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THE INESTIMABLE GIFT. INDEXE&

* AND there were in the same country shepherds abiding
in the field, keeping watch over thelr flock by night. Andg,
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of
the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David, a 8aviour, which is Christ the Lord. . . . Aud sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good-will toward men.” Luke 2:8-14,

We are nearing the clogse of another year.
~" Christmas and New Year’s will soon be here. ~ Let
-us candidly and carefully review our life during
the 'year that is about to pass, with its burden of
history, into eternity, and consider themany tokens
wWe ‘have had of the favor of God in the blessings
. be has bestowed upon us. The most unspeakable
~ gift which God could bestow upon the world was
.. the glfb of his beloved Son.

#'We do nob half appreciate the grandeur of the
\g‘lan of salvation. He who was one with the
ather stepped down from the glorious throne in

1§ to the leve] of ¥ man's feeble faeulhes

: ‘W@: wag given to ransum i :
h&& divine benevolence ! It wou]d have been
for easier to crush the world out of existence than
Frqform it. But Christ declares, “The Son of

: \xﬁan 8 not come to destroy men’s lives, but to

EAVe them »  The Son of God understood the des-

... perate sibuation, and himself came to our world,

that man through him might have eternal life,
Son of the Most High though he was, he submit-
ted himself to insult, mockery, and a cruel death
because he loved man, and would save him from
ruin. But, as if determined to cut themselves oft'
from all communieation with Heaven, as if scorn-
ing God's mercy and defying Ommpotence the
world whom he came to save, crucified the Lord of
glory. Can we, my dear brethren and sisters, he-
hold such love, such infinite sacrifice, unmoved ?
0, what abundant resources divine power has pro-
vided for the fallen race !

Let us look to Jesus, and see the amazing love
for fallen man of which the cross of Calvary gives
evidence, The great sacrifice has been made, and
. Christ has purchased man at an infinite cost. Ye
are bought with a price,” even the precious blood
of ‘the Son of God. And now Jesus says, “ I have
‘claims upon the human heart ; man is the purchase
of ‘my blood.” Thus he asserts his ownership of

. the consciences of men ; and his Spirit, sent forth

all the world, convicts men of the olaim God
to all there is of them, and writes his name
pon the heart of every one who accepts that claim.
B:engages to renovate the soul through the me-
L tum of the truth. ¢ This is life eternal, that they
W)ight know thee, the true God, and Jesus Christ,
{"Wwhom thou hast sent.” Al other knowledge is
Lworthless only as Christ dwells in the heart, and
iis interwoven with the affections. Our Lord de-
signed that his church should reflect to the world
’bile fullness and sufficiency that we find in him,

is children derive their enjoyment from a Source
higher than the world can comprehend ; and as

“tthey are constantly receiving of God’s bounty in

;apiritual and temporal gifts, they are to represent
ﬁén the world the love and beneficence of Christ.

hesaven, laid aside his royal rohe and crown, and. .
clothed. his divinity with h;;mmity»rthus mngmg N
himge “For

The church of Christ is the only object on the
arth upon which he bestows his supreme regard ;
yet it has grown feeble and inefficient through
selfishness. While all heaven is astir, dispatch-
ing messengers to bear the divine will to every
part of the earth, they expect the church of the
living God. also to be co-laborers with Christ. He
engages to come into the midst of his church, and
to honor their prayers and decisions by the mani-
festation of his grace and power. They are mem-
bers of his mystical body. Christ is their living
head, controlling all the members of the body.
Jesus himself, in his infinite mercy, is experiment-
ing on human hearts, and by his eﬁorts, effecting
spiritual transformations so amazing that angels
look on with astonishment and joy. The same
unselfish love that characterizes the Master, is seen
in human lives and characters, and is qualifying
them to bear their part in the decisions of the
judgment, and to share in the pleagures of heaven.
Christ expects that man will be partaker of his
divine nature while in the world, and thus convey
a large amount of glory from earth to heaven. In

ith Godl

full-souled piety, devotion, and ardor, man is to be‘

| and the broad Pacific, and i‘rom
_one: wmh Chrm and one ‘

devices to divert the mind to selfish purposes, so
that the pressing needs of the cause, both for per-
sonal effort and means, shall be lost sight of. Not
only your tithes, which belong to God by a special
contract between him and his people, but your
free-will offerings, are lost to his cause. One dol- -
lar now is of more value to the work than ten dol-
lars will be at some future period. The Lord}
tests his people with prosperity, to see if they will
consider souls of more value than money, or houses,
or lands. If you cling to the means with which
he intrusts you, and do not consider the wants of
the cause in its various branches as more impor-
tant than any temporal gain, you do not give evi-
dence that you appreciate the gift of God’s dear
Son, whose life was the price of your redemption/
Souls are perishing in the very shadow of your
own doors, and many of you are too indolent and
indifferent to make an effort to bring them to a
knowledge of the truth.

My soul is stirred within me as the Macedonian
cry comes from every direction, from the cities and
villages of our own land, from across the Atlantic
the islandi

constantly bestowing his gifts upon man, than:to
see him selfishly grasping these gifts, and not ren-

dering back to God either interest or principal.’

God derigns that his stewards shall work as Christ
worked, exerting all their influence to win souls to
him, denymg self as he denied himself, and prac-
ticing strict. economy, in order to have means to
use in Christ’s cause. I have seen that we do not
angwer the claims of God upon us as we should.
We might invest larger treasures in the bank of
heaven, to be employed in missionary work. Said
Chrigt, “Ye are the light of the world.” God is
constéxntly clothing us with temporal and spiritual
blessings as with a garment. Jesus is to-day in
heaven, preparing mansions for those who love
him ; yea, more than mansions, a kingdom, which
is to be ours. But all who shall inherit these
blessings must be partakers of the self-denial and
selfsacrifice of Christ in the salvation of souls.

If men and women and youth could only realize
the part that it is their privilege to act in connec-
tion with Jesus Christ, they would make far greater
effort than they are making now. God forbid that
any who are made partakers of the mercy and the
grace of Christ, should devote their thoughts and
their energies to serving themselves in these pre-
cious golden hours of probation. What answer
can you give to the Master when he shall call for
an account of your stewardship, if you have not
been the means of saving souls for Jesus Christ ?
If your tithes and offerings, and even yourselves,
have been withheld from his service ; if the pre-
cious talents intrusted to your sbewardship, either
in property, in physical strength, in mental ability,
or in all united, are not wisely improved ; if they
are.turned bo selfish gratification, you imperil your

soul, and dishonor God, your Creator.

There are to-day a large number who are not ren-
dering to God the things that are God’s. Oppor-
tunities, pretioys beyond price, of doing good to
those around s, are being lost, because our eyes
are not single‘to the glory of God. Satan has his

“you must render an. account. \
cause are laid before us ; the empty: !zréasurmu a,p- :
peal to us most pathetically for help. 4

Work, brethren, work while you ha.ve the op :
portunity ; while the day lasts. Work, for “the
night cometh, when no man can work.” How
soon that night may come, it is 1mposmble for you
to tell. Now is your opportunity ; 1mpr0ve it.
Invest every dollar that you can spare, in the
bank of heaven. Will you believe the words of
Christ ¢ and will you be doers of his word ¥

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal; but lay
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei-
ther moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal. For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” ‘

These are the words of Jesus, who loved you so
much that he gave his own life, that you might
have a home with him in his kingdom. Did he
not know your great need? Did he not in these
words present the only safe course for you to fol-
low, if you would gain the crown of glory ¢ Then
do not dishonor your Lord by disregarding his
positive commands. Do noi disobey the injunc-
tions of Him who loved you,

There are those who seem determined to invest
their means in the world, or tie them up some- -
where, lest they return to the Giver in the gifts
and oﬁ‘emngs which are his due. More than this,
they rob God in tithes ; and he will not bless them
in their selfishly withholding from: him his own.
O, what an amount of means and time is wasted
in the indulgence of pride ! God will wait fora -
time, still ‘imparting his blessings ; but if ‘men,
continue to dishonor him by withholdin 5

‘@pt for their base mgra,tmude
the more he places in the hands Qf t
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" who divorce themselves from him,—men for whom
he has done so much,—the more their affections
are placed on the earthly treasure, and the less
thought and interest they have for the eternal re-
ward.

God calls upon those who have possessions in

where it will be supplying the great want in the
-missionary ‘fisld.” When once they have experi-
enced the real satisfaction that comes from thus
doing, they will keep the channel open, and the
means the Lord intrusts to them will be con-
stantly flowing into the treasury, that souls may
be converted, and brought into the church. These
gouls will, in their turn, practice the same self-de-
nial, economy, and simplicity, for Christ’s sake,
that they, too, may bring their offerings to God.
Through these talents, wisely invested, still other
souls may be converted ; and thus the work goes
on, showing that the gifts of God are appreciated.
The Giver is acknowledged, and glory redounds
from earth to heaven in the salvation of souls,
through the faithfulness of God’s stewards. Al-
though Jesus was the Prince of Life, he did not
take his place with the rich and lordly ones of
" earth, but he honored the lowly, the oppressed,
and the suffering, and bestowed upon them the
blessings of his love.
Christ was the majesty of heaven, yet the world
rejected him. Let not his professed followers be
guilty of this neglect. Is not the sin of covetous-

« For this ye know, that no . . . covetous man,
who is an idolator, hath any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God.” ¢The wicked
boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth the
covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth.” ¢ Charge
them that are rich in this world, that they be not
high-minded, nor trust in uncertain. riches, but in
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to
enjoy ; that they do good, that they be rich in
good works, ready to distribute, willing to com-
muhicate ; laying up in store for themselves a
foundation againgt .the time to come ; that
y Jay Liold on ggerng} fife.”. ~

rhon (zhgist

W live" conomically and "giv
nl Thus they can contribute money
A1 wapers and books to those who have not
"the lygw. ' truth; they can help pay the ex-
penses of students who are fitting for missionary
work, Open your hearts in gifts and offerings;
bring them to Jesus; lay them at his feet, and he
will bless you. The necessities of the cause. of
God demand a continual flow of liberality. Let
those who have been selfishly withholding their
means, now bring offerings to the Lord. Be
prompt in rendering to God his own. One reason
why there is so great a dearth of the Spirit of
CGod, is because so many are robbing God of his
Jjust claims. .
There are poor men and women who are writ-
ing to nie for advice as to whether they shall sell
their homes, and give the procéeds to the cause.
They. say the appeals .for means stir their souls,
and they want to do something for the Master
who has done everything for them. _I would say

little homes just now ; but go to God for your-
selves ; the Lord will certainly hear.your.earnest
* prayers for wisdom to understand your duty.”
If there was more seéeking God for heavenly wis-'
dom, and less seeking wisdom from men, there
would be far greater light from Heaven, and God
would bless the humble seeker. But I can say to
those to whom God has intrusted goods, who have
lands and houses : “Commence your selling, and
giving alms. Make no delay. God expects more
of you than you have been willing to do.” We
call upon you who have means, to inquire with
earnest prayer: What is the extent of the divine
- claim upon me and my property ¢ There is work
to be done now to make ready a people to stand
“in the day of the Lord. Means must be invested
in the work of saving souls, who, in turn, shall
‘bring their offerings to the treasury, and win
. souls to the Lord.
~* When we make these earnest appeals in behalf
"of the cause of God, and present the financial
wants of our missions, conscientious souls who be-

laids 5Hd houses, to sell, and to invest the money. |

ness fearfully denounced in the Holy Scriptures ? -

nd houses of more |

to such, “It may not be your duty to sell your |

lieve the truth are deeply stirred. Like the-poor
widow, whom Christ commended, who gave her
two mites into the treasury, they give, in their
poverty, to the utmost of their ability. Such
often deprive themselves even of the apparent ne-
cessities of life ; while there are men and women

‘who, possessing houses and lands, cling to. their

earthly treasure with selfish tenacity, and do not
have faith enough in the message and in God to
put their means into his work. To these last are
especially applicable the words of Christ: «Sell
that ye have and give alms,” Lay up treasure in
heaven. Commit some of your earthly posses-
sions to the bank of heaven.

Let us so manifest our faith and our love for
God and the souls of men, that Jesus and his an-
gels can look down from heaven upon us as a peo-
ple, and bless us upon the coming Christmas and
New Year's. How unworthy we are of all the
priceless gifts and -the continued mercies with
which the Lord blesses us ! How marvelous has
been the goodness of God to the children of men !
And how can we better testify our gratitude to
God than by making thank-offerings to him at
this Christmas time ?

Our children have been educated to expect gifts
from parents and friends upon Christmas. Christ-
mas is celebrated to commemorate Christ’s birth.
If we celebrate it only in seeking to give pleasure
to our children and one another, our offerings are
diverted from the true object. We should bring
our thank-offerings to the Lord, laying our gifts
at the feet of Him who has opened the treasures
of heaven to us.

The enemy plans that human minds and hearts
shall be diverted from God and his cause, to praise
and honor one another. God has been ieft out of
the question, and positively dishonored. Christ-
mas has been made a day of feasting, of gluttony,
of selfish indulgence. Now let every family con-
sider this matter in all its bearings. Let the par:
ents place it in all its wonderful significance be-
fore their children and friends, and say : “ This
year we will not expend money in presents upon
ourselves, but we will honor and glorify God.
We will testify of our gratitude to him whe gave
., ok A s £ s, o 2 ’?;ighﬁhave
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which they do not need.

Will not God acknowledge the offerings thus
bestowed ? Will he not bless the little ones who
bring some offering of their own to the Master ?
—Indeed be will. Is not this 8 most precious op-
portunity to educate your children in the work of
gelf-denial for Jesus’s sake} Tell the children of
the great missionary field, and talk to them of the
love of Christ ; of the great sacrifice made because
he loved us, and wanted us to have a home with
him in his kingdom. He came to our world to
blegs it with his divine presence, to bring peace,
and light, and joy ; but the world would not re-
ceive him, and put the Prince of Life to death. His
death was to bring the treasures of heaven within
the reach of all who should beligve in Jesus. Make
this glorious theme plain togf(,)ur children ; and
as their young hearts expand with love to God,
let them present their little offerings, that they
may act their part in sending the precious light of
truth to others. Thus the children may become
little missionaries for the Master. Their little of-
ferings, coming into the treasury like many tiny
rivulets, may swell the stream to a river that shall
refresh many souls who are thirsting for the truth
of God ; and even these children may see some
souls saved in the kingdom of God as the result of
their self-denial. E. G. WHITE.

THE WORK IN FOREIGN FIELDS.

WHEN the pioneers in the third angel’s message-

first entered upon their work, nearly half a cen-
tury ago, they probably had but a faint idea of the
magnitude of the movement in which God had
called them to engage. Had they then been per-
mitted to look through the various stages of de-
velopment which have followed those earlier bat-
tles for the truth, perhaps some of them would
have been less earnest, and more careful of their
own comforts. Had they known the time it would
take to make the necessary preparations for en-

- points of present truth for these days, they could

we agl-

“eiok printing:eless making 2 Lo
gexbyinly aowondevful showing fof go skt &

ingtead. of re- |
veh with gifte

lightening the nations of the earth on the various

have well pleaded that there was enough time in
which to do the work; and in the eyes of their
fellow-men they would have been justified in the
indulgence of more moderation.

But in that case, they would have signally failed
to secure the attention of the world to the impor-
tant message God had for all to hear. Had they
not then believed that the close of time was imme-
diately at hand, their message would have hardly
commanded a passing thought from those before
whom it was presented. The work was performed
as God would have it. Men were stimed to ac-
tion by what they heard, and began to labor for
the salvation of their fellow-men as they would
not have done under any other circumstances.
Soon believers were raised up in various parts of
the land, who, in turn, contributed to send the
truth to those farther away.

As the cause grew, the missionary spirit gained
strength. Bro. James Ertzenberger came from
Switzerland to be trained for labor in that field.
Shortly after, Eld. J. N. Andrews, the first Amer-
ican Seventh-day Adventist missionary to a foreign
country, was sent alone into that field. This was
only a little more than fourteen years ago. Be-
sides the work of proclaiming publicly the message
of truth in Switzerland and the surrounding coun-
try, he established at Basle a monthly journal,
the editing and publishing of which fell upon him,
About two years later, Eld. J. G. Matteson, the
leading Scandinavian minister of the denomina-
tion, with his wife, opened a mission for the great
Scandinavian field.. The opening of the work in .
England was after the same order. Other labor-
ers have been sent to these missions from time to -
time, as circumstances demanded, until the work has.
greatly enlarged, and a’ goodly number of native .
laborers have now been raised up to asgist in the "
work.

Other missions have been opened in various-
parts of the world, as the providence of God has
seemed to indicate, until we now have five distinet *
missions in foreign countries, with a membership
of about 3,000, and a force of twenty-six ministers,
seven licentiates, twelve editors and office mana
gers, fourteen Bible workers, and one hund: -
oanyassers, basides fifty-fonr emplayas in ih

Although-foreign countrios are sometimes thought
to be hard fields in which to labor, there are por-
tions of America that, we dare say, would not [
have yielded such large returns in the same length
of time.

While much of the result now seen is attributa-
ble to the liberality of our American brethren, in
donating means to the support of these missions,
yet, had not the brethren there done what they
have, the work would show far smaller proportions -
than it now does. From what we can learn of
these foreign brethren, they are, as a rule, more |
faithful in their efforts to sustain the work than
our American brethren. . The writer, however, -
can speak from personal observation on this point,
only of the mission in Australia. During the
first two years of its existence he had the privilege ||
of watching its struggles and triumphs, and was
at times melted to tears at witnessing the sacrifices
which the new friends of the truth there were will-
ing to make, in order to help forward the work.

Some of those who first embraced the truth |
there were extremely poor. And when we say ||
poor, we mean that they were destitute of many |
of the necessities of life. To visit their humble
abodes, and see the bare floors, the deal table, fur-
nished with scanty provisions, and the almost ut-: ||
ter absence of decorations, and then witness th
amounts they gave from week to week in tit
and personal donations, was enough to mwk
feel that means coming from such a source, &
such a sacrifice, was truly sacred to the Lord
those in America who have comfortable homes
their own, liberally furnished and tastefully o)
mented, and all the luxuries of the season on
tables day after day, could but witness some o
sacrifices these people endure in order to sust
the work in their own field, it would seem
though others t0o might be prompted to acts of d
that now are unfulfilled. . o

The report of the Foreign Mission Secretary
the recent session of the General Conferen
showed that the cause in both Switzerland

i
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New Zealand is self-sustaining, Since the work
was begun in Victoria, Australia, in June, 1885,
that mission has also become self-supporting, and
in the meantime has done something toward es-
tablishing the truth in South Australia and Tas-
mania. But that mission is too young to take
upon itself the burden of these other fields, afier
sustaining its home work. Something should be
done by vhe brethren in America to carry forward
the work already begun in the two colonies just
mentioned. Then there are New South Wales,
Queensland, and West Australia, where nothing
hag been done. Why should we rest satisfied
with simply a knowledge of the truth, when these
extensive colonies have not even been entered 1

There are no better fields in the world in which
to propagate truth than the British colonies of the
Southern Hemisphere. The knowledge of our
work has been borne to their shores by stray
leaves of printed matter, and openings for labor
are appearing in every direction. One hundred
earnest workers could be employed there advantage-
ously this very month, were the men and means
forthcoming. Then shall our brethren in this
country allow those fields to be uncultivated until
the work develops sufficiently in Victoria to fur-
nish the necessary help for them? It would be
sad, indeed, should such a decision be made, and
the coming of the Lord be delayed because our
brethren who have received the truth, and its ac-
companying blessings, have not been willing freely
to impart that truth to others.

There are many to-day who are saying that they
would be glad to do something for the Master, if

. they only knew where and how to work. How

can such stand idly by, when all these unoccupied

;. fields are calling for the truth, which their means

could furnish? Some excuse themselves by say-
ing that they have no ready means ; and yet they
have farms or other property around them, far
more than enough to insure them a support.
Have these not read the injunction of the Saviour
80 applicable'to this very time, *Sell that ye have,
and give alms” ? If they would have their treas-
ures safe from thieves and rust, let them heed

. the words just quoted, and those just following:
““Provide yourselves bags which wax not old,
- & treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where

no thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth.
For where your treasure is, there will your heart
be algo.” Luke 12 : 33, 34.

Have you not often mourned your worldly-
mindedness, and wished to have your thoughts
more upon heaven and the things found there?
Then sell some of your worldly goods, and send
them on before you. You will then have no diffi-
culty in fixing your affections on heaven, because
your treasure will be there; and the more of it
you have there, the more steadfastly will your
mind be centered in that place. The remedy for
worldly-mindedness is simple, and within the
reach of all who choose to employ it.

The brethren in Australia have been struggling
to build a publishing-house. Heretofore, they
have paid heavy rents for a leased building; but
as the lease is just expiring, and rents are rising,
it was thought by them to be more economical to
have a building of their own. Of course, they will
not be able to pay for it without great sacrifice ;
but even if no help comes from other sources, we
believe, from what we know of the brethren there,
that they will sacrifice to the last extremity, in
order to complete the work begun. Separated as
that continent is, by thousands of miles of ocean,
from any other country, a publishing-house there
seems an absolute necessity. Our older brethren
in America will remember that when our two lead-
ing publishing-houses here were established, it was
at a great sacrifice, even though the cause had many
friends. But in that country the friends of the
cause are yet few; and do they not need some en-
couragement in their good undertaking !

Many of our publications issued here should be
revised, so as to be more adapted to that field, and
then be reprinted there. Those who are best ac-
quainted with the publishing work, say that for
every new book ofany considerable size, it requires
between $1,000 and $2,000 for revision, compos-
ing, and buying the stock on which to print it. If]
then, the work of publishing shall be carried on

| - there, it is easy to see that means will be required
Y{ : with which to accomplish it.
- this.burden rest on the shoulders of that infant

But shall we let all

misgion, while we remain inactive, and thus virtu-

ally ask: “Am I my brother's keeper”? This
has not been the spirit of those imbued with the
message in the past, and we believe there are those
still who will prove loyal and true to the trust
committed to us as a people.

Brethren, the day of our opportunity is already
here. Soon the privilege of bearing a share of the
burdens in this work will be gone. In a little
time, the third angel’s message will have done its
work, and then those who have withheld from the
Lord that which was his own, will cast their silver
and gold “to the moles and to the bats,” as a
worthless commodity. Their large possessions will
appear of little value, as they melt away before the
fires of the last day. How much better to dispose
of them ourselves, where they will do good ; and, as
a result, have the joy of meeting precious souls in
the kingdom of God who have been saved. through
our giving up all for Christ. J. O. CorLiss.

/’/111"[)5)(
DAVID’S GIFTS TO THE TEMPLE.

“ Bur who am I, and what is my people, that we
should be able to offer so willingly after this sort ¢
For all things come of thee, and of thine own have
we given thee.” 1 Chron. 29:14. The time
when David was to be gathered to his fathers had
almost come ; but before his career closed, he
turned his attention to the sanctuary to be erected
for the Lord. David was not the one chosen of
the Lord to build the temple ; but he had no
jealousy in his heart on this account, and mani-
fested none the less zeal and earnestness in its be-
half. He had prepared in abundance the most
costly material,—gold, silver, onyx stones, and
stones of divers colors, marble, apd the most pre-
cious woods. And now all this valuable treasure
that he had collected must be ‘committed to oth-
ers ; for other hands must build the house for the
ark, the symbol of God’s presence.

David summons the princes of the congrega-
tion to receive his legacy in trust, but he has a
special appeal to make to the people before he
commits to them all this substance for the temple
of the Lord. He says, “I have vrepared with all
my might for the house - = ~#iwi " e
goes on to enumerate the
ered. More than this, he
affection to the house of iy Grod;- -
own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have
given to the house of my God, over and above all
that I have prepared for the holy house, even
three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined sil-
ver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal.”
“ Who then,” he asks of the assembled multitude
who had brought their liberal gifts, “ who then is
willing to consecrate his service this day unto the
Loxd 1"

“ Then the chief of the fathers and princes of
the tribes of Israel, and the captains of thou-
sands and of hundreds, with the rulers of the
king’s work, offered willingly, and ‘gave for the
service of the house of God of gold five thousand
talents and ten thousand drams, and of silver ten
thousand talents, and of brass eighteen thousand
talents, and one hundred thousand talents of iron.
And they with whom precious stones were found
gave them to the treasure of the house of the
Lord, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.
Then the people rejoiced, for- that they offered

vl Ui

-willingly, because with perfect heart they offered

willingly to the Lord : and David the king also
rejoiced with great joy. Wherefore David blessed
the Lord before all the. congregation : and David
said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our
father, forever and ever. Thine, O Lord, is the
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head
above all. Both riches and honor come of thee,
and thou reignest over all ; and in thine hand is
power and might ; and in thine hand it is to
make great, and to give strength unto all. Now
therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy
glorious name. But who am I, and what is my
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly
after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of
thine own have we given thee. For we are
strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all
our fathers: our days on the earth are as a
shadow, and there is none abiding. O Lord our

God, all this store that we have prepared to build
thee an house for thine holy name cometh of thine
hand, and is all thine own. I know also, my
God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure
in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of
mine heart I have willingly offered all these
things : and now have I seen with joy thy peo-
ple, which are pregent here, to ofter withngly unto
thee. O Lord Uod of Abraham, Isaac, and of Is-
rael, our fathers, keep this forever in the imag-
ination of the thougnts of the heart of thy peo-
ple, and prepare thewr heart unto thee : and give
unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy
commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes,
and to do all chese things, and to build the palace,
for the which I have muade provision. And
David said to all the congregation, Now bless the
Lord your God. And all the congregation blessed
the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed down

their heads, and worshiped the Lor@a and the
king.” 1 Chron. 29 : 6-20. Q(\aﬂ, W)

With deepest interest the king had gatherdd the
rich material for building and beautifying the tem-
ple. He had composed the glorious anthems that
in after years should echo through its courts. Now
his hears was made glad in God, as the chief of the
fathers and the princes of Israel so nobly re-
sponded to his appeal, and offered themselves to
the important work before them. And as they
gave their service, they were disposed to do more.
They swelled the gifts, giving of their own posses-
sions into the treasury. David had felt deeply his
own unworthiness in gathering the material for the
house of God, and the expression of loyalty in the
ready response of the nobles -of his kingdom, as
they came forward, with willing hearts dedicating
their treasures to Jehovah, and devoting them-
selves to his service, filled him with joy. But it
was God alone who had imparted this disposition
to his people. He must be glorified, not man.
God must receive the honor and praise due to his
name.
with the riches of earth, and his Spirit had made
them willing to bring their precious things for the
temple. 1t was all of the Lord; if his divine
power had not wrought with human etfort, mov-
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longs to God. Whatever God has bestowed in the
valuable and beautiful things of earth, is placed
in the hands of men to test them,—to sound the
depths of their love for him and their appreciation
of his favors. Whether it be the treasures of
wealth or of intellect, they are to be laid, a willing
offering, at the feet of Jesus; the giver acknowi-
edging, meanwhile, with David, “ For all things
come of thee, and of thine own have we given
thee.”

It is an honor ‘bestowed upon man that God
should intrust to his keeping the riches of earth,
and it is done that he may co-operate with God by
using these precious gifts in advancing the Lord’s
work in the earth. None of us can do without the
blegsing of God, but God can do his work without
the aid of man, if he so choose. But this is not
his plan ; he has given to every man his work, and
he trusts men with treasures of wealth or of intel-
lect, as his stewards. Whatever you render to

. God is, through his mercy and generosity, placed
to your account as a faithful steward. But ever
bear in mind, ¢ Of thine own have we given thee.”

This is not a work of merit on man’s part.
However wonderful the powers and abilities of .
man, he possesses nothing which God did not give
him, and which he cannot withdraw, if these prec-
ious tokens. of his favor are not appreciated, and
rightly applied. Angels of God, with clear, fine
perceptions unclouded by sin, recognize the endow-
ments of Heaven as bestowed with the intention
that they be returned in such a way as to add to
the glory of the great Giver. For one to use these
God-given capabilities to procure his own happi-
ness, or to promote his own glory, dishonors the -
Creator. Brethren and sisters in Christ, God calls
for the consecration to his service of every faculty
he has given you. He wants you to say, with
David: “All things come of thee, and of thine
own have we given thee.” E. G. WaiTE.

R

—Give because you love to give-~as the lower.
pours forth its perfume.—Spurgeon...

T

It was he who had provided the people . |}-
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THE APPROACHING GRISIS‘NDEXEW

A GREAT crisis awaits the people of God. Very

P goon our nation will attempt to enforce upon all, the

observance of the first day of the week as a sacred
day. In doing this, they will not scruple to com-
pel men against the voice of their own conscience
to observe the day the nation declares to be the
Sabbath, In view of this, there must be, among
God’'s commandment-keeping people, more spirit-
uality and a deeper conseeration to God, and a zeal
in his work that has never yet been reached, to
hold aloft the banner of God’s truth. The law of
God, the only standard of righteousness, must be
prized in proportion as the professed Christian
world manifest contempt for it. ~ ~
» The law of God should be loved and prized by
God’s true people now, more than ever before.
There is the most urgent necessity of enforcing
the words of Christ upon the mind and heart of
overy believer, both men and women, youth and
children : “Search the Scriptures.” Ixamine
your Bibles as you have never done before. Un-
less you arise to a higher, holier attitude in your
religious life, you will not be ready for the appear-
ing of our Lord. There are many who are not
purifying their souls by obeying the truth. As
great light has been given them, God expects pro-
portionate zeal, devotion, and faithfulness upon the
part of his people. But there will be proportion-
ate darkness, unbelief, and blindness as the truth
is not appreciated and acted upon. .
The Lord will not remove from his people every
occasion t6"doubt’; but he will give sufficient light
and-gvideics to encourage faith and confidence ;

‘and if they walk as Christ, the light of the world,

leads the way, they will not step aside into the
paths of doubt and unbelief. When declension
and danger threaten the church, there will be more
praying, more fasting, by the faithful few, and the
Lord will answer the prayers offered to him in sin-

1 cerity, and at the same time he will come forth as
" “anuvenger because of the guiltiness of the evil-
- workers,

He will be a protector; for he will
“avenge his own elect, which cry day and night
unte him, though he bear long with them.”

. It will appear as. though Satan .is. triumvhant, |-
< and thab brath ds o orborne with falwehood and

vrar 3 beusanty “the people oyl ¥ hom Lhod Hus

God and the defenders of his truth, are placed in
desperate jeopardy through its oppressive legisla-
tion. Should our nation abjure the principles of
Protestantism, to give countenance and sanction to
the Sunday law, they will in this act join hands
with popery ; for it will be nothing else than giv-
ing life to the tyranny which has been eagerly
waiting and watching its opportunity to spring
into active despotism. And now, as this evil is on
the point of realization, it is the business of all
believers in the Bible to arouse.’

For years many_have sat in calm expectation of
this“eveiit; aiid they will not be working out the
purposes of God if they comfort themselves with
the thought that what is to come will come, and
anything that they may do will not prevent it.
They should not settle down in an easy, comfort-
able indolence, thinking that God will shelter his
own people in the day of this calamity. This is
the time for action, not for indolence and spiritual

stupor. Satan is preparing his forces with a

power from beneath, and all heaven is in busy
activity, ready to work in the interests of those
who are awake to the condition of things, and, like
faithful sentinels, are doing all they can to arouse
the people to avert, if possible, the threatened evil.

If our people continue in the listless attitude in
which they have been, God cannot pour upon them
his Spirit.  They are unprepared to co-operate
with him. They do not realize the threatened dan-
ger, and are not awake to the situation, They
should feel now as never before their need of
vigilance and well-concerted action.

The following quotation from ¢ Testimony, No.
32,” pages 208-210, which was published in 1885,
shows that our people have not been left without

warning as to the duties and dangers of the times:— -

God has revealed what is to take place in the last
days, that his people may be prepared to stand
against the tempest of opposition and wrath. Those
who have been warned of the events before them
are not to sit in calm expectation of the coming
storm, comforting themselves that the Lord will

. shelter his faithful ones in the day of trouble. We

. ahizld, and she country which {ing beer
" wn asylum bo the conscience-oppressed lovers of

are to be ag men waiting for their Lord, not in.idle
expectancy, but in earnest work, with unwavering
fait It is no time now to allow our minds to be
engrosged with things of minor importance. While
men are gleeping, Satan is actively arranging matters
go that the Lord’s people may not have mercy or
justice. The Sunday movement is now making its
way in de¥Kitess,” " The" leaders are concesling the
~t¥1i6 isste, and many who unite in the movement do
not themselves see whither the under-current is tend-
ing. Its professions are mild, and apparently Chris-
tian; but when it shall speak, it will reveal the spirit
of thedragon. Itis our duty to do all in our power
to avert the threatened danger. We should endeavor
to disarm prejudice by placing ourselves in a proper
light before the people. We should bring before
them the real question at igsue, thus interposing the
most effectual protest "against measures to restrict
liberty of conscience.
ures, and be able to give the reason for our faith.
Says the prophet, “ The wicked shall do wickedly,
and none of the wicked shall understand; but the
wise shall understand.”

Those who have access to God through Christ have
important work before them. Now is the time to
lay hold of the arm of our strength. The prayer of
David should be the prayer of pastors and laymen :
It is time for thee, Lord, to work ; for they have
made void thy law.” Let the servants of the Lord
weep between the porch and the altar, crying,
‘“ 8pare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine herit-
age to reproach.” God has always wrought for his
people in their greatest extremity, when there seemed
the least hope that ruin could be averted. The de-
signs of wicked men, the enemies of the church, are
gubject to his power and overruling providence, He
can move upon the hearts of statesmen; the wrath
of the turbulent and disaffected, the haters of God,
of his truth and his people, can be turned aside, even
a8 the rivers of water are turned, if he orders it
thus. Prayer moves the arm of Omnipotence. He
who marshals the stars in order in the heavens,
whose word controls thé waves of the great deep,—
the same infinite Crestor will work in behalf of his
people if they call upon him in faith. He will re-
strain the forces of darkness, until the warning is
given to the world, and all who will heed it are pre-
pared for the conflict. “The wrath of man shall
praise Thee,” says the psalmist; ‘“the remainder of
wrath ghalt Thou restrain.” God means that testing
truth shall be brought to the front, and become a
subject of examination and discussion, even if it is
through the contempt placsd upon it. The minds of

e pecple wnst -he sl Every controversy,
dvery reproyth, evary sieuder, will be God's means
of provekl s uwakening minds that
ofherwise wonld simnbet. o .

_ lug i bés been In the past history of God’s peo-
ple. For refusing to worship the great golden image
which Nebuchadnezzar had set up, the three He-
brews were cast into the flery furnace. But God
preserved his servants in the midst of the flames, and
the attempt to enforce idolatry resulted in bringing
the knowledge of the true God before the assembled
princes and great men of the vast kingdom of
Babylon. 8o it was when the decree went forth for-
bidding prayer to any god save the king. As Daniel,
according to his custom, made his supplications three~
times a day to the God of heaven, the attention of
the princes and rulers was called to his case. He
had an opportunity to speak for himself, to show
who is the true God, and to present the reason why
he alone should receive worship, and the duty of
rendering him praise and homage, And the deliver-
ance of Daniel from the den of lions was another
evidence that the Being whom he worshiped was the
true and living God.

So the imprisonment of Paul brought the gospel
before kings, princes, and rulers, 'who otherwise
would not have had this light. The efforts made to

retard the progress of truth will serve to extend it. 4

The excellence of truth is more clearly seen from
every successive point from which it may be viewed.
Error requires disguise and concealment. It clothes
itself in angel robes, and every manifestation of its
real character lessens its chance of success.

The people whom God has made the depositaries
of his law are not to permit their light to be hidden.
The truth must be proclaimed in the dark places of
the earth. Obstacles must be met and surmounted.
A great work is to be done, and this work has been
intrusted to those who know the truth. They should
make mighty intercession with God for belp now.
The love of Christ must be diffused in their own
hearts. The Spirit of Christ must be poured out
upon them, snd they must be making ready to stand
in the judgment. While they are consecrating them-
selves to God, a convincing power will attend their
efforts to present the truth to others, and its light
will find access to many hearts. We must sleep no
longer on Satan’s enchanted ground, but call into
requisition all our resources, and avail ourselves of
évery facility with which Providence has furnished
us. The last warning is to be proclaimed ‘ before
Iiiémjhpeople, and nations, and tongues, and kings ;”
and the promise is given, ““Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.”

>Through fraud and falsehood Satan is now using

We should gearch the Secript-|

world from God’s mercy. They are working n
blindness. They do not see that if a Protestant
government sacrifices the principles that have
-made them a free, independent nation, and through
legislation brings into the Constitution, principles
that will propagate papal falsehood and papal de-
lusion, they are plunging into the Roman horrors
of the Dark Ages. But this need not be, just at
this point of time, if the church is aroused to her
duty and her work. A vast responsibility is de-
volving upon men and women of prayer through-
out the Jand, to petition that God may sweep back

grace to work for the Master.

been seen in its importance. God meant that his
people should be far in advance of what they are
to-day. But now, when the time has come for
them to spring into action, they have the getting
ready to do. When Satan made his advances, it
was high time for the watchmen on the walls of
Zion to arouse and counteract his efforts to obtain

light has heen Rept from our people,—the very
present truth which they needed for this time.
Not all of our ministers who are giving the third
angel’s message, really understand what constitutes
that message. The National Reform movement
has been regarded by some as of so little impor-
tance that they have not thought it necessary to
give much attention to it, and have even felt that
in so doing, they would be giving time to questions
distinct from the third angel’s message. May the
Lord forgive owr brethren for thus interpreting
the very message for this time. The third angel’s
mesgage comprehends more than .many suppose.
What interpretation do they give to the passage
which says an angel descended from heaven, and
the earth was lightened with his glory % This is not
a time when we can be excused for inactivity. If
this work, which was so essential, had been taken
up by our ministers, there would be to-day a far
different state of things in all our churches.

Some in the church will prove to be false brethren;
their faith, their love, their patience, their constancy
will be tested and tried; and if they are not rooted
and grounded in the truth; if they are not filled with
the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Chrigt
unto the glory and the praise 6f God, they will be-
come offended at reproofs and warnings, will not
humble their souls before God, and will go back and
walk no more with those who love the truth. The
people need to be aroused in regard to the dangers
of the present time. The watchmen are asleep. We
are years behind. Let the chief watchmen feel the
urgent necessity of taking heed to themselves,
lest they lose the opportunities given to them to see
the dangers. Tet them blow the trumpet, not in
a general way, but so that it may give a certain
sound, that other watchmen upon the walls of Zion
may hear, and in their turn send forth the warn-
ing note.

Perils now threaten the people of God; and
what will they do} Can we not assist in lifting
the standard, and in calling to the front those who
have a regard for their religious rights amd priv-
ileges? God calls us to awake; for the end is
near. The prophecies that show us the closing
gscenes of earth’s history, are fast fulfilling. The
time is fast approaching when we shall be made to
fee] the hand of oppression, because we demand
our religious rights, Shall we then dishonor God
by keeping silent, when his holy commandments
are being trampled under foot %

We have been looking many years for a Sunday
law to be enacted in our land ; and now that the
movement is right upon us, we ask, What are our
people going to do in the matter? Do you realize
that the night will soon come, when no man can
work 1 Have you that intensity of zeal, that piety
and devotion, which will enable you to stand wher
opposition is brought upon you? If God has ever
spoken by me, the time will come when we shall
be brought before councils, and every position of
truth which we hold will be severely criticised.
The time that we are now allowing to go to waste
should be devoted to the charge God has given us,
of preparing for the approaching crisis. Much
time should be spent in prayer, that our garments
of character may be washed and made white in the
blood of the Lamb.

We should especially seek God for grace and

power to be given his peoplenow. God lives ; and

those who claim to be Christians to divorce the

this cloud of evil, and give a few more years of ||
|~ The peculiar work of the third angel "has not '

the advantage< It is not in the order of (God that *

L

"



Drc. 11, 1888.

we do not believe that the time has fully come
when he would have our liberties restricted. ;{ The
prophet saw four angels standing on‘thé four

corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the -

earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth,
nor on the sea, nor on any tree.” Another angel
ascending from the east, cried to them, saying,
“ Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
till we have gealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads.” This points out the work we now
have to do, which is to cry to God for the angels
to hold the four winds until missionaries shall be
gent to all parts of the world, and shall have pro-
claimed the warning against disobeying the law of
Jehovah, But every conceivable thing that the
enemy can bring against the people of God, to
hinder them in their work, will be employed. The
Lord, on the other hand, bids all to be awake and
to watch ; for it was while men slept, that the
enemy sowed tares. E. G. WHITE.

A UNITED AND CONTINUED EFFORT
REQUIRED.

THE present movement in opposition to religious
legislation is one in which every Seventh-day Ad-
ventist is personally interested ; and while but
few, comparatively, may be called upon to solicit
subscriptions to the petitions that have been pre-
pared, all have an important part to act in the
matter. Those who remain at home are not re-
lieved from responsibility. The few who go among
the people to solicit signatures, are simply repre-
sentatives of the rest. It is the privilege and duty
of those not personally engaged in the work, to
bring the special blessing of God upon the efforts
of those who are, by humiliation of heart, and by
fervent, effectual prayer. And that they may un-
derstandingly pray and exercise faith, and also be
in readiness to act when occasion requires, it is
necessary that they should inform themselves to
the utmost of their opportunities, upon the issue
now before us. The importance of the times de-
mands this, and nothing less can meet the approval
of God. , '

No one can understandingly entertain the idea
that the present effort to secure legislation in favor
of Sunday by the Constitutions] Amendment party,
will be temporary, even though the bills before
Congress should not pass at this gession. We
should therefore plan for continued effort, not only
in opposing this movement, but in prosecuting the
work which we have to accomplish before Sunday
laws are made and enforced. If this work were
already accomplished, the urgemcy of the case
would be far less than it is. Although unjust,
and subversive to the best interests of all United
States citizens, these laws will surely be enacted
" and enforced by the Government in the near future.
And then if the work of the church in heralding
the last message of mercy to the world has. not
been completed, it will have to be done “in a ter-
rible crisis, under most discouraging, forbidding
circumstances. The warnings that worldly con-
formity has silenced or withheld, must be given
under the fiercest opposition from the enemies of
the faith. At that time the superficial, conserva-
tive class, whose influence has steadily retarded
the progress of the work, will renounce the faith,
and take their stand with its'avowed enemies, to-
ward whom their sympathies have long been tend-
ing. These apostates will then manifest the most
" bitter enmity, doing all in their power to oppress
and malign their former brethren, and to excite
indignation against them. This day is just before
us. The members of the church will individually
be tested and proved. They will be placed in cir-
cumstances where they will be forced to bear wit-
ness for the truth., Many will be called to speak
before councils and in courts of justice, perhaps
separately and alone. The experience which would
have helped them in this emergency they have
neglected to obtain, and their souls are burdened
with remorse for wasted opportunities and neglected
privileges.”—T'estimony for the Church, No. 32,
p- 219. This clearly sets before us what we may
expect. 'We are years behind in this work ; there-
fore it is of the utmost importance that we make
the most of the time that remains.

If the suggestions which have been made with
respect to securing signatures, are carried into ef-
fect, every locality in this country where we have
churches and scattered members, will be thor-

oughly canvassed by persons chosen for this pur-
pose. This will afford an opportunity of learning
the sentiments of the people with respect to our

views, so that the beginning now made can be fol--

lowed with other labor. The distribution of read-
ing-matter in connection with  obtaining signa-
tures, should be made to open the way for the
presentation of more. The effort that is now rec-
ommended should be made with this in view ; and
to thiz end those who engage in it should do so
with the object of arousing an interest, and of
learning how the people can be reached individ-
ually by personal effort. It will not be advisable
to take time to present different points of truth in
connection with the petitions, but they will pre-
pare the way for future efforts in this direction.

It is usually better to leave a persbn while he
is interested to hear more, with the way open for
another interview, than to satisfy him at once.
Meanwhile the Spirit of God will be impressing
his mind, and preparing him to receive further
light. Many missionary workers make the mis-
take of saying too much at one time,—more than
the person with whom they are conversing can
comprehend, so that he often becomes confused.
One direct text of Secripture on some point of
truth that will remain in the mind, is better than
hours of talk concerning which only a confused
idea will be retained.

Another point that should be carefully guarded,
is that of arousing a spirit of controversy. In
many instances those who present the petitions,
will be met by strong opposition, and the tempta-
tion to reply in the same spirit will be great ; but
the result of yielding to it will usually be a loss of
time and influence. The object of every one who
presents these petitions for signatures, should be
to lay the foundations for future labor. They
ghould take notes of individual cases, to be consid-
ered by those in charge of the work in meetings
for prayer and consultation. In many cases, the
one who presents the petitions may not be the
best person to carry on the work with individuals.
The circumstances connected with various cases
should be carefully considered, so that the best

course may be pursued. There may be vases
accompanied by corre:
spondence from a distance, would be more accept- |

where reading-matter,

able. S
Great forbearance and patience should be exer-
cised toward persons who are in darkness. Had
we been surrounded by the same circumstances,
subjected to the same influences, we might now
occupy a worse position than they. Hven in their
deception and blindness, God may look upon
them with more favor than upon many who have
recoived greater light. We cannot read the heart,
or tell what the grace of God can do for any one.
Let us be careful not to defeat the purpose of
God in any case, either by inaction- or indiscre-
tion. Mar1a L. HuNTLEY.

SUGGESTIONS ABOUT THE PETITIONS.

WHO SHALL SOLICIT SIGNATURES ?

1. In the vicinity of local Tract Societies, per-
sons who may be selected by a council of the
church, Tract Society, and Sabbath-school officers,
in their several localities.

2. In localities where there are no local Tract
Societies, such persons as may be selected by the
State Conference and Tract Society officers,

3. Persons of influence who are not 8. D. Ad-
ventists, but who are interested, or may become so,
in preserving the Counstitution of the United States
as ib is.

4. Intelligent persons who have become in-
terested in reading our publications through mis-
sionary correspondence or otherwise, Those hav-
ing correspondence with such persons should send
them pledges and suitable publications, and invite
them to co-operate in the work,

Those appointed to solicit signers should be par-
ticular in ascertaining what territory, or class of
individuals, is assigned to them, so that persons
shall not be repeatedly solicited for their signature.

HOW TO MAKE PREPARATION,

1. By seeking that connection with God which
will insure the aid of his Holy Spirit.

2. By a careful study of the tract, ¢ The United
States Constitution,” the Sentinel tracts, the special
issue of the Battle Creek Journal, which will be

. papers are pub
appointed o
:{'the tract,
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forwarded soon, and various articles that have ap-
peared in the Sentinel,

3. By attending meetings for instruction and
consultation which may be appointed by those in
charge of the work.

HOW TO PRESENT THE PETITIONS,

1. Present the subject from the stand-point of an.
American citizen, without regard to religious or
political opinions. This work should be engaged
in, not so much because 8. D. Adventists are likely
to suffer from the adoption of the proposed Amend-
ment, as because the rights of every citizen of the
United States are thereby endangered.

2. Secure the signature of influential persons to
head your lists, such as lawyers, doctors, mer-
chants, and others who are respected in the com-
munity. Also obtain the -assistance of such men,

in the matter of presenting the petitions to others, |

with whom they would have much more influence
than yourself. It would not be best to head the
lists with the signatures of persons of pronounced
infidel sentiments. Our people would better sign
on lists by themselves. Persons holding official
positions should indicate that fact by giving titles
or otherwise.

3. Take the signatures of those who sign
readily, at once, and leave with them the tract,
«The United States Constitution.” To those who
hesitate, present in your own language and by
reading short extracts, the points in the tract ; and
if they still object, give them such reading-matter
as will answer their objections, and make them an-
other call.

Avoid all controversy, whether upon religious,
political, or other subjects ; and also avoid un-
pleasant allusions to religious or political bodies.
Be courteous; work quietly, earnestly, and as
quickly as is consistent with thoroughness, Let

those who do not solicit signatures, sustain those- -

who do, with their sympathy and prayers.
NEWSPAPERS.

kind are in circulation,
Jikely tonotice thefact.

fghed, one

assorted package of the Scn and if pos--
sible secure their approval of the movement. It
will then be the duty of this person to examine
the papers issued in his locality, and be prepared
to respond to articles or items that may appear,

| either favorable or unfavorable, in a way to ad-

vance the interests of the work.

To assist those who may be appointed to this
work, by making suggestions and providing items. -
of information, etc., a committee has been ap-
pointed. Should the assistance of this committee
be desired in responding to any particular article,
the paper containing it should be forwarded to the
committee. :

Address, Prof. Wm. H. Mc Kee, Battle Creek
College, Battle Creek, Michigan. :

COMMITTEE.

HINTS TO CANVASSERS AND OTHERS.

WHEN the petitions are being sent to the
churches, a copy should be forwarded to each can-
vasser working alone, and enough more mailed to
the leaders of canvassing companies so that each
member of the company may be supplied. Copies
of the new four-page tract, ¢ The United States
Constitution,” and of the special issue of the
Battle Creek Journal, should also be sent to the
canvassers, for their careful study. It is not nec-
essary that they should stop canvassing, and give
their whole attention to circulating the petitions,
unless, in special cases, where their Conference so
provides. After giving the subject thought, each
canvasser should take with him a copy of the peti-
tion, calling attention to it, after having shown
his book, or when delivering, as suits him best.
He should also take with him a few packages of
the Sentinel tracts, and as many of the new four-
page tract,—‘ The United States Constitution,”—
as he can conveniently carry, giving away qopies of
the latter, and selling or taking orders for the Sen-
¢inel tracts wherever it can be done without: inter-
fering with his regular work. =~ .~ 0 Do

In country territory, it will do no.ha
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starting out for a few days or a week, to carry a
small sachel, containing helps for expenses, and
anti-National Reform literature. In city territory,
- enough for a day’s canvass can be carried in the
ockets. If there is a gentleman canvasser in the
field who has no more pockets than are ordinarily
made in men’s winter clothing, he should buy a
quarter of a yard of light, strong ducking, before
another day passes, and either make, or have made,
a large pocket on the inside of one or both skirts
of his coat, between the lining and the cloth,
wherein to bestow his goods. The pockets will be
found convenient for ordinary work, and are espe-
‘cially useful in an emergency like the present.
. Whether a person is a canvasser or not, one of
the most effective means by which to secure signa-
tures to the petition will be by visiting persons of
the best standing in the community firsé, and not
only seouring their names, but also their assistance
in obtaining the signatures of others, whether by
circulating a copy of the petition themselves, by
accompanying you and speaking favorably of your
work, or by giving you a note of introduction or
recommendation to leading persons with whom you
are not acquainted.

There are circumstances in great variety, each
requiring different treatment ; but if I were chosen
to secure signatures in a town where I once lived
for several years, I would conduct the work in the
following manner :—

First, I would call on Mr. 8 , & friend of
‘mine who is a prominent business man in the place,
and also a leading member of the Congregational
church. His name and the name of his wife I
should, without doubt, secure. One of his inti-
mate friends is a wealthy old gentleman, Colonel
——, who is a director in one of the banks, and a
‘very prominent member of the Unitarian church:
He is also an acquaintance of mine ; and by visit-
iing him in company with the first-mentioned per-
son, or by having only the signature of that person
on my petition, Colonel and his wife could be

nflu Tin favor of signing, at least after I had
# the deagor of amwreting the Coustitniion
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two_ years, and in our business correspondence I
‘have occasionally referred to the National Reform
party, and asked him some questions, in answer
to which he has expressed himself as much inter-
ested in the matter presented in the paper. So
his name and the name of his wife I consider al-
ready on my list.

Through the influence of these persons I should

then hope to obtain the signatures of the presi-
dent of the State University, and his wife, with
‘whom I am not personally acquainted, as they
have connected with the institution since my re-
aoval from the place. But I should not ask for
‘the name of the old family doctor for some time
‘yet ; for, although a first class physician, he is
known to be an infidel,
. . With these names, and perhaps a few other se-
Tect ones, I would then call on the three editors,
giving to each a package of the Sentinel tracts,
and a copy of the new four-page tract, “ The United
States Constitution,” either writing a short notice
favoring the petition and showing the danger
threatening the rights of every American citizen
by the proposed amendment, or calling the atten-
‘tion of the editors to such points as would enable
them to write intelligently on the subject. I
should then begin the canvass for signers among
the members of the Congregational church, doing
thorough work ; following with the Methodists,
Presbyterians, etc., finally picking up the names of
doctors, lawyers, merchants, and others outside of
‘the churches. ‘

Whether the editors are infidels or not, reading-
metter should be placed in their hands as soon as
possible, although it would not be best to head the
list with the names of any who are infidels. In
some cases, it would be a good plan to make an
early call on leading prohibitionists and prominent
members of the Woman’s Christian Temperance
Union, leaving reading-matter with off, whether
they sign the petition or not. Many of them do
not know of the evil lurking in the Amendment
movement ; and all should be given an opportunity
‘to read on the question, and to sign the petition ;
‘though in localities where determined opposition

"f_m,h_(_

is likely to be aroused, persons from whom it is
expected should not be visited among the first, as
an opportunity would thus be given them to hinder
“our work.

In small towns it would be better for one person
to devote several days to the work and do it all,
than for several to devote one day to it, each doing
a little ; because the one who works the entire
village or township carries with him the influence
of all the names obtained ; whereas, if a small dis-
trict is worked by several, each will have but a
few names ; and names carry a heavy influence.
Therefore give large, rather than small districts to
the workers. No church should be satisfied with
canvassing its own neighborhood merely. There
are so many localities where none of our people
live, that each church should send workers into
adjacent towns and counties.

The tracts and papers should be so carefully
studied that, without hesitation, short extracts can
be read from them touching whatever phase of the
Amendment question is under consideration, as
elsewhere suggested. This will open the way for
you to offer to leave thege tracts with those who
are interested. Many who are friendly to the cir-
culation of the petition will be glad of a chance to
agsist by purchasing the tracts, or by subscribing
for the American Sentinel. If every opportunity
afforded for doing missionary work in connection
with the presentation, and following the circula-
tion, of the petitions, is improved, not only will
thousands of signatures be obtained, but the truths
of the third angel’s message may thereby receive a
favorable introduction to many whose attention
could not otherwise be arrested.

A preparasory class, held an hour each day, for
as many members of the church as can attend,
would, in a week’s time, develop thousands in our
ranks who could begin the work of circulating these
petitions, they meanwhile studying further into the
subject to which they are calling the attention of
the people. The matter in this Extra, to-
gether with the Sentinel tracts and the special
number of the Battle Creek Journal, will take the
place of a teacher in all our churches where minis-
ters cannot be had 6 vondust the class,

- As thé names of all signors woy hereafber be of
~vulue for misdonary prryoses, wwe récommend that

1 a duplicate list of all names be preserved by each

local tract society, and by those who obtain signa-
tures outside the territory of any tract society.
F. E. BeLDEN.

A LIVE ISSUE.

THE columns of the gecular as well as the re-
ligious press have been for many years brought,
with consummate skill and subtlety, into the
service of the National Reform party. On the
contrary, the third angel’s message and its discus-
sion have been almost entirely excluded from the
newspaper world, and thus we have been deprived,
in great measure, of one of the most effective
means for its promulgation,—a method which far
excels all others in the rapidity with which it
may arouse the interest, and appeal to the intelli-
gence, of the American people, and of all reading
people the world over. The prime movers in the
dissemination of the principles of the National
Reform party have realized this fact in their own
behalf, and have availed themselves of the ave-
nues of the press, with exceeding wisdom in their
generation. Up to the present time, their ad-
vances have been so insidious and cunningly cov-
ered that the progress made by them toward a
union of church and state, has been imperceptible
to few except those who saw in their course 2 ful-
fillment of prophecy. Bub since the introduction
of their Constitutional Amendment and Sunday
bill, they openly boast that they already have six
and one half millions of signatures to their peti-
tions ; and declare that they have on their side
and committed to the support of their cause, the
church and the clergy, the women of the land and
their great and beneficent organization, the W. C.
T. U., and the vast army of workingmen with all
their guilds, unions, and brotherhoods. More than
that, they are training up the youth of the Sun-
day-schools and Christian Endeavor societies to a
belief in, and an active espousal of, the fallacious
doctrines of ¢ National Reform ;” and entrench
themselves yet further against the effect of a pos-
sible present rebuff by looking forward to the
coming reinforcements to the ramnks of their vot-

ers, which the constantly advancing woman suf-
frage movement promises by the lips of one of its
most prominent and respected leaders. In addi-
tion to all this, Cardinal Gibbons assures them
the support of the Roman Catholic Church, the
suffrages of its voters, its prestige, wealth, and
power. In this movement, with such an array of
vaunted supporters, and so learned, eloquent, and
able leaders among men and women, followed by
a rank and file 80 numerous, who yield them-
selves with a blind enthusiasm to their trusted lead-
ership, together with the fact that the legislative
issue hag already been joined, and that what has
heretofore been done in secret must now be done
openly, we are brought not only face to face with
the long looked-for image, but to the very hour in
which it is necessary to do battle for the truth.

The open avowal by the National Reform party
of their long-cherished purpose, accompanied by
the bold statement of so stupendous a backing,
malkes it possible for them to be met on their own
ground, and enables us to place before the world
the Bible truth for this world and the next, as we
never have before. It should be to us a noble and
ingpiring thought that in this exigency,—in this
hour of threatened danger to the liberties of this
Republic,—we have been permitted to be the first
to raigse a warning voice ; and we should bless God
that, in his goodness, he has placed us under a
government established upon the principles given
us by his Son, wherein we may, while rendering
unto “Cwesar the things which are Cmsar’s,” un-
molestedly ¢ render unto God the things which are
God’s,” according to the dictates of our own con-
science. By this movement those who carry the
third angel’s message become the defenders of the
Constitution and the exponents of the Declaration
of Independence, having as no mean part of their
religious duty the preservation of the liberties be-
queathed to us by the fathers of the Republic, and
which by the injunction of all whom we revere,
both as divine and human authority, should be
kept sacred, pure, and inviolate. Brethren, we
are twice blessed, that in being entrusted with the
presentation to the world of religious truth unde-
filed, we are, at the same time, commissioned to
defend the Constitutional principles of the only
existing government which is founded upon God'’s
plan and according to the rule of civil government
laid down by Christ himself.

Events are taking the same dramatic course
which they did at the first coming of the Son of
God. Multitudes are looking now, as then, for the
establishment of his temporal kingdom. We are
charged with the duty of enlightening them as to
their error; otherwise, when the fatal mistake is
discovered, and it becomes apparent to them that
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, they will
scoffingly and utterly deny him, as then, and fail
of his spiritual kingdom as well.

Our duty is plain,—~to be instant in action, and
constant in prayer, that every method adopted
may be the wisest, and that every course taken
may result as shall be most pleasing to God, and
really lead to the consummation for which we
pray,—“Thy will be done in earth, ag it is in
heaven.”

It has been thought well to appoint in Battle
Creek a general press committee, to advise with
the brethren throughout the country, and assist in
furthering the discussion of these Constitutional
questions through the public press. The sugges-
tion is also made that every T. and M. society and
every sufficient body of our people, as well, whether
they have a local society or not, should appoint a
press committee of from one to three members,
whose duty it shall be to obtain circulation through
the public prints, of as much matter as possible,
bearing on the real question at issue in the ¢ Sun-
day bill” and the ‘“Educational Amendment,”
and to correspond with the general committee
whenever advice or assistance i8 required.

W. H. Mc Kzk.

—A Chrigtian should make his Saviour a per-
petual companion everywhere and on every day of
the week. Christ offers to walk with him in every
day’s journey of life. "'What companionship so en-
livening and so purifying as his ? and who else can
so make our hearts burn within us by the way ?

—When joy’s day is over, faith shines out like
the midnight sun through the Arctic skies.

-
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IT IS TIME TO AROUSE.

DEAR BRETHREN AND SISTERS oF MICHIGAN :
Many good things have been sent you by the Gen-
eral Conference. You have received due notice of
the week of prayer. Excellent readings for each
day are placed in your hands. Good plans have
been laid to make this season and Christmas Day,
with its offerings, interesting and entertaining.

This season should be regarded by all as of
greater golemnity than any like occasion preceding
it, on account of the Sunday bill and Constitutional
Amendment now pending in Congress. Petitions
to both the Senate and House of Representatives,
pleading that our Constitution may remain as it
is, have been sent you, that you may obtain sign-
ers for the same. The American Sentinel, with
thig bill and the Amendment in it, are in your
hands. All this means missionary work, as well
ag fasting and praying.

I would urge you, with all Christian earnestness,
to strictly observe the week of prayer. It seems
to me that you cannot possibly consent to pasy it
by unheeded. The gpiritual standing of our peo-
ple, as all are ready to admit, is very low. This
admission ought to speak with a loud voice to every
heart. 'We are not ready for the coming of our
Lord. Is it not time now to awake and shake off
our lukewarmness, and make a special effort to
get near the Lord ¢ When shall we have a more
favorable time %

We still have our liberty. The “image to the
beast " is, a8 it were, hanging in the balance in our
national legislature. Has not the time come to
push with energy and earnestness the work that
is placed in our hands to do ¥ Will not this very
work bring the Spirit and blessing of God into ounr
hearts, and do for us what we so much need?
There is no businesy in the world so important
ag spreading the third angel’s message., This is
God’s work, and there can be nothing else of
greater interest to the people of this nation, or to
the world. How shall they get the news it brings,
or be warned in time to escape destruction? The

1
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is hoped every one will respond nobly and bounti-
fully in their offerings to the Lord’s cause on
Christmas Day. In this, you can show your in-
terest in the foreign missions. There is a press-
ing need of help for all of them.

Could you have heen pressnt at the late meet-
ing of the General Conference, and heard the re-
ports of our missionaries from foreign fields, telling

how eager the people were in many places, to hear

and receive the truth, you would not hesitate to
supply the means necessary to push the work for-
ward. It was enough to stir to the depths the
. hardest heart. While they are earnestly longing
for the light God has so mercifully given us, shall
we mnot give it to them ¥ The demand upon us is
greater than we fully realize. The perils of the
lagt days are around us, and yet thers is an alarm-
ing indifference. O that all may arcure, and be-
come fully awakened, before deception and dark-
ness settle over us forever !

We hope that Michigan will not forget her re-
sponsibility in this important hour. TLet a united
effort be put forth to become thoroughly posted
on this National Reform movement. Let Michi-
gan stand up nobly in defense of the right, and let
her fill the petition blanks with names of Ameri-
can citizens who favor religious liberty. Now is
the time for every one to work.

While this point is a matter of very grave im-
portance, let us not forget to look to the shores of
other lands. The message must be heralded there.
Muay Michigan take her place at the front, where
she ought to stand, and present a bountiful offer-
ing unto the Lord. If we withhold our means
now, when there is such a crying need of it, we
ghall not stand clear in the gight of God. Surely
our property can gerve us but little longer. Ev-
ery one who has faith in the message must see
that the night is fast approaching, when no man
can work, May all our people coffer unto the
Lord an offering in righteousness ; and may all be
moved to seek God as never before, that they may
obtain his favor here, and eternal life hereafter.

I. D. Vax Horx, Pres. Mich. Conf.

HOW TO OBTAIN SIGNATURES TO THE
PETITIONS.

WaEN the petitions are circulated, some will be
found who do not know anything of the National
Reform movement, and will hardly see the necessity
of putting their signature to the paper. As all the
names are needed that can be obtained, it may be

. necessary for those who circulate the petitions, to pre-

sent before such, facts that will enlighten them upon
the work National Reformers are doing. Probably
there are some of our people who would like to en-
gage in the work, but are not familiar with those
facts and arguments which it would be necessary io
introduce.

No one is prepared to do good work in any line,
unless he is so familiar with the arguments that he
can talk about the matter with some fluency. May it
not be necessary, then, in circulating these petitions,
to have a fund of matter right to the point, with which
to answer objections and questions ?—It would seem
80, at least. Now, as the time is short in which to do
the desired work with the petitions, we suggest that
each one who is to take part in the effort, procure a
package of the Sentinel tracts, Which treat the various
phases of the National Reform question, and study
them diligently, to learn how to meet points of in-
quiry. First, study the National Constitution, so
that you may talk of its different clauses and amend-
ments intelligently. Then have the other tracts so
thoroughly digested that if some one raises the ob-
jection that the present movement before Congress
does not carry any significance with it,—that there is
no danger of the laws of the country being made to
conform to the views of religious teachers,—you
may be able to call his attention immediately to the
following statement from a National Reformer, found
on page 8 of the tract entitled, ‘‘The National Re-
form Constitution and the American Hierarchy” :—

The churches and the pulpits have much to do with shap-
ing and forming opinions on all moral questions, and with
interpretations of Scripture on moral and civil, as weil as on
theological and ecclesiastical points; and it is probable
that in the almost universal gathering of our citizens ahout
these, the chief discussions and the final decision of most

noints will be developed there. ‘‘ Many nations shall come

&7 the
will

MR

They Wiis sictn vu-wosb s B80T, 17 SR ;
have the law *“go forth of Zion,” and the church is
Zion, it follows that a union of church and state will
have taken place. It will then be easy also to show
that if the laws of the country are to be made by
a class of religionists, that these laws will be made
to conform to and uphold their peculiar ideas, while
those who cannot see religious duty in the same light
ag the law-makers, must be made to suffer, or else
violate their conscience, in order to conform to the
oppressive enactment. If these men shall shape and
form opinions on moral questions, as they affirm that
they will, then they take imto their keeping the
thoughts and words, as well as the actions, of all
citizens ; for morals have to do with the words and
even the thoughts.

Should any one question the application of this
word “morals,” and the design of the National Re-
formers, in trying to shape moral opinions, it would
be well to know where to find the following state-
ment from Dr. Edwards, which he made at a Na-
tional Reform Convention, when speaking of those
opposed to their views :— :

The atheist is & man who denies the being of a God and
a future life. To him, mind and matter are the same, and
time & the beall and end-all of consciousness and of
character.

The deist admits God, but denies that he has any such
control over human affairs as we call providence, or that he
ever manifests himself and his will in a revelation.

The Jew admits God, providence, and revelation, but re-
jects the entire scheme of gospel redemption by Jesus
Christ as sheer imaglnation, or-—worse -~ sheer imposture.

The Seventh-day Baptists believe in God and Christian
ity, and are conjoined with the other members of this class
by the accident of differing with the mass of Christians
upon the question of what precise day of the week shall be
observed as holy.

These all are, for the occasion, and as far as our Amend
ment is concerned, one class. They use the same argu-
ments and the same tactics against us. ZThey must be
counted together, which we very much regret, but which we
cannot help, The first-named is the leader in the dis-
content and the outery —the atheist, to whom nothing is
higher or more sacred than man, and nothing survives the
tomb. It is his class. Its lahors are almost Wholly in his
interest ; its success would he almost wholly his triumph.
The rest are adjuncts to him in his contest. They must be

- ciation, and are therefore reli

named from him ; they must be treated as, for this ques®
tion, one party. B
This quotation is found on page 4 of the tract, |
‘““Bold and Base Avowal,” and will show how all dig+
sentersare held by these Reformers ; and another frog.
the same source, found on page 18, will tell what they ./
would gladly do with all those whom they class to
gether as atheists — ;
What are the rights of the atheist? I would toler:
him as I would tolerate a poor lunatic ; for, in my view, h
mind is scarcely sound. 8o long as he does not rave, |#
long as he is not dangerous, I would tolerate him. I would'
tolerate him as I would a conspirator. The atheist. i .
dangerous man. He not only rejects and opposes my faith
but he aims to overthrow every institution, and to dissol
every relationship growing out of my faith. He would
stroy the very foundations, pull down everythiong, and bullg: - |
up nothing. But he shall be tolerated. He may live and.
go free, hold his lands and enjoy his home ; he may evén - |
vote; but for any higher, more advanced citizensbip, he ig,
as I hold, utterly disqualified.” ;
The solicitor of these signatures should also be able
to call attention to What alternative the National He-
formers propose to offer those who will not vote 3
uphoid and sustain such a government as they pro--
pose to make,—that it is not only to disfranchise .
them, but to drive them from the country.
words are found on page 5 of the tract, ‘“Natio
Reform and the Rights of Conscience,” and
quoted from an address delivered by Rev. E..B
Graham, at a convention held at York, Nebraska.
We might add, in all justice, if the opponents of ‘the:
Bible do not like our government and its Christian featupes,
let them go to some wild, desolate land ; and in the name
of the Devil. and for the sake of the Devil, subdue it, mﬂ}
set up a government of their own on infidel and atheisile
ideas; and then, if they can stand it, stay there till § :
die. ’ .
And who are these atheists? —All those who do mat. .
adopt their views of National Reform. Instea
trying to convert them through legitimate mea
these tender-hearted Christians(?) would releghte
them all to the realms of the Devil, there to remals
till they die. If it be objected that the National Re:
formers would not go so far as this, but woul
stead, tolerate among themselves all dissenters whap
they term °* atheists, ” the quotation from Rev. M. -
Edwards, on page 6 of the same fract might:
quoted, which says i— -
Tolerate atheism, sir ¢ There is nothing ont of hett
3 i .
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ble. - It would perhapy.”
be proper in some cases to refer to the Arkansas :
day law, and how it operated on Sabbath-keepets
there. But to do this properly, one should be famgil--.
iar with the tract, “ Religious Liberty,” and be shle -
readily to turn to and read some of the most pathetic
sentences in Senator Crockett’s appeal before the
islature of his State, to have the Sunday law t
from their Statutes.

We cannot speak of all the good things to be fo
in this package of tracts, in one short article. -
let all get them, and study carefully for themse
Every one circulating the petitions should have &
supply of these tracts ; and after reading & portio,
one to those whose signatures are being solicite
an interest is manifested to read the docume
should be given to them. A judicious distributi?
these tracts during the circulation of the peti
will do an incalculable amount of good. Butbe
that those who engage in this work have thes
a thorough knowledge of the facts set forth in
tracts. J. o

DATEERS

OF THE

CATHOLIC CHURC!

BY E. J, WAGGONER.

HisTORY repeats itself, because human nature is the sa
all ages of the world. Hence, he who would know how tosaseld.
error in the future, must know how errors have developed m@e
past, The ‘ Fathers of the Catholic Church®® shows the con%
of the heathen world at the time of Christ, briefly states tha
ciples of ancient heathen philosophy, andshows how the adg
of these principles by prominent men in the church, and t}
cautious lowering of the standard of pnre Christianity, dev
the papacy, which was simply a new phase of paganisg
shows that by the time of Constantine every phase.of the-pip
was fully developed, and was only waiting for mupreme p
The chapter on T T S

SUN-WORSHIF AND SUNDAY

Is alone worth the price of the book. Fine English clot
stantially bound, contains about 400 pages; and will he sen!
paid at the nominal price of $1.00. ’ :
Address the Paciric Press PusLisming Co., Oakland,
REVIEW AND HEmALD, Battle Creek, Mich.; orPacrrig.
PuruisHiNg Co., 48 Bond 8t., New York City, ‘
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THE REVIEW AND HERALD “‘EXTRA.”

‘WaEN the publication of an extra number of the
EVIEW Was proposed, we thought that four pages
ould suffice for the matter which was to be pre-
#knted ; but the subjects under consideration in the
ticles presented, are of such vital importance

mediate action is such that we could not lay the
atter over for the next issue of the Review. So
e send you eight pages, every one of which is
orthy of carveful study.

It might seom, at the first, that there is little

these pages ; but a closer study will show a vital
nnection between the giving of our means, that
$Hie missioparies may carry the message of the
ird angel to every nation, kindred, tongue, and
eople, and an effort to secure the proclamation of
gis message with greater earnestness and power
§ this country, and to stay the adverse movements
Jat would cripple our work, at home and abroad.
iFvery indication that the events are about to
nspire, which in the fulfillment of prophecy
ust be accomplished just prior to the last great
édnflict and the coming of the Lord, should move
d to greater exertion in behalf of our missionary
e?rk, at home and abroad. A recent writer on
e foreign missionary work said :—
gl‘he harvest s upon us, but the reapers are few. “ Go,”
#¥ gend,” is the duty of all the followers of God. During
¢ past year, more than 1,500 young men and young women
ered themselves as missionaries to go {nto foreign fields;
t only comparatively few were taken, because of the sad
8t that the several churches were not prepared to assume
financial vesponsibility. . Hundreds of consecrated men
d women are ready to g0 to the ends of the earth and
gach Christ, whenever our people are prepared to send

) seylture are being raised up in va-
s places, .Who are anxious to enter the field.
oveis work enough to do. Shall we not now
ke a greater effort than ever before, that these
&y be sent ag laborers into the great harvest
#ld 1 W. C. WarrE.

at none could be rejected ; and the necessity of

nnection between the two subjects treated in |

National Reformers did not fully understand the
intent of the document. If these lectures could
be given into their hands, and they could see the
animus of this National Reform work, even though
they have signed petitions favoring that movement,
they would be glad to now assist in staying its ad-
vancement,.

Get these papers, brethren, read them carefully,
and see if they are not just the thing to put into.
the hands of honest seekers after truth. Let noone
slacken his hand now. Let all stand shoulder to
shoulder in the work that is being thrust upon us
as’a people. CoMMITTEE.

THE WORK IN BATTLE CREEK.

Wuire our people throughout the country are
probably well informed as to the import of the
Blair bill soon to be presented to Congress as a
religious amendment to the United States Cousti-
tution and for the passage of which some 6,500,
000 signatures have already been obtained, it may
be of interest to know what is being done by the
friends of the « Constitution as It Is,” in opposition
thereto.

As a preliminary step, a special meeting of the
officers of the church, Sabbath-school, and mis-
sionary Bocieties was called Sabbath afternoon in the
Tabernacle, to formulate some plan by which
counter-petitions could be circulated to the best
possible advantage. The matter was fully set be-
fore the meeting by Brn. White, Corliss, and
others, and the importance of prompt action shown.
A working committee was then appointed to lay
plang for a vigorous and aggressive campaign.
This committee, with some of the leading brethren
and district leaders of the Battle Creek church,
met at Rivulet Hall Sunday evening, Dec. 9, where
the matter was again discussed at some length. It
was decided that suitable persons be selected to
solicit signatures to the petition from the members
of the Battle Creek church, while others should
canvagy professional men, and people not of our
faith, and others still, should go out into the
country adjacent. That the plan might be
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rnment. It seems as though our situation is
of a similar nature. The  American citizen,

Mpﬂxeligiqus»1ibg;;\tg@;‘a,pd so far, the overthrow
] of God’s government.
onthy those who favor the passage of the
mendient: now pending in Congress, have
ulasing petitions] and securing names to
i a8 ja memorial urging the
Alréady their list has swollen
00 signatures. In view of this,
.Gounber-eampaign is demanded, in order
hazd bhat would smite religious liberty
d trample it in the dust. To be success-
tohswork, every one who sees the end of
Blair Amendinent now pending, should do all
an to enlighten others upon this great issue.
Home are able to set forth this matter to others
their long personal observance of the move-
t; but by far the .greater number would feel
ympetent to do so. But this need not hinder
from working, and that earnestly. Provision
been made for all such to do something.
ree lectures were recently delivered on this
et in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek, by Eld.
. Jones, These were published, as delivered,
o daily Journal, and the interest in them has
me gsuch, that the three Jectures have been
od together in the Jowrnal of Dec. 11. We
~gecured 20,000 copies of this issue, which
be' furnished at ten dollars per thousand.
jo who wish for these papers to assist them in
sriglg just hefore wus,-should send in their or-
[ Lo, Huhtley, Review aNp Hzr-
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d their names to be
Acirculated by the
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1 -with itistrvetiond 167 seburs tho' signatures of
all the members of their several classes at meetings
held the same evening ; also to set before them
the importance of prompt and judicious action.
This was done, and all seemed determined to get
as many others to sign it as possible.

That all might work in complete harmory and
unison, it was decided to hold class drills, for the
instruction and guidance of those who shall go
forth in the good work. The first of these meet-
ings was held the next evening (Monday) at the
Tabernacle. The people turned out with a will,
manifesting much enthusiasm in the work contem
plated. According to previous ipstructions, the
American Sentinel and leaflot had been carefully
studied ; hence the questions asked and the an-
swers received were both interesting and instruct-
ive. KEarnest and pointed remarks were made by
Brn. White, Corliss, and others, in regard to the
work, and every one present seemed filled with
zeal for the success of the great work upon which
they had entered, feeling assured that the Lord, in
his providence, had now opened the way for the
truth to go with great power, and that by this
means the attention of honest candid people would
be called to still other important truths. Several
brethren have given themselves wholly to the
work, volunteering their time and abilities to. its
advancement. A meeting for drill is to be held
each evening during the week, and it is hoped that
we may not only be able to work our own and ad-
joining territory, but to send well-drilled and ex-
perienced workers into the neighboring cities and
towns. There are thousands of honest souls all
around us who would not uphold the Blair mend-
ment if they were properly advised as to its true
character.

Brethren, *let us not sleep as do others, but let
us watch and be sober.”” Let us go forth in the
name of the God we profess to serve, and from the
gleaming pages of hig eternal word seek to light up
the pathway of some struggling pilgrim, and dis-
cover to him, ere too late, the pitfalls and quag
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mires placed in his way. M. B. Durrie.

QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE CIRCULATION:
OF PETITIONS.

TaE following questions have been asked, which
we will briefly answer :—

L. “Shall women be solicited to sign the peti-
tions 1”’—Certainly, get the name of every person
to be had, who is twenty-one years of age and over.

2. “Shall both petitions be signed$”—Yes.
Look on the document itself, and you will there
see the request to sign both papers.

3. “Shall names be placed on the back of the
petitions ”-—No. Placed on the back, they are
liable to be overlooked when counting the signa-
tures. If there are more to sign than spaces on
the petition furnished, get another petition, or at-
tach a slip long enough to contain the names.

4. “When ought the pstitions to be returned?
and to whom 1”—They should be returned just as
soon ag possible in consistency with thorough work.
There is no time to waste. Return the petitions
to the State secretary of the tract society, of your
State, who will, in turn, forward them to the
Secrotary of the International Society.

5. “Shall addresses follow the names on the
petitions 9"—No. That was not designed. Let
the one who circulates a petition give, at the head
of the petition, simply the names of the town and
State where the signatures of that petition were ob-
tained.

6. ¢ Shall we wait to distribute the Sentinel be-
fore circulating the petitions 1 ”—This is not neces-
sary. If one has a supply of Sentinels, it will be
well to see that they are put in the hands of can-
did readers ; but the petitions should be circulated
at once. Go ahead with these, praying Heaven to
assist you in your work. CoMMITTEE.

THE AMERICAN SENTINEL,

AN EIGHT-PAGE MONTHLY JOURNAL
— DEVOTED T0—
THR DRFENSE OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS, TH% PRESERVATION
or THE UNIED STATES CoNSTITUTION AS IT 18, so Far
As Recarps RELicton oR REL1GI0US TESTS,
AND 10 MAINTENANCE OF HUMAN
Ricurs, CivilL AND

RELyaovs, -

s-pppiund to-tapibng tomil.g -
: . ; R & 5 c o
COUNIGN OF CRURCH AN STANE,
©BEUHER IN NAWMHE UK IX Fall.
It is well known that there ig a Jarge and infleential asgociation

in the United States bearing the name of the *National Reform
Association,” which is endeavoring to secnre such a— -

RELIGTIOUS AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION

Of the United States as will ** place all Christian laws, institutions,
and usages, on an undeniable legal basis in the fundamental law
of the land.” .

While there are many persons iu this country who are opposed
to, or look with suspicion upon. this moverent, there are few,
outside of the party, who realize what the influence of this Amend-
ment wounld be, The object of the AmERICAN SENTINEL will be to

VINDICATE THE RIGHTS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS,

Which, we believe, ave threatened by this Association. It will
appeal to the very fundame: tal principles of our Government,
and point out the consequences which would be sure Lo follow
should they secure the desired Amenrdment to the Constitution,

Every position taken will be carefnlly guarded and fortified by
sound argnment. Due respect will always be paid to the opinions
of others, but—

The Rights of Conscience will be Fearlessly Maintained.

TERMS.
50 cents.

Single Copy, per ycar,
Specimen Copies Free,

Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL, 43 Bond Street, New York; 26
College Place, Chicago, Illinois; or 12th and Castro Streets,
Oakland, California.

VIEWS OF NATIONAL REFORM.

Package No. 1, 184 Pages, 20 Cents.

Trrs package contains thirtcen tracts treating upon the various
phaseg of the National Reform Movement, ag follows:—

NO. PAGEER,

1. Religious Legislation........cooovivi i, 8
2. Religious Liberty..........oo o tiies veniin i, 8
8. National Reform and the Righis of Conscience.... 16
4, The American Papacy.. ... ..ovievai it iaue.s 16
5. Bold and Bage Avowal....... .. c.oeoiiin ol 16
6. National Reform is Church and State 16
7. Purity of National Religion.. 8
8. The Salemn Witcheraft .. 8
9, What Think Yeof Christ 2......... ... ... ..., 8
10. National Reformed Coustitutiou and the American
Hierarelly . ooooven e e i s 24
11. The Republicof Israel.... ... ..o vl iiiae 8
12, NWational Reformed Presbyterianism......... ... 32
13. The National Reform Movement an Absurdity.... 16
Address,

AMERICAN SENTINEL,

43 Bond Street, New York ; 26 College Place, Chicago, IIL;
or Oakland, California.

The above tracts, printed on ¢2in paper, and in large pages, will
be gent for 10 eents a package. At this price, none shonld miss
the opportunity of putting 2 package into the hands of every one
who will read it, Address only Revitw anxp HrrarLp, Battle
Creek, Mich.,
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