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DOING GOD'S WILL.

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
the kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the willef my
or which i3 in Heaven. Many will say unto mé in that
Lord, Lord, have we not prophedied in thy name, nd in
mame have cast out devils,and in thy name dene many
derful works? And then wil I profess unto them, I never
v2you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matt.
23, :

{Iexpr us ever, Lord, to do
All thy Father’s righteous will,
After holiness pursue,
.Loving more his precepts still,
" Not enough in empty phrase
That our lips thy name repeat,
- We must follow in his ways,
To hig statutes turn our feet.

Save us from the treacherous hope
Which upon emotion -builds,
Gives no power with sin to cope,
With deceitful radiance gilds

A delusive path to Heaven;
© Overlooking heart and life,
Trusts a frame by impulse given
To sustain us in the strife.

Though - through Christ we boldly claim
- Mighty wonders to have wrought,

Conquering devilg in his name,— -
"And with prophet fongues havetgught, -

Sternly;will he sgy, Depsrt! - ‘

_ Workers of inljity,: = .

Tawlessness wagdn your Heurt;
You my joy cah riever sed.

. Heaven ig waiting those who “ do,”

Led by motives pure and strong,
Battling all the journey through

’Gainst the deeds of 8in and wrong..
Strength to work while time shall last -

In thee, Lord, alone we see; '
For that strength ourselves we cast,

Now and evermore, on thee.

U, 8.

Geweral Drticles,
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THOUGHTS ON BAPTISH.

BY ELD. J. H. WAGGONER,

( Continued. )
TIE ORDER OF BAPTISII.—CONTINQED.

Having now fairly introduced this rela-
ion, we will go back to notice the ‘instruc-
on previously given by Christ and his
postles, . o

In our Lord’s Bermon on the mount he
ully announced the nature and object of
is mission: “Think not that I am come
o destroy the law, or the prophets.” 7he
mw to which he there referred was not a
biew law; not one which was yet to be in-
Liroduced. It was a law then in existence;
which was known to his hearers, and which
‘was connected with the teachings of the
‘prophets. o also said that whosoever

this law shall be great in the kingdom of
Heaven. ‘

The “golden rule” was enforced on the
authority of the law. < All things whatso-
ever ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even s0 to them; for this is the law
-and the prophets.” The law guards all our
rights and all our relations in respect to
life, chastity, property, roputation, &e. All
that we have, together with ourselves, is
protected by the law; and as we desire to
have our rights respected, so should we re-
spect the rights of others. 'This is the law,
and this is the golden rule. The.law which
| forbids our doing gny injury to our neigh-
[ bor, guards our own rights with equsal care.
. He who breaks down the authority of
' law, breaks down the safeguard of his own
rights, and makes a wreck of his own priv-

ghall do and teach the commandments of

ileges. To give a warrant to lawlessness
is to open the gates to a flood which is sure
to overwhelm us. There is no higher mor-
ality than that contained in the law of God.
The very essence of the gospel—glory to
God, and peace and good will to man—is
the object and spirit of the law.

‘We do not here refer to the law of types;
to those shadows which find their antitype
in Christ. 'We know that these were nailed
to his cross, and done away in him. We
are speaking in defensc of the law of ten
commandments, which God spake with his
own voice, and wrote with his own finger
on tables of stone; which was deposited in

the ark, over which the high priest sprinkled

the blood of expiation. This is pre-emi-
nently “the will of God.” 1Itis identified
a8 such in Rom. 2:17-23, as follows:—
“Behold, thou art called a Jew, and rest-
est in the law, and makest thy boast of
God, and knowest his will, and approvest

{the things that are more excellent, being
{ tnstructed out of the law,; and art confi-
1dent that thou thyself art a guide of the

blind, a light of them which are in dark-
ness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher
of babes, which hast the form of knowl-
edge and of the truth in the law. Thou
therefore which teachest another, teachest
thou not thyself? thou that preachest a
man should not steal, dost thou steal? thou
that sayest a man should not commit adul-
tery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that

| abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?

thou that makest thy boast of the law,

;| through breaking the law dishonorest thou
1 God?”

This is a decisive vindication of the ten
commandments as the will of God,through

il breaking which God is dishonored. And
-1 this casts light on other texts.

Jesus said,
“My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent
me. If any man will do Ais will, he shall

I know of the doctrine, whether it be of God,

or whether I speak of mysell.” John
7:186, 17. Here a distinction is made be-
tween the will of the Father, and the doc-

| trines of the Son, the same as between

¢ the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus,” Rev. 14:12; or the distinction
between the law and the gospel. As Je-
sus was sent of God, he could do and teach
nothing contrary to the revealed will of
God. If any man teach a gospel contrary
to the will or law of God, we may be as-
sured it is not from  Heaven; it is {from be-
neath., It is not the doctrine or gospel of
Christ; for he came to do the will of his
Father, and to lead mcn to cease their war-
fare against the will and authority of his
Father. And so he said, “ Not every one
that saith unto me, Lovd, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that
-doeth the will of my Father which is in
Heaven.”

The first sermon preached under the
Lord’s great commission, that on the day
of Pentecost, leads us to the same conclu-
sion. After laying before his hearers the
Jacts of the gospel system, and convieting
them of their guilt, Peter proceeded to de-
clare the duties of the convicted sinner,
The first is to repent,; the second, to be
baptized for the remission of sin. In this
our day, the antinomian view is largely be-
lieved that afl law, the ten commandments
a8 well as the ceremonial law, was abol-
ished at the death of Christ. But it was
then true, as it is now, that “ by the law is
the knowledge of sin,” and “sin is not im-
puted when there is no law.” If all law
had then been abolished, then there conld
be no conviction of guilt, for there could
be no imputation of sin; how, then, could
the duty lie upon them to repent, and to
be baptized for the remission of sin? It is
easy to see that the antinomian view in-
volves an absurdity; we are surprised that
men of apparent intelligence and judgment
should ever be found to advoeate it.

Where moral relations exist, law must
exist. To destroy one is to destroy the
other. The declaration is no more script-

ural than it is reasonable, that “sin is not
imputed when there is no law;” for ¢ where
no law is, there is no transgression,” Rom.
4:15. But sin was imputed on the day of
Pentecost, and without this, baptism would
have been a nullity. Therefore the law
then existed; by it they were condemned
as transgressors.

If, then, “by the law is the knowledge
of sin,” as the apostle says, we are proved
to be sinners 8s long as we continue to
transgress the law. e who fails to dothe
will of the Father, has no interest in the
kingdom of Heaven, no matter how ear-
nestly he calls Jesus Lord. Character is
determined by relation fo law,and not by
profession. The transgressor of the law
is a sinner, whether he is in or out of a
church, And this brings us to the subject
introduced in Rom. 6. He who is a trans-
gressor of the law, no matter what his pro-
fession may be, is living in sin, and he
has no reason to show why ho should be
buried in baptism,

The condition or relation here brought
to view is indispensable to Christian life,
for no one can rise to walk in newness of’
life if the old life of sin still continues.
“]If we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection.” DBeing
planted in the likeness of his death can
have respect only to the form and order
of our burial with him, or our baptism into
his death. ¢ Christ died for our sins, ac-
cording to the Seriptures; he was
buried, and rose again the third day, ac-
cording to the Seriptures.” 1 Cor. 15:1-3.
These are the facts as they occurred, and
they present the pattern of duty in the
gospel: 1. Die to sin; 2. Be buried in bap-

tism; 8. Rise to walk in newness of life.|

This is “the likeness of his resurrection;”
for “in that he died, he died unto sin once;
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God.
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesns Christ our Lord.” TRom.
6:10, 11.

The same idea runs through the illustra-
tion and its application in Rom. 7. The
woman is bound by the law to her husband
as long as her husband liveth. ¢ So then
if, while her husband liveth, she be mar-
ried to another nian, she shall be called an
adulteress.” Her relation to the law must
be changed to enable her to marry another;
and this change ig effected by death. But
death does not change the law: it changes
her relation to the law. The law remains
to convince of sin, the same as before.
The application he makes thus: “ Where-
fore, my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of Christ;
that ye should be married to another, even
to Him who is raised from the dead, that
we should bring forth fruit unto God.”

The whole connection shows that becom-
ing S dead to the law,” is to become dead
to the transgression of the law; the same
as “dead to sin.” The law holds us under
condemnation as sinners, and the wages of
sin is death. Where sin is found, death
must ensue.  And the law in justice presses
its demand until the penalty is inflicted.
Christ 80 honored the claims of the law in
respect to its penalty that we are now per-
mitted to die with him, be buried with
kim, and be raised with him, Rom. 6: 8,
4; Col. 2:12, and sv avert the penalty in
the future,—the second death. An option
is thus afforded us of dying to sin ov
eventually dying for sin. By dying to
sin our relation to the law is so changed,
through Cbrist, that we shall escape the
curse which tlie law inflicts on the sinner,
For ¢ Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the faw.”” Gal. 3:13. He does
not redeem us from the cbligation, but
from the curse. In this sense we “ave de
livered from the law;” delivered from its
condemnation, or curse.

It has been unjustly inferred from the
conjunction of the two expressions, “ dead

to sin ” and “ dead to the law,” that sin and
the law are equivalents, No excuse can
be admitted for this inference, for no one
can accept this conclusion who takes the
pains to read the chapter; for the apostle
expressly denies it. “ What shall we say
theri? Is thelaw sin? God forbid.” The
law is not sin: so far from it, that it con-
demns sin; it forbids and makes known
sin. “I had not krown sin but by the law;
for T had not known lust, except the law
had said, Thoun shalt not covet.” That is,
he had not known the nature of his pro-
pensities or desires if the law had not en-
lightened him. ¢“By the law is the knowl-
edge of gin.”

It is sin that brings the curse of the law
upon us. We must not blame the law if
we find ourselves under its condemnation.
Our complaint must fall upon ourselves.
Had we not arrayed ourselves against
the law in transgression, it would not be
against us to condemn ws. Sin is the
cauge of our trouble, and not the law.
“« Tor gin,” said the apostle, “taking occs-
sion by the commandment, deceived me,
and by it slew me.” It is true the law—
and it only—convinces of gin. “For I was
alive without the law once; but when the
commandment came, sin revived, and I
died.” This is 2 record of an important
part of his experience. His being alive
without the law refers to that part of his
life wherein he thought he was doing God
service in persecuting the church of Chuist.
John 16:2. His conscience was not awak-
ened because his mind was in darkness; he
did it ignorantly in unbelief. 1 Tim. 1:13.
“When the commandment came”——when
he was enlightened by the law of God—
“gin revived;” he found himself to be a
murderer instead of a scrvant of God; he
stood condemned, and as the only alterna-
tive, “ I died:”—dted to sin; ceased to fight
against God, and found a refuge and «
remedy in the blood of the cross of Christ.
The commandment was never given to con:
demn and slay people; it ¢ was ordained
unto life;” it was givén in love, to form
our characters aright, and thus to fit us to
enjoy the favorand presence of God. Only
when sin enters, is it “found to be untu
death.” _

Paul, using the first person, reckons him-
self among those who were buried with
Christ. And when was he buried? Of
course when the commandment came and
he died. When else shonld he have been
buried? And when should we be buried?
It becomes a very important matter for us
to determine whether we have died to sin;
whether we have been plaunted in the like-
ness of the Saviour’s death.

We have said there is no higher morality
than that contained in the law of God.
The apostle confirms this, saying, “For we
know thet the law is spiritnal” Rom.
7:14, And if the law is spiritual, then
obedience to the law is spiritual worship..
Some affeet to think that it evinees a lack
of spirituality to keep the law; that it is.
mere carnality; or, as before noticed, they
say it frustrates grace and dishonors Christ.
and his gospel. We have scen that Paul
gave a very decided negative to-the idea.
that we may transgress the law that grace
may abound; and again we find him de-
claring the law is spiritual. This ought to.
silence every cavil against a Jaw which, is
boly, just, and good. But Paul goes fur-
ther: he not only vindicates the law from,
the charge of carpality, but he turns the.
charge pointedly against its originatots.
e says, “The carnal mind is enmity
Lagainst God; for it is not subject to the:
L law of God, neither indeed ean be.” Rom.
E 8:7. The carnal mind—1iterally, the-mind-
| ing of the flesh, or walking after the flcgh
{ —is the opposite of obedience to the law,
i and so it must be, as “the law is spiritual;”
| for spirituality and carnaiity eannot agree.
And the high morality of the law 1s {urther
| shown by Paul in stating the object. of the
"gospel: “That the righteousncss of the law
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might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after

:4.1and in benefiting others, by acting upon
4 =| correctly established habits.
aw.

the flesh, but after the Spirit.” Ron

The gospel is remedial. Itis 4 on
sin, or for the transgression of the:
Had there been no sin theie would ‘have

been no gospel; it ‘would not have :heen,

needed. Then the righteousness of the
law would have been fulfilled in every soul
of man, for all would have lived in perfect
obedience. It was “to put away sin” that
Jesus came; to restore fallen man to obe-

dience to the IHeavenly Ifather. This is

accomplished only in the obedient believer
in Jesus; who accepts him as his sacrifice
“for the remission of sins that are past,”

and is reconciled to God by the death of
his Son; who “keeps the commandments’

of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Rom.
5:10; Rev. 14:12. In such, and in such
only, is the righteousness of the law ful-
filled and the carnal mind snbdued.

One point in the apostle’s argument in
Rom. 7 remains to be noticed,
an’s relation to the law mugt be changed by
death before she can be married to-another
without being called an adulteress. My
brethren, ye also are become dead to the law
by the body of Christ; ¢hat ye should be

married to another, even to Him who is

raised from the dead.” This is a plain
declaration that he who seeks such a union
with Christ before death has changed his
relation to the law—before he has died to

sin—is guilty of spititual adultery. And

as baptism is the rite whereby we signify

our union with Christ (** As many of you as |
have been baptized into Christ have put on,

Christ.” Gal. 8:27.), this rite is illegally
performed if there is such an impediment
to the marriage as is spoken of in Rom.

7:1-4. And thus we find in this illustra-|
tion a strong proof of the view introduced’
in Chap. 6, that death to. the transgression |

of the law must precede burial in'b
Death te the law-—to6 its condemnat

united to Christ; for Christ canbot be
joined to “the body of sin/”
(7o he (,‘ontinued)

READING THE BIBLE.

Trosr who regard the Bible as the'word |

of God cannot overestimate its teachings.

Through this niedium, God reveals to us
his holiness and our sinfulness. Without:
it, we should be unable to comprehend.
cither; for human reason would never
have taught us the fall of man, nor the|
plan of salvation devised to redeem him:

and ultimately to crown him with life eter-
nal. ’

The Scriptures were given to “make
us wise unto salvation.”

1. They show us the necessity of salva-

tion. -

2. They show the nature of this salva-
tion. They open to the mind “the for-
bearance of God,” and teach us how * that

he might be just, and the justifier of him

that believeth.”

“8. They mark out the pathway of those
who would suffer with Christ, that they
inay also reign with him. In this volume
we read of the humiliation, sacrifice, self-
denial, sufferings, and agony of the Son of
God, in man’s behalf; and while suffering

with him here, we are pointed to him for|

succor. “TFor consider him that endured
such contradiction of sinners against him-
self, lest ye be wearied and famt in your
minds.”

4. The word of inspiration reveals the
second coming of Jesus, and conclusively
shows that glorious event to be near, “ even
at the doors.” Dear reader, shall we heed
the precepts of this blessed book?

+’Tis a pearl of price exceeding
All the gems in ocean found;

To its precepts ever listening,
In its truths may I abound.”

As probationary hours are rapidly clos-
ing, we cannot too earnestly nor prayer-
fully take heed unto the eounsels aud ad-
monitions of the Bible, “as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.”
Allow me, then, to ask our brethren and
sisters, Do we read the Bible as much and
as attentively as we should? Or do succes-
sive rounds -of duties prevent a daily read-
ing of God’s word? And if hitherto they
have, can we not reform in this matter?
Can there not be a habit established, en-
abling us to read each day a portion of the
Scriptores?

other duties? )

Eld. Canright, not, long ago, in remarks
made for the benefit of.those who goforth
to labor as ambassadors for Christ, said he
had learned that he could accomplish much

The wom-

Can there not be timeé taken’
for this, notwithstanding the pressure of

more in the improvement of his own mind,

Ile referred
to the difficulty he had sometimes found in
reading his Bible each day, until he had
cstablished the habit, without regard to
surrounding circumstances, of reading so
many chapters daily.

Reflecting upon his remarks, how I have
desired the crystallization and utilization of
these thoughts upon all our minds, my dear
brethren and sisters. I certainly fear there
are some professed commandment-keepers
who hardly take up their Bible to read
from the close of the Sabbath to its return
again.  Each day of the week comes,
bringing its important duties. These ave
allowed to crowd upon our time, and we
think justify a neglect of the Bible. We
think ave have no time to read that.

But the husbandman has time to plant
and sow his seed, to repair and build
fences, to secure his ecrops, to cat and
drink, to visit friends, and often to read
the weekly news one hour or more; and
some have hours each week to spend in the
stores, shops, and other places, where they
g0 not to tmprove, but to murder, time.
The mechanic, too, has his spare moments.
And the housewife may be pressed with
her domestic duties; but*how many find
time to comsult the fashions of the day,
and bend and change to them. How
many cut, make, ttim,and ornament their
garments to meet or please the cyc of
some one besides themselves, while the
mind is neg’ected.

I quote a few sentences from Testimony
No. 2: “I saw that some professed Sab-
bath-keepers have spent hours that were
worse than lost, studying this or that
‘fashion, to decordate the poor mortal body.
. . . I saw that young and old neglect their
Bibles. They do not make that book their

sin—rust take place before wo ean bn study and rule of lile, as they should; espe-

cially do the young fail in this. . . . A day
is coming, of clouds and thick darkness,

1 when all will wish to be thoroughly fur-

nished by the plain, simple truths of the
word of God, that they may meekly, yet

| decidedly, give a reason of their hope.

This reason of their hope, I saw they nust
have to strengthen their own souls for the
fierce conflict. Without this, they are

‘wanting, and cannot have firmness and de-

cision.”

As the remnant church, endeavoring to
keep all the eommandments of God, and
watching the signs of the soon-coming of
our Lord and Saviour, we have received
great light on the prophecies, the nature
of man, the saints’ inheritance, the law of
God, the holy Sabbath, and kindred sub-
jects, for which we are indeed thankful.
But to many the Bible is as a rich and
productive mine when but just opened; we
may dig deep and gather the truths more
précious than gold. We may lay owr

.hopes of ecternal life upon the sure Rock.

Of Timothy it is affirmed, ¢ And that from
a child thou hast known the Holy Script-
ures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus.”

Why should not the young among us
know the Holy Seriptures? Why should
not all heed the injunction of the Just One,
“Search the Scriptures”? Wby let the
cares of this flecting life deprive us of
daily reading iheir life-giving, soul-inspir-
ing promises, and treasuring up their coun-
sels and reproofs? In these is the way of
life, Why not, then, call to our aid an
established habit in reading the Bible?
Without system, without established habit,
we can do but little successfully with the

| things of this world. How much less shall

we make a success in the Christian war-
fare without fixed habits tending to pro-
mote our spirituality? “The fear of the
Lord tendeth to life; and he that hath it
shall abide satisfied.”

A. 8. Tluvrenixs.

#h
IDLERS IN THE VINEYARD.

“Go work to-dayin my vineyard” is a
special command to each one called by the
grace and mercy of God from the darkness
of error and tradition to a knowledge of
present trath.

All commandment-keepers are under the
most solemn obligations to labor, to sacri-
fice, to bear burdens, and to seek by every
available means to aid in the proclamation
of the last message of mercy. Yet many
act as though keeping the Sabbath and
grudgingly paying s. B., and the ome-third
for the tract work, constituted all possible
duties and ended all claims upon them.
Many seem to be under the impression, that,
while others are called to bear burdens, to

-ord teaches.

make mighty efforts and great and oftre
peated sacrifices, they are exempt. They
look on and wonder, and sometimes admire
the zeal of the laborers, but never partici-
pate or help bear burdens.

Has God called two classes of saints, one
to work, suffer, and endure, the other to
idly look on? How comes it that the zeal-
ous burden-bearers of old were under so
great obligations, from which the idlers of
to-day are exempt? “They were stoned,
they were sawn asunder, were tempted,
were slain with the sword; they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being
distitute, afflicted, tormented; (of whom
the world was not worthy:) they wandered
in deserts, and in monntains, and in dens
and caves of the earth.” Ileb. 11:87, 38.
Shall we share the martyrs’ reward, yet
under pretext of our inability, our weakness,
our infirmity, rest content in idleness?
Shall we be fruitless vines, bringing forth
nothing but leaves,—drags, incumbrances,
dead weights upon the cause? What can
avert from the do-nothings the stern rebuke
of the outraged Master, “Why stand ye
lrere all the day idle?” Can Jesus, in the
glad, soon-coming day, say to such, “ Well
and faithfully done”? None but those who
carn this plaudit can ever enter Heaven.

Some envy the abilities and the position
attained by the self-sacrificing pioneers in
the message. DBut could these pioneers
have attained their growth in grace, knowl-
edge of the truth, and rich experience, if
they had stood idly looking on? No: their
abilities were developed by exercise. They
increased in grace and strength as they in-
creased in selfsacrificing efforts. And
they now hope by patient continuance in
well doing to obtain glory, honor, immor-
tality, eternal life. Do we desire to share
with them the heavenly inberitance? The
way is plain before us,—seek help of God
to do as they have done, as they are doing.
How can we expect thewrown, if we never
bear the cross?

A mere routine of devotional exercises
will not suffice. We must do all we can
all the time, .praying to know the will of
God, then laboring faithfully to perform
our allotted duty. ISach one blessed with
a saving knowledge of present truth shounld
do his part just as though the success of
the proclamation of the third angel’s mes-
sage depended on his individual effort and
gelf-sacrifice.  Can Jesus, in the great day
of his coming, say, “Well done” to any
who do lesy than this?

It 13 a snare of Satan to imagine that
great talent, special and wonderful gifts,
can aldne fit one for useful labor. This
was the plea urged by the unfaithful ser-
vant to whom his lord entrusted the one
talent.  Oh! had he been blessed with
five or even two, he would have done won-
ders; but with only one talent, surely he
was excused from trying to do anything
with that. So he buried it in a napkin;
and not because he made bad use of it, but
because he failed to make any effort,—
did not use his one talent,—he was justly
cast into outer darkness.

Awake! Avise! How long shall the
vain, wicked, deceitful plea be offered:
“ My influence is less than nothing; I have
no talent, no ability; I would if I could,
but lacking so much I ought not to be ex-
pected to work in the Master’s vineyard.”

How was it with the disciples of old?
We read that when the five thousand men,
besides women and children, were in need
of food, Jesus said to his disciples, “ Give
ye them to eat.” IHow impossible must
this have appeared to those disciples,
They had but five loaves and two small
fishes, not sufficient for themselves. They
desired the multitude should be fed, were
really anxions that their needs should be
supplied; but what could they do? It
would be absurd for them to attempt such
a great work with such self-evidently inade-
quate means. Christ mstructed them to
bring their little store to him; they did so.
He blessed it, and gave it back to the dis-
ciples. Mark! %e did not increase it, he
simply blessed it, and gave back to them
just the same scant insofficiency they
brought him. DBut as they used it, it in-
creased, and they found their poor little in-
sufficiency a great abundance, enough and
more than enough.

God is no respecter of persons. “Jesus
Christ the same yesterday, and to-day, and
forever.” Heb. 13:8. May God help us
to believe, to act upon the lesson the rec-
The last message of mercy is
being sounded, arc we bearing our part?
“ Go work to-day in my vineyard.” Work
to-day; “for soon the night cometh, when
no man can work.”

Cuas. B. Rey~oLps.

WHO CAN DOUBT IT? ¢ |

Tuoz Bible says, “The day of the Lo
will come, in the which the heavens sy
pass away with a great noise, and the ¢
ments shall melt with fervent heat, ]
carth also and the works that are ther
shall be burned up.” 2 Pet. 8:10. Ita
says that the mountains and hills shallj
moved out of their places, that the heave
shall tremble and depart as a scroll, i
that the earth shall reel to and fro liky
drunkard. Rev. 6:14; Tsa. 24:20. Wi
can doubt it? God, who has power |
create these clements, ean command thg
at his will, and put them in any conditi
he desires. He controls the raging s
and by his strength the mountains are #
fast, Ps, 65:6,7. “The Lord on highj
mightior than the noise of many waters, y4
than the mighty waves of the sea” Jj
93:4. And this great God declares the
terrible things are coming. Should feelf
man doubt it? - Should he look at the solf
works of nature, and say, These cany
be moved? Noj; all such things are pog
ble with God.. E

To let us realize that such things cani
deed be, God has allowed the elemen
be disturbed already. The great fires tl§
have occurred during the fow years pi
have proved that all things on earth ¢
soon burn np, The Wisconsin fires provj
that the air can contain great balls of fig
And we have lately had roarings of the
-—slorm waves, water spouts, inundat
—great whirlwinds and hurricanes, hj
storms and sharp lightnings, earthquil
and voleanoes, to disturb nature’s peacd]
an alarming extent. All these things haj
been already, and they show us that {§
great destructions of the last day can eag]
be brought about. Ieople have bee
terrified by these things that they
thought the last day had come., Maf
died in the belief no doubt,

God has seen fit to give signs of §
great day besides these,—signs in the s(
moon, and stars, and blood upon the ea)
These unnatural signs were immediatel
precede the awful day. They were to
seen by the last generation. Matt,
And now all these, even, have been sd
by the present generation. Is not the-dj
of Judgment just about upon us?
can doubt 1t? IHow shall we escape, i
the face of all these wonderful signs,
neglect to do our duty, whatever that di
be. Some are called to preach the solen
warning of this awful day; others; to
hold these ministers by their means, aj
also to distribute the writings of G
servants, But all are called to tell by th
works that they believe what they profel

What will it profit us if we say we haj
faith in these things, and have not works
Will our profession save us? No;
more than that, if we do not act as thouy
we believe the Lord is soon coming)
shall hinder the spread of the truth,
we doubt these plain truths? We can
nnless the world has blinded our e
Then every man who is negligent in tj
cause is blinded; for no one can be negl
gent if he really believes this truth. Ag
looking at the evidences, who can doubt{f

G. V. Kireon)

2
1)
il

THINK OF IT. 4

Wuy did God command his ancient pd
ple to keep the Sabbath? and why wa
such a great sin not to keep it?

In answer to the first of the above qug
tions, several reasons may be given:. 1. By
it we are constantly reminded of the of
true and living God, who created all thingy
and to whom we are indebted for all thingg
2. We nced the Sabbath. It was made fg
man, and if properly kept, we are weekl
refreshed in body, and strengthened i
those things that pertain to our eternalij
tevest. 8. It may constantly remind us-d
that eternal and unending rest that awai
the finally faithful. 4. By it we are testd
as to our willingness to obey that Gl

-whom we acknowledge by its observaneg

In answer to the second question, namelj
“Why is it such a gyievous sin not to kegf
God’s Sabbath?” we answer, In 1'efusi
to do 8o, we not only show our unwillin
ness to obey the voice of God, but we, i
the same time, trespass upon that daf
which he has set apart as holy and sacrel
becanse he rested upon it. We tramply
upon that which he has blessed and sang
tified. Is this a small sin in the eyes d
God? Under the Mosaic dispensation it
was esteemed a great sin. Is it less sinful
now to desecrate that which God has pro
nounced holy? Dost assuredly it cannd
be.
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But, says one, perhaps the Sabbath is
ot as sacred and holy in the-eyes of God
w as it was formerly, Why should it
tbe? and where is the evidence that it
Bgnot? No man can produce it. - Is not

o seventh day still the Sabbath or rest-
jof God? Is God less jealous of it now
n in former times? Who can say that
is? Let us think of this matter; and
.our thoughts correspond with reason
d the word of God. :
' J. M. GALLEMORE.

RELIGIOUS ITEMS.

WE feel best when we feel deeply our
1 sins, but pardon the sins of others;
We often find the path of duty by wait-

as well as praying for light. :
tis not so mueh what our enemies say
1of us a8 what our eonsciences say, that
¢8 uneasiness. We cannot please our
mies better than by wounding ourselves.
We improve our judgment and eorrveet-
iess of thought by dealing justly and: imn-
itially with our own hearts. :
tis better to furnish new material for a
d history, than to quarry out old scan-
s for an old one.
here is nothing more difficult than for
ersont of strong passions and inveterate
judice to be fair and truthful. L
any lies ate told in jest; but more are
in politeness, in business, and in neg-
es.
ride is often seen to triumph, just when
ility is scen to weep. ,
firm trust in God is the best defense;
faith is always exercised and séen to
advantage, when it is accompanied by
ity of life.
“Panics” oceur not only in the eom-
gercial world, but sometimes in the expe-
gnce of good people; but in the. latter
gse they oecur not for want of capital, but
or want of confidence in God.
E A person may stand well in many forms
80 trial, and yet be wholly unprepared for
uther tests, ‘
desire to be wholly frank and truthful,
filiould not prompt us to acts of impudeice,
ii making too publie things which should
¢ confined o interested pariies. .

he great want' of this age is faith in
od: a person who:would  éxergis¢ itrue
fiith on all occasiony would-be estegmed
bimost ‘a fool by the average €hiighian

it

yorld. TFear is a good element whanid
lontrolled by the laws of God; but when it
it opposed to faith it is a very dangerous
olement of character.

| Hope is a fine and pleasant characteristic,
bind makes a garden in the desert; but
fvhen it stands opposed to caution and fore-
ijght, it becomes a snare and leads to pre-
Ftimption.

- Love is a most necessary ingredient in
(hristian character; but if 1t is mixed with
tamal emotions, it becomes a lever for Sa-
ltin to use in overthrowing all that is good.
 Hatred is not a bad trait, provided you
tate only the sin, and love the sinner, -

- Josepn CLARKE.

s
HINDRANCES TO THE GOSPEL, ¥

| Tue preaching of the truth is God’s
hosen 1nstrumentality for the conversion
hid salvation of men, Professed  Chris-
fns are the representatives of Christ on
Ethe earth,  If their lives and actions are in
scordance with ¢ the commandments of
fod and the faith of Jesus,” they help for-
yard the work of God in the salvation of
ithers, Their good works shed a light
wound, and so men are attracted to the
light, and are led to glorify God.

The suecess of truth is hindered in many
ways and by many persons. Prejudice,

eeiving “into good and honest hearts” the

ad neighbors, especially of nominal Chris-
tiang, hinders many from obeying the truth.
For as it was anciently, so it is now: many
who' make high professions of godliness
“shut up the kingdom of Heaven against
men;” for they neither go in themselves,
nor suffer them that are entering to go in.
Matt. 23:13. These occupy a fearful po-
ution,

third angel’s message, and have received

till"cling to the gay fashions of the world,

is f

id love of ease, of popularity, of wealth,.
md of pleagure, hinder very many from re-.

word preached. The opposition of friends.

Those who do the most to hinder the.
gospel in these last times are such as ‘have.
listened with interest to the truths of the.

them, but have failledto beeome sanctified
by the truth. They do not live as-they:
would if tliey really¥believed that ¢ the end
of all things is at hand.” Some of these

still wear their “costly array ” and orna-
ments of gold; and still delight to assoeiate
with those who love this world and its van-
ities.  Their thoughts and purposes are
worldly. They talk like the world, and
clearly show that they are not looking for
the coming of the Lord. And while they
remain where they are, they effectually
hinder their associates from feeling the
force of the truth, however faithfully it
may be preached.

Then there are the avaricious members;
sad indeed it is that there are any such.

whenever they buy or sell or exchange
Pproperty, or when they engage in any busi-
negs transaetion. How anxious they are to
get the best end of the bargain. How par-
ticular to contend for every cent that be-
longs to them, and something more, if pos-
sible. 'What darkness such persons shed
around them! People are afraid of them.
‘They say such persons do not believe what
‘they profess. Neighbors have no econfi-
dence in the piety of such professors. The
surrounding community live on in their
sins and darkness, and all the preaching
they may hear becomes “a savor of death
unto death.”

There are in some churches brethren and
sisters who do not love one another. In
some instaneces they harbor feelings of en-
‘mity against one another, Difficulties be-
tween them remain for a long time unset-
tled. In many instances, neither party is
willing 10 make the least concession. Un-
kind words, very many of them, are spoken.
Unbelievers hear them. Alas! they cannot
say, How these Christians love one an-
other. On the contrary, they are dis-
.gusted. They say, If this is the fruit of
‘your faith, we want none of it. Their
hearts beeome hardened. They have but
‘little desire to hear the trauth preached, and
if they do hear it, it does them no good. So
they go on in their sins. They have been
hindered from obeying the truth by the un-
worthy lives of those who profess to love
the truth.

In conclusion: Let us begin to realize
how great, either for good orill, is the in-
fluence of our actions. Did we but feel
‘the solemnity and importance of the times
a8 we ought, did we feel the value of souls
-ag did the apostle to the Gentiles, we
:should be willing to  suffer all things,”
rather than to ‘“hinder the gospel of
:Christ.” C. A. Oscoop.
1

“ Axp when these things begin to come
to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads;
for your redemption draweth nigh.” Nearly
every one will treat with incredulity, or ut-
terly ignore, this mighty prophecy, dark
with the doom of a world, and which ex-
tends fromr the then present to the utmost
bound of time. :

Surely, say the objectors, there have al-
ways been just such disturbances of the
elements as now, and why .regard them
now as a sign of the end of the world?
True, there have been wars, famines, pesti-
lences, earthquakes, floods, and crime and
evil. Then for any of these to be regarded
as special signs of some great event they
must assume remarkable features, that shall
distinguish them from all others of their
_elass. Such has been the order of Provi-
dence within the time’ limited by prophecy
to the special signs of the last days, as can
readily be aseertained by a comparison of
historic records.

Inexcusable ignorance or studied disre-
gard of facts characterizes the statements
which aecord greater importance to past
ages of the world than to this age. When
Alexander desired to contract little jobs of
conquering other worlds, he did not fight
with needle guns and Henry rifles; the
courtesies of war were never exchanged
with thousand-pound shell as messengers.
Krupp’s military salute from a hundred-ton
siege gun had not echoed around the globe;
and the seas were unacquainted with im
pregnable floating fortresses of iron. Vas
projeets of peace or war are now pushec
forward by steam and lightning, hurrying
on the last mighty struggle in which thi
world will be an aetor.

While red-handed carnage numbers, it -
victims by millions, still other mililion
perish under the grudging hand of famine
The recent destitution in Persia, Britis]
India, and China has thinned the popula
tion of those countries to a deplorable de
gree; and the two latter still continue, tha
of China being reported as “ without a pa
allel in history;” with a present prospec
-of millions more dying of starvation.

The whole creation groans, and utter

4

POINTS BY THE WAY,

_nearer approach to the likeness of Sodom

Their inordinate love of gain is manifest-

its portentous threats in earthquake mut '

terings and tidal waves; in the desolating
barrenness of fruitful lands; in the shak-
ing of the powers of heaven, when a black-
ened sun and a darkened moon confound
the fool and the wise man alike. The un-
fortunate multitude out of the ark of safety
dream on; and by-and-by the windows of
heaven will be opened in wrath, and a del-
uge of fire will close the appalling record of
the increase of crime, that yearly shows a

and Gomorrah. “ And what I say unto you
I say unto all, Watch.” B
Axzie TEAGUE.

FRETTING. €

I rrorosE twenty-one reasons why you
should never fret, the first of which shall
be as good as the one which a certain law-
yer announced before the court as the first
of forty good and sufficient reasons why
the man represented by his client did not
sign the deed; which was, the man had
long been dead when the deed was written.
“ Prove that,” responded the judge, “and
save us the trouble of the other thirty-
nine.” DBut men, to learn righteousness,
must have “line upon line and precept
upon precept.”

1, If we fret at the wrong-doing of oth-
ers, we sin against God.

2. Fretting can do no good. It will not
restore loss, repair injury, or reform. the
guilty.

3. If we abstain from fretting at an of-
fense against the truth, we shall promote
the good and offset the offense.

4. God has suffered the offense to trans-
pire; he could have prevented it had it
been best. We do not mean that the of-
fense should occur, but it was not best for
God to interpose to prevent it. Prevent-
ing would be worse than permitting.

5. It isa great gratificaton to the devil
to see men fret; he tries to make them.

6. Fretting destroys our own peace,

7. Out of the present evil, God can ac-
eomplish a future good. There can no
possible evil befall us here, but that in it
God designs our highest benefit, according
to the cver-blessed assurance that «all
things work together for good to them that
love God.” ‘

8. Resisting the temptation to fret glo-
rifies God.

9. Fretting evinces unbelief. It is an
expression of dissatisfaction before God
with what he suffers; it amounts to saying
that we know better than he,,

10. It is a manifestation of self-will, it is
insubordination, it is rebellion.

11. It is not Godlike, hence it is an ex
pressed disapproval of his likeness; it is
casting contempt on his image, hence it is
profanity.

12. Fretting fixes and confirms a sinful
habit, which grows and strengthens with
every indulgence, so that we become slaves
to a fretful disposition.

18. It grieves the IHoly Spirit.

14. It destroys one’s influence. Few
people have eonfidenee in a habitual fret-
ter; he is regarded as having sold himself
to do the bidding of a eapricious tyrant,
and as having thrown into the bargain his
manly dignity and moral integrity.

15. It will make you hated, dreaded, and
avoided.

16. God will avenge you, and take care
of the wrong-doer. |

17, Really the causes of {retfulness are
geldom worth fretting about.

18. The fretful man is as a foot-ball
with which Satan makes sport.

19. Fretting is eontagious. Let there be
one fretter in a family, and the probability
is that all will become fretters.

20. Abstaining from fretting under
temptation strengthens every virtue and
weakens the power of every sin, according
to the law that every moral aet strengthens
the whole moral man.

21. The redemptive power of Christlike
forbearance is seen in strong contrast with
its opposite, in the eurrency which fretting
gives to evil surmisings, and the faeility
with which the maligned character is re-
deemed by patience and forbearanee,
Fret, and men will believe the evil spoken;
bear it, and they will say it is untrue.

Finally, beloved, let me propose ten
specifics for this terrible disease, either of
which will be found curative:— :

1. Hide in the “Cleft Rock” when ad-
versity comes. Lie low when the wind
blows. The truly humble soul whose all
is God, and whose self is nothing, has no
self-interest over whose abuse to fret.

2. Overlook the immediate instrument

of evil or injury and see God in it trying

you, as God suffered Job to go to trial un- .
der the devil. :
3. Cultivate a tender sensibility, be piti-
ful, commiserate the misfortunes of the
guilty., A certain fretful man was advised
to repeat the Lord’s Prayer when he be-
came angry, before he vented his anger,
and he never after could get over the peti-
tion, “Forgive us . . . as we forgive . . .

without losing his angry feelings.

4. Think of your own faults—the wrong
you hiave done to others,

5. Think what the Saviour suffered, and
how he bore it.

6. Don’t complain of the wrong, or talk
about it; your words will add fire to your
Spirit.

7. Don’t think about it, for thought is
fuel to the fire that burns the soul.

8. Don’t pray about the offense; pray for
the offender, and think only of his guilt be-
fore God and against yourself.

9. Do a kindness to the offender.

10. Look forward to the Judgment.—
Christian Advocate and Journal.

COMING TO THE POINT,

“Tuere will never be agreement in the
church congress on this much vexed ques-
tion wuntil a very grave preliminary ques-
tion has been settled: Isthere now a Chris-
tian Sabbath to which the fourth command-
ment applies? . .. A commandmentmust
be obeyed at whatever risk or inconven-
ience.—The Guardian. ~

This is coming to the point. Happy will
it be for the universal church when the
leaders shall come to the Scriptures on the
Sabbath question, and abide by their teach-
ing. 'What day does the fourth command-
ment teach should be kept holy? Only one
answer ean be given, namely, the seventh
day, commonly called Saturday. This is
the primeval, patriarchal, Jewish, Chris-
tian, and world’s Sabbath; or rather, it is
the Sabbath of the Lord our God, made for
man in all ages.

“A commandment must be obeyed at
whatever risk or inconvenience!” Bold
and startling words are these; but they
have the true ring in them. Take away
the stern, unvelenting inconvenience of
Sunday restriction, and in three months
our 30,000 Protestant Sabbath-keepers
nmight be augmented to 100,000, But our
people have set out to obey, at whatever
risk or inconvenience. FPaul and Barnabas
‘“ hazavrded their lives for the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Why should it be
thought a thing impossible for a Christian
to do the same and to keep the Sabbath?
The Jews keep it, and we keep it, though
threatened with finaneial and soeial incon-
venience. We risk much, and yet we are
much blessed in keeping God’s eommand-
ments. Now, will the Guardian come to
the rescue of the Lord’s long-down-trodden
rest-day? After making such a frank
avowal it would be ungenerons to suppose
that it intends anything else than going to
the root of “this mueh vexed question,”.
and vindicating only the “Thus saith the
Lord” against every human quibble and
invention, and in favor of the plainest com-
mandinent of the Bible. On this subject
the Guardian will find that the field is
the world, and that the fourth command-’
ment is exceeding broad. “Great peaee
have they who love thy law; and nothing
shall offend them.”—~Sabbath Memorial.

THE CALM DEPTHS.

SparnLow waters are easily muddled.
After a night of storm, the waters along
the beach, stirred by the winds, are black
with mire and dirt. - But look beyond, out
into the deep water—how blue and clear it
is! The white caps on the surface show
the violence of the wind, but the water is
too deep for the storms that sweep the sur-
face to stir up the earth at the bottom.

So in the Clristian experience.- A shal-
low experience is easily disturbed. The
merest trifles becloud and darken the soul
whose piety is superficial; while the most
furious storms of life fail to darken or per-
turb the soul which has attained a deep ex-
perience in the things of God. The agita-
tion may produce a sparkle on the surface,
but in the calm depths of such a spirit
reigns eternal tranquillity, thepeace of God
that passeth all understanding.— W. F.
Ward.

Trust not to the promise of a common
swearer; for he that dares to sin against
God, for neither profit nor pleasure, will be
very likely to trespass against thee for his
own advantage.
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Thy Word is Truth.”

““ Sanctify them through Thy Truth:

JAMES WHITE,
T. N. ANDREWS,

U. sMITH, - . - - Local Editor.

(O S SRS S S ORI OB S NS,

EUROPEAN MISSION.

Tuz following letters from Eld. Andrews and
Dr. Ribton have been received by us.and read
with great pleasure. We give them: for the
benefit of the readers of the Revitw, especially
the old friends and supporters of the icause.
Here are two men wholly devoted to the work
of the last message, and who deserve the prayers,
sympathy, and support of all true believers,
Their sacrifices are great. Their work is vast,
and their reward will-be correspondingly great.
Those who assist thein in their work will sharé
with them the final reward of the faithfui —

“VerY DearR Bro, Waite: I have wa.tched
the news with respect to your health .with
deep interest. I do mot know just how it is
with you, but fear that you are very feeble:
a lift my heart to God every day for you. I
foel great assurance that God hears my cries to
him in your behalf. I pray that you thay be
able to find relief from the great burdensof care
and toil, and that your mind may be qnieted
and encouraged in God. Tt has pleased God to
mzke yourself and wife the special instriments

}\ Corresponding Editors.

in his hand of advancing his work, and:of in-|

structing his people. Do not be dishea}rt;e‘ned if
you feel greatly worn in his cause. The Master
that you have served is not unrighteous to for,
get your labor of love in his cange, and. etermty
is the period which he proposes to empﬁoy i
showing his love and what he can dé, fot!‘;'those
who are faithful in his cause. Be nobs TOW~
ful ; your reward is great in Heaven.’ timé
Wlu come when the hea.vy buiden wﬂf laid
down, and when the cross shall be tak n from
your arms, and the crown of life, vmh -many
stars upon it, will be placed upon your head
You will be satisfied then.

“1 send with this a letter from Dr. Ribton
to you. You can see something of his: spirit
from this letter. I have confidence that the
time will come when you will visit Europe, and
we shall share your counsel, and that of sister
White. We see progress in the work, and our
hearts are encouraged. In Christ yours, -

“¢J. N. AxprEws.”

“DeaR Bro. Wairs: I have loug been de-
girous of writing to yon directly, since I un-
dertook the work of announcing the Advent
message in Italy; butgreat pressure of woik be-
tween. preaching and. correspondence on the
same work, already extending into Malta and
KEgypt, has prevented me hitherto. I beheve,
however, you have seen the reports which I sent.
to Bro. Andrews. We were much gr1eved to
hear of your enfeebled health. last fall, buf have’
read with great pleasure and thankfulnegs the
news of your recovery, in the SicNs oF THE
TIMES.

““Tt would not be possible for me to describe

the happiness of mind which the hxowle(fge ‘of
the true Sabbath, the advent message, and the |
glorious promises of out Lord to thosa wha keep |
his commandments, has conferred upon ne and |
my family. From the time of the visit of our-
dear Bro. Andrews to Naples, we date our ‘birth’

into the fawmily of the ‘watchers’ of the’ Tatter’
days.

them not a hair of our head shall perish !

all too late!

““ And so the Spirit has urged me to exért all

my humble force to raise the trumpet ory in
this most unhappy and benighted land. “It is!

no light matter to dare: the mystical beast in his
own head-quarters, and to proclaim the .com-

mandments of God, where they have heen tram-.

pled upon for more than twelve hundred years.
It is no wonder if we have had our pia,ce of
meeting beset by arméd assassing, or. 1£ the
enemy deludes even those who have hght, to
become our opponents. But truth is great,, and
it will prevail ; and the few who had the cour—
age in America fortywears ago, to 1a.;sé the
standard of truth in the tnidst of the Babylon
of error, have seen it, through the all-conguer-

What appalling scenes God's Revelation’
has opened, even now beginning on the world !
And what a joy to think that in the midst of
. Andi
yet what anguish of heart to those who know
theze mysteries, to witness the many, even those.
with whom one is in daily intercourse, who
close their ears to the warning and will not-
learn what is coming upon them. How dread-:
fal will be their remorse when repentance comes
Oh! if one had twenty voices,.
twenty pens, it would be all too little.to pro-;
claim the warning,—fleé from the wrath to gome. -

ing power of the Spirit of God, pass eastward ;
and I believe that, after going around the world,
it will arrive at the place of beginning again.

““ Our mission here, in the midst of a people,
who, until some years ago, knew not what the
Bible was, and whom Roms purposely encour-
aged in a slavery to carnal passions, granting
pardon to all sins for a sum of money, is a diffi-
cult one, as I have explained in my letters to
Bro. Andrews, and as he has seen for himself.
Still in six months I have been able to report
some precious fruit, precious stones in the edi-
Jfice, that I trust will be the means of extending
the third angel’s message in the land. We have
now a fair prospect of so doing if it please the
Lord to give us the means that are essential for
the extending of the work. An Italian ‘Signs
of the Times’ has become a matter of necessity,
and above all things we want to establish a sys-
tem of colportage. Bro. B., who wrote relating
his conversion, will not be able to remain in the
church in which he has been employed, and I
think the Lord has given him for our work, for
he has all the qualifications for it. Could we em-
ploy him, he could increase our work fourfold
by house to house visiting, for with the occupa-
tion of preaching and extensive correspondence,
I am unable to see half the persons I am called
on to visit. I have to do all the translation
from Eoglish into Italian myself, there being no
one who can aid me In this ; and, indeed, there
is work enough to keep three persons fully occu-
pied. We pray, then, that the Lord will give us
the means to carry out the work which lies open
before ur, and I trust he will do it.

“ We read with great pleasure sister White's
truly Christian book, the Spirit of Prophecy.
Our Italian brethren cannot read it, but I en-
deavor to give them portions of it orally, in
their language. When we have our Italian
journal, we shall be able to give them many ar-
ticles out of it.

¢“'Wa hope that you and our dear sister in the
Lord, your wife, will give yourselves a little
rest in your new home in California. It is, in-
deed, time after so many years of unceasing
labor ; and praying God to give still more bless-
ing to your work and hers, believe me, sincerely
yours in the hope of our Lord’s speedy coming,

‘““H. P. RisTon.”

May God bless our dear missionaries and fel-

low-laborers in Europe. J. W,

WORK HALF DONE. '

Tur Great Teacher represents that a wise
man will sit down and count the cost be-
fore he undertakes to build, to determine
whether or not he is able to finish ; showing us
that it is no part of wisdom to begin a work and
leave it, for any cause, unfinished. And who
has not seen many sad monuments of miscalcu-
lation in this respect? Houses are found all
over the land half-finished, perhaps entirely in-
closed, perhaps only partially so, unpainted, un-
inhabited, windows boarded up, the buildings
becoming stained and weather beaten, dark,
gloomy, and desolate. Somebody has left his
work half done. Somebody has miscaleulated.

It is a sad fact that churches may be left in

‘the same condition spiribually. The minister

may leave his.work half déhe. A body of be-
lievers may be left like & house unpainted, with
windows boarded up, receiving only damage,
alike from sunshine and storm. They may be
left like a knit garment unbound, almos$ sure
to ravel to pieces when put to use.

To illustrate : We hear of some churches
in the West the members of which are still
habitually using pork and tobacco, having never
been told that these things are hurtful, and that
their use is contrary to the practice of this peo-
ple. Of course, with such people, tea and cof-
fee are still household- articles, wrong habits of
life are uncorrected, they pay no s. 8. and take
very little part in the financial enterprises of
the church. They do not take our periodicals,
and bear no part in the circulation of reading
matter. It is reported that one member, hear-
ing casually that the use of tobacco was contrary
to the practice of this people, immediately laid
his tobacco aside ; but another Sabbath-keeper,
of the class above referred to, told him that the
preacher who brought them the third angel’s
message didn’t tell them anything about that,
and that consequently it didn’t make any diffor-
ence if he did use tobacco ; and the individual
then took up the practice again.

That a minister professing to be giving the

‘truths of the third message should permanently

leave his converts so uninformed upon these
subjects, betrays great unfaithfulness in his
work.

* It may perhaps be pleaded that time was lack-

ing, All these things, of course, cannot be

_these things ;

brought out at once ; and a judicious workman
will watch for the right time and the favorable
circumstances. But he should never consider
his work done till he has either instructed them
himself, or made provision for instruction from
others, on these important topics.

Perhaps he may say that some one else can
instruct them on these points better than him-
self. This is a great mistake. Who does not
know that the person who first brings individ-
uals to the knowledge of the truth, has the high-
est place in the affections of those individuals,
and the most influence with them? They will

" receive instruction from that person more read-

ily than from any one else. And, more than
this, it will be almost impossible for any one
else to bring them forward upon reforms against
which the first minister has seemed to cast an
influence either by his silence, by his indiffer-
ence, or by adverse insinuations.

There is a great responsibility resting upon
the minister in relation to this point, and to
and a little lack here may coun-
teract a great deal of hard labor, and deprive
him of a large reward which he might otherwise
secure.

The world is perishing for lack of knowledge.
People everywhere need instruction. Especially

_to bring them fully to the truth for this time,

there must be instruction, instruction, line upon
line, patiently, thoroughly, faithfully given.
For the minister who knows this, and yet does
not do it, there remains a giving of an account
of his stewardship which it would be well for
him if he could escape.

But little spiritual life or growth or help to
the cause, can be expected from those who are
left in the condition above described. But if,
in connection with the other great truths of the
message, they are instructed in Bible Temper-
ance, to bring themselves into the best physical
condition ; and in Bible Giving, to repress cov-
etousness and lead them to feel that they have
a personal investment in the cause of truth;
and if they are shown the importance of taking
the periodicals, that they may be brought into
communication and sympathy with all parts of
the work, and feel the throbbing of all its
pulses,—from such, a good report and good fruit
may be expected.

May the Lord help all his ministers to gather
in, build up, edify, and establish multitudes of
precious souls in the truth and work of these
last days. And may he raise up laborers of this
sort everywhere to go forth into the suffering
harvest fields. U. 8.

]2

Tar redeeming feature of the revival work ac-
complished by some of the popular traveling
evangelisis of the present day is that they make
reference frequently to the second coming of
Christ, and are directing public thought to con-
gider it an event at hand. But the watch-dogs
of error scent the heresy and raise a howl of
alarm. The following we clip from The Waitch-
man, of March 27, 1878 :—

¢« Zion’s Advocate, Portland, makes the follow-
ing observation, which seems to us every way
just, important, and timely :—

¢¢ ¢If Mr. Pentecost, in his preaching and Bi-
ble reading at Hartford Conn., were to make
frequent references to irumersion as seripbural

CREEPING IN.

. baptism, he wonld be called sectarian, and some

one would be found to let him know that in a
series of union meetings such words were en-
tirely out of place. But let an evangelist like
Moody, or Needham, or Moorhouse make fre-
quent references to the speedy coming of Christ,
and the other peculiar views which these men
hold in connection with the Second Advent,—
views which, to say the least, the great body of
evangelical Christians regard as unscriptural,—
and men hesitate to express their dissent. We
think this is wrong. These errors ave creeping
into our churches, and it is time, it seems to us,
it were understood that in a union meeting mil-
lenarian views have no place. If the evangel-
ists cannot keep their vigws on this subject to
themselves, let us know i, and our churches
will understand what they are to expect if they
open their doors to them.’” T. 8.

12
“THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND
MORE.”

‘WaEN the war of the Rebellion commenced,
it was supposed that about seventy-five thou-
sand men would be sufficient to quell it in three
months ; but a call for these was only a begin-
ning, Fifty thousand, and a hundred thousand,
and then two hundred thousand soldiers were
called for by the government ; and so call after
call came fast, one upon the heels of another,
until finally, after a heavy draft had been or-
dered, President Lincoln made cowards tremble
and traitors shake by his memorable call for
““three hundred thousand wmore.” When this

| rial, or they would not give up so easily.

call was made, every one knew that it meg
business. So it has been in our work.
message was first proclaimed by half a do
inexperienced men of poverty. It was thoug]
even then, that the work would be short ;}
Low little we dreamed of its magnitude. Wi
the number of our ministers had increaseﬁ,
twenty, and wo had two or three tents in-
field, and had one small paper, it was thought4
work was well under way, and that the loud:
might soon be expected. But alas! how I
ited were our ideas of the worl. 1

For years we supposed our main dependé
must be simply upon our preachers, and
there would never be an opporbunity offeredy
our brethren to labor in the cause except]
preachers. If brethren could not preach,
only thing left for them to do was to o
money and give that. But how rapidly cxre
stances are changing in this respect. N owt
are openings for labor in this message in ug
than a score of different directions, If a
son has not the ability to preach, he may
good tent master, or singer, or Sabbath-scl
teacher, or secretary of a tract society ; or h
teach in our school, or work i in our Ofiice of 7
lication or in the Sanitarium. If he can dong
of these thingg, there are still plenty of thi
he can do. fa.ct there are so many dlﬁ‘e
branches of the work rapidly springing i
which require ability, education, and cons
tion, that it is with the greatest d1ﬂmulty
men and women are found capable of filling thy
or, at least, who are willing to do it.

The time was when there seemed to b
openings for ambitious young men and woil
who were Sabbath-keepers. It looked as tho)
to keep the Sabbath was to shut them out’
all prospect of any useful employment. T
could work on a farm, and that was about
It did look like a forlorn hope. In our h
we have pitied young Sabbath-keepers, be v;,
there were s0 fow openings for usefulness bafj
them. But these days are past. Indeed, i
never existed. It is seen now that if the yul
men and women among us, a dozen or ev
score of years ago, ha.d devoted themselvoy
this work, had giveh themselves to the cil
and had stored their minds with useful kny
edge, they might now have filled 1mp0ﬁ
places, and been of invaluable worth to_the;
sage. Butsome did not have faith enough i}
to believe that, and now they find it -too lal
learn.

Probably each year will increase a dem
for talent, for earnest laborers in this e

Look for a moment at what is needed even 1
and what will it be in the near future? 3

1. Preachers, What urgent calls, what,
harvests, what inviting openings, are ey
where presented for live preachers to carry:
message ! In the East a great change is se
the public sentiment. In the South the &
promising fields ave everywhere inviting ouil
bors. Europe, England, Scotland, Austis]
and even Egypt are calling for help Oh i
we had fifty devoted men to give them immg
ately ; but we do not have them to gpare. !

2. Tent companies. Every year proves n‘_j
clearly that proper persons can greatly aif
preacher in giving a course of lectures. T
can furnish good singing and instrumental i
sic. Thoy can help him in praying and exh
ing, in visiting from house to house, in rep
ing for the daily papers, in getting up handbi]
and in various ways they can promote the i
est of the meetings. Not'only can brethren
gage in this work, but intelligent, devof
women can, in many cases, do more even -
men. What an opportunity for sisters to
missionary work, if they only will. And;
dently, this work will grow upon our h
and this class of persons will be more in
mand. Who is preparing for it? Some
sons make a faint effort to obtain a place,
because they are not successful give up ir
spair. These persons are not of the right

3. Tent masters. Experience shows thaif
good tent master is a very valuable aid in toff
work. Tent masters can forward or hinder )
work greatly. If they are what they should}
—sociable, devoted, energetic, stirring, and
tentive to their business,—ihey will do alm
ag much as the preacher. Who of our you
men are preparing for this work ?

4. Canvassers. Where we have one canvat
in the field, we ought to have fifty. Not only
this work be made to pay financially, but it i
very convenicnt means of spreading the truf
Itis a good school in which to learn. Ther
no lack of openings in this department.

5. Conference presidents, We already h
seventeen Conferences, and every year m
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Eirm additional .ones. The churches in each
onference are growing larger and more mnu-
erous "The business of the Conference gs be-
mmg more and more important ; and every
fioar shows that the prosperity of the Comfer-
ifice depends a great deal on the man .at the
ad,—the president. Here is a position wor-
y of the highest ambition of any young man,
is honorable and useful. There is rio lack of
portunity for a young man who has the.real
tal in him.

.6, Directors. Here is another office of much
importance. Every State must have from five
dozen directors ; and every year their office
| grow more and more responsible, ‘Where
o the men preparing to fill these places ? .

Aud g0 we might go through the list of
tretaries, librarians, Sabbath-school superin-
dents, Sabbath-school teachers, elders of
urches, deacons, “systematic treasurers,’ and
h clerks. Any one of these offices re-
ires & person of intelligence, of energyi,‘and
i culture. The more education he has the bet-

r. But these are only a small f»a‘rtkof the |

ouses, and how many honorable posut ns of
1t and usefulness are connected with ¢agh of-

. Beginning with the type-setter and’ end-
i ¢ with the editor, how many places are there
stween, —secretary, treasurer, foreman, proof-
ader, &e.

iy to fill these places.
I obtain'suitable help now.
o constantly being added ;to this Work At

lo work is growing rapidly.
s been added lately, namely, stereotypi
roper  persons must be found- to il f;hese
aces, :

o into the College.
n teachers employed there now ; bus the: Col-

nployed. From whence will they comeé !’
Go into our Sanitarium. Here six doctors
¢ already overworked. Others should -soon

pidly growing. And then there are many

Dlaces of important trust besides that. of the
ctors. About forty hands are employed |

rious departments o the S

B g to be done, simply because there are.no per-
ns of abiliby to take hold of it.

B As we look at these things, our hearts are-
a.med and we cry to God to put the burdeng thankfulness.
R somebody, and raise.up individuals to help;

in this work. The cause is actua.lly suffer-
Bz, and terribly suffering, for wani of men and
omen of stir, of life, of energy, and education ;

led the office of church clerk.

over it, find fault, and thmk they are misused..

They are not willing to suffer any sacrifice.’

g N0 ; they must have big pay and a fine pésition:
Rbefore thoy will do anything. The Lorgi Eas no
place in his work for such individuals ; they may
§u well go somewhere else.

C Let us get hold of thisidea: If the work goss on

; Hiive years more, there will be a call for ten men

§~ where there is a call for one to-day. The
work has increased in this ratio in the past, and

; it will in the future. Indeed, itis quite probable
Hihat the time is not far distant when we will have

' publishing houses in England in the Southern

4 States, in Scotland, and even in Australia. - Ev-
Yery one of these institutions must have gathered

b sround it from a score to fifty devoted workers.,

A one but the Lord knows where these persons

#will come from ; but we are confideht that they
will come,

Amen and women sit still, and dream away these

Hprecious hours, and allow some one to come up

jand take their crowns? Now, brethren and sis-

Yters, it is time we waked up to these thmgs.

iiTime is short. The message is soon to”close,
What is done, must be done quickly. If

"{you want a part in the closing work, don’t wait

Our offices will be growing every-
ur, and there will be wanted persons of abil-]
Indeed, it is very:hard:
And new branches |

There are no-less than/

e is only in its infaney. Amnotherlarge build- |
g must be added soon, and ten more teach_ers

ready to assist them, as the institution is:

; hersons who are not afraid to work ‘and.sacri--
hce, persons who are w1llmg to commenice at |

He will find them. Will our young

much longer. Get up early, stick to it late;
 study hard, crowd your moments full. Said
the great apostle, ¢ Every man shall receive his
own reward according to his own labor,” and he
acted as though he believed it. What a man of
energy was Paul! what a man of work! What
‘heroic deeds he wrought! How nobly he suf-
fered! He believed what he said,—that he
was to be rewarded according to what he did.

Many of us will wake up in the Judgment to
find that we have lost splendid ‘opportunities
and infinite rewards, but that will be just a lit-
tle too late.

“Three hundred thousand more!” Let
them come. Who will be the fixst? The loyal
citizens of the North in that time of trial re-
gponded, ‘Here we come, Father Abraham,
three hundred thousand more.” Shall we have
a response to the Lord’s call for more volunteers
in this great and closing struggle for God and
the right? D. M. CANRIGHT.

State Center, Ia., March 20.

THE READING OF THE BIBLE AND
PUBLIC WORSHIP.

TEERE is one book, and but one, which can
properly be denominated the book of God.
This being true, it follows, as a matter of course,

] that its authority, as compared with the produc-

tions of men, is as much higher as God the Crea-
tor is higher than man the creature. In all
matters of doctrine and duty it furnishes a
source of ultimate appeal; and to depart from
its teachings would be ruin. Whether or not

attle Creek we have a bookbm dery, whlch‘ our views correspond with its declarations is

t ' X ;
fouloys & number of hands, ani h;; bra;a ch O}ﬁj would prove the necessity of a change of opin-
NOLIGE ; DYANCRY 1 on on our part, in order to make our coneep-

* ] tions conform to the standard of Him who never

important only as difference between the two

errs. For if the book in question is really what
we concede it to be, then there can be no doubt
that we are wrong just so far as we differ from
that which it declares to be true and sound.
The value of such a revelation cannot be over-
estimated. Without it, we should all be adrift
upon a sea of wild speculation, bounded only by
the possibilities in the flight of human fancy.
Every man would be a law to himself ; and con-
fusion and uncertainty, the most deplorable in

| its nature and extent, would reign in those

realms of thought where unity and accuracy are

{|.absolutely indispensable to the highest welfare

of gll.
his bemg true, how grateful we should all
feel that God has, by making known his will,

L rescued us from that fatal condition of error

P T : hen left ¢
rsons in our ranks are workmg beyoixd their: intp which men so naturally drift when left to

Hitrength, and work for a hundred mors is suffer-]

theinselves. Were there no other consideration
than that of the perfect rest and satisfaction

| which is brought to our minds by a belief in the

Bible as containing the revealed will of the Om-
niscient One, we should have great occasion for

The condition of doubt and uncertainty is ter-
rible in the extreme. We recall, as an illustra-
tion of this fact, the case of an individual, who,
while upon trial for his life, having waited many
days for the final verdict of the jury, thanked
God when the verdict came at last,—even

| though it brought with it his condemnation to
I the gallows,—that his suspense had finally

: : ended ; reasoning that he would rather suffer
ouble is, there are plenty of persous who are:

ady to jump into the highest place’ ahd most"
ered trust, without having proved theuiﬁelves;
forthy, without having so much as prg)perlyf
Give "themf
wme little thing to ‘do, and they will whine

the doom to which he had been condemned than
to live longer in a state of doubt. Butb with us
there is not only occasion for gratitude because
of the acquisition of clear light as it regards our
actual standing, but also because that light
shows that there is hope in all our cases, and

not only be possible, but also certain.

In view, therefore, of the benefits which we
have received and the joys which we have ex-
petienced through the information imparted to
us by the reading of the Holy Scriptures, how
ought we to give expression to the appreciation

| which we have of the goodness of God in his

dealings with us, in affording us the very knowl-
edge of which we stand in such great need?
Manifestly in two ways. In the first place it
will be becoming in us to make the Bible the
"man of our counsel and the guide of our daily
lives. We should inform ourselves in regard to
its contents by giving it repeated and systematic
reading. In the second place, we should be un-
tiring in our efforts to get its light and its truth
before our neighbors. No opportunity for this

‘We should ever be ready to recommend it to
them, and, whenever occasion offers, to read it
to them in private. Not only so, but we should
also- seek to bring our friends to the place of
public worship, where they may not only hear
it read, but also where they may listen to the
minigter while he may expound the same.

that if we shall act well our part, salvation will ’

purpose should be allowed to pass unimproved.

Do you reply’that it is not the custom of your
pastor to read a chapter from the Bible during
the public service, and that he contents himself
with simply quoting his text and proof-texts
therefrom ? I answer that his practice is a most
unfortunate one; and that proper reflection, if
he loves the welfare of the people and desires
the glory of God, would lead him to change his
course entirely in this matter. He will agree
with me that there is no use in preaching the
word unless the Holy Spirit shall accompany his
utterance. He will also agree with me that the
Holy Spirit will be likely to carry conviction to
the hearts of the people just in proportion as
that which he says is in harmony with its teach~
ings and will. But if this be so, then it follows
that nothing which he can say will so fully meet
the conditions which will secure the blessing of
God as those words which God himself has in-
spired holy men to write for the benefit of a
fallen race. This is true, both because the doc-
trines taught are necessarily correct and because
the spirit in which they are uttered is unques-
tionably a right spirit.

Should it be replied that if this be the case it
would be better to dispense with the preaching
altogether, I answer that this would be frue,
provided that men could be induced to listen to
the reading of the Scriptures simply, as long
and as frequently as they can o preaching and
reading combined. This, however, is not the

fact ; and, in order to adapt ourselves to society

as we find it, it-is best to furnish such variety
in our public gatherings as will enable us both
to feed and entertain the hearers. A minister
with this end in view will be able, on each oceca-
sion, to spend his time most profitably in read-
ing a portion of the word of God, and in fllus.
trating, enforcing, and expounding the same, or
some other portion, as the circumstances of the
case may seem to require. By this course, even
though his sermon shall prove to be a very weak
one, he will at least have the satisfaction of
knowing that in the reading of a chapter those
present have had the benefit of the product of
the Holy Spirit, or of the words of Him who
spake as never man spoke.

Perhaps there never has been a time when
ministers and laymen have been more fully alive
to the value of Bible reading in the work of con-
vieting sinners and edifying saints, than they
are at the present time. Meetings for this es-
pecial purpose are becoming quite common, and
those preachers who are most successful in sav-
ing men, give the most prominence in their la-
bors to the word of God.

We confess for ourselves that when we see a
minister go into the desk, and, after singing
and prayer, enter immediately, without any
scriptural lesson, upon the delivery of a sermon,
however good it may promise to be, we feel that
he is about to feed the congregation with bread
which has in it the leaven of error and weak-
ness ; whereas he might give to them something
as much better as the angels’ food, or manna,
provided in the wilderness by the Lord, was
better than the ordinary food of the Hebrew
people. There seems, also, to be a smack of ego-
tism in the affair, since the minister, judging
from appearances, concluding that he has not
time enough for both the reading of the word
and the sermon, decides that he will lengthen
out the latter, as being more important, at the
expense of the former. We always say to our-
gelves under such circumstances, Poor man!
what a terrible mistake he is making ! The Bi-
ble-reading is just the thing needed to prepare
the minds and the hearts of the people to appre-
ciate what he is about to say and to profit by it.

The Bible, which is the sword of the Spirit,
and which is sharper than ever was steel of Da-
mascus, is mighty in the work of slaying the
man of sin, and revealing to the hearts of all
present the actual condition before God, of each
listener. No man, however eloquent, can hope
to ubter sentences which would compare with it
in this particular. It is God’s chosen instru-
ment for this purpose ; and when allowed to do
its office work, it will always do it well. When
we consider, therefore, that not one-tenth part,
even of the professors of religion present in any
congregation, read the Bible as much as it ought
to be read, and when we reflect that the public
service furnishes to a large share of those in at-
tendance, through the reading of the word, the
only knowledge of the Scriptures which they
ever oblain, we are more and more convinced
that a minister is never excusable for neglecting
to read the word whenever God gives him such
an opportunity for this purpose as is afforded
by an assemblage of both believers and unbe-
lievers, who are waiting to listen to his minis-
tration.

W. H. LirrLEsoHN.

DENMARK.

s

Arstrup, Marca 13.—I am bhere again in |
this place to hold a few meetings and to write
for Apvent Tipexpe. Some are becoming
weary in the way, but others go forward.
Some visit us from Jetsmark, where I held a
few meetings the past winter. They request
me to hold some more meetings with them.

At Tylstrup Hede also the truth has progressed
some during the past week. But the situation
is very different from what it is here. The ma-
jority of the people have no desire to hear, but
deride all who do attend the meetings, and make
every effort possible to hinder them from at-
tending. I have held two meotings in Sulsted
and two in the city of Tylstrup, but there are
only a very few there who care anything about
seeking God. The people are much addicted to
strong drink, and wickedness and pride exist to
a great degree. Superstition and unbelief hive
blinded them. They glory in their mlqulty,
and seek after worldly thxngs.

At Tylstrup Hede the vice of 1ntempera.nue
also rules with great power. It seems as if
Satan has much more power in this country
than in America.” But there are, however, a
few who willingly search the Scriptures, and the
word of God has made a deep impression upon
their hearts. They are as brands snatched from
the fire. Sabbath emmnrr we held a Bible-class.
It was of great encomgement to all. Sabbath
was a good day for us. The good Spirit of the
Lord was present at our prayer-meeting in the
forenoon, and quite a number took part with us
in the worship of God. A prayer-meeting has
never before, to my knowledge, been held in this
part of the country. There were more than
twenty persons who kept that Sabbath and«to-
gether tried to draw near to God. At the
meeting in the afternoon, when we preached
to the peopl¥, there was deeper feeling and
more brokenness of heart than we have wit-
nessed at any previous meeting. May the Lord
himself establish this work to his name’s honor
and to the salvation of souls.

TyrstrRUP, MARCH 18.—We read Bro. White'’s
remarks about the European mission last week.
It rejoices us to receive such encouragement
from our friends in America. It gives us new
strength and courage. We are very grateful,
dear brethren, for your support, temporal as -
well as spiritual. Our dear Saviour hasnot for-
gotten us either. He blesses our feeble efforts.
In his name we would renew our covenant with
the Lord and with our dear brethren, and strive
to labor to the glory of God and for the salva-
tion of precious souls in this part of the great
harvest field. '

Some letters that we receive are unpleasant, but
others are encouraging and show that the truth
makes an entrance here and there, both in Dén-
mark and Norway.

I held two meetings in Alstrup last week.
At the last meeting, two Friends (Quakers)
from Vejle were present. I let them occupy
most of the time. They are friendly to us, and
expressed astonishment to see 80 many devout
hearers. There were over two hundred persons
present, They said they were accustomed to
gee but few, if any, more than twenty pres-
ent.

This week I spend with the friends in Tyl-
strup. About thirty persons were present at
the Bible-class Sabbath evening, and twenty-
six children attended the Sabbath-school. The
Lord blessed us also in our prayer-meeting, and
in preaching in the afternoon. The Spirit of
the Lord has found a place in some hearts, and
they strive by the grace of God to go forward
in the way leading to eternal life.

Joun G. MATTESON.

" Turops is profoundly disturbed. Russia has
refused to submit to the termas dictated by. Eng—
land. England has refused to obey Russia’s de-
mand for the withdrawal of the English fleet
from the Sea of Marmora. England will not
withdraw her ironclads from the neighborhood
of Constantinople unless Russia will withdraw
her armies from their present nearness to the
same point. Lord Derby resigned the Secreta-
ryship.of Foreign Affairs in the British Minis-
try, unwilling to be longer responsible for the
rash and warlike measures which the Beacons-
field administration had resolved upon. Aus-
tria has given up trying to bring about a con-
ference of the Powers. England has called out

her reserves, and Russia is putting forth every
effort to strengthen her positions at the front.
In the event of an open rupture between the
Bear and the Lion, the Turk, as a ‘““neutral,” i
hoping for some poss1ble m1t1fra.tlon of woes
The Hungarian Diet is ravenous for a chance to
have a brush with the always hated Sclav.
Lord Salisbury succeods Lord Derby as Foreign
Secretary.
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THE SHEPHERD'S CALL,

e s

A sHEPHERD on the mountain bare
Leads forth his flock to pastures fair;
And soon with watchful eare and guard
He brings them to the river ford,

The fields beyond are fresh and green,
Buat swift the river runs between;
Then, crossing first the rapid stream,
He calls each one to follow him,

The timid flock upon the brink

Now for a moment stand, and shrink ;
Then forward all with one consent,
Upon that winning voice intent,

And keeping close the path he tried—
The most are safely at his'side—

But some with weak and careless siep
Arrive at length with many a slip. -

And some in fear go shiv'ring through,
But gain the shore in safety too;

And others, though tliey buffet strong,
Far down the stream are borne along;
Yet, still above ths waves, they hear
That constant call ring sweet and elear;
And, though the billows rush and roar,
They struggle on and reach the ghore.

If we our Shepherd’s call obey,
And closely follow in the way,
Then safe will be our passage o’er;
For he has trod the path before,
Should trouble, like a Rood, prevail,
And all our efforts seem to fail,
Remember, he is calling yet,
He never will his own forget.
‘That tender voice, so sweet, go clear,
Reveals his pregence ever near; -
And we may then fresh courage take,
He never will his own forsake.

—The Illustrated Christian Weekly.

‘| Bast Balisbury and Ipswich.

“did, conscientious soul ventured the resolu-
“tion to keep the Sabbath of the Lord, caus-
ing -joy on earth, and, we believe, in
‘Heaven. The brethren have hired and
fitted up a hall, in which they hold two
‘meetings a week, Bro. and Sr. Gaskill are
laboring earnestly to sustain the cause
' there, and with good success; for the
1meetings continue to be well attended.
March. 28. R. F. CorTrELL.

| Covington, Pa., April 2.

T'uE interest here still continues. Have

| learned of several more during the week
{ past that have decided to keep the Sabbath.
TOur last Sabhath meeting was an interest-
1ing occasion. Backsliders and sinners took
{ part with us, and expressed their purpose to

seek the Lord and keep his commandments,

Those who were urging the discussion

{have decided to postpone bringing their
Jman until I get away. I shall remain a
4 while longer, but shall hold meetings but a
| portion of the time and spend most of my

| time visiting,

S. B. WmrNzey.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Ovur meetings at East Salisbury closed

‘{ with a good audience, Sunday, March 31.
‘} Only four had then taken a decided stand
] with us; but we have good reasons to be-
4 lieve that others will soon do so,

QOne

Drogress of e Canse.

.man promised us he would not violate an-
other Sabbath. Another man and his wife
.have attended nearly every meeting, though

¢ e that gooth forth and weepeth, henriﬁg precious reed, Qhalliﬂa\;bﬁ%
less come again with rejoiciug, bringing his sheaves with him.” !

S S s o o o o o s o o o o A e g s o o

SIGOURNEY, Towa., ¥

Wz began meetings here Thursday even-
ing, March 28. The temperance so¢iety:
had appointed a meeting in our house for|
that evening, asd so invited me to speak tof
them, which I did. The house was fulli
The next night we could not seat the peo-
ple; so we hired the opera house, and!
promised the people plenty of room. But
this was also soon filled, Sunday evening!
many had to go away. The two following;
cvenings we had a crowded house. Thus;
far we have found all our meeting-houses:
too small to hold the people. Times are:
changing; men are becoming hungry for
the truth. We feel sad that such interests:
cannot be followed up.

We had a large attendance of our own
people, the largest ever convencd here. All
seemed to be of good courage. Sabbath
afternoon more than a dozen made a start.
" to be Christians. )

We spent most of our labor in setting,
before the brethren the history of the méss
sage, its present extent and wants, and our’
duty to it. I spoke half a day on s. B., and;
then took the pledges of all present. Abouf;
$1200.00 were pledged; $200 were pledged:
on 'the new tents, and several hundred on
the foreign mission. \ '

Monday and Tuesday nearly all res
mained, and we had a pleasant and profit-
able time instructing them in keeping the
clerks’ and. 8. B, books, and the duties of
different officers. Finally we had a long
talk with the preachers -about the way to
become successful laborers. ~ At the close
of the last meeting, Bro. L. McCoy was or-
dained to preach the gospel. . ‘

All expressed themselyes much pleased
and profited by these ‘meetings. Meetings
of this kind are just what is needed to wake
up the talent and interest of the brethren
and sisters. There are means and talent
enough in this Conference to do a mighty
work. It is decided to run nine or ten
tents this season; and others will go out
without tents. Bro. Farnsworth is an able
speaker and a stirring man; so we hope
much for the cause in Jowa. '

It is five years since I was here last. I
* highly enjoyed the -privilege of meeting
old friends again. A'large number of iy
former friends, the first citizens of Sigour:
ney, who were friendly: to us and to the
cause then, attended our meetings herg,
and were as friendly as ever. 'We hope for
inany of them yet. D. M. CaNrigHT.

W

NEW YORK AND PENNSYLVANIA;

Western New York.

I mave not reported for some time, but
bave been busy, laboring with the churchés-
in this vicinity, and with families ‘at their
houses; and have seen*encouraging intep-
est and indications of the advancement 6f.
the cause. Have visited Eagle Harbov,
the field of Bro. Reynolds’ recent labors,
twice. On the latter occasion, another can-

living four miles away. They were present

‘1at our last Sabbath meeting at Newbury-
‘L port.  We think they will soon decide for

the truth,

' Bro. Haines and I commenced leetures
at Ipswich, April 2. They are held in the
hall in which our brethren meet. We
 have had two meetings. The opening is
very encouraging. The brethren and sis-
ters hiere have shown a commendable in-
terest in visiting the people and inviting
them to attend, and also in preparing
everything for the lectures. Pray that the
Lord may give us help at Ipswich.

C. W. Srone.

CANADA. "

3

Since I wrote my last report for our
-good paper, I have held meetings in Frel-
ford, Bolton, and Stukely; have baptized
four nmew converts, organized the Bolton,
and Stukely church, ordained their elder
and deacon, and enjoyed a refreshing sea-
son- with them in attending to the ordi-
nances of the Lord’s house.

Friday, Feb. 15, I came to Baxford. Ar-
rangements were made to have us occupy
the Adventist chapel in Dixville, a village
in Barford. Bro. and Sr. Hutchins came
from Vermont, and were here with us over
Sabbath and first-day, till the 18th. Bro.
H.’s sermons were in his usual ready and
familiar style. All appreciated the word
spoken, Bro. Owen assisted in the work
nearly two weeks, till the 26th. I have
since continued to preach in the Adventist
chapel evenings, and Sabbaths and Sun-
days; and Mrs. B. and I have spared no
pains in visiting from house to house.

In our labors here we have had to en-
counter influences and oppositions of a
very trying character; but the Lord has
‘helped, and the truth has prevailed every
time, To God be all the praise.

Sunday afternoon, March 10, a Bap-
tist’ minister from Coaticook, known as a
‘learned man, by invitation, gave a dis-
course in Dixville in defense of Sunday-
keeping. I reviewed him the same even-
ing; and the result was that before the
next Sabbath twelve persons fully decided
to keep the day enjoined in the fourth
commandment. Truly they “can do noth-
ing against the truth, but for the truth.”

Up to this date, March 25, twenty-four
have embraced the truth, and forty are now
keeping the Bible Sabbath in this place.
The two Sabbaths just past have been pre-
cious days to us. As one after another
arose in the meetings, and in tears ex-
pressed their appreciation of the truth, our
hearts were full, and we felt to praise the
Lord aloud. After the close of the Sab-
bath, the 28d, I commenced to organize the
Barford church, Sixteen have united to-
gether in Christian fellowship, and nine
‘more have expressed their desire to unite
with them soon. A leader and a clerk
have been appointéd, and we have taken
measures to lay out about seventy-five dol-
lars in completing the chapel which our
Adventist friends erected in 1873..

A. C. BourpEav.

MAINE.
Report of Labor.

Wex'have been favored in Maine with a
visit from Bro. Haskell; and although the
roads were so extremely bad that but few
could attend, yet the meetings at South
Norridgewock, Somerget Mills, Richmond,
and Allen’s Corner, Deering, were good
and profitable. I very much regret that
the going was such that we could not
have a general meeting, and earnestly in-
vite Eld. Haskell to visit us again at a con-
venient time, and hold at least twe or three
general meetings, one of these to be held
at Linneus, Aroostook Co.

Has not the time fully come for advance
steps to be taken in this State? Is not the
Lord just as willing to work for us i Maine
ag for those in other states? I believe he
is, when we put ourselves in a position to
receive his blessing and to work effectually
in his cause. Calls are coming in from ev-
ery quarter, and the cry is, Come over and
help us. The Lord is coming, and it is
time to awake and put on the whole armor
of God. :

I met with the church on Croteh Island,
March 26. Found them all firm in the
truth, The 27th T spoke to the friends on
Long Island, and was rejoiced to find the
constable who so kindly protected me last
January when the man came to the house
armed with an ax, keeping the Sabbath,
with his wife, and still others are inter-
ested. I am reminded of the statement in
2 Cor.: “For we can do nothing against
the truth, but for the truth.” Those who
embrace the Sabbath readily leave off the
use of tea and tobacco. This is just as it
should be.

At Brunswick, March 81, we ordained
an elder and deacon for the church. May
the Lord add to their number daily such as
shall be saved. J. B. Goobpricrr.

Somerset Mills, April 2, 1878.

Aroostook Co.

CoamMENCED meetings on Silver Ridge
plantation, Aroostook Co., Feb. 25, and
continued them until March 23. As a
result, eleven are keeping the Sabbath., I
took an expression of the congregation to
ascertain how many believed we had the
trath according to the Bible, and about
thirty raised their hands.

We met with some opposition from the
Congregational minister. When I asked
him for his authority for keeping the first
day of the week for the Sabbath, he said
they had not a “ Thus saith the Lord” for
ity and did not need one, since they had the
whole Christian world in favor of Sunday-
keeping. I believe it is better to have a
“ Thus saith the Lord” for our guide, and
stand alone in the world, than to go with
the multitude and have a “Thus saith the
Lord” against us. S. J. Hersua.

ALABAMA.

),

o
Owl Valley, Cherokee Co., April 1.

Wz reached Gadsden, which is about
fifteen miles south of Bladen. Springs,
March 186, expecting to find our tents, which
we had ordered a month before; but we
were disappointed. After remaining a few
days and setting everything in order as far
as we could, we came into the country,
where we found a church of Baptists, and
three ordained ministers, that had been cut
off from the Baptist association, because
they had embraced the Bible doctrine of
the sleep of the dead and the annihilation
of the wicked. Here we found warm
friends and attentive listeners. Bro. Ellett
holds meetings at their house of worship,
and I am holding meetings five miles from
there, One minister and quite » number
of the members hive begun Sabbath ob-
servance.

We never have seen so many openings
before. We shall complete the work here
now before we put up the tent. The cli-
mate here is delightful. It has been warm
enough for tent labor {or a month.

Address me at Gadsden, Ala.

A. O. BurrirL.

EENTUCKY.

CLosED my meetings near Shepherdsville,
Bullitt Co., for the present, last night,
March 31, with a better interest than I had
when I commenced; but the business to be
attended to at the (uarterly meetings re-
quired my presence. Eight or nine em-
braced the Sabbath. Almost the entire
neighborhood say they are convinced on the
Sabbath, but some ask for a little move
time to consider.

I find just as good fields for labor
where meetings have been held
entirely new places, providing the
bath-keepers live out their faith so th
ple can have confidence in them. I w
therefore appeal to our brethren and g
in this Conference especially, If you
your neighbors and friends converted,
out the truth.

A\

TENNESSEE.

Turnersville, Robertson Co., March 29 k

‘W= commenced lectures in Turnersvi
March 17. After giving seven lectur
the Methodist church, the minister cg
with the lock-out argument, by which,
displeased and surprised even his o
members, at the same time awakening]
stronger sympathy in our favor. A hj
was offered us free, and immediately J
pared, in which we have since continy
our meetings, with increasing interest.

We earnestly request the prayers:q
God’s people, that we may be strong f§
this work. G. K. Owex

NEBRASKA,

IN consequence of the anticipated
moval of some of the members of {
Farmers Valley church, their quarte
meeting was held two wecks earlier thy
the usual time. Some of this church ha
been rather negligent about attendiy
meeting. Efforts were made to co
this error,

Bro. N, H. Hopkins was elected an
a{oart for the office of deacon, to take
place of Bro. Fairbank, who is abo
move away. Omne was received into- i}
church. 4

Last Sabbath I spent with the frieng
at New Erie, where the work: is still
gressing, On my way to Farmers Va
I preached at Watson. An earnest desiy
was expressed for a course of lectures; a
by vote I was requested to hold mee
here at my earliest convenience.

The fields are white. Where are {j
reapers? Cuas, L. Boyp.{

Beaver City, Furnas Co., Neb., March 81.

3

MICHIGAN.

Holton, March 29.

Last Sunday evening, the Method
minister on the cireuit preached on thei
mortality of the soul. His sermon was fi
of misrepresentations and false statemen
It has been the theme of conversation he
the week. I reviewed him last eveni
before a crowded house; many had
stand for want of seats, The most
those present expressed satisfaction, aij
the Methodist minister has fallen a gidj
deal in the estimation of the people.:
sold several packages of tracts on the i
mortality question at the close of the med
ing. 4

{'i‘wo persons have commenced to ke
the Sabbath, and several more are weig}
ing the matter in their minds. Many oy
convinced of the truth. Have obtaing
one subscriber for the RerorMEer. Wi
meet with the brethren at T'win Lakes it
mMOTTOW, Gusraw A. CARLSTEDT. )

KANSAS,

Clarion, April 1, -

Our meetings at this place are prospef :
ing finely. 'The attendance and intereffls
are still increasing. Twelve or fourteofl
have already decided for the truth. -

Qur debate begins on the 8d inst.
' J. LavonT.

G. H. RoaGErs,

A
fu

Ottawe, March 28, :
Ar the place where I am now laboring®

eight miles north-west of Ottawa, fouf
have signed the covenant, and one or twil
more are keeping the Sabbath. Prejudicls
is as strong here as in any place whenf
I ever labored. My congregations havif:
been small, and there is not much hopefl
of raising up a church at present. f
SmirH SHARP.

L0

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA.
P o

[ Abridged from the Siens or tHE TiMES. ]

I~ the Siens of March 28, Eld. Lough
borough gives interesting particulars of the
‘Oakland church, with which he had spent
the preceding week. Those who hawe
lately received the truth there are earnest
in the work, and making progress.. Thej




$ind in his own good time he will “judge
#he secrets of men” with a righteous judg-
fnent. i
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payer and social meeting Tuesday even-
jg, and the three distriet meetings Friday

iing, were full of interest, and the time
g8 well filled with spirited testimoties.
he discourses on the Sabbath and on Sun-
iy evening were listened to by good au-
ences. "The Oakland V. M. Society has
ome valuable aceessions to its corps of
orkers, and this society is doing effective
ork in spreading the truth.

Family Beading.

o S e e T N e e S P

My little girl, the other day

(Three years of age a month ago),
Wounded her finger while at play,
And saw the crimson current flow.

. With pleading optics raining tears,

. She sought my aid in terrors wild;

I smiling said, ¢ Dismiss your fears,’
 And all shall soon be well, my child.”

Her little bosom ceased to swell,

L. While she replied, with ealmer brow,
i« know that you can make it well,

. DBut how, papa, I do not know.”

Our children oft entreat us thus
For succor or for recompense;
¢ They look with confidence to us,
. As we should look to Providence,

]

For each infantile doubt and fear,
And every little childish grief,

Is uttered in a parent’s ear

With full assurance of relief.

A grateful sense of favors past
Inclines them to petition now,

= With faith in succor to the last,

¢ Although they can't imagine how.

And ghall I doubtingly repine -
When clouds of dark afiliction lower? .

A tender Father still is mine, >
Of greater mercy, love and power.

He clothes the lily, feeds the dove, |
The meanest insect feels his care;

And shall not man confess his love—
Man his offspring and his heir?

Yes; though he slay, I'll trust him still, -
And still with resignation bow;

* He may relieve, he can, he will,

~ Although I cannot yet see how. - ol

—8el.

A

“ JUDGE NOT.”

ults and so interesting to talk them: over
ith congenial spirits, that many of us
ten yield to the temptation. :

dged,” i frequently met with the words,

supposed by some - that the latter. text
ves any permission to expose the foi-
les of their fellow-beings.
fuke, It is true that we may know
whose lives are impure, but it is. n
iat we are at liberty to blacken the

those

boters still more by seandal. X6 is ho small - parr.
fust be | the son of parents eminent for piety. Iis

P

lask to govern the tongue; but it.n
one, or ruin will be-the result.
luuses much evil speaking, and ¢

fiiore, Such feelings should not cantral.

Be life or dwell in the heart of the.
fan.  Our mission is, to help the efring,

tncourage the faint-hearted, and to~ “do

&b others as we would be done by.” If evil
Fueets us on every hand, we know that,—

“ [Towever hid by saint-like face,
The eurrent of that life which flows
Away from Ileaven, away from gra' e,
God knows,”

4 Parents, beware how you speak disparag-

Jngly of others bLefore your. ehildren.  By:
3w doing yon will sow seeds of wrong:
Avhich will hereafter bear a plentiful har-

4vest.  Brethren and sisters, be true to your

Jrust, and you will not fear to be judged:
fiith the same judgment you have exerdised,;
gmd-in the great day, when you stand be-

Jore the “Judge of all the earth,” joy will

Jighten yonr faees, and peace dwell in; your,

‘inobserving.

flearts. Eriza H. Morrox.

CHEAP TALX.

re, It is so easy to see our n‘ci’gl}ff)or’si

The text, “Judge mnot, that ye be not.

By their fruits ye shall know them.” It

This “is a mis- |

ill.{ Christian eollege.

'| early manhood!
‘| no hard, repellent forms, but in the genial
| graces aund beautiful adornments of edu-

Tur truthfulness of the very common’
ipression that “talk is cheap,” might
‘jaeem unquestionable to the careless and.

Buts #o individuals whose’
onscienecs have not lost their discrimina-;
five power, and whosc religious experience

is not mere antomatie operations, words

are not so valueless.
There is no sueh thing as eheap talk, yet

it is an undisputable fact that there is very

much of idle and trifling conversation, and
frivolous talk. There is no account opened
in the heavenly Ledger to cheap talk.

“Tvery idle word that men shall gpeak,
-they shall give account thereof in the day

of Judgment.” The final andit will show
that words spoken hastily or ever so
thoughtlessly were caught by the attentive
angelic ear, and the ready pen of the heav-
enly aceountant registered every word.
Can talk be considered cheap, when by our
words we are condemned or justified? A
man’s words furnish a eriterion by whieh
to judge of his spiritual condition. Out of
the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks. Jameg, in speaking of the uses of
the tongue, uses convineing langnage, and

employs strong figures to impress upon his

readers the restraint which it is necessary
to place upon the unruly member.

The words of a person professing to be
a follower of Christ, who exhorts others to
holiness, yet manifests none of the fruits
of the Spirit in his life, may, in a certain
sense, be considered cheap; yet James
employs a fitter term, “If any man among
you seem to be religious and bridleth not
his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart,
that man’s religion is vain.” All his ex-
hortations fall powerless upon the ear and
are.echoless in the heart of the listener.

David, in considering the charaeter of a
citizen of Zion, asks the pertinent question,
“TLord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle?
who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” and re-
ceives this comprehensive answer, «He

| that walketh uprightly, and worketh right-

eousness, and speaketh the truth [not with
his lips, notice, but] in his heart. He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth
evil to his neighbor, nor taketh ap a re-
proach against his neighbor. In whose

leyes a vile person is contemned; but he

honoreth them that fear the Lord. He
that sweareth to his own hurt, and ehang-
eth not.” Although vows have beén taken
and agreements entered into that afterward
prove not a suecess finaneially, the individ-
ual is not released. God requires that he
should maintain honesty, uprightness, and
integrity of character, notwithstanding he
has sworn to his own hurt. Here is a test

1 for the selfish man, that he forfeit not his

avord and honor.

. God would have men speak words of so-
yerness and truth. “Let no man deceive
youwith vain words; for because of these
-things eometh the wrath of God npon the
children of disobedience.”

“Yet the words of my mouth, and the
meditation of my heart, be aceeptable in
thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my
Redeemer.” * o o%

“WHO ARE THE AARON BURRS NOW
LIVING IN CHRISTIAN HOUSE-
HOLDS?”»

Or the eminent men in Ameriean his-
tory, no one has eome to the close of life

| under a darker cloud of reprobation from

God and man than Aaron Bwrr. He was
father was the venerable president of a
IIis mother was the
daughter of the Rev. President Edwards, a
most godly man, and herself also a woman
venowned for her rare Christian eulture,

1The family extended far back in a lum-

inous pathway of Christian faithand prayer.
‘What an accumulation of holy forces con-
centrated upon Aaron Burrs’ boyhood and
They surrounded him in

cated Christian soeicty. The piety of his
father was lighted up by a mirthful humor.

| No happier men cver lived than the clergy

of that age. The Dbest edueation of the
times, too, was his. Thus directed, so far
a8 home and inheritance and eircumstances

‘couild do it, toward Heaven, he entered on

his aetive manhood.

‘When approaching his twentieth year,
he became interested in the salvation of
hig soul: The Spirit of God then elearly
set before him the great alternative, and
pressed his decision on the side of virtue
and religion, He retired soine weeks to a

-| rural town in Conneeticut, for the sake of
| settling onee for all the question of his re-
ligious character.

Nobody knows what
was the history of those oritical weeks;
through what, conflicts he passed; how
near he may have approached to the God

‘of his fathers; nor what fatal influences

turned him baeck. But he came home re-

‘solved, as he said, “never again to trouble

himself about his soul’s salvation.”

To all appearanees he kept that resolu-
tion to the last. The die was east, as he
meazt it should, be “once for all.” It is
not known that he was ever again seriously
disturbed by religious convictions. e en-
tered on what promised to be a brilliant
public career, without God and without
hope. Ie passed through it a godless man.
He ended it, disappointed in his am-
bitions and soured against all the world.
He died in obscurity, abandoned by old
friends for years before, unsaluted by them
as they passed him in the street, with the
guilt of murder on his soul and the brand
of Cain on his brow. So far as man can
know, he went speechless to eternity, with
a seared conseience and a hardened heart.
God suffered him-—as he generally does
such men—to die as he had lived.

His was a representative history—rvepre-
sentative of those who dreak the line of
ancestral piety, and force their way to an
irreligious life and death, in defiance of
God’s proteetive plans for their salvation.
It is an appalling question—do not angels
pause and “lean on their harps” to eateh
the answer?—“ Who are the Aaron Burrs
now living in Christian families? ”—Pro-
Sessor Austin Phelps, D. D.

A REGION OF WONDERS.

A CorRRESPONDENT wlio has been visit-

ing a portion of California known as the

Big Meadow, thus deseribes some of the
natural wonders he saw there:—

Two. miles from kere are the Geysers.

One of .them, as clear as crystal, throws
boiling water about twenty-five feet high;
the next is a mud spring, and throws
about -ten feet, while the other is only a
boiling spring and changes every other
year to a blood red. Besides these, the
whole canyon is nothing but steam eseap-
ing for over one hundred yards. One mile
and a half from here is a boiling lake of
the eonsistency and color of soapsuds. It
is four hundred yards long and two hun-
dred wide. Two miles further on is Hot
Spring Valley. Here, within a distanece of
one hundred yards,are between two hundred
and three hundred boiling springs—no two
alike, and showing every kind of mineral
imaginable. Half a mile from here, over
the mountain, is another lake, with neither
inlet nor outlet in view, and it is also full of
large trout, and the water is as clear as
crystal. It is four miles from here to Mor-
gan’s Valley, where ean be found, it is
said, the best sulphur springs in the world.

‘| Following up the canyon there are nearly

a thousand different kinds of mineral
springs, ineluding all kinds of “paint”
springs. One of these springs has cost
the ecattle men about $10,000 within the
last nine or ten yems. It is apparently
arsenical. It is death to man or beast if
only tasted. Seven miles further on is Las-
sen Butte. From here one of the grandest
views is obtained. In the far distance is
the sea, and nearer is oul beautiful Sacra-
mento river, winding through the broad
valley for a husdred miles or more. There
is plenty of chance to hunt all over thig
wide range for either bear or deer, and it
does not take mueh trouble to find either
of them.— Bible Banner.

PR

A FEARFUL RISK FOR GIRLS.

Tiux pastor of a chureh in one of our
large cities sald to me, not long ago: “I
have officiated at forty weddings since I
eame here, and in every ecase, save one, I
felt that the bride was running an awful
risk. Young men of bad habits and fast
tendeneies never marry girls of their own
sort, but demand a wife above suspicion.
So pure, sweet women, kept from the
touch of evil through the years of their
girlhood, give themselves, with all their
costly dower of womanhood, into the keep-
ing of men who, in base assoeiations, have
learned to under-value all that belongs to
them, and then find no repentanee in the
sad after-years. There is but one way out
of this that I can see, and that is for you—
the young wemen of the country—to re-
quire in assoeiations and marriage, purity
for purity, sobriety for sobriety, and honor
for honor.

“There is no reason why the young men
of this Christian land should not be just as
virtuwous as its women, and if the loss of
society and love be the price they are
forced to pay for vice, they will not pay it.
I admit with sadness that not all our
young women are capable of this high
standard for themselves or others, but I
believe there are enough earnest, thought-
ful girls in the soeiety of our eountry to

work wonders if faithfully aroused.

“Dear girls, will you help us, in the name
of Christ? Will you, first of all, be true to
yourselves and God; so pure in your inner
and outer life that you shall have aright to
ask that the young man with whom you
marry shall be the same? The awful gulf
of dishonor is close beside your feet, and in
it, fathers, brothers, lovers, and sons are go-
ing down. Will you help us in our great
work? *—8el. '

Tux mere lapse of years is not life. To
eat and drink and sleep, to be exposed to
darkness and the light; to pace round in
the mill habit, and twrn thought into an
implement of trade,—this is not life. In
all this buta poor fraction of the conscious-
ness of humanity is awakened, .and the
sanctities still slumber which make it worth
while to be. Knowledge, truth, love, beau-
ty, goodness, faith, alone can give vitality
to the mechanism of existence. The laugh
of mirth that vibrates through the heart,
the tears that freshen the dry wastes within,
the music that brings childhood back, the
prayer that calls the future near, the doubt
whiclt makes us meditate, the death which
startles us with mystery, the hardship which
forees us to struggle, the anxiety that ends
in trust,—these are the true nourishment
of our natural being.

Rerieron is thought of by many as a
preparation to die. This is a mistake. Re-
ligion is fit living; but fit living eannot
leave one unprepared to die. Hence you
are not so mueh eoncerned how you shall
die as how you ought to live. To live well
is to make good dying inevitable. The
living is your duty; the dying is in God’s
care, Toliveis the matter of to-day, the
duaty next to you; to die is in reserve for
that future known only to God. Religion
is the spirit of ITeaven permeating, enliven-
ing, elevating, sweetening, all your eartkly
life. Tt is to be to you a sunlight, an at-
mosphere; it is to pervade your existence,
to inspire your efforts to build up the Re-
deemer’s kingdom and to bless men, and to
bring your whole being into harmony with
the divine economy,—Sel,

" Jrsurrism.—A contemporary is author-
ity for the statement that in New Mexico
where there are many Roman Catholics,
“ga law has just been urged through the
territorial legislature by the Jesuits, placing
the whole public education in the hands of
the Soeciety of Jesus. The governor very
properly, and with manly reasoms, vetoed
1t; but it was passed over his objections.
As it is manifestly uneonstitutional, appeal
is to be made to Congress to forbid the act.
But the act of the Society is both signifi-
cant and instructive. The Jesuit politely
aceepts, but when he has the votes, he
knows no golden rule with Protestant here-
tics! He demands, and, if possible, wil]
hold, the whole!”— Religious Intelli-

gencer. ,
QT

Obituary Hotices.

“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hencoforth.”
G e e e

Diev,anear Convis, Mich., March 28, 1878, sis-
ter Mary A Sisley, wife of Bro. John Sisley., For
years her health has been failing, and she fell a
victim to consumption after an illness of two years,
at the age of 39 years and 7 months, She em-
braced the cause of Christ in 1863, and has since
been a worthy member of the 8. D. A, church in
Convis. She died peacefully, trusting in her Sav-
iour, and leit to a large cirole of mourning friends
the brightest evidence of her acceptance with God,
The funeral diseourse was given by the writer,
from the first part of Isa. 53: 4.

Gro. C. TENNEY.

FeLn asleep in Jesus, Feb. 20, 1878, at Sterling,
Blue Earth Co.,, Minn., Ella Rose, daughter of Bro,
and sister C. N. Plumb, aged 2 years and 7 months.
Her death, which was caused by pneumonia, was
very sudden; but she will soon come again from
the land of the enemy. Words of comfort were
spoken by Eld. J. E. Conrad (Presbyterian), from.
1 Thess. 4:15. Emma MERr1¢KEL.

(Sraxns please copy.)

Diep, at Kingston, Minn,, March 20, 1878, siy-
ter Sallie A. Bogar, aged 19 years and 4 months..
Together with her brother and sister and mother,
ghe embraced the present iruth three years ago..
She was beloved by all who knew her, and was- the
comfort of her widowed mother. Words of coms-
fort by Bro, W. B. Hill. Text, 1 Cor. 15: 26

Mgrs. A, Coox..

D1ep of consumption and liver complaint, atSt:
Charles, Mieh,, March 23, 1878, Emerson A Bd-
son, aged 29 years. Ie was born in Ashfield,.
Mass, Has kept the Sabbath from his yeuth, his.
parents being among the pioneers of the present
truth. He bore his sickness with marked pa-
tience. He leaves a wife and brother to mowrn
their loss, but they have a blessed hope to sustain
them in their sorrow. Funeral discourse by Bro.
H. 8. Guilford, : A. GranaMm,
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The N. Y. Biblical Institute.

ErE this paper reaches its readers, this Insti-.
tute will be past. Up to the date of this writ-
ing, April 4, its success has been very gratify- |
ing ; and what is most important of all, its gpir--

itual interest has more than kept pace with its}

other departments.

A prayer-meeting of thirty minutes’ duration
precedes the morning lecture, and we have a social |
mesting of one hour before the evening lecture. -
The evening after last Sabbath, this social meet-
ing was of so interesting a character that the
regular lecture gave way before it, and it con-
tinued till half past eight. Nearly every oue
present was deeply moved. It seeméed like a.
fulfillment of Mal. 4:6, the hearts of the]
fathers turning to the children, and the hearts.
of the children to the fathers. Two have
here made a public commiencement of the’
service of God, and some of those without:
are regular and interested attendants upon the;
evening meetings. o

Bro. Haskell arrived last Tuesday, and will
be a great help during the remainder of the ses-|
sion. :

With the help of the young men who will give |
themselves to the work from this meeting, New-
York will be able to mian seven tents the coming:
season. ;

The Michigan Sabbath-school Associa.tidh;
of Seventh-day Adventists. oo

Togr Committee appointed to draft a Staﬁe{;
constitution for Sabbath-schools submit the-fol-
lowing report :— ‘ 7

For the purpose of awakening a deeper inter-
est in Sabbath-school work, and of securing un
formity of method in our schools, a Sabbath-
school Association is hereby organized by the:
Seventh-day Adventists of Michigan in quar-
terly meeting assembled this —— day of April,"
1878. This Asgociation to be governed by tlle;
following Constitution :—

CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE I. NAME,

“his Society shall be known as the Michigan.
Babbath-school Aszociation of Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. :

ARTICLE II. MEMBERSHIP. .

This Association shall be composed of all the:
members of such Sabbath-schools as shall report:
quarterly to the secretary. S

ARTICLE III. REPRESENTATION.

Sucrion 1. Dereearss.—The several xs;c}yx‘oigls‘f
shall be represented in busine:s session by dele-
gates whom they shall appoint. ‘

Sec. 2. ArrorNntmunT.—Hach Sabbath-school
of fifteen members is entitled to ‘one delegate,,
and one additional delegate for each’ additional
fifteen members. . \ ' }

SEgc. 3. SUPERINTENDENTS.—All the Superin-
tendents present at a meeting of this, Asgocia~
tion shall be received as delegates, . ‘

ARTICLE 1V. OFFICERS,

The officers of this Association shall be a
President, a Secretary, and an Executive Board
of three, of which the President shall be one.
These officers shall be elected at the annual
meeting of the Association.

ARTICLE V. DUTIES OF PRESIDENT.

The duties of the President shall be to preside
at all the meetings of the Asgociation and of the
Txecutive Board, and to call special meetings

. thereof, ‘ i
ARTICLE V1. DUTIES OF SECRETARY.

Src. 1. As SEcrrary (1) He shall keep a ree-
ord of the proceedings of the Association, and
present a yearly summary of its workings at the
annual meeting. (2) He shall attend the meet-
ings of the Executive Board, and keep a record
‘of its proceedings. (3) e shall execute all the

correspondence ordered by the Association and |

by the Executive Board.

Sec. 2. As TreasUrer.--He shall also act as
treasurer of the Association, and shall receive and
hold all moneys belonging to the Association,
giving receipts therefor, and paying out the
same as the Association or the Executive Board:
may direct. .
ARTICLE VIL. DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE BOARD,

The functions of the Executive Board shall
be: (1) To represent this Rssociation when ot
in session assembled, and to execute all its Fec-
‘ommendations and orders. () To assist, either
spersonally or by authorized agents, in organiz-

of their faith.
| be, for the evidence is abundant and easy to be
-obtained,

{a careful reading by all.

1ing and conducting Sabbath-schools, and Sun-
day-schools in those places where an attendance
can be secured, and where the truths of the Bi-
ble can be plainly taught. (3) To make all nec-
essaty provisions for rendering the sessions of
the Association interesting and profitable ; and

{ in general, to labor to make our Sabbath-schools
‘efficient in preparing their members to be fruié-
‘ful workers in the grand mission of the third

angel’s message.
ARTICLE VIII. FUNDS.
The funds for defraying the expenses of this
Asgociation shall be obtained by contributions

-from the several schools in the State, and by in-

dividual donations.

ARTICLE IX. AMENDMENTS.

This Constitution may be altered or amended
by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present at
any regular meeting. D. M. Caxricur.

G. H. Bern.
W. C. WHITE.

A New and Important Work.

I HAVE recently examined the manuscript of
a work which will soon be issued by the Pub-
lishing Association in Battle Creek, entitled,
¢“The Bible from Heaven.” It is written by
Eld..D. M. Canright, and will make a book of
300 pages or more.

Infidelity is very bold and defiant in this age,
and many honest ones who have not had oppor-

- tunity to examine the subject with care are stag-

gored by the bold assertions of infidels that we

¥ lack proof of the authenticity and divine origin
| of the Bible.
-in utter ignorance of the subject.
{ of the Bible and its precious truths onght not

Most of these assertions are made
But lovers

to be ignorant of the strength of the foundations
And fortunately they need not

Though this work of Eld. Canright’s does not
pretend to exhaust the evidence or to supersede
larger works on the same subject, we think no
one can read it without wondering why more
evidence than it contains.ghould be required by
any one. We believe no one can read it with-

| out being benefited and having his faith greatly
| strengthened in the foundations of our holy re-
’| ligion.

It is expected to have it issued in time for
the coming camp-meetings. We have no doubt
it will meet a ready sale, and we bespeak for it
J. H. WAGGONER.

s New England State Quarterly Meesting.

Tus friends will notice that this meeting is
now definitely appointed for South Lancaster,
Mass., May 4, 5, instead of at Danvers.

D. M. Caxricur.

A Request.

‘WiLL every ehurch organization of 8. D. Ad-
ventists in Wisconsin send their financial report
and pledge to the Conference secretary, A. S.
Osborn, Bloomington, Wis.? 1If there should be
any who are not supplied with proper blanks, I

will furnish them upon notifcation. Let the
matter be attended to promptly.
A. 8. OsBorx.

Wirn those writing to me on business con-
nected with the cause of present truth give their
county, as well as their name, post-office, and
State? DBy doing this, they will save me a
great deal of time and trouble, and insure an
answer. Kvery one does not know where your
post-office is as well as youdo, Remember this.

J. N. AyYErs.
Garnett, Kansas.

A coop name is best won by good deeds.
There is no sure way of being well thought of
but by deserving well. *You have alittle world
around you,”’ wrote Daniel Webster to an early
friend ; ““fill it with good deeds, and you will
fill it with your own glory.”

WantEp—A home, with school and church privileges,
in a 8. D. A. family, for a well disposed boy of thirteen.
1 am prepared to give the best recommendations.

S. BROWNSBERGER.

Datile Qreek, Mich., College.

APPQINTHMENTS.

“And a8 yo go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”

s

S e

Kansas Camp-mecting.

Tae Kansas Camp-meeting will be held at
Neosho Falls, Woodson Co., May 22-27, 1878,
This place is seventy miles south of Topeka on
the Misgouri, Kansas, and Texas R. R. We

/

us.

expect to get a reduction of fare on this road,
of which due notice will be given.
Kansas Conr. Conr.

Kansas Conference.

Tue third annual session of the Kansas Con-
ference of 8. D. Adventists will be held at
Neusho Falls, Woodson Co., in connection with
the camp-meeting, May 22-27, 1878, Each
church in the Conference should see that its
delegate is elected and provided with creden-
tials signed by the clerk, and all unorganized
bodies of Sabbath-keepers should be suitably
represented. Delegates should bring reports of
the standing and condition of their respective
churches. Kawsas Conr. Com.

Kansas T. and M. Society.

THE third annual meeting of the Kansas T.
and M. Society will bo held at Neosho Falls,
Woodson Co., in connection with the camp-
meeting, May 22-27, 1878, Every officer of
the society (and every member too) should at-
tend this meeting. J. N. Avsrs, Pres,

Danvers, Mass., April 19-22. Meetings will
begin Friday evening. This will be my last
meeting at Danvers for the present. Eld. Has-
kell will be there, and matters of great import-
ance will come up, especially the T. and M.
werk. D. M. CaxrigHT.

SpECIAL meetings will bo held with the
churches in Minnesota, as follows :—

Kingston, April 13, 14,
Monticello, “ 16.
St. Francis, 20, 21
Chisago Lake, 4 23.
Beaver Falls, 27, 28.
Ellsworth, May 4, b.
Rock Elm, ¢ 8
Eau Galle, 11, 12,
Maiden Rock, “ 18, 19.
Lake City, ‘25, 26,

‘We hope every member of the above churches
will attend these meetings. Bring your chil-
dren and friends. The time has come for our
Conference to take advance steps. Let us come
to these meetings praying that God will crown
our effurts with success. All the above meet-
ings that hold over the Sabbath will commence
on Friday evening. HarrisoN GRANT.

L. H. Exxs.

I wirr meet with churches in Wisconsin, as
fellows :—

Hundred Mile Grove, Tuesday and Wednes-
day evenings, April 16 and 17.

Baraboo, Thursday evening, April 18,

Hillsborough, as Bro. Knowlton may arrange,
April 20 and 21. H. W. DecxEz.

Woodburn, Macoupin Co., Ill., April 11-14.

Princeville, Il., April 19-21.

Address us at the above points. Meetings at
each point to commence on the evening of the
tirst date. G. W. Corcorp.

C. H. Buiss.

New England General Quarterly Meeting,

Tr1s meeting will be held at South Lancas-
ter, May 4, 5. Also at this time the meeting-
house at this place will be dedicated.

‘We shall expect to see a general rally of the
friends of the cause in the New England Con-
ference at this time. Eld. Canright will be
present. As this meeting will immediately pre-
cede the summer campaign, it will be an im-
portant meeting. All come.

S. N. HasguiL.

State Quarterly Meetings.

THE State quarterly meeting of the Iowa and
Nebraska T. and M. Society will be held, as ap-
pointed, at Sigourney, Ia., the third Sabbath and
Sunday in April.  We hope to see a general at-
tendance of our brethren. We want a full re-
port of all Jabor performed, and we also desire
our directors to send in a report of the value of
all the publications in their respective libraries.
‘We expect that Bro. Geo. I Butler will be with
E. W. FArRNsWoORTH.

Stare quarterly meeting of the N. ¥, and Pa.
T. and M. Society, at Pulaski, N. Y., April 27,
28. B. L. WHITNEY,

MicareaN State T. and M. meeting at Battle
Creek, Mich., April 21. Eld. 8. N, Haskell is
expected. We wish to see all the directors
at this meeting. We believe it to be duty for
all directors to attend these general meetings.
Each district should see that its director is not
crippled in his work for want of means to pay
his traveling expenses. Hope all district seere-
taries will be in seagon with their reports,

. J. Fareo.

QUARTERLY meghing of the Illinois T. and M,
Society at Princoville, April 21, 1878, We ex-
pect several of our public laborers to be in at-
tendance. Preaching, Sabbath eve, 7:30. Let
all who can, come. G. W. Concorp.

Trs next general quarterly T. and M. meet-
ing of Maine will be held in South Norridge-
wock, April 20 and 21. We earnestly request
all our brethren and sisters in Maine to beé pres-
ent, as matters of importance will be brought
before the meeting. J. B. GoobricH

1 Mrs J K Gurdner 2bec, Rachel bhaw 1.00, G T Sui

SrArE quarterly meeting of the Indi
and M. Society at Rochester, Fulton Co., Ii
April 19-21. Meetings will commence ev
of the Sabbath. Let each district send a rep
to the State secretary, J. W. Covert,
Howard Co., Ind., in time for him to repot
the State meeting. Would like to see a gen
turnout of directors and leading brethren,.
wish to make general arrangements for the
mer campaign. 8. H. Laxg, P

District Quarterly Meetings.
To be held April 13 and 1}

Dist. No. 2, Ia. and Neb, T. and L. 8o
at Marion, Ta. . Danter ANorE, Direc

at Sandyville, Ia,

Lnsiness

‘““Not Slothful in Business.” Rom. 1112,

e

Tae P. O. address of Thos. H. Purdon, Secreta
T. and M. Society, is now Middlebury, Addison ¢

P U

Tre P. O. address of I. G. Coleord, is Berend,
Salle Co., 1l

.

Trr P, O. address of J. W. Covert is changed f
Alto, Ind., to Sharpsville, Tipton Co., Ind.
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