mind from useless occupation.

. Speak without exaggeration.

. Keep the heart from evil thoughts.

In all difficulties be humble.

. When slandered, do not retaliate.

. Never hunt up evil reports.

. Be slow to promise, and swift to perform.

. Always pray in faith and never despair.
13. Read the Bible and pray with a firm re-

solve to profit by these exercises.
14. Beware of careless, vain, light, conversa-

tion.
15.
16.
17.
18.

D WIS O o

e bk et
B b D

Never eat more than nature demands.
Always speak in a proper tone and spirit.
Get out of debt ag soon as possible.
Contract as few debts as possible.

19. Attend closely to business.

20. Do not arm for battle because your en-
emy does.

21. Speak against no one.

22. Beware of mental confusion.

23. Despise no one; hate no one; surmise
not.

24. In a mixed company, put a tight rein up-
on your tongue, and a fetter upon your heart.
25. Wound no one’s feelings unnecessarily.

26. Be not desirous of others’ praise.

27. Be not cast down when spoken against.

28, Silence is better than unwise talk.

29. Always endeavor to please ; but do not
overdo the matter, lest your efforts cause a sur-
feit. ‘

30. Have a good conscience, and keep it good.

31. Cherish calmness, and all good thoughts.

32. If you have a good train of thoughts, do
not let the enemy steal them out of your heart.

33. Never fear to rebuke profanity and ob-
scenity.

34. Do notfear to adopt too many good rules.

35. Be not discouraged in overcoming; it
takes many blows to cut down a tree, and many
years to accumulate a fortune.

36. Approach serious subjects with serious-
ness, and solemn subjects with solemnity.

37. Let every day’s record, be an improve-
ment upon the preceding day.

38, Itis a good mazrk, if you know when to
smile, when to laugh, when to frown, and when
to weep. JoserH CLARKE.

ILLINOIS TRACT WORK.

MeusErs of the Illinois T. & M. Society, I
appeal to you: Is it right to allow quarter
after quarter to glide by, and we do no more
than we have done

It is true that some labor has been performed,
and we hope fruit therefrom will be seen in the
world to come ; nevertheless, the stern fact i
before us: * We are not doing one-twentieth »
of what should be done for the salvation of
souls ! Tllincis is a promising field of labor.
Men of means, men of intelligence, men of piety,
and men of holy influence, can be brought into
the truth, Then, with God’s blessing, these
souls will aid us in pushing forward the work in
our Conference as never before. Our State
must, and surely will, furnish its quota for re-
demption ab the return of the Lifegiver; but,
where, just now.

¢ Are the reapers to garner in

The sheaves of goed from the fields of sin?*’

I don’t ask, Where are the members of the I11-
inois T. & M., Society? We know all about the
standing of our Society; our secretary has a
complete list of the names. This is the ques-
tion: ¢ Where, are the veapers ”” Where are
the hard workers—the earnest laborers for Christ

Every member of our Society should see to it
that not one quarter is allowed to pass without
his having done something; then more, and
more, and more.

Some, however, offer excuses. Omne brother
says, ‘1 have given tracts to my neighbors till
they will receive no more.” My answer is,
Handing out tracts is a very small part of rgal
tract work. With your heart full of the love of
God, visit thoge to whom you give papers and
tracts, and pray with them. Follow up the ef-
fort. Be wise; bekind; be earnest. Try it,
brethren and sisters, and may the Lord give you.
fruit. Aye, I must go further: We must do

something to save others, or we owrselves will be

‘| fifty of our different papers.

lost; There are no starless crowns to be worn
on high !

Another says, *‘ Just now I have no tracts.”
Ireply: Veryirue; but look at your paper-
rack! 1 sometimes enter the homes of our
brethren and sisters where I behold more than
There they lie,
doing no good! Did you not pray this morning,
¢¢ Lord, send forth thy light 2 Then be an in-
strument in his hands of answering your own
prayers. Scatter the papers.

A third brother says, ““I do give away my
papers, besides distributing tracts every quar-
ter.” I respond, Why, then, don’t you report?
More than one-half of the present quarter is al-

"| ready past, and what has been done? Who

have carefully and prayfully given away a
goodly number of our papers? sold, loaned, or
given tracts? sold or given away almanacs?
And, last of all, who have labored hard to se-
cure good names for the Siens, and our other
periodicals, and then closed each effort by faith-
fully recording in the ¢ memorandum book” all
work done? Who will work with zeal till the
next quarterly meeting? Who will fail to re-
port? Brethren and sisters, I entreat you all

t0 act nobly your part for God.
G. W. Corcorp.

M¢. Vernon, Ill., Feb, 29, 1876.

THE CARNIVAL OF CRIME.

REVELATIONS are continually coming to light
going beyond the worst fears of those who are
even the most apprehensive of wrongs committed
among all classes of society at the present time.
The nation stands aghast to-day at the evidence
of corruption in high places, which is thrust be-
fore its face. Yet a popular ministry in their
softest and most soothing tones declare that the
world is growing better, and sing of a good time
coming. The Detroit Evening News of March 4,
referring to Secretary Belknap’s fall, says :-—

¢ The revelations of corruption in connection
with the administration of the Federal govern-
ment have gone further than anybody’s worst
fears, in the humiliating intelligence of Secretary
Belknap’s disgrace. That among the underlings
there were to be found rascals might have been
expected in such times as these, but that a min-
ister of the cabinet should have turned out to
be nothing better than a vulgar thief is some-
thing which must fill this nation with dismay,
and the civilized world with contempt. Where
is all this to stop? Are we so utterly rotten as
a people that nothing but vileness can come up-
permost, that we cannot preserve even the great
offices of the cabinet from the possession of
ragcals ¥

Again it says:—

¢ 'Washington seems to be ingulfed in iniguity
and steeped in corruption. Disclosures of fraud
in high places are pushing one another $oward
the light. Belknap, Logan, Delano, Ingalls,
and where the black list will stop Heaven only
knows,” U. 8.

THE COLLEGE. I

spring term begins April 3, and continues to
June 23. 'We hope for a large attendance dur-
ing the spring term.

In the lectures the subjects thus far can-
vassed are, Dan. 2, 7, and 8. The prophetic
periods. The sanctuary. Revelation 10. The
three messages of Rev. 14. The prophecy of
Rev. 12 and 13. The two-horned beast. The
mark, image, and worship of the beast. The
seal of God. We are now in the midst of the
Sabbath question. The present term will not
complete the course ; but the lectures will con-
tinue into next term till all the subjects con-
nected with the present message are examined.

The special classes in Physology and Chem-
istry are doing finely. Quite a comprehensive
apparatus has been obtained, which, under the
able handling of Dr. Kellogg, makes the in-
struction in those branches very successful.

The ordinary courses and methods of instruc-
tion have already gained a reputation which
needs no additional commendation.

T. 8

NEARING THE END.

Ir is becoming more and more evident that
we are near the close of time. The last of the
last days is at hand. The work of atone-
ment will soon be completed—the decisions
of the Judgment will soon be passed upon
all, the sanctuary cleansed, and the priestly
office of our High Priest vacated forever; the
destiny of each member of the human race be-
ing unalterably and irrevocably fixed.

Are any that have waited many years grow-
ing weary of the way, saying in the heart, ¢ My
Lord delayeth his coming,” smiting their fellow-

servant, or drinking in the spirit of worldliness?

" Tup present term closes March 24, and the-

To those who pursue such a course, the great
day, though once looked for, will still come as 2
thief in the night: How sad the condition.of
such! But to the overcomer how glorious thé
prospect ! The finally faithful are nearing home!
Soon will be heard the soul-cheering ¢ Well

done!” Soon will they enter into the joy of
their Lord! ¢ Oh, glorious day! Oh, blessed
hope 1”

But there is a space between us and this glo-
rious consummation. A little time remains to be
filled up; and all depends upon how we fill it
up. We are still on probation; merey is still
offered. The fiat has not yet gone forth, ‘‘He
that is filthy, let him be filthy stilL.”” There
still is hope for the straying, Thank God for
it!

Let the backslider return to the Lord. Let
all renew their efforts so to walk as to please
God. The voice of the Master is still sounding,
“Go work in my vineyard.” There are yet
multitudes of souls to be blessed with the light
of present truth, and with the joys of eternal
salvation as the result. The efforts of the most
feeble may bring great results, if put forth with
pure motives from a heart glowing with love to
God and man. God knows the heart, and
judges in accordance with our motives. If we
are lukewarm and dilatory he knows it. May
God give the reader and the writer a part in the
work, and when it is finished, may we share in
the rest. R. F. CorrreLL.

WHAT THEY SAY. '

R. Tuoxpsow, of Philadelphia, who has
been for thirty years a member of the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church, in a good
letter just received says, “Since this mes-
sage has been revealed to me I am in a new
life. T always regarded the Bible with rev-
erence as the word of God; now more than
ever do I love God and his Son Jesus, his
word and his law revealed therein.”

M. J. Casselman, speaks of his mission-
ary efforts as follows:—

«T feel greatly encouraged to labor on in
the cause of truth. This season, while
canvassing the same ground that I can-
vassed last year, I was cheered by hearing
those who had taken the Voicr or Truzn
and ReroryER remark that they never had
such a good paper as the Vorcr before.
The Rurormrr is doing a good work in
the community where it has been circu-
lated. Some that a year agoe were guite
prejudiced against any of our publications
now say they think the RurorMER one of
the best health journals published. It ap-
pears plain to me that the truths we hold
are making very favorable impressions on
the minds of many. Iam impressed with
the importance of more fully engaging in
this work.”

Sister 8. Sisley, of Battle Creck, has
recently received a letter from a lady re-
siding In Lincolnshire, England. This la-
dy, sister Anna Wiikinson, with her hus- -
band, was brought to a knowledge of the
truth through the influence of the Review
and other publications, sent them by their
daughter, now deceased. The following is
an extract from her letter:—

“ My husband wishes me to inform you
that he is a firm belicver in the seventh-day
Sabbath. We wish there could be a society
of Sabbath-keepers formed here. We, my
bhusband and myself, have kept it nearly
two years, and I think many others be-
lieve 1t to be right, and would observe it if
there was a church here. I hope your so-
ciety will endeavor to supply England with
suitable laborers to carry on this importaus
work. .

“Sowe sneer, and try to bring forced ar-
guments to baffic us and destroy our faith;
others have written at length upon the sub-
ject; but the more they sneer and the more
they try to dececive, the more fully are we
convinced that this is the truth. We now
read God’s word with our eyes open to see
the truth in its purity as we never saw is
before. We. are not eminent scholars,
but the things that are hidden from the

wise and prudent are revealed to babes. T
trust we have come as babes to Christ. In

him is all wisdom. Oh! may we cleave to
him more closely.

“ My husband wishes me to ask you if
you can send us the Srexs or Tum Tives,
and if you will be so kind as to let us kngj
through what medium we can pay for
and the Revizw.”

Ir is in disputes as in armies; the weak-
er side sets up false lights, and makesa
great noise, to make the enemy believe
them more numerous and strong than they
really are.—Swif?.
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[Vor. 47, No. 1

‘WORK FOR THE MASTER,

—
Om! why do we toil 5o late and so early ?
Toil for the mammon that worldings have won—
Toil for the things that will perish with using—
And leave all the work for the Master undone?

Go to the sorrowing; heal the heart-broken;
Love hag a thousand sweet words of relief ;

Pity the erring ones. Did not our Saviour;
Die for the sinner—e’en of sinners the chief?

Could we not .lift from the careworn some burden ?
A smile for the weary may lighten his woe;

If in the steps of the Master we follow,
Errands of mercy we’ll do as we go,

The field of his harvest is whitening around us,
Lo! he is calling for laborers true,

. Watches he for us; the Lord-of the vineyard
Is watching and waiting for me and for you.

Shall we not heed him? His hand is bestowing
Richest reward for the labor we give.
Fain would he lead us up out of the desert,
Stands he inviting us, Labor and live,
P. ALpERNMAN.
Windsor Mills, Okhio.

Lrogeess of the Ganse.

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bea,ring precious seed, shall doubts
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

S T R O

MICHIGAN.

ALAIEDON,

Fripay, February 18, we eame to Alaie-
don. Bro. Kenyon was with us. As it
was the BState quarterly meeting, quite a
number of brethren eame from other places,
Brn. Root, Fargo, Frisbie and others were
there. Friday evening the meeting-house
wasg filled up with our peoplé and some out-
siders. I preached with some freedom.

Sabbath day the house was filled with
our own people. Bro, Kenyon gave us a
good diseourse on the Judgment. I felt
very free in the afternoon in preaching to
the uneonverted and baecksliders. The
Spirit of the Lord seemed to move on many
hearts. When an opportunity was given,
over thirty came forward to seek the Lord,
I have seldom seen deeper feeling in any
meeting than we had here. Several times
nearly every one in the house was weeping.
Two or three brethren who had onee been
strong in the truth, but had fallen away
from it, now eame forward with the rest.

. This eaused great rejoieing and hearty
thanksgiving to the Lord. The most of
those who eame forward then arose and ex-
pressed their feelings and their determina-
tion to seek the Lord. This was an exeel-
lent meeting, one long to be remembered.
The house was filled again in the evening.

Sunday morning I spoke upon the sub-
ject of s. 8. As it has been in many other
plaees so it ‘was here, but few, if any, of the
brethren had come up to the Bible plan in
pledging or in paying. But after having
the matter set before them, all renewed
their pledges, raising the pledge of the
chureh from $140 to $335. 1 strongly
urged upon them the necessity of paying

- their pledges by laying apart the first-fruits
of all they reccive. 'We hope they will do
it here now.

Sunday evening our house was simply
paeked full. Eld. Frishie preached. We
can form some idea of how numerous our
people are becoming in Michigan from the
faet that every Sabbath for the last four
monthg, each Sabbath in a new place, I
have met with just sueh a erowd of Sab-
bath-keepers as this, sometimes larger, and
in a very few cases smaller, besides holding
a great many smaller meetings duaring the
week, and yet I have visited only about
one-half of the brethren in the State. '

I was sorry to find that this church had
_fallen into the bad habit of being very
noisy during meeting. Many go out and
eome in, shift their seats, and in other ways
disturb the meetings; and children are al-
lowed to do the same. I spoke of it sever-
al times, but it did not have mmueh -effect.
T ain glad this is not so generally with
churehes that I have visited. - I advige
them to set themselves earmestly at work
to eorreet this fault.

Business meetings were held Monday
and Tuesday, and some matters of trial
were looked after. There has not been
that harmony and union here that there
ought to be, and they have suffered in con-
sequence. Hacl the ehureh walked in the
light and kept up with the spirit of the
message, it would have been different. I
am ashamed to say that both the elders of
this ehurch, with several others, had joined
the Grangers; but I am happy to say that
they were now ready to heartily confess
their mistake, and stand elear in this mat-
ter, ' It may do for other people to join the
Grangers, but it is entirely out of harmony
with all the principles of 8. D. Adventists,

and these brethren so stated. The mem-
bers of this ehureh need to drink deeper
into the spirit of the message. Theoret-
ieally, they are in harmony with all the
work, but they do not seem to realize its
saeredness. However, we found them a
good-hearted people, and willing to be
taught.

‘While here we had the pleasure of vis-
iting the family of our unele, Mr. Manning
North. They attended our meeting and
reeeived us very eordially. We did not
find them opposed to onr people, as we had
supposed they were. We enjoyed our vis-
it with them very much.

LOCKE AND ANTRIM.

Wednesday Bro. Root and I went to
Loceke, and held meetings all day and even-
ing with, the churches of Locke and An-
trim. We had a good turnout of both
churehes, as nearly every one was present.
‘We re-organized s. B., raising that of Loeke
from $384 to $125, and that of Antrim from
$70 to $143. Loeke is an old ehureh.
They were in a trial of a very peeuliar na-
ture. Their elder had joined in with the
Free Methodists, elaiming that they were
raised up by the Lord to work in umion
with us, In giving the message of Rev. 18:
1-4. It seemed astonishing to us that any
man should be so blinded. He had used
his influenee to draw the entire ehureh into
it, but both ehurehes stood straight and
square on the question. The matter was
freely examined, and I think there will be
no farther trouble about it now. Bro.J.
M. Avery was eleeted and ordained dea-
eon, and appointed leader of the Loeke
ehureh. Bro. Olmstead was eleeted and
ordained elder of the Antrim ehureh, and
Bro. Henry Banks deacon. The ehureh at
Antrim is young and promising. I liked
the appearanee of the brethren very mueh.
We left the brethren feeling in good spirits.
Bro. Root remained to spend the Sabbath
at Antrim,

' GENOA.

Thursday I met with the ehurch at Ge-
noa, at the house of Bro. Carpenter. All
the members were out, and I had a very
pleasant interview with them. They are
so seattered that they only have monthly
meetings.” We found them all in harmony
and of good eourage. They raised their s.
B. from $129 to $167. They are very anx-
ious that a tent should be pitehed in Howell,
six miles from Bro. Carpenter’s. There are
several Sabbath-keepers in Howell now, and
most of the others eould meet there. I
should judge that this is as good an open-
ing as I have seen in the State.

‘ D. M. Canrrcrr.

NEW MARKET, VA.

‘WE eaine here Jan. 28, 1876, and engaged
a large hall and eommeneed meetings Feb.
1. but, through the influence of others, the
trustees elosed the hall against us after we
had held one meeting. We then went
about five miles into the eountry, and en-
gaged a Christian church and gave out an
appointment.

In the meantime, however, the eitizens
of the town had beeome so aroused that
they severely eensured the course these in-
dividuals had taken, and determined to hear
for themselves. They aeeordingly applied
to the M. E. minister for permission to use
the Methodist chureh, w}flieh was kindly
granted, and sent a man to recall us. We
returned, and have sinee held meetings in
their house between other appointments,
whieh gave us five cvenings each week.
The remainder of the time we have oeeu-
pied the Christian ehureh, earrying on two
series of meetings at the same time.

The Sabbath question has been pretty
thoroughly canvassed, and meetings were
held in both plaees last Sabbath, with an
attendanee of about sixty in each place.
Of this number, perhaps one-half or more
kept the Sabbath for the first time. Among
these were quite a number or eolored peo-
ple. The meetings were truly affeeting.
A colored man arose in one of the congre-
gations, and in brokenness of heart said,
“I thank God that I have lived to -see
this day, and that I am here and enjoy his
blessing. I am determined to keep all of
God’s commandments. I know my skin is
black, but I do want to be saved. I be-
lieve Heaven is for me as well as others,
and by the help of God I mean to be there.”
There was searcely a dry eye in the house,
and many wept aloud., The Spirit and
power of God was in our midst in a won-
derful manner, and to him be all the praise.

Urgent invitations eome in from every

uarter for us to go and hold meetings.

e have already ten sueh ealls, and every

few days a man will ride over to see us,
and ask why we do not go and speak to
them. It is truly affecting at times to hear
their earnest pleadings for the truth. But
opposition begins to show itself on the part
of the ministry, and we expeet it will grow
more bitter as the truth advanees. We
need a tent for the summer eampaign, and
hope to proeure one.

We find the people of the South very
hospitable, and although we eame here en-
tire strangers, not knowing an S. D. Ad-
ventist in the State, we have found many
warm friends and homes in whieh we are
weleome. Our eourage in the Lord is
good, and we enjoy great freedom, and
mueh of his blessing in presenting the
truth. E. B. Laxg,

J. O. Coruiss.

New Market, Shenandoah Co., Va., Feb, 28, 1876.

IOWA.

Since my last report, I have been hold-

- ing meetings near Marshalltown, with a

good interest. The house was erowded to
1ts utmost capacity most of the time, ad-
ditional seats being required. Gave thirty-
three discourses. Fourteen have signed
the eovenant, and have taken advanced
s’ce%)s in the heavenly journey.

Sold a few books and gave away some.
Obtained seven full-paying subseribers for
the REvigw, and three for the RErorazR.

I am now at home for a few days after
an absenee of three months. The meetings
in whieh I have been engaged this winter
have been of more than usual interest,
and the Lord has espeeially blessed in the
proelamation of his truth.

R. M. Krreore.

SOUTHERN MICH.

ABour every evening last week, I held
meetings in Otsego in the sehool-house
near sister Aaron Hilliard’s. Some in the
distriet were anxious to hear. Bro. Hill-
iard (who died last August) had appointed
a meeting to talk present truth to his neigh-
bors, but was taken siek and eould not fill
the appointment, By request I met with
them, There was a good attendanee of in-
terested hearers through the week. We
trust that some may obey the truth.

In eonncetion with these meetings I
spent two Sabbaths with the ehureh in Ot-
sego. They have a weekly prayer-meeting
for the espeeial benefit of the youth and
children who started to seek the Lord
when Bro. Canright was with them. Sis-
ter Robinson of this chureh buried her
husband last Sabbath. This sister, though
alone in the family, has stood firm in the
truth. May her afflictions all work for her
good. How dear to us are our friends that
we lay in the grave! J. Byixerox.

Batile Creck, Feb. 28, 1876. :

NEBRASKA.

Sixce reporting, I have held a series of
meetings in the Smith school-house, York
Co. This is the third eourse of leetures
given in three adjoining distriets. The
first was given by Bro. Butler, and reported
by him a few weeks since. As a result of
these meetings, forty-five have eovenanted
to keep the eommandments of God and the
faith of Jesus.

The work here has not been without op-
position. Ministers of different denomina-
tions were summoned to support the Sun-
day, immortal-soul, and eternal-burning,
theories. To support Sunday, or rather
to disprove the seventh-day Sabbath, the
statements of the ministers eonflicted, and
cach undermined the foundation laid by
the other. These diseourses were replied
to when the interests of the cause and voice
of the people ealled forit. The result of
these efforts was to disgust some of their
own members, to more fully establish the
ecommandment-keepers, and to lead others
to investigate to see if these things are so.

The minds of the people in this vieinity
were in a measure prepared to listen, by
the judielous efforts of Brg. and Sr. Ri-
der in seattering our publieations. And
«till may they be useful in keeping this
band of believers united and built up on
the great Advent truths is my prayer.

I have now, by invitation, commenced a
series of meetings at Farmers Valley, Ham-
ilton Co. I request the prayers of thosc
who ‘desive the triumph of the truth.

Cias. L. Bovp.

Sutton, Clay Co., Neb., Feb. 22, 1876,

R -

MANKIND, in the gross, is a gaping mon-

ster, that loves to be deeeived, and hag sel-
dom been disappointed.— Mackenzie.

THE CAUSE AMONG THE SWED

For a few months past we have o
sionally reeeived ehecring letters from
Swedish friends in Maine. One who off
ed to sell and distribute tracts and pg
met with very good suceess, Another]
having our publieations sent to Aroosty
Co., was the means of ercating a greati
est among the Swedes in that eolony. [
said of this place, “ The fields are aln
white for the harvest.” God is raising
friends for this people, in every diree
A letter lately eame from a subseriber
the Harorn who lives in Indiana, an
18 now rejoicing in the truth. The p
was first furnished to this person by thg
& M. Soeiety. ;

Bro. Carlstedt writes from Porter G
ty, Indiana: “There is an interesting of
pany here ready to be organized.
Berg, from Chieago, was therec two w
ago, and baptized two.” DBrethren )
stedt and Carlson are now there visil
from house to house, solieiting subs
tions, distributing traets, and holding m
ings. Bro. Harvey, with other proper}
will soon visit them:, and bring this ¢
pany into velation with the Indiana
ferenee.

An interesting letter from St. Paul sh
that 4 few there who embraeed the ti
from reading are still firm. A few w
ago, Bro. C. wrote from Chieago thatt
were eleven Swedes in that eity keey
the Sabbath. About the same time ti
eame a call for a Swedish minister to gj
Kangas. In one plaee eight have embra
the truth from reading, and as many ny
are interested. A letter from .Texas
nounees that a Swede has just aceeptedf
Sabbath and wishes to be baptized, a
expeets soon to return to Sweden,
from Fillmore Co., Minn., says, “A fr
who stopped with me recommended |
Harorp. T have read it, am thankful fo
and wish to tell others of these prec
truths.” :

Bro. Whisby, from Alameda Co.,
sends a letter whieh he received from G
land Distriet, Sweden, from whieh we tu
late the following:—

“ Mg, Wuissy: Lhad an opportunity
read the Harorp and the papers you s
your sister, and I find them a great I
to men. I would gladly cireulate th
among my friends; but those I receive]
first are so worn out and soiled that I
not use them longer in that way.. I
poor, but through divine graee I have }
taken as a brand from the fire. T bel
in our Saviour’s merey, and I wish all wof
eome and enjoy his abundant grace. I
lieve that the reading of these publieatid
would help turn the attention of men toy
is coming on the earth, If you could s
me the entire volumne of the Harorp
1874 (same as you sent your sister) per]
those who might read would become
seribers, so that you would be rewarded|
the end. Those who are so fortunate. ag
be able to send out publications may §
tain a rieh reward for eausing others to cg
to a knowledge of the truth. 1

“ ANpruAsS Brucs

Last week we reeeived a letter fij
Wollsjo Distriet, Sweden. Orie there
eame 80 much interested in the truth
he determined to study the XEnglish
guage. Although there was no.one-
him who eould understand English, he
impelled to apply himself to the work, 1
now he ean quite readily translate from |
Review and the Insrrucror. IHe
sent two fine translations for the Haroj

Another writes from Iowa that the g
cause is progressing among his eounf
men. )

Eld. Webber, an Amecriean brother]
Maine, wrote last week: “I have been
boring among the Swedes in Portlay
Five have eommeneed to keep the Sabbaj
and others are interested. In Aroosto
Co., six have made a start to keep §
Lord’s Sabbath from reading our Swed
publieations. There is mueh excitem
there on accomnt or it. Some have be
brought before the chureh, but nothy
eould be done with them, as they eo
not get a vote to turn them out. I exp
to see a Swedish tent on the camp-grou
next scason.”

The Spirit of God is working on {
hearts of this dear people. Men of ¢
nationality, from the workshop and fu
the ficld, are being aroused to the inmy
tance of this work. Some are seizing
pen, and are beginning to set forth
truth in a wonderful manner. A you
man by the name of Gronstam, who
been working on farms in Illinois and

diana for the past six years, happened §
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fion of our people a few months ago by
iiading the Heavte Rerormur. He sent
Swedish publications, became interested,
d began to keep the Sabbath. By corre-
ndence it was found that he had a good
edish education, and the way scemed to
n readily for him to become connect-
il with our work at this place.

God is taking men from the humble
lks of life. "When men of learning, men
profession, will not write, the Lord can
se up others to do such work. Once he
k fishermen and made successful cvan-
ists of them. To start the great tem-
ance reformation at a time when the
pinal Christian churches began to be
Rieatly corrupted, the Lord made use of
nkards. The world is not ignovant of
fact that this reform began in a grog-
Six drunkards pledged to turn from
B, The church had to listen to this all
or the land.  Yes, in a grogshop the re-
i had to hegin.
£ And in the Swedish cause God has wait-
i for men to act, for men to write, for
en'to get a burden of-soul on them and
lhim as Paul did: * Woe is unto me if I
{icach not the gospel,” but they would net;
id now when the calls for Swedish preach-
s come in from Maine to Kansas, an
Anerican  brother is the only one found
hho is in any way able to answer the de-
fiand,  “The harvest truly is great, but the
fiborers are few!”

And now a word to the members of the
ot Socicty. Brethren, both Swedish
find American, who have the light alveady
hining in their own homes, are called up-
b to aid in this work., Will you do it?
it you arc Christ’s, your light cannot be
; but others, by seeing your good works,
I be led to glorify your Father who is in
aven, If you mecet a Swede, a Dane, a
n, a German, or a Frenchman, take an
rest in him, and treat him courteously. |
ve a tract ready to offer him, if the way
goens  You see how much hag been ac-
omplished by reading. There are plenty|
of publications to meet the wants of the’
venamed nationalities, and these can’
obtained at veasonable rates by those:
rho have an interest in' the reformation.
- JAMES SAWYER.
oftle Creek, Feb, 27, 1876. ‘

CLINTON CO., MICH.

,AFT:ER holding fiftcen meetings with a
good interest in Lebanon, Clinton Co.,
fhe houge was closed-that it might be re-

Woding.  Visited some scattercd: Spb
eepers, who, through discouragemént, had
early given up the truth, and I was'greatly:
heered by secing them start again'in the
vice of the Lord. ‘

"The work of repairing the house was pro-
onged to an unreasonable length of tiine,
o I commenced meetings in the Birch
chool-house, and after holding fiftecn
neetings this house was also closed. Four
ave come out fully in the truth and we
ect as many more will do so soon.

Itis encouraging to sce the truth take
old of wicked men and reform -them.
ne man was greatly addicted to the use
ftobacco. Ie had made several timsuc-
essful attempts to give it up. When the
h reached him, he decided that he
wst give it up. IHe made one earncst
ffort with the help of God, and gained a
omplete victory.

Held some mectings. in North Shade.
hey arve all holding on to the truth, and
rowing in grace. One family regeived a
t from their father, who came'to tuwrn
hem from the observance of the Sabbath,
it he became convinced of the truth and
yeturned home to obey it. His wife also
ined him in the good work, and thus the
h is spreading. .

I'am of good courage to do what I can
1 this precious causc. Jonx Sisrey.

DACOTAH.
Toe work at Swan Lake began some
iree years ago by reading a few numbers
f the ApveExTt TIpENDE that were sent into
¢ neighborhood. Then scveral of the
§neighbors began to keep the Sabbath of
 the Lord, but after a while they all gave it
b W except oue family which remained firm.
} Alittle more than a year ago, Eld. John
F. Hanson came here. As the result of
his efforts two more families began to keep
the Sabbath. - Four persons were baptized
e at this time. Last fall Bro. Hanson came
 wqnin, and two others werc baptized, and

hi.
hE

1
E

red, so I .commenced meetings: in Math-.
rton, where _some: five “or six have. cow-,
enced keeping the Sabbath, mostly by:

‘LA O, Bumill met

seven members, Bro. O. A. Fredrickson,
the leader, has labored faithfully, and Sab-
bath-keepers have been added from time to
time.

February 3, 1876, Bro. Hanson returned,
and has labored successfully. Tourtecn
members have been added to the church,
eleven of whom were baptized. The mect-
ings have all been well attended.

There has been a good spirit manifested
all through the mectings. Pecople who
thought they could not keep the Sabbath
have now fully accepted the truth, and are
rejoicing in the work of preparation for the
second coming of the Lord. Men who
have used tobacco since they werc small
boys have laid it aside, and are willing to
give their money to help forward the good
causc. .

There arc between forty and fifty Sab-
bath-keepers here. Except myself there
are no Americans that have embraced the
truths of the third angel’s, mcssage, but
there are a number who say we have the
truth on our side. Perhaps a missionary
could do well here. We fcel much inter-
ested in the present truth, and long for the
day that there will be something done in

our own language.
E. M. FREDRICKSON,

KANSAS.

HAVE just finished my lectures in this
place. I have been laboring in two fields
about five miles apart. Seventy-one have
signed the covenant. Thirteen have gone
forward in baptism. Several more are

 keeping the Sabbath, and a great many

are almost persuaded. Some arc taking
their stand on the side of truth almost
every day.

Brn. Ayers, Lamont, and Stansbury have
helped the cause here by coming to my
help in time of need. These brethren have
a warm place in my heart, and I appre-
ciate their timely aid. They go away in
a few days, and I shall be left to kecp the
fort, which, by the help of God, I expect
to do.

My courage is good, and I mean to go

1 forward. I wish there were ten men to re-

spond to the calls around here. 'We might

Ireap a large harvest just now while the

waters are troubled. If there is any ome
in the Kansas Conference who wants
somcthing to do, let him come herc and
I can give him work.
Geo. KexyEDY,
Oskaloosa, Kan., Feb. 20 18:6.

OTTAWA €O., MICH.

By request of Eld. D. M. Canright, Eld.
with the church at
Blendon, Mich., Feb. 19 and 20.

These meetings opcned with an interost-
ing disecourse on the rise and progress of the
cause. From the first the interest deepencd.
OnSabbath afternoon an earnest appeal was
made to sinners and backsliders, after which
eleven went forward for prayers. On first
day the attendance was large for this place.

In the afternoon we repaired to the river
side, where two youthful candidates re-
ceived baptism.

At a business meeting, s. B. was re-
organized, raising the figures from $28.20
for 1875, to $90.48 for 1876. Four persons
were reccived into church fellowship.

These meetings were a source of en-
couragement to the church; and friends
from Ravenna and Wright, by their true
Christian sympathy and cheering testi-
monies, contributed much to their interest.

We have never seen so marked a de-
sire to hear the truth at this place as now
appears, ApoLPHUS SMITH.

REPORT OF MICII. T. & M. SOCIETY.

Tur quarterly mceting of this Society
was held at Alaiedon, Feb. 20, 1876. Five
directors were present: J. Fargo, J. 8.
Wicks, Alex. Carpenter, H. 8. Guilford,
and R. Sawyer.

No reports were received from districts
1, 4, and 12, consequently, a complete re-
port of the work done by the Society dur-
ing the last quarter could not be presented.

The following is a summary of the reports
received —

No. of familics visited, 1534 ; letters
written, 281 ; periodicals distributed, 2289;
No. of new subseribers obtained for Re-
view, 52; InsTrRUCTOR, 184; REFORMER,
204 ;3 Voick, 60; Sians, 44; TmrNpE;
43 Haroip, 1. Whole number obtained,
497. No. of pages of tracts and pamphlets
distributed by the different districts, 307,-
194. No. of pages taken by the different

nf 5 . e
«& alittle clureh was organized consisting of

districts, 273,088, Almanacs, ncarly 5,000;
German and French tracts 5,406 pages.
Resolutions being called for, the follow-
ing were offered :—
. Resolved, That the vote concerning the
apportionment of the indebtedness of the
T. & M. Society of the State of Michigan,
passed at the Statc quarterly mceting at
St. Charles, be rescinded.

Resolved, That the President direct in
circulating the Huarrir REFoRMER within
the State outside of our T. and M. Society
organization.

The above resolutions were adopted, and
the following offered.

Whereas, In view of the apparent neces-
sity existing for help to place the Siaxs or
T Times on a firm basis, that it may go
forth on its mission, as a pioneer paper;
therefore,

Resolved, That this meeting recommend
to all missionary workers, that they make
earnest efforts to obtain subscribers for
the same, as recommended by Brn. White
and Haskell. :

This resolution was also adopted. The
following resolution was then offered and
adopted:— .

Resolved, That we recommend the dis-
tricts to see that the circumstances of their
directors shall not hinder them from doing
their duty for lack of means.

Remarks werc made by the President,
setting forth the object of the Society, and
the importance of more earnest effort.

On motion, the mceeting adjourned to the
call of the President.

E. H. Roor, Pres.

R. Sawyur, Sec. pro. tem.

MO. T. & M. SOCIETY.

Tue first quarterly meeting of the Mo.
T. & M. Socicty was held with the Lincoln
chureh,. in Johnson Co., Dec. 26, 1875,
Reports were received from only three of
the five districts. These show the follow-
ing:—

No. families visited, 57; No. letters writ-
ten, 87; No. of new subscribers for Rz-
view, 5; INSTRUCTOR, 34; REFORMER, 1;

1 S1axs, 14; No. of subseriptions renewed for

Voics, 18; distribution of reading matter:
Reviews, 832; INSTRUCTORS, 79; REFORM-
ER8, 76; SieNs, 22; almanacs, 12; tracts
and pamphlets, pages, 47,229; books fur-
nished to libraries, 2.

Money rec’d for membership, $ 6.00
“ “ by donations, 15.00
« “ from book salcs, 13.34
Total amount of money rec’d, 36.34

J. H. Rocers, Pres.
W Evans, Sec.

Bro. R. 8. D. writes that the little com-
pany of believers in Rolla, Mo., arc strong
in the truth, and desirous to lend a helping
hand by the distribution of tracts, &e., for
the advancement of the cause. Openings
are good for labor in that field.

BEWARE,

- “Cursep be he that doeth the work of
the Lord deceitfully [negligently, margin].”
Jer, 47:10. Ministers, elders, deacons,
church-clerks, s. B. treasurcrs, dircctors,
secretaries, librarinns, this means yow. In-
deed, may it not mean all that have any-
thing to do in the work of the Lord? and
what servant is there that has not a part to
act somewhere? But the attention of the
above-named class is especially invited to
this text. Read carefully; ponder well. I
am fully satisfied, from personal observa-
tion and experience, that the greatest
cause of stagnation and decath in our
churches is the sluggish, negligent manner
in which these officers perform their du-
ties, To accept any position of trust in
the cause of God, let it be cver so small
and then neglect to perform its duties as
they should be done, at least to the very
best of our ability, incurs a fearful respon-
sibility. Doubtless all who fill these posi-
tions have much to learn, and many of us
necarly everything.

The clders of some small churches (for
churches with such elders always remain
small) while attending meeting on the Sab-
bath petmit their children to run around
town. When the minister comes the elder
takes a front seat, and while the burning
truths of God’s word are being poured
forth from a burdencd soul the elder takes
a good nap, and wakés up just in time for
the benediction. These things are very
painful to one who visits the churches and
labors for them.

I wonder how long a minister would

have to preach to convert cither the elder
or any of his neighbors. May God pity
the members of these churches and wake
up the slcepy clders ; and may all church
officers and all God’s dear people arouse
and come up to the help of the Lord
against the mighty, that the time may
speedily come that tobacco-mongers and
wine-bibbers will feel ill at case in the as-
sembly of the saints, and that the sinners
in Zion may tremble, and fearfulness sur-
prise the hypocrite. This is to apply to the
Towa and Ncbraska Conference.
. H. Nicora.

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT.

T rex1 much encouraged because of the
increase in labor performed, and in the
number of reports rcturncd for the quarter
ending Feb. 14, 1876—an increasc of from
one-third to one-half. T greatly desire that
the other half may come up to the work,
that a full report may be obtained.

Now let us sce what could be done if
each of the onc hundred T. & M. members
of our district would, for the next three
months, be as carnest in the work of sav-
ing souls as they arc in caring for them-
selves.  Seventy-five mecmbers can each
visit a family 2 week; in twelve weeks nine
hundred families could be visited. Ninety
members can cach write three postal cards
a week to their friends, to warn them of
the things which are coming upon the earth
and tell them how to cscape them.

On each card may be written a verse or
two of Scripture, such as: “Seek ye the
Lord while he may be found.” ¢“Now is
the accepted time; now is the day of sal-
vation.”  “The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul.” “Repent ye there-
fore, and be converted.)” ¢ Search the
Scriptures.”  John 5:89. Thus more than
three thousand cards would be written, and
many preciods promises and invitations
from the Bible would be brought to their
minds. ‘

Twenty-five members can cach write a
letter cach weck, and enclose a four-page
tract, making three hundred letters written
with twelve hundred pages of tracts circu-
lated. .

Again, twenty-five members cau cach pay

. twenty cents a week. This will amount in

a year to $260; fifty can pay ten cents a
week,: making $260; twenty-five can pay
two cents a week, making $26. This would
make the sum of $546, with' which to cairy
forward tract and missionary work for one
year. 'Theén $150 of this sum could be used
to furnish one hundred families with our
exccllent pionecr paper, the Stexs, for onc
year, Tor $75, our good denominational
paper, the Review, could be sent to seventy-
five worthy poor familics for one year.

‘| Fifty dollars would send the Hmarre Re-

FORMER to one hundred ncw rveaders for
onc year, and help prepare the way for the
truth. Twenty-five dollars would send our
valuable youth’s paper, the INsTRUCTOR, tO
one hundred new rcaders for one year.
And we should then have $246 left, with
which to buy tracts and publications to fur-
ther carry on the work.

Let each mecmber of the Tract Society
learn by cxperience the meaning of the
126th psalm. Oh! that our ecaptivity to
this world might be truly turned, that we
might go-forth weceping, bearing the pre-
cious sced of truth; then, if truly wise,
we should return with rejoicing, bringing
our sheaves with us. May the Lord help
us to remember that
+ The fields are all ripening, and far and wide

The world now is waiting the harvest tide ;

But reapers are few, and thie work is great,

And much will be lost should the harvest wait.”

R. Sawyzer.

Potterville, Mich., Eeb. 2}, 1876.

Oh! that deceit should dwell in such a
gorgeous place.—Shakespeare. -

Dbitnary Hotices.

N N NN NN NN NN N
Y ““Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth,”

Dirp, of consumption, at Oshkosh, Wis., Feb, 22,
1876, Nancy Sparks, daughter of A. C. Yount, in
the twenty-sixth year of her age. She had kept
the Sabbath about a year, and died trusting in the
Lord. A. Yount.

Frrt asleep in Jesus, at Grove Lake, Minn., Feb.
10, 1876, sister Emma Jane Dégker, daughter of Bro.
John Curtis, aged nineteen years:i, With her parents
she received the truths of the thi¥d gngel's message
some three years ago. Her consistent; prayerful,
godly life has left good evidence to theé mourning
husband and relatives that if they are faithful they
will meet her again in the morning of the resurrec-
tion. Comforting discourse by Eld. Batin, who
has lately commenced to observe the Sabbath, from
Job 14:14; < If a man die shall he live again?® .-

HARRISON GRANT.
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ATTENTION, ALL!

Special Session of General Conference,
March 31--April 3.

IN view of the many subjects demanding con-
sideration at the opening of the campaign of
1876, the rapidly extending field for the spread
of our message, the calls for help at home and
abroad, arrangements for this year’s camp-meet-
ings, the interests of the different institutions,
sq providentially established and so remarkably
prospered thus far,—it has been thought best to
call a special session of the 8. D. Adventist
General Conference, to meet in Battle Creek,
Mich., March 31 to April 3, 1876.

The time has fully come for broader and more
extensive operations, and prompt and decisive
action. Let all arise to new interest in the
work. We wish every State Conference to be
represented at this meeting, by delegates where
it is practicable and convenient, and where it is
not, by letter without fail, stating your sit-
uation, wants, plans, and wishes, The more
distant and feebler Conferences can, if they
prefer, represent themselves fully by Iletter,
without ircurring the expense of sending del-
egates. Scattered brethren, in fields where no
organization exists, ean represent themselves
and their wants in the same way.

The time. We expect this paper will reach all
especially concerned in this call, by the 14th of
March. Then you will have ten days to March
24, to prepare your letters, appoint delegates,
and get matters in readiness to bring before the
Conference. One week will then remain in
which to get your letters and delegates to this
place. Thus it will be seen that while there is
awple time, there is not a moment to be lost.
Be in season.

GENERAL CoNFERENCE COMMITTEE,

Special Notice.

Wz are forwarding packages of the Testimony
to the Chuarch, No. 26, to persons belonging to
churches for them to hand to the other members
of the churches who wish to read. Those copies
they may not find immediate use for, they
should keep until wanted.

We are also sending out packages of an im-
portant work entitled, ‘‘Dangers and Duties of
our Time,” in a similar manner, which we wish
similarly disposed of. When these works
ghall be received and read, we ask our churches
and brethren to all donate more or less $o meet
the expenses of these books and the postage on
them, which will be not less than $1,400.

Should more be received than to meet ex-
penses, the surplus will be put into the General
Conference treasury. Should there be a lack, it
will be made up from that treasury, Please re-
mit sums exceeding $2.00 in money orders. Ad-
dress, Stews or taE TrMes, Oakland, Cal.

James WHITE.

Encouraging.

TuE reports in our Progress Department this
week make mention of over two hundred and
thirty new converts to the truth. We have also
reports received too late for this number giving’
an account of over one hundred more who have
just taken their stand upon the Sabbath. Such
is the success beginning to attend the efforts of
the laborers in the great harvest field. Speed
on, O Lord, the work; and thine shall be the
glory. . 8.

A Live Paper.

Tur Swexs or raE Times, Vol. 2, No. 12,
Feb. 24, 1876, is received, Its whole appear-
ance is that of vigor and life. This paper con-
tains just such matter as is caloulated in these
stirring times to go before all classes of readers.
It should be sent to thousands where it now
goes to hundreds. In the last number Bro.
White ably shows up the confusion existing

among the popular ministry on the Sabbath.

question. He promises a revision of this article
for the REVIEW soon. v. 8.

Important Works.

‘W have received from the Sions Office, Oak-
land, Cal,, Testimony to the Church No. 26,
and also an Appeal from-the General Conference
Committee, entitled Dangers and Duties of our
Time.

Testimony No, 26, a work of 208 pages, is
filled with matter adapted to the wants of the

people at this present time. The many ad-
monitions it contains are most timely and im-
portant. We irust their force will be felt,
and that they will be appreciated and heed-

ed.
The Appeal from the Committee is equally

timely. Some of its statements are startling,
but who, candidly looking at the matters intro-
duced, can say that they are not just. We ex-
pect it will be instrumental in producing the
awakening so much needed among us at the
present time. ‘

As Bro. White elsewhere states, both these
works are sent out without waiting for orders.
The friends will approve of this plan, as thereby
much time will be saved. The method pro-
proposed to meet the expense is also such as no
one can take any exception to. All will agree
that the expense should be met not from any
existing fund, but from fresh contributions.
And if more than enough to meet the actual
cost of the works is sent in it will go into the
General Conference treasury, where means is
so much needed. Churches should at once take
up collections, and individuals should make re-
mittances, as suggested. Send either to Oak-
land, Cal., or to Battle Creek, Mich,

v. s,

‘ Looking for Those Things, &c.

Tug St. Louis Weekly Globe, of Jan. 14, 1876,
contains a lengthy account of the predietions of
a professed scientist, M. Victor Herault, who
claims that New York is destined to be ere
long utterly destroyed by a terrific earthquake,
and the rest of the globe be fearfully shaken.
He says that New York is situated in the cur-
rent of the disturbance now manifesting itself
in Vesuvius, which is preparing for another
eruption, and which Mons. H. predicts will be
the most terrible yet experienced. If nothing
more, it is perhaps a significant fact that the
minds of men are exercising themselves with
reference to such events at just this time.

v. 8.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

*“ DoEs the Scal of God as used in the scriptures, re-
fer to the Sabbath in every instance? See 2Cor. 2:2);
Eph. 1:13; 4:80. If not, what does it refer to?”

. C. H. Briss.

Ans: We think the seal in 2 Cor. 1:22;
Eph. 1:13; and 4 : 30, refers not tc the seal of
God, but to the seal of the covenant or prom-
ises. This is imparted by the Holy Spirit,
which is the earnest or pledge of the coming
possession. The seal of God we understand to
be something different, and to refer to the Sab-
bath in every instance.

In reply to your query in regard to making
the use of tobacco a test of fellowship, we
reply that we consider that it should be made
a test without restriction, and that it is a proper

“subject for labor and discipline.

If it were true that Jeremiah did hide the ark of the
Lord in a cave, as recorded in 2 Macabees 2:5, how
were the Jews supplied with an ark in the temple for
the space of five or six hundred years between the
time of the prophet’s death and thefinal destruction of
the temple.

And i¥the Jews were in possession of the ark at the
time of the destruction of the temple, was the ark
destroyed with the temple? Assorr,

Ans. : Prideaux, in his ‘‘Connexion,” Vol.
i p. 187, says that the Jews reckon up five
things which were in the first temple, but which
were lacking in the second temple after the cap-
tivity. These were, 1. The ark of the covenant,
and the mercy-seat which was upon it. 2. The
Shechinah, or divine presence. 3. The Urim
and Thummim. 4. Theholy fire upon the altar.
And 5. The spirit of prophecy. He adds that
to supply the place of the ark, they made an-
other of like form and pattern as the first, but
having no tables of the law to be deposited
therein, they placed within it a copy of their
Scriptures. This ark, if such an one was made,
perished with its contents, at the destruction of
Jerusalem, . b. T70.

M. B. Pigrce : For an explanation of ¢ eter-
nal fire,” Jude 7, and other like expressions, see
¢ Man’s Nature and Destiny,” pp. 271-298.

D. D. WuITyEY : See a full discussion of the
words of Christ to the thief on the cross in
“Man’s Nature and Destiny,” published at this
Office. :

Answerep 8Y Lerrer. E. O, Hammond, M.
B. Miller, C. Lee, B. F. Terry, M. W. Harris,
G. W. Hoyt, (wrote also to A. Carpenter) F. A.
Barlow, A. C. Spicer, D, M. Canright, (to H.
A. St. John). u. 8,

CorrEctioN. A little inaccuracy occurs in
the report of the meeting at Hastings, in Re-
view No. 8. It is stated that the s. ». was
raised from $85 to $215. It should be, “ from
$166.44 to $206.12. G. K. Owzn. .

Notice.

Ox account of receiving a card from the pres-
ident of the Wisconsin Conference, stating that
Bro. Hill of the Minnesota Conference was at
Rock Elm Center, where I had appointed to
commence meetings Feb, 27, I felt excused
from any further obligation concerning that
call. I have therefore decided to commence a
protracted meeting at Woster Creek, Vernon
Co., Wis,, March 5, 1876. My post-office ad-
dress, until further notice, will be, High Hill,
Vernon Co., Wis, I. SaxBomRN.

Feb. 28, 1876,

Secular Items.

WE learn that Bro. F. A, Barlow, of Ladora,
Towa, designing to give himself to the work of

the ministry, wishes to dispose of his farm, that

‘the care of it may not impede him in his work,

The brethren of that church wish some Sabbath-
keeper to take it.

L. L. Howarp, Jr., North Leeds, Me.,
wishes to find asituation with a Sabbath-keeper,
to cut granite, or learn to work marble or iron.

Joux Curistianson of Maquota, Jackson
Co., Towa, Box 583, wishes to rent a farm of
some Sabbath-keeper in that State.

A, H. Avawns, of Parkville, St Jo. Co., Mich.,
has a farm which he wishes to rent a Sabbath-
keeper with a small family.

Waire Moody and Sankey are doing their
best for the revival of religion in Brooklyn, some
of the churches are assisting the evangelists to
make converts in very unorthodox ways. A#
the last meeting of the Methodist Ministerial
Convention it was stated that one church was
trying to get out of debt by giving kissing festi-
vals, and that another was offering a new chro-
mo to every new convert, The latter process is
a disgusting one, but for paying off a church
debt nothing has yet been devised which can
equal the first named.—Chicago Paper.

Qppoiniments.

TuE State quarterly meeting of the N. Y. and
Pa. T. & M. Society will be held at Ulysses,
Potter Co., Pa., March 25, 26, 1876, We re-
quest that full reports from the districts be sent
to the State secretary at least one week previous
to this meeting, A general attendance of the
brethren of this part of the Conference is ex-
pected. B. L. WHITNEY.

Distrior quarterly meetings of the Ohio T. &
M. Society, for the second quarter, will be held
as follows :—

Dist. No. 1, at Yellow Springs, March 18, 19,
J. W. Lucas, director.

Dist. No. 2, at Belleville, March 25, 26.
M. Mann, direetor.

Disgt. No. 3, at North Bloomfield, March 18,
19. R. A. Underwood, director.

Dist. No. 4, at Norwalk, March 23, 26. O.
. Guilford, director.

Dist. No. b, at Bowling Green, March 25, 26.
J. J. Boardman, director.

Dist. No. 6, Bethel church, near Bro. Dan-
iel’s, Henry Co., March 25, 26. C. G. Daniels,
director.

The P. O. address of O. F, Guilford, director
Dist. No. 4, is now Clyde, Sandusky Co., Ohio.
Let the members in each district be very sure
to get their reports into the hands of their di-
rector before the district quarterly meeting.

The State quarterly meeting will be held at
Clyde, April 1, 2, 1876,

No hindering providence, I will attend the
quarterly meetings in districts Nos. 1 and 6.

Let all pray for God's rich blessing in all these
meetings., Courage in the Lord, brethren.

H. A. Sr. Jomn,

A.

THE next State quarterly meeting of the IIL
T. and M. Society will be held at Aledo, first-
day, April 16, at 9 o. M. Xach director is re-
quested to see that the secretary in his district
gends in to the State meeting a list of the names
of all who report at his district meeting. Let
it be seen who are faithful.

G. W. Corcorp.

QuarTErLY meeting of Dist. No, 1, of the N.
Y. & Pa. T. & M. Society, in connection with
the regular meeting at Oleott, Niagara Co.,N. Y.,
March 18 and 19, 1876.

W. H. KGGLESTSON.

CLevELAND, Ohio, at the residence of I. Ed-
gerton, March 11, 12, 1876. .

Yellow Springs, March 14, in evening to con-
tinue over Sabbath and first-day.

Gilboa, where Bro. Olds may appdint, March
21, to continue till Friday.
H. A, St Jonnw.

QUARTERLY meeting of the N. Y. & Pa. T.
& M. Society for Dist. No, 2, in connection
with the monthly meeting at Roosevelt, N. Y.,
March 18, 19, 1876. The librarians of the
different churches are requested to seud in their
reports at least one week before the meeting.
I earnestly desire all who can to attend. Bro.
B. L. Whitney is expected.

Danier Bows, Director.

-98¢, S8 S Trout 10c, James Hrtzenber,

QuarTERLY meeting of Dist. No. 2, HL
M. Society, at Beaver, Iil., March 26,
Brethren and sisters, do not fail to bri
your reports. This i the work of the Lord
he wants faithful workers.

R. Vickury, S

LicoNiggk, Ind., March 18, 19,

Wolf Lake, ¢ 6 25, 26,

Hope to see a general furnount ab these
ings. 8. B La

Ir the Lord will, I design holding meeting#e
1., as follows :— Y -

Woodburn, April, 6-9, usual hours. :

Aledo, [49 14—-16, 64 o ;

Rock Island, ¢ 18, eve. Bro. Ken
appoint. ko

Hillsdale, April, 19, eve. Bro. Simonf
appoint.

Clyde Church, April, 22, 23, Bro. L. (
cord appoint, ‘ G. W. Corcorn;
QUARTERLY meeting for Dist, No. 11, N,
Pa. T. & M. Society, at Randolph, N. ¥., M
18 and 19, All the librarians are especially}
quested to attend. Hope all will be prompl
reporting. 8. TuursrowN, Directo

Busginess Deparimen

Rom. 11:12,

¢ Not slothful in Business.

My P. O, address is changed from Stewd
ville, Olmstead Co., Minn,, to Pleasan’ Grop
Olmstead Co., Minn,

Ornrver W, Pizrcs, Minn, State Secve
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