“Here is the Patience of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Commandments of God,

and the Faith of Jesus.” Rev. 14:12.
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BOW DOWN THINE EAR.

BY MYRTA B. CASTLE.
(Battle Creek, Mich.)

Bow down thine ear, O thou Sire of the Holy One!
Bow down thine ear, and thy mercy incline;

Justice thy name, love and mercy thine attributes,
Thou wast and art, and the ages are thine.

Bow down thine ear from thy throne in eternity,
Allwise, Omnipotent, Father, and Friend;

Steadfast thy courts on the hights of the universe,
Armies of angels thy kingdom defend.

Bow down thine ear, O thou mighty of mightiest!
God and Creator, the worlds are thy care;
“*Joy t0:Jehovah!” the stars of the morning sang;
Angels and men bow before thee in prayer.

Bow down, thine ear, Q thou Sjre of the Holy One!
- Pesgant and peer kneel:for pardon to thee;

Comely thy praise is in hedlth ot the last dread hour;

Bow down, O gracious One, hear thou cur plea!

Duy Gontyibutarg.

‘“Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another; and
the Lord :hearkened, and beard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought
upon his name.”—Mal, 3 : 16,

THE NECESSITY OF CO-OPERATION WITH
GOD.

BY MRS. E. ¢. WHITE.

““Farrm, if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone.” We are living in a time when we
should individually ask ourselves, ¢“How do I
stand related to God and eternity?” It will not
matter to what nation we may have belonged, or
what sect we have followed ; but it will matter
upon which side we have stood between good and
evil.  Daily you should ask yourself, <“Am I a
Christian? Am I a servant of sin, or am I
following Christ? Am I renewed in the image
of Christ by his transforming grace? Has a
moral change taken place in me? Do I count
all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ? Do I feel thatI am not
my own, but that I have been bought with the
precious blood of Christ, and must consecrate
myself to his service

Let no soul risk his eternal future upon a
supposition. The Lord never designed that
any one should go blindfolded to heaven. He
who sincerely desires to know, may understand
whether his steps are tending heavenward
or earthward. In the living oracles of God a
description is given of the road leading heaven-
ward, and the road leading to perdition, and no
one need be deceived as to which one he is
traveling. There is no need that one should be
lost. God willeth not the misery of any one of
his creatures, It is .his desire -that all men

should come to repentance and to the acknowl-
edging of the truth. <“For God so loved the
world, that he gave hisonly begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”” The Lord has pro-
vided ample means for our salvation ; bat he
can do nothing for us without our co-operation.
Paul eays, <“We are laborers together with
God : ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s
building.”

What honor has been bestowed upon man, in
that he is privileged to come into fellowship
with the Lord Jesus Christ; for if we suffer
with him, we shall also reign with him in glory.
The command is given, ‘* Work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling;” but this
encouragement is added : ¢‘For it is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do of his
good pleasure.”’ ¢¢ We, then, as workers to-
gether with him, beseech you also that ye re-
ceive not the grace of God in vain. (For he
saith, I have heard thee in 3 time acecepted, and
in the day of salvation have I succored thee :
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation.)” A power above and
outside of man is to work upon him, that solid
timbers may be brought into his character
building. In the inner sanctuary of thesoul the
presence of God is to abide. << And what agree
ment hath the temple of God with idols? .= For
ye are the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them ; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people.” ¢ Know yenot that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth inyou?
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall
God destroy ; for thetemple of God is holy,'which
temple ye are.”” ¢ What! know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own? For ye are bought with a
price : therefore glorify God in your body, and
in  your spirit, which are God’s.” < For
through him we both have access by one Spirit
unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with
the saints, and of the household of God ; and
are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner-stone; in whom all the building
fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple
in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded to-
gether for a habitation of God through the
Spirit.” ,

Man does not build himself into a habitation
for the Spirit, but unless there is a co-operation
of man’s will with God’s will, the Lord can do
nothing for him. The Lord is the great Master
worker, and yet the human agent must co-operate
with the divine worker, or the heavenly building
cannot be completed.  All the power is of God,
and all the glory is to redound to God, and yet
all the responsibility rests with the human agent;
for God can do nothing without the co-operation
of man. When a man believes in Jesus as his
personal Saviour, and accepts of his righteous-
ness by faith, he becomes a partaker of the di-
vine nature, having escaped the corruption that
18 in the world through lust; and he escapes
from corruption through the indwelling of the
holy Spirit.  Without divine nature, without

the influence of the Spirtt of God, man cannot
work out his ownsalvation. Said Christ, <*With-
out me ye can do nothing.” When human
effort does not combine with divine agency, how
deficient is its influence ; but he who 1s endowed
with divine power can present Christ to the
world as one who 1s able to save unto the utter-
most all who come unto God through him. The
angels of heaven are commissioned of the Lord
God of hosts to co-operate with human agency
in lifting up the standard of the gospel in every
city, village, and town, both at bome and in
foreign lands.

In every home there is missionary work to be
done ; for the children in every family are to be
brought up in the nuiture and admonition of the
Lord. Evil propensities are to be controlled,
evil tempers subdued, and the children are to be
instructed that they are the Lord’s property,
bought with his own precious blood, and that
they cannot live a life of pleasure and vanity,
have their own will and carry out their own ideas,
and yet be numbered among the children of
God. The children are to be instructed with
kindness and patience. They are to be tanght,
line upon line and precept upon precept,-the:re-
quirements of a holy God. Let the parents
teach them of the love of God in such a way
that it will be a pleasant theme in the family
circle, and let the church take upon them.the.
responsibility of feeding the lambs as well as
the sheep of the flock. Let the church take a
special care of the lambs of the flock, exerting
every influence in their power to win the love of
the children, and to bmnd them to the truth.
Ministers and church-members should second the
efforts of parents to lead the children into safe
paths. The Lord is calling for the youth ; for
he would make them his helpers to do good
gervice under his banuer.

How sad it is that many parents have cast off
their God-given responsibility to their children,
and are willing that strangers should bear it for
them. They are willing that others should labor
for their children, and relieve them of all burden
in the matter. From the indifference of their
parents, many children are left to feel that their
parents have no care for theirsouls. This ought
not to be so, but those who have children should
so manage their domestic and business aflairs
that nothing may come in between them and the
children, that would lessen the parents’ influence
in directing them to Christ. You should teach
your children the lesson of the love of Jesus,
that they may be pure in heart, in conduct, and
conversation. Teach them how to seek divine
aid, how to give themselves unreservedly to God.

The Lord would work upon the hearts of the
children if the parents would but co-operate with
the divine agencies ; but he will not undertalke to
do that which has been appointed as your part of
the work. DParents, you must awake from your
death-like slumber. The church must arise from
the dead, that Christ may give her life.

The work of God is not divided ; it is one vast
plan in which all have a part to act. God
would have you laborers together with him for
the saving of your own children. The children
must not be left to themselves to become the
slaves of Satan; those who have taken the re-
sponsibility of bringing them into the world will
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be held responsible to a large degree for the char-
acters they form. In order to do their God-
given work to save their own households, parents
will have to search the Scriptures to know the
ways of the Lord. They should be much in se-
cret prayer, that they may be holy in all manner
of conversation. Their hearts should be filled
with cheerfuloess and thanksgiving, that there
be no tale-bearing, no false accusation, but only
such themes of conversation as will elevate and
ennoble those who hear and take a part in it.

Parents should work to this end, that them-
selves and their children may become missionaries
for God. This means that you should be vigi-
lant, diligent in searching and teaching t%e
Scriptures, pouring out your soul before God in
your closet, that you may not fail nor be dis-
couraged. :

Children are brought into the world without a
voice in the matter, and if parents do not work
faithfally to save them for Christ, Satan will
supply their neglect by his own devices, that he
may win them to rebel against God, and war
against his kingdom. Parents, unless you are
workers together with God, to save the souls of
your children, they may be lost. If they are, it
will be through no fault of the Lord; for he
loved your children, and has given his only be-
gotten Son, that they should not perish, but have
everlasting life. When Jesus was upon earth,
and mothers brought their children to him, he
placed his hand upon their heads and blessed
them. He would do the same to-day; for he
hath said, ‘‘Suffer the little children, and forbid
them not, to come unto me ; for of such is the king-
dom of heaven.”

The mother’s work begins when her child is a
babe in her arms, and she should realize that
heaven is looking upon her with intense interest,
ready to co-operate with her efforts to rear her
ohild for God. In view of the responsibility
that devolves upon parents, it should be care-
fully considered whether it is best to bring chil-
dren into the family. Has the mother sufficient
strength to care for her children? Aud can the
father give such advantages as will rightly mold
and educate the child? How little is the des-
tiny of the child considered. The gratification
of passion is the only thought, and burdens are
brought upon the wife and mother which under-
mine her vitality, and paralyze her spiritual
power. In broken health and with discouraged
spirits, she finds herself surrounded by a little
floek whom she cannot care for as she should.
. Lacking the instruction they should have, they
grow up to dishonor God and to communicate to
others the evil of their own natures, and thus an
army is raised up whom Satan manages as he
‘pleases.

You eannot bring up your children as you
should without divine help ; for the fallen nat-
ure of Adam always strives for the mastery.
The heart must be prepared for the prineiples
of truth, that they may root iu the soul, and
find nourishment in the life. Parents, lay hold
upon divine help, and bring no more children
into the world than those to whom you can give
a training and educatiou that will fit them for
this life and the life which is to come: Follow
the example of Abraham. The Lord said of
him, *“I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they
. shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justiee
and judgment.” Human effort alone will not re-
sult in helping youn: children to perfect a charac-
ter for heaven; but with divine help a grand
and holy work may be accomplished, and you
may be able to present yourselves and your chil-
dren before God, saying, ‘“ Here am I, aud the
children whom thou hast given me.”

(Concluded next week.)

——Whoever reasons from the heart will make
many blunders, but none that will not be for-
given.

— Judge not things by appearances.

ANOTHER CRUSADE TO THE HOLY LAND.

BY BLDER D. T, BOURDEAU.
(Batile Creek, Mich.)

(Concluded.)

It is a gospel fact that the ceremonial law of
ordinances was abolished at the death of Christ
(Eph. 2:14-16), and that since then there has
been no wall of separation between the Jews and
Gentiles. Unconverted Jews are no better than
uncoverted Gentiles (Rom. 4 :9), and Jews who
are in Christ Jesus are entitled to no distinctions
or preferences to which the Gentiles who are in
Christ Jesus are notentitled. ¢t There'ss neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all
one in Christ Jesus.”” Gal. 8:928. < JFor there
28 no difference between the Jew and the Greek :
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that
call upon him.” Rom. 10:12.

God’s ways are equal, and God is no respecter
of persons.” Eze: 18: 25, 29; 33: 11-20 ;
Acts 10:34, 35, God’s ways are equal in that
he rewards those. who, by his grace, turn away
from their sins and practice righteousness, and
punishes those who, loving darkness rather than
light, remain in their sins and practice unright-
eousness. (See Eze. 18: 32, etc.) God’s bless-
ing cannot rest upon those who do not walk in
his ways. God, as an impartial being, converts
and restores men after one and the same plan,
after the gospel plan, which supposes and ac-
knowledges man’s free moral agency, and re-
quires that men fulfill certain conditions to be
saved. If God shonld convert and restore the
Jews of the last days, or those of a future age,
after another plan than this, he would overturn
the gospel that he has communicated to men,
and would be a partial being. In that case, all
the wicked Jews of the past would have a
right to claim a place in the kingdom of God,
as would also all the wicked of past ages. God
has often shown by his conduct toward the Jews
that his ways are equal. Thete has been no
nation since the days of Abraham that has been
punished as severely as the Jews. And why
this —Because they deserve more than ordinary
punishment. Again: when the Jews were more
obedient to God than other nations, God blessed
them more than he blessed other nations. But
the present appearances do not encourage us to
hope that the majority of the Jews of to-day will
escape the judgments that await the sinner of
the last generation.

Let the following words of the Lord through
Jeremiah seftle the question as to whether the
Jews and Jernsalem shall be restored to their
former state of glory and prosperity: ¢ Thus
saith the Lord, Go and get a potter’s earthen
bottle, and take of the ancients of the people,
and of the ancients of the priests.” ¢ Then
shalt thou break the bottle in the sight of the
men that go with thee, and shalt say unto them,
Thus saith the Lord of hosts; Even so will 1
break this people and this city, as one breaketh
a potter’s vessel, that cannot be made whole
again.’’  Jer. 19 :1, 10, 11.

It is therefore in vain to expect that the Jews
and Jerusalem shall be made whole -again, so
long as the bottle that Jeremiah broke in pieces
2,500 years ago, is not restored. This the Lord
puts down as an impossibility. Since the first
destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews and Jerusa-
lem have not been what they were before that
event, and if they were restored-—yea, more than
restored—aceording. to the predictions and ex-
pectation of many, these words of the Lord
through Jeremiah would not be true. These
words are true, consequently Jerusalem and the
Jewish people shall not be restored, or made
whole again.

But in the near future there will be a glorious
gathering of the true Israel of God, of those
who are Jews inwardly by virtue of the fact that
they have experienced the circumcision of the
heart, have heartily repented of their sins, and

exercised faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom.
2:98,29; Col. 2:11; Acts7:51; Jer. 4:5;
Acts 20: 21. ¢« For they are not all Israel which
are of Israel,” and ‘‘the children of the flesh,
these are not the children of God; but the chil-
dren of the promise are counted for the seed,”
and ‘‘he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ”
(Rom. 9:6-8; 2:28); ¢and if ye be Christ’s,
then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise.” Gal. 3:29.

The gracious, mighty, and glorious Redeemer
will soon return to our earth in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory, and accom-
panied by all the angelic host (Mark 9:38; 13:
26); and he shall send his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to-
gether his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other.” Matt. 24:31.
For <our God shall come, and shall not keep
silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it
shall be very tempestuous roundabout him ;”
and he shall then say to the holy angels, ¢: Gather
my saints together unto me; those that have
made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” Ps. 50:
3-5.

And where will the angels then gather the
saints, all the Israel of God? Will it be to old
Jerusalem for them to inhabit in its dilapidated
condition, with its uninviting, low, poorly, and
irregularly constructed houses, and its narrow,
crooked, and dirty streets (for the most part, at
least), while they shall remove from it its rub-
bish, and work toward the point of making of the
Jerusalem of the Turks a city that will meet the
ideal of those who believe in the unscriptural
doetrine of the return of the Jews and of a tem-
poral millennium? Is this the place to which
the glorious seraphs who shall accompany Christ
at his coming will then gather the sammts? And
is this the earth that the saints shall ocenpy
with Christ during the millennium—a world
which shall have been all broken up by the voice
of God, and whose hills, mountains, cities, and
high towers shall have been demolished and scat-
tered over the face of the earth, and whose isl-
ands shall have beenremoved out of their places
in disturbances and convulsions of nature, that
will have preceded and accompanied the coming of
the King of kings and Lord of lords? ( See Rev.
6:13-17; 16 : 17-20; Joel 3:16; Jer. 25:
30, 31 Isa. 24 :17-20.)—Nay, verily. The
mandate of the Lord to his angels will then be,
“Gather my saints together unto me.”” And
where will the Lord then be?—In mid air, wait-
ing to receive his jewels from every land, who
will then ¢ be eaught up’ ¢ to meet the Lord
in the air” (1 Thess. +:17); and who, from
that rallying point, will be taken by their dear
Saviour to the ¢« Father’s house,” the new Jeru-
salem above (John 14 :1-3, etc.), there to sit
with Christ deciding the punishment of the
wicked one thousand years (Rev. 20 :4; Matt.
19 : 285 1 Cor. 6:2, 3) from thence to return to
our earth at the end of that period, accompanied
by the Redeemer, at whose divine touch and by
whose mighty and restoring power, Mount Olivet
parts asunder, so that a great valley or plain 1s
formed for the New Jerusalem to settle npon at
the close of its transit from heaven to earth.
Rev. 20:7-9; 21:1, 3; Zeeh. 14: 4, etc.
The immortal saints will occupy ¢ the beloved
city ” during the final conflagration, at the close
of which will appear a new earth, the true land
of Israel, which the Israel of God shall occupy
during the endless cycles of a blissful eternity.
(Compare Rev. 20:7-9 5 21:1 5 2 Pet. 3:7-13;
Dan. 7:18, 27.)

Let us therefore forever repudiate the errone-
ous idea that mixes the realities and glories of
the eternal world with the transitory things of
this poor, sin-cursed earth, and with imaginary
notions, and that helps swell the siren song of
peace and safety, while the judgments of God
that have lingered long are about to burst on a
guilty world.

May we so fix our eyes and set our hearts on
those things that arc eternal, that we shall be
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-enraptared by their 'glories and attractions, lead
holy lives, escape the snares that a wily foe has
prepared for our feet, lead others to walk in the
path of truth, have a part in the glorious gather-
g to take place at the coming of the Saviour,
and may we finally have a home in the earth
when it shall be filled with the glory of the
Lord as the waters fill the sea.” Hab. 2:14;
Isa. 11:9, ete.

THE LIGHT OF GOD.

BY MARY ALICIA STEWARD,
(Bartle Creek, Mich.)

Like dim cathedral’s stained glass,
In transept, door, and window laid,
That from without gives but a dull
Suggestion of its gorgeousness,

. But once within the somber walls,
Bursts full on altar, pew, and stair,
And floods the place with loveliness :—

E’en so the holy light of God,

That, streaming from his throne afar,
Bathes all the soul in heavenly fire
"Amnd leaves us naught to be desired,

Is never known without the pale

Of that pure love that Christ has given,
Which floods the soul thus glorified.

THE SABBATH IN PROPHECY;

Or a Sabbath Movement to Take Place in the Last
: Days.

BY BLDER WOLC()TT H. LITTLEJOHN,
(Battle Creek, Mich.)

THE first mention of the Sabbath in the Secript-
ures is found in Gen. 2:1-3. The history of
its institution is brief, but explicit. We are in-
formed that God ¢¢sanctified ” the last, or sev-
enth day, of the creation week, for the reason
that on it he had rested” from his labors when
this world was completed. The term ¢¢sanctify”
““gignifies to set apart to a holy or religious pur-
pose.” ' Illustrations of the Bible use of the
word in this sense, will be found in Joel 1: 14 ;

~Ex. 19128, . But if God set apart a day-for re-
ligious'purposes; he did not do so with reference
to himself, else it would have been necessary for
him to keep the Sabbath for all time to come.
The sanctification in question, consequently, must
have been for the use and benefit of man. Given
as the Sabbath was to Adam, the federal head
of the race, it is clear that it was designed for
all men in all ages. Our Saviour confirms this
view in Mark 2: 27, 28, where he says that ¢the
Sabbath was made for man.” In that passage
the term ¢“man’’ is generic, and covers the whole
human family.
THE SABBATH A BENEFICENT INSTITUTION.

It is universally admitted by the Christian
world that the Sabbath day is franght with the
greatest blessings to mankind, Whether you re-
gard it from a physieal or religious standpoint,
experience has shown that it 1s in the highest
degree desirable. Its value to the race, instead
of diminishing, increases in the ratio of their
departure from the moral purity and physical
stamina of the original pair. We need a Sab-
bath much more than Adam and Eve ever could
have done. This consideration furnishes strong
presumptive evidence of its perpetuity.

. THE CHANGE OF THE SABBATH.
Another point of interest on the Sabbath
question, is that relating to the change of the
day. The Jews observed the sewentk, but most
Christians keep the first, day of the week as the

. Sabbath. The reasons assigned for the change
are numerous, but contradictory. Perhaps the
majority of first-day keepers attempt to justify
their action on the ground that Christ made the
-transfer in question. To thisclaim itis sufficient
to reply that the Scriptures nowhere affirm that
such was the case. From Genesis to the Reve-
lation there cannot be found a command enfore-
ing the observance of the first day of the week as
a weekly Sabbath. It is alluded to in the New
- Testament but eight times, and in each of these
cases it is referred to in the use of the secular

“Sunday, in remembrance of the resurrection of our Lord.

title, ¢ first day of the week.” In three of
these instances it is spoken of as the day that
was preceded by the Sabbath.* Confessedly
there is but one Sabbath law found in the Bible.

As already seen, it originated in the garden
of Eden at the close of creation week. In Ex.
20:8-11 it is amplified in its details, and honored
by a place in the bosom of the decalogue. It

“reads as follows: ¢¢ Remember the Sabbath day,

to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and
do all thy work : but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not

do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, -

thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the
seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the
Sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

The reader will note the fact that the law
given above is specific in the matter of the day
to be hallowed, requiring the sanctificationof the
last, or seventh day, of the week. The reasons
therein assigned for its institution will appl
to no other day in the weekly cycle but the
seventh, since that is the only one that God ever
rested on or blessed. ‘

THE REAT, AUTHOR OF THE CHANGE.

Nearly every important event in the history of
both the true and the apostate, or Roman, church
is found shadowed forth in the prophetic word.
Amos 3:7. We might naturally infer, there-
fore, that the change of the Sabbath would have
its place there. Nor shall we be disappointed in
this expectation. In Dan. 7:25 we are in-
structed that the papacy, which is there sym-
bolized by the little horn, as most. Protestant
commentators agree, should think to change
times and laws,; or as Lesser’s translationt has
it, <*The festivals and the law.”” The law al-
luded to is beyond dispute that of the Most High. §
Marvelous as it may appear, the Roman Church
claims that it has done the very thing that Daniel
predicted that it would do. By way of demon-
strating its ability in this line,-it points to the
change of the Sabbath as something that it has
achieved. In proof that such is the case, the
reader is invited to peruse the following extract
from a Romish work :—

¢ 1t is worth its while to remember that this observance of the
Sabbath—in which, after all, the only Protestant worship con-
sists—not only has no foundation in the Bible, but it Is in fla-
grant contradiction with its letter, which commands rest on the
Sabbath, which is Saturday. It was the Catholic Cliureh, which,
by the authority of Jesus Christ, bas transferred this rest to the
Thus
the observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they
pay, in spite of themselves, to tbe authority of the church.”’—
¢ Plain Talk about Protestantism of To-day,”’ p. 225.

Did space allow, many other citations of a
similar nature might be produced, but the fore-
going will answer our present purpose. That the
claims of the writer just quoted respecting the
source of the change are substantially true, the
facts in the case serve to confirm. Among other
things, the commencing of the so-styled Christian
Sabbath, or Sunday, at midnight, reveals the hand
of the papacy in this matter. All Biblical schol-
ars admit that the Hebrews began and ended their
day| at sunset. Lev. 23:32; Mark 1:32.
The Romans, on the contrary, began their day at
midnight. Such being the case, the time of com-
mencing the modern Sunday furnishes an ear-
mark which proves that it belongs to antichrist,
who had his seat in the eternal city of Rome, in-
stead of Jesus of Nazareth who was a Hebrew.

THE RESTORATION OF THE SABBATH.

In view of the foregoing, the question natu-
rally arises whether the original Sabbath will
ever be restored. The probability of such a res-
toration depends upon several considerations.

*Sce Matt. 28 :1; Mark 16 : 1,2 ; Luke 23 :54-58 ; Luke?24 : 1.

+ Mr. Lesser is a Hebrew, and is the author of a translation of the
original Hebrew Scriptures into English.
& This must be o because it was the Most High agalnst whon the

little horn uttered its words of blasphemy. and whose gaiuts this
same power we re out, as ascertalned from the connection.

1| “The Hebrews began their day in the evening (Lev. 28 : 82), the
gaby)lou]ans at sunrise, and we begin at midnight. (Bible Dic. Art,
ay.

If the keeping of a certain number of hours
without reference to the day on which they fall,

is all that the Sabbath commandment requires,

then the presumption is that God is indifferent
to the whole subject of the change. But if, as
already shown to be the case, the Sabbath law
enforces the observance of a particular, definite
day, the question is at once transformed into
one of vital importance. A moment’s thought
will demonstrate that such a transfer by human.
authority involves the sovereignty of God over
our race. Paul declares that men are the serv-
ants of those whom they obey. Rom, 6:16.

The man of sin has swept down upon the Chris-
tian fold, and by blandishments and conversion,

has induced them to depart from the law of God by
trampling under foot the day which he has hal-
lowed, and honoring one which he has substi-
tuted therefor. The conflict consequently be-
comes one of jurisdiction. If it is a matter of
indifference to the Almighty whether men obey
him or follow the lead of another ; if it is im:
material whether men obey Christ or artichrist,

then it is to be presumed that God will ignore
the situation and allow the alienation of his sub-
jects to pass unnoticed. On the other hand, if
it would be unsafe to allow such a precedent to
be established, then we may conclude that God
is bound both by the honor of his own name and
the interests of his subjects (if it be allowable to
employ a modern military phrase in such a con-
nection) ¢ to tight it out on that line.”

Again : the relative importance of the Sab-
bath itself and the estimation in which God
holds it, will affect the question. If the Sab-
bath were an institution of little consequence,
God could not afford- to allow it to be tampered
with by an apostate churech. If it be an institu-
tion to which he attaches great significance, then
we might anticipate that he would guard it with a
jealous care. The light in which God holds the -

Sabbath can be ascertained from his word.’

" GOD’S ESTIMATE OF THE SABBATH.
One who has never investigated the matter will
be astonished to learn the prominencé which is
given in the Scriptures to the work of creation.
Let those who have not done so before, consider
the import of the following texts, and let them

‘remember at the same time, that as the Sabbath

is the divinely appointed memorial of the creation,
the esteem m which God holds it will be in the
exact ratio of the importance which he attaches
to an acknowledgment on the part of men, of his
creative attribute :—

“Thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of
the earth; thou hast m.ade heaven andearth.’” @ Kings 19:15.
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, that made heaven and
earth.”” 9 Chron, 2:12. ‘‘Thou, even thou, art Lord-alone;
thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with ali their
host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all
that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of
heaven worshipeth thee.”” Neh. 9: 6. ‘¢ Ye are blessed of the
Lord which made heaven andearth.”” Ps. 115: 15, ‘‘My help
cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.””  Ps.
121:2. ““Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made
heaven and earth.”” Ps.124: 8. ¢ The Lord that made heaven
and earth bless thee out of Zion.” Ps, 184:8. ‘* Happy is he
that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the
T.ord his (tod; which made Leaven, and earth, the ses, and all
that therein is: which keepeth truth forever.”” Ps, 146:5, 6.
0 TLord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between- the
cherubim, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the king-
doms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.”” Isa,
87:16. ¢ Thus saith God the Lord, he that created the heavens,
and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and
that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the
people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein.”” Isa.
492:5. I am the Lord that maketh all things; that stretcheth
forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by
myself.’?  Tsa, 44:24. )

1 have made the carth, and created man uponit: I, even
my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host
have 1 commanded.”” Isa. 45:12, ‘T, even I, am he that
comforteth you : who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of
a man that shatl die, and of the Son of man which shall be
made as grass ; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath
stretched forth the heavens, and iaid the fouudations of the
earth.’” Isa. 51:12,18. ¢ Thns shall ye say unto them, The
gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they
shall perish from the carth, and from under these heavens, He
hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world
by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his dis-
cretion.””  Jer. 10 : 11, 12. *‘Ah, Lord God! behold thou hast
made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched-
out arm, and there Is nothing too hard for thee.”” Jer. 82:.17.
‘‘He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the
world by his wisdom, and hath stretehed out the heaven by his
understanding.’’ Jer. 51 :15, ¢ For the Lord is great, and
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greatly to be praised : he is to be feared above all gods. For
‘all the gods of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the
heavens,”” Ps. 96: 4, 5,

*“And being let go, they went to their own company, and
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them,
Aud when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God
with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast
maae heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is.”
Acts 4 :28, 24, ** Aund saying, Sirs, wby do ye these things ?
We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto
‘you that ye should turn {rom these vanities unto the living God,

“which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that
are therein.®> Acts 14 : 15.  *‘For as I passed hy, and beheld
your devotions, I found an altar with this inseription, TO THE
"UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship,
him declare I unto you., God that made the world and all
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth n8t in temples made with hands.”” Aects 17 : 23, 24.
** And to make all men sce what is the fellowship of the mys-
tery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in
God, who created ali things by Jesus Christ.”” Eph. 3:9.
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power : for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created.”” Rev. 4:11. ‘‘And the apgel
which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up
bis hand fo heaven, and sware by him that liveth forever and
ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and
the earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the
things which are therein, that there should be time no longer.”’
Rev. 10: 5, 8. *“‘Fear God, and give glory to him; for the
hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
Rev. 14:7.

The list of passages given above might be
greatly increased, but those cited will suffice. It
will be observed that the texts quoted are not
confined to the Old Testament; but that they
are taken partly from the New Testament as well.
The latter circumstance proves that the interest
of God in the work of his hands 1s stil] unabated.

Human sagacity is bafled by the mysteries of
a single grain of sand. How vain therefore
would be the attempt to unfold the wisdom dis-
played in the creation of our world and the sys-
‘tem of worlds that was brought into being along
with it. Not only everything beneath us in the
scale of existence, but we ourselves also, are the
product of God’s six days’ work. So long, con-
sequently, as either worlds or men shall exist,
the creative power of God, instead of growing
less significant, will become more and more wor-
thy of commemoration.

(To be continued.)

THE PREPARATION OF FAITH.

BY W. $. RITCHIE.
(Los Angeles, Cal.)

“ "Tug Lord does uot ask us to judge from expe-
rience, but from his word. Experience has
~shown us that we may be too fast in setting a
time for the Lord to come. If we were to wait
to have another experience, the Lord might come
earlier than we expected, because we were influ-
enced by the iast experience of expecting him too
soon. Let our mistakes teach us to discard our
-~ own ideas of things more, and Jook to the word
of God to see how things will be.

The word has gone out that the end is near.
It has gone out so quietly that many have not
noticed that it so spoke. Those who have been
waiting for some uudeniable demonstration or
manifestation to go out with the word, are in
great danger. In the last trying hours we must
stand by faith alone, and we have had opportu-
ity to cultivate faith that needs but little sight.
Let us realize how near the brink of ruin we have
been, if the word that the end is near has not
been noticed by us.

True, the earth is to be lighted with the glory
of the message, but this is fo do the work in a
very short space of fime among those who have
not had the opportunities that we have had.
The Lord will let manifestations of his glory and
love shine to all the heathen to gather in a short
time all who love peace and joy. How much of
a glory will it appear to us if we are waiting for
sight? Some will not know of its existence; even
in the midst of its work. It will do its work, and
the end will come as a thief, while they wait for
something they may see with carnal eyes.

The closing hours of the bank of heaven are
come. Soon they will end, and no more invest-
ments can be made. The opportunity to trans-
fer our goods to the eternal world will be gone.
Those who have faith will make the transfer

now, no matter how it may seem in the eyes of
unbelief. They will look to the Lord to open
the way and to guide in judgmeut. They will
feel that they are responsible for seeing that the
means gets into the Lord’s cause, and not some-
where else. They will realize that the Lord has
a work going on upon the earth, as evidenced by
the fact that 144,000 are faithful.

Soon the precious privilege of putting our
goods into a secure place will be gone.  When
the Lord shall come, who would wish to be
found with anything on his hands that he might
have used in the work?

As time draws on toward the end, we have less.

and less need of this world’s goods. Our God
1s great in power, aud can care for us in ways we
have not thought of. It will look foolish to the
world to put our goods in a bank which they
have no faith in, but the day will soon come
when in grief and rage they will throw their gold
and silver to the moles and bats, and no one will
stop to pick it up. It is all a matter of faith.
We cither believe that the end is near, or that it
s not. We believe in Jesus, or we think he
is a myth, and will never actually come to
reign as king on this earth. Either one or the
other must be true.  'We may think we believe a
certain way about it, but dear friends, our actions
show, both to us and to others, what we believe.
If we wish to know the state of our faith in the
past, we have only to look back and see how
much of our means has got into the bank of
heaven, and how much somewhere else. I we
really believe these things to be great things,
we will treat them as great things, and will see
that our means does not go for frivolous, minor
things, while the great things suffer.

The Lord does not depend on our help, but he
give us the privilege of investing with him, and
the reward 1s according to the shares we take.
May we vie with each other in taking large
shares. He who has faith enough to take the
largest shares, buying them with whatever talents
the Lord has given him to use, will he the greater
in the joy of the Lord. Satan may reproach
him, and try afterward to induce him to feel that
he has given too much ; but how is it possible to
do or give too much to a canse that would induce
Jesus to come to this dark and hopeless earth to
suffer the terrible cruelty of our great enemy?
No, no; we cannot give too much. A brother
has bought us from the enemy with his own life-
blood, and we will give all we are and have to
him, and count it the dearest and sweetest privi-
lege to do so. Soon he is coming again in radi-
ance and beauty. = Already the gleams of his
morning light ascend high upon the darkness of
earth’s night. The day cannot be far distant.

SHOULD SABBATH-KEEPERS ALSO
KEEP SUNDAY?

BY JOHN M. HOPKINS.
(Chalfield, Minn_ )

Inotherwords, should Sabbath-keepers, in order
to avoid the scofls of the world, and the persecu-
tions inflicted because of violating the Sunday
laws, cease to labor on Sunday? This is nota
question of modern times only.  While it is com-
ing to the front in some localities, and while some
teach that such a course is advisable, it is not new.

Respecting Suuday legislation in the fourth
century, I read in the ‘The Two Republics,” pp.
820, 821:—

‘At every step in the course of the aspostasy, at every step
taken iz adopting the forms of sun worship, and against the
adoption and the observance of Sunday itself, therc had -been
constant protest by all real Christians. Those who remained
falthful to Christ and to the truth of the pure word of God ob-
served the Sabbath of the Lord according to the commandment,
and according to the word of God which sets forth the Sabbath
as the sign by which the Lord, the Creator of the heavens and
the earth, is distingulsbed from all other gods. These aceord-
ingly protested against every phase and form of sun worship.
Others eamnpromised, especially in the Bast, by observing both
Sabbath and Sunday.”’

I am sorry that in this respect, as in many
others, the history of the fourth century is being
repeated. Certainly it is well termed a compro-

mise, a compromise with the beast and his im-

age. The command of God is, ¢“8ix days shalt
thou labor.””  And is it not a weak, time-serving,
man-fearing, God-distrusting and dishonoring
spirit to yield and compromise with the enemies
of God’'s truth by observing Sunday, after hav-
ing kept the Sabbath? Nor was this evil con-
fined to the fourth century.

‘¢ In the conclusion of the sixth century, Pope Gregory exhorted
the people of Rome to ‘expiate ou the day of our Lord’s res-
urrection what was remissly done for the six days befove.” In
the same epistle this pope condemned & class of men at Rome
who advocated the strict observance of both the Sabbath and
the Sunday, styling them the preachers of antichrist. This
shows the intolerant feeling of the papacy toward the Sabbath,
even when joined with the striet ubservance of Sunday. It
also shows that there were Sabbath-keepers even in Rome itself
as late as the seventh century, although so far bewildered by
the prevailing darkuess that they joined with its observance
a strict abstinenee from labor on Sunday."'—Adndrews's * History
of the Sabbath,”’ p. 376.

After speaking of various Enghish Sabbath-
keeping ministers and churches of the seven-
teenth century, of their trials and persecutions,
and lastly of their weakened condition, the same
writer says :—

““To what cause shall we assign this painfal fact? It is not
hecause their adversaries were able to confute their doctrine; for
the controversial works on both sides still remain, and speak
for themselves, It is pot that they lacked men of piety and of
learning; for God gave them these, especially in the seven-
teenth century. Nor is it that fanaticism sprang up and dis-
graced the eause; for there is no record of anything of this
kind, They were cruelly persecuted, but the peried of thelr
persecution was that of their greatest prosperity.  Like Moses’s
bush, they stood unconsuined in the burning fire. The prostra-
tion of the Sabbath cause in Epgland is due to pone of these
things. The Sabbath was wounded in the housc of itsfriends,
They took upon themselves the respounsibility, after a time, of
making the Sabbath of no practical lnportance, and of treatlng
its violation as no very serious transgression of the law of God.
Doubtless they hoped to win men to Christ and his truth by this
counrsey but, instead of this, they sirnply lowered the standard of
divine truth into the dust.  The Sabbath-keeping ministers as-
sumed the pastoral care of first-day churches, iu some cases as
their sole charge; in others, they did this in eonnection -with the
oversight of Sabbatarian churches. Theresult need surprise no
one; as these Sabbath-keeping ministers and churches sald to
all men, in thus acting, that the fourth commandment might
be broken with impunity, the people took them at their word.
Mr. Crosby, a first-day historian, sets this matter in a clear
light:—

LS the seventh day ought to be observed as the Christian
Sabbath, {hen all congregations that observe the first day as such
must be Sabbath breakers. . . . T must leave those gentlemen
on the contrary side to their own sentiments; and to vindieste
the practice of becoming pastors to a people whom in their con-
science they must believe to be breakers of the Sabbath,’ ’—
pp. 491, 492.

We wonder how any one having an open Bible
and a knowledge of its sacred truths, could ever ob-
serve two days. We wonder more how any one
living under the sound of the third angel’s mes-
sage, when the image to the beast is being formed,
when in many places the dragon voice is being
heard, and its cruel, persecuting’ power is being
felt, can ¢ compromise’’ this solemn question.
But so it was in the fourth, seventh, and seven-
teenth centuries, and so it is now.

The man who keeps two days really keeps no
day. No one can truly keep the Sabbath unto
the Lord unless his heart is wholly given to the
Lord. It is asign ‘‘thatye may know thatlam
the Lord that doth sanctify you.”” The Lord does
not sanctify by halves; he must have the whole
heart or nothing. There can be no room there
for fear, for **perfect love casteth out fear.”
There can be no room there for the beast or his
image ; for ‘‘no man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or
else he will hold to the one, and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”
Job says, ¢‘If I beheld the sun when it shined,
or the moon walking in brightness; and my
heart hath been secretly enticed, or my mouth
hath kissed my hand : this also were an iniquity
to be punished by the Judge: for I should have
denied the God thatis above.”” Job 81:26-28,

That is it. Kissing one hand to God and the
other to the sun, is virtually saying, ¢ Good
Lord and good Baal.” Such a course is a dis-
honor to the holy cause of God. It-wenkens the
influence of those who thus do. They cannot re-
ally estimate and appreciate the importance of
the work of God for thistime. Their hearts are
divided, and their work will be a failure. In
the language of Elijah, we would say, ¢‘How long
halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be
God, follow him: but if Baal [the sun], then

follow him.” 1 Kings 18: 21.
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Ghe Zomy.

“That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; thatout
daughters may be a8 corner-stones, polished after the similitude of a
palace,”—Ps, 144:12, -

A BIG FIZZ.

BY WM. BRICKEY.
(Kimbalt, Minn.)

Hr attempted to prove that God’s law was abolished,
Said the law only reached to the préaching of John;
But his own crooked argument squarely demolished
The theory that his claim rested upon.
For he shifted his base to the Pauline expression,
** Nailing it to his c¢ross;” and he there took his stand,
Then, I said, where ‘“ no law is, there is no transgres-
sion.”
This would clear every sinner there is in the land.

O, ¢“it’s binding on sinners!” he stoutly protested ;
‘“But the law was not made for the righteous,” he
said.
*«Then,” I said, ‘“can alaw when abollshed, be vested
- With binding authority when it is dead ?”*
His attempt was a failure, his effort a fizzle,
And truly this story is based upon facts,
And brings to my mind the young blacksmith at Gris-
wold,
‘Who attempted to make a nice double bit ax.

He hammered his iron, and pounded so freely,
It was all out of shape for an ax, don’t you know ?

Then he said to himself, ‘I can’t make an ax, really,
But I know in my soul I can make a grub-hoe.”’

He blowed on the bellows, and hammered, and pounded ;
To make a success he put forth might and main ;

But the angles and squares hexould never get rounded ;
And at length he acknowledged his efforts were vain.

But he still had his iron, and little was wasted ;
A few hours:of time were consumed, it is true ;
And now that his hopes of a grub-hoe were blasted,
He said he was sure he could make a horseshoe.
He bent it first one way, then crooked it the‘other,
But with hook or with crook, fate had doomed him
to fail ; -
8o at last he confessed it would be too much bother,
~ But said to himself, <“I can make a good nail.”

He tried on each end, till he burned it quite badly,
And it would not cobere, so his efforts were vain,
And he heaved a deep sigh, and then slowly and sadly
He poked it back into the furnace again.
He blowed on the bellows, and made it much hotter, -
Until he could see the bright sparks fairly whiz.
With a dash and a plunge, in a tub of cold water,
In triumph he said : ‘I can make o big fize.”

EXPOUND THE SCRIPTURES.

“ TuE best way to prove the excellence of a sword
is to use it. But to use a sword a man must
understand ¢‘sword practice.” A man who does
not know which end of a sword to take hold of,
and who is as likely to get it wrong end first as
right, who cuts his own fingers instead of thrust-
ing through his foes, will never be able to show
the excellence of the best blade that can be made.
"So the man who misquotes Scripture, who ingerts
old saws and proverbs in what he supposes to be
the word of God ; who quotes passages which he
cannot find, and misrepresents and misapplies
words which he undertakes to present,—what is
such a man worth in dealing with the word of
God *—Nothing, and less than nothing ; for he
dishonors the word which he seeks to defend.
How different the case of a workman who
needeth not to be ashamed, who is familiar with

his Bible, and knows what to do with it, who

has studied it passage by passage, and has a grasp
upon the word which cannot be unclasped.
Such a man, being mighty in the Seriptures, be-
comes strong in the faith, and is a master of
assemblies. Men do not trifle with him. When
he strikes, he hits the mark ; when hespeaks, he
has something to say, and those who hear him
recognize the fact that they are in the presence
of a man among men. Men despise pretense,
but they respect power, and the gospel ¢‘is the
ower of Gtod unto -salvation to every one that
believeth.” ‘ '
There are men who will read a chapter in the
Bible in such a way that it will seem like a new
revelation. Persons will hear a psalm read, and
say, ‘‘I never knew that was in the Bible; and

yet they have doubtless read it again and again,
but not with a distinct understanding of the words,
nor a grasp of the ideas contained in them. If
men will read the Bible till their souls are full
of its light, and blessedness, and beauty, and then
unfold 1t, putting the meaning of its sentences
perhaps into simpler and more modern phrase-
ology, illustrating it by parable, comparison,
and anecdote, they will soon bring the word of
God to the notice and understanding of men, and
it will prove to be to them the power of God to
the salvation of the soul. A chapter thus ex-
Eounded becomes the permanent possession of the

earer. He treasures it in his memory, he re-
peats it to others, he finds in it a blessing for him-
self, and makes it a blessing to many. Your
words may die upon the air, my words may be
lost in forgetfulness, but the word of the Lord
lives and abides forever; and if we present that
word, and declare it in the ears of the people, we
shall give them something which shall never lose
its power, and which shall be to those who heed
it a ““savor of life unto life.”—The Armory.

LEAVING THE SLOUGH-BEHIND.

_ Ix the struggle of life many men and women are
hampered and depressed by the memory of past
weaknesses, errors, and sins. The hours of their
real spiritual prosperity are overshadowed and em-
bittered by the recollection of their spiritual adver-
sities. It i1s one of the wise and helpful laws
of our nature, that in freeing ourselves from
weakness and sin, we do not free ourselves from
the memory of them. The value of the experi-
ence lies in the lesson we learn from it, and the
truest repentance is often witnessed by the poign-

ancy of the sorrow, and both the lesson and the’

sorrow have their roots in memory. DBut while
we are not to forget that we have sometimes
fallen, we are not always to carry the mud with us;
the slough is behind ; but the clean, clearly-
defined. road stretches ahead of us, skies are clear,
and God is beyond.- We were made for purity,
truth, and fidelity, and the very abhorrence of
the opposite of these qualities, which grows
and deepens within us bears testimony that our
aspirations are becoming our attainments. The
really noble thing about any man or woman is not
freedom from all stains of the lower life, but
the deathless aspiration which forever drives us
forward, and will not let us rest in any past,
whether good or bad: That which makes us
respect ourselves is-not what men call ablameless
career, but the hunger and thirst after God which
makes all our doing unsatisfying and inadequate
to us. DBetter a thousand times the eager and
passionate fleeing to God from a past of faults
and weaknesses, with'an irresistible longing for
rest in the everlasting verities, than the most re-
spectable career which misses this profound im-
pulse. The past remains with us to remind us
of our perils and our constant need of help, but
it ought not to haunt and oppress us. The real
life of an aspiring soul is always ahead. We
are not fleeing from the evil, but seeking God.—
Christian Union. ‘

HOW TO PUNISH CHILDREN.

PunisamesT, like reward, must be adapted to
the feelings and pleasures of the child, and, there-
fore, few absolute rules can be laid down for its
regulation. For bold-spirited children, restraint
in a closet may be useful ; but with a timid child,
it will be hurtful. A child who likes eating may
be punished through his stomach ; one who is anx-
ious to possess may be denied the object of his
wishes ; one who is selfish and quarrelsome may

be obliged to play alone, and not permitted the

advantages of uniting with the companions to

whom he has behaved ill. )
But whatever the kind of punishment, it must
be administered as an act of justice and necessity,
not as the effects of revenge or anger. If this
be not attended to, the child believes himself pun-
ished because his nurse or mother is cross, not be-

canse they have found it necessary to restrain
the evil disposition of the child.

The incessant scoldings and upraidings usually
heard among persons, who from ignorance or dis-
inclination, are unfit to bring up children, are
very injurious. The little children may hear the

everlasting phrases, ¢* Don’t doso!”’ ¢ Letthat
alone!” ¢Be quiet!” ¢“Don’t make such a
noise!” ‘‘How tiresome you are!” “] never

saw such a child in my life!” I’ll tell your
mama!” but they soon cease to regard them, and
by such ameans the habit of disobedience is early
taught and confirmed.— Canadian Baptist. '

FANNY CROSBY.

Tais fond name, which is so dear to thousands
the wide world over, was given to a little child
who was born in New York, in 1823, Very
tenderly the mother pressed the babe to her heart ;
for, although it was only six weeks old,the light
was gone from its eyes forever. By unskillful
treatment the child had become blind, and the
mother’s tears fell fast over the sweet face, as
she pressed it to her bosom, and sweetly sang,—

“Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber.” )

Little did the mother think that some day the
dearlittle blind child would write hymns that would
be sung by millions, while her name would be as
a household word in every land.

They named her ¢¢ Fanny,” that soft, clinging,
winsome name.

Sheltered and brooded over by amother’s special
love and care, when she was twelve years of age,
she was placed in the Institution for the Blind, in
New York City. She remained there as a stu-
dent seven years, and then became a teacher in
the institution. She occupied this position with
great acceptancy for eleven years. ° - )

When thirty years of age, she made a public
profession of her faith.in Christ, and united with
the Methodist Church. We hear the yearning of
her soul for Jesus in her beautiful hymn,—

««Pass me not, O gentle Saviour,
Hear my humble cry ;
While on others thou art calling,
Do unot pass me by.”’

Her life has ever since manifested a beautiful
trust and patience, while the secret of her deep
spiritual vision, and the delicate breathing of
her celestial thought, is found in her prayer-
hymn,—

<«Jesus, keep me near the cross;
There a precious fountain,
Free to all—a healing stream—
Flows from Calvary’s mountain.”

In 1858 she was married to Mr. Alexander Van
Alstyne, aformer fellow-teacher in the Institution
for the Blind.  Although both are totally blind,
and have neverseen each other’s faces, theirmarried
life is a peculiarly happy one. They are both
musicians, Mr. Van Alstyne making the tunes,
and his wife writing the words. She usnally
prepares a half dozen or more hymns a week, and
writes them oyt with her own hand. Shepossesses
most wonderful keenness of touch, often recogniz-
ing her friends by the hand-clasp. Her hymns
always speak to the heart. Thousands have
found comfort in the hour of bereavement in the
sweet words, ¢*Safein the Arms of Jesus;” whilg
“‘Rescue the Perishing ” has been theinspiration
of thousands of temperance gatherings.

While multitudes have shouted, with glad

hearts, ¢ Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine,”
countless numbers, on bended knees, have
prayed,—

«“PDraw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,
To the cross where thou hast died;
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,
To thy precious bleeding side.”

It must be a great joy to have entered go help-
fully into the lives of others, and it is no wonder
that, as she draws near to the calm, sweet gunset
of life, a glory fills her soul, and that the peace
of God which is like a rivér, is her richest
reward. — Christian Standard. :
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‘* Blessed are ye that sow beside ail waters,”—Isa, 82 : 20,

CONDUCTED BY W. A. SPICER AND P. T. MAGAN.

“I AM SO GLAD.”

-Nore.—Among the many beathen souls brought to a knowledge
of the truth through the labors of the missionaries in Tokio, Japan,
was the venerable Mother Horinouchi, who had lived over eighty
yeurs in the darkness of heathenism. Great was the joy of this aged
mother when she found peace in believing on the revealed Saviour
of siuners. Dr. KrecRker, writing an account of a baptismal aud
communion service, conducted by bimself, soon after the couversion
of this woman, closed with the following reference to her: ' Truly
it was a blessed day. Mother Horinouchl’s heart especlally was
fall, and she kept repeating over and.over again, during the day, ‘I
am 80 glad! Iamsoglad!’ ™’

" Wandering and lone,
’ Lost, heart-sick, unknown,
Weary and belpless, decrepit and old,
Out in the wilderness, far from the fold,
Late in the evening, night falling fast,
Lo, the Good Shepherd has found me at last!
- O, T am so glad!
I am so glad!

Rescued at last,

Dear Saviour, at last!
Wonder of wonders! O, how can it be,
Jesus, the Shepherd, should think upon me!
Seek me, and take me to dwell,in his fold,
A sinner, unworthy, and useless and old!

O, I am so glad!
I am so glad!

Burdens are gone!
My fears are all flown!
Past is the gloom of my heathenish night;
Bright is the dawn of Christ’s marvelous light;
Raptured, I gaze in his beautiful face;
0, this is wonderful; wonderful grace!
: 0O, I am so glad!
I am so glad!

Now I am blest,

My heart ig at rest,
Peaceful and calm in the Spirit’s control;

+ Life everlasting I feel in my soul;
Swect is the sense of this favor divine;
Jesus and heaven and all things are mine!
O, I am so glad!
I am so glad!
— Selected.

PITCAIRN ISLAND.

Arrsi the death of Captain Marsh, we began
at once to prepare for our trig to California, by
taking in stores and fuel, cleaning the bottom of
the vessel, and doing many other things necessary
for a long trip. We had toawait the arrival of our

‘mate from Sydney, as he. was to take command -

‘of the vessel, also of Elder Curtis and family,
who were to go with us to Awmerica. They ar-
rived about June 20, but we were detained for
various causes till the 27th, when we sailed away
from Auckland with a fair wind. As it was
winter. time in the southern hemisphere, we ex-
~pected rough weather, but had the idea that the
wind would be quite steady from the south and
“southeast, and that we would reach Pitcairn in
-fifteen or twenty days; but in this we were dis-
appointed ; for we were thirty-one days on th
passage. :
. - In some respects, this was the most disagreea-
ble passage we have ever had, but in others, 1t
was quite agreeable; for it was the stormiest trip
we have ever yet made, but the freest from sea-
sickness, on account of having our cabin on the
~deck. Two days after sailing, we crossed the
‘day line, and had the novel experience of having
eight days, two Wednesdays and two 29th days
.of June, in one week. During the trip, we had
head-winds a good deal of the time, besides calms
and storms. June 9 and 10 we had the worst
storm we have ever experienced. The wind was
-a perfect tempest, and directly ahead. It was
80 strong that the surface of the ocean was covered
with foam like snow, and the air was filled with
‘blinding spray. All of one day no sail could be
‘exposed except a little corner of the mainsail.
Grreat mountain waves that looked as though they
would dash completely over .us, were rolling. for
two whole days. As a precaution, the captain
had. life-lines stretched all around the deck,
above the bulwarks, to keep us from being washed
overboard in case we shipped a heavy sea. A
Tine was run out to windward with a bag con-

| of our vessel at sea were more than realized.

taining oil on the end of it; which served as a | detail, with instructions to report before the close

protection against the waves breaking over us.
Our highest expectations concerning the safety
It
was a constant surprise to us, to see her ride the
billows like a duck, taking scarcely any water on
deck except spray. Our officers said they never
saw a vessel brave a storm better.

But though we had such stormy weather, we
had no mishaps except losing our patent log,
and having one of our small sails blown to pieces
in a gale.  We never realized more .vividly the
presence of God’s angels than during the hight
of the storm. - For two days before we reached
Pitcairn, we had beautiful weather and favoring
winds which largely compensated for the discom-
forts of our tedious trip. Onthe morning of July
27, at one o’clock, we sighted land, and at five
o’clock were close to the island. Before light we
were seen from shore, and soon afterward were
met by a boat filled with our brethren. We
learned with gladness that all were well, not one
having died since we left, over nineteen months
before. As soon ss possible, we went ashore,
and were soon regaling ourselves on the delicious
oranges of the island, and enjoying the sight of
tropical groves and other lovely scenes. We
found that the island had been suffering from a
protracted drouth, and that most of their crops
were a total failure, though recent rains had en-
abled them to plant again. Though none have
suffered from hunger, their dietary has been con-
fined to an extremely limited variety. Caterpillars
had also done their part in injuring the crops.
All the people, however, were cheerful in the
Lord, believing that all things are for the best.

On the Sabbath we had a blessed meeting,
and were pleased to see that nearly all have been
growing spiritually. In the afternoon we had
the privilege of baptizing two more persous, one
of them being a lady who had just returned from
a two years’ stay in Tahiti, and the other a young
man who has taken the place of one of our sailors
who remained in New Zealand. He attended
our meetings in Auckland, accepted the trath,
and now goes to California to find employment
at his trade, printing.

Profitable meetings were held during the short
stay of the vessel, and some souls who had lost
their fervor of love, were again made to rejoice
in God. Meetings were held to consider the
matter of starting a school and some industry on
the island, and all were favorable to the project.
Tithes and donations to the amount of $234.76
were placed in our hands by the church treasurer.

Quite an amount of tracts and papers have
been put on board passing vessels since our first
visit. In a few days our vessel will proceed on
her way to Tahiti and California.

It gives us sadness to part from those with
whom we have labored so long; but if God’s
work can be advanced by it, we will not murmur
at the separation. Brother and sister Read will
stop at Tahiti to make that their field of labor
for some time in the future. The prayers of
God’s people should ascend for the prosperity of
the cause 1n that island, for in scarcely any place
does grosser wickedness abound. .

Though I have suffered a great deal from poor
health, my courage in God 1s good.

: E. H. Garzs.

Piteairn Island, Aug. 4, 1892.

FRENCH BIBLE SCHOOL.

A the last Swiss camp-meeting and Confer-
ence, one of the leading questions was the estab-
lishment of a school for the instruction of young
men among the French, to fit them for usefulness
in the work. Last year, ashort Bible course was
held, and it was the intention to hold a similar
course of longer duration the coming winter ; but
something more permanent was desired,—a school
where young men might spend most of the year
in study of the Bible and the common branches.
After open discussion in the Conference, a com-
mittee was appointed to consider the matter in

of the session.

By special request, brother Waggoner devoted
an hour to the consideration of education for the
work of God, in which the principles of true
education were developed, and contrasted with
the education received in the secular and theolog-
ical schools of to-day. The committee appointed
rendered a report which was carefully considered,
and adopted. It was recommended :—

1. Yhat a school for the cducation of workers he established
in connection with a mission, in a French city. .

. That the city of Neuchatel combines the greatest number
of advantages.

3. That those desiring to enter such a school wake known
their wishes to their church, which shall recommend to the
school authorities such applicants as are deemed suitable sub-
jects.

4. All such applicants to be received on the payment of 500
francs ($96,15), to cover expense for room, board, ete., for the
first year., I no case does the school bind itself to secure for
its students a position as workers in the cause.

5. “Btudents desiring to enter the school on trial for a shorter
terin than one school year of ten months may 40 so by paying
in advauce the sum of 50 francs (%9.65), per month, for board,
roony, and tuition,

6. To secure, if possible, the aid of Dr. Waggoner for two or
three months at the begioning of next year, to open the school
with a course of Bible study. In case his presence cannot be
secured, recommended that the school be opened abvut Jan. 1,
1898.

7. That the Conference Committee take charge of establishing
and directing the school.

8, That a fund to defray thiec cxpenses of the school be estab-
tished, and that a person appointed by the Conference Committee,
visit the churches to soticit donations for the fund.

J. D. Comrr,

H. P. HoLsEr,
Prne NusssauM,
A. SCHMASSMAN,
H. RevowLy,
GusTAVE Rorn,
J. Cunny. .

It is expected that worthy young men who
have not the necessary means to atterid the school
will receive help from the churches recom-
mending them, or from relatives or friends. It
was thought that this would be a practical test
of the faith of the recommending partiesin those
recommended. The school fund to be eéstab-
lished is to meet the expenses of the school
above the- receipts for board, room, and tuition,
and to assist exceptional cases where worthy
young men-have no church or friends to render
the needed help.

The school 1s open to the male sex only, and
is to continue about ten months in a year. The
general plan is to devote the whole day to study
until the student is considered qualified for mis-
sion work, when a portion of the day will be de-
voted to labor in the city or surrounding villages,
as circumstances may favor, the time thus em-
ployed by the students to be remunerated by the
Conference, according to the character of the
work accomplished.

It is believed thatby having brethren only, many
of the difficulties will be avoided which were ex-
perienced in schools and city missions open to
both young men and women. "Again, while the
expense of education is as great for one as the
other, young men can work to much better ad-
vantage in Europe, where this kind of work by
young women is little known. By making it ob-
ligatory for each one to bear his own expenses
till he is found suitable for the work, losses will
be avoided which are usually met with where
young peopleare supported from the first. Every
young person who is really worthy of a position
in the cause, will by virtue of that worthiness,
have friends who will help him. The same plan
will also cut off many of the forward yet unwor-
thy persons, who are always hanging on the
skirts of public benefits. '

As our numbers are few, for the beginning,
a lodging will be rented for the occupancy of
those 1n charge of the school, and the students ;
and all will be conducted on the plan of a private
school. The interest of the French brethren in
this enterprise is great and quite general, and it
is hoped that it will result in much good for the
work in this field.

It was suggested at the Conference that in
view of the limited means of our brethren here,
our school fund might receive some aid from our

v Commilice.
'.
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brethren in America, who have in the past so
generously given of their means for the work in
this field. We had no aunthority to promise any-
thing definite in this direction ; but we felt an
inward assurance that many would respond to a
call in behalf of this fund. We believe that it
will be apparent to all from the recommendations
which are to govern the school, that the means
devoted to this enterprise will be most carefully
used. The fund is now open to all who desire
to aid in this direction; and we trust that when
offerings are made through the established chan-
nels, this part of the field, and this fund in par-
ticular, will be remembered.
H. P. Houser.

Spegial JHention,

. - :
THE PRESENT CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN
EUROPE.

Tuere has been no time for many years when
the nations of Europe were each placed in such
peculiar and even alarming conditions as they are
now. For several years past the Triple Alliance
between the three great powers, Germany, Aus-
tria, and Italy has without doubt contributed to

_ the peace of Europe. The position of England
during this time has also been a strength to the
Alliance ; for although she did not openly join
the Alliance, it was well known that the aristo-
crats of England who made and controlled the
Tory government, and especially Lord Salisbury,
the prime minister, were far more in sympathy
with the monarchical powers of the Triple AIE
than they were with the Republican sentiments
of France, against whom the Alliance was plainly
directed. But a great change has come 1n sev-

eral ways, and at the present time the Alliance

is more of a threat of war than a promise of
peace. Of first importance in this change is the
alliance lately consummated between France and
Russia. The Triple AHiance is really responsi-
ble for this alliance ; for as the Triple Alliance
was at once a menace and a defiance to Frarice,
it is perfectly natural that the latter power, see-
ing herself threatened on every side, should look
in every direction for whatever support she might
be able to secure. As Russia was the only other
great power not included in the Alliance, and as
Rissia had nothing to lose and everything to
‘gain by an alliance with France, it was certain
that the Triple Alliance would surely drive France
and Russia into a mutual union for offense and
defense. These two nations have therefore been
coquetting for some time, each trying in every
way possible to show the other some marks of
favor, but no open acknowledgment has been
made that they were in collusion until lately.
Now there seems to be no disposition of either
power to deny it, and it therefore follows that
in the event of a great European war, the battle
would be between the Triple Alliance on one side
and Russia and France on the other.

Another thing which has an important bearing
in European affairs is the result of the English
elections. The Salisbury government was un-
guestionably in sympathy with the Alliance, and
opposed to France. Indeed, the friendly feeling
which has existed between England and France

" since they were allies in the Crimean War had
about disappeared, and the feeling between them
has rapidly been approaching what it was in former
years when England regarded France as her natu-
ral enemy, which feeling was fully reciprocated
by France.
ernment of England to retain its footing in
Egypt, was also very irritating to France, who

regarded England as under distinet pledges to-

withdraw from Egypt as soon as the country was
pacified, a condition which the French press de-
clares has long been the case. The late elections
in England have greatly relieved this tension be-
" tween France and England; forit is a well-known
fact that the Liberals of England, who are now
in power, and Mr. Gladstone, the new premier,

ance

The determination of the Tory gov-

are in favor of continuing in friendly relations
with France, and the withdrawal of the British
troops from Egypt, in harmony with the desires
of France, is quite likely to take place at no
distant day.

With the present certainty that England will
not join the Triple Alliance, France breathes
easier, and now looks across the Rhineat her old
enemy, Germany, and her allies, with the confi-
dence that with the belp of Russia she is ready
for the fray. She will not attack Germany, but
she is ready and waiting to be attacked. She has
now 350,000 more men under arms than Germany
has, and the disasters of 1870-71 have taught
her toavoid the mistakes of that ill-managed and
unfortunate campaign. Russia can bring as
many men into the field as France ; indeed, Rus-
sta, with money which France can supply, can
summon vast hosts of cossacks whose fighting
qualities have been well known since the time when
they checked the career of the great Napoleon.

These facts are not unseen by Germany, and
she is busy examining her resources and strength-
ening her defenses. A new army bill has been
introduced into the Reichstag to increase the Ger-
man army so that it will equal that of France. To
do this many difficulties must be overcome. The
people feel that they now are taxed all they can
bear. Bismarck is about to enter the Reichstag,
where he will nndoubtedly oppose the govern-
ment, and it is said that he now has the sympathy
of southern Germany, and what causes the gov-
ernment the greatest embarrassment is the fact
that the Catholic party, known as the Ceutrists,
and which are the strongest single party in Ger-
many, will not support the government in its new
war measures, unless the government grants them

| many concessions, even to the removing of the

disabilities under which the Catholic Church has
labored since the May laws were enacted. These
concessions being made. the government will rely
for support upon a coalition of the Catholics, or
Centrists, and the conservatives, or Lutherans.
It will at once be seen that this places the Catho-
lic party in Germany where it can dictate 1ts own
terms to the government, or withdraw that sup-
port which alone establishes the throne of the
kaiser ~Thus Germany makes another trip to
Canossa, and the Catholic Church slowly but
surely regains its lost power in the land of Luther
and the Reformation.

Such are some of the events that are now trans-
piring in Europe. What will take place next
no one can determine. All the nations are full
of unrest. Republicanism is growing in Spain,
Portugal, and Italy. The Socialists are growing
stronger in Germany ; and the anarchists are
particularly active n "France. ~With nations
plotting and combining together for mutual pro-
tection and defense, with ever enlarging armies,
and as a consequence, increasing taxation and
poverty, and with the low mutterings of the dis-
satisfied and hungry people who especially have
to bear the burden, the outlook for peace in
Europe is not very flattering.  This condition of
things cannot always last. Nations cannot al-
ways go on arming and threatening war, and
never fight. As clouds charged with electricity
cannot always retain it, but are compelled to
give it up that the physical heavens may be
cleared, so nations after preparing for war, until
they have reached the utmost limit of their
ability, must fight to relieve the tension which
can no longer be endured. At such times small
provocation is sufficient to constitute a cause to
open the battle. The revelator, describing this
time, declares : ** And the nations were angry, and
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and ‘that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the proph-
ets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy
name, small and great; and shouldest destroy
them which destroy the earth.”” Rev. 11:18.

Meanwhile, the winds are being held that the
servants of God may be sealed in their fore-
heads. It is good to know that God by his
providence controls the nations, and that he will

-for heresy.

restrain the wrath of man until the work of grace
1s done. M. E. K.

RAILWAY EXTENSION IN CHINA.

E. J. Lewis and W. S. Hamilton, of the
Canadian Pacific Railroad, started July 7 for
China, to introduce the Westinghouse air-brake
system on the Imperial Railway. They will
spend ten days in Japan on a similar mission,
and on Aug. 15 they will leave for Tien-Tsin,
China. They will be the first Americans to run -
locomotives in that country. The only men who
work at railroading there are English. The Im-
perial Railway is the only railroad in China, and
only 120 miles of it are in operation. This rail-
road will be extended at the rate of 100 miles
per year, the laws of China prohibiting the
building of more than this number of miles of
railroad in a year. The general manager of the
Imperial is Mr. Petchick, who is the only Ameri-
can in the company. It is the intention of Mr.
Petchick to Americanize the road as rapidly as
possible, the American system being superior to
tl e English. One master mechanic, a bridge
builder, civil engineer, and 4 telegraph superin-
tendent will follow Lewis and Hamilton next
spring, all from the Pennsylvania Railroad.—
American Mail.

A REMARKABLE CASE OF LONGEVITY.

Tur Russian journal, Nowoid Obosrenie, a
short time ago reported the death of an old man
named. Mardenoff, at Tiflis, at- the age of 164
years. The Committee on Statistics of the
Trans-Caucasus proceeded to get authentic de-
tails in this case. Mardenoff, it appears, was
born in 1728, in the district of Wladikawkes,
and belonged to the family of the Ossetes, whose
principal business was to protect the Russian
travelers against the attacks of the mountaineers.
His memory waswery lucid, and he could speak
of things that occurred previous to the reign of
Catherine II.  He leaves a widow 120 years old.
He had eighteen sons and several daughters.
One of his sons died twenty years ago at the age
of ninety-five. y '

CHURCH AND STATE.
" Tuw Industrial World (Spokane, Wash.) of

Oct. 7, speaks as follows on the present tendency
toward a union of Church and State in this na-
tion :— _

‘¢ Christendom has had 1.260 years of Church and State, dur-
ing which time more than fifty million people were put to death
A return of the Dark Ages is not a pleasant thing
to contemplate. Nevertheless the old parties are bringing it
about. The Constitution of the United States guargntees to
every citizen the right to worship according to the dictates of
his own conscience, and any abridgment of that right is a vio-
lation of the fundamental law of the land. It is.jmpossible to
tell what the courts or legislatures may do in these corrupt
times, but it is certain that when they attempt to sustain or rec-
ogujze religions form in public institutions, or to dictate how,
when, where, or what a person shall worship, they violate the
spirit as well as the letter of the Constitution.” .

—1It is estimated that Europe will have to
import 170,000,000 bushels of wheat this year
to feed her people. The wheat will come from
Anmerica, Australia, and India. And thisimpor-
tation will be made while there is enough fertile
land devoted to hunting parks for the nobility
to raise double that amount of wheat, and while
there are more than enough able-bodied men, in
the prime of life, to sow and reap it, who are
kept in the idle savagery of camp and barrack
life. There are, besides, choice acres enough
devoted to the production of wine and beer to
bear over 170,000,000 bushels of wheat, and
enough men engaged in producing those drinks
to raise and manufacture them into flour. It is
small wonder that famished thousands areswarm-
ing away from Europe, like hungry rats from an
empty bamn.— Christian Stondard.

—Two hundred and fifty miles of track have
been laid across the Sahara Desert. Trains are
running regu]ar]y from the Atlas Mountains to the
oasis of Biscara.  Lake Tchad is proposed for
the terminus. ’
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CALLING FOR THE IMAGE.

WHaILE the members of the National Reform Asso-
ciation take much comfort from the action of Con-
gressin reference to the closing of the World’s Fair,
and the general trend of movements in the direc-
tion of bringing the State down to the feet of the
Church, the efforts are yet too desultory, and the
effects too indefinite, to be altogether satisfactory

" to them. So one of the secretaries of the said as.
sociation, Mr. F. M. Foster, makes a call for more
systematic and decisive ¢ ction, in a bold and radi-
cal proposition, set forth in the following arrogant
and pompous words. Hesays:—

‘* But one danger lies in this: The church does not speak as
a church, Thé American Sabbath Union has done a good work.
‘The denominations have spoken. But the Christian organized
church has not officially gone to Washington and spoken. The
work there has been largely turned over to associations. But
‘the voice of God, authoritative, official, is through his church.
Should there not be joint action of the denominations in this?
They should, it would appear, appoint a joint committee to
speak for God, and properly and courageously done, with a
plain recital of judgments which will follow upon refusing to
hear, there can follow but the very best results. ‘These have
power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their
prophecy; and have power over waters to turn them into blood,
and to smite the earth with all plagues.”. Rev. 11:6. Much
is lost by the church failing officiully to speak at the right time

“and in the right place. No association is clothed with this au-
thority. They are individual and social; but the church is divine,
She can and ought to utter the voice of God in the halls of

- Congress, and 8s an organized cburch.”

The italics in the above are as we find them; but
many other statements are worthy of an equally
infernal emphasis. A statement that more clearly

_outlines the desires and designs that are entering

“into the hearts of misguided ecclesiastics, it has not
been our lot to meet. . )

“The church,” it is asserted, ““is divine/”” This
is_the very foundation of the bloody tyranny of the
Roman Catholic Church through its long career of
persecution. Woe to the dissenter who dared to
oppose the decrees, or the authority of “the divine
Church.” ' .

. But more, the voice of God, authoritative and
official is through his church. ““They should ap-
point a joint committee, to speak for God!”

All the denominations could not of eSurse act as
one body, it would be too unwieldy; but a “joint
committee,” composed of membersfrom alldenomi_
nations, and representing the whole ecclesiastica}
element of the land, could be organized to “speak
for God!” And the conclusioén is not difficult to

“foresee. If it is a good and desirable thing to have
acommittee to speak for God on one occasion, why
would it not be better to have a permanent com-
mittee, ready at all times and on all oceasions, to
speak for God? In other words, why not have an
established ecclesiastical organization, a definite
body, acting as God’s vicegerent here among men?
Then we should have an image to the beast. And
when this body speaks officially and courageously,
threatening the judgments of heaven, which they
claim to have power to inflict upon all who will
not yield to their demands, why would not results
follow which they would consider the “ very best ?”

If Mr. ¥. had only consulted the prophecy (Rev.
13:18, 14), he might have added, that * these will
make fire come down from heaven on the earth in
the sight of men, and deceive them that dwell on
the earth by means of the miracles which they have
power to do.”” And when these threats are made,
and backed up by miracles, will not Congress toady
still more subserviently to the demands of the ee-
clesiastical power?

“They can and ought,” says this audacious
church gpirit, ““ to utter the voice of God in the halls
of Congress.”” And of course Congress must obey

the voice of God! What more presumptuous and

tyrannical claim was ever put forth by the papacy?

And s this hitherto happy and prosperous nation

coming to such a condition? So the prophecy de-

clares; and to this end events are now directly
tending.

A CHEERFUL GIVER.

In 2 Cor. 9:7 the apostle Paul has put on record
this remarkable declaration: “For God loveth a
cheerful giver.”

This places the giit of giving (see Rom. 12:6-8)
high up in the list of Chrigtian endowments. He
does not say God loves a great orator, a brilliant
writer, a fine singer, but he loves ‘a cheerful
giver.” It shows also that the act of giviug, per-
formed of course with a sincere and loving heart,
is particularly acceptable to God. If the cheerful

giver is the one singled out and mentioned as the.

one whom God loves, it is the act of giving on his
part that makes the difference. He regards such
an individual differently from what he would if he
did noft perform that service, and differently from
what he doesthose who do not engage in such acts.
With this agree the words of John (1 John 3:22),
“And whatsocever we ask, we receive of him, be-
cause we keep hiz commandments, and do those
things that are pleasing in his sight.” And the
apostle Paul further says, in Heb. 13:16, * But to
do good and tocommunicate [that is, contribute of
our means to help the cause and people of God]
forget not; for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.”

It is true that when we have done all that we can
do, we have only done what was our reasonable
service, and are still unprofitable servants, and
while, so far from being able to do any work of su-
pererogation, we can do nothing to merit anything
in the sight of God, nor bring any reward under
the title of debt, yet, inasmuch as God has been
pleased to attach his pleasure to certain acts, and
has placed on record that they are acceptable to
him, and that he is pleased with those who do
them, is it not the privilege of the servant of God
to feel the comfort and satisfaction of knowing
that he is able to do, and that he does do, things
which the Lord regards with pleasure?

But how many serve God in a very different
spirit,—with a sort of slavish fear, as if everything
was on the negative side, and what they might do
would be the means of simply averting, perhaps, a
certain amount of condemnation and wrath, but
would do nothing on the positive gide of securing
God’s favor and pleasure.

We have heard the tithing system urged on this
ground, that not to do it was simply to make our-
selves reprobates in the sight of God, without any
intimation that the doing of that duty could pos-
gibly have any bearing on the positive side of se-
curing his favor or approval. But does not 2 Cor.
9:7 apply here as well as elsewhere, ** God loveth a
cheerful giver””? Does he not love him who cheer-
fully pays his tithes, doing, of course, what he can
with offerings besides? Such would seem to be the
legitimate inference from this text.

It is true that the tithe is the Lord’s before we
give it; and so it may be said of everything which
we possess; just as David said with reference to the
munificent gifts offered by the people for the tem-
ple of the Lord, ¢ All things come of thee, and of
thy own have we given thee.”” Yet the Lord has
been pleased to account our offerings as gifts to
him. The Sabbath is his, yet he attaches a bless-
ing to the Keeping of it.

We are servants of the Lord, literally ‘slaves;”
but our service should not be a slavish service in
the sense in which the word has come to be used.
The cords which bind us are cords of love; and the
gervice is the voluntary and spontaneous manifes-
tation of gratitude to Him who has done 8o much
for us. And under this impulse of love, the nature
of our actions is determined by our knowledge of
how the action will be regarded by the one-we love.
If one truly loves another, he will not do anything
to grieve him, because of that love. On the other
hand, what a delight it is to do those things which
we know will be acceptable and furnish pleasure
and satisfaction to the one we love.

Do we then love God? If so, we will refrain from
all that we know will displeage him, while our feet
will be swift to all that service which will give him
pleasure. Now he has told us that some things are
an offense unto him, and some things please him.
Among the latter he has said that he loveth “a
cheerful giver.” Shall we do those things that are
pleasing in his sight, and rejoice in his love?

IN THE QUESTION CHAIR.

[DEesieNED for the consideration of such questions as will be of
interest and profit to the general reader. All correspondents shounld
give their names and correct gost-omce address, that queries not re-
plied to here, may be answered by mail.]

255.—PETER’S VISION., AcTs 10.

Does Peter’s vision of the sheet let down from heaven, con-
talning all manner of beasts which he was commanded to kill
and eat, prove that one may now eat all kinds of animals,
healthy and unhealthy, without diserimination 2 A, M. C.

Answer.—By no means; for, according to the de-
scription, there were animals represented in that
sheet which none but the lowest and most degraded
human beings would ever think of using for food.
The vision was not given to regulate the diet ques-
tion at all, but to teach Peter a lesson which he
needed to learn. The Gentiles made use of foods
which were forbidden to the Jews, and the Jews
consequently esteemed them unclean; and being
80, they considered it unlawiful to associate with
them, and not incumbent upon them to labor for
their spiritual good. But God was about to send
Peter out to labor forthe Gentiles, and that preju-
dice of his must be broken down. So the Lord
ghowed him the sheet, and told him to kill and eat.
When Peter declined, on the ground that he had
never eaten anything unclean, the answer came
back, ¢ What God hath cleansed, that call not thou
common.”” This did not mean that God ‘had
cleansed all those wild beasts and creeping things,
but that no man was to be called unclean on ae:
count of them, and that God was just as ready to
work for the Gentiles whom they considered un-
clean, as for the Jews who thought themselves
clean. And so Peter applied it himself in verse 28.
Scarcely had the-vision closed, when messengers
came for him to go and present the gospel to Cor-
nelius, a Gentile; and when he went down, he said,
the first thing, by way of introduction, “ Ye know
howthat it is an unlawful thing for a man that isa
Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another
nation; butGod hathghowed me that I should not
call any man common or unclean.” That was
the lesson of the vision.

256.—woMAN’s posiTioN. 1 cor. 11:10.

Please give an exposition of 1 Cor. 11:6: ¢‘For this cause
ought the woman to have power on her head, because of the
angels.”” Something by way of an exposition of this passage is
much needed here. W. H. B.

Ans—This verse stands as a conclusion from
what has been said before; and in the preceding
verses the apostle speaks of certain things which
are decorous and becoming in a woman. The
things he specifically mentions are, wearing the
hair long and having a covering upon the head.
In that country, and in that age of the world, for
a woman to lay aside either of these, was a badge
of infamy. For this reason, in their gatherings for
religious worship, which were ordained by the Lord,
and were objeets of regard by divine beings, and
where, of course, the angels would be present (Heb.
1:14), it was important that no impropriety be
tolerated, but that all be properly attired. By the
word, ‘“power,” is doubtless to be understood the
covering upon the woman’s head as a token of her
subjection, not to a degrading position of servitude
under the hand of her husband, but subjection to
that rule which the Lord had ordained as order and
propriety in his church. The gospel raised women
to a spiritual equality with men; and it seems that
gome of the Corinthian women took advantage of
this, to make undue agsumptions and go to dis-
graceful extremes. This accounts for some of the
expressions in this chapter, and that much-mooted
ingtruction in chapter 14:34, 85. The principle
holds good still; but owing to the lapse of centu-
ries, and the difference in customs between the East
and the West, it is not now to be carried out by
the same observances.

257.—sPOTTED BY THE FLESH. JUDE 238.
Please explain through the Review, Jude 23, cspecially the
last clause: ‘¢ And others save with fear, pulling them out of
the fire; bating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”
J. B. M.
Ans.—The text doubtless refers to the different
ways in which it is often found necessary to deal
with different persons in trying torescue them from
sin. With some a more mild, persuasive, course is
most effectual; while others it is necessary to move
with fear, to arouse them by the terrors of the
judgment, and act with all the swiftness and inten-
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sity that one would manifest in plucking brands
from the burning, exposing sin in its true colors,
“hating even the garment spotted with the flesh,”
that is, anything that would defile the character,
here set forth under the figure of a spotted gar-
ment; for the church will have her robes washed
and made white in the blood of the Lamb, and be
presented to God:without spot or wrinkle, or any
such thing. Rev. 7:14; Eph. 5:27.

“DO IT WITH THY MIGHT.”

Wz are living in a time which above all other
times calls upon the Christian for earnest work.
The prophet of God, looking down the ages to this
time, exclaimed, “Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth and of the sea! for the Devil is come down
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth
that he bath but a short time.” He has come
down with the determination to do everything that
he possibly can do, to work as he never worked be-
forefor the destruction of humansouls. Meanwhile,
what should those do who profess to be laboring
for their salvation? Should not their efiorts be
marked by a corresponding increase in zeal and
earnestness?

Now, if ever, is the time to put in practice the in-
junction, “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth todo, doit
with thy might.” Time has a value now that it
never had before. Never had the world so many
inhabitants to be warned as to-day. Never were
facilities for work greater, or opportunities more
numerous. Never was there so much that needed
to be done in all branches of Christian work.,

While the Devil has come down in great wrath,
to work with all deceivableness of unrighteousness,
well knowing that the time is short, and the unseen
agencies from above are equally active on the other
side, can man, the object of controversy, contem-
plate the outcome with indifference? Many appar-
ently can; and the fact is only to be accounted for
by the knowledge that human hearts become hard-
ened and stupified by the deceitfulness of sin. It is
a strange and fearful thing that at such a time any
among the professed followers of Him who “ went
about doing good” can beé insensible to the loud
call of Heaven, and the most imperative demand
of the times, seeing naught of—

“The good we all may do,
While the days are going by,”’
if we would_shake off the stupor begotten by the
gratification of self.
“Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the

. dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”
L. A. 8.

AN INTELLIGENT FAITH.

SaviNg faith is intelligent faith. A Dblind faith
will not save anybody. It cannot produce works,
for works can only come from a mind acting upon
the body with a definite end in view. It is con-
sequently of no use to the individual who has it.

But are there many people cherishing such a
“blind taith?”’—Yes; and for the simple reason
that people are not intelligent concerning that
upon which faith is based. ‘“Faith,” we read,
“cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.”” So the word of God is the basis of Chris-
tian faith. To have faith i8 to believe that word.
But a person cannot believe that which he does not
know is there to be believed. His faith cannot in-
clude what he does not know that the word of God
contains. o

One may say he believes God’s word, and be sin-
cere in the statement, and yet come very far short
of the truth; because every person believes not
what the word of God actually declares, as seen by
the all-discerning eye of Omniscience, but his own
conception of whatthat word declares; anditwould
not be possible for him to believe anything else.
Al Christians, nearly, will say that they believe the
_Bible, and every part of it; but cite a passage to
one, and it becomes evident that it is his own con-
ception, and not the ideal conception, of its truth
that he believes. Ask an erthodox Christian if he
believes Ecel. 9:5, and he will reply that he does;
but at the same time will tell you, if asked, that he
does not believe that the dead sleep unconscious in
their graves. He believes the text as he thinks it
means, and not as it actually does mean. And it

iz so with all the rest of us. We get out of the
word of God just that which we actually see in it.
And if our conception of what any part of that
word teaches is wrong, or falls short of the truth,
our faith is to that extent of no effect. We may
say we believe what the inspired word says, for we
know it is the word of the Omniscient, who cannot
lie; but if we do not know what it says, there is no
forece in our assertion that we believe it. It is
merely a general statement, meaning nothing.

The gospel, we know, is *‘the power of God unto
salvation to every one thatbelieveth.” To the one
who does not believe, it is not the power of God
unto salvation. There is just as much power in
God’s word at one time as at another; but without
the belief that power is not displayed. There is
no other medium through which it can operate.
We may read a text which contains power enough
to create a universe, and if we do not see that it
contains this power for us, it will do nothing for
us. It affords us no basis upon which to exercise
faith.

It is evident then that the word of God must be
studied carefully and earnestly, that its real con-
tentsand meaning may becomeapparent; and then
faith can be exercised .in it, and the power which
it contains to destroy sin in us, to strengthen,
encourage, and build ug up in Christian life, be
derived irom it. The power is there—power to
work miracles in our behalf and in behalf of others,
but no one is ever going to be surprised at a mani-
festation of this power in himself. He will first
have recognized it, and believed that it was his to
be exercised according to the will of God. When
the church reaches this point, the power that was
manifested of old will be seen again working unto
salvation. L. A. 8.

THE EVILS RESULTING FROM THE IM-
MORTAL SOUL THEORY.

TaE doctrine of the immortality of the soul has

been the fruitful cause of many other errors, which
at various times and in different countries have
been adopted and believed by mankind. The belief
in the transmigration of souls, which forms the
main theme of Buddhism, is based upon this doc-
trine. The barbarous custom of burning the wife
with her deceased husband, which was so generally
practiced by some of the people of India, and which
was kept up until suppressed by the strong arm of
English law in 1829, was done in order that the
husband might have the attendance of his wife in
the other world,—something they would never
have thought of doing only for their belief in the
immortality of the soul. Slaves were often put to
death upon the death of their muster, for the same
reason. )

Had not people believed this doctrine, the
Mormon imposture would never have found so
many willing hearers. The communications which
compose the Book of Mormon, are claimed by the
Mormons to have been revealed to Joseph Smith
by Moroni, a prophet who once lived in America,
but who died bundreds of years ago. Spiritualism,
with its foul brood of immoralities and affinities,
comes from the same gource. Among the Catholics
this doctrine establishes purgatory; and prayers
for and to the dead as practiced by that church,
are the inevitable result of sich belief.

Among the so-called evangelical churches, this
doctrine has been for some time developing its
legitimate fruit. The doctrine of the immortality
of the soul, and the resulting beliefs that $ouls go
to heaven or hell at death has, in the minds of
the masses of the people, undermined the doctrine
of the Saviour’s second advent and the literal res-
urrection of the dead, and robbed them of their
glory. These grand Bibledoctrines which are both
the ingpiration and the hope of the church, are
rarely mentioned by the popular preachers of the
age, and by many they areentirely ignored. A
bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church has
written a book entitled “ Beyond the Grave,” in
which he denies the resurrection of the body. This
book, which a hundred years ago would not have
been tolerated for a day by that church, is now
allowed to be printed by the Methodist Book Con-
cern, and no serious protest that we are aware of
has yet been made.

It will be seen from the above that we have good

and sufficient reasons for saying that but for this
doctrine, there would be no buruning of living peo-
ple as a religious duty, no Mormonism, no Spiritu-
alism, no purgatorial fires, from whence men only
escape by the generous donations of money paid
into the coffers of a crafty priesthood, and no de-
nial of the true hope of the church, “the glorious

appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus -
Chrigt.” Titus 2:13. )

The great errors we have mentioned have cer- -
tainly grown out of this doctrine; and it is as use-
less for ministers of the gospel to declaim against
Spiritualism, Mormonism, purgatory, etc., while
still advocating the foundation upon which all
these delusions rest, as itwould be to try to destroy
a vigorous tree by nipping off a few of its leaves.
The immortal soul theory is o bad tree; root and
fruit are alike, and the fruit cannot be made good
while the root is bad; and the only true and effect-
ive way of destroying it is the plan used as an illus-
tration by John the Baptist: ‘And now also the
ax is laid unto the root of the.trees: therefore
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit ig
hewn down, and cast into the fire.”” Matt. 3: 10.
If this plan should be adopted, there might besome
hope that this tree of evil fruit would die. But
alas! there is small prospect of such thorough
work, and it will doubtless thrive and grow until
the end.

Not only does it thrive along the old lines of er-
ror, buf this doctrine seems capable of multiplying
new forms. An instance of this kind has lately
been brought to our notice. Among some of the
Baptists of the southern States, there has arisen
another fruit of the immortal soul theory, known
as the “two-soul theory!” According to this new
idea, the original soul in & man is never regen-
erated, but the Lord puts a new soul into the indi-
vidual, theold soulstillremaining. These twosouls
in one body do notlive together very amicably, and
a battleis the result, each trying to expel the other.
This struggle they call the Christian warfare; and
they believe thisstruggle iscarried on,eachsoul try-
ing to expel the other, until the newsoul entirely de-
feats the old soul, and utterly destroys it. We
gather these facts from the Baptist Gleaner,

Absurd as the above theory i8, it is scarcely
more so than the one-soul theory as it is generally
believed. If a man has an imwmortal entity, sepa-
rate, distinct, and independent of the body, why
cannot he have two of them? If we accept the
statements of those who have undertaken to tell
what a soul is, they describe it as being so mi-
nute that its size would be no serious objection
why a man might not have a million all at one
time! If it should be objected against the two-
soul theory that it would not be vight thus to
thrust a pure soul right from heaven into a defiled
and sinful body, we would remark that the same
objection holds good against the commonly received
doctrine. We can ask our immortal soul friends
several questions, which they find very difficult to
answer: 1. Arethesesouls made by natural causes,
or by a direct act of the Creator’s power? 2. Did
they have a pre-existence, or were they made ex-
pressly for each person, just when needed? 3. Do
souls come by natural descent, or, in other words,
was John Smith’s soul descended from the souls
of his father and mother, and if not, how is John
Smith’s soul related to his parents’ souls; and how
can the consequences of Adam’s trangressions by
right have any effect upon him, or how can he be
redeemed by the blood of Christ, who died only
for Adam and his posterity ? The two-soul theory
may involve serious difficulties, but we cannot see
how they can be much greater than those which
inevitably follow the popular theory of one soul in
every body.

The doctrine taught in the Bible, unlike the one
we have been considering, is one of reason and
common sense. Man as a whole is the soul. He
thinks, reasons, and acts for himself. He needs no
other entity, great or small, to think or act for
him. The consequences of Adam’s sin came down
to him by direct and undisputable line of descent;
and for the same reason he is included in the sal-
vation which is offered to the fallen race. In death
he is unconscious, and needs no help of wife or serv-
ant. No prayers can reach him, and he needs not
the prayers of the living. He cannotcommunicate
with those who were his friends on earth, nor does
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he feel any purgatorial fires. His love, hatred, and
envy are now perished (see Eccl. 9:6), and not un-
til the voice of the archangel shall raise the dead,

~will he know or care aught for all that is taking

place on the earth. Job 14:21. Then, and not
till then, will the good be rewarded, and the bad
“Thou shalt be recom-

" pensed at the resurrection of the just.” “For the

Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
with his angels; and then he shall reward every
man according to his works.” Matt. 16:27.

M. E. K.

OUR SAVIOUR'S GREAT PROPHECY.

(Continued.)

The Warning Message of the Last Days.

TuE firstfeatureisagrand announcement, clothed
in symbolic language. The book of Revelation is

~a book of symbols. An angél flies through ¢ the

midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to

" preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to

every nation,and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory
to him; for the hour of his judgment is come : and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.”

Another angel follows, proclaiming the fall of
Babylon. The third of the series presents a most
solemn message, denouncing” a fearful threatening
against any who shall worship ‘‘the beast and his
image,” or receive his mark. God’s peculiar people
are then identified as those who have ““ the patience
of the saints,”” and who ‘“keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.” Then one like the
Son of man is seen coming on the white cloud to
reap the “harvest of the earth.” He is crowned
King of kings. Rev. 14:6-14.

That this latter event is the coming of our Lovd

. in glory,none can question. He says himself, ‘ The

harvest is the end of the world.”” Matt. 13:389.

- He comes upon a cloud as he went away. The an-

gel that then stood by, said he should ‘“so come in

.. like' manner as ye have seen-him go into heaven.”

-

Acts1:11. '

The first one of the series proclaims, “ The hour
of his judgment is come.”* 1t must then be true
that when this proclamation is made, it will bring
the time when the great heavenly assize begins its
session. So solemn a fact must in reason be an-
nounced to the world. It is the last phase of the
“everlasting gospel,” and God orders his servants
“to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people.” It will go with ““a loud voice.” Such a
message must necessarily make a mighty stir.
And such a messagewas proclaimed by the Advent-
ists in 1843-44, as we have seen. '

The second of the series “follows” the first. In
point of time thefirst precedes the giving of the sec-

~ ond. The latter also announces a great fact—the

solemn consequences of rejecting the God-given

light of the first, which is a moral fall. This is the
first consequence which always takes place from re-

. jecting light; to be followed at last by utter ruin, if

not repented of. That such a proclamation was
also made in the summer and autumn of 1844, ev-
ery one knows who is familiar with the history of
the advent movement.

When the time passed in the autumn of 1844,
founded on the prediction, “Unto two thousand
and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary
be cleansed,” the great advent movement fora time
was thrown into confusion, its leaders not being
able to understand or explain the reasons for the
mistake, And many of them never have become

- able to do so. But a portion of that body of be-

-world.

lievers, after the most careful and prayertul study
of their Bibles, clearly understood the whole mat-
tér, and to them it has become, instead of mystery,
one of the most wonderful of God’s providences,
These have never doubted that at that time
prophecy was fulfilled, and-great light given to the
The whole subject opened up to their
minds; they clearly saw there was a third most im-
portant feature yet to befulfilled, before the end wasg
reached. The fearful work of the papacy was to be
shown up, and a work of reform inaugurated. The
commandments of God, one of which that “little

horn”” had *“thought” tochange (Dan. 7:25), were
to be set before the people in their entirety, and the
spurious Sabbath, thought to be inserted by the
“man of sin,”’ was to be exposed, and God’s holy
Sabbath was to receive its proper position in the
great standard of the judgment-day—the law of
God—by all who should be translated at Christ’s
coming. The apostate work to be done by fallen
Babylon, in our own government, was to be ex-
posed, and the people thoroughly warned of it.
Then Jesus would appear on the white cloud, and
all the faithful ones would be gathered home.

The reader will perceive that here was a great
and most important work for the ‘“remnant”
church to do before Christ wouldcome. The message
was to go to all the world. These believers clearly
perceived the real unity of this great message,
though apparently there were three in number.

The judgment message, embracing the close of
prophetic time and the beginning of the investiga-
tive judgment in the heavenly courts above, pre-
paratory to Christ’s coming, in which the decision
would be made as to who were righteous and who
were not, was made first; but it would continue
to be proclaimed until the close of probation.

The second in order would next be announced.
The work of apostatizing because of therejection of
light, would begin with those who were first and
most prominent in that evil work, when the
churches rejected the glorious doctrine of Christ’s
goon coming, embraced in the first announcement,
which would continue to increase, as more and
more light was given, till the end of probation.

Then the third would come in with its solemn'

truths, and all would form a part in one great
message of warning for the last days. It would
embrace the evidences of Christ’s soon coming,
based upon the signs and prophecies fulfilled; as
the nature of the closing work of our great High
Priest, the consequences of the rejection of light,
the peculiar dangers of God’s people in the last
days, the work of preparation and the solemn duty
resting upon the “remnant” church to proclaim
this warning to the ends of the world.

Wehavereferred above to thedarknessinto which
large numbers of the advent believers fell, between
the proclamation of the second and third features
of this message, when the time passed. Many of
them have never followed the logical advancement
of the light; they have occupied a contradictory
and unreasonable position. Nothing is more cer-
tain than that the leaders in the great advent
movement zealously claimed to be giving the first
angel’s messageof 1844, and also the second. But
many of them have rejected the third feature, and
bitterly opposed it. '

We give here but one or two extracts, though
many others might be presented. The Advent
Shield, a leading Adventist paper in the early days
of the movement, says :—

*“We look upon the proclamation which has heen made, as be-
ing the cry of the angel who proclaimed, * The howr of his judg-
ment is come.” Rev. 14 : 6, 7. It is a sound which is to reach
all nations; it is the proclamation of the everlasting gospel, or
this gospel of the kingdom. In one shape or another this ery
has gone abroad through the earth, wherever human beings are
found, and we have opportunity to hear of the fact. Within
the last six years, publications treating on this suhject have
been sent to nearly every English and American missionary
station on the globe,—to all, at least, to which we have ac-
cess.”’ :

And D. T. Taylor, in that important volume,
“The Great Consummation,” published in 1891,
uses this language :— '

¢ This final warning of the nationsis also fully set forth in the
symbol of Rev. 14 : 6, V. Here a class of messengers repre-
sented hy the flying angel, announces the presence of the great
judgment season. The final publishers of the gospel of the
kingdom and the messengers of the judgment are one and the
same, and like the first, this last is world-wide. All the great
world of political systems hear it. ‘Fear God’ is the mighty
cry that burdens the air,—fear Him, for judgment impends.
It is the age-lasting (aionion) glad tidings, but it is shaded
with retribution. The angel-bearer of the gospel of the kingly
and judgment era, is on the wing, until the very last note of
the gospel of the kingdom is sounded. Thus the age ends ; the
great consummation is reached.’’—** Te Great Consummation,’®
pp. 449,450.

Mr. Taylor has been a prominent Adventist
ever since his manhood, and has written much and
well in favor of this great doctrine. How strange
that when he discerns so clearly the first feature
of this great threefold warning message, he fails
entirely to see the connection of the third and last
feature of the series, which must be proclaimed
before the advent of Christ, who comes upon the

whitecloud to reap the harvest of the earth. These
three go together, and as not a jot or tittleof God’s
word can fail, each part must have its complete
fulfillment. The First-day Adventists, who have
failed to keep step with the advancing light of the
greatmessage,are to be pitied. They stand on the
same ground they did forty or fifty years ago, and
have no more light on the subject than then, if as
much. But God’s truth, which furnishes the path
of the just, is “a shining light that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.” Prov. 4:18.

Thedevelopmentof the Advent believers by means
of thefulfilled signsasgivenin “ Our Saviour’s Great
Prophecy,” is clearly discerned from our Saviour’s
words in that discourse. He commands them,
when they shall see the fulfillment of the signs he
mentions, to “know that it [Revised Version, he],
is near, even at the doors.” Matt. 24:83. He de-.
clares that that day will be as the days of Noah
were before the deluge (verse 37), and surely there
were then two classes. Righteous Noah, then,
fully prepared and saved from the flood, represents
those who will be looking,and prepared,for Christ’s
advent. They will be as certain that the event iy
near as was Noah of the flood.

Our Lord also refers to the two classes of
servants who will be on the earth in the last days,
the ‘“faithful and wise servant,” and the evil
servant who shall say, “My Lord delayeth his
coming.” Verses 43-57. He draws a strong con-
trast between them. Their course will be exactly
opposite. Why should the evil servant be talking
about the Lord’s coming being delayed, if there
were none teaching it was near? Is it a themesuch
as he would want to think about? This very fact
demonstrates that the wise servant has made
provision, as Noah did, for the great event, and
has prepared to meet his Lord, and is warning
others to prepare for it. This causes the evil
servant to say his coming is delayed. It also
causes the scoffers to say, ¢ Where is the promise
of his coming?” 2 Pet. 3:4.

To suppose, as many do, that the solemn signs
foretold by our Lord and fulfilled with such wonder-
ful precision and grandeur which startled,alarmed,
and confounded asleepy church and pleasure-loving
world, would convince no one, and bring out no
real believers in the soon coming of the Lord of
glory, is to suppose that God’s word and provi-
dence have failed to accomplisl his own designs.
These signs are given for a purpose; that purpose
was to warn and arouse the believer, and condemn
the unbeliever in the things the Lord had foretold.

Paul declares, “ Ye, brethren, are not in darkness,
that that day should overtake you as a thief.”
1 Thess. 5:4. There will be in the last daysalarge
body of believers who will be looking for the Lord’s
appearing. Yea, the great work of God’s true peo-
ple in the last days will be to proclaim with mighty,
convincing power the great fact that the coming
of the Lord draweth nigh. The majority will scoff,
as they did at the flood, and in Sodom. Multi-
tudes will reject the message, as they did that of
John the Baptist and Christ, The churches in the
last days will be much like the Jewish church at the
first advent. But there will be true believers in all
of them, and the word of God will not fail; it will
accomplish its work, and gather out a people who
will say. when he comes, ¢ Lo, this is our God; we
have waited for him, and he will save us.” Isa.
25:9. We cannot “wait’’ for what we do not ex-
pect. The true church will be a waiting people in
the lagt days.

Our Saviour in this discourse distinctly recog-
nizes the development of such a people and such a
work, as the great and important feature of the
last days, after the three great signs have been ful-
filled. Inour nextwewill show that he foretells the
proclamation of this last-day message to the ends
of the earth, as the last work the true people of
God will do previous to his coming. G. 1. B.

(7o be continued. )

—It is the privilege of every believer to live a
pure and holy life. The Scriptures so teach, hence
it is not only a privilege but a duty.

—A sound discretion is not so much indicated by
never making a mistake, ag by never repeating it.
—Bovee. . '
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Ayogress of the anse.

““He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
do}l)lhti%gs gome again with rejoicing, bringing %is sheaves with him.”
=18, :

HE WILL BRING US TO ZION.

BY MRS. . ALDERMAN.
(Madisor, Ohio )

Hr who has promised to bring us safe home
Will keep us from falling, nor leave us alone.
Should sorrow befall on our journey below,
He will carry our burden, and lighten our woe

He will banish our sins as the east from the west,
Take all of our sorrow, and give us his rest.
-O sweet to my soul is this cup of his love;

He will keep me, that never again I may rove.

Love, joy, and blessing he gave for my sin,

Now his sweet presence is ruling within, .
Naught could I give him but tumult and strife; .
He took it, and gave me his own precious life.

Now he lives in me; his light and his love

Are my life and my comfort; and looking above,
This earth seems so worthless, the mistseems so thin
That hides from my vision that world without sin.

I long for its purity, long for-its rest,

To be clad all immortal in robes of the blest.

He will bring us to Zion. O sweet to our hearts
Is tbe blessed assurance this promise imparts.

SWITZERLAND.

Our course of study and drill at Tramelan, which
began Sept.4,is now in the past. The meeting was
called in the interest of the canvassing work, and
most of the time was spent in study and practice.
During the Birst week, Elder Holser gave valuable
lessons from the book of Romans; which were of
special interest, full of courage and help for. the
canvassers, a8 well as for the church-members,
most of whom were present.

The church at Tramelan is the oldest in Switzer-
land, being organized over twenty-five years ago.
1t containg but thirty members now, some having
gone to America, and some to other parts of this
-field. - 'The'ten canvassérs in‘attendance have gone
out full of courage and hope, determined by the
help of the Lord to make a success of their work.

Elder Holser is now visiting the German churches
in eastern Switzerland, holding meetings in each
place visited. Brother I. Curdy is in Geneva, fol-
lowing up. the series of meetings held here before
the camp-meeting in July. At that time, but little
if any interest was manifest, but now the seeds of
truth sown then and since are beginning to bear
fruit. Three have taken their stand, and others
are interested in the meetings brother Curdy is
holding.

For some time the French brethren in this field
have felt the need of a school to educate youngmen
and women who wish to enter the work; hence, at
the last camp-meeting, it was decided to start a
Bible school at the beginning of the new year, where
the common branches,—grammar, general history,
arithmetic, etc., may be taught. It is expected
that this will give a new impetus to the IFrench

“work.

At present there are but four ministers at work
to- carry the message to the 50,000,000 French-
speaking people in Europe, and one of these gives
much of his time to the Germans. This fact shows
that workers are sadly needed in this language.
May this school be a means in the hands of God
of sending into the French field a goodly number
of consecrated workers, whose sole object will be
the glory of their heavenly Master.

Geneva, Sept. 25. . M. MORRISON, -

OREGON,

AsnuaND.—1 wish to let the readers of the Re-
viEw know what good i8 being done in this part of
the country. While but few make real saerifices for
the Master and for the good of the cause, there are
some who make great sacrifices which ought to put
many of our wealthier brethren to shame, as the
following will show: At Drain, a small village
about one hundred and fifty miles north of here,
lived two brothers by the name of Johnson, formerly
of Montana. One of them was ence a Methodist
minister. - After they adopted our views, they went
to Drain for a short time, to see what they could do
to advance the cause there: Although there was
only one Sabbath-keeping man there, there were
twenty women keeping the Sabbath. These broth-
ers wished to encourage and strengthen this little
company before they went-away again, so they
bought & lot in & nice shadyplace, atthe northend
of the village, also lumber, etic. They then put up

a wall, built a church 26 x 36 feet, and painted it in-
side and outside, at their own expense.

They seem to rejoice to see how much good they
can do for the Lord Jesus Christ. The church
building is now all finished, and they desire some
of our ministers, when coming that way, to stop
and dedicate it as soon as possible. These broth-
ers will not be there, as one of them has gone to
Washington. His brothergoes to Montana, where
he will stay a short time, and no providence pre-
venting, he will goirom there to Alaska tosee what
can be done at canvassing. These men are hard
workers, earnest and zealous for the Lord. They
helped me at a time when I needed it much,
and I hope God will bless them and reward them
in their labor of love for the Master.

I am trying to see what I can do to advance the
cause here. It is a place of 2,300 inhabitants, and
T think it is a good place for missionary work.

Sept. 19. *~ WesLEY CRITTENDEN,

IOWA.

UntonviLLE—We began meetings at this place
Wednesday evening, Sept. 21, and have held nine
services with a good attendance, the tent being
filled almost every night with thoughtful and at-
tentive hearers. The people are quite friendly,and
treat us kindly. Weareof good courage, and hope
to see much good accomplished. Remember usand
the work here. MarTHEW LARSON,

Sept. 30. F. L. Moopv.

WAVERLY AND CLARKsvVILLE.—The opposition to
our work at Waverly stillcontinues. Being defeated
in an open attack against us, our enemies inaugu-
rateda more successful warfare. A committee visited
the owners of the ground, and chided them for per-
mitting us to occupy it, and making threats of
what they would do if we were not driven off.
Others talked of having us stoned out. Persons
who had bought books were told by the minister
to “return them, get their money back, and
help starve them out.” Interested parties were
waited upon, and threatened to be boycotted
from society. Nameless charges of immorality
were made against us by ministers and others pro-
fessing godliness. One Germman lady suffered
much abuse from her .pastor and others. Her
husband, who was at first friendly, was persuaded
against us. Her children have been taken by com-
pulsion back to the German school, and every
effort has been made to prevent herfrom attending
our meetings.

But the hand of God is visible amidst it all.
A few faithiul souls have taken hold of the truth.
Seven were baptized, and we trust soon to be able
to organize a church. We have moved the tent
to Clarksville, a small town twelve miles away,
but will continue to work with and for those at
Waverly. J. P. HENDERSON.

Oct. 4.

WesT GrROVE.—We have been holding meetings
at.this place for twelve weeks, beginning the last
week of June, with a large attendance of interested
hearers. The people were anxious to hear the word
of God, and an effort to oppose our work by public
debate was quite thoroughly suppressed- by our
regular hearers. They stated that they did not fa-
vor debate, but wished to hear us quietly through.
Two oppositional sermons were preached ; but this
effort onlyserved to show the weaknessof positions
that are not in harmony with truth, and had no
effect to weaken the force of the teaching of the
Scriptures. Our temporal wants were most liber-
ally supplied. ' )

The Lord stood by us in proclaiming the third
angel’s message, or everlasting gospel. Eighteen
signed the covenant, and ten were baptized at the
close of our meetings. Others are keeping all the
commandments, and endeavoring to live out the
truth of God, and still others are almost per-
suaded. We trust that every honest soul will turn
to God with all the heart. We rejoice to see the
work of God move on to victory.

C. M. GARDNER,
B. E. NicoLA.

CALIFORNIA,

LuMmoorr.—Sept. 14-25 we spent with the Le-
moore church. We found the brethren very busyin
the midst of harvesting. Some were sorry that we
hadcomeinsucha busy time, and others said: ‘“The
Lord sends help when we need it.” But.nearly all
attended the meetings from the beginning, and so
the interest increased, others from the outsidecame
in, so that we had a full attendance. The Lord
blessed abundantly in the presentation of hisword,
and opened hearts toreceiveit. Many of the breth-
ren gained a new experience, and were much encour-
aged in the Lord. There were eight additions to
the church, seven of them by baptism and profession
of faith. One who had formerly joined the Disciple

Church, now fully accepted Christ as his personal
Saviour, and the truth for this time, and cast his
lot with us. Another man who had been deeply °
troubled because his wife was a Sabbath-keeper,
and who had caused her much grief and sorrow by
the opposition he made to her religious life, yielded,.
we believe, fully to the claims of truth.” As hearose
from the watery grave, he exclaimed, “I am dead
to the world, and alive in Christ.” )

This entire meeting was one of unusual interest.
The Spirit of the Lord was present to convict and
cleanse. Nightly two classes were formed at the
altar of prayer, one class seeking a connection with
God for the first time by conversion, the other seek-
ing an entire cleansing of heart, and overcoming
grace. .

We left them of good courage. Many were sorry-
that the meeting was ended, although business was
just as pressing as when the meetings first began.
But perhaps it was not at first regarded so impor-
tant, or a higher estimate was now placed on
heavenly things. May the Lord abundantly bless
and sustain the Lemoore church, and may they bat-
tle together as a band of soldiers, having one com-
mon interest; then they will be strong in the Lord
and the power of his might. J. H. Cook.

THE KANSAS CAMP-MEETING.

Tuis meeting was held at Herington, Kans.,
Sept. 15-25. The weather was all that could be
desired, and the location good. The meeting was
a large one, there being 125 tents, in which 750
people were camped. There were a largenumber of
our German brethren in attendance. Elders Con-
radi, Shultz, and Shrock labored earnestly for them,
and God blessed their labors. Elder Durland and
the writer were the only laborers outside of the
Conference for the English-speaking people, All
were sorry that Elder Underwood was not able to
be with us. His labor and counsel were greatly
missed.

The business meetings passed off pleasantly. On
account of failing health, Elder C. A. Hall felt that,
it was impossible for him to bear the burden of the
Conference and the tractsociety longer, but received.
the presidency again on the condition that the Con-
ference ask the General Conference for a President
at the next session. This the Conference voted to
do.

The work has prospered in Kansas during the
past year. The tithe was sufficient this year to
pay all back indebtedness, and settle with the labor-
ers. The canvassing work is again coming to the-
front. Several of the best men in the Conference
are entering this branch of the work, and the out-
look for the future is good. The word of Godfound
a place in the hearts of the people. From the first
there was earnest seeking of God.- Elder Durland
labored for the young, and his labors were blessed.
A large number gave their hearts to the Saviour.
Seventy-two were baptized. ~The closing meeting -
was good. Many testimonies of praiseand thanks-
giving were given for this precious season we had
enjoyed together. W. S. Hyatt.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CAMP-MEETING.

Ounr southern camp-meeting, held at Olney, I11.,
Sept. 6-19, is now among the things of the past;
and that it was a precious and profitable season,
1 think all who attended will testify. The attend- .
ance from the city and surrounding country was
large. Many came,desiring to hear upon doctrinal
points. But as the righteousness of Christ was pre-
sented to them in exchange for their gins, and they
beheld the freedom and love of those who had been
liberated from the prison-house of the enemy, they
began to sense the power of God’s word, and many
acknowledged that this indeed is the work of God.
Deep interest was awakened, which will be followed
up by Elders J. W. Bagby and E. A. Merrill,as God
may open the way.

As there was no Conference business to occupy a
large portion of the time, as at other camp-meet-
ings, the whole time was devoted to the spiritual
interests of those in attendance, which was a great
advantage. We were favored with the presence of
Elder J. N. Loughborough from the Tth to the
15th, and Elder A. T. Jones from the 14th to the
19th., The Lord blessed these tried servants of his
with much freedom in presenting his . truth, for
which we praise his name. As the faith of many
doubting, discouraged ones began to grasp the
promises of God, and they began to realize that
they are accepted in the Beloved, they were led to
exclaim with the psalmist: ¢“The Lord hath done
great things for us; whereof we are glad.”

There were 43 tents. on the grounds and 171
campers. This was a good turnout for southern
Illinois, since the total membership south of Spring-
field is not much over two hundred. A2t

The Sabbath-school collections amounted$o $15.-
98; first-day offerings, $16.55; pledges to endow-
merit bed, $51.25; pledges to IMlinois interest fund,
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$126. Seven hundred and sixty-three copies of the
Sentinel of Sept. 22, were taken, also a number of
yearly subscriptions for the Review, Signs, Sentinel,
Good Health, and Little Friend.

The following resolution was passed without dis-
sent:—

Resolved, That we request our. Conference Committee to ap-

point a camp-meeting for southern Ilinois, to begin about Sept.
1, 1893.

A vote of thanks was extended to the citizens of
Olney for the free use of the city park and other fa-
vors bestowed through their mayor, also to the
city papers for good reports of the meetings.

n the afternoon of the 18th, we had the pleasure
of baptizing seventeen. Nearly all of these were
converted at the camp-meeting.

We praise the Lord for these droppings of the
“latter rain” which we have enjoyed, and expect
more copious showers, as our faith grasps his
promises more fully. 0. J. Masox.

ATLANTIC CAMP-MEETING.

THE second camp-meeting and third annual ses-
gion of the Atlantic Conference washeld at Newark,
Del., Sept. 8-18. A beautiful open grove furnished
shade for the camp, which was composed of eighty-
six tents, pitched in a single row around an oblong
area, The weather was delightiul, and every one
seemed greatly to enjoy the occasion. DBut little
has been known of our people and work in that
section, and there was some fear that the distance
of the camp from the village (over a mile) would
prevent a large attendance. But on each of the
two Sundays, over two thousand persons attended
the services at the tent, and listened with great in-
terest. Not the slightest disturbance of any kiud
occurred. Leading men of the town assured us of
a much larger hearing if we would hold the eamp-
meeting there aguin next year.

Ourown people, too, were there in larger numbers
than expected. Aboutthreehundred and fifty were
camped on the ground. God has greatly blessed
the work in this field the past year, so that the
membership i8 now over five hundred, & gain of
about one hundred and twenty-tive. Nearly one
hundred more are keeping the Sabbath now than
were before one of the tents was located, but they
are yet unorganized.

Interesting experiences were related by those
who had received the truth and by all who had en-
gaged in the work. Altogether, it was a feast of
good things from first to last. The labor and
counsel of Elders Olsen, Van Horn, Porter, and
brother Mead were greatly appreciated. Tlie min-
isters of the Conference took an active part in
preaching, and in vigiting those who were seeking
the Lord. Brother E. E. Franke was ordained to

“the ministry, and three others received license to
preach. Elder D. E. Lindsey, who has labored in
ghﬁ? field for several years, has now returned to

io. :

There will be six ordained ministers, five lieen-
tiates, and four Bible workers employed by the
Conference the coming year. The finances are in
good condition, so that a full settlement was made
without incurring debt. The Treasurer’s report
showed that our people have been prospered while
returning to the. Lord that which he claims.
All the business ineetings were marked by prompt-
ness in attendance and harmony of action. Eleven
were baptized while there, and eleven have since
followed in the ordinances in different churches.

Nearly five hundred dollars, the sum allotted to
this Conference for assisting the South Lancaster
Academy, were pledged, and about twe hundred
and fifty dollars more were pledged on tent fund.
First-day offerings and Sabbath-school donations
were about seventy-five dollars. All the expenses
of the meeting were met by receipts from various
sources, and a balance of twenty dollars leit in the
treasury.

Words fail to express the gratitude felt, by those
who have been permitted to share in the work dur-
ing the year,and in the blessings of the camp-meet-
ing now past. May God direct in the year to come,
and spare us all to meet again, and finally to rest
forever in our Father’s home.

H. E. Rosixsox.

AMONG THE FRENCH IN ILLINOIS.

Sept. 8-11, as I was returning from Colorado,
where I had spent a season in trying to recuperate,
after protracted mental exertion, I had the privi-
lege of visiting our French brethren in Iilinois.
Sabbath, Sept. 10, I spoke three times at St. Anne,
to quite a large concourse of I'rench believers, who
had assembled from Kankakee, Irwin, St. Mary’s,
Papineau, etc., a large proportion of whom em-
braced the message under my labors eighteen years
ago.

This was more than an ordinary occasion, as I
had visited this dear people only onee in about ten
_years. I had prepared the way for this gathering

by visiting most of the brethren at their homes.
This I did largely by going on foot from place to
place. Thus doing 1 bad oceasion to indulge in
profitable reflections on past experiences and past
conflicts and victories. As 1 did this, I could not
help cherishing the hope that with advanced light,
additional experience, and the inspiration, courage,
and power attending the loud cry of the third
angel, I, or some other French laborer, aided by a
strong corps of drilled missionary workers, might,
in the near future, make a thorough and telling ef-
fort on this old battle ground.

As I expressed these and other thoughts to the
unusually large audience at St. Anne, showing by
the thrilling events of the present year, and the re-
cent action of our government in favor of Sunday,
and the progress of the eause, that the day of God
hasteth greatly, and insisting and laboring for the
salvation of perishing men with an earnestness
comporting with the shortness of probationary
time, hope and joy beamed on every countenance,
and in a social meeting that followed, in which
every one took part (a young Baptist preacher
being present and catching the ingpiration), all ex-
pressed the desire that a thorough effort might
gsoon be made for the French in lllinois; and I
was invited to take part in such an effort.

Such aneffort would be made undercircumstances

far more favorable than those under which the first |

effort was made. Then my wife and I were alone,
until Elder R. F. Andrews came, as a good re-en-
forcement, to take the principal charge of the
American braneh of the work; and we met with
strong prejudice and most bitter opposition. Now
there would be a large number of missionary
workers at our disposal, to visit, give Bible read-
ings, and add a strong influence in our meetings.
Wewould also have all the advantages of the good
work that our French literature and the lives of
faithful believers have accomplished in removing
prejudice and preparing the way for a more thor-
ough effort.

There is much more to be done in this and other
French fields in America. And why not plan and
work for greater results among the Frenech? True,
the difficulties are great, as the French are mostly
Catholics, and aregenerally scattered and illiterate.
But we have a mighty God and a great and glori-
ous message, and the work would not be more dii-
ficult than was that of early Christians among the
heathen. Difficulties would vanish away before the
earnest efforts of consecrated workers and the
mighty workings of the spirit of promise.

Soon after our first effort at St. Anne, and follow-
ing the fiercest opposition to us and our work on
the part of many, and signal victories the Lord
had given us in three discussions, the following pro-
pheticutterance, through the gift of prophecy, came
to us for our encouragement:—

**J was shown the difficulties you have hadto meet, of which
your American brethren have but a faint idea. 1 was also
shown that the Freneh who have embraced the truth will not
be idle, but will work for others of their tongue until many of
them shall receive the truth.”’

We already see a partial fulfillment of this pre-
diction, in encouraging additions to believers.
But greater and far more glorious results are em-
braced in this propheey. When the third angel fills
the whole earth with his light and glory, he will
not pass by the French beeause they are, in some
respects, more unfortunate than others, but will
bring more light and power unto them, that they
too may be fully represented among the * na-
tions of the saved.”

We recommended that our French books, in-
cluding the French “Bible Readings,” be thor-
oughly circulated; that the tithes still bepaid into
the Tllinois treasury to encourage a general mis-
stonary spirit; that the absent ones andthose who
are on the back ground be visited, and that the
young be looked after, encouraged, and kept from
going into the world, that they may help swell the
loud cry in this and other lands.

D. T. BourbEAU.

UNION COLLEGE.

THe College opened more encouragingly this
year, Sept. 21, with 222 students. Since then the
numbers have increased, until now, Oct. 6, we have
323 who have been enrolled. The friends of the
College will be glad to know that a generalspiritof
contentment exists among the students, and that
nearly all of them have ecome here for hard work.
Last Sabbath a large number participated in the
ordinances of the Lord’s house, and insome respects
we had one of the most precious meetings we have
enjoyedfor a long time. The church is in harmony
and love, and we expect that God will give us a
year of blessing. This will be by far the best and
most profitable part of the year’s work.

Let alt who have the interest of the Colleze at
heart, join in the prayer of God’s servant: “Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem : they shall prosper that
love thee. Peace be within thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy palaces. For my brethren and

companions’ sakes, I will now say, Peace be within
thee.” Ps. 122: 6-8.
We expect that ten or twelve will be baptized

next Sabbath. E. W. FARNSWORTH) +
.4‘_";/'
ILLINOIS CONFERENCE ASSOCIATION

PROCEEDINGS.

TraEe third annuval session of the Illinois Confer-
ence Association convened in Allen Park, Ottawa,
Aug. 23, at 5 r.M. President J.N. Loughborough
in the chair. In the absence of the Secretary, A. W.
Rothwell was chosen Secretary pro tem. Four of
the seven officers of the association were present,
with thirty-five delegates. The minutes of the last
session were read and approved. The finaneial
standing of the association as presented by the
Treasurer was as follows:—

RESOURCES.
$45,000 00
1,810 35
10,202 08

Real estate,

Interest account,

Chicago building fund,

Chicago, Springfield, and Bloomington
real estate,

Clear Lake, Wis., and Jefferson Co.

14,657 60

real estate, 62 77
Bills receivable, 1,110 00
Office fixtures, 4 00
General expense, 224 96
Total, $73,071 76
LIABILITIES.

Stock estimate,
Due Illinois Tract Society,

$45,000 00
2,993 85

¢ t¢  Conference, 106 09
Educational fund, 418 82
Bills payable, 22,228 00
Due RevieEw AND HERALD, 2,145 0o

‘¢ individuals, 180 00

$73,071 76

Total,

The Treasurer’s report was adopted.

On motion, the association adjourned to eall of
Chair.

SECOND MEETING, Ava. 29, AT 9:30 A, M.—The
committee to make nominations for officers for the
coming year, reported as follows: For President,
J. N. Loughborough; Vice-President, (. J. Magon;
Secretary, A. F. Ballenger; Treasurer, W, T. liib-
ben; Auditor, Mrs. A. M. Loughborough; Council-
men, A. Craw, R. Vickery.

The report of the Nominating Committee of the
unineorporated body as above namned was acecepted
by the association.

Meeting adjourned sine die.

) J. N. LouaGHBOROUGGH, Pres.

A. F. BALLENGER, Sec.

WEST VIRGINIA TRACT SOCIETY
PROCEEDINGS.

Tae fitth annual session of the West Virginia
Tract Society was held in connection with the
camp-meeting, at Berea, Aug. 16-23.

FirsT MEETING, AUG. 17, AT 10:30 A. Mm.—Elder
D. C. Babcock in the chair.  Minutes of last session
read and approved. The Chair being empowered
to appoint the necessary commmittees, announced
the following: On Nominations, D. Haddix, C. W.
Bee, . W, Province; on Resolutions, Wm. Hutch-
inson, E. C. Buckland, W. R. Foggin; Auditor,
U. P. Long. :

Adjourned to call of Chair.

SEcOND MEETING, Avc. 21, a1t 9:30 A. M.—The
President gave his annual address, which was a
brief review of work done by the society since its
last session, and suggested plans for future work.
Reference was made to the usefulness of the State
paper recently issued by the society in the work in
the State.

The Committee on Nominations presented the
following report: For President, D. C. Babeock;
Vice-President, Wm. Hutchinson; Secretary and
Treasurer, T. . Bowen; Corresponding Secretary,

' Mrs. G. L. Bowen; State Agent, U. P. Long; Direct-

ors: Dist. No. 3, David Engle; No. 4, E. B. Hoff;
No. 5, E. W. Metcalf.

The report was adopted, by considering each
name being voted on separately, and all were
elected to the offices named.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the fol-
lowing partial report :— ]

Whereas, In the providence of Giod the tract society has be-
come an important factor in the spread of the third angel’s mies-
sage; and,—

Whereas, The blessing of God has attended this branch of
the work in a marked manner ; therefore,—

1. Resolved, That weexpressour gratitude to God for the bless-
ings vouchsafed the past ycar, and that we pledge our hearty
support to this part of the cause.

Whereas, Weekly meetings in each church have always proved
to be a great help in stimulating to action every one connected
therewith ; therefore,—

9. Resolved, Thbat we recommend the holding of weekly meet-
ings in atl our churches.

Meeting adjourned to call of Chair.

Tuirp MEETING, AUG. 22, AT 10 a.M.—While Reso-
lution 1 was before the meeting, the State agent
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g work. He résponded with an interesting state-
ment of their work since Jan, 1. It was shown
that one third of the families visited, gave an order
or a book, and that-eighty per cent of these orders
‘were delivered, also that the workers, on an aver-
age, made for their wages three dollars per day for
the actual time-at work. Resolutions 1 and 2 were
adopted.

_ The Committee on Resolutions reported again,
and after some changes, the report was adopted,
-agfollows:—

’ . Whereas, In the providence of God much good may be ac-
complished by a judicious use of the papers which come toour
homes from time to time: therefore,—

8 Resolved, Thatwe endeavor to keep the same in good con-
dition, and circulate them at once,

fWIwreas, Our people generally are notinformed as they should
be on great lines of truth which God has given us; therefore,—

4. Resolved, That we should as far as possible carefully read
our books and pamphlets, so that we may gain & knowledge of
the truth for ourselves, and thus be able to fill the mission to
which we are called. -

Whereas, The REVIEW AND HERALD contains precious matter
‘from week to week, and is food for our people; therefore,—

5. Resolved, That we heartily recommendall to subscribe fors
and read, the same, that we may keep pace with the message.

Whereas, The West Virginia Tract Society is to publish the
West Virginia Monitor another year; and,—

Whereas, Much good has been accomplished through the
zeal and earnestness of its contributors; therefore,—

6. Resolved, That all the faborers, ministers, colporters, can-
vagsers, and leaders in our church and missiopary meetings, be
invited to report regularly through its pages, the condition and
results of the labor in which they are engaged.

Whereas, The American Sentinel, in the providence of God,
and other Natlonal Religious Liberty literature have a large and
important mission to fill in advocating the entire separation of
Church and 8tate in this government; and,—

Whereas, The National Religious Liberty Association has of-
fered to co-operate in assisting to support.a colporter in this
Conference, if said colporter take an active part in dissemiuat-
fng the above literature; therefore,—

7. Iiesolved, That we heartily indorse the offer of the said
‘association, and do all in oitr power to speed on the good work
in which it is engaged, and to engage in this work as soon as
consistent.

Whereas, It is highly important that ali who engage in any
branch of the work of God should be educated, at least in keep-
ing with the particular branch in which they are engaged;
therefore,—

8, Resolved, That this society obtain from the Conference
Committee the privilege of using the State school building, and
that a short term of school be carried on this winter for the bene-
fit of the canvassers, that they may be better prepared to carry
forward the great work in which they are engaged.

Meeting adjourned to call of Chair.

FourTH MEETING, AUG. 23, AT 10:15 A. M.—A
lively interest was manifested in the resolutions
before the meeting, and they were unanimously
adppted. The meeting then adjourned.

he report of labor for the past year was read,
also the financial standing of the society, The
summary of each was as follows :—

REPORT OF LABOR.

No. of letters written, - - - - 550
b ¢ recelved, - - - - 180
¢ imissionary visits, - - - . 8,886
"¢ Bible readings held, - - - 98
< ‘¢ persons atteénding readings, - - 564
¢ subserlptions obtained (yearly), - 10
‘e “ e (less than a year), - 43
¢ periodicals distributed, - - 9,454
¢ pp. books and tracts distributed, - - 780,004
FINANCIAL STANDING.
~ RESOURCES.
Value of property owned by the society, $ 106 91
‘¢ merchandise, 494 99
Due on accounts, 1,931 86
Cash on hand and in bank, June 30, 1892, 307 50
Total, $2,841 26
LIABILITIES.
Due offices of publication, $1,681 23
¢ gocleties on account, 49 00
¢ on funds, 32 07
¢ individuals and firms on account, 122 44
Present worth, 956 52
Total, $2,841 26

The report of labor shows an increase over that
of lagt year, while the financial report shows a de-
crease, owing to the fact that some accounts of
long standing from individuals were cancelled, also
more money was used in the payment of help for
the society than heretofore.

The tender Spirit of the Lord was present in all
the meetings held, and we trust the good impres-
gions it made on those present will be cherished
and put into practice the coming year. After a
few touching remarks by Elder 8. H. Lane, the
meeting adjourned sine die.

D. C. BaBcock, Pres.

T. E BowgN, Sec.

oalled upon to give the report of the canvass- |

ARKANSAS TRACT SOCIETY PRO-
CEEDINGS.

Tae fifth annual session of the Arkansas Tract
Society was held in connection with the camp-
meeting, at Springdale, Ark.

First MEETING, AUG. 9, AT 4:15 p. M.—Elder
McReynoldsinthechair. Prayer by Elderd. H. Dur-
land. It was moved and carried that the reading
of the minutes of the last meeting be waived.

The Chair appointed the several committees,
which were as follows: Qn Nominations, N. P.
Dixon, W, J. Kerr, S. P. Adams, J. B. McConnell,
E. B. Sommerville; on Auditing, W. F. Martin,
L. C. Sommerville; on Resolutions, L. C. Sommer-
ville, R. A. Underwood, N. P. Dixon, H. Clay Griffin,
W. W. Stebbins.

Elder Mc Reynolds gave a brief synopsis of the
work done during the year.

The reports of the Secretary and Treasurer were
called for, and read as follows:—

Cash on hand, Aug. 15, 1891, § 121 79

¢ received, 6,378 46
Total, $6,500 25

Cash paid out, $6,004 72

¢ on hand, 495 53
Total, $6,500 25

RESOURCES,

Due from individuals, $1,227 92

Mdse. on hand per inventory, 1,749 42

‘¢ in hands of leaders, 558 89

Property and office fixtures, 83 65

Due from Arkansas Conference, 408 34

Cash on hand, 495 53
Total, $4,523 75

LIABILITIES.

Due individuals, etc., $ 1419

¢ Kansas Tract Society, 268 42

¢ International S8abbath-school Ass'n, 4 50

L American Sentinel, 11 70

‘¢ Good Health, 287 26

¢ Pacific Press Pub. Co., 165 71

¢t TInternational Tract and Missionary

Rociety, 277

‘“ REviEwW AND HERALD, 3,114 15

Present worth, 655 05
Total, $4,523 75

Net capital, Aug. 15, 1891, $290 10

e e “ 1, 1892, 655 05

Net gaia, $364 95
REPORT OF LABOR, FOR NINE MONTHS ENDING JUNE 30,1892.

No. of members, - - - - R 57
t ‘“ reporting, - - - 10
i t¢ added, - - - 13
‘e ¢t dismissed, - . 1
t¢ Jetters written, - - - - 19%
L ¢ received, - - - 90
¢ ¢ missionary visits, - - - 1,409
‘ ‘¢ Bible readings held, - - - 73

¢ pp. tracts, sold, loaned, and given away, 13,896

Meeting adjourned to call of Chair.

SEcoND MEETING, Ava. 11, 471 9:30 A, M.—The
Auditing Committee approved the foregoing re-
port. The Committee on Nominations reported as
follows: For President, C. MeReynolds; Vice-Presi-
dent, W, J. Kerr; Secretary and Treasurer, H. Clay
Griffin; State Agent, L. C. Sommerville; Directors :
Dist. No. 1, Mrs. E. D. Lamberson; No. 2, W. J.
Kerr; No. 3, Jonas Divelbiss; No. 4, John L.
Shockey; No. 5, J. W. Hawkins.

The report was adopted.

The Committee on Regolutions reported as fol-
lows :—

Whereas, The providence of God in the Testimonies and oth-
erwise, has clearly indicated that the Signs of the Times is doing
a great work as a missionary paper, and should be used by our
people as such, disseminating the light whereby many souls
may be brought into the truth, as our experience in the past
has elearly shown ; therefore,— -

1. Resolved, That we will take liberal clubs of the Signs for
free distribution, to be followed up by correspondence, and that
proper persons be secured to take subscriptions for our period-
icals, making the Signs and Sentinel a specialty; and,—

2. Resolved, That a suitable person be employed by the Con-
ference t0 work up the missionary spirit among the churches.

Whereas, The work of God in foreign lands demands our
most earnest attention; and,—

Whereas, Our first-day offerings are for the support of this
brauch of the work; therefore,—

8. Resolved, That we urge upon our people faithfulness in
these freewiil offerings.

Elder Durland spoke to the first resolution in re-
gard to the Signs as a pioneer missionary paper,
reading extracts from “Missionary Work by Cor-
respondence,” also from a special testimony to
Elder Haskell.

Pertinent remarks were made by W. F. Martin,
R. A. Underwood, and J. A. Sommerville. )

The President thought best to defer the vote till
next meeting, giving time for consideration. He
also spoke in regard to the missionary work domne
by the Signs in Clark county.

Adjourned to call of Chair. :

Tairp MEETING, Ave, 12, AT 9:30 a. Mm.—Elder

W. W. Stebbins spoke in regard to the benefit that
may be derived from the circulation of the Ameri-
can Sentinel, reading extracts from ‘Lestimony
No. 33, p. 246,

Elder Underwood gave some telling facts in re-
gard to the Sentinel, the acts of Congress, Judge
Hammond’s decision, ete., suggesting that we read
the Sentinel ourselves, and put it into the hands of
others,

The gecond resolution was then read and spoken
to by Elder Underwood, who gave a vivid descrip-

-tion of the open doors for missionary workin South

America and elsewhere, urging the young people
to qualify themsgelves through the medium of edu-
cation for more efficient labor in home and foreign
work, also showing that foreigners are affected
by the Sunday law of our country in closing the
World’s Fair on Sunday.

The report was adopted. i

It was moved thatthe Chair appoint a committee
of five to consider the matter of the depository at
Van Buren, Ark. Some explanatory remarks were
made by the President, and the motion was car-
ried.

The committee appointed was as follows: J. A.
Sommerville, P, M. Owengby, N. P. Dixon, William
Martin, D. N. Huddleston.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

FourTH MEETING, AUG. 14, —The President spoke
in regard to missionary work in the State, show-
ing how it may be done in an effectual manner;
to wit, by procuring a list of names from the State
Secretary of persons who are interested in reading
our literature, sending out tracts, papers, etc., fol-
lowing up the sanie by personal correspondence.

Adjourned sine die. C. Mc Rey~owLps, Pres.

H. Cray Grrrriy, Sec.

VERMONT TRACT SOCIETY PROCEEDINGS.

THE twenty-first annual session of the Vermont
Tract Society was held in connection with the
camp-meeting, at Cambridge Junction, Sept. 6-13.

FrrsT MEETING, SEPT. 7, AT 10 A, M.—The Presi-
dent in the chair. Prayer was offered by Elder
T. H. Purdon, after which the minutes of the last
annual sesgion were read. Remarks were made by
the President as to the importance of each member
of the society having an intimate connection with
the work. He also gave figures showing that the
gales in the canvassing work the past year were
double those of the previous year. It was voted
that the Chair appoint the usual committees,
which were named as follows: On Nominations,
C. K. Drury, John Maynard, Geo. Litchfield ; on
Resolutions, I. E. Kimball, C. P. Whitford, R. C.
Porter.

Adjourned to caill of Chair. v

Secoxp MEeETING, Seer. 11, A 9 A, M.—The
Committee on Resolutions presented the following
report:—

1. Resolved, That we still re-assert the resolution of last year,
touching weekly missionary meetings to be held, if necessary,
ip connection with the Sabbath meetings, to stimulate and en-
courage continuous efforts in missionary work.

2. Resolved, That we re-assert the great necessity of carefully
selecting canvassers, remembering thatit is the work of the
Lord, and is equally saered with the gospel ministry.

3. Resolved, That in our present unsettled conditlon the
State agency of the canvassing work be left in the hands of the
President of the tract society, who shall be at liberty, scting
with the Conference Committee, to appoint a suitable person
for this work.

4, Resolved,That special effort be made on the part of the
society and each individual member, to cirenlate the new Relig-
ious Liberty tract ** In the Chain Gangs for Conscience’ Sake,”
about to be issued,-and also the pamphlet ‘‘Due Process of Law
or Divine Right of Dissent,’” that these pamphlets be freely
circulated to individuals and families as far as we are able.

5. Resolved, That we heartily indorse the action of the last
General Conference regarding first-day offerings, which with its
preambles reads as follows:-—

¢ Whereas, Our contributions to the foreign work should and
might be far larger; and—

‘¢ Whereas, The lack of coming up in first-day offerings is due
largely to forgetfulness rather than lack of willingness ; there-
fore,— ’

¢ Resolved, That we request librarians to keep a list of those
having boxes, and solicit their contributions in person or by
letter, if they should fail to report each quarter.?

These resolutions were spoken to by Elders
Kimball, Porter, Bicknell, and brother Spicer.
The question was raised on the first resolution as
t0 the best time to hold the missionary service.
The time recommended wag at the weekly social
meeting, at the beginning of the preaching or
social service on the Sabbath, or at the close of the
Sabbath-school. It was suggested that thelessons
in the Home Missionary be used as anintroduction
to the Sabbath social sgervice. The resolutions
were adopted.

Adjourned to call of Chair.

Tamp MEBTING, SEPT. 12, AT 9: 80 A. M.—The
Committee on Nominations made the following re-
port, which was adopted: For President, P. ¥,
Bicknell; Vice-President, W. C. Walston; Secretary
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and Treasurer, Lizzie A. Stone; Assistant Secre-
tary, Eva Maynard; Directors: Dist. No. 1, H. W.
Pierce; No. 2, Geo. Litchfield; No. 3, C. C. Drown;
No. 4, W. M. Yale; No. 5, I'. S. Porter; No. 6,
John Clayton. F..S. Porter afterward resigned
the office of director in Dist, No. 5.

Adjourned sine die. P. F. BickNgLL, Pres.

Lizzie A. STonE, Sec.

Special Jlatices.

NEBRASKA GENERAL MEETINGS.

It has been decided that four general meetings be
held in our Conference in early winter, as follows: In
Dist. No. 2, Dec. 7-11; No. 4, Dec. 14-18; No. 3, Jan.
11-15; No. 1, Jan. 18-22.

We are not prepared as yet to announce the places
where these meetings will be beld, but will do so very
goon, These gatherings will be important, and we
trust that our brethren and sisters will lay their plans to
come. It is especially desired that elders of churches,
librarians, and Sabbath-school officers be present. We
will give more about these meetings soon.

W. B. WHITE.

A NEW ENGLAND CALL.

TxE following resolution having been passed at the
late meeting of the New England Tract Society, it is de-
girable to obtain the names of persons who might at-
tend :—

‘¢ Resolved, That the officers of this society be Instructed to
take immediate teps to provide for a course of instruction and
training, combined with practical work, for canvassers; and
that the society shall aid this enterprise to the extent of paying
all expenses, except board, forall persons of promise who will
attend with the understanding that they will perscvere in the
canvassing work,’’

At a meeting of the Board of Directors, Oct. 11, it
was decided to bhave the course begin about Nov. 15,
and continue three months. Aund it was voted to ask
brother C. BE. Palmer to take charge of the Home. A
city will be gelected with smaller places near by, so as to
have a variety of territory, and nearly full time will be
devoted to canvassing. Bible study, also the study of
the several books, and practice in the field, will be the
leading features of the course.- The canvassers will pay
for provisions, fuel, and the wages of a housekeeper.
The society pays the rest, including traveling expenses.
For further particulars, address me at South Lancaster,
Mass. E. E. Munos, State Ag't.

 @he Subbath=School.

*The entrance of thy words giveth light.”"—Ps. 119: 130,

DUTIES OF SABBATH-SCHOOL TEACH-
ERS.—-NO. 1.

The Design of the Sabbath-school.

WaAT the writer has to say in this, and perhaps in
succeeding articles, regarding Sabbath-school work, is
designed more especially to apply to the Sabbath-schools
of Michigan, though there can be no possible objection
to workers in other parts of the field appropriating any
points adapted to their needs, if any such may appear.
Having been present in quite a large number of our

" schools the past year, much pleasure has been derived

from observing the earnestness and devotion with which
many teachers have taken hold of their work. Never-
theless, the thought has been forcibly impressed on my
mind, that more efficient service, on the whole, is not

" only desirable, but absolutely necessary, to accomplish

the real design of the Sabhath-school.

But what is the design of the Sahbath-school? It is
not simply a place in which to have a social chat, or to
while away an hour of the Lord’s rest. All the memhers
of the church ought to see in the Sabbath-school one of
God’s agencies through which they may sit together in
holy communion with Him from whom spring their life
and every enduring joy. Communion in its true sense
is familiar conversation, in which there isan exchange of
sentiment or feeling. In other words, the Sabbath-
schoot should be a place in which every member of the

_ church, and all others who can be induced to do so,

should assemble for the purpose of receiving from God
the expression of his will, in exchange for their longing
desires to learn his ways.

Said Moses, when conversing with God: ‘*S8how me
now thy way, that I may know thee.” Ex. 33:13.
And_why did Moses desire to know God?—That he
Moses well understood
that in order to have the favor of God, he must become
acquainted with him, and that to become acquainted
with him, he must see his way, or manper of dealing.
In answer to the prayer of Moses, God did make known
his ways unto his servant, and his acts unto the Israel-
ites, who were associated with' Moses, Ps. {08:7.
But this was not done in asingle day. TFheirs was a
long, and in some respects, a bitter experience. Had

they gladly followed at all times in the direction God
indicated, they would have known more of the right-
eousness of his way; but as it was, they saw his merci-
ful deliverances in their afflictions, even though they
doubted his words, and provoked him with their evil
counsels. .

It is the same now. Many who have a name with
God's people do not trustingly follow him, but ¢ walk
in sparks of their own kindling.” But he who would
fully know God, must know Him who is the way, the
truth, and the life of God. John 14 : 6. To know him
as the ‘“way’ is to be in the way with him. This
means to walk as he walked (1 John 2:6), in love and
merey, to suffer and die with him (2 Tim. 2 : 11, 12),
to be raised with him (Epb. 2 :6; Col. 3 :1), and thus
be able to say : ‘I am crucified with Christ; neverthe-
less I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” Gal
2:20.

To know him as the ‘“truth’’ is to walk with him in
the truth of God. The word which reveals God as
truth, as in Deut. 32 :4; Ps. 81 :5, and similar texts, has
the force of steadfastness. Hence Christ is the steadfast-
ness of God. To walk with him in truth is to walk in
the steadfastness and certainty of God, rather than in
one’s own false way.

With God is the fountain of life. Ps. 36 :9. But as
the Father has life in himself, so he gave unto the Son
of God to have life in himself. John 5:26. His life,
then, is just as enduring as that of the Father. So he
came down to earth to give life to the world (John
6 :33) which had been forfeited by disconnecting from
Him who is the fountain of life. As the way, the truth,
and the life of God, he gave himself for the world, that
all who will may give up themselves, and take instead.
the way, the truth, and the life of God, ax revealed in
Jesus Christ.

But how may this exchange, so advantageous to man,
be consummated ?—Easily enough. Christ says, <*Who-
soever shall receive me. receiveth him that sent me.”
Luke 9 :48. To receive Christ, is to have God as our
Father ; for we are told that as many as received Christ
when he was here in the flesh, ‘“to them gave he power
to become the sons of God.” John 1 :12. To have God
is therefore to be born of him as his son—to have his
life, hissteadfastness, and his way. Allthisthrough the
reception of Christ the Son of God.

But to receive Cbrist is to believe on him as the

manifestation of God in the flesh. 1 Tim. 8 :16. This
is the work of God. John 6.:29. To believe on Christ
is to believe his words, which are spirit and life. John

6:638. The reception of his words will therefore im-
part life.  Not that a simple acquiescence in them as
Nis words will give life, but the whole heart must
be filled with them. They mmst be trusted and relied
upon as the everlasting truth or steadfastness. They
will then be ¢ living water” and ‘‘living bread from
heaven ' to the receiver.

It is all this which is to be considered in Sabbath-
school work. Its design is to afford all in attendance
the privilege of feeding on the living bread of heaven,
and to drink of the water of life, in view of this, no
one should think of absenting himself, except on the
most urgent necessity. And if obliged to do so, once
in a long time, he should double his efforts to regain
what he hag lost, lest he fail of receiving all of his
portion of meat from the Lord.

J. O. Corriss.

LESSONS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT.

LESSON VI.—PETER DELIVERED FROM
PRISON. ACTS 121'1-24.
Commit Verses 5-8.

(Sabbath, Nov. 5.)

Texr.* The angel of the Lord encampeth ronndabout them that
fear him, and delivereth them.” Ps. 34:7.

1. Recite brietly the events of the last lesson.
9. What took place about that time? Acts 12:1, 2.
3. How did Herod further seck to gain the favor of the
Jews? Verse 3.
4. How securcly was Peter guarded ? Verse 4.
5. Whnt means did the church employ for Peter's release?
Verse 5.
6. What was Peter’s condition the very night before he was
to be killed? Verse 6.
7. What words of the psalmist could Peter have spoken?
Ps. 4: 8.
8. While Peter wassleeping, whocame upon him? Aets12:7.
9. Where had the angel of the Lord been all the time? Ps.
34:7.
10. What did the angel do and say?
11. What did Peter think of all this? Verse 9.
12. How far did the angel lead him? Verse 10,
13. What did Peter then know? Verse 11.
14. Whet did he do? Verse 12.
15. What took place when Peter knocked at the door where
the disciples were praying? Verses 13, 14.
16. How did those assembled receive Rhoda’s joyful news?
Verses 15, 16.
17. When Peter was admitted, what did he do?
18. What was Herod’s end? Verses 20-23.
19. How successful was his attempt to erush out the gospel?
Verse 24. .

Acts 12:7, 8.

Verse 17.

Nore.—The fact that Herod was not able lo keep
Peter in prison, shows that he did pot have it in his
power to grant him any favors. He who has no power
to punish, has no power to protect. But the power of
Herod represents the power of all civil governments.
God’s people have nothing to receive of them, and
should ask them for nothing. Peter could do much
more for Herod than Herod could do for Peter. Even
while Peter was in prison, Herod might well have
sought his protection. ¢“The angel of the Lord en-
campeth roundabout them that fear him, and delivereth
them,” and they who have that protection need no
other. Indeed, if they seek any other, they thereby
tend to deprive themselves of that, for by so doing
they show their lack of faith in the Lord’s protection.
The Lord says, ‘< Put not your trust in princes, nor in
the son of man, in whom there is no help.” Ps. 146:3.
‘Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the Lord his God ; which made heaven
and earth.,” Verses 5, 6.

But it may be said that God uses civil rulers to ac-
complish his purposes. That is true, and he alone
knows how and when to use them. None of them have
any power over his people except as he gives it to them.
John 19:11. Therefore, if he allows them to he put
to death, ag in the case of Stephen and James, they
may know that it is his will. <He giveth his beloved
sleep.” And if the Lord has work still for his servants
to do, they may rest confident that there is not power
enough in the world to keep them in prison.

ADDITIONAL NOTES.

1. Pr.easEp THE JEws.—In the providence of God
every kind of trial was allowed to come upon the early
church. Itwas to be an example in suffering, patience,
and progress under every circumstance, to the church in
all the ages that should follow. Therefore God per-
mitted Herod to remove from the church by a violent
eath, James, the brother of John. The hatred of the
Jews was no doubt the cause of Herod's action. Thus
John the Baptist, Jesus, Stephen, and James had fallen
by Jewish hatred, and God had not openly manifested his
displeasure at their conduct and protected his servants.
«It pleased the Jews.”” As this was persecution, it is
apparent that those who have the spirit of persecution
have the same spirit that actuated the Jews in putting
to death Jesus and his disciples. Persecutions in all
ages have been carried on by men devoid of the Spirit
of Christ. They have been men who practically denied
the power of God, and whose trust has been in man.
<If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none'
of his.”

2. Tre Guarp.—Not only was Peter put in prison,
but he was put in charge of sixteen soldiers, four of
whom, during alternate periods of six hours, had espe-
cial charge of him. Two of them were chained to him
constantly during the time of their watch, and the other
two kept the door. All human agencies were supplied
to keep him safely. But in this cage, the extra precau-
tions taken to prevent Peter’s escape, like those taken to
guard Christ’s tomb, but showed in a more unmistak-
able manner the mighty power of God when he chose to
make it known. God had not interposed in the case of
John the Baptist ; at Jesug’ death nothing was done to
thwart human wickedness ; Stephen and James succes-
sively fell, and no hand was stretched out to their res-
cie. The enemies of the truth rejoice and sneer at the
idea that God is with the disciples.

3. ‘“AFTER EASTER.”—It is not enmough to say that
the word ‘“Easter’ is an unfortunate translation. It is
a wicked perversion of the truth. It should have been
translated ¢‘passover.” The fact that the Romish
Church and some other churches that follow her exam-
ple, keep up the Jewish passover under the name of
Easter, is no justification for this ‘“high church” trans-
lation. The church in the days of the apostles. knew no
more of Easter than they did of Decoration day.

4. PrAYER WiTHOUT CeasiNg.—The case demanded
more than an ordinary efforl. James had already
fallen. Could they spare Peter ? It seemed to them
that the cause of truth would suffer an irreparable loss
by his removal. They did not petition Herod to let
him go. ‘“*but [margin, instant and earnest] prayer
was made without ceasing of the church unto God for
him.” FEspecially on the night before he was to be
brought out for trial and punishment, they gathered to-
gether at the house of Mary the mother of Mark to pray
that God would release Peter from the hands of his ene-
mies. Their faith prevailed, and while Peter was
calmly sleeping, the angel of the Lord appeared to his
rescue and delivered him from the ‘“hand of Herod, and
from all the expectations of the Jews.” Thus the Lord
showed his displeasure. not only at Peter’s arrest and
imprisonment, but at every arrest and imprisonment of
his people both before and since that event.

5. ¢“GrEW AND MunrirLiED.”—Two very expressive
words are here used to describe the rapid extension of
the cause of Christ. Persecution was raging, one of
the leading apostles had met a violent death, the powers
of earth were in array against the truth; but the work
of the Lord was not stopped. It grew and multiplied.
It grew because those who received it came into direct
contact with the source of life. They became branches
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gk}f the living Vine. As each one who received the gos-
‘pel communicated the light to others, it multiplied, and
“no power of man could stop its growth. The church of
Christ is a growing church. It is described by Paul
(Eph. 2:20, 22), as a growing building or temple, of
-which Christ is the chief corner-stone. **In whom all
“ibe building fitly framed together groweth unto a holy
Aemple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded to-
‘gether for a habitation of God through the 8pirit.”

Aews of the Week.

FOR WEERK ENDING OCT. 22.

DOMESTIC.

—The wife of President Harrison is failing rapidly,
and no hope is entertained of her recovery.

—President Harrison has accepted the resignation of
"Solomon Hirseh, United States Minister to Turkey.

—The parade in honor of Columbus in New York
City, Oct. 12, was fifteen miles long. Nearly three
million people reviewed the procession.

—A race war between Hungarians and Italians at
Milnesville, Pa., culminated in a pitched battle, Oct. 186.
Five were killed outright, and twenty were seriously
wounded.

—The Trade and Labor Assembly of Chicago has ap-
pointed a committee to inaugurate A movement looking
toward the repeal of the act passed by Congress to close
the World’s Fair on Sunday.

—On Oct. 12, at Niagara, N. Y., Clifford Calverly of
Toronto, rivaled the famous Blondin, by walking across
Niagara River below the falls on a wire rope. The feat
was witnessed by 10,000 people.

. —Thousands of the people of New York City visited
the French, Spanish, and Ttaliap war vessels Jying in
-ghe harbor, Sundxy, Oct. 9. paying twenty-five cents
“sach-for the trip out to the ships and back to the city.
vi —President Harrison, by, proclamation, Oct. 15,
peied 1,800,000 acres of land in Montana for setile-
pent. Only actual settlers can have these lands.
*They must pay $1.50 per acre. to be paid in five years
froma date of settlement.

—iQitizens of Coffeyville, Kans., have asked the gov-
ernggent for a company of United States cavalry to pro-
tect' the town from threatened invasion from the Indian
Territory, by the sympatbizers of the Dalton gang.

—Auother blow has been struck at the Reading Coal
Combine. The attorney-general of New Jersey has ap-
plied to Chancellor Mc Gill to appoint a receiver to take
charge of the railvoads that are unlawfully in the Com-
bine. The chancellor promptly acceded to his request.

~—The United States Supreme Court affirms the decis-
ion of the supreme court of Michigan, upholding the
constitutionality of the Miner law, providing for the
electjion of presidential electors by congressional dis-
tricts, instead of by the State as a whole. The court
holds that the fourteenth amendment did not limit the
right of a State to fix & mode of choosing electors.

—The long-distance telephone between New York
City and Chicago is a complete suecess. The first
sound transmitted was the familiar strain, the ¢« Star
Spangled Banner,”” played on a cornet in New York.
It was distinctly beard in Chicago. Then the mayors
of the two cities conversed together, congratulating
each other over the success of the new telephone. A
watch was. held up to the transmitter in New York, and
its ticking could be plainly heard in Chicago. The dis-
tance is 950 miles.

FOREIGN.
—@General Crespo has been proclaimed provisional
president of Venezuela.

—The Socialists ave very active in Italy, and they de-
clare that they will contest every seat in Parliament
from Milan and Turin.

. —S8ignor Colombo, formerly Italian Minister of Fi.
pance, has resigned as a protest against the demands
for fresh taxation for military purposes.

—The ameer of Afghanistan has informed his chiefs
that he has procured the assistance of two brigades of
British troops to defend his country from Russian ag-
gressions.

—Many English papers express indignation at the
Prince of Wales, because be did not attend the services
in honor of Tennyson at Westminster, but instead went
to the Ngwmarket races.

—The emigration business has been resumed in En-
gland, as the cholera alarm is over. The Allan and
Dominion lines are booking British and Scandinavians
to Canadian poiats only.

—There has been considerable disaffection among
some of the favorite British troops in England, lately,
nearly amounting to open mutiny. The soldiers com-
plain that the officers come to the drill ground in cabs,

»* then drill the soldiers with great severity,

—At the recent department elections in France, the
Socialists elected thirty out of their forty-seven candi-
dates, and in many places gained largely over their ma-
jorities of three months ago.

—The cholera still continues in several cities of Eu-
rope, but mot with the violence that characterized it
during the summer months. Immigration has been re-
sumed from ¥urope to Canada.

—The German station at Mpwapwa has been at-
tacked by natives, and the (German commander was
killed, and wmany of the defenders of the station
wounded. The station was pillaged, #hd large quanti-
ties of goods taken away by the natives.

—The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation
Company’s steamer ‘ Bokhara’ was wrecked in a ty-
phoou in the China Sea. some time between Oct. 7 and
12. Only twenty-three persons were saved. About one
bundred persons were lost. Her cargo was very valu-
able. It comprised a large amount of specie, and a
large consignment of silk.

—A reporter for a California paper declares that there
is a regular system of slavery carried on in the South
Seas. Men, women, and children are induced to sign
agreements binding them to years of service in Guate-
mala, where most of them die of fever and other dis-
eases. The reporter hired out as a sailor on one of the
ships engaged in this infamous traflic.

RELIGIOUS

—Russian Jews are forbidden to call their boys Paul,
Constantine, or Matthew, or their girls Mary, Anna. or
Sopbia.

—All Roman Catholics are being dismissed from some
Russian railways; ouly orthodox members of the Greek
Church are to be employed.

~—Mr. Moody, the evangelist, is drawing immense
crowds nightly at Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, London,
where he is conducting a revival,

— Oct. 13 a great crowd of priests and women knelt
at the tomb of Edward the Confessor, and prayed for the
conversion of the English people to the Roman Cathbolic
faith.

—The work of the street pavers in Detroit, Mich.,
on Sunday, bas stirred up the ministers of the city to
preach on Sunday desecration, and very hitter resolu-
tions against the contractars have been passed in several
churches.

—~Rev. Thos. Spurgeon, son of the great preacher
lately deceased, is looked upon as a possible successor
to his father in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. He is
said to have many of the abilities which made his
father so distinguislhed.

—The Bible is henceforth to go into Russia free of

duty, when printed in any otber language than Russian. |

But no translation of the Scriptures in the Russian
language will be permitted in the country, unless printed
by authority of the boly synod. The Bible Society re-
gards this concession as a great favor.

—During a parade of the Catholic societies at New-
ark, Del., Oct. 17, the guestion arose as to whether the
American flag should precede the papal flag. A Catho-
lic, who was an ex-alderman. arose and said: < We
should have the papal flag first. Weare Catholics first,
and Americans afterward.” An impressive silence fol-
lowed the remark.

the eastern part, and at New London for those in the
northern part and those living in Dist. No. 7.

We earnestly desire a large attendance at these gath-
erings, because they will be important meetings, and
seasons of spiritual reviving.

M. H. BrowN, Pres. Wis. Conf.

LABOR BUREAU.

WiNTED.—Work among Sahbath-keepers in the woods in
Wisconsin, this fall and winter. Teaming preferred. Ad-
dress Geo. Jorgenmsen, Tustin, Wis.

PAPERS WANTED.

E. G. ALvorD, Mendon, Mich., would be glad to reccive
clean copies of the REVIEW, Signs, and Sentinel, sent post-pald
for missionary work.

ParERs and tracts on present truth will e used to advantage
if sent post-paid to Mrs. E. A. Mitchelltree, Lafayette, Boulder
Co., Colo.

SisTER Eniza Browx, librarian of the tract and missionary
society of Navasota, Tex., would like late numbers of our En-
glish periodicals, in good condition, sent to her post-paid, to be
used in missionary work.

WiiL those who can send clean papersand books in English,
Swedish, German, and Spanish languages, post-paid, please
address them to Frank Jeffers, Box 1521, Fresno, Cal.

Trose having Seventh-day Adventist publications, please
send them post-paid to the undersigned, to be used in mission-
ary work. H. P. Bryn, 914 King 8t., Sioux City, Towa.

ADDRESS.

My post-office address is now 186 First Place, Brooklyn,

N.Y. J. F. Hansen,
o QT/ : » -
9P Y B pPi {
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* And he gaid unto them. Go ye intn all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creutur..’—NMark 16: 15,

THERE will be several generval meetings beld in our
Conference this fall, as shown by the following ap-
pointments:—

Milton Junction, Nov. 16-20

Elders J. N. Loughborongh. M. H. Brown, and J. W.
Westphal will attend.

Ft. Howard. Nov. 23-27 .

Elders M. H. Brown and J. W. Westphal, and brother
C. J. Herrmann will attend.

T'hese meetiugs will begin Wednesday or Wednesday
evening, as these churches may arrange, and close on
Sunday evening.

Oxford, Nov. 19, 20
Poy Sippl 26, 27
New London, Dec. 38, 4

Brethren H. R. Johnson and P. H. and B. J. Cady
will attend the meetings at Oxford and Poy Sippi, and
B. C. Cady. J. W. Westpbal, and the writer will attend
the meetings at New London.

These meetings will begin Friday evening and close
Sunday evening. The meeting at Milton Junction is de-
signed especially for our brethren and sisters in Dist.
No. 1, and having secured the labors of Elder Lough-
borough, we ought to have a large meeting.

The meeting at Ft. Howard is beld especially for our
people in Dist. No. 8. The meeting at Oxford is ap-
pointed for the benefit of those living in the western
part of Dist, No. 5; the one at Poy Sippi for these in

[e! 1Pasa. & Ticket Arent. Chicago. Ticket Agent, Battle Creek.

- CRAN Chicago & Grand Trenk R R
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Where no time is given, train does not stop,

Trains run by Central Standard Time.

Valparaiso Accommodation, Battle Oreek Passenger, Port Huron Passen-
ger, and Mail trains, dally except Sunday.

Paatio, Limlted, ﬁny and Atlantic Expreeses, dally,

Meals servedin 0. & G.T. Dining Oars on all through trains,

W. E. DAVIS, A. 8. PARKER.

Gen, Pass. and Ticket Agt. Chicago. Teoket Agt., Battls Oreck.
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Kditorial Notss

g5~ The National Reform party are to hold a
conferencein Philadelphia, beginning Tuesdayeven-
ing, Dec. 6. They claim that it bids fair to surpass
any gathering heretofore held in the interest of
their work.

g@¥=The Christian Nation of Oct. 12, refers to the
speeches that were made in Congress on the closing
of the World’s Fair on Sunday, as proof that
“both Houses of Congress are full of National Re-
form sentiments. The seed is beginning to grow,
and will erelong begin to bear fruit.” Then it
savagely charges with “ moral cowardice” the po-
litieal parties who refused to take a decided stand
on the moral issues of the day,—meaning, of
course, voting in favor of Sunday. The editor of
the Nation is either wondrously obtuse, or very
conveniently blind to the fact that it was simply
moral cowardice that brought every one of those
violators of Sabbath-Sundayism to their feet, to
utter their hypocritical speeches in favor of the so-
.called Lord’s day. Yes, the seed has indeed begun
to grow; but it is taking its root in ““moral cow-
ardice,” and thefruits it will bear, will be a harvest
of rottenness and death.

g5~ Spiritual tyranny is the worst form of slavery
ever suggested by the prince of darkness to the
heart of man. In the following lines from Pollok,
it is well said to overreach in wickedness the ter-
rible wrong of bodily slavery of which he speaks :—
<« Unchristian thought! on what pretense soe’er

Of right inherited, or else acquired;

Of loss or profit, or what plea you name,

To buy and sell, to barter, whip, and hold

In chains, a being of celestial make—

Of kindred form, of kindred faculties,

‘Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires;

Born free, and beir of an immortal hope!—

Thought villainous, absurd, detestable!

Unworthy to be harbored in a fiend!

And only overreached in wickedness

By that, birth too of earthly liberty,

Which aimed to make a reasonable man

By legislation think, and by the sword

Believe.”

AN HONORABLE EXCEPTION.

TreE New York Independent of Oct. 6, 1892,
speaks as follows concerning the prosecutions of
our brethren in Tennessee, for exercising their inal-
ienable right to regulate their Sabbath observance
according to the dicgates of their own conscience:—

‘We have-again and again, during the last few years, had
occasion to express our profound indignation at the administra-
iton of Tennessee law as applied to. some country farmers be-
longing to the Seventh-day Adventist body, who, after having
faithfully kept the Sabbath on the seventh day of the week,
worked in their fields on the first day of the week. This prose-
cution has been renewed, and three men of families, one fifty-
five, and another sixty-two years of age, were. convicted, and

have, during the summer and autumn, been working out their
fine, being set to work with criminals at shoveling on the com-
mon bighway. They refused to pay their fine, declaring that it
was unjust, and that they were liable to be arrested again as
soon as they were released. We have said before, and we say
again, that this is bad law, bad morals, and bad religion.”’

We term this an honorable exception; for though
these facts have been faithfully set before the pub-
lic during the past summer, the Independent is the
only religious journal which has uttered a note of
condemnation and protest against theseiniquitous
prosecutions. The moreworthy of honor, therefore,
is the noble stand it takes in favor of religious lib-
erty. Alas! that Tennessee is now making occa-
sion for still further protests of this kind.

A MORE IMPORTANT ANNIVERSARY.

Last week was celebrated in Chicago the 400th
anniversary of the discovery of America, by the
dedication of the Expositiongroundsand buildings.
But one of the days, Sabbath, Oct. 22, was the
48th anniversary of a more important event than
that, the transfer of the ministration of our great
High Priest above, from the holy, to the most
holy, placeof the heavenly sanctuary to enter upon
the work of investigative judgment, which is to de-
cide the destiny of all men. This, according to
type and prophecy, occurred on the tenth day of
the seventh month (Jewish time), Oct. 22, 1844,
forty-eight years ago the 22d of the present month.
Then the heavenly court began its sitting. Its de-
cisions, passing first upon all the generations of
the past, will at leng’th, and soon, reach the cases
of the living. How are we to be ready to meet the
issue? The true Witness tells us how. “Buy of
me,” he says, “gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed.” Rev. 3:18. The ‘white
raiment”’ is the righteousness of Chrigt, which is
freely offered to all who will accept it. Isa. b55:1.
It is the “ wedding garment,” which He who makes
the wedding freely provides for all the guests, and
in which all must be arrayed to be accepted. Matt.
22:8-11. Thrilling issues are soon to be met by
the church on earth, but still more thrilling decis-
jons wilt soon be made in heaven. Now is the time
t0 heed the counsel of thefaithful and true Witness.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

‘For a few years in the past, it has been the
custom to set apart a week near the close of the
year, for prayer and the special seeking of God.
These seasons have been very profitable, and have
proved a source of great blessing both to churches
and to individuals. It has therefore been thought
best to continue the practice the present year. If
there ever was a time when the people of God were
in need of divine light and power in a large meas-
uré, it is now. We have reached a very important
period in the history of the world, and also in the
third angel’s message, and if ever divine guidance
were needed, it is at the present time.

" The General Conference Committee, after care-
fully considering the question in all its bearings,
decided to appoint the coming week of prayer to
begin with Sabbath, Dec. 17, to continue one week,
including Sunday, Dec. 25.

Although some have suggested other dates, we
believe this time will better meet the minds of all
our people than any other that we could suggest.

As heretofore, we shall send to our churches and
to all our isolated brethren and sisters, as far as
we have their addresses, a series of articles, one for
each day of the meeting, to be read and studied by
those who assemble for worship, or isolated onesat
their homes, if they are prevented from meeting
with others.

Our week of prayer last year was a season of re-
freshing from the Lord, and we are sure that if we
but seek him with all our hearts, we shall ex-
perience greatly increased blessings this year.
The time is here when the message is rising, and it
stands us in hand to be in earnest that we may
keep pace with the advancing work of God.

This is the time for making the annual contribu-
tions to foreign missions. We would call especial
attention tothe necessity of care in the expenditure
of means for the holiday season. If money is used
in the purchase of unnecessary articles for the ta-
ble, or for unneeded presents for children or iriends,
the cause of God will suffer in consequence. Let the

Lord and his work be duly remembered by all. His.
gifts and his mercies should be kept before our
minds as the most prominent of all considerations.
If this is done, the work of God will not suffer
neglect.

Weconfidently expect that theannual offeringsto
foreign missions this year will be very much in ad-
vance of those of previous years. It is neécessary
that this should be so. The rapidly increasing
work demands more extensive plans for carrying it
forward, making necessary a large increase of funds

‘for the purpose. The message is rising, and the

time has come for the truth to go with increased
power, and therefore we know that the Lord will
move upon the hearts of his people to contribute
the necessary funds with which to carry forward
the work. . :

Let us begin at once to arrange for this special
season of seeking God, and at the same time, let us
plan for the offerings to be made in connection
with the occasion. May the Lord move upon the
hearts of his people at this time asg never before.

All will remember the date, Dec. 17-25.

0. A. OLsEeN.

WEST VIRGINIA.

I is with a feeling of pleasant surprise that we
notice in the report of the resolutions of the West
Virginia Tract Society (p. 669), this variation
from the usual tenor of those passed at the annual
sessions of our State organizations :—

‘¢ Whereas, The REVIEW AND HERrALD contains precious wmat-
ter from week to week, and is food for our people; therefore,—

¢t Resolved, That we heartily recommend all to subseribe for
and Tead the same, that we may keep pace with the message.”

‘We believe our people in every State need to take
the RuviEw, in order to keep pace with the
message. ' L. A. 8.

GENERAL CONFERENCE “BULLETIN.”

As the readers of the Review have doubtless al-
ready observed from an announcement made by
Elder Olsen in the REvisw of Sept. 13, the nextses-
sion of Gencral Conference is to be held in Battle
Creek, Feb: 17 to March 6,1893, this to be preceded
by a three weeks’ Bible institute, the date for which
as announced is Jan. 27 to Feb. 16. Both the in-
gtitute and the Conference will be occasions of in-
terest to our people everywhere, and while all can-
not attend these important gatherings, arrange-
ments have been made whereby all will have an
opportunity readily to gain direct information in
regard to them, and secure to themselves the bene-
fit of the instructions of the one, and the proceed-
ings of the other. This will be supplied by the
General Conference Bulletin, which is to be issued
from the beginning of the institute to the close of
the General Conference,and will containfullreports
of both. The price of this has been fixed at filty
cents for the entire time.

It is desired that the matter of subscribing for
the Bulletin be considered and attended to at an
early date, that the experience during the last
General Conference may not be repeated. Thir-
teen hundred more copies of the first numbers of
the last General Conference Bulletin were printed
than were called for by the list of subscriptions
which had been sent in up to that time; but the
subscriptions kept coming in, so that by the time
the Conference closed, these were all exhausted, and
hundreds had ordered the Bulletin who could not
be supplied with more than a partial and very
incomplete set. To avoid this, we make this early
announcenent, and suggest that all our brethren
who wish the paper, send in their orders soon; the
earlier the better.

We would further suggest that the librarian in
each church attend to the matter of receiving and
forwarding to us the subscriptions for the Bulletin,
together with a post-office order or postal-note
covering the amount for the same. Isolated indi-
viduals, and any others preferring to do so, can of
course send in their orders direct. Address all
orders to A. Q. Tait, Battle Creek, Mich., care of
Review aNp HerALD, who has been appointed to
have charge of thesubscriptionlist. Remember the
price, 50 cents.

W. A. Corconv, Cor. Sec. Gen. Conf.

LITERARY NOTICES.

QUEEN OF FOUR HUNDRED YEARS.

A New National Hymn. Words and music by
F. E. Belden. Written for the 400th anniversary
of the discovery of America. A piece of music
well adapted to its purpose, combining simplicity
with strength. Price 35 cts. For sale by the Bible
Kindergarten and Music Co., 211, 213 Wabash
Ave., Chicago, I11.
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