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“Here is the patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God, and the Faith of J. esus.” Rev. 14:12.
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DEPENDENCE.
“Y rejolce at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil.” Ps.
119:162.
Give me, Lord, the grace T need,
To thyself my heart incline;
As thy holy word I read,
Let me gather strength divine.

Not my reason, but my faith,
I desire to exercise,

Bo that what thy Spirit saith
I may ever dearly prize.

There the deeper lessons learn

Of thy wisdom, love, and skill!
There with readiness discern

What thy purpose—what thy will!

That the movements .of my heart
May be under thy control,

Let thy holy word impart
Health and vigor to my soul.

Till thy loved ones thou shalt raise,
_ Be thyself my heart’s delight
Rule that heart, and all its ways,
By thy truth’s unerring light.
‘ . —Selected.
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THE PROSPECTS OF THE CAUSE."
ELD. 8, N. HASKELL.

THERE never were such indications that the
special providence of God. is going before us,
as now. Italy, down-trodden by the Man of
8in, is furnishing such evidences of the reign-
ing of Omnipotence as we see nowhere _else,
Entire churches are embracing the truth and
standing firm, while their ministers are led in
chaing to the jail, confined in convents, and
their lives are threatened, because of teach-
ing the Sabbath of the Lord. Four com-
panies are now witnesses to the perpetuity of
the law of God in the very shadow of the
temple of him who thought to change times
and laws.

Egypt also, the birth-place of Moses, and
the nation that cradled our Saviour and
guarded him from Herod's wrath, is testify-
ing to the truthfulness of the Saviour's words,
“Till heaven and earth pags, one jot or.ome
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till
all be fulfilled.” :

Direct communication from Greece shows
that there are Sabbath-keepers there. The
isles of the Mediterranean send forth the
Macedonian cry, “Come over and help us.”
The Baltic Sea has the living preacher of
present truth upon its waters. The Holland-
ers say, “ Give us help;” and thus we might
say of Germany, France, Denmark, Norway,
Sweden, and many other places that have not
been visited by the living preacher. Rusgian
representatives in our own land send forth
a cry for help which should move the hard-
est heart,

‘Where are our brethren to whom God has
intrusted talents of means and ability? One
would think some of us believed in a tem-
poral millennium, These openings are the
voice of God, bidding us arise in the strength
of the Author and Finisher of our faith, and
show our dnxiety to have a part in the clos-
ing work upon earth, ere the night cometh
in which no man can work.
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RELIGION OR DRESS, WHICH? -

Cras. G. FixyEY, long president of Ober-
lin College, in his advice %o Christian women,
says :— ‘

“Are you going to walk in the street?
Take care how you dress. What is that on

| tery, and I am happy.’

TWO DOLLARS A YEAR IN ADVANCE, or One Doliar a Volume

your head?! What do that gaudy ribbon,
and those ornaments upon your dress, say to
They make an im-
pression that you wish to be thought pretty.
Take care! You might just as well write on
your clothes, ‘ No truth in religion.” They say,
¢ Give me dress, give me fashion, give me flat-
The world under-
stands this testimony as you walk in the
streets. You are ‘living epistles, known and

| read of all men’ If you show pride, levity,
‘| bad temper, and the like, it is like tearing

open the wounds of the Saviour. How Christ
might weep to see professors of religion go-
ing about hanging up his cause to contempt
at the corners of the streets. Only ¢let the
women adorn themselves in modest apparel,
with shamefacedness and sobriety, not with
broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly
array, but (which becometh women profess-

‘|ing godliness) with good works;’ only let
"| them act congistently, and their conduct will

tell on the world. . . . But oh, let them dis-
play vanity, try to bs pretty, bow down to
the goddess of fashion, fill their ears with
ornaments, and their fingers with rings; let
them put feathers in their hats and clasps on

| their arms, lace themselves up till they can

hardly breathe ; let them put on their ¢ round
tires, and walk, mincing as they go,” and their
influence is reversed.”

IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. °

ELD. D. M. CANRIGHT,

THE GREEKS BORROWED TIIS DOC'K‘R_.INE
FROM EGYPT.

THE next point to be noted is that Greece,
Rome, and other nations borrowed their sys-
tems of religion, especially the doctrine of
the soul, from Egypt. To this fact all his-
torians testify.

Enfield, in his well-known history of
Philosophy, says : “ Egypt i8 unquestionably
to be ranked amongst the most ancient civil-
ized countries, and was very early famousfor
wisdom. Many eminent philosophers among
the Grreeks, such as Orpheus, Thales, Pythag-
oras, Dewmocritus, and Plato visited Egypt
in search of knowledge.”!

Saint Hippolytus says that the Egyptians
“ were the first to proclaim-to all the rest of
men the rites and orgies of, at the same time,
all the gods.” ?

Bishop Warburton, who has studied and
written so largely upon this subject, says
of the heathen mysteries, that they “all
have their common origin from Egypt.”
Again: “It is very certain they came first
from Egypt.”® He declares, and truly too,
that “the Magi of Persia, the Druids of
Gaul, and the Brahmins of India,” were all
“the genuine offspring of the Egyptian
priests.”*

Of the terrors of the inferral regions, Dr.
Good says, ‘“ Egypt is generally said to have
been the inventress of this important and
valuable part of the common tradition.”®

Rollin, the historian, says: “It 18 to
Egypt that Pythagoras owed his favorite doc-
trine of the metempsychosis, or transmigra-
tions of souls.” ®

Mr, Watson also says that it was from
Egypt that the other nations borrowed many
of their religious doctrines. ™ Another says,
“Pherecydes taught those opinions concerning
the gods and the origin of the world which
the ancient Grecian theogonists borrowed
from Egypt.”*

Ir harmony with this Alger writes: “It
seems plain that the Greeks derived many of
their notions concerning the fate and state of
the dead fromn Egypt. . . . Besides, Herodo-
tus positively affirms that they were derived
from Egypt. Several other ancient authors
also state this, and nearly every modern
writer on the subject agrees in it.”?

1p. 36,

2 Anti-Nicene Christian Library, vol, vi. p. 134.
3Div. Lega. of Moses Dem.,, vol. 1. pp. 194, 233.

4 Ibid.. vol. {i. p. 106.

$Book of Nature, p. 378.

€ Auct, Hist., vol. 1, p. 10,

t Theulogioul Tost., vol. 1. pp. 43, 52,

8 Enfield’s Hist. of Philo., p. 210.

$ Doctrine of & Future Life, part i, chap. v. p. 101.

The evidence is clear and abundant that
the Greeks obtained their first notions of the

| soul’s immortality from the Egyptians, though,

ag we shall soon see, they altered this doctrine
and added to it. The doctrine of the immor-
tality of the soul, as we have seen, was a
leading notion in the Egyptian religion,
The Greeks received this with the rest, but
at a later date than most other parts of their
system. Says Herodotus: “The Egyptians
algo were the first who asserted the doctrine
that the soul of man is immortal. . . . Some
of the Greeks have adopted this opinion, some
earlier, others later, as if it were their own,” 1°

This is very plain testimony as to where
the Greeks obtained this doctrine; also that
it was not known among them till learned
from Egypt ; and that even then all did not
at once receive it. Pherecydes, who lived
about six hundred years before Christ, was
the first who taught the Greeks the notion.
He received his learning and doctrine from
the FEgyptians. Josephus, in his book
“ Against Apion,” says: “ But then for those
that first introduced philosophy [among the
Greeks], and the consideration of things
celestial and divine among them, such as
Pherecydes the Syrian, and Pythagoras, and
Thales, all with one consent agree that they
learned what they knew of the Egyptians
and Chaldeans, and wrote but little. And
these are the things which are supposed to be
the oldest of all among the Greeks. And
they have much ado to believe that the writ-
ings aseribed to those men are genuine.” !

The reader will notice that the teachings
of Pherecydes and Thales are among the old-
est things taught the Greeks, and that they
hardly knew whether to believe them or not.
This was only six hundred years before
Christ, Moses had legislated for Israel about
one thousand years before that, and even
David and Solomon had slept with their fa-
thers for about four hundred years when this
philosopher first taught the Greeks about the
soul’s immortality. So this doctrine was not
very ancient among them. . Eufield says:
« Another tenet which is by the universal
consent of the ancients ascribed to Pherecydes
ig that of the immortality of the soul, for
which he wag, perhaps, indebted to the Egyp-
tiang, Cicero says that he was the first phi-
losopher in whose writings this doctrine ap-
peared. He is also said, and not improbably,
to have taught the doctrire of the transmi-
gration of the soul; for this was a tenet com-
monly received among the Hgyptians, and
afterwards taught by Pythagoras.” 1

This history points out the very first man
who wrote in favor of this heathen dogma.
Pherecydes not only borrowed the doctrine of
the immortality and transmigration of souls
from the Egyptians, and taught it to the
Greeks, but he added to it a refinement of
his own, which was unknown till he first
broached it ; this was the idea that the soul
is a part of God.

Mr, Warburton has argued this point at
gome length, and shown that this doctrine
was of Grecian, and not of Egyptian origin,
and that Pherecydes and his cotemporary,
Thales, were the inventors of it. He says,
“ The Greeks having thus given the soul one
of the attributes of the Divinity, another
FEgyptian doctrine soon taught them to make
a perfect God of it.” *

Here we find the date of another important
step in the. history of this doctrine. All
agree that the Greek philosophers much im-

proved the doctrines which they learned from

Egypt. This was one of the first of these
improvements,
PYTHAGORAS.

The next great name in antiquity that ap-
pears in the history of this doctrine, is Pyth-
agoras. He was a Greek, born about B, c.
550 ; the exact date is not certain. He was
a disciple of Pherecydes. He passed twenty-
two years in Egypt, and used great diligence
in learning the doctrines of the priests.

10 Herodotus, Euterpe IL 123, p, 144,

1 Book i.8ec. 2. :

12 Higt. of Phile,, p. 210.

13 Div. Lega., vol. ii. book iii. sec. 4, p. 240,

After traveling through many cities of Greece,
he finally went to Crotona, in Magna Grecia,
where he established a flourishing school,
which was attended by hundreds.™* The
school, or sect, thus founded by him, was
called the Ztalic or Pythagoric sect.

Of his visit to Egypt, and the result, War-
burton says: “The last sort of people who
went to HEgypt for instruction were the phi-
losophers, properly so called. The
first (as well as the most famous) of this
clags, and who gave philosophy its rame and
character, was Pythagoras. e and Piato,
with others, traveled into Egypt, like their
predecessors, The ancients tell us
of their long abode there; their hard condi-
tion of admittance into the sacred colleges ;
and their bringing away with them all the
secret science of the priesthood. The result
of all was, and it is worth our observation,
that, from this time, the Greek sophists (now
called philosophers) began to cultivate the be-
lief of a future state of rewards and punish-
ments,” 1

Yes, these observations are important.
1. Pythagoras went into Egypt. 2. There he
and Plato learned the doctrines of the priests.
3. The result was, that from that time the
Greek philosophers began to cultivate this be-
lief. Then they had not cultivated that be-
lief before, much less had the people. There
is an abundance of evidence to show that he
is correct in these statements,

We will now briefly inquire into Pythag-
orag’ doctrine concerning man and the soul.
He seems to have made some advancement
upon the doctrine of his master, Pherecydes,
He tanght that God was the great fountain,
or the universal mind, from whence emanated
the minds, or souls, of all intelligent beings ;
that the soul existed before it animated this
body ; that it will transmigrate through dif-
ferent bodies till it returns to God, its orig-
inal source, and is reabsorbed into his essence,
Like all before him, he still held the soul to
be material. 'With regard to his idea of God,
Enfield says, “He does not seem to have had
the idea of a pure spirit.”

Enfield has thoroughly discussed the whole
subject, so I glean the following facts from
him: 1. We learn that Pythagoras retained
all the advance steps which his master, Pher-
ecydes, had made on the ancient faith. 2. He
added much of his own theorizing. 3. He
introduced a gubtile mode of philosophiziag,
which confused the mind more than it en-
lightened it. He used many subtile divis-
ions and distinctions, which were unknown
before. He was the first one who assumed
the name of philosopher. 4. He began to de-
cry “gross matter” ag corrupt, and far re-
moved from God. 5. Yet he still held God,
demons, and souls to be material ; but they
were of subtile, ethereal substance, 16

ANAXAGORAS.

The discovery that mind is entirely inde-
pendent of matter was reserved for another
philosopher, born about 50 years later than
Pythagoras. This was Anaxagoras, one of
the successors of Pythagoras in the Ionic
school. Of this fact Enfield testifies thus :—

¢ Plutarch confirms this account of the doc-
trine of Anaxagoras, and shows wherein it
differed from that of his predecessors, ¢The
Tonic philosophers,” says he, ‘who appeared
before Anaxagoras, made fortune, or blind
necessity, that is, the fortuitous or necessary
motion of the particles of matter, the first
principle in nature; but Anaxagoras affirmed
that a pure mind, perfectly free from all ma-
terial concretions, governs the wuniverse.
From these and other concurrent testimonies,
it clearly appears that Anaxagoras was the
first among the Greeks who conceived of mind
as detached from matter, and as acting uponit
with intelligence and design in the formation
of the universe. -The infinite mind, or Deity,
which his predecessors had confounded with
matter, making them one universe, Anaxza-
goras conceived to have a separate and inde-
pendent existence, and to be simple, pure in-

U nfield’s Hist,, p. 212,

18 Div. Lega,, vol. il, pp. 108, 109,
1s Hist. of Phil,, p. 228 &c.
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telligence, capable of forming the eternal mass
of matter according to his pleasure.” 1
The learned Cudworth says, ¢ Anaxagoras
was the first who affirmed a pure and sincere
mind to preside over all.” *®
These facts are worthy of our notice,
They show the gradual tendency among the
- ancients to condemn matter, separate the
mind from all dependence upon it, and
finally to arrive at the conclusion that it is
purely spiritual and immaterial. But ib re-
quired ages of philosophizing to arrive at this
conclusion. Anaxagoras broached his opin-
ion, ag above stated, about 450.8. ¢. Even
he did not arrive at the notion that the soul
of man is purely spiritual and immaterial,
This was reserved for another great philoso-
pher, as we shall soon see. These things
show what thorough materialists all the an-
cients were, and how long it took to philos-
ophize them out of it. It was not till com-
mon sense and sober reason were laid aside
for “ vain philosophy ” and subtile sophistry,
that they arrived at this sublime conclusion !

17 Ibid., p. 87.
18 {ntel, Sys., vol. ii. p. 30.

ONLY A SUNBEAM.

I uap been sad and heavy-hearted
That dull November day,
When suddeuly the dark clouds parted—
A sunbeam found its way
Into my room.
My heart grew lighter in & minute;
I thought, There's still some joy left in it;
’Tis not all gloom.

Strange that a little sunbeam, shining
Into my heart’s dark night,
Should bid me cease my sad repining,
Look up, and see the light
Of God’s own sun;
Remind me of the God in Heaven,
Who has the blessed sunlight given
To every one.

0 messenger, Heaven-sent thou comest,
Thou dost my faith renew;
God speed thee, ag o'er earth thou roamest
With message sweet and true,
Telling to me
That ¢ though to-day be dark with:sorrow,
Hope’s cheering ray still gilds the morrow
With joy for thee.”
—1D. Denison, in Westerly Weekly.

EDUCATION A CHRISTIAN DUTY. !

PROF. 8. BROWNSBERGER.

TaE strongest argument against general
education is advanced by some of the friends
of monarchical government. It is founded
upon the apprehension that edacation will
lifc the lower classes above their sphere in
life, and make them dissatisfied with their
station, This very thing which they fear is
the object that education is to serve in the
world, especially among its degraded classes.
We want them to become dissatisfied with
their degrading ignorance and goul-debasing
habits, and take a higher seat in the moral,
intellectual, and business world,

This is the end for which many nations are
laboring at the present day. Many States of
our own country are attempting a compulsory
education of their citizens. No less than
eleven of -our States und one of the territories
(Arizona) have passed laws compelling par-
ents to send their children to school during
a specified number of years. These laws are
based upon the principle of self-protection,
and ave, therefore, just and right. Nothing
in reality renders legitimate governments so
insecure ag extreme ignorance in the people.

The State reasons as follows: “ Ignorance
in a republic is a crime against the State, and
should be punished as well as prevented, A
child is entirely dependent upon his parents,
He has a right to his life, clothing, and food.
If his parents should deny him any of these,
the State would interfere for his protection.
He also has a right to some kind of training
which will enable him to live after he passes
from the control of his parvents. In this
country a free education is offered him; and
as education is eontinually improving in
gnality and is becoming more universal, with-
out it he will be at a great disadvantage in
the struggle of life. Therefore he has a right
to demand that his parents shall not deprive
him of it, either before or after he iz old
enough to appreciate its value. But if his

parents should do so, some higher power,

should interfere in hig behalf.” -

And what is true of a State is true of the
church and family. Ignorance breeds corrup-
tion. It is the most producrive sotl for preju.
dices and false alarms. No doubt the devil
finds entrance into humble churches through
the door of ignorance more frequently than
through any other. ‘

Still there are thousands of professed Chris-
tians in the church, and perhaps there has
been a corresponding number during all its
history, who believe that mental culture, de-
rived from a close study of books or nature,.
forms no part of Christian duty, They would

neglect the development of the puvely intel-
degtual faculties as unimportant, while they
‘would recommend a thorough development of

‘the moral powers,
- Jf this avowed opinion were really based

upon an error of judgment, with the motive
still pure,’ a course of argument might suffice
to convince them of their error; but there is
no doubt that many of these are influenced
almost wholly by selfish considerations. Not

‘bhaving the perseverance, the stamina, and the

nataral taste to underiake and complete the
diffigult work of obtaining an education, these
persons must find some apology for their
own ignorance and that of their children in
depreciating the value of mental culture.
Sorue are’absorbed in the desire for money-
making, providing temporal comforts, and ad-
ministering to physical wants. These argue
that they can make as much money without
an education as with one, perhaps even more.

With this saying they cousole their defrauded’

children. Argument will never molest such,
unless it be of a purely selfish character. But
the other class, who act from pure, though
mistaken motives, may be led to correct views
by appeals to reason and revelation.

Though the Bible is not a scientific treatise,
even of morals and religion, it, nevertheless,
embodies all the principles that may be taken
as the basis of a complete and systematic
treatise on the cultivation and development
of man, -The fact that the Omniscient God
himself dictated this book for the alleged pur-
pose of instructing man in all right-doing,
that he may be thoroughly furnished unto all
good works, is in itself sufficient evidence
that no principle has been left out of the
-Bible that has any bearing upon the duty of
man, though the development of these princi-
ples, the particulars in matters of conduct,
and, in some things, the manner and time of
doing, are all left to the judgment and dis-
cretion of man himgelf In some way or
other, whether by inference, precept, or by
the example of men whose conduct has hon-
orable mention in the Bible, the finger of
God’s word points man to & perfect develop-
ment of body and mind and moral principles.
All the history of the church shows, beyond
a doubt, that God is trying to lead men up-
ward, step by step, to an heirship with his
Son, and.finally to a perfection no less in its
sphjgte hha.n that of God himself.

~Some ignorant yet honest people suppose
that the Son of God did not favor education
because, 1. It was said of him that he had
never learned his letters ; 2. He chose those
a8 his disciples who were afierward called
unlearned and ignorant; 3. He treated with
contempt the doctors of the law, and others,
who professed suck profound wisdom and
knowledge. Amnswer: 1. Christ had no need
to be taught of men, for his knowledge as the
Son of God far surpassed that of any mortal.
Though he had never learned his letters, as
‘was alleged, he no doubt read better than any
of the doctors. 2. He chose these fishermen,
not because he despised learning, but to avoid
error. The fact that he afterward chose Paul,
a very learned man, as an apostle after the
doctrine was fully established and attested,
and the manner of making the choice, is suffi-
cient proof of the truth of this assertion.
The learned were, in all probability, steeped
in the popular errors of the day, and these
he treated with contempt. He sought minds
untrammeled by the doctrines of man, which
he ‘would educate as only the Son of God
could do. These he drilled three years in
‘his school before he dared gend them forth, a
longer period than most of our young men,
right from the farm, are willing to spend in
cloge application to study before entering upon
their vocation. 3. It was not the knowledge
of the doctors which he despised, but their
errors and insufferable conceit, their hypocrigy
and deception of the people.

Moreover, every reference in the Bible to
true mental culture and knowledge is made
with respect and approval. But some ave
ready to assert that this wisdom and knowl-
edge and understanding referred to in the
Bible has to do only with a knowledge and
understanding of moral duty. This assertion
seems to carry with it the appearance of
truth, inasmuch as man’s greatest errors arose
from his moral degeneracy and ignorance, and,
conrequently, to correct this evil, more promi-
nence is given to the instruction in morality
and religious knowledge than to that pertain-
ing to the general culture.

The parable of the talents is sufficiently
broad to cover all that man has received from
his Creator, — moral, mental, and physical
capacities, If he does not improve these to
the bust of his ability, he will be held re-
sponsible to his God.

The excuse for neglecting opportunities for
selficulture on the plea of fear that one would
fare worse for the improvement of his talents,
or that he has so fow that it will hardly pay,

or that he regards it wholly unnecessary, will
not make him innoeent before Him whose
hired servant he is. God will never condemn
a man because he is poor, for riches are a
snare, and, exposed to fire, flood, or sword,
often take wings and fly away; but true
riches, which consist in the proper cultivation
of the mind and the faculties of the soul, are
permanent, and, if iucreased by proper using,
will prove a sure anchor of the soul forever,

N

QUESTIONS ON S. B.

At the present time a change is taking
place among our people in reference to the
plan of giving for the support of the ministry,
The plan now recommended is the tithing
system ag set forth in the Seriptures, which
evidently possesses many advantages over any
other system that has ever been in use. If
properly carried out, it will give each, accord-
ing to his ability, a chance to help send the
truth to the nations, Euach individual adopt-
ing it pledges himself to conscientiously place
in the Lord’s treasury a tenth part of all his
income. But without a proper understand-
ing of things, will there not still be room for
inequality ¢

‘What is a man’s income? The business
relations and circumstances of men nowy are
not such as they were in the Jewish age.
The equality of the sysiem depends very much
upon the interpretation given to the word
sncome, To illustrate, we will suppose that
Bro. A. labors at some trade for daily wages,
which amount to seven hundred dollars a
year. This is a clear case. His tithe would
be seventy dollars. But the case of Bro. B,
a farmer, is not so clear. In order to work
his farm to its full capacity, he must hire
help. He employs young Bro. C. to work
for him by the year. The yearly product of
his farm amounts to one thousand dollars
in value, Of this it takes three hundred
to pay C. for his gervices, which leaves bim
seven hundred. Now, does B.’s prosperity
differ any from Als, and should he pay a
tithe of one thousand, or of seven hun-
dred dollars ¢ If B. tithes the one thousand,
then it is evident that three hundred of
it will be tithed twice ; for the three hundred
is O’s income, and he is under obligation
equally with B. to “lay by him in store as
God hath prospered him.”  If it is B.’s duty
to tithe the gross profits of his business, then
it i8 possible for a person’s business relations
to be such that it will take a large portion of
his real gain to pay the tithe.

Suppose that Bro. D. is engaged in mer-
chandising. 1t takes two-thirds of his profits
in trade to pay rent and clerks, 1f he tithes
the grogs profits of his business, it will take
three-tenths of his net gain to pay the tithe.
If D. acts upon established principles, he
would not tithe more than the net proceeds
of his business. 'Why, then, may not B. have
the same privilege? Judging from James 5 :
4, the three hundred dollars in B.’s case are
not his in any senge. How, then, can he be
required to tithe it? These are not excep-
tional cases; for there are personsamong our
people whose circumstances are similar to
those of B. and D, And there are, doubtless,
guite a number of our brethren at this time
who would like an explanation of such points
ag these, If it is required to tithe the gross
profits of one’s business, irrespective of cir-
cumstances, then it is possible to give good,
seriptural reasons for the support of such a
theory. The truth is what is wanted, and
our love for the cause will lead us to put it
into practice. T. H. STARBUCK.

Salem, Oregon.

Axswer., Bro, Starbuck reasons correctly.
A person should take out of his gross income
what he has to pay to hired help, for interest
on hired money, and the like. Then he should
pay a tenth of what his own labor or his own
property brings him. .

A large number of such questions on s. B,
have been received from all parts of the coun-
try. As they were pub into my hands, I an-
swered them the best I could and sent them
to BEid, James White, Denison, Texas, for ex-
amination. D. M. CaNRIGHT.

v
i

HEARTS OVERWORKED.

It is not by overwork so much as by
worry and anxiety that our hearts are disor-
ganized ¢ Laborioug mental exercise is
healthy, uniless it be made anxious by neces-
sary or unnecessary difficulties.  Regular
mental labor is best caried on by introducing
into it some vuriety. New work gives time
for repair better than an attempt at complete
rest, since the active mind finds it impossible
to evade its particular work unless its activ-
ity be diverted into some mew channel”
Business and professional men wear out their
hearts by acquiring habits of express-train
haste, which a little attention to method
would render unnecessary.

‘coming, which some

We speak now of the heart-breaking effect
of passion; and first of anger. A man is
said to be “red” or “white” with rage. In
using these expressions we are physiologic-
ally speaking of the nervous condition of the
minute civeulation of the man’s blood. ¢ Red ”
rage means partial paralysis of minute ‘blood-
vessels, and «“ white” rage meuns temporary
suspension of the action of the prime mover
of the circulation itself, —But sueh disturb-
ances cannot often be produced without the
occurrence of permanent organic evils of the
vital organs, especially of the keart and
brain.

Envy, hatred, and all uncharitableness, ex-
ercise almost as destructive an influence on a
man’s physical nature, and particularly wpon
the heart, as they do upon his moral charac-
ter. To say that ‘“sorrows grieve the heart”
is more than & metaphor. Cromwell hears
that his son is dead, and * it went clean to oy
heart, that did,” is hig physiologically eorrect
deseription of his experience. Whencver,
from undue excitement of any kind, the pas-
sions are permitted to overrule the reason,
the result is disease; the heart empties itself
into the brain; the brain is stricken, and both
are ruined.—Chambers Journal.

THE PROPHECIES.

MAaNyY say the prophecies should not be in-
terpreted literally, but “gpiritvally,” and
especially those that refer to Christ’s second

g, say is at ““ death,” others
at “conversion.” If the prophecies concern-
ing his second coming are to be tnken spirit-
ually, how can you condemn the Jows for re-
jecting Christ at his first coming, which was
in such literal fulfillment of prophecy? This
is not consistent, and while we believe Luke
1:31 to be literally true, let us likewise be-
lieve verses 32 and 33. Luke 1:31-33:
* And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call
his name Jesus. He ghall be great, and shall
be called the Son of the Highest, and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of
bis father David ; and he shall reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom.
there shall be no end.”

The inconsistency of interpreting verse 31
literally and spiritualizing verses 32 and 33
is clearly illustrated by the following account
of a conversation between a Christian minis-
ter and & Jew. Opening a New Testament
at Luke 1:32, the Jew asked, “ Do you be-
lieve that what is here written will be liter-
ally accomplished, ‘The Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David ; and
he shall reign over the house of Jacob for-
ever’?” ¢I do not,” answered the clergy-
man, ‘“but rather take it to be figurative
language, descriptive of Christ’s reign over the
church.” *Then,” replied the Jew, * neither
do I believe literally the words preceding,
which say that this Son of David should be
born of a virgin ; but I take them to be merely
a figurative manner of deseribing the remark-
able character for purity of him who is the
subject of prophecy.” ¢ But why,” continued
the Jew, “do you refuse to believe literally
the.32d and 33d verses, while you believe the
far more incredible statement of verse 3117
“I believe it,” replied the clergy®an, - “ be-
cause it is a fact.” “Ah!” exclaimed the
Jew with an inexpressible air of scorn and
trinmph, ““you believe Seripture because it is
a fact, I believe it because it is the word of
God.”

And now, dear reader, was not the argu-
meut of the Jew candid and forcible? Think
of the many prophecies descriptive of the
M essiah which we have seen literally fulfilled,
and upon which we rest the proof of our hope
of salvation. The following are prophecies
concerning his first coming —

The Messiah wag to be born of a virgin,
Isa. 7:14; at Bethlehem. Micah 5:2. He
was to be called out of Egypt. Hosea 11 :1,
He was to be preceded by a messenger, John,
Malachi 3:1. The Spirit of God was to rest
upon him. TIsa. 11:2. Hisentry into Jeru-
salem was predicted. Zech 9:9. Hewas to
be betrayed by a friend. Ps. 41:9; 55:12-
14, His disciples were to forsake him,
Zech, 13:7. He was to be sold for thirty
pieces of silver. Zech. 11:12. The potter’s
field was to be bought with the money paid
for his betrayal. Zech. 11:13. He was to
be spit upon and scourged. Isa, 50:6. Not
one of his bones was to be broken. Ex. 12:
46; Ps. 34:20. He was to be given gall for
his meat, and vinegar to drink. Ps. 69:21.
His hands and feet were to be pierced. Ps.
22.16. His garments were to be parted, and
for his vesture lots were to be cast. -Ps. 22:
18. He was to endure poverty, suflering,
and death patiently. Isa. 53.

All these predictions were literally fulfilled
when Christ came, Do not, then, reject the
literal fulfil ment of those numerous prophe-
cies which describe his fature coming, and his



FEn. 20, 1879.]

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

59

glorious reign upon the earth; viz, that he
shall come himself, 1 Thess. 4:16:; that he
shall descend from Heaven with a shout, 1
Thess. 4:16; that the dead will hear his
voice, John 5:28; that the raised and
changed believers will be caught up to meet
him in the air, 1 Thess. 4:17; that he will
receive us unto himself, John 14:3; that he
will come to the earth again, Acts 1:11; that
he will come bodily, Acts 1:11; that he will
be revealed in flaming fire, 2 Thess. 1:8;
that he will come in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory, Mats, 24 :30, 31;
that he will stand upon the earth, Job 19:25;
that every eye shall see him, Rev. 1:7; that
be shall sit in his throne, Matt, 25 : 31-34;
that the people of the earth will not be pre-
pared to meet him, Rev. 6:14, 17; that his
church, a chosen few, will be prepared, 1
Thess. 5:4 ; that his throne will be upon the
earth, Jer, 23:5, 6; that he will have a king-
dom, Dan, 7 :13, 14, and rule over it with his
saints, Dan. 7 :18, 22, 27; Rev. 5:10; that
the kingdoms of this world shall become his
kingdom, Zech. 9:10; Rev. 11:15; that
every knee shall bow to him, Tsa. 45:23;
that hig throne shall be in Jerusalem, Jer.
3:17; Tsa. 33:20, 21; then the wilderness
will be a fruitful field, Isa. 32:15; and the
desert will blossom as the rose, Isa. 35:1, 2.

‘We might mention many other predictions,
but surely there is no symbolism in these
pluin prophecies which gives us any author-
1ty to “spiritualize” them; rather let us ex-
pect that these will be as literally fulfilled as
were the others at his first coming.

Again, the second coming of Christ is not
at death. Jesus makes a clear distinction be-
tween death and his coming in John 21. He
told Peter how hg should die, and then,
speaking of John, he said, “If T will that he
tarry till' I come, what is that to thee 4’ And.
from this remark the disciples understood and
reported that John should not die.

Death is an enemy. 1 Cor, 15:26. - At
Christ’s coming the dead are raised, and shout
victory over death and the grave, ¢ O death,
where is thy sting? O grave [hades], where is’
thy victory?” 1 Cor, 15:23, 54, 55. If we
are faithful unto death, we are promised a
crown of life, Rev. 2:10; but we do not re-
ceive it until Jesus comes. 2 Tim, 4:8; 1
Pet. 5:4. Nothing is promised: us at death
except to beat rest, Rev. 14 :13; Job 14:6,
13, 14 ; but we are promised all things at the
resurrection, when Jesus comes. . Luke 14:]
14; Rom, 8:32; 1 Cor 15:23.." Paul’s.great
hope was that he might be accounted worthy
to appear at the resurvection' of the just.:
Phil. 3:11. He did not want to be un-
clothed by death, 2 Cor. 5:4; but clothed
upon. by the resurrection. 2 Cor. 5:4; 1
Cor, 14 .53, 54, And when the time for his
departure had come, he expected, as a reward
for his faithful service, t® receive his crown

* when Christ should come to reward ¢/ those.

who love his appearing. 2 Tim. 4:6-8..

The grandest fact in history is that Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory, has been in thig
world. The most important fact of the pres-
ent is that he is now in Heaven, making in-
tercession for us. Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34.
And the greatest prophesied event of the fu-
ture is that he is coming again, .

These three appearings are beautifully set
forth in the 9th of Hebrews, First, he ap-
pears upon earth “to put awuay sin by the sac-
rifice of himself,” verse 26; then he enters
“into Heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us,” verse 24 ; “and unto
them that look for him shall he appear the
gecond time without sin unto salvation.”
Verse 28, While he was here he said, “ It

is expedient for you that T go away.” John|

16:7. He said, “I go to prepare a place for
yow.” But he promised, “If T go and pre-
pare a place for you, I will come again, and
receive’ you unto myself, that' where I am,
there ye may be also.” John 14:2, 3. He
gave us this promise as our hope and comfort
while he is away, “aund he that hath this
hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.” Scorr KiLcore.

FEARFUL WASTE. 5.

In 1794, with a view of raising public rev-
enue, the United States Congress recognized
and taxed the liquor traffic. From that titne
till the close of 1873, the beginning of the
Woman’s Temperance Crusade, the liquor
business of the country gradually increased,
till in that year the annual drink bill of the
nation had reached the enormous sum of over
$600,000,000.

‘We can hardly comprehend a sum s0 vast.
Many of us never had one million of dollars:
in all our lives, and so cannot well compre-
hend how much six hundred million is;
but we must try to count out the money, |
Suppose that this $ 600,000,0Q0 was yours to
invest, and you should buy flour with it at!

 the

$6 a barrel. If you should load this flour!

into wagons—ten barrels in each wagon—
and start the procession on a roadway, crowd-
ing two hundred wagons into each mile, the
train of wagons would extend twice around
the world ; the procession would be 50,000
miles long,

And yet such is the obliquity of their vis-
ion that statesman cannot see this fearful
wagte. Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, account.
ing for the bard times, says that in the three
years, 1871, 72, and '73, there were built in
the United States 19,398 miles of railroad.
Bat if we had the amount that passes over
the liguor dealers’ counters each year, we
could build twenty thousand miles of railroad
and stock the whole line each year.

Mr. Grow, speculating as to the causes of
hard times, and with enough of the old Adam
in him to try, as did his distinguished prede-
cessor, to throw the blame on woman, savs
that, “in the three years preceding 1873,
there were imported $ 98,432,165 worth of
silks, which, to the consumer, would amount
to not less than $ 200,000,000.” Two hun-
dred millions of dollars in three years scems
to us women 4 small sum as compared with
the drink bill in those years, which was over
one billion eight hundred million. It is as-

tonighing that Mr. Grow and other statesmen

can see the little sums, and pass by the larger
ones,

~ But this is not all. The honest, hard-
working people are taxed to support the thou-
sands made paupers and criminals by this traf-
fic. © Nearly two-thirds of the amount col-
lected in the shape of taxes is expended to
take care of the results of the liquor traffic.
Add two-thirds of the taxes to the $600,000,-

000.

The amount raised annually by taxation
upon the people in several of the principal
cities is as follows :—

NOW YOrK.uus o vnreeeeennannnnenen $353,000,000
BOSEON (vuiriiieiiierei i eriarseans 10,000,000
Cineinnabi covvvaveiieniiveroinenenns 3,000,000
Philadelphia .. .oovvieiiiineinninienss 12,080,000
CBICAZO cvvveiivnnsansarvenennsones 4,000,000
New Orleans..oeeveen cvvennnanneanss 1,800,000
Balimore coveerrrieveenenecenanencns 4,100,000
Claveland, .. cvuviiiiiernrnneneennnsns 1,800,000

With these facts and figures before us, is it
any wonder we have hard times %—Christion
Woman.

CAN SAINTS APOSTATIZE ?
ELD. 8. O3BORN.
© TaE doctrine of the final perseverance of
saints, or the impossibility of apostatiz-
as tdught by Richard Beard, D. D., Pro-

m

JRg ;
fessor of BSystematic Theology in Cumber-

land - University, Lebanon, Tenn., is based
upon the fact that Christ is the Christian’s
“ Advocate and Intercessor.” ¢ Lectures on
Theology,” vol. ii., pp. 486,488, Hesays :—

¢ As Christ loved the sinner so much as to
suffer and die for him, he loves the Christian
inconceivably more, and will not suffer him
to.be finally lost.”

Now while all Christians can agree with
the first part of the proposition as above ex-
pressed, all cannot so readily agree with the
coniclusions aud deductions drawn therefrom,
For if Christ’s love for the Christian is so
great that it will forbid the possibility of
apostasy, why not forbid the possibility of
backsliding or sinning at all? Certainly the
backslidden state of the Christian is not so
agreeable, nor sin comumitted by him so nec-
essary to his spiribual growth, that Christ
could allow it on this ground. Neither does
the Suviour take any pleasure in sin at all.
Then I ask again, Why does not the unbound-
ed love of Christ forbid sin in any form in the
Christian ¢

This seems to me to destroy ab once the
very idea of the final perseverance of the
gaints, Tt is replied, “ This will destroy the
free agency of man.” I answer, Would it
not destroy free agency just as much to turn
his will to keep him from a final fall, as to
prevent him from sinning at all? It suvely
would.

To support the above proposition many
texty are adduced. We will examine the
leading ones. .

Rom.8:32-35: ““Hethatspared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things? Who
shall lay anythic g (o the charge of God’s elect ?
It is God that justifieth, Who is he that condemn-
eth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is ris-
et again, who is even at the right band of God. who
also maketh intercession for us. Who shall sepa-
rite us from the love of Christ? sball tribulalion,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword ?”’

This text is triumphantly quoted to sustain
the foregoing theory. The first point they
make is, that the love of Christ is so great that

{ nione of these things can separate his love from

us ; second, that none of these things can
separate us from the love of God, ete. It is
evident that if Christ’s love will not be sepa-
iavted from us, nor ours from him, we can nev-
er fall; but is this true in an unconditional

sense ! We can learn something on this from
the connection. Notice the contrast Paul
draws between the carnal and the spiritual
mind. Versel states that * there is therefore
now no condemnution to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh
but after the Spirit.” Verse 4 states the
same in substance. Verse 9 states the reagon
they are not in the flesh. It is because the
Spirit of God dwells in them. Next he says,
“If any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
ke is none of his,”

But it is asserted that the once truly con-
verted man wil{ always have Christ’s Spirit.
Let Paul answer. Verse 13: “For if ye
live after the flesh, ye shall die; butif ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live.” Notice the condiiion.
Read also 2 John 8,9 : “Look to yourselves
that we lose not those things which we have
gained [margin,] but that we receive a full
reward.” Whosoever transgresseth, and abid-
eth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he
hath both the Father and the Son.”

It is still asserted that they will abide. Then
we ask what sense there would be in the cau-
tion. It reminds me of the man who left his
infant child in his house and bolted and
barred every door, so that it was impossible
for him to get out, and then, looking in
through the crack of the door, said, Unless
you stay in there you will be devoured.

The same contrast is kept up to verse 38,
and then Paul says: “I am persuaded,” ete. ;
(that is, if we have the Spirit and walk in it)
none of these things will “separate us from
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.” Verse 39. Thus all depends
upon continual condition on our part.

John 10:27-29: ¢ My sheep hear my voice, and
I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto
them eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all ; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand.” .

This text is considered incontrovertible,
“The main points in it are these: 1. Sheep
(believers) hear the voice of the shepherd;
2. They follow him; 3. Thus following and
being obedient to him, they will never perish
nor destroy themselves; 4. No one shall
pluck them out of the Father’s (or the shep-
herd’s) hands.” p. 496, ‘

True, if every requirement thus named ig
complied with, they are safe. But this text
proves too much for our friends ; for it makes
no allowance for backsliding (and they say
the converted man can backslide) ; but if they
continue to follow Christ as the text contem-
plates, then surely they aresafe. Nowlet us
consider this carefully in the light of other
texts. John 1:11: “He came unto his own
[that is, his sheep], and his own received him
not.” Here it is stated that the Jews were
his own, but they would not receive him,
Now if the Jew, being Christ’s, fuils to
receive him, and thereby suffers rejection,
why not the Gentile too? They both
have the same natures. The same idea is
contained in Matt. 21:43. They were his
people sufficiently to have the kingdom, but
on account of their lack of fruits they were
rejected, and the kingdom was taken from
them. Again,John 6 :66: “ From that time
many of his diseiples werit back, and walked
no more with him.” Notice the following:
1. They were Christ's disciples, the same as
sheep ; 2. They walked with him for a time;
but the idea of eating the flesh and blood of
our Saviour, as taught in verses 53 and 54,
was too much for them, and they finally apos-
tatized ; for it is said they ““ walked no more

with him.,” This seem§ to me to be conclu-
sive on this point,
Job 17: 9: « The righteous also shall hold on his

way, and he that hath clean "hands shall be stron-
ger and stronger.”

The claim here put forth is that if a man is
once righteous, he will always remain so ; and
that if a man once hag clean hands, they will
never become dirty. How contrary this is
to the daily experience of every one, we all
very well know. But let Job himself decide
this matter. Job 9;30, 31: “If I wash my-
gelf with snow water, and make my hands
never so clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in
the ditch and mine own clothes shall abhor
me.” . This needs no comment. Again, Eze.
33:18: “ When the righteous turneth away
from his righteousness, and committeth inig-
uity, he shall even die thereby.” 'This shows
that they can turn from their righteousness,
and even dig in that condition. The facts
are, if the righteous continue to do their
duty, they will hold on; but failing to do
their duty, they will drift back so far as to
die and be lost,

John 4:183, 14 : <« Whosoever drinketh of this wa-
ter shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh of
the water that I shall give him. shall never ghirgp;
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him
a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”

| thoughts,

The point in this is, that the water that
Jesus gives will not be followed by thirst ;
but it is intended as a description of experi-
mental religion. “It is a well—a fountain
not affected by heat or drouth, but springing
up unto everlasting life.” p. 500.

We can agree with our author so far as
the agency of Christ is concerned. Bub to
make thig text help his theory, he must show
that once drinking is sufficient, and then that
Christ does the rest. This is so contrary to
facts and the faith of this people in other re-
spects, that he will not attempt it.

It seems that in all the texts brought for-
ward to support their theory, they overlook
the fact that they only describe the agency of
Heaven for the salvation of men ; that is con-
tinual and unceasing. God is “ not willing
that any should perish.” 2 Pet. 3 :9. Ience
Christ on his part withholds not a particle of
the water of life from any one that will drink
of it. Therefore these texts in the widest lati-
tude of meaning only half prove the point,

Ps. 94:14: “For the Lord will not cast off his
people, neither will he forsake his inheritance.”

This is like the rest. It is all on the part
of God alone. Right here let us look at the
agency of man in this matter. 2 Chron. 15:
2: «“ And he went out to meet Asa, and said
unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah,
and Benjamin. The Lord is with you,
while ye be with him; and if ye seek him,
he will be found of you; but if ye forsake
him, he will forsake you.” Again, 1 Chron,
28:9: “ And thou Solomon, my son, know
thou the God of thy fathers, and serve him
with a perfect heart, and with a willing
mind } for the Lord searcheth all hearts, and
understandeth all the imaginations of the
If thou seek him, he will be found
of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast
thee off forever.” This shows the other side.
It is a testimony that the child of God may
be finally lost.

(To be Continued.)

@uy Causkgl. .

< A little balm, and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, nuts
and almonds.”” Gen. 43:11.

CuARACTER dictates destiny.
REPENTANCE is8 the heart’s sorrow.

CueaTED men have long memories.
TuE worst of heresies is the lack of love.

Gop has his eye on your heart, and your
tongue cannot deceive him.

ProrLE look at your six days in the week.
to see what you mean on the seventh.

GExtus finds its own road, and carries its
own lamp,

Never find fault until it is perfectly cer-
tain that a fault has been committed. :

Tuar which could break a proud man’s
heart will not break a humble man’s sleep.

WE waste our time in moments, our money -
in dimes, and our happiness in trifles,

TuE elements of success are within a man,
but the chancés are outside of him,

In giving us Christ, God has given all
grace—a fullness of grace for all times and
seasons, if we have only faith to use it.

Tue force, the mass of character, mind,
heart, or soul, that a man can put into any
work, is the most important factor in that
work, . :

Ir infidelity succeeds in teaching a man
that he will die like a beast, it will at the
same time succeed in teaching him how to
live like ome.

A CLERGYMAN in Boston recently aroused
his sleepy audience by asserting in the most
positive manuer that, ““notwithstanding the
hard times, the wages of sin have not been
cut down one iota.”

THE BRAVE.

Tury are brave who dare to speak
For the fallen and the weak;
They are brave who dare to be

In the right with two ox three.

To do good to men, as God sends his rain
and sunshine alike upon the just and the un-
just; to look for what is good in them, as he
draws us by our nobler selves and blots out
our transgressions ; to pity what is bad, as—
while we were yet sinners—Christ died for us,
—these are the ways by which we may grow
to love one another as he loved us.

Dage to do right! dare to be true!
Keep the great judgment-seat always in view;
Look at your work as you'll look at it then,

Scanned by Jehovah, and angels, and men.

Dare to do right! dare to be true!

Cannot Omnipotence carry you through?
City, and mangion, and throne all iu s'lghb,
Can you not dare to be true, and be right?
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4 NEW DEPARTURE: W

Lovisviiie, Ky., is agitated “ovafl; the ques-
, tion of a better Sunday observance. It has

‘been thought heretofore by the friends of this
institution, that they could best uphold it by an
appeal to the religious element among the people,
* getting forth the day to be sacredly observed asa
divine institution, and bringing toits support
the sanction of the law of God. -Bué the agita-
tion of the Sabbath question during these later
years has largely dispelled this idea from candid
and thoughtful minds. ‘

A day concerning which Christ has left on rec-
ord not a single word; aday which cannot
show when, where, nor by what -means it was
made a Sabbath ; a day concerning which there
is in the Bible no law, commandment, exhort-
ation, or admonition, except to use it for secular
purposes ; a day never called in the New Testa-
ment by any sacred title; a day which cannot
show the first example of Sabbatical rest during
its hours by any divine being or inspired apos-
tip,——éuch a day does not do well to set up any
very high claim to a divine character, nor to
urge its own observance very strongly on relig-
ious grounds.

The people of Louisville seem to be aware of
this fact, and hence in the call for & mass-meet-
ing, which was to be held Feb. 10, ‘‘ for the pur-
pose of securing a better observance of our
weekly rest-day,” they say :—

With regard to the Sabbath as a religious in-
stitution, we purpose to do nothing whatever in
this meeting. We withdraw from the discussion
every religious question. Your attention will
be- called exclusively to the Sabbath as a civil
institution—a day of rest from labor and public
amusement—set apart for that purpose by the
immemorial usage of the American people and
the laws of the land.

To make this clear distinction, and put the
first day of the week on a civil and not a relig-
ious basis, is a step in the right direction so far
as it relates to the Sabbath controversy. It will
be something to have this great fact acknowl-
edged, that there is no religious element in it,
but that it is an arrangement made by man
alone, and resting on the same basis as any
other legislative enactment. But this does not
make it a Sabbath. This does not alter the re-
quirements of God’s law, nor do away with his
Sabbath.

Only on the ground of being a civil institu-
tion can Sunday claim legal support. Those
who called the mass meeting above mentioned,
pay, ‘‘We seek no new legislation.” But we
apprehend that in nearly all, if not all, the
States, Sunday legislation recognizes the day
either as ‘‘the Lord’s day,” which it is not, or
as ‘‘the Christian Sabbath,” which it likewise
is not. This should be so changed as to elimi-
nate the falsehood, and show that Sunday is
only.such a day of rest as the people are able to
make it, and that it is such a day solely and
alone because they make it so,

TEMPERANCE—SECRECY.

THE question is sometimes asked us whether
we consider it advisable for a person to join a
secret temperance society. We are so much in
favor of pushing on the cause of temperance in
any and every permissible way, that we would

be willing to “ stretch a point™ to its utmost |

limit if good could thereby be accomplished.
But we have always regretted that the element
of secrecy has in any degree been fostered in the
temperance movement. We can see no reason
for it, no good in it, no end to be ‘gained by it.
What is there about this movement that should
be covered from the public gaze? What reason
is there to conceal anything ? Why work in the
dark? If the deeds are good, why mwot let
them be known? If they are evil, they should
not be encouraged.

Mark : we do not say that there is anything
evil in the secret lodge ; we do not say that
these societies have not done a great deal of
good, for they certainly have ; but it is our firm
conviction that the same amount of effort nec-
essary to form and maintain these societies
would have accomplished many times the amount
of good if it had been put forth, not in darkness
and secrecy, but in the light of, day. There-

fore, while we advise all to work with their

wight in behalf of temperance, we cannot ad-
vise them to half paralyze their éfforts and ex-

posé their good to be evil spoken of by entering
intoi these organizations. Do what you do, not
6 be seen of men, but do not do it as though
yowwére afraid to be seen of men.

COMMUNISH.

' FroM a sermon by T. De Witt Talmage, pub-
lished in the Advance of Jan. 9, 1879, we take
the following statement concerning the origin,
the different forms, and the nature of Commun-
ism :—

Communism was born in France, April 10,
1792. It was born again in France, March 18,
1871, It invaded Germany in 1844, and was
called * socialism.” Trouble arising among the
Silesian weavers about their wages, it was sup-
posed ‘that socialism would cure the trouble,
It invaded England in 1862, and was called the
‘¢ Intérnational Party,” and it has come to this
country under various titles, and unless our

American people find out its true character, the

time will comie when it will build barricades
across the streets of New York, and Brooklyn,
and Boston, and New Orleans, and all the
streets of our great American cities will run red
with the blood of our best citizens. I can tell
you its true character. Instead of being the
friend of the workingmen, it is their worst foe.
I arraign it to-day, not only as the worst foe of
the workingman, but as the robber, the de-
spoiler, and the murderer of nations. Robes-
pierre, Danton, and Marat projected it. The
party in France was called the Committee of
Public Safety, the National Guard, the Moun-
tain because of the elevated seats in which they
sat in convention., On the night between the
9th and 10th of August, 1792, suddenly the
bells of Paris rang, and indiscriminate whole-
sale cut-throatery began. The depraved people
of the city marched up to the Tuileries, took it,
captured the prisons, took off the heads of 1,500
people that were incarcerated, guillotined the
king, throwing his body into a trench and cov-
ering it with quicklime, so that no future fu-
neral ceremony might be expected ; after the
sham trial of beautiful Marie Antoinette, they
rolled her head into the sawdust; and without
any opportunity of appeal or trial, they arrested
and put to death all those who were suspected
of being friendly to law, and order, and govern-
ment, ~Communism ruled the hour i assassin-
ation.
V7

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Ep. Review : The statement is made by one A, T.
Call,_that a 8. D. Adventist held a tent meeting in
Delhi; Michigav, last season, and held a discussion
in the Preshyterian church for three successive even-
ings with a young student by the name of Wm. Rise,
‘and thet in the last evening he admitted that Mr. Rise
was miore than a match for him on a seriptural discus-
sion. Who was that Adventist?

E. R. ELLExwoop.

Axs. No 8. D. Adventist that we know of
ever held a tent-meeting in Delhi, certainly no
one the past season. Brn, D. H, Lamson and
M. E. Cornell held a meeting in Delta Oct. 21
to Dec. 13, 1870, but there was no discussion,
nor any of the circumstances mentioned above.
Pass it over to Rev. 22:15.

Will you explain Mark 7 : 15, 18, 19, and harmonize
with it the custom of 8.°D. Adventists in making the
use of tohacco a test of fellowsbip. B R. %

Ans. We presume ous correspondent asks
this at the suggestion of some inveterate to-
baceo-user, who would fain sustain himself in
his filthy and degrading habit by a perversion
of the words of the Lord of temperance and
purity himself, But these words are against
him. They cannot be even perverted to the
support of such a practice. If a person is dis-
posed to give a rigidly literal interpretation to
the words which speak of those things which
enter into a man, let him interpret verse 20 in
the same way : ‘‘ That which cometh out of the
man, that defileth the man.” Does not the to-
baceo-user see that he cannot use this text?
Does he not see that if is not half so good a text
for tobacco as it is for whisky? For is not the
tobacco mostly ejected from the mouth? Isany
one 8o besotted as to swallow it? Does it not,
then, come out of the man? And according to
his fearfully literal construction, is he not defiled
thereby ?

If an explanation of the passage is required it

i3 only necessary to say that Christ is evidently

rebuking the ceremonial serupulousness of the
Jews, who were continually washing their hands,
cups, and platters, and straining out gnats, lest
they should partake of some visible or invisible
mite, ag food, which might be unclean according
to the ceremonial law. And while they were so
scrupulous in this respect, their hearts were full
of 'evil thoughts, thefts, covetousness, etec.
Christ says that it is by these they were defiled,
not by the former.

Lo

SN

“THE SECOND ADVENT.”

UNDER this title, which is in perfect harmony
with numerous expressions of Secripture, a
writer in the Buffalo Christian 4 dvocate presents
views which are very much at variance with his
chosen title. A second implies a first while it
doés not disprove a third, but there can be but

.ONe second in any series of events. The sacred
writers would have the Christian church look
for a second advent of Christ. Says Paul,
¢ 8o Ohrist was once offered to bear the sins of
many ; and unto them that look for him he shall
appear the second time without sin unto salva-
tion.” Christ had once appeared to men, and
he is to appear a second time to those who look
for him according to the promise, *“ I will come
again, and receive you to myself.” Again sig-
nifies once more, or a second time.

But this writer, after referring to several in-
stances of the Lord’s appearing to his disciples
in vision, proceeds to the following expressions :
““The *coming’ seems a matter of course, a
common occurrence, a stated feature of the dis-
pensation,” ‘““He did ‘come in the glory of
his Father,” and has not ceased to come, His
promise is sure, and in the recorded fulfillments
we have a revelation of what is yet to come, A
notable instance of his advent was to John on
the Isle of Patmos.” He inquires, ‘‘ Was this
the only coming of the Lord to the *beloved
disciple’? The whole character of Christ, and
the current of the gospel, forces the conviction
that it was merely one of many; a representa-
tive occurrence, illustrating the certainty and
mode of advent, which began soon after the de-
scent of the Spirit, and is to continue to the final
catastrophe, at the end; a personal coming fo
spiritual vision,” .

‘What does all this mean 1 How many second
advents are there ¥ 'What is the final catastro-
phe of which he speaks? and in what relation
to other events is it to come?

Speaking of the disciples when they saw the
Lord ascend from the Mount of Olives, our wri-
ter says, ‘¢ Still they hoped to se¢ him again,
and stood gazing, when two angels came to say,
‘This same Jesus, who is taken up from you
into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into Heaven.” This agreed
perfectly with the promise, ‘ Lo, I am with you
alway, even to the end of the world.” How
could he be present with them, if he did not
come ?”

The promise to the apostles and the church,
that he would not leave them, but be with them
alway, to the end of the world, by his Spirit, is
made, by this writer, to agree perfectly with the
promise that, though he was about to leave
them and go to the Father, he would come.
again and take them to himself, or the assur-
ance to the disciples by the angels, that ‘¢ this
this same Jesus shall so come in like manner.”
What a good thing it is that we have the Bible,
and that the poor have the gospel preached to
them ! If they depended upon such expositors,

they might well be pitied.
R. F. CorTRELL,

o
THE DEVIL'S IRON WEDGE. '
~ [Republished by request.]

Saran is no fool; he is a good mechanic,
Long experience has taught him just what kind
of tools to use. A small, sharp, iron wedge is a
great favorite with him.

Probably most of our readers know how to
split rails. It is a trade, like anything else.
An experienced man can split the toughest log,
one which the green hand would pronounce a
hard case, impossible to split. I have split a
great many rails in Western New York. Let
me describe the process. Here lies a white
oak log, ten feet long, two feet through, gnarled,
winding, and tough. It looks like a hopeless
job to lay that out into rails; nevertheless it
can be done. The old log lies there, and laughs
in your face, and says, * Touch me if you dare ;
take the rails out of here if you can.” And the
rails say, ¢ See how united we are, see how we
stick together, see how we love each other. Di-
vide us? no, never. We are not at all afraid of
that.”” But the old rail-splitter walks around it,
looks it all over, and deliberately lays his plans,
and goes at it.

Reader, how do you suppose he commences?
Does he begin with a large, clumsy, wooden
wedge, trying to drive that in first ¢ He might
try forever without success, There lies an iron
wedge ; he takes that up. How does he use it ?
Does he commence by trying to drive it in the
largest end first? Oh! no ; he would not suc-
ceed very well that way. No, sir; the first
thing he does is to take his little, light, sharp-
edged ax, and strike a few blows marking out
where he wants the log to split. The ax does
not penetrate an inch deep, and bounds out
quickly ; and the old log sneers at the futile at-
tempt. But the woodman knows that he has
made a beginning, Now he looks around, and
finds his smallest, brightest, and sharpest little
iron wedge. He places the sharp point of this
in one of the little gashes made by the still
sharper ax. The rails, however, lie there very

quiet and unconcerned. They say,  What
does that little thing amount to? Suppose, Mr.
Woodman, you get that little wedge clear in, it
wont amount to much ; that will never split this
great log, and divide us, and get us separated.”
But the rail-splitter views the matter differently.
So he lifts his maul, and lays on blow after blow
till the little wedge is entirely buried in the end.
Not much of an opening has been made, just a.
little crack a few inches deep. But that is a be-
ginning. He follows this up now with a larger
iron wedge placed in the opening made by the
little sharp-edged tool. Again he lifts the maul
—listen ! crack, snap, go the splinters, and soon
you have an opening an inch and a half wide
and perhaps two feet deep or more.

Now the old log begins to groan. It did not
care anything about the strokes of the little ax,
nor the work of the small wedge ; but this large
wedge troubles it some. But the work does not
end here.” The rail-splitter now brings forth a
large wooden wedge. He inserts the blunt end
of this clumsy ool into the opening made by the
smaller wedges. Now listen; crack, suap,
twing—see how very rapidly that rent grows in
the old log! Tt creeps along down the sides and
into the heart, while every splinter cries out in
alarm, ¢ What ghall be done ? Let us out with
that big wedge, or we are ruined.” But it is too
late now. A still larger wedge follows each pre-
ceding one, till finally twenty rails lie there each
one separate from the other.

Now let us transfer this to the church. The
devil’s work is to separate the members one
from the other, as a man separates a log into
rails, But how is this to be done? Look at
that little church just bropght into the truth.
They are all rejoicing in the light, and happy in
the Lord and in each other’s confidence. 'They
love to associate together, to pray and talk and
sing together. It is the delight of their lives.
They are perfectly united. They feel as though
nothing could ever separate them. But the
devil has succeeded so many times that he never
despairs of even the most united church. But
where shall he commence? How shall he get
his wedge in? He knows it is useless to com-
mence with some great affair. It would be im-~ .
possible for him to get these brethren or sisters
into a real hand to hand fight. No; they
would be frightened at the very idea. He could
not get one of them to steal from another,” They
would never think of it. He knows that he
must commence with some small matter. Like
the rail-splitter, he must begin with his smallest
and brightest iron wedge.

The devil looks the church all over, and stud-
ies each member carefully. Pretty soon he finds
his tool. Quite generally it is that little,
smooth-tongued, talkative sister. He watches.
Now he prompts her to commence tattling a lit-
tle, or surmising or magnifying some small
thing. Then he finds another tool in some silly
one who will run and carry this to another mem-
ber. There! the work has begun. The devil
has got his little iron wedge in; but now it raust
not be left there. It must be driven clear in.
So he induces every member that comes along
to take up the maul and hit it a blow. At every
stroke it enters deeper. The work is now en-
couragingly begun. Now the devil is ready for
something larger. He soon finds occasion to
follow up this little opening with a more grave
matter, A larger wedge is put in.

Now the members forget the other affair, and
turn their attention to pounding this wedge, and
in it goes, deeper and deeper. Now the church
is in trouble. 1t begins to groan and sigh and
shed tears, while the devil laughs. But he does.
not let it rest there. He must keep following it
up. By this time he has managed to provoke
some one to say some very harsh thing of an-
other. All right, this is just what he wanted.
This is his big wooden wedge. He puts that in
the rent, and now sets every one lustily to maul-
ing this, when the work is done. Like the old
oak log, the church now lies split right in two.
The balance of the work is easy. It is a small
matter now to split them up into factions,

My brother, my sister, is your church in trial ¢
How did it come about? The devil did it, of
courge, but who was his tool? He could not
have done it without his little iron wedge.
‘Where did he find that? Have you unwittingly
submitted yourself to do this work of Satan?
Are you the devil’s iron wedge? ,

D. M. CanricaT.

Tury tell us that any one day of rest aftew
six days of labor is all that the Sabbath com-

mandment requires, If this is so, we shall cer-
tainly be safe and shall not fall from grace, if

we keep the day named in the commandment,
the seventh day.



" for something better than this world can give.

‘thee.”

Fep. 20, 1879.]
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THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

BROKEN VOWS, AND BACKSLIDINZ?.

Ix this age of backsliding it would be well for
us to consider the causes which lead o it. . No
doubt these are very many. A backslidden
state is one of the most dangerous into which
humanity can fall. The sinner who has never
tasted and found the Lord precious can often be
more easily aroused to a sense of his danger than
the cold backslider. The heart becomes callous
and unfeeling through backsliding. The more we
backslide the greater the effort required on
our part to arouse, and the less feeling we have
to seek God. Our ears become dull of hearing,
our eyes sleepy, and our hearts worldly and
gross, and religion loses its charms for us. We
have a name to live, but we are spiritually dead.
The religious world is largely in this condition,
And, alas that we are forced to say it! thou-
sands of Seventh-day Adventists are in the same
state. ’

A state of backsliding is a most wretched
state in which to live. The non-professor may
possibly find some pleasures in ‘the world which
afford a momentary gratification, though they
are but little more satisfactory than the apples
of Sodom, which, though beautiful without, are
ashes within. Such pleasures never can satisfy
the aching void in the human soul, which longs

The true Christian who lives in the enjoyment
of God’s blessing has sweet peace of mind most
precious indeed. He enjoys religion. Tlove that
phrase, it iy so expressive. The apostle ex-
presses it most forcibly when he speaks of that
“peace of God which passeth all understand-
ing,” The Christian living in the light has the
promise, of God’s blessing in this world, and of
a glorious home in the world to come.

But the poor backslider, what happiness can
he find? He knows something of the blessed-
ness of religion, but has lost it. He lives in
condemnation. A weight of sadness drags at
his heart. He looks with longing at worldly
pleasures, but hardly dares to enjoy them, and
if he tries to do so condemnation seizes his soul.
All his religious duties are drudgery to him, .
and yet he dares not wholly neglect them. He.
tries to keep up a show of religion to satisfy his
conscience and meet the expectations of others.
At times his soul hungers for something better,
but he does not find within himself the energy
necessary to reach it. He is like a man on ¢
fence dreading to jump elther way, and afraid
to remain, A sad and wretched life is that of:
the backslider, and may God pity those who
are living it.

God often seems to leave men who have
grieved his Spirit away in this condition a long
time, to teach them an important lesson. He
wants them to reach a higher platform, a more
noble Christian life, and leaves them to feel the
wretchedness of backsliding till they will see
the need of God’s special help, and plead with,
him mightily for it. If they really do this, he.
will set their feet in a large place, and fill their
hearts with courage and joy:

It would be profitable for all backsliders to
consider carefully the causes which have brought
them into this sad condition. Broken vows, no
doubt, would be found one potent cause of it.
A vow is a solemn promise made to God, or in
reference to something we will do in his service.
or for his cause. It is surprising how little re-
gard many professing Christians show for the
promises made to God; many seem never to
think of them afterward. Such have read
what the Secriptures say concerning vows with
little attention. Let us consider some of the
texts bearing on this subject. ‘“If a man vow
a vow unto, the Lord, . . . he shall not break
his word, he shall do according to all that pro-
ceodeth out of his mouth.,”’ Num. 30:2. And
so sacred were vows regarded that if children
or wives made them, and fathers or husbands
knew of it and made no objection, they them-
selves as well as the others were bound by them,
So the connection shows. “‘When thou shalt
vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou shalt
not slack to pay it; for the Lord thy God will
surely require it of thee ; and it would be sin in
““That which is gone out of thy lips
thou shalt keep and perform.” Deut. 23:21,
23.

When we consider the many solemn promises
which are made to God and broken with Tittle
thought, is it any wonder souls are stained with
sin and God’s Spirit is withdrawn, till they are
left for long periods in darkness and discourage-
ment? Is there not a cauge? And how could
God give his Spirit to t;iose who look upon
their promises with so little care? He Would be
leading them to their own®ruin should he be-
stow it under such circumstances, He with-

holds it till we see our sins and repent of them,

and it is best that he should, Here is a pre-
cious promise to those who pay their vows: ‘“Of-
fer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy vows

unto the Most High ; and call upon me in the
:day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
‘shalt glorify me.”
‘pleased to have us make vows if we keep them,
He makes this a stepping-stone o great bless-
‘ings.
Ps. 76:11.
“burnt-offerings ; I will pay thee my vows, which
my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken,

Ps. 50:14, 15. God is

¢ Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God.”
> y ¥y
“T will go into thy house with

when I was in trouble.” Ps. 66:13, 14, How

 few there are in this world who imitate this no-
'ble example.

They make solemn promises to
God when in trouble and distress. He hears

them, and gives them blessings, and prospers
-them. Then they forget all about their vows,

and wonder why barrenness of soul has over-
taken them. Mad they been faithful to carry
out these vows, they might have been full of
light, and strong in God. The only course God
can take to save such from final ruin is to leave
them in distress till they shall see the sinfulness
of such conduct, and repent of it heartily.
““When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer
not to pay it ; for he hath no pleasure in fools;
pay that which thou hast vowed. Better is it
that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou
shouldest vow and not pay. Suoffer not thy
mouth to cause thy flesh to sin ; neither say thou
before the angel that it was an error. Wherefore
should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy
the work of thine hands?’ Eccl. 5:4-6, This
is a remarkable testimony. The sacred writer
teaches that those who vow to God, and do not
regard their vows, are ‘“fools;” 7. e., they act
very foolishly ; they bring sin on themselves by
the words of their mouths; and the recording
angel, who makes a record of our words and acts,
records this transgression.
when we excuse ourselves in the presence of
the angel for this violation of our word, it canses
him to be angry at such a course ; it violates his
high idea of justice to see those who profess to
serve God pursue such a course,—a course which
may result in their destruction, and will stand
in the way of their prosperity. )
The same writer says, * It is a snare to the
man who devoureth that which is holy, and
after vows to make inquiry.” Prov. 20:25.
That is, after we have made a solemn promise
to God to do this or that, then to begin to ques-

] tion about it so as to avoid the performance of

what we agreed to do, is a snare to our soul,
—a snare of Satan into which many poor souls
have fallen, that will be lost forever. Godisa
God of truth. He hates lying, deception, and
falseness of every kind. When his professed
people so far forget themselves and so mistake
his character as to wholly disregard their sol-
emn promises, with the impression that God
cares very little for it, as little, perhaps, as they
themselves, thus concluding that God is such a
one as themselves, what can he do but with-
hold his blessing, or visit his judgments upon

1them to arouse these souls to a sense of the sin-

fulness of such conduct, and bring them to a
better course.

We cannot doubt that slackness in keeping
our promises is one great cause ofjbacksliding.
God never changes in his character ; hence all
he has said concerning our vows to him stands
just as it was written ages ago. But man is
very changeable. At times when the import-
ance of sacred things is set before the mind, he
promises to do such and such things for God,
and at the time he means it ; but other scenes
gsurround him, and his promise is forgotien,
This course is pursued over and over again,
God is very merciful ; he does not inflict chas-
tisement at once, and so this course results in a
slow process of hardening the heart, benumb-
ing the conscience, and perverting the mind, till
tenderness is banished from us. We are then,
in the full sense of the term, backsliders ; and
many times we wonder what is the cause of
our backsliding. Other causes may be numer-
ous, but here is one surely.

‘We neglect our promises made in meeting,
How many when they arise to speak commence
with a confession of living far from God, but
promise to live better lives, and be more faith-
ful. Such testimonies are good, if only lived up
to ; but how many speak them who never con-
gider them again till they speak the next time,
and then they say about the same thing. This
process must harden the conscience. We prom-
ise God in fimes-of affliction and distress of
mind, when we feel that we must have relief,
and God often brings peace o our souls, Then
we forget our sacred vows, How sad that we
should do so ; what blessings we might enjoy if

 we did not.

‘We neglect the vows we make to the cause,

It also teaches that -

our . B. pledges and pledges to various enter-
prises connected with this great work. It is a
cause of great regret that some among us pay
but little regard to what they pledge, but we are
glad that these are comparatively few. Such
will not prosper in the Lord, and we know they
do not usually prosper pecunisrily. —Why
should God bless them? Some, no doubt,
through disappointment, find it almost impossi-

ble to fulfill their promises, but such should

do the very best they can.

Some violate vows made to leave off wrong
habits, such as using tobacco or gratifying other
depraved appetites. I know some who for years
made solemn promises to quit such habits, who
returned to them like the ‘‘dog to his vomit,”
or the creature which was washed to the mire
again. And yet they seem to regard it as a
light matter. May God pity such, and rouse up
their consciences to vigorous action before they
shall be forever stilled into silence by the be-
numbing influence of narcotics. Such, indeed,
are to be pitied, and so is every one who falls
into a wrong course. But sins must be put
away, and our vows must be regarded.

This subject is a great one, too great for an
article like this. Nearly all of us have come
short in fulfilling the promises we have made to
God. Woe suffer a great want for this, the want
of God’s Spirit. We need a revival of genuine
religion, How it would quicken all our activi-
ties, open our hearts, and strengthen us in our
work., Let us look over our lives, take up the
stumbling-blocks we have left in our tracks,
“pay our vows to the Most High,” repent of
our sins, and strive for & higher conversion.

Gro. 1. BurLzs.

Appleton City, Mo., Feb, 5,
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THE CAUSE IN OLD SWEDEN.

ExTtrAcTs from letters from different parts of
Old Sweden show that the Spirit of the Lord is
at work upon the hearts of the people in that
land., A brother writes, Dec, 17, 1878, as fol-
lows: “T wish to express my thanks for the
Harold, which comes to us regularly. I inclose
money for the year 1879. May the Lord’s bless-
ing rest upon the sacrifices which our friends in
America have made for us. There are four here
who meet together on the Lord’s Sabbath, and
his blessing is with us.”

A brother in the northern part of Sweden
writes, Jan. 12, 1879: ‘T have received the
Harold four months, and have been much in-
structed on important truths. Thave accepted
the Lord’s Sabbath, There are some here who
would be glad to take the Harold, and I am in
hopes of obtaining some subscribers soon.”

Another writes : ‘T wish, with all my heart,
that some brother would come here to preach
the truth in its purity; for I believe there is a

large mission field in this vicinity.”

Another who lately embraced the truth writes :
I am now shut out of the Baptist church upon
the following confession: ‘The truths T have
embraced are in accordance with the Scriptures ;
T shall follow them, and do what I can to induce
others to embrace them.” When the chairman
of the meeting heard this, he said, ‘The church
cannot recommend such a member.” The Har-
old is liked by nearly all. It is sent from house
to house. T have obtained four subscribers, and
hope to get more. I have been out and deliv-
ered a few lectures.”

In another letter from the same brother he
says: T thank you for the books you sent.
Inclosed is money for the Harold. To-day I
have written to Eld. Matteson in Norway. It
will be a great satisfaction to get a letter from
him. During the present year I think there will
be an interest in Sweden to hear the truth.
The editor of the Evangelisi, a leading Baptist
paper, designs to publish articles on the Sabbath
question. The editor of Tidens Tecken, Signs of
the Times, I understand, has accepted the Sab-
bath, I have a desire to visit Eld. Matteson,
and act as colporteur for him,”

Other interesting letters showing progress
might be given. ’

Through Eld. Mafteson’s reports we have
seen what a great interest is now manifested in
Norway. 1In one report he says that the inter-
est in Norway is ten times greater than in Den-
mark, and it is said that in Sweden there is
still greater interest manifested. This fact, to-
gether with the encouraging letiers we from
time to time receive from persons who are be-
coming interested and embracing the truth
simply by reading the Harold, inspires us with
new courage and zeal to labor on in this good
cause.

In view of these impressive tokens, our faith
in the work of the third angel’s message grows
strouger, and we believe the day is not far dis-
tant when we shall see the Swedish cause rise to

success and prosperity. We are very thankful
to our American brethren for the interest they
have taken in us, and we would still humbly
plead for your prayers, benevolence, and hearty
o operation in this branch of this one grand
and glorious work.

May God bless the cause among the Swedes.

A, SWEDBERG.

. '
VIGILANT MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.

‘WE are surprised to notice the slow progress
made by our brethren in taking the Signsin
clubs, remailing them to the addresses of others,
and then writing to them in regard to the paper.
What led to the organization of vigilant socie-
ties was, first, the fact that the sisters would
more especially take the responsibility of seeing
that the papers were sent out, and thus they
would not be so likely to be laid upon the shelf
unused ; second, to develop talent which would
otherwise be of no use in the canse of God ; and
third, to thus place our reading matter before
thousands of families that otherwise would have
no knowledge of present truth, We here take
the liberty to insert a portion of a private let-
ter, dated Jan. 19, from a secretary of a vigil-
ant missionary society. This society is trust-
ing in God for monthly donations to pay for one
hundred and fifty copies of the Signs, Last
year they ventured on Geod’s promises for a
smaller amount. They first secure all they can
on the monthly installment plan, and when they
fail of means, they unitedly pray to God ; and
T understand that they have never yet been dis-
appointed in making their monthly payments.
The means comes in by donations, The follow-
ing is the letter :—

T know you will be interested to know of

the prosperity of the V. M. society. I am more

than happy to inform you that there is a com-
mendable zeal manifested on the part of all that
attend the meetings in sending out the Signs.
We have sent out our first two hundred and
seventy-five copies. I really believe that we
have undertaken the work this year in the fear
of God, more than ever before. We have ven-
tured out by faith. We believe God will help
us through. Tt is his work, and is it not safe:
to trust him to help us temporally, physically,
and spiritually ? The more I do, the more of
the blessing of the Lord I enjoy, and the better-
my health is.” (This sister had been given up
by physicians to die.)

After speaking of other matters she contin~
ues: ‘“Perhaps you would like to know how
many papers each one takes weekly.” Then fol-
low the names of fifteen sisters, which we omit,
but give the number they take respectively each
week, as follows : 50 copies, 30, 26, 12, 20, 18,
10, 7, 10, 5, 10, 10, 4, 4, 59. The one that
takes fifty-nine copies says :—

““ Probably there will be times when they can-
not take care of so mavy, and I have volun-
teered at such times to help them through. I
found a book to-day that contains the names of
hundreds of ladies and gentlemen, of all classes
and from all parts of the country. T feel sure
God is leading us. Already $5.50 has come in
outside of pledges. We are constantly pleading
with God to help us to means, I received a
card from a student in ——— University, N. C.,
stating thathe isinterested, and wants more pa-
pers. Another wants to know if we would like
to have him act as agent. He says several of
the students to whom I have sent the papers
like them. ~m— —— writes from , N. C.,
that he and one other brother were expelled
from the Baptist church in November for be-
lieving and preaching the seventh day Sabbath,
in consequence of which three others, veal
worthy individuals, came out and took hold of
the Sabbath with them. There is now a com-
pauny here who have organized a Sabbath-school,
and are using Bro. Bell’s ‘Lessons for Little
Ones.”” S. N. HASKELL.

DPULPIT KINDNESS. e ‘

Tue language of the sermon should always be
kind, During the preparation let the soul be
filled with love. Make no concealed or sharp
thrusts, intended to wound feelings or resent’
gome fancied insult, That may be the wisdom
of the serpent ; but not the harmlessness of  the
dove. I think it is Sir Francis de Sales who
says: ‘I would give one hundred serpents for
one dove,”’— Simpson.

-

ECONOMY VS. EXTRAVAGANCE.

EcoNoMY saves money, but that is not its
highest recommendation: it saves reputation,
health, and life. On the contrary, extravagance
sqnanders money on useless things, hurtful
indulgences, and health-destroying ‘luxuries,
hlights, reputation, and ends in premature
death. R, F O
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DUTIES,

'T1g good to do the Master’s will,
Though tears and sighs our lives may fill ;
No work or word of love is lost .
When given standing at our post.

Duty compels us oft to tread

Upon the thern and brier’s bed;

But weak and weary, torn and sad,
One smile from Jesus makes us glad.

No fear of foe, no dread of care,

Can make us ccase the cross to bear;
For soon in realms of blisg ‘we’ll be,
From every mortal care set free.

How can we falter by the way?
What answer can we give, oh, pray?
When such a sacrifice was given,

To purchase us & home in Heaven.

O Christian, think no more thy lot
Is hard to bear; thou hast forgot
Thy Saviour’s care, thy hopes most dear
Of Heaven, our home which is s0 near,
Mrs. M. F. Goutp.

Progress of the Gunss.

€ He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, ghall dnuhtleis
gome again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,”  Ps, 126:6,

J  CHRISTIANA, NORWAY. !

Ovur work in this place has called forth a great
deal of opposition. The whole clergy of the
Btate Church, including the bishop and the pro-
fessors of the State University, have arisen like
one man to crush this new doctrine. 'The Meth-
odists have commenced a most bitter attack ina
daily paper, besides writing in their own paper.
And other preachers hold meetings to discuss
the Sabbath and immortality questions, and to
counsel as to the best way of opposing and hin-
dering us.
and for want of room many go away at every
lecture. The number of our friends is increas-
ing. I bave never seen so great an inferest,
neither have I ever had such a strong opposition
to meet ; and there is as much need of using the
pen as the tongue. We have nine meetings
every week. ]

The second number of our small paper, Tider-
nes Tegn, has beeun printed.  About seven hun-
dred copies have been circulated in the city, and
we have two days in which to distribute more
before the next number is printed. I hope,
also, to get access to the daily papers, at least o
reply to the attacks.

This battle for the truth in Christiana is of the

reatest importance for the Scandinavian king-

.doms. If it is carried through s_\_gccgsgfu;}}yé we.

have gained a strong foothold in these northern
countries, and the influence will be felt through-
out, But if we loss here, we lose much. I1have
but a little strength, which is far from being
gufficient and proportionate to this great work.
T cry nnto God for belp, and he has ‘graciously
helped us hitherto. Yet we need more sancti-
fied talent to aid in the work, and some means.
May the Lord repember this part of the great
harvest field a,!sogl :

There have been but few meetings held among
our friends in Denmark this. month. The roads
have been impassable on account of snow.

JouN (. MATTESON.

Osterhausgaden 12, Jom. 20, 1879.
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Nova, Ashland Co.—Our church held a
meeting on New Year’s day, and pledged $9.00
for the Oakland, Cal., house. This is called the
Troy church. JorN BPRINKLE.

e e e AN

Wakeman, Huron Co., Feb. 11.-—Have
bad seven meetings. We have a good house,
good bell, and a good organ and player. The
attendance is not large ; but there is good at-

tention and some interest. I am alone,
H. A, 81, Jouw,

&

e e [}

East Norwalk.—Bro. H. A. 8t. John and
myself have just held a series of meetings in this
place in the church of the late Bld. Vail. Right
- signed the coveunant to keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus. We organized a
Bible-class, and made arrangements for Sabbath
meetings, Obtained thrée subscribers for the
REevicw, ten for all our periodicals, and sold
some books. We feel to praise the Lord, and
take courage. WM, BEErBE.

JENEESEERPHENSL I
b

Van Wert and Hamler.—The church at
Van Wert was raised up and organized by Bro.
H. A. St. John about a year and a half ago. - It
now consists of seventeen members, the most of
‘whom are firm in the truth. When Iild, Can-
right was here he spoke of the tithing system,
and made the duty of paying one-tenth of our
fncome to the Lord so plain that the entire
church, with one exception, entered into it
heartily, and have since been living up to the
light they received on the subject, ]

I have spoken five times at Hamler, in a small
meeting-house belonging to the citizens of the
place. The interest is increasing.

A, A. Biesrow, |
1

‘Corsica, Feb. 10.—Several valuable addi-
tions have been made to the canse of truth dar-
ing the past week. Those who have bégun to
keep the Sabbath are rediving new life. ' The
opposition is becoming very bitter, yet it is &ll
underhanded, The trath has beén making'sich

nroads into the best society here that by an tn-

Nevertheless the psople crowd in, |

derhianded effort we have been shut out of the

} hall, and we now have to hold our meetings in a

private honse. Last Sabbath one of the trustees
of the M. E. church took his stand for the truth,

| saying, ‘I must surrender myself to it.”

Last evening, as we were holding our last meet-

‘ ing in the hall, I introduced the subject of build-

ing a meeting-house, and in a few minutes we
had half enough pledged ; and before this reaches
the readers of the REvisw we expect to have
the other half, and begin work.

The Methodists are trying hard to get up a
‘revival, They are very strong here. Some-
body writes bitter things about us and our work
for the local papers, but our friends are ready
with their pens to reply. This is opening the
way for us to labor in many places around here.
Miles Grant’s work against the Sabbath and Sis-
ter White has been introduced. It is the great-
est bundle of falsehoods I have ever seen. . I
have reviewed it, and this has helped us much,
Every effort against the truth has been turned
into a victory for it. We are happy when we
gee souls turned from darkness to light. -

A. O. Burgin,

NEW YORK.
Pierrepont.—We held meetings here Feb.

1,2. The church seemed encouraged, and re-
solved to live nearer to God. Two joined them.
On the evening of Feb. 2, a church of nine

members was organized at South Pierrepont ;
others that could not be present will unite soon.
An elder and deacon were chosen and ordained ;
and the church adopted the tithing system. This
church will be known as the South Pierrepont
charch. The clerk’s address is Mrs, A, W,
Smith, Colton, St. Lawrence Co.

A, H. Hawr.

H. H. WiLcox.

MINNESOTA.
Winstead, McLeod Co., Feb. 5.—We com-

menced labor at this place Jan. 15. The inter-
est has increased as our work has progressed.
Seven kept last Sabbath, and as many more are
convinced. The interest continues, The large
school-house in which our meetings ave held is
often filled with attentive hearers.

H. W. Bascock,

E. A. Curris.

. e e
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Todd Co.~~From Dec. 13 to Feb. 4, I held
meetings with the brethren at Burnhamville.
The outside interest was small and prejudice
strong,

I am now holding meetings at Birch Dale,
Fuller’s school-house, with a good interest, and
an almost general turnount. Plenty of doors are
opened to me. Four Catholics attended meet-
ing -once, and expressed their feeling against
the truth by saying that that man should be
arrested. James 8. BrROwER.

LR

Maple Plain, Feb. 7.—A few here, we do
not know how many yet, have decided to obey
the truth. Prejudice has been bitter, and the
undercarrent of opposition strong. We were
drivenfrom the school-house after holding meet-
ings two weeks, but our friends hired a hall,
and there was no iaterruption of our meetings.
Have given the prophecies, the law, the Sab-
bath, and the messages. Our congregations have
been small, but are now on the increase. The
Lord has given strength and clearness, and we
think the spirit of inquiry is widening and deep-
ening.

Our courage is good, and our faith in the
message stronger than ever before. We be-
lieve the Lord will give some frait, and we labor

on in hope. D. P. Curris.
W. WALKER,
WISCONSIN. o

Little Prairie.—At our business meeting
Jan. 1, in addition to what we had before
pledged and paid, we pledged for the Taberna-
cle $14.00, for the Oakland house $20.25. For
the Tabernacle $6.40 was paid down, and for
the Oakland house $4 65.

Priny PorTER, Blder.

y 1Y
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Spring Lake, Pierce Co., Feb. 7.—~We
commenced to hold meetings in this vicinity
about the tirst of January. The attendance has
been good. Nine were keeping the Sabbath
when we came, and tifteen have been added to
that number, making twenty-four in all. The
interest is still good, and many are deciding.
Bro, E. B, Olive has joined me this week.

8. Funrow.

ILLINOIS.

Among the French.—Feb. 1 and 2, Mrs,
B. and myself attended Bro. G. W. Colcord’s
meetings in Kankakee for the Americans and
French. These meetings were profitable. A
V. M society was organized. ‘

Last Sabbath we were at St. Anne, and en-
joyed a sweet season in attending to the ordi-
nances. Several Americans were present. Two
were received as candidates for baptism. Here
also a V. M. society was organized.

T bave held two interesting meetings at Pap-
ineau, near St. Anne, where is a family of
French Sabbath-keepers. Am now giving a
short course of lectures among Americans and
French at Pitwood, eleven iniles from St. Anne.
Phe interest is good. We look for at least a
good reinforcement for the St. Anne church, that
have been diligent in doing missionary work
here, We hold our first Sabbath meeting next

‘Sabbath.

I am strengthened and encouraged while tak-
ing physical exercise.
For the next two weeks my address will be

St. Anne, Il D. T. BourpeAU..
Feb, 12. ’
NEBRASKA. 2

York Co., Feb. 9.—My meetings at the
Pleasant Hill school-house, which have just
closed, were held in the vicinity of the Waco
church. This church was much encouraged, and
received three additional members. Several
took hold of the truth for the first time. May
the Great Shepherd lead them.

H. Snunrz.

Taylor Valley.-—I held meetings here from
Jan, 156 to Feb. 2, Sold books to the amount
of $7.65, The scattered brethren have been
strengthened, and a few are interested. We
held two Sabbath meetings in which the Lord
greatly blessed us. A few attended from Rae-
ville, Six are keeping the Sabbath here as the
result of my meetings last winter, and some
have moved away., Danier NerriETON, JR.

Tekame, Burt Co., Feb. 9.—The past
three weeks I have been holding meetings at
a place three miles west of Tekama. The inter-
est is good, and a few have commenced to keep
the Sabbath. Rev. 12:17 is being fulfilled here.

Jan, 27 I met with the brethren at the
Thompson school-house. They are entering
heartily into the T. and M. work, and are
adopting the tithing system. Four were added
to their number, A. J. Cupwny.

DAKOTA.

Finlay, Feb. 10.—Having visited all the
churches in the territory, and got our tract so-
ciety matters into as good a condition as possi-
ble for the present, I made arrangements 'to
give a course of lectures in this place, and be-
gan them on Monday evening last. The inter-
est has been good from the first. We held
the first few meetings in the school-house, but
that proving two small for the congregation, and
being occupied several evenings in the week,
we soon moved to a commodious hall about a
mile away. This hall was freely offered us by
the owner, especially as we were requested to
occupy it by some in the community. Our
audiences are large for the territory; there
were nearly a hundred out last night.

S. B. WHITNEY,

VERMONT.

South Troy, Feb. 13.—I began a course
of lectures here Feb. 1, holding them in the
Baptist meeting-house in which I spoke twice
on the Sabbath question last May, while on my
way from Massachusetts to the West. The re-
sult of those two meetings is that many have
been inguiring into the truth. One began to
keep the Sabbath soon after, and another about
two weeks ago. The interest is very good.

C. W. BroxE.

MISSOURI. 2

Rockuille, Appleton City, and Nevada.—
Held four meetiugs in Rockville, Feb, 2 and 3.
On account of sickuess, our meetings were not
so well attended as T had hoped. God helped
me in the preaching, as I tried to set before the
church the principles of our holy religion to
help them out of their difficulties.

Eld. J. G. Wood and a few other Sabbath-
keepers live at Appleton City, seven miles from
the Rockville church. At the request of Bro.
W. I gave a few discourses there in the Metho-
dist church. Bro. W. held a tent-meeting and
a debate there a year and & half ago. I am con-
vinced that the seeds of trnth thus cown will, if
properly nuriured, yet grow up into a church.
There is an interest to hear and to read.

At Nevada I gave six discourses in a little
over two days. There was much sickuess among
our members, which hindered. But there is a
very encouraging interest among the outsiders,
and this interest seemed to me to be rapidly
growing. The seats were all full the last even-
ing ; many more people were preseat than have
ever attended our meetings before since the lect-
ures were given, I believe a harvest of souls
will yet be gathered in Nevada, if the church
live right.

T have felt to praise God of late for the gift of
his Spirit, and the freedom 1 have felt in pro-
claiming his truth. ¥ow good the Lord is to
those who seek him, when they seek him with
all the heart. I am now commencing a course
of lectures in Salisbury, Chariton Co., Mo., and
shall be hore several weeks.

Gro. I. BUTLER.

PR

KANSAS.
Ward, Wilson Co., Feb. 9.—Since our lasgt

report, there has been a strong and determined
effort to destroy our work. Four ministers of
the New-light Christian church, in a protracted
effort of about ten days, have made every effort
to demolish ns. We were called ¢ spiritualists
of the worst type,” etc. "We were compared to
a flowery serpent, and the people were warned
against the poison. They refused to invite us
into the desk, becanse they said I had called the
people heathens (which was not true). The
amusing part is that they were preaching charity
nearly all the time they were not fighting us.
As we listened to their tirade we remembered
with pleasure Matt. 5 : 11.

They were antinomian on the law, and as I
heard their strong expressions I wished that
good old Bro. Summerbell could have been here
to rebuke his degenerate sons. I doubt not but
his voice would have been heard uttering the
same truth that his pen has recorded: ‘It [the
Roman Church] has reversed the fourth com-
mandment, doing away with the Sabbath of
God’s word, and instituting Suanday as a holi;
day.”-—¢ History of the Christians, p. 418. They .
told us that nine of the commandments were
natural laws, and then explained that natural
lIaws govern the animals, The arguments on the
Sabbath are not worthy of repetition, as we meet
them wherever we go. -

The concluding meeting was worthy of note.
The speaker arose and announced his text:
“TLet us hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter : Fear God, and keep his commandments ;
for this is the whole duty of man.” I thought
this a grand conclusion after more than a week’s
persistent effors to destroy the law of Jehovah,
Thank the Lord that many in this place are com-
ing to the same conclusion. Yesterday we or-
ganized a church here, and our prospects are
cheering.

‘We have just received an urgent request to
come to Chanute and labor. Bro. Stevens has
spoken a few times in that vicinity, and there is
a deep interest. L. D. SaNTEE.

36

MICHIGAN.
Seville, Gratiot (0., Feb. 11.—T1 have held

thirty-six meetings, besides listening to four op-
position discourses, which were so contradictory
that they served to sirengthen our positions.
We think a good work is begun here. Fifteen
have commenced to keep the Sabbath. Bro.
Arthur Dexter is with me, assisting in visiting
and in opening the meetings. There are urgent
calls for labor in many districts ; the minds of
the people seem to be preparing.for the recep-
tion of the truth. The Lord’s hand is in this
work., L. A. Kriroea.

220D

INDIANA.

Noblesville and Patricksburg.—From Jan.
28 to 31, I was with the church at Noblesville.
Spoke four times, and held a business meeting.
The outside interest is still good, and the room
in which the meetings were held could not hold
the people. Two embraced .the truth, and
united with the church, The organization of
this company was further completed by electing
an elder and deacon. The $4.00-church library
of Sister White’s works was purchased. A com-
mittee was appointed to see about the erection
of a new.meeting-house, which is greatly needed
by this young church.

Since Feb. 1, T have been holding meetings at
Patricksburg, Owen Co. The first summer we
labored in the State the tent was pitched heve,
snd some faithful souls embraced the truth.
During the past season they have built a good,
plain, substantial meeting-house, 30x40, which is
complete in every respect. Tne church have
sacrificed time and means, yet at the dedication
not one dollar was due to any one outside the
church, and there was but a small debt among
the members. At the dedication last first-day
(Feb. 2) a large congregation was present. The
Lord gave freedom; and all seemed interested.
The house pleased, and several donated toward
the small remaining debt. This is the first
meeting-house erected by our people in South-
ern Indiana. To the Lord be all the praise.
Meetings have been well attended since the ded-
ication. 8. H. Laxe.

¥
KENTUCKY. o

Summershad.—Sabbath and first-day, Feb.
1 and 2, was a profitable occasion for the breth-
ren and sisters here. With one exception the
members worked to the, best of their abihty.
They all voted to adopt the tithing system, and
six copies of the weekly Instructor were sub-
scribed for. They are doing what they can in
the T. and M. work, and are anxious to do more,
but they find it difficult to get money to buy
tracts. : 8. Ossorw.

MASSACHUSETTS.

Athol Center, Feb. 14.—Our meetings still
continue here with a fair interest. A few more
have taken hold of the truth the past week.
Last Sunday the Orthodox minister came to the
resciue with a sermon on the Subbath question.
But it was so radically reckless that those of his
people who-had heard the truth preached found
no consolation in it. )

A brief synopsis of his faith is as follows: 1.
The Sabbath was instituted at the falling of the
manna—no evidence that it was kept before that
time. -2. God designed that man should keep
the Sabbath from the beginning, since we see in-
dications of a weekly cycle through the book. of
Genesis ; and also 1t meets a universal want.
3. It never was commanded till the law was
given, and the reason assigned for keeping it was
because God rested. 4. The Sabbath was Jew-
ish, and commemorated the deliverance -of Is-
rael from Hgypt. 5. Christ kept the Jewish
Sabbath. 6. He was no observer of days. 7.
He was no legalist. 8. Heis the Christian law-
giver. 9. We should not judge in respect to a
Sabbath, etc. 10. If we are Christians, we shall
keep the first day. (Thus judging those who do
not keep it.) 1L. The fact that the apostles met
many times on the Sabbath (seventh-day) proves
nothing, 12, Paul’s one meeting on the first
day proves beyond question that the first day.
wa3 the Sabbath, 13. The keeping of a day was
left a matter of perfect indifference. 14. The
idea that the fourth command is now binding ‘is

»
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unsound. 15. The ten commandments are all
binding. 16. The Sabbath is a shadow ; don’t
linger in it. 17. The change came gradually,
being made by Christian emperors (Constantine
was cited). 18. It was left for them to select
any day they chose, and they finally chose Sun-
day. 19. A Sunday law would be a good thing,
and we ought to have one. 20. The testimony
of the fathers settles it furever.

We haven’t time to show a harmony between
the above points, but the reader can try his hand
at it if he desires. Bro. Haines had freedom in
reviewing the discourse on Wednesday evening
before a full house. We shall be hiere at least
another week. D. A. RoBINsoN,

T10WA.

Toledo, Feb. 11.—1 leave in this place, as
the result of labor here, five who are keeping
the ¢ Sabbath of the Lord our God,” seven al-
most decided who express a firm determination
to continue the investigation till the Bible evi-
dence on the question is clear to them, and
many ‘others favorably impressed. This is the
field where B. F. Snook made his great blunder ;
and the minds of the people were more terribly
prejudiced against present truth than in any
other piace I have ever labored. Most arrogant
contempt was exhibited by all the churches, and
especially by the pastors of the place, of whom
there are five.

I now return to Kansas, praying God to keep
this little company through grace utto salvation
when the dear Lord shall come. Those taking
hold of this work are the most influential and
devoted of the Baptist church. ‘

Gzro. H. Roggrs.

Sigourney, Afton, and State Center.—Our
meetiugs in Sigourney have already been men-
tioned in the report of the T. and M. lInsti-
tute. The Sabbath school was quite interesting.
They have black-board illustrations each Sab-
bath. The brethren here take a club of thiriy
copies of the Signs. They formerly had a V.
M. society, but as their few copies of the Signs
are used up by those paying for them, an organ-
ized society was deemed unnecessary. Owing to
the hard times, the brethren being mostly poor,
they did not feel able to enlarge their club.” We

" hope, however, that before long thoy will be

.- able to do 80, and to procure maps for their Sab-

first four days in February. The brethren here-

N T e g, %

bath-school. They seem anxious to do all they

- can.

Eld. McCoy and myself were in Afton the

are much scattered, but they manifested a com-

- mendable zeal in attending both day and even-

ing meetings during the time we were there, and
expressed a desire for them to continue.

and the importance of health .reform, tract and:
missionary work, spiritual gifts, etc. This was
meat in due season. Some of the Spirit of God
wag in our midst. This is the poorest church,
financially, I have found in Iowa, yet they took

two church libraries consisting of Sister White’s

bound books, and fifty copies of the Signs, de-
signing to pay for them in canvassing for Good
-Health. They have an interesting Sabbath-.
school at this place.

We commenced meetings at State Center Fri-
day evening, Feb, 7, and shared a degree of
God's Spirit while the meetings continued. The
brethren came each morning prepared to remain
through the day. - At noon a temporary table
nearly the length of the meeting house was ar-
ranged ; and as the bread and fruit were bounti-
fully placed upon 1, we were reminded of the
time when a table many miles in length will be:
spread, and the saints will gather around it, and
Christ will come forth and serve them.

Monday was occupied in explaining the.
nature of the work, including the tract and mis-
sionary enterprise, etc. There was no money in
their treasury ; and a lively discussion withrefor-
ence to ‘“Sabbath offerings” for the Sabbath-
school, took place, lasting about two hours. To
show that it was morally right to wake Sabbath
offerings under certain circumstances for a
special purpose, the Saviour’s words in Matt.

¢ 12:5.were cited in connection with Num. 28:

9, 10. At one time when all the offorings had
been applied to the priests, and thero was noth-
ing in the treasury with which to repair the
house of God, ‘‘Jehoiada the priest took a
chest, and bored a hole in the lid of it; and set
it beside the altar, on the right side as one com-
eth into the house of the Lord ; and the priests
which kept the door put therein all the money
that was brought into the house of the Lord.”
2 Kings 12:9. This was a wise provision at
that time, and God’s blessing followed it. See
2 Chron. 24.

This charch had been taking a club of thirty
copies of the Signs, but at this meeting they
added over one hundred copies. They also organ--
ized a V. M. society, and purchased thirty dol-
lars’ wortn of maps for their Sabbath-school.
The friends manifested a desire to take hold
apew in the work of the Lord. Mayv God bless
the cause in Towa. S. N. Haskery.

A CARD OF THANKS.

WE are again, with our dear children, be-
neath our own roof ; and we wish to express our
heartfelt gratitude to those dear friends who
have aided us by their contributions and cheered
us by their love and sympathy, Our house is

_ meither plastered nor furnished ; but despite

lacks and inconveniences our hearts go out in
thankfulness, and in earnest prayer to our
Heavenly Father that each of the dear friends
who have aided us in our time of need may, at

The
time Monday and Tuesday wis mosily oceypied’
in setting before them the progress of this work, |

the glad morn of the first resurrection, receive
the blissful welcome to a home in those man-
sions Jesus has gone to prepare.
CHas, B. anp F. €. ReyNoLps.
North Parma, New York, Feb. 12.

WELLSVILLE, N. Y., INSTITUTE.

Tris meeting closed SBunday evening, Feb. 9,
having continued two weeks and two days, in-
cluding our State tract society quarterly meet-
ing with which the exercises commenced. Dur-
ing this time there were held forty-five regular
meetings of the Institute, the greater share of
which were each two hours in longth. Besides
these, there were regular prayer and conference
meetings each day, and thirteen sermons were
preached during the session. Notwithstanding
the fact that so many meetings were held, the
interest continued good to the last, the steady
and constant application of so many unaccus-
tomed to study being ome of the remarkable
features of the Institute. The work was di-
vided ifto five departments,—the tract society,
the Conference, the Sabbath-school, the musical
department, and the department for parlia-
mentary practice. For each of these depart-
ments an instructor was appointed, who had the
general charge and responsibility of the exer-
cises for the time assigned to his departuient.

In the tract society department the Institute
was organized invo tive districts, each havivg its
director and district secretary, and being com-
posed of three church societies with their libra-
rians and membership. All the regular trans-
actions of business, drawing publications, dis-
tributing tracts, obtaining subscribers for peri-
odicals, writing letters, making reports, etec.,
otc., were carried out as actual transactions,
while at the same time instruction concerning
the method of keeping the proper accounts was
given 8o that the business might be done ina
gy«tematie and thorough manner.

In the Conference department the entire
membership was organized into churches, for
which the proper officers were elected. Proper
records of the organization were made by each
church clerk ; the regular church quarterly meet-
ings were held, in which all the business per-
taining to such meetings was transacted, includ-
ing the payment of the tithes and one-third, re-
ceiving members, granting letters, ete., in fact,
all the business actually occurring in onr regu-
lar ‘church work. Mimute instructions were
given on all these points, which were illustrated
and, enforced by the actual practice had in con-
nection therewith.

It the'8. S. department the entire Institute
wag organized into a school, after full instruc-
tion had been given as to how this should be
done, and a practical illustration had been af-
forded by organizing schools in each district,
T is to be hoped that this instruction, with the

yrdgtical illustration of how the work should be
g , will prove of great benefit to the work in
thig new Conference in establishing that order
gnd system tiiat should be seen in all these de-
partmenis of the work of God.

The visit of Eld. J. N. Andrews during the
last days of the session, will, we trust, prove a
lasting blessing to those who were present. His
earnest appeals to thogse who ave engaged in the
work 0 become possessed of the true missionary
spirit were not without effect on the hearts of
those whe heard them, and we trust that our
Institute will not prove a failure in this impor-
tant particular, but that the work among us
will be marked by more of that real spirit of
zeal and devotion that should characterize so
1mp05'ta,nt a work as that in which we are en-°
gaged.

%‘he brethren separated to go to the'r homes
with a good degree of courage and determina-
tion to carry out the instruction they had re-
ceived, and to labor earnestly to build up the
work of God in our midst, and sherever their
influence may reach. B. L. WHI1TNEY.

"VERMONT I. AND M. MEETING.

TEE session held at Wolcott Jan. 25 and 26
was opened Jan, 25 immediately at the close of
the first 8. 8. meeting.

C. W, Stone was appointed secretary pro
tem. Director present, C. F. Worthen.

Voted, That a committee be appointed by the
Chair to draft resolutions for discussion. The
Chair appoiuted C. W. Stone, B. S. Owen, A.
0. Wilbur.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

SECOND MEETING, JAN. 26.

Prayer by Eid. R. 8. Owen.

. Committee on Resolutions reported as fol-
OWS 1~

‘Resolved, That we approve the action of the
New England Conference in relation to the rais-
ing of a tract fund, and that we raise $500 by
contributions to aid in that matter.

Resolved, That every director in the Vermont
T. and M. Society be appointed to solicit con-
tributions in his own district for this purpose.

“Whereas, 1t is the duty of every member of our
T. and M. Society promptly to report liis labor
for each quarter, and

Whereas, This duty has not been well per-
formed, therefore

Resolved, That we urge our members to
renewed energy and diligence in this matter.

Resolutions discussed and adopted one by
one.

Adjourned sine die,

A. 8. Hurcuins, Pres.

C. W, Srong, Sec. pro tem.

A strone lottery epidemic seows breaking

out in Europe ; the French Exposition has been

followed by one in which all France has been

interested. An effort was made to establish a
lottery in Glasgow for the purpose of relieving
the unfortunate shareholders of the City of
Glasgow Bauk. The amount collected for their
relief was only about $1,800,000, and it was
proposed to rase $30,000,000 by lottery. The
scheme at first met with muoch favor, but the
oppusition of influential ministers and members
of the Scotch churches has prevented the execu-
tion of the plan. So many other schemes of
this kind have been devised for rzlieving share-
holders of insolvent bauks that the Briiish Gov-
ernent has been obliged to interfere, and to
threaten those engaged in them with prosecu-
tion. There would not be much danger in this
threat unjess there is some difference between
British laws and ours; for lottery dealers here
openly advertise and carry on themw illegal busi-
ness, in spite of indictments, right under the
eyes of the District-attorney.—Christian Weckly.

Rules of Dews.,

—A coLoxny of Swedes intend to settle in North-
cast Georgia.

——TFLORIDA orange-growers are experimenting in
making wine from oranges.

—FLoriwA proposes to lold its first Sunday-
school Convention during the coming summier.

—8A0EMAKERS in Japan are now making boots
for the American market out of Arierican leather,

—Rxv. R. W McArLL is about to open the twenty-
third evangelical station in Paris.

Mr. Sankey has been having overflowing meet-
ings in Newcastle, Eng., sometimes holding four a
day.

—Iris estimated that the snow in Scotland this
winfer has occasioned a logs to the Highland sheep-
farmers of £100,000.

—Tuxw French Evangelical Society has sold 400,-
000 copies of Scriptures among the 85,000,000 of
France, besides what it hag given away.

E ]
—TuE total receipts of the recent Fair in aid of
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York city, where there
was 80 much gambling, were $172,625.48.

—Tur German Reichstag was opened hy the Em-
peror in person on the 12th of February. It is
thought the present session will be a stormy one.

CARDINAL GuiBErT, Archbishop of Paris, thinks
that the Radicals, with President Grevy at their
head, will insist on the separation of Church and
State.

—Tuag Daily Inter-Ocean says: ¢ Cincinnati has
out down the salaries of its school teachers, so as to
meet the extra expense of lawyers’ fees, etc., of the
Southern Railroad. Nothing like economy.”’

—Tux pope has sent 10 Jesuits to Central Africa
to evangelize the countries traversed by Stanley and
Liviogston. The mission will cost $40,000, and in-
cludes 500 porters, servants, etc.

—1I1 is stated as a proof of the strength of infidel
principles in Germany, that a weekly paper in oppo-
sitton to Chrixtianity, published in that country,
has a circulation of 600,000 copies.

—A Cuicaco doctor recently prescribed for a baby
a mile away, atiacked with the eroup, which was
held up to a telephoue so that he could listen to its
breathing and hear its shrill cough.

—ENGLAND is again in trouble on the labor ques-
tion, A dispatch from Liverpool dated Feb. 10
says that the number of strikers of all classes is.es-
timated at from 50,000 to 60,000. There have been
some riots, but they were promptly suppressed.

—Tur directors of the City of Glasgow Bank have
been tried and convicted of falsehood, fraud, and
willful imposition with intest to defraud, and also
of theft- and embezzlement, and they have been
promptly sentenced to imprisonment.

—Tur Vatican, which contains so many choice
works of art, was built by Pope Xymmacbus and has
been beautified and enlarged by subsequent popes
till it is now the largest palace in the world. It
containg 11.000 rooms, the greater part of which
are occupied by works of art.

~Tuz balance-sheet of our foreign trade for last
year is an encouraging one. We sold abroad mer-
chandise to the amount of over $726,000,000, ex-
ceeding our imporis by $3014,640.000, while our
specie imported was nearly $2,000,000 in excess of
that exported.— Christian Weekly.

——On the 22d of January a disastrous engagement
oceurred between a small body of British troops
statioved at Rorke’s Drift, Cape Colony, and an
overwhelming number of Zulus. The British force
was nearly ov quite annihilated. Reinforcements
suflicient 1o put down the Zulus will be promptly
gent to Southern Africa.

—Tuere will soon be no necessity for encounter-
ing the dangers of the St. Gotthard Pass in winter,
A tunnel through the mountain is being bored from
Switzerland and ltaly. 1t will be thelongest tunnel
in the world, having already reached 13,481 yards,
and nearly 8 000 yards are still to be excavated, which
will require another year.

—A promiNent feature in Ilenry Varley’s new
Tabernacle in Melhourne Australia, will be a large
coffee-house, where eatables will be furnished at a
little over cost price. The whole editice will cost
about $100,000. A <« Working-man’s Club” will
find shelter under its roof, with reading-rooms and
other ample conveniences.

—A prcioen change has come over the morals of
New England within the last decade. It used to be
that that section of the Union was noted for its
morality, and for the mode! deportment of its peo-
ple. Oceasionally a bratal marder was commitied
there, but such crimes were of rare occurence. Of
late years th'g happy state of afinirs hins undergone
a marked change. Murders attempts at murder,

poisonings. wife-beatings. burglaries, embezzlements,
ete., have prevailed to an extent that is abgsolutely |
shocking. and which takes frem New England all

right to claim its pre-eminent morality.—Lhila. Star. |

—1Ir is a startling fact that in a single year fifty
American preachers should have been found guilty
of crimes or misdemeanors by the secular courts.
The list of these reverend offenders, printed by the
Cincinnati Commercial, is an interesting contribu-
tion to the statistics of 1878, and descrves the seri-
ons attention of the class chiefly concerned. Nat-
urally the Jarger denominations furnish niore black
sheep (han the smaller ones; thivteen of the fifty
were Methodists, and eleven Baptists.

—A corrrsPoNDENY sends the following item
goncerning the dark day, clipped from the Grand .
Rapids Zagle: “An old lady living on the little
Colorado, says the Arizone Miner, who has attained
to the cowdortable old age of 128 years, was 30
years of age at the time of the dark day, of which
she has a vivid vecellection, and she recalls many
interesting incidents which took place with her peo-
ple, the Spanish, and also the Indians, who wera
more superstitious. The Spaniards buried all their
saints, of which they had a goodly nunber, while
the Tndians took to feasting on dogs and other ani-

1 mals.”’

_-In 8t. Petersburg. Runssia, there is general
unhealthiness and predisposition to epidemic. Im
the government of Tver typhns fever and small-pox
are inereasing in an alarming manner. Of 2,000
head of cattle attacked by the cattle plague in the
vicinity ot Ekatermoslav, hulf have perished. Small-
pox, the plague, and an unkunown epidemic. have
broken out in several other localitjes. The St
Petershurg Golos says that several hundreds of
bodies of those who died fromn the plague in Astra~
chan last December are still unburied. The Russian
army in the Balkan peninsula suffers much from
spotted typhus. The President of the Board of
Health at Rome prediets that if tlie plague enters
Burope it will destroy one-thitrd of the population.

—Tue following extract shows what suffering pre-
vailg in the beautiful and fertile regions of Alsace
and Lorraine: ¢ From all parts we hear the same
cry of desolation. Misery exists everywlere, and
business has come to an end. The economical crisis
which has generally affected Europe has not spared
our country; trade languishes, and purses are
closed. The same cause which leads to economy im
high circles produces want a degree lower, and
starvation lower still; and all this occurs at a mo~
ment when winter brings to the poor its ordinary
increase of suffering and sorrow. Some time ago
we stated that the Charitable Society of Strasburg:
had 3,300 families on its books, and this is now the
case throughout Alsace-Lorraine, where the people
are suffering as mueh as in the neighboring coun~-
tries. In Lorraine it is stated that there never ex-
isted so much distress, and that there is every ap-
pearance of its being aggravated by the continuance-
of winter.”

@lituary Tutices,

¢ Blessed are the dead which dic in the Y.ord, from henge~
forth,”” Rev 14:13.

—t

FraNkIs Goonman, of East Norwalk, Ohio, died
of inflammation of the bowels. Jan. 29, 1879, in the
tenth year of his age. A loving father and mother
and two little brothers mourn their loss. Frankie,
ogether with his parents and biothers, attended
dur meetings in Enst Norwalk, and all were much
interested. He loved to read the Bible, and during
his dying moments gave good evidence that he loved
the Lord and Tiad his blessing. He bade all the
family and friends an affectionate farewell, and
sweetly fell asleep in death. DMay the bereaved
parents be ready to meet their dear little boy when
Jesus comes to raise the dead. Funeral discourse
by the writer to a large and attentive congregation.
Text, 1 Cor. 15:26. H. A. St. Jonx.

Noan W. Perrine died at Spring Arbor, Mich.,,
Feb. 12, 1879. of congestion of the lungs. aged 31
years. Though never openly professiug Christ, he
in his last sickness expressed confidence in the
truths of the Bible, and a wish to live them out.
His friends laid him away, trusting in God who
doeth all things well, Diseourse from 1 Pet. 2:7,
first clause. J. 0. 0.

Drep of scarlet fever, near Arago, Richardson
Co., Neb, Feb. 1, 1879, Mary E., aged 4 years, 10
months, and 16 days; Feb. 2, Olive L., aged 8 years,
3 months. and 6 days; Feb. 2, Arther C, aged 2
years and 7 days: Feb. 8, Alice A., aged 8 yelirs, 8
months, and 7 days,—children of Sanford R. and
Mary J. Twist. ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord
hath taken away ; blessed be the name of the Lord.”

8. R. Twisr.

Diep of Iung fever, in Defiance, Ohio, Jan. 9,
1879, Bro. Elisha F., son of C. G. Duniels, aged 28
years. 4 months, and 8 days. Ile was one of the
members of the Defiance church when it was first
organized by Eld. I. D Van Horn in 1870. Much
of the time during his short and painfnl sickness
was spent in seeking a mearness to God. He ex-
pressedd great anxiety to unite in’prayer with my-
self and wife. We arrived there about one o’cloek
r. M., and had & sweet season of prayer. during
which liis responses expressed a confident hope that
all was well. At the close of the exercises he re-
sponded, ‘Amen,” and in about five minutéy
sweetly fell asteep in Jesns. Ile was loved and re-
spected by all who knew him.

Wu. F. Crovs.

Dixn of diphtheria, Feb. 6, 1879, st DuQuoin,
1. James Stanhouse. aged 38 years, 7 months, and
27 days. Qur dear brother embraced the truth lass
August undér the labors of Bren. Coleord and Bliss,
and he bas since been a devoted, earnest worker in
the cause of God. Faneral diseourse by the writer,
from Job 14:14. We miss the counsel and influ-
ence of our brother. C. H. FostER.

~ Dinv of bilious pneumonia, in Matherton, Mich.,
Jan. 17, 1879, my mother, Mrs. A, C. Keilogg, wifs
of Leander Kellagg, in the 59th year of her age. .
We mourn for ber but believe she gleepr in Jesus,
Funeral discourse by Eld. Jordon, M. E.. from 3
Tim, 4: 6-8, E. Bring.
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Battle Oreek, Mich., Fifth-Day, Feb. 20, 1879.

TESTIMONY NUMBER 28.

Wz have received copies of this work, and are
pleased with its appearance.
ter we had read before it went to press.
only regret that the press of work at the Re-

_ view Office, which always comes at the begin-

ning of the year, made so long a delay unavoid-
able. The contents, *‘ Experience and Labors,

tles Number One, Two, Three, Four, Five, and
Six,” give a general idea, to those who have

vead the preceding numbers, of the reading-

maitter of No. 28. Will Bro. Haskell arrange to

have the tract societies circulate this important:

little work. without delay. Single copies, post-

paid, 25 cents ; five copies for $1.00, one-fourth.

discount by express or freight.
Address, Review anp HeraLD, Battle Creck,
Mich. James WHITE,

church, Feb. 9, 1879, a sermon on The Lord’s

Tithes, taking the truthful ground that a tenth- .. .
of one’s income should be faithfully and consei-. munioations relating to these matters may be

entiously given to the cause of the Lord; and-

that the obligation to pay the tithe is more
binding in the present than it was in the former
digpensation.

#%5-There was a report given in the Supple-
ment last week headed, ‘“ Report of N. E. V.
M. Society ;” it should have been “ South Lan-
caster V. M. Society.”
one church over all New England makes it al-
most too thin to do it justice.

78~The pamphlet entitled, ‘‘Seed Thoughts,”

noticed last week, may be had by addressing
Miss A, C. Hudson, Battle Creek, Mich., in-
stead of Allegan, Mich., as there given.

28~ Under the heading, ‘“A Dreadful Pict-
ure,” the Inter-Ocean of Feb. 15 gives the fol-

lowing description of the appalling: sitnationsine | 7

Brazil. In the midst of the ordinary blessings
of health and prosperity, we can hardly realize
the condition of the unfortunate inhabitants of
the smitten districts of Brazil. It seems as if
the worst inflictions recorded in history ave to.
be surpassed in our own day. We may expedt:

these calamities to increase and spread ; for the |-

world has grown old, and the Judgment is near.
‘The Inter-Ocean says :—

NrEw York, Fgp. 14.—The Herald's letter
from Brazil gives a frightful picture of the
drought, famine, and pestilence raging in the
northern portion of that country for more than
a year past. It is said to be the greatest calam-
ity in two hundred years. Half a million peo-
ple have been swept away by starvation and dis-
ease. The small-pox and black plague carried
off victims in appalling numbers, and thousands
of bodies are rotting on the open. trenches at
Lagoa, Funda. Thousands of other corpses
are torn and devoured by wild animals, The
starving peasants eat up their own offspring,

Some places, including the oity of Cerea, are |

depopulated. There are terrible struggles for
life. ~ The children are abandoned, and the
young souls sold for bread. Thousands of liv:
ing skeletons were to be seen, Government aid
is tardy. The letter presents a picture of woe
such as can hardly be paralleled in hisfory, ex-
cept by the siege of Jerusalem and the black
death which desolated Europe in the fourteenth
century. 1

T0 THE BRETHREN IN DAKOTA.

Dear BRETHREN : Permit me once more to
express my anxiety for the prosperity of the
work in our territory. I have been pleased to
see the readiness with which the suggestions
that have been made to this end have been re-
ceived ; but I am desirous that in proportion to
our numbers and ability Dakota should not be

behind the foremost in our ranks in all the en-

terprises connected with our cause.

Especially would I appeal to my brethren that
come from the East. I have already learned
that in this new country it needs much watch-
fulness and prayer not to be overcome by the
spirit of the world ; and in view of the testimo-
nies that have been given on this point, we

should remember that our object in coming here-

ghould not be merely to advantage ourselves
temporally, but to spread the light of truth and
be more useful in the cause.
impress the minds of our American brethren

with a sense of our responsibijity in view of the | ?

. : . e d .
fact that our work is eminently American, and Baptists and Jows
in all its branches is under the supervision of.

our English-speaking people ; and as the breth- |

The subject mat--

We { be ‘immediately attended to.

To spread the work of

And I would also
1the change would surely be made.

ren in the territory are three-fourths or four-
fifths of foreign extraction, if we wish them to
cheerfully acquiesce in this order of things we
must take a course to command their confidence

{ and respect. Consider, too, that our standing

will give color and character to the work, and
therefore should be of the highest type.

There are several enterprises to which I wish
to call particular attention, and which should
1. The General
Gon‘ference Committee advise us to procure a
fifty-foot tent, which will cost, complete, about
two hundred dollars. We expect all to be

0 | e i ted in this matter. 2. The Sup-
General Testimony, Appeal t6 Ministers, Epis- | equally interested in this mafter he Sup

plement from Bro. and Sr. White relative to a
paper for Bro. Matteson is just at hand. Who
¢an resist such appeals? Here we expect our
Scandinavian brethren, as Bro. W. suggests, to
be especially interested, and to nobly respond.
3. A reserve fund for our T. and M. society is
needed, that we may have a supply of publica-
tions without getting into debt. Here, again,
we expect all to be equally interested.

~ We would be glad to receive responses to all

| these calls in the form of remittances, or pledges

. Ik i ise. P f
28 J. Abbot French, pastor of the Fourth to be paid monthly or otherwise ledges for

Presbyterian Church, Chicago, preached in his’

the tent should be sent in immediately, that we
may kndw what to do, and the funds for this
purpose will of course be needed soon. Com-

addressed to me, care of D. T. Biggs, our State
secretary, at Howard, Turner Co., Dak. Let
us hear at once. S. B. WaIrNEY.

QUESTIONS ANSWERED.

‘¢ Has the plan of paying to the tract society a
sum equal to one-third the systematic benevo-
lence been given up?” No. Wherever this
plan has been adopted, it has proved a perfect
guccess ; where it has not been adopted, the
tract society fund is more or less deficient.

““Does the s. B. treasurer retain the ‘one-
third’?” No ; he only collects it, as it is con-
venient -for him to do so when he collects the
systematic benevolence. The one-third is tract

| society money, and should always go to the li-

brarian, It is always distinct and separate
from the systematic benevolence money, and
‘has no more to do with it than camp-meeting
inoney, or money on any other enterprise.

" ¢ Can we draw publications on the strength
of what we pay into the reserve fund t” We
should not ; for that is not given to be used upin
this manner, but to keep a supply of publications
in the State depository. 8. N. Hasxrww.

A STATEMENT.

Tug statement of the financial standing of the
tract societies last week should have given the
value of publications on hand, amount of un-
‘paid pledges, etc., in each society ; but as most
of the societies failed to report this item, it
could be given only in a few cases. Have

_publications on hand in New England and Ohio,
‘a8 follows : New England, $1700; Ohio, $116.-
87. M. L. H

TESTIMONY NO. 28.

HaAvine read this testimony, I feel like urging
my brethren everywhere to obtain a copy and
.carefully study it. Although it is an occasion
of the deepest distress that, as ministers and
'people, we should need instruction of the char-
“actér contained in this book, yet it is also a rea-
‘son for devout gratitude to God that, such being
‘the case, God condescends to regard us with
such mercy and love as to impart it. The re-
-proofs are severe but just ; and if we are led to
‘gorrow ‘“ after a godly manner,” we shall *re-
‘ceive damage by it in nothing.” (See 2 Chron.
‘7 :8-11) ; and the exhibitions of the love and
‘power of God in the experience of his servants,
- a8 therein related, should inspire faith and cour-
age in our hearts, that we may draw nigh to
"God by repentance and consecration, and enjoy
' the same blessings at his hand.

8. B. Warrney.

e e

4 SUGGESTION.

1 sveerst that the Sabbath-keepers in Illi-
nols petition the legislature to change the school
.law 80 as to hold district elections on some day
besides the Sabbath, as the law now requires.
-Let a correct form of petition be prepared, and
due notice be given, so as to have concert of ac-
tionin the circulation. If a good number from
all parts of the State could be sent in, I think
As it is, we
are disfranchised, we, as well as the Seventh-day
A time should be fixed
upon to send in petitions, so that all should
come at once before an appropriate committes,

- J. B. LogaN.

‘since received a statement giving the value of |

IS IT RIGHT?

“TIs it right to have Christmas trees, and pat-
tern after the world and nominal professors in
their wickedness?”

No. But we wish to change this question a
little, 1s it right to appropriate to God’s serv-
ice any custom or practice that the devil has
made use of in his cause? If it is not, men
should not pray, attend church, or perform any
act of worship whatever ; for all these things
are in some way perverted by Satan. No Chris-
tian will contend for a moment that Satan does
not usually have the best talent, nor that he
does not lead men and women to sacrifice their
dearest objects in his service. Does he not
cause them to become devotees of the goddess
Fashion, in consequence of which they suffer
pain and inconvenience during their whole
lives? Now shall we refuse to devote ourselves
to the cause of God, and to make sacrifices for
it, because Satan requires talent and sacrifices
in his service? Every good thing, whether in
the worship of God or not, and every evil thing
also, he has turned to his account. We should
seize upon circumstances and customs, and make
all te}l for God and his cause. A wise general
will make use of the enemy’s guns, and what he
cannot use he will spike. ¢ The children of
this world are wiser in their generation than the
children of light.”” The devil gets up pleasure
parties and pleasure scenes of every description
for the young, and then strews a thousand
snares for their unsuspecting feet.. Shall we not
interest our children in any manner that is law-
ful and right? Every Christian man and
woman will say, Yes. '

WAS IT RIGHT?

A Seventh-day Adventist church in the East-
ern States obtained an evergreen tree, and
placed it in their meeting-house. The children
took an interest in decorating it with offerings
for the Dime Tabernacle and the Oakland meet-
ing-house. With every offering was a text of
Scripture on the subject of liberality and the
promises relating thereto, until the tree might
well be called a scriptural tree. They met on
Christmas eve, not because they believed Christ
was born that night, but to celebrate the event
of his birth with joy. :

ORDER OF EXERCISES.

1. After singing and prayer, passages of
Scripture containing promises of the coming
Messiah were repeated. 2. Verses relating to
his birth were repeated. 3. Declarations con-
cerning his death, resurrection, and ascension
were given, 4. Bible stories, such as that of
David and QGoliath, Christ’s healing the sick,
etc,, were related. 5. The fruit was gathered
from the tree, and the texts of Scripture accom-
panying it were read. Appropriate hymns were
interspersed with these exercises, in the singing
of which the children took a part, and the scene
was very affecting. There was no levity, but
all were edified and instructed, and went home
with increased feelings of reverence for God and
the Bible. Most of these little ones from eight
to twelve years of age have since given their
young hearts to God. Was it right ?

S. N. HASKELL.
WHAT THE TRUE POET TEACHES,.

He teaches love to suffer and be pure ;

That virtue conguers if it but endure;

That noblest gifts should serve the noblest ends ;
That he is richest who the most befriends ;

That through life’s jonrney, dark or bright the day,
Fate’s not unkind, whatever men may say,

If goodness walks companion of their way.

| HAppainiments,

“And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of Heaven is
at hand.” Matt, 10:7.

MEexrings in Wisconsin as follows : —

Maple Works, March 4-9
Loyal, s 11-16
20-23

Nasonville, “
. H. W. DzrckEr.

[ ———

TeE next quarterly meeting of the Tennessee
Tract Society will be held at Edgefield Junction,
April 19, 20. We solicit a general attendance of all
the scattered Sabbath-keepers, as we want to attend
to some very important business previous to our
camp-meeting. Bro. G. K. Owen and wife will be
present. Make every reasonable effort to attend.
We need to get near the Lord and into better work-
ing order.

Will all the scattered Sabbath-keepers in the State
gsend me their names and addresses at Edgefield
Junetion, Davidson Co., Tenn.

CrintoN OweN, Director.

ARMADA, Mich., Friday evening, Feb. 21, to con-
tinue as long as the interest may demand. Any
church or company in that vicinity needing help,
please report to me at the above place.

J. 0. Corziss.

Pulidishoys” Dopartment,

#¢Not slothful in business.”” Rom. 12:11.

. Jonx Mygns, New London, Howard Co., Ind., would
like to work on a farm for a Seventh-day Adventist.
Address as above.

To the Ohio Sabdath-Schools.—Wanted, the names
and addresses of the officers of the newly organized
Sabbath-schools, that have not already reported to me.

E. H. GAres, State Seos

Peninsula, Summit Co., Ohio.

Heve Wanrtep.—Gorham Newcomb of Akron, Erie
Co., N. Y., wants to hire a Sabbath-keeper, either
married or single, to work on his farm or tuke it on
shares, For particulars, address as above.

A rarm of 80 acres in Shelby Co., Iowa, to be let on
shares to a Sabbath.keeper. For particulars, address
H. W. Gotfredson, Eilkhorn, Shelby Co., Iows,

WantED, a situation in a planing, jointing, and job
sawing mill, or at carpentering, amonﬁ Sabbath-keep-
ers. Address, Henry 8. Priest, Still River, Mass.

We hold a letter from Onawa City, Monona Co.,
Towa, with name of writer blank, asking for Question
Book, and for pay referring to a eredit on our books of
lagt spring. Should like name of the writer, so we can
fill order.

Wantep, by a lad of 16 a situation for a few months
with Sabbath-keepers, in a healthy locality, with a view
to attending school at Battle Creek. Would like to
work in a store or shop New England preferred.
Address, Benry G, Wilcox, Kensington, Hart Co.,
Conn.

Wro? A letter from Olivet, Mich., inquires for
some reading matter on our views. We should be
happy to send it, but no name was signed to the letter.
Whois it ?

For SaLe.—A farm of 160 acres near the village of
Sandyville, Warren Co., lowa. For particulars, ad-
dress Eld. Geo. I. Butler, Mt. Pleasant, lowa, or Noah
Hodges, Sandyville, Iowa.

Prrsr Morr, of Wilmington, Will Co., Iil., a black-
smith and machinist of thirty years’ experience, would
like to find work where he will be with Sabbath-keep-
ers, Address as above,

NoticeE~The change of figures on the address labels, will be
in all cases a sufficient receipt for money sent for the paper,
If these chauges do not in due time eppear, aud if books or-
dered by mail are not received, notice should be given. All
other business is acknowledged below.

Books Sent by Iaepress.

Jennie Reid $4.60, E H Winchester 8.00, B Hill 4.68,
G 8 Honeywell 11.27, J M Gallemore 6.75, A M Fulton
4.00, Amos Snyder 11,50, E B Lane 4 50, A E Burrill
5 50, Ole Olson 17,18, Clara E Tomlinson 7.40, 8 N
ila(s)kell 9.38, Angust Rasmussen 4.00, A W Maynard

.00,
BeoksSent by Freight.

€ A Washburn §20.68, James White 74.25.
Cash Bre’d on Accownt.

8 N Haskell per A W Jenson $9.00, Il T &M Society
er Lizzie 8 Campbell 20.50, A H Clymer 5.00, Wm
ngs per B G Lockwood 8.00, W W Sharp 9.00, H A

St John 33.66, Ky & Tenn T & M Society 95.00, D Mor-
rison 1.50, Kan T & M 8ociety 85.65, S N Haskell per A
J Stover 6.15.

Mich. T. & M. Soctety.

Mrs J D H Camp § 2.74, Dist 8 per J McGregory 6.50,
Dist 4 per M_A Day 8.88, Digt 15 per A B Moore 2.00,
Dist § per J 8 Wicks 17.00, Dist 12 per —— Berry 8.00,
Dist 16 per M E Rathbun 10.70.

Mich. Conf. Fund,

Hastings per D A Owen $ 11.56, Leslie, Wm Hunt
(s B) 10.00,
Gen Conf, Fund,,

Mrs A Chafee $ 2,00, Alpha Chafee 4,00, Alma Chafee
4.00, M S Burton 50c. ‘

8. D. A. E. Society.
A C Woodbnry & wife $75.00.
Buropean Mission.
Nellie C Taylor §5.00, R Evans 5.00.
English Mission.

Oscar Tait § 6.25, Mrs E Owen 5.00, R Evans 5.00,
E C Eckhert 10.00,

Dantsh Mission,

J G Rasmussen $4.00, J S Wicks 25.00, A friend
10.00, Peter Moore & wife 14.00, W H Hall & wife 25.00, -
Charlie Hall 1.00, Cleora Hall 1.00, Ethel Hall 1,00, -
Wm Morrill 3,00, Alexander Seymour 1.00, A H Cly-
mer 2.00, E Zytoskee 5.00, C W & L D Comings 10.00,
R Evans 5,00. CA & EM Just 200, Wi McMoran
wife 15,00, Henry Dixon & wife 5.00, N P Dixon & wite
10.00, Mrs L Messerve 50¢, Mrs Judith Miller 50¢c, Wm
Brundage 25¢, Bert Miller 6¢, August Rasmussen 6.67
Jacob Miller 5.00, J P Christensen 5.00, F Petersen &
wife 8,00, Peter Nielsen 1.00, Niels Larsen & wife 1.00,
Anna & Frank Larsen 15¢, Gowen church 8.18, E Van
Deusen 5.00, John F Chubb 5.00, C B Tower 15.00,
Levi Wells 10.00, P D Flood 6.00, Charlie S Coon.50c.

NEW BOOKS.

THE SOUL AND THE RESURRECTION, showing the
Haymony of Science and the’ Bible on the Nature
of the Soul and the Doectrine of the Resurrection.
This work is the outgrowth of an address delivered
by request before the S. D. A. General Conference
held in October, 1878. By J. H. Kellogg, M. D.
224 pp. 5 ets.

TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH, NO. 28, Con-
taining appeals to ministers and people, with valua-
ble warnings and instruction to individuals and to

the church. It also contains a sketch of the writer’s
experience for a period of two years. By Mrs, E. G.
‘White. 192 pp., paper covers. 25 ots,

THE SONG ANCHOR. A choice and popular col-
lection of both old and new songs for the Sabbath-
school and praise service. In preparing this book,
the object has been to present a eollection of music
which has become popular throughout the world, and
to add to this new music which is equal to anything
published. Over seventy of the pleces in the Song
Anchor are entirely new.. 160 pp. 50 cts.

THE BIBLE FROM HEAVEN. By Elder D. M.
Canright. This work is an argument to show that
the Bible is not the work of men, but is in deed and
in truth the word of God. 800 pp. 80 ets,

Revised edition, tint paper, (in preparation) $1.00.

CONSTITUTION OF THE T. AND M. SOCIETY,
with instructions to Officers and Members. 36 pp,

5 efs,
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