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SANDALPHON,

L Have you read in the Talmud of old,

E In the legends the Rabbins have told

& Of the limitless realms of the air,

fave you read it,—the marvelous story

0f Sandalphon, tlie Angel of Glory,
Sandalphon, the Angel of Prayer?

© How, ercct, at the outermost gates

[ Of the City Celestial he waits

. With his feet on the ladder of light,

L That, crowded with angels unnumbered,
- By Jacob was seen, as he slumbered
Alone in the desert at night?

£ The Angels of Wind and of Fire

. Chant only one hymn and expire

. With the song’s irresistible stress;
. Expire in their rapture and wonder,
E As havrp-strings are broken agunder
. By music they throb to express.

L. But serenc in the rapturous throng,

i Unmoved by.the rush of the song,

. . With eyes unimpassioned and slow,
£ Among the dead angels, the deathless

¢ Sandalphon stands listening breathless
To sounds that ascend from below ;—

E Trom the spirits on earth that adore,
£ from the souls that entreat and implore
In the fervor and passion of prayer;
i From the hearts that are brdken with losses
E And weary with dragging the crosses
£ Too heavy for mortals to bear,

. And le gathers the prayers as he stands,

¢ And they change into flowers in his hands,

b Into garlands of purple and red ;

f And beneath the great arch of the portal,

- Through the streets of the City Immortal,
Is wafted the fragrance they shed.

. 1t is but a legend, T know,—

£ A fable, a phantom, a show,

E  Of the ancient Rabbinical lore;

£ Yot the old mediseval tradition,

E The beautiful, strange superstition,

®  But haunts me and holds me the more.

' When I look from my window at night,
¢ And the welkin above is all white,

All throbbing and panting with stars,
E Among them majestic is standing
' Sandalphon the angel, expanding
. His pinions in nebulous bars.

And the legend, 1 feel, is & part
& Of the hunger and thirst of the heart,
®  The frenzy and fire of the brain,
® That grasps at the fruitage forbidden,
@ 'The golden pomegranates of Iden,
To quiet its fover and pain.
-—Longfellow.

Ll Sornyom,

B I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jegus

Bist, who shall judge the quick and the dead at ms ap-
pting and his kingdow: PREACH THE WORD.”

—2 Tim. 4:1, 2.

THE LOVE OF GOD.*

BY ELD. . D. HOLLENBECK.

I

tji‘xm': “For the love of Christ constraineth us; be
use we thas judge, that if one died for all, then were
@ dead. And that he died for all, that they which
S should not henceforth live unto themselves, but
dito him which died for them, and rose agam.” 2
o, 5114, 15.

4 Tur remarks this morning will be espe-
$iully suggested by the first verse of the
Act: “The love of Christ constraineth ns.”
This is a great subject. We cannot bring
gut as many thoughts on it as we would
Pre to do. We may have occasion tove-
dr you to a few of the prominent points
Made lagt Sabbath; because they cannot
te too deeply fixed in gur minds.

1 we will consider five points: 1. 'What

*A ‘sermon preached at Battle Creek, Michigan,
4bbath, March 30, 1&7¢, and reported for the Revizw.

is the love of God in us? 2. Why did
Christ love us? 3. What need is there
that we should have the love of Christ in
our hearts? 4. What assurance have we
in the Bible that we may have it? 5. On
what conditions may we have this blessing?

I. T need not try to tell you what love
is. It would be in vain, If I were to ask
you what light is, you could not tell me.
Should T ask you what matter is, you could
not tell me. You would say, “ Matter is
the basis of all things” Many people
say that light is some kind of emanation.
Perhaps the best definition is that given in
the Bible,—¢ Whatsoever maketh manifest
is light.” That is all you could tell me,
You could not define light.

It is the same with love. We say it is
the grandest, the noblest, of human attri-
butes; and it is the grandest, the noblest,
of God’s attributes. We know love best
by its manifestations. Then how has
God’s love been manifested? It is known

by its fruits, just as faith is known by-

works, God has manifested his love to us
in giving us his Son. This we learn in 1
John 4:9: “In this was manifested the love
of God toward us, because that God sent his
only begotten Son into the world, that we
might live through him.”

Now there is something very practical
about God’s word,—wonderfully so. God
talks about love, and $eems to take it for
granted that if there is love it will necessa-
rily manifest itself.

Our text says that the love of Christ
constraineth us; and we are going to ex:
amine the love of God, and see if we have
a similar manifestation of it in our minds;
and that will be a good way to find out
whether we have the love of Christ or not,
for we may be mistaken about the matter.
Jesus says that many will say to him in
that day, “ Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in thy name, and in thy name have
cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew you”
There is no reason why we should be dis-
appointed in that day if we rely on God’s
word; but many take feeling, or impres-
sions, or the words of somebody else, and
base their faith on these, and thus they
fail. And we may fail in the same man-
ner.

Then et us look at the word of God and
sec how his love manifests itself, and see if
these elements are found in the heart.
Love is something called forth by the ob-
ject beloved. 'There must be something in
the object capable of calling out this ele-
ment. I do not know as this is orthodox,
but it is scriptural. The qualities that call
it forth must either exist really or in imag-
ination. When they are imaginary, love is
vain, The bee is called forth from the
hive by the coming of spring; but some-
times 1t imagines it to be spring and comes
forth and perishes. Love must be recipro-
cated, or it cannot benefit us. Where love
is not returned, there is a lack of harmony.
We cannot reciprocate God’s love if we
have not his Spivit. This will be more
manifest as we proceed in the discourse.
T make these remarks simply as a basis on
which to build certain conclusions,

How is God’s love made manifest?
“ God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten Son.” The love of God for
this world is the same as that of Christ. I
do not know why I need to say this, unless
it is because some think that the love of
God and the love of Christ are somewhat
antagonistic; that Christ did some things
that God would not have done. But no;
this is not true.  « God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten Son.” Such
was the love of God; and the love of Christ
harmonized with it.

How did Christ manifest his love for us?

1. Christ denied himself. That is a
wonder{nl thought; and we¢ cannot com-
prehend its depth, and length, and breadth.
God’s self-denial was equally as great, If

v

you should send your son where you knew
he would sutfer from cold, and hunger, and
destitution, would it not cost you great
self-denial? Then you have but a faint
idea of God’s self-denial. Christ was will-
ing to forego the joy and glory that he
had with the Father and the angels, and
become poor, and hungry, and tived,—and
for what object? Some people can do all
that with some selfish wim in view; but
with Christ there was no selfishness. It
was all for our sins. My friends, let us
look into our hearts, and see if these char-
acteristics are there. It is not enough for
us to be Seventh-day Adventists in word.
It is not enough for us to believe that the
coming of the Lord is near. How much
of that self-denial is manifested in us?
How many pleasures that we could enjoy
just as well as not are we giving up that
others may come to Christ? I ask myself
these questions; and the thought makes
me ory, “ Wo is me; for I am unclean.”

2. Love prompted Christ 1o become of
no reputation. “Though he was rich, yet
for our sakes he became poor.” Reputa-
tion is a tender point with all of us. We
can endure almost anything else better
than loss of reputation; yet Christ gave all
into his Father’s hands. But, parents, let
me appeal once more to you. If you knew
your son was going out into the world, and
would be considered a vagabond, a thief,
and an impostor, would it not require a
struggle to let him go? You might have
no doubt that he would remain faithful
and true, but would you want his reputa-
tion lowered in the estimation of others?
Then think of the love of God infinitely
nobler, purer, and deeper in its immensity
than ours; and yet he sent his Son, know-
ing that he would be of no reputation in
the world. He did that for you and me,

How is. it with us, brethren and sisters?
Let us look into our hearts. Sometimes
people are so much afraid of their reputa-
tion that they shun speaking to the poor,
and those who are inferior in intellect. I
am afraid that all Seventh-day Adventists
are not exceptions to this rule, and that
there are some who pass persons by be-
cause they are poor, or have poor intel-
lects. My friends, pause, consider. God
has revealed some things to babes that he
has hidden (rom the wise and prudent.
were better for you that a mill-stone were
hanged about your neck, and that you were
cast info the sea, than that you should of-
fend one of these little ones. There is
danger! There is a great temptation, when
we meet persons who we think cannot ap-
preciate our great intellects (and we are
apt to think ourselves greater than we are),
to shun them. We say, “Let them go
with their kind; I cannot afford to stop to
talk with them.” Do you not know that
you might give your poor brother a little
comfort, that you might make him a little
stronger, if you sheuld occasionally give
him a few words of counsel? Weu¢ may
make such persons better by our associa-
tion and sympathy. ‘

I believe Christians sometimes shun those
who they knew have done wrong. They
say, “I had better be careful, I had better
not be in their soclety very much.” But if
you go with the right motive, you will not
be harmed. It mever stained our dear
Lord’s hands when he touched the leper.
It never stained his dear lips when he said
to the sinful woman, « (gro, and sin no
more.” It was no disgrace to him to go to
the poor and lift them up, though they
were sunken in sin.  Dear friends, it is no
disgrace for you to be in the company of
those who are downecast and outcasts, if
you associate with them to teach them of
God, and something of the mind which
was in Christ Jesus.

3. The love of Christ prompted him to
be earnest and active in his Father'’s
work. When you go home, I wish you
would read the whole of the first chapter
of Mark, and see what Jesus did in one

It

day. That is not given because it is an ex-
ception, but to show how much work he
crowded into a day. 'The text says, “The
love of Christ constraineth us.” Do yon
know what that means? Have you seen
the great iron engine, with its massive ma-,
chinery, dragging thousands of tons at the
pace of the winds? What propelled it?
There was something in it that urged it
forward. The stean constrained or pushed
it; and when love is in the heart it pushes
us into the work of God. It constrains; it
impels,

It was an ardent, burning love that con-
strained Christ. And then he knew that
he had only three years and a half in
which to do his work. Well, you say,
why did he not keep perfectly composed
about it, inasmuch as he knew that as soon
as his work was done his disciples would
take his place, and do greater works than
he had done, as he had promised them?
But love 1s not contented with proxy work.
Love says, Z want to work. Christ wanted
to say, with his own lips, to as many as
possible, within three years and a half,
“God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world
through him might be saved.” He wanted
to say, with his own- lips, to as many as
possible, “ Cone unto me, all ye that Jabor
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.” Ie wanted to say to ag many as
possible, “Him that cometh uuto me, I will
in po wise cast out.” That is the reason
he was so earnest.

Brethren and sisters, think a moment.
He knew he would have three years and a
half in which to work; but how much time.
do you know you will have? You are not
sure of onte day. Perhaps to-morrow yon
will have spoken the last word that you
can speak to win souls to Christ and his
truth.  Perhaps before to-night you will
have made the last attempt you can ever
make to win that ¢hild of yours from Satan
to God. :

Constraining love! When my parents
first moved to fowa, there was a great deal
of sickness thore; and I have heard mother
say that often she has been so sick as to
be unable to walk, yet she urged herself
about the house to cook something for the
children to eat. What gave her power to
do this? Oh, she was a mother. She
said, “ T must; these children. must not suf-

fer.” When love says minst, there is won-
> U

dreus meaning in it.  Who but a mother

could have done this?  This thought

makes still more forcible the words of the
Saviour, “I must work while the day lasts.”
He said, “T must;” and he had strength
given by the Spirit of God; and we shall be
thus strengthened, if Christ’s love is in our
hearts.

4. The last thing I wish to netice in the
manifestations of Christ’s love is, that is/

prompted him to tell the whele truth, and

that is not always a pleasant thing to do.
There are many interesting things that he
might have spoken about; but he taught
what was mogt important for the people to
know. For Thstance, he might have told
them whether tlic moon was inhabited or
not, or he could have told them about Sat-
urn’s rings. He could have told them
whether the corpuscunlar or undulatory the-
ory of light ig correet. And then he could
have talked of Heaven, of its flowers and its
wondrous scenery, the many mansions, and
the splendor of the c¢ity flashing in the
light of God. IIe did not say anything of
these things. Ile knew that seientists
would quarrel and quibble over them, He
knew it would be better for them to get
gcientific facts by investigation than for
him to tell them; so he taught them truths
that they could only receive by revelation..

Iie told them many unpleasant thinge,
and love constrained him to o it. Me
talked to a church of backsliders; andl he
knew just what every preacher of the gos-
pel knows, that if there are any ins this
world who are difficult to reach, they e
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those that come into the chureh, and yet
are not eonverted. They say, “I am a
member of the church. 1 believe these
things;” but that is not sufficient. They
say, “1 know it;” but that is as far as they
go. Ttis almost impossible to make them
feel that they need vital godliness. Those
in this state must be talked to plainly. He
said to them, “Except ye repent, ye shall
all likewise perish.,” ¢ What! what! We
are Jews.? ¢ Ye shall all likewise per-
tsh.” “Butweare Abraham’s seed.” “¥Y=n
SHALL ALL LIKEWISE PERISH.,” “We have
the promises of God.” “YE SHALL ALL
LIKEWISE PERISH.” Again and again,
in various forms, he taught these lessons
in ceaseless anxiety, vigilanee, and love.
Thug he did his work; and a few honest
souls saw the truth, and came out and em-
braced it.

Love prompts us to be honest, plain, sin-
cere, and frank; but when we tell the
truth, tell it in a loving spirit. I am
afraid sometimes that our theory gets a
little in advanee of our love; then the ef-
feet is disastrous indeed. Keep love ahead,
brethren and sisters. If your theory is a
little behind your love, it is all the better.
If your heart is full of love, the more
theory youn have the better. You can burn
your way into people’s hearts.

II. The next thing I wish to notice is,
Why did Christ love us? We cannot
fully answer this question. He loved God,
henee was in sympathy with him; there-
fore, he loved us. From this consideration
we can sec why Christ arranged his state-
ments as he did in the suinmary of the com-
mandments: 1, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart; 2. and thy
neighbor as thyself. This is a wise ar
rangement; becanse just as soon as we
love God with all our heart, we love our
neighbor as ourself, And that is why love
constrained Christ to do his work. Thus
you see why his love was manifested o us
in harmony with God’s love. Notiee how
his love to the Father was manifested. 1.
e obeyed him. “I have kept my Fa
ther’s eommandments.” 2, He loved to
commune with him. Remember his hours
of secret prayer,—at midnight, before it
was day.

Let us eontinue to compare these mani-
festations with those of our own lives, that
we may know whether or not our love to
God is genuine. He loved to read God’s
word. How his mind was stored with its
teachings. Ie loved to talk about God.
It is easy, and a pleasure, for us to talk of
those we love. He often sought oecasion
to speak of God. Tor example, when he
met the woman of Samaria at the well, he
skillfully introdeced the subjeet that was
dearest to hig heart,—the sincere worship
of God.

He made God prominent, and kept him-
gelf in the background. This is another
wonderful proof of his love to God. e
said he came not to do his own will, but
the will of his Father. Ie came to glorify
(zod. He said, “I have glorified thee on
the earth.” Again, “The words that I
speak unto you, I speak not of myself; but
the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth
the works.” These are some of the proofs
that he loved God. No wonder that he
toved us so.

III. What need is there that we should
have the love of Christ in our hearts?
We all need it, in order to be sueeessful
Jhrigtians.  'Without it, to use a homely,
but I think a forcible expression, it is “up-
hill business” to perform the ontward du-
ties of a Christian, It is tugging work.
No wonder, my brother,that you quit read-
ing the Bible, if you read it simply for out-
ward show, and from grit. No wonder
that you quit talking about the Bible and
present truth, if you talked of these things
simply beeause you felt it your duty so to
do. There is too much frietian about such
service. Bome people have enough will-
power to perform it; but they accomplish
little in benefiting themselves or others. It
nierely shows ‘how much determination
they have, It might be ealled stamina.
If they were fully eonsecrated to God, this.
disposition would prove a blesging. If tho
love of Christ dwells in the heart, although
it may try the flesh, although we may suf-
fer the loss of all things, and of reputation,
we can glory in the cross of Christ and in
tribulation. ¥t is easy to live out the
trath when love constrains us. We must
have the love of Christ if we are ever
saved. God says we must love him; and
that is the first eommandment; and when
onee we have his love, we can love him
with all our hearts. A mere outward obe-
dience cannet sawe us.

IV. Can we have the love of OChrist?
Christ made the greatest sacrifiee that we
might have this love. In John 17:26,
Jesus says, “And I have deelared unto
them thy name, and will deelare it; that the

love wherewith thou hast loved me may |

be in them.” Oh, wonderful thought!
But Jesus says so, so it must be true.

Paul says in Eph. 3: 17-19, « That Christ
may dwell in your heart by faith, that ye,
being rooted and grounded in love, may be
able to comprehend with all saints what is
the breadth, and length, and depth, and
hight; and to know the love of Christ,
whieh passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Now please notice with me 2 Cor. 5:15:
“ And that he died for all, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto him which died for them,
and rose again” If Christ has paid sueh
a priee that we might have his love, will
he fail to impart it to us if we eomply
with his conditions?

V. Thig brings us to the last point,—on
what conditions may we receive the love of
Christ? This is an important question.
We have seen that we must have the love
of Christ, and what its manifestations
must be. Now I will refer you to Rom.
5:5: “ And hope maketh not ashamed; be-

_cause the love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is

given unto us.” This partially answers
the question. "The Holy Ghost sheds God’s
love abroad in our hearts. If we can
know on what eonditions we may receive
the Iloly Ghost, we shall have the de-
sired answer, It is a valuable seeret, To
know how we can have the love of Christ
in the heart is worth more to us than ten
thousand worlds; more than the universe.
Read Aets 5:32: “And we are his wit

‘nesses of these things; and so is also the

Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to
them that obey him.,” We have it. The
valuable secret is ours, Then if we obey
God he will give us the Holy Ghost; and
if he gives us the Holy Ghost, the love of
God will be shed abroad in our hearts.
Oh, wondrous eham! Obh, wondrous links!
OL, wondrous gems of truth! DMay they
be ours. May we profit by their posses-
sion.

Now one more thought. Love elevates.
Many a poor boy, vieious, dull, and stupid,
bas been raised and strengthened by the
congciousness that some one still loved
him. He has said, “JYs it possible that
mother, who is so noble and pure, loves
me, although I am so sinful and obstinate?”
Then fairly shaking himself, he says, « See
here, I must beeome worthy of her love.
I will be a man.” It has given eourage to
many a poor man who was sinking deeper
and deeper into ruin and debauehery, to
hear some one say, “ My brother, look here;
you ean be a man yet”” Sueh expressious
give him more than Hereulean strength.
He says, “T ean! I will conquer!”

If the conseiousness of a mother’s love
eould awaken a man from torpor and vice,
what ought the eonsciousness of God’s love
to do? My friends, more than a mother
loves you. Godloves you,—QGod, the King
of kings and Lord of lords. Intelligences
greater than yeur mother, grander than any
in this earth, love you. IHe who made all
things by the word of his power loves yow
Sinner, he loves you. Yes, I mean what I
say. You who have never known Ged,
God loves you. Look up! Be strong!
Throw away your sins. He wants you to
be worthy of him. Ie waunts you to walk
with him; and he will fill you with divine
strength, if only you will obey him. Ob,
let this thought give us grander inspira-
tions, and aspirations to that whieh is no-
bler and purer and better, that at lass we
may meet on the sea of glass.
¢ Oh, chorus of fire

That shall turst from God’'s choir,

As the lond hallelajah leaps up from the soul;

Until the flowers on the hills,

And the waves on the rills,

Shall tremble with joy in the music’s deep roll.”’
And through eternity, you and I will
never sing a sweeter song than, ¢ To Him
who hath loved us, and washed us from
our sins in his own blood, and made us
kings and priests unto God, to Him be
honor and dominion forever., Amen,”

“Mapxs in the likeness of men,” (Phil. 2:
7.) Christ’s incarnation is Israc’s consola-
tion; for all sound eomfort stands in happi-
ness, all happiness in fellowship with God,
and all fellowship with God is through
Christ; who, for this cause, became man,
that he might reeoncile God to man and

Love must be the ! man to God; he became little that we

basis of all our obedience, and then it is|might be great; the Son of man that we

acceptable to God,
\\

might be the sons of God.

General Axticles,
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HISTORY AND TRINE IMMERSION. -

BY ELD, J. H, WAGGONER.

( Continued.)
BAPTISM IN THE FIRST CENTURIES.

Ir the example of the church in the first
eenturies is of any weight or importance as
indicating our duty in regard to baptism, it
can only be beeause they preserved it in
purity. For if they did not preserve it
pure—if they perverted and corrupted it—-
then their example should be avoided, and
not followed. We shall now give abun-
dant reasons for not only distrnsting the
acknowledged teachers and leaders of the
early centuries, but turning away from
therm with feelings of pity for their blind-
ness and folly, if, indeed, we are not led to
indulge stronger feelings than those of
pity.

Bingham gives the various titles which
were given to baptism, going back as early
ags Tertullian, It was ealled “absolution,”
for an evident reason; “regeneration of the
soul;” “illumination,” becauss it was sup-
posed to impart a kunowledge of divine
things to the understanding; “salvation,”
because it was supposed to be neeessary to
salvation and to insure it; “the sign of
God,” “character Dominieus,” beeause the
charaeter of the Lord was supposed to be
imparted to the subjeet! “It was a saying
that baptism washes away all sins.” It
was for this reason that Coustantine for
thirteen years afier he professed Christian-
ity refused to be baptized, only requesting
it on his death-bed, thus to make sure that
his sins might all go together, as il to
“eompound his felonies” with Heaven!
It was considered useful for physical as
well as spiritual disorders; as a eure for
diseases. Bingham relates that those who
had no interest in Christianity themselves
used to carry their infants to the bishops
for baptism, in order to preserve them from
diseases. It is sald of Novatus, “ Fron: a
hope of reeovering his health he professed
Christianity.” “He was baptized in his
bed when apparentiy about to die.”” Sueh
were the views of baptism in the seeond,
third, and fourth eenturies.

Conneeted with it, and as necessary to
the full performanee of baptism as “trine
immersion,” was “the renuneiation.,” And
Bingham says, “The antiquity of this re-
puneiation i8 evideneed from all the writ-
ers that have said anything of baptism.”
If antiquity gives authority or makes it
apostolical, then this ceremony must be
aceepted! Bingham gives Dionysius as
his authority, thus:—

“JIn another plaee he thus deseribes the
whole eeremony: The priest makes the per-
son to be baptized to stand with his hands
stretched out toward the west, and striking
them together (the original denotes collis-
ion, or striking them together by way of
abhorrenee); then he bids him thrice ex-
sufflate, or spit, in defiance of Satan; after-
wards, thriee repeating the solemn words
of renuneiation, he bids him thriee re-
nounce him in that form; then he turns
him about toward the east, and with his
hands and eyes 1ift up to Heaven, bids him
enter into eovenant with Christ. Viee-
eomes thinks this triple renunciation was
made, either because there were three
things whieh men renouneed in their bap-
tism, the devil, his pomps, and the world;
or to signify the three persons of the Trin-
ity, by whom they were adopted as sons
upon their renouneing Satan,” b. 11, chap.
7, § 8 and 5; § 4 says “it was aeceompanied
with some other ceremonies.”

Then there were the unetion, signing
with the eross, and the eonsecration of the
water.

“The bishop begins the unetion by thriee
signing him with the sign of the eross, and
then eommits him to the priests to be
anointed all over the body, whilst he goes
and eonseerates the water in the font.”—Id.

“__The unction of confirmation, which
was then usually the eonelusion of baptism,
both in adult persons and infants; and
many of the passages which speak of the
sign of the eross in baptism, do plainly re-
late to this, as an appendage of baptism,
and closely joined to it, as the last cere-
mony and eonsumemation of it —2B, 11,
chap 7, § 4. A

And § 3 says, “The water of baptism
was signed with the sign of the cross.”

There is no doubt that the eeremony of
eonsecrating and crossing the water had
| much to do in building up the idea of the

wondrous effeets of the water of baptisy]
both physically and spiritnally, T
Chrysostom said:—

“They who approach the baptismal
are not only made clean from all wic
ness, but holy also and just. Althoug
man should be foul with every human v
the blackest that can be named, vet shou§
he fall into the baptismal pool, he ascenf
from the baptlismal waters purer than i
beams of noon.” See Coleman, Ancie
Chris. Freemplified, pp. 368-9. ;

There was a regenerating and saviff
power ascribed to the consecrated watey
Neander says:— A

“ Chrysostom specifies ten different df
feets of grace wrought in baptism; apf
then he complains of those who make i
grace of baptism. consist simply in the i}
giveness of sin.”— Vol. 2, p. 665.

This superstition of consecrating il
ercssing the water dates as early as the
of Tertullian. Of its eflicacy he th{
speaks:—

“ All waters, thercfore, in virtue of
pristine privilege of their origin, do, aff
invocation of God, attain the sacramenig
power of sanctification; for the Spiris i
mediately supervencs from the heavay
and rests over the waters, sanetifying theg
from himself, and being thus sanctifig
they imbibe at the same time the power(
sanetifying.”—Zertullian on Daptigy
chap. 6.

This mass of nonsensical mockery §
traced to the second century, almost to {if
very time of the apostles!. E

Tertullian also mentions sponsors in b
tism and penance for sins after Lapti
He is the first writer who mentions th
and also some other errors; but his m
tion proves that such cusioms existed
Afriea in his day.

We have said that Tertullian first m
tions sprinkling for baptism, and quo
from him wherein he relates that the
didate was doth immersed and sprink

There seems to be no doubt that spr
ling was first introduced, with many o
things herein related, as an addition
baptism, and not altogether as ¢ substis
for it. But such additions or appendag
soon supplant the original, as man, in i)}
pride of his heart, ever tries to introduf
his own institutions as an improvement
the Lords plan. The following words
Tertullian do clearly show that, in his
sprinkling wag considered suflicient to
fill the act of baptism. They are eoncerfgs
ing a controversy as to whether the apg
tles were baptized by other than Johuy
baptism. He says:— 1

“Others make the suggestion—fore
enough, clearly—*that the apostles thg
served the turn of baptism when, in thy
little ship, they were sprinkled and cofl
ered with the waves; that Peter himg)
also was immersed enough when he walky
on the sea. It is, however, as I think, o
thing to be sprinkled or intereepted by i
violenee of the sea; another thing fo
baptized in obedienee to the diseipline
religion. Now whether they weg
baptized in any moenner whatever, i
whether they eontinued unbathed to i
end,” &c.— Tertullian  on  DBaptis
chap. 2. ]

Reading these remarks, we must bearij
mind that Tertullian does not speak againg
sprinkling itself, but against the oeeasigg
referred to, as not being in “ the diseipliy
of religion.” For he clsewhere shows th
sprinkling was then praeticed in baptisy
and his words, “baptized in any manngg
whatever,” show that one partieular maj
ner was not then deemed essential,

Also in his book on Repentance, chap.
urging a genuine repentance, he saysi—

“For who will grant to you, a man of s
faithless repentance, one single sprinkling
of any water whatever?”

The prevalenee of infant baptism 4
this early day eannot be fairly questionelf
The historieal evidence on this point is ver
full and explieit. Tertullian himself dif
not favor the baptism of infants, not b
cause he did not regard the ordinance if
the same light in which it was regarded by
others, but he held the same view whidf
afterward influenced Constantine. How
ever, whore death was to be apprehendalf
he thought they ought to be baptizd
Bingham draws a just conclusion fronf
Tertullian’s opposition to it, thus:— ]

«Of his own private opinion he was fof
deferring the baptism of infants, especially
where there was no danger of death, til
they came to years of diseretion; but he )
argued for this, as to show us that the prag
tice of the church was otherwise.”—05. 1],
chap. 4, § 10.
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- We should not overlock this important
fict, right here, that, though the words of
{lertullian prove the practice of infant
Ehaptism, they equally prove that he did not
cconsider 1t of authority higher than tradi-
Hlion, Had he believed that it was in ac-
feordance with a Scripture eommandment,
o certainly would not have argued against
bit,

L We think there is no room to doubt that
Fithe practice of the church” in the second
Lontary, especially in Africa, the home of
HTertullian, was to baptize infants.

¢ Cyprian argues in its behalf thus, in his
Eletter to Titus:—

I “Who comes for that reason more ea-
Lilly to receive forgiveness of sins, beeause
ihey are not his own but other men’s sins,
ihat are forgiven him.,”—1Id., § 12.

E- This unscriptural idea, well worthy of
the darkness and superstition of the age in
bphich it originated, is heid to this very day
L)y Protestant churches which practice in-
 fant baptism.,

i Origen also uses this custom as an argu-
Enent for the sinfulness of infants! A
fsonger evidence that the custom prevailed
bould not be required. Bingham quotes
 Origen’s views on this point and remarks
s follows:—

b «It may be inquired, What is the rea-
son why the baptism of the church, which
is given for the remission of sins, is, by the
austom of the church, given to infants also?
hereas if there were nothing in infants
fihat wanted remission and indulgence, the
2ce of baptism might seem needless to
em. Infants are baptized for the
igiveness of sins.’ He affirms,
at the church received the order of bap-
 (ving infants from the apostles.”—0B. 11,
 chap, 4, § 11,

. Cyprian and his colleagues in council de-
E cided that infants might be baptized as soon
s born, lest they should die without bap-
tism.  Cyprian’s own words in defense of
 this are these:—

“As far as we ean, we must strive that,
Hif possible, no soul be lost.”—Cyprian,
vol. 1, p. 198.

This shows that it was the belief in that
"early age that unbaptized infants were lost.
- And all this they professed to derive from
 the teachings of Christ and his apostles!

- With infant baptism came infans com-
munion. The Greek Church, that pattern
of Christian faith and praetiee in the eyes
of trine immersionists, yet retains both
these rites handed down from . the early
fathers, St Augustine, and others whose
‘evidence is relied upon to prove the valid-
ity of three immersions, advocated infant
| communion. Dr. Schaft calls it “the in-
_conigruous system of infant commmunion,
- which secrned to follow from infant bap-
Ctism,” It naturally followed infant bap-
- tism, and accompanied it in the practice of
- the whole church for about six hundred
- or seven hundred years. By the whole
church, we mean all embraced in the com-
- munion of Rome. Bat it is no more incon-
gruous, no more unscriptural, than infant

Cbaptism.  And this was ancient as well as
general, Quoting from Cyprian, Bing-
ham says:—

“Iere we may observe that children were
made partakers of the eucharist (svhich Cyp-
rian calls the meat and drink of the Lord);
and this is evident from other passages of
the same author; which is a further evi-
dence for the practice of infant baptism;

for it is certain that none but baptized per-

sons were allowed to partake of the eucha-
| rist at the Lord’s table.”—Antiquities, b,
I 11, ehap. 4, § 12.

Dr. Schaff seems to think it had the
strongest hold among the Northh African
churches, It is highly probable that it
took its earliest hold there; but the evi-
dence clearly shows that it beeame as gen-
cral as infant baptism or threc immersions,
or three aspersions, for it is true that
three sprinklings or three pourings were
admitted, as well as three immersions,

The reader will readily agree with us
that this is enough on this subject. The
carly chureh, even in the second century,
did not retain baptism in the purity of the
gospel. They with it connected an almost
inconceivable number of rites, some of
them of the most ridiculous form and na-
ture. Therefore it is beyond all question
true that we do not safely appeal to them
for the true practice—the gospel form, and
apostolie practice—of baptism.

(Concluded next week,)

=
Tux chief properties of wisdom are to
be mindful of things past, careful of things
present, and provident of things to come.

A HYMN,

T caxxor think but God must know
About the thing I long for so

I know he is so good, so kind,

T cannot think but he will find

Some way to help, some way to show
Me to the thing I long for so.

I stretch my hand—it lies so near:

1t looks so0 sweet, it looks so dear.

“ Dear Lord,” I pray, ¢ oh. let me know
If it is wrong to wantitso?”’

He anly smileg, he does not speak :

My heart grows weaker and more weak,
With looking at the thing so dear,
Which lies so far, and yct so near.

Now, Lord, T leave at thy loved fect

This thing which looks so near, so sweet;

1 will not seek, 1 will not long—

I almost fear I Lhave been wrong.

T'11 go and work the harder, Lord.

And wait till by some loud, clear word

Thou callest me to thy loved feet

To take this thing so dear, so sweet
—Selecled.

A STRAW,

Taxr following eommunieation has been
handed us signed by one of the M. E.
preachers in attendance at the Conference
nmentioned. It shows that the discussion
held at Rome, N. Y., between Bro. Can-
right and Rev. Fred Widmer, left some im-
pressions on the mind of the latter which
he has not yet forgotten; and it also shows
that the so-called Sabbath-reform has just
the opposition that is necessary to give it a
healthy growth. The name of the preacher
ean be given, if necessary. Here is the
doeument:—

“(QQuite a sensation was caused on the
floor of the Northern New York M. E.
Conference, at Rome, N. Y., Apr. 13, when
the committee on Sabbath observance
brought in their report. A resolution to
condemn the practice of cheese-making and
butter-making on the first day of the week
caused some diseussion. An amendment
was then proposed, adding sugar-making
to the resolution, which was seconded.
The Rev. Fred Widmer, one of the niem-
bers of the Conference, then arose, and
stated, substantially, that inasmuch as no
particular day was rigidly adhered to by
the Christian Church during the first three
hundred years {rom the apostles’ tinies,
and the observance of no day was rigidly
enjoined to be kept until Constantine’s
reign, he thought it was a subject to be in-
vestigated; that we might determine, first,
whether we ought not to keep the seventh
day in place of the first, and as there was
no evidence in the Seriptures or history
that the first day was the day observed, it
would be extreme to pass such a resolution,
His remarks were responded to very ar-
dently by Revs. E. W. Jones, S. Call, and
A. J. Cowles, regretting the introduction
of such sentiments, and protesting against
the views advaneed by Bro. Widmer.,

“The resolution, with the amendment,
was passed, and the report adopted.”

M. H. Browx.

A WONDERFUL BOOK.

“ ALy Seripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doetrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruetion in
righteousness.,” 2 Tim. 3: 16.

There is not, nor ever has been in the
world, any other book that could pass
through the various ordeals through which
the Bible has passed and come out untar
nished. The Infidel has endeavored to over-
throw it. The Universalist has tried to
econdemn it. The Roman Catholics have
repeatedly united their efforts and tried to
commit every volume to the flames. The
Atheist, Deist, Pagan, and a host of others,
have brought their united forces to bear
against the teachings of this sacred volume,
But yet it has trinmphed over all, and come
out as gold from the furnace, which proves
its divine origin. ‘

Other books may grow old and fail to
be any longer attractive., But not so with
the Bible; the more we read it aud medi-
tate upon its truths, the more attractive it
becomes. It is indeed “the Book of
books,” the best book. Other books are
not worthy to be compared with it. They
are human composition; this is divine com-
position. They are man’s writings; this is
God’s word. Moreover, it is suited to the
capacities of all, whether learned or un-
learned. 1t is simple, yet profound. It is
also suited to the various tastes of all,
whether there be a desive for history, bi-
ography, great ovents, wonderful escapes
and deliverances, or profound and logical
reasoning.

Here we have the foundation of all true

" history. Although we have many excel

lent histories, yet we have no aecount of
the early history of the world, and of the
primitive condition of our race except what
has been received {rom this volume. Where
is there a history giving a true aecount of
the creation that nas been written independ-
ent of the Bible? There is none. But
when we open this wonderful book we find,
even in the very first verse, unfathomable
historical truths. The mind is almost in-
stantly led out to consider eternity. We
read that “in the beginning God created
[that is, made from nothing] the heaven
and the earth.,” The beginning of what?
‘We think, of measured time. Then previ-
ous to “the beginning” spoken of this
heaven and earth eould not have been; for
God created them. DBut ail this space
which is now oceupied by our solar system
must have been one vast vacnum. Won-
derful book! making such wonderful revela-
tions!

It is to this book we are also indebted for
the early history of mankind, Here we
learn of man’s primitive purity and of the
entrance of sin into the world. Do we
wish to read biography? What can be
more interesting than the lives of Joseph,
Moses, Samuel, the prophets, and of Christ
himself?

Are there those who wish to read of
great events in history? Let them turn to
the account of the ereation, the flood, the
building of the tower of Babel, of Solo-
mon’s temple, or to the crucifixion. Are
there those who wish to read of wonderful
escapes and providential deliverances? Let
them go with the children of Israel to the
Red BSea, with the three Hebrews to the
fiery {urnaee, or with Daniel to the lions’
den. Or do we wish deep reasoning and
profound theology? TLet us turn to the
arguments of Taul. Do we desire to
know our duty both to God and our fel-
low-man? Let us go to the Bible, and
“gearch the Seriptures” for it. Thus we
find in the Seriptures muech suited to the
capacities and desires of all- who wish to
read; and it is given by inspiration of God.
This book is of God, and ecannot be
the work of man. It teaches us how to be
happy, and to make others happy, It
teaches us that we are strangers and pil-
grims here; therefore we should not set
our affections on things below. It teaches
us that we must soon pass from time to
eternity; therefore we should always keep
our latter end in view. It teaches us that
we must give an aecount of our steward-
ship; therefore we should improve every
talent committed to our care. It tells us
of the agonies of our Saviour, how he suf-
fered and died that we might be redeemed
from the curse of the law; therefore our
hearts should overflow with love to Him

.who has done so much for us.

‘Wonderful book! Preeious volume! Tru-
ly it is given by inspiration of God, and is
i)roﬁt;able. It is as a letter from a dear
"riend, who has gone to a beautiful and
delightsome land to preparc a place for
lLis people. Ierc he informs us that love
must be the ruling prineiple of all who
would enter that land; that we should love
the Lord with all our heart, soul, strength,
and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves.

He told his people before he left that he
would return f](on' them; and informed them
that when the time drew near they would
see his grand signals in the heavens.
“The sun shall be darkened, and the moon
shall not give her light” Matt. 24:29.
This, the first of the grand signals, wasg
literally given in the month of May, 1780.
It was to be followed by another: “ And
the stars shall fall from heaven.” This
also was givenin 1833. How, then, should
we answer these grand signals? Our Sav-
iour says, “ And when these things begin to
come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.”
Luke 21:28. And lest his people should
still doubt he adds, “ When ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” Verse
81. No guess-work here. The grand sig-
nals have been given, 'The placein those
“mansions” (John 14:2) is almost ready.
The great and glorious day “is nigh, even
at the doors.” Mark 13:29. And we may,
as Christ has said, £now it. Then let us
be ready, having our lamps trimmed, and
our lights burning. Yes, our Lord will
soon be here. Ile has not given these sig-
nals in vain, nor for naught. “He is faith-
ful who hag promised.”

Our Lord is ever kind and gracious; and
in order that his people may be fully pre-
pared for what is before them, he has in
this saered volume given us, not only an
account of the nations, but also a de-
seription of the character of the popular

chorches of the last days. Read 2 Tim.
8:1-5. Iere we have a list of sins of
churech members; for they “have a form
of godliness,” but deny the “power there-
of.” This is a true description of many in
our day. So the Bible gives us signs which
cannot be mistaken, and which point to
our generation as that which shall behold
the “TLord himself descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voiece of the arch-
angel, and with the trump of Godj” for
Christ says, when mentioning these signs,
“This generation shall not pass till all
these things be fulfilled.” Matt. 24: 34.

Some will say that we cau know nothing
about the time; for “that day and honr
knoweth no man,” ete. We are not now
speaking about either the day or hour in
particular, nor even week or month., But
what did Christ mean by “ this generation,”
if not the generation that should behold
the last grand signal? Again, as if to si-
lence all objections, he confirms it with
“Heaven and carth shall pass away, but
my words shall not pass away.” Verse
35. Let us not be faithless, but believing.
How, then, can any who love the Lord and
his “glorious” appearing permit a single
day to pass without drawing spiritual nowr-
ishment from this precious volume, the
Bible, “which is able to make us wise unto
salvation,” and which reveals sueh precious
truths?

How strange, how amazing it is, that,
notwithstanding its intrinsic value and di-
vine origin, the Bible is so little studied!
Should we not consider it a great honor
conferred upon us, and a great blessing to
us, that the Supreme Ruler of all should
condescend to hand down to us such a
wonderful book? And are we not guilty
in the sight of God if we let our Bible lie
on the shelf until it is covered with dust,
and thus neglect daily to study its sacred
pages? Yes, verily. Andas God has here,
through holy men of old who spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost, made
known to us the only plan of salvation,
“how canr we escape if we neglect so great
salvation?”

The day of the Lord is near, even at the
doors; the doors of heaven will soon be
opened, and the “Lord himseclf shall de-
gcend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump
of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise
first.” 1 Thess. 4:16. Then we, in com-
pany with our dear ones who have fallen
asleep in Jesus, shall be caught up to meet
the Lord in the air. Then there will be no
more parting; for “so shall we ever be
with the Lord.”

May the Lord help us to be ready, and
watehing. J. T. CrockETT.

Lincoln Co., Ky.

THE POWER OF A ‘“NO.”

Tru most tremendous word in the Eng-
lish language is the short, yet mighty word
NO. It has been the pivot on whieh in-
numerable destinies have turned, for this
world and the next. Spoken at the right
monient, it has saved multitudes from dis-
grace, from ruin. The splendid career of
Joseph turned on the prompt “no” spoken
at the very nick of time. Flad he stopped
to parley with that wanton woman (as too
many young men stop to talk with a bright-
eyed temptress in the street), he would have
been lost,  “Xow can I do this great wick-
edness, and sin against God?” saved him
from the dizzy edge of the precipice. Dan-
iel might easily have said to himself, ¢ Oh,
everybody about the court here drinks wine,
and lives high on the king’s meat. I do
not want to be thought queer or Puritan-
ical.” Ile daredto besingular. Attheend
of two woeeks he had a clearer countenance
and a sweeter breath than any of the fast-
livers in the palace. “So did not I, was
the motto of this sturdy young teetotaler.
If he had yielded to the current of tempta-
tion, and drifted with it, we never should
have heard of such a man as Daniel.

All the people who make a marked suc-
cess in life, and who achieve any good
work for God, are the people who are not
ashamed to be thought singular. The man
who runs with the crowd eounts for noth-
ing. It is when he turns about and faces
the multitude who are rushing on to do
evil that he commands every cye. Then
by a bold protest he may “put a thousand
to flight” So the young monk Luther
turned about and faced the hosts of the pa-
pacy. His heroic “No,” nailed up on the
church door of Wittenberg, aroused Europe
from its delusive and deadly dreams.
Standing alone, he was re-enforced by
the Almighty.—Rev. T\ L. Cuyler.
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“Banct’y them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth.”
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TO THE DESPONDING. |:

Wg are aware that there are those who have
long been Seventh-day Adventists that are now
in a desponding state of mind. This despond-
ency arises in most cases from serious mistakes
in the past, with some we may say sinsg, and
with a few, actnal crime.

Now we would not plead the mercy of the
Lord to that degree as to give the impression
that he is not a God of strict justice ; but we
would extol his mercy through Jesus Christ
our Lord. All manner of sinsg find forgiveness
with God excepting the sin against the Holy
Ghost. In the days of the Saviour that gin was
attributing the power of Christ in working mir-
acles to Satan. These very trembling souls
may have committed great sins, but not the sin;
then there is pardon and sweet mercy in reserve
for them. We exhort these to thoroughly re-
pent before God, then cast themselves upon Je-
sus, who is all-powerful to save. Some of these
were among the earliest to espouse the faith,
and the most willing to sacrifice and work for
the advancement of the cause. From some of
these we have received means to spend in the
cause. We have sat at their tables, have joined
in their worship, and have seen many tokens of
their sincerity. We expect yet to see them sit-
ting at the foet of the dear Saviour, cherigh-
ing the happy, holy faith and hope of the gos-
pel. Let these make one desperate effort to
break away from Satan, and emerge into light,

. The blood of Christ is all-powerful to cleanse
sins for which there is godly sorrow and forsak-
ing. This is true repentance. Mercy, sweet
maerey, isin store for such, God pity, bless, and
and save the desponding. James WHITE.

£3

THE SCANDINAVIANE.

Ixw Denmark, Norway, and Sweden there is a
large population of Scandinavians, and up to
this time we have only Eld. Matteson laboring
in Denmark. There is probably not more than
one per cent of the Scandinavians in America.
In looking over the field in Europe and Amer-
ica, we come to the following conclusions:—

1. Ouar Scandinavian preachers should devote
their labors to their people. The Lord is rais-
ing up a host that speak the English language,
and it secms to us that it is a wrong to call
these Scandinavian preachers from their own
nationalities to labor among the American peo-
ple.

2. As ninety-nino one-hundredths are in Eu-
rope, the force there should be comparatively
strong.

3. Then we recommend that Brn. Andrew
and Knud Brorsen join Eld. Matteson in his la-
bors in Europe as soon as practlcable Eld.
Matteson should start a periodical, and com-
mence the work of preaching to the ten thou-
sands of Scandinavians through the press.

These three men will constitute an able force,
and it is expected that others will be raised up
to enter that field with them. Tents and pub-
lications are much cheaper there than here, and
judging from the past, our missionary treasucy
WI],]. be supplled to meet the expense of this im-

ozt mission, .
James Warre, Pres. Gen. Conference.

‘THE DAY LINE,

A CORRESPORDENT asks, ““Suppose I should
go'from California to China, arriving at China
at six o’cloek Friday night, all ready to begin
keeping the Sabbath ; but behold by their reck-
wning it is Saturday night. Shall I be excused
#from keeping the Sabbath until it comes next
Friday night 7 Again, on my return, I land at
Sam Francisco Saturday night at sunset, having
just &kept the Sabbath, but behold it is, by their
time, only Friday night. Shall I keep another
Rabbath ¢ In short, Is it possible for two Sab-
baths 56 come together, or, rather, follow each
other? And is it pdssible for man to travel on
the eartk so as to have no Sabbath for two
weeks 17

The solution of this difficulty lies in the ques-
tion of the day line, Our correspondent should
have changed the reckoning before reaching
©Ching in the one case and California in the
other. Navigators add or drop their day when
crossing the day line. This, for convenience of

reckoning, has been fixed at the 180th meridian
from Greenwich, but absolutely the lind runs
through Behring’s strait, for it is a line that
divides the continents.

Some have supposed that the difficulty might
arise in crossing this line. Thus a person, go-
ing westward, comes up to this line Friday
night. He adds his day, and it immediately be-
comes Saturday night. On the other hand, go-
ing east, he reaches the day line at the close of
the Sabbath, and dropping a day begins the
Sabbath again, Thiy difficulty can be easily
avoided from the fact that a person is not
obliged to change his day immediately on cross-
ing the line. It will be sufficient for all practi-
cal purposes if he makes the change somewhere
before reaching land, or before meeting a pass-
ing ship.

While some definite line must be fixed so
that permanent locations on either side of the
line may have a uniform reckoning, a person on
the water need not be governed absolutely by
this, if it is going to make confusion in hig ob-
servance of the Sabbath. He can delay the
change, on the one hand, until after he has ok-
served the Sabbath, and on the other, until the
day that he should drop would not be the Sab-
bath, but some other day of the week. Thus
no man in traveling is under the necessity of
either keeping two Sabbaths together, or of go-
ing two weeks without any.

In the islands of the Pacific, where permanent
settlements are formed, their reckoning should
be determined according to their position in
reference to the day line. If they are east of
that line, they should take their time from
America ; if they are west of it, they should
make their reckoning correspond to that of
China.

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 4

.

1. Is it competent for a local elder of a church to
baptize members of a church over which’ he is not
elder? 2. Does the fact that an individual has been a
regularly-ordained minister in some other denomina-
tion give him the right to organize churches and bap-
tize among 8. D. Adventists, without first having re-
ceived credentials from the State Conference ?

QUERIST.

Axs. Our answer to both these questions
would be the same, and a very brief one too,
consisting only of the little word, No.

S. T. GavpemarDp: For an exposition of 1
Pet. 8:19, and all other texts touching the life
and death question, see the work, Man’s Na-
ture and Destiny, published at this Office.

D. A, WerLman: Bro. Waggoner’s articles
on Baptism will doubtless be issued in pamphlet
form if there is sufficient call for them. A work
on that subject is greatly needed, and we know
not how anything in g0 small a compass could
be better. We would be glad to know the
wishes of the brethren generally, in regard to
having them in pamphlet form.

When individuals are taken into the church on con-
dition that they will lay aside tobacco, and afterward

refuse to do it, what coarse should be pursued9
C. M. P.

Ans. By refusing to comply with the condi-
tion upon which they were taken into the
church, they virtunally nullify that action and
take themselves out. A conditional action is
not fully completed until the conditions are ful-
filled. But to save all misunderstanding, it
would be well for the church, after becoming
gatisfied with the trial of the individual, to de-
clare by formal action the conditions not com-
plied with, and the individual not a member.

Please explain 1 Cor. 15:50: “‘ Flesh and blood can-
not inherit the kingdom of God.” Also Matt. 16:19:

“T will nge unto thec the keys of the kingdom of
Heaven,’

Axns. We understand the expression, ‘¢ flesh
and blood,” to denote our present physical con-
dition, in which we are mortal and corruptible.
In this condition we cannot inherif, possess, or
enter into, the kingdom of God. To dothat we
must become physically changed, our ¢ vile bod-
ies” becoming like ‘‘his [Christ’s] glorious
body,” immortal and incorruptible.

In regard to ‘“the keys,”’” two views are pre-
gented, besides that taken by the Catholic
Church, which latter has contributed largely to-
ward making that church the apostate pecsecut-
ing power that it has been. The two views re-
ferred to are (1.), that Peter is addressed as a
representative of the church, in which case this
text becomes parallel with Matt., 18:18 and
John 20 ; 23, setting forth how the action of the
church, when standing in the light and moving
in the counsel of the Lord, is regarded in
Hegven. (2.) The other view is that Peter is

‘addressed as an individual, and the keys denote

the power or the privilege of first imparting a
knowledge of the truths of the gospel, thus ad-

mitting persons into the privileges, blessings, |

and mysteries of the Christian Church. This

view is advocated by Dr. Clarke and Bishop
Horsley. They claim that this promise to Peter
wag fulfilled when he was made the first instru-
ment in the proclamation of the gospel to the
Jews on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:14, and
to the Gentiles, Acts 10 :44-48. But which-
ever view we may take of it, the Roman Catho-
lic doctrine is a hideous perversion ; for Christ
gave Poter no authority over his fellow apos-
tles, and he made no provision for the trans-
mission of the keys to a line of imaginary sue-
cessors,

How can it be shown that we are under obligation to
keep the seventh dav, when it cannot be prov ed that
Christ kept it after his resurrection ?

Ans. How are we under obligation to refra,ln
from stealing, since it cannot be proved that
Christ did not steal after his resurrection?
Such a question as this we trust is sufficient to
show the fallacy which lies at the foundation of
the first. The code of moral duties was com-
pleted before Christ’s death; and we are not
dependent upon what he did after his resurrec-
tion for our knowledge of it. As Christ was
without sin, keeping the law in all its precepts
before his crucifixion, we are mot to suppose
that he set the example of sin afterward by dis-
regarding the principles of the fourth precept,
the eighth, or any other.

Who is meant by ‘“‘thy fellows” in Heb. 1:9:
‘“‘Therefore God, even thy God, hath ancinted thee
with ¢he oil of gladness above thy fellows”” ?  Also
when wilt his enemies become his footstool? Verse18.

Axs, We think tlie apostle is here showing
the exaltation of Christ above the angelic host.
He ‘“ maketh his angels spirits;” verse 7; but
to the Son he saith, ‘Thy throne, O God, is
forever.” He is anocinted above his fellows; for
to them Giod has not said, as he has to the Son,
“8it on my right hand, until T make thine
enemies thy footstool.” Verse 13. His ene-
mies are thoge who oppose, or stand in the way
of, his redeeming work ; and they are made his
footstool when the last one that stands in the
way of the redemption of God’s psople is de-
stroyed. That last enemy is death. 1 Cor. 15:
26. And this enemy is destroyed when the
““end " of this dispensation comes ; when Christ
finishes his work as priest, gives up the king-
dom he now holds with the Father, Rev. 3: 21,
and takes his own throne, and the righteous
dead are raised to be no more under the domin-
ion of death. Compare Ps. 110:1, with 1 Cor.

15 : 24-28.
D. P. C. and G. M. D.: We understand that

there are two lakes of fire, one at the beginning
and the other at the end of the one thousand
years of Rev. 20. This view seemws to be neces-
gary to an understandins of Rev. 19:20, 21,
and Rev. 20:10. For Rev. 19:20, 21, must
certainly have its application at the second ad-
vent; and in Rev 20:10, we read that the
devil is ‘‘cast into the lake of fire where the
beast and false prophet ” (are, says our version,
supplying the word ; but the construction de-
mands that we read it) were cast. They were
cast there at the beginning of the thousand
years, according to Rev. 19:20, 21.

Where is the evidence to be found thal the comma
has not been in use 2 hundred years? There is a gen-
tleman in Onarga, Ill., who says he owus a book
printed in London Eng., in 1634, which hag the
comma. R, ¥, A

Ans. Quackenbos’ Rhetoric, p. 81, says:
“The modern system of punctuation was in-
vented by Manutins, a learned printer who
flourished in Venice at the commencement of
the 16th century. To him we are indebted for
developing the leading principles of the arb,
though in some of their details they have since
that time undergone considerable modification.”

Hayden’s Dictionary of Dates says: ‘‘The
ancients do not appear to have had any system,
and doubtless employed arbitrary signs to dis-
tinguish the parts of a discourse. Of our points
the period (.) is the most ancient. The colon
(:) was introduced about 1485 ; the comma (,)
was first seen about 1521, and the semicolon (3)
about 1570. In Sir Philip Sidney’s ¢ Arcadia’
(1587) they all appear, as well as the note of in-
terrogation (?), asterisk (¥), and parentheses ( ).’

A newspaper paragraph which we met with
gsome time since, ascribes the invention of the
comma n its present form to Aldus Manutius,
an eminent printer, in 1790, the introduction of
the note of interrogation and exclamation to a
period some years later, and the use of inverted
commas () to distinguish quoted matter, to M.
Gillepont, a French printer, somewhat later still,
This was our authority for the statement made
in Man’s Nature and Destiny, p. 179. The point
made on the punctuation of Luke 23 : 43, is not
in anywise affected by this variation of dates;
for, according to all the evidence, over fourteen
hundred years elapsed from the time when Luke’s
gospel was written, A. D. 64, to the time when
the modern system of punctuation was intro-

duced.

TO THE FRIENDS OF THE CAU
From a letter received from Bro. Wh
dated Healdsburg, Cal, April 30, we pres
the following extract relating to his healg
knowing that it will be of jintevest to all '
friends of the cause.
“In many respects I am better. 1. 1 sl
as well as ever I did. 2. My stomach
bowels appear to be well, so that I eat heal'
and my food seems to do me good. 3. Ii”
eighteen pounds heavier than when I left By
Creek. When I have gained seven pouid
more I shall weigh one hundred and eightyi
pounds, which is my usval weight in best s{}
of health, 1
That which gave Willie the idea that Iy i
much worge is my inability to be active ony
count of an unnatural heat in my hands i
feet. This has increased as the weather‘
grown warmer. We are now writing, sittin
our carriage beneath a California oak, at i
coolest and most windy point in this locali
and the mercury stands ai 80°. 3
I am now receiving treatment at the haj
of Andrew Brorsen, which has the effecb to
duce sweating. When this shall be {ull
tablished, I expect to find still greater relj
I hope to spend the hotter months in cool r_f
orado and to attend the General Conferenci]
Michigan, and see my old fellow-laborers oy
more. Thank God that you, and a thousi
others, are praying for me. The brethren
and at Battle Creek unite in special seago i
prayer for me at the going down of the sur
the commencement of the Sabbath, at thlsl
tude. Will you and others join us in petm
for perfect restoration? I long to be in i}
field again. I would be glad to attend all
camp-meetings.” |
Nothing is more fitting than for the churchy
God to unite in prayer for his worn servaij
The apostle writes to the Corinthiauns, ¢ Ye a;
helping together by prayer for us.” 2 Cor}
11. When he wrote to the Fjhesians, and i
horted them to pray always, with all prayer,
adds, ““And for me, that utterance may j
given unto me, that I may open my moul
boldly, to make known the mystery of the
pel.” Eph. 6:18, 19. He also especially
quested the Colossian church to pray for him,j§
the following language: ‘ Withal praying a‘
for us, that God would open unto us a door
utterance.” Col. 4:3. To the Romans }§
makes a very earnest appeal: ‘“ Now I bes ol
you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ’s salf
and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive '>
gether with me in your prayers to God for my
that I may be delivered from them that do i
believe in Judea ; and that my service which]
have for Jerusalem may be accepted of i
saints ; that I may come unto you with ]oyb
the will of God, and may with you be 4
freshed.” Rom. 15:30-32. Also in Ph1l1
pians 1:19 and Philemon 22, he clearly shof
how much he valued the prayers of his bretl
ren. The hearts of God’s people thus becon
more fully united with his worn servants, alf
to the work of present truth to which their liv
are devoted. Perhaps this point has not beg]
fully appreciated by our brethren and sisten
We therefore suggest that whersver there aff
believers in the cause of present truth who res {
these lines, that they, each Sabbath, as su
gested in the above letter, unite with th
church at Battle Creek, in praying that Gl
may speedily restore his servant to soundnes
of health ; that his voice may be heard frog n’
State to State, as formerly ; and that the cauy
of God may receive the benefit of his laborsé
which it so much needs.

8. N. HasgrLL. |
I

IS THE MILLENNIUM APPROACHING!

So we are told by the clergy of the day.
They write beautiful essays, and call them ser
mons, on the coming condition of the world
when the heathen shall be given to Christ, and
he shall possess the uttermast parts of the earth.
True, they forget to read that he will ¢ rul]
them with a rod of iron, and dash them in
pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Their fine sens|
of harmony will not allow them to notice that;
point, as it would mar the beauty of the picture
of their own creation, and it might disturb some
one in his dream of ‘‘peace and safety.”” There
are well toward a thousand millions of Pagans
yet to be heard from on the great question of
the conversion of the world ; but we are con-
stantly assured thab the work is progressing
rapidly; the world is growing better; the
church is rising higher in picty and zeal ; every-
thing betokens the speedy evangelization of

the nations,
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But sometimes they arve forced to take a com-
on sense view of the state of things. At a
Eiceting in Cloveland recently held, the follow-
lig statement was made :—

7 ¢Rav. Dr. Coleman deprecated the lack of
&{tendance at the meeting. We have fallen
ipon evil times. Let it be known that a mis-
Fnonary meeting is to be held, and some excuse
il bo offered for attending. There never was
more favorable opportunity for missionary
ork, and many often spend their money for un-
3 orthy objects when it might do much good if
lvoted to missions. It might be urged that
o times are hard, but the hearts of many are
irder. It is necessary to Christianize those
itside of Christian influence as there was
bimger of dechristianization of thoge within the

Ie of the church.”

 Itis just so, and every one can see it. Not
Q{le conversion of the outside world, but the
dechristianization of those within the pale of
o church,” is evidently fast progressing.
[1he superficial conversions under such super-
sl men as Mr. E. P. Hammond is exactly
loulated to amalgamate the church and the
liorld.  They who have the form of godliness
biio destitute of the power thereof, and are lov-
s of their own selves, and of pleasures, more
t}mn lovers of God. 2 Tim. 3 :1-b.

"’;\Vhy will people be so blinded as to shut
gir eyes to the plainest declarations of the in-
pn‘ed word, and to the facts everywhere occur-
fing, and cry ¢ Peace and safety,” when ‘‘sud-
biin destruction ” is impending !

‘ J. H. WAGGONER.

50001"3 Corner’s, O.
; Vi

@EDICATION AT LAXEVIEW, MICH.

We left Allegan for Lakeview on the morn-
ng of the seventeenth of May, and reached
e Iatter place at about eleven o'clock P. M.
The object of our visit was the dedication of the
eetmg house which has just been completed
nd was ready to be devoted by formal action
5. the especial service of God. The day follow-
Big our arrival, which was the Sabbath, was de-
_oted to preaching and devotional exercises.
e weather was unfavorable ; but the repre-
@ﬁtation of brethren present from a distance
iis very encouraging. Quite a number were
i attendance who live thirty or forty miles
om Lakeview, many of whom seldom enjoy
he advantages of public worship.
“On Sunday, May 19, the house of worshlp
m formally dedicated. .
 On this second occasion on which service was
i Jdd in the new house of worship, it was filled
mh a congregation as orderly and atientive as
o have often addressed. The exercises passed
il pleasantly in every respect, and the occasion
B one of general congratulation and thanks-
Riving.
B The brethren who hud been ingtrumental in
; aring the meeting-house, as they witnessed
Biho results of their labors and the new order of
Biings upon which they had entered, seemed at
Rines to be overcome by their emotions and in-
Rupable of expressing the depth of their grati-
Bqide. The church itself was acknowledged by
&l to be neat and tasty. We think it is con-
fructed upon the medel of the ene in Carson
Alty. Two hundred and fifty persons can be
Buated in it without difficulty, and it seems to be
Blrnished with all the needed appliances for
worship, among which is a fine Mason and
Esmlin organ., At the time of the dedication,
Ao bell had not yet arrived ; but funds had been
Bovided for its purchase, and it is expected
Mhat it will be placed in the tower without de-
7.
4 What iz remarkable in the case is the fact
fhat it is less than one year since Hld, A. O.
urrill completed his course of lectures im the
aca, leaving a church of between thirty and
‘Arty members where previously there had been
110 organization whatever, and only two or three
Hunilies of Sabbath-keepers. What is also re-
Anarkable and gratifying is the fact that they
Amtered upon the occupation of their meeting-
Hlouse free from debt, and, therefore, without
Jhe necessity of appealing to thoge present for
{telp in any direction,
§ After the dedication we remained here and
Jreached on Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and
{Wednesday evenings, the attendance and inter-
st being very good. Eld. J. Fargoe and G. H.
tilbert were present and rendered valuable aid.
The latter remained to continue evening serv-
fices for a time. _
During this trip Bro. C. C. Lewis, of New
Vork, has accompanied me taking the place of
Bro. M. S, Burnham, with whom I have la-
hored very pleasantly amd satisfactorily since the
last camp-meeting, and who is to be connected
with one of the tents during the present sum-
Imer. W. H. LITILEJOHN.

HONORING GOD. P

CurpreN honor their parents by obedience ;
and the Lord asks, ““If then I be a father,
where is mine honor?” Mal. 1:6. We honor
God when we keep his commandments. But

there is one commandment of the ten which re-

quiires a special act of honor to God as our Crea-
tor. Remembering the day of his rest to keep
it holy is an act having direct reference to the
honor of God. This may account for the spe-
cial hatred of Satan against the Sabbath of the
Bible.

According to Tze, 46 : 1, there are *“six work-
ing days” in the Bible week. On each of those
six days God worked. We honor God by work-
ing on each of those days. On the seventh he
rested. This made it his rest, or Sabbath, day.
He blessed and sanctified this day, ‘‘because
that in it he had rested.” The sanctification of
the day was the consecration of it ag a memorial
of his finished work, the reserving of this day
to his own especial honor and service. ¢ The
Sabbath was made for man.” God requires all
men to rest upon it ; because he rested upon it,
and then separated it from the other six days
as his own memorial.

Hence we read, ‘If thou turn away thy foot
from the Sabbath, from deing thy pleasure on
my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shalt
honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor find-
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words ; then shalt thou delight thyself in the
Lord.” -

To truly keep the Sabbath is to honor God ;
to stigmatize it as ¢ old’’ or ““ Jewish ” is to dis-
honor him. It is a monument erected to his
memory. Who will be so bold as to attempt te
pull it down with sacrilegious hand, or to alter
the inscription from ‘¢ geventh ™ to ““ first’? To
accept of a substituted day, is te honer the
changer of ‘‘times and laws,” and not the Crea-
tor. R. F. CorrrELL,

AN APPEAT, TO THE CHURCHES IN
THE NEW ENGLAND
CONFERENCE.

Will New England be behind in the Sabbath-
school work? Every believer in present truth is
aware of the fact that this work is aggressive.
Advance steps are being taken, broader plans
are being laid, and the necessity of a more per-
fect organization, that there may be unity of
action in every branch of the work, can be
readily seen. '

At the last session of the General Conference,
steps were taken to bring about a Sabbath-
sehool organization that should be nearer per-
fect. It was recommended that each Confer-
ence organize a Sabbath-school association, Ac-
cordingly, at the last session of the general
quarterly meeting held at South Lancaster,
Mags.,, May 5, an assgociation was organized
adopting the Constitution of the Michigan S. 8.
Association, as will be seen in this week’s Re-
view, We ask for the co-operation of all our
churches and companies that meet on the Sab-
bath in every part of this Conference.
ever the Sabbath-schools are not fully organized
according to suggestions herein staled, steps
should immediately be taken to complete an
organization,

At our next general quarterly meeting, which
will be held in July, we shall expect a report
from every company in this Conference. That
our brethren may act understandingly and unit-
edly in this matter, we recommend that they
carefully read the articles upon this subject in
Revizw No. 13, March 28, by W. C. W., G.
H. Bell, and M. K. White.

Inorder to give this quarterly report, it will
be necessary that the secretary make a

WEEKLY REPORT.

Thisreport should be read every Sabbath morn-
ing at the opening of the school, and it should
contain an account of the proceedings of the
week previous and the number of classes, and
each absence should be mnoted. The veport
should be something like the following :—

No. 1, Class of adults numbering seven, Bro.
A, teacher ; absences, two.

No. 2, Class of youth numbering ten, Sr. B.
teacher ; scholars all present, teacher absent.

No. 3, Infant class numbering six, Sr. C.
teacher ; no absences.

The report should also contain the amount of
weekly contributions.

THE QUARTERLY REPORT,

This must be a summary of the weekly reports.
‘We offer the following, not as a precise form, but
to give an idea of what is wanted :—

South Lancaster Sabbath-school; D. W. John-

‘Wher- |

son, superintendent; M. A. Buzzell, secretary.

School numbering 60
No. of classes, 7
- No. of officers, 4
* Average attendance, 50

Bro. Bell’s Question Books are used in all
our classes. The interest in the school has in-
creased during the past quarter. Nine scholars
have been added, and one new class has been
organized.

Any other items of interest may be added.

In every school two officers are indispensable,
superintendent and secretary, the latter of whom
may act as treasurer. In small schools either or
both of these officers may ach as teachers or
pupils. " It is found necessary that each school
have a fund, in order to defray any expenses of
the school or association. The plan usually
adopted is a penny contribution weekly from
each one connected with the school. TFach re-
port should be made out and sent to the secre:
tary of the 8. S. Association, Mrs. F. A. Buzzell,
South Lancaster, Mass., immediately after the
re-organization of the school, which should take
place the first Sabbath in each quarter.

Do not neglect this work a single week. If
you have no Sabbath-school, and there are no
more than two families that meet, organize and
see what can be done. Invite in your neigh-
bors to take part with you. We also suggest
that in no case the recitations exceed one hour
and a half. One hour is better. If further in-
formation is wanted in this matter, correspond
with the secretary at South Lancaster, Mass.,
and she will always give what information is
needed.

D. A. Rosinson, Pres. N, E. S. 8. A. .

)!.

¢“REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO
KEEP IT HOLY.” EX.20.8.

S0 Mucn has been written and preached on
the sacredness of the Sabbath, and the duty of
the people of God strictly to observe it, that it
seems to be almost superfluous to say more;
and yet itis to be feared that many of our breth-
ren do not realize, as fully as they ought, how
God regards the matter; and so they allow
themselves to run on in a careless, reckless dis-
regard of his claims, and observe it much after
the manner that the mass of Sunday-keepers
observe that day.

In the first place they keep only a part of the
day any way. Instead of commencing the Sab-
bath when the Lord tells them to (Lev. 23:32;
compare Matt. 8 :16 ; Luke 4 :16, 31, 40 ; Mark
1:32; Neh. 13:19), they work in their fields,
or shops, or houses, or wherever their business
may be, until the Sabbath commences; then
they take one or two hours, more or less, of the
Sabbath to get ready to begin the Sabbath ; whereas
they should be ready to begin its observance
when it arrives where they are. Thus they rob
God of a part of the time which he has reserved
to himself. In Mal. 3:8, in answer to the
question, ‘° Will a man rob Gtod ?” the Lord says,
¢‘Yet yo have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein
have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.”
How had they done this? By appropriating to
their own use the tithe, which God had reserved,
and the cofferings which he had required. Is it
any less robbery to appropriate God’s time to
our own use than it is to thus use his money ?

Then they must go to bed early, because they
are tired, and they do mot rise till late in the
morning, for the same reason; and when they
do get up, if there are any little extra jobs about
the house or barn that have been neglected dux-
ing their time, in ¢ the six working days”
(Wze. 46 : 1), they take some of God’s time to do
them up. They give the horses a good rubbing
down ; salt the cows and sheep ; clean out the
barn; oil the wagon ; fix up the harness ; black
the boots and the children’s shoes; mother
looks up the clean clothes for wearing to meet-
ing ; sews on a few buttons, takes a few stitches
here and there, and at last they get a late start
for meeting, if indeed they have not found so
much to do that they are too late to go to meet-
ing. My brother, my sister, is the picture over-
drawn? Ifso, I am glad. May it ever be so
with you.

God has given us six days in which to do all
our work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord our God; ““in it,” he says, * thou
shalt not do any [of thy] work.” That which is
allowed on the six days is forbidden on the sev-
enth. The Lord has reserved this day unto
himself, as sacred time; it is his ‘*memorial
unto all generations.” As such he requires us

to observe it. Ex. 31:13-17.
He has told us how he would have us ob-
serve his Sabbath. Isa. 58:18: <If thou

turn away thy foot from the Sabbath [do not
trample on it by doing that which is forbidden],

from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and
call the Sabbath a delight [do we so call it
when we feel sorry that it has come, because we
have not completed all that we desired to do,
and when, though we may cease from the exter-
nal form of labor, we keep our minds busy with
the things of the world, and in laying plans for the
next week ?], the holy of the Lord, honorable ;
and shalt honor him [how homor him?}, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words.”

How particular the Lord is in regard to the
manner of obgerving his memorial day! Yes:
he is particular, my brother, my sister; and
what a mercy it is that he has told 1s how par-
ticular he is in regard to it. If we do this, then
what? ¢*Thou shalt be called a repaiver of the
breach, a restorer of paths to dwellin.’”] Verse
12, What an honor! To be called by the Lord
of glory, one of his workmen in repairing the
breach that the enemy has made in the wall
which God built up around his people as a de-
fense to them! And what more does he say?
““Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord,
and he shall cause thee to ride on the high.
places of the earth, and feed thee with the her-
itage of Jacob thy father.” Verse14.. Whata
precious promise is this! Will God thus honox
frail, mortal men? He says he will, if they
keep his Sabbath holy. I believe him. De
you? Then let us be exceeding careful how we
treat his holy day. Let us begin it at the
right time, and keep it holy unto the Lord.

D. P. Curiis.

STRENGTH OF WILL.

It is good to have decision of character and
strengph of will suflicient to embrace truth, how-
ever unpopular it may be, and to, endure oppo-
sition and persecution without' yleﬁdlng the
right. For want of this firmness, courage, and
endurance, many will be found at ]ast in that
company called ‘the fearful,” who, w;th all the
unbelieving, abominable, &ec., have their por-
tion in the lake of fire, Rev. 21:8. Oh for
the moral courage, decision, and endurance that
God can approve !

But it is possible to have too much strength
of will and independence of mind. Some em-
brace the truth earnestly, and advocate it with
ardent zeal for & time, who have too much inde-
pendence to exercise that submission to the
judgment of others which the gospel teaches,
and which is necessary in order to the unity of
faith and spirit to which believers should at-
tain. -After running well for a season, some-
thing in their brethren dissatisfies them, and in
a little while they are as set a,ga,lnst ‘the church
and the truth as they ever were in favor. - They
rush on in their 1ndependence, "regardless of
truth or reason, They are not like the other
class, tame and passive yielders to the popular
will ; but are bold and defiant epposers, doing
all they are able to pull down and destroy.

Now, while I would hold the truth with de-
cision and endurance, at the same time.I would
have that spirit of submission which is neces-
sary to a unity of spirit. “leevuse, ye
younger, submit yourselves to the elder. . Yes,
all of you be subject ene to another a,nd be
clothed with humility ; for Ged ' resisteth the
proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” To
be yielding to experiemced brethren is not to
yield the truth. R. F. CorrRELL.

RestiNg IN Gop.—As the tremulous needle,”
however easily affected by foreign influences,
never ceases to vibrate till it finds its rest in the
center of attraction; so, the sensitive soul of
the Christiap, too easily disturbed by external
forces, finds no rest but in God. If, for a mo-
'ment, the enemy is permitted to harrass with
accusations of guilt, in him it finds pardon and
peace. In weakness it turns to him for strength ;
in darkness, for light ; in trials, for direction.
Under all circumstances, it never fails to find in
God an all-sufficient and sustaining portion.

Br not ambitious for the first place. Take
that which is vacant, wherever it may happen
to be. Do that which needs to be done, and
which you can do, and when that is finished
something greater will be waiting for you.
Never mind yourself, The first grand thing in
the service of Christ is to forget self. If you
want to show how well you can speak, or how
admirably you can organize, or how magnifi-
cently you can administer, there is no room for
you yet among Christ’s followers. But if you

wish above all other things to honor him, and
are content to do anything for him, then you-

are already in the ranks, nay, you are already,
among the great ones there.
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ANTIDOTE TO DESPONDENCY,

WouLpsT thou from sorrow find a sweet relief?
Or is thy heart oppressed with woes untold ?
Balm wouldst thou gather for corroding grief?
Pour blessings round thee like a shower of gold.
'Tis when the rose is wrapt in many a fold,
Close to its heart, the worm is wasting there
Tts life and benuty ; not when, all unrolled,
Leaf nfter leaf, its bosom rich and fair
Breathes freely its perfumes throughout the am-
bient air,

Wake, thou that sleepest in enchanted bowers,
Lest these lost years should haunt thee on the
night
When death is waiting for thy numbered bours
To take their swift and everlasting flight;
Wake. ere ihe carth-born charm unnerve thee
aite, :
And beqthy thoughts to work divine addressed ;
Do something—do it soon—with all thy might;
An angel’s wing would droop it long at rest,
And God himself, inactive, were no longer blest.
— Carlos Wilcox.

Progress of the @anse,

“YJe that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious sced, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”

e o e

ILLINOIS.

Rockford.

May 4, met a goodly company from the
city and surrounding country; owr meeting
was encouraging. By what I then heard,
and by letter received since, I am made to
rejoice. Our friends at Rockford, the most
of them at least, appear firm; and others, I
am confident, will soon identify themselves
with us. Present truth has power.

G. W. Corcornp.

Carbondale, May 22. .

Ouxr first meeting here was held April
8, in Campbell’s hall. This was in re-
sponse to a call from Bro. and 8r. O. Train,
lately from Michigan. The prospects were
8o favorable that we returned and began
tent-meetings here on the 10th inst.; and
to date have beld fifteen meetings for the
public, besides three small gatherings for
the friends. Tast Sunday night we had an
audicnce of about four hundred and fifty.
G. W. Corcorp.
C. H. Buirss.

NEW YORK.

Parma, May 22.

Have spent about a week at this place.
My visit was timely, as the enemy was try-
ing hard to get in a foothold and cause a
division; but all were more than willing to
receive instruction. Hearty confessions of
wrongs were made, a complete reconcilia-
tion was effected, and I left themn united
and of good courage, with apparently more
eonsecration in the work than they have
ever enjoyed before. 8. B. WuirNey.,

Pierrepont Center, May 20, H

Sassars, May 10, we spent with the
Pierrepont church, holding two meetings
and organizing a Sabbath-school. Sunday
A. M. we met with the new friends of the
cause in Bro. Smith’s neighborhood at the
Cook school-house, and in the r. 3. com-
menced meetings here in the town-house,
which is free for religious meetings. The
attendance does rot indicate a healthy in-
terest; we shall hold on, however, as long
a8 there seems to be any prospect of ac-
complishing good. The Lord helps in our
labors. M. I. Broww.

H. . Wircox.
Locke, May 17.

Wx are stilling bholding meetings at
Forks of Creek. Have given twenty dis-
comrzes. Two are now keeping the Sab-
bath, and more are almost persuaded to
obey. Mave given several lectures in the
M. E. church at Tansingville, a village
three miles distant, but the interest was
not sufficient to warrant us in. staying,
We distributed some tracts.

M. C. Wincox.
T. M. Lanez.

.2

OHIO.

Mexpow.—I was with this church from
Thursday mnight till Sunday night, Ma
09-12. The outside attendance was good,
and much interest was manifested, espe-
«<ially in the last two meetings. The church
seemed edified, but all Were not present.
For a long time they have had no Sabbath-
school, and mecting but once in two weeks.
Henceforth we expect they will meet every
Sabbath, and no longer neglect the study

of the Holy Scriptures in the capacity of a
Sabbath-school.

GiLBoA.—Spent two days, the 14th and
15th, with this church. Spoke each even-
ing to the public. There is an ear to hear
in this section, and the brethren are anx-
ious for a course of lectures. Meetings
for the church were, held each day, to great
profit. A Sabbath-school was organized,
and s. . arranged for 1878, amounting to
something over $100. Others will increase
the pledge. As there is a willingness to
pledge, may there be a promptness to pay.

H. A. 87. Jouw.

el o

Parkman, May 21.

Mavy 4, I visited the company of believ-
ers at Locust Point. Held meetings over
two Sabbaths and first-days. DBaptized two,
and appointed a clerk and s. B. treasurer.
Many were convinced that we have the
trath, and some more decided to obey.
May God help others to decide for the
truth.

May 15, came to Parkman to meet Bro.
Gates. Found that he had everything
ready for pitching the tent; but on account
of the cold weather we accepted the use of
the Methodist meeting-house, which was
freely offered us, and commenced our meet-
ings oo Friday evening, the 17 inst.

0. ¥, GuiLrorp.

IOWA.

Bentonsport, May 23.

W= have now given thirty discourses at
this place, and still have an excellent in-
terest. Ififteen have covenanted to keep
the Sabbath, and we hope for some other
good souls who admit we have the truth.
I gladly accepted an invitation to lecture
before the temperance gociety of this place,
and spoke freely on the subject of Chris-
tian temperance. The lecture was well re-
ceived, the entire congregation extending
thanks. A gentleman from Vernon, just
across the Des Moines river, arose and ex-
pressed himself well pleased, and invited
me to repeat the lecture before their soci-
ety, promising a good hearing. I lecture
there to-night.

‘We have many invitations to present

these last-day truths in villages around us,

but cannot fill a tithe of the calls coming
in. We shall remain here one week longer.
The people are kind and anxious to hear.
How much of the grace of God the minis-
ter who proclaims this solemn message
needs. Last evening the Lord helped much
in speaking on the subject of the “Mark
of the Beast.” 'The Lord is good.
L. McCorv.

Belvidere, May 17. L
I came baeck to Belvidere, Monona Co.,
April 26. 'We had a good meeting, and
the Lord was with us. Those that were con-
vinced of the truth when I was there last
winter are now keeping the Sabbath. Six
were baptized on the 12th of May, three
brothers in Christ and their wives. It was
a beautiful day, and there was a large con-
course of people assembled on the bank of
the lake to witness the baptism. Some of
the most reliable men and women in the
county have commenced to keep the Sab-
bath. J. BARTLETT,

MICHIGAN. x
Norwalk and Twin Lakes.

I arrivep at Manistee, Mich., the 9th,
Here I met Brn. Hoen and Carlstedt, We
called on a few friends at Manistee, then
went to Norwalk and commenced meetings
the same evening. There is quite a Scan-
dinavian settlement here. Bro. Hoen has
spent some time at this place, and a num-
ber have commenced to obey the truth.
We beld twelve meetings. Five followed
the Lord in baptism, one of these was a
sister from Manistee. Six signed the cov-
cnant. A leader was appointed, and Sab-
bath meetings arranged. A series of meet-
ings here would no doubt bring a number
more into the truth.

On our way back, we stopped a few
hours at Manistece. A {ew friends came
together, and we talked to them a short
time on the way of life. The Spirit of
the Lord attended the word, and they were
all deeply moved. A few here said they
would obey the Lord.

From Manistee we went to Twin Lakes,
where Bro. Carlstedt has labored some the
past winter. Ilere we found quite a num-
ber gathered, as they came from White-
hall and Holden. We held meetings with
them Sabbath and Sunday. Eight were

works ig dead.”

baptized; four of these were.Swedes. We
had the blessing of the Lord with us in our
meetings. Brn. Carlstedt and Hoen have
been with me in these meetings, and added
to the interest. Bro. Carlstedt now intends
to labor mostly among the Swedes, and we
think this is well. May the Lord bless
him much in that direction,
0. A. Orsex.
Steamer Muskegon, May 20.

Tuscola Co., May 20. -

Brixe fully acquainted with the condi-
tion of the Elmwood church, I appealed to
Bro. Fargo in their behalf at onr last State
quarterly meeting, and he desired Bro. J.
0. Corliss to visit that body, which he did
May 7. From the very first meeting the
good work commenced. The strait testi-
monies given by Bro. Corliss sunk deep
into the hearts of all, and the Spirit of the
Lord -that accompanied the word spoken
carried away all the animosities of the
c¢hurch. Three were added to the e¢hurch,
two others have taken a decided stand,
and nearly a score are in the valley of de-
cision. 'The s. B. was rearranged, the
pledges for this year amounting to about
ome-third more than the previous ones.
The one-third was unanimously indorsed.
All we have to regret is, that Bro. Corliss
could not have remained longer, as the in-
terest demanded it.

The 17th T accompanied him to Thet-
ford. Bro. Corliss spoke twice to this peo-
ple, and then left the meeting with me to
carry forward as best I could. This church
needs help. Quite a number wish to be
baptized. I hope some minister will soon
visit them, 'They call for Bro. Lamson.

We organized a Sabbath-school and held
a T. and M. meeting, the results of which
were not in the least discouraging.

War, OsTrRANDER, Director.

KANSAS.

May 1 to 8, I was with the church at
Limestone, Crawford county. Our meet-
ings here were very encouraging. Kirst,
all that resasonably ecould, attended our
meetings. Second, they came with a mind
to work, and to learn. Sixteen were fully
organized into a chureh, to be known in
the future as the Cherokee ¢hurch of 8. D.
Adventists. Thomas Graham was eleeted
leader, and George Slough deacon. Both
were set apart by the laying on of hands.
The ordinances were celebrated. Seven
were baptized. Beven subseribers for Re-
viEw and S16Ns were obtained.

I was at Morton, May 9 to 14. Ilere we
desired to complete a church organization,
but thonght it not best for the present.
We are glad to report cvident progress
since our last visit. All that signed the
covenant have put away their tobacco.
Sueh signsg of progress we are ever glad to
witness. “ And every man that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he
is pure.” 1 John 3:3. ¢Taith without
J. IL. Coox.

CALIFORNIA.

(Abridged from the S1aN8 oF THE TIMES.)
San Francisco.

Tur meetings in the tent at San ¥ran-
cisco have now reached the most interest-
ing point, where souls are deciding to obey
the truth. There are about one hundred
interested hearers, and some have already
decided in favor of the truths presented by
Brn. Loughborough and Healey.

Sunday evening, May 12, Sr. White gave
an earnest discourse from John 15:1-10,
which was well received by the people, and
moved hearts.

[ ——

Red Bluff, Tent No. 3.

May 12, Bro. Israel and Stephens report
from Red Bluff that ten have signed the
covenant.  One of thent was buried in bap-
tism that day.

Pacheco.

Sapearn and Sunday, May 11 and 12,
Sr. White, Bro. and Sr. Baker, and Bro. 1.
R. Gillett attended meeting in Pacheco.
Friday evening at 7:30 quite a company
were assembled to hear Sr. 'White. She
spoke over one hour in her usual earnest
and instructive manper. Her testimony
was timely and well received. On Sab-
bath at 11 A. a. she spoke again, having
good freedom. This was followed by an
interesting social meeting, in which all but
two took part. Nearly all expressed them-
selves as having been greatly strengthened
and encouraged by the sermon, and as be-
ing more determined than ever to press
forward.

The object of Bro. Gillett’s vigit was
organization of a tract society. After 1
social meeting, Sr. White made some 1
marks on the importance of this branch
the work. This prepared the minds
those present to engage in it heartily.

QUARTERLY MEETING IN NEW:
ENGLAND,  :

Ture New England 1. and M. Socid
met according to appointment at Sof
Lancaster, Mass., May 5, at 9:30 a1
Prayer by EId. D. M. Canright. Al
opening remarks by the president, thed
port of the last quarterly meeting was e
and approved. Report of laber for i
quarter ending April 1, was also read, §
reported in Supplement to Review No. §
The financial standing of the society is§
follows:—

Indebtedness at cominencement of

quarter, $7248
Expenses during quarter, $432.18
Reeeipts “ “ 339.06 4
Iixcess of expenses over ‘
receipts, 9318
Present debt, $311
Value of publications on hand, 900§

Tarther remarks were made by Eld. Hj
kell upon the importance of individualy
porting, urging all to faithfulness in if
part of the work. He also spoke of {§
humble beginning of the work in
place about fourteen years ago, when thy
or four sisters established a weekly pray
meeting, which resulted in the T. and}
organization and V. M. societies now fouf
among our.people everywhere. The senf
tary of that society then read the followi
report of labor for the past quarter:—

No. of letters written, 468; No. of leliq
received, 180; No. of visits made, 110. Nj
of periodicals distributed, 1,348; Annu
distributed, 318; tracts and pamphlets i
tributed, 2,401 pages. Subscribers for kg
FORMER, 92; Siows, 10; Review, 1;
STRUCTOR, 2. ) 3

The plan of having a general depositf
of publieations for the tract societies in
six New lngland States was next s
gested, and after some consideration vy
referred to the N. K. Conference Comuj
tee for decision. 1

Eld. Canright then spoke briefly in |
half of the Danvers church, when it w
moved and carried to give them $5008
from the reserve fund, to aid in paying i
their meeting-house. Also moved and
ried to do the same for the chureh of Sof
Lancaster. h

Eld Canright spoke further upon the
terests of the Sabbath-schools, and
method of organizing Sabbath-school i
ciations as ndopted by the State of Mi
gan. A committee was appointed to
gest officers, when such an associa
should be organized. ;

It was decided to use the chapel fair
erly occupied by the South Laucasy
church for a general depository of trad
in New England. '

Voted, To pay the expenses of the sy
retary during the past winter, also to
nate her $25.00 in appreciation of her sey
ices.

Meeting adjourned.

S. N. Haskenn, Lre

Eriza Tuaver, Ass’é See.

1}

ORGANIZATION OF THE NEW ENG
LAND 8. 5. ASSOCIATION.

Ix connection with the quarterly mg
ing of the New England T. and M. Socie
at South Lancaster, Mass,, at the closey
the dedicatory services, a special meeti
was called to consider the organizationg
a Sabbath-school Association in New
land. Opening remarks by Eld. D. ]
Canright, stating the ebject of the my
ing, &e.

The meeting was organized by appoige
ing 8. N. Haskell chairman and C.V
Stone secretary. The Constitution adopi
by the Michigan 8. 8. Association (see R
view of April 11, No 15, present volunm
was taken up and voted upon article i§
article; and adopted with such changes &
would adapt it to the New England Cuf
ference. "The following names were sy
gested for officers for the ensuing yen
For President, D. A. Robinson, Secretaf
and Treasurer, Mrs. ¥, A. Buzzell; Exaof
tive Committee, Eld. D. A. Robinson, Elf
G. I, Haines, and Bro. M. Wood., Theg
individuals were unanimously electerl.

After a few remarks by Eld. 8. N, IId
kell the meeting adjourned to call of chaig

8. N. Hasxrrr, Chairman,

C. W. Sroxg, Sec. '
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' THE NEW ENGLAND SABBATH.”
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION.

ConsipERABLE has been said of late in
e Revizw upon the subject of the Sal-
wth-school; but I do not design to give
istraction on the subject, but simply to
ate a few facts for the benefit of our

| At our last quarterly mceting at South
Jacaster, Mass., this question came up,
nd it was finally decided to form a Sab-
hth-school Association, adopting the Con-
itation of the Association of the State of
lichigan and electing for its officers the
@illowing named persons: President, D. A.
hbinson; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. F.
i, Buzzell; Executive Board, D. A. Rob-
son, G, F'. Haines, and M. Wood.

| The objects of this Association have been
Rlearly sct forth in the Review, and T hope
i, especially our Sabbath-school officers,
il carefully rc-examine what has been
@vitten and govern themselves accordingly.
& Let every church in this Conference
@horoughly organize a live school. Get up
mthusiasm over the matter, and when pa-
eits and childven all become interested s
ey should in this subject they will find
fsh & broad field for labor and so much
i their hands to do, that there will be no
ine for petty trials to come up, und if they
i exist they will die of neglect. Brethren
bd sisters, the Lord is coming, and that
thich is to prepare our youth and children,
Wi well as oursclves, for the great day of
Wth is o conformity of life and character
@othe present truth; but of course an un-
Wistanding of the truth is prerequisite to
Blis, and wherc can we find a better place
W acquire this knowledge than in the Sab-
Wiath-school ?

& Some of us will have to study hard. I
Mlonot moan simply to be able to answer
Ble questions, but give the lesson careful
#hought, T.earn all about it that can be
(Forned. Think it over when in the field,
i the kitchen, in the shop, or wherever
Bouw arc. 1T am surprised to find some of
‘g oldest Sabbath-keepers so poorly in-
Blormed on the main points of owur faith.
Athis fact of itself proves to me more and
Mnore the necessity of the present move in
@his matter. The saying of a certain
Wwriter that he © would rather know, every-
Rihing about something than something about
Rwerything ” has a great deal of force to it.
S\ vague, guess-so knowledge does not
@nount to wuch. If the seventh day i
Mic Sabbath, we want to krow it, and why
itis so. If the prophecies are fulfilled, wé
Buant to Lnow that. Now we say again,
Let every church organize a school; also let
Jwery company wherc there is not a church
@40 just as far in an organization as is prac-
ilicable. If there are a half dozen they can
#ilo something. Let the secretary keep a
eport.  We want this by all means.
Blanks will soon be furnished, so this can
je done properly. We ask the co-opera-
tion of every genuine S. D. Adventist in
Bthis Confcrence.  Brethren and sisters,
1ihall we have it?

D. A. Rosinson, Pres. N. E. 8. S. A.

=

—

THOSE REPORYS. |

[Tuw secretary of the Minnesota tract
wociety thus complaius of the careless man-
ner in which reports are made out, and the
hwless way of doing Dbusiness. As we
presume the secrotaries of other States are
similarly troubled, we give his rernarks.]

Let me show up some of the mistakes
gccurring in some of the reports. We will
bring Dist. No. 3 on the stand. Receipts,
18 per face of report, $61.95; paid into
reasury, $99.00, as per scoretary’s abstract
on back of report. In Dist. No. 1, the re-
ceipts as per report are $328.80; as per ab-
stract, $74.40; amount paid to treasury,
$72.40. 1In Dist. No. 8, the rceeipts as per
face of report are $16.00; as por abstract,
$14.00; paid into the treasury $14.00. In
Dist. No. 10, the receipts as given on the
face of the report are $52.40; on abstract,
$16.75; paid into the treasury, $6.40,
I would not find too much fuult; but if
each director or sceretary will jusy take a
few moments’ time and examine the above,
he will see some difficulty in making out a
report that will balance. DBrethren, shall
jwe continue to do business in this manner?
or shall we in the future try to be more
correct? As secretary it becomes my duty
to keep a book account of all financial
transactions of the Minuesota T, and ML
Socicty. I can ouly do this in a correct
manner when the business is reported to me
aright. LA
i 1 wish to make the following requests
fof the members of this society: 1. Let all

niembers send names for periodicals to
their librarians; 2. Let all librarians send
the same to their secretary or director, as
the case may be; 3. Let all directors send
the same to the State secrctary; 4. Be sure
to state what premium attends each, as in
my periodical account book I have to make
notes of them; 5. Let all reports go through
the same channel; 6. See that the financial
part of your report balances; 7. Report in
time, so that the directors may have time
to send their reports to me by the 12th of
June, and I can have my rcport ready at
the camp-moeting.
A. H. Vax Kirxg, Sec.

¢ LO HERE.”

Nor long ago I called on a man who
had been pointed out to me as an Advent-
ist. I found him just ready to start in
pursuit of a paper of which he had heard,
containing the tidings that the Saviour had
made his second advent and was now on
the earth. He said he expected the Sav-
iour to come and set up his kingdom,
which, in its commencement, will be like
a grain of mustard sced planted in the
earth, and like it will grow till it fills the
whole earth. He thinks the fire which
consumes sin and purifies the earth will
commence in some locality, and after this
spot is purified it will gradually extend to
other places, till the whole earth 1s cleansed.

I tried to reason with him, and show
him that Jesus himself has declared that
his second coming will be like the light-
ning, and with a great sound of a trumpet;
that every eye shall see him; and that
all the slecping saints shall hear his voice
and come forth to meet him, as he comes
attended by all the retinue of Heaven.
But this was all to be fulfilled by a grad-
ual conversion of the world, or the destruc-
tion of the wicked as they rejected their
King. 1 was astonished that a man of
judgment should be so fixed in such an
unreasonable and unscriptural position;
but when he told me that for ten years he
had been fighting the law of God, advocat-
ing the doctrine that the promised Com-
forter is only the written word, and deny-
ing the work of the Spirit of God on the
hearts of his people, the mystery was
solved.

I left him, grieved that souls will be de-
ceived by such doctrines of darkness, bug
with a bheart filled with gratitude to God
for'the glorious light of the third angel’s
message, which, like the rising sun, is shin-
ing brighter and brighter upon our path-
way, and is penetrating the mists of papal
error which have settled over the Protest-
ant world.

Dear reador, this is a testing truth, one
by which we show our loyalty to God and
his government. It is an antidote against
the various delusions which are flooding our
land. It carries us into the sanctuary of
Heaven, where we behold the command-
ments of God, and our great High Priest
making an atonement for our sins. By
this truth we are shielded from the errors
of those who cry, “ Lo here,” and of those
who say, “All things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creation of
the world.” He who closes his eyes to
this light, and his “ear from hearing
the law,” is like the marincr who sails
on the wild Atlantic with neither chart
nor compass; and he who leaves this faith
is like the man who steps from the well-
tried ship propelled by the breezes of
heaven, to a wooden “ float.”

Cuas. L. Boyp.

A LETTER.

Mgs. I F. Howxrrr, writing from Ring-
gold county, Iowa, says:—

Eprtor Review axp Herarp, Dear
sir: It bhas been with much pleasure
and profit that I have perused the pages
of your excellent. paper, sent me by a
friend at Sigourney, Ia. I am a member
of the M. E, Church, yet I think you are
right on the Sabbath question. Some of
your doctrinal tracts sent mc by friends
abroad have afforded wme great comfort.
Your positions, so far as I have examined
them, seem to be well supported by proof
from the inspired record. There seems
to be something so real and so well adapted
to our understanding, and so well calcula-
ted to strengthen our faith in the word of
God, in the teachings of the Adventists
that I have found my prejudice against
this people giving way; and I believe that
their literature, which is being scattered
thronghout the land, will be instrumental

in accomplishing much good. You that

are scnding these pages freighted with
words of consolation and hope,—perhaps to
friends, perhaps to those you have never
seen and unever will see il this mortal
shall have put on immortality,~—remember
that you are bestowing much more than
“a cup of cold water,” and your reward
will be sure. “IHe that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious sced, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him.”

Who is there that has an interest in the
up-building of the cause of God but de-
plores the wide departure from “the old
paths ”” there is in so many of the churches
of the present day; the striving to conform
to the customs and fashions of the world;
the utter ignoring of the plain declaration
of our Saviour, who said, “Strait 1s the
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it”?
Ah! T fear the day of Judgment will be a
day of unlooked-for terror to the tens of
thousands of fashionable professors, who,
counting on long years of pleasure here,
are seeking little or no preparation of heart
for that day when he our gracious Saviour,
shall Dy aside his mediatorial robes, and
come, attended by the hosts of Heaven, to
take vengeance on those who know not
God. May he “guide us with his eye, and
afterward receive us to glory.”

ARE WE WALKING WITH GOD?

“WneN a man’s ways please the Lord,
he maketh even his enemies to be at peacc
with him,”

‘We inquirc what means God uses to ac-
complish this. Certainly he docs not di-
rectly act upon the heart of an enemy to re-
move malice, without converting the will.
Is it not rather by simply actuating the
the person who pleases him to manifest
outwardly what dwells within,—that kind
disposition of heart, that pure charity and
forbearance which disarms his adversary
of every evil fecling, so that he is com-
pelled to respect and even love lim in-
stead of trying to do him injury? It is
thus he is made at peace. “A soft an-
swer turneth away wrath.” Or, should the
ill-disposed resist the- melting power of
kindness, still that person who has the
sweet peacc of God within cannot out-
wardly manifest any appearance of ill-na-
ture, unkindness, or impatience; hence he
will never give occasion for an enemy to
take offense, never do anything to feed
envy or malice,

On the contrary, the man whose ways
are unrighteous, hence displeasing to God,
will ever show 2 want of harmony with
the good, and ever find opposition and dis-
cord when in contact with the bad.
There is this seeming paradox in the king-
dom of Satan, that hig true sgubjects may
be all divided one against another, and
his kingdom stand all the firmer and more
prosperously for it: yea, he glories in ill-
humor and contention, and feels sure of
bis victims so long as he can maintain this
state of heart; for the naturally irritating,
constantly reacting power of wrong-doing
has a fearful power to multiply the evils
and sorrows of the world. Thus hastens
the human family down the broad road
to everlasting ruin.

Not long ago when reading of the troub-
lous times of the last days, so vividly pic-
tured by our Saviour, we thought it would
require a long time for existing causes to
bring on such u state of things as portrayed;
bust now, even a casual glance at the present
ominous condition of society is enough to
awaken a thrill of terror which may soon
be intensificd with the thundering shock
of carth’s final doom, The prince of the
powers of darkness, seeing the hosts
gather around his rebellious standard,
seems exultant in the prospect of soon
enjoying absolute sway.

Satan finds greatly increasing advantage
in the naturally irritating ailments of body
so rapidly increasing in the human family.
He would ever lead the sufferer to justify
his own impatience and ill-humor, pleading
that they are unavoidable, keeping him
blind to the truth that here is the real be-
setting sin he is required to overcome, if
he would gain the reward.
patience become the prevailing sin of the
last days, how stiiking the text pointing
out the saving virtue of the overcomer,—
“Here is the patience of the saints.”
Does it not cspecially become the pro-
fessed Christian under all cirecumstances to
suppress impaticnce, and cultivate a for-
bearing, gentle disposition? Should he
not ever strive for that loving spirit of the
Saviour, which beams out upon the world
continually in loving words and deeds?

Should im-

Thus his ways, pleasing the Lord, will
breathe peace io all around. This spirit
must belong to all God’s accepted chil-
dren; this spirit will make the sweet, holy

atmosphere of Heaven.
S. M. Spicer.

WHAT IS IN THINE HAND?

ArLL great works are done by serving
God with what we have in hand. Moses
was keeping sheep in Midian; God sent
him to save Isracl, but he shrunk from the
undertaking. 'Wesympathize with Jethro’s
herdsman, alone, a stranger, owning not a
lamb that he watched. Ie had nothing
but his shepherd’s rod, cut out of a thicket,
the mere crab stick with which he guided
his sheep. Any day he might throw it
away and cut a Letter one. And God said,
What is that in thine hand? With this
rod, with this stick, thou shalt save Israel.
And so it proved. ‘

What is that in thin¢c hand, Shamgar?
An ox-goad, with which I urged my lazy
beast. Use it for God, and Shamgar’s ox-
goad defeats the Philistines. 'What is that
in thine hand, David? My sling, with
which I keep the wolves from the sheep.
Yet with that sling he slew Goliah, whom
an army dared not meet. What is that in
thine hand, disciple? Nothing but five
barley loaves and two small fishes. DBring
them to me; give them to God; and the
multitude is fod. What is that in thine
hand, poor widow? Only two mites, Give
them to God; and behold! the fame of
your riches fills the world. What hast
thou, weeping woman? An alabaster box
of ointment. Give it to God. Break it
and pour it upon the Saviour’s head, and
its sweet perfume is a fragrance in the
church even now. Whathast thou, Doreas?
My needle. Use it for God, and those
coats and garments keep multiplying, and
arve clothing the naked still.

You are a manufacturer, or a merchant,
or a mechanie, or a man of leisure, or a
student, or a sewing woman. God wants
each of you to serve him where you are.
You have your business; use it for God.
Order it in a godly manner. Do not al-
low any wickedness in it. Give godly
wages; preach Jesus to your elerks, not by
a Jong face, but by being like him, doing
good. Use your profits for God, feeding
the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting
the sick, comforting the wretched, spread-
ing the gospel far and wide. What a field
you have to glorify God in, just where you
are! If you have nothing, use your tools
for him; he can glorify himself with them
as easily as he could with a shepherd’s
stick, an ox-goad, a sling, or two mites.

A poor girl who had nothing but a sew-
ing machine used it to aid a feeble church.
All her earnings above her needs were
given toward building a house of worship,
and in a year she paid more than others a
hundred times richer than she. So you
can do if you will, Think of the widow
with her two mites, the woman with the
alabaster box, and Dorcas and her garments;
you do as much and have as great a re-
ward.— Selected. ‘

Dhituary Joticeg.

&y

“ Blessed aro the dead which die in the Lord from hencoforth.”

Drun, in Battle Creek, Mich,, May 17, 1878, of &
complication of diseases, Bro. Henry Gardner, in
the 78th year of his age. Bro. Gardner was in the
first Advent movement, in Vermont, and was one of
the first in that Siate to lake his position upon the
third message, and commence the observance of the
Sabbath. Ifc removed to Battle Creek in 1867,
where, with the exception of about nine months in
the West, he has resided, always expressing am in-
terest in, and a love for, the great truths conmected
with this cause. Funeral the 18th, on which occa-
sion we spoke briefly to a large congregation, frem 1
Cor, 15: 26. LR

——— .

Frru asleep in Jesus, near Waterford, Ohio, May
10, 1878, my dear wife, Retta O. Boone, aged 28
years, 10 months, and 13 days. At first her diseage
was cancer of the tongue, but its nature scemed to
change after a time, and it was regarded as con-
sumption. While Bro. Il A. 8t. John was deliver-
ing a coursc of lectures in Bro. Iles’ neighborlood,
she accepted the truth, and united with the Waters
ford chureh, of which she has cver been a faithful
member She now sleops, and is numbered with
the blessed who die in the Lord., In o little while
she will come forth in immortal bloom, and we who
now mourn will then rejoice., Funeral discourse
by Eld, Kyle, Winsox 8. Boows.

g

Diwp, at Potterville, Mich., May 4, 1878, of in-
flammation of the lungs, George Wesley Bennett,
aged 88 years. DBro. Bennett was one of the most
vigllant and ecfficicnt members and officers of the
Potterville 8. D. A, church, and by his death the
church has lost one of the chief pillars, and his
family a most dutiful and affectionate son, hushand, \
and father. Discourse based upon the words of
Rev. 22:14. A. C. Sriezg.
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Battle Creek, Mich,, Fifth-Day, May 30, 1878,
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CAMP-MEETINGS FOR 1878.

Missourz, Gallatin, June 6-11.
Minngsora, Hutchinson, ¢ 19-25.
Norta Pacrric Cony., Salem, Oregon,

June 27 to July 2.

Truth Will Tell.

A PERsON who was formerly a first-day Ad-
ventist having received a tract on the Sabbath
thus writes:—

¢“Being in receipt of the tract, ¢ Who Changed
the Sabbath?’ I wish to thank some one, though
I do not know the one from whom it came. I
have read and re-read it. I cannot refute it;
for it is seriptural. - I am already talking it.
You may have seen my articles in the 4. C.
Times.” -

¢ Scatter the Tracks.”’

TrUs writes an earnest worker in the mission-
ary cause. While it is evident that he meant to
say ‘“tracts,” he wasn’t, after all, so far out of
the way in putting in by a slip of the pen a k
for a t, and giving us ““tracks.” The cause of
religion needs not only a wide circulation of
books and tracts, but it needs the presence and
efforts of the” personal laborer. Missionaries
must go into the field themselves, to visit, con-
verse, exhort, and pray with those who need
their labors ; and such persons should make
““tracks.” They should make their mark wher-
ever they go, enlisting sympathy, dispelling
darkness, creating an interest in the truth, and
spreading light and blessings all along their way.
More ¢“ tracks ” of this kind are neceded. Hence
we join with the writer and earnestly appeal to
all to ‘“scatter the tracks.”

The Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 8.

I 15AVE not yet been able to read all this vol-
ume, but I have examined it with much care.
I think it even mnore interesting than any of the
author’s previous works. This is saying much,
but the volume is one of great excellence. I
have for many yearsread the works of Sr. White
with xﬁl‘l’ch‘ care. They have been to me of the
* highest' practical value. They have been also
of immense value to our cause, though our ad-
versaries have used their best efforts to turn
them into contempt. Though I. trust my
counsel is not needed, because already car-
ried out in practice by the most of those who
love the truth, yet I will say: Obtain this vol-
ume, and read it with care. You will have more
elevated views of the plan of redemption, of the
character of Christ, of the love of God, of the
holiness of his law, and of the infinite value of
life eternal. Your love for the Bible will not
be diminished but augmented by the perusal of
the works of Sr. White. J. N. ANDREWS,.

Basel, Switzerland, May, 1878,

The Sanctuary.

A CONSIDERABLE period has elapsed since I
received a copy of Bro. Smith’s volume entitled,
“The Sanctuary.” This is the first moment
that I have seen in which to speak a word con-
cerning this book. Xvery person who has stud-
ied the doctrines which distinguish' s as a peo-
ple knows well that the subject of the Sanctu-
ary is the central doctrine in our system. Here
we see the true relation between the law and
the gospel; here we find the law of God ; here
also the mercy-seat; here is ropresented the
sacrifical death of Christ, and here his interces-
sion for us in the presence of his Father, before
the law of God, which we have broken. Here
also is the blotting out of sins, the Judgment and
acquittal of the just, and the final return of the
sins of the just upon the head of Satan. The
subject is worthy of a noble volume, and this

volume is well worthy of the subject. When
one of the adversaries of Galileo denied the ex-
istence of the moons of Jupiter, the astronomer
invited him to look through his telescope and
see them for himself. His adversary refused,
saying, ‘‘How then could I afterwards deny
their existence?” It seems to me that all our
adversaries would be compelled, in like manner,
to yield their opposition if they would read this
book. J. N. ANDREWS,

Basel, Switzerland, May, 1878,

¢ Plain Facts about Sexual Life.”

SEVERAL months since 1 réceived a copy of
this valuabie book, My duties are such that I
can find only a few moments in the period of

several days in which to read any book in the
English language. It has therefore taken me a
long time to give this work an examination. I
need not attempt to set forth the merits of this
book. This has been done by others better than
I am capable of doing it, but I will say that I
think it worthy of the high commendation which
ithas received. Within the compass of a volume
of moderate dimensions the author has given all
that need be asked upon the important subject
on which he treats. The work is worthy of a
place in every family and merits the attention
of every person. Dr. Zimple of Puteoli, Italy
a physician of eniment ability and well learned
in science, said to me at his residence last Sep-
tember, *This book by Di. Kellogg is one of the
most remarkable books that was ever written,”
J. N. ANDREWS.
Basel, Switzerland, May 1878,

The Biblical Institute.

Tuose who have read Tug S1oNs or THE TIMES
have noticed the report of the Biblical Institute
held in Oakland, Cal., April 1-17, 1877, which has
occupied quite a large place in that paper dur-
ing the past year. Those articles gave a synop-
sis of the discourses delivered during that In-
stitute, covering all the main points of our
faith, They have now been issued in book
form, having review questions appended to
each lesson, and containing also the guestions
which arose in the class, with the answers to the
same.

The subjects are presented in the same man-
ner that they would be were they to be written
out to-day. All the main facts, figures, data,
and arguments on the important themes can-
vassed are given. It is a book for universal
use. Families can use it for general reading.
Sabbath-schools and Bible-classes will want it
as a text book for study. In short, brethren
everywhere can now have a Biblical Institute
by themselves in their own church. It will be
good to put into the hands of investigators who
want a comprehensive synopsis of our faith.
The number of pages is 352, nicely bound in
muslin, with gilt back and side titles, making a
comely and elegant volume. It is now ready,
and orders can be filled at once. Price, single
copy by mail, $1.00, with the usual discount
by the quantity.

Tithing.

I mave become fully satisfied that the best
way for many of our brethren to pay their sys-
tematic benevolence pledges is upon the tithing
principle. I am not sure but 'tis the best plan
for all. The more I consider it the clearer it
looks. Why should not every brother and sis-
ter have a place, a box, in their own house, in
which they can place their tithes every first day
of the week, ‘“as God hath prospered them.”
All our children should have their little banks
in which they can cast their pennies, not simply
a tenth, but all or nearly all they may get. All
should be paid to the church treasurer once a
quarter.

Brethren, think of it. And those who are be-
hind on their pledges, I would advise to do
more than to think of it, give it @ thorough trial,

H. A. Sr. Joun,

To the New England, Vermont, and
Maine Tract Societies.

To save time, and large freight-bills in send-
ing publications to Vermont and Maine from
the Office, we have made arrangements to place
at South Lancaster, Mass., a depository, con-
sisting of a general assortment of our publica-
tions. Orders from the tract societies in the
above-mentioned States can be filled at this
place. Address, Miss Eliza Thayer, South Lan-

caster, Mass.
Thig arrangement does not relate to business

on periodicals, which should be forwarded to the
Offices by the State secretaries, as formerly.
8. N. HaskELL.

To those Coming to the Minnesota Camp-
meeting by Public Conveyance.

THosE coming from the south-eastern part of
the Conference will come via the C. M. and St.
P. railway to Farmington ; there change to the
Hastings and Dacotah R. R. to Glencoe. By
taking the night express at any point south of
Farmington, you can reach there about4 o’clock
A. M., and take the morning train for Glencoe.
If you come on any other train, you have to
stay over night, either at Farmington or Glen-
coe. Those coming from farther west, can take
the St. Louis and Minneapolis R, R. and con-
nect with the H, and D, at Carver; and ‘those

still farther west the St. P. and Sioux City, and
connect at Mirriam Junction with the St. L.
and M., and at Carver with the H. and D. R.
R. Those coming from the north-west will
come to Dassel on the St Paul and Pacific.
All who design to come by rail should notify
Bro. J. L. House, at Hutchinson, at least one
week before the meeting, and teams will be pro-
vided to meet them at the depot.
D. P. Curris.
May 23, 1878.

Minnesota Camp-meeting,

WE now expect to be on the Minnesota camp-
ground as early as Wednesday, June 12, just
one week before the camp-meeting. Eld. Grant
writes us that all the ministers and official mem-
bers of the Cenference can be there at that time
for a weel’s drill on various things. We hope
they will make a special effort to be there ; and
we will be on hand, and improve the time il
the regular camp-meeting.

D. M. CANRIGHT.
C. W. SronE.

Wane of the Turkish Empire.
SEVENTY-FIVE years ago Dr. Trumbull, of
Connecticut, reviewed the century, just then
closed, in reference to Turkey. He stated some
of the remarkable calamities which had befallen
it during that period. Constantinople had been
eighteen times on fire, and in these fires 120,000
houses had been burned, and 8,000 people had
perished. By the plague in 1750, 7,000 people
died. The next year 3,000 morc perished in an
earthquake, In 1752 Adrianople, the second
city in wealth and population, was almost de-
stroyed by an earthquake. In 1754 Grand
Cairo had two-thirds of its houses shaken down
and 10,000 people swallowed up. In 1755 Fez
in Morocco was half destroyed by an earth-
quake, and 12,000 Arabs were buried in its ru-
ins, The plague at various times has swept
away vast numbers of people.

We may add that the present century has
seen pestilence, conflagrations, earthquakes,
revolts, dismemberments, and wars scattered
through its history, culminating in the greatest
of all its multiplied disasters,—its present semi-
destruction by Russia.

Prophecy, seventy-five years ago, had plenty
of materials for a dark picture; and prophecy
now, of the wane of Mohammedanism, has them
maultiplied an hundred-fold.— Congregationalist.

AX unsuspecting, unquestioning, unhesitating
spirit, God delights to honor. He does not de-
light in a credulous, weak, unstable mind. He
gives us full evidence when he calls and leads;
but he expects to find in us what he himself be-
stows—an open ear and a disposed heart—Cecil.

I xxow one thing: If I stand by the princi--

ples of truth and duty, nothing can inflict upon
me any permanent harm.

APPOINTMENTS,

“And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is 2t hand.”

e

s,

Minnesota Conference.

THE seventeenth annual session of the Minne-
sota Conference will be held in connection with
the camp-meeting at Hutchinson, June 19-25,
1878, for the election of officers and to trans-
act such other business as may come before
the meeting.

Every chiurch and company of believers with-
in the limits of the Conference should be repre-
sented by delegate at that meeting. If any
church or company cannot send a delegate, do
not, fail to report your numbers, wants, and
standing, by letter, to the Conference.

Miny. Coxr. Con.

Ir nothing in the providence of God prevents,
in company with Eld. A. C. Bourdeau, I will be
at South Stukely, P. Q., June 8 to 10. At Bar-
ford, June 15 to 17. At the latter place the
new meeting-house will be dedicated at this
time.

At one or the other of these two meetings we
hope tv meet all the friends in this portion of
Canada. Come prepared to remain over Mon-
day in each place. Our Monday meetings are
usually the most profitable for the church, and
a loss 1s sustained when our brethren are obliged
to leave sooner. Meetings commence Friday
evening. S. N. HASKELL.

GENERAL meeting for Burlington, Newton,
and Marshall, at Burlington, Sabbath and first-
day, June 1, 2. Bro. G. H. Bell will be pres-
ent in the interest of the Sabbath-school. We

earnestly desire a full attendance.
W. C, WHiTE.

E. R. Joxes

No providence preventing, the next monthl
meeting for Dists. 1 and 2 will be held with th
church at Hartland, Maine, Wo wish to seo#
general gathering of our people at this &
Come to work with the Lord for the salvati
of sonls. Meeting will commence Friday eve
ing (May 31, we presume.—KEp.), at 6:30.

J. B, Goobric

TuEe camp-meeting of the North Pacific Cog
ference of 8. D. Adventists will be held
Salem, Oregon, June 27 to July 2, 1878. Ti
second annual session of the M. P. Confereng
will be held in connection with the camyp-meeting

No preventing providence, I will meet wil
the Victor, Iowa, churct, May 25 and 26. |
H. Nicoua §

SPECIAL meetings in Minnesota, as followsid]
At Greenwood Prairie, June 1, 2. ;
Dodge Center, June 8, 9. :
Havrison Grannd
L. H. Brrs

Dusiness Aeparfmenf. |
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“Not Slothful in Business."”

Rom, 1211,
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